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  “The just shall live by faith.”




  Galatians 3:11.




  




  




  The Apostle quotes from the Old Testament, from the Second Chapter of Habakkuk, at the fourth verse, and thus confirms one Inspired statement by another. Even the just are not justified by their own righteousness, but live by faith; it follows then most conclusively, that no man is justified by the Law in the sight of God.




  If the best of men find no Justification coming to them through their personal virtues, but stand accepted only by faith, how much more such imperfect beings, such frequent sinners as ourselves?




  




  Men who are saved by faith become just. The operation of faith upon the human heart is to produce love, and through love, obedience, and obedience to the Divine Law is but another name for morality, or, what is the more Divine form of it, holiness.




  And wherever this holiness exists, we may make sure that the holiness is not the cause of Spiritual Life and safety, but faith is still the wellspring of all. You saw, a few weeks ago, the hawthorn covered with a delicious luxuriance of snow-white flowers, loading the air with fragrance; now, no one among the admiring gazers supposed that those sweet May blossoms caused the hawthorn to live.




  After a while you noticed the horse chestnut adorned with its enchanting pyramids of flowers, but none among you foolishly supposed that the horse chestnut was sustained and created by its bloom; you rightly conceived these forms of beauty to be the products of life, and not the cause of it. You have here, in nature’s emblems, the true Doctrine of the Inner Life. Holiness is the flower of the New Nature. It is inexpressibly lovely and infinitely desirable; no, it must be produced in its season, or we may justly doubt the genuineness of a man’s profession; but the fair Graces of holiness do not save, or give Spiritual Life, or maintain it these are rills from the fount, and not the fountain itself.




  The most athletic man in the world does not live by being athletic, but is athletic because he lives, and has been trained to a perfection of animal vigor. The most enterprising merchant holds his personal property not on account of his character or merit, but because of his civil rights as a citizen.




  




  A man may cultivate his land up to the highest point of production, but his right to his land does not depend upon the mode of culture, but rather upon his title deeds. So the Christian should aim after the highest degree of spiritual culture and of heavenly perfection, and yet his salvation, as to its justness and security, depends not on his attainments, but rests upon his faith in a Crucified Redeemer, as it is written in the text, “The just shall live by faith.”




  Faith is the fruitful root, the inward channel of sap, the great life Grace in every branch of the vine. In considering the text, this morning, we shall use it, perhaps somewhat apart from the context in which it stands, and yet not apart from the mind of the Spirit, nor apart from the intention of the Apostle, if not here yet in other places.
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  In the first place, IN THE PUREST SPIRITUAL SENSE IT IS TRUE THAT THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.




  




  It is through faith that a man becomes just, for otherwise, before the Law of God he is convicted of being unjust being Justified by Faith he is enrolled among the just ones. It is through faith that he is at first quickened and breathes the air of Heaven, for naturally he was dead in trespasses and sins. Faith is the first sure sign of the Spiritual Life within the human breast. He repents of sin and looks to Jesus, because he believes the testimony of God’s Son; and he believes that testimony because he has received a New Life.




  He depends upon the atoning blood of Jesus because his heart has received the power to do so by the Holy Spirit’s gift of Spiritual Life. Ever afterwards you shall judge of the vigor of the man’s Inner Life by the state of his faith if his faith grows exceedingly, then his life also, is increasing in power. If his faith diminishes, then depend upon it, the vital spark burns low; let faith ebb out, and the life floods are ebbing too; let faith roll in with a mighty sweep, in a floodtide of full Assurance, then the secret life floods within the man are rising, and filling the man with sacred energy. Were it possible for faith to die, the Spirit Life must die too; and it is very much because faith is imperishable that the New Life is incorruptible.
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