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Safety First



Though all concepts and methods in this book have been reviewed for safety, it is not possible to overstate the importance of using the safest working methods possible. What follows are reminders—do’s and don’ts for yard work and landscaping. They are not substitutes for your own common sense.


[image: Illustration] Always use caution, care, and good judgment when following the procedures described in this book.


[image: Illustration] Always determine locations of underground utility lines before you dig, and then avoid them by a safe distance. Buried lines may be for gas, electricity, communications, or water. Start research by contacting your local building officials. Also contact local utility companies; they will often send a representative free of charge to help you map their lines. In addition, there are private utility locator firms that may be listed in your Yellow Pages. Note: previous owners may have installed underground drainage, sprinkler, and lighting lines without mapping them.
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About This Book



Of all the home improvement projects homeowners tackle, few offer greater rewards than landscaping. Paths, patios, fences, arbors, and—most of all—plantings can enhance home life in countless ways, large and small, functional and pleasurable, every day of the year. At the main entrance, an attractive brick walkway flanked by eye-catching shrubs and perennials provides a cheerful send-off in the morning and welcomes you home from work in the evening. A carefully placed grouping of small trees, shrubs, and fence panels creates privacy on the patio or screens a nearby eyesore from view. An island bed showcases your favorite plants, while dividing the backyard into several areas for a variety of activities.


Unlike some home improvements, the rewards of landscaping are as much in the activity as in the result. Planting and caring for lovely shrubs, perennials, and other plants can afford years of enjoyment. And for those who like to build things, outdoor construction projects can be a special treat.


While the installation and maintenance of plants and outdoor structures are within the means and abilities of most people, few of us are as comfortable determining exactly which plants or structures to use and how best to combine them. It’s one thing to decide to dress up the front entrance or patio, another to come up with a design for doing so.


That’s where this book comes in. Here, in the Portfolio of Designs, you’ll find inspiration for nearly two dozen common home landscaping situations, created by landscape professionals who live and work in the Midwest region. Drawing on years of experience, they balance functional requirements and aesthetic possibilities, choosing the right plant or structure for the task based on its proven performance in similar situations.


The book’s second section, Plant Profiles, provides information on all the plants used in the book. The third section, the Guide to Installation, will help you to install and maintain the plants and structures described in the previous two sections.


The discussions that follow here take a closer look at each section. We’ve also printed representative pages of the sections on pp. 9 and 10 and pointed out their features.


Portfolio of Designs


This is the heart of the book, providing examples of landscaping challenges and solutions that are at once inspiring and accessible to most homeowners. Some are simple, others more complex, but each one can be installed in just a few weekends by homeowners with no special training or experience.


For each situation, we present two designs, the second a variation of the first. As the samples on page 9 show, the first design is displayed on a two-page spread. A perspective illustration (called a “rendering”) shows what the design will look like several years after installation, when the perennials and many of the shrubs have reached mature size. The rendering also shows the planting as it will appear at a particular time of year. (For more on how plantings change over the course of a year, see “Seasons in Your Landscape,” pp. 14–17.) A site plan shows the positions of the plants and structures on a scaled grid.


The second design option, presented on the second two-page spread, addresses the same situation as the first but differs in one or more important aspects. It might show a planting suited for a shady rather than a sunny site; or it might incorporate different structures or kinds of plants (adding shrubs to a perennial border, for example). As for the first design, we present a rendering, site plan, and written information, but in briefer form. The second spread also includes photographs of landscapes in situations similar to those featured in the two designs. The photos showcase noteworthy variations or details that you may wish to use in the designs we show or in designs of your own.


Installed exactly as shown here, these designs will provide enjoyment for many years. But individual needs and properties will differ, so we encourage you to alter the designs to suit your site and desires. You can easily make changes. For example, you can add or remove plants and adjust the sizes of paths, patios, and fences to suit larger or smaller sites. You can rearrange groupings and substitute favorite plants to suit your taste. Or you can integrate the design with your existing landscaping. If you are uncertain about how to solve specific problems or about the effects of changes you are considering, consult with staff at a local nursery or with a landscape designer in your area.





