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Preface
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Having sailed in the Solent for some 50 years, I have never tired of this large expanse of protected water. Its diversity enables you to experience a broad range of cruising, from the modern-day facilities, bars and restaurants of ports such as Cowes and Portsmouth, to the tranquility of Newtown River, a favourite destination of mine.


And yet, if you want to compromise between these two extremes, the small harbours of Yarmouth, Beaulieu and Bembridge, with their pretty villages and traditional pubs, provide a perfect answer. Chichester, at the eastern tip of the Solent, is my home port, where you could spend at least a week cruising its peaceful waters – although at weekends you will be sharing it with racing dinghies, day boats, RIBs and craft of every description.


Racing is an integral part of life in the Solent, especially at weekends. After enjoying many years of racing our former Contessa 32, albeit rather unsuccessfully, I know how appreciative racers are if cruising yachtsmen don’t always stand on their rights and try to keep clear.


In the Cruising Companion I have aimed to provide a complete yet straightforward pilot to the western and eastern approaches to the Solent, as well as to the ports themselves. Although you should be aware of the various well-charted spits, sandbanks and occasional rocks, the Solent is on the whole a relatively safe cruising ground (weather permitting), the biggest hazards probably being the commercial ships coming to and from Southampton and Portsmouth. Over the past few years there have been many changes to the harbours of the Solent, which include navigational improvements to Portsmouth and Cowes as well as the many additional berths and facilities for visitors throughout the whole area.


Besides the navigational matters I have tried to provide a detailed account of each port, highlighting the facilities on hand and pinpointing the nearest shops, restaurants and places to visit to help you make the most of your time ashore. With centuries of history, predominantly spent protecting Britain’s shores from military invasion, the Solent has no shortage of historic sites, both on the mainland and the Isle of Wight. In addition, the areas of outstanding natural beauty should not be overlooked, particularly the New Forest, which fringes Lymington, Beaulieu and Hythe, and of course the whole of the Isle of Wight.


I would like to thank Fernhurst Books for updating this latest edition with the help and assistance of the Solent’s harbourmasters and marina operators. I hope that this Cruising Companion will help you make the most of your visit to the Solent, both on the water and ashore.


Derek Aslett


April 2025




About the author
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Derek Aslett, a photographer and designer, together with his wife Ann, has extensively cruised the whole of the Channel on board their Laurent Giles designed 38-footer Anne. Built in 1985, the Giles 38 is a medium-displacement, long-keeled cruising yacht based on a 1950s classic design. With the boat berthed in Chichester Harbour, the Solent has become Derek’s backyard. He has spent much of his time over the past 50 years either cruising the Solent or racing around the cans.





SOLENT CRUISING COMPANION











Introduction





[image: Close up scene of different types of yachts racing on a grey choppy sea. The yacht in the foreground has a bright red hull and spinnaker.]



The Solent is one of the most popular coastal areas in Great Britain, offering a variety of cruising grounds from the lively, bustling marinas of Cowes and Portsmouth to the quiet backwaters of Wootton Creek and Newtown River. As it is a centre of yachting excellence, you are never too far away from a chandlery or boatyard should you need repairs carried out or additional equipment.


Stretching roughly 25 to 30 miles, from Hurst Point in the west towards Chichester Harbour in the east, the Solent is an estuarine labyrinth of 12 harbours and estuaries. Its protected inshore waters have enabled significant ports to flourish over the years, and it is not surprising that the Solent has played a vital role in British history since the Roman times. Today, as a favourite recreational spot for locals and visitors alike, this stretch of water plays host to numerous key events, including Cowes Week in August and the Southampton Boat Show in September. However, its sheltered location hasn’t just been utilised by mankind; over three-quarters of the Solent’s shores are protected by areas providing a haven for an abundance of plant and animal marine life.


Right on the Solent’s doorsteps is the New Forest, where ancient heaths and woodlands have remained relatively unspoilt since William the Conqueror created it as a hunting area in 1079. Renowned for its wild ponies, the Forest is an attractive place to walk, cycle or horse-ride, especially if you stop off at one of the many traditional pubs along the way.


[image: Map indicating the coastline covered by this book from Keyhaven and The Needles in the west, through the Solent to Chichester Harbour and Bembrige Isle of Wight in the east.]



CRUISING STRATEGIES – APPROACHING THE SOLENT


As the Solent is among the busiest waters in Britain, you need to enter it with all the due care and respect that it deserves. If approaching the Western Solent, you can’t fail to spot the distinctive Needles Rocks at the western end of the Isle of Wight along with the adjacent chalk cliffs of High Down. By night the lighthouse at the end of the Needles flashes Oc (2) WRG 20s 24m 17-13M. A couple of good deterrents from getting too close to this area are the Goose Rock, situated about 50m west-north-west of the lighthouse, and the wreck of the Greek ship Varvassi which, laden with wine and oranges, sank about 150m west-south-west of the rock. West of the Needles Rocks are the fairway buoys signifying the deep-water entrance to the Needles Channel. To the north-west of the channel are the Dolphin Bank and Shingles Bank, the latter being one of the most prominent features in the Solent. Watch out for this bank as parts of it dry at Low Water and seas break on it even if there’s not much swell. The channel is clearly marked and lit by the standard buoyage so if you stick to that you can’t go wrong, although beware of the strength of the tide, particularly on the ebb when the stream sets in a west-southwesterly direction across the Shingles at a rate of about three to four knots.




[image: Headland of white chalk with grass top jutting out to sea. There are chalk sea stacks leading from the headland further out to sea. They look rather like teeth. There is are red and white striped lighthouse at the extremity of the sea stacks.]


