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In "The Fairy Mythology," Thomas Keightley embarks on an extensive exploration of the rich tapestry of fairy lore, weaving together an array of stories, characterizations, and symbolic interpretations from various cultures. This seminal work delves into the origins, development, and regional variations of fairy tales, adopting a scholarly approach that is both meticulous and accessible. Keightley's literary style merges scholarly rigor with a narrative flair, drawing on folklore studies and mythological frameworks to offer readers a comprehensive understanding of these enchanting narratives and their cultural implications. Thomas Keightley, an Irish literary scholar of the 19th century, was deeply influenced by the burgeoning interest in folktales and mythology during his time. His background in literature and history, complemented by scholarly pursuits in the realms of folklore, shaped his curiosity about the fantastical elements of human culture. Writing during a period that witnessed a revival of interest in folk narratives, Keightley sought to demystify fairy myths, unfolding the complex interactions between folklore and societal values, thus illuminating the human psyche through these timeless tales. This book is an essential read for anyone interested in folklore, fairy tales, or cultural studies. Keightley's insightful examination invites readers to traverse the imaginative landscapes of mythological beings and explore the universal themes that underpin humanity's storytelling traditions. Scholars, storytellers, and lovers of fantasy alike will find themselves captivated by Keightley's rich tapestry of narratives that inspire reflection on the nature of belief and imagination.
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H. C. Andersen's "The Ice-Maiden: and Other Tales" offers readers a mesmerizing exploration into the realm of fantastical and poignant narratives that blend folklore with profound human emotion. Andersen employs a lyrical and evocative literary style, characterized by rich imagery and a deep sense of moral inquiry. This collection features several tales, with 'The Ice-Maiden' standing out as a central narrative that captures the struggle between love, longing, and the inexorable pull of nature, showcasing Andersen's mastery in weaving fantasy with existential dilemmas and societal reflections typical of the early 19th century. Hans Christian Andersen, a prominent figure in fairy tale literature, became a voice of his generation, profoundly influenced by his humble beginnings and the struggles of his youth. He penned these narratives during a period of great creative output, amid the Romantic movement that celebrated individualism and the beauty of the natural world. Andersen's own experiences, marked by feelings of isolation and yearning, resonate throughout his tales, adding layers of psychological complexity and emotional depth. For readers seeking a rich tapestry of imagination punctuated by moral introspection, "The Ice-Maiden: and Other Tales" serves as a crucial text. It offers not only a glimpse into Andersen's artistic genius but also a timeless examination of human desires and the forces that shape our lives, making it a must-read for both enthusiasts of fairy tales and scholars of literature alike.
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In 'The Rose and the Ring,' William Makepeace Thackeray employs a rich tapestry of satire, humor, and fairy tale conventions to craft a narrative that critiques societal norms and human folly. Set in a whimsical kingdom, the story unfolds around the lives of two princes and their intertwined fates, driven by the quests for love, honor, and magic. Thackeray's literary flair is evident in his adept use of lively characterizations and witty dialogues, as he draws inspiration from both the traditions of fairy tales and the moral complexities of Victorian society. This unique blend of storytelling serves to illuminate the paradoxes of human ambition and desire, while enchantingly engaging readers from start to finish. Thackeray, a prominent figure of Victorian literature, is best known for his incisive social commentary and his keen insight into human behavior, often reflecting his own experiences of class and privilege. The author's extensive travels and encounters with diverse cultures greatly influenced his writing, allowing him to weave intricate narratives that resonate with universal themes. 'The Rose and the Ring' was conceived during a period when Thackeray straddled the lines of both childhood innocence and adult insight, showcasing his versatility as both a satirist and storyteller. This enchanting tale is a must-read for anyone intrigued by the intricacies of human nature and the societal structures of the time. 'The Rose and the Ring' transcends mere fairy tale; it is an insightful reflection on the human condition, masterfully wrapped in the guise of a playful narrative. Thackeray's exquisite prose and profound themes make this work a timeless exploration of love, ambition, and the human spirit.
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In "Myths of the Rhine," M. Xavier weaves a rich tapestry of folklore and legend that explores the mythical narratives surrounding the iconic Rhine River. Combining lyrical prose with an analytical approach, Xavier illuminates the historical and cultural contexts of these myths, delving into their significance in shaping regional identity. The book serves as a profound meditation on how these tales illuminate the human experience, blending history with imaginative storytelling, and reflecting on the interplay between nature and mythology in a pivotal European landscape. M. Xavier, a noted folklorist and cultural historian, draws on his deep-rooted fascination with the Rhine River and the tapestry of stories that permeate its banks. His extensive research in European folklore, combined with personal encounters and observations along the Rhine, provides a unique perspective on the narratives that have transcended generations. Xavier's academic background, particularly in the study of mythology and regional cultures, has equipped him to approach these myths with both reverence and critical insight. This compelling book is recommended for readers interested in folklore, cultural history, and European studies. Xavier's exploration of the Myths of the Rhine invites readers to embark on a journey that reveals the timeless power of storytelling and the enduring connection between place and myth.
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In "A Study of Fairy Tales," Laura Fry Kready conducts an extensive examination of the origins, structures, and thematic elements that define the fairy tale genre. Through a meticulous analysis of various narratives, Kready delves into cultural contexts, psychological underpinnings, and symbolic meanings embedded within these timeless stories. Her literary style is both accessible and scholarly, making it a valuable resource for students, educators, and enthusiasts of folklore. Drawing from folklore studies and literary criticism, she situates fairy tales within their historical context, revealing insights into the evolution of storytelling that resonates across cultures. Laura Fry Kready, an esteemed educator and scholar in the field of literature, brings her wealth of knowledge and passion for folklore to this compelling work. Her academic background and significant contributions to children's literature and fairy tale scholarship form the foundation of this study. Kready's unique perspective is informed by her deep engagement with both literary texts and the educational methodologies that enhance our understanding of narrative forms, making her an authoritative voice in the field. This book is highly recommended for anyone interested in the rich tapestry of fairy tales—be it scholars seeking a deeper understanding of the genre, educators looking for effective teaching tools, or casual readers who wish to explore the intricacies behind the stories they cherish. Kready's insightful analysis illuminates the enduring relevance of fairy tales, encouraging readers to reflect on their roles in our shared cultural heritage.
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Introduction


