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Ben Affleck






Benjamin Geza Affleck-Boldt (born August 15, 1972) is an American actor and filmmaker. His accolades include two Academy Awards, three Golden Globe Awards, two BAFTA Awards and two Screen Actors Guild Awards. He began his career as a child and starred in the PBS educational series The Voyage of the Mimi (1984, 1988). He later appeared in the independent coming-of-age comedy Dazed and Confused (1993) and various Kevin Smith films including Chasing Amy (1997) and Dogma (1999). Affleck gained wider recognition when he and childhood friend Matt Damon won the Golden Globe and Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay for Good Will Hunting (1997). He then established himself as a leading man in studio films including the disaster drama Armageddon (1998), the romantic comedy Forces of Nature (1999), the war drama Pearl Harbor (2001) and the thriller Changing Lanes (2002).

After a career downturn, during which he appeared in Daredevil and Gigli (both 2003), Affleck received a Golden Globe nomination for his performance in the noir biopic Hollywoodland (2006). His directorial debut, Gone Baby Gone (2007), which he also co-wrote, was well received. He then directed, co-wrote, and starred in the crime drama The Town (2010). For the political thriller Argo (2012), which he directed and starred in, Affleck won the Golden Globe and BAFTA Award for Best Director, and the Golden Globe, BAFTA, and Academy Award for Best Picture. He starred in the psychological thriller Gone Girl (2014). In 2016, Affleck began playing Batman in the DC Extended Universe, starred in the action thriller The Accountant, and directed, wrote and acted in the gangster drama Live by Night.

Affleck is the co-founder of the Eastern Congo Initiative, a grantmaking and advocacy-based nonprofit organization. He is also a stalwart member of the Democratic Party[image: External link]. Affleck and Damon are co-owners of the production company Pearl Street Films. His younger brother is actor Casey Affleck, with whom he has worked on several films including Good Will Hunting and Gone Baby Gone. Affleck married actress Jennifer Garner in 2005; they have three children together. The couple announced their separation in 2015 and filed for divorce in early 2017.
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 Early life




Benjamin Geza Affleck-Boldt was born on August 15, 1972 in Berkeley, California.[1][2] His family moved to Massachusetts when he was three;[3] living in Falmouth, where his brother Casey was born, before settling in Cambridge.[4] His mother, Christopher Anne "Chris" (née Boldt),[5] was a Harvard-educated elementary school teacher.[6][7] His father, Timothy Byers Affleck,[8] worked sporadically as an auto mechanic,[3] a carpenter,[9] a bookie,[10] an electrician,[11] a bartender,[12] and a janitor at Harvard University.[13] In the mid-1960s, he had been an actor and stage manager with the Theater Company of Boston.[14] During Affleck's childhood, his father had a self-described "severe, chronic problem with alcoholism"[15] and Affleck has recalled him drinking "all day ... every day."[16] His parents divorced when he was 12,[15] and he and his younger brother lived with their mother.[8] In the following years, his father's life "hit the skids"[6] and he spent two years homeless.[10][17] When Affleck was 16, his father moved to Indio, California to enter a rehabilitation facility and, after gaining sobriety, he worked as an addiction counselor at the facility for many years.[6][18]

Affleck was raised in a politically active, liberal household.[10][19] He and his brother were surrounded by people who worked in the arts,[20] regularly attended theater performances with their mother,[21] and were encouraged to make their own home movies.[22] The brothers auditioned for roles in local commercials and film productions because of their mother's friendship with a Cambridge-area casting director,[12] and Affleck first acted professionally at the age of seven.[23] His mother saved his wages in a college trust fund[8] and hoped her son would ultimately become a teacher, worrying that acting was an insecure and "frivolous" profession.[24] David Wheeler, a family friend, was Affleck's acting coach and later described him as a "very bright and intensely curious" child.[23] When Affleck was 13, he filmed a children's television program in Mexico and learned to speak Spanish during a year spent traveling around the country with his mother and brother.[25]

As a Cambridge Rindge and Latin high school student, Affleck acted in theater productions and was inspired by drama teacher Gerry Speca.[26][27] He became close friends with Matt Damon, whom he had known since the age of eight, during this time.[28] Although Damon was two years older, the friends had "identical interests"[28] and traveled to New York together for acting auditions.[29] They saved their acting earnings in a joint bank account in order to buy train and airline tickets.[30] While Affleck had high SAT scores,[8] he was an unfocused student with poor attendance.[6][31] He spent a few months studying Spanish at the University of Vermont, chosen because of its proximity to his then-girlfriend,[11] but left after fracturing his hip while playing basketball.[29] By then aged 18, Affleck moved to Los Angeles,[24] studying Middle Eastern affairs at Occidental College for a year and a half.[32][33]
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 Film career




See also: Ben Affleck filmography



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1981–1997: Child acting and Good Will Hunting




Affleck acted professionally throughout his childhood "but not in the sense that I had a mom that wanted to take me to Hollywood or a family that wanted to make money from me ... I kind of chanced into something."[34] He first appeared, at the age of seven, in a local independent film called Dark Side of the Street (1981), directed by a family friend.[35] His biggest success as a child actor was as the star of the PBS children's series The Voyage of the Mimi (1984) and The Second Voyage of the Mimi (1988), produced for sixth-grade science classes. Affleck worked "sporadically" on Mimi from the age of eight to fifteen in both Massachusetts and Mexico.[34] As a teenager, he appeared in the ABC after school special Wanted: A Perfect Man (1986),[36] the television film Hands of a Stranger (1987)[34] and a 1989 Burger King commercial.[27]

After high school, Affleck moved briefly to New York in search of acting work.[34] Later, while studying at Occidental College in Los Angeles, Affleck directed student films.[10][37] As an actor, he had a series of "knock-around parts, one to the next".[34] He played Patrick Duffy's son in the television film Daddy (1991), made an uncredited appearance as a basketball player in the Buffy the Vampire Slayer film (1992) and had a supporting role as an anti-Semite in School Ties (1992).[38] He played a high school quarterback in the NBC television series Against the Grain (1993) and a steroid-abusing high school football player in Body to Die For: The Aaron Henry Story (1994). Affleck's most notable role during this period was as a high school bully in Richard Linklater's cult classic Dazed and Confused (1993).[39] Linklater sought a likeable actor for the supporting role and, while Affleck was "big and imposing," he was "so smart and full of life ... I just liked him."[40][41] Affleck later said Linklater was instrumental in demystifying the filmmaking process for him.[10]

Affleck's first starring film role was as an aimless art student in the college drama Glory Daze (1995), with Stephen Holden of The New York Times remarking that his "affably mopey performance finds just the right balance between obnoxious and sad sack."[42] He then played a bully in the comedy Mallrats (1995) and began to worry that he would be relegated to "throwing people into their lockers for the rest of my career."[34] However, he became friends with writer-director Kevin Smith during filming, and Smith wrote the lead role in his romantic comedy Chasing Amy (1997) for Affleck.[3][34] The film was a breakthrough moment for the actor.[34] Janet Maslin of The New York Times praised the "wonderful ease" with which Affleck played the role, combining "suave good looks with cool comic timing."[43] Owen Gleiberman of Entertainment Weekly wrote of a "wholesome and quick-witted" performance.[44] He starred as a recently returned Korean War veteran in the coming-of-age drama Going All the Way (1997). Todd McCarthy of Variety found him "excellent",[45] while Janet Maslin of The New York Times noted that his "flair for comic self-doubt made a strong impression."[46]

The success of 1997's Good Will Hunting, which Affleck co-wrote and acted in, marked a significant turning point in his career. The screenplay originated in 1992 when Damon wrote a 40-page script for a playwriting class at Harvard University. He asked Affleck to act out the scenes with him in front of the class and, when Damon later moved into Affleck's Los Angeles apartment, they began working on the script in earnest.[28] The film, which they wrote mainly during improvisation sessions,[47] was set partly in their hometown of Cambridge and drew from their own experiences.[48] They sold the screenplay to Castle Rock in 1994, when Affleck was 22 years old. During the development process, they received notes from industry figures including Rob Reiner and William Goldman[image: External link].[49] Following a lengthy dispute with Castle Rock regarding a suitable director, Affleck and Damon persuaded Miramax to purchase the screenplay.[9] The two friends moved back to Boston for a year before the film finally went into production, directed by Gus Van Sant and co-starring Damon, Affleck and Robin Williams.[47] Upon release, Janet Maslin of The New York Times praised the "smart and touching screenplay",[50] while Emanuel Levy of Variety found it "funny, nonchalant, moving and angry."[51] Jay Carr of The Boston Globe wrote that Affleck brought "a beautifully nuanced tenderness" to his role as the working-class friend of Damon's mathematical prodigy character.[52] Affleck and Damon won both the Golden Globe and Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay.[10] Affleck has described this period of his life as "dreamlike": "It was like one of those scenes in an old movie when a newspaper comes spinning out of the black on to the screen. You know, '$100 Million Box Office! Awards!'"[29]
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 1998–2002: Leading man status




1998's Armageddon established Affleck as a viable leading man for Hollywood studio films. Good Will Hunting had not yet been released during the casting process and, after Affleck's screentest, director Michael Bay dismissed him as "a geek". He was convinced by producer Jerry Bruckheimer that Affleck would be a star[24] but the actor was required to lose weight, become tanned and get his teeth capped before filming began.[53] The film, in which he starred opposite Bruce Willis as a blue-collar driller tasked by NASA with stopping an asteroid from colliding with Earth, was a box office success.[54] Daphne Merkin of The New Yorker remarked: "Affleck demonstrates a sexy Paul Newmanish[image: External link] charm and is clearly bound for stardom."[55] Later in 1998, Affleck had a supporting role as an arrogant English actor in the period romantic comedy Shakespeare in Love, starring his then-girlfriend Gwyneth Paltrow. Lael Loewenstein of Variety remarked that Affleck "does some of his very best work, suggesting that comedy may be his true calling,"[56] while Janet Maslin of The New York Times found him "very funny."[57] Shakespeare in Love won seven Academy Awards, including Best Picture, while the cast won the Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast. Affleck then appeared as a small-town sheriff in the supernatural horror film Phantoms.[34] Stephen Holden of The New York Times wondered why actors like Affleck and Peter O'Toole had agreed to appear in the "junky" film: "Affleck's thudding performance suggests he is reading his dialogue for the first time, directly from cue cards."[58]

Affleck and Damon had an on-screen reunion in Kevin Smith's religious satire Dogma, which premiered at the 1999 Cannes Film Festival. Janet Maslin of The New York Times remarked that the pair, playing fallen angels, "bring great, understandable enthusiasm to Mr. Smith's smart talk and wild imaginings."[59] Affleck starred opposite Sandra Bullock in the romantic comedy Forces of Nature (1999), playing a groom whose attempts to get to his wedding are complicated by his free-spirited travelling companion. Owen Gleiberman of Entertainment Weekly remarked that Affleck "has the fast-break charm you want in a screwball hero",[60] while Joe Leydon of Variety praised "his winning ability to play against his good looks in a self-effacing comic turn."[61] Affleck then appeared opposite Courtney Love[image: External link] in the little-seen ensemble comedy 200 Cigarettes (1999).[62]

Interested in a directorial career, Affleck shadowed John Frankenheimer throughout pre-production of the action thriller Reindeer Games (2000).[24][63] Frankenheimer, directing his final feature film, described Affleck as having "a very winning, likable quality about him. I've been doing this for a long time and he's really one of the nicest."[64] He starred opposite Charlize Theron as a hardened criminal, with Elvis Mitchell of The New York Times enjoying the unexpected casting choice: "Affleck often suggests one of the Kennedys playing Clark Kent ... He looks as if he has never missed a party or a night's sleep. He's game, though, and his slight dislocation works to the advantage of Reindeer Games."[65] He then had a supporting role as a ruthless stockbroker in the crime drama Boiler Room (2000).[63] A.O. Scott of The New York Times felt Affleck had "traced over" Alec Baldwin's performance in Glengarry Glen Ross.[66] However, Peter Rainer of New York Magazine said he "does a series of riffs on Baldwin's aria, and each one is funnier and crueler than the next."[67] He then provided the voice of Joseph in the animated Joseph: King of Dreams.[68] In his final film role of 2000, Affleck starred opposite his girlfriend Paltrow in the romantic drama Bounce. Stephen Holden of The New York Times praised the "understated intensity and exquisite detail" of his performance: "His portrait of a young, sarcastically self-defined "people person" who isn't half as confident as he would like to appear is close to definitive."[69]

Affleck reunited with director Michael Bay for the critically derided war drama Pearl Harbor (2001). He later characterised it as a film he did "for money – for the wrong reasons."[70] A.O. Scott of The New York Times felt Affleck and Kate Beckinsale "do what they can with their lines, and glow with the satiny shine of real movie stars."[71] However, Todd McCarthy of Variety said, "the blandly handsome Affleck couldn’t convince that he’d ever so much as been turned down for a date, much less lost the love of his life to his best friend."[72] Affleck then parodied Good Will Hunting with Damon and Van Sant in Kevin Smith's Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back (2001),[73] made a cameo in the comedy Daddy and Them (2001)[74] and had a supporting role in the little-seen The Third Wheel (2002).[23] He portrayed the CIA analyst Jack Ryan in the thriller The Sum of All Fears (2002). Stephen Holden of The New York Times felt he was miscast in a role previously played by both Harrison Ford and Alec Baldwin: "Although Mr. Affleck can be appealing when playing earnest young men groping toward maturity, he simply lacks the gravitas for the role."[75] Affleck had an "amazing experience" making the thriller Changing Lanes (2002),[34] and later cited Roger Michell as someone he learned from as a director.[63][76] Robert Koehler of Variety described it as one of the actor's "most thoroughly wrought" performances: "The journey into a moral fog compels him to play more inwardly and thoughtfully than he ever has before."[77]

Push, Nevada (2002), created, written and produced by Affleck and Sean Bailey,[78] was an ABC mystery drama series which placed a viewer-participation game within the frame of the show.[79] Caryn James of The New York Times praised the show's "nerve, imagination and clever writing"[80] but Robert Bianco of USA Today described it as a "knock-off" of Twin Peaks.[81] The show was cancelled by ABC after seven episodes due to low ratings.[82]

Affleck became more actively involved with television and film production in the early 2000s. He and Damon had set up Pearl Street Films, named after the street that ran between their childhood homes,[83] in 1998[84] but their next production company LivePlanet, co-founded in 2000 with Bailey and Chris Moore, sought to integrate the internet into mainstream television and film production.[83][85] LivePlanet's biggest success was the documentary series Project Greenlight, aired on HBO[image: External link] and later Bravo, which focused on first-time filmmakers being given the chance to direct a feature film. Project Greenlight was nominated for a Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Reality Program in 2002, 2004, and 2005.[86] Over time, LivePlanet's focus shifted from multimedia projects to more traditional film production.[85] Affleck and his partners signed a film production deal with Disney in 2002; it expired in 2007.[87][88]
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 2003–2005: Career downturn and tabloid notoriety




While Affleck had been a tabloid figure for much of his career and was named Sexiest Man Alive by People Magazine in 2002,[23] he was the subject of increased media attention in 2003 due to his relationship with Jennifer Lopez. By the end of the year, Affleck had become, in the words of GQ, the "world's most over-exposed actor."[89] His newfound tabloid notoriety coincided with a series of poorly received films.

The first of these films was Daredevil (2003), in which Affleck starred as the blind superhero. Affleck was a longtime comic book fan, and had written a foreword for Kevin Smith's Guardian Devil (1999) about his love for the character of Daredevil.[90][91] The film was a commercial success[92] but received a mixed response from critics. Elvis Mitchell of The New York Times said Affleck was "lost" in the role: "A big man, Mr. Affleck is shriveled by the one-dimensional role ... [Only his scenes with Jon Favreau have] a playful side that allows Mr. Affleck to show his generosity as an actor."[93] In 2014, Affleck described Daredevil as the only film he regretted making.[10] He next appeared as a low-ranking mobster in the romantic comedy Gigli (2003), co-starring Lopez. Gigli received almost uniformly unfavorable reviews, with Manohla Dargis of the Los Angeles Times remarking: "A passable actor but a lousy star – the bigger the movie, the worse he comes across – Affleck doesn't have the chops or the charm to maneuver around (or past) bad material."[94] Affleck has repeatedly defended director Marty Brest[image: External link] since the film's release,[63] describing him as "one of the really great directors".[95] In his final film role of 2003, Affleck starred as a reverse engineer in the sci-fi thriller Paycheck (2003). Peter Bradshaw of The Guardian remarked upon Affleck's "self-deprecating charm" and wondered why he could not find better scripts.[96] Manohla Dargis of the Los Angeles Times found it "almost unfair" to critique Affleck, an "actor of some callow charm", given that he "had such a rough year."[97]

Affleck's poor critical notices continued in 2004 when he starred as a bereaved husband in the romantic comedy Jersey Girl, directed by longtime collaborator Smith. Stephen Holden of The New York Times described Affleck as an actor "whose talent has curdled as his tabloid notoriety has spread."[98] However, Joe Leydon of Variety found his onscreen role as a father "affecting".[99] Later that year, he starred opposite James Gandolfini in the holiday comedy Surviving Christmas. Holden of The New York Times remarked that the film "found a clever way to use Ben Affleck's disagreeable qualities. The actor's shark-like grin, cocky petulance and bullying frat-boy swagger befit his character."[100] At this point, the quality of scripts offered to Affleck "was just getting worse and worse" and he decided to take a career break.[101] The Los Angeles Times published a piece on the downfall of Affleck's career in late 2004. Kim Masters noted that, unlike film critics and tabloid journalists, "few industry professionals seem to be gloating over Affleck's travails." Various producers and agents were interviewed, with Harvey Weinstein describing Affleck as "one of the sweetest people I've ever met in this industry ... I think the sky's the limit when he wants to focus. And he will."[102]
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 2006–2015: Emergence as a director




After marrying actress Jennifer Garner in 2005, and welcoming their first child, Affleck began a career comeback in 2006. While both Man About Town and Smokin' Aces were little-seen,[103] Affleck won acclaim for his performance as George Reeves in the noir biopic Hollywoodland. Peter Travers of Rolling Stone praised "an award-caliber performance ... This is feeling, nuanced work from an actor some of us had prematurely written off."[104] Geoffrey Macnab of The Guardian said he "beautifully" captured "the character's curious mix of charm, vulnerability and fatalism."[105] He was awarded the Volpi Cup[image: External link] at the Venice Film Festival[image: External link] and was nominated for a Golden Globe for Best Supporting Actor.[106] Also in 2006, he made a cameo in Smith's Clerks II.[107] Although they remain fans of each other's work,[108][109] Affleck and Smith have had little contact since the making of Clerks II.[110]

Affleck made his feature film directorial debut with Gone Baby Gone (2007), a crime drama set in a working-class Boston neighbourhood, starring his brother Casey. Affleck co‑wrote the screenplay, based on the book by Dennis Lehane, with childhood friend Aaron Stockard, having first mentioned his intention to adapt the story in 2003.[111][112] It opened to enthusiastic reviews.[113] Manohla Dargis of The New York Times praised the film's "sensitivity to real struggle ... Mr. Affleck doesn’t live in these derelict realms, but, for the most part, he earns the right to visit."[114] Similarly, Stephen Farber of The Hollywood Reporter praised the "thoughtful, deeply poignant, splendidly executed" film.[115]

While Affleck intended to "keep a primary emphasis on directing" going forward in his career,[116] he acted in three films in 2009. In the ensemble romantic comedy He's Just Not That Into You, the chemistry between Affleck and Jennifer Aniston was praised.[117][118] Affleck played a congressman in the political thriller State of Play. Wesley Morris of The Boston Globe found him "very good in the film's silliest role"[119] but David Edelstein of New York Magazine remarked of Affleck: "He might be smart and thoughtful in life [but] as an actor his wheels turn too slowly."[120] He had a supporting role as a bartender in the little-seen comedy film Extract.[121] Peter Travers of Rolling Stone described his performance as "a goofball delight",[122] while Manhola Dargis of The New York Times declared it as "a real performance."[123] In 2010, Affleck starred in The Company Men as a mid-level sales executive who is made redundant during the financial crisis[image: External link].[124] David Denby of The New Yorker declared that Affleck "gives his best performance yet",[125] while Richard Corliss of Time found he "nails Bobby's plunge from hubris to humiliation."[126]

Following the modest commercial success of Gone Baby Gone, Warner Bros. developed a close working relationship with Affleck and offered him his choice of the studio's scripts.[6] He decided to direct the crime drama The Town (2010), an adaptation of Chuck Hogan's novel Prince of Thieves. He also co-wrote the screenplay and starred in the film as a bank robber. A.O. Scott of The New York Times praised Affleck's "skill and self-confidence as a director",[127] while Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times noted: "Affleck has the stuff of a real director. Everything is here. It's an effective thriller, he works closely with actors, he has a feel for pacing."[128] The film was a box office success.[129] Also in 2010, Affleck and Damon's production company, Pearl Street Films, signed a first-look producing deal at Warner Bros.[130]

Affleck soon began work on his next directorial project for Warner Bros. Argo (2012), written by Chris Terrio and starring Affleck as a CIA operative, tells the story of the CIA plan to save six U.S. diplomats during the 1979 Iran hostage crisis by faking a production for a large-scale science fiction film. Anthony Lane of The New Yorker said the film offered "further proof that we were wrong about Ben Affleck".[131] Peter Travers of Rolling Stone remarked: "Affleck takes the next step in what looks like a major directing career ... He directs the hell out of it, nailing the quickening pace, the wayward humor, the nerve-frying suspense."[132] The film was a major commercial success.[133] Argo won the Academy Award, Golden Globe Award and BAFTA Award for Best Picture.[134] The cast won the Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast. Affleck himself won the Golden Globe Award, Directors Guild of America Award and BAFTA Award for Best Director, becoming the first director to win these awards without a nomination for the Academy Award for Best Director[image: External link].[135]

Affleck played a romantic lead in Terrence Malick's experimental drama To the Wonder (2013). Malick, a close friend of Affleck's godfather, had first met with the actor in the 1990s to offer advice about the plot of Good Will Hunting.[136] Peter Bradshaw of The Guardian enjoyed "a performance of dignity and sensitivity",[137] while The New Yorker 's Richard Brody described Affleck as "a solid and muscular performer" who "conveys a sense of thoughtful and willful individuality."[138] Affleck's performance as a poker boss was considered a highlight of the poorly-reviewed thriller Runner Runner (2013).[139][140] Betsy Sharkey of the Los Angeles Times remarked that it was "one killer of a character, and Affleck plays him like a Bach concerto — every note perfectly played."[141] Also in 2013, Affleck hosted the sketch comedy show Saturday Night Live for the fifth time since 2000, becoming a member of the Five Timers Club[image: External link].[142] Affleck then pushed back production on his own directorial project to star as a husband accused of murder in David Fincher's psychological thriller Gone Girl (2014).[143] Fincher cast him partly because he understood what it felt like to be misrepresented by tabloid media: "What many people don’t know is that he's crazy smart, but since he doesn’t want that to get awkward, he downplays it. I think he learned how to skate on charm."[144] David Edelstein of New York Magazine noted that Fincher's controlled style of directing had a "remarkable" effect on Affleck's acting: "I never thought I’d write these words, but he carries the movie. He's terrific."[145] Justin Chang of Variety found Affleck "perfectly cast": "It's a tricky turn, requiring a measure of careful underplaying and emotional aloofness, and he nails it completely."[146] In 2015, Affleck and Damon's Project Greenlight was resurrected by HBO for one season.[147]
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 2016–present: Batman role and continued directing




Given Affleck's increasing reputation as a filmmaker, his decision to star as Batman in the 2016 superhero film Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice was regarded by Anthony Lane of The New Yorker as a "backward step into the realm of beefcake"[148] and by Dave Itzkoff of The New York Times as "a somewhat bewildering choice".[149] Although the casting choice was met with intense fan backlash,[150] Affleck's performance ultimately received a positive reception. Andrew Barker of Variety found him "a winningly cranky, charismatic presence",[151] while Brian Truitt of USA Today enjoyed his "strong" and "surprisingly emotional" take on the character.[152] He briefly reprised his role as Batman in Suicide Squad later that year. Affleck's second role of 2015 was as an autistic accountant in the action thriller The Accountant. The film was a commercial success, greatly exceeding box office expectations.[153] Peter Debruge of Variety felt Affleck's "boy-next-door" demeanour – "so normal and non-actorly that most of his performances feel like watching one of your buddies up on screen" – was "a terrific fit" for the role.[154] However, Stephen Holden of The New York Times wondered why Affleck, "looking appropriately dead-eyed and miserable," committed himself to the film.[155] Live by Night, Affleck's fourth directorial project, was released in late 2016.[156] He also starred in the Prohibition-era gangster drama, which he adapted from the Dennis Lehane novel. The film received largely unenthusiastic reviews and failed to recoup its $65 million production budget.[157] David Sims of The Atlantic described it as "a fascinating mess of a movie" and criticised Affleck's "stiff, uncomfortable" performance. However, he noted that one of the final action scenes "is so wonderfully staged, its action crisp and easy to follow, that it reminds you what skill Affleck has with the camera."[158] Affleck and Damon made a one-off stage appearance in late 2016 for a live reading of the Good Will Hunting screenplay at New York's Skirball Theater.[159]

Affleck will reprise his role as Batman in Justice League in November 2017.[160] Matt Reeves is expected to direct him in an as-yet-untitled Batman film in 2018.[161] Affleck initially intended to direct the film, in addition to starring in it, but later stepped down citing an unmanageable workload.[162] He has two directorial projects in development. Warner Bros. acquired the rights to Nathaniel Philbrick's Bunker Hill: A City, A Siege, A Revolution in 2013 as a potential directing vehicle for Affleck[163] and, in 2016, it was announced that Aaron Stockard is writing an adapted screenplay for the project.[164] He is also attached to direct and star in Fox's adaptation of Agatha Christie's "The Witness for the Prosecution".[165]
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Main article: Eastern Congo Initiative


After travelling in the region between 2007 and early 2010, Affleck and Whitney Williams co-founded the nonprofit organization Eastern Congo Initiative in 2010.[166][167] ECI acts as a grant maker for Congolese-led, community-based charities.[168] It offers training and resources to cooperatives of Congolese farmers while leveraging partnerships with companies including Theo Chocolate and Starbucks.[169][170] ECI also aims to raise public awareness and drive policy change in the United States.[171]

Affleck has written op-eds about issues facing eastern Congo for the Washington Post,[172][173] Politico,[174] the Huffington Post[175] and Time.[176] He has appeared as a discussion panelist at many events, including at the Center for Strategic and International Studies,[177] the Global Philanthropy Forum[178] and the Clinton Global Initiative[image: External link].[179] During visits to Washington D.C., Affleck has testified before the House Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health and Human Rights,[180] the House Armed Services Committee,[181] the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,[182] and the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations, and Related Projects.[183]
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 Other charitable causes




Affleck is a supporter of the A-T Children's Project. While filming Forces of Nature in 1998, Affleck befriended ten-year-old Joe Kindregan (1988–2015), who had the rare disease ataxia-telangiectasia (A-T), and his family.[184] Affleck became actively involved in fundraising for A-T[185][186] and, in 2001, he and Kindregan testified before the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health & Human Services, and Education, asking senators to support stem-cell research and to double the budget of the National Institutes of Health.[184] In 2007, Affleck was the keynote speaker at Kindregan's high school graduation ceremony in Fairfax, Virginia.[187] Kindregan appeared as an extra in Argo (2012).[188] In 2013, in celebration of Kindregan's 25th birthday and "15 years of friendship with Joe and his family," Affleck and Garner matched donations made to the A-T Children's Project.[189] Affleck appeared in CinemAbility (2013), a film documentary which explores Hollywood's portrayals of people with disabilities.[190]

As part of USO-sponsored tours, Affleck visited marines stationed in the Persian Gulf in 2003[191] and troops at Germany's Ramstein Air Base in 2017.[192] He is a supporter of Paralyzed Veterans of America.[193] He filmed public service announcements for the organization in both 2009 and 2014.[194][195] He has also volunteered on behalf of Operation Gratitude.[196][197]

Affleck is a member of Feeding America's Entertainment Council.[198] He made an appearance at the Greater Boston Food Bank in 2007[199] and at a Denver food bank in 2008.[200] Affleck spoke at a Feeding America rally in Washington D.C. in 2009[201] and filmed a public service announcement for the charity in 2010.[202] Affleck and Ellen DeGeneres launched Feeding America's Small Change Campaign in 2011.[203] Also that year, he and Howard Graham Buffett co-wrote an article for The Huffington Post, highlighting the "growing percentage of the food insecure population that is not eligible for federal nutrition programs."[204]
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 Political views




Affleck has described himself as "moderately liberal."[205] He was raised in "a very strong union household."[206] In 2000, he spoke at a rally at Harvard University in support of an increased living wage for all workers on campus; his father and stepmother worked as janitors at the university.[13] He later narrated a documentary, Occupation (2002), about a sit-in organized by the Harvard Living Wage Campaign.[207] Affleck and Senator Ted Kennedy held a press conference on Capitol Hill in 2004, pushing for an increase in the minimum wage.[208] He spoke at a 2007 press conference at Boston's City Hall in support of SEIU's unionization efforts for the city's low-paid hospital workers.[209] During the Writers' Strike in 2008, Affleck voiced support for the picketers.[210] He has criticised the Bush tax cuts on many occasions.[211][212][213]

Affleck is pro-choice. In a 2000 interview, he stated that he believes "very strongly in a woman's right to choose."[19] In 2012, he supported the Draw the Line campaign, describing reproductive rights as "fundamental."[214] Affleck was a longtime supporter of legalizing gay marriage, saying in 2004 that he hoped to look back on the marriage debate "with some degree of embarrassment for how antiquated it was."[215] Also that year, he remarked that it was "outrageous and offensive" to suggest members of the transgender community were not entitled to equal rights.[216] He appeared alongside his gay cousin in a 2005 Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays print advertising campaign.[217][218] Affleck filmed a public service announcement for Divided We Fail, a nonpartisan AARP campaign seeking affordable, quality healthcare for all Americans, in 2007.[219]

Affleck appeared at a press conference with New York Senator Chuck Schumer in 2002, in support of a proposed Anti-Nuclear Terrorism Prevention Act.[220] In 2003, he criticised the "questionable and aggressive" use of the Patriot Act and the resulting "encroachments on civil liberties."[211] A reporter for The Washington Post overheard Affleck "railing about the Israeli invasion of Gaza" at a Washington party in 2009.[221] Steven Clemons, a participant in the conversation, said Affleck listened "to alternative takes ... What Affleck spoke about that night was reasoned, complex and made a lot of sense."[222] Later that year, in a New York Times interview, Affleck remarked that his views were closer to those of the Israeli Labor Party[image: External link] than Likud[image: External link].[223]

During the 2008 presidential campaign, Affleck expressed concerns about conspiracy theories claiming Barack Obama was an Arab or a Muslim[image: External link]: "This prejudice that we have allowed to fester in this campaign ... the acceptance of both of those things as a legitimate slur is really a problem."[224][225] In 2012, he praised Senator John McCain's "leadership" in defending Huma Abedin against anti-Muslim attacks.[226][227] Affleck engaged in a discussion about the relationship between liberal principles and Islam during a 2014 appearance on Real Time with Bill Maher.[228] In a 2017 Guardian interview, he said: "I strongly believe that no one should be stereotyped on the basis of their race or religion. It’s one of the most fundamental tenets of liberal thought."[229]

Affleck is a supporter of the Second Amendment.[205] In a 2012 interview, he said he owns several guns, both for skeet shooting and for the protection of his family.[6] Affleck does not support the death penalty.[230]

Affleck appeared alongside then-Senator Barack Obama at a 2006 rally in support of Proposition 87, which sought to reduce petroleum consumption in favour of alternative energy.[231] He appeared in a global warming awareness video produced by the Center for American Progress Action Fund in 2007.[232] Also that year, Affleck admitted he was not "particularly good at being green"[233] while, in 2014, he named "a 1966 Chevelle" as his guilty pleasure.[10] In 2016, Affleck filmed an endorsement for Rezpect Our Water, an online petition to stop construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline.[234]
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Affleck registered to vote as a Democrat[image: External link] in 1992 and has campaigned on behalf of a number of Democratic presidential nominees. He supported Al Gore in the final weeks of the 2000 presidential campaign[image: External link], attending rallies in California,[235] Pennsylvania[236] and Florida.[237] However, Affleck was unable to vote due to a registration issue in New York, where he was then residing, and later remarked, "I'm going to vote twice next time, in true Boston fashion."[238]

Affleck was involved in the 2004 presidential campaign[image: External link] of John Kerry. During the Democratic National Convention in Boston, he spoke to many delegations, appeared on political discussion shows and attended fundraising events.[239][240] Affleck took part in a voter registration public service announcement,[241] and traveled with Kerry during the opening weekend of his Believe in America Tour, making speeches at rallies in Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Ohio.[242]

Affleck appeared alongside then-Senator Barack Obama at a 2006 rally, introducing him as "the most galvanizing leader to come out of either party, in my opinion, in at least a decade."[231] He donated to Obama's presidential campaign in 2007,[243] and hosted two fundraisers for the candidate during the 2008 Democratic Primary.[244][245] Affleck urged voters to "help make history" in a MoveOn.org campaign[246] and made several appearances during the 2008 Democratic National Convention.[247] In the week of the presidential election, he appeared on Saturday Night Live to jokingly endorse Senator John McCain.[248] Affleck did not actively campaign for Obama's reelection in 2012.[6] However, he stated: "I like the president, I’m going to vote for the president."[249]

In 2000, Affleck introduced Senate candidate Hillary Clinton at a Cornell University rally and helped fundraise for her campaign.[250] Affleck, who first met the Clintons at Camp David in 1998,[251] pointed to the First Lady's work with children, women and "working families."[252] He supported Obama during the 2008 Democratic Primary, noting that Clinton had "moved toward the center" during the campaign.[233] Affleck supported Clinton during the 2016 Democratic Primary[image: External link].[253] He recorded a New Hampshire voter public service announcement[254] and was named by the Clinton campaign as a 'Hillblazer' – one of 1,100 individuals who had contributed or raised at least $100,000.[255] The Center for Responsive Politics reported that he raised $149,028.[256]

Affleck has supported a number of other Democratic politicians. In 2002, he donated to Dick Gephardt's Congressional campaign[257] and appeared in campaign literature for former classmate Marjorie Decker, running as a city councillor in Massachusetts.[258] He made donations to the presidential campaigns of both Dennis Kucinich and Wesley Clark in 2003.[259] In 2005, he donated to the campaign fund of Deval Patrick, a candidate for Governor of Massachusetts.[260] In 2006, Affleck contributed to Cory Booker's Newark mayoral campaign,[261] and introduced Congressmen Joe Courtney and Chris Murphy at rallies in Connecticut.[262] He donated to the 2008 Congressional campaign of Pennsylvania's Patrick Murphy[image: External link][263] and to the 2010 Senate campaign of Kirsten Gillibrand.[257] Affleck hosted a 2012 fundraiser for Senate candidate Elizabeth Warren,[264] endorsed her in a Progressive Change Campaign Committee video,[265] and made a campaign donation.[257] In 2013, he hosted a fundraiser for Senate candidate Cory Booker,[266] and made donations to the campaigns of both Booker and Alison Lundergan Grimes.[267][268] He donated to the campaign of Senate candidate Kamala Harris in 2015, and to the Congressional campaign of Melissa Gilbert[image: External link] in 2016.[257]

In the early 2000s, Affleck often expressed an interest in one day running for political office.[238] However, since 2007, he has denied any political ambitions and spoken repeatedly about the need for campaign finance reform.[229][233][269] In 2005, The Washington Post reported that Virginia Democrats were trying to persuade Affleck to run as a Senate candidate.[270] His publicist dismissed the rumor.[271] In 2012, political pundits and Democratic strategists including Bob Shrum and Tad Devine speculated that Affleck was considering running for a Massachusetts Senate seat.[272] Affleck denied the rumor,[273] and joked that he "also won't be throwing my hat in the ring to run the U.N.[image: External link]"[274]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Personal life





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Relationships and family




Affleck had a three-year relationship with actress Gwyneth Paltrow from 1997 to 2000. They began dating in October 1997, after meeting at a Miramax dinner,[275] and later worked together on Shakespeare in Love (1998). Although they first broke up in January 1999, months later, Paltrow persuaded Affleck to co-star with her in Bounce (2000) and they soon resumed their relationship.[276] They separated again in October 2000.[277] In a 2015 interview, Paltrow said she and Affleck remain friends.[275]

Affleck had an eighteen-month relationship with actress/singer Jennifer Lopez from 2002 to 2004. They began dating in July 2002, after meeting on the set of Gigli (2003), and later worked together on the "Jenny from the Block" music video[278] and Jersey Girl (2004).[279] Their relationship received extensive media coverage.[280] They became engaged in November 2002[281] but their planned wedding on September 14, 2003, in Santa Barbara, California was postponed with four days' notice because of "excessive media attention".[282] They broke up in January 2004.[283] Lopez later described the split as "my first real heartbreak" and attributed it in part to Affleck's discomfort with the media scrutiny.[284][285] In 2013, Affleck said he and Lopez occasionally "touch base".[286]

Affleck had an eleven-year relationship with actress Jennifer Garner from 2004 to 2015. They began dating in mid-2004,[287] having established a friendship on the sets of Pearl Harbor (2001) and Daredevil (2003).[288] They were married on June 29, 2005, in a private Turks and Caicos ceremony.[289] Victor Garber, who officiated at the ceremony, and his husband Rainer Andreesen were the only guests.[290] Affleck and Garner have three children: daughters Violet Anne (b. December 2005)[291] and Seraphina "Sera" Rose Elizabeth (b. January 2009),[292] and son Samuel "Sam" Garner (b. February 2012).[293] They announced their intention to divorce in June 2015,[294] and filed legal documents in April 2017, seeking joint physical and legal custody of their children.[295]

While Affleck believes paparazzi attention is "part of the deal" of stardom, he has spoken out against paparazzi interest in his children.[296] He has called for legislation to require paparazzi to maintain a certain distance from children and to blur their faces in published photos.[10]
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 Religion




In a 2003 interview, Affleck described himself as a "lapsed Protestant" from a mostly Episcopalian family,[297] and he later listed the Gospel of Matthew as one of the books that made a difference in his life.[298] As infants, each of his three children were baptised as members of the United Methodist Church.[299] In 2015, he began attending Methodist church services in Los Angeles.[300][301]
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In a 1998 interview, Affleck stated that he no longer drank alcohol.[302] In 2001, he completed a 30-day residential rehabilitation program for alcohol abuse. When the story leaked to the press, a spokesperson said the actor "decided that a fuller life awaits him without alcohol".[303] Affleck later described the rehab stay as a "pre-emptive strike" given his family's history of alcoholism.[304] In 2017, Affleck completed another residential rehabilitation program,[305] confirming in a statement that he had received "treatment for alcohol addiction; something I've dealt with in the past and will continue to confront."[306]
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Affleck won the 2004 California State Poker Championship, taking home the first prize of $356,400 and qualifying for the 2004 World Poker Tour final tournament.[307] In 2014, he was asked to refrain from playing blackjack at the Hard Rock Hotel in Las Vegas, after a series of wins aroused suspicion that he was counting cards, which is a legal gambling strategy frowned upon by casinos.[308] Affleck has repeatedly denied tabloid reports of a gambling addiction.[309][310]
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 Ancestry




The surname "Affleck" is of Scottish origin.[185] Affleck appeared on the PBS genealogy series Finding Your Roots in 2014. When told during filming that an ancestor had been a slave owner in Georgia, Affleck responded: "God. It gives me kind of a sagging feeling to see a biological relationship to that. But, you know, there it is, part of our history ... We tend to separate ourselves from these things by going like, 'It's just dry history, and it's all over now.'"[311] Later, a representative for Affleck told host Henry Louis Gates Jr. via email that Affleck "was uneasy about the slave owner" and the information was not included in the show's final cut.[312] When this became public knowledge during the 2015 Sony email hacking scandal, Affleck said he had been "embarrassed" by the information.[312]
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 Awards and honors




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Ben Affleck


Affleck gained recognition as a writer when he won the Academy Award and Golden Globe Award for Best Original Screenplay for Good Will Hunting (1997), which he co-wrote with Matt Damon. He received a Golden Globe nomination for his performance in Hollywoodland (2006). He directed and starred in Argo (2012), which won him the Golden Globe Award, BAFTA, and Directors Guild Award for Best Director, and the Golden Globe Award, BAFTA, the Producers Guild Award, and the Academy Award for Best Picture.[313]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ Radloff, Jessica (February 15, 2015). "You Won't Believe Shonda Rhime's Method for Knowing Whether a Story Works"[image: External link]. Glamour. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 2, 2015. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ He is listed as "Benjamin G. Affleckbold"; born on August 15, 1972 in Alameda County according to the State of California. California Birth Index, 1905–1995. Center for Health Statistics, California Department of Health Services, Sacramento, California.


	
^ a b c McCarthy, Kevin (1997). "Cinezine - Frank Discussions With Ben Affleck"[image: External link]. View Askew. Retrieved April 11, 2017.


	
^ Morris, Wesley (September 15, 2010). "With new film, Affleck ties Boston knot tighter"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. Retrieved June 29, 2014.


	
^ "Tidbits, One Ringtailed"[image: External link]. Harvard Magazine. March 1, 2010. Retrieved April 11, 2017.


	
^ a b c d e f g Galloway, Stephen (November 17, 2011). "Confessions of Ben Affleck"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Retrieved January 17, 2013.


	
^ "Christopher Anne Affleck - Events - 20th Anniversary Luminaries"[image: External link]. Breakthrough Greater Boston. Retrieved April 11, 2017.


	
^ a b c d Lidz, Franz (September 10, 2000). "I Bargained With Devil for Fame"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved April 11, 2017.


	
^ a b Weinraub, Bernard (December 1, 1999). "Playboy Interview: Ben Affleck"[image: External link]. Playboy. Retrieved April 11, 2017 – via HighBeam Research.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i Flemming, Michael (January 27, 2014). "Ben Affleck on Argo, His Distaste For Politics and the Batman Backlash"[image: External link]. Playboy. Retrieved June 5, 2014.


	
^ a b Leiby, Richard (May 10, 2002). "The 'Sum' and The Substance"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved April 11, 2017.


	
^ a b Atkinson, Kim (May 15, 2006). "Casey, the Other Affleck"[image: External link]. Boston. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ a b Powell, Alvin (May 11, 2000). "Damon, Affleck rally to living wage cause"[image: External link]. Harvard Gazette. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 13, 2005. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Sorbello, Donna (January 27, 2012). "Father Of The Boston Theatre Scene"[image: External link]. Actors' Equity Association. Retrieved April 11, 2017.


	
^ a b Schneider, Karen (February 21, 2000). "Cover Story: Good Time Hunting – Vol. 53 No. 7"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Shanahan, Mark (March 15, 2017). "Ben Affleck has struggled with alcohol for a long time"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. Retrieved April 11, 2017.


	
^ "Interview: Ben Affleck, actor"[image: External link]. The Scotsman. September 19, 2010. Retrieved April 10, 2017.


	
^ McGinty, Kate (January 5, 2013). "Palm Springs Film Festival: Ben Affleck Spit on Me"[image: External link]. The Desert Sun. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 27, 2014. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ a b Reiter, Amy (November 8, 2000). "Ben Affleck: "I hope Nader can still sleep" "[image: External link]. Salon. p. 6(7), 36–100. Retrieved August 27, 2014.


	
^ Berk, Sheryl (July 2002). "Ben Affleck on stardom, settling down, and working with best buddy Matt Damon". Biography Magazine. pp. 36–100.


	
^ Roberts, Sheila (August 12, 2013). "Casey Affleck Talks Ain't Them Bodies Saints, Working with Rooney Mara, His Relationship with His Brother, I'm Still Here, and More"[image: External link]. Collider. Retrieved April 11, 2017.


	
^ Stern, Marlow (December 2, 2013). "Casey Affleck, Star of ‘Out of the Furnace,’ on His Hollywood Struggles"[image: External link]. The Daily Beast. Retrieved April 11, 2017.


	
^ a b c d Miller, Samantha (December 2, 2002). "Cover Story: Sexiest Man Alive…Ben Affleck – Vol. 58 No. 23"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ a b c d Wallace, Amy (March 7, 1999). "Opportunity Knocked at Every Turn"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Garratt, Sheryl (May 30, 2008). "Casey Affleck's time to shine"[image: External link]. The Telegraph. Retrieved April 11, 2017.


	
^ Booth, William (October 17, 2007). "Bond of Brothers"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved April 11, 2017.


	
^ a b Mitchell, Russ (September 12, 2010). "Ben Affleck: Insecurity, Fear Good Motivators"[image: External link]. CBS News. Retrieved April 11, 2017.


	
^ a b c Sischy, Ingrid (April 16, 2014). "New Again: Ben Affleck"[image: External link]. Interview. Retrieved April 11, 2017.


	
^ a b c Rader, Dotson (October 10, 2007). "Ben Affleck: 'I Have a Strong Sense of Where I Want to Go' "[image: External link]. Parade Magazine. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 11, 2008. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ "Interview With "The Adjustment Bureau" Star Matt Damon"[image: External link]. CNN. March 3, 2011. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ "PrimeTime: The Real Ben Affleck"[image: External link]. ABC News. November 16, 2002. Retrieved August 27, 2014.


	
^ Edwards, Sian (October 29, 2012). "Enter Ben’s World"[image: External link]. Global Citizen. Retrieved April 11, 2017.


	
^ Singh, Ajay (January 15, 2013). "Did Ben Affleck Major in Middle Eastern Studies From Oxy?"[image: External link]. Eagle Rock Patch. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j Riley, Jenelle (December 23, 2010). "Ben Affleck Knows His Way Around the 'Town' "[image: External link]. Backstage. Retrieved August 27, 2014.


	
^ Sherman, Paul (April 8, 2008). "Book excerpt: The "Beanstreets" movies, Part 2"[image: External link]. Big Screen Boston. Retrieved April 11, 2017.


	
^ "Profiles of Ex-Couple Ben Affleck, Jennifer Lopez"[image: External link]. CNN. January 24, 2004. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Davis, Edward (February 18, 2013). "Watch: Ben Affleck’s Directorial Debut ‘I Killed My Lesbian Wife, Ηung Ηer On A Μeathook & Νow I Have A Three-Picture Deal With Disney’ [Short Film]"[image: External link]. IndieWire. Retrieved August 27, 2014.


	
^ "School Ties, Ben Affleck"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. January 14, 2007. Archived from the original on October 8, 2014. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Stern, Marlow (September 24, 2013). "‘Dazed and Confused’ 20th Anniversary: 20 Craziest Facts About the Cult Classic"[image: External link]. The Daily Beast. Retrieved June 29, 2014.


	
^ Stern, Marlow (September 24, 2013). "‘Dazed and Confused’ Director Richard Linklater on Its 20th Anniversary"[image: External link]. The Daily Beast. Retrieved August 27, 2014.


	
^ Spitz, Marc (December 27, 2013). "An Oral History of "Dazed and Confused" "[image: External link]. Maxim. Retrieved August 27, 2014.


	
^ Holden, Stephen (September 27, 1996). "A Major in Parties and a Minor in Art"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved August 27, 2014.


	
^ Maslin, Janet (April 4, 1997). "Chasing Amy (1997)"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Gleiberman, Owen (April 4, 1997). "Movie Review: 'Chasing Amy' (1997)"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ McCarthy, Todd (January 30, 1997). "Review: Going All the Way"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Maslin, Janet (January 27, 1997). "Independent Films Have Their Sundance Night"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved August 27, 2014.


	
^ a b Nanos, Janelle (January 2013). "Good Will Hunting: An Oral History"[image: External link]. Boston Magazine. Retrieved June 5, 2014.


	
^ Shone, Tom (January 5, 2011). "Malick gave Good Will Hunting its Ending"[image: External link]. Blogspot. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Goldman, William (May 2, 2000). "Good Will Hunting: the truth"[image: External link]. The Telegraph. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Maslin, Janet (December 5, 1997). "Good Will Hunting: Logarithms and biorhythms test a young janitor"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Levy, Emanuel (November 30, 1997). "Review: Good Will Hunting"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Carr, Jay (December 25, 1997). "'Will' has its way"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Fennessey, Sean (June 27, 2011). "An Oral History of Transformers Director Michael Bay"[image: External link]. GQ. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ "Armageddon (1998) – Box Office Mojo"[image: External link]. Box Office Mojo. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Merkin, Daphne (July 20, 1998). "The Film File: Armageddon"[image: External link]. The New Yorker. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 5, 2008. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Loewenstein, Lael (December 6, 1998). "Review: ‘Shakespeare in Love’"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Maslin, Janet (December 11, 1998). "Shakespeare in Love (1998)"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Holden, Stephen (January 23, 1998). "Phantoms: A Monster Hungry for Attention"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Maslin, Janet (October 4, 1999). "Dogma: There's Devilment Afoot: 2 Fallen Angels Want Back In"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Gleiberman, Owen (March 26, 1998). "Forces of Nature (1999)"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Leydon, Joe (March 14, 1999). "Review: ‘Forces of Nature’"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ "200 Cigarettes"[image: External link]. Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ a b c d Nashawaty, Chris (September 9, 2010). "Ben Affleck Calls The Shots"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Peretz, Evgenia. "Let's Try It Ben's Way" (October 1999). Vanity Fair. p. 262.


	
^ Mitchell, Elvis (February 25, 2000). "Reindeer Games: Santa Would Surely Be Useful Right Now"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Scott, A.O. (February 18, 2000). "Boiler Room (2000)"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Rainer, Peter (February 28, 2000). "Perfect Pitch"[image: External link]. New York Magazine. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Leydon, Joe (November 6, 2000). "Review: ‘Joseph: King of Dreams’"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved April 8, 2017.


	
^ Holden, Stephen (November 17, 2000). "Bounce (2000)"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Shone, Tom (November 6, 2012). "Ben Affleck talks about his new film, Argo"[image: External link]. The Telegraph. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Scott, A.O. (May 25, 2001). "Pearl Harbor: War Is Hell but Very Pretty"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ McCarthy, Todd (May 23, 2001). "Review:Pearl Harbor"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Mitchell, Elvis (August 24, 2001). "Jay And Silent Bob Strike Back: Hithhiking in a Hurry: What Does That Tell You?"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Cockrell, Eddie (August 28, 2001). "Review: Daddy and Them"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Holden, Stephen (May 31, 2002). "The Sum of all Fears: Terrorism That's All Too Real"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Reuters (December 27, 2010). "Interview: Out on The Town with Ben Affleck"[image: External link]. Emirates 24/7. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Koehler, Robert (April 5, 2002). "Review: ‘Changing Lanes’"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Gallo, Phil (September 11, 2002). "Review: ‘Push, Nevada’"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Connolly, Kelly (October 10, 2002). "Ben Affleck & Matt Damon"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 18, 2009. Retrieved June 4, 2009.


	
^ James, Caryn (September 17, 2002). "Sex in Unison: Just One Quirk Among Many"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Bianco, Robert (September 16, 2002). "Quirky 'Push' is truly a mystery within a mystery"[image: External link]. USA Today. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 8, 2016. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Friedman, Wayne (October 14, 2002). "Cancellation of Push, Nevada miffs marketers"[image: External link]. Advertising Age. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
^ a b Holson, Laura M. (May 27, 2001). "Bidding To Be Moguls Of a Risky Business- Page 2"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved June 29, 2014.


	
^ Petrikin, Chris (July 27, 1998). "Pearl Street taps Kubena"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ a b Holson, Laura (August 5, 2002). "Affleck and Damon Find Real-Life Obstacles to Their Media Venture"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved June 29, 2014.


	
^ Barile, Louise A. (August 21, 2002). "Ben & Matt To Give Second 'Greenlight' "[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved June 9, 2008.


	
^ Fleming, Michael (August 5, 2002). "Planet in Disney pic prod’n orbit"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Fleming, Michael (January 30, 2008). "LivePlanet film unit takes final bow"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ "The Verge: Building a New Ben"[image: External link]. GQ. January 4, 2014. Retrieved June 19, 2014.


	
^ Fischer, Paul (February 3, 2003). "Interview : Ben Affleck – Daredevil"[image: External link]. Moviehole. Retrieved June 29, 2014.


	
^ Downey, Ryan J. (June 24, 2002). "Affleck, Garner Open Up About 'Daredevil' "[image: External link]. MTV. Retrieved April 27, 2009.


	
^ "Ben Affleck Movie Box Office Results"[image: External link]. Box Office Mojo. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 8, 2009. Retrieved April 27, 2009.


	
^ Mitchell, Elvis (February 14, 2003). "Daredevil: Blind Lawyer As Hero In Red"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Dargis, Manohla (August 1, 2003). "Gigli's faults: more than a couple"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Shone, Tom (November 6, 2012). "Ben Affleck talks about his new film, Argo"[image: External link]. The Telegraph. Retrieved June 29, 2014.


	
^ Bradshaw, Peter (January 15, 2004). "Paycheck"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Dargis, Manohla (December 24, 2003). "Director Woo falls down on the job with 'Paycheck' "[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved April 10, 2017.


	
^ Holden, Stephen (March 26, 2004). "How to End a Career: Take a Baby to a News Conference"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Leydon, Joe (March 15, 2004). "Jersey Girl"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Holden, Stephen (October 22, 2004). "You Can't Go Home, or Perhaps You Just Shouldn't"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Silverman, Stephen M. (November 29, 2006). "Ben Affleck: ‘I Would Love’ More Kids"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Masters, Kim (October 27, 2004). "Ben's big fall"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Topel, Fred. "Mike Binder Talks 'Man About Town' "[image: External link]. About Entertainment. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Travers, Peter (September 7, 2006). "Hollywoodland: Review"[image: External link]. Rolling Stone. Retrieved March 10, 2011.


	
^ Macnab, Geoffrey (November 7, 2006). "Come fly with me"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ "HFPA – Awards Search"[image: External link]. Hollywood Foreign Press Association. Retrieved June 10, 2008.


	
^ Bowles, Scott (July 21, 2006). "Inspired moments are too few in Clerks II"[image: External link]. USA Today. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 8, 2015. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Tapley, Kristopher (November 10, 2010). "Interview: ‘The Town’ screenwriter, director and star Ben Affleck"[image: External link]. In Contention. Retrieved June 29, 2014.


	
^ Gonzalez, Umberto (October 6, 2016). "Why Kevin Smith Prefers Ben Affleck's Batman to 'Mr. Mom' Michael Keaton's"[image: External link]. TheWrap. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Stern, Marlow (September 9, 2014). "Kevin Smith's Marijuanaissance: On 'Tusk,' 'Falling Out' with Ben Affleck, and 20 Years of 'Clerks' "[image: External link]. The Daily Beast. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
^ Archerd, Army (May 1, 2003). "Lopez flies to Affleck during ‘Life’ breaks"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ "Interviews: Ben Affleck Talks Paycheck"[image: External link]. ComingSoon. December 15, 2003. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ "Gone Baby Gone (2007)"[image: External link]. Rotten Tomatoes. Archived from the original[image: External link] on August 17, 2015. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Dargis, Manohla (October 19, 2007). "Human Frailty and Pain on Boston's Mean Streets"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Farber, Stephen (September 4, 2007). "Gone Baby Gone"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Stein, Ruthe (October 5, 2007). "Ben Affleck behind the camera in 'Gone Baby Gone' "[image: External link]. San Francisco Chronicle. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Glieberman, Owen (February 4, 2009). "He's Just Not That Into You"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Burr, Ty (February 6, 2009). "Love and star power mingle in 'He's Just Not That Into You' "[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Morris, Wesley (April 17, 2009). "'State of Play' chases juicy story and lionizes print reporters"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Edelstein, David (April 17, 2009). "State of Play"[image: External link]. New York Magazine. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Lemire, Christy (August 31, 2009). "Review: 'Extract' tastes too bland"[image: External link]. Salon. Retrieved December 28, 2009.


	
^ Travers, Peter (September 3, 2009). "Extract"[image: External link]. Rolling Stone. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Dargis, Manohla (September 3, 2009). "Working in the Salt Mines: The Boss's View"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ "Affleck: When 'Company Men' Lose A Firm Footing"[image: External link]. NPR. December 21, 2010. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Denby, David (December 20, 2010). "Roundup"[image: External link]. The New Yorker. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Corliss, Richard (January 22, 2011). "The Company Men: You're Hired!"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Scott, A.O. (September 16, 2010). "Bunker Hill to Fenway: A Crook's Freedom Trail"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Ebert, Roger (September 15, 2010). "The Town"[image: External link]. Chicago Sun-Times. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Finke, Nikki (September 19, 2010). "Ben Affleck's 'The Town' Surprises For #1; 'Easy A' #2, 'Devil' #3, 'Alpha & Omega' #5"[image: External link]. Deadline. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ McNary, Dave (February 17, 2010). "Affleck, Damon in talks with Warner Bros."[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Lane, Anthony (October 15, 2012). "Film Within a Film"[image: External link]. The New Yorker. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Travers, Peter (October 11, 2012). "Argo"[image: External link]. Rolling Stone. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ McClintock, Pamela (November 2, 2013). "Box Office Milestone: Ben Affleck's 'Argo' Hitting $200 Million Worldwide"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Thompson, Anne (January 27, 2013). "SAG Awards: With Critics Choice, Globes, PGA and SAG Wins, 'Argo' Now Challenges 'Lincoln' "[image: External link]. IndieWire. Retrieved February 11, 2013.


	
^ Feinberg, Scott (January 16, 2013). "How to Fix Oscar's Baffling Snub of Ben Affleck (Analysis)"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Lyttelton, Oliver (January 6, 2011). "How Do You Like That? Terrence Malick Gave Ben Affleck & Matt Damon Notes On ‘Good Will Hunting’"[image: External link]. IndieWire. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Bradshaw, Peter (February 21, 2013). "To the Wonder"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Brody, Richard (April 10, 2013). "The Cinematic Miracle of 'To The Wonder' "[image: External link]. The New Yorker. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Hornaday, Ann (October 3, 2013). "Runner Runner review: Talented cast, director deal a weak hand"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Barker, Andrew (September 25, 2013). "Film Review: Runner Runner"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Sharkey, Betsy (October 3, 2013). "'Runner Runner' runs hot, cold with Ben Affleck, Justin Timberlake"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ Cappadona, Bryanna (May 16, 2013). "Watch Ben Affleck's Top Sketches from 'Saturday Night Live' "[image: External link]. Boston Magazine. Retrieved April 16, 2017.


	
^ Pierce, Nev (September 27, 2014). "David Fincher on Gone Girl: ‘Bad things happen in this movie…’"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Joanna Robinson (September 18, 2014). "Gone Girl Director David Fincher Cast Ben Affleck After Googling His Nervous Smile"[image: External link]. Vanity Fair. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Edelstein, David (October 1, 2014). "David Fincher Puts Ben Affleck's Evasiveness to Good Use in Gone Girl"[image: External link]. New York Magazine. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Chang, Justin (September 21, 2014). "Film Review: ‘Gone Girl’"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved October 7, 2014.


	
^ Thompson, Anne (October 12, 2015). "The Unsinkable Effie Brown Makes HBO's ‘Project Greenlight’ a Must-See: "I’m not his favorite person" "[image: External link]. IndieWire. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Lane, Anthony (April 4, 2016). "In “Batman v Superman,” Nobody Wins"[image: External link]. The New Yorker. Retrieved April 16, 2017.


	
^ Itzkoff, Dave (March 14, 2016). "Ben Affleck’s ‘Broken’ Batman"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved April 16, 2017.


	
^ McDonald, Soraya Nadia (July 12, 2015). "Paging hair and makeup! Ben Affleck makes his first public appearance since splitting with Jennifer Garner — at Comic-Con"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Barker, Andrew (March 22, 2016). "Film Review: ‘Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice’"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Truitt, Brian (March 22, 2016). "Review: New heroes shine in 'Batman v Superman' "[image: External link]. USA Today. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Lincoln, Kevin (October 16, 2016). "The Accountant Is a Hit, and Ben Affleck Is Truly a Movie Star Again"[image: External link]. New York Magazine. Retrieved March 18, 2017.


	
^ Debruge, Peter (October 12, 2016). "Film Review: ‘The Accountant’"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Holden, Stephen (October 13, 2016). "Review: In ‘The Accountant,’ Ben Affleck Plays a Savant With a Dark Secret"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Lincoln, Ross A. (June 18, 2016). "Warner Bros Pushes ‘Lego Movie 2’ Release To 2019"[image: External link]. Deadline. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ McClintock, Pamela (January 14, 2017). "Box Office: Why Ben Affleck's 'Live by Night' and Martin Scorsese's 'Silence' Fared So Poorly"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Sims, David (January 13, 2017). "'Live by Night' Is Too Epic for Its Own Good"[image: External link]. The Atlantic. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Owen, Paul (October 8, 2016). "Matt Damon and Ben Affleck surprise fans with Good Will Hunting reading"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Retrieved April 16, 2017.


	
^ McNary, Dave (June 21, 2016). "‘Justice League’: New Details Emerge About DC’s Superhero Movie"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Jagernauth, Kevin (March 15, 2017). "'The Batman' Likely Won't Start Filming Until 2018"[image: External link]. IndieWire. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Kroll, Justin (January 30, 2017). "Ben Affleck Will Not Direct ‘The Batman’ (EXCLUSIVE)"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved January 30, 2017.


	
^ Fleming Jr, Mike (April 5, 2016). "Aaron Stockard To Adapt Nathaniel Philbrick Revolutionary War Tale ‘Bunker Hill’ For Pearl Street's Affleck & Damon"[image: External link]. Deadline. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ McNary, Dave (April 5, 2016). "Aaron Stockard Set to Write Ben Affleck's ‘Bunker Hill’ Movie"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ McNary, Dave (August 19, 2016). "Ben Affleck Directing, Starring in ‘Witness for the Prosecution’ Remake"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved April 12, 2017.


	
^ Lerner, George (March 23, 2010). "Ben Affleck Launches Aid Group for Eastern Congo"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved August 31, 2010.


	
^ Parker, Paige (Fall 2015). "Just Ask Whitney"[image: External link]. Montanan. Retrieved April 13, 2017.


	
^ Lerner, George (March 23, 2010). "Ben Affleck launches initiative for Congo aid"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ "CBO Success Story Details"[image: External link]. Eastern Congo Initiative. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Brancaccio, David (December 8, 2014). "Ben Affleck on sustainable aid in the Eastern Congo"[image: External link]. Marketplace. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
^ "Ben Affleck Launches Initiative to Support Local Solutions in Eastern Congo"[image: External link]. PR Newswire. March 23, 2010. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Affleck, Ben (November 30, 2010). "Ben Affleck: How the United States can help secure Congo"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Affleck, Ben (November 29, 2012). "Ben Affleck: Congo urgently needs U.S. help"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Affleck, Ben; Shah, Rajiv (June 13, 2012). "Opinion: Ending child mortality"[image: External link]. Politico. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Affleck, Ben (March 14, 2012). "Kony 2012: Westerners Are Not And Will Never Be The 'Saviors' Of Africa"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Chi, Paul. (February 16, 2009) Ben Affleck Urges Hope in Eastern Congo - Good Deeds, Ben Affleck[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved on June 5, 2014.


	
^ Tanabe, Karin (November 30, 2010). "Ben Affleck, John Kerry join forces"[image: External link]. Politico. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 23, 2011. Retrieved April 13, 2017.


	
^ "In Conversation With Ben Affleck and Laurene Powell Jobs"[image: External link]. Global Philanthropy Forum's YouTube. October 24, 2012. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Kelly, Maura (September 26, 2016). "Ben Affleck, Bono, and Sting Help Bill Clinton Convene Final Clinton Global Initiative."[image: External link]. The Huffington Post. Retrieved April 13, 2017.


	
^ Gavin, Patrick (March 7, 2011). "Congo crisis pairs Ben Affleck, Cindy McCain"[image: External link]. Politico. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 11, 2011. Retrieved April 13, 2017.


	
^ Horn, John (December 19, 2012). "Ben Affleck testifies in Congress about war-torn Congo"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Cassata, Donna (February 26, 2014). "Affleck casts spotlight on situation in Congo"[image: External link]. Associated Press. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Warren, James (March 26, 2015). "Ben Affleck, Bill Gates nonprofits praised at Senate hearing"[image: External link]. New York Daily News. Retrieved April 13, 2017.


	
^ a b Fields-Meyer, Thomas (July 30, 2011). "A Friend in Need"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ a b "Larry King Live: Interview With Ben Affleck"[image: External link]. CNN. March 16, 2004. Retrieved April 13, 2017.


	
^ Shultz, Cara Lynn (June 25, 2010). "Ben Affleck & Jennifer Garner's Happy Marriage - Slide 3"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved April 13, 2017.


	
^ "Ben Affleck Heads Back To School To Honor Graduate"[image: External link]. Access Hollywood. June 1, 2007. Retrieved April 13, 2017.


	
^ "Joe Kindregan On His Heartwarming Friendship With Ben Affleck Over The Years"[image: External link]. Access Hollywood. February 4, 2013. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ "Ben, Jennifer and Joe"[image: External link]. A-T Children's Project. 2013. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ "Meet Jenni Gold – Director of Cinemability"[image: External link]. Jason's Connection. July 20, 2014. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 8, 2016. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Silverman, Stephen (December 23, 2003). "Affleck Follows Fleet to Persian Gulf"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Cullen, Cherie (January 14, 2017). "Ben Affleck visit (14 Jan. 2017)"[image: External link]. USO Europe's Facebook. Retrieved April 13, 2017.


	
^ Carnevale, Mary Lu (August 27, 2008). "Ben Affleck: Poker Champ in Denver"[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ "Ben Affleck Supports Paralyzed Veterans"[image: External link]. Paralyzed Veterans of America's YouTube. October 8, 2009. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ "Ben Affleck, Award-Winning Director, Producer and Actor, Joins Paralyzed Veterans of America in Helping to Support and Honor Our Nation's Injured Veterans"[image: External link]. Marketwired. May 20, 2014. Retrieved April 13, 2017.


	
^ "Ben Affleck Joins Volunteers at Holiday Drive Kick-Off"[image: External link]. Operation Gratitude. November 13, 2007. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Foster, Sharon (December 18, 2008). "Affleck, Other Celebrities Help Volunteers Assemble Care Packages"[image: External link]. American Forces Press Service[image: External link]. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Fee, Gayle (September 1, 2010). "Ben Affleck On Acting and Activism"[image: External link]. Boston Common. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
^ Fee, Gayle (June 4, 2007). "Ben serves up helping hand for Hub food bank"[image: External link]. Boston Herald. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 7, 2007. Retrieved April 13, 2017.


	
^ Davidson, Joanne (August 28, 2008). "Help Feed America"[image: External link]. The Denver Post. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Parnes, Amie (January 19, 2009). "A little concert sponsored by Feeding America"[image: External link]. Politico. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Donnelly, Matt (November 18, 2010). "Matt Damon, Ben Affleck reunite for Feeding America"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ McNary, Dave (January 14, 2015). "Ben Affleck Honored by Writers Guild With Valentine Davies Award"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
^ Affleck, Ben; Buffett, Howard Graham (March 31, 2011). "Hometown Hunger USA"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ a b O'Reilly, Bill (July 28, 2004). "Ben Affleck Talks Politics"[image: External link]. Fox News. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Reiter, Amy (November 8, 2000). "Ben Affleck: "I hope Nader can still sleep" "[image: External link]. Salon. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Colin, Chris (June 4, 2002). "Welcome to the occupation"[image: External link]. Salon. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Ingrassia, Lisa (April 30, 2004). "New D.C. Duo: Ben Affleck and Ted Kennedy"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
^ Krasner, Jeffrey (October 17, 2007). "Affleck backs efforts to organize Boston teaching hospital workers"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ "Ben on Strike: 'Every Day is a Shame' "[image: External link]. Extra TV. January 16, 2008. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ a b Gensler, Howard (October 17, 2003). "Ben the 'Patriot' can't fathom 'girlfriend' attention"[image: External link]. Philadelphia Daily News. Archived from the original[image: External link] on August 19, 2014. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
^ Hulse, Carl (July 26, 2004). "Ben Affleck Plays Himself at Convention"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
^ Maxwell, Scott (July 27, 2004). "Ben Affleck's Message On Taxes: Don't Give Me A Break"[image: External link]. Orlando Sentinel. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Affleck, Ben [BenAffleck] (October 26, 2012). "I'm joining Meryl Streep & Amy Poehler to put the gov't on notice: @ReproRights are fundamental"[image: External link] (Tweet). Retrieved October 8, 2014 – via Twitter.


	
^ Van Pileup, Minnie (July 28, 2004). Quotable Queer[image: External link]. Fair Winds Press. ISBN  9781610593724[image: External link]. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Grieve, Tim (July 29, 2004). "Hollywood celebs speak out in Boston"[image: External link]. Salon. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ Finzel, Ben (February 25, 2005). "GLAAD launches celebrity ad campaign"[image: External link]. Q-Notes. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
^ "Ben Affleck & his cousin Jason"[image: External link]. PFLAG. Archived[image: External link] from the original on September 27, 2007. Retrieved September 22, 2007.

