The Needles Rocks and lighthouse are the Isle of Wight’s most famous landmarks and have become a strong symbol for the beautiful cruising ground of the Solent







To the south-east of the Needles Channel is the Pot Bank where the minimum depths are around 15m. Pay particular attention in bad weather to the Bridge, a reef that runs about ¾M west of the lighthouse, the end of which is marked by a WCM lt buoy. Also bear in mind that dangerous seas can form in the Needles Channel in southerly to westerly gales, particularly when the tide is on the ebb. In these circumstances you would be better off approaching the Eastern Solent via the Nab Tower or, alternatively, sheltering in Poole Harbour.




[image: Tower-like construction rising out of the sea.]


To the east of the Solent lies the Nab Tower







In strong winds, or if coming from St Alban’s Head or Poole, it may be preferable to use the North Channel, which is situated just north of the Shingles Bank. The North and Needles Channels merge south of Hurst Point, where you should be aware of the Trap, a shoaling spit about 150m south-east of Hurst Castle and a recently formed shingle bank to the east of Hurst Spit.


Approaching the Eastern Solent from France the passage is straightforward, although the commercial shipping tends to be pretty heavy. Head for the Nab Tower (50°40’.19N 00°57’.11W), which is approximately 4.5M east of Foreland. The main channel – the Nab Channel – takes you into the Solent, however, it is advisable to keep out of the busy deep-water channel. There is ample water outside so use the main channel only as a guide.


Coming east along the low-lying coast from one of the Sussex ports you will eventually reach Selsey Bill, off which there are extensive rocks and shoals. These can be passed either via the Looe Channel, so long as conditions are favourable, or to seaward of the Owers SCM lt buoy. In good visibility, moderate conditions and during daylight hours, the Looe Channel, which runs in an east/west direction about 1M south of Mixon beacon, is a preferable shortcut. However, make sure you have the tides with you (a west-going stream begins about an hour and a half before High Water Portsmouth, with Springs running at around 2.5 knots). Also, keep an eye out for the lobster pots in this area. At night, or when conditions are bad, it is best to keep south of the Owers SCM lt buoy, which is about 6.5M south-east of Selsey Bill.


Due to the heavy shipping that you are likely to encounter when approaching the Solent, particularly towards the eastern end, a radar reflector is essential, and it is useful to have an active radar responder, radar and/or AIS. Once in the Solent there are plenty of harbours and marinas to choose from, most of which offer all the necessary facilities including maintenance and repairs. A useful service for breakdowns at sea is Sea Start. Based in the Hamble, it can be contacted on Tel: 0800 885500 / 01489 557364.




[image: Large commercial container ship sailing next to a small sailing boat. The larger vessel is stacked high with containers and has the words Hapag-Lloyd on the side of it.]


Probably the greatest Solent hazard – give the commercial shipping vessels a wide berth







As far as crew changes go, it is probably easier to arrange these in the larger ports of Southampton or Portsmouth where there are direct trains to several major cities within the UK. Southampton also has a local airport with flights throughout Britain and the rest of Europe. However, several of the other Solent harbours have local railway stations and some of those mentioned on the Isle of Wight are linked to the mainland by ferry.


SOLENT TIDES


The Solent is renowned for its unusual tidal system which is reputedly one of the most complex in the world. The customary 6.5 hour flood and ebb are certainly inconsistent in this stretch of water, and the frequently mentioned ‘Double High Water’ is due not, as is commonly believed, to the Solent’s dual entrance but to the strange tidal rhythm in the English Channel as well as to the shape of the Solent itself. Both Colin Tubbs, author of The Ecology, Conservation and History of the Solent, and the Associated British Ports (ABP) use an effective analogy to explain the tidal flow in the English Channel.


They compare the Channel to a rectangular-shaped tank in which the water levels can be made to seesaw around a central axis. If you tilt the tank in one direction the water will automatically flow to the lower end, creating the effects of High and Low Water at either end. Although this has been very much simplified, the Channel works in a similar way, which is why Low Water at Land’s End occurs when it is High Water in the Dover Strait (and vice versa). This happens twice a day and is known as an ‘oscillation’. Outside influences created by the sun and the moon in relation to the earth produce the ‘tilting’ effect, evolving from the Atlantic pulse which takes a certain amount of time to circulate the UK, hence causing the High Water and Low Water to vary from port to port. Most sailors know that there is a fortnightly cycle between the highest Springs and lowest Neaps, with each stage in the cycle taking place at more or less the same time each day in a particular area. In the case of the Solent, the highest Springs and lowest Neaps occur around midday and midnight, while the highest Neaps and lowest Springs are in the early morning and early evening. As Colin Tubbs goes on to explain, however, in reality the Channel is not rectangular in shape, but is more ‘funnel-shaped’, ‘with the Cherbourg peninsula further reducing the cross-sectional axis. Thus, the volume of water forced into the eastern Channel on the flood after half-tide, when the flow past the node is strongest, induces a secondary tidal oscillation resulting in a Double High Water or long tidal stand.’ A further 30 smaller tidal oscillations, which derive from the fact that the Solent has two entrances, also play a part in the tidal pattern, culminating in the long flood tide, ‘young flood stand’ in Southampton Water and the short ebb.




[image: Aerial view of Southampton Water. In the foreground is a sandspit and further up the channel is a mooring pontoon for large vessels to dock. The land either side is low lying.]