In psychiatry and the related sciences there has lately broken out a struggle for and against the Freudian theories. I count myself fortunate to be able, by means of such beautiful, inviting material as fairy tales, to bear a weapon in this conflict.


An accident, in which a chain of causes culminated in a careful examination of the Freudian mechanisms (the foundation works of this investigator have naturally become of the greatest importance for the proposed work) led me, through working with fairy tales, to go forth out of the realm of clinical psychiatry and tread ground that was formerly not especially known to me but where I soon felt myself at home. For the psychology of fairy tales, as we have learned to know through Freud, stands in close relationship to the world of dreams, of hysteria, and of mental disease. My excursion into this territory was fraught with certain difficulties all of which I could not overcome and which prevented me at first from getting anything conclusive from my researches. The material is too great for a novice to be able to fathom it in all directions in a short time, so I was provisionally constrained to take my examples from only a portion of the known collections of fairy tales. The greatest difficulty was due to my philological and my historical shortcomings. With a broader philological knowledge more could be gained from the same material. I have for example, an impression, that in the Germanic mythology many documents lie buried that to me were simply inaccessible.


However, that is not an absolute obstacle. One is entitled to examine the separate tales as final in themselves for when, in a given instance, the work of interpretation is successful and the symbols are explained, each tale is dealt with as a complete theme in itself. Some render, apparently unaltered, old myths, which we analyze with success as psychological wholes. Others contain and utilize only fragments of myths as material for a new one that again is complete in itself. These mythological fragments have been followed up actively but the full significance of these tales ​has not been grasped nor exhausted. Psychological analysis by the use of Freud's methods and results was the first to accomplish this. This is successful, for the fairy tales are inventions of the directly utilized, immediately conceived experiences of the primitive human soul and the general human tendency to wishfulfillment, which we find again in modern fiction only somewhat more complicated and garbed in different forms. Thus we come to examine and interpret fairy tales and myths not only along astronomical and abstract lines but primarily in accordance with their deeper psychological trends.


Anyhow I arrived at the pleasing and important conclusion, that for my work, it was not necessary for the investigation of fairy tales, in a psychological sense, to know their historical pedigree first. In fact this is often impossible. I found in the introduction to "Sammlung Neuisländischer Volksmärchen" by Frau Dr. Rittershaus[2] the following, for me, not a philologist, consoling conclusion: that the Icelandic fairy tales are found step by step in agreement with the German folk tales; that they, in part at least, are common Germanic property, but that, especially, the theory that all European fairy tales sprang from India is incorrect. Many facts establish, how a whole mass of fairy tales, especially in Iceland, are indigenous, autocthonous, that in certain ones a later immigration is demonstrable; that the great majority of fairy tales have probably arisen at different places and at different, indeterminable times; that it is impossible, to locate the home of the folk tales, as little as it has been possible to trace them all back to one hazy Aryan myth.


