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FOREWORD

Our goal in this book is to examine the possibility for Christians and Muslims of different sects to live side by side peacefully and in harmony, in the light of a new open-minded reading of the Bible and the Koran, based on recent interpretations and new logical thinking, taking into account the considerable development of sciences since the advent of these two religions, the progress made by humanity since then and the needs for religious groups to cooperate and deal with each other in this era of globalization. We should not forget that as all sides are believers in One Merciful God, God cannot but wish for his believers from either side to come closer and compromise.

	


PREFACE

The killing, destruction and horrors of the civil wars in Syria, Iraq and the Middle East, where tens of thousands of innocent people are being killed due to their religious beliefs, Yazidi women plundered and sold in slave markets, whole cities destroyed, tens of thousands of people with amputated limbs unable to work in need of care, millions of orphaned children, old women and men trying to find a shelter and a crust of bread, where the historic remains of the old civilizations of Assyria, Greece and Rome are being destroyed by the Islamic State and Al-Qaeda’s barbarians, pushed me, an ex-resident of the martyred city of Aleppo, to write this book about the madness of religious fanaticism, that transformed human beings into the worst types of beasts. 

The Author

Note: This book was translated to English by the Author who wrote the book originally in Arabic.

	

Chapter One

The development of religious thought in the Ancient Near East

Knowledge of God developed with time, as men even in prehistory strived to understand the reason for their existence and the forces that controlled it. With the dawn of history at the beginning of the forth millennia BC (Before Christ), we find from archaeological excavations in cuneiform writing the development of religious thought of the peoples of Mesopotamia. The Sumerians believed in many gods, each god controlling certain natural phenomena, and each town with its own supreme god. Later, the Akkadians as well as the Amorites, Babylonians and Assyrians believed in the supremacy of their own single god over all the other gods. In addition to their beliefs in many gods, these peoples developed religious and secular laws for their societies, the most renown being the Code of Laws of the Babylonian King Hammurabi (ruled from about 1792 to 1750 BC) who first came up with “an eye for an eye and tooth for a tooth” formula (Law 196 & 200). 

His Code of Laws also covered social and commercial relationships: The slave to be liberated after four years (Law 117: If a man be in debt and sell his wife, son or daughter,… for three years they shall work in the house of their purchaser or master; in the fourth year they shall be given their freedom.), while in Moses’ Law, it was after seven years (Exodus 21, 2). A thief had to return tenfold the amount of stolen goods (Hammurabi Law 8: If a man steal ox or sheep, ass or pig… he shall render tenfold), while in Moses’ Law, he could be killed if he is caught stealing or had to return two times the amount (Exodus 22:1–3) and Hammurabi’s Law punished judges who accepted bribes (Law 5 & 33) while Moses’ Law just forbade corruption (Exodus 23: 2 & Deuteronomy 16: 18–19). Hammurabi’s Code of Laws was the first written law in History (Robert W. Rogers, The Code of Hammurabi, New York 1917/The Avalon Project – Documents In Law, History & Diplomacy – The Code of Hammurabi, Translated by L.W. King – 2008 Lillian Goldman Law Library). 

Also, the peoples of Mesopotamia, starting with the Sumerians wrote in cuneiform script on clay tablets the stories and myths between men and gods, the most famous being the Sumerian mythical Epic of Gilgamesh translated later to Akkadian language (around 1900 BC). It told about the will of the gods to punish men for their sins by sending a destructive flood similar to the one we find in the Bible (the story of Noah) in most of its details but with the gods now replaced with a single God.