PORTFOLIO OF DESIGNS
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PLANT PROFILES
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GUIDE TO INSTALLATION
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Plant Profiles



The second section of the book includes a description of each plant featured in the Portfolio. These outline each plant’s basic preferences for soil, moisture, sun, or shade, and give advice about planting and ongoing care.


Working with the book’s landscape designers, we selected plants carefully, following a few simple guidelines: Every plant should be a proven performer in the region; once established, it should thrive without pampering. All plants should be available from a major local nursery or garden center; if not, they can be ordered, or you can ask the nursery to recommend a substitute.


In the Portfolio section, you’ll note that plants are referred to by their common name but are cross-referenced to the Plant Profiles section by their Latin, or scientific, name. While common names are familiar to many people, they can be confusing. Distinctly different plants can share the same common name, or one plant can have several different common names. Latin names, therefore, ensure greatest accuracy and are more appropriate for a reference section such as this. Although you can confidently purchase most of the plants in this book from local nurseries using the common name, knowing the Latin name allows you to make sure that the plant you’re ordering is actually the one that is shown in our design.


Guide to Installation


In this section, you’ll find detailed instructions and illustrations covering all the techniques you’ll need to install any design from start to finish. Here we explain how to think your way through a landscaping project and anticipate the various steps. Then you’ll learn how to do each part of the job: readying the site; laying out the design; choosing materials; building paths, trellises, or other structures; preparing the soil for planting; buying the recommended plants and putting them in place; and caring for the plants to keep them healthy and attractive year after year.


We’ve taken care to make installation of built elements simple and straightforward. The paths, trellises, fences, and arbors (elements that landscape designers call “hardscape”) all use basic materials available from local suppliers, and they can be assembled by people who have no special skills or tools beyond those commonly used for home maintenance. The designs can easily be adapted to meet specific needs or to fit in with the style of your house or other landscaping features.


Installing different designs requires different techniques. You can find what you need by following the cross-references in the Portfolio pages in the Guide to Installation, or by skimming the Guide. If you continue to improve your landscape by adding more than one design, you’ll find that many basic techniques are reused from one project to the next. You might want to start with one of the smaller, simpler designs. Gradually, you’ll develop the skills and confidence to do any project you choose.


Most of the designs in this book can be installed in a weekend or two; some will take a little longer. Digging planting beds, building retaining walls, and erecting fences and arbors can be strenuous work. If you lack the time or energy for the more arduous installation tasks, consider hiring a teenager to help out. Local landscaping services can provide any of the services you need help with.




MIDWEST HARDINESS ZONES


The map here, based on one developed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, divides the region according to minimum winter temperatures and assigns “zone” numbers to those temperature bands. All but a handful of plants in this book will survive the lowest temperatures in Zones 4, 5, and 6. (Alternatives for those that don’t are usually provided in the Plant Profiles.) If you live in Zone 3, however, you should ask at a local nursery for advice about suitable substitutes for those plants not reliably hardy in your zone.
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This is not an official USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map.











Climate Change and Global Warming


The terms “climate change” and “global warming” are used interchangeably, but they refer to two different things. Climate change has always been happening. It is called that because of changes in our long-term weather, such as rain, winds, temperatures, and more. Think of how the earth has changed from the Ice Age that killed the dinosaurs to our present-day weather. More recent events include the Dust Bowl of the 1920s, which was caused by a number of factors coming together, including poor agricultural techniques, extended periods of high temperatures, and long periods of drought, which was sometimes combined with high temperatures and wind erosion. This book looks to help mitigate some of those issues.


Global warming has always been part of climate change. It refers more to the rise in global temperatures that are the result of greenhouse gases in our atmosphere. These gases are caused by humans in various ways, such as incinerator burning, automobile exhaust, wildfires, chemical use, and more.