And Stoll ("Suggestion und Hypnotismus in der Völkerpsychologie," II. Auflage, Leipzig, 1904) shows in different places, how suggestive and autohypnotic actions, procedures and views of the same sort occur among peoples who are not closely related one with one another either geographically or historically or through descent. Only the psychic foundation is everywhere the same.


Finally my work itself proves to me that the human psyche produces at all times and in all places suggestive and hypnotic phenomena, produces universally, just as general, for example, a symbolism, which is chiefly constructed from the unconscious and ​which is found in fairy tales as a primitive poetic production, and again in the dream and in psychopathology.


Now certainly the scientific method in the psychological exploration of fairy tales is circumscribed by the investigation of dreams and of psychotic structures. Here, through many experiments, one can follow the sources and association paths which the elements in the formation of the dream story or the delusional structure have supplied. One can compel the psyche, through such wider information, to affirm or deny its meaning. The creator of these fairy stories in his traditional form is dead or unknown to us. We have, therefore, on the one hand, to refer to the comparison of existing documents in order to get at the correct interpretation; on the other hand, however, the human psyche in the dream and in conditions in which the unconscious is especially active, and also in abnormal psychic activity, is always still a fairy poetess, and a continued comparison of these products with the fairy tales permits us to draw the most valuable conclusions.


It is surprising how great a role the sexual plays in fairy tales and how great is the agreement of the sexual symbolism with that of dreams and psychopathology. When one realizes and admits, however, that the sexuality, besides hunger and the social factors, plays a leading role in life and constantly influences our thoughts and actions from youth up (for the sexuality develops, like everything else, from an infantile form to a full, many sided structure) then it does not appear in any way surprising, although the fairy tales appear to us in a new, less childlike garb. They lose on that account nothing of their charm and power of attraction. 
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↑ Wünscherfüllung und Symbolik im Märchen. Schriften zur angewandten Seelenkunde. No. 2. (Deuticke, Vienna.)


	
↑ Halle a. S., Max Niemeyer, 1902.
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Wish Structures and their Forms




I must refrain here from a statement of the Freudian investigations into the dream life and the significance of dreams as wish fulfilling and refer to Freud's "Traumdeutung"[1] itself. I cannot enter into a discussion of the results although it is now the order of the day in psychiatry. I rely upon numerous works of others who have successfully handled[2] Freud's methods, and on my own previous studies. Examples of well analyzed wish dreams are to be found nearly everywhere.


I cannot refrain, however, from taking an example from life.


A young man had seen, for the first time, the young lady who later was to become his wife. Soon thereafter on falling asleep he had the following optic, extraordinarily plastic, symbolic dream. He stood before a large portal hung with thick, blooming garlands. Two garlands were fastened to a button at the upper part of the door and hung down separated one from one another. While the portal was at first about the size of a mouth it became a church portal into which he as a very small man entered. It appeared to him as though he was leading someone.[3]

Naturally here we are dealing with an erotic wish dream which is prophetic of a happy future while indeed only too often the wish fulfillment in the dream is a surrogate for reality which refuses the fulfillment of the wish.


The single elements of this symbolic marriage in which coitus as well as the marriage ceremony are contained in strong condensation, in flowery, colored dramatization, spring from the events of the preceding day. The young man had called upon an acquaintance and stumbled unexpectedly upon the preparations for the arrival of an heir: the child's bed was embellished with the usual curtains, these gave the garlands in the dream their form, ​which on the other hand showed a great similarity with the external formation of the female genitals; his own person as a small man, that entered under this wreathed portal, is a very ingenious dramatization of masculinity. The festive green was co-determined by the sight of the little daughter of another acquaintance whom he had visited on the same day, who had smeared her mouth, in eating, with greens and so looked very funny.


These details suggest how many single elements, all springing from the same ideational sphere, but dispersed, are brought together in the structure of the symbolic dream picture.


The fairy tale also, since it appears as a wish-fulfilling structure, may also often gather its material from widely separate sources, from other fairy tales, from myths, which in their essentials have a different content, in order to arrange the parts into a new whole, with a new content.


"Freud maintains, that our psyche has the tendency to so work over the world picture that it corresponds to our wishes and efforts. This tendency comes to light unhindered in all situations where thoughts, as moulded by external circumstances, are disturbed in their logical relations to reality. That is the case in the dream, then, however, also in all psychic activities of waking, which are not guided by attention."
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