The Ancient Egyptians also worshiped a multitude of gods. Some of those gods were considered more important than others, like the god of the afterlife Osiris, the god Horus son of Osiris that was consolidated with that of Amon-Re the sun god, of whom the Pharaoh came to be regarded as the incarnation, and his consort the goddess Isis. For a short period, the Pharaoh Akhenaton (died around 1336 BC) tried to replace the worship of multiple gods with that of a single god: Aton (the sun god) but the priests rose against him and after his death, returned to polytheism. The Ancient Egyptians believed that each god controlled a specific natural phenomena and they believed that the Pharaohs were of divine origin and accordingly they worshipped them as gods. They built grandiose temples to these gods to obtain their favours. The Ancient Egyptians believed in the resurrection of the dead in body and soul, and afterlife judgment before Osiris, where good and bad people would meet their just reward. To preserve the body of the dead, they embalmed it and placed it in impressive underground tombs and grandiose above ground pyramids. 

Prophet Abraham’s Semitic tribe, which according to the Bible, Genesis 12: 1-5 moved with its flocks from the Sumerian town of Ur (in southern Mesopotamia) to Harran (northern Mesopotamia), where Abraham came to believe in a single God, and from where he was commanded by God to leave his pagan tribe (around 1900 BC) and move to the land of Canaan, the Promised Land, where he and his descendants lived until the sons of his grandson Jacob, with their youngest brother Joseph, moved to Egypt due to a famine that struck the land of Canaan. They lived in Egypt for many generations until they rebelled against the tyranny of Egypt’s Pharaoh, and under the leadership of the son of a Levite: Moses, who was adopted and raised by the daughter of the Pharaoh according to the Bible (Exodus 2: 1–10), upholding their belief in a single God, escaped from Egypt to Canaan. The date of their escape might have taken place sometime after the death of Akhenaton – the Egyptian Pharaoh, and the rebellion of the Egyptian army and priests against the imposed by him worship of Aton (the single sun god). The Hebrews after forty years spent in the Sinai desert and the land of the Midianites crossed the river Jordan and entered the land of Canaan under the leadership of Eshoo the assistant of Moses, whereby comes their name “Hebrews” meaning the “ones who crossed”. The Hebrews after many battles with the Canaanites and other peoples inhabiting the land of Canaan established according to the Bible, kingdoms in parts of this land: King David (ruled from about 1010 till 970 BC) and Solomon (from about 970 till 930 BC).

During this long period of wandering from Mesopotamia to Canaan to Egypt and through the contacts they established with the peoples of these countries and their religious beliefs, the patriarchs, the wise men and the prophets of the Hebrews (starting with Abraham) came to believe in a single God creator of the universe and life. The most distinctive features of His cult were that no image was to be made of Him, that He is invisible and that He made man in his own image. These features made him totally different from the supreme gods of Mesopotamia and Egypt. The Hebrews reached their belief in a single God after rejecting all that seemed illogical to them in the beliefs of these peoples, and probably by the grace of God. To Abraham and his descendants befall this favour. This favour is mentioned in the Koran (Surah 2: 47: “O children of Israel! Remember My favour where-with I favoured you and how I preferred you to all creatures”).

The accumulation of the beliefs of the Hebrews (the Children of Israel, as the sons of Jacob came to be called), their prophets and wise men from Abraham and up to the 5th Century BC, allowed the writing of the five books (Pentateuch: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy) of the Torah in their final form, as collected by the scribe Ezra after the Hebrews return from the Babylonian exile. Although all classical Jewish rabbinic views hold that the five books were entirely or almost entirely Mosaic and of divine origin, in them we find traces of the Hebrews years of captivity in Babylon with the old myth of Gilgamesh and the Code of Laws of Babylonian king Hamurabi. The Hebrew bible (Tanakh, also known as Mikra, meaning ‘reading’. Similar to the meaning of ‘Koran’ in Arabic) as well as the Old Testament of the Christians includes besides the five books of the Torah, the Book of the Prophets and the Writings. The Book of the Prophets consists of the books of Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel as well as the books of the twelve Minor Prophets. The Writings consist of eleven books: The Psalms, Proverbs, Job, The five books of the Song of Songs, the Book of Ruth, the Book of Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, the Book of Esther, Daniel, Ezra–Nehemiah and Chronicles. The Hebrew Bible according to some scholars didn’t take its final form until the first century AD in Palestine.

