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Presentation

This book covers everything from basic to advanced, making it useful for both beginners and professionals.

With tables and practical exercises, as well as interpretations of all the combinations, this is the definitive guide for anyone who wants to learn how to play Lenormand like an expert.

You'll learn basic fundamentals and pair combinations in all their possibilities, as well as some advanced combinations and references to continue your studies.

It is a practical book for both beginners and professionals.



	
Please note: This book was originally written in Brazilian Portuguese and is the translated version at https://www.onlinedoctranslator.com/. Therefore, it may contain translation errors.






Introduction

1. What is the Lenormand Deck?


The Lenormand Deck is a card oracle used for prediction, self-knowledge and symbolic analysis, composed of 36 letters with simple and direct images (such as the Knight, the Clover, the House, the Snake, etc.). Its name honors the famous French fortune teller Mademoiselle Marie Anne Lenormand (1772–1843), although she probably did not create the deck itself.


Main Features:

1. Origin:


	
It emerged in the 19th century, in Europe, inspired by traditional card games (such as the game of Hope) and popular symbols of the time. 

	
It is not a tarot (although it is often compared), as its cards have more concrete and everyday meanings. 





2. Structure:


	
36 letters numbered, each with an iconic image (Example: Children, Clouds, Dog, Heart). 


	Some versions include additional cards (such as the man and woman, representing the querent). 





3. Interpretative Approach:


	
Focus on combinations (doubles, trios or sequences), where the context between the cards is more important than isolated meanings. 


	Direct and practical answers, linked to everyday situations (love, work, health, etc.). 





4. Difference to Tarot:


	
Tarot: Addresses complex archetypes and spiritual journeys (Example: The Fool, Death). 

	
Lenormand: It brings literal symbols (Example: The Letter = messages; The Fox = caution/mistakes). 





Usage Example:


	
Question: "What will my week at work be like?" 

	
Drawing: Knight (1) + Stars (16) + Mountain (21) 





◦      Knight: Fast news or movement.



◦      Stars: Inspiration and clarity.



◦      Mountain: Challenges or obstacles.


	
Possible interpretation: "You will receive an important communication (Knight) that will bring insights (Stars) but will require overcoming difficulties (Mountain)." 




Why is it Popular?


	
Simplicity: The letters"talk" between them, making reading easier. 

	
Versatility :It can be used for objective questions or deeper analysis. 

	
Connection with everyday life: It addresses topics such as relationships, finances and health in a practical way. 




-*-


2. The Importance of Combinations Between Cards


In the Lenormand Deck, the cards are never read in isolation– your true power lies in interaction between them. Unlike Tarot, where a card like"The Tower" or"The Star" can have a deep meaning in itself, in Lenormand, the richness of interpretation arises when two, three or more cards connect, creating accurate and contextualized narratives.


Why Are Combinations Essential?

1. Contextualization of Meaning

A card alone has a general meaning, but when combined, its meaning adapts to the question and the neighboring cards.

Example:


	
Heart (24) alone = Love, emotions. 


	
Heart + Coffin (8) = Love that ended, emotional mourning. 


	
Heart + Pisces (34) = Family love, shared affection. 






2. Accuracy of Responses


Lenormand is known for answers direct and objective, and the combinations help to refine the message.


Example:


	
Knight (1) + Letter (27) = A message arriving quickly. 

	
Knight (1) + Fox (14) = Someone may be acting in bad faith. 




3. Creating "Stories" or Scenarios

The order and proximity of the cards form a logical narrative, like pieces of a puzzle.

Example:

	
House (4) + Tree (5) + Children (13) = Family stability, growth at home, possibly a pregnancy. 





4. Identifying Key Themes


Some combinations are classic and recurring, serving as"shortcuts" interpretative.


Famous examples:


	
Dog (18) + Snake (7) = False friendship, betrayal. 

	
Moon (32) + Sun (31) = Public success, recognition. 





5. Flexibility in Different Reading Methods

Combinations work on any type of print run, whether:


	
Pairs (2 cards) → For quick answers. 


	
Three of a Kind (3 cards) → For cause-effect analysis. 


	
Big Table (Big Game) → For an overview of the consultant's life. 





How to Learn to Combine Cards Efficiently?


	
Study the basic meanings of each card before combining them. 


	
Observe the order – The first card can influence the second. 






◦      Ex 1: Book (26) + Cross (36) = A painful secret.