Southampton Water experiences a ‘young flood stand’ about two hours after Low Water







The ‘young flood stand’ takes place about two hours after Low Water and is particularly prominent during Springs. It basically refers to a slackening in the tidal stream for about a two-hour period before a final surge to High Water, persisting for roughly three hours. The short ebb is a consequence of the flood and Double High Water. The flood in the Western Solent flows for about six hours and is followed by the Double High Water, the whole process lasting for about nine hours. Therefore, as a complete tidal cycle is about 12.5 hours, it means the ebb tide can only run for between three and a half to four hours, which explains why the ebb is so strong, especially at Spring tides through Hurst Narrows and at the entrances to Chichester, Langstone and Portsmouth harbours.




[image: Yellow cardinal buoy. On the top are two black arrows pointing up.]


The tide in the Needles Channel can be very strong, especially on the ebb







As the western branch of the Solent is closer to the axis of the English Channel, the tidal range is far less than it is at the eastern end. The maximum tidal range in the east is around 4.5m whereas in the west it is about 2.8m. As the ABP points out in its Tide Tables, ‘the times of High Water and Low Water in the two places differ by only an hour or so however, and the rising tide in the eastern end has to rise further in about the same time as the western end. It therefore overtakes it in height about an hour or so before High Water, though in both places the tide is still rising. This difference in level causes the Solent tidal stream to turn to the westward between one and two hours before High Water, and to continue in that direction near the following Low Water, when it again turns to the eastward.’


Weather and atmospheric pressure also have a bearing on the height of tides, with high pressure slightly decreasing tidal heights and low pressure increasing them.


The Admiralty provides a free tidal prediction service on www.easytide.admiralty.co.uk/ which can be used as backup when approaching a harbour, mooring or anchorage.



CHARTS & CHARTLETS


All the chartlets in this book have been simplified to show the main basics a visitor will require. They should always be used with caution and are not be used for navigation. The green shading indicates that the area dries at the Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT), the dark blue signifies that there is up to five metres at LAT and the pale blue shading illustrates that there is over five metres of water at LAT. Soundings are represented in metres and tenths of metres, showing the depth of water above Chart Datum with the underlined soundings referring to drying heights above Chart Datum.


Carriage of up-to-date charts is essential. In the future these are more likely to be electronic than paper. We are in a time of transition between two worlds, and the path of travel is not yet clear. We should not be afraid though. Nowadays who carries paper maps in the car when the SatNav system can get us there safely? However, it is always good to know you have a backup paper chart if your electronic navigation equipments goes awry.


Paper charts are still available in 2025 for diehards. Admiralty charts can be printed to order by approved outlets such as Bookharbour at Shamrock Quay, Southampton (Tel: 02381 447830; sales@bookharbour.com; www.bookharbour.com) and Stanfords (London store only) Tel: 02078 361321, www.stanfords.co.uk. Online ordering is available from both outlets who also supply Imray charts.


Imray had announced that they would be ceasing production of paper charts at the end of 2025, but have subsequently announced a joint venture with Austrian cartography company freytag & berndt to continue publishing their charts. NV charts, from Germany, are likely to continue as carriage of paper charts is a legal requirement there.


No doubt some sailors will stockpile a supply of paper charts! For this reason, and to allow you to order them from Admiralty-approved outlets, we still provide the Admiralty and Imray chart numbers in this edition.


The Admiralty Small Craft Folio SC5600 (The Solent and Approaches) has various passage charts of the sailing areas covered by this book as well as the outer approaches to the Solent. Corrections for Admiralty Charts can be obtained from the UK Hydrographic Office (www.admiralty.co.uk).


Imray 2200 Solent Chart Pack more than covers the area of this book (from Christchurch, Isle of Wight to Selsey Bill. The Imray ‘C’ series charts give good, general scale coastal coverage for passage making and also include plans. C3 Isle of Wight is designed to be read in conjunction with C15 The Solent.


The Imray ‘Y’ series is for more detailed coverage of rivers and estuaries not covered in detail by the ‘C’ series charts, for example: Y28 Langstone Harbour, Y29 Chichester Harbour, Y30 Isle of Wight, Y31 Christchurch to the Solent, Y32 Eastern approaches to the Solent, Y33 Langstone & Chichester Harbours, Y35 Portsmouth Harbour & Approaches, Y36 Central Solent, Y37 Southampton Water, Y38 West Solent.


Corrections for all Imray Charts and Chart Atlas packs can be obtained from www.imray.com or by using their Imray Navigator, a free app for which an annual subscription provides quarterly updates and new chart editions.


NV chart portfolios are another option, including passage charts, coastal and harbour charts, and tidal stream charts. Their NV Charts England UK3 – The Solent contains detailed coverage of the area covered by this book (including approaches) and has a free digital update app for iOS, Android, Mac OSX and Windows. www.nvcharts.com


Electronic charts: In recent years the availability of electronic/digital charts for chart plotters, laptops, tablets and mobile phones has grown steadily and is ever changing as it continues to develop.


At the time of writing there is no common standard for electronic navigation systems for pleasure craft. The RYA is pressing for a solution while encouraging those new to boating to embrace new technology. Using an electronic navigation system still runs the risk of battery power failure, and reliance on Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) carries its own remote risks. Both the RYA and the Royal Institute of Navigation (RIN) advise skippers to carry backup systems separate from the boat’s main electrical system.


The main players for chart hardware and software are mostly familiar names: Raymarine, C-Map, Navionics, Garmin, Meridian, MaxSea, B&G, Hummingbird, Furuno, Lowrance and Simrad. The choice can be bewildering at first but probably cost is the primary consideration, along with ease of use, the size of boat/available space and the nature of your cruising. Depending on the level of sophistication with add-ons like radar and AIS you can pay thousands for a plotter, but a lot less for average boating needs such as an app on your smartphone.