	

Chapter Two

The Hebrew Bible and the Law of Moses

From the times preceding Christ, no more important book reached us as is the Hebrew Bible. Some other literary works from the old civilizations of the Near East did reach us from recent archaeological excavations but none reached us through ancient manuscripts as the Hebrew Bible. The Hebrew Bible over the centuries went through many phases of auditing and authentication before it took its present form. There were many teachers beside historians who participated in writing the Hebrew Bible, expressing the words of the legislator in the person of the Prophet Moses, in whose mouth spoke Jehovah (God), and the words and teachings of the prophets who followed him. Of the teachers who participated in writing the Bible were the wise men. Unlike Moses’ Law, emanating according to Hebrew rabbis from God, Wisdom originated from men. The renowned books of Wisdom were those of Job and the Proverbs. The goal of these teachers was the development of ethics, justice, social well-being during life on Earth and not the saving of one’s soul. The prophet held a particular position between the teachers, and the Hebrew faith begins with the prophets.

As described above, the founders of the Hebrew beliefs were nomads (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, to name a few) and their traditions and way of life were similar to the way of life of other Semitic peoples amongst whom they lived in Mesopotamia and in the Land of Canaan. The Prophet Jacob and his ancestors were wandering Arameans (Deuteronomy 26: 5: “Then you shall declare before the Lord your God: My father was a wandering Aramean, and he went down into Egypt with a few people and lived there and became a great nation, powerful and numerous”). Their contacts with the Egyptian civilization enriched their beliefs without much changing their way of life and customs as a nomadic people. Before their entry to Egypt, the Hebrew patriarchs, starting with Abraham, had already established a covenant with God, who promised them to multiply their descendants and to give them as inheritance the Land of Canaan. 

Prophet Moses had a major influence on the religious beliefs of the Hebrew people. The ten commandments of Jehovah (God) written on stone tablets and kept in the tabernacle are the basis of the Hebrew Bible. At Mount Sinai, Jehovah spoke to Moses from a fire (Deuteronomy 5: 4–21) giving him a promise He will keep as long as the Children of Israel (the Hebrews) stay faithful to Him. 

It was Moses who saved his people from slavery and led them out of Egypt, but was not allowed to enter the promised land due to a sin he committed (Exodus 32: 19, Numbers 27: 12–14), (The Koran, Surah 28: 15–16, Surah 7: 150–151).

The Ten Commandments of God (Deuteronomy 5: 6–21) are thought to be the ethical basis of all later man-made legislations. Below we provide them as listed in the English Standard Version (ESV):

 1. “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me.

 2. You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.

 3. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.

 4. Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the Lord your God commanded you. Six days you shall labour and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter or your male servant or your female servant, or your ox or your donkey or any of your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates, that your male servant and your female servant may rest as well as you. You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. 

 5. Honour your father and your mother, as the Lord your God commanded you, that your days may be long, and that it may go well with you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.

 6. You shall not murder.

 7. And you shall not commit adultery.

 8. And you shall not steal. 

 9. And you shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.

10. And you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife. And you shall not desire your neighbour’s house, his field, or his male servant, or his female servant, his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbour’s”.

Besides the Ten Commandments, Moses (or could it be later the rabbis?) did add many other rules and regulations to be followed by the Israelites. These included prayer rituals, the sacrifice of animals, allowable meat to consume (specific to animals on land, sea and air), the rituals for ablutions before prayers and other hygiene rules, the methods to be used to diagnose illnesses and to recover from them (leprosy and others). It included also the mercy to show towards fellow Israelites, which included dispensing them of debt payment after the passage of seven years, the approach to follow with foreign peoples (obligation of capital and interest payment for loaned money), and in general their relations with the peoples surrounding them. 

The Law of Moses (the Torah) as collected by the scribe Ezra after the Hebrews return from the Babylonian Exile was in fact a secular constitution, amalgamating the Mosaic Ten Commandments of God with the traditions of a tribal society, certain Babylonian mythological stories and rules based on Hamurabi’s Law, as well as some beliefs and traditions of the settled Egyptian people. It provoked a cultural revolution which brought the cultural level of the Israelite tribes to a much higher level, and allowed them to impose their rule on the surrounding desert tribes and peoples. 