◦      Ex 2: Cross (36) + Book (26) = A hard lesson to learn.



	
Practice with objective questions (Example:"Why did my boss act like that?") and analyze how the cards relate to each other. 


	
Note recurring combinations to create your own repertoire. 






Conclusion


Mastering combinations in Lenormand is like learn to language of letters – each interaction reveals nuances, alerts, and opportunities that reading alone wouldn't capture. The more you practice, the more natural it will become"to hear" the dialogue between them and offer accurate and profound interpretations.
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3. How to Use This Book


This book is designed to be a complete reference guide about the Lenormand deck combinations, allowing you to quickly consult interpretations or study the meanings in depth. Here's a step-by-step guide to making the most of its structure:



1. For Beginners: Start with the Basics


Read the Introduction and Part 1 to understand:



	What is Lenormand and how does it differ from Tarot? 

	The individual meanings of the 36 cards (essential summary). 

	
The basic rules of combination (Example: as neutral cards, such as The Clouds, modify the neighboring ones). 





Tip: Write down the cards that catch your eye the most and practice associating them mentally before moving on to the combinations.


2. Querying Specific Combinations (Part 2)

Direct Method:

	
If you drew two cards in a reading (Example: Knight + Heart), go to: 





◦      Knight's Section (1) → Combination with the card 24 (Heart).


	Each entry brings: 




◦      Literal interpretation (Example:"News about love").



◦      Possible contexts (love, work, health).


	
Nuance tips (whether the combination is positive, neutral or challenging). 





Reverse Method:

	
If the second letter is more relevant (Example: Heart + Knight), see alsoHeart Section to see how the meaning changes. 





3. Digging Deeper with 3+ Card Combinations (Part 3)

	
Use pairwise combinations as a basis for understandinglarger sequences. 





◦      Example: Knight + Heart + Pisces:



	
Consult Knight + Heart →"Exciting news". 


	
After Heart + Pisces →"Family/Shared Love". 


	
Combine the meanings: "A message brings joy to the family". 





	
Tip: The order of the cards matters! The first influences the second, and so on. 





4. For Advanced Study

	
Specific Topics (Part 3): 




◦      Use the combinations marked as"Love", "Career" or"Challenges" to focus on areas of life.



	
Practice with Sample Prints to see how the combinations apply in real cases. 


	
Challenge yourself: 





◦      Pick two random cards and try to interpret them before reading the book. Then, check and refine your understanding.



5. Use the Attachments for Quick Reference (Part 4)


	
Table of Meanings: Ideal for reviewing the basics without rereading entire chapters. 


	
Frequent Combinations Map: Highlights classic pairs (Example: Dog + Whip = wounded loyalty). 


	
Glossary: Explains symbolic terms (Example: what"Moon" represents beyond intuition). 






6. Adapting to Your Style

	
Free Reading vs. Technical Reading: 




◦      If you prefer intuition, use the book to confirm insights.



◦      If you like method, follow literal interpretations and then adjust to the context.


	
Include Your Own Observations: Note combinations that come up repeatedly in your readings. 





Practical Example:


	
Question: "Will I get a job offer?" 


	
Draw: Knight (1) + Book (26) + Key (33) 

	
1. Consult: 






◦      Knight + Book → "News about a secret or new knowledge".



◦      Book + Key → "Revealed solution or decisive opportunity".


	
2. Conclusion: "Yes, a proposal (Key) will arrive soon (Knight), but it involves details not yet disclosed (Book)". 





Final Notes:


	
This book is a tool, not a"Bible". Your personal experience with the cards is equally important. 


	Go back to the initial chapters whenever you have questions about the fundamentals. 




Ready to get started? The next few pages bring the world of Lenormand combinations right to your attention!


4. Methods of Interpretation (Reading Order, Proximity, Mutual Influences)


The Lenormand Deck stands out for its approach contextual – the meaning of the cards changes depending on your position, neighborhood and interactions. Below are the main reading methods, from basic to advanced:



1. Reading Order (Logical Sequence)


The order in which the cards appear defines the narrative. Generally, it is read from left to right (in linear print runs) or central letter to the sides (in focused readings).


Rules:


	
First letter: Main theme or cause. 

	
Second letter: Action or development. 

	
Third letter: Result or conclusion. 




Example (3 letters):

Knight (1) + Card (27) + Pisces (34)


	
Knight: Fast news/messenger. 


	
Letter: Document, written communication. 


	
Fish: Abundance, inheritance. 