Because of the combination of these two issues, climate change and global warming are responsible for more invasive species moving into areas where they were previously not found. This causes a host of issues: invasive grasses that burn more quickly in a wildfire, drought, high temperatures exceeding normal temperatures, high winds, melting of the permafrost, and more. Glaciers still exist in the United States and Canada that have always melted slightly, contributing to lower watersheds, but now they are melting at a higher rate. Meteorologists base their predictions on data collected over a 30-year span of observation period. Many areas are experiencing drought conditions that are becoming more commonplace rather than the exception. Other areas are being subjected to higher and longer periods of extreme heat.


There is no one way to combat these changes but to try to work within our communities to help reduce these problems by being proactive.
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Keep note of how much sun your yard gets in a day. Trees can provide valuable shade that can cool down your home and garden.
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Invasive plant species can overwhelm a garden, but they also have an impact on wildlife. Stick to native plants, which are adapted to the climate and soil of your area.


Resources for Non-Native Invasive Plants, Insects, and Animals




Illinois


Illinois Invasive Species Awareness Month Committee www.invasive.org/illinois/speciesofconcern.html


Illinois Exotic Weed Act


www2.illinois.gov/dnr/education/Documents/IllinoisExoticWeeds.pdf


University of Illinois Extension


extension.illinois.edu/sites/default/files/management_of_invasive_plants_and_pests_of_illinois.pdf





Indiana


Indiana Department of Natural Resources


www.in.gov/dnr/rules-and-regulations/invasive-species/terrestrial-invasive-species-plants





Iowa


Iowa Department of Natural Resources


www.iowadnr.gov/conservation/forestry/forest-health/invasive-plants





Kansas


Midwest Invasive Species Information Network


www.misin.msu.edu/states/kansas


Kansas Native Plant Society


www.kansasnativeplantsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/InvasivePlantFactSheet.pdf





Michigan


State of Michigan


www.michigan.gov/invasives/id-report/plants


Michigan State University Extension


mnfi.anr.msu.edu/invasive-species/InvasivePlantsFieldGuide.pdf


City of Ann Arbor, Michigan


www.a2gov.org/departments/Parks-Recreation/NAP/Documents/fieldoperations_nap_list_AnnArborInvasiveSpecies_2004-05-01.pdf





Minnesota


Minnesota Department of Natural Resources


www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/terrestrialplants/index.html





Missouri


Missouri Department of Conservation


mdc.mo.gov/trees-plants/problem-plant-control/invasive-plants





Nebraska


Nevada Invasive Species Program


neinvasives.com/plants





North Dakota


North Dakota Agricultural Experiment Station


www.ndsu.edu/agriculture/ag-hub/publications/identification-and-control-invasive-and-troublesomeweeds-north-dakota





Ohio


Ohio Department of Agriculture


www.oipc.info/invasive-plants-of-ohio.html





South Dakota


South Dakota Association of Weed and Pest Boards


www.sdassociationofweedandpest.com





Wisconsin


Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources


dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/documents/nr40lists.pdf


Invasive Plants Association of Wisconsin


ipaw.org/the-problem/ipaws-plant-list





Canada


Nature Conservancy Canada


www.natureconservancy.ca/en/what-we-do/resource-centre/invasive-species





Other Resources


Invasive Plant Atlas


www.invasiveplantatlas.org


Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health


www.invasive.org


United States Geological Survey


www.usgs.gov/programs/invasive-species-program/science/invasive-plants


United States Department of Agriculture


invasivespeciesinfo.gov/us








Seasons in Your Landscape



One of the rewards of landscaping is watching how plants change through the seasons. During the dark winter months, you look forward to the bright, fresh flowers of spring. Then the lush green foliage of summer is transformed into the blazing colors of fall. Perennials that rest underground in winter can grow head-high by midsummer, and hence a flower bed that looks flat and bare in December becomes a jungle in July.