	
219. ^ Alexander, Bryan (November 12, 2007). "Ben Affleck, Reese Witherspoon Debut Political Ads"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
220. ^ "Ben Affleck Soars to Sexy"[image: External link]. People Magazine. April 26, 2004. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
221. ^ Akers, Mary Ann (January 21, 2009). "The Sleuth – Grande Finale of Inauguralpalooza: God, Gays and Gaza"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
222. ^ Clemons, Steve (January 28, 2009). "David Corn, Policy, DC Parties, and Me"[image: External link]. The Washington Note. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
223. ^ Barbaro, Michael (May 6, 2009). "The Curious Friendship of Weiner and Affleck"[image: External link]. New York Times. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
224. ^ "HBO: Real Time with Bill Maher: Ep 137 : Synopsis"[image: External link]. HBO[image: External link]. October 17, 2008. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
225. ^ Ali, Wajahat (October 22, 2008). "Powell's remarks rebut the idea of Muslims as political kryptonite"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
226. ^ Affleck, Ben [BenAffleck] (July 19, 2012). "Great to see leadership like this. Thank you @SenJohnMcCain"[image: External link] (Tweet). Retrieved October 8, 2014 – via Twitter.


	
227. ^ Wong, Scott (July 18, 2012). "John McCain blasts ‘unjust’ attacks on Huma Abedin"[image: External link]. Politico. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
228. ^ "Affleck and Maher debate radical Islam"[image: External link]. HBO. October 3, 2014. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
229. ^ a b Palmer, Martyn (January 1, 2017). "Ben Affleck: ‘My wildest dreams have come true, but at a price’"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
230. ^ Lipworth, Elaine (May 20, 2008). "Now Ben Affleck has something to shout about"[image: External link]. The Mail on Sunday. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
231. ^ a b "Angelenos Invited to Public Inauguration Celebrations"[image: External link]. NBC. July 17, 2009. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
232. ^ Stockton Rhone, Paysha (July 23, 2007). "VIDEO: Ben Affleck Stars in ‘Corny’ Environmental Ad"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
233. ^ a b c "'Hardball with Chris Matthews' for June 7"[image: External link]. MSNBC. June 7, 2007. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
234. ^ Yee, Laurence (September 7, 2016). "‘Justice League’ Cast Supports Dakota Access Pipeline Opposition"[image: External link]. Variety. Retrieved March 20, 2017.


	
235. ^ Simpson, Monique (November 1, 2000). "Gore rallies supporters in Westwood"[image: External link]. Daily Bruin. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 22, 2017. Retrieved June 9, 2008.


	
236. ^ Assad, Matt (November 6, 2000). "Stars Shine In Bethlehem At Election Rally For Gore Road Show For Dems Features Martin Sheen, Ben Affleck, Rob Reiner"[image: External link]. The Morning Call. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
237. ^ "Gore and exhausted team stay up late, sweating it out"[image: External link]. The Washington Times. November 8, 2000. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
238. ^ a b Leiby, Richard (May 30, 2002). "The 'Sum' and The Substance"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
239. ^ Rosin, Hanna (July 28, 2004). "From Beantown to Bentown"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
240. ^ Noonan, Peggy (July 30, 2004). "Speaking for Kerry"[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
241. ^ "It's 'All in the Family!' "[image: External link]. PR Newswire. July 23, 2004. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
242. ^ "MPR: Kerry defines himself as a soldier, father and man of values"[image: External link]. Associated Press. July 29, 2004. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
243. ^ Thomson, Katherine (March 28, 2008). "Fundrace: What Celebrities Gave Candidates In 2007"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
244. ^ Beggy, Carol; Shanahan, Mark (March 17, 2008). "Affleck, Garner create their own political party"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
245. ^ Kay, Julie (August 3, 2008). "The Afflecks & Damons: Baby Bumps for Obama"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
246. ^ Marre, Klaus (March 13, 2008). "MoveOn launches video contest to help Obama"[image: External link]. The Hill. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
247. ^ Hebert, Melissa (August 25, 2008). "Ben Affleck heading to Denver"[image: External link]. The Plain Dealer. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
248. ^ Ryan, Maureen (November 2, 2008). "McCain stops by 'Saturday Night Live' "[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. Retrieved April 30, 2017.


	
249. ^ Ballasy, Nicholas (October 11, 2012). "Affleck: Romney had 'amazing' debate performance"[image: External link]. The Daily Caller. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
250. ^ Grove, Lloyd (November 9, 2000). "The Reliable Source"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
251. ^ Pickler, Nedra (January 6, 2007). "Memoir blasts Kerry's 2004 campaign"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
252. ^ Jakes, Lara (October 29, 2000). "Clinton, Lazio embark upstate for a final dash"[image: External link]. Times Union. Retrieved March 27, 2015.


	
253. ^ Kamisar, Ben (July 16, 2015). "Hollywood stars shell out for Hillary"[image: External link]. The Hill. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
254. ^ Schilling, Dave (October 28, 2016). "Vote Hollywood: ranking this presidential election's celebrity PSAs"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Retrieved December 22, 2016.


	
255. ^ "Elite Bundlers Raise More Than $113 Million for Hillary Clinton"[image: External link]. Fortune. September 24, 2016. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
256. ^ "Top Individual Contributors: Hard Money, by Individual"[image: External link]. Center for Responsive Politics. 2016. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
257. ^ a b c d "Donor Lookup"[image: External link]. Center for Responsive Politics. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
258. ^ Silverman, Stephen (September 4, 2002). "Political Roles for Damon and Affleck"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
259. ^ Lemire, Christy (July 28, 2004). "Affleck plugs his latest project: getting Kerry elected"[image: External link]. Chicago Sun-Times. Retrieved April 30, 2017 – via HighBeam Research.


	
260. ^ "Jen & Ben Get Political"[image: External link]. People Magazine. December 26, 2005. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
261. ^ Cramer, Ruby (August 23, 2013). "Cory Booker Is The Only One Excited About Ben Affleck Playing Batman — Maybe Because He's A Donor"[image: External link]. BuzzFeed. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
262. ^ Daniela, Altimari (November 4, 2006). "Affleck: Star Adds His Clout To Courtney, Murphy Campaigns"[image: External link]. Hartford Courant. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
263. ^ Toeplitz, Shira (September 6, 2012). "After Two Losses, Pennsylvania's Patrick Murphy Waits in the Wings"[image: External link]. Roll Call. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
264. ^ Daunt, Tina (May 22, 2012). "Ben Affleck-Hosted Fundraiser for Elizabeth Warren Draws Big Stars, Big Bucks"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
265. ^ Zakarin, Jordan (November 4, 2012). "Ben Affleck Stars in Spot for Hometown Senate Candidate Elizabeth Warren"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
266. ^ Daunt, Tina (August 27, 2013). "Matt Damon, Ben Affleck to Co-Host Cory Booker Fundraiser (Exclusive)"[image: External link]. The Hollywood Reporter. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
267. ^ Jaffe, Alexandra (October 29, 2013). "Hollywood A-list gangs up on McConnell"[image: External link]. The Hill. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
268. ^ Kurtz, Judy (August 13, 2014). "Hollywood pumps cash to save Senate majority for Democrats"[image: External link]. The Hill. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
269. ^ Hornaday, Ann (September 15, 2010). "'The Town,' 'Casino Jack' and 'Client 9' take the stage at Toronto Film Festival"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
270. ^ Argetsinger, Amy (September 27, 2005). "Picture This: Ben Affleck, Senator From Va."[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
271. ^ "Virginia Democrats Want Ben Affleck for Senator"[image: External link]. CNN. September 27, 2005. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
272. ^ Grove, Lloyd (December 21, 2012). "Ben Affleck for Senate? Actor Could Be Formidable Massachusetts Candidate"[image: External link]. The Daily Beast. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
273. ^ Zapler, Mike (December 24, 2012). "Affleck passes on Senate run"[image: External link]. Politico. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
274. ^ Gross, Terry (January 15, 2013). "Affleck On 'Argo' And The 1979 Hostage Crisis"[image: External link]. NPR. Retrieved October 8, 2014.


	
275. ^ a b Donnelly, Matt (January 14, 2015). "5 Gwyneth Paltrow Revelations From Howard Stern Interview: 'Iron Man's' Missing Script, Brad Pitt, Ben Affleck Breakups"[image: External link]. The Wrap. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
276. ^ Lidz, Frank (September 10, 2000). "Ben Affleck Shocker: I Bargained With Devil for Fame"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
277. ^ "Gwyneth Talks Sex, Exes"[image: External link]. ABC News. January 6, 2006. Retrieved April 14, 2017.


	
278. ^ Goldstein, Patrick (October 14, 2007). "Ben Affleck's roller coaster takes a new turn"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved March 17, 2015.


	
279. ^ Dam, Julie (November 18, 2002). "Jewels of Engagement – Vol. 58 No. 21"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved April 14, 2017.


	
280. ^ Robinson, Lisa (August 4, 2011). "Jenny Back on the Block"[image: External link]. Vanity Fair. Retrieved April 14, 2017.


	
281. ^ Silverman, Stephen (November 11, 2002). "Ben’s Proposal ‘Beautiful,’ Says Lopez"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved April 14, 2017.


	
282. ^ Armstrong, Mark (September 10, 2003). "Lopez, Affleck Postpone Weekend Wedding"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved April 14, 2017.


	
283. ^ Dagostino, Mark (March 9, 2004). "Affleck on ‘Good Terms’ with Lopez"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved April 14, 2017.


	
284. ^ "Jennifer Lopez Reflects on Relationship with Ben Affleck"[image: External link]. Extra TV. March 25, 2016. Retrieved April 14, 2017.


	
285. ^ Taylor, Derrick Bryson (November 6, 2014). "J.Lo: Dating Marc Anthony was how I dealt with Ben Affleck split"[image: External link]. New York Post. Retrieved April 14, 2017.


	
286. ^ Fleeman, Mike (October 10, 2012). "Jennifer Lopez Still Gets Emails from Ben Affleck"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved April 14, 2017.


	
287. ^ "Ben Affleck and Jennifer Garner Engaged"[image: External link]. People Magazine. April 19, 2005. Retrieved April 14, 2017.


	
288. ^ "Scoop – Vol. 62 No. 13"[image: External link]. People Magazine. September 27, 2004. Retrieved April 14, 2017.


	
289. ^ "Under the Radar"[image: External link]. People Magazine. July 7, 2005. Retrieved April 14, 2017.


	
290. ^ Smith, Krista (February 26, 2016). "Exclusive: Jennifer Garner’s Frank Talk About Kids, Men, and Ben Affleck"[image: External link]. Vanity Fair. Retrieved April 14, 2017.


	
291. ^ "Ben & Jen's Baby Violet Settles In"[image: External link]. People Magazine. December 8, 2005. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 3, 2016. Retrieved March 17, 2017.


	
292. ^ Jordan, Julie (January 13, 2009). "Jennifer Garner and Ben Affleck Reveal Baby's Name"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved October 16, 2011.


	
293. ^ "Jennifer Garner and Ben Affleck Welcome Third Child"[image: External link]. People Magazine. February 29, 2012. Retrieved February 28, 2012.


	
294. ^ Tauber, Michelle; Leonard, Elizabeth (June 30, 2015). "Ben Affleck and Jennifer Garner Divorcing After 10 Years of Marriage"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved June 30, 2015.


	
295. ^ Russian, Ale (April 13, 2017). "Jennifer Garner Officially Files for Divorce from Ben Affleck"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved April 13, 2017.


	
296. ^ Stein, Joel (October 15, 2012). "Ben Affleck Directs One of the Year's Best Films"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved June 29, 2014.


	
297. ^ McGee, Celia (December 18, 2003). "Wild about Jen; Ben Opens Up to our Celia McGee"[image: External link]. New York Daily News. Retrieved September 13, 2010.


	
298. ^ Affleck, Ben (August 2008). "Books That Made a Difference to Ben Affleck"[image: External link]. O, The Oprah Magazine. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
299. ^ Thompson, Bob (March 8, 2016). "Jennifer Garner on her latest emotional role and keeping it professional as a mom, on and offscreen"[image: External link]. National Post. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
300. ^ Guglielmi, Jodi (September 14, 2015). "Jennifer Garner and Ben Affleck Spend Family Day Together on Sunday"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
301. ^ Guglielmi, Jodi (March 28, 2016). "Ben Affleck and Jennifer Garner Celebrate Easter Together as a Family with Easter Egg Hunt"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
302. ^ Mansfield, Stephanie (June 26, 1998). "Thank God for unanswered prayers"[image: External link]. USA Weekend. Retrieved April 30, 2017.


	
303. ^ "Ben Affleck Enters Rehab"[image: External link]. BBC News. August 6, 2001. Retrieved March 31, 2010.


	
304. ^ Miller, Julie (March 14, 2017). "Ben Affleck Reveals He Recently Completed Treatment for Alcohol Addiction"[image: External link]. Vanity Fair. Retrieved April 14, 2017.


	
305. ^ "Ben Affleck confirms 'treatment for alcohol addiction' "[image: External link]. ABC News. Retrieved March 18, 2017. A source close to Affleck confirms he physically went to rehab, not an outpatient program.


	
306. ^ Guglielmi, Jodi (March 14, 2017). "Ben Affleck Reveals He Completed Rehab for Alcohol Addiction"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved April 14, 2017.


	
307. ^ Macura, Rene (June 22, 2004). "Ben Affleck wins $356,400 at poker"[image: External link]. USA Today. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 17, 2008. Retrieved June 10, 2008.


	
308. ^ Leon, Anya (May 3, 2014). "Ben Affleck Banned from Blackjack at Hard Rock After Counting Cards"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
309. ^ Dunn, Jancee (April 1, 2004). "Ben Affleck's Hollywood Ending"[image: External link]. Rolling Stone. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
310. ^ Robbins, Stephanie (September 18, 2014). "Ben Affleck Discusses Gambling Rumors in Details"[image: External link]. People Magazine. Retrieved April 16, 2017.


	
311. ^ Bluestone, Gabrielle. "This Is the Interview About His Ancestor Ben Affleck Tried to Suppress"[image: External link]. Gawker. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 10, 2016. Retrieved May 10, 2016.


	
312. ^ a b "Ben Affleck reveals the name of his slave-owning ancestor"[image: External link]. BBC News. April 23, 2015. Retrieved April 15, 2017.


	
313. ^ "Ben Affleck: Welcome Back to Oscar town"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. September 21, 2010. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 25, 2010. Retrieved April 15, 2017.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
Ben Affleck[image: External link] on Facebook


	
Ben Affleck[image: External link] on Internet Movie Database


	
Ben Affleck[image: External link] at Box Office Mojo


	
Ben Affleck[image: External link] at AllMovie






Categories[image: External link]:

	Ben Affleck[image: External link]

	1972 births[image: External link]

	20th-century American male actors[image: External link]

	21st-century American male actors[image: External link]

	21st-century American writers[image: External link]

	21st-century male writers[image: External link]

	Activists from California[image: External link]

	American activists[image: External link]

	American film directors[image: External link]

	American film producers[image: External link]

	American humanitarians[image: External link]

	American male child actors[image: External link]

	American male film actors[image: External link]

	American male television actors[image: External link]

	American male writers[image: External link]

	American people of English descent[image: External link]

	American people of German descent[image: External link]

	American people of Irish descent[image: External link]

	American people of Scottish descent[image: External link]

	American people of Swedish descent[image: External link]

	American poker players[image: External link]

	American political activists[image: External link]

	American male screenwriters[image: External link]

	American television producers[image: External link]

	Best Director BAFTA Award winners[image: External link]

	Best Director Golden Globe winners[image: External link]

	Best Original Screenplay Academy Award winners[image: External link]

	Best Screenplay Golden Globe winners[image: External link]

	Directors Guild of America Award winners[image: External link]

	English-language film directors[image: External link]

	Film directors from California[image: External link]

	Film directors from Massachusetts[image: External link]

	Film producers from California[image: External link]

	Golden Globe Award-winning producers[image: External link]

	LGBT rights activists from the United States[image: External link]

	Critics of Islamophobia[image: External link]

	Living people[image: External link]

	Male actors from Berkeley, California[image: External link]

	Male actors from Boston[image: External link]

	Male actors from Cambridge, Massachusetts[image: External link]

	Male actors of German descent[image: External link]

	Massachusetts Democrats[image: External link]

	Occidental College alumni[image: External link]

	Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture Screen Actors Guild Award winners[image: External link]

	People from Greater Boston[image: External link]

	Producers who won the Best Picture Academy Award[image: External link]

	University of Vermont alumni[image: External link]

	Volpi Cup winners[image: External link]

	Writers from Massachusetts[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 6 June 2017, at 23:20.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Ben Affleck: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ben_Affleck [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Ben_Affleck [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 Geography

	3 Demographics

	4 Transportation

	5 Economy

	6 Places

	7 Parks and recreation

	8 Arts and culture

	9 Education

	10 Government

	11 Notable people

	12 Sister cities

	13 References

	14 Further reading

	15 External links





Berkeley, California






Berkeley (/'be:rkli: /[image: External link] BURK -lee[image: External link]) is a city on the east shore of San Francisco Bay[image: External link] in northern Alameda County[image: External link], California[image: External link]. It is named after the 18th-century Anglo-Irish[image: External link] bishop and philosopher George Berkeley[image: External link]. It borders the cities of Oakland[image: External link] and Emeryville[image: External link] to the south and the city of Albany[image: External link] and the unincorporated community[image: External link] of Kensington[image: External link] to the north. Its eastern border with Contra Costa County[image: External link] generally follows the ridge of the Berkeley Hills[image: External link]. The 2010 census recorded a population of 112,580.

Berkeley is home to the oldest campus in the University of California[image: External link] system, the University of California, Berkeley[image: External link], and to the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory[image: External link], which is managed and operated by the University. It also has the Graduate Theological Union[image: External link], one of the largest religious studies institutions in the world. It is one of the most politically liberal cities in the United States.
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 History
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 Early history




The site of today's City of Berkeley was the territory of the Chochenyo/Huchiun band of the Ohlone[image: External link] people when the first Europeans arrived.[11] Evidence of their existence in the area include pits in rock formations, which they used to grind acorns, and a shellmound[image: External link], now mostly leveled and covered up, along the shoreline of San Francisco Bay[image: External link] at the mouth of Strawberry Creek[image: External link]. Other artifacts were discovered in the 1950s in the downtown area[image: External link] during remodeling of a commercial building, near the upper course of the creek.

The first people of European descent (most of whom were born in America, and many of whom were of mixed ancestry) arrived with the De Anza Expedition[image: External link] in 1776.[12] Today, this is noted by signage on Interstate 80[image: External link], which runs along the San Francisco Bay shoreline of Berkeley. The De Anza Expedition led to establishment of the Spanish Presidio of San Francisco[image: External link] at the entrance to San Francisco Bay (the Golden Gate[image: External link]), which is due west of Berkeley. Luis Peralta[image: External link] was among the soldiers at the Presidio. For his services to the King of Spain[image: External link], he was granted a vast stretch of land on the east shore of San Francisco Bay (the contra costa, "opposite shore") for a ranch, including that portion that now comprises the City of Berkeley.

Luis Peralta named his holding "Rancho San Antonio[image: External link]". The primary activity of the ranch was raising cattle for meat and hides, but hunting and farming were also pursued. Eventually, Peralta gave portions of the ranch to each of his four sons. What is now Berkeley lies mostly in the portion that went to Peralta's son Domingo[image: External link], with a little in the portion that went to another son, Vicente. No artifact survives of the Domingo or Vicente ranches, but their names survive in Berkeley street names (Vicente, Domingo, and Peralta). However, legal title to all land in the City of Berkeley remains based on the original Peralta land grant.

The Peraltas' Rancho San Antonio continued after Alta California[image: External link] passed from Spanish to Mexican sovereignty after the Mexican War of Independence[image: External link]. However, the advent of U.S. sovereignty after the Mexican–American War[image: External link], and especially, the Gold Rush[image: External link], saw the Peraltas' lands quickly encroached on by squatters[image: External link] and diminished by dubious legal proceedings. The lands of the brothers Domingo and Vicente were quickly reduced to reservations close to their respective ranch homes. The rest of the land was surveyed and parceled out to various American claimants (See Kellersberger's Map[image: External link]).

Politically, the area that became Berkeley was initially part of a vast Contra Costa County[image: External link]. On March 25, 1853, Alameda County was created from a division within Contra Costa County, as well as from a small portion of Santa Clara County[image: External link].

The area of Berkeley was at this period mostly a mix of open land, farms and ranches, with a small though busy wharf by the bay. It was not yet "Berkeley", but merely the northern part of the "Oakland Township" subdivision of Alameda County.
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 Late 19th century




In 1866, Oakland's private College of California[image: External link] looked for a new site. It settled on a location north of Oakland along the foot of the Contra Costa Range[image: External link] (later called the Berkeley Hills) astride Strawberry Creek[image: External link], at an elevation about 500 feet (150 m) above the bay, commanding a view of the Bay Area and the Pacific Ocean through the Golden Gate[image: External link].

According to the Centennial Record of the University of California, "In 1866…at Founders' Rock[image: External link], a group of College of California men watched two ships standing out to sea through the Golden Gate[image: External link]. One of them, Frederick Billings[image: External link], thought of the lines of the Anglo-Irish Anglican Bishop George Berkeley[image: External link], 'westward the course of empire takes its way,' and suggested that the town and college site be named for the eighteenth-century Anglo-Irish philosopher."[13] Although the philosopher's name is pronounced "bark-lee", the pronunciation of the city's name has evolved to suit American English[image: External link] as "burk-lee".[14]

The College of California's College Homestead Association planned to raise funds for the new campus by selling off adjacent parcels of land. To this end, they laid out a plat and street grid that became the basis of Berkeley's modern street plan. Their plans fell far short of their desires, and they began a collaboration with the State of California that culminated in 1868 with the creation of the public University of California[image: External link].

As construction began on the new site, more residences were constructed in the vicinity of the new campus. At the same time, a settlement of residences, saloons, and various industries grew around the wharf area called "Ocean View[image: External link]". A horsecar[image: External link] ran from Temescal[image: External link] in Oakland to the university campus along what is now Telegraph Avenue[image: External link]. The first post office opened in 1872.[15]

By the 1870s, the Transcontinental Railroad[image: External link] reached its terminus in Oakland. In 1876, a branch line of the Central Pacific Railroad[image: External link], the Berkeley Branch Railroad[image: External link], was laid from a junction with the mainline called Shellmound (now a part of Emeryville) into what is now downtown Berkeley[image: External link]. That same year, the mainline of the transcontinental railroad into Oakland was re-routed, putting the right-of-way along the bay shore through Ocean View.

There was a strong prohibition movement in Berkeley at this time. In 1876, the state enacted the "mile limit law", which forbade sale or public consumption of alcohol within one mile (1.6 km) of the new University of California.[16] Then, in 1899 Berkeley residents voted to make their city an alcohol-free zone. Scientists, scholars and religious leaders spoke vehemently of the dangers of alcohol.[17]

In 1878, the people of Ocean View and the area around the university campus, together with local farmers, incorporated as the Town of Berkeley. The first elected trustees of the town were the slate of Denis Kearney[image: External link]'s Workingman's Party[image: External link], who were particularly favored in the working class area of the former Ocean View, now called "West Berkeley". The area near the university became known for a time as "East Berkeley".

The modern age came quickly to Berkeley, no doubt due to the influence of the university. Electric lights[image: External link] were in use by 1888. The telephone had already come to town. Electric streetcars[image: External link] soon replaced the horsecar[image: External link]. A silent film of one of these early streetcars in Berkeley can be seen at the Library of Congress[image: External link] website: "A Trip To Berkeley, California"[18]
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 Early 20th century




Berkeley's slow growth ended abruptly with the Great San Francisco earthquake of 1906[image: External link]. The town and other parts of the East Bay[image: External link] escaped serious damage, and thousands of refugees flowed across the Bay. Among them were most of San Francisco's painters and sculptors, who created between 1907 and 1911 one of the largest art colonies west of Chicago. Artist and critic, Jennie V. Cannon[image: External link], described the founding of the Berkeley Art Association and the rivalries of competing studios and art clubs.[19]

In 1904, the first hospitals in Berkeley were created: the Alta Bates Sanatorium for women and children, founded by nurse Alta Bates[image: External link] on Walnut Street, and the Roosevelt (later, Herrick) Hospital[image: External link], by Dr. LeRoy Francis Herrick, on the corner of Dwight Way and Milvia Street.[20][21]

In 1908, a statewide referendum that proposed moving the California state capital to Berkeley was defeated by a margin of about 33,000 votes.[22] The city named streets around the proposed capitol grounds for California counties. They bear those names today, a legacy of the failed referendum.

In 1909, the citizens of Berkeley adopted a new charter, and the Town of Berkeley became the City of Berkeley. Rapid growth continued up to the Crash of 1929[image: External link]. The Great Depression[image: External link] hit Berkeley hard, but not as hard as many other places in the U.S., thanks in part to the university.

On September 17, 1923, a major fire[image: External link] swept down the hills toward the university campus and the downtown section. Around 640 structures burned before a late afternoon sea breeze stopped its progress, allowing firefighters to put it out.

The next big growth occurred with the advent of World War II[image: External link], when large numbers of people moved to the Bay Area to work in the many war industries, such as the immense Kaiser Shipyards[image: External link] in nearby Richmond[image: External link]. One who moved out, but played a big role in the outcome of the War was U.C. Professor and Berkeley resident J. Robert Oppenheimer[image: External link]. During the war, an Army base, Camp Ashby[image: External link], was temporarily sited in Berkeley.

The element berkelium[image: External link] was synthesized utilizing the 60-inch cyclotron at UC Berkeley, and named in 1949, recognizing the university, thus also placing the city's name in the list of elements.
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 1950s and 1960s




During the 1940s, many African Americans migrated to Berkeley.[23] In 1950, the Census Bureau reported Berkeley's population as 11.7% black and 84.6% white.[24]

The postwar years brought moderate growth to the city, as events on the U.C. campus began to build up to the recognizable activism of the sixties. In the 1950s, McCarthyism[image: External link] induced the university to demand a loyalty oath from its professors, many of whom refused to sign the oath on the principle of freedom of thought. In 1960, a U.S. House committee ( HUAC[image: External link]) came to San Francisco to investigate the influence of communists in the Bay Area. Their presence was met by protesters, including many from the university. Meanwhile, a number of U.C. students became active in the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link]. Finally, in 1964, the university provoked a massive student protest by banning distribution of political literature on campus. This protest became the Free Speech Movement[image: External link]. As the Vietnam War[image: External link] rapidly escalated in the ensuing years, so did student activism at the university, particularly that organized by the Vietnam Day Committee[image: External link].

See also: 1960s Berkeley protests[image: External link]


Berkeley is strongly identified with the rapid social changes, civic unrest, and political upheaval that characterized the late 1960s. In that period, Berkeley—especially Telegraph Avenue[image: External link]—became a focal point for the hippie[image: External link] movement, which spilled over the Bay from San Francisco. Many hippies were apolitical drop-outs, rather than students, but in the heady atmosphere of Berkeley in 1967–1969 there was considerable overlap between the hippie movement and the radical left. An iconic event in the Berkeley Sixties scene was a conflict over a parcel of university property south of the contiguous campus site that came to be called "People's Park[image: External link]."

The battle over the disposition of People's Park resulted in a month-long occupation of Berkeley by the National Guard[image: External link] on orders of then-Governor Ronald Reagan[image: External link]. In the end, the park remained undeveloped, and remains so today. A spin-off, "People's Park Annex", was established at the same time by activist citizens of Berkeley on a strip of land above the Bay Area Rapid Transit[image: External link] subway construction along Hearst Avenue northwest of the U.C. campus. The land had also been intended for development, but was turned over to the city by BART and is now Ohlone Park[image: External link].

The era of large public protest in Berkeley waned considerably with the end of the Vietnam War in 1975. While the 1960s were the heyday of liberal activism in Berkeley, it remains one of the most overwhelmingly Democratic cities in the United States.
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 1970s and 1980s
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 Housing and zoning changes




The Berkeley population declined in the 1970s, partly due to an exodus to the suburbs. Some moved because of the rising cost of living throughout the Bay Area, and others because of the decline and disappearance of many industries in West Berkeley.

Increasing enrollment at the University led to replacement of older buildings by large apartment buildings, especially in older parts of the city near the University and downtown. Preservationists[image: External link] passed the Neighborhood Protection Ordinance in 1973 by ballot measure and the Landmarks Preservation Ordinance in 1974 by City Council. Together, these ordinances brought most new construction to a halt.[25] Facing rising housing costs, residents voted to enact rent control[image: External link] with vacancy decontrol in 1980.[26]
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 Political movements




During the 1970s and 1980s, activists increased their power in local government. This era also saw major developments in Berkeley's environmental and food culture. Berkeley's last Republican mayor, Wallace J.S. Johnson[image: External link] left office in 1971. Alice Waters[image: External link] opened Chez Panisse[image: External link] in 1971. The first curbside recycling program in the U.S. was started by the Ecology Center[image: External link] in 1973. Styrofoam was banned in 1988.[27]

As the city leaned more and more Democratic, local politics became divided between "Progressives" and "Moderates". 1984 saw the Progressives take the majority for the first time. Nancy Skinner[image: External link] became the first UC Berkeley student elected to City Council. In 1986, in reaction to the 1984 election, a ballot measure switched Berkeley from at-large to district-based elections for city council.[28]

In 1983, Berkeley's Domestic Partner Task Force[image: External link] was established, which in 1984 made policy recommendation to the school board, which passed domestic partner[image: External link] legislation. The legislation became a model for similar measures nationwide.[29]
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 1990s and 2000s
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 Demographic changes




In 1995, California's Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act[image: External link] ended vacancy control, allowing rents to increase when a tenant moved out. Despite a slow down in 2005–2007, median home prices and rents remain dramatically higher than the rest of the nation,[30] fueled by spillover from the San Francisco housing shortage[image: External link] and population growth.

South and West Berkeley underwent gentrification[image: External link], with some historically Black neighborhoods such as the Adeline Corridor seeing a 50% decline in Black / African American population from 1990 to 2010.[31] In the 1990s, Public Television's Frontline documentary series featured race relations at Berkeley's only public high school, Berkeley High School.[32]

With an economy dominated by the University of California and a high-demand housing market, Berkeley was relatively unaffected by the Great Recession[image: External link]. State budget cuts caused the University to increase the number of out-of-state and international students, with international enrollment, mostly from Asia, rising from 2,785 in 2007 to 5,951 in 2016.[33] Since then, more international restaurants have opened downtown and on Telegraph Avenue[image: External link], including East Asian chains such as 85C Bakery Cafe[image: External link] and Daiso[image: External link].

The current wave of downtown apartment construction began in 1998, with the construction of a 56 unit mixed use building at 1910 Oxford Street. The developer, Panoramic Interests, followed up with a total of 368 apartments in 7 buildings between 1998 and 2004.[34] Soon afterwards, other developers also began building in Berkeley. One of the buildings from this era was the site of the 2015 Berkeley balcony collapse disaster[image: External link].
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 Protests




In 2006, the Berkeley Oak Grove Protest[image: External link] began protesting construction of a new sports center annex to Memorial Stadium at the expense of a grove of oak trees on the UC campus. The protest ended in September 2008 after a lengthy court process.

In 2007–2008, Berkeley received media attention due to demonstrations against a Marine Corps recruiting office in downtown Berkeley and a series of controversial motions by Berkeley's city council regarding opposition to Marine recruiting. (See Berkeley Marine Corps Recruiting Center controversy[image: External link].)
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 2010s




During the fall of 2010, the Berkeley Student Food Collective[image: External link] opened after many protests on the UC Berkeley[image: External link] campus due to the proposed opening of the fast food chain Panda Express[image: External link]. Students and community members worked together to open a collectively run grocery store right off of the UC Berkeley campus, where the community can buy local, seasonal, humane, and organic foods. The Berkeley Student Food Collective[image: External link] still operates at 2440 Bancroft Way.

On September 18, 2012, Berkeley became what may be the first city in the U.S. to officially proclaim a day recognizing bisexuals September 23, which is known as Celebrate Bisexuality Day[image: External link].[35]

On September 2, 2014, the city council approved a measure to provide free medical marijuana[image: External link] to low-income patients.[36]

The Measure D soda tax[image: External link] was approved by Berkeley voters on November 4, 2014, the first such tax in the United States.[37]
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 Protests




In the Fall of 2011, the nationwide Occupy Wall Street[image: External link] movement came to two Berkeley locations: on the campus of the University of California and as an encampment in Civic Center Park.

During a Black Lives Matter[image: External link] protest on December 6, 2014, police use of tear gas and batons to clear protestors from Telegraph Avenue led to a riot and five consecutive days and nights of protests, marches, and freeway occupations in Berkeley and Oakland.[38] Afterwards, changes were implemented by the Police Department to avoid escalation of violence and to protect bystanders during protests.[39]

During the Donald Trump[image: External link] presidency, Berkeley has been the site of multiple riots[image: External link] between anarchists[image: External link] and other far-left radicals, and supporters of Donald Trump and the alt-right[image: External link].
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 Geography




Berkeley is located at 37°52′18″N 122°16′29″W[image: External link] (37.871775, −122.274603).[40]

According to the United States Census Bureau[image: External link] the city's 17.7 square miles (46 km2) area includes 10.5 square miles (27 km2) of land and 7.2 square miles (19 km2) (40.83%) water, most of it part of San Francisco Bay[image: External link].

Berkeley borders the cities of Albany, Oakland, and Emeryville and Contra Costa County, including unincorporated Kensington, as well as San Francisco Bay.

Berkeley lies within telephone area code[image: External link] 510 (until September 2, 1991, Berkeley was part of the 415 telephone code that now covers only San Francisco and Marin counties[41]), and the postal ZIP codes[image: External link] are 94701 through 94710, 94712, and 94720 for the University of California[image: External link] campus.
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 Geology




Most of Berkeley lies on a rolling sedimentary plain that rises gently from sea level to the base of the Berkeley Hills[image: External link]. East of the Hayward Fault[image: External link] along the base of the hills, elevation increases more rapidly. The highest peak along the ridge line above Berkeley is Grizzly Peak[image: External link], elevation 1,754 feet (535 m). A number of small creeks run from the hills to the Bay through Berkeley: Cerrito[image: External link], Codornices[image: External link], Schoolhouse[image: External link] and Strawberry[image: External link] Creeks are the principal streams. Most of these are largely culverted[image: External link] once they reach the plain west of the hills.

The Berkeley Hills are part of the Pacific Coast Ranges[image: External link], and run in a northwest–southeast alignment. Exposed in the Berkeley Hills are cherts and shales of the Claremont Formation (equivalent to the Monterey Formation[image: External link]), conglomerate and sandstone of the Orinda Formation and lava flows of the Moraga Volcanics. Of similar age to the Moraga Volcanics (extinct), within the Northbrae neighborhood of Berkeley, are outcroppings of erosion resistant rhyolite. These rhyolite[image: External link] formations can be seen in several city parks and in the yards of a number of private residences. Indian Rock Park[image: External link] in the northeastern part of Berkeley near the Arlington/Marin Circle features a large example.
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 Earthquakes




Berkeley is traversed by the Hayward Fault Zone[image: External link], a major branch of the San Andreas Fault[image: External link] to the west. No large earthquake has occurred on the Hayward Fault near Berkeley in historic times (except possibly in 1836), but seismologists warn about the geologic record of large tremblors several times in the deeper past. The current assessment is that a Bay Area earthquake of magnitude 6.7 or greater within the next 30 years is likely, with the Hayward Fault having the highest likelihood among faults in the Bay Area of being the epicenter.[42] Moreover, like much of the Bay Area, Berkeley has many areas of some risk to soil liquefaction[image: External link], with the flat areas closer to the shore at low to high susceptibility.[43]

The 1868 Hayward earthquake[image: External link] did occur on the southern segment of the Hayward Fault[44] in the vicinity of today's city of Hayward[image: External link] (hence, how the fault got its name). This quake destroyed the county seat of Alameda County then located in San Leandro[image: External link] and it subsequently moved to Oakland. It was strongly felt in San Francisco, causing major damage, and experienced by Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain[image: External link]).[45] It was regarded as the "Great San Francisco earthquake" prior to 1906. It produced a furrow in the ground along the fault line in Berkeley, across the grounds of the new State Asylum for the Deaf, Dumb and Blind[image: External link] then under construction, which was noted by one early University of California professor. Though no significant damage was reported to most of the few Berkeley buildings of the time, the 1868 quake did destroy the vulnerable adobe home of Domingo Peralta in north Berkeley.[46]

Today, evidence of the Hayward Fault's "creeping" is visible at various locations in Berkeley. Cracked roadways, sharp jogs in streams, and springs mark the fault's path. However, since it cuts across the base of the hills, the creep is often concealed by or confused with slide activity. Some of the slide activity itself, however, results from movement on the Hayward Fault.

A notorious segment of the Hayward Fault runs lengthwise down the middle of Memorial Stadium[image: External link] at the mouth of Strawberry Canyon on the University of California campus. Photos and measurements[47] show the movement of the fault through the stadium.
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 Climate




Berkeley has a cool summer Mediterranean climate[image: External link] (type Csb[image: External link] in the Köppen climate classification[image: External link]), with dry summers and wet winters. Berkeley's location directly opposite the Golden Gate[image: External link] ensures that typical eastward fog flow blankets the city more often than its neighbors.[48] The summers are cooler than a typical Mediterranean climate thanks to upwelling[image: External link] ocean currents along the California coast. These help produce cool and foggy[image: External link] nights and mornings.

Winter is punctuated with rainstorms of varying ferocity and duration, but also produces stretches of bright sunny days and clear cold nights. It does not normally snow, though occasionally the hilltops get a dusting. Spring and fall are transitional and intermediate, with some rainfall and variable temperature. Summer typically brings night and morning low clouds or fog, followed by sunny, warm days. The warmest and driest months are typically June through September, with the highest temperatures occurring in September. Mid-summer (July–August) is often a bit cooler due to the sea breezes and fog common then.

Average January temperatures are a maximum of 56.4 °F (13.6 °C) and a minimum of 43.6 °F (6.4 °C). Average September (the warmest month) temperatures are a maximum of 71.7 °F (22.1 °C) and a minimum of 55.9 °F (13.3 °C). In a year, there are an average of 2.9 days with highs of 90.0 °F (32.2 °C) or higher, and an average of 0.8 days with lows of 32 °F (0 °C) or lower. The highest recorded temperature was 107 °F (42 °C) on June 15, 2000 and July 16, 1993, and the lowest recorded temperature was 24 °F (−4 °C) on December 22, 1990.

January is normally the wettest month, averaging 5.13 inches (130 mm) of precipitation. Average annual precipitation is 25.40 inches (645 mm), falling on an average of 63.7 days each year. The most rainfall in one month was 14.49 inches (368 mm) in February 1998. The most rainfall in 24 hours was 6.98 inches (177 mm) on January 4, 1982.[49] As in most of California, the heaviest rainfall years are usually associated with warm water El Niño[image: External link] episodes in the Pacific (e.g., 1982–83; 1997–98), which bring in drenching "pineapple express[image: External link]" storms. In contrast, dry years are often associated with cold Pacific La Niña[image: External link] episodes. Light snow has fallen on rare occasions. Snow has generally fallen every several years on the higher peaks of the Berkeley Hills[image: External link].[50]

In the late spring and early fall, strong offshore winds[image: External link] of sinking air typically develop, bringing heat and dryness to the area. In the spring, this is not usually a problem as vegetation is still moist from winter rains, but extreme dryness prevails by the fall, creating a danger of wildfires. In September 1923 a major fire swept through the neighborhoods north of the university campus, stopping just short of downtown. (See 1923 Berkeley fire[image: External link]). On October 20, 1991, gusty, hot winds fanned a conflagration along the Berkeley–Oakland border, killing 25 people and injuring 150, as well as destroying 2,449 single-family dwellings and 437 apartment and condominium units. (See 1991 Oakland firestorm[image: External link])



	Climate data for Berkeley, California (1981–2010)



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	77

(25)
	80

(27)
	87

(31)
	95

(35)
	101

(38)
	107

(42)
	107

(42)
	104

(40)
	106

(41)
	99

(37)
	86

(30)
	80

(27)
	107

(42)



	Average high °F (°C)
	58.4

(14.7)
	61.6

(16.4)
	64.2

(17.9)
	66.8

(19.3)
	69.7

(20.9)
	73.2

(22.9)
	73.9

(23.3)
	74.3

(23.5)
	74.8

(23.8)
	72.5

(22.5)
	64.8

(18.2)
	58.6

(14.8)
	67.8

(19.9)



	Average low °F (°C)
	42.0

(5.6)
	44.2

(6.8)
	45.7

(7.6)
	46.5

(8.1)
	49.4

(9.7)
	51.7

(10.9)
	53.0

(11.7)
	53.9

(12.2)
	53.4

(11.9)
	51.5

(10.8)
	46.6

(8.1)
	42.6

(5.9)
	48.4

(9.1)



	Record low °F (°C)
	25

(−4)
	29

(−2)
	33

(1)
	36

(2)
	36

(2)
	40

(4)
	40

(4)
	42

(6)
	38

(3)
	38

(3)
	33

(1)
	25

(−4)
	25

(−4)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	4.98

(126.5)
	5.21

(132.3)
	3.86

(98)
	1.66

(42.2)
	0.86

(21.8)
	0.15

(3.8)
	0.01

(0.3)
	0.06

(1.5)
	0.24

(6.1)
	1.37

(34.8)
	3.30

(83.8)
	5.04

(128)
	26.74

(679.2)



	Source: Western Regional Climate Center[51]
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1890[image: External link]
	5,101
	
	—



	1900[image: External link]
	13,214
	
	159.0%



	1910[image: External link]
	40,434
	
	206.0%



	1920[image: External link]
	56,036
	
	38.6%



	1930[image: External link]
	82,109
	
	46.5%



	1940[image: External link]
	85,547
	
	4.2%



	1950[image: External link]
	113,805
	
	33.0%



	1960[image: External link]
	111,268
	
	−2.2%



	1970[image: External link]
	114,091
	
	2.5%



	1980[image: External link]
	103,328
	
	−9.4%



	1990[image: External link]
	102,724
	
	−0.6%



	2000[image: External link]
	102,743
	
	0.0%



	2010[image: External link]
	112,580
	
	9.6%



	Est. 2016
	121,240
	[52]
	7.7%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[53]






The 2010 United States Census[image: External link][54] reported that Berkeley had a population of 112,580. The population density was 10,752 people per square mile of land area (4,104/km²). The racial makeup of Berkeley was 66,996 (59.5%) White[image: External link], 11,241 (10.0%) Black or African American[image: External link], 479 (0.4%) Native American[image: External link], 21,690 (19.3%) Asian[image: External link] (8.4% Chinese[image: External link], 2.4% Indian[image: External link], 2.1% Korean[image: External link], 1.6% Japanese[image: External link], 1.5% Filipino[image: External link], 1.0% Vietnamese[image: External link]), 186 (0.2%) Pacific Islander[image: External link], 4,994 (4.4%) from other races[image: External link], and 6,994 (6.2%) from two or more races. Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race were 12,209 persons (10.8%). 6.8% of the city's population was of Mexican[image: External link] ancestry.

The Census reported that 99,731 people (88.6% of the population) lived in households, 12,430 (11.0%) lived in non-institutionalized group quarters, and 419 (0.4%) were institutionalized.

There were 46,029 households, out of which 8,467 (18.4%) had children under the age of 18 living in them, 13,569 (29.5%) were opposite-sex married couples[image: External link] living together, 3,855 (8.4%) had a female householder with no husband present, 1,368 (3.0%) had a male householder with no wife present. There were 2,931 (6.4%) unmarried opposite-sex partnerships[image: External link], and 961 (2.1%) same-sex married couples or partnerships[image: External link]. 16,904 households (36.7%) were made up of individuals and 4,578 (9.9%) had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.17. There were 18,792 families[image: External link] (40.8% of all households); the average family size was 2.81. There were 49,454 housing units at an average density of 2,794.6 per square mile (1,079.0/km²), of which 18,846 (40.9%) were owner-occupied, and 27,183 (59.1%) were occupied by renters. The homeowner vacancy rate was 1.0%; the rental vacancy rate was 4.5%. 45,096 people (40.1% of the population) lived in owner-occupied housing units and 54,635 people (48.5%) lived in rental housing units.

The population was spread out with 13,872 people (12.3%) under the age of 18, 30,295 people (26.9%) aged 18 to 24, 30,231 people (26.9%) aged 25 to 44, 25,006 people (22.2%) aged 45 to 64, and 13,176 people (11.7%) who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 31.0 years. For every 100 females there were 95.6 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 94.2 males.

According to the 2011 American Community Survey 5-Year estimate, the median income for a household in the city was $60,908, and the median income for a family was $102,976.[55] Males had a median income of $67,476 versus $57,319 for females. The per capita income for the city was $38,896. About 7.2% of families and 18.3% of the population were below the poverty line, including 13.2% of those under age 18 and 9.2% of those age 65 or over.

Berkeley has a higher-than-average crime rate, particularly property crime,[56] though the crime rate has fallen significantly since 2000.[57]



	Demographic profile[58]

	2010



	Total Population
	112,580 – 100.0%



	One Race
	105,586 – 93.8%



	Not Hispanic or Latino
	100,371 – 89.2%



	White alone
	61,539 – 54.7%



	Black or African American alone
	10,896 – 9.7%



	American Indian and Alaska Native alone
	228 – 0.2%



	Asian alone
	21,499 – 19.1%



	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone
	170 – 0.2%



	Some other race alone
	503 – 0.4%



	Two or more races alone
	5,536 – 4.9%



	Hispanic or Latino (of any race)
	12,209 – 10.8%
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 Homelessness




In 2015, an estimated 834-1200 people were homeless in Berkeley.[59]
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 Transportation




Berkeley is served by Amtrak[image: External link] (Capitol Corridor[image: External link]), AC Transit[image: External link], BART[image: External link] ( Ashby[image: External link], Downtown Berkeley Station[image: External link] and North Berkeley[image: External link]) and bus shuttles operated by major employers including UC Berkeley[image: External link] and Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory[image: External link]. The Eastshore Freeway[image: External link] (Interstate 80[image: External link] and Interstate 580[image: External link]) runs along the bay shoreline. Each day there is an influx of thousands of cars into the city by commuting UC faculty, staff and students, making parking for more than a few hours an expensive proposition.

Berkeley has one of the highest rates of bicycle and pedestrian commuting in the nation. Berkeley is the safest city of its size in California for pedestrians and cyclists, considering the number of injuries per pedestrian and cyclist, rather than per capita.[60]

Berkeley has modified its original grid roadway structure through use of diverters and barriers, moving most traffic out of neighborhoods and onto arterial streets (visitors often find this confusing, because the diverters are not shown on all maps). Berkeley maintains a separate grid of arterial streets for bicycles, called Bicycle Boulevards[image: External link], with bike lanes and lower amounts of car traffic than the major streets they often parallel.

Berkeley hosts car sharing[image: External link] networks including Uhaul Car Share[image: External link], and Zipcar[image: External link]. Rather than owning (and parking) their own cars, members share a group of cars parked nearby. Web- and telephone-based reservation systems keep track of hours and charges. Several "pods" (points of departure where cars are kept) exist throughout the city, in several downtown locations, at the Ashby and North Berkeley BART stations, and at various other locations in Berkeley (and other cities in the region). Using alternative transportation is encouraged.

Berkeley has had recurring problems with parking meter[image: External link] vandalism. In 1999, over 2,400 Berkeley meters were jammed, smashed, or sawed apart.[61] Starting in 2005 and continuing into 2006, Berkeley began to phase out mechanical meters in favor of more centralized electronic meters.
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 Transportation history




The first commuter service to San Francisco was provided by the Central Pacific[image: External link]'s Berkeley Branch Railroad[image: External link], a standard gauge[image: External link] steam railroad[image: External link], which terminated in downtown Berkeley, and connected in Emeryville (at a locale then known as "Shellmound") with trains to the Oakland ferry pier[image: External link] as well as with the Central Pacific main line starting in 1876. The Berkeley Branch line was extended from Shattuck and University to Vine Street ("Berryman's Station") in 1878. Starting in 1882, Berkeley trains ran directly to the Oakland Pier.[62] In the 1880s, Southern Pacific[image: External link] assumed operations of the Berkeley Branch. In 1911, Southern Pacific electrified this line and the several others it constructed in Berkeley, creating its East Bay Electric Lines[image: External link] division. The huge and heavy cars specially built for these lines were called the "Red Trains" or the "Big Red Cars." The Shattuck line was extended and connected with two other Berkeley lines (the Ninth Street Line and the California Street line) at Solano and Colusa (the "Colusa Wye[image: External link]"). At this time, the Northbrae Tunnel[image: External link] and Rose Street Undercrossing were constructed, both of which still exist. (The Rose Street Undercrossing is not accessible to the public, being situated between what is now two backyards.) The fourth Berkeley line was the Ellsworth St. line to the university campus. The last Red Trains ran in July 1941.[63]

The first electric rail service in Berkeley was provided by several small streetcar[image: External link] companies starting in 1891. Most of these were eventually bought up by the Key System[image: External link] of Francis "Borax" Smith[image: External link] who added lines and improved equipment. The Key System's streetcars were operated by its East Bay Street Railways division. Principal lines in Berkeley ran on Euclid, The Arlington, College, Telegraph, Shattuck, San Pablo, University, and Grove (today's Martin Luther King Jr. Way). The last streetcars ran in 1948, replaced by buses.

The first electric commuter interurban-type trains to San Francisco from Berkeley were put in operation by the Key System in 1903, several years before the Southern Pacific electrified its steam commuter lines. Like the SP, Key trains ran to a pier serviced by the Key's own fleet of ferryboats[image: External link], which also docked at the Ferry Building in San Francisco. After the Bay Bridge[image: External link] was built, the Key trains ran to the Transbay Terminal[image: External link] in San Francisco, sharing tracks on the lower deck of the Bay Bridge with the SP's red trains and the Sacramento Northern[image: External link] Railroad. It was at this time that the Key trains acquired their letter designations, which were later preserved by Key's public successor, AC Transit. Today's F bus is the successor of the F train. Likewise, the E, G and the H. Before the Bridge, these lines were simply the Shattuck Avenue Line, the Claremont Line, the Westbrae Line, and the Sacramento Street Line, respectively.

After the Southern Pacific abandoned transbay service in 1941, the Key System acquired the rights to use its tracks and catenary[image: External link] on Shattuck north of Dwight Way and through the Northbrae Tunnel to The Alameda for the F-train. The SP tracks along Monterey Avenue as far as Colusa had been acquired by the Key System in 1933 for the H-train, but were abandoned in 1941. The Key System trains stopped running in April 1958.[64] In 1963, the Northbrae Tunnel was opened to auto traffic.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Economy
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 Top employers




According to the city's 2013 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report,[65] the top employers in the city are:



	#
	Employer
	# of Employees



	1
	University of California, Berkeley[image: External link]
	14,245



	2
	Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory[image: External link]
	4,200



	3
	Alta Bates Summit Medical Center[image: External link]
	2,517



	4
	City of Berkeley
	1,451



	5
	Berkeley Unified School District[image: External link]
	1,166



	6
	Bayer[image: External link]
	1,132



	7
	Kaiser Permanente[image: External link]
	557



	8
	Pacific Steel[image: External link]
	533



	9
	Berkeley Bowl[image: External link]
	471



	10
	Berkeley City College[image: External link]
	260





	Former employers of note include the State of California Health Department (900 in 1988, 600 in 2001), now the California Department of Public Health[image: External link] and the California Department of Health Care Services[image: External link].[66][67]
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 Businesses




Main article: List of companies based in Berkeley, California[image: External link]


Berkeley is the location of a number of nationally prominent businesses, many of which have been pioneers in their areas of operation. Notable businesses include Chez Panisse[image: External link], birthplace of California cuisine[image: External link], Peet's[image: External link] Coffee's original store, the Claremont Resort[image: External link], punk rock haven 924 Gilman[image: External link], and Saul Zaentz[image: External link]'s Fantasy Studios[image: External link]. Notable former businesses include pioneer bookseller Cody's Books[image: External link], The Nature Company[image: External link], and the Berkeley Co-op[image: External link].

Berkeley has relatively few chain stores[image: External link] for a city of its size, due to policies and zoning that promote small businesses[68] and limits to the size of certain types of stores.[69]
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 Places
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 Major streets





	
Shattuck Avenue[image: External link] passes through several neighborhoods, including the downtown business district[image: External link] in Berkeley. It is named for Francis K. Shattuck[image: External link], one of Berkeley's earliest influential citizens.

	University Avenue runs from Berkeley's bayshore and marina to the University of California campus.

	Ashby Avenue (Highway 13[image: External link]), which also runs from Berkeley's bayshore to the hills, connects with the Warren Freeway and Highway 24[image: External link] leading to the Caldecott Tunnel[image: External link], named for a former Berkeley mayor.

	
San Pablo Avenue[image: External link] (Highway 123[image: External link]) runs north–south through West Berkeley, connecting Oakland[image: External link] and Emeryville[image: External link] to the south and Albany[image: External link] to the north.

	
Telegraph Avenue[image: External link], which runs north-south from the university campus to Oakland, historically the site of much of the hippie[image: External link] culture of Berkeley.

	Martin Luther King Jr. Way, which until 1984 was called Grove St, runs north-south a few blocks west of Shattuck Avenue, connecting Oakland and the freeways to the south with the neighborhoods and other communities to the north.

	
Solano Avenue[image: External link], a major street for shopping and restaurants, runs east-west near the north end of Berkeley, continuing into Albany.
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 Freeways





	The Eastshore Freeway[image: External link] ( I-80[image: External link] and I-580[image: External link]) runs along Berkeley's bayshore with exits at Ashby Avenue, University Avenue and Gilman Street.
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 Bicycle and pedestrian paths





	Ohlone Greenway[image: External link]

	San Francisco Bay Trail[image: External link]

	
Berkeley I-80 bridge[image: External link] – opened in 2002, an arch-suspension bridge spanning Interstate 80, for bicycles and pedestrians only, giving access from the city at the foot of Addison Street to the San Francisco Bay Trail[image: External link], the Eastshore State Park[image: External link] and the Berkeley Marina[image: External link].

	Berkeley's Network of Historic Pathways – Berkeley has a network of historic pathways that link the winding neighborhoods found in the hills and offer panoramic lookouts over the East Bay. A complete guide to the pathways may be found at Berkeley Path Wanderers Association website.[70]
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 Neighborhoods




See also: List of Berkeley neighborhoods[image: External link]


Berkeley has a number of distinct neighborhoods. Surrounding the University of California campus[image: External link] are the most densely populated parts of the city. West of the campus is Downtown Berkeley[image: External link], the city's traditional commercial core; home of the civic center[image: External link], the city's only public high school[image: External link], the busiest BART station[image: External link] in Berkeley, as well as a major transfer point for AC Transit[image: External link] buses. South of the campus is the Southside[image: External link] neighborhood, mainly a student ghetto[image: External link], where much of the university's student housing[image: External link] is located. The busiest stretch of Telegraph Avenue[image: External link] is in this neighborhood. North of the campus is the quieter Northside[image: External link] neighborhood, the location of the Graduate Theological Union[image: External link].

Farther from the university campus, the influence of the university quickly becomes less visible. Most of Berkeley's neighborhoods are primarily made up of detached houses, often with separate in-law units in the rear, although larger apartment buildings are also common in many neighborhoods. Commercial activities are concentrated along the major avenues and at important intersections.

In the southeastern corner of the city is the Claremont District[image: External link], home to the Claremont Hotel[image: External link]; and the Elmwood District[image: External link], with a small shopping area on College Avenue. West of Elmwood is South Berkeley[image: External link], known for its weekend flea market[image: External link] at the Ashby Station[image: External link].

West of (and including) San Pablo Avenue, a major commercial corridor, is West Berkeley[image: External link], the historic commercial center of the city, and the former unincorporated town of Ocean View[image: External link]. West Berkeley contains the remnants of Berkeley's industrial area, much of which has been replaced by retail and office uses, as well as residential live/work loft space, with the decline of manufacturing in the United States. The areas of South and West Berkeley are in the midst of redevelopment. Some residents have opposed redevelopment in this area. Along the shoreline of San Francisco Bay at the foot of University Avenue is the Berkeley Marina[image: External link]. Nearby is Berkeley's Aquatic Park[image: External link], featuring an artificial linear lagoon of San Francisco Bay.

North of Downtown is the North Berkeley[image: External link] neighborhood, which has been nicknamed the "Gourmet Ghetto[image: External link]" because of the concentration of well-known restaurants and other food-related businesses. West of North Berkeley is Westbrae[image: External link], a small neighborhood through which part of the Ohlone Greenway[image: External link] runs. Meanwhile, further north of North Berkeley are Northbrae[image: External link], a master-planned subdivision from the early 20th century, and Thousand Oaks[image: External link]. Above these last three neighborhoods, on the western slopes of the Berkeley Hills[image: External link] are the neighborhoods of Cragmont[image: External link] and La Loma Park[image: External link], notable for their dramatic views, winding streets, and numerous public stairways and paths.



	Apartments and other higher density housing in Berkeley, California



	


	






	
Mid-20th century apartments with soft story parking. Zoning at the time allowed 4 stories plus a small penthouse. 








	






	
Small early-20th century buildings with more recent additions in the rear. 








	






	
Mid 20th and early 20th century apartment buildings. 








	






	
Prefabricated modular housing built in the 2010s. 








	






	
Mixed use Mediterranean Revival[image: External link] style building built in the 2010s. 








	






	

Shingle style[image: External link] apartment building from mid 20th century. 








	






	

UC Berkeley[image: External link] dormitories. 








	






	
Former sorority[image: External link] converted into boarding house[image: External link]. 








	






	
A student co-op[image: External link]. 








	






	
Mixed use building on Telegraph Avenue[image: External link]. 
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 Points of interest





	University of California, Berkeley[image: External link]

	Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive[image: External link]

	Berkeley Marina[image: External link]

	
Berkeley History Center[image: External link] (1931 Center St.)

	
Berkeley Public Library[image: External link] (Shattuck Avenue at Kittridge Street)

	Berkeley Repertory Theatre[image: External link]

	Berkeley Rose Garden[image: External link]

	
Cloyne Court Hotel[image: External link], a member of the Berkeley Student Cooperative[image: External link]


	
Hearst Greek Theatre[image: External link] (home of the annual Berkeley Jazz Festival[image: External link])

	Judah L. Magnes Museum[image: External link]

	Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory[image: External link]

	Lawrence Hall of Science[image: External link]

	Regional Parks Botanic Garden[image: External link]

	Tilden Regional Park[image: External link]

	University of California Botanical Garden[image: External link]

	The Campanile (Sather Tower[image: External link]) in the University of California, Berkeley[image: External link] campus.

	
Telegraph Avenue[image: External link] and People's Park[image: External link], both known as centers of the counterculture of the 1960s[image: External link].

	The Berkeley Free Clinic[image: External link], a free clinic[image: External link] operating since 1969.

	The Edible Schoolyard[image: External link] is a one-acre garden at Martin Luther King Middle School (Berkeley)[image: External link]


	Berkeley High School
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 Parks and recreation




The city has many parks, and promotes greenery and the environment. The city has planted trees for years and is a leader in the nationwide effort to re-tree urban areas.[citation needed[image: External link]] Tilden Regional Park[image: External link], lies east of the city, occupying the upper extent of Wildcat Canyon[image: External link] between the Berkeley Hills and the San Pablo Ridge. The city is also heavily involved in creek restoration and wetlands restoration, including a planned daylighting of Strawberry Creek along Center Street. The Berkeley Marina[image: External link] and East Shore State Park[image: External link] flank its shoreline at San Francisco Bay[image: External link] and organizations like the Urban Creeks Council[image: External link] and Friends of the Five Creeks[image: External link] the former of which is headquartered in Berkeley support the riparian areas in the town and coastlines as well. César Chávez Park[image: External link], near the Berkeley Marina, was built at the former site of the city dump.
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 Landmarks and historic districts




165 buildings in Berkeley are designated as local landmarks or local structures of merit. Of these, 49 are listed in the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link], including:


	
Berkeley High School[image: External link] (the city's only public high school) and the Berkeley Community Theatre[image: External link], which is on its campus.[71]


	Berkeley Women's City Club, now Berkeley City Club[image: External link] – Julia Morgan[image: External link] (1929–30)

	
First Church of Christ, Scientist[image: External link] – Bernard Maybeck[image: External link] (1910)

	
St. John's Presbyterian Church[image: External link] – Julia Morgan[image: External link] (1910), now the Berkeley Playhouse

	
Studio Building[image: External link] – architect not recorded, built for Frederick H. Dakin (1905)

	
William R. Thorsen House[image: External link], now Sigma Phi[image: External link] Society Chapter House – Charles Sumner Greene[image: External link] & Henry Mather Greene[image: External link] (1908–10)



Historic Districts listed in the National Register of Historic Places:


	
George C. Edwards Stadium[image: External link] – Located at intersection of Bancroft Way and Fulton Street on University of California, Berkeley campus (80 acres (32 ha), 3 buildings, 4 structures, 3 objects; added 1993).

	Site of the Clark Kerr Campus, UC Berkeley[image: External link] – until 1980, this location housed the State Asylum for the Deaf, Dumb and Blind[image: External link], also known as The California Schools for the Deaf and Blind – Bounded by Dwight Way, the city line, Derby Street, and Warring Street (500 acres (2.0 km2), 20 buildings; added 1982). The school was closed in 1980 and the Clark Kerr Campus was opened in 1986.



See List of Berkeley Landmarks, Structures of Merit, and Historic Districts[image: External link]
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 Arts and culture




Berkeley is home to the Chilean-American[image: External link] community's La Peña Cultural Center[image: External link], the largest cultural center for this community in the United States. The Freight and Salvage[image: External link] is the oldest established full-time folk and traditional music venue west of the Mississippi River.[72]
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 Annual events





	Jewish Music Festival[73] – March

	Cal Day University of California, Berkeley[image: External link] Open House[74] – April

	Berkeley Arts Festival[75] – April and May

	Himalayan Fair[76] – May

	The Berkeley Juneteenth Festival – Adeline/Alcatraz Corridor – June

	Berkeley Kite Festival[77] – July

	Berkeley Juggling and Unicycling Festival[78] – July or August

	The Solano Avenue Stroll[image: External link][79] – Solano Avenue[image: External link], Berkeley and Albany – September
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 Education
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 Colleges and universities




University of California, Berkeley[image: External link]'s main campus is in the city limits.

The Graduate Theological Union[image: External link], a consortium of nine independent theological schools, is located a block north of the University of California Berkeley's main campus. The Graduate Theological Union has the largest number of students and faculty of any religious studies doctoral program in the United States.[80] In addition to more theological schools, Zaytuna College[image: External link], a newly established Muslim liberal arts college, has taken 'Holy Hill' as its new home. Wright Institute[image: External link], a psychology graduate school, is located in Berkeley. Berkeley City College[image: External link] is a community college[image: External link] in the Peralta Community College District[image: External link].
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 Primary and secondary schools




The Berkeley Unified School District[image: External link] operates public schools.

The first public school in Berkeley was the Ocean View[image: External link] School, now the site of the Berkeley Adult School located at Virginia Street and San Pablo Avenue. The public schools today are administered by the Berkeley Unified School District[image: External link]. In the 1960s, Berkeley was one of the earliest US cities to voluntarily desegregate, utilizing a system of buses, still in use. The city has one public high school, Berkeley High School (BHS)[image: External link]. Established in 1880, BHS currently has over 3,000 students. The Berkeley High campus was designated a historic district by the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link] on January 7, 2008.[81] Saint Mary's College High School[image: External link], a Catholic school, has its street address in Berkeley, although most of the grounds and buildings are actually in neighboring Albany. Berkeley has 11 elementary schools and three middle schools[image: External link].

The East Bay campus of the German International School of Silicon Valley[image: External link] (GISSV) formerly occupied the Hillside Campus, Berkeley, California[image: External link]; it opened there in 2012.[82] In December 2016, the GISSV closed the building, due to unmet seismic retrofit needs.[83]

There is also the Bay Area Technology School[image: External link], the only school in the whole Bay Area to offer a technology- and science-based curriculum, with connections to leading universities.
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 Public libraries




Berkeley Public Library[image: External link] serves as the municipal library. University of California, Berkeley Libraries[image: External link] operates the University of California Berkeley[image: External link] libraries.
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 Government




See also: List of mayors of Berkeley[image: External link] and Government of Alameda County, California[image: External link]


Berkeley has a council–manager government[image: External link].[1] The mayor is elected at-large for a four-year term and is the ceremonial head of the city and the chair of the city council. The Berkeley City Council is composed of the mayor and eight council members elected by district who each serve four-year terms. Districts 2, 3, 5 and 6 hold their elections in years divisible by four while Districts 1, 4, 7 and 8 hold theirs in even-numbered years not divisible by four. The city council appoints a city manager, who is the chief executive of the city. Additionally, the city voters directly elect an independent City Auditor and a Rent Stabilization Board. The current councilmembers are:[3]


	Mayor (At-Large): Jesse Arreguín

	District 1: Linda Maio

	District 2: Cheryl Davila

	District 3: Ben Bartlett

	District 4: Kate Harrison

	District 5: Sophie Hahn

	District 6: Susan Wengraf

	District 7: Kriss Worthington

	District 8: Lori Droste



Most of the University housing is located in District 7 (although Foothill and Clark Kerr are in Districts 6 and 8, respectively). Districts 4 and 7 are majority-student.

Berkeley is also part of Alameda County[image: External link], for which the Government of Alameda County[image: External link] is defined and authorized under the California Constitution[image: External link], California law[image: External link], and the Charter of the County of Alameda.[84] The county government provides countywide services, such as elections and voter registration, law enforcement, jails, vital records, property records, tax collection, public health, and social services. The county government is primarily composed of the elected five-member Board of Supervisors[image: External link], other elected offices including the Sheriff[image: External link]/Coroner, the District Attorney, Assessor, Auditor-Controller/County Clerk/Recorder, and Treasurer/Tax Collector, and numerous county departments and entities under the supervision of the County Administrator.
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 Notable people




Main articles: List of people from Berkeley, California[image: External link] and List of Berkeley High School (Berkeley, California) people[image: External link]


Notable individuals who were born in and/or have lived in Berkeley include actors Ben Affleck and Andy Samberg[image: External link], Billie Joe Armstrong[image: External link], lead singer of the punk rock band Green Day[image: External link], and Lil B[image: External link].
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 Sister cities




Berkeley has 16 sister cities[image: External link]:[85]


	Asmara, Eritrea[image: External link]

	
Blackfeet Nation[image: External link], Montana[image: External link], United States

	
Yurok Tribe[image: External link], California, United States

	
Haidian District[image: External link], Beijing[image: External link], China

	City of Djibouti, Djibouti[image: External link]

	
Sakai, Osaka[image: External link], Japan

	
Gao[image: External link], Mali

	
Uma Bawang[image: External link], Malaysia (1991)[86]


	
Dmitrov[image: External link], Russia

	
Jena[image: External link], Germany[image: External link]


	
Ulan-Ude[image: External link], Buryatia[image: External link], Russia

	
San Antonio Los Ranchos[image: External link], El Salvador

	
Mathopestad, South Africa

	
Oukasie[image: External link], South Africa

	
Yondó[image: External link], Colombia

	
Palma Soriano[image: External link], Cuba

	León, Nicaragua[image: External link]
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Occidental College






Occidental College is a private[image: External link], co-educational[image: External link] liberal arts[image: External link] college located in the Eagle Rock[image: External link] neighborhood of Los Angeles[image: External link], California[image: External link], United States[image: External link]. Founded in 1887 by clergy and members of the Presbyterian Church[image: External link], it is one of the oldest liberal arts colleges on the West Coast. Occidental College is often referred to as "Oxy" for short.[4]

In 2017, the Wall Street Journal/Times Higher Education College Rankings placed Occidental 27th on its list of the top 100 liberal arts colleges in the United States.[5] The New York Times ranked Occidental No. 20 on its list of the most economically diverse U.S. colleges and universities.[6] The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching[image: External link] selected Occidental as a "community engagement institution".[7][8]

The college was named to the 2014 President's Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll "with distinction".[9] Occidental is also one of the most racially diverse liberal arts colleges, with approximately 50% of the student body identitifying as students of color.[10] The college is ranked No. 7 for liberal arts colleges and No. 17 for all undergraduate schools on Payscale.com's[image: External link] list of highest-paid graduates.[11] Oxy was ranked the sixth "Most Beautiful" college campus by Newsweek[image: External link] in 2012.[12]
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 History
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 Early history




Occidental College was founded on April 20, 1887, by a group of Presbyterian[image: External link] clergy, missionaries, and laymen, including James George Bell[image: External link], Lyman Stewart[image: External link], and Thomas Bard[image: External link]. The cornerstone of the school's first building was laid in September 1887 in the Boyle Heights[image: External link] neighborhood of Los Angeles.[13] The college's first term began a year later with 27 male and 13 female students, and tuition of $50 a year.[14]

In 1896, the Boyle Heights building was destroyed by fire. The college temporarily relocated to the old St. Vincent's College campus on Hill Street before a new site was selected in Highland Park[image: External link] in 1898.[13] Eventually, the college erected three main buildings: the Academy Building, the Stimson Library, and the Hall of Arts and Letters (converted to apartments, the hall still stands today).[15] The Highland Park site was also bisected by the tracks of the Santa Fe Railroad,[15] and was the site of two presidential visits, first by William Howard Taft in 1909 and subsequently by President Theodore Roosevelt in 1911.[15]

In 1909, the Pomona College[image: External link] Board of Trustees suggested a merger between Pomona and Occidental, but the proposal came to nothing.[16] The following year, the college severed formal ties with the Presbyterian Church and became a non-sectarian, non-denominational institution.[13][17] The small size of the 15-acre (6.1 ha) campus and the disruption caused by frequent freight trains pushed the college's trustees to find a new location.[15]
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 1900s




In 1912, the school began construction of a new campus located in Los Angeles' Eagle Rock neighborhood. The Eagle Rock campus was designed by noted California architect Myron Hunt[image: External link], also known as the planner of the California Institute of Technology[image: External link] (Caltech) campus and as designer of the Huntington Library and Art Gallery[image: External link] and the Rose Bowl[image: External link]. That same year, Occidental President John Willis Baer[image: External link] announced the trustees' decision to convert Occidental College into an all-men's institution. However, students and faculty protested, and the idea was abandoned.[18][19]

Two weeks after Booker T. Washington[image: External link] came to visit Occidental, on March 27, 1914, Swan, Fowler, and Johnson Halls were dedicated at its new Eagle Rock campus. Patterson Field, today one of the oldest collegiate sports stadiums in Los Angeles, was opened in 1916.[20] In April 1917, shortly after the United States entered World War I, the college formed a Students Army Training Corps to aid the war effort.[14]

Under Occidental President Remsen Bird, the school opened a series of new Hunt-designed buildings, including Clapp Library (1924), Hillside Theatre and a women's dormitory (Orr Hall) in 1925, Alumni Gymnasium (1926), the Freeman Student Union (1928) and a music and speech building (1929).[21] The Delta of California Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa[image: External link] was established at Occidental in 1926, at a time when the only other chapters in California were at Stanford, UC Berkeley, and Pomona.[14]

During World War II[image: External link], many students left Occidental to fight in the war. In July 1943, the U.S. Navy established a Navy V-12[image: External link][22] officer training program on campus that produced hundreds of graduates before it was disbanded at the end of the war in 1945. Occidental President Remsen Bird worked behind the scenes to help Oxy students of Japanese descent continue their education despite mandatory evacuation orders; his letters are included in the Japanese American Relocation Collection in Clapp Library.[23]

After having its first Rhodes Scholar, Clarence Spaulding, named in 1908, Oxy seniors John Paden and Aaron Segal were awarded Rhodes Scholarships in 1958; the first and only time Occidental has produced two Rhodes Scholars in a single year.[24] Rhodes scholars Aaron Segal and John Paden were among the 10 Occidental students who participated in Crossroads Africa that year, a forerunner to the Peace Corps that later became a national program.[25]

In 1969, 42 students were suspended for peacefully protesting military recruiting on campus. One year later, faculty voted to suspend classes in the wake of the Kent State shootings[image: External link] and America's invasion of Cambodia. Subsequently, Oxy students wrote 7,000 letters to Washington D.C., protesting U.S. involvement in the war in Southeast Asia.[26] Occidental launched one of the country's first Upward Bound programs in 1966, aimed at increasing the number of low-income, underrepresented high school students who become the first in their family to go to college.