The variety of apps for iPad, tablet or phone is rapidly evolving to meet the need of boaters. Garmin’s Navionics and C-Map may interface with the boat’s fixed chart plotter, while Explore with Imray can access all the Imray Pilot Books and Cruising Association publications. Savvy Navvy and iSailor have their fans and the latter can display AIS targets on the iPad chart. All will, for a fee, include tide and weather information if required. Finally yachting journalist Tom Cunliffe has joined forces with Bill Aylward, a yachtsman and retired eye surgeon, to create a wonderful App called AngelNav which gives the ability to plot a three-point fix on the iPad, as well as shape a course to steer with a tidal vector, and work up an Estimated Position. This overcomes a lot of the issues caused by loss of the chart, pencil and parallel rule.


For up-to-date information on all these options, you can research online through a specialist nautical book/ chart outlet such as Bookharbour, www.bookharbour.com, or alternatively, visit your local chandler and talk to the useful member of staff who understands both the technology and your requirements. There are frequent articles in the yachting press as new systems come onto the market. Over time the requirements for an approved system and electronic charts will become clearer and training will be standardised on fully integrated digital navigation systems. We are in a time of change and, while unsettling for traditionalists, eNavigation is here to stay!


Whatever you decide, we would strongly advise you to keep, at the very least, a basic set of charts for your cruising area and an up-to-date Nautical Almanac should always be carried on board as a back-up in the event of electrical failure or, in the case of a tablet or smartphone, loss overboard. That happens! We all know someone who has done it, just talk to any diver, they’re always finding them on the seabed!


BEARINGS & COURSES


All bearings and courses are True and so magnetic variation should be applied as shown on a current Admiralty Chart. For example, variation in Central Solent and Southampton Water is approximately 0°40’ west (2025), decreasing by about eight minutes annually. Always consult your current charts. Please be aware that variation figures change from one end of the Solent to the other, so you should ensure that you consult the correct charts according to your exact location.


WAYPOINTS


It is advisable to check the waypoints in this book, especially if using them with a GPS, and at regular intervals plot your own position manually on the chart in case your GPS should fail at any time. Particular care should be taken to avoid mistakes when loading lat/long coordinates into your GPS memory and, although accuracy is supposed to be within 20-25m, it is probably safest to assume 50m. It is essential that you plot waypoints derived from published sources on the chart to check their accuracy before loading them, and if planning a route for a passage, it will avoid setting a course that might also cross areas of potential danger. Throughout this book GPS waypoints are referenced to WGS84 datum.


Although navigation in good visibility poses no problem, in close quarters situations and low visibility, great care should be taken and any other traditional back-up, particularly soundings, needs to be taken into account when confirming your GPS position.


Waypoints of the harbour and marina entrances have usually been included under the port headings in this book, firstly to make it easier for you to pinpoint the area on the chart and secondly to be used as a final waypoint in your passage plan. It should be noted that all lat/long positions used in this book are in degrees, minutes and hundredths of a minute (D.M.dd) – the last two figures adjoining the N or W notation, e.g. 50°40’.19N 00°57’.11W to enable easy input into a GPS receiver.


DISTANCES


All distances relating to the sea are in nautical miles, written as ‘M’ (1M = 2,025 yards / 1,852 metres) and metres, written as ‘m’ (1m = 1.094 yards.)


[image: Close up of historic paddle steamer with 2 funnels painted in blocks of red,, white and black. It has passengers on lower and upper decks]





[image: Close up of historic paddle steamer with 2 funnels painted in blocks of red,, white and black. It has passengers on lower and upper decks.]


The historic Waverley Paddle Steamer is a frequent Solent visitor







YACHT CLUBS


The Solent is an international centre for yachting and this is reflected by the number of yacht clubs that have been set up here, many of which are among Britain’s oldest and finest maritime establishments. Most of the clubs welcome visiting yachtsmen, especially if from an affiliated club, although one or two do not extend their hospitality to visitors, most notably the Royal Yacht Squadron in Cowes. If you are thinking of visiting a yacht club, it is best to check with the steward or secretary as to whether you are actually welcome there before using their facilities.


HM COASTGUARD – HOW IT WORKS


The Coastguard provides a 24-hour Search and Rescue emergency response service and has a helicopter base at Lee-on Solent. In an emergency, call 999 or 112 and ask for the Coastguard, or send a Mayday alert on VHF Ch 16, call sign ‘Solent Coastguard’.


NATIONAL COASTWATCH INSTITUTION (NCI)


National Coastwatch (also known as Eyes Along the Coast) plays an important role in the UK’s Search and Rescue, working alongside HM Coastguard, the RNLI and the ‘blue-light’ emergency services to assist in the protection and saving of life at sea along the coastlines of England and Wales.


NCI watchkeepers monitor radio channels and provide a listening watch in poor visibility, alerting the Coastguard as and when necessary. Each station can provide other helpful services and advice including radio and AIS checks, weather and sea conditions.


Founded in 1994, this charity has steadily created more than 60 Visual Watch Stations around the English and Welsh coast, many located in former Coastguard Lookouts. They are manned by 2,700 volunteer watchkeepers providing eyes and ears along the coast during daylight hours throughout the year and can be contacted on their dedicated VHF Channel 65 using the name of your chosen station (see list below) plus suffix NCI, as the callsign, e.g. ‘Bembridge NCI’. Do not call on VHF Ch 16 or use callsign ‘National Coastwatch’ which can be potentially confused with the Coastguard. However, the NCI do monitor VHF Ch 16 and provide a visual and verbal link with the Coastguard and RNLI during search and rescue operations. Passing small craft traffic is routinely logged and, on request on VHF Ch 65, they can usually provide details of actual weather and sea state, radio checks and useful local knowledge from visitor moorings to hazards. In poor visibility some stations keep a radar watch up to 20M offshore. Increasingly on the individual station website pages (access via nci.org.uk), webcams and live weather stations are also being added. A partnership with Sirius Insights, a maritime surveillance business, will equip NCI with up-to-date technology using state of the art sensor equipment and Artificial Intelligence.