To illustrate typical seasonal changes, we’ve chosen one of the designs from this book (see p. 80) and shown here how it would look in spring, summer, fall, and winter. As you can see, this planting looks quite different from one season to the next, but it always remains interesting. Try to remember this example of transformation as you look at the other designs in this book. There we show how the planting will appear in one season and call attention to any plants that will stand out at other times of the year.


The task of tending a landscape also changes with the seasons. Below we’ve noted the most important seasonal jobs in the annual work cycle.




SPRING
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Summer



In summer, flowering perennials, such as the white and purple coneflowers, lilies, and coreopsis shown here, add spots of color to the otherwise green landscape. To coax as many flowers as possible from these plants and to keep the garden tidy, cut or shear off older blossoms as they fade. Summer weather is typically hot and humid throughout this region, but droughts are not uncommon. Water new plantings at least once a week during dry spells, and water older plants, too, if the soil gets so dry that they wilt. Pull any weeds that sprout up through the mulch; this is easiest when the soil is moist from rain or watering.




SUMMER
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Spring


Crocuses, daffodils, and other spring bulbs start blooming in April in the Midwest region, a welcome sign of the end of a long winter. Soon it’s time to start mowing the lawn, and by the end of May all the trees have fresh new leaves. Many shrubs and perennials, such as the yellow azalea, blue false indigo, and purple Siberian iris shown here, bloom in spring. Others that will bloom in summer or fall are just low mounds of foliage now.


Do a thorough garden cleanup about the time the bulbs bloom. Remove last year’s perennial flower stalks and tattered foliage, cut ornamental grasses to the ground, prune shrubs and trees as needed, renew the mulch, and neaten the edges between lawn and beds.



Fall



Fall foliage season lasts for a month or so in the Midwest region, starting in mid- to late September. Trees and shrubs such as the serviceberry, burning bush, and azalea shown here paint the landscape in shades of red, orange, pink, purple, gold, and yellow. Meanwhile, fall-blooming perennials such as asters and chrysanthemums, or the Japanese anemones and October plants shown here, produce colorful flowers that stay fresh-looking for weeks in the cool, crisp autumn weather.


Sometime in October, the first hard frost will kill tender plants to the ground, signaling the time for fall cleanup. Toss frosted annuals on the compost pile. You can cut perennials and grasses down now or wait until spring. Rake fallen leaves into a pile or bin and save them to use as mulch in spring.




FALL
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Winter



In winter, when plants are dormant and snow covers the ground, you appreciate the evergreen foliage of conifers, such as the juniper shown here, and the twigs and bark of deciduous trees and shrubs. Clumps of rustling grass or shrubs and trees with bright berries are welcome in winter, too.


Spray broad-leaved evergreens with anti-desiccant before temperatures drop below 40°F, and build burlap shelters around any young or exposed evergreens that need extra protection. Once the ground freezes, spread some pine boughs or coarse mulch over newly planted perennials to keep them from frost-heaving. During the winter, if a heavy snow or an ice storm snaps or crushes some shrubs, you can trim away the broken parts as soon as convenient, but if plants get frozen during a severe cold spell, wait until spring to assess the damage before deciding how far to cut them back.




WINTER
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As Your Landscape Grows



Landscapes change over the years. As plants grow, the overall look evolves from sparse to lush. Trees cast cool shade where the sun used to shine. Shrubs and hedges grow tall and dense enough to provide privacy. Perennials and ground covers spread to form colorful patches of foliage and flowers. Meanwhile, paths, arbors, fences, and other structures gain the comfortable patina of age.


Constant change over the years— sometimes rapid and dramatic, sometimes slow and subtle—is one of the joys of landscaping. It is also one of the challenges. Anticipating how fast plants will grow and how big they will eventually get is difficult, even for professional designers, and was a major concern in formulating the designs for this book.


To illustrate the kinds of changes to expect in a planting, these pages show one of the designs at three different “ages.” Even though a new planting may look sparse at first, it will soon fill in. And because of careful spacing, the planting will look as good in 10 to 15 years as it does after 3 to 5. It will, of course, look different, but that’s part of the fun.