Also in 1969, the school opened its first two co-ed dormitories[image: External link], and two more followed a year later. In 1988, John Brooks Slaughter[image: External link] became Occidental's first black president. Building on faculty and student advocacy and a series of grants the college had received previously to increase the diversity of the Occidental student body, Slaughter led the process of creating a new mission statement that is still used today.[27] Also, Slaughter led the college's community outreach expansion with the creation of the Center for Volunteerism and Community Service, the predecessor for the current Center for Community Based Learning.[28]
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 2000s




In July 2006, Susan Prager became Occidental's first female president. She left her position in 2007 during the fall term.[29] Robert Skotheim[image: External link] the former president of Whitman College[image: External link] and the Huntington Library[image: External link], then served as interim president. In July 2009, Jonathan Veitch[image: External link], formerly dean of The New School[image: External link]'s Eugene Lang College[image: External link], became Occidental's 15th president and the first to be a native Angeleno[image: External link].[30]
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 Campus




Architect Myron Hunt[image: External link] created the original campus master plan for Occidental's Eagle Rock campus in 1911. He structured the campus in a Mediterranean style[image: External link], with covered walkways and tile roofs. The campus landscape was designed and developed by Beatrix Farrand[image: External link] in the late 1930s. All of the 19 buildings designed by Hunt remain in use today, including Johnson Hall, now the home for the McKinnon Center for Global Affairs.[31][32]

Built on a hillside, the Eagle Rock campus covers over 120 acres (49 ha), some of which is undeveloped land that includes a local landmark known as Fiji Hill. There are 12 on-campus residence halls and the main dining facility is The Marketplace, which is located in the Johnson Student Center. Some buildings, such as the Hameetman Science Center (designed by Anshen + Allen[image: External link], 2003), deviates from the original architecture with its large glass windows and metal balconies (its lobby houses a large Foucault pendulum[image: External link]). In 1979, Occidental installed Water Forms II (see image below), a kinetic fountain designed by professor George Baker. The fountain is a campus landmark and was featured prominently in the 1984 film Star Trek III: The Search for Spock[image: External link].

Occidental College was ranked as the sixth "Most Beautiful" campus by Newsweek[image: External link] in 2012.[12] The school is home to a 1-megawatt ground-mounted solar array[image: External link], which is the largest hillside array on an American college campus and the largest of its kind in Los Angeles.[33][34] The 4,886-panel installation was completed in Spring 2013 and inaugurated on the school's 126 year anniversary.[33]
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 Academics




There are 33 majors offered on campus (and 9 minor-only programs, including Public Health, Linguistics, and Classical Studies) and a 10:1 student-faculty ratio. The average class size is 19 students and most students take four classes per semester.[35]

Since 1908, Occidental has graduated 10 Rhodes Scholars[image: External link].[36] The 2015 edition of the Fiske Guide to Colleges gave Occidental four-star ratings (out of five) in academics and quality of life. In Forbes[image: External link]' 2014 ranking of America's Top Colleges, Occidental ranks 44th.[37] In U.S. News & World Report[image: External link]'s 2014 rankings of American liberal arts colleges, Occidental is ranked 44th.[38] Kiplinger’s Best College Values 2015 rankings places Occidental 55th among liberal arts colleges.[39]
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 Core program




Divided in three parts, the Core Program was designed by the faculty of Occidental to unify and enhance the liberal arts education offered by the school. The Core Program requires students to achieve the following:


	complete two first-year writing seminars; one course in the fall, another in the spring (called CSPs);

	complete a set number of courses in 3 of 6 available geographical areas worth at least 12 units: Africa and the Middle East, South, Central and East Asia, Europe, Latin America, the United States, Intercultural

	complete a 102-level language course or be exempt through four ways

	complete a course concerning the pre-1800s era and one focused on the fine arts

	complete three math and science courses; one has to be a lab science

	pass a senior-year comprehensive examination within the student's chosen major.[40]




First-year seminars (eight course hours in total) are the centerpiece of the Core Program. Students are given a variety of class choices to fulfill the seminar requirement and to satisfy the first-year writing requirement. While the classes range in topic, each is based on a curriculum of cultural studies. The classes are designed to expose students to the rigor of college academics and to the four principles of the college mission—Excellence, Equity, Community, and Service.

The Core Program's emphasis on global literacy requires students to take a minimum of three courses that touch on at least three of the following geographical areas: Africa and the Middle East; Asia and the Pacific; Europe; Latin America; the United States; and Intercultural. Students are also required to demonstrate proficiency in writing and in a foreign language and take courses in the fine arts and in the sciences, mathematics, or other courses that address formal methods of reasoning.

The final portion of the Core Program requires students to pass a senior comprehensive examination in their chosen field. Comprehensive examinations may include seminars, creative projects, fieldwork, oral exams, theses, or field research projects.
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 Exchange and cooperative joint degree programs
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 California Institute of Technology and Columbia University




Students at Occidental can take courses at the California Institute of Technology[image: External link] (Caltech) in nearby Pasadena[image: External link] free of charge. In addition, a 3-2 engineering[image: External link] program allows qualified students the opportunity to study at Occidental for three years, completing their undergraduate experience with an additional two years either at Caltech or Columbia University[image: External link]. At the end of the five years, the student receives two degrees, a Bachelor of Arts in the Combined Plan from Occidental and a Bachelor of Science in the selected field of engineering from the engineering school.
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 Art Center College of Design




Art majors at Occidental College can take courses at the Art Center College of Design[image: External link] in Pasadena, one of the country's top-ranked art schools. The program is not open to first-year students, but as with the Caltech exchange program, students receive full course credit. No additional tuition payments are required.
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 Columbia University School of Law




With a competitive GPA[image: External link] and LSAT[image: External link] scores, Columbia Law School[image: External link] admits students upon completion of their junior year at Occidental into its Accelerated Interdisciplinary Program in Legal Education. Admittance to the program enables students to earn a bachelor's degree from Occidental and a law degree from Columbia in six years.
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 Keck Graduate Institute




Students who are interested in biotechnology[image: External link] and who become a biochemistry[image: External link] major maintaining a 3.2 GPA in the necessary courses will be guaranteed admission to the Keck master's in bioscience program. The Keck Graduate Institute[image: External link] is part of the Claremont Colleges[image: External link] consortium.
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 Student life




At the beginning of every school year, freshmen participate in Convocation[image: External link], a formal ceremony welcoming new students to the college in which the faculty wear their full academic regalia and students don robes.[41] Founders Day is celebrated annually at the school on April 20, the day in 1887 when Occidental's incorporation papers were officially signed by the California Secretary of State.[42]

For the first three years at Occidental, all students are required to live on campus and for seniors it is optional. Freshmen do not get to choose where they live; the Office of Residential Education & Housing Services arranges housing by pairing students based on a short form students fill in the summer before they arrive on campus. The Occidental College dorm life consists of 13 co-ed residential housing facilities.

After a student's first year, he or she can choose to live in a number of dorms that house sophomores, juniors, and seniors; one-third of all these halls are reserved for each grade. These dorms include Bell-Young Hall, Wylie Hall, Erdman Hall, Haines Hall, Rangeview Hall and Stearns Hall.

There are also themed-living communities which consist of the Multicultural Hall in Pauley (open to all years), all-women housing (Berkus House, named after alumnus Dave Berkus[image: External link]), the E. Norris Hall, the Queer House, and the Food Justice house.[43]
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 Student activities




Occidental College has various student-run clubs, organizations and ventures such as the Green Bean Coffee Lounge, organic garden, and the student-managed bike sharing and repairing program. There are also traditional groups such as glee club, Greek organizations, and student media outlets.
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 Media




The campus newspaper is the Occidental Weekly, an independent, student-run publication. It has been published continuously since 1893.[44] As of the 2016-17 school year, the Weekly publishes biweekly in print and weekly online.

KOXY is a student-run campus radio station[image: External link], in operation in the 1960s and 1970s, and again since 2000.[45] It originally operated on the frequency 104.7 in and around campus from 1968 to 2009, but switched to only being available by webstream in 2009. KOXY sponsors several on-campus events.

In 2010, Occidental College launched a TV station called CatAList, launched by then-students Daniel Watson and Raffy Cortina;[46] Cortina was also the first Occidental student to be awarded with a Student Academy Award[image: External link] from the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link] for his short Bottled Up.[47] The station produces 20–30 minutes of student-run content weekly on a variety of topics.
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 Greek life




Occidental College's Greek Council consists of 8 members: local sororities Alpha Lambda Phi Alpha, Delta Omicron Tau; national sororities Sigma Lambda Gamma[image: External link] and Kappa Alpha Theta[image: External link]; local fraternity Zeta Tau Zeta (co-ed), and national fraternities Kappa Alpha Psi[image: External link], Phi Kappa Psi[image: External link], Sigma Alpha Epsilon[image: External link].[48]
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 Local involvement




There are various entities at Occidental College that promote local community involvement opportunities in Eagle Rock, Highland Park and Los Angeles. These include the Urban and Environmental Policy Institute (UEPI), the Office of Community Engagement (OCE), the Center for Community Based Learning (CCBL), the Neighborhood Partnership Program (NPP), and Upward Bound[image: External link].
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 Athletics




Main article: Occidental Tigers[image: External link]


Occidental is one of the five schools that founded the Southern California Intercollegiate Athletic Conference[image: External link] (SCIAC) in 1915 and is currently a member of the SCIAC and NCAA Division III[image: External link]. Occidental features 21 varsity sports teams and a program of club sports and intramural competition. Approximately 25 percent of the student body participates in a varsity sports program.[49]

During the 2006–2007 athletic season, the Tigers cross country[image: External link], American football[image: External link] and basketball[image: External link] teams were Southern California Intercollegiate Athletic Conference[image: External link] champions. In 2014, diver, Jessica Robson set the Southern California Intercollegiate Athletic Conference[image: External link] records for both 1m and 3m diving.[50] The school's Blackshirts Rugby union[image: External link] team was also league champion for the first time in five years. In 2011, Jeremy Castro ('99) and Patrick Guthrie ('86) steered the squad to a NSCRO final falling to Longwood University[image: External link] 36-27 in Virginia Beach[image: External link], Virginia[image: External link]. In addition the college boasts a competitive and growing elite dance team that also performs at every home football and basketball game.[49]

Occidental has long-standing football rivalries with Pomona College and Whittier College[image: External link]; the Tigers have played both the Sagehens and the Poets over 100 times. In 1982, the Occidental College football team had the rare opportunity for national prominence when, due to the 1982 National Football League strike[image: External link], their game with San Diego[image: External link] was broadcast on national television.

In 2011, Occidental College lost a Basketball[image: External link] game to Caltech[image: External link] with a score of 46 to 45 giving the Caltech Beavers[image: External link] their first conference win in 26 years and putting an end to their 310-game losing streak.[51]

Famous Occidental College Tigers include NFL coach Jim E. Mora[image: External link], former American Football League Most Valuable Player and politician Jack Kemp[image: External link], former NFL player Vance Mueller[image: External link], 2011 U.S. Senior Open Champion Olin Browne[image: External link], CFL player Justin Goltz (Winnipeg Blue Bombers[image: External link]).
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 Sexual assault complaints




A Federal civil rights complaint was filed in April 2013 by 37 students stating that the school[image: External link] "deliberately discouraged victims from reporting sexual assaults” as well as misled some students about their rights during campus investigations and possibly retaliated against whistle-blowers. This complaint is currently under active investigation by the Federal Department of Education's Office of Civil Rights. On September 18, 2013, the college settled a lawsuit brought by 10 students also alleging improper treatment of their sexual assault cases, on undisclosed terms.[52][53] On May 1, 2014, Occidental was named one of fifty-five higher education institutions under investigation by the Office of Civil Rights “for possible violations of federal law over the handling of sexual violence and harassment complaints” by Oxy alumni, President Obama's White House Task Force To Protect Students from Sexual Assault.[54] In response to student and faculty outcry the college has taken various actions to combat sexual assault such as adopting a new interim sexual misconduct policy, hiring a former assistant district attorney, Ruth Jones, as a full-time, independent Title IX coordinator, and the school added a new 24-hour, 7-days-a-week telephone hotline. The school also created a permanent Sexual Misconduct Advisory Board made up of students, faculty and staff.[55][56][57]

In October 2014, a male Occidental College student filed a Title IX complaint against the college for its handling of a sexual assault complaint against him, alleging in part that Occidental was biased against him due to the April 2013 Title IX complaint. His accuser had verbally expressed her intent to have sex in text messages to him and a friend, came to his dorm room under her own power, told acquaintances that she was fine when they checked on her during part of the sexual activity, and texted smiley faces to friends immediately afterwards.[58] A police investigation found there was no basis for bringing charges against the male. The college still found him responsible on the basis that he should have known that she was too drunk to consent despite her explicit statements and behavior.[59] When the man, who was also very drunk the night in question, attempted to file an assault claim based on the incapacitated standard, the college refused to accept his complaint.[60]
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 Controversies




In 1913, the Occidental College Board of Trustees announced plans to convert the college exclusively to a men's school. The plans were met with widespread backlash from students and faculty who protested the change. The community outcry garnered national headlines and the board later dropped the proposal.[61]

English novelist Aldous Huxley[image: External link], who spoke at Occidental's convocation ceremony in the then-new Thorne Hall in 1938, lampooned President Remsen Bird as Dr. Herbert Mulge of Tarzana College in his 1939 novel, After Many a Summer Dies the Swan[image: External link]. Huxley was never again invited back to campus.[62]

In November 1990, the college, initially established as a Presbyterian institution, rededicated the campus' main chapel as the Herrick Memorial Chapel and Interfaith Center. The school also took down the crosses in the chapel in an attempt to "broaden Occidental's appeal among non-Christian students."[63]

President Barack Obama attended Occidental for two years prior to transferring to Columbia University. Following his election, unsubstantiated reports claimed that Obama's Occidental College revealed he received financial aid as a foreign student from Indonesia.[64] In 2012, Donald Trump[image: External link] offered the President $5 million to donate to the charity of his choice if he would provide his college transcripts and passport application.[65] The contents of both Obama and Trump's college records remain unknown. [66]
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 Notable alumni and faculty




Main article: List of Occidental College people[image: External link]


Notable graduates of Occidental College include filmmaker Terry Gilliam[image: External link], football player and politician Jack Kemp[image: External link], pioneering African-American physicist and inventor George Edward Alcorn, Jr.[image: External link], former New Orleans Saints[image: External link] and Indianapolis Colts[image: External link] head coach Jim E. Mora[image: External link], co-inventor of the hard disk drive William Goddard[image: External link], federal judge Jacqueline Nguyen[image: External link], historian and chancellor of the California State University system Glenn Dumke[image: External link], former Lieutenant Governor of California Robert Finch[image: External link], adventurer and writer Homer Lea[image: External link], poet Robinson Jeffers[image: External link], librarian and writer Lawrence Clark Powell[image: External link], civil rights activist Ernesto Galarza[image: External link], television director Jesus Salvador Trevino[image: External link], journalist and current dean of Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism[image: External link] Steve Coll[image: External link], actor and writer George Nader[image: External link], veteran executive at Walt Disney Imagineering Joe Rohde[image: External link] and CEO of Warner Music Group Stephen Cooper[image: External link].

Notable attendees include former US President Barack Obama, Academy Award–winning actor and filmmaker Ben Affleck, actor Luke Wilson[image: External link], producer Todd Garner[image: External link], writer/producer Dario Scardapane and actress Emily Osment[image: External link].

Notable faculty members include the American urban policy analyst Peter Dreier[image: External link], former US ambassador Derek Shearer[image: External link], regular CNN and Fox News contributor Caroline Heldman, and the 2005 PEN American Center Literary Award winner in poetry Martha Ronk[image: External link].
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 Film and television at Occidental




Occidental's campus, architecture, and proximity to Hollywood have made it a desired location for a number of film and television productions.[67]

Film credits include:


	
The Cup of Fury (1920)

	
Horse Feathers[image: External link] (1932) with the Marx Brothers[image: External link]


	
Pigskin Parade[image: External link] (1936) with Judy Garland[image: External link] and Betty Grable[image: External link]


	
Second Chorus[image: External link] (1941) with Fred Astaire[image: External link]


	
That Hagen Girl[image: External link] (1947) with Shirley Temple[image: External link] and Ronald Reagan[image: External link]


	
Goodbye, My Fancy[image: External link] (1951) with Joan Crawford[image: External link] and Robert Young[image: External link]


	
That's My Boy[image: External link] (1951) with Dean Martin[image: External link]


	
Pat and Mike[image: External link] (1952) with Katharine Hepburn[image: External link] and Spencer Tracy[image: External link]


	
Tall Story[image: External link] (1960) with Jane Fonda[image: External link] and Anthony Perkins[image: External link]


	
Take Her, She's Mine[image: External link] (1963) with James Stewart


	
The Impossible Years[image: External link] (1968) with David Niven[image: External link]


	
The One and Only[image: External link] (1978) with Henry Winkler[image: External link]


	
Star Trek III: The Search for Spock[image: External link] (1984) featuring the Gilman Fountain as part of the Palace of Vulcan

	
Real Genius[image: External link] (1985) with Val Kilmer[image: External link]


	
Sneakers[image: External link] (1992) with Robert Redford


	
Clueless[image: External link] (1995) with Alicia Silverstone[image: External link]


	
Kicking and Screaming[image: External link] (1995) with Josh Hamilton[image: External link]


	
Don't Be a Menace to South Central While Drinking Your Juice in the Hood[image: External link] (1996) with the Wayans Brothers[image: External link]


	
Boys and Girls[image: External link] (2000) with Freddie Prinze Jr.[image: External link]


	
Jurassic Park III[image: External link] (2001) with Sam Neill[image: External link]


	
Orange County[image: External link] (2002) with Colin Hanks[image: External link] and Jack Black[image: External link]


	
House of the Dead 2: Dead Aim[image: External link] (2005) with Sticky Fingaz[image: External link]


	
The Holiday[image: External link] (2006) with Cameron Diaz[image: External link], Kate Winslet[image: External link], Jude Law[image: External link], and Jack Black[image: External link]


	
Made of Honor[image: External link] (2008) with Patrick Dempsey[image: External link] and Michelle Monaghan[image: External link]


	
Fired Up[image: External link] (2009) with Nicholas D'Agosto[image: External link], Eric Christian Olsen[image: External link], and Sarah Roemer[image: External link]


	
The Kids Are All Right[image: External link] (2010) with Annette Bening and Julianne Moore[image: External link]




TV credits include:


	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link]

	Arrested Development[image: External link]

	Awkward[image: External link]

	Beverly Hills, 90210[image: External link]

	Cannon[image: External link]

	Charmed[image: External link]

	Criminal Minds[image: External link]

	Dragnet[image: External link]

	Greek[image: External link]

	The L Word[image: External link]

	Lou Grant[image: External link]

	Monk[image: External link]

	NCIS[image: External link]

	Parenthood[image: External link]

	Remington Steele[image: External link]

	Rizzoli & Isles[image: External link]

	Switched at Birth[image: External link]

	The West Wing[image: External link]
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Jennifer Garner






Jennifer Anne Garner (born April 17, 1972)[1] is an American actress. Her breakthrough film debut was in the comedy Dude, Where's My Car[image: External link] (2000). Following a supporting role in Pearl Harbor, Garner gained recognition for her performance as CIA officer Sydney Bristow[image: External link] in the ABC spy-action thriller Alias[image: External link], which aired from 2001 to 2006. For her work on the series, she won a Golden Globe Award[image: External link] and a SAG Award[image: External link] and received four Emmy Award[image: External link] nominations.

While working on Alias, Garner gained a cameo role in Catch Me if You Can[image: External link] (2002), followed by a praised leading performance in the romantic comedy film 13 Going on 30[image: External link] (2004). Garner has appeared in supporting as well as lead film roles including the superhero films Daredevil (2003) and Elektra[image: External link] (2005), the comedy-drama Juno[image: External link] (2007), and the fantasy romantic comedy The Invention of Lying[image: External link] (2009). In the 2010s, she appeared in the romantic-comedy film Valentine's Day[image: External link], the fantasy comedy-drama film The Odd Life of Timothy Green[image: External link] (2012), the biographical drama Dallas Buyers Club[image: External link] (2013), and the comedy Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day[image: External link] (2014).

Garner works frequently as an activist for early childhood education and is a board member of Save the Children[image: External link]. She is also an advocate for anti-paparazzi campaigns among children of celebrities. Garner had a five-year relationship with Scott Foley[image: External link] from 1998 to 2003, during which they married. Garner married Ben Affleck in 2005, with whom she has three children; they separated in 2015 and filed for divorce in April 2017.



TOP
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 Early life




Jennifer Garner was born on April 17, 1972 in Houston[image: External link], Texas[image: External link] but moved to Charleston, West Virginia[image: External link] at the age of three.[2] Her father, William John Garner, worked as a chemical engineer for Union Carbide[image: External link] and her mother, Patricia Ann (née English), was a homemaker and, later, an English teacher at a local college.[3][4] She has an older sister, Melissa Wylie, and a younger sister, Susannah Carpenter. Garner has described herself as a typical middle child who sought to differentiate herself from her accomplished older sister.[5][6] While Garner did not grow up in a politically active household,[7] her father was "very conservative" and her mother "quietly blue[image: External link]."[8] She attended a local United Methodist Church every Sunday and went to Vacation Bible School[image: External link].[9] As teenagers, Garner and her sisters were not allowed to wear makeup, paint their nails, pierce their ears or dye their hair;[10][11] she has joked that her family's "take on the world" was "practically Amish[image: External link]."[12]

Garner attended George Washington High School[image: External link] in Charleston;[13] she played saxophone in the marching band and was water girl for the football team.[2][14] While Garner was not a bad student, she did not get "straight As" and instead wanted to perform "in any kind of production."[8] She participated in musicals at the local community theater, the Charleston Light Opera Guild,[15] and took piano, singing and ballet lessons.[14][2] In 1990, Garner enrolled at Denison University[image: External link] in Granville, Ohio[image: External link].[16] She changed her major from chemistry to theater.[17] She spent the fall semester of 1993 studying at the National Theater Institute[image: External link] at the Eugene O'Neill Theater Center[image: External link] in Waterford, Connecticut[image: External link].[18] In 1994, she graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts[image: External link] degree in theater performance.[19]
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 Acting career
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 1994–2001: Career beginnings and Alias




As a college student, Garner did summer stock theater[image: External link]. In addition to performing, Garner helped to sell tickets, build sets, and clean the venues.[20] She worked at the Timber Lake Playhouse[image: External link] in Mount Carroll, Illinois[image: External link] in 1992,[21] the Barn Theatre in Augusta, Michigan[image: External link] in 1993,[22] and the Georgia Shakespeare Festival[image: External link] in Atlanta, Georgia[image: External link] in 1994.[23] Garner moved to New York City in 1995.[24] During her first year in the city, Garner earned $150 per week as an understudy[image: External link] for a Roundabout Theatre Company[image: External link] production of A Month in the Country[image: External link], starring Helen Mirren[image: External link] and F. Murray Abraham[image: External link],[6][25] and made her first on-screen appearance as Melissa Gilbert[image: External link]'s daughter in the romance miniseries Zoya[image: External link].[26] In 1996, she played an Amish woman in the television movie Harvest of Fire[image: External link][27] and a flirtatious shopkeeper in the Western miniseries Dead Man's Walk[image: External link].[28] She appeared in the independent short film In Harm's Way[29] and made one-off appearances in the legal dramas Swift Justice[image: External link] and Law & Order[image: External link]. She met Stephen Colbert[image: External link] while filming an episode of Spin City[image: External link] and became an occasional babysitter for his children.[30] Garner also supplemented her income by working as a hostess at Isabella's restaurant on the Upper East Side[image: External link].[31]

After moving to Los Angeles in 1997, Garner won her first leading role in the television movie Rose Hill[image: External link][32] and made her first feature film appearance in the period drama Washington Square[image: External link].[33] She appeared in the comedy movie Mr. Magoo[image: External link], the independent drama 1999 and Woody Allen's Deconstructing Harry[image: External link]; most of her performance was cut from Allen's film.[34] In 1998, Garner appeared in an episode of Fantasy Island[image: External link] and was cast as a series regular in the Fox[image: External link] drama Significant Others[image: External link]. Will Joyner of The New York Times praised her ability to "provide the leavening ingredient of innocent insight"[35] but Ken Tucker of Entertainment Weekly felt there was no center to the character, as played by Garner.[36] Fox cancelled the series after airing three of six filmed episodes. Garner's most significant role of 1998 was in J.J. Abrams[image: External link]' college drama Felicity[image: External link]. During a two-episode guest appearance, she befriended Abrams and met her first husband Scott Foley[image: External link].[37] In 1999, Garner was cast as a series regular in another Fox[image: External link] drama, Time of Your Life[image: External link], but it was cancelled midway through the first season.[38] Also in 1999, she appeared in the miniseries Aftershock: Earthquake in New York[image: External link] and in two episodes of the action drama The Pretender[image: External link]. Garner played the girlfriend of Ashton Kutcher[image: External link]'s character in the comedy Dude, Where's My Car?[image: External link] (2000). In 2001, she appeared briefly opposite her husband Foley in the drama Stealing Time[image: External link] and had a small role as a nurse in the war epic Pearl Harbor.[39]

Garner rose to fame in 2001 when she was cast as the star of the ABC spy drama Alias[image: External link].[3] The show's creator, J.J. Abrams, wrote the part of Sydney Bristow[image: External link] with Garner in mind: "I always thought she had something in her personality that was funnier and sexier and smarter and more mischievous than anything I'd seen her do ... I wanted to show that."[37] However, he had to convince wary studio executives that Garner was right for the role.[40] Robert Bianco of USA Today remarked: "You've probably never noticed her. You'll notice her now ... Garner creates one of the season's strongest new characters — a sensitive young woman who hides her vulnerability behind a mean right cross."[41] Julie Salamon of The New York Times said she brought "an attractive combination of vulnerability and entrepreneurial self-protectiveness" to the role.[42] Alias aired for five seasons between 2001 and 2006; Garner's salary began at $40,000 per episode and rose to $150,000 per episode by the series' end.[43] During the show's run, Garner won a Screen Actors Guild Award for Best Actress[image: External link] and a Golden Globe Award for Best Actress[image: External link] (with a further three Globe nominations), and received four nominations for the Emmy Award for Best Actress[image: External link].
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 2002–11: Transition to film




While Alias was airing, Garner continued to work in film intermittently. She had an "other-worldly" experience when Steven Spielberg[image: External link] called to offer her a role as a high-class call girl in Catch Me if You Can[image: External link] (2002).[44] After seeing her in Alias, Speilberg felt sure "she would be the next superstar".[45] She filmed her scene opposite Leonardo DiCaprio[image: External link] during a one-day shoot.[46] Garner's first co-starring film role was in the action movie Daredevil (2003), in which she played Elektra[image: External link] to Ben Affleck's Daredevil.[47] The physicality required for the role was something Garner had discovered "an aptitude for" while working on Alias.[44][48] Elvis Mitchell of The New York Times said she "realizes Elektra more through movement than by way of her lumpy, obvious lines. She hasn't mastered the combat skill of tossing off bad material."[49] While Daredevil received mixed reviews, it was a box office success.[50] Also in 2003, Garner voiced herself in an episode of The Simpsons[image: External link].

Garner's first leading film role, in the romantic comedy 13 Going on 30[image: External link] (2004), was widely praised. She played a teenager who finds herself trapped in the body of a 30-year old. Garner chose Gary Winick[image: External link] to direct the film[51] and they continued to look for other projects to do together until his death in 2011.[52][53] Manohla Dargis of the Los Angeles Times found her "startling": "Whenever she's on screen you don't want to look anywhere else."[54] Owen Gleiberman of Entertainment Weekly praised an "utterly beguiling" performance: "You can pinpoint the moment in it when Garner becomes a star."[55] Ann Hornaday of The Washington Post remarked: "Garner is clearly cut out to be America's next Sweetheart; she has the same magic mix of allure and accessibility that the job calls for."[56] 13 Going on 30 was a moderate commercial success.[57] Garner reprised the character of Elektra in the 2005 Daredevil spin-off Elektra; it was a box office and critical failure.[58] Claudia Puig of USA Today concluded that Garner "is far more appealing when she's playing charming and adorable, as she did so winningly in 13 Going on 30.[59] Garner next starred opposite Timothy Olyphant[image: External link] in the romantic drama Catch and Release[image: External link]. Although filmed in 2005 in between seasons of Alias, it was not released until early 2007 and failed to recoup its production budget.[60] Peter Travers of Rolling Stone praised Garner's ability "to blend charm and gravity"[61] but Peter Hartlaub of the San Francisco Chronicle felt that, while her "natural beauty and likability are still assets, [she] seems occasionally challenged by what should be an easy role."[62]

After a one-year break following the conclusion of Alias, her wedding to Affleck, and the birth of her first child, Garner returned to work in 2007. Her supporting role in Juno[image: External link] as a woman desperate to adopt a child was described by Kyle Buchanan of New York Magazine as a turning point in her career: "She came into the movie a steely figure, and left it as the mother you'd give your own child to ... Writer Diablo Cody and director Jason Reitman expertly deploy Garner's innate humanity as a trump card."[63] Lisa Schwarzbaum of Entertainment Weekly said she had never "been lovelier or more affecting."[64] She played an FBI investigator in the action thriller The Kingdom[image: External link] (2007).[65][66] She was nursing her baby during filming in Arizona and was hospitalized on two occasions with heatstroke.[67] In late 2007 and early 2008, Garner played Roxanne to Kevin Kline[image: External link]'s Cyrano de Bergerac[image: External link] at the Richard Rodgers Theatre[image: External link] on Broadway. In preparation for the role, Garner worked with vocal and movement coaches and took French lessons.[25] Ben Brantley of The New York Times described her performance as "captivating": " Ms. Garner, I am pleased to report, makes Roxane a girl worth pining over ... [She] speaks Anthony Burgess’s peppery rhymed translation with unaffected sprightliness. If she’s a tad stilted in the big tragic finale, her comic timing is impeccable."[68] The New Yorker's theater critic was impressed by her "feistiness" and " lightness of comic touch".[69] The play was recorded[image: External link] before a live audience and aired on PBS in 2008. In 2007, Garner became a spokesperson of skin care brand Neutrogena[image: External link].[70]

Garner co-starred in two romantic comedies in 2009. She first appeared opposite Matthew McConaughey[image: External link] in Ghosts of Girlfriends Past[image: External link]. While Michael Phillips of The Chicago Tribune found Garner "easy to like and sharp with her timing", he was disappointed to see her as "the love interest, which is not the same as a rounded character."[71] Similarly, Manohla Dargis of The New York Times was dismayed to see the actress appear as "less a co-star than a place holder (you can almost see the words “enter generic female lead” in [the] screenplay)."[72] Garner's second performance of 2009 was opposite comedian Ricky Gervais[image: External link] in his directorial debut The Invention of Lying[image: External link]. Gervais was keen to cast Garner - "always happy and always pleasant to everyone" - against type.[73] David Edelstein of New York Magazine said she "proves again (the first time was 13 Going on 30) what a dizzying comedienne she is. She looks as if the wheels in her head are not just turning but falling off and needing to be screwed back on."[74] Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times praised an "inspired, seemingly effortless, performance"[75] while Mick LaSalle of the San Francisco Chronicle said she "has never been better onscreen ... Garner gets to show a comic facility we haven't seen before."[76] Garner then appeared in Garry Marshall[image: External link]'s ensemble romantic comedy Valentine's Day[image: External link] (2010), sharing scenes with Ashton Kutcher, Jessica Biel[image: External link] and Patrick Dempsey[image: External link].[77] In 2011, she had a supporting role in Arthur[image: External link] as the villainous arranged bride of Russell Brand[image: External link]'s character.[78][79]
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 2012–present




Garner played a mother for the first time in 2012,[5] starring opposite Joel Edgerton[image: External link] in the drama The Odd Life of Timothy Green[image: External link].[80] It received mixed reviews from critics and was a modest commercial success.[81][82] Claudia Puig of USA Today found her "convincing as a warm-hearted, if tense, mom"[83] while Michael Phillips of the Chicago Tribune said she brought "fervent sincerity and a welcome touch of comic eccentricity" to the role.[84] Also in 2012, Garner starred in the satirical comedy Butter[image: External link], which received mixed feedback from critics and poor earnings at the box office.[85][86] Peter Debruge of Variety praised "the best bigscreen use of Jennifer Garner’s comedy gifts since 13 Going on 30”[87] while Peter Travers of Rolling Stone described her as the "best in show" : "[She] knows how to play comedy of the absurd."[88] However, Scott Bowles of USA Today remarked: "Garner is a terrific actress, but here she's asked to cackle her lines in a voice a full octave above her natural one."[89] Also in 2012, she appeared opposite Alfred Molina[image: External link] in the YouTube short Serena.[90] Also in 2012, she became a spokesperson for food company Luvo.[91]

Garner reunited with Matthew McConaughey[image: External link] in the 2013 film Dallas Buyers Club[image: External link], which received positive reviews and was a box office success.[92][93] Peter Travers of Rolling Stone described her as "a radiant actress of rare spirit and sensitivity"[94] while Ann Hornaday of the Washington Post remarked: "McConaughey and Leto may have the showiest roles, but Garner deserves equal praise for her sensitive, straightforward performance."[95] Betsy Sharkey of the Los Angeles Times said: "Garner is once again cast as a quintessentially decent, all-American girl, albeit a doctor. But the question of whether the actress has deeper emotional layers to bring to the screen is not answered here."[96] David Edelstein of New York Magazine said: "It’s not a well-shaped role, but I’ve gotten to the point where I’m happy to see Garner in anything. She’s incapable of phoniness."[97] Also in 2013, she became the first celebrity spokesperson of Max Mara[image: External link].[98]

In 2014, she starred opposte Kevin Costner in the sports drama Draft Day[image: External link]. Mick LaSalle of The San Francisco Chronicle remarked: "It's not much of a role, but she's perfectly nice in it. Perhaps someday someone will give Garner a chance to be something other than perfectly nice."[99] Garner also co-starred with Steve Carell[image: External link] in the 2014 Disney adaptation[image: External link] of the popular children's book Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day[image: External link]. Sandie Angulo Chen of the Washington Post said: "Garner, who has long mastered the art of playing harried and overworked moms, is pleasantly frazzled."[100] Also in 2014, Garner appeared in Men, Women & Children[image: External link]. Christopher Orr of The Atlantic said: "Garner does what she can as the Snooping Mom from Hell, but ultimately it’s not much. The role is like a caricature of her performance in Juno, minus the ultimate (and essential) redemption."[101] In late 2014, Capital One[image: External link] signed Garner as their spokeswoman for their Capital One Venture Air Miles credit card.[102] In 2015's Danny Collins[image: External link], starring Al Pacino[image: External link] and Annette Bening, Garner had a supporting role as the wife of Bobby Cannavale[image: External link]'s character. Stephanie Merry of the Washington Post felt she "gives the movie a powerful jolt of emotion."[103]

In 2016, Garner appeared in the Christian drama Miracles from Heaven[image: External link]. Ken Jaworowski of The New York Times praised a "dedicated" and "heartfelt" performance[104] while Nigel Smith of The Guardian found "her subtly wrought work ... tremendously effective" in an otherwise "crassly manipulative" film.[105] She starred opposite Kevin Spacey in the comedy Nine Lives[image: External link]. Katie Walsh of the Los Angeles Times jokingly asked Garner to "send us some kind of signal if you need help"[106] while Peter Travers of Rolling Stone said she was "stranded in a nothing role."[107] She also made an uncredited cameo appearance in Mother's Day[image: External link].

Wakefield[image: External link] will be released in May 2017.[108] The Tribes of Palos Verdes[image: External link], filmed in 2016, is awaiting a release date. In 2017, she will provide the voice of Mama Llama for Netflix’s new original animated preschool series Llama Llama while, in 2018, she will provide a voice for a character in Amusement Park[image: External link]. In early 2017, she filmed a role in Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda[image: External link].[109] She has also filmed a role in friend Judy Greer[image: External link]'s directorial debut A Happening of Monumental Proportions, set for release in 2017.[110][111]
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In 2009, Garner became an artist ambassador for Save the Children, promoting national literacy, nutrition and early education efforts.[112][113] Since 2014,[114] Garner has served on the board of trustees for Save the Children[image: External link],[115][116] the United States branch of the British children's charity,[117] advocating for early education.[118] She had been an ambassador for six years, and frequently visits with families involved in the organization's Early Steps to School Success program, which coaches families to help children learn in the early years.[119] In 2011 she partnered with Frigidaire[image: External link] as part of her work with Save The Children.[120] In 2013, Garner took her eldest daughter Violet to a Save The Children gala in New York: "My husband and I have never taken our kids to a public event before, but I brought my daughter Violet, because ... I want her to see the passionate commitment Mark Shriver[image: External link] and Hillary Clinton have to make the world a better place for everyone."[121] In 2014, she joined the Invest in Us campaign.,[116] and in January 2015, she appeared in A Path Appears, a PBS documentary which focuses on rural poverty among children in West Virginia.[122]
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In 2007, Garner said she was not "not a particularly outwardly political person."[67] In 2002, Garner filmed a 30-second television advertisement for her childhood friend Corey Palumbo[image: External link], running as a Democratic candidate for the West Virginia House of Delegates[image: External link].[123] In 2006, Garner spoke at a rally in support of Democratic[image: External link] Congressional candidate Jerry McNerney[image: External link] in Pleasanton, California[image: External link].[124] In 2008, she hosted two fundraisers for Obama during the 2008 Democratic Primary.[125][126] In 2014, Garner donated $25,000 to the campaign of Democratic politician Wendy Davis[image: External link].[127] During the 2016 presidential campaign, Garner hosted a fundraiser for Hillary Clinton in Bozeman, Montana[image: External link][128] and attended voter registration and phone bank events for Clinton in Reno, Nevada[image: External link].[129]

Garner has campaigned for laws to protect her children from paparazzi. "There's an idea that because our pictures are everywhere that we are complicit in it. When really what happens is they're waiting outside our door every single day. My kids take karate for example, and we have our classes at the same time every week. So the guys know when we have karate, and so 20 of them wait there for us every single class. So that's a lot of energy coming at little, little kids."[130] In August 2013, Garner testified alongside Halle Berry[image: External link] before the California Assembly Judiciary Committee in support of a bill that would protect celebrities' children from harassment by photographers.[131] The bill passed in September 2013 and is now California law.[132]

In 2007, she appeared in a global warming awareness video produced by the Center for American Progress Action Fund.[133]
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 Relationships and family




Garner had a five-year relationship with Scott Foley[image: External link]. They met on the set of Felicity[image: External link] in 1998.[3] They married in a ceremony at their home on October 19, 2000 and separated in March 2003.[134] Garner filed for divorce in May 2003, citing irreconcilable differences[image: External link], and divorce papers were granted in March 2004.[135] Garner later described it as "a crushing experience. I thought the divorce statistics would never apply to me ... I wanted to be married for as long as my parents."[136][137] She dated her Alias co-star Michael Vartan[image: External link] from August 2003 to mid-2004.[138][139]

Garner began dating Ben Affleck in mid-2004,[140] having established a friendship on the sets of Pearl Harbor (2001) and Daredevil (2003).[141] They were married on June 29, 2005, in a private Turks and Caicos ceremony.[142] Victor Garber, who officiated the ceremony, and his husband Rainer Andreesen were the only guests.[143] Garner and Affleck have three children: daughters Violet Anne (b. December 2005)[144] and Seraphina "Sera" Rose Elizabeth (b. January 2009),[145] and son Samuel "Sam" Garner (b. February 2012).[146] They announced their intention to divorce in June 2015,[147] and jointly filed legal documents in April 2017, seeking joint physical and legal custody of their children.[148]
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 Religion




Although Garner stopped attending church regularly after moving to Los Angeles,[149] each of her three children were baptised as members of the United Methodist Church in her hometown of Charleston, West Virginia[image: External link].[150] In 2015, she and her family began attending weekly Methodist church services in Los Angeles.[150]
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 Stalking incident




Garner was stalked[image: External link] by Steven Burky from 2002 to 2003, and again from 2008 to 2009. She, her husband, and her daughter Violet obtained a restraining order in 2008.[151] Burky was arrested in December 2009 outside her daughter's preschool.[152] He was charged with two counts of stalking, to which he pleaded not guilty by reason of insanity[image: External link]. In March 2010, he was ruled insane, sent to California's state mental hospital, and ordered to stay away from the Affleck family for 10 years if released from hospital.[153]
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1997
	In Harm's Way
	Kelly
	



	Deconstructing Harry[image: External link]
	Woman in Elevator
	



	Washington Square[image: External link]
	Marian Almond
	



	Mr. Magoo[image: External link]
	Stacey Sampanahodrita
	



	1998
	1999
	Annabell
	



	2000
	Dude, Where's My Car?[image: External link]
	Wanda
	



	2001
	Stealing Time[image: External link]
	Kiley Bradshaw
	



	Pearl Harbor
	Nurse Sandra
	



	2002
	Catch Me If You Can[image: External link]
	Cheryl Ann
	Cameo appearance



	2003
	Daredevil
	Elektra Natchios[image: External link]
	



	2004
	13 Going on 30[image: External link]
	Jenna Rink
	



	2005
	Elektra[image: External link]
	Elektra Natchios[image: External link]
	



	2007
	Catch and Release[image: External link]
	Gray Wheeler
	



	2007
	Kingdom, TheThe Kingdom[image: External link]
	Janet Mayes
	



	Juno[image: External link]
	Vanessa Loring
	



	2009
	Ghosts of Girlfriends Past[image: External link]
	Jenny Perotti
	



	Invention of Lying, TheThe Invention of Lying[image: External link]
	Anna McDoogles
	



	2010
	Valentine's Day[image: External link]
	Julia Fitzpatrick
	



	2011
	Arthur[image: External link]
	Susan Johnson
	



	2012
	Butter[image: External link]
	Laura Pickler
	Also producer



	The Odd Life of Timothy Green[image: External link]
	Cindy Green
	



	2013
	Dallas Buyers Club[image: External link]
	Dr. Eve Saks
	



	2014
	Draft Day[image: External link]
	Ali Parker
	



	Men, Women & Children[image: External link]
	Patricia Beltmeyer
	



	Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day[image: External link]
	Kelly Cooper
	



	2015
	Danny Collins[image: External link]
	Samantha Leigh Donnelly
	



	2016
	Miracles from Heaven[image: External link]
	Christy Beam
	



	Mother's Day[image: External link]
	Dana Barton
	



	Nine Lives[image: External link]
	Lara Brand
	



	Wakefield[image: External link]
	Diana Wakefield
	



	2017
	The Tribes of Palos Verdes[image: External link]
	Sandy Mason
	In post-production



	2018
	Amusement Park[image: External link]
	(voice)
	Filming



	Simon vs. The Homo Sapiens Agenda[image: External link]
	Emily Spier
	Post-Production[154]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1995
	Danielle Steel's Zoya
	Sasha
	Movie[image: External link]



	1996
	Harvest of Fire[image: External link]
	Sarah Troyer
	Movie



	Dead Man's Walk[image: External link]
	Clara Forsythe
	Miniseries



	Swift Justice[image: External link]
	Allison
	Episode: "No Holds Barred"



	Law & Order[image: External link]
	Jaime
	Episode: " Aftershock[image: External link]"



	Spin City[image: External link]
	Becky
	Episode: "The Competition"



	1997
	Player, TheThe Player
	Celia Levison
	Movie



	Rose Hill[image: External link]
	Mary Rose Clayborne
	Movie



	1998
	Significant Others[image: External link]
	Nell Glennon
	6 episodes



	Felicity[image: External link]
	Hannah Bibb
	3 episodes



	1999
	Aftershock: Earthquake in New York[image: External link]
	Diane Agostini
	Movie



	Pretender, TheThe Pretender[image: External link]
	Billie Vaughn
	Episode: "Pool"



	1999–2000
	Time of Your Life[image: External link]
	Romy Sullivan
	19 episodes



	2001–2006
	Alias[image: External link]
	Sydney Bristow[image: External link]
	105 episodes



	2003
	Saturday Night Live
	Host
	Episode: "Jennifer Garner/ Beck[image: External link]"



	The Simpsons[image: External link]
	Herself (voice)
	Episode: "Treehouse of Horror XIV[image: External link]"



	2013
	Martha Speaks[image: External link]
	Jennifer (voice)
	Episode: "Too Many Marthas"



	2017
	Llama Llama
	Mama Llama (voice)
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Association
	Category
	Work
	Result



	2002
	Golden Globe Awards
	Best Actress – Television Series Drama[image: External link]
	Alias
	Won



	Online Film & Television Association
	Best Actress in a New Drama Series[citation needed[image: External link]]
	Won



	Best Actress in a Drama Series[citation needed[image: External link]]
	Won



	Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Lead Actress – Drama Series[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV Actress: Action/Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2003
	Golden Globe Awards
	Best Actress – Television Series Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Breakthrough Female Performance[image: External link]
	Daredevil
	Won



	Best Kiss[image: External link] (shared with Ben Affleck)
	Nominated



	Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Lead Actress – Drama Series[image: External link]
	Alias
	Nominated



	Satellite Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress – Television Series Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress on Television[image: External link]
	Won



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Movie Actress: Action/Drama[image: External link]
	Daredevil
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Female Breakout Star[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Chemistry[image: External link] (shared with Ben Affleck)
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actress: Action/Drama[image: External link]
	Alias
	Nominated



	Television Critics Association[image: External link]
	Individual Achievement in Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2004
	Golden Globe Awards
	Best Actress – Television Series Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Female Butt Kicker[image: External link]
	Daredevil
	Nominated



	Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Lead Actress – Drama Series[image: External link]
	Alias
	Nominated



	Satellite Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress – Television Series Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress on Television[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Screen Actors Guild[image: External link]
	Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	Nominated



	ShoWest Awards[image: External link]
	Female Star of Tomorrow
	Won



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV Actress: Action/Drama[image: External link]
	Alias
	Won



	Choice Movie Actress: Comedy[image: External link]
	13 Going on 30
	Nominated



	Choice Hissy Fit[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Blush[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Liplock[image: External link] (shared with Mark Ruffalo)
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Chemistry[image: External link] (shared with Mark Ruffalo)
	Nominated



	2005
	Golden Globe Awards
	Best Actress – Television Series Drama[image: External link]
	Alias
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Musical Performance[image: External link] (shared with Mark Ruffalo)
	13 Going on 30
	Nominated



	Best Kiss[image: External link] (shared with Natassia Malthe[image: External link])
	Elektra
	Nominated



	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Hair[image: External link]
	Won



	Favorite Leading Actress[image: External link]
	13 Going on 30
	Nominated



	Favorite Female TV Performer[image: External link]
	Alias
	Nominated



	Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Lead Actress – Drama Series[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Online Film & Television Association Award
	Best Actress in a Drama Series
	Nominated



	Satellite Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress – Television Series Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress on Television[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Screen Actors Guild
	Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	Won



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Female Red Carpet Fashion Icon[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie Actress: Action/Thriller[image: External link]
	Elektra
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actress: Drama[image: External link]
	Alias
	Nominated



	Choice TV: Chemistry[image: External link] (shared with Michael Vartan[image: External link])
	Nominated



	2006
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Female Action Star[image: External link]
	Elektra
	Won



	Favorite Hair[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Female TV Performer[image: External link]
	Alias
	Won



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actress on Television[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV: Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2007
	Broadcast Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Cast[image: External link]
	Juno
	Nominated



	Online Film Critics Society[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2008
	Critics' Choice Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Acting Ensemble[image: External link]
	Juno
	Nominated



	Online Film Critics Society Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2012
	ShoWest Awards
	Female Star of the Year[citation needed[image: External link]]
	Won



	2014
	Screen Actors Guild
	Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture
	Dallas Buyers Club
	Nominated



	2015
	Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Movie Actress[image: External link]
	Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day
	Nominated



	2016
	2016 Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Movie Actress: Drama[image: External link]
	Miracles from Heaven[image: External link]
	Nominated
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Casey Affleck






Caleb Casey McGuire Affleck-Boldt[1] (born August 12, 1975) is an American actor and director. He began his career as a child actor, appearing in the PBS television movie Lemon Sky[image: External link] (1988) and the ABC miniseries The Kennedys of Massachusetts[image: External link] (1990). He later appeared in three Gus Van Sant films – To Die For[image: External link] (1995), Good Will Hunting (1997), and Gerry[image: External link] (2002) – and in Steven Soderbergh's comedy heist trilogy Ocean's Eleven[image: External link] (2001), Ocean's Twelve[image: External link] (2004) and Ocean's Thirteen[image: External link] (2007). His first leading role was in Steve Buscemi[image: External link]'s independent comedy-drama Lonesome Jim[image: External link] (2006).

Affleck's breakthrough was in 2007, when he was nominated for the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] for his performance in the Western drama The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford[image: External link] and received further acclaim for his role as a conflicted private investigator in the crime drama Gone Baby Gone, directed by his brother Ben Affleck. In 2010, he directed the mockumentary I'm Still Here[image: External link], featuring his brother-in-law Joaquin Phoenix, and starred as a serial killer in The Killer Inside Me[image: External link]. He then appeared as an outlaw in Ain't Them Bodies Saints[image: External link] and as an Iraq War veteran in Out of the Furnace[image: External link] (both 2013). In 2016, Affleck appeared in the crime thriller Triple 9[image: External link], the disaster drama The Finest Hours[image: External link], and the drama Manchester by the Sea[image: External link]. For his performance as Lee Chandler, a grief-stricken man in the latter, he won more than 40 awards including the Golden Globe[image: External link], BAFTA[image: External link] and Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link] and a Screen Actors Guild Award nomination.
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 Early life




Caleb Casey McGuire Affleck was born on August 12, 1975 in Falmouth, Massachusetts, to Christopher Anne "Chris" (née Boldt) and Timothy Byers Affleck.[2][3][4] The surname "Affleck" is of Scottish origin.[5] He also has English, Irish, German, and Swiss ancestry.[6][7][8][9] His mother was a Radcliffe College[image: External link]– and Harvard–educated elementary school teacher. His father worked sporadically as an auto mechanic,[10][11] a carpenter,[12] a bookie,[13][14] an electrician,[15] a bartender,[16] and a janitor at Harvard University.[17][18][19][20] In the mid-1960s, he had been a stage manager, director, writer and actor with the Theater Company of Boston.[21][22][23]

During Affleck's childhood, his father was "a disaster of a drinker",[24] and his first experience of acting was "reenacting what was happening at home" during role play exercises at Alateen[image: External link] meetings.[25] Following his parents' divorce when he was nine, Affleck and his older brother, Ben, lived with their mother and visited their father weekly.[24] He learned to speak Spanish during a year spent travelling around Mexico with his mother and brother when he was 10.[26] The two siblings spent "all of our time together, pretty much. Obviously at school we were in different grades, but we had the same friends."[26] When Affleck was 14, his father moved to Indio, California to enter a rehabilitation facility, and later worked there as an addiction counselor.[15][27][28][29] Affleck reconnected with his father during visits to California as a teenager: "I got to know him, really, because he was sober for the first time ... The man I knew before that was just completely different."[24][30]

Growing up in a politically active, liberal household in Central Square, Cambridge[image: External link],[13][31] Affleck and his brother were surrounded by people who worked in the arts,[32] were regularly taken to the theater by their mother,[33] and were encouraged to make their own home movies.[34] The brothers sometimes appeared in local weather commercials and as movie extras because of their mother's friendship with a local casting director.[16][30][35] Affleck acted in numerous high school theater productions while a student at Cambridge Rindge and Latin School.[30][36] He has said he "wouldn’t be an actor" if not for his high school theater teacher Gerry Speca: "He kind of turned me on to acting, why it can be fun, how it can be rewarding."[36]

At the age of 18, Affleck moved to Los Angeles[image: External link] for a year to pursue an acting career, and lived with his brother and their childhood friend Matt Damon.[37] Despite having "the best possible first experience" while filming To Die For[image: External link],[38] he spent much of the year working as a busboy at a restaurant in Pasadena[image: External link][16] and decided to move to Washington, D.C.[image: External link] to study politics at George Washington University[image: External link].[16] He soon transferred to Columbia University[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link], where he followed the core curriculum[image: External link] for a total of two years.[39][40] However, he did not graduate: "I would do a semester of school, go do a movie ... Opportunities kept presenting themselves that were hard for me to turn down ... By then, I didn't really have roots at the school or a group of friends."[38]
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 Early work (1988–2006)




Affleck acted professionally during his childhood due to his mother's friendship with a Cambridge-area casting director, Patty Collinge.[38] In addition to local weather commercials and movie extra[image: External link] work,[41] he appeared as Kevin Bacon's brother in the PBS television movie Lemon Sky[image: External link] (1988), directed by Collinge's husband Jan Egleson,[38] and as a young Robert Kennedy[image: External link] in the ABC miniseries The Kennedys of Massachusetts[image: External link] (1990).[42] These early acting experiences "meant nothing more than a day off from school" to Affleck, and he only began to consider a career as an actor when in high school.[41] When he later moved to Los Angeles to pursue an acting career in earnest, his first movie role was as a sociopathic[image: External link] teenager in Gus Van Sant's 1995 satirical comedy To Die For[image: External link]. During filming in Toronto[image: External link], Affleck shared an apartment with co-star Joaquin Phoenix and they became close friends.[34] Peter Travers of Rolling Stone praised Affleck's performance, saying he "skillfully capture[s] the pang of adolescence among no-hopers."[43][44] However, Affleck then had a "disappointing" experience while making the 1996 drama Race the Sun[image: External link] and, "as soon as the film finished, I went to school."[40]

While studying at Columbia University, Affleck had a supporting role in Van Sant's Good Will Hunting (1997), written by his brother and their childhood friend Matt Damon.[16][38] Despite arranging a first meeting between Van Sant and his brother to discuss the project, Affleck was reluctant to leave college temporarily to act in the film.[40] He was eventually persuaded to play one of four friends living in South Boston[image: External link] – a role written specifically for him[37] – and improvised many of his lines.[45][46] Jay Carr of The Boston Globe praised the "emotional subtleties and variety" of the performances, and singled out "Casey Affleck's junior member of the quartet, dying to be taken as seriously as the others."[47] Following the critical and commercial success of the movie, Affleck's career opportunities did not significantly improve despite parts of his life becoming "part of pop culture and public life."[16] Also in 1997, he had a small role in Kevin Smith's Chasing Amy, starring his brother. He returned to university for a semester before quitting to focus on his acting career.[40]

Affleck's career then entered a "dark" period, with a series of supporting roles in critical and commercial failures.[37][34] He later remarked: "It dawned on me late that I should be selective about what I do."[38] In the independent comedy Desert Blue[image: External link] (1998), he starred opposite Kate Hudson[image: External link] as a small-town jock.[48] Peter Stack of the San Francisco Chronicle felt that, while "interesting", his character was "entirely underdeveloped".[49] In 1999, he made an uncredited cameo in the teen comedy American Pie[image: External link][50] and appeared as a punk rocker romantically involved with both Gaby Hoffman[image: External link] and Christina Ricci[image: External link]'s characters in the New Year's Eve ensemble comedy 200 Cigarettes.[51][52] In the comedy Drowning Mona[image: External link] (2000), starring Danny DeVito[image: External link], Affleck played a shy gardener suspected of murder.[53] Elvis Mitchell[image: External link] of The New York Times acknowledged, in an otherwise negative review, that his role was "well played".[54] Also in 2000, he had a small role in the comedy Attention Shoppers[image: External link] and played Fortinbras[image: External link] in Ethan Hawke[image: External link]'s Hamlet[image: External link].[55] He then appeared as the brother of Heather Graham[image: External link]'s character in the romantic comedy Committed[image: External link] (2001), with Emanuel Levy of Variety praising a "terrific" performance.[56] Also in 2001, he had a small role in American Pie 2[image: External link] and appeared in the teen slasher film[image: External link] Soul Survivors[image: External link]. Robert Koehler of Variety found him "bland"[57] while Carla Meyer of the San Francisco Chronicle said that he did not make "much of an impression, [but may] have been too depressed to really act."[58] One positive experience Affleck had during this period was working with Van Sant and cinematographer Harris Savides[image: External link] on Finding Forrester[image: External link] (2000) as Van Sant's assistant and technical consultant: "Can you imagine a better film school that that? Gus is not only somebody who I love a lot but is also who has taught me, maybe more than anybody else in film."[34][59]

Affleck found a degree of commercial success when he was cast in Steven Soderbergh's heist comedy Ocean's Eleven[image: External link] (2001), starring George Clooney, Brad Pitt and Damon. In roles Soderbergh originally intended for Luke Wilson[image: External link] and Owen Wilson[image: External link],[60] Affleck and Scott Caan[image: External link] played Mormon[image: External link] brothers and wisecracking mechanics who help to rob three Las Vegas casinos simultaneously.[61] While it was a "great, fun social experience," Affleck spent much of his time on set "being, like, 100 feet away from the camera in the background."[37] He would later reprise his role in Ocean's Twelve[image: External link] (2004) and Ocean's Thirteen[image: External link] (2007). In 2002, Affleck and Damon starred in Van Sant's experimental drama Gerry[image: External link], playing two men who get lost while hiking in the desert.[62][63] Affleck, Damon and Van Sant conceived of the idea and wrote the screenplay together while living in neighbouring New York apartments.[45] The film, which had minimal dialogue, received mixed reviews.[64][65] Affleck, who rarely watches his own movies,[61] said of Gerry in 2016: "That was an incredible experience. I saw one scene recently out of context at the Telluride Film Festival[image: External link] and I can't believe anyone ever sat through the whole thing. It probably works better as a whole but one scene lifted out – I thought, 'This is unbearable!'"[38] Also in 2002, Affleck starred with Damon and then-girlfriend Summer Phoenix[image: External link] in a West End[image: External link] stage production of Kenneth Lonergan's This Is Our Youth[image: External link].[16][66][67] Lonergan and Affleck became friends during rehearsals,[68] and Affleck later acted in workshop productions[image: External link] of Lonergan's plays in New York.[69][70]

Affleck's first leading role was in 2006's little-seen independent comedy-drama Lonesome Jim[image: External link], directed by Steve Buscemi[image: External link]. He played a depressed writer who returns from New York to live with his parents in Indiana, and begins a relationship with Liv Tyler's character.[71] Buscemi has said he knew Affleck would be able to carry the movie after watching his performance in Gerry.[72][73] Stephen Hunter of the Washington Post[image: External link] remarked: "Affleck's interesting .. He probably can't be a star in big movies because his drawback is a voice that sounds like a snivel drawn through a wet nasal passage into a whine ... And yet in certain kinds of films – this kind – he's 100 percent authentic."[74] Ty Burr of the Boston Globe[image: External link] said Affleck "gets so far under the skin of this semi-charming jerk that the performance becomes both brave and aggravating."[75] However, Stephen Holden of The New York Times felt it "would be a stronger movie if Mr. Affleck had the wherewithal to bare more of the passive-aggressive rage inside ... a more resourceful actor would have used this blank slate to scrawl a thousand telling details."[76] Also in 2006, he had a supporting role in the romantic comedy The Last Kiss[image: External link] as a friend of Zach Braff[image: External link]'s character.[77]
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 Breakthrough (2007–2012)




Affleck had a breakthrough year in 2007, with the release of two films featuring critically acclaimed performances.[78] The first of these performances was in the Western drama The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford[image: External link], in which he played Robert Ford[image: External link] to Brad Pitt's Jesse James[image: External link].[79] Affleck auditioned repeatedly for the role.[80] While the director Andrew Dominik[image: External link] had seen Affleck in Gerry,[81][82] he cast him partly because of his "beautiful-sounding voice. The voice is the thing that really gets you."[83][84] Manohla Dargis of The New York Times described Affleck's performance as a "revelation" which "manages to make the character seem dumb and the actor wily and smart."[85] Similarly, Claudia Puig of USA Today declared him a "real revelation [who] perfectly inhabits the role"[86] while Todd McCarthy of Variety said Affleck made "an indelible impression as the insecure, physically unprepossessing weakling."[87] Dana Stevens of Slate said "the movie belongs to Affleck [who] goes for broke in a wonderfully brave and weird performance as the craven naif Bob. Somehow he makes us want to flee this creep at top speed, even as we pray no harm will come to him." For his performance, Affleck was nominated for the Golden Globe Award, Screen Actors Guild Award[image: External link] and Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link].

While he was filming The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford in Calgary[image: External link], Affleck was visited by his brother who offered him the leading role in his directorial project, the Boston crime thriller Gone Baby Gone (2007).[38] While his brother was a first-time director and in the midst of a career downturn, Affleck had confidence in the project: "I felt like I knew him better than anyone else did."[38][88] His performance, as an inexperienced private investigator tasked with finding a missing child, earned Affleck further plaudits for his acting.[89] Manohla Dargis of The New York Times said: "I’m not sure exactly when Casey Affleck became such a good actor ... Most actors want you to love them, but [he] doesn’t seem to know that, or maybe he doesn’t care."[90] Jim Ridley of The Village Voice described him as "a major talent coming into his own"[91] while Mick LaSalle of the San Francisco Chronicle remarked that "the revelation is Casey Affleck, who heretofore has been a rather wormy, uncharismatic screen presence."[92] Ty Burr of The Boston Globe commented: "I'd never stopped to consider Casey Affleck as a movie star before, but under his big brother's tutelage, he blooms as a leading man of richly watchable savvy and intelligence."[93]

While The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford and Gone Baby Gone were a financial failure and a modest box office success respectively,[83][94] Affleck's acting career was widely believed to be at a turning point.[34] However, he lost career momentum while directing I'm Still Here[image: External link] (2010), a divisive mockumentary about the musical career of his friend and brother-in-law Joaquin Phoenix.[34] While Affleck later clarified that it was "a planned, staged and scripted work of fiction,"[95] there was much media speculation during filming about whether Phoenix's public behaviour was performance art or a genuine breakdown.[96] Claudia Puig of USA Today remarked that, "whether truth or folly, it's not particularly well made. Even in the midst of Phoenix's most oddball and obsessive torment, it's boring ... What, exactly, is the point of a joke that nobody really gets?"[97] Ty Burr of The Boston Globe described it as "an interesting but half-baked exercise in persona deconstruction, celebrity politics, and meta-meta-entertainment ... Parts of it are close to genius; most of it is actively torturous to watch."[98] Kenneth Turan of the Los Angeles Times said the film "turns out to be much more interesting to speculate about than to actually watch."[99] Reflecting on the experience in 2016, Affleck said: "We never thought people would actually think it was real ... In hindsight, we should have had a press junket and done talk shows and said how it was a mockumentary."[70]

Affleck used his own money to fund I'm Still Here and, after running out of cash,[95] filming was paused for a month to allow him to play a Texan serial killer[image: External link] in Michael Winterbottom[image: External link]'s crime drama The Killer Inside Me[image: External link] (2010).[100] Affleck later expressed regret over the movie's graphic violence.[70] Philip French of The Guardian found him "disturbingly brilliant"[101] while Peter Travers of Rolling Stone praised "a mesmeric, implosively powerful performance."[102] Mark Olsen of the Los Angeles Times said Affleck "showcases his uncanny ability to project a person holding two thoughts in his head at once, as he often gives away nothing in his face to convey the firestorm obviously raging in his soul."[103] Affleck then had a supporting role in the heist comedy Tower Heist[image: External link] (2011)[104] and voiced a character in the 2012 animation ParaNorman[image: External link].[105]
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 Wider recognition (2013–present)




After spending "a big chunk of time" directing I'm Still Here and dealing with the subsequent backlash,[106] Affleck returned to regular acting work in 2013. "It was ugly for a minute ... I sort of remembered why I liked acting and I missed it."[59] In David Lowery[image: External link]'s Ain't Them Bodies Saints[image: External link] (2013), Affleck and Rooney Mara[image: External link] starred as outlaw lovers in 1970s-era Texas.[107] Affleck was drawn to the opportunity to play a character who "was a much better person than anyone thought," after a string of roles as "assassins or murderers or just creeps."[107] Shannon M. Houston of Paste Magazine[image: External link] described him as the movie's "standout actor": "Down to his very jawline, Affleck captures the physicality and feeling of a sincerely romantic outlaw."[108] Betsy Sharkey of the Los Angeles Times remarked: "Affleck plays conflicted souls so very well ... Here you wish for a criminal's redemption."[109] Michael Phillips of the Chicago Tribune said: "He has great instincts when it comes to morally compromised anti-heroes, and without trolling for our sympathy, Affleck's Bob is more than just a collection of behaviors; it's a smartly considered performance."[110] Sebastian Doggart of The Guardian said he "shows himself again to be a master of the criminal outsider"[111] while Chuck Wilson of The Village Voice[image: External link] found him "flat-out heartbreaking."[112]

The opportunity to act opposite Christian Bale in the drama Out of the Furnace[image: External link] "reinvigorated" Affleck and reminded him why he enjoyed acting.[113] Claudia Puig of USA Today found his performance as an Iraq War[image: External link] veteran dealing with posttraumatic stress disorder[image: External link] "completely captivating ... The chemistry between Bale and Affleck is powerful, intensifying the credibility of their brotherly bond."[114] Michael Phillips of the Chicago Tribune said Affleck "finds something fierce and noble in uneven material and in his character's rage. He's not like any other actor in American movies."[115] Ann Hornaday of The Washington Post described the performance as "a searing portrayal of a young man who pushes himself to the punishing physical limit in search of both money and catharsis."[116] Manohla Dargis of The New York Times remarked that Affleck "can come across as intensely vulnerable on screen, which nicely works for a broken man like Rodney."[117] In 2014, Affleck and Jessica Chastain had supporting roles in Christopher Nolan's science fiction film Interstellar[image: External link] as the grown-up children of Matthew McConaughey[image: External link]'s character,[118] with Todd McCarthy of The Hollywood Reporter describing his character as "thinly developed".[119] Also in 2014, Affleck and producer John Powers Middleton[image: External link] launched the production company, The Affleck/Middleton Project.[120]

Affleck starred in three films in 2016, the first two of which underperformed financially.[121][122] In John Hillcoat[image: External link]'s crime thriller Triple 9[image: External link], Affleck played an uncorruptible detective. Mick LaSalle of the San Francisco Chronicle said he "arrests our attention. I wonder if any other screen actor has ever seemed so focused and so distracted at the same time. He thinks more than he says, and so we listen, trying to get the part he's leaving out."[123] Justin Chang of Variety described him as "one of the most persuasive leading men of his generation"[124] while Brogan Morris of Paste Magazine declared him "maybe Hollywood's best offbeat leading man ... Few actors can suggest so much with such quiet precision, and even here Affleck is compulsively watchable despite his undercooked character."[125] In Disney's disaster drama The Finest Hours[image: External link], Affleck played a taciturn engineer on board a sinking ship. David Sims of The Atlantic said he "gives the kind of measured, thought-out performance he's so eminently capable of, even if the film isn’t complex enough to rise to his level ... He animates an introverted character with subtle mental busywork whenever he's on the screen."[126] Sheri Linden of The Hollywood Reporter noted that he "manages to turn his man of few words into the movie's most compelling figure."[127]

In his final role of 2016, Affleck starred as Lee Chandler, a grief-stricken alcoholic[image: External link], in Kenneth Lonergan's drama Manchester By the Sea[image: External link]. One of the film's producers, Matt Damon, initially intended to star in the film. When scheduling conflicts made this unfeasible, Damon agreed to step aside on the condition that he be replaced with Affleck.[128] Lonergan readily agreed,[129] remarking that Affleck was "the natural person to go to."[130] Affleck had close relationships with both men and had previously offered notes on early drafts of the script.[61] The movie was a box office success,[131] and Affleck's performance received widespread critical praise. A.O. Scott of The New York Times described it as "one of the most fiercely disciplined screen performances in recent memory. [He] conveys both Lee's inner avalanche of feeling and the numb decorum that holds it back."[132] Kenneth Turan of the Los Angeles Times praised his "quietly ferocious performance, his willingness to submerge himself into this character to an almost frightening extent."[133] Ann Hornaday of The Washington Post said the film was "anchored by a quietly volcanic central performance by Casey Affleck, in a breathtaking breakout role he's long deserved."[134] David Fear of Rolling Stone stated: "He's given impressive turns before [but] the way Affleck gradually shows you the man's bone-deep grief and emotional damage makes you believe that one of this generation's finest actors has simply been waiting to be coaxed out."[135] Affleck won the Golden Globe[image: External link], BAFTA[image: External link], National Board of Review Award for Best Actor[image: External link], and the Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link] for his performance.

