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					From the time we met Dean Russo, we knew he and his art were very special! When we signed him in 2011, Dean had an active studio and he was occupied with not only the creative but the day-to-day operations as well. Over the next few years, we converted his production operations into a large array of licensed manufacturers, numbering several hundred. This allowed Dean to be freed up to focus on creation.


					2013 was a breakout year for the brand, as we had licensing partners signing on at a brisk pace—apparel, puzzles, journals, and calendars to name a few. The list is extensive. Dean continues to challenge himself both in subject matter and medium, as he is always creating new art. He should also be commended for his continued efforts toward animal rescue and animal charities.


					In closing, the message of art is delivered if it triggers an emotion when viewed. I know Dean’s work touches our souls and tens of thousands of others. A tear, a smile, a laugh, a memory. Dean Russo is a master of drawing (pun intended) these emotions from his work!


					Enjoy! Peace!


					– Jack Appelman, CEO Art Licensing International, Exclusive Agent and Matthew Appelman, President Art Licensing International
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					“I’ve always been drawn to artwork that includes a balance of both controlled execution and chance. It has been important for me as an artist to be sure every piece I do contains these two elements. There should be a part of each piece that is carefully crafted and thought out; after that it’s just up to the paintbrush.”
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					Bliss | Acrylic on Canvas | 2006 | 18 x 24
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					Nobody’s Fool | Acrylic on Canvas | 2006 | 24 x 30
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					Companion | Acrylic on Canvas | 2006 | 18 x 24
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					SID | Acrylic on Canvas | 2006 | 18 x 24
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					Angelina | Acrylic on Canvas | 2006 | 18 x 18
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					Maya | Acrylic on Canvas | 2005 | 24 x 30
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					Watching Rain | Acrylic, Spray Paint on Canvas | 2006 | 18 x 24
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					Einstein | Acrylic on Canvas | 2006 | 24 x 24
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					In Bloom | Acrylic, Spray Paint on Canvas | 2006 | 24 x 24


				


			


			

				

					Early Works 17


				


			


		




		

			

				

					Ely | Acrylic on Paper | 2007 | 18 x 24
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					Happy Greyhound | Acrylic on Paper | 2007 | 18 x 24
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					Good Point | Acrylic, Spray Paint on Canvas | 2007 | 18 x 18
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					Pride | Acrylic on Canvas | 2007 | 18 x 18
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					Hounded | Acrylic, Spray Paint on Canvas | 2007 | 18 x 24
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					Highland | Acrylic, Spray Paint on Canvas | 2007 | 18 x 24
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Introduction

The book before you tells my life achievements in photos. Inspired by animals and people, I've
crafted each work with love and care to capture the personality displayed by each subject. The
pit bull, a misunderstood breed and the victim of misplaced stigma, has had a starring role as a
muse that kicked off my career. I continue to paint and be inspired by pit bulls to this day.

Before I was able to extend my reach into the art world, I started taking classes at Pratt
Institute, only truly becoming the vision of a starving art student after the school experience
was over. | ate ramen and peanut butter while working from the hallway of my tiny apartment in
order to make a living as an artist. It lacked the bells and whistles that adorn my current artwork,
yet interested people enough to pay my bills and launch my career.

Eventually I was fortunate enough to move into my very own studio and finally was able to
express my creativity through new mediums, one of which was spray paint. The freedom of a
studio combined with an outlet to “open new worlds” on canvas helped to develop my style into
one that continues to this day. It gave me an identifying marker as an artist.

These days I continue to reinvent my style and try to constantly evolve as an artist. I have
begun to use screen stencils and collage in my recent work to set it apart from previous bodies
of work. Also in my repertoire are vibrantly painted animal head sculptures made of cast resin.
They are trophies without cruelty. The line-up includes giraffes, antelopes, horses, and elephants.
They allow the beholder to experience a 3D version of the animal’s beauty through my own eyes.

To get the full picture of my journey into the art world just turn the page, and enjoy.

My thanks to: My family for their support.
Joann for her love, and her gift of constant positive inspiration.
And to the team at Art Licensing for believing in me and my work from the beginning.
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