At Planting—Here’s how the deck planting (pp. 78–79) might appear in late spring immediately after planting. The rose and clematis haven’t begun to climb the new lattice trellis. The viburnum and lilac, usually sold in 2-to 5-gal. cans, start blooming as young plants and may have flowers when you buy them, but there will be enough space that you may want to plant some short annuals around them for the first few growing seasons. You can put short annuals between the new little junipers, too. The switchgrass and perennials, transplanted from quart- or gallon-size containers, are just low tufts of foliage now, but they grow fast enough to produce a few flowers the first summer.


Three to Five Years—As shown here in midsummer, the rose and clematis now reach most of the way up the supports. Although they aren’t mature yet, the lilac, viburnum, and junipers look nice and bushy, and they’re big enough that you don’t need to fill around them with annuals. So far, the vines and shrubs have needed only minimal pruning. Most grasses and perennials reach full size about three to five years after planting; after that, they need to be divided and replanted in freshly amended soil to keep them healthy and vigorous.


Ten to Fifteen Years—Shown again in summer, the rose and clematis now cover their supports, and the lilac and viburnum are as tall as they’ll get. To maintain all of these plants, you’ll need to start pruning out some of the older stems every year in early spring. The junipers have spread sideways to form a solid mass; prune them as needed along the edge of the lawn and pathways. When the junipers crowd them out, move the daylilies to another part of your property, or move them to the front of the bed to replace the other perennials, as shown here.


AT PLANTING
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THREE TO FIVE YEARS
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TEN TO FIFTEEN YEARS
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Portfolio of Designs


This section presents ideas for nearly two dozen situations common in home landscapes. You’ll find designs to enhance entrances, decks, and patios. There are gardens of colorful perennials and shrubs, as well as structures and plantings that create shady hideaways, dress up nondescript walls, and even make a centerpiece of a lowly mailbox. Large color illustrations show what the designs will look like, and site plans delineate the layout and planting scheme. Accompanying text explains the designs and describes the plants and projects appearing in them. Installed as shown or adapted to meet your site and personal preferences, these designs can make your property more attractive, more useful, and—most important—more enjoyable for you, your family, and your friends.
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An Elegant Entry



GARDEN GEOMETRY TRANSFORMS A SMALL FRONT YARD


Formal gardens have a special appeal. Their simple geometry is soothing in an uncertain world, and their look is timeless, never going out of style. Traditional two-story homes with symmetrical facades are especially suited to the clean lines and balanced features shown here.


The design creates a small courtyard at the center of four rectangular beds defined by evergreen hedges and flagstone walkways. Inside the hedges, carefree perennial catmint makes a colorful floral carpet during the summer. The flagstone paving reinforces the design’s geometry, while providing access to the front door from the sidewalk. (If a driveway runs along one side of the property, the crosswalk could extend to it through an opening in the hedge.) At the center of the compositon, the paving widens to accommodate a planter filled with annuals, a pleasant setting for greetings or good-byes. A bench at one end of the crosswalk provides a spot for longer chats or restful moments enjoying the plantings or, perhaps, contemplating a garden ornament at the other end.


Loose, informal hedges soften the rigid geometry. Deciduous shrubs change with the seasons, offering flowers in the spring and brilliant fall foliage, while the evergreens are a dependably colorful presence year round.
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Plants & Projects


Precise layout is important in a simple design. Start with the flagstone walks; they’re not difficult to build but require some time and muscle. The hedges are chosen for their compact forms. You’ll need to clip the lilacs annually to maintain their shape, but the junipers will require little pruning over time.


A ‘Nigra’ arborvitae (use 2 plants) 
These upright, pyramidal evergreen trees stand like sentinels at the front door, where their scented foliage greets visitors. Prune to keep their height in scale with the house. See Thuja occidentalis, p. 153.


B ‘Techny’ arborvitae (use 4) Marking the corners of the design, this evergreen tree forms a shorter, broader cone than its cousin by the door. See Thuja occidentalis, p. 153.