After dropping out of Lowery's Pete's Dragon[image: External link] in order to star in Manchester by the Sea,[61] Affleck reteamed with the director to star opposite Rooney Mara[image: External link] in the experimental drama A Ghost Story[image: External link], which premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in early 2017.[136] Affleck's character dies suddenly at the outset and he spends much of the film covered by a white sheet with two eye-holes, haunting his former home. David Rooney of The Hollywood Reporter said Affleck's performance managed to resonate despite limited time onscreen.[137] Peter Debruge of Variety said Affleck "has never been an easy actor to read. He’s a low-charisma mumbler who tends to keep his characters’ emotions bottled up, making him the rare performer who can convey as much with a sheet over his head as he does without."[138] Jordan Hoffman of The Guardian described him as "cinema’s finest mumbler ... I can’t even tell if he’s speaking or just emitting high-pitched vibrations anymore."[139] He directed, wrote and starred in the survival drama Light of My Life[image: External link]; it is awaiting a release date.[140][141] In early 2017, Affleck will film his third collaboration with Lowery, this time opposite Robert Redford in the outlaw drama The Old Man and the Gun[image: External link].[142] Affleck also intends to direct the Western Far Bright Star[image: External link], starring Joaquin Phoenix.[143][144]
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 Personal life
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 Relationships and family




Affleck was introduced to actress Summer Phoenix[image: External link] by her brother, Joaquin, in the mid-1990s.[16][145] They began dating in 1999,[146] and acted together in both the 2000 film Committed[147] and a 2002 stage production of This is Our Youth[image: External link].[148] The couple became engaged in January 2004[145] and married on June 3, 2006 in Savannah, Georgia.[149] They have two sons, Indiana August (b. May 2004)[26][150][151] and Atticus (b. January 2008).[150][152] By early 2015, they had privately separated.[38][153][154] They publicly announced their separation in March 2016.[155] Affleck later said: "She's the best. We're very good friends and I love her."[24] In 2016, Affleck began dating actress Floriana Lima[image: External link].[156]

In a 2016 interview, Affleck said that he had been sober for "almost three years ... My father was a disaster of a drinker, my grandmother was an alcoholic, my brother spent some time in rehab – it's in our genes."[24]
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 Political views




In 2008, Affleck filmed an episode of documentary series 4Real[image: External link], in which he visited the Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma[image: External link], and remarked upon the progress they had made due largely to "their own resourcefulness and determination and their character, and not because of the goodness of our collective heart."[157] During the 2016 presidential campaign[image: External link], Affleck supported Hillary Clinton[34][158] and characterized Donald Trump[image: External link] as "a dangerous fool."[61][159] In 2017, multiple financial contributions to Trump were made by Affleck's production company, which he co-founded with John Powers Middleton[image: External link]. In a statement, Affleck denied involvement: "I had no knowledge of it, was never asked, and never would have authorized it ... The policies of the Trump administration, and the values they represent, are antithetical to everything I believe in."[160]
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 2010 lawsuits




In 2010, Affleck was sued by two former co-workers. I'm Still Here's producer, Amanda White[image: External link], sued Affleck for $2 million. She detailed numerous "uninvited and unwelcome sexual advances" in the workplace, alleging that Affleck had allowed Spacehog[image: External link] guitarist Antony Langdon[image: External link] to expose himself in her presence, spoke "inappropriately" about her advancing age and fertility, discussed his "sexual exploits", referred to women as "cows", invaded her "personal space" by locking her out of her hotel room while entertaining another woman, attempted to "manipulate" her into staying with him in a hotel room and "violently" grabbed her by the arm when she refused.[161] The film's cinematographer, Magdalena Gorka, sued Affleck for $2.25 million.[162] Gorka alleged that she had been subjected to "routine instances" of sexual harassment by crew members including Langdon, "within the presence and with the active encouragement of Affleck."[163] While staying in Joaquin Phoenix's apartment during filming, Phoenix offered Gorka the private use of his bedroom. Affleck allegedly joined Gorka in bed while she slept, wearing only "his underwear and a t-shirt ... He had his arm around her, was caressing her back, his face was within inches of hers and his breath reeked of alcohol."[163]

In his response to White's lawsuit, Affleck alleged that her lawyer had previously engaged in "extortionate tactics" by refusing to hand over "key production documents" and trying to block the release of the film, in an effort to obtain more compensation for her work than she was "legally entitled to."[164][165][166] Affleck also submitted a number of email exchanges with White.[164] In response to the women's complaints, the film's associate producer Nicole Acacio and an unnamed female editor both defended Affleck's conduct on set.[167][168] Affleck's lawyer described both claims as "total fiction."[167][169] The lawsuits were later mediated and settled out of court.[170] Both women received credit for their work on the project, though no details of any financial settlement were released.[171]

Affleck addressed the allegations when speaking to The New York Times; he stated: "It was settled to the satisfaction of all. I was hurt and upset — I am sure all were — but I am over it. It was an unfortunate situation — mostly for the innocent bystanders of the families of those involved."[172]
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 Animal rights activism and veganism




Affleck has been a vegan[image: External link] since 1995.[173] He has been involved with animal rights[image: External link] campaigns for both PETA[image: External link][174][175][176] and Farm Sanctuary[image: External link].[177]
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 Filmography
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1995
	To Die For[image: External link]
	Russell Hines
	



	1996
	Race the Sun[image: External link]
	Daniel Webster
	



	1997
	Chasing Amy
	Little Kid
	



	1997
	Good Will Hunting
	Morgan O'Mally
	



	1998
	Desert Blue[image: External link]
	Pete Kepler
	



	1999
	200 Cigarettes
	Tom
	



	1999
	American Pie[image: External link]
	Tom Myers
	Uncredited



	1999
	Floating
	Prep #1
	



	2000
	Drowning Mona[image: External link]
	Bobby Calzone
	



	2000
	Committed[image: External link]
	Jay
	



	2000
	Hamlet[image: External link]
	Fortinbras[image: External link]
	



	2000
	Attention Shoppers[image: External link]
	Jed
	



	2001
	Ocean's Eleven[image: External link]
	Virgil Malloy
	



	2001
	American Pie 2[image: External link]
	Tom Myers
	



	2001
	Soul Survivors[image: External link]
	Sean
	



	2002
	Gerry[image: External link]
	Gerry
	Also screenwriter



	2004
	Ocean's Twelve[image: External link]
	Virgil Malloy
	



	2005
	Lonesome Jim[image: External link]
	Jim
	



	2006
	The Last Kiss[image: External link]
	Chris
	



	2007
	Ocean's Thirteen[image: External link]
	Virgil Malloy
	



	2007
	The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford[image: External link]
	Robert Ford[image: External link]
	



	2007
	Gone Baby Gone
	Patrick Kenzie
	



	2010
	The Killer Inside Me[image: External link]
	Lou Ford
	



	2010
	I'm Still Here[image: External link]
	Himself
	Also director, producer, writer, cinematographer, and editor



	2011
	Tower Heist[image: External link]
	Charlie Gibbs
	



	2012
	ParaNorman[image: External link]
	Mitch Downe
	Voice



	2013
	Ain't Them Bodies Saints[image: External link]
	Bob Muldoon
	



	2013
	Out of the Furnace[image: External link]
	Rodney Baze, Jr.
	



	2014
	Interstellar[image: External link]
	Tom Cooper
	



	2015
	Unity[image: External link][178]
	Narrator
	Documentary



	2016
	Manchester by the Sea[image: External link]
	Lee Chandler
	



	2016
	The Finest Hours[image: External link]
	Ray Sybert
	



	2016
	Triple 9[image: External link]
	Chris Allen
	



	2017
	A Ghost Story[image: External link]
	C
	



	2018
	Light of My Life[image: External link]
	Dad
	In post-production; also writer and director



	2018
	The Old Man and the Gun[image: External link]
	John Hunt
	In post-production
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1988
	Lemon Sky[image: External link]
	Jerry
	Television film



	1990
	The Kennedys of Massachusetts[image: External link]
	Robert Kennedy[image: External link] (Ages 12–15)
	Miniseries



	2010
	WWII in HD[image: External link]: The Air War
	Joe Armanini (voice)
	Television film



	2016
	Saturday Night Live
	Himself (host)
	Episode: "Casey Affleck/Chance The Rapper[image: External link]"
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 Awards and nominations




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Casey Affleck[image: External link]
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 See also





	List of actors with Academy Award nominations[image: External link]

	List of animal rights advocates[image: External link]
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List of awards and nominations received by Ben Affleck






The following is a list of awards and nominations received by actor, producer, director Ben Affleck. In 1997, Affleck gained recognition as a writer when he won the Academy Award and Golden Globe Award for Best Original Screenplay for Good Will Hunting (1997), which he co-wrote and in which he co-starred with actor Matt Damon. Affleck is also a critically acclaimed film director. He directed and starred in The Town (2010) and Argo (2012), which won him the Golden Globe Award, BAFTA, and Directors Guild Award for Best Director, and the Golden Globe Award, BAFTA, the Producers Guild Award, and the Academy Award for Best Picture.[1][2][3]

Major associations

Academy Awards



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result



	1997
	Good Will Hunting
	Original Screenplay[image: External link]
	Won



	2012
	Argo
	Best Picture
	Won




BAFTA Awards



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result



	2012
	Argo
	Best Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Direction (as the screenplay writer)
	Won



	Best Film (as producer)
	Won




Golden Globe Awards



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result



	1997
	Good Will Hunting
	Best Screenplay (as writer), shared with Matt Damon
	Won



	2006
	Hollywoodland[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor - Motion Picture[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2012
	Argo
	Best Director (as director)
	Won



	Best Motion Picture – Drama (as producer)
	Won




Screen Actors Guild Awards



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result



	1997
	Good Will Hunting
	Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture
	Nominated



	1998
	Shakespeare in Love
	Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture
	Won



	2012
	Argo
	Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture
	Won




Other awards and nominations

American Film Institute[image: External link]



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result



	2012
	Argo
	Movie of the Year[image: External link] (as producer)
	Won




Directors Guild of America Award[image: External link]



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result



	2012
	Argo
	Outstanding Directing – Feature Film (as director)
	Won




Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link]



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result



	2002
	Project Greenlight
	Outstanding Reality Program
	Nominated



	2004
	Nominated



	2005
	Nominated




MTV Movie Awards[image: External link]



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result



	1997
	Good Will Hunting
	Best On-Screen Duo[image: External link] shared with Matt Damon
	Nominated



	1998
	Armageddon
	Best Performance - Male[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best On-Screen Duo[image: External link] shared with Liv Tyler
	Nominated



	2000
	Bounce
	Best Kiss[image: External link] shared with Gwyneth Paltrow
	Nominated



	2012
	Argo
	Best Performance[image: External link]
	Nominated




Producers Guild of America Award[image: External link]



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result



	2012
	Argo
	Best Theatrical Motion Picture (as producer)
	Won




Golden Raspberry Awards[image: External link]



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result



	1998[image: External link]
	Armageddon
	Worst Screen Combo[image: External link] (with Liv Tyler)
	Nominated



	2001[image: External link]
	Pearl Harbor
	Worst Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Worst Screen Combo[image: External link] (with either Kate Beckinsale or Josh Hartnett[image: External link])
	Nominated



	2003[image: External link]
	Daredevil, Gigli and Paycheck
	Worst Actor[image: External link]
	Won



	Gigli
	Worst Screen Combo[image: External link] (with Jennifer Lopez)
	Won



	2004[image: External link]
	Jersey Girl
	Worst Screen Combo[image: External link] (with either Jennifer Lopez or Liv Tyler)
	Nominated



	Jersey Girl and Surviving Christmas
	Worst Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2009[image: External link]
	Daredevil, Gigli, Jersey Girl, Paycheck, Pearl Harbor and Surviving Christmas
	Worst Actor of the Decade[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2014[image: External link]
	From RAZZIE “Winner” for Gigli to Oscar Darling for Argo and Gone Girl
	The Razzie Redeemer Award[image: External link]
	Won



	2016[image: External link]
	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice
	Worst Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Worst Screen Combo[image: External link] (with Henry Cavill[image: External link])
	Won




Satellite Awards[image: External link]



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result



	1997
	Good Will Hunting
	Best Original Screenplay (as writer) shared with Matt Damon[4]
	Won



	2010
	The Town
	Best Director[image: External link] (as director)[5]
	Nominated



	Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link] (as writer)[5]
	Nominated



	2012
	Argo
	Best Director[image: External link] (as director)[6]
	Nominated



	Best Film[image: External link] (as producer)[6]
	Nominated




Saturn Awards[image: External link]



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result



	1998
	Armageddon
	Best Supporting Actor
	Nominated



	2006
	Hollywoodland[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor
	Won




Venice Film Festival[image: External link]



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result



	2006
	Hollywoodland[image: External link]
	Volpi Cup - Best Actor[image: External link]
	Won




Miscellaneous awards



	Year
	Nominated work
	Category
	Result



	2006
	Hollywoodland
	Chicago Film Critics Association Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2010
	The Town
	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Acting Ensemble[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Screenplay
	Nominated



	Denver Film Critics Society for Best Adapted Screenplay
	Nominated



	San Diego Film Critics Society Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2012
	Argo
	AACTA International Award for Best Film[image: External link]
	Nominated



	AACTA International Award for Best Direction[image: External link]
	Nominated



	African-American Film Critics Association for Best Picture[image: External link]
	Nominated



	African-American Film Critics Association for Best Director[image: External link]
	Won



	Chicago Film Critics Association Award for Best Director[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Chicago Film Critics Association Award for Best Film[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Picture[image: External link]
	Won



	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Director
	Won



	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Acting Ensemble[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Dallas–Fort Worth Film Critics Association Award for Best Film[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Dallas–Fort Worth Film Critics Association Award for Best Director[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Denver Film Critics Society for Best Film
	Won



	Denver Film Critics Society for Best Director
	Won



	Florida Film Critics Circle Award for Best Film[image: External link]
	Won



	Florida Film Critics Circle Award for Best Director[image: External link]
	Won



	Houston Film Critics Society Award[image: External link] for Best Picture
	Won



	Houston Film Critics Society Award[image: External link] for Best Director
	Won



	New York Film Critics Circle Award for Best Film[image: External link]
	Nominated



	New York Film Critics Circle Award for Best Director[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Online Film Critics Society Award for Best Picture[image: External link]
	Won



	Online Film Critics Society Award for Best Director[image: External link]
	Nominated



	San Diego Film Critics Society Award for Best Film[image: External link]
	Won



	San Diego Film Critics Society Award for Best Director[image: External link]
	Won



	2016
	The Accountant
	People's Choice Award[image: External link] for Favorite Dramatic Movie Actor
	Nominated



	2017
	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice
	Kids' Choice Award[image: External link] for Favorite Movie Actor
	Nominated



	Kids' Choice Award[image: External link] for Favorite Butt-Kicker
	Nominated



	Kids' Choice Award[image: External link] for Favorite Frenemies (shared with Henry Cavill[image: External link])
	Nominated




See also


	Ben Affleck filmography
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Academy Awards






"Oscars" and "The Oscar" redirect here. For other uses, see Oscar (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Academy Awards, now known officially as the Oscars,[1] is a set of twenty-four awards for artistic and technical merit in the American film industry, given annually by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link] (AMPAS), to recognize excellence in cinematic achievements as assessed by the Academy's voting membership. The various category winners are awarded a copy of a golden statuette, officially called the "Academy Award of Merit", which has become commonly known by its nickname "Oscar". The awards, first presented in 1929[image: External link] at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel[image: External link], are overseen by AMPAS.[2][3]

The awards ceremony was first broadcast on radio in 1930 and televised for the first time in 1953. It is now seen live in more than 200 countries and can be streamed live online.[4] The Academy Awards ceremony is the oldest worldwide entertainment awards ceremony. Its equivalents – the Emmy Awards[image: External link] for television, the Tony Awards[image: External link] for theater, and the Grammy Awards[image: External link] for music and recording – are modeled after the Academy Awards.[5]

The 89th Academy Awards[image: External link] ceremony, honoring the best films of 2016[image: External link], were held on February 26, 2017, at the Dolby Theatre[image: External link], in Los Angeles[image: External link], California[image: External link]. The ceremony was hosted by Jimmy Kimmel[image: External link] and was broadcast on ABC. A total of 3,048 Oscars have been awarded from the inception of the award through the 88th[image: External link].[6]
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 History




The first Academy Awards[image: External link] presentation was held on May 16, 1929, at a private dinner function at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel[image: External link] with an audience of about 270 people. The post-awards party was held at the Mayfair Hotel.[7] The cost of guest tickets for that night's ceremony was $5 ($70 in 2016 dollars). Fifteen statuettes were awarded, honoring artists, directors and other participants in the film-making industry of the time, for their works during the 1927–28 period. The ceremony ran for 15 minutes.

Winners were announced to media three months earlier. That was changed for the second ceremony in 1930. Since then, for the rest of the first decade, the results were given to newspapers for publication at 11:00 pm on the night of the awards.[7] This method was used until an occasion when the Los Angeles Times announced the winners before the ceremony began; as a result, the Academy has, since 1941, used a sealed envelope to reveal the name of the winners.[7]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Institutions




The first Best Actor awarded was Emil Jannings, for his performances in The Last Command[image: External link] and The Way of All Flesh[image: External link]. He had to return to Europe before the ceremony, so the Academy agreed to give him the prize earlier; this made him the first Academy Award winner in history. At that time, the winners were recognized for all of their work done in a certain category during the qualifying period; for example, Jannings received the award for two movies in which he starred during that period, and Janet Gaynor[image: External link] later won a single Oscar for performances in three films. With the fourth ceremony, however, the system changed, and professionals were honored for a specific performance in a single film. For the first six ceremonies, the eligibility period spanned two calendar years.[7]

At the 29th ceremony, held on March 27, 1957, the Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link] category was introduced. Until then, foreign-language films had been honored with the Special Achievement Award.

The 74th Academy Awards, held in 2002, presented the first Academy Award for Best Animated Feature[image: External link].

Since 1973, all Academy Awards ceremonies have ended with the Academy Award for Best Picture.
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 Oscar statuette
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 Other awards presented by the Academy





	See also § Special categories (below).



In addition to the Academy Award of Merit (Oscar award), there are nine honorary (non-competitive) awards presented by the Academy from time to time (except for the Academy Honorary Award, the Technical Achievement Award, and the Student Academy Awards, which are presented annually):


	
Governors Awards[image: External link]:

	The Academy Honorary Award[image: External link] (annual) (which may or may not be in the form of an Oscar statuette);

	The Irving G. Thalberg Memorial Award[image: External link] (since 1938) (in the form of a bust of Thalberg);

	The Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award[image: External link] (since 1957) (in the form of an Oscar statuette);





	The Academy Scientific and Technical Awards[image: External link]:

	Academy Award of Merit (non-competitive) (in the form of an Oscar statuette);

	
Scientific and Engineering Award[image: External link] (in the form of a bronze tablet);

	
Technical Achievement Award[image: External link] (annual) (in the form of a certificate);

	The John A. Bonner Medal of Commendation[image: External link] (since 1978) (in the form of a medal);

	The Gordon E. Sawyer Award[image: External link] (since 1982); and





	The Academy Student Academy Awards[image: External link] (annual).



The Academy also awards Nicholl Fellowships in Screenwriting[image: External link].
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 Academy Award of Merit (Oscar statuette)





	See also § Awards of Merit categories (below)



The best known award is the Academy Award of Merit, more popularly known as the Oscar statuette.[8] Made of gold-plated britannium[image: External link] on a black metal base, it is 13.5 in (34.3 cm) tall, the award weighs 8.5 lb (3.856 kg) and depicts a knight rendered in Art Deco[image: External link] style holding a crusader's[image: External link] sword standing on a reel of film with five spokes. The five spokes represent the original branches of the Academy: Actors, Writers, Directors, Producers, and Technicians.[9]

The model for the statuette is said to be Mexican actor Emilio "El Indio" Fernández[image: External link].[10] Sculptor George Stanley[image: External link] (who also did the Muse Fountain at the Hollywood Bowl[image: External link]) sculpted Cedric Gibbons[image: External link]' design. The statuettes presented at the initial ceremonies were gold-plated solid bronze. Within a few years the bronze was abandoned in favor of britannia metal, a pewter-like alloy which is then plated in copper, nickel silver, and finally, 24-karat gold.[11] Due to a metal shortage during World War II, Oscars were made of painted plaster for three years. Following the war, the Academy invited recipients to redeem the plaster figures for gold-plated metal ones.[12] The only addition to the Oscar since it was created is a minor streamlining of the base. The original Oscar mold was cast in 1928 at the C.W. Shumway & Sons[image: External link] Foundry in Batavia, Illinois[image: External link], which also contributed to casting the molds for the Vince Lombardi Trophy[image: External link] and Emmy Award[image: External link]'s statuettes. From 1983 to 2015,[13] approximately 50 Oscars were made each year in Chicago by Illinois manufacturer R.S. Owens & Company[image: External link].[14] It takes between three and four weeks to manufacture 50 statuettes.[10] In 2016, the Academy returned to bronze as the core metal of the statuettes, handing manufacturing duties to Rock Tavern, New York[image: External link]-based Polich Tallix Fine Art Foundry.[15] While based on a digital scan of an original 1929 Oscar, the new statuettes will retain their modern-era dimensions and black pedestal. Cast in liquid bronze from 3D-printed[image: External link] ceramic molds and polished, they are then electroplated in 24-karat gold by Brooklyn, New York[image: External link]–based Epner Technology. The time required to produce 50 such statuettes is roughly 3 months.[16] R.S. Owens is expected to continue producing other awards for the Academy and service existing Oscars.[17]
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 Naming




The origin of the name Oscar is disputed. One biography of Bette Davis[image: External link], who was a president of the Academy, claims that she named the Oscar after her first husband, band leader Harmon Oscar Nelson.[18] Another claimed origin is that the Academy's Executive Secretary, Margaret Herrick[image: External link], first saw the award in 1931 and made reference to the statuette's reminding her of her "Uncle Oscar" (a nickname for her cousin Oscar Pierce).[19] Columnist Sidney Skolsky was present during Herrick's naming and seized the name in his byline, "Employees have affectionately dubbed their famous statuette 'Oscar'." [20]

One of the earliest mentions of the term Oscar dates back to a Time magazine article about the 1934 6th Academy Awards[image: External link].[21] Walt Disney[image: External link] is also quoted as thanking the Academy for his Oscar as early as 1932.[22] The trophy was officially dubbed the "Oscar" in 1939 by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
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 Engraving




To prevent information identifying the Oscar winners from leaking ahead of the ceremony, Oscar statuettes presented at the ceremony have blank baseplates. Until 2010, winners were expected to return the statuettes to the Academy after the ceremony and wait several weeks to have inscriptions applied. Since 2010, winners have had the option of having engraved nameplates applied to their statuettes at an inscription-processing station at the Governor's Ball, a party held immediately after the Oscar ceremony. In 2010, the R.S. Owens company made 197 engraved nameplates ahead of the ceremony, bearing the names of every potential winner. The 175 or so nameplates for non-winning nominees were recycled afterwards.[23][24]
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 Ownership of Oscar statuettes




Since 1950, the statuettes have been legally encumbered by the requirement that neither winners nor their heirs may sell the statuettes without first offering to sell them back to the Academy for US$1. If a winner refuses to agree to this stipulation, then the Academy keeps the statuette. Academy Awards not protected by this agreement have been sold in public auctions and private deals for six-figure sums.[25] In December 2011, Orson Welles' 1941 Oscar for Citizen Kane[image: External link] (Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]) was put up for auction, after his heirs won a 2004 court decision contending that Welles did not sign any agreement to return the statue to the Academy.[26] On December 20, 2011, it sold in an online auction for US$861,542.[27]

In 1992, Harold Russell[image: External link] needed money for his wife's medical expenses. In a controversial decision, he consigned his 1946 Oscar for Best Supporting Actor for The Best Years of Our Lives[image: External link] to Herman Darvick Autograph Auctions, and on August 6, 1992, in New York City[image: External link], the Oscar sold to a private collector for $60,500. Since he won the award before 1950, he was not required to offer it to the Academy first. Russell defended his decision, saying, "I don't know why anybody would be critical. My wife's health is much more important than sentimental reasons. The movie will be here, even if Oscar isn't." Harold Russell is the only Academy Award-winning actor to ever sell an Oscar.[citation needed[image: External link]]

While the Oscar is owned by the recipient, it is essentially not on the open market.[28] Michael Todd's[image: External link] grandson tried to sell Todd's Oscar statuette to a movie prop collector in 1989, but the Academy won the legal battle by getting a permanent injunction. Although some Oscar sales transactions have been successful, some buyers have subsequently returned the statuettes to the Academy, which keeps them in its treasury.[29]
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 Nomination




Since 2004, Academy Award nomination results have been announced to the public in late January. Prior to that, the results were announced in early February.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Voters




The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS), a professional honorary organization, maintains a voting membership of 5,783 as of 2012.[30]

Academy membership is divided into different branches, with each representing a different discipline in film production. Actors constitute the largest voting bloc, numbering 1,311 members (22 percent) of the Academy's composition. Votes have been certified by the auditing firm PricewaterhouseCoopers[image: External link] (and its predecessor Price Waterhouse[image: External link]) for the past 83 annual awards ceremonies.[31][32]

All AMPAS members must be invited to join by the Board of Governors, on behalf of Academy Branch Executive Committees. Membership eligibility may be achieved by a competitive nomination or a member may submit a name based on other significant contributions to the field of motion pictures.

New membership proposals are considered annually. The Academy does not publicly disclose its membership, although as recently as 2007 press releases have announced the names of those who have been invited to join. The 2007 release also stated that it has just under 6,000 voting members. While the membership had been growing, stricter policies have kept its size steady since then.[33]

In 2012, the results of a study conducted by the Los Angeles Times were published describing the demographic breakdown of approximately 88% of AMPAS' voting membership. Of the 5,100+ active voters confirmed, 94% were Caucasian, 77% were male, and 54% were found to be over the age of 60. 33% of voting members are former nominees (14%) and winners (19%).[34]

In May 2011, the Academy sent a letter advising its 6,000 or so voting members that an online system for Oscar voting would be implemented in 2013.[35]
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 Rules




According to Rules 2 and 3 of the official Academy Awards Rules, a film must open in the previous calendar year, from midnight at the start of January 1 to midnight at the end of December 31, in Los Angeles County, California[image: External link], and play for seven consecutive days, to qualify (except for the Best Foreign Language Film, Best Documentary Feature, and Best Documentary Short Subject).[36][37]

The Best Foreign Language Film award does not require a U.S. release. The Best Documentary Feature award requires week-long releases in both Los Angeles County and New York City[image: External link] during the previous calendar year.[38]

The Best Documentary Short Subject award has noticeably different eligibility rules from most other competitive awards. First, the qualifying period for release does not coincide with a calendar year, instead covering a one-year period starting on September 1 and ending on the August 31 of the calendar year before the ceremony. Second, there are multiple methods of qualification. The main method is a week-long theatrical release in either Los Angeles County or New York City during the eligibility period. Films also can qualify by winning specified awards at one of a number of competitive film festivals designated by the Academy. Finally, a film that is selected as a gold, silver, or bronze medal winner in the Documentary category of the immediately previous Student Academy Awards is also eligible.[39]

For example, the 2009 Best Picture winner, The Hurt Locker[image: External link], was actually first released in 2008, but did not qualify for the 2008 awards[image: External link] as it did not play its Oscar-qualifying run in Los Angeles until mid-2009, thus qualifying for the 2009 awards[image: External link]. Foreign films must include English subtitles, and each country can submit only one film per year.[40]

Rule 2 states that a film must be feature-length, defined as a minimum of 40 minutes, except for short-subject awards, and it must exist either on a 35 mm[image: External link] or 70 mm film[image: External link] print or in 24 frame/s or 48 frame/s progressive scan[image: External link] digital cinema[image: External link] format with a minimum projector resolution of 2048 by 1080 pixels.[41] Effective with the 90th Academy Awards[image: External link], to be presented in 2018, multi-part and limited series will be ineligible for the Best Documentary Feature award. This followed the win of O.J.: Made in America[image: External link], an eight-hour presentation that was screened in a limited release before being broadcast in five parts on ABC and ESPN[image: External link], in that category in 2017[image: External link]. It must be noted that the Academy's announcement of the new rule made no direct mention of that film.[42]

Producers must submit an Official Screen Credits online form before the deadline; in case it is not submitted by the defined deadline, the film will be ineligible for Academy Awards in any year. The form includes the production credits for all related categories. Then, each form is checked and put in a Reminder List of Eligible Releases.

In late December ballots and copies of the Reminder List of Eligible Releases are mailed to around 6,000 active members. For most categories, members from each of the branches vote to determine the nominees only in their respective categories (i.e. only directors vote for directors, writers for writers, actors for actors, etc.). In the special case of Best Picture, all voting members are eligible to select the nominees. In all major categories, a variant of the single transferable vote[image: External link] is used, with each member casting a ballot with up to five nominees (ten for Best Picture) ranked preferentially.[43][44][45] In certain categories, including Foreign Film, Documentary and Animated Feature Film, nominees are selected by special screening committees made up of members from all branches.

In most categories the winner is selected from among the nominees by plurality voting[image: External link] of all members.[43][45] Since 2009, the Best Picture winner has been chosen by instant runoff voting[image: External link].[45][46] Since 2013, re-weighted range voting[image: External link] has been used to select the nominees for the Best Visual Effects[image: External link].[47][48]

Film companies will spend as much as several million dollars on marketing to awards voters for a movie in the running for Best Picture, in attempts to improve chances of receiving Oscars and other movie awards conferred in Oscar season[image: External link]. The Academy enforces rules to limit overt campaigning by its members so as to try to eliminate excesses and prevent the process from becoming undignified. It has an awards czar on staff who advises members on allowed practices and levies penalties on offenders.[49] For example, a producer of the 2009 Best Picture nominee The Hurt Locker[image: External link] was disqualified as a producer in the category when he contacted associates urging them to vote for his film and not another that was seen as the front-runner (The Hurt Locker eventually won).
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 Awards ceremonies




See also: List of Academy Awards ceremonies[image: External link]
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 Telecast




The major awards are presented at a live televised ceremony, most commonly in late February or early March following the relevant calendar year, and six weeks after the announcement of the nominees. It is the culmination of the film awards season, which usually begins during November or December of the previous year. This is an elaborate extravaganza, with the invited guests walking up the red carpet in the creations of the most prominent fashion designers of the day. Black tie[image: External link] dress is the most common outfit for men, although fashion may dictate not wearing a bow-tie[image: External link], and musical performers sometimes do not adhere to this. (The artists who recorded the nominees for Best Original Song quite often perform those songs live at the awards ceremony, and the fact that they are performing is often used to promote the television broadcast.)

The Academy Awards is the only awards show that is televised live in all United States time zones (excluding Hawaii; they aired live in Alaska[image: External link] starting in 2011 for the first time since 1996), Canada, the United Kingdom, and gathers millions of viewers elsewhere throughout the world.The Oscars were first televised in 1953 by NBC, which continued to broadcast the event until 1960, when ABC took over, televising the festivities (including the first color broadcast of the event in 1966) through 1970, after which NBC resumed the broadcasts. ABC once again took over broadcast duties in 1976, and has broadcast the Oscars ever since; its current contract with the Academy runs through 2028.[50] The Academy has also produced condensed versions of the ceremony for broadcast in international markets (especially those outside of the Americas) in more desirable local timeslots. The ceremony was broadcast live internationally for the first time via satellite in 1970, but only two South American countries, Chile and Brazil, purchased the rights to air the broadcast. By that time, the television rights to the Academy Awards had been sold in 50 countries. A decade later, the rights were already being sold to 60 countries, and by 1984, the TV rights to the Awards were licensed in 76 countries.

The ceremonies were moved up from late March or early April to late February or early March starting in 2004 to help disrupt and shorten the intense lobbying and ad campaigns[image: External link] associated with Oscar season[image: External link] in the film industry. Another reason was because of the growing TV ratings success of the NCAA Division I Men's Basketball Tournament[image: External link], which would cut into the Academy Awards audience. The earlier date is also to the advantage of ABC, as it now usually occurs during the highly profitable and important February sweeps[image: External link] period. Some years, the ceremony is moved into early March in deference to the Winter Olympics[image: External link]. Another reason for the move to late February and early March is to avoid the awards ceremony occurring so close to the religious holidays of Passover[image: External link] and Easter[image: External link], which for decades had been a grievance from members and the general public. Advertising is somewhat restricted, however, as traditionally no movie studios or competitors of official Academy Award sponsors may advertise during the telecast. The Awards show holds the distinction of having won the most Emmys[image: External link] in history, with 47 wins and 195 nominations.[51]

After many years of being held on Mondays at 9:00 pm Eastern[image: External link]/6:00 p.m Pacific[image: External link], in 1999 the ceremonies were moved to Sundays at 8:30 pm Eastern/5:30 pm Pacific.[52] The reasons given for the move were that more viewers would tune in on Sundays, that Los Angeles rush-hour traffic jams could be avoided, and that an earlier start time would allow viewers on the East Coast to go to bed earlier.[53] For many years the film industry had opposed a Sunday broadcast because it would cut into the weekend box office.[54] The Academy has contemplated moving the ceremony even further back into January, citing TV viewers' fatigue with the film industry's long awards season. However, such an accelerated schedule would dramatically decrease the voting period for its members, to the point where some voters would only have time to view the contending films streamed on their computers (as opposed to traditionally receiving the films and ballots in the mail). Also, a January or early-February ceremony held on a Sunday would have to compete with National Football League[image: External link] playoff games such as the Super Bowl[image: External link].[55]

Originally scheduled for April 8, 1968, the 40th Academy Awards[image: External link] ceremony was postponed for two days, because of the assassination[image: External link] of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link]. On March 30, 1981, the 53rd Academy Awards[image: External link] was postponed for one day, after the shooting[image: External link] of President Ronald Reagan[image: External link] and others in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]

In 1993, an In Memoriam segment was introduced,[56] honoring those who had made a significant contribution to cinema who had died in the preceding 12 months, a selection compiled by a small committee of Academy members.[57] This segment has drawn criticism over the years for the omission of some names. Criticism was also levied for many years regarding another aspect, with the segment having a "popularity contest[image: External link]" feel as the audience varied their applause to those who had died by the subject's cultural impact; the applause has since been muted during the telecast, and the audience is discouraged from clapping during the segment and giving silent reflection instead.

In terms of broadcast length, the ceremony generally averages three and a half hours. The first Oscars, in 1929, lasted 15 minutes. At the other end of the spectrum, the 2002 ceremony lasted four hours and twenty-three minutes.[58][59] In 2010, the organizers of the Academy Awards announced that winners' acceptance speeches[image: External link] must not run past 45 seconds. This, according to organizer Bill Mechanic, was to ensure the elimination of what he termed "the single most hated thing on the show" – overly long and embarrassing displays of emotion.[60] In 2016, in a further effort to streamline speeches, winners' dedications were displayed on an on-screen ticker[image: External link].[61]

Although still dominant in ratings, the viewership of the Academy Awards have steadily dropped; the 88th Academy Awards[image: External link] were the lowest-rated in the past eight years (although with increases in male and 18-49 viewership), while the show itself also faced mixed reception. Following the show, Variety reported that ABC was, in negotiating an extension to its contract to broadcast the Oscars, seeking to have more creative control over the broadcast itself. Currently and nominally, AMPAS is responsible for most aspects of the telecast, including the choice of production staff and hosting, although ABC is allowed to have some input on their decisions.[62] In August 2016, AMPAS extended its contract with ABC through 2028: the contract does not contain any notable changes, nor gives ABC any further creative control over the telecast.[63]
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 TV ratings




Historically, the "Oscarcast" has pulled in a bigger haul when box-office hits are favored to win the Best Picture trophy. More than 57.25 million viewers tuned to the telecast for the 70th Academy Awards[image: External link] in 1998, the year of Titanic, which generated close to US$600 million at the North American box office pre-Oscars.[64] The 76th Academy Awards[image: External link] ceremony in which The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King (pre-telecast box office earnings of US$368 million) received 11 Awards including Best Picture drew 43.56 million viewers.[65] The most watched ceremony based on Nielsen ratings[image: External link] to date, however, was the 42nd Academy Awards[image: External link] (Best Picture Midnight Cowboy[image: External link]) which drew a 43.4% household rating on 7 April 1970.[66]

By contrast, ceremonies honoring films that have not performed well at the box office tend to show weaker ratings. The 78th Academy Awards[image: External link] which awarded low-budgeted, independent film Crash[image: External link] (with a pre-Oscar gross of US$53.4 million) generated an audience of 38.64 million with a household rating of 22.91%.[67] In 2008, the 80th Academy Awards[image: External link] telecast was watched by 31.76 million viewers on average with an 18.66% household rating, the lowest rated and least watched ceremony to date, in spite of celebrating 80 years of the Academy Awards.[68] The Best Picture winner of that particular ceremony was another independently financed film (No Country for Old Men[image: External link]).
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 Venues




In 1929, the first Academy Awards were presented at a banquet dinner at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel[image: External link]. From 1930 to 1943, the ceremony alternated between two venues: the Ambassador Hotel[image: External link] on Wilshire Boulevard[image: External link] and the Biltmore Hotel[image: External link] in downtown Los Angeles.

Grauman's Chinese Theatre[image: External link] in Hollywood then hosted the awards from 1944 to 1946, followed by the Shrine Auditorium[image: External link] in Los Angeles from 1947 to 1948. The 21st Academy Awards[image: External link] in 1949 were held at the Academy Award Theatre at what was the Academy's headquarters on Melrose Avenue[image: External link] in Hollywood.[69]

From 1950 to 1960, the awards were presented at Hollywood's Pantages Theatre[image: External link]. With the advent of television, the awards from 1953 to 1957 took place simultaneously in Hollywood and New York, first at the NBC International Theatre[image: External link] (1953) and then at the NBC Century Theatre[image: External link], after which the ceremony took place solely in Los Angeles. The Oscars moved to the Santa Monica Civic Auditorium[image: External link] in Santa Monica, California[image: External link] in 1961. By 1969, the Academy decided to move the ceremonies back to Los Angeles, this time to the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion[image: External link] at the Los Angeles County Music Center[image: External link].

In 2002, the Dolby Theatre[image: External link] (previously known as the Kodak Theatre) became the presentation's current venue.[70]
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 Awards of Merit categories
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 Current categories






	
Best Picture: since 1928.

	
Best Director[image: External link]: since 1928

	
Best Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link]: since 1928

	
Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]: since 1936

	
Best Actress in a Leading Role[image: External link]: since 1928

	
Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link]: since 1936

	
Best Animated Feature[image: External link]: since 2001

	
Best Animated Short Film[image: External link]: since 1931

	
Best Cinematography[image: External link]: since 1928

	
Best Costume Design[image: External link]: since 1948

	
Best Documentary Feature[image: External link]: since 1943

	
Best Documentary Short Subject[image: External link]: since 1941

	
Best Film Editing[image: External link]: since 1934

	
Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link]: since 1947

	
Best Live Action Short Film[image: External link]: since 1931

	
Best Makeup and Hairstyling[image: External link]: since 1981

	
Best Original Score[image: External link]: since 1934

	
Best Original Song[image: External link]: since 1934

	
Best Production Design[image: External link]: since 1928

	
Best Sound Editing[image: External link]: since 1963

	
Best Sound Mixing[image: External link]: since 1930

	
Best Visual Effects[image: External link]: since 1939

	
Best Writing (Adapted Screenplay)[image: External link]: since 1928

	
Best Writing (Original Screenplay): since 1940





In the first year of the awards, the Best Directing award was split into two categories (Drama and Comedy). At times, the Best Original Score award has also been split into separate categories (Drama and Comedy/Musical). From the 1930s through the 1960s, the Art Direction (now Production Design), Cinematography, and Costume Design awards were likewise split into two categories (black-and-white films and color films). Prior to 2012, the Production Design award was called Art Direction, while the Makeup and Hairstyling award was called Makeup.

Another award, entitled the Academy Award for Best Original Musical[image: External link], is still in the Academy rulebooks and has yet to be discontinued. However, due to continuous insufficient eligibility each year, it has not been awarded since 1984 (when Purple Rain[image: External link] won).[71]
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 Discontinued categories






	
Best Assistant Director[image: External link]: 1933 to 1937

	
Best Director, Comedy Picture[image: External link]: 1928 only

	
Best Dance Direction[image: External link]: 1935 to 1937

	
Best Engineering Effects[image: External link]: 1928 only

	
Best Original Musical or Comedy Score[image: External link]: 1995 to 1998

	
Best Original Story[image: External link]: 1928 to 1956

	
Best Score – Adaptation or Treatment[image: External link]: 1962 to 1969; 1973

	
Best Short Film – Color: 1936 and 1937

	
Best Short Film – Live Action – 2 Reels: 1936 to 1956

	
Best Short Film – Novelty: 1932 to 1935

	
Best Title Writing[image: External link]: 1928 only

	
Best Unique and Artistic Picture[image: External link]: 1928 only
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 Proposed categories




The Board of Governors meets each year and considers new award categories. To date, the following proposed categories have been rejected:


	Best Casting: rejected in 1999[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Best Stunt Coordination: rejected every year from 1991 to 2012[72][73][74][75]


	Best Title Design: rejected in 1999[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Special categories




The Special Academy Awards are voted on by special committees, rather than by the Academy membership as a whole. They are not always presented on a consistent annual basis.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Current special categories





	For a list of all nine awards, see § Other awards presented by the Academy (above)




	
Academy Honorary Award[image: External link]: since 1929

	
Academy Scientific and Technical Award[image: External link] (three different awards): since 1931

	
Gordon E. Sawyer Award[image: External link]: since 1981

	
Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award[image: External link]: since 1957

	
Irving G. Thalberg Memorial Award[image: External link]: since 1938




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Discontinued special categories





	
Academy Juvenile Award[image: External link]: 1934 to 1960

	
Academy Special Achievement Award[image: External link]: 1972 to 1995
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 Criticism
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 Accusations of commercialism




Due to the positive exposure and prestige of the Academy Awards, studios spend millions of dollars and hire publicists specifically to promote their films during what is typically called the "Oscar season[image: External link]". This has generated accusations of the Academy Awards being influenced more by marketing than quality. William Friedkin, an Academy Award-winning film director and former producer of the ceremony, expressed this sentiment at a conference in New York in 2009, describing it as "the greatest promotion scheme that any industry ever devised for itself".[76]

Tim Dirks, editor of AMC's[image: External link] filmsite.org[image: External link], has written of the Academy Awards,


Unfortunately, the critical worth, artistic vision, cultural influence and innovative qualities of many films are not given the same voting weight. Especially since the 1980s, moneymaking "formula-made" blockbusters with glossy production values have often been crowd-pleasing titans (and Best Picture winners), but they haven't necessarily been great films with depth or critical acclaim by any measure.[77]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Accusations of bias




Further information: Oscar bait[image: External link]


Typical criticism of the Academy Awards for Best Picture is that among the winners and nominees there is an over-representation of romantic historical epics, biographical dramas, romantic dramedies, and family melodramas, most of which are released in the U.S. the last three months of the calendar year. The Oscars have been infamously known for selecting specific genres of movies to be awarded. This has led to the coining of the term 'Oscar bait[image: External link]', describing such movies. This has led at times to more specific criticisms that the Academy is disconnected from the audience, e.g., by favoring 'Oscar bait' over audience favorites, or favoring historical melodramas over critically acclaimed movies that depict current life issues.[78]
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 Allegations of a lack of diversity




The Academic Awards have long received criticism over its lack of diversity among the nominees.[79][80][81] The 88th awards ceremony[image: External link] became the target of a boycott, based on critics' perception that its all-white acting nominee list reflected bias. In response, the Academy initiated "historic" changes in membership by the year 2020.[82][83]
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 Symbolism or sentimentalization




Acting prizes in certain years have been criticized for not recognizing superior performances so much as being awarded for personal popularity[84] or presented as a "career honor" to recognize a distinguished nominee's entire body of work.[85]
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 Refusing the award




Some winners critical of the Academy Awards have boycotted the ceremonies and refused to accept their Oscars. The first to do so was Dudley Nichols[image: External link] (Best Writing in 1935 for The Informer[image: External link]). Nichols boycotted the 8th Academy Awards[image: External link] ceremony because of conflicts between the Academy and the Writers' Guild.[86] George C. Scott[image: External link] became the second person to refuse his award (Best Actor in 1970 for Patton[image: External link]) at the 43rd Academy Awards[image: External link] ceremony. Scott described it as a 'meat parade', saying 'I don't want any part of it."[87][88][89] The third was Marlon Brando[image: External link], who refused his award (Best Actor for 1972's The Godfather), citing the film industry's discrimination and mistreatment of Native Americans. At the 45th Academy Awards[image: External link] ceremony, Brando sent Sacheen Littlefeather[image: External link] to read a 15-page speech detailing his criticisms.[86]
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 Associated events




The following events are closely associated with the annual Academy Awards:


	César Award[image: External link]

	Nominees luncheon

	Governors Awards[image: External link]

	The 25th Independent Spirit Awards[image: External link] (in 2010), usually held in Santa Monica the Saturday before the Oscars, marked the first time it was moved to a Friday and a change of venue to L.A. Live[image: External link]


	The annual "Night Before", traditionally held at the Beverly Hills Hotel[image: External link], begun in 2002 and generally known as the party of the season, benefits the Motion Picture and Television Fund[image: External link], which operates a retirement home for SAG actors in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]


	
Elton John AIDS Foundation Academy Award Party[image: External link] airs the awards live at the nearby Pacific Design Center[image: External link]


	The Governors' Ball is the Academy's official after-party, including dinner (until 2011), and is adjacent to the awards-presentation venue

	The Vanity Fair after-party, historically at the former Morton's restaurant, since 2009 has been at the Sunset Tower[image: External link]
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 Presenter and performer gifts




It has become a tradition to give out gift bags to the presenters and performers at the Oscars. In recent years, these gifts have also been extended to award nominees and winners.[90] The value of each of these gift bags can reach into the tens of thousands of dollars. In 2014 the value was reported to be as high as US$80,000.[91] The value has risen to the point where the U.S. Internal Revenue Service[image: External link] issued a statement regarding the gifts and their taxable status.[92] Oscar gift bags have included vacation packages to Hawaii and Mexico and Japan, a private dinner party for the recipient and friends at a restaurant, videophones[image: External link], a four-night stay at a hotel, watches, bracelets, vacation packages, spa treatments, bottles of vodka, maple salad dressing, and weight-loss gummie candy.[90][93][94] Some of the gifts have even had a "risque" element to them; in 2014 the adult products retailer Adam & Eve[image: External link] had a "Secret Room Gifting Suite". Celebrities visiting the gifting suite included Judith Hoag[image: External link], Carolyn Hennesy[image: External link], Kate Linder[image: External link], Chris Mulkey[image: External link], Jim O'Heir[image: External link], and NBA[image: External link] player John Salley[image: External link].[95]
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 Television ratings and advertisement prices




From 2006 onwards, results are Live+SD, all previous years are Live viewing[96]



	Year
	Viewers,

millions[96]
	Ad price,[96][97]

USD[image: External link], millions
	Adjusted Price,

USD[image: External link], millions



	2017
	32.9
	Not available
	Not available



	2016
	34.3
	Not available
	Not available



	2015
	37.260[98]
	1.95[99]
	1.97



	2014
	43.740[100]
	1.8 – 1.9[101]
	1.82 - 1.92



	2013
	40.376[102]
	1.65 – 1.8[101]
	1.70 - 1.85



	2012
	39.460[103]
	1.610
	1.68



	2011
	37.919
	1.3684
	1.46



	2010
	41.699
	1.1267
	1.24



	2009
	36.310
	1.3[101]
	1.45



	2008
	32.006
	1.82[101]
	2.02



	2007
	40.172
	1.6658
	1.92



	2006
	38.939
	1.6468
	1.96



	2005
	42.139
	1.503
	1.84



	2004
	43.531
	1.5031
	1.91



	2003
	33.043
	1.3458
	1.75



	2002
	41.782
	1.29
	1.72



	2001
	42.944
	1.45
	1.96



	2000
	46.333
	1.305
	1.81



	1999
	45.615
	1
	1.44



	1998
	55.249
	0.95
	1.40



	1997
	40.075
	0.85
	1.27



	1996
	44.867
	0.795
	1.21



	1995
	48.279
	0.7
	1.10



	1994
	45.083
	0.6435
	1.04



	1993
	45.735
	0.6078
	1.01



	1992
	44.406
	Not available
	Not available



	1991
	42.727
	Not available
	Not available



	1990
	40.375
	0.45
	0.82



	1989
	42.619
	0.375
	0.72



	1988
	42.227
	0.36
	0.73



	1987
	37.190
	0.335
	0.71



	1986
	37.757
	0.32
	0.70



	1985
	38.855
	0.315
	0.70



	1984
	42.051
	0.275
	0.63



	1983
	53.235
	0.245
	0.59



	1982
	46.245
	Not available
	Not available



	1981
	39.919
	Not available
	Not available



	1980
	48.978
	Not available
	Not available



	1979
	46.301
	Not available
	Not available



	1978
	48.501
	Not available
	Not available



	1977
	39.719
	Not available
	Not available



	1976
	46.751
	Not available
	Not available



	1975
	48.127
	Not available
	Not available



	1974
	44.712
	Not available
	Not available





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Trademark




The term "Oscar" is a registered trademark of the AMPAS; however, in the Italian language[image: External link], it is used generically[image: External link] to refer to any award or award ceremony, regardless of which field.[104][105]
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 See also





	List of actors with Academy Award nominations[image: External link]

	List of film awards[image: External link]
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PBS






For other uses, see PBS (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) is an American public broadcaster[image: External link] and television program distributor[image: External link].[2] Headquartered in Arlington, Virginia[image: External link], PBS is an independently operated non-profit[image: External link] organization and is the most prominent provider of television programming[image: External link] to public television stations in the United States, distributing series such as Keeping Up Appearances[image: External link], BBC World News[image: External link], NOVA scienceNOW[image: External link], NOVA[image: External link], Barney and Friends[image: External link], Arthur[image: External link], Sesame Street[image: External link], PBS NewsHour[image: External link], Walking with Dinosaurs[image: External link], Masterpiece[image: External link], Nature[image: External link], American Masters[image: External link], Frontline[image: External link], and Antiques Roadshow[image: External link].

PBS is funded by member station dues, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting[image: External link], government agencies, corporations, foundations and individual citizens. All proposed funding is subjected to a set of standards to ensure the program is free of influence from the funding source.[3]

Since the mid-2000s, Roper[image: External link] polls commissioned by PBS have consistently placed the service as the most-trusted national institution in the United States.[4] However, PBS is not responsible for all programming carried on public television stations, a large proportion of which (including most specials aired during pledge drives[image: External link]) come from affiliates[image: External link], including such member stations as WGBH[image: External link], WETA-TV[image: External link], WNET[image: External link], WTTW National Productions[image: External link], American Public Television[image: External link] and independent producers. This arbitrary distinction is a frequent source of viewer confusion.[5]

The service has more than 350 member[image: External link] television stations[image: External link], many owned by educational institutions or non-profit groups affiliated with a local public school district, collegiate educational institution or by state government-owned or -related entities.[6] It also operates National Datacast[image: External link] (NDI), a subsidiary which offers datacasting[image: External link] services via member stations, and provides additional revenue for PBS and its member stations.
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Founded by Hartford N. Gunn Jr., PBS began operations on October 5, 1970, taking over many of the functions of its predecessor, National Educational Television[image: External link] (NET), which later merged with Newark, New Jersey[image: External link] station WNDT to form WNET[image: External link].[7] In 1973, it merged with Educational Television Stations[image: External link].[8][9][10]

Unlike the five major commercial broadcast[image: External link] television networks[image: External link] in the United States, ABC, CBS[image: External link], NBC, Fox[image: External link] and The CW[image: External link] – which compensate their affiliate stations to carry their programs – PBS is not a network but a program distributor that provides television content and related services to its member stations. Each station is charged with the responsibility of programming local content (often news, interview, cultural and public affairs[image: External link] programs) for their individual market or state that supplements content provided by PBS and other public television distributors.

In a television network structure, affiliates give up portions of their local advertising airtime in exchange for carrying network programming, and the network pays its affiliates a share of the revenue it earns from advertising (although this structure has been reversed[image: External link] in recent years, with the network compensated by the stations). By contrast, PBS member stations pay fees for the shows acquired and distributed by the national organization. Under this relationship, PBS member stations have greater latitude in local scheduling than their commercial broadcasting counterparts. Scheduling of PBS-distributed series may vary greatly depending on the market. This can be a source of tension as stations seek to preserve their localism, and PBS strives to market a consistent national lineup. However, PBS has a policy of "common carriage," which requires most stations to clear the national prime time programs on a common programming[image: External link] schedule to market them nationally more effectively. Management at former Los Angeles[image: External link] member KCET[image: External link] cited unresolvable financial and programming disputes among its major reasons for leaving PBS after over 40 years in January 2011.[11]

Although PBS has a set schedule of programming (particularly in regard to its prime time[image: External link] schedule, while many members carry a feed of night-time programming from the PBS Satellite Service), member stations reserve the right to schedule PBS-distributed programming in other time slots or not clear it at all if they choose to do so; few of the service's members carry all its programming. Most PBS stations timeshift some distributed programs. Once PBS accepts a program offered for distribution, PBS, rather than the originating member station, retains exclusive rebroadcasting rights during an agreed period. Suppliers retain the right to sell the program in non-broadcast media such as DVDs[image: External link], books, and sometimes PBS licensed merchandise[image: External link] (but sometimes grant such ancillary rights as well to PBS).

In 1991, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting[image: External link] resumed production for most PBS shows that debuted prior to 1977, with the exceptions of Washington Week in Review[image: External link] and Wall Street Week[image: External link] (CPB resumed production of Washington Week in 1997).

In 1994, The Chronicle of Philanthropy[image: External link] released the results of the largest study on the popularity and credibility of charitable and non-profit organizations. PBS ranked as the 11th "most popular charity/non-profit in America" from over 100 charities researched in the study conducted by the industry publication, with 38.2% of Americans over the age of 12 choosing "love" and "like a lot" for PBS.[12][13][14][15]

In December 2009, PBS signed up for the Nielsen ratings[image: External link] audience measurement[image: External link] reports, and began to be included in its primetime and daily "Television Index" reports, alongside the major commercial broadcast networks.[16] In May 2011, PBS announced that it would incorporate breaks containing underwriter spots for corporate and foundation sponsors, program promotions[image: External link] and identification spots within four breaks placed within episodes of Nature[image: External link] and NOVA[image: External link], airing episodes broken up into segments of up to 15 minutes, rather than airing them as straight 50- to 55-minute episodes. The strategy began that fall, with the intent to expand the in-program breaks to the remainder of the schedule if successful.[17]

In 2011, PBS released apps[image: External link] for iOS[image: External link] and Android[image: External link] to allow viewing of full-length videos on mobile devices.[18] An update in 2015 added Chromecast[image: External link] support.[19]

On February 28, 2012, PBS partnered with AOL to launch MAKERS, a digital documentary series focusing on high-achieving women in male-dominated industries such as war, comedy, space, business, Hollywood and politics.[20][21]

PBS initially struggled to compete with online media such as YouTube[image: External link] for market share. In a 2012 speech to 850 top executives from PBS stations, Senior Vice President of Digital Jason Seiken[image: External link] warned that PBS was in danger of being disrupted by YouTube studios such as Maker Studios[image: External link]. In the speech, later described as a “seminal moment” for public television,[22] he laid out his vision for a new style of PBS digital video production. Station leadership rallied around his vision and Seiken formed PBS Digital Studios, which began producing educational but edgy videos, something Seiken called “PBS-quality with a YouTube sensibility.”[23] The studio’s first hit, an auto-tuned version of the theme from one of their most famous television programs, Mister Rogers' Neighborhood[image: External link], was one of YouTube’s 10 most viral videos of 2012.[24] By 2013, monthly video views on PBS.org had risen from 2 million to a quarter-billion, PBS.org traffic had surpassed that of the CBS, NBC, and ABC web sites, PBSKids.org had become the dominant U.S. children’s site for video, and PBS had won more 2013 Webby Awards than any other media company in the world.[25]

On May 8, 2013, full-length episodes of PBS' prime time, news and children's programs were made available through the Roku[image: External link] streaming player; programming is available on Roku as separate streaming channels for PBS and PBS Kids content.[26]
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Main article: List of programs broadcast by PBS[image: External link]


The evening and primetime schedule on PBS features a diverse array of programming including fine arts[image: External link] (Great Performances[image: External link]); drama[image: External link] ( Masterpiece[image: External link], Downton Abbey[image: External link], American Family: Journey of Dreams[image: External link]); science[image: External link] ( Nova[image: External link], Nature[image: External link]); history[image: External link] (American Experience[image: External link], American Masters[image: External link], History Detectives[image: External link], Antiques Roadshow[image: External link]); music[image: External link] (Austin City Limits[image: External link], Soundstage[image: External link]); public affairs[image: External link] ( Frontline[image: External link], PBS NewsHour[image: External link], Washington Week[image: External link], Nightly Business Report[image: External link]); independent films[image: External link] and documentaries[image: External link] ( P.O.V.[image: External link], Independent Lens[image: External link]); home improvement[image: External link] (This Old House[image: External link]); and interviews[image: External link] (Charlie Rose[image: External link], Tavis Smiley[image: External link], The Dick Cavett Show[image: External link]). In 2012, PBS began organizing much of its prime time programming around a genre-based schedule (for example, drama series encompass the Sunday schedule, while science-related programs are featured on Wednesdays).

PBS broadcasts children's programming as part of the service's (and including content supplied by other distributors not programmed by the service, its member stations') morning and afternoon schedule. As the children's programs it distributes are intended to educate as well as entertain its target audience, PBS and its stations have long been in compliance with educational programming[image: External link] guidelines set by the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] in response to the enactment of the Children's Television Act of 1990[image: External link]. Many member stations have historically also broadcast distance education[image: External link] and other instructional television[image: External link] programs, typically during daytime slots; though with the advent of digital television, which has allowed stations to carry these programs on digital subchannels[image: External link] in lieu of the main PBS feed or exclusively over the Internet, many member stations/networks have replaced distance education content with children's and other programming.

Unlike its radio counterpart, National Public Radio[image: External link], PBS does not have a central program production arm or news division. All of the programming carried by PBS, whether news, documentary or entertainment, is created by (or in most cases produced under contract with) other parties, such as individual member stations. Boston[image: External link] member WGBH-TV[image: External link] is one of the largest producers of educational television[image: External link] programming, including shows like American Experience[image: External link], Arthur[image: External link], Masterpiece Theatre[image: External link], Nova[image: External link], Antiques Roadshow[image: External link] and Frontline[image: External link], as well as many other children's and lifestyle programs. News programs are produced by WETA-TV[image: External link] (PBS Newshour[image: External link]) in Washington, D.C.[image: External link], WNET[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link] and WPBT[image: External link] in Miami[image: External link]. Newark, New Jersey/New York City[image: External link] member WNET[image: External link] produces or distributes programs such as Charlie Rose[image: External link], Secrets of the Dead[image: External link], Nature[image: External link], and Cyberchase[image: External link].

PBS member stations are known for rebroadcasting British television costume dramas[image: External link], comedies[image: External link] and science fiction[image: External link] programs (acquired from the BBC[image: External link] and other sources) such as Downton Abbey[image: External link]; 'Allo 'Allo![image: External link]; Are You Being Served?[image: External link]; The Benny Hill Show[image: External link], Red Dwarf[image: External link]; The Fall and Rise of Reginald Perrin[image: External link]; Father Ted[image: External link]; Fawlty Towers[image: External link]; Harry Enfield and Chums[image: External link]; Keeping Up Appearances[image: External link]; Monty Python's Flying Circus[image: External link]; Mr. Bean[image: External link], The Vicar of Dibley[image: External link], Doctor Who[image: External link], and Sherlock[image: External link]; consequently, this has led to jocular references that the service's name stands for "Primarily British Series". However, a significant amount of sharing takes place. The BBC and British broadcasters such as Channel 4[image: External link] often cooperate with PBS stations, producing material that is shown on both sides of the Atlantic[image: External link]. Less frequently, Canadian, Australian and other international programming appears on PBS stations (such as The Red Green Show[image: External link], currently distributed by syndicator Executive Program Services); public broadcasting syndicators are more likely to offer this programming to U.S.-based public television stations.

PBS is not the only distributor of public television programming to the member stations. Other distributors have emerged from the roots of companies that maintained loosely held regional public television stations in the 1960s. Boston[image: External link]-based American Public Television[image: External link] (which, among other names, was formerly known as Eastern Educational Network and the American Program Service) is second only to PBS for distributing programs to U.S. non-commercial stations. Another distributor is NETA (formerly SECA), whose properties have included The Shapies[image: External link] and Jerry Yarnell School of Fine Art. In addition, the member stations themselves also produce a variety of local shows, some of which subsequently receive national distribution through PBS or other distributors.

Rerun programming[image: External link] is generally uncommon on PBS or its member stations, with some exceptions. The Lawrence Welk Show[image: External link] has aired continuously in reruns on PBS (through the Oklahoma Educational Television Authority[image: External link]) almost every weekend since 1986. Other programs that have been aired in reruns are generally past PBS series whose hosts have retired or are now deceased (for example, The Joy of Painting[image: External link] and Mister Rogers' Neighborhood[image: External link]) or have simply ended production (such as DragonflyTV[image: External link] and Clifford the Big Red Dog[image: External link]).


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 PBS Kids




Main article: PBS Kids[image: External link]


Launched in 1994 as PTV, PBS Kids is the brand for children's programs[image: External link] aired by PBS. The PBS Kids network, which was launched in 1999 and operated until 2005, was largely funded by satellite provider DirecTV[image: External link]. The channel ceased operations on October 1, 2005, in favor of PBS Kids Sprout[image: External link], a commercial digital cable[image: External link] and satellite television[image: External link] channel originally operated as a joint venture with Comcast[image: External link], Sesame Workshop[image: External link] and Apax Partners[image: External link] ( NBCUniversal[image: External link], which Comcast acquired in 2011, later acquired the other partners' interests in the channel in 2012). However, the original programming block still exists on PBS, filling daytime and in some cases, weekend morning schedules on its member stations; many members also carry 24-hour locally programmed children's networks featuring PBS Kids content on one of their digital subchannels. As of 2016, PBS Kids and MiTelemundo[image: External link] are currently only two children's programming blocks on U.S. commercial broadcast television.

As PBS is often known for doing, PBS Kids has broadcast imported series from other countries; these include British series originally broadcast by the BBC[image: External link] and ITV[image: External link] (such as Rosie and Jim[image: External link], Tots TV[image: External link], Teletubbies[image: External link], Boohbah[image: External link], and Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends[image: External link]), as well as several Canadian programs (such as Theodore Tugboat[image: External link]). Through American Public Television, many PBS stations also began airing the Australian series Raggs[image: External link] on June 4, 2007. Some of the programs broadcast as part of the service's children's lineup or through public broadcast syndication directly to its members have subsequently been syndicated to commercial television outlets (such as Ghostwriter[image: External link] and The Magic School Bus[image: External link]).
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Many PBS member stations and networks – including Mississippi Public Broadcasting[image: External link] ( MHSAA[image: External link]), Georgia Public Broadcasting[image: External link] ( GHSA[image: External link]), Maine Public Broadcasting Network[image: External link] ( MPA[image: External link]), Iowa Public Television[image: External link] ( IGHSAU[image: External link]), Nebraska Educational Telecommunications[image: External link] ( NSAA[image: External link]), and WKYU-TV[image: External link] (Western Kentucky Hilltoppers[image: External link]) – locally broadcast high school[image: External link] and college sports. From the 1980s onward, the national PBS network has not typically carried sporting events, mainly because the broadcast rights to most sporting events have become more cost-prohibitive in that timeframe, especially for nonprofits with limited revenue potential; in addition, starting with the respective launches of the MountainWest Sports Network[image: External link] (now defunct) and Big Ten Network[image: External link] in 2006 and 2007 and the later launches of the Pac-12 Network[image: External link] and ESPN's[image: External link] SEC Network[image: External link], athletic conferences[image: External link] have acquired rights for all of their member university's sports programs for their cable channels, restricting their use from PBS member stations, even those associated with their own universities.

From 1976 to 1988, KQED[image: External link] produced a series of Bundesliga[image: External link] matches under the banner Soccer Made in Germany[image: External link], with Toby Charles[image: External link] announcing. PBS also carried tennis[image: External link] events,[27] as well as Ivy League[image: External link] football. Notable football commentators included Upton Bell[image: External link], Marty Glickman[image: External link], Bob Casciola[image: External link], Brian Dowling[image: External link], Sean McDonough[image: External link] and Jack Corrigan[image: External link].[28] Other sports programs included interview series such as The Way It Was[image: External link] and The Sporting Life.[29]
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The board of directors is responsible for governing and setting policy for PBS, consisting of 27 members: 14 professional directors (station managers), 12 general directors (outside directors), and the PBS president.[30] All PBS Board members serve three-year terms, without pay.[30] PBS member stations elect the 14 professional directors; the board elects the 12 general directors and appoints the PBS president and CEO; and the entire board elects its officers.[31]
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Main article: List of PBS member stations[image: External link]


As of March 2015, PBS maintains current memberships with 354 television stations encompassing 50 states, the District of Columbia and four U.S. possessions;[6][32] as such, it is the only television broadcaster in the United States – commercial or non-commercial – which has station partners licensed in every U.S. state (by comparison, none of the five major commercial broadcast networks has affiliates in certain states where PBS has members, most notably New Jersey[image: External link]). The service has an estimated national reach of 93.74% of all households in the United States (or 292,926,047 Americans with at least one television set).

PBS stations are commonly operated by nonprofit organizations[image: External link], state agencies, local authorities (such as municipal boards of education), or universities[image: External link] in their city of license[image: External link]; this is similar (albeit more centralized in states where a licensee owns multiple stations rebroadcasting the main PBS member) to the early model of commercial broadcasting in the U.S., in which network-affiliated stations were initially owned by companies that owned few to no other television stations elsewhere in the country. In some U.S. states, a group of PBS stations throughout the entire state may be organized into a single regional "subnetwork"[image: External link] (such as Alabama Public Television[image: External link] and the Arkansas Educational Television Network[image: External link]); in this model, PBS programming and other content is distributed by the originating station in the subnetwork to other full-power stations that serve as satellites as well as any low-power translators[image: External link] in other areas of the state. Some states may be served by such a regional network and simultaneously have PBS member stations in a certain city (such as the case with secondary member KBDI-TV[image: External link] in Denver[image: External link], which is not related to Colorado[image: External link] member network Rocky Mountain PBS[image: External link] and its flagship station[image: External link] and primary Denver PBS member, KRMA-TV) that operate autonomously from the regional member network.

As opposed to the present commercial broadcasting model in which network programs are often carried exclusively on one television station in a given market, PBS may maintain more than one member station in certain markets, which may be owned by the licensee of the market's primary PBS member station or owned by a separate licensee (as a prime example, KOCE-TV[image: External link], KLCS[image: External link] and KVCR-DT[image: External link] – which are all individually owned – serve as PBS stations for the Los Angeles market[image: External link]; KCET served as the market's primary PBS member until it left the service in January 2011,[33] at which time it was replaced by KOCE). For these cases, PBS utilizes the Program Differentiation Plan, which divides by percentage the amount of programs distributed by the service that each member can carry on their schedule; often, this assigns a larger proportion of PBS-distributed programming to the primary member station, with the secondary members being allowed to carry a lesser amount of program offerings from the service's schedule. Unlike public broadcasters in most other countries, PBS cannot own any of the stations that broadcast its programming, therefore it is one of the few television programming bodies that does not have any owned-and-operated stations[image: External link]. This is partly due to the origins of the PBS stations themselves, and partly due to historical broadcast license[image: External link] issues.
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 Participating stations




Most PBS member stations have produced at least some nationally distributed programs. Current regularly scheduled programming on the PBS national feed[image: External link] is produced by a smaller group of stations, including:



	
WGBH-TV[image: External link] ( Arthur[image: External link], NOVA[image: External link], Masterpiece[image: External link], Frontline[image: External link], etc.)