We find in the Torah the first mention of the tribute to be imposed on conquered peoples (Deuteronomy 20: 10–14: “When you draw near to a city to fight against it, offer terms of peace to it. And if it responds to you peaceably and it opens to you, then all the people who are found in it shall do forced labour for you and shall serve you. But if it makes no peace with you, but makes war against you, then you shall besiege it. And when the LORD your God gives it into your hand, you shall put all its males to the sword, but the women and the little ones, the livestock, and everything else in the city, all its spoil, you shall take as plunder for yourselves. And you shall enjoy the spoil of your enemies, which the LORD your God has given you.”) 

The mention of tribute in the Koran came 2000 years later (Surah 9: 29: “Fight against those who have been given the scripture who do not believe in Allah and the Last Day, and forbid not that which Allah has forbidden by his Messenger, and follow not the Religion of Truth, until they are compelled to pay the tribute readily, being brought low”). 

As these rules were thought to be coming from God, they couldn’t evolve with time, as did man-made laws and constitutions of other peoples, which evolved with time through acquired experience, accumulated knowledge and social progress.

Besides the Law of Moses (the Torah), the Hebrew Bible contains a detailed description of the history of the Israelites up to the Babylonian exile and beyond, and the biography of the Israelite prophets and their teachings along with that of their kings and described these as humans prone to commit sin and to repent.

The prophet Amos was the first to ascribe to Jehovah the quality of a God for all humanity (Amos 9: 5–7) and not a God only for the tribe of Israel. The prophet Isaiah confirmed the sanctity of God and revealed His perfection, and spoke about the advent of the Messiah – the Prince of Peace whose reign and authority will prevail worldwide, and under his rule people will convert their swords and pikes into ploughshares, and wolves will live with sheep (Isaiah 2: 2-4, and 11: 1–9).

An obvious shortcoming of the Torah is the Israelites belief that they are the only people chosen by God (Deuteronomy 14: 2: “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God, and the LORD has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.”), and the unequal status which it established between them and the other peoples (Deuteronomy 15: 6: “For the LORD your God will bless you, as he promised you, and you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow, and you shall rule over many nations, but they shall not rule over you.”).

It also painted God (Jehovah) as jealous and vengeful who requested the Israelites to destroy, kill and exterminate the peoples who inhabited the land of Canaan (Deuteronomy 20: 16–17: “But in the cities of these peoples that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance, you shall save alive nothing that breathes, but you shall devote them to complete destruction, the Hittites and the Amorites, the Canaanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, as the LORD your God has commanded…”).

No mention of an afterlife could be found in the Torah’s five books (Pentateuch), and what would be the reward and punishment of the good and evil people, apart from the description of the earthly paradise of Eden, and God’s punishment of Adam and Eve after they disobeyed Him and the death which was therefore their destiny. In the Hebrew Bible, Sheol is a place of darkness to which the spirit of all the dead go, both the righteous and the unrighteous, regardless of the acts and deeds made in life, (Genesis 37: 35-36: “All his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted and said, No, I shall go down to Sheol to my son, mourning.”), (Psalms 6: 6: “For in death there is no remembrance of you; in Sheol who will give your praise.”), (Ecclesiastes 9: 10: “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might, for there is no work or thought or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which you are going.).The Hebrews believed that the spirit of a person is eternal.

Later after the destruction of the first temple and the Babylonian exile (586 BC), the interpretation of Sheol changed for certain Hebrew prophets as we read in Prophet Daniel (12: 2–3: “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”).

With repeated military defeats and episodes of exile and dislocation culminating in the destruction of the Second Temple in AD 70 and the Jewish dispersion from Judea and Samaria (diaspora), Jewish thinkers began to lose hope in an earthly kingdom and started investing greater expectations in a messianic future. 