[image: Small brick building with a pitched roof overlooking the sea. It is on a grassy cliff top and surrounded by tall aerials and masts.]


Needles National Coastwatch Institution (NCI) Station








NCI STATIONS IN THE SOLENT AREA


[image: ] Bembridge: VHF Ch 65 ‘Bembridge NCI’, Tel: 07774 735125, bembridge@nci.org.uk


[image: ] Calshot Tower QAVS: VHF Ch 65 ‘Calshot NCI’, Tel: 02380 893562, calshot.tower@nci.org.uk


[image: ] Gosport: VHF Ch 65 ‘Gosport NCI’, Tel: 02392 765194, gosport@nci.org.uk


[image: ] Lee-on-the-Solent KAVS: VHF Ch 65 ‘Lee NCI’, Tel: 02392 556758, lee.on.the.solent@nci.org.uk


[image: ] Needles – QAVS: VHF Ch 65 ‘Needles NCI’, Tel: 01983 754231, needles@nci.org.uk


[image: ] Stone Point: VHF Ch 65 ‘Stone Point NCI’, Tel: 02381 112406, calshot.tower@nci.org.uk


TRANSPORT


Under each port you are able to find travel information on the public and private transport links within that particular area.


RAIL: There are direct rail links from Portsmouth and Southampton to London Waterloo, with the journey taking around an hour and a half. For enquiries contact National Rail (www.nationalrail.co.uk).


CAR: The M3 and A3 are fast roads to London, which is only an hour or so away by car, while the M27 joins all the major towns along the South Coast of England.


BUS: There are a number of bus and coach operators connecting the cities, towns and villages throughout the Solent area and Hampshire, which are all listed under each individual port.


AIR: Two local airports with connecting flights throughout the UK and Europe are Bournemouth, not far west of Lymington, and Southampton. The South Coast is also in close proximity to the two major British airports, Heathrow and Gatwick.


FERRIES: Wightlink Ferries run services between Portsmouth and Fishbourne on the Isle of Wight as well as between Lymington and Yarmouth and Portsmouth and Ryde (www.wightlink.co.uk). Red Funnel offers routes between Southampton and East Cowes (www.redfunnel.co.uk). For information on ferries to northern France and the Channel Islands, visit www.brittanyferries.co.uk.




[image: Top photo is a close up of a blue steam engine pulling away from a station in a cloud of white steam. It has no carriages. Below is a car ferry with the words Wightlight on the side.]


Interesting and varied transport options will help you explore more of the surrounding areas







CUSTOMS


Since Brexit if leaving or entering UK waters (including sailing to the Channel Islands) you must submit a Pleasure Craft Report to HMRC and Border Force. This can be done most easily online at spcr.homeoffice.gov.uk and must be submitted between 24 and 2 hours before departure or arrival. All crew must have valid passports with visas if needed for immigration. Details and exceptions can be seen at gov.uk.


If unable to use the online form there is an email form (sPCR fallback template) or a postal form c1331 that you can download and print off to post. On arrival you would then need to call the 24-hour National Yachtline on 03001 232012. A Q flag must be flown until all formalities are complete.


Sadly, drug and people smuggling has been steadily increasing along the British coastline including the Channel. Project Kraken is a combined National Crime Agency/Police and Border Force initiative for recreational sailors to report unusual or suspicious behaviour along the coast and in port, including possible illegal immigration aboard small craft. However trivial, if something looks abnormal, a crew who do not look at ease aboard a boat for instance, or people transferring from larger vessels into a RIB some distance offshore, call the local Police on 101, or anonymously, Crimestoppers (Tel: 0800 555111), quoting ‘Kraken’.


As increasing numbers of pleasure boats are being used in this insidious trade, ultimately it can only bring the name of genuine cruising crews into suspicion and disrepute, so it is very much in our interests to do anything we can to help assist in stamping it out. It may be onerous at times to be asked who you are and where you have come from by Boarder Force patrols; try not to forget that they are only doing their job.


[image: A set of 6 tide maps showing tidal information from 5 hours before high water to high water Portsmouth.]



[image: A set of 6 tide maps fshowing tidal information for after high water Portsmouth.]











ABBREVIATIONS & SYMBOLS
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BUOY COLOURS, LIGHTS & FREQUENCIES


R Red


G Green


Y Yellow


B Black


W White


RW Red and white


YB Yellow and black (South Cardinal)


BYB Black, yellow, black (East Cardinal)


BY Black and yellow (North Cardinal)


YBY Yellow, black, yellow (West Cardinal)


BR Black and Red


FR Fixed red light


FG Fixed green light


Fl Flashing light, period of darkness longer than light. A number indicates a group of flashes, e.g. Fl (3) R. Timing of whole sequence, including light and darkness, shown by number of seconds (s), e.g. Fl (3) R 15s. The range of the more powerful lights is given in nautical miles (M), e.g. Fl (3) R 15s 25M.