Interpretation: "A message (Letter) will arrive soon (Knight) bringing material benefits (Pisces)."



2. Proximity (Adjacent Letters)


Nearby letters modify or detail to each other. The closer they are, the stronger the connection.


Rules:


	
Letters side by side: Direct influence. 


	
Separate letters: Independent themes. 


	
Letter between two opposites: Can indicate conflict or mediation. 





Example (Line Printing):

House (4) + Clouds (6) + Sun (31)


	
House + Clouds: Confusion at home. 


	
Clouds + Sun: The difficulty dissipates. 






Interpretation: "Family problems (House+Clouds) will beresolved clearly (Sun)."



3. Mutual Influences (Dynamic Combinations)


Some letters intensify,neutralize or invert the meaning of the neighbors.


Types of Influence:





	Type


	Example


	Effect





	Reinforcement


	Heart (24) + Stars (16)


	Love + Hope = Intense Romance.





	Neutralization


	Cross (36) + Children (13)


	Suffering + Innocence = Painsoftened.





	Inversion


	Fox (14) + Dog (18)


	Betrayal + Loyalty = Distrust of a "friend".







Practical Example:

	
Moon (32) + Whip (11) + Garden (20) 




◦      Moon + Whip: Success (Moon) cut (Whip).



◦      Whip + Garden: Conflict in a group.


	
Interpretation: "Professional recognition (Moon) is harmed by disputes (Whip) in the social environment (Garden)." 




4. Center Card Method (For Odd-Numbered Draws)


In runs of 3, 5 or 7 cards, the middle card and the heart of the matter, and the sides show:



	
On the left: Past/causes. 


	
On the right: Future/effects. 





Example (5 cards):

	
Knight (1) – Tree (5) – Pisces (34) – Heart (24) – Stars (16) 




◦      Central (Pisces): Main theme = Prosperity.



◦      Left (Knight + Tree): Health news.



◦      Right (Heart + Stars): Love and hope.


	
Interpretation:"A period of abundance (Pisces) follows health concerns (Tree), bringing romantic happiness (Heart+Stars)." 



5. "Big Game" Method (4x8 Table + 4 Cards) or Royal Table

Used for life overview, analyzes:


	
Horizontal lines: Themes (love, work, etc.). 


	
Vertical columns: Time (past → future). 


	
Letters in the corners: Critical points. 






Tip: Combine the techniques of proximity and order within each table cell.


Practical Application Summary


	
Define the method as per your question (simple → use pairs; complex → use 3+ cards). 


	
Observe the order to understand the narrative. 


	
Analyze proximity to see connections. 


	
Evaluate influences (reinforcement, neutralization, inversion). 


	
Practice with everyday questions (Example:"Why did my colleague act like that?"). 





Final Example:


	
Question: "Should I accept the job change proposal?" 


	

Draw (3 cards): Ship (3) + Mountain (21) + Key (33) 


	
Order: Ship (change) + Mountain (obstacle) + Key (solution). 


	
Proximity: Mountains block the Ship, but the Key opens the way. 


	
Influence: Key neutralizes Mountain. 






	
Interpretation: "Change (Ship) seems difficult (Mountain), but it is the solution (Key) to move forward." 




Extra Tip:


Build one personal combinations notebook – take note of how certain pairs/trios repeat themselves in your readings to create your own repertoire!



Part 1: Basic Fundamentals

1. Brief History of Lenormand


The Gypsy Lenormand Deck is one of the most popular oracles in the world, but its origins are shrouded in mystery and cultural adaptations. Contrary to what many people think, Mademoiselle Marie Anne Lenormand (1772–1843) — the celebrated French fortune teller who read for figures such as Napoleon and Josephine —did not create this deck. The connection with her name arose as a posthumous tribute, due to her fame as a clairvoyant.


Origins of the Deck

1. 19th Century – Germany:


	
The Lenormand deck derives from the "Game of Hope" (Das Spiel der Hoffnung), a board game with 36 illustrated cards, created by Johann Kaspar Hechtel in 1799. 


	
The images were simple (Knight, House, Dog, etc.) and were used for a game of chance, not for fortune telling. 






2. Adaptation for Cartomancy:


	In the early 19th century, German and Belgian fortune tellers began using these cards for predictions, associating them with gypsy tradition and the name of Mlle. Lenormand (now deceased) to give them more credibility. 

	
The first version"Lenormand" appeared in Belgium in1845, by the publisher Grimaud, with minor modifications in symbolism. 






