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It would appear that Ciar was the ancestor of the people named Ciariaidhe, after whom the O’Conor (‘Kerry’) sept were the leading family of the Irian race—taking the name of one of their great chiefs in the eleventh century—from both Con and Ciar, their great ancestor formed the name of Conor (Conior), page 228, County Kerry.


‘The Stem’ Part II, ‘The House of Ir’, pages 86 and 92. ‘The House of Heremon’, page 202, gives Carey (Keary) as a leading family. The Four Masters mentioned O’Carey, chiefs of Cairbre ‘Carbery’, page 282. The index converts the ‘C’ into ‘K’, covering both Keary, Ceary, Kerry and Kieran, pages 896 and 897. Working with Herald Donal Burke to form the clan was most rewarding, researching the history and choosing the Armorial Ensigns, the culmination of the task…


The task to look back in time, prior to Thomas, 1791-1860, and perhaps his parents, James and Mary, was given to Timeline Genealogy Ireland.
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Emblem of Kerry


Irish Pedigrees: Ancient Irish Names and Affixes.


Cairbre (Latinised ‘Cairbrens’ and anglicised ‘Carbry’) is derived by some from ‘Corb’, a chariot and RI meaning a king, signifying the chief or ruler of the chariot.


Toirdhealbhach is derived from ‘Tomailt’, indicating good-living, a man of hospitality, derived from the Irish ‘Tomhas’, a measure, and from Tomhas’ by Metathesis, comes the English proper name of Thomas, Torlaoch (from ‘Tor’, a tower, and ‘leac’, a stone, a man of great strength and stature).


The name has been anglicised as ‘Terence’ or ‘Terry’. Hy-Niall, the septs or descendants of Niall of the Nine Hostages—primitive Irish, in the fifth century, when Ciarraige Ciarra, the suffix—‘; ra’ indicating a collective belonging meaning ’Ciar’s people.


Saint Ciar (d.681), foundress and first abbess of Cell Cheire (Kilkeary: Church of Keary) and saint in the Irish tradition, was closely associated with north Munster, especially the territories of Muscraige Tire (on the shores of Lough Derg) and Arada Tire (barony of Owney and Arra. Co. Tipperary). Ciar’s father is named as Dub Rea, the genealogies maintaining that, in common with Gobnait (qv) of Ballyvourney, she belonged to Sil Conaire. In other words, to the Erainn, the tribal group that included the Muscraige.


A note in the Martyrology of Oengus (qu) (fl. C.830) locates Ciarin Mag nEscad, apparently a plainin Muscraige Tire. An alternative pedigree supplied for Ciar Ascad makes her a daughter of Colla or Conla, son of Dicuill, implying an association with the Araid. It is likely that the same individual is intended, the variant pedigree being a product of local cult fragmentation.


Ciar features in the Life of Brendan (qv) (d.578) of Clonfert, in an episode (p93) that certainly seems anachronistic, unless it is interpreted as prophetic. Brendan is represented as urging the people of Muscraige Tire to trust in the prayers of their local saint, Ciar, that an eruption of infernal fire might be quelled. More credible historically is the alleged contact between Ciar and Fintan (qv) of Taghmon (Co. Wexford), who lived with a group (pf) of five virgins who visited the saintly abbot when he lived in the kingdom of the Ele (north County Tipperary).


Matthew Seaver, leading the exhibition, Words on the Wave: Ireland and St Gallen in Early Medieval Europe, gives a reminder of the importance of the monasteries in the seventh century in the Frankish and Lombard kingdoms.


Collins dictionary gives Ciarrai nf4 Kerry. County Kerry first appeared as a separate shire in AD 12.32. Clan territories were called tuath’s—defined boundaries of its inhabitants, the Ciaraige and the earliest recorded writings were in the sixth century in the Annals of Inisfallen.


It is recorded that clan Ciardha disappeared around the same time, when Kerry was recognised as a shire. In the tenth century, O’Ciardha or O’ Carey were chiefs of Cairbre O’Ciardha, now the barony of ‘Carbery’ in the county of Kildare. A county having chief families of Anglo-Norman and English descent was given various parts of Leinster to their followers.


The O’Kieran chiefs of Ciarraighe Loch-na-Nairneadh, a territory in the barony of Costello. Followers anglicised their names to O’Carey (Carew). The Kelly family are descended from Heremon, Milesius of Spain.


Thomas Keary, born in 1791 in Dublin, Ireland, to parents James and Mary Keary. Thomas was baptised in St Paul’s Church, Dublin, a Church of Ireland, not Catholic, on 4 December 1791. Helping to fill in his census form in 1851, Thomas had added an (e) to his surname, and while living at 20, North Row, Brompton, North London, his profession was given as a gold and silver smelter.