L. Fl Long flash, of not less than two seconds


Oc Occulting light, period of light longer than darkness


Iso Isophase light, equal periods of light and darkness


Q Quick flashing light, up to 50/60 flashes per minute


VQ Very quick flashing light, up to 120 flashes per minute


Mo Light flashing a (dot/dash) morse single letter sequence, e.g. Mo (S)


Dir A light, usually sectored, RWG or RG, usually giving a safe approach within the W sector. Either fixed or displaying some kind of flashing characteristic


[image: A red channel marker with a sign Calshot Spit. A green cone-shaped channel marker with East Knoll painted on the side. A yellow cardinal buoy with black top with two black arrows pointing up. The word Sconce is written vertically down the main shaft. A square, red channel marker with North East Gurnard painted on the main shaft.]












Chapter one


Western Solent







[image: Aerial view looking down on white chalk cliffs and sea stacks. Beyond on the left is a patchwork of fields and settlements . The middle of the photo is occupied with a sea inlet winding northwards and to the left is low lying sandy coastline.]


The Western Solent viewed from the east, with the Needles in the foreground







With considerably less commercial traffic and several tranquil harbours, the Western Solent is popular with yachtsmen. The backdrop of the New Forest, which stretches along the shoaling shores of the mainland, and the unspoilt coastline of the Isle of Wight make it a particularly attractive cruising ground.


Apart from the Needles Channel and a new erosion bank at Hurst Spit, the Western Solent has fewer serious hazards to watch out for, provided you keep to reasonable soundings. Along the Isle of Wight’s shores, Black Rock, Hamstead Ledge, Salt Mead Ledges and Gurnard Ledge are all clearly marked with buoys. In strong winds and tides heavy overfalls can occur at these particular spots but if you ensure you stay to the correct side of the buoyage you will be fine.


On the mainland coast, give a Hurst Spit a wide berth due to a recently formed shingle bank to the east of the spit. Take care when navigating this area and constantly check depths due to the speed at which this bank can change position, with shoals potentially developing further eastwards and to the north. Also, to the north on the mainland coast between Hurst Point and Lymington, the chart shows that you should not cut inshore where the shallow water off Pennington extends some three quarters of a mile from the land. Furthermore, to the east of Lymington’s entrance, the Pylewell Lake shallows protrude approximately a mile offshore. To the west of the entrance to the Beaulieu River, the Beaulieu Spit can easily catch out anyone making for the harbour. Patches of this sandbar dry to around 0.3m about 100m south of the spit, so it is important that you do not cut the corner.


[image: Map of showing the mainland coastline from Hurst Point to Stansore Point (including Keyhaven, Lymington and Beaulieu River) and the Isle of Wight coastline from Warden Point to Gurnard Head (including Yarmouth and Newtown River).]



In favourable conditions there are several pleasant anchorages along the north coast of the Isle of Wight. One option is just inside the western edge of the Newtown River approach channel, in the lee of Hamstead Ledge. Totland Bay and Alum Bay, off the Needles Channel, are very popular anchorages, too, although with their isolated rocks you need to use a large-scale chart and careful pilotage when navigating in this area. It is not a good idea to anchor in the rocky and shallow Colwell Bay, situated between Warden Point and Fort Albert.




[image: Yellow cardinal buoy with black top with two black arrows pointing up.]


This north cardinal buoy lies off Sconce Point on the Isle of Wight









[image: Green conical channel marker.]


The Hamstead Ledge buoy lies just to the west of Newtown River









[image: photo	Red channel marker.]


This south-west Shingles buoy (Fl R 2.5s) marks the Shingles Bank









[image: Green channel marker.]


Black Rock off Yarmouth is clearly marked with a starboard-hand buoy







On the mainland side of the Solent, inside Hurst Point, there is a useful anchorage if waiting for the tides . Note that due to obstructions, anchoring is prohibited west of Solent Bank between Hamstead Ledge on the Island to about 550m west of Durns Point on the mainland.


It is worth remembering that even short hops between Solent harbours need to be planned using a tidal atlas or checking via www.easytide.admiralty.co.uk, especially on Spring tides.



GUARDIANS OF THE WESTERN SOLENT


Looking out over the entrance to the Western Solent is Hurst Castle. Situated at the seaward end of a shingle spit that extends about two miles from Milford-on Sea, near Keyhaven, it was one of a string of coastal fortresses constructed upon the orders of King Henry VIII to protect England from invasion by the European Catholic powers. The castle, which was completed in 1544, lies only three-quarters of a mile from the Isle of Wight, making it an ideal spot to defend the western approaches to the Solent and the naval cities of Southampton and Portsmouth.




[image: Aerial view of sand spit with fortress on the top. There is also a white lighthouse to the left of the fortress.]


Hurst Castle commands the narrow entrance to the Solent







Hurst Castle continued to play a significant military role in the 17th century – it was here in 1648 that King Charles I was imprisoned before being taken back to London for his trial and execution in 1649 following defeat by the Parliamentarians in the second English Civil War (1648-9).


Since then, it has also been refortified several times to keep pace with technological advances. In the 1860s, as a result of the findings of the 1859 Royal Commission, instigated by Britain’s Prime Minister, Lord Palmerston, in response to a volatile relationship with France (see p140), it received two new wing batteries, giving it the overall appearance that we see today. Hurst was garrisoned during both world wars and in the Second World War was equipped with coastal gun batteries and searchlights. Remaining part of the Coastal Artillery defences until 1956, it is today owned by English Heritage and is open to the public.