The Israelites believe in the appearance of a Messiah (a saviour anointed by God) who would deliver the Jewish people from their oppressors, who will establish an eternal earthly kingdom for the people of Israel (Deuteronomy 18: 18–19: “I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.”).

	

Chapter Three

The Greeks and their religious beliefs – The Greek philosophers

The Greeks are an Indo-European people who lived in the Balkan Peninsula and the territories surrounding the Aegean Sea. Their entry into history begins with the history of the Island of Crete in the second millennia BC, which was in contact with the civilizations of Egypt and the Levantine cities (present day Syria, Lebanon and Palestine). The Greek civilization attained its apogee after the victory of the City of Athens and its allied cities over the Persian Empire during the fifth century BC. 

In the period preceding this victory as well as a result of it, prominent figures came to be known worldwide as the statesmen Solon and Pericles, poets and writers Homer and Hesiod, philosophers Thales, Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle and later Plotinus, historians Herodotus, Thucydides and Xenophon, artists and theatre writers Sophocles and Euripides, scientists Archimedes, Euclid and Pythagoras, and geographers Ptolemy and Eurathostenes. The Ancient Greeks believed in many gods and goddesses and many other semi-divine figures such as Zeus, Apollo, Poseidon, Aphrodite, Athena, Dionysus, etc… They created images and statues of their deities for many purposes, not unlike the peoples of Mesopotamia and Egypt. The Greek philosophers (in translation: friends of wisdom) goal was mainly the attainment of truth, justice and harmony for society through the study and analysis of relations between members of the society and also the surrounding natural phenomena, using in the process reason and logic in the quest for knowledge. Some of them came to believe in the existence of an invisible and unchanging Supreme Being.

*

Pythagoras of Samos (Πυθαγόρας 570–495 BC) Ancient Ionian Greek philosopher and mathematician. His teaching influenced the philosophies of Plato and Aristotle.

Many historians believe that Pythagoras origins were Samian, while others believe that he (or his father) was Syrian, from the city of Tyre. He is thought to have received most of his education in Phoenicia and Egypt. The Platonist biographer Plutarch (46–120 AD) writes in his treatise “On Isis and Osiris” that Pythagoras was instructed by the Egyptian priest Onuphis of Heliopolis.

Around 530 BC, he travelled to Croton in southern Italy, where he founded a school in which initiates were sworn to secrecy and lived a communal, ascetic lifestyle. He was egalitarian in his attitude towards women and the school had many female members. Pythagorean teachings used “symbols” to hide their real beliefs and members had to take a vow of secrecy. The teaching mostly identified with Pythagoras is metempsychosis, which holds that every soul is immortal and, upon death, enters into a new body, according to merit. 

Pythagoras fame is related to “his” Theorem in Geometry. The Pythagoreans, advanced the study of mathematics, and said that the principles of mathematics were at the basis of the universe (Aristotle, Metaphysics 1–5), that the planets move according to mathematical equations. The number one was sacred and represented the origin of all things.

*

Socrates was born in Athens in 469 BC. His famous student, Plato, called him, “The wisest, most just, and best of all men whom I have ever known”.

It was the truth that he loved and believed in. He believed in an Eternal Soul full of all knowledge. He believed that there was a difference between what our senses might tell us and the actual truth. He felt that access to the truth could not be achieved by just studying the external phenomena but by using reason. He taught that there are two worlds: a visible world of ever-changing phenomena and another one invisible and unchanging which controls the visible changing one. He taught that the philosophical mind includes reason, will and desire in balance and harmony. And that wisdom is the knowledge of what is right and the correct relationship between all of what exists. He emphasized the existence of an Absolute Justice in the world.

He suggested that what is considered a good act is not good because gods say it is, but is good because it is useful to us in our efforts to be better and happier people. That ethics are not a matter of following the gods or scriptures for what is good or bad, but rather acting according to reason.