	
WNET[image: External link] (Charlie Rose[image: External link], Nature[image: External link], PBS NewsHour Weekend[image: External link], etc.)

	
WETA-TV[image: External link] (PBS NewsHour[image: External link], Washington Week[image: External link], etc.)

	
WTTW[image: External link] (Nature Cat[image: External link])

	
Maryland Public Television[image: External link] ( MotorWeek[image: External link])

	
KLRU[image: External link] (Austin City Limits[image: External link])

	
Oregon Public Broadcasting[image: External link] (History Detectives[image: External link])

	
UNC-TV[image: External link] ("The Woodwright's Shop[image: External link]")

	
South Carolina ETV[image: External link] ("A Chef's Life[image: External link]")
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 PBS networks






	Network
	Notes



	PBS Kids[image: External link]
	A programming block that has children's TV shows. The block was formerly called PTV Park. Launched as a 24/7 network in 1999 that was dissolved in 2005 and subsequently revived in 2017.



	PBS Kids Go![image: External link]
	A former programming block of PBS Kids[image: External link]. This block was for 6-8-year-olds. A 24/7 network was announced in 2006, but never launched due to financial issues.



	PBS HD[image: External link]
	A high-definition[image: External link] programming feed available to PBS' member stations.



	PBS Satellite Service[image: External link]
	A 24-hour alternate network feed that provides a mixed variety of programming selected from the main PBS service, as well as for carriage on programming tiers of satellite providers.




PBS has spun off[image: External link] a number of television networks[image: External link], often in partnership with other media companies. PBS YOU[image: External link], a distance education and how-to service operated until January 2006, and was largely succeeded by Create[image: External link] (a similarly formatted network owned by American Public Television); PBS Kids Channel was superseded by Sprout at the start of October 2005. The PBS Kids Channel relaunched January 16, 2017. World[image: External link] began operations in 2007 as a service operated by PBS but is now managed by American Public Television.

PBS has also restructured its satellite feed system, simplifying PBS-DT2[image: External link] into a timeshift feed for the Pacific Time Zone[image: External link], rather than a high-definition complement to its formerly primary SD feed. PBS Kids Go![image: External link] was proposed as a replacement broadcast network for PBS Kids Channel, however, plans to launch the network were folded in 2006. Programming from the PBS Satellite Service has also been carried by certain member stations or regional member networks as a placeholder feed to fill their overnight schedules (particularly those that have transitioned to a 24-hour schedule since the late 1990s), in lieu of providing their own programming sourced by outside public television distributors and repeats of local programming (program promotions shown on the satellite feed advertise upcoming programs as being aired on PBS during the timeslot card normally used as a placeholder for member outlets to insert local airtime information during their station breaks).

Some or all of these services are available on the digital cable tiers of many cable providers, on free-to-air[image: External link] (FTA) television via C-band satellite[image: External link],[34] as well as via direct broadcast satellite[image: External link]. With the exemption of Sprout, some of these services, including those from PBS Member stations and networks, have not made contracts with Over-the-Top Internet services such as PlayStation Vue[image: External link] and Sling TV[image: External link]. With the transition to over-the-air digital television[image: External link] broadcasts, many of the services are also often now available as standard-definition multicast[image: External link] channels on the digital signals of some member stations, while PBS-DT2 serves as a secondary HD feed. With the absence of advertising[image: External link], network identification on these PBS networks was limited to utilization at the end of the program, which includes the standard series of bumpers[image: External link] from the "Be More" campaign.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Independent networks




While not operated or controlled by PBS proper, additional public broadcasting networks are available and carried by PBS member stations.



	Channel
	Programming
	Origin



	Create[image: External link]
	Educational and artistic programming
	American Public Television



	MHz WorldView[image: External link]
	Ethnic programming
	MHz Networks[image: External link]



	World[image: External link]
	News and documentaries
	American Public Television



	The Florida Channel[image: External link]
	Regional interest
	WFSU-TV[image: External link]



	Kentucky Channel
	Regional interest
	Kentucky Educational Television[image: External link]



	Minnesota Channel[image: External link]
	Regional interest
	Twin Cities Public Television[image: External link]



	The Ohio Channel[image: External link]
	Regional interest
	WVIZ[image: External link]



	The Wisconsin Channel
	Regional interest
	WHA-TV[image: External link]




From 2002 to 2011, Buffalo, New York[image: External link] member station WNED-TV[image: External link] operated ThinkBright TV[image: External link], a service that was carried on several stations in upstate New York[image: External link].

A separate but related concept is the state network[image: External link], where a group of stations across a state simulcast a single programming schedule from a central facility, which may include specialty subchannels unique to that broadcaster.
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 Criticism and controversy
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 On-air fundraising




Since 53% to 60% of public television's revenues come from private membership donations and grants[image: External link],[35] most stations solicit individual donations by methods including fundraising[image: External link], pledge drives[image: External link] or telethons[image: External link], which disrupt regularly scheduled programming. This annoys some viewers, since regularly scheduled programming is often replaced with specials aimed at a wider audience (such as music specials aimed at the baby boomer[image: External link] generation, and financial, health and motivational programs) to solicit new members and donations; during fundraising events, these programs are often interrupted within the broadcast by long-form segments (of six to eight minutes in length) encouraging viewers to donate to their PBS member.[36] Underwriting spots[image: External link] are aired at the end of each program, which differ from traditional commercials in several ways.[37] Each spot must be approved to meet several guidelines.[38] The main guidelines state that underwriting spots cannot be qualitative in any way, nor can they have any call to action.[39]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Accusations of political/ideological bias




A 1982 broadcast of the United States Information Agency[image: External link] program Let Poland be Poland about the martial law declared in Poland in 1981[image: External link] was widely viewed in the U.S., but met with skepticism on the part of eastern European broadcasters (communist countries at the time) due to concerns that the program's "provocative and anticommunist" tone was intended as propaganda.[40][41]

In 1999 at least three public television stations were caught selling or trading their mailing lists with the Democratic National Committee. Under IRS[image: External link] regulations nonprofit organizations are prohibited from participating in political actions. Officials from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting condemned the practice and conducted an investigation into the matter. The stations involved were in New York, Boston, and Washington.[42]

Individual programs aired by PBS have been the targets of organized campaigns by individuals and groups with opposing views, including former United States Secretary of Education[image: External link] Margaret Spellings[image: External link].[43]

Bill Moyers[image: External link] resigned in 2005 after more than three decades as a PBS regular, citing political pressure to alter the content of his program and saying Chairman of the Board of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting Kenneth Tomlinson[image: External link] had mounted a "vendetta" against him.[44] Moyers eventually returned to host Bill Moyers Journal[image: External link], after Tomlinson's resignation from CPB. Subsequently, PBS made room temporarily for center-right commentator Tucker Carlson[image: External link], formerly of MSNBC and co-host of CNN's Crossfire[image: External link], and The Journal Editorial Report[image: External link] with Paul Gigot[image: External link], an editor of The Wall Street Journal editorial page (this program has since moved to Fox News Channel[image: External link]) to partially balance out the obvious left-leaning PBS shows.[45]
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 Lawsuit with Pacific Arts




In the 1990s, PBS became involved in a dispute over home video licensing rights with Pacific Arts Corporation[image: External link], a multimedia company owned and operated by former Monkees[image: External link] guitarist Michael Nesmith[image: External link].

In 1990, Pacific Arts secured a contract with PBS to distribute their back catalog of programming on VHS under the PBS Home Video[image: External link] banner. However, in the early 1990s, Pacific Arts and PBS went through a series of serious disagreements. Lawsuits were filed: by Nesmith and Pacific Arts against PBS for breach of contract, intentional misrepresentation, intentional concealment, negligent misrepresentation, and interference with contract; and by PBS against Nesmith and Pacific Arts for lost royalties.[46] The lawsuits escalated in 1994 and 1995 into major litigation between the parties over these rights and payments. PBS and Nesmith and Pacific Arts vigorously prosecuted these multimillion-dollar counter-suits.

The six plaintiffs included PBS, WGBH[image: External link], WNET[image: External link], the Ken Burns[image: External link]-owned American Documentaries and Radio Pioneers Film Project and the Children's Television Workshop[image: External link]. They sought approximately $5 million in disputed royalties, advances, guarantees and license fees for programs and the use of the PBS logo from the defendants Pacific Arts and Nesmith.

Due to the cost of the litigation, Pacific Arts was forced to cease distribution operations and suspended the use of the PBS logo on the Pacific Arts videos.[46] Though Pacific Arts distribution system had ceased operating, the various plaintiffs were counting on capturing a personal financial guarantee Nesmith had made to PBS in the original PBS deal in 1990.

The cases went to jury trial in Federal Court in Los Angeles in February 1999. After three days of deliberation, the jury unanimously sided with Nesmith.[47] The court awarded Pacific Arts $14,625,000 for loss of its rights library, plus $29,250,000 in punitive damages. The jury awarded $3 million to Nesmith personally, including $2 million in punitive damages for a total award to Nesmith and Pacific Arts of $48,875,000. The jury resolved the outstanding license fee issues by ordering Pacific Arts and Nesmith to pay approximately $1.2 million to American Documentaries for The Civil War[image: External link], about $230,000 to WGBH[image: External link], and $150,000 to WNET[image: External link].[46]

Following the ruling, Nesmith expressed his personal disappointment with PBS and was quoted by BBC News as stating "It's like finding your grandmother stealing your stereo. You're happy to get your stereo back, but it's sad to find out your grandmother is a thief."[48]

The decision never went to an appeals court and the final amount paid to Pacific Arts and Nesmith was an undisclosed sum agreed to in an out-of-court settlement.
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 Warning, Alert and Response Network (WARN)




PBS provides an alternate path for WEA[image: External link] alerts to wireless carriers. The alerts are transmitted through the PBS satellite network on the AMC-21[image: External link] satellite to PBS stations who broadcast the messages over their transmitters for reception by wireless carriers at their cell sites.[49][50]

The network is funded by a grant through National Telecommunications and Information Administration[image: External link] (NTIA).
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 See also






	American Public Media[image: External link]

	American Public Television[image: External link]

	Instructional television[image: External link]

	List of United States over-the-air television networks[image: External link]

	NPR

	PBS America[image: External link]

	PBS Digital Studios[image: External link]

	PBS HD Channel[image: External link]

	PBS logos[image: External link]

	Public broadcasting[image: External link]

	Public Radio International[image: External link]

	
Public, educational, and government access[image: External link] (PEG)

	
Ralph Lowell[image: External link] Award[51]


	Television in the United States[image: External link]
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The Voyage of the Mimi





The Voyage of the Mimi is a thirteen-episode American educational television program[image: External link] depicting the crew of the ship Mimi exploring the ocean and taking a census of humpback whales[image: External link].[2] The series aired on PBS (Public Broadcasting Service) and was created by the Bank Street College of Education[image: External link] in 1984[3] to teach middle-schoolers about science[image: External link] and mathematics[image: External link] in an interesting and interactive way, where every lesson related to real world applications.

The series was also released on VHS[image: External link] and as a LaserDisc[image: External link] collection.[4] In August 2014, the series was released in digital form via iTunes U[image: External link].[5]
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 Format




After a segment of a fictional adventure in the first part of each episode, a corresponding "expedition documentary" taught viewers something scientific relating to plot events in the previous episode of the show.[3][6] For example, there is an episode where the plot is about obtaining drinkable water,[7] and over the course of the episode, the viewer is also given lessons about condensation[image: External link], heat[image: External link], and the three states of matter[image: External link]. Each lesson has accompanying student and teacher handouts or worksheets.[2] Four software modules are available that covered topics and skills in navigation and map reading, computer literacy and programming, the elements of ecosystems, and the natural environment of whales.[8][9]

The Voyage of the Mimi was shot in Marblehead, Massachusetts[image: External link] with some scenes being shot on Dyer Island, Maine. It marked Ben Affleck's television debut role.[1][3]

A second series was produced in 1988, The Second Voyage of the Mimi, in which the two Granvilles, along with other archaeologists, searched for a lost Mayan[image: External link] city and uncovered a conspiracy along the way. Both series emphasized equal opportunity in math and science with a diverse cast (including race, gender, and disability status)[10] and incorporated an instructional strategy wherein the fictionalized adventure would catch the interest of students for the initial part of the learning process.[11] A third series, which would have been about the Mississippi River[image: External link], including the river's biology and history, was planned but was not made due to an inability to obtain funding.[1]
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 Cast




Ben Affleck played C.T. Granville and Peter G. Marston played his grandfather Captain Granville. Marston was a scientist at Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link] during the production of the program and also the owner of the actual Mimi at the time.[12]

Cast Listing:


	
Ben Affleck as Clement Tyler (C.T.) Granville

	Peter G. Marston as Captain Clement Tyler Granville

	Edwin De Asis as Ramon Rojas

	Victoria Gadsden as Anne Abrams

	Mark Graham as Arthur Spencer

	Judy Pratt as Sally Ruth Cochran

	Mary Tanner as Rachel Fairbanks
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 Episodes




Each episode consists of two fifteen-minute segments: the fictional story, then an expedition that reveals the fact behind the fiction.

The first segment of each episode follows a serialized tale of scientists taking a census of humpback whales off the coast of Massachusetts. Captain Clement Tyler Granville, the owner of the sailboat Mimi is hired by scientist Anne Abrams and her colleague Ramon Rojas to make the census. Anne's Graduate Research Assistant is Sally Ruth Cochran. In addition, the two scientists each invite a high school student (Arthur Spencer and Rachel Fairbanks) to take part in the study. Finally, Captain Granville's identically-named grandson comes visiting for the summer in order to give his mother a break during her pregnancy.

Each second segment is a standalone exploration of one of the scientific principles touched on in the serialized tale.[6] In these segments, an actor (Ben Affleck, Mark Graham, or Mary Tanner) portraying a young person comes out of character and interviews a real, in many cases well-known, scientist about his or her work. These scientists include oceanographer Sylvia Earle[image: External link], geologist Kim Kastens, zoologist Katharine Payne[image: External link], Greg Watson of the New Alchemy Institute[image: External link], and physicist Ted Taylor[image: External link].[8]

In addition, Judy Pratt, a deaf student at Gallaudet University[image: External link], and Peter Marston, a scientist at M.I.T.[image: External link], come out of character in interviews with Ben Affleck at their respective workplaces.



	Episode Number
	Episode Name
	Expedition Name



	1
	All Aboard
	Planet Ocean



	2
	Setting Sail
	Whale Watch



	3
	On the Shoals
	Mapping the Blue Part



	4
	Counting Whales
	Whale Bones



	5
	Going Fishing
	Scraping the Bottom



	6
	Home Movies
	Songs in the Sea



	7
	Fastening On
	Hands Full of Words



	8
	Tracking the Whale
	World's Worst Weather



	9
	Shipwrecked
	Goose Bumps



	10
	Making Dew
	Water, Water, Everywhere



	11
	The Feast
	A New Alchemy



	12
	Rolling Home
	Boat Shop



	13
	Separate Ways
	A Sailor and a Scientist
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 The real Mimi
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The Mimi is a French-built sailboat that is 72 feet (21 meters) in length,[13] originally built in 1934 to function as a deep-hulled cargo barge.[3] She was built in northwest France in the region of Brittany[image: External link], on the coast of the Mer d'Iroise[image: External link] (the Iroise Sea). Mimi is a type of vessel known as a "Gabare d'Iroise," where "Gabare" translates as "cargo barge" and " Iroise[image: External link]" refers to the region in which she was constructed.

Mimi was initially used as a cargo ship in the rough waters of the North Sea[image: External link], and was thus built to withstand serious maritime conditions. Because Mimi was a "gabare," she was also built with a shallow draft. This combination of strength and ability to operate in shallow waters allowed Mimi to be used both in the open sea and the extensive canal system in Europe at that time.

After serving many years in the Northern part of France, Mimi was sold to an owner in the Southern part of France where she was converted to a fishing trawler[image: External link] for tunafish[image: External link].[13]
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 Nazi commandeer and near death




The Mimi was used by German soldiers during the Second World War to transport munitions.[3] In 1942, the Germans seized the Mimi for the purpose of transporting supplies to military outposts in the region of the Brittany coast.[14] When the Allied Forces pushed the retreating Axis forces back eastward through France in August 1944, Nazi protocol was to destroy any military property that might possibly be used against them by the invading forces (i.e. fortresses, ammunition, vehicles, etc.) For reasons unknown, Mimi was not destroyed by retreating Nazi forces, but rather left tied to a tree on a mudflat.[citation needed[image: External link]]

After the war the Mimi was sunk, and remained so until the 1960s when a Frenchman and his family bought it and converted it from a trawler to a sailboat.[1]
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 Television career




By 1988, the Mimi had a new owner, Peter Marston.[15] The boat was kept moored in Gloucester, Massachusetts, throughout the filming of the series and thereafter. In addition to its role in "The Voyage of the Mimi," which began in 1984, the boat was used from the late 1980s through the 1990s to teach schoolchildren using the Mimi curriculum.[12] Each school year, the Mimi sailed from New England to the Gulf of Mexico and back, stopping at pre-arranged ports of call to meet with students in grades 4 through 7, and their teachers. At each port, "Mimifests" were held, which included various activities and presentations about marine life, seamanship, and navigation.[12] These events were attended by approximately 30,000 students each year.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1988, Peter Marston and other freelance musicians produced a cassette, Sea Songs from the Mimi Crew, of old-time sea songs self-published under the name "The Barn School" based in Gloucester, Massachusetts.[16]

Marston retained ownership of the vessel until 1999, when the boat was sold to new owners Captain George G. Story of Gloucester, Massachusetts, his brother Captain Alan M. Story of Deltona, Florida, and Spiro "Steve" Cocotas, also from Gloucester. They operated the vessel as Three Mates Inc. for several years, bringing the boat to as many as 28 cities along the east coast.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Beginning of the end




After three years of ownership under Three Mates Inc., Mimi was repossessed for financial reasons and sold at public auction in Massachusetts. Michael Spurgeon developed a plan to resurrect the Mimi, and the vessel was subsequently purchased with venture capital provided by Spurgeon's employer, Capt. Greg Muzzy, a Boston-area entrepreneur[image: External link] who owns and operates the "Liberty Fleet of Tall Ships,". Mimi was sailed from Gloucester to the Mystic River[image: External link] in Boston, where she was kept docked at various marinas in East Boston and Chelsea.

Spurgeon's intention was to rehabilitate the ship and possibly court a Discovery Channel special about Mimi's story. After spending approximately $100,000 on infrastructural investments on the ship, including a complete rebuild of the stern and diesel engine, the ship became too costly to continue work on.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 2008, it was discovered that a homeless man had been living aboard the ship while docked at the marina, and he was promptly kicked out. In an act of revenge, the man returned and removed one of several plugs in the belly of the ship, allowing her to rapidly fill with water. Mimi sank while at port, effectively ruining all electronics aboard the ship as well as seriously damaging the recently rebuilt engine. A significant amount of damage occurred above the keel of the ship due to freshwater clams colonizing the wood while she was underwater, rendering restoration nearly impossible.[3]

She was floated back to the surface by a recovery team two weeks later, and sat disused after that.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Attempted revival and final disposal




In the summer of 2010, two recent college graduates of the University of Vermont who had been fans of The Voyage of the Mimi stumbled upon the Mimi at port and mounted an effort to save the ship, which had fallen into a state of disrepair.[3] Their efforts ultimately proved unsuccessful, given among other factors the high cost that would be required to save the ship and the Mimi's limited historical value, so the Mimi was scrapped in July 2011.[3]
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The Second Voyage of the Mimi






The Second Voyage of the Mimi is a twelve-episode American educational[image: External link] television program[image: External link] depicting a fictional crew of a sailboat[image: External link] named the Mimi exploring Mayan[image: External link] ruins in Southern Mexico[image: External link]. Along the way, they learn about ancient civilization and also attempt to foil the plans of looters who steal the artifacts from the ancient sites. This series is a sequel to The Voyage of the Mimi, produced in 1984, in which the Granvilles rented their boat and services to zoologists studying the humpback whale[image: External link] in the waters off Massachusetts[image: External link].

The series aired on PBS and was created by the Bank Street College of Education[image: External link] in 1988 to teach middle-schoolers about science[image: External link] and social studies[image: External link].

In each episode, viewers are taught something scientific relating to plot events in the previous episode of the show. For example, an episode's plot would be about deciphering Mayan writing, and the viewer also receives information about how the Maya wrote various words and numbers.
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 Cast




The Second Voyage of the Mimi saw a young Ben Affleck return as C.T. Granville, and Peter G. Marston as his grandfather Captain Granville. Marston was a scientist at Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]] during the production of the program and used to own the actual ship, the Mimi.

Main Cast Listing:


	
Ben Affleck as Clement Tyler (C.T.) Granville

	
Peter G. Marston as Captain Clement Tyler Granville

	Martha Hill as Pepper Thornton, who is an expert scuba diver

	Roger Cudney as Pepper's former employer, Harvey Westerman.

	Hector Tellez as Pedro, an employee of Westerman's.

	Inaki Carrion as Victor Cobos, an archeologist

	Cheryl Lynn Bruce as Terry Gibbs, another archeologist who works with Victor.

	Carla Douglin as Quiché Gibbs, Terry Gibbs's daughter.

	Enrique Lucero as Tomás Segovia, the man in charge of archeological sites in that part of Mexico.

	Patricia Ancira as Rosa Segovia, Tomas Segovia's daughter, also a skilled diver.
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 Episodes




Each episode consists of two fifteen-minute segments.

The first segment of each episode follows the serialized tale of scientists studying the ancient Maya and getting involved with thwarting site looters. The two scientists are Victor Cobos, a Mexican man of Maya descent, and Terry Gibbs, an American woman. Terry's husband is revealed to have been killed by site looters. Terry's daughter Quiché has grown up with archeology and can already read Maya writing. They hire the Granvilles in Quintana Roo[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link], near Tulum[image: External link], to help them study the routes of ancient Maya ships. The Granvilles in turn hire Pepper Thornton, the daughter of one of Captain Granville's old sailing buddies, because she is an expert diver. Previously, Pepper worked for Harvey Westerman, a skinflint tour operator, guiding tourists on dives through then reefs.

Each second segment is a standalone exploration of one of the scientific principles touched on in the serialized tale. In these second segments, one of the child actors (Ben Affleck or Carla Douglin) comes out of character and interviews real, in many cases well-known, scientists abouts their work. These scientists include archeologists[image: External link] Bill Fash, Peter Reynolds and David Stuart[image: External link], and rain forest[image: External link] ecologist[image: External link] Nalini Nadkarni[image: External link]. In addition, Martha Hill, a silver medalist in the Winter Paralympics, comes out of character in an interview with Ben Affleck.[1][not in citation given[image: External link]]

Series 1:


	A Charter to the Past/If I Can Do This!

	A Tomb in the Jungle/Sweating It Out

	A Light in the Dark/As the Earth Turns

	The Underworld/The Incredible Shrinking Head!

	A Stone Puzzle/Feeling the Pressure

	Cracking the Code/Written in Stone

	The Quest Begins/[2]


	A Road To Danger/Venom: A Scorpion Tale

	A Friendly Village/Curandera

	Discoveries/Up a Tree

	Found and Lost/In the Canopy

	The Fate of a King/One Stone at a Time
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 The real vessel Mimi




The Mimi was a French-built sailboat, originally constructed in 1931 as a small cargo and fishing vessel. It was purchased in the early 1980s by Peter Marston and was kept moored in Gloucester[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link]. Besides its appearances on the TV show, it went from city to city and acted as a tourist attraction in places such as Salem, Massachusetts, Boston[image: External link], and other cities. In 1988, Peter Marston and some freelance musicians produced a cassette and songbook called "Sea Songs from the Mimi Crew" of old-time sea songs self-published under the name "The Barn School" based in Gloucester, Massachusetts.[3] The cassette and songbook were available from the actual sailing vessel Mimi, as well as where music was sold, and in museum gift shops. The cassette and songbook are now out of print. Also available from the sailing vessel Mimi were souvenirs such as T-shirts and buttons that said "I was on board the Mimi." The souvenirs are no longer manufactured, and have hardly turned up on Internet marketers such as eBay[image: External link] or Amazon[image: External link].

Marston retained ownership of the vessel until 1999, when the boat was sold to new owners; Captain George G. Story of Gloucester, Massachusetts, his brother Captain Alan M. Story of Deltona, Florida and Spiro "Steve" Cocotas, also from Gloucester. They operated the vessel as Three Mates Inc. for several years, bringing the boat to as many as 28 cities along the east coast. The Mimi eventually fell into disrepair, and was scrapped in 2011.[4]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ "Innsbruck 1988 Paralympic Winter Games Alpine Skiing Women's Downhill LW2"[image: External link]. International Paralympic Committee. Archived from the original[image: External link] on August 17, 2016. Retrieved September 21, 2016.


	
^ "The Ancient Farm"[image: External link].


	
^ Ben Raye (2013-06-06), Songs of the Sea - Greenland Whale Fisheries - as sung by The Crew of the Mimi[image: External link], retrieved 2016-12-11


	
^ McGonegal, Joe (2011-08-11). "In East Boston, the last voyage of the Mimi"[image: External link]. Boston.com. Retrieved 2016-12-11.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
The Second Voyage of the Mimi[image: External link] on Internet Movie Database






Categories[image: External link]:

	PBS network shows[image: External link]

	Science education television series[image: External link]

	1980s American television series debuts[image: External link]

	1988 American television series debuts[image: External link]

	1988 American television series endings[image: External link]

	Archaeology of Mexico[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 30 April 2017, at 22:58.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article The Second Voyage of the Mimi: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Second_Voyage_of_the_Mimi [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=The_Second_Voyage_of_the_Mimi [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Plot

	2 Cast

	3 Production

	4 Reception

	5 Legacy

	6 Home video

	7 Soundtracks

	8 Book

	9 References

	10 External links






Dazed and Confused (film)






Dazed and Confused is a 1993 American coming-of-age[image: External link] comedy film[image: External link] written and directed by Richard Linklater. The film features a large ensemble cast[image: External link] of actors who would later become stars, including Matthew McConaughey[image: External link], Jason London[image: External link], Ben Affleck, Milla Jovovich[image: External link], Cole Hauser[image: External link], Parker Posey[image: External link], Adam Goldberg[image: External link], Joey Lauren Adams[image: External link], Nicky Katt[image: External link], and Rory Cochrane[image: External link]. The plot follows various groups of Texas[image: External link] teenagers during the last day of school in 1976.

The film grossed less than $8 million at the U.S. box office. In 2002, Quentin Tarantino listed it as the 10th best film of all time in a Sight and Sound[image: External link] poll.[4] It ranked third on Entertainment Weekly magazine's list of the 50 Best High School Movies.[5] The magazine also ranked it 10th on their "Funniest Movies of the Past 25 Years" list.[6]

The title of the film is derived from the Led Zeppelin[image: External link] version of the song of the same name[image: External link].[7] Linklater approached the surviving members of Led Zeppelin for permission to use their song "Rock and Roll[image: External link]" in the film, but, while Jimmy Page[image: External link] and John Paul Jones[image: External link] agreed, Robert Plant[image: External link] refused.[8]
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It is May 28, 1976, the last day of school at Lee High School in the suburbs of Austin, Texas[image: External link]. The next year's group of seniors are preparing for the annual hazing[image: External link] of incoming freshmen. Randall "Pink" Floyd (Jason London[image: External link]), the school's star football player, is asked to sign a pledge promising not to take drugs during the summer or do anything that would, "jeopardize the goal of a championship season". When classes end, the incoming freshman boys are hunted down by the seniors and paddled[image: External link]. The incoming freshman girls are also hazed; they are rounded up in the school parking lot by senior girls, covered in mustard, ketchup, flour and raw eggs, and forced to propose to senior boys.

Freshman Mitch Kramer (Wiley Wiggins[image: External link]) escapes the initial hazing with his best friend Carl Burnett (Esteban Powell[image: External link]), but is later cornered after a baseball game and violently paddled. Fred O'Bannion (Ben Affleck), a senior participating in the hazing tradition for a second year after failing to graduate, delights in punishing Mitch. Pink gives the injured Mitch a ride home and offers to take him cruising[image: External link] with friends that night. Plans for the evening are ruined when Kevin Pickford's (Shawn Andrews[image: External link]) parents discover his intention to host a keg party. Elsewhere, the intellectual trio of Cynthia Dunn (Marissa Ribisi[image: External link]), Tony Olson (Anthony Rapp[image: External link]), and Mike Newhouse (Adam Goldberg[image: External link]) decide to participate in the evening's activities. Pink and his friend David Wooderson (Matthew McConaughey[image: External link]), a man in his early 20s who still socializes with high school students, pick up Mitch and head for the Emporium, a pool hall[image: External link] frequented by teenagers.

As the evening progresses, students loiter around the Emporium, listen to rock music[image: External link], cruise the neighborhood and stop at the hamburger drive-in[image: External link]. Mitch is introduced to sophomore Julie Simms (Catherine Avril Morris), with whom he shares a mutual attraction. While cruising again with Pink, Pickford, and Don Dawson (Sasha Jenson[image: External link]), Mitch drinks beer and smokes marijuana[image: External link] for the first time. After a game of mailbox baseball[image: External link], a neighborhood resident brandishing a gun threatens to call the police. They barely escape after the resident fires at their car. After returning to the Emporium, Mitch runs into his middle school friends. They hatch a plan to get revenge on O'Bannion. The plan culminates with them dumping paint on O'Bannion, who leaves in a fit of rage.

After the Emporium closes, an impromptu keg party is planned in a field under a moonlight tower[image: External link]. Cynthia, Tony and Mike arrive at their first keg party, where Mike is threatened by tough guy, Clint Bruno (Nicky Katt[image: External link]). Tony runs into freshman Sabrina Davis (Christin Hinojosa[image: External link]), whom he met earlier during the hazing, and they begin hanging out together. Cynthia likes Wooderson and exchanges phone numbers with him. Mike, suffering from the humiliation of his confrontation with Clint, decides to make a stand, punches him, and gets tackled. The fight is broken up by Pink and Wooderson. Football player Benny O'Donnell (Cole Hauser[image: External link]) confronts Pink about his refusal to sign the pledge. Pink, the only player not to have signed, believes it violates his individuality and beliefs. Mitch leaves the keg party with Julie. They drive to a nearby hill overlooking town to make out[image: External link]. Tony gives Sabrina a ride home and they kiss good night.

As night turns to dawn, Pink, Wooderson, Don, Ron Slater (Rory Cochrane[image: External link]) and several other friends decide to smoke marijuana on the 50-yard line of the football field. The police arrive, so they ditch the drugs. Recognizing Pink, the police call Coach Conrad, his football coach. Conrad lectures Pink about hanging out with "losers" and insists that he sign the pledge. Pink says that he might play football, but he is not going to sign the pledge. Pink leaves with his friends to get tickets to an Aerosmith[image: External link] concert. Mitch arrives home after sunrise to find his mother has waited up for him. She decides against punishment but warns him about coming home late again. Mitch goes to his bedroom, puts on headphones and listens to "Slow Ride[image: External link]" by Foghat[image: External link] as Pink, Wooderson, Slater and Simone Kerr (Joey Lauren Adams[image: External link]) travel down a highway to purchase their tickets.
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 Cast






	
Jason London[image: External link] as Randall "Pink" Floyd

	
Wiley Wiggins[image: External link] as Mitch Kramer

	
Matthew McConaughey[image: External link] as David Wooderson

	
Sasha Jenson[image: External link] as Don Dawson

	
Michelle Burke[image: External link] as Jodi Kramer

	
Christine Harnos[image: External link] as Kaye Faulkner

	
Adam Goldberg[image: External link] as Mike Newhouse

	
Anthony Rapp[image: External link] as Tony Olson

	
Marissa Ribisi[image: External link] as Cynthia Dunn

	Catherine Avril Morris as Julie Simms

	
Shawn Andrews[image: External link] as Kevin Pickford

	
Rory Cochrane[image: External link] as Ron Slater

	
Cole Hauser[image: External link] as Benny O'Donnell

	
Aaron Lohr[image: External link] as Martin

	
Milla Jovovich[image: External link] as Michelle Burroughs

	
Joey Lauren Adams[image: External link] as Simone Kerr

	
Christin Hinojosa[image: External link] as Sabrina Davis

	
Ben Affleck as Fred O'Bannion

	
Parker Posey[image: External link] as Darla Marks

	Deena Martin as Shavonne Wright

	
Nicky Katt[image: External link] as Clint Bruno

	
Esteban Powell[image: External link] as Carl Burnett

	Jason O. Smith as Melvin Spivey

	Mark Vandermeulen as Tommy Houston

	Jeremy Fox as Hirschfelder

	
Renée Zellweger[image: External link] as Nesi White
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 Production
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 Development




When asked in an interview what he wanted to do after Slacker[image: External link], Richard Linklater said "'I want to make this teenage rock’n’roll spree.' I knew I wanted the story to take place on one day in the spring of 1976, but at one point it was much more experimental. The whole movie took place in a car with the characters driving around listening to ZZ Top."[9] Lee Daniel[image: External link], the director of photography, described the concept: "It would have been two shots—one of a guy putting in an eight-track of ZZ Top’s Fandango! and one of two guys driving around talking. The film would be the length of the actual album, and you’d hear each track in the background as a source."[9]
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 Casting




Vince Vaughan[image: External link] was almost cast as the bully O'Bannion before Ben Afleck was chosen.[10] As Linklater put it, "Ben was smart and full of life. You don’t cast the unappealing person; you cast the appealing person."[9] Other young actors considered for roles include Elizabeth Berkley[image: External link], Mira Sorvino[image: External link], Ron Livingston[image: External link], and Claire Danes[image: External link].[10] Casting director Don Phillips said, "We wanted Claire Danes for the girl, but she was too young. She couldn’t leave school."[9] Renee Zelwegger[image: External link] has a nonspeaking role in the film, but was originally considered for the part of Darla, that went to Parker Posey instead.[11] Linklater said, "Parker was just crazier."[10]

Some roles which were intended to be larger were reduced. The Kevin Pickford character, played by Shawn Andrews, was meant to be a larger role, but due to his behavior with other cast members, Pickford's screen time was cut in favor of Matthew McConaughey[image: External link]'s character, Wooderson. Linklater recalled "There was another actor [Shawn Andrews] who was kind of the opposite [of McConaughey]. He wasn’t really getting along with everybody. I could tell the actors weren’t responding to him."[9] Linklater had to break up a fight between Andrews and London at one point. On screen, the two characters barely speak to each other during the film.[11] Milla Jovovich[image: External link], who played Michelle, Pickford's girlfriend, had her role reduced because, in Linklater's words, "it didn't really gel."[10]

McConaughey was not originally cast in the film. He approached casting director Phillips in the bar of the Radisson in Austin where the cast was staying.[11] Phillips recalls, "The bartender says to him, 'See that guy down there? That’s Don Phillips. He cast Sean Penn in Fast Times.' And Matthew goes, 'I’m gonna go down and talk to this guy.'"[9] Phillips also recalls that Linklater didn't like McConaughey at first "because he was too handsome."[9] Much of the Wooderson role was improvised or written on the spot, giving McConaughey more screen time.[9]
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 Reception




Dazed and Confused was released on September 24, 1993 in 183 theaters, grossing $918,127 on its opening weekend. It went on to make $7.9 million in North America.[12]

The film received positive reviews from critics. It garnered a 94% approval rating from 51 critics – an average[image: External link] rating of 7.8 out of 10 – on the review-aggregate website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], whose consensus reads: "Featuring an excellent ensemble cast, a precise feel for the 1970s, and a killer soundtrack, Dazed and Confused is a funny, affectionate, and clear-eyed look at high school life."[13] Metacritic[image: External link] provides a score of 78 out of 100 from 18 critics, indicating "generally favorable" reviews.[14]

Film critic Roger Ebert[image: External link] awarded the film three stars out of four, praising the film as "art crossed with anthropology[image: External link]" with a "painful underside".[15] In her review for The New York Times, Janet Maslin wrote, "Dazed and Confused has an enjoyably playful spirit, one that amply compensates for its lack of structure".[16] Desson Howe, in his review for The Washington Post, wrote, "Dazed succeeds on its own terms and reflects American culture so well, it becomes part of it".[17] In her review for The Austin Chronicle[image: External link], Marjorie Baumgarten gave particular praise to Matthew McConaughey's performance: "He is a character we're all too familiar with in the movies but McConaughey nails this guy without a hint of condescension or whimsy, claiming this character for all time as his own".[18]

Rolling Stone's Peter Travers gave the film four stars out of four, and praised Linklater as a "sly and formidable talent, bringing an anthropologist's eye to this spectacularly funny celebration of the rites of stupidity. His shitfaced American Graffiti is the ultimate party movie – loud, crude, socially irresponsible and totally irresistible".[19] In his review for Time, Richard Corliss wrote, "Linklater is surely no ham-fisted moralist, and his film has lots of attitude to shake a finger at. But it also has enough buoyant '70s music to shake anybody's tail feather, and a kind of easy jubilance of narrative and character".[20] Entertainment Weekly gave the film an "A" rating, and Owen Gleiberman wrote, "Yet if Linklater captures the comic goofiness of the time, he also evokes its liberating spirit. The film finds its meaning in the subtle clash between the older, sadistic macho-jock ethos and the follow-your-impulse hedonism that was the lingering legacy of the '60s".[21]
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 Legacy




Quentin Tarantino included it on his list of the 10 greatest films of all time in the 2002 Sight and Sound[image: External link] poll.[22] In 2003, Entertainment Weekly ranked the film #17 on their list of "The Top 50 Cult Films",[23] third on their list of the 50 Best High School Movies,[24] 10th on their "Funniest Movies of the Past 25 Years" list,[25] and ranked it #6 on their "The Cult 25: The Essential Left-Field Movie Hits Since '83" list.[26]

In October 2004, three of Linklater's former classmates from Huntsville High School, whose surnames are Wooderson, Slater, and Floyd, filed a defamation[image: External link] lawsuit against Linklater, claiming to be the basis for the similarly named characters on the film. The lawsuit was filed in New Mexico[image: External link] rather than Texas because New Mexico has a longer statute of limitations[image: External link].[27] The suit was subsequently dismissed.[28]

In 2012, McConaughey reprised his role as Wooderson in the Butch Walker and The Black Widows[image: External link] music video " Synthesizers[image: External link]".[29] To celebrate the film's 20th anniversary in 2013, the film received the Star of Texas award from the Texas Film Hall of Fame[image: External link]. Linklater accepted the award after being introduced by Tarantino, who reiterated his appreciation of the film as his favorite of the 1990s. The event featured a reunion of several cast members including Joey Lauren Adams, Wiley Wiggins, Christin Hinojosa, Nicky Katt, Mona Lee, Catherine Avril Morris, Anthony Rapp, Marissa Ribisi, Michelle Burke Thomas, and Mark Vandermeulen. At the event, Linklater described his intent to create an inverse John Hughes[image: External link] film: "The drama is so low-key in [Dazed & Confused]. I don’t remember teenage being that dramatic. I remember just trying to go with the flow, socialize, fit in and be cool. The stakes were really low. To get Aerosmith tickets or not? That’s a big thing. It was really rare when the star-crossed lovers from the opposite side of the tracks and the girl gets pregnant and there’s a car crash and somebody dies. That didn’t really happen much. But riding around and trying to look for something to do with the music cranked up, now that happened a lot!"[30][31]

After Boyhood was released Linklater announced that his next film, Everybody Wants Some!![image: External link], would be a "spiritual sequel" to Dazed and Confused.[32] The newer film takes place in a Texas college in 1980.[32]

The line "alright, alright, alright" became a catchphrase for Matthew McConaughey[image: External link].[33]
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 Home video




MCA/Universal[image: External link] released Dazed and Confused on laserdisc[image: External link] in January 1994,[34] followed by a VHS[image: External link] release two months later.[35]

The film was released on HD DVD[image: External link] in 2006.[36] The Criterion Collection[image: External link] released a two-disc boxed-set edition of the film on June 6, 2006 in the U.S. and Canada. Features included an audio commentary[image: External link] by Richard Linklater, deleted scenes[image: External link], the original trailer, the 50 minute "Making Dazed" documentary that aired on the American Movie Classics[image: External link] channel on September 18, 2005, on-set interviews, behind-the-scenes footage, cast auditions and footage from the ten-year anniversary celebration. Also included is a 72-page book featuring new essays by Kent Jones, Jim DeRogatis, and Chuck Klosterman as well as memories from the cast and crew, character profiles and a mini reproduction of the original film poster designed by Frank Kozik[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly gave it an "A" rating and stated that it "grants this enduring cult classic the DVD treatment it deserves".[37]

Universal Studio released Dazed and Confused on Blu-ray in August 2011, in a 1080p/AVC MPEG-4[image: External link] transfer, with a DTS-HD Master Audio[image: External link] 5.1 soundtrack[image: External link].[36]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Soundtracks




The soundtrack for the film was released on September 28, 1993 by The Medicine Label[image: External link]. The songs "Hurricane"[image: External link] by Bob Dylan[image: External link], "Hey Baby"[image: External link] by Ted Nugent[image: External link], and "Sweet Emotion[image: External link]" by Aerosmith[image: External link] were also included in the film, but not on the commercial soundtracks. "The Alien Song (For Those Who Listen)" by Milla Jovovich[image: External link] was briefly performed by the character Michelle Burroughs, but was not included in the soundtrack either.



	Dazed and Confused (1993)



	No.
	Title
	Artist
	Length



	1.
	"Rock and Roll, Hoochie Koo[image: External link]"
	Rick Derringer[image: External link]
	3:44



	2.
	"Slow Ride[image: External link]" (Single version[image: External link])
	Foghat[image: External link]
	3:58



	3.
	"School's Out[image: External link]"
	Alice Cooper[image: External link]
	3:29



	4.
	"Jim Dandy[image: External link]"
	Black Oak Arkansas[image: External link]
	2:42



	5.
	" Tush[image: External link]"
	ZZ Top[image: External link]
	2:17



	6.
	"Love Hurts[image: External link]"
	Nazareth[image: External link]
	3:53



	7.
	" Stranglehold[image: External link]"
	Ted Nugent[image: External link]
	8:24



	8.
	"Cherry Bomb[image: External link]"
	The Runaways[image: External link]
	2:19



	9.
	"Fox on the Run[image: External link]"
	Sweet[image: External link]
	3:26



	10.
	"Low Rider[image: External link]"
	War[image: External link]
	3:13



	11.
	"Tuesday's Gone[image: External link]"
	Lynyrd Skynyrd[image: External link]
	7:32



	12.
	"Highway Star[image: External link]"
	Deep Purple[image: External link]
	6:08



	13.
	"Rock and Roll All Nite[image: External link]"
	KISS[image: External link]
	2:57



	14.
	" Paranoid[image: External link]"
	Black Sabbath[image: External link]
	2:47



	Total length:
	56:56






	Even More Dazed and Confused (1994)



	No.
	Title
	Artist
	Length



	1.
	"Free Ride[image: External link]"
	Edgar Winter Group[image: External link]
	3:08



	2.
	"No More Mr. Nice Guy[image: External link]"
	Alice Cooper
	3:07



	3.
	"Livin' in the USA"
	The Steve Miller Band[image: External link]
	4:05



	4.
	"Never Been Any Reason[image: External link]"
	Head East[image: External link]
	5:12



	5.
	"Why Can't We Be Friends?[image: External link]"
	War
	3:51



	6.
	"Summer Breeze[image: External link]"
	Seals and Crofts[image: External link]
	3:25



	7.
	"Right Place, Wrong Time"
	Dr. John[image: External link]
	2:54



	8.
	"Balinese"
	ZZ Top
	2:39



	9.
	"Lord Have Mercy On My Soul"
	Black Oak Arkansas
	6:14



	10.
	"I Just Want to Make Love to You[image: External link]"
	Foghat
	4:19



	11.
	"Show Me the Way[image: External link]"
	Peter Frampton[image: External link]
	4:41



	12.
	"Do You Feel Like We Do[image: External link]"
	Peter Frampton
	7:13



	Total length:
	50:52
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 Book




In September 1993, St. Martin's Press[image: External link] published a 127-page, softcover book (ISBN 0-312-09466-3[image: External link]) inspired by Richard Linklater's screenplay. It was compiled by Linklater, Denise Montgomery, and others, and designed by Erik Josowitz. It was presented as a kind of yearbook, with character profiles, essays by characters, a time-line focusing on the years 1973 to 1977, and various 1970s pop culture charts and quizzes. It also featured dozens of black-and-white photos from the film.
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Kevin Smith






For other people named Kevin Smith, see Kevin Smith (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Kevin Patrick Smith[1] (born August 2, 1970) is an American filmmaker[image: External link], actor[image: External link], comedian[image: External link], public speaker[image: External link], comic book writer[image: External link], author[image: External link], and podcaster[image: External link]. He came to prominence with the low-budget comedy film Clerks[image: External link] (1994), which he wrote, directed, co-produced, and acted in as the character Silent Bob of stoner duo Jay and Silent Bob[image: External link]. Jay and Silent Bob have appeared in Smith's follow-up films Mallrats, Chasing Amy, Dogma, and Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back which were set primarily in his home state of New Jersey[image: External link]. While not strictly sequential, the films frequently featured crossover plot elements, character references, and a shared canon[image: External link] described by fans as the "View Askewniverse[image: External link]", named after his production company View Askew Productions[image: External link], which he co-founded with Scott Mosier[image: External link].

Smith also directed and produced films such as the buddy cop[image: External link] action comedy Cop Out[image: External link] (2010), the horror film Red State[image: External link] (2011), and the horror comedy Tusk[image: External link] (2014), the first film in the True North trilogy[image: External link].

Smith is the owner of Jay and Silent Bob's Secret Stash[image: External link], a comic book store in Red Bank, New Jersey[image: External link] that is the subject of the reality-television[image: External link] show Comic Book Men[image: External link]. He also hosts the movie-review television show Spoilers[image: External link]. As a podcaster, Smith co-hosts several shows on his own SModcast Podcast Network[image: External link], including SModcast[image: External link], Fatman on Batman[image: External link], and the live show Hollywood Babble-On[image: External link]. Smith is well known for participating in long, humorous Q&A sessions that are often filmed for DVD[image: External link] release, beginning with An Evening with Kevin Smith[image: External link].[2]



TOP
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 Early life




Kevin Smith was born on August 2, 1970 in Red Bank, New Jersey[image: External link],[1] the son of Grace (née Schultz), a homemaker, and Donald E. Smith, a postal worker.[3][4][5] He has an older sister, Virginia, and an older brother, Donald Smith, Jr. He was raised in a Catholic household,[6][7] in the nearby clamming town of Highlands[image: External link].

As a child, Smith's days were scheduled around Donald's late shifts at the post office. Donald grew to despise his job, which greatly influenced Smith, who remembers his father finding it difficult on some days to get up and go to work. Smith vowed never to work at something that he did not enjoy.[3]

Smith later attended Henry Hudson Regional High School[image: External link],[8] where as a B and C[image: External link] student, he would videotape school basketball games and produce sketch comedy[image: External link] skits in the style of Saturday Night Live. An overweight teen, he developed into a comedic observer of life in order to successfully socialize with friends and girls.[3] After high school, Smith attended the New School[image: External link] in New York, but did not graduate[9]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Career





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 As a filmmaker




On his 21st birthday, Smith went to see Richard Linklater's comedy Slacker[image: External link]. Smith, impressed by the fact that Linklater set and shot the film in his hometown of Austin, Texas[image: External link] rather than on a sound stage in a major city, was inspired to become a filmmaker, and to set films where he lived.[3] Smith relates: "It was the movie that got me off my ass; it was the movie that lit a fire under me, the movie that made me think, "Hey, I could be a filmmaker." And I had never seen a movie like that before ever in my life."[10]

Smith attended the Vancouver Film School[image: External link] for four months, where he met longtime collaborators Scott Mosier[image: External link] and Dave Klein[image: External link] but left halfway through the course in order to save money to make his first film.[11]

Smith moved home to New Jersey and got his old job back at a convenience store in Leonardo[image: External link],[3][12] and decided to set his film, Clerks[image: External link], at the store, borrowing the life-in-a-day structure from the Spike Lee[image: External link] film Do the Right Thing[image: External link]. To finance the film, Smith maxed out more than a dozen credit cards and sold his much-treasured comic book collection, raising the $27,575 needed to make the film. He cast friends and acquaintances in the film's major parts. Clerks was screened at the Sundance Film Festival[image: External link] in 1994, where it won the Filmmaker's Trophy. At a restaurant following the screening, Miramax executive Harvey Weinstein invited Smith to join him at his table, where he offered to buy the movie. In May 1994, it went to the Cannes International Film Festival[image: External link], where it won both the Prix de la Jeunesse and the International Critics' Week Prize. Released in October 1994 in two cities, the film went on to play in 50 markets, never playing on more than fifty screens at any given time. Despite the limited release, it was a critical and financial success, earning $3.1 million.[3][13] Initially, the film received an NC-17[image: External link] rating from the MPAA[image: External link], solely for the sexually graphic language. Miramax hired Alan Dershowitz[image: External link] to bring a lawsuit against the MPAA, and at an appeals screening, a jury consisting of members of the National Association of Theater Owners reversed the MPAA's decision, and the film was given an R rating instead.[14][15] The film had a profound effect on the independent film community, and according to producer and author John Pierson[image: External link], is considered one of the two most influential film debuts in the 1990s, along with The Brothers McMullen[image: External link].[3]

Smith's second film, Mallrats, which marked Jason Lee[image: External link]'s debut as a leading man, did not fare as well as expected after the remarkable success of Clerks. It received a critical drubbing and earned merely $2.2 million at the box office, despite playing on more than 500 screens. Despite failing at the box office during its theatrical run, Mallrats proved more successful in the home video market.[3][16]

Widely hailed as Smith's best film, 1997's Chasing Amy marked what Quentin Tarantino called "a quantum leap forward" for Smith.[17] Starring Mallrats alumni Jason Lee, Joey Lauren Adams[image: External link] and Ben Affleck, the $250,000 film earned $12 million at the box office[18][19] wound up on a number of critics' year-end best lists,[20][21] and won two Independent Spirit Awards[image: External link] (for Screenplay and Supporting Actor for Lee).[22] The film received some criticism from some members of the lesbian community, who felt that it reinforced the perception that all lesbians merely needed to find the right man. Smith, whose brother Donald Smith, Jr. is gay, found this accusation frustrating, as he has endeavored to be an LGBT[image: External link]-conscious filmmaker, believing that sexuality is more fluid, with social taboos, and not sexual desire, preventing more people from expressing bisexuality.[3]

Smith's fourth film, Dogma, featured an all-star cast and found itself mired in controversy. The religious-themed 1999 comedy, which starred a post-Good Will Hunting Ben Affleck and Matt Damon, as well as Chris Rock[image: External link], Salma Hayek[image: External link], George Carlin[image: External link], Alan Rickman[image: External link], Linda Fiorentino[image: External link], and Smith regulars Jason Lee and Jason Mewes[image: External link], raised criticism by the Catholic League[image: External link].[23][24][25] The film debuted at the 1999 Cannes Film Festival, out of competition. Released on 800 screens in November 1999, the $10 million film earned $30 million.

Smith then focused the spotlight on two characters who had appeared in supporting roles in his previous four films, Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back featured an all-star cast, with many familiar faces returning from Smith's first four films. Ben Affleck and Matt Damon appear as themselves filming a mock sequel to Good Will Hunting. The $20 million film earned $30 million at the box office and received mixed reviews from the critics.

Jersey Girl with Ben Affleck, Liv Tyler, George Carlin and Raquel Castro[image: External link], his first outside of the View Askewniverse, was meant to mark a new direction in Smith's career. However, the film took a critical beating[26] as it was seen as, in Smith's own words, "Gigli 2", due to the fact that it co-starred Affleck and his then-girlfriend, Jennifer Lopez.[27] Despite Smith heavily re-editing the film to reduce Lopez's role to just a few scenes, the film did poorly at the box office. Budgeted at $35 million, it earned only $36 million.[28]

In the 2006 sequel, Clerks II, Smith revisited the Dante and Randal characters from his first film for what was his final visit to the View Askewniverse. Roundly criticized before its release, the film went on to win favorable reviews as well as two awards (the Audience Award at the Edinburgh Film Festival[image: External link] and the Orbit Dirtiest Mouth Award at the MTV Movie Awards[image: External link]).[29] It marked Smith's third trip to the Cannes International Film Festival, where Clerks II received an eight-minute standing ovation.[30] The $5 million film, starring Jeff Anderson, Brian O'Halloran, Rosario Dawson[image: External link], Jason Mewes, Jennifer Schwalbach and Smith himself – reprising his role as Silent Bob – earned $25 million.

Zack and Miri Make a Porno[image: External link] was originally announced in March 2006 as Smith's second non-Askewniverse film.[31] The film, which began shooting on January 18, 2008 in Monroeville[image: External link], Pennsylvania, and wrapped on March 15, 2008, stars Seth Rogen[image: External link] and Elizabeth Banks[image: External link] as the title characters who decide to make a low-budget pornographic film to solve their money problems. The film, which was released on October 31, 2008, ran into many conflicts getting an "R" rating, with Rogen stating:


It's a really filthy movie. I hear they are having some problems getting an R rating from an NC-17 rating, which is never good... They [fight against] sex stuff. Isn't that weird? It's really crazy to me that Hostel[image: External link] is fine, with people gouging their eyes out and shit like that, but you can't show two people having sex – that's too much.[32]



Smith took the film through the MPAA's appeals process and received the R rating, without having to make any further edits.[33] Zack and Miri Make a Porno was considered a box office "flop"[34][35][36] in part because of "tepid media advertising for a movie with the title PORNO",[34] and, in the aftermath of the film's low performance, the business relationship between Smith and producer Harvey Weinstein became "frayed".[37] Zack and Miri Make a Porno opened #2 behind High School Musical 3: Senior Year[image: External link] with $10,682,000 from 2,735 theaters with an average of $3,906.[38] The "bankable" Rogen[39] experienced his "worst box-office opening ever".[40] In an interview with Katla McGlynn of the Huffington Post[image: External link], Smith himself observed:


I was depressed, man. I wanted that movie to do so much better. I'm sitting there thinking 'That's it, that's it, I'm gone, I'm out. The movie didn't do well and I killed Seth Rogen's career! This dude was on a roll until he got in with the likes of me. I'm a career killer! Judd's [Apatow] going to be pissed, the whole Internet's going to be pissed because they all like Seth, and the only reason they like me anymore is because I was involved with Seth! And now I fuckin' ruined that. It was like high school. I was like, 'I'm a dead man. I'll be the laughing stock.'[35]



It was announced in 2009 that Smith had signed on to direct a buddy-cop comedy starring Bruce Willis and Tracy Morgan[image: External link] called A Couple of Dicks and written by the Cullen Brothers.[41] Due to controversy surrounding the original title, it was changed to A Couple of Cops,[42] before reverting its original title, A Couple of Dicks, due to negative reaction,[43] before finally settling on the title Cop Out[image: External link].[44] The film, which was shot between June and August 2009, involved a pair of veteran cops tracking down a stolen vintage baseball card,[45] and was released on February 26, 2010 to poor reviews; it was the first film that Smith has directed but not written. Cop Out opened at number 2 at the box office and was mired in controversy, mostly over reported conflicts he had on the set of the film with lead actor Bruce Willis; marking Smith's last time that he would work with a major studio, leading him to return to his independent film roots.[35][46]

In September 2010, Smith started work on Red State[image: External link], an independently-financed horror film loosely inspired by the Westboro Baptist Church[image: External link] and their Pastor Fred Phelps[image: External link].[47][48][49] Film producers and moguls Bob[image: External link] and Harvey Weinstein who had thus far been involved in the distribution of most of Smith's films, with the exception of Mallrats and Cop Out, declined to support Red State.[50][51][52][53][54] The film stars Michael Parks[image: External link], John Goodman[image: External link] and Melissa Leo[image: External link]. Smith had indicated that he would auction off rights to the $4 million film at a controversial event following the debut screening of the film at Sundance[image: External link] but instead, kept the rights to the film himself and self-distributed the picture "under the SModcast Pictures[image: External link]" banner. The premiere in January 2011 drew protests from a half-dozen members of the church, along with many more who counter-protested Westboro members.[55] He further explained his decision as a way to return to an era when marketing a film did not cost four times as much as the film itself, a situation he has described as "both decadent and deadening".[56] Red State was a box office disappointment[image: External link], earning $1,104,682 against a budget of $4 million, and opened to poor reviews, with the consensus of critics reporting (according to the critic aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]) that "Red State is an audacious and brash affair that ultimately fails to provide competent scares or thrills."[57][58] In April 2011, Smith revealed that Red State had already made its budget back with the film making $1 million on the first leg of the tour, $1.5 million from a handful of foreign sales and $3 million from a domestic distribution deal for VOD.[59]

After Red State, Smith has said in the past he would retire from directing and announced his last movie would be Clerks III[image: External link].[60] However, he stated in December 2013 that he would continue to make movies but only ones that were uniquely his, as opposed to generic ones that "anybody could make".[61]

In 2013 Smith directed a horror film called Tusk[image: External link], which was inspired by a story Smith and Scott Mosier[image: External link] read about a Gumtree[image: External link] ad for a man who rents out a room in his house for free, on the condition that the respondent dresses as a walrus for two hours per day.[62][63] The project began pre-production in September 2013.[64] Shooting began on November 4, 2013,[65] and wrapped on November 22, 2013.[66] The film was released on September 19, 2014. It has received mixed reviews.

Smith revealed before the release of Tusk that he had written a spin-off film called Yoga Hosers[image: External link] which began filming in August 2014. The film starred Smiths daughter Harley Quinn Smith[image: External link] and Lily-Rose Depp[image: External link] two minor characters from Tusk, and Johnny Depp[image: External link]'s inspector character.[67][68]

Smith revealed at the 2014 San Diego Comic-Con that he has written a film called Moose Jaws[image: External link], which he describes as "Jaws, with a moose", and which will be the third and final film in his True North trilogy.[69]

In February 2015 XYZ Films[image: External link] announced Smith as one of the directors who will direct the anthology film[image: External link] Holidays[image: External link], along with Gary Shore[image: External link], Sarah Smith, Matt Johnson, Scott Stewart[image: External link], Nicholas McCarthy[image: External link], Anthony Scott Burns[image: External link], Kevin Kolsch and Dennis Widmyer.[70]

On March 12, 2015 Smith revealed he would film Clerks III in May 2015, followed in early 2016 by Moose Jaws and Anti-Claus (a story inspired by the Krampus[image: External link] tradition), and also alluded to a Mallrats sequel,[71] which he confirmed the next day.[72]

On April 8, 2015, Smith confirmed that Mallrats 2 would be his next film, not Clerks III as he had previously intended. Smith said "we were talking about initially shooting 'Clerks III' this summer and then we were going to get to 'Mallrats' in the beginning of 2016. And then it jumped into 2015, where we were going to shoot 'Clerk's and then hopefully 'Mallrats' before the end of the year. But now, based on a f—ing mall that we all dig that will be going away, the priority has become 'Mallrats.' So the next f—ing movie I'm making is 'Mallrats 2.' A majority of the cast from the original film have signed on to appear in the sequel with sixteen of eighteen confirmed.[73] In June 2016, Smith revealed that Mallrats 2 was going to be a 10-episode TV series instead, though no networks have shown interest yet.[74]

On February 10, 2017, Smith announced the cancellation of Clerks III, as Jeff Anderson dropped out of the project three months before shooting. This, combined with trouble of getting the Mallrats 2 series off the ground, inspired Smith to write and direct a Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back sequel instead, titled Jay and Silent Bob Reboot. The movie is scheduled to be filmed in September 2017, to be followed by "Moose Jaws". [75]
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 Writer




In 1996, Smith worked on a script for a Superman movie[image: External link]. He wrote a couple of drafts but his script was dropped when Tim Burton[image: External link] was hired to direct and brought his own people in to work on the project. Smith still sees the whole experience on working on the Superman project as a positive one, however; he has said that he was well paid and it was a lot of fun. In April 2009, Smith discussed his Superman experiences at Clark University—a YouTube video that critic A.O. Scott[image: External link] of The New York Times called "extraordinary".[76][77]) In the end, neither Smith's nor Burton's vision for Superman was filmed. In the 2007 Direct-to-DVD animation release of Superman: Doomsday[image: External link], Smith has a cameo as an onlooker in a crowd. After Superman defeats The Toyman[image: External link]'s giant mechanical robot, Smith scoffs, "Yeah, like we really needed him to defeat that giant spider. Heh. Lame!" This was a reference to a giant spider that producer Jon Peters[image: External link] wanted Smith to put in the film when he was attached, that was later put into the 1999 feature film flop Wild Wild West[image: External link], which Peters also produced.

In 1997, Smith was hired by New Line[image: External link] to rewrite Overnight Delivery[image: External link], which was expected to be a blockbuster teen movie. Smith's then-girlfriend Joey Lauren Adams[image: External link] almost took the role of Ivy in the movie, instead of the female lead in Chasing Amy. Eventually she lost out to Reese Witherspoon[image: External link], and Overnight Delivery was quietly released directly to video in April 1998. Kevin Smith's involvement with the film was revealed on-line, but he remains uncredited. He has said that the only scene which really used his dialogue was the opening scene, which includes a reference to long-time Smith friend Bryan Johnson[image: External link].[78]

In 2004, Smith wrote a screenplay for a new film version of The Green Hornet[image: External link], and announced prematurely that he had originally intended to direct as well.[79] The project, however died after the film was placed into turnaround[image: External link] following the poor box office of Jersey Girl. Smith's screenplay was later turned into a Green Hornet comic book miniseries.[80]
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 Comics and magazines




Smith has been a regular contributor to Arena[image: External link] magazine. In 2005, Miramax Books[image: External link] released Smith's first book, Silent Bob Speaks[image: External link], a collection of previously published essays (most from Arena) dissecting pop culture, the movie business, and Smith's personal life. His second book, My Boring-Ass Life: The Uncomfortably Candid Diary of Kevin Smith, published by Titan Books[image: External link], was another collection of previously published essays (this time blogs from Smith's website www.silentbobspeaks.com) and reached No. 32 on The New York Times Best Sellers List.[81] Titan released Smith's third book Shootin' the Sh*t with Kevin Smith: The Best of the SModcast on September 29, 2009.[82]

A lifelong comic book fan, Smith's early forays into comic books dealt with previously established View Askew characters, and were published by Oni Press[image: External link]. He wrote a short Jay and Silent Bob[image: External link] story about Walt Flanagan's dog in Oni Double Feature No. 1, and followed it with a Bluntman and Chronic[image: External link] story in Oni Double Feature #12. He followed these with a series of Clerks comics[image: External link]. The first was simply Clerks: The Comic Book, which told of Randal's attempts to corner the market on Star Wars toys. The second was Clerks: Holiday Special, where Dante and Randal discover that Santa Claus lives in an apartment between the Quick Stop and RST Video. Third was Clerks: The Lost Scene, showing what happened inside Poston's Funeral Parlor. This story was later animated in the TV series style and included as an extra on the 10th Anniversary Clerks[image: External link] DVD.

Smith then wrote the mini-series Chasing Dogma[image: External link], which tells the story of Jay and Silent Bob between the films Chasing Amy and Dogma. He has also written the trade paperback[image: External link] Bluntman and Chronic[image: External link], published by Image[image: External link], which purports to be a collection of the three issues of the series done by Holden McNeil and Banky Edwards (of Chasing Amy). It includes a color reprinting of the story from Oni Double Feature No. 12, purported to be an early appearance by Chasing Amy characters Holden McNeil and Banky Edwards. These stories have all been collected in Tales From the Clerks (Graphitti Designs, ISBN 0-936211-78-4[image: External link]), which also includes a new "Clerks" story tying into the Clerks 2 material, and the story from Oni Double Feature #1. They were previously collected by Image Comics in three separate volumes, one each for Clerks, Chasing Dogma and Bluntman and Chronic. In 1999, Smith won a Harvey Award[image: External link], for Best New Talent in comic books.[83]

In 1999, Smith wrote "Guardian Devil[image: External link]", an eight-issue story arc of Daredevil[image: External link] for Marvel Comics[image: External link], which was illustrated by Joe Quesada[image: External link]. Kevin Smith followed this by producing a 15-issue tenure on Green Arrow[image: External link] for DC Comics[image: External link] that saw the return of Oliver Queen[image: External link] from the dead and the introduction of Mia Dearden[image: External link], a teenage girl who would become Speedy after Smith's run had ended.

Smith returned to Marvel for two mini-series: Spider-Man/Black Cat: The Evil That Men Do[image: External link] and Daredevil/Bullseye: The Target[image: External link], both of which debuted in 2002. The former was six issues long, but after the third issue was published two months after the initially scheduled release date, the final issues were delayed for at least three years, prompting Marvel to release an "in case you missed it" reprinting of the first three issues as one book prior to the remaining issues' release. The delay in part was due to Smith's movie production schedule (in this case, work on Jersey Girl and Clerks II) causing him to shelve completion of the mini-series until the films were completed. He was announced as the writer of an ongoing Black Cat[image: External link] series[84] and The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link][85][86] in early to mid-2002. However, because of the delays on Evil That Men Do and The Target, the plan was switched so that Smith would start a third Spider-Man title,[87] launched in 2004 by Mark Millar[image: External link] instead. While Spider-Man/Black Cat was ultimately completed in 2005, Daredevil/Bullseye: The Target remains unfinished, with one issue published.

Smith wrote the limited series Batman: Cacophony[image: External link], with art by friend Walt Flanagan[image: External link], which ran from November 2008 to January 2009. The series featured the villains Onomatopoeia[image: External link] (a character created by Smith during his run at Green Arrow), The Joker[image: External link], Maxie Zeus[image: External link], and Victor Zsasz[image: External link].[88] The trade paperback[image: External link] of Batman: Cacophony became a New York Times Bestseller[image: External link] in their Hardcover Graphic Books section.[89]

In 2010 Smith subsequently wrote a six-issue Batman mini-series called The Widening Gyre[image: External link] for DC drawn by Walt Flanagan. The series was initially planned as 12 issues, with a long break planned between issues six and seven. After issue six was published, Smith and Flanagan's work on their reality show, Comic Book Men[image: External link], extended this planned break further than expected. It was decided in the interim to release the remaining issues as a separate series to be called Batman: Bellicosity[image: External link], due in 2016.[90][91]

Also in 2010 Smith published a Green Hornet[image: External link] story for Dynamite Entertainment[image: External link], which was based on an unused script he wrote for a Green Hornet film project that never came to fruition.[80][92]

In August 2011, Dynamite Entertainment debuted The Bionic Man[image: External link] by Smith, which was based on a 1998 script he wrote that was rejected by Universal as being "more like a comic book than a movie."[93]

In 2014 it was announced Smith and Ralph Garman[image: External link] are working on a Batman '66[image: External link] crossover featuring Batman and Green Hornet titled Batman 66 Meets the Green Hornet.[94]
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 Television




In 1998, Smith shot two TV commercials for Coca-Cola[image: External link], which he filmed in New Jersey.[3]

In 2000, Smith and Mosier teamed up with television writer David Mandel[image: External link] to develop an animated television show based on Clerks. called Clerks: The Animated Series[image: External link] that aired on ABC in May 2000. It aired only two episodes before being canceled as a result of poor ratings. The six produced episodes were released on DVD in 2001.

During the mid-1990s Smith directed and starred in a series of commercials for MTV, alongside Jason Mewes[image: External link], in which they reprised their roles as Jay and Silent Bob[image: External link]. In 1998 he directed best friend Jason Mewes as "Gary Lamb – Ground Activist" in a series of Nike[image: External link] commercials. That same year, he also shot commercials for Diet Coke. Two years later, he directed "Star Wars" toy commercials for Hasbro. He has also directed[95] and starred[96] in commercials for Panasonic[image: External link]. In 2004 he also shot a public service announcement[image: External link] for the Declare Yourself[image: External link] organization.[97] These advertisements brought Jay and Silent Bob[image: External link] out of their "semi-retirement."

On February 27, 2002 Kevin released a short film for The Tonight Show[image: External link] called The Flying Car[image: External link].

Smith directed the pilot for The CW[image: External link] show Reaper[image: External link]. TV.com's summary of the show is "A twenty-something slacker finally scores a job as the devil[image: External link]'s bounty hunter[image: External link]." He describes it as "less Brimstone[image: External link] or Dead Like Me[image: External link] and more like Shaun of the Dead[image: External link] than anything else". He went on to say that the reason he took the job was that he has always wanted to direct something he did not write, but never had an interest in doing it on the big screen.

At the 2007 San Diego Comic-Con[image: External link], it was announced that Smith would write and direct an episode of the Heroes[image: External link] spin-off, Heroes: Origins[image: External link],[98] but the project was canceled because of the 2007 Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link].

