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Cover photo: Ford’s lightweight six-cylinder 7810 was an extremely versatile tractor quickly becoming a bestseller and arguably one of the most iconic tractors of the late eighties. This one is seen ploughing wheat stubble.
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MB-Trac tractors produced by Mercedes-Benz from the early seventies through to the early nineties have become extremely sought after classics. This MB-Trac 1100 is seen spreading fertiliser onto winter wheat.














Foreword


There are many conflicting views on what exactly makes a ‘classic tractor’. This book predominantly covers tractors produced from the late 1960s to the late 1980s – the period most commonly thought of as the classic era.


During that time, tractors experienced huge increases in power and saw a rise in the popularity of four-wheel drive. Driver comfort – previously often overlooked – became an important consideration in the late 1980s as quiet cabs with flat floors became the industry standard.


Many of the tractors included in this book are extremely popular – legends in their own right. However, some lesser-known manufacturers’ examples are also included for added interest and to give a complete overview of the machines on offer at the time.


Some of the models in this book were produced at a number of factories for different markets, but the locations provided here only cover the manufacturing location for tractors sold on the UK market.


Many of these classics can still be found hard at work on British farms, often 40 years since they left the factory. Ever-increasing interest from enthusiasts and farmers alike is helping to ensure that tractors from the classic period are preserved for many more years to come.


Chris Lockwood, Suffolk, 2021










1 Belarus MTZ-82


Assembled and/or manufactured in:


USSR


Current situation:


Minsk Tractor Works is still producing Belarus tractors.
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The two-wheel drive MTZ-80 and four-wheel drive MTZ-82 were first produced by the Minsk Tractor Works in 1974. At that time, all tractors produced in the USSR were exported under the ‘Belarus’ name.


The tractors joined the existing Belarus models in the UK in 1977 with importer UMO Belarus opting for a cream and red colour scheme to fit in with the rest of the range.


Under the bonnet a 4.75-litre four-cylinder engine developed 90 hp. This 1978 MTZ-82 is working with a 3-metre Maschio power harrow.


A Swedish-built Fernmo Hytten safety cab was initially fitted for the UK market. (See tractor on facing page.) Later versions, renamed the 800 and 820, gained a slightly taller Junkkari cab from Finland.
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