C ‘Center Glow’ ninebark (use 2) 
This deciduous shrub starts in the spring with yellow-green foliage that turns to dark red leaves with purple centers. See Physocarpus opulifolius, p. 145.


D Dwarf lilac (use 12) 
This compact deciduous shrub makes an attractive loose hedge offering fragrant springtime flowers and glossy green foliage that has a purplish cast in fall. See Syringa meyeri ‘Palibin’, p. 152.


E ‘Arcadia’ juniper (use 36) 
The arching branches of this spreading evergreen shrub line the walks with bright green color through four seasons. See Juniperus sabina, p. 138.


F ‘Cat’s Pajamas’ catmint (use 40)
Loose spikes of misty purple flowers rise above the silvery, aromatic foliage of this perennial in June, filling the beds with color. Blooms continue or repeat through the summer. See Nepeta x faassenii, p. 143.


G Paving 
Rectangular flagstones in random sizes suit the style of this house; brick or precast pavers work with other house styles. See p. 169.


H Planter 
Nurseries and garden centers offer a range of planters that are suitable for formal settings. Choose one that complements the style of your house and fill it with colorful annuals such as the geraniums in the round stone planter shown here. If you’re ambitious, change the plantings with the seasons.


I Garden ornament 
Place a sundial (shown here), reflecting ball, statue, or other ornament as a focal point at the end of the crosswalk.


J Bench 
A stone bench is a nice companion for the planter and sundial here, but wood or metal benches can also work well in formal settings.



Formal and fresh


This design gives a formal feel to a front yard without requiring a complete makeover. Two neat rectangular lawns flank a central “courtyard” and its large planter full of colorful annuals. Borders are once again formed by lilac and juniper hedges, which provide the same varied seasonal interest as in the previous design. But here, the enclosure is completed by a striking edging of sumac and ornamental grass along the walk.


The planting offers flowers in spring and lots of healthy foliage in summer. But it comes into its own in fall, the season shown here. Deciduous trees and shrubs provide colorful accents. The 7-ft.-tall seed heads of the moor grass can make an airy corridor of the walk. Or you can trim off the stalks, as shown here, and enjoy a lower edging of golden yellow foliage.
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Plants & Projects


A Serviceberry (use 2 plants) 
This small, deciduous, often multitrunked tree produces attractive white flowers in spring, blue or purplish berries in summer, and blazing red-orange foliage in fall. See Amelanchier x grandiflora, p. 116.


B ‘Gro-Low’ sumac (use 4) 
A deciduous shrub that spreads to form a low mound of glossy dark green foliage that turns scarlet in fall. The bare stems are interesting in winter, too. See Rhus aromatica, p. 147.


C ‘Moorflamme’ purple moor grass (use 16) 
The dark green tufts of this perennial grass turn golden yellow in fall, when they are topped with stalks up to 7 ft. tall bearing yellow seed heads. Foliage and stalks break off at ground level in late fall, making room for you to pile snow shoveled off the walk. See Molinia caerulea, p. 143.


D ‘Skyrocket’ juniper (use 6) 
These tall, narrow evergreen shrubs frame the door like two blue-green columns. Use ‘Path-finder’ if you want a wider, pyramidal shrub. See Juniperus scopulorum, p. 138.


E Paving 
To create the central “courtyard” using an existing cement sidewalk, you can add arcs of well-tamped crushed rock (as shown here; see p. 170) or pour cement pads.


F Planter 
Choose an urn to match the house and fill it with annuals. A seasonal planting of chrysanthemums is shown here.


See here for the following:


G Dwarf lilac (use 12)


H ‘Arcadia’ juniper (use 12)




VARIATIONS ON A THEME


Whether expressed in geometry, repetition, or an unexpected way, formality can enrich a front yard.
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A rich assortment of well-behaved shrubs and trees complements a very narrow formal entry, while keeping maintenance at a minimum.
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A small circle of yucca and perennials set in attractive paving terminates a narrow walkway.
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This imaginative design makes the most of a narrow front yard, adding interest and extending the space by creating a spiraling stroll garden.