3. Popularization in Europe:


	
The deck spread throughout France, Austria and Eastern Europe, earning the nickname "Gypsy Deck" due to the association with nomadic peoples (who already used letters for reading). 


	
In Russia, it became known as "Gypsy Lenormand" (Gypsy Lenormand), even without direct relation to the gypsies. 






Differences Between Versions


	
Deck of 36 Cards: The most used today, with fixed symbols (Example: Snake = betrayal; Star = hope). 


	
Deck of 54 Cards: Expanded versions, including cards like"Man" and"Woman" to represent the consultant. 


	
Regional Variants: 





◦      Belgian/Germanic Lenormand: It maintains the classic style of the Game of Hope.



◦      French Lenormand: Includes more elements astrological.



Why"Gypsy"?



	
Gypsies (Roma) were seen as mystics and nomads in 19th century Europe, and many fortune tellers appropriated this imagery to sell the deck as"secret inheritance". 


	
In reality, the Lenormand has no gypsy origins, but Romany culture ended up incorporating it into its practices. 






Curiosities


	
Mlle. Lenormand used Tarot and Common Cards — never the deck that bore his name! 


	
The "Little Lenormand" (36 cards) is more used for direct predictions, while the"Great Lenormand" (54 cards) includes Tarot elements. 


	In Brazil, the deck arrived in the 20th century, associated with spiritualist culture and Umbanda. 





Legacy


Today, Lenormand is a accessible and practical oracle, preferred by those seeking clear answers about love, work, and everyday life. His story is an example of how symbols and folklore blend to create timeless tools.



Ready to explore your combinations? The next chapter of this book dives into the meanings letter by letter!
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2. Individual Meanings of the 36 Cards (Summary)


The Lenormand Deck is composed of 36 letters, each with a unique symbol and specific meaning. Here's a clear and straightforward summary of each card, following traditional numbering:



1. The Knight (Messenger)


	
Topics: News, speed, movement, visit. 


	
Positive: Information arrives, action is swift. 


	
Challenge: Anxiety, rushing without planning. 






2. The Clover (Luck)


	
Topics: Passing luck, opportunities, chance. 


	
Positive: Good luck, little joys. 


	
Challenge: Ephemeral luck, don't just trust in chance. 






3. The Ship (Voyage)


	
Topics: Travel, changes, expansion. 


	
Positive: New paths, freedom. 


	
Challenge: Distance, longing, instability. 






4. The House (Home)


	
Topics: Family, security, roots. 


	
Positive: Stability, comfort. 


	
Challenge: Domestic conflicts, isolation. 






5. The Tree (Health)


	
Topics: Health, growth, ancestry. 


	
Positive: Vitality, healing. 


	
Challenge: Chronic diseases, stagnation. 






6. The Clouds (Confusion)


	
Topics: Doubts, uncertainties, problems. 


	
Positive: If clear (bright side), revelations. 


	
Challenge: Confusion, pessimism. 






7. The Serpent (Betrayal)


	
Topics: Deception, temptation, wisdom. 


	
Positive: Strategic intelligence. 


	
Challenge: Betrayal, manipulation. 






8. The Coffin (End)


	
Topics: Transformation, ending, mourning. 


	
Positive: Renaissance after crisis. 


	
Challenge: Losses, depression. 






9. The Bouquet (Gift)


	
Topics: Gifts, joy, kindness. 


	
Positive: Recognition, affection. 


	
Challenge: Gifts with hidden intentions. 






10. The Scythe (Cut)


	
Topics: Unpleasant situations, suffering, transformation. 

	
Positive: Favorable changes and harvests. 


	
Challenge: Pain, losses, wasted efforts. 






11. The Rod or The Whip (Conflict)


	
Topics: Discussions, discipline, challenges. 


	
Positive: Courage to face problems. 


	
Challenge: Fights, authoritarianism. 






12. The Birds (Conversation)


	
Topics: Communication, gossip, anxiety. 


	
Positive: Productive dialogue. 


	
Challenge: Falsehoods, excessive rumors. 






13. The Child (Innocence)


	
Topics: Purity, new beginnings, simplicity. 


	
Positive: Renovation, children's projects. 


	
Challenge: Immaturity, dependence. 






14. The Fox (Cunning)


	
Topics: Lie, strategy, caution. 


	
Positive: Problem-solving skills. 


	
Challenge: Fraud, distrust. 