Smith appears in and produces the reality television series Comic Book Men[image: External link], which is set inside Smith's comic book shop, Jay and Silent Bob's Secret Stash[image: External link], in Red Bank, New Jersey[image: External link].[99] The first season ran for six one-hour episodes,[100] the premiere of which aired on February 12, 2012, following the return of The Walking Dead[image: External link]'s second season on AMC[image: External link].[101] On May 9, AMC announced that Comic Book Men was renewed for a second season of 16 half-hour episodes.[102] The show is currently in its sixth season.[103]

Smith had planned to direct a hockey drama-comedy based on the song "Hit Somebody (The Hockey Song)[image: External link]" by Warren Zevon[image: External link]. The song, which is about a hockey player famous for fighting in the rink, was co-written by Tuesdays With Morrie[image: External link] author Mitch Albom[image: External link], who is working with Smith on the project.[104] Smith announced at the Sundance premiere of Red State[image: External link] that Hit Somebody will be the last movie he ever directs, and that he will continue to tell stories in other media.[105][106] In August 2011 Hit Somebody was announced as a two-part film titled Hit Somebody: Home and Hit Somebody: Away with part one being rated PG-13[image: External link] and part 2 being rated R[image: External link],[107] but later decided to make it one movie again.[108] In December 2012 Smith announced that Hit Somebody would now be a six-part miniseries[image: External link] on an as yet unknown network. The reason given for the project changing from film to TV was that finding funding or a studio for a hockey movie had proven difficult.[109] Smith announced in March 2015 that Hit Somebody would film in September 2015 until Christmas 2015,[110] but this did not happen.

A second series of Spoilers[image: External link] aired on The Comedy Network[image: External link] in Canada.[111]

In January 2016, during the Television Critics Association[image: External link] press tour, it was announced that Smith will direct an episode of The Flash[image: External link], which premiered in May.[112] Also in January, it was revealed that Smith wrapped production on a half-hour comedy series, Hollyweed, which was written and directed by Smith who also stars in the series with Donnell Rawlings[image: External link], Kristin Bauer van Straten[image: External link], Frankie Shaw[image: External link], Jason Mewes[image: External link], Ralph Garman[image: External link], Adam Brody[image: External link], Hina Abdullah, Pete Pietrangeliand and Harley Quinn Smith[image: External link].[113][114][115]

In May 2016, Smith announced he is adapting The Adventures of Buckaroo Banzai Across the 8th Dimension[image: External link] for television through MGM[image: External link] and stated that he and the company are in the process of shopping it around to a network.[116] In July 2016, it was revealed that Amazon Studios[image: External link] was close to closing a deal to produce The Adventures of Buckaroo Banzai TV series.[117] However, in November 2016 during a Facebook Live Stream, Smith revealed that he would be walking away from the series after MGM filed a lawsuit against the original creators. Although Smith stated he would be willing to come back on board if they wanted him.[118]

In June 2016, Smith revealed that because Universal[image: External link] owns the rights to the Mallrats title that a sequel will not be made, instead, it will be turned into a 10 episode TV series produced by Universal Television[image: External link].[119][120] Also in June, Smith confirmed that the entire cast from the film will reprise their roles in the series with the same premise of the film, but stretched out for the series.[121] Towards the end of the month, Smith announced that he had closed a deal with Universal Television to pitch the series to networks and streaming services in August.[122]

In July 2016, Smith revealed that he will be directing episode 7 of season 3 of The Flash.[123]

In August 2016, Smith announced that he will direct an upcoming episode of Supergirl[image: External link] titled "Supergirl Lives[image: External link]".[124] He then directed another episode of Supergirl, "Distant Sun[image: External link]."

In November 2016, it was revealed that Smith will direct an episode of The Goldbergs[image: External link].[125]

In February 2017, Smith was announced to write, direct, and executive produce a TV series based on the Image Comics title Sam and Twitch[image: External link] for BBC America[image: External link].[126]
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 Acting roles and other appearances




As an actor, Smith is known for his role as Silent Bob[image: External link] in Clerks[image: External link], Mallrats, Chasing Amy, Dogma, Jay And Silent Bob Strike Back[image: External link], and Clerks II. He made a cameo appearance in the horror film Scream 3[image: External link], and was featured along with Jason Mewes[image: External link] in several Degrassi: The Next Generation[image: External link] episodes, including a special, "Jay and Silent Bob Do Degrassi" (also as a fictional version of himself).

Smith also appeared in an mtvU[image: External link] show titled Sucks Less With Kevin Smith[image: External link]. The show gives college students ideas for things to do on the weekends. Smith also played the role of Paul, a cynical divorced man, in a Showtime[image: External link] television series pilot, "Manchild", filmed in December 2006. However, it was not picked up by the network.[127]

From 1995 to 1997, Smith played small roles in the View Askew movies Drawing Flies[image: External link], Vulgar[image: External link], and Big Helium Dog[image: External link].

In 2001, he appeared in friend Jeff Anderson's Now You Know[image: External link]. After an August 2001 appearance on The Tonight Show with Jay Leno[image: External link] to promote Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back, Smith returned to the show for monthly segments as a correspondent. The "Roadside Attractions" segments featured Smith traveling to random locations around the country and showcased places like Howe Caverns[image: External link] in upstate New York and the Fish Market in Seattle[image: External link]. While five of these segments were included on the Jersey Girl DVD, at least twelve were aired on the actual show. Smith regularly appeared on the program to introduce the pre-taped pieces.

In 2003, Smith appeared in a cameo role as coroner Jack Kirby[image: External link] in the film Daredevil. In 2006, he voiced the Moose in the CGI cartoon Doogal[image: External link].

In early 2005, Smith appeared in three episodes[image: External link] of the Canadian-made teen drama Degrassi: The Next Generation[image: External link]. Smith is an avid fan of the original Degrassi[image: External link] series Degrassi Junior High[image: External link] and Degrassi High[image: External link], and references to the original are present in some of his early films. In the episodes, Smith, portraying a fictionalized version of himself, visited the school to work on the (fictional) film Jay and Silent Bob Go Canadian, Eh! Smith wrote his own dialogue for the episodes. All three episodes were collected on a DVD entitled Jay and Silent Bob Do Degrassi. Smith and Mewes reappeared in two episodes the following season, in which they returned to Degrassi for the Toronto premiere of the movie. Smith also appeared in the 2009 made-for-TV movie Degrassi Goes Hollywood[image: External link].

In 2006, Smith guest reviewed on Ebert & Roeper[image: External link], in place of Roger Ebert[image: External link], who was recovering from thyroid cancer[image: External link] treatment. These spots have been notable for the arguments between Smith and Richard Roeper[image: External link] over certain films, with Smith often citing Roeper's negative review of Jersey Girl to discredit his review of the film at hand. On one appearance, Smith compared Craig Brewer[image: External link]'s Black Snake Moan[image: External link] to the works of William Faulkner[image: External link].

Smith was featured as one of the interview subjects in This Film Is Not Yet Rated[image: External link], a 2006 documentary about the Motion Picture Association of America[image: External link]'s process of rating films. Smith discussed how Jersey Girl receiving an R rating, on the basis of a conversation two characters in that film have about masturbation, which MPAA head Joan Graves[image: External link] told Smith she wouldn't feel comfortable having her 16-year-old daughter watching. Smith's response was to question whether Graves' daughter hadn't already masturbated or learned about masturbation, arguing that his film was not teaching 16-year-olds anything they did not already know.[128]

In 2006 Smith appeared in a number of films. He co-starred as Sam in the film Catch and Release[image: External link], starring Jennifer Garner.[129] Later that year, he appeared as a hacker called The Warlock in the fourth installment of the Die Hard[image: External link] franchise, Live Free or Die Hard[image: External link].[130] At year's end, he appeared briefly in friend and fellow writer-director Richard Kelly's[image: External link] Southland Tales[image: External link], in which he played the legless conspiracy theorist General Simon Theory. That same year, Smith also did voicework for the CGI film TMNT[image: External link] as a diner chef. He was also seen as Rusty (a friend of lead Jason Mewes) in Bottoms Up[image: External link] with co-star Paris Hilton.

Smith has also cameoed in the second-season premiere[image: External link] of the sitcom Joey[image: External link], where he played himself, on an episode of Law & Order[image: External link] (2000, episode "Black, White and Blue"), Duck Dodgers[image: External link] (2003 as Hal Jordan[image: External link], voice only) and Yes, Dear[image: External link] (2004, as himself and as Silent Bob behind the end credits). Smith appeared in the second episode of season two of Veronica Mars[image: External link], playing a store clerk. He stated on his Web site that Veronica Mars is some of the best television work ever produced.[131]

Smith has appeared in five Q&A documentaries: An Evening with Kevin Smith[image: External link], An Evening with Kevin Smith 2: Evening Harder[image: External link] and Sold Out: A Threevening with Kevin Smith[image: External link]. The fourth installment, Kevin Smith: Too Fat for 40[image: External link] was broadcast on Epix[image: External link] on October 23, 2010. The fifth Q&A, Kevin Smith: Burn in Hell[image: External link] also broadcast on Epix beginning February 11, 2012. The first is a collection of filmed appearances at American colleges, while the sequel was shot at two Q&A shows held in Toronto[image: External link] and London. The third and fourth were filmed in Red Bank, New Jersey at the Count Basie Theater on Smith's 37th and 40th birthdays, respectively. The fifth was filmed in Austin, Texas at the Paramount Theater. The first two DVD sets were released by Sony Home Video, while the third was put out by the Weinstein Company. Smith appears with Marvel Comics guru Stan Lee[image: External link] in Marvel Then & Now: An Evening With Stan Lee and Joe Quesada, hosted by Kevin Smith. The film is similar in tone to the Evening with Kevin Smith series. Proceeds from the sale of the film benefit The Hero Initiative[image: External link], a charitable organization that aids ill or aging comic book creators.[132]

Smith played himself in the video game Lego Batman 3: Beyond Gotham[image: External link]. He also appears as a playable character.[133]

In February 2016, it was revealed that Smith will team with AMC[image: External link] and The Weinstein Company[image: External link] to co-host a late night talk show with Greg Grunberg[image: External link] titled Geeking Out[image: External link] which premiered in July 2016, covering San Diego Comic-Con with 8 subsequent episodes running weekly.[134][135] Geeking Out will air on July 24, 2016.[136]

Smith also appears as himself in Call of Duty: Infinite Warfare[image: External link] Zombies, as a cameo in the map, Rave in the Redwoods.

In 2017, he appeared as himself in the animated movie Teen Titans: The Judas Contract[image: External link] from the DC Universe Animated Original Movies[image: External link] series.
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 Public appearances




Smith's longest Q&A session took place April 2, 2005, at the Count Basie Theatre[image: External link] in Red Bank[image: External link], New Jersey.[137] The sold-out event was over seven hours long, took place from 8 pm through 3 am (which due to daylight saving time[image: External link], was actually 4 am). Following the Q&A, he opened Jay and Silent Bob's Secret Stash[image: External link] for a meet-and-greet with the numerous remaining audience members, which ended around 6:30 am. Smith then hopped on a plane and did another Q&A at the Raue Center for the Arts in Crystal Lake[image: External link], Illinois, that night. Planned for two hours, it lasted just over five hours, ending a little after 1 am Central time.[138]

In 2009 Smith made a sold out appearance at Carnegie Hall[image: External link] and the Sydney Opera House[image: External link] in 2010.[139][140]
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 On the Internet




Smith has a website, The View Askewniverse, which opened in late 1995. He also has an online blog, "My Boring-Ass Life", the contents of which were published in a book by the same name. Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back's fictional website MoviePoopShoot.com became real in 2002. It became Quick Stop Entertainment[image: External link] and was the home of SModcast until it was sold and SModcast moved to a dedicated website SModcast.com[image: External link], which also carries the other SModcast network podcasts[image: External link] in early 2010.

On February 5, 2007, Smith and Scott Mosier[image: External link] began SModcast[image: External link], a regular comedy podcast. SModcast has since spawned into a podcast network called the SModcast podcast network which began in 2010, its own digital radio[image: External link] station called SModcast Internet Radio (S.I.R) in 2011 and an internet television channel SModCo Internet Television (S.I.T.) in 2012.

On June 4, 2012, Smith premiered his Hulu[image: External link]-exclusive weekly series Spoilers[image: External link], described as an "anti-movie review" series, where Smith takes a group of people to a new movie and has them comment on what they've seen. Other segments on the show include interviews with celebrities, and the "Criterion Lounge", where Smith discusses a Criterion Collection[image: External link] movie available on DVD and the Hulu Plus service.[141]

On December 14, 2015, Kevin Smith began posting his "Fatman on Batman" series on YouTube[image: External link].[142]

In late 2015, Smith and Jason Mewes began the web series "What's in the Box?" on the Screen Junkies[image: External link] website, through the site's streaming service.
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 Secret Stash




Smith owns and operates Jay and Silent Bob's Secret Stash[image: External link] in Red Bank[image: External link], New Jersey, a comic book store largely dedicated to merchandise related to his films and comics. He purchased the original store in January 1997 for US$30,000, using the money he earned from Clerks.[3] The current location is its second. The store was moved to a defunct ice cream parlor on Broad St. after Smith sold the Monmouth St. property. The New Jersey location is managed by Smith's long-time friend Walt Flanagan[image: External link], who appears frequently in Smith's films. A second Secret Stash in the Westwood section of Los Angeles was opened in September 2004 and was managed by long-time associate Bryan Johnson, who has appeared in Smith's films as Steve-Dave.[143] Smith had announced that he would close after his lease expired and Johnson wanted to resign, but eventually relocated to Laser Blazer, a DVD store in Los Angeles.[144] In January 2009 the West Coast Store closed, leaving the east coast store as Smith's only operating store.[145]
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 Personal life




After the success of his first films, Smith lived in Los Angeles, though he disliked no longer being near his New Jersey[image: External link] friends. He dated actress Joey Lauren Adams[image: External link], and declared his desire to marry her in Time magazine, but they began to grow apart after he spoke of staying in Los Angeles permanently and starting a life with her. When Smith's grandmother became ill, he returned to Red Bank and remained there, realizing that that was where he belonged. Smith and Adams' relationship was tested by their working together on Chasing Amy, the set of which saw a heated argument between the two. The two broke up in June 1997.[3]

Smith is married to Jennifer Schwalbach Smith[image: External link], whom he met while she was interviewing him for USA Today.[146] They got married at Skywalker Ranch[image: External link] on April 25, 1999.[147] He photographed her for a nude pictorial in Playboy that consisted of photographs by various celebrities. Their daughter, Harley Quinn Smith[image: External link], was born June 26, 1999, and was named after the character[image: External link] from the Batman comics.[148] They live in the Hollywood Hills[image: External link],[105] in a house Smith purchased from longtime friend Ben Affleck in 2003.[149]

Initially raised Catholic, Smith began to develop doubts about his beliefs in his early 20s, and came to see Catholic Mass[image: External link] as "dry and lip-servicey." Seeking out advice, Smith spoke to a priest, who analogized faith to liquid filling a shot glass, and explained that the glass grows in size as a person grows older, and thus the same knowledge that satisfies a person as a child can be insufficient as an adult. Smith read extensively on Christianity, explored other religions, read the Biblical apocrypha[image: External link], and tried joining a Pentecostal congregation. The thoughts and ideas he explored during this time formed the inspiration for his film Dogma, the beginning of which features characters using the shot glass metaphor used by the priest. Though Smith still regularly attended Mass as late as 1998,[3] he stated on "Back to the Well", a feature on the Clerks II documentary, that now he only goes to Mass on the day before he starts production of a film, and the day before it premieres. Nevertheless, Smith told the BBC[image: External link] that he firmly professes a belief in God[image: External link]. He said, "Proof of God is that I have a career."[150]

He never smoked until his debut film, Clerks, in which he used the cigarettes as a prop, but did not inhale. He has said that prior to filming Clerks, he was a staunch non-smoker.[not in citation given[image: External link]][151][ page needed[image: External link]] He quit smoking cigarettes in 2008 after taking up smoking cannabis[image: External link] after working with Seth Rogen[image: External link] on Zack and Miri Make a Porno[image: External link].[152]

Smith has had a history of yo-yo dieting, being an avid supporter of "Optifast". He lost 50 pounds upon meeting his wife. In 2008 he weighed in excess of 400lb, though after eliminating sugar from his diet and taking up juice fasts, he lowered himself to 210lb.

Smith is an avid hockey fan and loyal New Jersey Devils[image: External link] fan. He is also a fan of the Edmonton Oilers[image: External link].[153]
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 2010 Southwest Airlines incident




On February 13, 2010, Kevin Smith was on board a full Southwest Airlines[image: External link] flight in Oakland bound for Burbank when he was asked to leave the plane, allegedly over their safety policy, which specifies space allocation and an armrests-must-be-down rule.[154] According to Smith, he was able to put both armrests down in accordance with Southwest Airlines policy, and both passengers on either side did not object to his presence. There was also another passenger larger than Smith on the same plane (although Smith did not comment on this at the time, saying he didn't want to "Throw a fellow fatty under the bus"). Smith agreed to leave the flight after the employee told him the captain wanted him to leave. Smith was insulted by what he felt was humiliating treatment. After they exited the plane, he argued with the employee, trying to get a clear explanation for what had happened and who was responsible. He doubted that the captain had anything to do with the situation, and speculated it may have been one of the employees between the gate and the plane. After being booked on a later flight and being offered a $100 Southwest Airlines voucher, which he turned down, Smith lashed out at Southwest Airlines on his Twitter account, holding the organization responsible for the actions of the employees in question.[155]

Southwest Airlines representatives later released two statements regarding the incident via their blog.[156] In the first statement, Southwest claimed that Smith "has been known to (...) purchase two Southwest seats" and cited its "Customer of Size" policy which requires that customers who cannot put their armrests down purchase two seats. In his podcast, Smith stated that he regularly purchased two seats, and had done so the previous week, because he preferred not having to sit next to anyone, not due to his size. The first statement also claimed that the flight captain personally determined that Smith was too large to fly. In its second statement, Southwest contradicted this claim, stating that the captain had not singled out Smith.[157]

Smith later released an entire episode of SModcast[image: External link] devoted to the subject, giving a lengthy description of the incident, in which he claimed that he had been able to lower the armrests completely and comfortably and claimed to have been repeatedly lied to by airline personnel. He also referred to the airline as the " Greyhound[image: External link] of the Air" and vowed to never fly the airline again.[158]

Smith also released 24 video statements on YouTube further describing the incident.[159]
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 Filmography




Main article: Kevin Smith filmography[image: External link]



	
Clerks[image: External link] (1994)

	
Mallrats (1995)

	
Chasing Amy (1997)

	
Dogma (1999)

	
Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back (2001)

	
Jersey Girl (2004)

	
Clerks II (2006)

	
Zack and Miri Make a Porno[image: External link] (2008)

	
Cop Out[image: External link] (2010)

	
Red State[image: External link] (2011)

	
Tusk[image: External link] (2014)

	
Holidays[image: External link] (2016) ("Halloween" segment)


	
Yoga Hosers[image: External link] (2016)
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 Recognition




Main article: List of awards and recognitions for Kevin Smith[image: External link]
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 Books





	
Silent Bob Speaks[image: External link] (2005)

	
My Boring Ass Life: The Uncomfortably Candid Diary of Kevin Smith[image: External link] (2007)

	
Shootin' the Sh*t with Kevin Smith[image: External link] (2009)

	
Tough Sh*t: Life Advice from a Fat, Lazy Slob Who Did Good[image: External link] (2012)

	
Jay and Silent Bob's Blueprints For Destroying Everything (2014)
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 Comics





	
Chasing Dogma[image: External link] (with Duncan Fegredo[image: External link], Oni Press, 1998–1999)

	
Daredevil: Guardian Devil[image: External link] (with Joe Quesada[image: External link], Marvel Comics, 1998–1999)

	
Bluntman & Chronic[image: External link] (with Michael Avon Oeming[image: External link] and Neil Vokes, Image Comics, 2001)

	
Green Arrow: Quiver[image: External link] (with Phil Hester[image: External link], DC Comics, 2001–2002)

	
Green Arrow[image: External link]: Sounds of Violence (with Phil Hester, DC Comics, 2002)

	
Spider-Man/Black Cat: The Evil that Men Do[image: External link] (with Terry Dodson[image: External link], Marvel Comics, 2002, 2005–2006)

	
Daredevil/Bullseye: The Target[image: External link] (with Glenn Fabry[image: External link], Marvel Comics, 2003)

	
Batman: Cacophony[image: External link] (with Walt Flanagan[image: External link], DC Comics, 2008–2009)

	
Batman: The Widening Gyre[image: External link] (with Walt Flanagan, DC Comics, 2009–2010)

	
Green Hornet[image: External link] (with Jonathan Lau, Dynamite Entertainment, 2010)

	
The Bionic Man[image: External link] (with Jonathan Lau, Phil Hester, Dynamite Entertainment, 2011–2012)

	
Batman '66 Meets the Green Hornet[image: External link] (with Ty Templeton[image: External link], DC Comics/Dynamite Entertainment, 2014)

	
Batman: Bellicosity[image: External link] (with Walt Flanagan, DC Comics, TBA) *Still in planning*




	Trade paperback introductions




	
Preacher[image: External link]: Until the end of the World (by Garth Ennis, Vertigo Comics, 1995)

	
Hitman[image: External link]: 10,000 Bullets (by Garth Ennis[image: External link], DC Comics, 1996)
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Chasing Amy






Chasing Amy is a 1997 American romantic[image: External link] comedy-drama[image: External link] film written and directed by Kevin Smith. The film is about a male comic artist who falls in love with a lesbian[image: External link], to the displeasure of his best friend. It is the third film in Smith's View Askewniverse[image: External link] series.

The film was originally inspired by a brief scene from an early movie by a friend of Smith's. In Guinevere Turner[image: External link]'s Go Fish[image: External link], one of the lesbian characters imagines her friends passing judgment on her for "selling out" by sleeping with a man. Kevin Smith was dating star Joey Lauren Adams[image: External link] at the time he was writing the script, which was also partly inspired by her.[3]

The film won two awards at the 1998 Independent Spirit Awards[image: External link] (Best Screenplay for Smith and Best Supporting Actor for Jason Lee[image: External link]).
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 Plot




Holden McNeil (Ben Affleck) and Banky Edwards (Jason Lee[image: External link]) are comic book artists and lifelong friends. They meet fellow comic book artist Alyssa Jones (Joey Lauren Adams[image: External link]) at a comic book convention[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link], where they are promoting their comic Bluntman and Chronic[image: External link]. Holden is attracted to Alyssa, but soon learns that she is a lesbian. The two begin hanging out, and a deep friendship develops. Eventually, Holden is no longer able to contain his feelings, and confesses his love to Alyssa. She is initially angry with him, but that night, the two begin a romantic relationship.

This new development worsens the tension between Holden and Banky, who hates and mistrusts Alyssa and is disturbed by her and Holden's relationship. Banky investigates and uncovers dirt on Alyssa's past, and he reports to Holden that Alyssa participated in a threesome[image: External link] with two guys during high school, which gave her the nickname "Finger Cuffs[image: External link]". Holden is deeply upset by this revelation, having previously believed that he is the first man Alyssa had ever slept with. He angrily confronts Alyssa while attending a hockey game, and clumsily attempts baiting her into confessing. During a tearful argument, she tells Holden about her "many" youthful sexual experimentations. She apologizes for letting him believe that he was the only man she had been with. However, she refuses to apologize for her past, and Holden leaves feeling disillusioned and furious.

Later, during lunch with Jay and Silent Bob[image: External link] (Jason Mewes[image: External link] and Kevin Smith), Silent Bob reveals that he was once in a relationship similar to Holden's. Despite the fact that he was in love with his girlfriend, Amy, his neurosis about her adventurous sexual past caused him to sabotage the relationship and leave her. Angry at himself for letting her go, he has "spent every day since then chasing Amy, so to speak."

Moved by Silent Bob's story, Holden devises a plan to fix both his relationship with Alyssa and his estranged friendship with Banky. He invites them both over and tells Alyssa that he would like to get over her past and remain her boyfriend. He also tells Banky that he realizes that Banky is in love with him—kissing him passionately to prove the point. Holden suggests a threesome[image: External link]. Though initially shocked, Banky agrees to participate, whereas Alyssa explains to Holden that it will not save their relationship. Before leaving, she states that she loves him, but she will not be his "whore." Banky also leaves the apartment, ending their friendship.

One year later, both Banky and Holden are busy promoting their own respective comics at a convention in New York[image: External link]. It is revealed that Holden has dissolved their partnership over Bluntman and Chronic, leaving the viewer with the assumption that he sold the publishing and creative rights over to Banky (which is corroborated in the beginning of Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back). Banky smiles sadly at seeing his old friend, who silently congratulates him for his success on his own comic. Banky gestures over to a booth hosted by Alyssa, and provides wordless encouragement to Holden to go talk to her. He has a brief, quietly emotional conversation with Alyssa, and gives her a copy of Chasing Amy, his new comic based on their failed relationship. After Holden leaves, Alyssa's new girlfriend (Virginia Smith) arrives and asks who she was talking to. A shaken, misty-eyed Alyssa replies, "Oh, just some guy I knew."
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 Cast





	
Ben Affleck as Holden McNeil

	
Joey Lauren Adams[image: External link] as Alyssa Jones

	
Jason Lee[image: External link] as Banky Edwards[image: External link]


	
Dwight Ewell[image: External link] as Hooper X

	
Jason Mewes[image: External link] as Jay[image: External link]


	
Kevin Smith as Silent Bob[image: External link]


	
Ethan Suplee[image: External link] as Fan

	
Scott Mosier[image: External link] as Collector

	
Casey Affleck as Little Kid

	
Matt Damon as Shawn Oran

	
Brian O'Halloran[image: External link] as Jim Hicks

	
Carmen Llywelyn[image: External link] as Kim

	
Guinevere Turner[image: External link] as Singer

	
Joe Quesada[image: External link] (uncredited) as Himself
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 Reception
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 Box office




On a budget of $250,000, the film grossed a total of $12,021,272 in theaters.[1][2][4] Chasing Amy played at three locations and earned $52,446 upon its opening weekend in the United States.[5] The following week, the film was expanded to a further twenty-two theaters where it grossed $302,406.[6] During the 18–20 April 1997 weekend, Chasing Amy was screened at a further 494 locations, where it earned $1,642,402 and moved into the Top 10.[7]
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 Film critics




Chasing Amy received positive reviews from critics. Review aggregation website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gave the film a score of 88% based on reviews from 83 critics, with a rating average[image: External link] of 7.4 out of 10.[8] According to the site's summary of the critical consensus, "Chasing Amy explores gender roles, sexual mores, and the limits of friendship with a mixture of sensitivity, raw honesty, and director/screenwriter Kevin Smith's signature raunchy humor."[8] Metacritic[image: External link], which assigns a score of 1–100 to individual film reviews, gives the film an average rating of 71 based on 28 reviews.[9] Audiences polled by Cinemascore gave the film a grade A-minus.[10]

Roger Ebert[image: External link] of the Chicago Sun-Times said "While the surface of his film sparkles with sharp, ironic dialogue, deeper issues are forming, and Chasing Amy develops into a film of touching insights. Most romantic comedies place phony obstacles in the way of true love, but Smith knows that at some level there's nothing funny about being in love: It's a dead serious business, in which your entire being is at risk."[11] Ebert believed the film was an improvement over Smith's previous effort Mallrats and he added that Adams was a discovery.[11] Charles Taylor, writing for Salon, quipped "Chasing Amy isn't going to single-handedly save romantic comedy, but Smith (Clerks) has made the only romantic comedy in quite a while that acknowledges, even celebrates, the fact that love and sex are emotional anarchy."[12]
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Academic critics have criticized the movie for its stereotypical portrayal of lesbians,[13] and its limited views on sexuality, for instance "while individual lesbian characters may now have some range and depth and narrative engagement, lesbian culture is still depicted (if depicted at all) in the narrowest and most stereotypical of ways."[14]
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	Award
	Date of ceremony
	Category
	Recipients and nominees
	Result



	British Independent Film Awards[image: External link][15]
	October 29, 1998
	Best Foreign Independent Film[image: External link]
	Chasing Amy
	Nominated



	Chicago Film Critics Association[image: External link][16]
	March 1, 1998[image: External link]
	Most Promising Actress
	Joey Lauren Adams
	Won



	Golden Globe Award[17]
	January 18, 1998[image: External link]
	Best Actress in a Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link]
	Joey Lauren Adams
	Nominated



	Independent Spirit Awards[image: External link][18]
	March 21, 1998
	Best Film[image: External link]
	Chasing Amy
	Nominated



	Best Screenplay[image: External link]
	Kevin Smith
	Won



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Jason Lee
	Won



	Las Vegas Film Critics Society[19]
	January 1998
	Most Promising Actress
	Joey Lauren Adams
	Won



	Los Angeles Film Critics Association[image: External link][20]
	January 15, 1996[image: External link]
	Best Screenplay[image: External link]
	Kevin Smith
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Awards[image: External link][21]
	May 30, 1998[image: External link]
	Best Breakthrough Performance[image: External link]
	Joey Lauren Adams
	Nominated



	Best Kiss[image: External link]
	Joey Lauren Adams and Carmen Llywelyn
	Nominated



	National Board of Review of Motion Pictures[image: External link][22]
	December 8, 1998[image: External link]
	Special Recognition for Excellence in Filmmaking
	Chasing Amy
	Won






The film is recognized by American Film Institute[image: External link] in these lists:


	2002: AFI's 100 Years...100 Passions[image: External link] – Nominated[23]
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 Home media




A special edition DVD was released with 1.85:1 anamorphic widescreen[image: External link] picture and Dolby[image: External link] 5.1 surround sound. It includes the following bonus features: Audio commentary from cast and crew; Introduction by Smith; deleted scenes[image: External link]; outtakes[image: External link]; and a theatrical trailer[image: External link].

Chasing Amy was originally released as a Criterion Collection[image: External link] Laserdisc[image: External link]. Smith raised eyebrows when he recorded the running commentary for the Laserdisc[image: External link], as he started it by saying, "This is a Laserdisc, and I'd like to take a moment to say 'fuck DVD'." When Criterion released the DVD—which re-uses the Laserdisc running commentary—Smith recorded a special introduction in which he apologized for the comment and jokingly attributed it to Jason Mewes[image: External link].

It was rumored that 2007 would see the release of a Chasing Amy X DVD, in a similar vein as the Clerks X[image: External link] DVD and the Mallrats: 10th Anniversary DVDs. But at Comic-Con 2007, Smith confirmed that a special "supplementary" DVD would be released the following year to go along with the Criterion Collection DVD released earlier that will just have more extras on it.[24] Smith later said Criterion rejected the idea of a special edition as "double dipping", but he is hopeful that new featurettes can be included on a future Blu-ray Disc[image: External link] release of the film.[25]

Smith revealed in early 2009 at a Q&A session in Vancouver[image: External link] that he and the film's cast were currently recording new material for an upcoming Criterion Blu-ray release of the film.[26]
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 Novel




In Japan[image: External link], the screenplay of Chasing Amy was adapted into a novel by Kenichi Eguchi and published by Aoyama Publishing. The unique concept of the book is that it is roughly half-novel, half- manga[image: External link], with Moyoko Anno[image: External link] providing the art for the comic book pages.[27] In an episode of SModcast[image: External link], Smith revealed that while he was thrilled to have a manga based on his film, he was shocked when he read the novelization, as the characters' sexual histories, which are just mentioned in conversation in the film, are depicted in the novel's manga illustrations as very sexually graphic flashbacks.
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 Cultural references




In a scene originally written for Mallrats, several principal characters share memories of sexual escapades gone awry. This scene reveals the character's own emotional "sex scars" and was purposefully created—down to the style of dialogue and set dressing—to mirror a scene from Steven Spielberg[image: External link]'s Jaws[image: External link] in which Quint and Hooper share the physical scars they've both earned from encounters with sharks.[28]
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Dogma (film)






This article is about the 1999 film. For the avant-garde filmmaking movement, see Dogma 95[image: External link].

Dogma is a 1999 American fantasy[image: External link] comedy film[image: External link], written and directed by Kevin Smith, who also stars along with Ben Affleck, Matt Damon, Linda Fiorentino[image: External link], Alan Rickman[image: External link], Bud Cort[image: External link], Salma Hayek[image: External link], Chris Rock[image: External link], Jason Lee[image: External link], George Carlin[image: External link], Janeane Garofalo[image: External link], Alanis Morissette[image: External link], and Jason Mewes[image: External link]. It is the fourth film in Smith's View Askewniverse[image: External link] series. Brian O'Halloran[image: External link] and Jeff Anderson[image: External link], stars of the first Askewniverse film Clerks[image: External link], have cameo roles[image: External link], as do Smith regulars Scott Mosier[image: External link], Dwight Ewell[image: External link], Walt Flanagan[image: External link], and Bryan Johnson[image: External link].

The film's irreverent treatment of Catholicism[image: External link] and the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] triggered considerable controversy, even before its opening. The Catholic League[image: External link] denounced it as blasphemy[image: External link].[2] Organized protests delayed its release in many countries and led to at least two death threats against Smith.[3][4] The plot revolves around two fallen angels[image: External link] who plan to employ an alleged loophole in Catholic dogma[image: External link] to return to Heaven after being cast out by God[image: External link]; but as existence is founded on the principle that God is infallible[image: External link], their success would prove God wrong and thus undo all creation. The last scion[image: External link] and two prophets are sent by the seraph[image: External link] Metatron[image: External link] to stop them.
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Bartleby[image: External link] (Affleck) and Loki[image: External link] (Damon) are fallen angels[image: External link], eternally banished from Heaven[image: External link] to Wisconsin[image: External link] for insubordination, after an inebriated Loki (with Bartleby's encouragement) resigned as the Angel of Death. In a newspaper article that arrives anonymously, the angels discover a way home: The trendy Cardinal Ignatius Glick (Carlin) is rededicating his church in Red Bank, New Jersey[image: External link] in the image of the "Buddy Christ[image: External link]". Anyone entering during the rededication festivities will receive a plenary indulgence[image: External link], remitting all sins, and permitting direct entry into Heaven.[5] They receive encouragement from an unexpected source: the demon[image: External link] Azrael[image: External link] (Lee), and the Stygian[image: External link] Triplets, three teenage hoodlums who serve Azrael in Hell[image: External link].

Bethany Sloane[image: External link] (Fiorentino)—a depressed, infertile[image: External link], divorced[image: External link] abortion clinic[image: External link] counselor—attends a service at her church in Illinois. Donations are solicited for a campaign to stop a New Jersey hospital from disconnecting life support on John Doe Jersey (Cort), a homeless man who was beaten senseless by the Triplets. Metatron[image: External link] (Rickman)—a seraph[image: External link], and the voice of God—appears to Bethany in a pillar of fire and explains that if Bartleby and Loki succeed in re-entering Heaven, they will overrule the word of God, disprove the fundamental concept of God's omnipotence[image: External link], and nullify all of existence. Bethany, aided by two prophets[image: External link], must stop the angels and save the universe.

Now a target, Bethany is attacked by the Triplets, who are driven off by the two foretold prophets—drug-dealing stoners Jay and Silent Bob[image: External link] (Mewes and Smith). Bethany and the prophets are joined by Rufus (Rock), the thirteenth apostle[image: External link] (omitted from the Bible[image: External link], he says, because he is black[image: External link]), and Serendipity (Hayek), the Muse of creative inspiration, now working in a strip club in search of inspiration of her own. Azrael summons the Golgothan—a vile creature made of human excrement—but Bob immobilizes it with aerosol air freshener.

On a train to New Jersey, a drunken Bethany reveals her mission to Bartleby, who tries to kill her; Bob throws the angels off the train. Bartleby and Loki now realize the consequences of their scheme; Loki wants no part of destroying all existence, but Bartleby remains angry at God for his expulsion, and for granting free will[image: External link] to humans while demanding servitude of angels, and resolves to proceed.

In New Jersey, Bethany demands answers: Who told the angels about the plenary indulgence loophole? Why must she stop them? Why hasn't God intervened himself? Metatron confesses that God's whereabouts are unknown; he disappeared while visiting New Jersey in human form to play skee ball[image: External link]. So the task falls to Bethany, because—she now learns—she is the last scion[image: External link], the great-great-great-great-great-great-great-great-grandniece of Jesus[image: External link].

The group attempts in vain to persuade Glick to cancel the celebration; a frustrated Jay steals one of Glick's golf clubs. Their only remaining option is to keep the angels out of the church; but Azrael and the Triplets trap them in a bar to prevent them from doing so. Azrael reveals that he sent the news clipping to the angels; he would rather end all existence than spend eternity in Hell. Bob kills Azrael with the golf club, which Glick had blessed to improve his game. Bethany blesses the bar sink's contents, and the others drown the Triplets in the holy water[image: External link]. They race to the church, where Bartleby is venting eons of frustration by killing Glick, his parishioners, and assorted bystanders. When Loki—who is now wingless, and therefore a mortal, with a conscience—attempts to stop him, Bartleby kills him as well.

Jay desperately attempts to seduce Bethany before all existence ends; when he mentions John Doe Jersey, Bethany puts it all together. Bethany and Bob race across the street to the hospital, as the others try to block Bartleby's path to the church. Bethany disconnects John's life support, liberating God, but killing herself. Bartleby reaches the church entrance, where he confronts God (Morissette), who annihilates him with her voice. Bob arrives with Bethany's lifeless body; God resurrects her, and conceives a child—the new last scion—within her womb. God, Metatron, Rufus, and Serendipity return to Heaven, leaving Bethany and the prophets to reflect on the past, and the future.
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 Cast






	
Ben Affleck as Bartleby

	
Matt Damon as Loki

	
Linda Fiorentino[image: External link] as Bethany Sloane, the last scion

	
Salma Hayek[image: External link] as Serendipity

	
Jason Lee[image: External link] as Azrael[image: External link]


	
Jason Mewes[image: External link] as Jay

	
Alan Rickman[image: External link] as Metatron[image: External link]


	
Chris Rock[image: External link] as Rufus, the thirteenth apostle

	
Kevin Smith as Silent Bob

	
George Carlin[image: External link] as Cardinal Ignatius Glick

	
Bud Cort[image: External link] as John Doe Jersey/God

	
Alanis Morissette[image: External link] as God[image: External link]


	
Betty Aberlin[image: External link] as a nun

	
Jeff Anderson[image: External link] as a gun salesman

	
Brian O'Halloran[image: External link] as Grant Hicks, a reporter

	
Janeane Garofalo[image: External link] as Liz, Bethany's co-worker

	
Dwight Ewell[image: External link] as Kane, a gang leader

	
Guinevere Turner[image: External link] as a bus station attendant

	
Bryan Johnson[image: External link] as Protester #1 (Steve-Dave Pulatsi)

	
Walter Flanagan[image: External link] as Protester #2 (Walter the fanboy)

	Barret Hackney, Jared Pfennigwerth, and Kitao Sakurai as the Stygian Triplets

	
Ethan Suplee[image: External link] as the voice of the Golgothan
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 Production




Smith and his production partner Scott Mosier[image: External link] assembled a group of visual artists to realize their concept of a surreal, abstract environment "somewhere between reality and unreality": production designer Robert Holtzman, special effects supervisor Charles Belardinelli, creature effects supervisor Vincent Guastini, costume designer Abigail Murray, and director of photography Robert Yeoman[image: External link].[6]
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 Locations




The Triplets' attack on John Doe Jersey was filmed on the boardwalk[image: External link] in Asbury Park, New Jersey[image: External link]; all other scenes were shot in and around Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania[image: External link]. The Mexican restaurant in which Metatron explains Bethany's mission was the Franklin Inn in Franklin Park[image: External link], north of Pittsburgh. Serendipity's pole dance and the Golgothan confrontation took place at the Park View Cafe (since renamed Crazy Mocha) on East North Avenue in Pittsburgh. The heroes plan their final strategy in the Grand Concourse Restaurant in the restored Pittsburgh and Lake Erie Railroad Station[image: External link]. St Michael’s Church, site of the apocalyptic climax, is the Saints Peter and Paul Church—now vacant—in East Liberty[image: External link].[7]
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 Casting




Critics expressed surprise at the film's eclectic casting, which Smith said was done deliberately to emphasize contrasts between characters—Rickman as the powerful Metatron, for example, opposite Mewes as the hopelessly verbose stoner Jay, "...a Shakespearean trained actor of the highest order next to a dude from New Jersey." Smith warned Mewes that he would have to take his acting to a higher level. "I really impressed upon him that he had to be prepared for this movie. 'There are real actors in this one,' we kept telling him."[6] In response, Mewes memorized not only his own dialogue but the entire screenplay, because he "didn't want to piss off that Rickman dude".[8]

Other unorthodox casting decisions included Mexican actress Salma Hayek as Serendipity—"the [Muse] who throughout history inspired all the geniuses of art and music, like Mozart and Michelangelo, and never got any of the credit"—and singer-songwriter Alanis Morissette as God. "There's a Zen Buddhist serenity to Alanis that calls to mind something otherworldly," Smith explained. "She's definitely ethereal in nature, even when not speaking, and she carries an air about her that played into the role."[6]
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 Deleted scene




On the film's official website, Smith described a scene that did not make the final cut: a climactic face-off in the hospital between Silent Bob, a badly burned and half-decomposed Triplet, and the Golgothan. The battle was to end with the Triplet killing Bethany (temporarily), and God, newly liberated, transforming the Golgothan into flowers. Test audiences felt there was "too much Golgothan", and the film's run time already exceeded two hours, so the scene was eliminated.[9]
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 Soundtrack




The soundtrack album accompanying the film was released in the United States on November 2, 1999, by Warner Bros. Records[image: External link]. It features an orchestral score by Howard Shore[image: External link], performed by the London Philharmonic Orchestra[image: External link]; and the song "Still", written, performed, and produced by Morissette. Stephen Thomas Erlewine[image: External link] of Allmusic[image: External link] described the "rich, effective" score as "alternately melodramatic and humorous".[10]
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 Reception
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 Box office




Dogma was 1999's third-highest grossing film in its opening weekend, behind The Bone Collector[image: External link] and Pokémon: The First Movie[image: External link], grossing $8.7 million.[11] The film grossed a domestic total of $30.7 million from a $10 million budget.[1]
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 Critical response




On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the film has an approval rating of 67% based on 126 reviews, with an average rating of 6.2/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Provocative and audacious, Dogma is an uneven but thoughtful religious satire that's both respectful and irreverent."[12] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film received a score of 62 out of 100, based on 36 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[13]

Some religious groups—in particular the activist Catholic League[image: External link]—denounced the film as blasphemous[image: External link].[14] Other groups staged protests outside theaters screening the film;[15] but Chicago Sun-Times's critic Roger Ebert[image: External link] noted that there was no official objection from the Catholic Church[image: External link] itself. "We are actually free in this country to disagree about religion," Ebert wrote, "and blasphemy is not a crime." Ebert awarded the film three-and-a-half stars (of four).[16]

The film was screened, but was not entered in competition, at the 1999 Cannes Film Festival. Smith's screenplay received Independent Spirit Award[image: External link] and Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America[image: External link] nominations.[17]
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 Sequel




In late November 2005, Smith responded to talk of a possible sequel[image: External link] on the ViewAskew.com message boards:


So weird you should ask this, because ever since 9/11[image: External link], I have been thinking about a sequel of sorts. I mean, the worst terrorist[image: External link] attack on American soil was religiously bent. In the wake of said attack, the leader of the "Free World" outed himself as pretty damned Christian[image: External link]. In the last election[image: External link], rather than a quagmire war abroad[image: External link], the big issue was whether or not gay marriage was moral. Back when I made Dogma, I always maintained that another movie about religion wouldn't be forthcoming, as Dogma was the product of 28 years of religious and spiritual meditation, and I'd kinda shot my wad on the subject. Now? I think I might have more to say. And, yes, the Last Scion would be at the epicenter of it. And she'd have to be played by Alanis. And we'd need a bigger budget, because the entire third act would be the Apocalypse[image: External link]. Scary thing is this: the film would have to touch on Islam[image: External link]. And unlike the Catholic League[image: External link], when those cats don't like what you do, they issue a death warrant[image: External link] on your ass. And now that I've got a family, I'm not as free to stir the shit-pot as I was when I was single, back when I made Dogma. I mean, now I've gotta think about more than my own safety and well-being. But regardless – yeah, a Dogma followup's been swimming around in my head for some time now.[18]



Over a decade later, there has apparently been no further discussion.[19]
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Matt Damon






Matthew Paige Damon (/'deImen /[image: External link]; born October 8, 1970)[2] is an American actor, film producer, and screenwriter. He is ranked among Forbes[image: External link] magazine's most bankable stars[image: External link][3] and is one of the highest-grossing actors of all time.[4][nb 1] Damon has received various accolades[image: External link], including an Academy Award from five nominations, two Golden Globe Awards from eight nominations, and has been nominated for two British Academy Film Awards and six Emmy Awards[image: External link].

Born and raised in Cambridge, Massachusetts, Damon began his acting career by appearing in high school theater productions and he made his professional acting debut in the film Mystic Pizza[image: External link] (1988). He came to prominence in 1997 when he wrote and starred in Good Will Hunting alongside Ben Affleck, which won them the Academy and Golden Globe awards for Best Screenplay, and earned Damon a nomination for the Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link]. He continued to garner praise from critics for his roles as the eponymous[image: External link] character in Saving Private Ryan (1998), the antihero[image: External link] in The Talented Mr. Ripley[image: External link] (1999), a fallen angel[image: External link] in Dogma (1999), an energy analyst in Syriana[image: External link] (2005), and a corrupt Irish-American[image: External link] police officer in The Departed[image: External link] (2006).

Damon is also known for his starring roles as Jason Bourne[image: External link] in the Bourne franchise[image: External link] (2002–16) and as a con man in the Ocean's Trilogy[image: External link] (2001–07). For his supporting role as the rugby player Francois Pienaar[image: External link] in Invictus[image: External link] (2009) and his leading role as an astronaut[image: External link] stranded on Mars[image: External link] in The Martian[image: External link] (2015), Damon received Oscar nominations for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] and Best Actor, respectively. The latter also won him a Golden Globe Award for Best Actor[image: External link]. Damon has received Emmy Award nominations for his portrayal of Scott Thorson[image: External link] in the biopic Behind the Candelabra[image: External link] (2013) and for producing the reality series Project Greenlight. He also received an Oscar nomination for producing Manchester by the Sea[image: External link] (2016).

In addition to acting in films, Damon has performed voice-over[image: External link] work in both animated and documentary films and has established two production companies with Affleck. He has been involved in charitable work, including the ONE Campaign[image: External link], H2O Africa Foundation[image: External link], Feeding America, and Water.org[image: External link]. Damon is married to Luciana Bozán Barroso, and they have three daughters together.



TOP
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 Early life




Damon was born in Cambridge, Massachusetts, the second son of Kent Telfer Damon (born 1942), a stockbroker, and Nancy Carlsson-Paige (born 1944), an early childhood education professor at Lesley University[image: External link].[6][7] His father has English[image: External link] and Scottish[image: External link] ancestry, and his mother is of five-eighths Finnish[image: External link] and three-eighths Swedish[image: External link] descent (his mother's family surname had been changed from the Finnish "Pajari" to "Paige").[8][9][10] Damon and his family moved to Newton[image: External link] for two years. His parents divorced when he was two years old, and Damon and his brother returned with their mother to Cambridge,[7][11] where they lived in a six-family communal house.[12][13] His brother Kyle is now an accomplished sculptor and artist.[7][14]

As a lonely teenager, Damon has said that he felt that he did not belong.[12] Due to his mother's "by the book"[12] approach to child-rearing, he had a hard time defining a self identity[image: External link].[12] He attended Cambridge Alternative School (now Graham and Parks) and then Cambridge Rindge and Latin School, where he was a good student.[15] Damon performed as an actor in several high school theater productions.[7] He credited his drama teacher, Gerry Speca, as an important artistic influence, though Ben Affleck,[15] his good friend and schoolmate,[16] got the "biggest roles and longest speeches".[15][nb 2]

Damon attended Harvard University, where he was a resident of Lowell House (Harvard College)[image: External link] and a member of the class of 1992, but left before receiving his degree to take a lead role in the film Geronimo: An American Legend[image: External link]. While at Harvard, he wrote an early treatment of the screenplay for Good Will Hunting as an exercise for an English class. Damon was a member of the Delphic Club[image: External link], one of the University's select Final Clubs[image: External link]. In 2013, he was awarded the Harvard Arts Medal.[18] Damon received an Academy Award for the screenplay of Good Will Hunting in 1998, which was handed to him by Harvard alumnus Jack Lemmon, who had also been a member of Harvard's Delphic Club.[19]
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 Acting career
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 Early years: 1988–1996




Damon entered Harvard in 1988,[20][nb 3] where he appeared in student theater plays, such as Burn This[image: External link] and A... My Name is Alice.[22][23] Later, he made his film debut at the age of 18, with a single line of dialogue in the romantic comedy[image: External link] Mystic Pizza[image: External link].[24] As a student at Harvard, he acted in small roles such as in the TNT[image: External link] original film Rising Son and the ensemble prep-school drama School Ties.[25] He left the university in 1992, a semester - 12 credits - shy of completion of his Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] in English to feature in Geronimo: An American Legend[22][26] in Los Angeles, erroneously expecting the movie to become a big success.[22][nb 4] Damon next appeared as an opiate[image: External link]-addicted soldier in 1996's Courage Under Fire[image: External link], for which he lost 40 pounds (18 kg) in 100 days[24][28] on a self-prescribed diet and fitness regimen. Courage Under Fire gained him critical notice, when The Washington Post labeled his performance "impressive".[29]
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 Breakthrough roles: 1997–2000




During the early 1990s, Damon and Affleck wrote Good Will Hunting (1997), a screenplay about a young math genius, an extension of a screenplay he wrote for an assignment at Harvard, having integrated advice from director Rob Reiner, screenwriter William Goldman[image: External link], and writer/director Kevin Smith.[30] It received nine Academy Awards nominations, earning Damon and Affleck Oscars[31][32] and Golden Globes for Best Screenplay.[33] Damon was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link] for the same film, which netted an Oscar for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] for co-star Robin Williams.[31] He and Affleck were each paid salaries of $600,000, while the film grossed over $225 million at the worldwide box office.[34][35] The two later parodied their roles from the film in Kevin Smith's 2001 movie Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back.[36]

Also in 1997, Damon was the lead in the critically acclaimed drama, The Rainmaker[image: External link], where he was recognized by the Los Angeles Times as "a talented young actor on the brink of stardom."[37] After meeting Damon on the set of Good Will Hunting, director Steven Spielberg[image: External link] cast him as the titular character in the 1998 World War II[image: External link] film Saving Private Ryan.[38] He co-starred with Edward Norton in the 1998 poker film Rounders[image: External link], where he plays a reformed gambler in law school who must return to playing big stakes poker to help a friend pay off loan sharks.

Then he portrayed Patricia Highsmith[image: External link]'s antihero Tom Ripley[image: External link] in The Talented Mr. Ripley[image: External link] (1999),[24] in which "Damon outstandingly conveys his character's slide from innocent enthusiasm into cold calculation", according to Variety magazine.[39] He played a fallen angel[image: External link] who discusses pop culture[image: External link] as intellectual subject matter with Affleck in Dogma (1999).[40]

Damon's attempts at essaying leading characters in romantic dramas such as 2000's All the Pretty Horses[image: External link] and The Legend of Bagger Vance[image: External link] were commercially and critically unsuccessful.[34] Variety said of his work in All the Pretty Horses: "[Damon] just doesn't quite seem like a young man who's spent his life amidst the dust and dung of a Texas cattle ranch. Nor does he strike any sparks with [Penelope] Cruz[image: External link]."[41] He was similarly deemed "uncomfortable being the center" of Robert Redford's The Legend of Bagger Vance.[42]
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 Hollywood star: 2001–2007




From 2001 to 2007, Damon gained wider international recognition as part of two major film franchises. He co-starred as thief Linus Caldwell in Steven Soderbergh's 2001 film Ocean's Eleven[image: External link], a remake of the Rat Pack[image: External link]'s 1960 film Ocean's 11[image: External link]; the successful crime dramedy[image: External link] spawned two sequels, Ocean's Twelve[image: External link] (2004) and Ocean's Thirteen[image: External link] (2007).[24]

He played amnesiac[image: External link] assassin Jason Bourne/David Webb[image: External link] in the hit action thrillers, The Bourne Identity[image: External link] (2002), The Bourne Supremacy[image: External link] (2004), The Bourne Ultimatum[image: External link] (2007),[24] and the series' fifth installment, Jason Bourne[image: External link] (2016).[43][44] For his role, Entertainment Weekly named Damon among "the decade's best mixer of brawn and brains."[45]

Damon did the voice of Spirit in the animated movie Spirit Stallion of the Cimmaron (2002) and later played a conjoined twin[image: External link] in Stuck on You[image: External link] (2003), which received a 60% Rotten Tomatoes score and mixed critical reception.[46] He played a fictionalized version of Wilhelm Grimm[image: External link] alongside Heath Ledger in Terry Gilliam[image: External link]'s fantasy adventure The Brothers Grimm[image: External link] (2005), which was a critically panned commercial failure;[34] The Washington Post concluded, "Damon, constantly flashing his newscaster's teeth and flaunting a fake, 'Masterpiece Theatre[image: External link]' dialect, comes across like someone who got lost on the way to an audition for a high school production of The Pirates of Penzance[image: External link]."[47] Later that year, he appeared as an energy analyst[image: External link] in Syriana[image: External link].[48]

In 2006, Damon joined Robert De Niro[image: External link] in The Good Shepherd[image: External link] as a career CIA officer, and played an undercover mobster[image: External link] working for the Massachusetts State Police[image: External link] in Martin Scorsese's The Departed[image: External link], a remake of the Hong Kong[image: External link] police thriller Infernal Affairs[image: External link].[24] Assessing his work in the two films, Manohla Dargis[image: External link] of The New York Times wrote that Damon has the unique "ability to recede into a film while also being fully present, a recessed intensity, that distinguishes how he holds the screen."[49] The Departed has a score of 92% on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], and critical reception was very good.[50][nb 5]

According to Forbes[image: External link] in August 2007, Damon was the most bankable star of the actors reviewed, his last three films at that time averaged US$29 at the box office for every dollar he earned.[3] Damon had an uncredited cameo in Francis Ford Coppola's Youth Without Youth[image: External link] (2007) and another cameo[image: External link] in the 2008 Che Guevara[image: External link] biopic Che[image: External link].[51][52]
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 Critically acclaimed roles: 2009–present




He made a guest appearance in 2009 on the sixth-season finale of Entourage[image: External link] as himself, where he tries to pressure Vincent Chase[image: External link] (Adrian Grenier[image: External link]) into donating to his real foundation ONEXONE.[53][54] His next role was Steven Soderbergh's dark comedy The Informant![image: External link] (2009),[55] in which his Golden Globe-nominated work was described by Entertainment Weekly as such: "The star – who has quietly and steadily turned into a great Everyman actor – is in nimble control as he reveals his character's deep crazies."[56]

Also in 2009, Damon portrayed South Africa national rugby union team[image: External link] captain François Pienaar[image: External link] in the Clint Eastwood-directed film Invictus[image: External link], which is based on the 2008 John Carlin[image: External link] book Playing the Enemy: Nelson Mandela and the Game That Changed a Nation and features Morgan Freeman[image: External link] as Nelson Mandela[image: External link].[57] Invictus earned Damon an Academy Award nomination for Best Supporting Actor. The New Republic[image: External link] observed that he brought "it off with low-key charm and integrity."[58]

In 2010, he reteamed with director Paul Greengrass, who directed him in the Bourne Supremacy and Bourne Ultimatum, for the action thriller Green Zone[image: External link], which flopped commercially[59] and received a score of 53% on Rotten Tomatoes and ambivalent reception from critics.[60] He has appeared as a guest star in an episode of Arthur[image: External link], titled "The Making of Arthur", as himself.[14] During season 5 of 30 Rock[image: External link], he appeared as guest star in the role of Liz Lemon[image: External link]'s boyfriend in the episodes "I Do Do[image: External link]", "The Fabian Strategy[image: External link]", "Live Show[image: External link]", and "Double-edged Sword[image: External link]". Damon's 2010 projects included Clint Eastwood's Hereafter[image: External link] and the Coen brothers' remake of the 1969 John Wayne-starring[image: External link] Western True Grit[image: External link].[61]

In 2011, he starred in The Adjustment Bureau[image: External link], Contagion[image: External link], and We Bought a Zoo[image: External link]. In April 2012, Damon filmed Promised Land[image: External link], directed by Gus Van Sant, which he co-wrote with John Krasinski.[62][63][64] Damon's next film with frequent collaborator Steven Soderbergh was Behind the Candelabra[image: External link], a drama about the life of pianist/entertainer Liberace[image: External link] (played by Michael Douglas) with Damon playing Liberace's longtime partner Scott Thorson[image: External link]. The film premiered on HBO[image: External link] on May 26, 2013.[65]

Damon starred in the science fiction film Elysium[image: External link] (2013), where he played former car-thief-turned-factory-worker Max DeCosta.[66] He also appeared in the science fiction movie The Zero Theorem[image: External link] by Terry Gilliam in 2013.[67] In 2014, he starred in George Clooney's The Monuments Men[image: External link],[68] and played the minor role of scientist Dr. Mann, in Christopher Nolan's Interstellar[image: External link]. In 2014, Damon appeared as a celebrity correspondent for Years of Living Dangerously[image: External link].[69]

He played the main character, astronaut Mark Watney, in Ridley Scott[image: External link]'s The Martian[image: External link] (2015), based on Andy Weir[image: External link]'s best-selling novel of the same name[image: External link], a role that earned him the Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link] and his second Academy Award nomination for Best Actor. Having not returned for the fourth film in the Bourne film series[image: External link],[70][71] Damon reprised his role in 2016's Jason Bourne[image: External link], reuniting with Paul Greengrass. In 2017, Damon played the lead role in Zhang Yimou[image: External link]'s The Great Wall[image: External link], a hit at international box offices but was a disappointment at the domestic box office. The film, and Damon's casting, were not well received by critics.[72][73][74] He has signed to star in Alexander Payne's upcoming film Downsizing[image: External link], a film that is set for release in December 2017.[75]
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 Producing career




Along with Affleck and producers Chris Moore and Sean Bailey, Damon founded the production company LivePlanet, through which the four created the Emmy[image: External link]-nominated documentary series Project Greenlight to find and fund worthwhile film projects from novice filmmakers.[76][77] The company produced and founded the short-lived mystery-hybrid series Push, Nevada, as well as other projects.[78] In March 2010, Damon and Affleck teamed up again to create Pearl Street Films, a Warner Bros. based production company.[79][80]
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 Voice-over career




He lent his voice to the English version of the animated film Ponyo[image: External link], which was released in the United States in August 2009.[81] The documentary which he narrated, American Teacher, opened in New York in 2011 prior to national screening.[82] He also voiced the lead character Cale Tucker in Titan A.E.[image: External link], took the narrative voice of the Stallion Spirit in Spirit: Stallion of the Cimarron[image: External link], and voiced a krill[image: External link] named Bill in Happy Feet Two[image: External link].[83]

In January 2012, it was announced that Damon had signed a multiyear deal to be the voice[image: External link] of TD Ameritrade[image: External link] advertisements, replacing Sam Waterston[image: External link] as the discount brokerage's spokesman. Damon donates all fees from the advertisements to charity.[84] In 2013, Damon appeared in a 20-second advertisement for Nespresso[image: External link], directed by Grant Heslov[image: External link], with whom he worked on The Monuments Men. The deal earned Damon $3 million.[85]

Damon also provided voice-over for United Airlines[image: External link]'s resurrected "Fly the Friendly Skies" advertisement campaign in 2013.[86]
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 Humanitarian work




Damon was the founder of H2O Africa Foundation[image: External link], the charitable arm of the Running the Sahara[image: External link] expedition,[87] which merged with WaterPartners[image: External link] to create Water.org[image: External link] in July 2009.[88] He, along with George Clooney, Brad Pitt, Don Cheadle, David Pressman[image: External link], and Jerry Weintraub[image: External link], is one of the founders of Not On Our Watch Project[image: External link], an organization that focuses global attention and resources to stop and prevent mass atrocities such as in Darfur[image: External link].[89] Damon supports the ONE Campaign[image: External link], which is aimed at fighting AIDS[image: External link] and poverty[image: External link] in Third World[image: External link] countries. He has appeared in their print and television advertising.

Damon is also an ambassador for ONEXONE, a nonprofit foundation committed to supporting, preserving and improving the lives of children at home in Canada, the United States, and around the world.[90] Damon is also a spokesperson for Feeding America, a hunger-relief organization, and a member of their Entertainment Council, participating in their Ad Council[image: External link] public service announcements[image: External link].[91] Damon is a board member of Tonic Mailstopper (formerly GreenDimes), a company that attempts to halt junk mail delivered to American homes each day.[92][nb 6]
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 In the media
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 Jimmy Kimmel Live!




Comedian Jimmy Kimmel[image: External link] had a running gag at the end of his ABC television show, Jimmy Kimmel Live![image: External link], where he apologized for not being able to interview Damon at the end of each show. It culminated in a planned skit on September 12, 2006, when Damon stormed off after having his interview cut short.[94] Damon appeared in several of E! Entertainment's top ten Jimmy Kimmel Live! spoofs.[95][nb 7] On January 24, 2013, Damon took over his show and mentioned the long-standing feud and having been bumped from years of shows. It involved celebrities who were previously involved in the "feud", including Robin Williams, Ben Affleck, and Sarah Silverman[image: External link].[98]
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 Political views




Damon appeared on Hardball with Chris Matthews[image: External link] in December 2006, and while discussing the ongoing war in Iraq[image: External link], expressed concern about inequities across socioeconomic classes with regard to who in the United States is tasked with the responsibility of fighting wars.[99] Damon is a supporter of the Democratic Party[image: External link], and has made several critical statements against Republican Party[image: External link] figures, but has also expressed his disillusionment with the policies of President Barack Obama.[100][101] In 2012, Damon, Ben Affleck, and John Krasinski[image: External link] hosted a fundraiser[image: External link] for Democratic Senate[image: External link] nominee Elizabeth Warren.[102]

Damon has had a close relationship with the Obama administration[image: External link], primarily due to his friendship with former Harvard roommate and Chairman of the Council of Economic Advisors to President Obama, Jason Furman.[103]

In 2010, Matt Damon narrated the documentary film Inside Job[image: External link] about the part played by financial deregulation in the late-2000s financial crisis[image: External link].
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 Personal life




Damon met Argentine[image: External link] Luciana Bozán Barroso in April 2003 while filming Stuck on You[image: External link] in Miami.[104][105] They became engaged in September 2005 and married in a private civil ceremony on December 9, 2005, at the Manhattan Marriage Bureau[image: External link]. The couple has three daughters: Isabella (b. June 2006),[106] Gia Zavala (b. August 2008),[107] and Stella Zavala (b. October 2010).[108] He also has a stepdaughter, Alexia Barroso (b. 1998), from Luciana's previous marriage.[109] Since 2012, they have lived in Pacific Palisades, Los Angeles[image: External link],[110] having previously lived in Miami[image: External link] and New York[image: External link].[111]

Damon is a fan of the Boston Red Sox[image: External link].[112] After the team won the 2007 World Series[image: External link], he narrated the commemorative DVD release of the event.[113] He has competed in several World Series of Poker[image: External link] (WSOP) events,[114][115] including the 2010 World Series of Poker[image: External link] main event.[116] He was busted out of the 1998 WSOP by poker professional Doyle Brunson[image: External link].[117]
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 Awards and honors




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Matt Damon[image: External link]


Aside from awards[image: External link] he has garnered for his role as actor and producer, Damon became the 2,343rd person to receive a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link] on July 25, 2007.[118] He reacted to the award by stating: "A few times in my life, I've had these experiences that are just kind of too big to process and this looks like it's going to be one of those times."[119]
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 Filmography




Main article: Matt Damon filmography[image: External link]


Films that garnered Damon the most recognition or awards include:



	
The Rainmaker[image: External link] (1997)

	
Good Will Hunting (1997)

	
Saving Private Ryan (1998)

	
Rounders[image: External link] (1998)

	
Dogma (1999)

	
The Talented Mr. Ripley[image: External link] (1999)

	
Ocean's Eleven[image: External link] (2001)

	
Spirit: Stallion of the Cimarron[image: External link] (2002)

	
The Bourne Identity[image: External link] (2002)

	
The Bourne Supremacy[image: External link] (2004)

	
Ocean's Twelve[image: External link] (2004)

	
Syriana[image: External link] (2005)

	
The Departed[image: External link] (2006)

	
The Good Shepherd[image: External link] (2006)

	
The Bourne Ultimatum[image: External link] (2007)

	
Ocean's Thirteen[image: External link] (2007)

	
Invictus[image: External link] (2009)

	
The Informant![image: External link] (2009)

	
Green Zone[image: External link] (2010)

	
Hereafter[image: External link] (2010)

	
Inside Job[image: External link] (2010)

	
True Grit[image: External link] (2010)

	
The Adjustment Bureau[image: External link] (2011)

	
Contagion[image: External link] (2011)

	
We Bought a Zoo[image: External link] (2011)

	
Promised Land[image: External link] (2012)

	
Behind the Candelabra[image: External link] (2013)

	
Elysium[image: External link] (2013)

	
Monuments Men[image: External link] (2014)

	
Interstellar[image: External link] (2014)

	
The Martian[image: External link] (2015)

	
Jason Bourne[image: External link] (2016)

	
The Great Wall[image: External link] (2017)
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 Notes






	
^ In motion pictures that feature him either as a leading actor or as a supporting co-star, his films have grossed a total of $1.94[5] to $3.12 billion[image: External link][4] (based on counting his roles as strictly lead or including supporting roles, respectively) at the North American box office, placing him in the top 40 grossing actors of all time.


	
^ Another neighbor of Damon's was historian[image: External link] and author Howard Zinn[image: External link],[17] whose biographical film You Can't Be Neutral on a Moving Train and audio version of A People's History of the United States[image: External link] Damon later narrated.[13]


	
^ He lived in Matthews Hall and then Lowell House[image: External link],[21]


	
^ "By the time I figured out I had made the wrong decision, it was too late. I was living out here with a bunch of actors, and we were all scrambling to make ends meet," he has said.[27]


	
^ Box Office Mojo ranked it seventh amongst his films.[34]


	
^ Appearing on The Oprah Winfrey Show[image: External link] on April 20, 2007, Damon promoted the organization's efforts to prevent the trees used for junk mail letters and envelopes from being chopped down. Damon stated: "For an estimated dime a day they can stop 70% of the junk mail that comes to your house. It's very simple, easy to do, great gift to give, I've actually signed up my entire family. It was a gift given to me this past holiday season and I was so impressed that I'm now on the board of the company."[93]


	
^ On January 31, 2008, Kimmel aired a clip of his then girlfriend, comedian Sarah Silverman[image: External link], singing a song entitled "I'm Fucking Matt Damon[image: External link]" in which Damon appeared.[95][96] Kimmel responded on February 24, 2008 with his music video which said that he was "fucking Ben Affleck". It featured Affleck along with several other actors.[95] Another encounter, titled "The Handsome Men's Club", featured Kimmel, along with handsome actors and musicians. At the end of the skit, Kimmel had a door slammed in his face by Damon, who said that they had run out of time, followed by a sinister laugh.[95][97]
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Golden Globe Award for Best Screenplay






The Golden Globe Award for Best Screenplay – Motion Picture is one of the annual awards given by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association.