Foundations with Flair



PLANT A FOUNDATION GARDEN


Homes on raised foundations are seldom without foundation plantings. These simple skirtings of greenery hide unattractive concrete-block underpinnings and help overcome the impression that the house is hovering a few feet above the ground. Useful as these plantings are, they are too often just monochromatic expanses of clipped junipers, dull as dishwater. But as this design shows, a durable, low-maintenance foundation planting can be more varied, more colorful, and more fun.


This design makes a front porch an even more welcome haven on a hot summer’s day. Chosen for a shady site, the plants include evergreen shrubs and perennials that combine handsome foliage and pretty flowers. Hanging planters filled with annuals extend the garden right onto the porch.


The plants are arranged to provide interest when viewed from the porch as well as from the street or entry walk. The bed sweeps out in a graceful curve to connect with the steps and entry walk, making an attractive setting for visitors.
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Plants & Projects


A foundation planting should look good in each season. Rhododendron blossoms in spring give way to a summer display of hosta, astilbe, and anemone flowers in shades of pink and white. Once the perennials have died back, they reveal the vining euonymus covering the base of the porch. Along with the other evergreens, it carries the planting through fall and winter. Other than tending the planters, there is minimal seasonal cleanup. The shrubs’ natural forms are tidy, so any pruning is infrequent.


A ‘Olga Mezitt’ rhododendron (use 3 plants)
An evergreen shrub with striking clusters of pink flowers in early spring and dark green foliage that turns maroon in winter. See Rhododendron, p. 146.


B ‘NewGen’ boxwood (use 10)
These tidy evergreen shrubs will form an informal hedge (with minimal pruning) at the front of the planting. The foliage stays green through the winter. See Buxus, p. 123.


C ‘Emerald Gaiety’ euonymus (use 6)
This evergreen vine quickly covers lattice panels beneath the porch. Dark green leaves are white edged and may turn pink in winter. See Euonymus fortunei, p. 129.


D ‘Ostrich Plume’ astilbe (use 5)
The cascading pink plumes of this perennial are eye-catching from the porch or the street. Shiny, dark green foliage looks good long after the midsummer bloom has faded. See Astilbe x arendsii, p. 121.


E Pink Japanese anemone (use 1)
Lovely mauve-pink flowers rise well above the handsome, dark-green lobed leaves of this perennial in late summer and fall. See Anemone vitifolia ‘Robustissima’, p. 117.


F ‘Royal Standard’ hosta (use 3) 
This perennial’s fragrant white flowers rise above a mound of big green leaves in late summer, perfuming the porch with a sweet scent. See Hosta, p. 135.


G ‘Sum and Substance’ hosta (use 8)
Huge, glossy gold, textured leaves form large, showy mounds at each end of the planting. Although it bears lavender flowers in late summer, some people remove them to showcase the foliage. See Hosta, p. 135.


H Periwinkle (use 18) 
Dark green shiny leaves and blue spring flowers of this perennial ground cover form a clean, evergreen edge in front of the box-woods. See Vinca minor, p. 155.


I Sweet woodruff(use 5) 
Tucked between a boxwood and the anemone, this perennial ground cover is a pleasant surprise to visitors approaching the steps. Bears tiny white flowers in spring. See Galium odoratum, p. 131.


J Hanging boxes and baskets (as desired)
Hang window boxes from the railing and baskets from the porch roof and plant them with shade-tolerant annuals, such as the trailing ivy, impatiens, begonias, coleus, and vinca vine we’ve shown here.




VARIATIONS ON A THEME


Anything but boring, these plantings demonstrate the wide range of possibilities for foundations.
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This house couldn’t have a more natural setting than the rhododendrons and other woodland plants nestled by its walls.
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Junipers and ground covers create an attractive frame for a bay window.
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Colorful perennials and shrubs hide an unattractive foundation, highlight appealing columns, and provide some privacy for porch sitters.