*

Socrates himself never wrote any of his ideas down, possibly to avoid problems with simple-minded people, but rather engaged his students in conversations. Plato reconstructed these discussions in a great set of writings known as The Dialogs. Socrates disagreed with the beliefs of fellow Greeks in the existence of many gods and called for the existence of a Supreme Eternal Soul who is the origin of all existence and the source of all virtue. 

*

Plato born in 437 BC was Socrates’ prized student. After Socrates’ death, he founded in 386 BC the Academy. As his teacher, Plato divided reality into two: on the one hand an ideal, which is ultimate reality, permanent, eternal, spiritual. On the other hand, the phenomena: things as they seem to us, associated with matter, time, and space. Phenomena are illusions, which decay and die. Ideals are unchanging, perfect. 

Ideals are available to us through our thought, while phenomena are available to us through our senses, and he argued that thought is a vastly superior means to get to the truth. Senses can only give us information about the ever-changing and imperfect world of phenomena, and so can only provide implications about ultimate reality, not reality itself. Reason goes straight to the ideal. 

According to Plato, the phenomenal world strives to become ideal and perfect. Ideals are, in that sense, a motivating force. In fact, he identifies the ideal with God who is perfect goodness. In his book: The Republic - Penguin Classics Books page 232, 233 & 234 (η πολιτεια) Book VI Chapter e we read: “The eyes possessor… will see nothing… of the object… and the colours will remain invisible unless a third element is present: what you call light. The Good has begotten it in its own likeness and it bears the same relation to sight and visible objects… that the Good bears to intelligence and intelligible objects in the intelligible realm”.

“What gives the objects of knowledge their truth and the knower’s mind the power of knowing is the form of the Good. It is the cause of knowledge and truth… and yet it is even more splendid than knowledge and truth… but it is wrong to think of either as being the Good, whose position is ranked still higher”. 

God created the world out of matter and shaped it according to his ideal. According to Plato, if the world is not perfect, it is not because of God but because the raw materials were not perfect. In a similar way so are the human beings: the body is material and mortal, and the soul is ideal and immortal. The soul includes reason as well as self-awareness and moral sense. The soul is drawn to the good, the ideal, and so is drawn to God. 

Plato talks about three souls. One soul he called appetite, which is mortal and comes from our need for food. The second soul he called spirit or courage and is also mortal, and lives in the heart. The third soul is reason. It is immortal and resides in the brain. 

Plato’s philosophical ideas about the society covered the search for a fair government and a society based on virtue. His ideas are contained in his book: The Republic, where he discusses the education of different classes of society, and especially that of the Guardians (Rulers/Philosophers), but also his books: The Laws and The Statesman. 

In The Republic, he divides society into three elements and compares the elements of his society to three souls: The peasants represent the appetite and are the ones who till the soil to produce food, i.e. take care of society’s basic appetites. The warriors represent the spirit and courage of the society. And the philosopher king with reason guides the society. Plato includes women as men’s equals in his system.

*

Aristotle was born in 384 BC in a small Greek city in Thrace. He joined Plato’s Academy about 376 BC until the death of Plato in 347 BC and disagreed with Plato on many points. For four years, Aristotle served as the teacher of thirteen-year-old Alexander, son of Philip of Macedon. In 334 BC, he returned to Athens and established his school of philosophy in a set of buildings called the Lyceum. 


OEBPS/image/cover.jpg
Is Peaceful Coexistence
Possible Between
Christians and Muslims?

Samir Moura





OEBPS/nav.xhtml

	
CONTENTS



		Cover


		Title


		Contents


		Foreword


		Preface


		Chapter 1: The Development of Religious Thought in the Old Near East 


		Chapter 2: The Hebrew Bible and the Law of Moses


		Chapter 3: The Greeks and Their Religious Beliefs – The Greek Philosophers


		Chapter 4: Ancient Hindu and Persian Religions


		Chapter 5: Christianity


		Chapter 5. A: The Socio-Political Situation in Palestine during the Roman Period


		Chapter 5. B: The Life of Jesus and His Teaching


		Chapter 5. C: The Canonical Evangels and Their Writers


		Chapter 5. D: The Acts of the Apostles and Their Epistles


		Chapter 5. E: The Apostles Creed (Testimony)