Opposite Hurst Castle, on the shores of the Isle of Wight, sits Fort Albert, with Fort Victoria about half a mile further to the east. The fear of invasion by the French in 1852 led to their construction in the mid-1850s as part of a string of fortifications. With its design allegedly conceived by Prince Albert himself, Fort Albert’s foundations were dug into the sea and a drawbridge was put in place to connect it to the shore. A miniature railway was used to transport ammunition to its cannon emplacements. Today, the fort is privately owned and has been converted into luxury flats. As there is no public access to even the cliffs above it, Fort Albert is best viewed from the sea or Hurst Castle. Fort Victoria, on the other hand, is still open to the public . Forming part of the Fort Victoria Country Park, the remains of this fort now enclose a marine aquarium, a seabed archaeology exhibition, a planetarium and a model railway.


The Needles Battery also played a significant part in the Western Solent’s defence. Sometimes referred to as the Old Battery (completed in 1863) to distinguish it from the nearby New Battery (completed in 1895), it guards the island’s westernmost tip and provides the closest view of the Needles from land. It was again built as a result of the 1859 Royal Commission report, and both batteries played a significant role in the two world wars, with the New Battery being used in the mid 1950s to 1960s to test the Black Knight and Black Arrow space rocket engines. The National Trust acquired the site in 1975 and, after an extensive restoration of the Old Battery, opened it to the public in 1982. For details contact The Needles Battery (Tel: 01983 754772).




[image: Two white chalk sea stacks with a red and white striped lighthouse at the seaward end of the stack furthest away from the camera.]


The Needles define the western tip of the Isle of Wight








KEYHAVEN


Keyhaven Harbour entrance:
50°42’.90N 01°33’.15W




Key website


Keyhaven River Warden:


www.newforest.gov.uk/article/1423/Keyhaven-River





Keyhaven lies at the western tip of the Solent, forming part of a nature reserve extending over 2,000 acres of saltings and mudflats. Tucked away behind Hurst Castle, it is really only accessible to small craft that can take the ground, although there is a small, moderately deep-water anchorage just inside the entrance.


NAVIGATION


CHARTS: Admiralty Charts: SC5600, 2021, 2035; Imray: C3, C15, Y31, 2200


TIDES: Double High Waters occur at or near Springs, with predictions referring to the first High Water. Off Springs, there is a stand for about 2 hours, in which case predictions relate to the middle of the stand.


HW Springs at Hurst Point are 1 hour 15 minutes before and HW Neaps 5 minutes before HW Portsmouth. LW Springs are 30 minutes before and LW Neaps 25 minutes before LW Portsmouth. MHWS: 2.7m; MHWN: 2.3m; MLWN: 1.4m; MLWS: 0.7m


APPROACHES: The entrance to Keyhaven lies about half a mile north-west of Hurst Point. From a distance it can be quite difficult to locate the mouth of the channel, approximately half a mile north of Hurst Tower Light (Fl [4] WR 15s 23m 13/11M Iso WRG 4s 19m 21-17M). The entrance is flanked by a low shingle bank to the south and mudflats beyond.


On approach from the east you will not encounter any real dangers, although look out for the regular Lymington to Yarmouth ferries. From the west, be aware of both the Shingles Bank, over which seas can break, the Trap (just inside Hurst Point) and the mobile erosion bank approximately 500m to the east of Hurst Spit (with reports of outlying shoals to the east and north), all of which should be given a wide berth.


[image: Map showing Keyhaven and Hurst Point including navigational marks and transit points.]



Ensure you are using the most up-to-date charts of this area and constantly check your depths.




[image: Aerial view of sand spit on which there is a fort and lightouse. In the sea surrounding the spit, a semi-submerged sand bank winds around the main sand bank on which the buildings stand.]


The new erosion bank to the east of Hurst Spit







It is not advisable to enter Keyhaven in strong easterly winds, especially as the bar is constantly shifting, and for yachts with a 1.5m draught accessibility is limited to two hours either side of High Water. If you keep to the transits, however, shallower draught yachts can find sufficient water at most states of the tide.


PILOTAGE: The waypoint 50°42’.70N 01°32’.79W brings you to within half a mile of the entrance. From here two leading red and white-striped beacons, positioned on the mudflats just inside the entrance, bear 308°. It is quite difficult to see the beacons until you are fairly close in, you will probably spot the port and starboard unlit entrance buoys first. Take care with the approach as there can be strong tides across the entrance especially on the ebb.


Keep bearing 308° past the entrance buoys for a short distance. Turn to port when the PHM Fl (3) R 9s bears between 240° and 250°. This buoy is north-west of North Point at a waypoint of 50°42’.88N 01°33’.15W. After passing the PHM keep the green starboard buoys close to. The depth just inside the North Point entrance is only 0.4m LAT. Once in the channel, the deepest water is close to the line of moorings on your port-hand side. (Do not attempt to follow the five moorings immediately to west of the green buoys as this will lead you into a dead end.) Yachts that draw over 1.75m (5ft 7in) are advised to enter no further than the No. 20 mooring. Keep rigorously to the channel and do not attempt to cross any open water or make the mistake of following the shallow-draught ferry, as you may end up running aground.




[image: White yacht motoring towards river entrance.]


A course of 308° brings you to the port and starboard entrance buoys







Shortly afterwards, the fairway turns to the northwest, but the moorings still need to be followed closely until you get to the green buoy that indicates the beginning of the drying stretch of the channel to the quay. When closing on the quay the best water is to port by the ferry jetty. At the top of Spring tides there is about 2.5m of water at Keyhaven’s quay but, owing to the unpredictable bottom, drying out is not a good idea.


The speed limit of four knots within the channel must be observed at all times. With its unlit entrance and fairway, a night approach would be unwise.




[image: Line of boats moored along a drying river at sunset.]


