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	Foreword

	Dear reader,

	my name is Dominique Bitterli. I am a Swiss citizen in the beginning of my thirties. In August 2020, shortly after the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, I emigrate to Germany near Stuttgart to be with my life partner. In January 2022, our son was born.

	In times of Corona, I often find myself shaking my head in disbelief, which led me decide to write my first book during my time as a mom. It is meant to serve all those who did not experience this historic event firsthand. After all, who better like me, an ordinary citizen, is able to tell people about the exciting and sometimes truly peculiar events later on?

	Do you already know, for example, that commuters living in Germany and working in Switzerland are allowed to remove their masks on the train at the border crossing? Or that certain vaccines can lead to increased chances of heart muscle disease in individuals under the age of 30? On the following pages, you will be confronted with a variety of such topics. You will find a large number of worldwide facts as well as personal experiences. They are written in a concise and brief manner, unlike what you would probably come across in history books. Additionally, I have decided to write in the present time, as in 2022 I am still in the midst of the events.

	But enough of all the preamble. I wish you lots of fun, while smiling and marveling.
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	#1 National Vaccination Strategy

	In November 2020, Germany decided on its national vaccination strategy1 to combat COVID-19. However, society is divides when it comes to COVID-19 vaccination2, leading to thousands of demonstrations by those willing to be vaccinated and COVID skeptics3. The vaccination strategy1 prioritizes certain population groups such as the elderly, medical personnel, and individuals with pre-existing conditions. Vaccinations administers in vaccination centers, medical practices, and through mobile teams. Approved vaccines are used to ensure comprehensive protection against the virus. The vaccination is voluntary and free for all citizens.
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