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Life at a Glance




	
Year


	
Newton events


	
Contemporary event





	
1642


	
Isaac Newton is born on 25 December at Woolsthorpe Manor, Lincolnshire


	
Outbreak of Civil War

Galileo dies





	
1645


	
 


	
Royalists defeated at Naseby





	
1646


	
His widowed mother, Hannah Newton, marries again; Isaac remains at Woolsthorpe


	
 





	
1649


	
 


	
King Charles I beheaded





	
1653


	
Hannah is widowed and returns to Woolsthorpe


	
Oliver Cromwell appointed Lord Protector





	
1655


	
Isaac enters King’s School, Grantham


	
 





	
1659


	
Isaac leaves school to manage the estate


	
 





	
1660


	
Returns to school to prepare for Cambridge


	
Restoration of monarchy

Charles II ascends throne

Royal Society founded





	
1661


	
Enters Trinity College, Cambridge


	
 





	
1665


	
Graduates with a BA degree

Returns to Lincolnshire during plague


	
Great Plague





	
1666


	
Annus mirabilis of discovery: gravitation, optics, calculus, etc.


	
Great Fire of London





	
1667


	
Returns to Cambridge

Elected Fellow of Trinity College


	
 





	
1669


	
Elected Lucasian Professor of Mathematics

Writes De Analysi on calculus


	
 





	
1671


	
Presents reflecting telescope to Royal Society


	
 





	
1672


	
Elected Fellow of the Royal Society

Writes on light and colour


	
 





	
1675


	
Publishes discoveries on ‘Newton’s rings’


	
Royal Observatory founded at Greenwich





	
1679


	
Hannah dies


	
 





	
1684


	
Halley visits Newton to discuss gravitation

Leibniz publishes his calculus


	
 





	
1685


	
 


	
James II ascends throne





	
1687


	
Publication of Newton’s Principia Mathematica


	
 





	
1688


	
 


	
The ‘Glorious Revolution’





	
1689


	
Elected MP for Cambridge University


	
William III & Mary II ascend throne





	
1694


	
Mary dies

William is sole monarch


	
 





	
1696


	
Moves to London as Warden of the Royal Mint


	
 





	
1699


	
Becomes Master of the Mint


	
 





	
1700


	
Calculus priority dispute develops between Newton and Leibniz


	
 





	
1701


	
Resigns from Lucasian Chair of Mathematics


	
 





	
1702


	
Designs Coronation Medal for Queen Anne


	
Anne ascends throne





	
1703


	
Elected President of the Royal Society


	
 





	
1704


	
Publication of Newton’s Opticks


	
 





	
1705


	
Knighted by Queen Anne


	
 





	
1707


	
 


	
Union of England and Scotland





	
1712


	
Royal Society settles calculus priority dispute in favour of Newton


	
 





	
1714


	
 


	
George I ascends throne





	
1727


	
Newton dies on 20 March in London

Buried in Westminster Abbey
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