On the sunny side


If your site is sunny, try this design. (It can easily be adapted to a house with a covered porch.) The backbone of the planting is a selection of deciduous and ever green shrubs chosen for their attractive foliage and pleasing natural forms—there’s no fussy shearing necessary here. Perennials flesh out the arrangement, adding color and contrasting foliage textures.


Here, evergreens provide color and the bare branches of deciduous shrubs add structure during the winter. Then, delightful scented blossoms appear in spring. Accented by colorful flowers in summer, handsome foliage puts on a brilliant show in fall.


If your site allows, you can repeat elements of the design to extend the planting to the other side of the stoop.


The shrubs need little pruning to look their best. Just remove dead or diseased wood and clip a branch or two as needed to enhance the plants’ natural form.
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Plants & Projects


A ‘Center Glow’ ninebark (use 1 plant) 
A deciduous shrub but rewarding with exfoliating red bark in the winter. Starts out in the spring with yellowish green foliage that morphs into dark red leaves with purple centers. See Physocarpus opulifolius, p. 145.


B Compact Korean spice viburnum (use 1)
The delicious spicy scent of this deciduous shrub’s white flowers greets visitors at the door in May. Foliage is attractive through summer and fall; pretty pink flower buds emerge in early spring. See Viburnum carlesii ‘Compactum’, p. 156.


C Dwarf Japanese yew (use 3) 
With spreading dark green branches, this tough, slow-growing evergreen shrub is appealing in all four seasons. See Taxus cuspidata ‘Nana’, p. 152.


D ‘NewGen’ boxwood (use 4) 
The small evergreen leaves of this compact shrub hold their bright green color through the winter. Little pruning is required to maintain the soft, mounded form. See Buxus, p. 123.


E Siberian iris (use 3) 
Enjoy this perennial’s elegant flowers in early summer and its graceful clumps of slender arching foliage for the rest of the season. Flowers come in shades of blue, yellow, or white. See Iris sibirica, p. 137.


F ‘Stargazer’ lily (use 3) 
Planted among the irises, these regal perennials will scent the entire planting in late summer with the rich perfume of their white-edged crimson flowers. See Lilium, p. 140.


G Sedum (use 3) 
This perennial’s fleshy blue-gray foliage contrasts with the nearby evergreens, and its rosy pink flowers add color in fall. See Sedum, p. 150.


H Snow-in-summer (use 3) 
Star-shaped white flowers blanket this perennial in early spring. After flowering, its spreading mat of silvery gray evergreen leaves shines at the foot of the yews. See Cerastium tomentosum, p. 124.






A Welcoming Entry



MAKE A PLEASANT PASSAGE TO YOUR FRONT DOOR


Why wait until a visitor reaches the front door to extend a cordial greeting? Well-chosen plants and a revamped walkway not only make the short journey a pleasant one, they can also enhance your home’s most public face and help settle it comfortably in its surroundings.


The curved walk in this design offers visitors a friendly welcome and a helpful “Please come this way.” The first stage of the journey passes between two clipped shrub roses into a handsome garden “room” with larger shrubs near the house and smaller, colorful perennials by the walk. An opening in a hedge of long-blooming shrub roses then leads to a wider paved area that functions as an outdoor foyer. There you can greet guests or relax on the bench and enjoy the plantings that open out onto the lawn. A double course of pavers intersects the walk and an adjacent planting bed, and the circle it describes contrasts nicely with the rectilinear lines of the house and hedge.
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Plants & Projects


Mixing shrubs and perennials, this planting offers colorful flowers and attractive foliage from spring through fall. The shrubs provide structure through the winter and are handsome when covered with new snow. The perennials are dormant in winter; cut them to the ground to make room for snow shoveled off the walk. Maintenance involves pruning the shrubs and clipping spent flowers to keep everything tidy.


A ‘Sea Green’ juniper (use 3 plants) 
This rugged evergreen shrub anchors a corner of the first garden “room” with arching branches that provide year-round pale green color. See Juniperus chinensis, p. 138.
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