15. The Bear (Strength)


	
Topics: Power, protection, material resources. 


	
Positive: Authority, financial security. 


	
Challenge: Excessive control, selfishness. 






16. The Stars (Hope)


	
Topics: Inspiration, spirituality, guide. 


	
Positive: Faith, mental clarity. 


	
Challenge: Illusion, unrealistic expectations. 






17. The Stork (Change)


	
Topics: Transformation, renewal, turning point. 


	
Positive: New cycles, adaptation. 


	
Challenge: Sudden changes, instability. 






18. The Dog (Friendship)


	
Topics: Loyalty, partnerships, support. 


	
Positive: True friendship. 


	
Challenge: Emotional dependence. 






19. The Tower (Isolation)


	
Topics: Loneliness, institutions, protection. 


	
Positive: Self-knowledge, structure. 


	
Challenge: Coldness, distance. 






20. The Garden (Public)


	
Topics: Society, recognition, networking. 


	
Positive: Popularity, collaboration. 


	
Challenge: Excessive exposure, false friends. 






21. The Mountain (Obstacle)


	
Topics: Barriers, challenges, resistance. 


	
Positive: Strength to overcome. 


	
Challenge: Long-lasting blockages. 






22. The Path (Choice)


	
Topics: Decisions, duality, destiny. 


	
Positive: Clear options. 


	
Challenge: Indecision, divergent paths. 






23. The Rats (Loss)


	
Topics: Theft, wear and tear, anxiety. 


	
Positive: Eliminate the unnecessary. 


	
Challenge: Deterioration, loss. 






24. The Heart (Love)


	
Topics: Emotions, passion, compassion. 


	
Positive: Love, happiness. 


	
Challenge: Jealousy, hurt. 






25. The Ring (Commitment)


	
Topics: Agreements, unions, contracts. 


	
Positive: Marriage, solid partnerships. 


	
Challenge: Oppressive obligations. 






26. The Book (Secret)


	
Topics: Hidden knowledge, mysteries. 


	
Positive: Learning, intuition. 


	
Challenge: Dangerous secrets. 






27. The Letter (Message)


	
Topics: Communication, documents. 


	
Positive: Important news. 


	
Challenge: Poor communication. 






28. The Man / 29. The Woman (Consultant or Partner)


	
Topics: Specific person (usually the consultant or someone close to them). 


	
Tip: In traditional decks, these cards can be generic or represent specific figures. 






30. The Lily (Peace)


	
Topics: Harmony, wisdom, maturity. 


	
Positive: Serenity, conflict resolution. 


	
Challenge: Excessive passivity. 






31. The Sun (Success)


	
Topics: Victory, joy, recognition. 


	
Positive: Brightness, human warmth. 


	
Challenge: Inflated ego. 






32. The Moon (Intuition)


	
Topics: Subconscious, fame, cycles. 


	
Positive: Sensitivity, creativity. 


	
Challenge: Illusions, emotional instability. 






33. The Key (Solution)


	
Topics: Certainty, unique opportunity. 


	
Positive: Doors that open. 


	
Challenge: Obsession with control. 






34. The Fish (Money)


	
Topics: Fortune, abundance, flow. 


	
Positive: Prosperity. 


	
Challenge: Greed. 






35. The Anchor (Stability)


	
Topics: Safety, patience, work. 


	
Positive: Constancy, goals achieved. 


	
Challenge: Rigidity, fear of change. 






36. The Cross (Ordeal)


	
Topics: Sacrifice, karmic lesson, ordeal, mission. 


	
Positive: Spiritual growth, higher purpose. 

	
Challenge: Inevitable pain and suffering. 






(Notice: In some decks, card 36 is"The Cross", repeating themes of fate and trial. Other versions feature"The Gypsy"or"The Flag".)



Usage Tip:


	
Neutral cards (Example: Clouds, Paths) change depending on their neighbors. 


	
Negative letters (Example: Snake, Coffin) can have positive aspects in certain contexts (Example: Coffin = end of a bad cycle). 




-*-


3. Rules for Combining Cards (Context, Polarities, Neutral Cards)


The interpretation of Lenormand depends of the interaction between the cards, not just their isolated meanings. Here are the essential rules for accurate combinations, considering context, polarities and neutral cards:



1. Context is Everything

	
The consultant's question defines the focus of the reading. 





◦      Example: Heart (24) it can be romantic love or familial love, depending on the issue.
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