At this time, he filled in his census form at the age of sixty, married to Ester Pepler of Great Stanmore, with three children living at home.


This was the time of the Great Exhibition of 1851. Building railways across the British countryside was not only a massive task but also drained labour from the land, giving employment to thousands, opening up new industries and building new towns. This is all very interesting, but not what I began my searches for.


I wanted to know about how Thomas lived, whether he went to school, what life was like at home, and something about his parents and grandparents, and finally, who his relations were going back into history, for I might have to start my search from this family’s beginnings.


There are many people living abroad whose relations had done exactly the same; they too had started their family tree finding all the same problems, of language, lack of information, unreadable forms: be they church, state, local authority or householder. Whereas they may have been keen to seek their relatives, those living in Ireland have no such urges—not understanding that names or spellings had to be changed purposely, for those individuals who took the plunge, to have to become assimilated in their chosen country and find a living.


They may also have expected to understand either Irish or English, not understanding that there are, or were, three dialects of Gaelic, making tracing places and individuals an added trial on top of impossible spellings of those places. Little did he know, it would stir up within him a longing for the past to find a family history by hook or by crook.


In my turn, I too picked up the baton, to do exactly the same—to find my Irish beginnings. After engaging investigators, Ireland’s Heralds in their library home, reading numerous books, and making a visit to Ireland, seeking to find Thomas’ family connections, I failed.


I now look for how and where the Irish name began, how it was used, formed, and spelt. To do this, I have had to start at the very beginning when Ireland was formed, populated and developed with a language of its own.


I’ve chosen the Ice Age, when it began to sufficiently melt for wandering stone-age peoples to take it upon themselves to make their way ‘over yonder’, to a land they could see, to its shoreline, to what is called today the county of Cork, and wider still, within the county of Munster. These people were related to numerous others across Europe, all in similar groupings, eventually to be given the common name of ‘Celtic peoples’.


These people would have to make their way inland up through numerous coves and inlets around the southern coast, choosing eventually to settle on top of the cliffs facing the sea to give protection.


Right, so here we are then, no home as yet, but there’s the sea, with plenty of fish, a rugged land, nobody about but plenty of potential. This band of people, looking for security, were starting to build a home. They were led by a man who was forceful. When he spoke, he sounded knowledgeable and sure of himself, and giving leadership seemed natural. His first advice was to build a mud and stone wall surrounding all the places where the body of people were sleeping, eating and rearing children, which was on the top of the cliffs.


This then was to be their home, not just for one but for all who were in the body, of family and friends, who had started out in the beginning. They were now all being guided by this man, who had been accepted as leader, their chosen one, the king. They felt secure, so it might have been here where all began…
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Letters Patent





Whereas a petition has been made unto me by Terence Arthur Kearey of Petworth, West Sussex, England, born at North Harrow. Middlesex, the son of Albert Edward Kearey of North Harrow, Middlesex, the grandson of Alfred Kearey of Salem Gardons in the same country, the great grandson of Thomas Kearey of Sutton Street, Kensington in the same country, the great great grandson of Thomas Kearey of North Row, Kensington in the same country, who was born in Ireland, setting forth that he is desirous that certain Armorial Ensigns may be duly marshalled and assigned by lawful authority unto him such as without injury or prejudice to any other he may forever bear and advance and praying that I would grant and assign unto him and his descendants such Armorial Ensigns as aforesaid and that the Armorial Ensigns so granted and assigned may be duly ratified and recorded in the Office of the Chief Herald of Ireland to the end that the Officers of Arms there and all others upon occasion may take full notice and have knowledge thereof.


Now I, the said Chief Herald of Ireland, having taken this matter into consideration am pleased to comply with the said petition and by virtue of the power vested in me that behalf do by these presents grant and assign unto the said Terence Arthur Kearey the Arms Following, that is to say: Per fess rayonne Sable and Or on a chief Argent four crosses couped of the first and on a wreath of the colours the crest: A demi-panther incensed rampant guardant Argent semee of torteaux, hurts and pommes alternatively, flames issuant from the mouth and ears holding in cach paw a blacksmith’s hammer proper on a helmet mantled Gules doubled Argent the whole depicted in the marain hereof with the Motto: Truth Be Told.


Produced by Sean Jennett
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Introduction


When Christ was born, the Celts had no written language, developing their written word in the eighth century. Today, there are three main dialects of Irish: Ulster, Connacht and Munster, affecting standard spoken pronunciation.


There are twenty-six letters in the English alphabet, sixteen in the Irish alphabet, adding j, k, q, v, w and x, z in some loan words. The basic vowels a, e, i, o, and u are represented, but their sound lengths are different.