		Chapter 5. F: The Spread of Christianity until the Declaration of Milan in AD 313


		Chapter 5. G: The Apocrypha Evangels


		Chapter 5. H: Christian Sects during the First Five Centuries AD


		Chapter 5. I: Christian Churches from the Sixth until the End of Twentieth Century


		Chapter 5. I. a: Eastern Christian Churches till the Arab Islamic Invasions 


		Chapter 5. I. b: The Official Roman Church 


		Chapter 5. I. c: Eastern Christian Churches under Arab Islamic occupation


		Chapter 5. I. d: The Pope of Rome and the Crusades


		Chapter 5. I. e: The Catholic Church Reformation


		Chapter 5. I. f: The Monastic Movement in Christianity


		Chapter 5. I. g: The Diminishing Influence of Catholic and Orthodox Churches


		Chapter 6: Islam


		Chapter 6. A: The Arabian Peninsula and the Hejaz Region before Islam


		Chapter 6. B: Foreign Cultural and Religious Influences in Hejaz until the Sixth Century 


		Chapter 6. C: Prophet Muhammad’s Life


		Chapter 6. D: The Main Subjects of Prophet Muhammad’s Message


		Chapter 6. D. 1: Verses Calling for the Belief in Allah, His Angels and Messengers 


		Chapter 6. D. 2: The Koran and the New Testament – Similarities and Discrepancies 


		Chapter 6. D. 3: Prophet Muhammad’s Call to the People of the Scripture


		Chapter 6. D. 4: Fight against the Idolaters and Disbelievers


		Chapter 6. E: Comparison between the Koran’s Sharia Law and Moses’ Law


		Chapter 6. E. 1: Food and Clothing


		Chapter 6. E. 2: Women in Islam


		Chapter 6. E. 3: Payers, Ablutions and Fasting


		Chapter 6. E. 4: The Sharia Limits


		Chapter 6. E. 5: The Zakat (Alms)


		Chapter 6. E. 6: The “Khums” (the Fifth) of the Spoils of War and Anfal


		Chapter 6. E. 7: Usury (Al-Riba)


		Chapter 6. E. 8: Inheritance


		Chapter 6. E. 9: Land Tax “Al-Kharaj”


		Chapter 6. E. 10: The “Tribute” Head Tax on Non-Muslims


		Chapter 6. E. 11: Slavery and Plunder of Women


		Chapter 6. F: The Assembly of the Koran Verses in a Single Book


		Chapter 6. G: Are the Koran Verses Revealed Word by Word by Allah?


		Chapter 6. H: Sects in Islam


		Chapter 6. H. 1: Shia Muslim Sects


		Chapter 6. H. 1. a: The Zaidy Sect


		Chapter 6. H. 1. b: The Twelve Imami Shia Sect


		Chapter 6. H. 1. c: The Alawite Sect


		Chapter 6. H. 1. d:  The Ismaelite Sect


		Chapter 6. H. 1. e:  The Al-Muahidoun also Called “Druzes”


		Chapter 6. H. 2:  The Philosophical Current in Islam


		Chapter 6. H. 2. a:  The Al-Mutazila School of Thought


		Chapter 6. H. 2. b:  The Muslim Philosophers


		Chapter 6. H. 3:  The Sunni Muslim Schools


		Chapter 6. H. 4:  The Al-Murjia Sect


		Chapter 6. H. 5:  The Wahhabi Sect


		Chapter 6. H. 6:  The Soufi Sects


		Chapter 6. H. 7:  The Khawarej Sect


		Chapter 7:  Is Coexistence Possible between Christianity and Islam?


		Conclusion


		References


		Copyright








	

OEBPS/image/titlepage.jpg
Is Peaceful Coexistence
Possihle Between
Christians and Muslims?

An attempt to bring believers of both
faiths to embrace a peaceful
and amicable relationship

Samir Moura

@p

i

Grosvenor House
Publishing Limited