Notes:


	"†" indicates the winner of the Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay


	"‡" indicates the winner of the Academy Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]


	"††" indicates a nomination for the Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay


	"‡‡" indicates a nomination for the Academy Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]


	"§" indicates a Golden Globe Award winner who was not nominated for the Academy Award
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	Year
	Film
	Nominees



	1947[image: External link]
	Miracle on 34th Street[image: External link]
	George Seaton[image: External link] ‡



	1948[image: External link]
	The Search[image: External link]
	Richard Schweizer ‡‡



	1949[image: External link]
	Battleground[image: External link]
	Robert Pirosh ‡



	Rope of Sand[image: External link]
	Walter Doniger[image: External link]
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	Year
	Film
	Nominees



	1950[image: External link]
	All About Eve[image: External link]
	Joseph L. Mankiewicz ‡



	The Asphalt Jungle[image: External link]
	
Ben Maddow[image: External link] and John Huston ‡‡



	Sunset Boulevard[image: External link]
	
Charles Brackett, Billy Wilder, and D. M. Marshman Jr. †



	1951[image: External link]
	Bright Victory[image: External link]
	Robert Buckner[image: External link] §



	1952[image: External link]
	5 Fingers[image: External link]
	Michael Wilson[image: External link] ‡‡



	High Noon[image: External link]
	
Carl Foreman[image: External link] ‡‡



	The Thief[image: External link]
	
Clarence Greene and Russell Rouse




	1953[image: External link]
	Lili[image: External link]
	Helen Deutsch[image: External link] ‡‡



	1954[image: External link]
	Sabrina[image: External link]
	Billy Wilder, Ernest Lehman[image: External link], and Samuel A. Taylor[image: External link] ‡‡
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	Year
	Film
	Nominees



	1965[image: External link]
	Doctor Zhivago
	Robert Bolt ‡



	The Agony and the Ecstasy[image: External link]
	Philip Dunne[image: External link]



	The Collector[image: External link]
	John Kohn and Stanley Mann[image: External link] ‡‡



	A Patch of Blue[image: External link]
	Guy Green[image: External link]



	The Slender Thread[image: External link]
	Stirling Silliphant



	1966[image: External link]
	A Man for All Seasons
	Robert Bolt ‡



	Alfie[image: External link]
	
Bill Naughton[image: External link] ‡‡



	The Russians Are Coming, the Russians Are Coming[image: External link]
	
William Rose ‡‡



	The Sand Pebbles[image: External link]
	Robert Anderson[image: External link]



	Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?[image: External link]
	
Ernest Lehman[image: External link] ‡‡



	1967[image: External link]
	In the Heat of the Night
	Stirling Silliphant ‡



	Bonnie and Clyde[image: External link]
	
Robert Benton and David Newman[image: External link] ††



	The Fox[image: External link]
	
Lewis John Carlino[image: External link] and Howard Koch[image: External link]




	The Graduate[image: External link]
	
Buck Henry[image: External link] and Calder Willingham[image: External link] ‡‡



	Guess Who's Coming to Dinner[image: External link]
	
William Rose †



	1968[image: External link]
	CHAЯLY[image: External link]
	Stirling Silliphant §



	The Fixer[image: External link]
	Dalton Trumbo[image: External link]



	The Lion in Winter
	
James Goldman[image: External link] ‡



	The Producers[image: External link]
	
Mel Brooks †



	Rosemary's Baby[image: External link]
	
Roman Polanski ‡‡



	1969[image: External link]
	Anne of the Thousand Days
	Bridget Boland, John Hale, and Richard Sokolove ‡‡



	Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid[image: External link]
	
William Goldman[image: External link] †



	If It's Tuesday, This Must Be Belgium[image: External link]
	David Shaw[image: External link]



	John and Mary[image: External link]
	John Mortimer[image: External link]



	Midnight Cowboy[image: External link]
	
Waldo Salt ‡
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	Year
	Film
	Nominees



	1970[image: External link]
	Love Story
	Erich Segal ††



	Five Easy Pieces[image: External link]
	
Carole Eastman[image: External link] and Bob Rafelson[image: External link] ††



	Husbands[image: External link]
	John Cassavetes[image: External link]



	M*A*S*H[image: External link]
	
Ring Lardner Jr. ‡



	Scrooge[image: External link]
	Leslie Bricusse[image: External link]



	1971[image: External link]
	The Hospital[image: External link]
	Paddy Chayefsky †



	The French Connection
	
Ernest Tidyman[image: External link] ‡



	Klute[image: External link]
	Andy and Dave Lewis ††



	Kotch[image: External link]
	John Paxton[image: External link]



	Mary, Queen of Scots[image: External link]
	John Hale



	1972[image: External link]
	The Godfather
	Francis Ford Coppola and Mario Puzo ‡



	Avanti![image: External link]
	
Billy Wilder and I. A. L. Diamond




	Cabaret[image: External link]
	
Jay Presson Allen[image: External link] ‡‡



	Deliverance[image: External link]
	James Dickey[image: External link]



	Frenzy[image: External link]
	Anthony Shaffer[image: External link]



	The Heartbreak Kid[image: External link]
	Neil Simon



	1973[image: External link]
	The Exorcist
	William Peter Blatty ‡



	Cinderella Liberty[image: External link]
	Darryl Ponicsan[image: External link]



	The Day of the Jackal[image: External link]
	Kenneth Ross[image: External link]



	The Sting[image: External link]
	
David S. Ward †



	A Touch of Class[image: External link]
	
Melvin Frank[image: External link] and Jack Rose[image: External link] ††



	1974[image: External link]
	Chinatown
	Robert Towne †



	The Conversation[image: External link]
	
Francis Ford Coppola ††



	The Godfather Part II[image: External link]
	
Francis Ford Coppola and Mario Puzo ‡



	The Towering Inferno[image: External link]
	Stirling Silliphant



	A Woman Under the Influence[image: External link]
	John Cassavetes[image: External link]



	1975[image: External link]
	One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest
	Lawrence Hauben and Bo Goldman ‡



	Dog Day Afternoon[image: External link]
	
Frank Pierson †



	Jaws[image: External link]
	
Peter Benchley[image: External link] and Carl Gottlieb[image: External link]




	Nashville[image: External link]
	Joan Tewkesbury[image: External link]



	The Sunshine Boys[image: External link]
	
Neil Simon ‡‡



	1976[image: External link]
	Network[image: External link]
	Paddy Chayefsky †



	All the President's Men[image: External link]
	
William Goldman[image: External link] ‡



	Marathon Man[image: External link]
	William Goldman[image: External link]



	Rocky
	
Sylvester Stallone[image: External link] ††



	Taxi Driver[image: External link]
	Paul Schrader[image: External link]



	Voyage of the Damned[image: External link]
	
David Butler[image: External link] and Steve Shagan[image: External link] ‡‡



	1977[image: External link]
	The Goodbye Girl[image: External link]
	Neil Simon ††



	Annie Hall[image: External link]
	
Woody Allen and Marshall Brickman †



	Close Encounters of the Third Kind[image: External link]
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]



	Julia[image: External link]
	
Alvin Sargent[image: External link] ‡



	The Turning Point
	
Arthur Laurents[image: External link] ††



	1978[image: External link]
	Midnight Express
	Oliver Stone ‡



	Coming Home[image: External link]
	
Robert C. Jones and Waldo Salt †



	The Deer Hunter[image: External link]
	
Deric Washburn[image: External link] ††



	Foul Play[image: External link]
	Colin Higgins[image: External link]



	Interiors[image: External link]
	
Woody Allen ††



	An Unmarried Woman[image: External link]
	
Paul Mazursky[image: External link] ††



	1979[image: External link]
	Kramer vs. Kramer
	Robert Benton ‡



	Being There[image: External link]
	Jerzy Kosinski[image: External link]



	Breaking Away[image: External link]
	
Steve Tesich †



	The China Syndrome[image: External link]
	
James Bridges[image: External link], T. S. Cook[image: External link], and Mike Gray[image: External link] ††



	Norma Rae[image: External link]
	
Harriet Frank, Jr.[image: External link] and Irving Ravetch[image: External link] ‡‡
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 1980s






	Year
	Film
	Nominees



	1980[image: External link]
	The Ninth Configuration[image: External link]
	William Peter Blatty §



	The Elephant Man[image: External link]
	
Eric Bergren[image: External link] and Christopher De Vore ‡‡



	Ordinary People
	
Alvin Sargent[image: External link] ‡



	Raging Bull[image: External link]
	
Mardik Martin[image: External link] and Paul Schrader[image: External link]




	The Stunt Man[image: External link]
	Lawrence B. Marcus ‡‡



	1981[image: External link]
	On Golden Pond
	Ernest Thompson ‡



	Absence of Malice[image: External link]
	
Kurt Luedtke[image: External link] ††



	The Four Seasons[image: External link]
	Alan Alda[image: External link]



	The French Lieutenant's Woman[image: External link]
	
Harold Pinter[image: External link] ‡‡



	Reds[image: External link]
	
Warren Beatty and Trevor Griffiths[image: External link] ††



	1982[image: External link]
	Gandhi[image: External link]
	John Briley †



	E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial
	
Melissa Mathison[image: External link] ††



	Missing[image: External link]
	
Costa-Gavras[image: External link] and Donald E. Stewart[image: External link] ‡



	Tootsie[image: External link]
	
Larry Gelbart[image: External link] and Murray Schisgal[image: External link] ††



	The Verdict[image: External link]
	
David Mamet[image: External link] ‡‡



	1983[image: External link]
	Terms of Endearment
	James L. Brooks ‡



	The Big Chill[image: External link]
	Barbara Benedek and Lawrence Kasdan[image: External link] ††



	The Dresser[image: External link]
	
Ronald Harwood[image: External link] ‡‡



	Educating Rita[image: External link]
	
Willy Russell[image: External link] ‡‡



	Reuben, Reuben[image: External link]
	
Julius J. Epstein[image: External link] ‡‡



	1984[image: External link]
	Amadeus
	Peter Shaffer ‡



	The Killing Fields[image: External link]
	
Bruce Robinson[image: External link] ‡‡



	A Passage to India[image: External link]
	
David Lean ‡‡



	Places in the Heart[image: External link]
	
Robert Benton †



	A Soldier's Story[image: External link]
	
Charles Fuller[image: External link] ‡‡



	1985[image: External link]
	The Purple Rose of Cairo[image: External link]
	Woody Allen ††



	Back to the Future[image: External link]
	
Robert Zemeckis and Bob Gale[image: External link] ††



	Out of Africa
	
Kurt Luedtke[image: External link] ‡



	Prizzi's Honor[image: External link]
	
Richard Condon[image: External link] and Janet Roach ‡‡



	Witness[image: External link]
	William Kelley and Earl W. Wallace †



	1986[image: External link]
	The Mission[image: External link]
	Robert Bolt §



	Blue Velvet[image: External link]
	David Lynch[image: External link]



	Hannah and Her Sisters[image: External link]
	
Woody Allen †



	Mona Lisa[image: External link]
	
Neil Jordan[image: External link] and David Leland[image: External link]




	Platoon
	
Oliver Stone ††



	1987[image: External link]
	The Last Emperor
	Bernardo Bertolucci, Mark Peploe[image: External link], and Enzo Ungari ‡



	Broadcast News[image: External link]
	
James L. Brooks ††



	Hope and Glory[image: External link]
	
John Boorman[image: External link] ††



	House of Games[image: External link]
	David Mamet[image: External link]



	Moonstruck[image: External link]
	
John Patrick Shanley †



	1988[image: External link]
	Running on Empty[image: External link]
	Naomi Foner ††



	A Cry in the Dark[image: External link]
	Robert Caswell and Fred Schepisi[image: External link]




	Mississippi Burning[image: External link]
	Chris Gerolmo[image: External link]



	Rain Man
	
Ronald Bass[image: External link] and Barry Morrow †



	Working Girl[image: External link]
	Kevin Wade[image: External link]



	1989[image: External link]
	Born on the Fourth of July
	Oliver Stone and Ron Kovic[image: External link] ‡‡



	Dead Poets Society[image: External link]
	
Tom Schulman †



	Do the Right Thing[image: External link]
	
Spike Lee[image: External link] ††



	Glory[image: External link]
	Kevin Jarre[image: External link]



	Sex, Lies, and Videotape[image: External link]
	
Steven Soderbergh ††



	When Harry Met Sally...[image: External link]
	
Nora Ephron[image: External link] ††
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 1990s






	Year
	Film
	Nominees



	1990[image: External link]
	Dances with Wolves
	Michael Blake ‡



	Avalon[image: External link]
	
Barry Levinson ††



	The Godfather Part III[image: External link]
	
Francis Ford Coppola and Mario Puzo




	Goodfellas[image: External link]
	
Nicholas Pileggi[image: External link] and Martin Scorsese ‡‡



	Reversal of Fortune[image: External link]
	
Nicholas Kazan[image: External link] ‡‡



	1991[image: External link]
	Thelma & Louise[image: External link]
	Callie Khouri †



	Bugsy
	
James Toback[image: External link] ††



	Grand Canyon[image: External link]
	
Lawrence Kasdan[image: External link] and Meg Kasdan ††



	JFK[image: External link]
	Zachary Sklar and Oliver Stone ‡‡



	The Silence of the Lambs[image: External link]
	
Ted Tally[image: External link] ‡



	1992[image: External link]
	Scent of a Woman
	Bo Goldman ‡‡



	A Few Good Men[image: External link]
	Aaron Sorkin



	Howards End[image: External link]
	
Ruth Prawer Jhabvala[image: External link] ‡



	The Player[image: External link]
	
Michael Tolkin[image: External link] ‡‡



	Unforgiven[image: External link]
	
David Webb Peoples[image: External link] ††



	1993[image: External link]
	Schindler's List
	Steven Zaillian ‡



	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	
Ron Nyswaner[image: External link] ††



	The Piano[image: External link]
	
Jane Campion †



	The Remains of the Day[image: External link]
	
Ruth Prawer Jhabvala[image: External link] ‡‡



	Short Cuts[image: External link]
	
Robert Altman and Frank Barhydt



	1994[image: External link]
	Pulp Fiction[image: External link]
	Quentin Tarantino †



	Forrest Gump
	
Eric Roth[image: External link] ‡



	Four Weddings and a Funeral[image: External link]
	
Richard Curtis[image: External link] ††



	Quiz Show[image: External link]
	
Paul Attanasio[image: External link] ‡‡



	The Shawshank Redemption[image: External link]
	
Frank Darabont ‡‡



	1995[image: External link]
	Sense and Sensibility
	Emma Thompson ‡



	The American President[image: External link]
	Aaron Sorkin



	Braveheart[image: External link]
	
Randall Wallace[image: External link] ††



	Dead Man Walking[image: External link]
	Tim Robbins[image: External link]



	Get Shorty[image: External link]
	Scott Frank[image: External link]



	Mr. Holland's Opus[image: External link]
	Patrick Sheane Duncan[image: External link]



	1996[image: External link]
	The People vs. Larry Flynt[image: External link]
	Scott Alexander and Larry Karaszewski[image: External link] §



	The English Patient
	
Anthony Minghella ‡‡



	Fargo[image: External link]
	
Joel Coen and Ethan Coen †



	Lone Star[image: External link]
	
John Sayles[image: External link] ††



	Shine[image: External link]
	
Jan Sardi[image: External link] ††



	1997[image: External link]
	Good Will Hunting
	Matt Damon and Ben Affleck †



	As Good as It Gets[image: External link]
	
Mark Andrus[image: External link] and James L. Brooks ††



	L.A. Confidential[image: External link]
	
Brian Helgeland and Curtis Hanson ‡



	Titanic
	James Cameron



	Wag the Dog[image: External link]
	
Hilary Henkin[image: External link] and David Mamet[image: External link] ‡‡



	1998[image: External link]
	Shakespeare in Love
	Marc Norman and Tom Stoppard †



	Bulworth[image: External link]
	
Warren Beatty and Jeremy Pikser[image: External link] ††



	Happiness[image: External link]
	Todd Solondz[image: External link]



	Saving Private Ryan
	
Robert Rodat[image: External link] ††



	The Truman Show[image: External link]
	
Andrew Niccol[image: External link] ††



	1999[image: External link]
	American Beauty
	Alan Ball †



	Being John Malkovich[image: External link]
	
Charlie Kaufman ††



	The Cider House Rules[image: External link]
	
John Irving[image: External link] ‡



	The Insider[image: External link]
	
Eric Roth[image: External link] and Michael Mann[image: External link] ‡‡



	The Sixth Sense[image: External link]
	
M. Night Shyamalan ††
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 2000s






	Year
	Film
	Nominees



	2000[image: External link]
	Traffic
	Stephen Gaghan ‡



	Almost Famous[image: External link]
	
Cameron Crowe[image: External link] †



	Quills[image: External link]
	
Doug Wright[image: External link] ††



	Wonder Boys[image: External link]
	
Steve Kloves[image: External link] ‡‡



	You Can Count On Me[image: External link]
	Kenneth Lonergan



	2001[image: External link]
	A Beautiful Mind
	Akiva Goldsman ‡



	Gosford Park[image: External link]
	
Julian Fellowes †



	The Man Who Wasn't There[image: External link]
	Joel Coen and Ethan Coen



	Memento[image: External link]
	
Christopher Nolan ††



	Mulholland Drive[image: External link]
	David Lynch[image: External link]



	2002[image: External link]
	About Schmidt[image: External link]
	Alexander Payne and Jim Taylor §



	Adaptation.[image: External link]
	
Charlie and Donald Kaufman ‡‡



	Chicago[image: External link]
	
Bill Condon[image: External link] ‡‡



	Far from Heaven[image: External link]
	
Todd Haynes[image: External link] ††



	The Hours
	
David Hare[image: External link] ‡‡



	2003[image: External link]
	Lost in Translation[image: External link]
	Sofia Coppola †



	Cold Mountain[image: External link]
	Anthony Minghella



	In America[image: External link]
	
Jim Sheridan, Kirsten Sheridan, and Naomi Sheridan ††



	Love Actually[image: External link]
	Richard Curtis[image: External link]



	Mystic River[image: External link]
	
Brian Helgeland ‡‡



	2004[image: External link]
	Sideways[image: External link]
	Alexander Payne and Jim Taylor ‡



	The Aviator
	
John Logan[image: External link] ††



	Closer[image: External link]
	Patrick Marber[image: External link]



	Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind[image: External link]
	
Charlie Kaufman †



	Finding Neverland[image: External link]
	
David Magee[image: External link] ‡‡



	2005[image: External link]
	Brokeback Mountain
	Larry McMurtry and Diana Ossana ‡



	Crash[image: External link]
	
Paul Haggis and Bobby Moresco †



	Good Night, and Good Luck[image: External link].
	
George Clooney and Grant Heslov[image: External link] ††



	Match Point[image: External link]
	
Woody Allen ††



	Munich[image: External link]
	
Tony Kushner and Eric Roth[image: External link] ‡‡



	2006[image: External link]
	The Queen[image: External link]
	Peter Morgan ††



	Babel
	
Guillermo Arriaga[image: External link] ††



	The Departed[image: External link]
	
William Monahan[image: External link] ‡



	Little Children[image: External link]
	
Todd Field[image: External link] and Tom Perrotta[image: External link] ‡‡



	Notes on a Scandal[image: External link]
	
Patrick Marber[image: External link] ‡‡



	2007[image: External link]
	No Country for Old Men[image: External link]
	Joel Coen and Ethan Coen ‡



	Atonement
	
Christopher Hampton[image: External link] ‡‡



	Charlie Wilson's War[image: External link]
	Aaron Sorkin



	The Diving Bell and the Butterfly (Le scaphandre et le papillon)[image: External link]
	Ronald Harwood[image: External link]



	Juno[image: External link]
	
Diablo Cody †



	2008[image: External link]
	Slumdog Millionaire
	Simon Beaufoy ‡



	The Curious Case of Benjamin Button[image: External link]
	
Eric Roth[image: External link] ‡‡



	Doubt[image: External link]
	
John Patrick Shanley ‡‡



	Frost/Nixon[image: External link]
	
Peter Morgan ‡‡



	The Reader[image: External link]
	
David Hare[image: External link] ‡‡



	2009[image: External link]
	Up in the Air[image: External link]
	Jason Reitman and Sheldon Turner[image: External link] ‡‡



	District 9[image: External link]
	
Neill Blomkamp[image: External link] and Terri Tatchell[image: External link] ‡‡



	The Hurt Locker[image: External link]
	
Mark Boal †



	Inglourious Basterds[image: External link]
	
Quentin Tarantino ††



	It's Complicated[image: External link]
	Nancy Meyers[image: External link]
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 2010s






	Year
	Film
	Nominees



	2010[image: External link]
	The Social Network
	Aaron Sorkin ‡



	127 Hours[image: External link]
	
Simon Beaufoy and Danny Boyle ‡‡



	Inception[image: External link]
	
Christopher Nolan ††



	The Kids Are All Right[image: External link]
	
Lisa Cholodenko[image: External link] and Stuart Blumberg[image: External link] ††



	The King's Speech[image: External link]
	
David Seidler †



	2011[image: External link]
	Midnight in Paris[image: External link]
	Woody Allen †



	The Artist[image: External link]
	
Michel Hazanavicius ††



	The Descendants
	
Alexander Payne, Jim Rash[image: External link], and Nat Faxon[image: External link] ‡



	The Ides of March[image: External link]
	
George Clooney, Grant Heslov[image: External link], and Beau Willimon[image: External link] ‡‡



	Moneyball[image: External link]
	
Steven Zaillian and Aaron Sorkin ‡‡



	2012[image: External link]
	Django Unchained[image: External link]
	Quentin Tarantino †



	Argo
	
Chris Terrio ‡



	Lincoln[image: External link]
	
Tony Kushner ‡‡



	Silver Linings Playbook[image: External link]
	
David O. Russell ‡‡



	Zero Dark Thirty[image: External link]
	
Mark Boal ††



	2013[image: External link]
	Her[image: External link]
	Spike Jonze †



	12 Years a Slave
	
John Ridley ‡



	American Hustle
	
Eric Warren Singer and David O. Russell ††



	Nebraska[image: External link]
	
Bob Nelson[image: External link] ††



	Philomena[image: External link]
	
Steve Coogan[image: External link] and Jeff Pope[image: External link] ‡‡



	2014[image: External link]
	Birdman
	Alejandro G. Iñárritu, Nicolás Giacobone, Alexander Dinelaris Jr., and Armando Bo †



	Boyhood
	
Richard Linklater ††



	Gone Girl
	Gillian Flynn



	The Grand Budapest Hotel[image: External link]
	
Wes Anderson[image: External link] ††



	The Imitation Game[image: External link]
	
Graham Moore[image: External link] ‡



	2015[image: External link]
	Steve Jobs[image: External link]
	Aaron Sorkin §



	The Big Short[image: External link]
	
Adam McKay and Charles Randolph ‡



	The Hateful Eight[image: External link]
	Quentin Tarantino



	Room[image: External link]
	
Emma Donoghue[image: External link] ‡‡



	Spotlight
	
Tom McCarthy and Josh Singer †



	2016[image: External link]
	La La Land[image: External link]
	Damien Chazelle ††



	Hell or High Water[image: External link]
	
Taylor Sheridan[image: External link] ††



	Manchester by the Sea[image: External link]
	
Kenneth Lonergan †



	Moonlight
	
Barry Jenkins ‡



	Nocturnal Animals[image: External link]
	Tom Ford[image: External link]
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 See also





	Academy Award for Best Story[image: External link]

	BAFTA Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]

	BAFTA Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]

	Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay

	Academy Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]

	AACTA International Award for Best Screenplay[image: External link]

	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Screenplay

	Writers Guild of America Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]

	Writers Guild of America Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]
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Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay






The Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay is the Academy Award for the best screenplay[image: External link] not based upon previously published material. It was created for 1940 as a separate writing award from the Academy Award for Best Story[image: External link]. Beginning with the Oscars for 1957, the two categories were combined to honor only the screenplay. In 2002, the name of the award was changed from Writing (Screenplay Written Directly for the Screen) to Writing (Original Screenplay).[1][2]

See also the Academy Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link], a similar award for screenplays that are adaptations.



TOP
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 Notable nominees




Noted novelists and playwrights who have received nominations in this category include: John Steinbeck[image: External link], Noël Coward[image: External link], Raymond Chandler[image: External link], Alain Robbe-Grillet[image: External link], Edward Bond[image: External link], Arthur C. Clarke[image: External link], Lillian Hellman[image: External link], Neil Simon, Paddy Chayefsky, Tom Stoppard, and Terence Rattigan[image: External link].
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 Special winners




Woody Allen has the most nominations in this category with 16, and the most awards with 3, though Paddy Chayefsky won the Best Adapted Screenplay in 1955 for his adaptation of his teleplay, Marty, and also won for Original Screenplay for The Hospital[image: External link] and Network[image: External link]. Woody Allen also holds the record as the oldest winner (at age 76 for Midnight in Paris, 2011).[3]

Ben Affleck is the youngest winner, at the age of 25 for Good Will Hunting; he co-wrote the screenplay with Matt Damon (age 27 at the time of their award).

Richard Schweizer was the first to win for a foreign-language film, Marie-Louise[image: External link]. Other winners for a non-English screenplay include Albert Lamorisse, Pietro Germi, Claude Lelouch, and Pedro Almodóvar[image: External link]. Lamorisse is additionally the only person to win or even be nominated for Best Original Screenplay for a short film (The Red Balloon[image: External link], 1956).

Muriel Box was the first woman to win in this category; she shared the award with her husband, Sydney Box, for the 1945 film The Seventh Veil[image: External link]. The Boxes are also the first married couple to win in this category. Only three other married couples won an Oscar in another category—Earl W. Wallace and Pamela Wallace (for Original Screenplay), Peter Jackson[image: External link] and Fran Walsh[image: External link] (for Adapted Screenplay and Picture), and Kristen Anderson-Lopez[image: External link] and Robert Lopez[image: External link] (for Original Song).

In 1996, Joel Coen and Ethan Coen became the only siblings to win in this category (for Fargo[image: External link]). Francis Ford Coppola ( Patton[image: External link], 1970) and Sofia Coppola (Lost in Translation[image: External link], 2003) are the only father-daughter pair to win.

Preston Sturges was nominated for two different films in the same year (1944): Hail the Conquering Hero[image: External link] and The Miracle of Morgan's Creek[image: External link]. Oliver Stone achieved the same distinction in 1986, for Platoon and Salvador[image: External link]. Maurice Richlin and Stanley Shapiro were nominated in 1959 for both Operation Petticoat[image: External link] and Pillow Talk[image: External link] and won for the latter.
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 Winners and nominees




Winners are listed first in colored row, followed by the other nominees.






	Year
	Screenwriter(s)
	Film
	Ref.



	1940[image: External link]

(13th)[image: External link]
	Preston Sturges
	The Great McGinty[image: External link]
	[4]



	Ben Hecht[image: External link]
	Angels Over Broadway[image: External link]



	Norman Burnside

Heinz Herald

John Huston
	Dr. Ehrlich's Magic Bullet[image: External link]



	Charles Bennett[image: External link]

Joan Harrison[image: External link]
	Foreign Correspondent[image: External link]



	Charlie Chaplin[image: External link]
	The Great Dictator[image: External link]



	1941[image: External link]

(14th)[image: External link]
	Herman J. Mankiewicz

Orson Welles
	Citizen Kane[image: External link]
	[5]



	Norman Krasna
	The Devil and Miss Jones[image: External link]



	Harry Chandlee

Abem Finkel

John Huston

Howard E. Koch[image: External link]
	Sergeant York[image: External link]



	Karl Tunberg[image: External link]

Darrell Ware[image: External link]
	Tall, Dark and Handsome[image: External link]



	Paul Jarrico[image: External link]
	Tom, Dick and Harry[image: External link]



	1942[image: External link]

(15th)[image: External link]
	Michael Kanin

Ring Lardner Jr.
	Woman of the Year[image: External link]
	[6]



	Michael Powell[image: External link]

Emeric Pressburger[image: External link]
	One of Our Aircraft Is Missing[image: External link]



	Frank Butler[image: External link]

Don Hartman
	Road to Morocco[image: External link]



	W. R. Burnett[image: External link]

Frank Butler[image: External link]
	Wake Island[image: External link]



	George Oppenheimer
	The War Against Mrs. Hadley[image: External link]



	1943[image: External link]

(16th)[image: External link]
	Norman Krasna
	Princess O'Rourke[image: External link]
	[7]



	Dudley Nichols[image: External link]
	Air Force[image: External link]



	Noël Coward[image: External link]
	In Which We Serve[image: External link]



	Lillian Hellman[image: External link]
	The North Star[image: External link]



	Allan Scott[image: External link]
	So Proudly We Hail![image: External link]



	1944[image: External link]

(17th)[image: External link]
	Lamar Trotti
	Wilson[image: External link]
	[8]



	Preston Sturges
	Hail the Conquering Hero[image: External link]



	The Miracle of Morgan's Creek[image: External link]



	Richard Connell[image: External link]

Gladys Lehman[image: External link]
	Two Girls and a Sailor[image: External link]



	Jerome Cady[image: External link]
	Wing and a Prayer[image: External link]



	1945[image: External link]

(18th)[image: External link]
	Richard Schweizer
	Marie-Louise[image: External link]
	[9]



	Philip Yordan[image: External link]
	Dillinger[image: External link]



	Myles Connolly[image: External link]
	Music for Millions[image: External link]



	Milton Holmes
	Salty O'Rourke[image: External link]



	Harry Kurnitz[image: External link]
	What Next, Corporal Hargrove?[image: External link]



	1946[image: External link]

(19th)[image: External link]
	Muriel Box

Sydney Box
	The Seventh Veil[image: External link]
	[10]



	Raymond Chandler[image: External link]
	The Blue Dahlia[image: External link]



	Jacques Prévert[image: External link]
	Children of Paradise[image: External link]



	Ben Hecht[image: External link]
	Notorious[image: External link]



	Norman Panama[image: External link]

Melvin Frank[image: External link]
	Road to Utopia[image: External link]



	1947[image: External link]

(20th)[image: External link]
	Sidney Sheldon
	The Bachelor and the Bobby-Soxer[image: External link]
	[11]



	Abraham Polonsky[image: External link]
	Body and Soul[image: External link]



	Ruth Gordon[image: External link]

Garson Kanin[image: External link]
	A Double Life[image: External link]



	Charlie Chaplin[image: External link]
	Monsieur Verdoux[image: External link]



	Sergio Amidei[image: External link]

Adolfo Franci[image: External link]

C. G. Viola[image: External link]

Cesare Zavattini[image: External link]
	Shoeshine[image: External link]



	1948[image: External link]

(21st)[image: External link]
	N/A
	—
	[12]



	1949[image: External link]

(22nd)[image: External link]
	Robert Pirosh
	Battleground[image: External link]
	[13]



	Sidney Buchman[image: External link]
	Jolson Sings Again[image: External link]



	V. Hayes[image: External link]

Federico Fellini[image: External link]

Sergio Amidei[image: External link]

Marcello Pagliero[image: External link]

Roberto Rossellini[image: External link]
	Paisan[image: External link]



	T. E. B. Clarke
	Passport to Pimlico[image: External link]



	Helen Levitt[image: External link]

Janice Loeb

Sidney Meyers[image: External link]
	The Quiet Ones[image: External link]



	1950[image: External link]

(23rd)[image: External link]
	Charles Brackett

D. M. Marshman Jr.

Billy Wilder
	Sunset Boulevard[image: External link]
	[14]



	Ruth Gordon[image: External link]

Garson Kanin[image: External link]
	Adam's Rib[image: External link]



	Virginia Kellogg[image: External link]

Bernard C. Schoenfeld[image: External link]
	Caged[image: External link]



	Carl Foreman[image: External link]
	The Men[image: External link]



	Joseph L. Mankiewicz

Lesser Samuels[image: External link]
	No Way Out[image: External link]



	1951[image: External link]

(24th)[image: External link]
	Alan Jay Lerner
	An American in Paris[image: External link]
	[15]



	Billy Wilder

Lesser Samuels[image: External link]

Walter Newman[image: External link]
	The Big Carnival[image: External link]



	Philip Dunne[image: External link]
	David and Bathsheba[image: External link]



	Robert Pirosh
	Go for Broke![image: External link]



	Clarence Greene

Russell Rouse
	The Well[image: External link]



	1952[image: External link]

(25th)[image: External link]
	T. E. B. Clarke
	The Lavender Hill Mob[image: External link]
	[16]



	Sydney Boehm[image: External link]
	The Atomic City[image: External link]



	Terence Rattigan[image: External link]
	The Sound Barrier[image: External link]



	Ruth Gordon[image: External link]

Garson Kanin[image: External link]
	Pat and Mike[image: External link]



	John Steinbeck[image: External link]
	Viva Zapata![image: External link]



	1953[image: External link]

(26th)[image: External link]
	Charles Brackett

Richard L. Breen

Walter Reisch
	Titanic[image: External link]
	[17]



	Betty Comden[image: External link]

Adolph Green[image: External link]
	The Band Wagon[image: External link]



	Richard Murphy[image: External link]
	The Desert Rats[image: External link]



	Sam Rolfe[image: External link]

Harold Jack Bloom[image: External link]
	The Naked Spur[image: External link]



	Millard Kaufman[image: External link]
	Take the High Ground![image: External link]



	1954[image: External link]

(27th)[image: External link]
	Budd Schulberg
	On the Waterfront
	[18]



	Joseph L. Mankiewicz
	The Barefoot Contessa[image: External link]



	William Rose
	Genevieve[image: External link]



	Valentine Davies[image: External link]

Oscar Brodney[image: External link]
	The Glenn Miller Story[image: External link]



	Norman Panama[image: External link]

Melvin Frank[image: External link]
	Knock on Wood[image: External link]



	1955[image: External link]

(28th)[image: External link]
	Sonya Levien

William Ludwig
	Interrupted Melody[image: External link]
	[19]



	Milton Sperling[image: External link]

Emmet Lavery[image: External link]
	The Court-Martial of Billy Mitchell[image: External link]



	Betty Comden[image: External link]

Adolph Green[image: External link]
	It's Always Fair Weather[image: External link]



	Jacques Tati[image: External link]

Henri Marquet[image: External link]
	Les Vacances de Monsieur Hulot[image: External link]



	Melville Shavelson[image: External link]

Jack Rose[image: External link]
	The Seven Little Foys[image: External link]



	1956[image: External link]

(29th)[image: External link]
	Albert Lamorisse
	The Red Balloon[image: External link]
	[20]



	Robert Lewin[image: External link]
	The Bold and the Brave[image: External link]



	Andrew L. Stone[image: External link]
	Julie[image: External link]



	Federico Fellini[image: External link]

Tullio Pinelli[image: External link]
	La Strada[image: External link]



	William Rose
	The Ladykillers[image: External link]



	1957[image: External link]

(30th)[image: External link]
	George Wells
	Designing Woman[image: External link]
	[21]



	Leonard Gershe[image: External link]
	Funny Face[image: External link]



	Ralph Wheelwright

R. Wright Campbell[image: External link]

Ivan Goff[image: External link]

Ben Roberts[image: External link]
	Man of a Thousand Faces[image: External link]



	Barney Slater

Joel Kane

Dudley Nichols[image: External link]
	The Tin Star[image: External link]



	Federico Fellini[image: External link]

Ennio Flaiano[image: External link]

Tullio Pinelli[image: External link]
	I Vitelloni[image: External link]



	1958[image: External link]

(31st)[image: External link]
	Nathan E. Douglas

Harold Jacob Smith
	The Defiant Ones
	[22]



	Paddy Chayefsky
	The Goddess[image: External link]



	Melville Shavelson[image: External link]

Jack Rose[image: External link]
	Houseboat[image: External link]



	James Edward Grant[image: External link]

William Bowers[image: External link]
	The Sheepman[image: External link]



	Fay Kanin[image: External link]

Michael Kanin
	Teacher's Pet[image: External link]



	1959[image: External link]

(32nd)[image: External link]
	Clarence Greene

Maurice Richlin

Russell Rouse

Stanley Shapiro
	Pillow Talk[image: External link]
	[23]



	François Truffaut

Marcel Moussy[image: External link]
	The 400 Blows[image: External link]



	Ernest Lehman[image: External link]
	North by Northwest[image: External link]



	Paul King

Joseph Stone

Stanley Shapiro

Maurice Richlin
	Operation Petticoat[image: External link]



	Ingmar Bergman[image: External link]
	Wild Strawberries[image: External link]



	1960[image: External link]

(33rd)[image: External link]
	I. A. L. Diamond

Billy Wilder
	The Apartment[image: External link]
	[24]



	Bryan Forbes[image: External link]

Richard Gregson[image: External link]

Michael Craig[image: External link]
	The Angry Silence[image: External link]



	Norman Panama[image: External link]

Melvin Frank[image: External link]
	The Facts of Life[image: External link]



	Marguerite Duras[image: External link]
	Hiroshima mon amour[image: External link]



	Jules Dassin[image: External link]
	Never on Sunday[image: External link]



	1961[image: External link]

(34th)[image: External link]
	William Inge
	Splendor in the Grass[image: External link]
	[25]



	Valentin Yoshov

Grigori Chukhrai[image: External link]
	Ballad of a Soldier[image: External link]



	Sergio Amidei[image: External link]

Diego Fabbi

Indro Montanelli[image: External link]
	General della Rovere[image: External link]



	Federico Fellini[image: External link]

Tullio Pinelli[image: External link]

Ennio Flaiano[image: External link]

Brunello Rondi[image: External link]
	La Dolce Vita[image: External link]



	Stanley Shapiro

Paul Henning[image: External link]
	Lover Come Back[image: External link]



	1962[image: External link]

(35th)[image: External link]
	Ennio de Concini

Pietro Germi

Alfredo Giannetti
	Divorce Italian Style[image: External link]
	[26]



	Charles Kaufman[image: External link]

Wolfgang Reinhardt[image: External link]
	Freud: The Secret Passion[image: External link]



	Alain Robbe-Grillet[image: External link]
	Last Year at Marienbad[image: External link]



	Stanley Shapiro

Nate Monaster
	That Touch of Mink[image: External link]



	Ingmar Bergman[image: External link]
	Through a Glass Darkly[image: External link]



	1963[image: External link]

(36th)[image: External link]
	James Webb[image: External link]
	How the West Was Won[image: External link]
	[27]



	Federico Fellini[image: External link]

Ennio Flaiano[image: External link]

Tullio Pinelli[image: External link]

Brunello Rondi[image: External link]
	8½[image: External link]



	Elia Kazan
	America America[image: External link]



	Pasquale Festa Campanile[image: External link]

Massimo Franciosa[image: External link]

Nanni Loy[image: External link]

Vasco Pratolini[image: External link]

Carlo Bernari[image: External link]
	The Four Days of Naples[image: External link]



	Arnold Schulman[image: External link]
	Love with the Proper Stranger[image: External link]



	1964[image: External link]

(37th)[image: External link]
	Peter Stone

Frank Tarloff
	Father Goose[image: External link]
	[28]



	Alun Owen[image: External link]
	A Hard Day's Night[image: External link]



	Raphael Hayes

Orville H. Hampton[image: External link]
	One Potato, Two Potato[image: External link]



	Agenore Incrocci[image: External link]

Furio Scarpelli[image: External link]

Mario Monicelli[image: External link]
	The Organizer[image: External link]



	Jean-Paul Rappeneau[image: External link]

Ariane Mnouchkine[image: External link]

Daniel Boulanger[image: External link]

Philippe de Broca[image: External link]
	That Man from Rio[image: External link]



	1965[image: External link]

(38th)[image: External link]
	Frederic Raphael
	Darling[image: External link]
	[29]



	Agenore Incrocci[image: External link]

Furio Scarpelli[image: External link]

Mario Monicelli[image: External link]

Tonino Guerra[image: External link]

Giorgio Salvioni

Suso Cecchi d'Amico[image: External link]
	Casanova 70[image: External link]



	Jack Davies[image: External link]

Ken Annakin[image: External link]
	Those Magnificent Men in their Flying Machines[image: External link]



	Franklin Coen

Frank Davis
	The Train[image: External link]



	Jacques Demy[image: External link]
	The Umbrellas of Cherbourg[image: External link]



	1966[image: External link]

(39th)[image: External link]
	Claude Lelouch

Pierre Uytterhoeven
	A Man and a Woman[image: External link]
	[30]



	Michelangelo Antonioni[image: External link]

Tonino Guerra[image: External link]

Edward Bond[image: External link]
	Blowup[image: External link]



	Billy Wilder

I. A. L. Diamond
	The Fortune Cookie[image: External link]



	Robert Ardrey[image: External link]
	Khartoum[image: External link]



	Clint Johnston

Don Peters
	The Naked Prey[image: External link]



	1967[image: External link]

(40th)[image: External link]
	William Rose
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	Federico Fellini[image: External link]



	5
	Ingmar Bergman[image: External link]



	Mike Leigh[image: External link]



	4
	Pete Docter[image: External link]



	Melvin Frank[image: External link]



	Tullio Pinelli[image: External link]



	Stanley Shapiro



	Billy Wilder



	3
	Sergio Amidei[image: External link]



	Wes Anderson[image: External link]



	Warren Beatty



	Robert Benton



	Paddy Chayefsky



	Ethan Coen



	Joel Coen



	Nora Ephron[image: External link]



	Ennio Flaiano[image: External link]



	Ruth Gordon[image: External link]



	Tonino Guerra[image: External link]



	Garson Kanin[image: External link]



	Barry Levinson



	Kenneth Lonergan



	Paul Mazursky[image: External link]



	Norman Panama[image: External link]



	Jack Rose[image: External link]



	William Rose



	Andrew Stanton[image: External link]



	Oliver Stone



	Preston Sturges



	Quentin Tarantino
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 See also





	Academy Award for Best Story[image: External link]

	Golden Globe Award for Best Screenplay

	BAFTA Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]

	Independent Spirit Award for Best Screenplay[image: External link]

	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Screenplay

	List of Big Five Academy Award winners and nominees[image: External link]

	Writers Guild of America Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]
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Good Will Hunting






Good Will Hunting is a 1997 American drama film[image: External link], directed by Gus Van Sant, and starring Robin Williams, Matt Damon, Ben Affleck, Minnie Driver[image: External link] and Stellan Skarsgård[image: External link]. Written by Affleck and Damon (and with Damon in the title role), the film follows 20-year-old South Boston[image: External link] laborer Will Hunting, an unrecognized genius who, as part of a deferred prosecution[image: External link] agreement after assaulting a police officer, becomes a client of a therapist and studies advanced mathematics with a renowned professor. Through his therapy sessions, Will re-evaluates his relationships with his best friend, his girlfriend and himself, facing the significant task of confronting his past and thinking about his future.

The film received positive reviews and was a financial success. It grossed over US$225 million during its theatrical run with only a modest $10 million budget. It was nominated for nine Academy Awards, including the Academy Award for Best Picture, and won two: Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] for Williams and Best Original Screenplay[image: External link] for Affleck and Damon.

After Williams' death in 2014, it was ranked at number 53 in The Hollywood Reporter's "100 Favorite Films" list.[3]



TOP
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 Plot




Twenty-year-old Will Hunting of South Boston[image: External link] is a self-taught, genius-level intellect, though he works as a janitor at MIT[image: External link] and spends his free time drinking with his friends, Chuckie, Billy, and Morgan. When Professor Gerald Lambeau posts a difficult math problem as a challenge for his graduate students, Will solves the problem anonymously, stunning both the students and Lambeau. As a challenge to the unknown genius, Lambeau posts an even more difficult problem. Will solves the problem, but then flees the scene when Lambeau catches him. At a bar, Will meets Skylar, a British student about to graduate from Harvard[image: External link], who plans on attending medical school at Stanford[image: External link].

The next day, as Will and his friends fight a gang at the basketball court, police arrive and arrest Will. Lambeau visits his court appearance and notices Will's intellect in defending himself. He arranges for him to forgo jail time if he agrees to study mathematics under Lambeau's supervision and participate in therapy sessions. Will tentatively agrees, but treats his first few therapists with mockery. In desperation, Lambeau calls on Dr. Sean Maguire, his estranged college roommate, who now teaches psychology at Bunker Hill Community College[image: External link]. Unlike other therapists, Sean actually challenges Will's defense mechanisms, and after a few unproductive sessions, Will begins to open up.

Will is particularly struck by Sean's story of how he met his wife by giving up his ticket to the historic game six of the 1975 World Series[image: External link], after falling in love at first sight. Sean neither regrets his decision, nor does he regret the final years of his marriage, after which his wife died of cancer. This encourages Will to build a relationship with Skylar, though he lies to her about his past and is reluctant to introduce her to his friends or show her his rundown neighborhood. Will also challenges Sean to take an objective look at his own life, since Sean cannot move on from his wife's death.

Lambeau sets up a number of job interviews for Will, but Will scorns them by sending Chuckie as his "chief negotiator," and by turning down a position at the NSA[image: External link] with a scathing critique of the agency's moral position. Skylar asks Will to move to California with her, but he refuses and tells her he is an orphan, and that his foster father physically abused him. Will breaks up with Skylar and later storms out on Lambeau, dismissing the mathematical research he has been doing. Sean points out that Will is so adept at anticipating future failure in his interpersonal relationships that he deliberately sabotages them in order to avoid emotional pain.

Will walks in on a heated argument between Sean and Lambeau over his potential. Sean and Will share and find out that they were both victims of child abuse. Sean helps Will to see that he is a victim of his own inner demons and to accept that it is not his fault, causing him to break down in tears. Will accepts one of the job offers arranged by Lambeau. Having helped Will overcome his problems, Sean reconciles with Lambeau and takes a sabbatical to travel the world. When Will's friends present him with a rebuilt Chevrolet Nova[image: External link] for his twenty-first birthday, he decides to pass on his job offers and drive to California to reunite with Skylar. Sometime later, Chuckie goes to Will's house to pick him up, only to find that he is not there, much to his happiness. Sean finds a letter from Will in his mailbox, which tells him that Will is going to see Skylar.
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 Cast






	
Matt Damon as Will Hunting

	
Robin Williams as Sean Maguire

	
Ben Affleck as Chuckie Sullivan

	
Stellan Skarsgård[image: External link] as Professor Gerald Lambeau

	
Minnie Driver[image: External link] as Skylar

	
Casey Affleck as Morgan O'Mally

	
Cole Hauser[image: External link] as William "Billy" McBride

	
John Mighton[image: External link] as Tom

	
Scott William Winters[image: External link] as Clark

	
Jimmy Flynn[image: External link] as Judge George H. Malone

	
Christopher Britton[image: External link] as Executive #2

	
Alison Folland[image: External link] as MIT Student

	
George Plimpton[image: External link] as Henry Lipkin
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 Mathematics




Patrick O'Donnell, professor of physics at University of Toronto[image: External link], served as mathematical consultant for the film production.[4]

A turning point in the plot occurs when Will chalks up the adjacency matrix[image: External link]


	and its cube

	



as the answer to a challenging problem based on a graph[image: External link] posted by Professor Lambeau.[5]
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 Production
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 Development




Matt Damon originally started writing the film as a final assignment for a playwriting class he was taking at Harvard University. He wrote his girlfriend at that time, medical student Skylar Satenstein, into his script. Satenstein is credited in the closing credits of the film.[6] He met Ben Affleck and the two finished the screenplay together.[7] At first, it was written as a thriller about a young man in the rough-and-tumble streets of South Boston[image: External link] who possesses a superior intelligence and is targeted by the FBI to become a G-Man[image: External link]. Castle Rock Entertainment president Rob Reiner later urged them to drop the thriller aspect of the story and to focus on the relationship between Will Hunting (Damon) and his psychologist (Robin Williams). At Reiner's request, screenwriter William Goldman[image: External link] read the script and further suggested that the film's climax ought to be Will's decision to follow his girlfriend Skylar to California. Goldman has consistently denied the persistent rumor that he wrote Good Will Hunting or acted as a script doctor[image: External link].[8] In his book Which Lie Did I Tell?[image: External link], Goldman jokingly writes, "I did not just doctor it. I wrote the whole thing from scratch," before dismissing the rumor as false.[9]

Castle Rock bought the script for $675,000 against $775,000, meaning that Damon and Affleck would stand to earn an additional $100,000 if the film was produced and they retained sole writing credit. However, studios balked at the idea of Affleck and Damon in the lead roles, with many studio executives stating that they wanted Brad Pitt and Leonardo DiCaprio[image: External link]. At the time, Damon and Affleck were meeting at Castle Rock, Kevin Smith was working with Affleck on Mallrats and with both Damon and Affleck on Chasing Amy.[10] Castle Rock put the script in turnaround, and gave Damon and Affleck 30 days to find another buyer for the script who would reimburse Castle Rock the money paid, otherwise the script reverted to the studio, and Damon and Affleck would be out. All the studios that were involved in the original bidding war for the screenplay now each turned the pair down, taking meetings with Affleck and Damon only to tell them this to their face. As a last resort, Affleck passed the script to his Chasing Amy director Kevin Smith, who read it and promised to walk the script directly into Harvey Weinstein's office at Miramax. Weinstein read the script, loved it, and paid Castle Rock their due, while also agreeing to let Damon and Affleck star in the film. In his recollection of the meeting, Weinstein asked about an out-of-place, mid-script oral sex[image: External link] scene, which Damon and Affleck explained was a test to see which studio executives had actually read the script.[11]

After buying the rights from Castle Rock, Miramax gave the green light to put the film into production. Several well-known filmmakers were originally considered to direct, including Mel Gibson, Michael Mann[image: External link], and Steven Soderbergh. Originally, Affleck asked Kevin Smith if he was interested in directing. He declined, saying they needed a "good director" and that he only directs things he writes and is not much of a visual director, but still served as one of the film's executive producers. Damon and Affleck later chose Gus Van Sant for the job, whose work on previous films like Drugstore Cowboy[image: External link] (1989) had left a favorable impression on the fledgling screenwriters. Miramax was persuaded and hired Van Sant to direct the film.
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 Filming




Filming took place between April and June 1997. Although the story is set in Boston, and many of the scenes were done on location in the Greater Boston area, much of the filming was done at locations in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, with the University of Toronto[image: External link] standing in for the interiors of MIT[image: External link] and Harvard University. The classroom scenes were filmed at McLennan Physical Laboratories (of the University of Toronto) and Central Technical School[image: External link]. Harvard normally disallows filming on its property, but permitted limited filming by the project after intervention by Harvard alumnus John Lithgow.[12] Likewise, only the exterior shots of Bunker Hill Community College[image: External link] were filmed in Boston; however, Sean's office was built in Toronto as an exact replica of one at the college.[13]

The interior bar scenes set in " Southie[image: External link]" were shot on location at Woody's L St. Tavern.[14] Meanwhile, the homes of Will (190 West 6th Street) and Sean (259 E Street), while some distance apart in the movie, actually back up to each other on Bowen Street, the narrow street Chuckie drives down to walk up to Will's back door.[15][16]

The Bow and Arrow Pub, which was located at the corner of Bow Street and Massachusetts Avenue in Cambridge, doubled as the Harvard bar in which Will met Skylar for the first time.[17] The Baskin-Robbins[image: External link]/Dunkin' Donuts[image: External link] featured in the "How do you like them apples?" scene was next door to the pub at the time of the film's release.[16]

The Tasty[image: External link], at the corner of JFK and Brattle Streets, was the scene of Will and Skylar's first kiss.[18] The Au Bon Pain[image: External link], where Will and Skylar discuss the former's photographic memory[image: External link], was at the corner of Dunster Street and Mass Ave.[19]

The Boston Public Garden[image: External link] bench on which Will and Sean sat for a scene in the film became a temporary shrine after Williams' death in 2014.[20]
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 Reception
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 Box office




In the film's opening weekend in limited release, it earned $272,912. In its January 1998 wide-release opening weekend, it earned $10,261,471. It went on to gross $138,433,435 in North America[image: External link] for a total worldwide gross of $225,900,000.
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 Critical response




Good Will Hunting received strongly positive reviews from critics. Review aggregation website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gives the film a rating of 97%, based on 70 reviews, with an average rating of 8/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "It follows a predictable narrative arc, but Good Will Hunting adds enough quirks to the journey -- and is loaded with enough powerful performances -- that it remains an entertaining, emotionally rich drama."[21] At Metacritic[image: External link], the film has a score of 70 out of 100, based on 28 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[22]

Roger Ebert[image: External link] gave the film three out of four stars, writing that while the story is "predictable", it is "the individual moments, not the payoff, that make it so effective."[23]

Several scholars have examined the film as a portrayal of residual Catholic–Protestant tensions in Boston[image: External link], as Irish Catholics[image: External link] from Southie[image: External link] are aligned against ostensibly Protestant[image: External link] characters who are affiliated with Harvard and MIT[image: External link].[24][25]
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 Awards and accolades





	
70th Academy Awards[image: External link][26]





	
Won: Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] – Robin Williams

	
Won: Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay – Ben Affleck & Matt Damon

	Nominated: Academy Award for Best Picture


	Nominated: Academy Award for Best Director[image: External link] – Gus Van Sant

	Nominated: Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link] – Matt Damon

	Nominated: Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] – Minnie Driver

	Nominated: Academy Award for Film Editing[image: External link] – Pietro Scalia

	Nominated: Academy Award for Original Music Score[image: External link] – Danny Elfman

	Nominated: Academy Award for Best Song[image: External link] – Elliott Smith (song "Miss Misery")




	55th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]




	
Won: Golden Globe Award for Best Screenplay – Ben Affleck & Matt Damon[27]


	Nominated: Golden Globe Award for Best Motion Picture – Drama[28]


	Nominated: Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama[image: External link] – Matt Damon[28]


	Nominated: Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actor – Motion Picture – Robin Williams[28]





	4th Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link]




	
Won: Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link] – Robin Williams

	Nominated: Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture


	Nominated: Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link] – Matt Damon

	Nominated: Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link] – Minnie Driver




	Other Major Awards / Nominations




	
Won: Silver Bear for Outstanding Single Achievement[image: External link] – Matt Damon[29]


	Nominated: Directors Guild of America Award for Outstanding Directorial Achievement in Motion Pictures[image: External link] – Gus Van Sant

	Nominated: Writers Guild of America Award for Best Screenplay Written Directly for the Screen[image: External link] – Ben Affleck & Matt Damon
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 Soundtrack




The musical score for Good Will Hunting was composed by Danny Elfman[image: External link], who had previously collaborated with Gus Van Sant on To Die For[image: External link] and would go on to score many of the director's other films. The film also features many songs written and recorded by singer-songwriter Elliott Smith[image: External link]. His song "Miss Misery[image: External link]" was nominated for the Academy Award for Best Original Song[image: External link], but lost to "My Heart Will Go On[image: External link]" from Titanic. Elfman's score was also nominated for an Oscar, but lost to Titanic as well. On September 11, 2006, The Today Show[image: External link] used Elfman's song "Weepy Donuts" while Matt Lauer[image: External link] spoke during the opening credits.

A soundtrack album for the film was released by Capitol Records[image: External link] on November 18, 1997, though only two of Elfman's cues appear on the release.[31]


	
Elliott Smith[image: External link] – "Between the Bars" (Orchestral)

	Jeb Loy Nichols – "As the Rain"

	Elliott Smith – "Angeles"

	Elliott Smith – "No Name #3"

	
The Waterboys[image: External link] – "Fisherman's Blues[image: External link]"

	
Luscious Jackson[image: External link] – "Why Do I Lie?"

	
Danny Elfman[image: External link] – "Will Hunting" (Main Titles)

	Elliott Smith – "Between the Bars"

	Elliott Smith – "Say Yes"

	
Gerry Rafferty[image: External link] – "Baker Street[image: External link]"

	
Andru Donalds[image: External link] – "Somebody's Baby"

	
The Dandy Warhols[image: External link] – "Boys Better[image: External link]"

	
Al Green[image: External link] – "How Can You Mend a Broken Heart?"

	Elliott Smith – "Miss Misery[image: External link]"

	Danny Elfman – "Weepy Donuts"



"Afternoon Delight[image: External link]" by the Starland Vocal Band[image: External link] was featured in the film, but did not appear on the soundtrack album.

A limited edition soundtrack album featuring Elfman's complete score from the film was released by Music Box Records on March 3, 2014. The soundtrack, issued in 1500 copies, includes all of Elfman's cues (including music not featured on the rare Miramax Academy promo) and also contains the songs by Elliott Smith. One of the tracks is Smith's songs with Elfman's arrangements added into the mix.[32]


	Main Title (2:44)

	Genie Mopper (0:37)

	First Calculation (1:08)

	Theorem (0:42)

	Kick Ass Choir (0:59)

	Mystery Math (2:28)

	Them Apples (0:57)

	Jail (1:13)

	Second Shrink (1:14)

	Any Port (1:25)

	Times Up (1:14)

	Oliver Twist (1:58)

	Staring Contest (0:49)

	Secret Weapon (0:57)

	Retainer (Part A) (0:58)

	Retainer (Part B) (0:20)

	Tell You Something (0:48)

	No Love Me (0:47)

	Fire Music (1:11)

	Whose Fault (2:34)

	End Titles (3:50)

	Between the Bars (Orchestral) (1:09) - Performed by Elliott Smith / Arr. by Elfman

	No Name #3 (3:04) - Performed by Elliott Smith

	Say Yes (2:15) - Performed by Elliott Smith

	Between the Bars (2:21) - Performed by Elliott Smith

	Angeles (2:55) - Performed by Elliott Smith

	Miss Misery (3:12) - Performed by Elliott Smith
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Armageddon (1998 film)






"Armageddon (film)" redirects here. For other films with the same title, see Armageddon (disambiguation) § Films[image: External link].

Armageddon is a 1998 American science fiction[image: External link] disaster film[image: External link] directed by Michael Bay, produced by Jerry Bruckheimer, and released by Touchstone Pictures[image: External link]. The film follows a group of blue-collar[image: External link] deep-core drillers[image: External link] sent by NASA to stop a gigantic asteroid[image: External link] on a collision course[image: External link] with Earth[image: External link]. It features an ensemble cast[image: External link] including Bruce Willis, Ben Affleck, Billy Bob Thornton[image: External link], Liv Tyler, Owen Wilson[image: External link], Will Patton[image: External link], Peter Stormare[image: External link], William Fichtner[image: External link], Michael Clarke Duncan, Keith David[image: External link], and Steve Buscemi[image: External link].

Armageddon opened in theaters only two and a half months after the similar asteroid impact-based film Deep Impact[image: External link], which starred Robert Duvall[image: External link] and Morgan Freeman[image: External link]. Armageddon fared better at the box office, while astronomers described Deep Impact as being more scientifically accurate.[3][4] Armageddon was an international box-office success despite generally negative reviews from critics, becoming the highest-grossing film of 1998[image: External link] worldwide.



TOP
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 Plot




A massive meteor shower[image: External link] destroys the orbiting Space Shuttle Atlantis[image: External link] and bombards a swath of land around the North Atlantic. NASA discovers through the Hubble[image: External link] that the meteors were debris propelled from the asteroid belt[image: External link] by a rogue asteroid roughly the size of Texas[image: External link]. The asteroid will collide with Earth in 18 days, causing a second extinction event[image: External link]. NASA scientists, led by Dan Truman, plan to trigger a thermonuclear detonation at least 800 feet (240 m) inside the asteroid to split it in two, driving the pieces apart so both will fly past the Earth. NASA contacts Harry Stamper, considered the best deep-sea oil driller in the world, for assistance. Harry insists he will need his full team to help execute NASA's plan, and they agree to help but only after their list of unusual rewards are met.

NASA plans to launch two specialized shuttles, Freedom and Independence, to increase the chances of success; the shuttles will refill with liquid oxygen[image: External link] from a Russian space station before making a slingshot maneuver[image: External link] around the Moon to approach the asteroid from behind. NASA puts Harry and his crew through a short and rigorous astronaut training program, while Harry's team re-outfit the mobile drillers, "Armadillos", for the job. During training, Truman and Harry are skeptical about the abilities of A.J. Frost, a hot-headed drill operator who has been dating Harry's daughter Grace against Harry's wishes.

The destruction of Shanghai[image: External link] by a meteorite forces the government to reveal the asteroid's existence, as well as their plan. The shuttles are launched and arrive at the space station, where its sole cosmonaut Lev Andropov helps with refueling. A major fire breaks out during the fueling process, forcing the crews, including Lev, to evacuate in the shuttles before the station explodes. The shuttles perform the slingshot around the Moon, but approaching the asteroid, the Independence's engines are destroyed by trailing debris, and it crash-lands on the asteroid. Grace, aware A.J. was aboard the Independence, is traumatized by this news, believing he was killed. Unknown to the others, A.J., Lev, and "Bear" (another of Harry's crew) survive the impact and head towards the Freedom target site in their Armadillo.

Freedom safely lands on the asteroid, but overshoots the target zone, landing on a much harder metallic field than planned, and their drilling quickly falls behind schedule. The military initiates a backup plan they call "secondary protocol", planning to remotely detonate the weapon at the asteroid's surface, despite Truman and Harry's insistence that it would be ineffective. Truman delays the military, while Harry convinces the shuttle commander Colonel Willie Sharp to disarm the remote trigger. Harry's crew continues to work, but in their haste, they accidentally hit a gas pocket, blowing their Armadillo into space and losing another man. As the world learns of the mission's apparent failure, another meteorite decimates most of Paris[image: External link].

All seems lost until Independence's Armadillo arrives. With A.J. at the controls, they reach the required depth for the bomb. However, flying debris from the asteroid damages the triggering device, requiring someone to stay behind to manually detonate the bomb. The crew draw straws[image: External link] and A.J. is selected. As he and Harry exit the airlock, Harry rips off A.J.'s air hose and shoves him back inside, telling him that he is the son Harry never had and gives his blessing to marry Grace. Harry contacts Grace to bid his final farewell. After some last minute difficulties involving both the shuttle engines and the detonator, the Freedom moves to a safe distance and Harry triggers the detonation while his life flashes before his eyes. The bomb successfully splits the asteroid, avoiding the collision with Earth. Freedom safely returns to Earth, and the surviving crew are treated as heroes. A.J. and Grace get married, with photos of Harry and the other lost crew members present.
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 Cast






	
Bruce Willis as Harry Stamper

	
Ben Affleck as A.J. Frost

	
Billy Bob Thornton[image: External link] as Dan Truman

	
Liv Tyler as Grace Stamper

	
Will Patton[image: External link] as Charles "Chick" Chapple

	
Steve Buscemi[image: External link] as "Rockhound"

	
Michael Clarke Duncan as J. Otis "Bear" Kurleen Bear

	
Owen Wilson[image: External link] as Oscar Choice

	
Peter Stormare[image: External link] as Lev Andropov

	
William Fichtner[image: External link] as Colonel Willie Sharp

	
Ken Hudson Campbell[image: External link] as Max Lennert

	
Keith David[image: External link] as General Kimsey

	
Jessica Steen[image: External link] as Co-Pilot Jennifer Watts

	
Grayson McCouch[image: External link] as Gruber

	
Jason Isaacs[image: External link] as Dr. Ronald Quincy

	
Grace Zabriskie[image: External link] as Dottie

	
Charlton Heston[image: External link] as Narrator
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 Production




In May 1998, Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] chairman Joe Roth[image: External link] expanded the film's budget by $3 million to include additional special effects scenes. This additional footage, incorporated two months prior to the film's release, was specifically added for the television advertising campaign to differentiate the film from Deep Impact[image: External link] which was released a few months before.[5]

According to Bruce Joel Rubin, writer of Deep Impact, a production president at Disney took notes on everything the writer said during lunch about his script and initiated Armageddon as a counter film at Disney.[6]

Nine writers worked on the script, five of whom are credited. In addition to Robert Roy Pool[image: External link], Jonathan Hensleigh[image: External link], Tony Gilroy[image: External link], Shane Salerno[image: External link] and J.J. Abrams[image: External link], the writers involved included Paul Attanasio[image: External link], Ann Biderman[image: External link], Scott Rosenberg[image: External link] and Robert Towne. Originally, it was Hensleigh’s script, based on Pool’s original, that had been greenlighted by Touchstone. Then-producer, Jerry Bruckheimer, hired the succession of scribes for rewrites and polishes.[7]
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 Music




Main article: Armageddon: The Album[image: External link]
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 Release




Prior to Armageddon's release, the film was advertised in Super Bowl XXXII[image: External link] at a cost of $2.6 million.[8]
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 Home media




Despite a mixed critical reception, a DVD edition of Armageddon was released by The Criterion Collection[image: External link], a specialist film distributor of primarily arthouse[image: External link] films that markets what it considers to be "important classic and contemporary films" and "cinema at its finest". In an essay supporting the selection of Armageddon, film scholar Jeanine Basinger[image: External link], who taught Michael Bay at Wesleyan University[image: External link], states that the film is "a work of art by a cutting-edge artist who is a master of movement, light, color, and shape—and also of chaos, razzle-dazzle, and explosion". She sees it as a celebration of working men: "This film makes these ordinary men noble, lifting their efforts up into an epic event." Further, she states that in the first few moments of the film all the main characters are well established, saying, "If that isn't screenwriting, I don't know what is".[9] The film was also released by Touchstone Home Entertainment[image: External link] on standard edition Blu-ray disc[image: External link] in 2010 with only a few special features.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Space Shuttle Columbia disaster




Following the 2003 Columbia disaster[image: External link], some screen captures from the opening scene where Atlantis is destroyed were passed off as satellite images of the disaster in a hoax.[10] Additionally, the American cable network FX[image: External link], which had intended to broadcast Armageddon that evening, removed the film from its schedule and aired Aliens[image: External link] in its place.[11]
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 Reception
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 Box office




Armageddon was released on July 1, 1998 in 3,127 theaters in the United States and Canada. It ranked first at the box office with an opening weekend gross of $36 million. It grossed $201.6 million in the United States and Canada and $352.1 million in other territories for a worldwide total of $553.7 million.[2]
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 Critical response




Armageddon received mostly negative reviews from film critics, many of whom took issue with "the furious pace of its editing".[12] The film is on the list of Roger Ebert[image: External link]'s most hated films.[13] In his original review, Ebert stated, "The movie is an assault on the eyes, the ears, the brain, common sense and the human desire to be entertained". On Siskel and Ebert[image: External link], Ebert gave it a Thumbs Down. However, his co-host Gene Siskel[image: External link] gave it a Thumbs Up. Ebert went on to name Armageddon as the worst film of 1998 (though he was originally considering Spiceworld[image: External link]).[14] Todd McCarthy of Variety also gave the film a negative review, noting Michael Bay's rapid cutting style: "Much of the confusion, as well as the lack of dramatic rhythm or character development, results directly from Bay's cutting style, which resembles a machine gun stuck in the firing position for 2½ hours."[15] The film has a cumulative 39% "Rotten" rating on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link],[16] while achieving a 42% aggregate score on Metacritic[image: External link].

In April 2013, in a Miami Herald[image: External link] interview to promote Pain & Gain[image: External link], Bay was quoted as having said:


...We had to do the whole movie in 16 weeks. It was a massive undertaking. That was not fair to the movie. I would redo the entire third act if I could. But the studio literally took the movie away from us. It was terrible. My visual effects supervisor had a nervous breakdown, so I had to be in charge of that. I called James Cameron and asked "What do you do when you're doing all the effects yourself?" But the movie did fine.[17]



Some time after the article was published, Bay changed his stance, claiming that his apology only related to the editing of the film, not the whole film,[18] and accused the writer of the article for taking his words out of context. The author of the article, Miami Herald writer Rene Rodriguez claimed: "NBC asked me for a response, and I played them the tape. I didn't misquote anyone. All the sites that picked up the story did."[19]
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 Scientific accuracy




See also: Asteroid deflection[image: External link]


In an interview with Entertainment Weekly, Bay admitted that the film's central premise "that [NASA] could actually do something in a situation like this" was unrealistic. Robert Roy Pool, a contributing screenwriter, stated that his script, in which an anti-gravity[image: External link] device is used to deflect a comet from a collision course with Earth, was "much more in line with top-secret research."[20] Additionally, near the end of the credits, there is a disclaimer stating, "The National Aeronautics and Space Administration's cooperation and assistance does not reflect an endorsement of the contents of the film or the treatment of the characters depicted therein."[21]

The infeasibility of the H-bomb[image: External link] approach was published by four postgraduate physics students in 2011[22] and then reported by The Daily Telegraph in 2012:


A mathematical analysis of the situation found that for Willis's approach to be effective, he would need to be in possession of an H-bomb a billion times stronger than the Soviet Union[image: External link]'s "Big Ivan[image: External link]", the biggest ever detonated on Earth. Using estimates of the asteroid's size, density, speed and distance from Earth based on information in the film, the postgraduate students from Leicester University[image: External link] found that to split the asteroid in two, with both pieces clearing Earth, would require 800 trillion terajoules[image: External link] of energy. In contrast, the total energy output of "Big Ivan", which was tested by the Soviet Union in 1961, was only 418,000 terajoules.[23][24]



In the commentary track, Ben Affleck says he "asked Michael why it was easier to train oil drillers to become astronauts than it was to train astronauts to become oil drillers, and he told me to shut the fuck up, so that was the end of that talk."[25]
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 Accolades




The film received four Academy Award nominations at the 71st Academy Awards[image: External link], for Best Sound[image: External link] (Kevin O'Connell[image: External link], Greg P. Russell[image: External link] and Keith A. Wester[image: External link]), Best Visual Effects[image: External link], Best Sound Effects Editing[image: External link], and Best Original Song[image: External link] ("I Don't Want to Miss a Thing[image: External link]" performed by Aerosmith[image: External link]).[26] The film received the Saturn Awards[image: External link] for Best Direction[image: External link] and Best Science Fiction Film[image: External link] (where it tied with Dark City[image: External link]). It was also nominated for seven Razzie Awards[image: External link][27] including: Worst Actor (Bruce Willis), Worst Picture, Worst Director, Worst Screenplay, Worst Supporting Actress (Liv Tyler), Worst Screen Couple (Tyler and Ben Affleck) and Worst Original Song. Only one Razzie was awarded: Bruce Willis received the Worst Actor award for Armageddon, in addition to his appearances in Mercury Rising[image: External link] and The Siege[image: External link], both released in the same year as this film.



	Award
	Category
	Winner/Nominee
	Result
	Ref.