Prior to the written word, individuals had but one name chosen from their appearance, family habits, birthdate, or local surroundings. Their surname only became a necessity to pay the rent, tithe, or become recognised as a member within a larger community—a clan.


Tracing a family name that has changed from Primitive Irish, in the fifth to tenth century, to Middle Irish in the twelfth while Ireland was being subjected to take-overs, and invasions, by: Vikings 800, Normans 1169-1300, Anglo-Irish, 1300-1400, Henry VIII King of Great Britain and Ireland 1541, to the ending of Gaelic lordships in 1603. Finally, to the English parliament.


The following century, the tithe payment to the established church came on top of a rise in the birth-rate, which pushed up rents; permission for Catholics to take out a mortgage on land also had its effects. In the midst of it all, to bless us, Mary and James Keary of Dublin had a son in 1791 named Thomas. It was this event which started the English clan.


It is acknowledged that surnames in Ireland were used as early as the 900s. However, the number of people understanding and using such name-calling was few and far between; only those at the top table used surnames or understood the significance. The Irish alphabet, reading and writing were first exercised in Hedge Schools in 1641 and Bardic Schools in 1750. National Schools began teaching in 1831 for Primary Education and in 1892 for compulsory education for all. Irish was introduced into Ireland by the Iron Age Celts in the sixth century.


The family name of Ciardha is medieval Irish, and according to history and literature, they settled in southwestern Ireland after making their way north, then up southwestern Ireland’s coastline, to Kerry, over time, spreading out throughout north Munster, creating family groups to live in a number of caisels (enclosures of stone).


Kerry or Ceary, the K used to give an English asymmetry, but nevertheless, Irishness expressed (Irish: Ciarrai, or in the original language, Ciarraighe) means people of Ciar. Ciar, the eldest son of Fergus, King of Ulster, from whom it was called Carruidhe, or ‘the rocky district on the water’, the present barony of Iraghticonnor, on the south bank of the Shannon, and from Cerrigia and Kerry.


Fergus was the name of a Gaelic tribe and leader who lived within the county. Son of Fergus Mae Róich, king (‘toisech’) of Ulster, Ciar was leader of the ‘tuath’ (caisel or enclosure). Concobur Hua Muiredaigh, ri Ciarraige, king of Kerry 1033. Cendfaeladh lethri Ciarraighe, king of Kerry killed by Muredach. (Kerry’s other king in 1055). Kerry had a number of kin of clans, showing how complicated seeking the facts can be. (Any use of the letter K rather than an Irish C for a noun is an adaptation, used to conform to language, race, or ancient order.)


The chiefs of this country were called Hy Cain air Ciaruidhe, by contraction O’Connor Kerry of Carrigafoyle Castle. This district was in the north of the county. The O’Connor Kings of Carrigafoyle were known as Princes of Kerry, Lords of Irachti-Connor, built in 1490. It was the chief tower house of the O’Connor Lords of Tarbert. The castle was abandoned in 1660.


Ancient Kerry was established between the thirteenth and sixteenth centuries. This area was home to the Ciarraige, Septs of the Ciarraige (Clan na Rory) of County Kerry, including Ua Conchobuir Ciarraige (O’Connor Kerry), Ua Neide (O’Neide), amongst others. It is also known that the chiefs of Kerry were called Hy Cain Ciaruidhe, sometimes called Ciaruidhe Luachra, living by the rocky district of the great lakes.


In ancient Kerry, before the mid-centuries, the clan territories were called tuatha, which had defined boundaries. The ancient Barony of Iraghticonor—O’ Connor of Kerry held sizeable estates in north Kerry; their territories were named Hy Cain Ciaruidhe.


So, we have our group of people—a collection of families—maybe related, a tribe, described as dark skinned—‘Ciar’ in Gaelic, with a leader, chief, king. They have a home which they have built in a circle—a caisel of stone.


They were a farming people. This tribe, people from southern Europe, had made their way across Western France and Eastern Spain to southwestern Ireland, today’s Counties Cork and Kerry (Ivernia), to the most western part, in 4350 BCE; today known as the Dingle, Ivrea and Beira peninsulas. Kerry is in the southwestern Region of Munster, bordered by County Limerick to the north-east and County Cork to the south and south-east. The whole area has many archaeological sites with an abundance of ancient monuments, all used and worshipped by the early people who populated Kerry.


County Kerry, in the province of Munster, was established in 1300, building its county town, Tralee. Kerry is known for its mountain ranges, possessing Ireland’s highest, its second and third highest mountains, its highest lake and the oldest recorded sacred settlements. These natural elements known about in the first century AD have been referred to as ‘The Kingdom’ when the O’Connor chieftain ‘Ciar’ ruled the territory between the Shannon estuary and the Maine River in the south.
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