The Keyhaven Fairway








BERTHING


There is a small anchorage in about 3m just inside Keyhaven North Point entrance. Another popular anchorage in favourable conditions is outside the harbour, about halfway between the entrance and the fort, although this is mainly used while waiting for the tide. When anchoring here, the Hurst Tower light should bear about 200°. It is also possible to tie up alongside the Keyhaven Quay for a short stay at High Water. For berthing availability and advice, contact the Keyhaven River Warden on Tel: 02380 285901 or VHF Ch 37.




[image: Yacht on the sea with a lighthouse and fort in the background.]


A convenient ‘awaiting the tide’ anchorage north-west of Hurst Point









Useful information – Keyhaven







FACILITIES


Water is available from the tap by the Warden’s Office, while West Solent Boatbuilders caters for most repair needs and is equipped with a 9.5-ton crane and a 25-ton slip. It also runs a small chandlery near the quay. There is no fuel available here although you can get fuel in cans from Milford-on-Sea, but this is a good half-hour’s walk away and there are no public transport services.


Keyhaven Yacht Club (Tel: 01590 642165), which is adjacent the quay, welcomes visitors from other clubs and has its own showers, as well as a bar and lounge that overlook the river.


PROVISIONING


The village of Milford-on-Sea fulfils most shopping needs, but is a good 30-minute walk away along winding lanes. The High Street incorporates most of the essential shops, including convenience stores (a Spar, a Co-op and a One-Stop incorporating the post office) and a pharmacy. There is also an HSBC bank in Milford-on-Sea, which has a cashpoint.


EATING OUT


The attractive Gun Inn (Tel: 01590 642391) at Keyhaven serves local fish and shellfish and is famous for its real ales and extensive malt whisky collection. There are also some good pubs and restaurants in Milford with a selection of cuisines to choose from.


ASHORE


Keyhaven is a conservation area and bird sanctuary, offering plenty of interesting shoreside walks. Situated towards the seaward end of the shingle spit is Hurst Castle (see p19, Tel: 03703 331181). Now owned by English Heritage, the castle is open from from last week of March to first week of November. A ferry (Tel: 01590 642500) runs regularly from Keyhaven to Hurst Castle or, alternatively, you can walk to it across the spit. It is about a 30-minute walk, and you will need to wear a pair of strong shoes to cope with all the shingle underfoot.


TRANSPORT


Buses: There are no buses between Keyhaven and Milford-on-Sea but from Milford there are regular services to Lymington, Christchurch and Bournemouth.


Trains: The nearest train station is Lymington, which is about three to four miles from Milford-on-Sea.


USEFUL INFORMATION


Keyhaven River Warden: VHF Ch 37; Tel: 02380 285901; KeyhavenRiverWarden@NFDC.gov.uk or KeyhavenRiverAdmin@nfdc.gov.uk.


Ferry (Keyhaven to Hurst Castle): Tel: 01590 642500.


Boatbuilders/engineers: West Solent Boatbuilders: Tel: 01590 642080.


Coastguard: Lee on Solent: Tel: 02392 552100.


Tourist Information: www.visit-hampshire.co.uk/explore/keyhaven.






YARMOUTH


Yarmouth Harbour entrance:
50°42’.42N 01°30’.05W




Key website


Yarmouth Harbour:


www.yarmouth-harbour.co.uk/harbour-info/





The most western harbour on the Isle of Wight, Yarmouth is not only a convenient passage stopover but has also become a very desirable destination in its own right, especially now that Yarmouth has a modern marina with a majority of walk-ashore berths. The harbour has virtually all weather access. The pretty harbour and town offer plenty of fine restaurants and amenities and are within easy reach of many of the Isle of Wight’s tourist attractions.




[image: Aerial view of harbour. The sea is in the foreground, the town is on the left with the harbour to the right. There is a river extends up through the middle of the photo to the harbour.]


Yarmouth Harbour viewed from the north, with the pier to port of the harbour entrance







NAVIGATION


CHARTS: Admiralty Charts: SC5600, 2021, 2035, 2045; Imray: C3, C15, Y30, Y31, Y38, 2200.12


TIDES: Double High Waters occur at or near Springs. Otherwise the stand lasts for about 2 hours. Predictions refer to the first High Water when there are two, but other times to the middle of the stand.


HW Springs are 1 hour 5 minutes before and Neaps 5 minutes after HW Portsmouth. LW Springs are 25 minutes before and Neaps 30 minutes before LW Portsmouth. MHWS: 3.0m; MHWN: 2.6m; MLWN: 1.6m; MLWS: 0.8m.


APPROACHES: From the west, Black Rock, which is clearly marked by a green conical buoy (Fl G 5s), and the shoal water north of the outer east-west pier are the only dangers. From the east, apart from the unlit historic wreck buoy (Y SPM, position 50°42’.58N 01°29’.67W) and the obvious yacht club moorings east of the pier, there are no hazards. When entering or leaving take care to keep clear of the ferry, which operates every 30 minutes between Lymington and Yarmouth. At times the entrance can be very congested. There is a speed limit of 4 knots within the inner harbour and 6 knots elsewhere. It is advisable to call ‘Yarmouth Harbour’ VHF Ch 68 well before arriving at the harbour entrance.


The tide runs strongly at half flood and ebb, so in your final approach make sure you do not get swept either side of the narrow entrance.


PILOTAGE: Yarmouth is easily located by its pier, church tower and the constant stream of Wightlink ferries. At night, the pier-head lights (2FR) and the floodlit ferry dock can be clearly identified. From east or west, the East Fairway buoy (Fl R 2s) will bring you to waypoint 50°42’.58N 01°30’.01W, about 400m north of the entrance waypoint 50°42’.42N 01°30’.05W.
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