	Academy Awards
	Best Sound Editing[image: External link]
	George Watters II[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[28]



	Best Visual Effects[image: External link]
	Richard R. Hoover[image: External link], Patrick McClung[image: External link] and John Frazier[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Original Song[image: External link] ("I Don't Want to Miss a Thing[image: External link]")
	Diane Warren[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Sound Mixing[image: External link]
	Kevin O'Connell[image: External link], Greg P. Russell[image: External link] and Keith A. Wester[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Awards of the Japanese Academy[image: External link]
	Outstanding Foreign Language Film[image: External link]
	Armageddon
	Nominated
	



	ASCAP Film and Television Music Awards[image: External link]
	Most Performed Songs from a Motion Picture
	Diane Warren
	Won
	[29]



	Blockbuster Entertainment Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Actor - Sci-Fi
	Bruce Willis
	Won
	[30]



	Favorite Actress - Sci-Fi
	Liv Tyler
	Nominated



	Favorite Supporting Actor - Sci-Fi
	Ben Affleck
	Won



	Billy Bob Thornton[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Soundtrack
	Trevor Rabin[image: External link] and Harry Gregson-Williams[image: External link]
	Nominated



	BMI Film & TV Awards[image: External link]
	Best Music
	Trevor Rabin[image: External link]
	Won
	



	Cinema Audio Society Awards
	Outstanding Achievement in Sound Mixing for a Feature Film
	Kevin O'Connell, Greg P. Russell and Keith A. Wester
	Nominated
	[31]



	1999 Grammy Awards[image: External link]
	Best Song Written Specifically for a Motion Picture or for Television
	Diane Warren
	Nominated



	19th Golden Raspberry Awards[image: External link]
	Worst Actor[image: External link]
	Bruce Willis
	Won



	Worst Director[image: External link]
	Michael Bay
	Nominated



	Worst Original Song[image: External link] ("I Don't Want to Miss a Thing[image: External link]")
	Diane Warren
	Nominated



	Worst Picture[image: External link]
	Jerry Bruckheimer, Gale Anne Hurd[image: External link], Michael Bay
	Nominated



	Worst Screen Couple[image: External link]
	Ben Affleck and Liv Tyler
	Nominated



	Worst Screenplay[image: External link]
	Jonathan Hensleigh[image: External link] and J. J. Abrams[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Worst Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Liv Tyler
	Nominated



	Golden Reel Awards[image: External link]
	Best Sound Editing
	Kevin O'Connell, Greg P. Russell and Keith A. Wester
	Nominated



	Best Sound Editing - Music
	Bob Badami, Will Kaplan[image: External link], Shannon Erbe, Mark Jan Wlodarkiewicz
	Nominated



	1998 Golden Satellite Awards[image: External link]
	Best Original Song[image: External link]
	Aerosmith[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Visual Effects[image: External link]
	Richard R. Hoover, Pat McClung and John Frazier
	Nominated



	Golden Trailer Awards[image: External link]
	Best Trailer
	
	Nominated



	1999 MTV Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Action Sequence[image: External link]
	Armageddon
	Won



	Best Performance[image: External link] - Male
	Ben Affleck
	Nominated



	Best Performance[image: External link] - Female
	Liv Tyler
	Nominated



	Best Movie[image: External link]
	Armageddon
	Nominated



	Best Movie Song[image: External link]
	Aerosmith
	Won



	Best On-Screen Duo[image: External link]
	Ben Affleck and Liv Tyler
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Bruce Willis
	Nominated



	Best Costumes[image: External link]
	Michael Kaplan[image: External link], Magali Guidasci
	Nominated



	Best Director[image: External link]
	Michael Bay
	Won



	Best Music[image: External link]
	Trevor Rabin[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Science Fiction Film[image: External link]
	Armageddon
	Won (Tied with Dark City)



	Best Special Effects[image: External link]
	Richard R. Hoover, Pat McClung and John Frazier
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actor
	Ben Affleck
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Movie Actor
	Nominated




The film is recognized by American Film Institute[image: External link] in these lists:


	2004: AFI's 100 Years...100 Songs[image: External link]:

	"I Don't Want to Miss a Thing[image: External link]" – Nominated[32]
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 Theme park attraction




Armageddon – Les Effets Speciaux[image: External link] is an attraction based on Armageddon at Walt Disney Studios Park[image: External link] located at Disneyland Paris[image: External link].[33] The attraction simulates the scene in the movie in which the Russian Space Station is destroyed.[34] Michael Clarke Duncan ("Bear" in the film) is featured in the pre-show.[34]
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 See also





	Asteroid deflection strategies[image: External link]

	List of disaster films[image: External link]

	List of films featuring space stations[image: External link]
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Forces of Nature






For other uses, see Force of Nature (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Forces of Nature is a 1999 American romantic comedy film[image: External link] directed by Bronwen Hughes[image: External link] and starring Ben Affleck and Sandra Bullock.



TOP
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 Plot




Ben Holmes (Affleck) is a "blurb" writer responsible for writing the short introductions on the sleeves of hardcover books. On his way from his home in New York City[image: External link] to Savannah, Georgia[image: External link] for his wedding to Bridget (Maura Tierney[image: External link]), he's already anxious[image: External link] about flying. His nerves are worsened when he's seated next to Sarah (Bullock), a free-spirited drifter[image: External link] who begins to talk to Ben immediately. On takeoff, a bird flies into one of the engines, causing a flameout[image: External link]. Now completely afraid to fly, Ben reluctantly agrees to travel with Sarah, who also needs to get to Savannah within a few days.

During the course of their trip, luck seems to want to prevent them from getting to their destination — from being on the wrong car of a train to getting caught in various thunderstorms. However, Ben is impressed by Sarah's fun-loving personality, and starts to form a close bond with her. As they get nearer to their destination, Ben starts to wonder if he's making the right choice in getting married to Bridget, or if he should just let fate pair him with Sarah, who reveals that she is separated from her son who lives in Savannah. Upon arrival, Ben and Bridget still agree to get married since they realize even after everything that has happened, they truly love each other. Sarah witnesses the reconciliation and sneaks away to go find her son and move on with her life.
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 Cast





	
Ben Affleck as Ben Holmes

	
Sandra Bullock as Sarah Lewis

	
Maura Tierney[image: External link] as Bridget Cahill

	
Steve Zahn[image: External link] as Alan

	
Blythe Danner[image: External link] as Virginia Cahill

	
Ronny Cox[image: External link] as Hadley Cahill

	
Michael Fairman[image: External link] as Richard Holmes

	
Richard Schiff[image: External link] as Joe

	
Afemo Omilami[image: External link] as Cab Driver

	
David Strickland[image: External link] as Steve Montgomery

	
Jack Kehler[image: External link] as Vic DeFranco

	
Janet Carroll[image: External link] as Barbara Holmes

	
Meredith Scott Lynn[image: External link] as Debbie

	
George D. Wallace[image: External link] as Max

	
Steve Hytner[image: External link] as Jack Bailey

	
Joe Pantoliano[image: External link] as Cab Driver

	
John Doe[image: External link] as Carl Lewis

	
Anne Haney[image: External link] as Emma

	
Bert Remsen[image: External link] as Ned

	
Bill Erwin[image: External link] as Murray
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 Reception




Forces of Nature received mixed reviews from critics, as the movie currently holds a 46% rating on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] based on 65 reviews.
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Pearl Harbor (film)






For other uses, see Pearl Harbor (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Pearl Harbor is a 2001 American romantic[image: External link] period[image: External link] war film[image: External link] directed by Michael Bay, produced by Bay and Jerry Bruckheimer and written by Randall Wallace[image: External link]. It stars Ben Affleck, Kate Beckinsale, Josh Hartnett[image: External link], Cuba Gooding Jr.[image: External link], Tom Sizemore[image: External link], Jon Voight[image: External link], Colm Feore[image: External link] and Alec Baldwin. The film is loosely based on the Japanese[image: External link] attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link] in December 1941, and the Doolittle Raid[image: External link].

Despite receiving generally negative reviews from critics, the film was a major box office success, earning $59 million in its opening weekend and, in the end, nearly $450 million worldwide.[2] It was nominated for four Academy Awards, winning in the category of Best Sound Editing[image: External link]. However, it was also nominated for six Golden Raspberry Awards[image: External link], including Worst Picture[image: External link]. This marked the first occurrence of a Worst-Picture-nominated film winning an Academy Award.





TOP
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 Plot




In 1923 Tennessee[image: External link], two young boys, Rafe McCawley (Jesse James[image: External link]) and Danny Walker (Reiley McClendon[image: External link]), play together in the back of an old biplane[image: External link], pretending to be soldiers fighting the Germans in World War I[image: External link]. After Rafe's father lands his biplane and leaves, Rafe and Danny climb into the plane and Rafe accidentally starts it, giving the boys their first experience at flight. Rafe manages to stop the plane at the end of the runway, but Danny's father beats Rafe and Danny for climbing into the plane. Rafe stands up to Danny's father calling him a "dirty German." However, Danny's father then reveals that he fought the Germans in World War I, and that he prays no one will ever have to experience what he experienced.

Eighteen years later, in January 1941, Danny (Josh Hartnett[image: External link]) and Rafe (Ben Affleck) are both first lieutenants under the command of Major Jimmy Doolittle[image: External link] (Alec Baldwin). Doolittle informs Rafe that he has been accepted into the Eagle Squadron[image: External link] (a RAF[image: External link] outfit for American pilots during the Battle of Britain[image: External link]). A nurse named Evelyn (Kate Beckinsale) meets Rafe and passes his medical exam despite his dyslexia[image: External link]. That night, Rafe and Evelyn enjoy an evening of dancing at a nightclub and later a jaunt in New York harbor in a borrowed police boat. Rafe shocks Evelyn by saying that he has joined the Eagle Squadron and is leaving the next day.

Danny, Evelyn and their fellow pilots and nurses are transferred to Pearl Harbor[image: External link]. Meanwhile, Rafe flies in numerous dogfights with the RAF against the Luftwaffe[image: External link], becoming a flying ace[image: External link], but is shot down over the English Channel and presumed to be killed in action. Danny gives Evelyn the news and she is devastated. Three months later, Evelyn and Danny begin to develop feelings for each other. Danny takes Evelyn on a sunset flight over the harbor and the two begin a relationship.

On the night of December 6, Evelyn is shocked to discover Rafe standing outside her door, having survived his aircraft crash. He goes to the Hula bar where he is welcomed back by his overjoyed fellow pilots. Danny finds Rafe in the bar with the intention of making things right, but the two get into a fight. They drive away, avoiding being put in the brig when the authorities arrive at the bar. The two later fall asleep in Danny's car.

Early the next morning, on December 7, 1941, the Japanese navy begins its attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link]. The USS  Arizona[image: External link] is obliterated when an armor-piercing bomb detonates the ship's forward ammunition magazine, literally lifting the bow out of the water. The USS Oklahoma[image: External link] capsizes after several torpedoes strike her, trapping hundreds of men inside. On the USS West Virginia[image: External link] suffers severe damage. One bomb mortally wounds Captain Mervyn S. Bennion[image: External link] (Peter Firth[image: External link]). Cook Dorie Miller[image: External link] (Cuba Gooding Jr.[image: External link]), with no training with firearms, mans a .50 caliber machine gun[image: External link] and shoots down a Japanese plane. The USS  Nevada[image: External link] makes a run for the sea, becoming a primary target during the second wave. Danny and Rafe drive away in search of a still standing airfield, while Evelyn and the other nurses rush for the hospital. The nurses struggle to give emergency treatment to hundreds of injured. Rafe and Danny manage to get in the air in two P-40s[image: External link]. After causing four planes to crash into each other and another getting shot down by ground fire, the two shoot down seven Japanese Zeros. After landing, the two donate blood, rescue the men out of the capsized USS Oklahoma, and try to rescue the men out of the sinking remains of USS Arizona, but are too late.

The next day, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt (Jon Voight[image: External link]) delivers his Day of Infamy Speech[image: External link] to the nation and asks the US Congress to declare a state of war with the Empire of Japan[image: External link]. The survivors attend a memorial service to honor the numerous dead, including fellow nurses and pilots. Later, Danny and Rafe are assigned to travel stateside under newly promoted Lt. Colonel Doolittle for a secret mission. Before they leave, Evelyn reveals to Rafe that she is pregnant with Danny's child and that she will remain with Danny.

Upon their arrival in California, Danny and Rafe are both promoted to Captain and awarded the Silver Star[image: External link]. Doolittle asks them to volunteer for a top secret mission, which they both accept. During the next three months, Rafe, Danny and other pilots train with specially modified B-25 Mitchell[image: External link] bombers. In April, the raiders are sent towards Japan on board USS  Hornet[image: External link], and are informed that their mission will involve bombing Tokyo[image: External link] and then landing in China. However, the Japanese discover them early, forcing the raiders to launch from a longer distance than planned. After a successful bombing run against Tokyo, the raiders crash-land on Japanese-occupied territory in China in a rice paddy. The Japanese Army pin down Rafe's plane, but Danny's crew flies over and shoots the Japanese patrol before crashing. Danny is shot during the attack by Japanese patrols while the other pilots, Red (Ewen Bremner[image: External link]) and Gooz (Michael Shannon[image: External link]), kill the remaining Japanese patrolmen. Rafe tells Danny that Evelyn is pregnant and he must live to be his father. Danny then tells Rafe that he will have to be the father and dies. Back in California, a pregnant Evelyn sees Rafe getting off the aircraft, carrying Danny's coffin. Afterward, Evelyn and Miller are awarded medals and Rafe is awarded his medal by President Roosevelt. Rafe and Evelyn, now married, visit Danny's grave with Danny and Evelyn's infant son, also named Danny. Rafe then asks his son if he would like to go flying, and they fly off into the sunset in the old biplane that his father once had.
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 Cast






	
Ben Affleck as First Lieutenant (later Captain) Rafe McCawley

	
Jesse James[image: External link] as young Rafe McCawley





	
Josh Hartnett[image: External link] as First Lieutenant (later Captain) Daniel "Danny" Walker

	
Reiley McClendon[image: External link] as young Danny Walker





	
Kate Beckinsale as Lieutenant Evelyn Johnson McCawley

	
Cuba Gooding Jr.[image: External link] as Petty Officer Second Class[image: External link] Dorie Miller[image: External link]


	
Tom Sizemore[image: External link] as Earl

	
Jon Voight[image: External link] as President[image: External link] Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link]


	
Colm Feore[image: External link] as Admiral[image: External link] Husband E. Kimmel[image: External link]


	
Mako[image: External link] as Kaigun Taishō[image: External link] (Admiral) Isoroku Yamamoto[image: External link]


	
Alec Baldwin as Major[image: External link] (later Lieutenant Colonel[image: External link]) Jimmy Doolittle[image: External link]
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 Supporting characters






	
William Lee Scott[image: External link] as First Lieutenant[image: External link] Billy Thompson

	Greg Zola as First Lieutenant Anthony Fusco

	
Ewen Bremner[image: External link] as First Lieutenant Red Winkle

	
Jaime King[image: External link] as Nurse Betty Bayer

	
Catherine Kellner[image: External link] as Nurse Barbara

	
Jennifer Garner as Nurse Sandra

	
Michael Shannon[image: External link] as First Lieutenant Gooz Wood

	
Matt Davis[image: External link] as Joe

	
Cary-Hiroyuki Tagawa[image: External link] as Kaigun Chūsa[image: External link] (Commander) Minoru Genda[image: External link]


	
Dan Aykroyd[image: External link] as Captain Thurman

	
Scott Wilson[image: External link] as General[image: External link] George Marshall[image: External link]


	
Graham Beckel[image: External link] as Admiral[image: External link] Chester W. Nimitz[image: External link]


	
Tom Everett[image: External link] as Secretary of the Navy[image: External link] Frank Knox[image: External link]


	
Tomas Arana[image: External link] as Rear-Admiral[image: External link] Frank J. 'Jack' Fletcher[image: External link]


	
Peter Firth[image: External link] as Captain[image: External link] Mervyn S. Bennion[image: External link]


	
Glenn Morshower[image: External link] as Vice Admiral[image: External link] William F. 'Bull' Halsey Jr.[image: External link]


	Madison Mason as Admiral[image: External link] Raymond A. Spruance[image: External link]


	
Sara Rue[image: External link] as Nurse Martha

	
Kim Coates[image: External link] as Lieutenant Jack Richards

	
Michael Shamus Wiles[image: External link] as Captain[image: External link] Marc Andrew "Pete" Mitscher[image: External link]


	
William Fichtner[image: External link] as Mr. Walker (Danny's father)

	Steve Rankin as Mr. McCawley (Rafe's Father)

	
Andrew Bryniarski[image: External link] as Joe the Boxer

	
Leland Orser[image: External link] as Major Jackson

	
Michael Milhoan[image: External link] as Army Commander

	
Eric Christian Olsen[image: External link] as gunner to Captain McCawley

	
David Kaufman[image: External link] as young nervous doctor

	Brandon Lozano as Baby Danny McCawley (Danny and Evelyn's son)
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 Production




The proposed budget of $208 million that Bay and Bruckheimer wanted was an area of contention with Disney[image: External link] executives, since a great deal of the budget was to be expended on production aspects. Also controversial was the effort to change the film's rating from R to PG-13. Bay wanted to graphically portray the horrors of war and was not interested in primarily marketing the final product to a teen and young adult audience. Budget fights continued throughout the planning of the film, with Bay "walking" on several occasions.

In order to recreate the atmosphere of pre-war Pearl Harbor, the producers staged the film in Hawaii and used current naval facilities. Many active duty military members stationed in Hawaii and members of the local population served as extras during the filming. The set at Rosarito Beach[image: External link] in the Mexican state[image: External link] of Baja California[image: External link] was used for scale model work as required. Formerly the set of Titanic (1997), Rosarito was the ideal location to recreate the death throes of the battleships in the Pearl Harbor attack. A large-scale model of the bow section of USS  Oklahoma[image: External link] mounted on a gimbal[image: External link] produced an authentic rolling and submerging of the doomed battleship. Production Engineer Nigel Phelps stated that the sequence of the ship rolling out of the water and slapping down would involve one of the "biggest set elements" to be staged. Matched with computer generated imagery, the action had to reflect precision and accuracy throughout.[4] In addition, to simulate the ocean, the film crew used a massive stadium-like "bowl" filled with water. The bowl was built in Honolulu, Hawaii and cost nearly $8 million. Today the bowl is used for scuba training and deep water fishing tournaments.

The vessel most seen in the movie was USS Lexington, representing both USS Hornet and a Japanese carrier. All aircraft take-offs during the movie were filmed on board the Lexington. Other ships used in filler scenes included USS  Hornet[image: External link],[5] and USS  Constellation[image: External link] during filming for the carrier sequences. Filming was also done on board the museum battleship USS  Texas[image: External link] located near Houston, Texas.

Aircraft take offs on both American and Japanese aircraft carriers shared the same design because those scenes were filmed on the Essex-class carrier[image: External link] USS  Lexington[image: External link], which is currently a museum ship[image: External link] in Corpus Christi, Texas[image: External link]. The aircraft on display were removed for filming and were replaced with film aircraft as well as World War II anti-aircraft turrets.
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 Release
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 Marketing




The first trailer[image: External link] was released in 2000 and was shown alongside screenings of Cast Away[image: External link], with another trailer released in Spring 2001, shown before Pokémon 3: The Movie[image: External link].
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 Box office




Pearl Harbor grossed $198,542,554 at the domestic box office and $250,678,391 overseas for a worldwide total of $449,220,945, ahead of Shrek[image: External link]. The film was ranked the sixth highest-earning picture of 2001[image: External link].[2] It is also the third highest-grossing romantic drama film of all time, as of January 2013, behind Titanic and Ghost[image: External link].[6]
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 Critical response




The film received generally negative reviews from critics. It has a 25% approval rating according to review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] (based on 190 reviews with an average rating of 4.5/10), making it Bay's fourth worst reviewed movie to date, next to Transformers: Age of Extinction[image: External link], Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen[image: External link], and Bad Boys II[image: External link].[7] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film has a score of 44 out of 100 based on 35 reviews, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[8] While it earned praise for its technical achievements and the performances of Josh Hartnett, Mako, and Dan Aykroyd, the screenplay and acting were popular targets for criticism.

Roger Ebert[image: External link] of the Chicago Sun-Times gave the film one and a half stars, writing: "Pearl Harbor is a two-hour movie squeezed into three hours, about how on Dec. 7, 1941, the Japanese staged a surprise attack on an American love triangle. Its centerpiece is 40 minutes of redundant special effects, surrounded by a love story of stunning banality. The film has been directed without grace, vision, or originality, and although you may walk out quoting lines of dialogue, it will not be because you admire them", and criticized its liberties with historical facts: "There is no sense of history, strategy or context; according to this movie, Japan attacked Pearl Harbor because America cut off its oil supply, and they were down to an 18-month reserve. Would going to war restore the fuel sources? Did they perhaps also have imperialist designs? Movie doesn't say".[9]

A. O. Scott[image: External link] of the New York Times[image: External link] wrote, "Nearly every line of the script drops from the actors' mouths with the leaden clank of exposition, timed with bad sitcom beats".[10] USA Today gave the film two out of four stars and wrote, "Ships, planes and water combust and collide in Pearl Harbor, but nothing else does in one of the wimpiest wartime romances ever filmed."[11]

In his review for The Washington Post, Desson Howe wrote, "although this Walt Disney movie[image: External link] is based, inspired and even partially informed by a real event referred to as Pearl Harbor, the movie is actually based on the movies Top Gun[image: External link], Titanic and Saving Private Ryan. Don't get confused."[12] Peter Travers of Rolling Stone magazine wrote, "Affleck, Hartnett and Beckinsale – a British actress without a single worthy line to wrap her credible American accent around – are attractive actors, but they can't animate this moldy romantic triangle".[13] Time magazine's Richard Schickel[image: External link] criticized the love triangle: "It requires a lot of patience for an audience to sit through the dithering. They're nice kids and all that, but they don't exactly claw madly at one another. It's as if they know that someday they're going to be part of "the Greatest Generation" and don't want to offend Tom Brokaw[image: External link]. Besides, megahistory and personal history never integrate here".[14]

Entertainment Weekly was more positive, giving the film a "B−" rating, and Owen Gleiberman praised the Pearl Harbor attack sequence: "Bay's staging is spectacular but also honorable in its scary, hurtling exactitude. ... There are startling point-of-view shots of torpedoes dropping into the water and speeding toward their targets, and though Bay visualizes it all with a minimum of graphic carnage, he invites us to register the terror of the men standing helplessly on deck, the horrifying split-second deliverance as bodies go flying and explosions reduce entire battleships to liquid walls of collapsing metal".[15]

In his review for The New York Observer[image: External link], Andrew Sarris[image: External link] wrote, "here is the ironic twist in my acceptance of Pearl Harbor – the parts I liked most are the parts before and after the digital destruction of Pearl Harbor by the Japanese carrier planes" and felt that "Pearl Harbor is not so much about World War II[image: External link] as it is about movies about World War II. And what's wrong with that?"[16]
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 Historical accuracy




Like many historical dramas[image: External link], Pearl Harbor provoked debate about the artistic license taken by its producers and director. National Geographic Channel[image: External link] produced a documentary[image: External link] called Beyond the Movie: Pearl Harbor[18] detailing some of the ways that "the film's final cut didn't reflect all the attacks' facts, or represent them all accurately".[19]

Many Pearl Harbor survivors dismissed the film as grossly inaccurate and pure Hollywood. In an interview done by Frank Wetta, producer Jerry Bruckheimer was quoted saying: "We tried to be accurate, but it's certainly not meant to be a history lesson".[20] Historian Lawrence Suid's review is particularly detailed as to the major factual misrepresentations of the film and the negative impact they have even on an entertainment film.[21] Some other historical inaccuracies found in the film include the early childhood scenes depicting a Stearman biplane[image: External link] crop duster in 1923; the aircraft was not accurate for the period, as the first commercial crop-dusting company did not begin operation until 1924,[22] and the U.S. Department of Agriculture did not purchase its first cotton-dusting aircraft until April 16, 1926.[23][Note 1]

The inclusion of Affleck's character in the Eagle Squadron is another jarring aspect of the film, since active-duty U.S. airmen were prohibited from joining the squadron, though some American civilians did join the RAF.[24][Note 2] Yet another flaw: Ben Affleck's Spitfire has insignia "RF" – this is an insignia of No. 303 Polish Fighter Squadron[image: External link]. Countless other technical lapses rankled film critics, such as Bay's decision to paint the Japanese Zero fighters green (most of the aircraft in the attack being painted light gray/white), even though he knew that was historically inaccurate, because he liked the way the aircraft looked and because it would help audiences differentiate the "good guys from the bad guys".[25]

One of the film's scenes show Japanese aircraft targeting medical staff and the base's hospital. Although it was damaged in the attack, the Japanese did not deliberately target the U.S. naval hospital and only a single member of its medical staff was killed as he crossed the navy yard to report for duty.[26]

Critics decried the use of fictional replacements for real people, declaring that Pearl Harbor was an "abuse of artistic license[image: External link]".[27] The roles the two male leads have in the attack sequence are analogous to the real historical deeds of U.S. Army Air Forces[image: External link] Second Lieutenants[image: External link] George Welch[image: External link] and Kenneth M. Taylor[image: External link], who took to the skies in P-40 Warhawk[image: External link] aircraft during the Japanese attack and, together, claimed six Japanese aircraft and a few probables. Taylor, who died in November 2006, called the film adaptation "a piece of trash... over-sensationalized and distorted".[28]

The harshest criticism was aimed at instances in the film where actual historical events were altered for dramatic purposes. For example, Admiral Kimmel did not receive the report that an enemy midget submarine was being attacked until after the bombs began falling, and did not receive the first official notification of the attack until several hours after the attack ended.[29][Note 3]

The scene following the attack on Pearl Harbor, where President Roosevelt demands an immediate retaliatory strike on the soil of Japan, did not happen as portrayed in the film. Admiral Chester Nimitz[image: External link] and General George Marshall are seen denying the possibility of an aerial attack on Japan, but in real life they actually advocated such a strike. Another inconsistency in this scene is when President Roosevelt (who was at this time in his life, stricken and bound to a wheelchair due to Polio[image: External link]) is able to stand up to challenge his staff's distrust in a strike on Japan. This too, never happened in real life.[31] In the film Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto says “I fear all we have done is to awaken a sleeping giant”, a quote which was copied from the 1970 film Tora! Tora! Tora![image: External link].[32]

The portrayal of the planning of the Doolittle Raid[image: External link], the air raid itself, and the raid's aftermath, is considered one of the most historically inaccurate portions of the film. In the film, Jimmy Doolittle[image: External link] and the rest of the Doolittle raiders had to launch from USS Hornet 624 miles off the Japanese coast and after being spotted by a few Japanese patrol boats. In actuality, the Doolittle raiders had to launch 650 miles off the Japanese coast and after being spotted by only one Japanese patrol boat. The aircraft were launched from USS  Constellation[image: External link], standing in for USS  Hornet[image: External link] from which the Doolittle Raid was launched. In the film, all of the raiders are depicted as dropping their bombs on Tokyo, with some of the bomb blasts obliterating entire buildings. In actuality, the Doolittle raiders did bomb Tokyo but also targeted three other industrial cities, and the damage inflicted was minimal.[33][34] The film shows the Doolittle raider personnel in China overcoming the Japanese soldiers in a short gun battle with help from a strafing B-25, which never happened in real life.[35] Yet there was no acknowledgement was given in the film to the fact that approximately 250,000 Chinese civilians were massacred by the Japanese Army[image: External link] in eastern China in retaliation for Chinese assistance of the attacking American aviators in participation of the Doolittle Raid.[Note 4]

Actor Kim Coates[image: External link] criticized the film[37] for choosing not to portray historically accurate smoking habits and men's hairstyles.[Note 5]

An establishing shot of the United States Department of War[image: External link] building is clearly a shot of the exterior of the U.S. Capitol Building[image: External link]. In 1941, the War Department was housed in the War Department Building in Washington's Foggy Bottom[image: External link] neighborhood (renamed the Harry S Truman Building[image: External link] in 2000) and in the Munitions Building[image: External link] on the National Mall[image: External link]. Neither structure bears any architectural resemblance to the edifice shown in the film.
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 Anachronisms




Numerous other inconsistencies and anachronisms are present in the film. A sailor has a pack of Marlboro Light[image: External link] cigarettes in his pocket, not introduced until 1972. In the beginning of the movie, a newsreel of 1940 is presented with combat footage in Europe, showing a M-26 Pershing[image: External link] tank fighting in the city of Cologne[image: External link], which did not happen until March 1945.[39]

The crop duster in the first scene set in 1923 was not commercially available until the late 1930s.[40]

Three Spruance[image: External link] destroyers tied abreast of each other at their pier are seen being bombed by the Japanese planes, although this class of ship only entered service with the US Navy in the 1970s. The retired Iowa-class battleship USS Missouri was used to represent USS West Virginia for Dorie Miller's boxing match. The West Virginia did not have the modernized World War II-era bridge and masts found on newer U.S. battleships until her reconstruction was finished in 1943, while the Iowa-class did not enter service until 1943 onwards.[41] In one shot, the USS Arizona memorial is briefly visible in the background during a scene taking place several months before the attack.

One of Doolittle's trophies in a display case depicts a model of an F-86 Sabre[image: External link], which was not even on the drawing board in the 1940s. Late production models of the B-25J[image: External link] were used instead of the early B-25B. Several shots of the USS  Hornet[image: External link] aircraft carrier depicted it as having an angled flight deck, a technology that was not implemented until after the war. While Hornet was portrayed by a World War II era vessel (USS  Lexington[image: External link]), Hornet was a Yorktown-class carrier[image: External link], whereas Lexington was a modernized Essex-class carrier[image: External link].[42] The takeoff sequences for the Doolittle Raid[image: External link] were filmed on USS  Constellation[image: External link], a Kitty Hawk -class[image: External link] aircraft carrier which did not enter service until 1961. As a supercarrier, the Constellation has a much longer flight deck than the Yorktown or Essex class carriers, giving the B-25s a substantially longer (and safer) takeoff run.[43] The Japanese carriers are portrayed more correctly by comparison—a few of them did have their bridge/conning tower superstructure on the port side rather than the more common starboard configuration.
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 Honors and awards






	Award
	Category
	Subject
	Result



	Academy Award
	Best Sound Editing[image: External link]
	George Watters II[image: External link] and Christopher Boyes[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Sound[image: External link]
	Greg P. Russell[image: External link], Peter J. Devlin[image: External link], and Kevin O'Connell[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Visual Effects[image: External link]
	Eric Brevig[image: External link], John Frazier[image: External link], Ben Snow[image: External link], and Ed Hirsh[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Original Song[image: External link][44]
	Diane Warren[image: External link] ("There You'll Be[image: External link]")
	Nominated



	Golden Globe Award
	Best Original Song[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Original Score[image: External link]
	Hans Zimmer[image: External link]
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Award[image: External link]
	Best Action Sequence[image: External link]
	Attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link]
	Won



	Golden Raspberry Award[image: External link]
	Worst Actor[image: External link]
	Ben Affleck
	Nominated



	Worst Screen Couple[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Josh Hartnett[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Kate Beckinsale
	Nominated



	Worst Screenplay[image: External link]
	Randall Wallace[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Worst Picture[image: External link]
	Jerry Bruckheimer
	Nominated



	Michael Bay
	Nominated



	Worst Director[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Worst Remake or Sequel[image: External link]
	Nominated



	World Stunt Taurus Award[45]
	Best Aerial Work
	Nominated
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 In popular culture




The soundtrack for the 2004 film Team America: World Police[image: External link] contains a song entitled "End of an Act". The song's chorus recounts, "Pearl Harbor sucked, and I miss you" equating the singer's longing to how much "Michael Bay missed the mark when he made Pearl Harbor" which is "an awful lot, girl". The ballad contains other common criticisms of the film, concluding with the rhetorical question[image: External link] "Why does Michael Bay get to keep on making movies?"[46]
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 Home media




A Commemorative 60th Anniversary Edition was released on December 4, 2001. The feature was spread across two videotapes in letterbox format, and tape two also included Unsung Heroes of Pearl Harbor, a 50-minute documentary on little-known heroes of the attack, and a Faith Hill[image: External link] music video.

Around the same time, a two-disc DVD of the Commemorative 60th Anniversary Edition was released. This release included the first two hours of the feature on disc one, and on disc two, the last hour of the feature, Journey to the Screen, a 47-minute documentary on the monumental production of the film, Unsung Heroes of Pearl Harbor, the Faith Hill music video and theatrical trailers.

A Pearl Harbor DVD gift set that includes the Commemorative Edition two-disc set, National Geographic[image: External link]′s "Beyond the Movie" feature and a dual-sided map was released concurrently on December 4, 2001.

A deluxe Vista Series edition of the film was released on July 2, 2002. It contained an R-rated director's cut of the film, with numerous commentaries from the cast and crew alongside a few "easter eggs". The director's cut included the reinsertion of graphic carnage during the central attack; small alterations and additions to existing scenes; Doolittle addressing the pilots before the raid; and the replacement of the campfire scene with a scene of Doolittle speaking personally to Rafe and Danny about the value of friendship. It runs at 184 minutes compared to the 183 minutes of the theatrical cut.

This elaborate package, which DVDtalk.com called "the most extensive set released comprising of [ sic[image: External link]] only one film", includes four discs of film and bonus features, a replication of Roosevelt[image: External link]'s speech, collectible promotional postcards and a carrying case that resembles a historic photo album. The bonus features include all the features included in the commemorative edition, plus additional footage. There are three audio commentaries: 1) Director and film historian, 2) Cast and 3) Crew. Other features include: "The Surprise Attack", a multi-angle breakdown of the film's most exciting sequence (30 minutes), which includes multiple video tracks (such as previsualization and final edit) and commentaries from veterans. Also included is the "Pearl Harbor Historic Timeline", a set-top interactive feature produced by documentarian Charles Kiselyak (68 minutes). The "Soldier's Boot Camp" follows the actors as they take preparation for their roles to an extreme (30 minutes)), "One Hour Over Tokyo" and "The Unsung Heroes of Pearl Harbor", two History Channel documentaries along with "Super-8 Montage", a collection of unseen Super-8 footage shot for potential use in the movie by Michael Bay's assistant, Mark Palansky; "Deconstructing Destruction", an in-depth conversation with Michael Bay and Eric Brevig (of Industrial Light and Magic) about the special effects in the movie and "Nurse Ruth Erickson interview" complete the extra features component.

On December 19, 2006, a 65th Anniversary Commemorative Edition high-definition Blu-ray Disc[image: External link] was released.
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 Soundtrack




The soundtrack[image: External link] to Pearl Harbor on Hollywood Records[image: External link] was nominated for the Golden Globe Award for Best Original Score[image: External link] (lost to the score of Moulin Rouge![image: External link]). The original score[image: External link] was composed by Hans Zimmer[image: External link]. The song "There You'll Be" was nominated for the Academy Award[image: External link] and Golden Globe Award for Best Original Song[image: External link].


	"There You'll Be[image: External link]" – song performed by Faith Hill[image: External link]


	Tennessee – 3:40

	Brothers – 4:04

	...And Then I Kissed Him – 5:37

	I Will Come Back – 2:54

	Attack – 8:56

	December 7 – 5:08

	War – 5:15

	Heart of a Volunteer – 7:05




	Total Album Time

	46:21
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 See also





	
Sangam[image: External link], an earlier 1964 Indian film[image: External link] with a strikingly similar storyline, but with only one friend being a pilot in Sangam, whereas both are pilots in Pearl Harbor.[47][48]
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^ The "mischievous" Stearman flight is also unlikely, not only because Stearman did not produce his first aircraft until 1926. Less believably, the aircraft's engine starts, not by having someone swing the propeller, but at the flick of a switch, which would have required the engine being fitted with an electric switch, a very unlikely occurrence.


	
^ The later series cannon armed Spitfires used in the film were also inaccurate, as the RAF had chiefly machine gun-armed Spitfire Mk I/IIs during the Battle of Britain. Limited number of early cannon-armed Spitfires Mk.IB served for brief time with No. 19 Squadron RAF[image: External link], but these proved to be too unreliable and were soon withdrawn from active service. They also differed slightly from later cannon-armed Spitfire versions, which possessed both autocannons and machine guns, as their armament consisted of single 20 mm British Hispano cannon[image: External link] in each wing only.


	
^ President[image: External link] Roosevelt[image: External link] did not receive the news of the Pearl Harbor attack from an aide or advisor who ran into the room. Rather, he was having lunch with Harry Hopkins[image: External link], a trusted friend, when he received a phone call from Secretary of the Navy[image: External link] Frank Knox[image: External link].[30]


	
^ No acknowledgement was given in the film to the fact that approximately 250,000 Chinese civilians were massacred by the Japanese Army[image: External link] in eastern China in retaliation for Chinese assistance of the attacking American aviators in participation of the Doolittle Raid[image: External link].[36]
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	United States Navy in World War II films[image: External link]
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Changing Lanes






Changing Lanes is a 2002 American drama[image: External link]-thriller film[image: External link] directed by Roger Michell, and stars Ben Affleck and Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link]. The film follows a successful, young Wall Street[image: External link] lawyer (Affleck) who accidentally crashes his car into a vehicle driven by a middle-aged, recovering alcoholic insurance salesman (Jackson). After the lawyer leaves the scene of the accident, the two men try to get back at each other, engaging in a variety of immoral and illegal actions that end up having a major impact on each man's life. The film was released on April 12, 2002 in North America by Paramount Pictures[image: External link]. The film was favourably reviewed by critics and it was a box office success, earning almost $95 million against a $45 million budget.

Writers Chap Taylor and Michael Tolkin[image: External link] were nominated for the WAFCA Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link] for their work.[2]
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 Plot




In New York City[image: External link], a middle-aged African-American insurance salesman named Doyle Gipson is a recovering alcoholic who is attending Alcoholics Anonymous[image: External link] meetings to stay sober. On the same morning that Gipson drives to a hearing to try to regain custody of his children, a successful, white, young Wall Street[image: External link] attorney[image: External link], Gavin Banek, is distracted while driving and collides his new Mercedes CLK320[image: External link] with Gipson's older Toyota Corolla[image: External link]. Banek was in a rush to get to court to file a power of appointment[image: External link] document, which will prove a dead man signed his foundation over to Banek's law firm. Gipson was also in a rush to get to a hearing to argue for joint custody of his sons with his estranged wife. Banek tries to brush Gipson off with a blank check[image: External link], rather than exchanging insurance information, thereby disobeying the law. Gipson refuses to accept the check and voices his desire to "do this right", but Banek, whose car is still drivable, insists upon leaving immediately. He leaves Gipson stranded, telling him, "better luck next time". After arriving to the court late, Gipson learns that the judge ruled against him in his absence, giving sole custody of the boys to Gipson's wife and allowing her to proceed with a plan to move to Oregon, never knowing that Gipson was about to buy a house locally and give it to his wife and children as part of his effort to make joint custody workable for everyone.

When Banek gets to court, he realizes that he dropped the crucial power of appointment file at the scene of the accident, and the judge gives him until the end of the day to retrieve it. Gipson, who scooped up the file, is torn, and initially refuses to return the file. Banek, who is desperate to get his papers back, goes to a "fixer", a shady computer hacker[image: External link], and gets him to switch off Gipson's credit, which destroy's Gipson's chance for a home loan to keep his family together. Gipson is distraught when he finds out his credit has been ruined and he comes close to drinking again. Determined to get back at Banek, Gipson loosens the bolts on one of Banek's tires, and Banek suffers some minor injuries after his car crashes on the highway. Enraged, Banek goes to the elementary school of Gipson's children and tells school officials that Gipson plans to kidnap the boys, so Gipson is arrested and jailed. His enraged wife declares her intention to move forward with taking their sons to Oregon and says that Gipson will never see them again.

Both men, shaken by the consequences of their actions, start to reconsider their desire for vengeance and try to find a way out. Although it appears unlikely that either man will achieve what he had hoped, both resolve to let go and do what is right, and the two men apologize to each other. Gipson returns the file containing the power of attorney, which Banek has since learned was obtained illegally, and he uses it to blackmail his boss to conduct business honestly and get approval to represent Gipson pro bono to resolve his legal troubles. Banek also visits Gipson's wife to explain everything. The film ends with Gipson's wife and children smiling at him from across the street.
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 Cast





	
Ben Affleck as Gavin Banek

	
Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link] as Doyle Gipson

	Kim Staunton as Valerie Gipson

	
Toni Collette[image: External link] as Michelle

	
Sydney Pollack[image: External link] as Stephen Delano

	
Richard Jenkins[image: External link] as Walter Arnell

	
William Hurt[image: External link] as Doyle's Sponsor

	
Amanda Peet[image: External link] as Cynthia Delano Banek

	
Matt Malloy[image: External link] as Ron Cabot

	
Tina Sloan[image: External link] as Mrs. Delano

	
Ileen Getz[image: External link] as Ellen

	
Bruce Altman[image: External link] as Terry Kaufman

	
Dylan Baker[image: External link] as Finch

	Akil Walker as Stephen Gibson
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 Box office




The film was a box office[image: External link] success, with a budget of $45,000,000, it grossed $66,818,548 in the United States and $28,117,216 internationally, for a total gross of $94,935,764.[1]
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 Critical response




The film received favorable reviews from critics. Review aggregation website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gives the film a score of 77% based on reviews from 151 critics, with an average score of 7/10.[3] Metacritic[image: External link] gave it an average score of 69/100 from the 36 reviews it collected.[4]

Roger Ebert[image: External link] of Chicago Sun-Times praised the film, calling it one of the year's best.[5]
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Daredevil (film)






Daredevil is a 2003 American superhero film[image: External link] written and directed by Mark Steven Johnson[image: External link]. Based on the Marvel Comics[image: External link] character of the same name, the film stars Ben Affleck as Matt Murdock, a blind lawyer who fights for justice in the courtroom and out of the courtroom as the masked vigilante[image: External link] Daredevil. Jennifer Garner plays his love interest[image: External link] Elektra Natchios[image: External link]; Colin Farrell[image: External link] plays the merciless assassin Bullseye[image: External link]; David Keith[image: External link] plays Jack "The Devil" Murdock, a washed up fighter and Matt's father; and Michael Clarke Duncan plays Wilson Fisk[image: External link], also known as the crime lord Kingpin.

The film began development in 1997 at 20th Century Fox and Columbia Pictures[image: External link], before New Regency[image: External link] acquired the rights in 2000. Johnson shot the film primarily in Downtown Los Angeles[image: External link] despite the Hell's Kitchen, Manhattan[image: External link] setting of the film and comics. Rhythm and Hues Studios[image: External link] were hired to handle the film's CGI[image: External link]. Graeme Revell[image: External link] composed the Daredevil score which was released on CD[image: External link] in March 2003, whereas the various artists soundtrack album, Daredevil: The Album[image: External link], was released in February.

Daredevil was released on February 14, 2003. It received generally mixed reviews from critics with many praising the action sequences, acting performances, its soundtrack, storyline and its visual style and stunts, while many negatively criticized its dramatic depth and commented that the film resembles a Greek tragedy. Despite its critical reaction, the movie became the second-biggest February release to that time and grossed over $179 million against production budget of $78 million.

A spin-off[image: External link] film, Elektra[image: External link], was released in 2005 to critical and commercial failure.

In 2004, an R-rated director's cut[image: External link] of Daredevil was released, reincorporating approximately 30 minutes of the film, including a subplot involving a character played by Coolio[image: External link]. A sequel was planned, but because of Elektra's failure, this was canceled. A television series (set in a different continuity[image: External link]), Daredevil[image: External link], by Netflix[image: External link] and Marvel Studios[image: External link], followed, premiering in 2015.
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 Plot




Matt Murdock is a blind lawyer in New York City's Hell's Kitchen[image: External link] neighborhood, where he runs a firm with best friend Franklin "Foggy" Nelson[image: External link]. As a child, Matt was blinded by a toxic waste spill. The accident enhanced Matt's other senses and gave him sonar[image: External link] to "see" via sonic vibrations. Matt's father, boxer Jack "The Devil", was killed after refusing to turn in a fixed fight for the mobster who had employed him earlier. After his father's death, Matt promised to stop all crime that controlled Hell's Kitchen, New York as the vigilante crime-fighter "Daredevil".

Matt meets Elektra Natchios[image: External link], daughter of Nikolas Natchios, a businessman who has dealings with Wilson Fisk[image: External link], a rich executive who is also the criminal leader known as the Kingpin. When Nikolas tries to end his relationship with Fisk, the mobster hires the Irish hitman Bullseye[image: External link], who has preternatural aim, to kill him. Matt tries to stop Bullseye, but Bullseye ultimately succeeds in killing Nikolas and framing Matt in the process. Elektra vows to exact revenge, while reporter Ben Urich discovers his secret identity. Believing Matt to have done good things for Hell's Kitchen, Urich tells Matt that Bullseye is going after Elektra next.

Matt tracks Bullseye, but is attacked by Elektra, who plans to use her own training in martial arts to avenge her father's death. She defeats and injures Matt; when she manages to remove his mask, she discovers Matt's secret identity and innocence. Forced to fight Bullseye alone, Elektra is overpowered and killed by the hitman. A wounded Matt makes his way to a church, where he is looked after by his confidante, Father Everett, who knows his secret identity. After recovering slightly, Matt fights Bullseye, who had followed him to the church. Bullseye discovers that loud noise is Matt's weakness and prepares to kill him with a spiked piece of wood after incapacitating him. Matt blocks the attack and hears an FBI sniper stationed on the neighboring building preparing to fire. As the bullet is fired, Matt moves out of the bullet's path and pulls Bullseye's hands into it. When Bullseye pleads for mercy, Matt throws him from the church's steeple. Bullseye lands on the hood of Urich's car, severely injured but alive.

Upon discovering Fisk is the Kingpin and Bullseye's employer, Matt makes his way to Fisk's office. There, Matt and Fisk begin a fierce fight; however, Fisk proves to be a surprisingly powerful combatant due to his size and brute strength, and he dominates Matt for most of the fight. Lying on the floor, Matt questions Fisk as to why he killed the people Murdock loved, including Jack Murdock years before: Fisk replies it was just business, for he had worked under Fallon at the time he killed Jack, and Elektra was "in the wrong family at the wrong time." Angered, Matt regains his strength and breaks Fisk's legs, but refrains from killing him, instead allowing him to be arrested by the police, who have discovered his criminal connections. Before being taken away, Fisk — who had also discovered Matt's secret identity after overpowering him — swears revenge on Matt, who points out that Fisk cannot reveal Matt's secret identity because the humiliation of having been beaten by a blind man will cause him to be perceived as weak by other prison inmates. Having gained closure over his father's murder, Matt returns to his day-to-day routine, and meets Urich one last time, in which Urich assures him he will not publish his article about Matt's true identity.

In a mid-credits scene[image: External link], Bullseye, having been moved to a prison hospital and severely bandaged after his confrontation with Matt, is shown to still have his perfect aim after he impales a fly with a syringe needle and says "Bullseye."
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 Cast





	
Ben Affleck as Matt Murdock / Daredevil





	An attorney-at-law[image: External link] with a disability[image: External link] who was blinded[image: External link] as a youth in an accident with bio-waste that drastically heightened his remaining senses and gave him a "sonar-sense", which allowed him to perceive his surroundings, and makes a silent promise with his father to "stick up for the long shots". His father is killed not long after and at that moment, he vows to seek justice. At night, he becomes a devil-modeled vigilante who takes justice into his hands. Affleck was cast in October 2001. Vin Diesel[image: External link] was considered to portray Daredevil before him, but he opted to take a role in another film[image: External link].[3] In a February 2011 interview, Guy Pearce[image: External link] said that he was offered the role but turned it down, stating that "comic-strip stuff isn’t really my cup of tea, really."[4] Matt Damon also revealed that he was offered the role. He claimed that he and Ben "loved that comic book but I just didn't quite believe in the script or the director at the time."[5] Colin Farrell[image: External link] was also considered until Affleck signed.[6] As a fan, Affleck made sure he had read every single issue of Daredevil, commenting that it was about taking what he knew as a fan and faithfully getting it on the screen. Joe Quesada[image: External link] considered it "serendipity in action" that Affleck is the lead role, as when he and Kevin Smith did the Guardian Devil[image: External link] series, they had modeled it on Affleck.[7] Affleck said Daredevil was his favorite comic book as a kid,[8] and explained why he took the role by saying "Everybody has that one thing from childhood that they remember and that sticks with them. This story was that for me."[9] Additionally, he said, "I didn't want someone else to do it, because I was afraid that they would go out and do it different from the comic and screw it up."[10]





	
Scott Terra[image: External link] as Young Matt Murdock




	As a youth, he has trouble with local bullies and a close bond with his father. This changes in different ways after the accident. Terra was officially announced as a part of the cast in March 2002.[11]





	
Jennifer Garner as Elektra Natchios[image: External link]





	The daughter of billionaire Nikolas Natchios and the love interest of Matt Murdock. At a very young age, she witnessed the murder of her mother, and since then her father has had her become highly trained in martial arts[image: External link]. For the role of Elektra, many actresses were looked into with considerations including Penélope Cruz[image: External link], Salma Hayek[image: External link], Natalie Portman[image: External link], Lucy Liu[image: External link], Jessica Alba[image: External link], and Katie Holmes[image: External link].[12] A short-list was eventually made, giving the choices of Jennifer Garner, Jolene Blalock[image: External link], Mía Maestro[image: External link] and Rhona Mitra[image: External link],[13] with Garner finally becoming the actress to land the role.[12] Garner said of the character, "I think she's strong and cool and beautiful and smart. She'd be a good role model."[14] Garner noted the costume would be different, as Elektra in comics often wears red satin but in the film wears black leather. Garner explained, "[T]he red would never have worked for hiding a harness, and I know this sounds ridiculous, but you have to protect your skin a little bit. They throw me around so much on the rooftop [that] I got cut through the leather, so imagine if I hadn't had anything."[10]





	
Michael Clarke Duncan as Wilson Fisk / Kingpin[image: External link]





	By appearance, he is an overweight corporate head that takes the name Wilson Fisk, but in fact he is the sole person running organized crime, under the moniker of Kingpin. Kingpin is the murderer of Matt's father, and the man responsible for the hiring of Bullseye, with intention of having the Natchios family murdered. Michael Clarke Duncan signed on for the role in January 2002, though he had been attached far earlier.[15] When Duncan was cast, he weighed 131 kg. He was asked to gain 18 kg for the role in order to fit the physique of Kingpin. In order to do this, he would lift weights for 30 minutes a day, and power-lifted[image: External link] with one or two reps a day, as well as eating whatever he wanted. Despite this, Duncan's biggest concern was that he is black, while Kingpin has always been portrayed as white. Also, Duncan provided the voice for Kingpin in Spider-Man: The New Animated Series[image: External link].[16] He spoke on the fan's loyalty to the source material by saying "they watch movies to say, 'Hey, that's not like the comic book.' But I want them to get past that and just see the movie for what it is and see me for what I am—an actor."[10]





	
Colin Farrell[image: External link] as Bullseye[image: External link]





	An assassin with perfect accuracy and deep-rooted pride of it who is hired by Kingpin to kill Nikolas and Elektra Natchios, but when Daredevil gets involved and causes him to miss his target, he makes it his own personal vendetta to take Daredevil down. Farrell was attached to the role in December 2001.[6] Mark Steven Johnson credits Joe Quesada[image: External link] with talking him out of using the traditional Bullseye costume for the film,[7] and Farrell was encouraged to keep his Irish accent as this version of Bullseye is from Ireland.[10] Farrell had to read Frank Miller[image: External link]'s Daredevil comics to understand Bullseye "because the expression on the character's faces in the comic books, and just the way they move sometimes, and the exaggerations of the character I'm playing […] he's so over-the-top that you do draw from that. But it's not exactly a character you can do method acting[image: External link] for... you know, running around New York killing people with paper clips."[17]





	
Jon Favreau as Franklin "Foggy" Nelson[image: External link]





	Matt Murdock's legal partner and best friend, he is also used as a form of comic relief. Favreau joined the cast in February 2002.[18] Favreau would later go on to direct the Marvel[image: External link]-produced Iron Man[image: External link] and its sequel, Iron Man 2[image: External link] while also appearing as Happy Hogan[image: External link].




	
Joe Pantoliano[image: External link] as Ben Urich[image: External link]





	An investigative journalist whose articles notably relate to Daredevil, and the Kingpin. During the film, he goes on to uncover a lot of information about the two. Pantoliano was cast in March 2002.[19] Urich works for the New York Post, rather than the Daily Bugle[image: External link] as in the comics, because the film rights to the Bugle were held by Sony Pictures[image: External link] at that time.[20]





	
David Keith[image: External link] as Jack Murdock[image: External link]





	Father of Matt Murdock and a boxer, he is murdered by the Kingpin when he does not take a fall for a fight. Keith was officially announced as a part of the cast in March 2002.[11]





	
Leland Orser[image: External link] as Wesley Owen Welch[image: External link]





	The number two of Wilson Fisk, but he does not like to be involved in the activities of the Kingpin. Orser previously co-starred with Jon Favreau in 1998 in Very Bad Things[image: External link].




	Lennie Loftin as Detective Nick Manolis




	A NYPD[image: External link] cop who considers Daredevil an urban legend.




	
Erick Avari[image: External link] as Nikolas Natchios[image: External link]





	The father of Elektra, who is murdered by Bullseye on behalf of the Kingpin.




	
Ellen Pompeo[image: External link] as Karen Page[image: External link]





	The secretary at Matt Murdock and Franklin Nelson's law firm.




	
Derrick O'Connor[image: External link] as Father Everett




	A priest of Matt Murdock's local church, where he sometimes goes to find solace.



Stan Lee[image: External link], Frank Miller, and Kevin Smith, each notable for their work on the Daredevil comics, also have cameo roles throughout the film.[10] Mark Margolis[image: External link] has an uncredited role as Fallon, a mobster who once employed Fisk as a hitman. The director's cut version also features Coolio[image: External link] as Dante Jackson and features Jude Ciccolella[image: External link] in a sub-plot removed from the theatrical version. Tanoai Reed[image: External link] appears uncredited as a thug in Josie's Bar.
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 Production
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In 1997, 20th Century Fox optioned the rights from Marvel Enterprises[image: External link], and Chris Columbus[image: External link] was chosen to direct the film. In 1998, Marvel was facing bankruptcy. During this time 20th Century Fox allowed the option to expire, so Disney began negotiations in order to acquire the rights. In 1999, the negotiations failed to work out so Marvel set the project up with Columbia Pictures[image: External link].[21] During this time, Chris Columbus and Carlo Carlei co-wrote a script together,[22] before Mark Steven Johnson[image: External link] got signed to write the screenplay. By 2000, Sony decided to cancel the project,[21] as the two companies reportedly could not come to an agreement over Internet rights.[23]

New Regency[image: External link] entered negotiations with a more satisfying offer, attaining the character rights from Marvel in 2000 to produce the film, with 20th Century Fox handling the distribution.[24] Mark Steven Johnson was rehired and his script was turned in during 2001, which was praised by Ain't It Cool News[image: External link]' Harry Knowles[image: External link].[21][25] Prior to shooting, producer Gary Foster said that in comparison to other comic book-based films before it, this film would be "more character-driven ... darker ... edgier,"[26] while Marvel Studios[image: External link] executive Kevin Feige felt the script was one of the strongest comic scripts Marvel had received.[27]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filming




Fox wanted to start filming in Canada[image: External link] in order to save money. This plan was contended by Johnson, and the film's cinematographer[image: External link], Ericson Core[image: External link], after they found a preferred area for shooting around downtown Los Angeles[image: External link]' Arcade Building. Core noted that the appeal came from the "beautiful, old brick buildings and great rooftops," which they felt was perfect for a depiction of Hell's Kitchen, Manhattan[image: External link], in comparison to the studio's choice where the filming would be done in Montreal[image: External link] or Vancouver[image: External link]. Due to their insistence, coupled with Ben Affleck's disinterest in filming in Canada (after having filmed there for his previous film, The Sum of All Fears) they were able to change the studio's mind.[28]

When the look of the film was being decided, Mark Steven Johnson opted to use direct scenes from the Daredevil comics. Joe Quesada's artistic take in Guardian Devil[image: External link] (Daredevil vol. 2, #1-#8) was an influence on the film, with Johnson noting that they would "literally take out a scene from the comic book that Joe did […] Here's Daredevil on the cross, you know, it's that scene from 'Guardian Devil'. You just shoot that."[7] Throughout the film, Ben Affleck had to wear "cataract milky-blue" contacts, which would effectively make him blind. This was considered great by Johnson, as it would aid his performance.[29]

The sound plays an integral part in the film, as the superhero relies on it in order to form his 'sonar sense'. Post-production sound was done by supervising sound editor John Larsen and sound designer Steve Boeddeker and is heard taking place immediately after Matt's optic nerve is seen mutating. The mutating of the nerve was done by Rhythm and Hues Studios, who also worked on the sonar-sense which became referred to as the "shadow world". Shadow world was made using just CGI[image: External link] except in a scene where Elektra and Matt Murdock are in the rain, which was done using CGI over film.[29]
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 Music




The score[image: External link] to Daredevil was written by Graeme Revell[image: External link], and released on March 4, 2003.[30] He was attracted to the focus of "human-ness" on Daredevil, torn emotionally and physically by his superhero status. Avi Arad asked Revell to concentrate more on the emotions of Daredevil and Elektra, while Mark Steven Johnson wanted to stay clear from any gothic[image: External link] and action movie clichés. Revell tried to avoid too much individual motifs[image: External link] but some characters would have an identifiable sound, like Bullseye would have guitar undertones, while Kingpin would have bass beats. Guitarist Mike Einziger[image: External link] of Incubus[image: External link] collaborated with Revell for any additional rock elements. Revell thoroughly enjoyed working with Johnson, describing the director as "positive" and "responsive" when it came to experimenting (as opposed to feeling "locked in a box of preconceptions") which he felt lead to "cool stuff". Varèse Sarabande[image: External link] put together the score record.[31]
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 Release
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 Marketing




Aside from expected TV commercials during such TV hits as Friends[image: External link] and Law & Order[image: External link], as well as one in the second quarter of Super Bowl XXXVII[image: External link], there was also a tie-in with Kraft[image: External link], an in-store promotion at Wal-Mart[image: External link], a marketing campaign with Hamilton Watch Company[image: External link], who designed the watch Matt wears in the film,[32] and a weeklong Daredevil segment on Entertainment Tonight[image: External link].[33] As part of an online form of marketing, a viral e-mail drive was started, where participants would be entered in a contest where they could win prizes such as Daredevil T-shirts, Game Boy Advance[image: External link] games, and cufflinks. To enter the drawing, the user had to book tickets for the film online, then pass an e-mail on to someone else. The idea was to encourage online ticket booking, which at the time was seen as a growing trend.[34] The Game Boy Advance Daredevil[image: External link] game was released on February 14, 2003, and was created by Encore, a subsidiary of Navarre Corporation[image: External link].[35] The soundtrack to the film, Daredevil: The Album[image: External link], was released in February 2003.[36]
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 Censorship




Due to the film's violent scenes, the Film Censorship Board of Malaysia[image: External link] banned Daredevil in that country. 20th Century Fox unsuccessfully appealed to Malaysia's censorship board to change its decision, hoping to release the film in Malaysia on February 27, 2003. The deputy prime minister told the press films were banned if containing what the board felt was "excessive violence and sexual material or elements which can create chaos in the community".[37]
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 Box office




The film opened theatrically on February 14, 2003, on 3,471 screens in North America[21] and took first place in its opening weekend, grossing $45,033,454. At the time, it became the second biggest February release, behind Hannibal[image: External link].[38] By the second weekend the film saw a 55.1% decline in takings but managed to maintain the number one spot, beating new release Old School[image: External link] by $639,093.[39] By the third weekend release, Daredevil saw a further 38.5% drop in sales, and so fell to third place at the box office.[40] The film grossed over $102 million in North America, and over $76 million in the rest of the world, totalling the film's worldwide takings at just over $179 million, grossing over double its budget of $78 million.[2] Avi Arad[image: External link] addressed the top spot success by saying "we are five for five with record-breaking box office successes [with Blade[image: External link], X-Men[image: External link], Blade II[image: External link] then Spider-Man[image: External link]] and have two more Marvel releases slated for this summer [which are X2: X-Men United[image: External link] and Hulk[image: External link]]. It's a testament to the broad appeal of these characters before mainstream audiences outside of the core comic fans. These super heroes have been successful within the Marvel pantheon for decades; it only makes sense that their translations to the big screen are just as fruitful."[41]
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 Critical reception




Daredevil received mixed reviews from critics. The review-aggregation website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported that 44% of critics gave the film positive feedback, based on 221 reviews, with the critical consensus reading, "While Ben Affleck fits the role and the story is sporadically interesting, Daredevil is ultimately a dull, brooding origin story that fails to bring anything new to the genre."[42] On the website Metacritic[image: External link] the film has an average score of 42 out of 100, based on 35 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[43]

Film critic[image: External link] Roger Ebert[image: External link] of the Chicago Sun-Times gave the film 3 out of a possible 4 stars and called the film good, despite noting the almost typical superhero background. Of the actors, he stated that Ben Affleck and Jennifer Garner were suitable for their roles, while Michael Clarke Duncan's presence alone was menacing. He said, "I am getting a little worn out describing the origin stories and powers of superheroes […] Some of their movies, like this one, are better than others."[44] The Houston Chronicle[image: External link]'s Bruce Westbrook considered it "the best Marvel movie to date, it's as well-written and character-driven as some of today's Oscar contenders, and its story doesn't stall with hollow flamboyance."[45] The Austin Chronicle[image: External link]'s Kimberly Jones praised the film, the actors, and felt that though an unproven director, "Johnson has just signed his meal ticket with this marriage of big brains, big brawn, and–most happily–big heart."[46]

Empire[image: External link]'s Kim Newman[image: External link] gave the film 3 out of 5 stars, and felt people "will like the characters more than the film," before adding that there are enough strong moments to guarantee a good viewing.[47] The Guardian[image: External link]'s Peter Bradshaw stated that the film held "unconvincing touches" but was more enjoyable than Spider-Man[image: External link] and as dark as Tim Burton[image: External link]'s Batman[image: External link].[48] BBC[image: External link] film critic Nev Pierce believed the film had spectacular set-pieces, but felt there was no strong narrative arc to keep the viewer interested.[49] The Wall Street Journal's Joe Morgenstern considered the film to be neither original nor great but felt it maintained "many grace notes and interesting oddities."[50] The Globe and Mail[image: External link]'s Rick Groen said the film was "not woeful, not wonderful, merely watchable."[43] The Philadelphia Inquirer[image: External link]'s Steven Rea thought the film brought a variance of humor and violence, but felt it didn't work as well as it could have.[43] James Berardinelli[image: External link] felt it was merely a satisfactory superhero film.[43] TV Guide[image: External link]'s Frank Lovece said Daredevil "makes clear that superhero films are the next evolutionary generation of action movies: Now that Schwarzenegger-styled heroes have upped the action ante as far as the human body can go and remain even marginally believable, it's up to superheroes ...to take it further." He also felt it was "a movie for grown-ups, not kids."[51]

Particularly negative reviews included that of The New York Times' Elvis Mitchell, who said the film was "second-rate and ordinary,"[42] while Variety's Todd McCarthy considered it "a pretender in the realm of bona fide superheroes."[52] Entertainment Weekly's Owen Gleiberman gave the film a "C-", criticizing the story as "sloppy" and "slipshod", saying, "Daredevil is the sort of half-assed, visually lackadaisical potboiler that makes you rue the day that comic-book franchises ever took over Hollywood."[53] Time Out[image: External link]'s Trevor Johnston praised Ben Affleck, feeling he "persuades us of the pain of sightlessness and supersensitive hearing," but also felt writer/director Johnson's construction fails all involved in the film.[54] Slate[image: External link]'s David Edelstein believed Johnson copied a lot of Batman, and concluded by saying "that's not so bad: The movie looks best when it looks like other, better movies."[55] The Chicago Tribune's Michael Wilmington thought the film grabs the attention, but felt it does not reward it.[43] The New York Post's Lou Lumenick panned the film, describing it as a "mind-numbing, would-be comic-book franchise, which often seems as blind as its hero -- not to mention deaf and dumb."[43] Character co-creator Stan Lee[image: External link] himself felt, "[T]hey just wrote the whole thing wrong. They made him too tragic."[56] Ben Affleck won the Golden Raspberry Award for Worst Actor[image: External link] for his work in the movie, as well as for Gigli and Paycheck.

After the film was released and was criticized, Ben Affleck said that the film inspired him to take on the role of Batman in Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice, saying; "That’s the movie I want to do. I want to be a part of that [Batman v Superman]. Part of it was I wanted for once to get one of these movies and do it right — to do a good version. I hate Daredevil so much."[57]
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 Director's cut




A director's cut[image: External link] of the film was announced for a spring 2004 DVD[image: External link] release. This version contained new additions like previously unseen footage and a removed subplot, and was to be a bit darker with an R rating[image: External link]. The film, released in 2.35:1 widescreen format[image: External link], was released with DTS[image: External link] and Dolby Digital[image: External link] sound. The new version of the film has newly recorded commentary to accompany it, featuring Mark Steven Johnson[image: External link] and Avi Arad[image: External link]. A "Making of Director's Cut" featurette also accompanied the film. The release date of the DVD was later pushed back to November 30, 2004.[58][59] On September 30, 2008 the director's cut was released on Blu-ray[image: External link].[60] The DVD release of the director's cut removed the bonus material included on the theatrical cut's DVD release, but that content was restored for the Blu-ray release (although the Blu-ray release only contains the director's cut).

One of the biggest changes to the film was the addition of a subplot involving a drug addict played by Coolio[image: External link]. While this subplot was missing from the theatrical version of the film, it is present in the novelization by Greg Cox[image: External link], published in 2003.[61]

Producer Kevin Feige[image: External link] commented on this version of the film, believing "the people who had other opinions [of Daredevil] will be won over by this new version."[58] Reviewers like Empire[image: External link]'s Danny Graydon seemed to reaffirm this opinion by considering this version a "considerable improvement on the original version," notably preferring the more violent undertones, a lesser focus on the romance, and the equal focus of Daredevil and his lawyer alias Matt Murdock and the subplot involving Coolio[image: External link]. Some critics continued to feel Affleck was unsuitable as Daredevil and that Duncan portrayed the Kingpin in an over-the-top manner.[62] IGN[image: External link]'s Jeff Otto and Andy Patrizio also deemed this version an improvement over the original. They felt this version was more loyal to the Frank Miller[image: External link] feel of the Daredevil world, with more focus on themes such as Murdock's struggle with his Catholic[image: External link] upbringing. On the whole they felt the film would be far more pleasing to the fans, and overall better than the theatrical release.[63]
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 Reboot




Main article: Daredevil (TV series)[image: External link]


Feige had stated on potential future Daredevil films, "there are many more stories to be told with old Hornhead and we'd love to tell them someday."[58] Avi Arad has also said that a sequel will begin development once the rights go from 20th Century Fox to Marvel Studios[image: External link].[64] Director Mark Steven Johnson[image: External link] showed interest in returning to direct with the Born Again[image: External link] storyline, as well as suggesting Mr. Fear[image: External link] as a possible villain.[65]

During 2004, Ben Affleck shot a cameo role for the spin-off film, Elektra[image: External link], at the request of Daredevil co-star Jennifer Garner.[66] In October 2004, Affleck stated he would only return in the lead role if Fox would renegotiate to tell the darker stories of Daredevil, and showed interest in a Kevin Smith graphic novel which included Mysterio[image: External link], as well as the Born Again storyline.[67] However, in November 2006, Affleck stated that he would never reprise the role, having felt "by playing a superhero in Daredevil, I have inoculated myself from ever playing another superhero... Wearing a costume was a source of humiliation for me and something I wouldn't want to do again soon."[68] Despite this, Affleck would later sign on to portray the DC[image: External link] superhero, Bruce Wayne / Batman, in Batman vs. Superman.[69]

In July 2006, Michael Clarke Duncan showed interest in returning for the role of the Kingpin, but stated that he would not be willing to gain weight as he felt "comfortable" being down to 122 kg. However, he jokingly showed willingness to change his mind if he was offered $20 million. Duncan suggested that the character is portrayed to have been training a lot in jail in order to become faster in combat against Daredevil, also working as a way to fit his weight loss into the story.[70] Duncan would later go on to reprise his role as the Kingpin in an episode of the animated series: Spider-Man: The New Animated Series[image: External link].

In July 2008, Jason Statham[image: External link] expressed interest in appearing as Daredevil in the future. Statham requested "just give me the chance, I would love to be Daredevil." Frank Miller[image: External link] commented in agreement "I think he should be Daredevil too."[71] In October 2008, 20th Century Fox executive Tom Rothman[image: External link] said "a Daredevil reboot[image: External link] is something we are thinking very seriously about." Rothman added that "what it really needs is, it needs a visionary at the level that Chris Nolan was. It needs someone, it needs a director, honestly, who has a genuine vision."[72] By February 2010, 20th Century Fox and New Regency[image: External link] were looking to develop the reboot with News Corp.[image: External link], with Peter Chernin[image: External link] producing and David Scarpa[image: External link] writing the script.[73] On March 15, 2011, it was announced that filmmaker David Slade[image: External link] would be directing the reboot,[74] but he later had to drop out due to other obligations. Fringe[image: External link] writer and producer Brad Caleb Kane[image: External link] was hired to pen the Slade-directed film.[75] On September 3, 2012, Duncan died, precluding him from reprising his role as Kingpin.[76][77]

Later, it was announced that should a sequel or reboot not start filming by October 10, 2012, the rights to the Daredevil franchise would revert from Fox back to Marvel. In early August 2012, Fox scrambled to find a replacement for David Slade, who dropped out of the director's chair due to scheduling conflicts. The studio briefly met with Joe Carnahan[image: External link], for the job—however, Carnahan said on Twitter that his pitch, described as a hard-boiled '70s thriller, had gone up in smoke. Several sources commented that Fox had given up on the reboot, and were prepared to let the rights revert to Marvel and their parent company, The Walt Disney Company.[78] On April 23, 2013, Kevin Feige[image: External link] confirmed that the rights for Daredevil returned to Marvel Studios[image: External link] and Disney, opening the possibility of including the character into the Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link].[79] That speculation was confirmed with the announcement of an original Netflix[image: External link] Daredevil[image: External link] television series, which premiered on the streaming service in April 2015, with English actor Charlie Cox[image: External link] in the title role.[80]
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Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actor – Motion Picture






The Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actor – Motion Picture was first awarded by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association in 1944[image: External link] for a performance in a motion picture[image: External link] released in the previous year.

The formal title has varied since its inception; since 2005, the award has officially been called "Best Performance by an Actor in a Supporting Role in a Motion Picture".

Five actors have won the award twice: Richard Attenborough, Edmund Gwenn[image: External link], Martin Landau[image: External link], Edmond O'Brien[image: External link], and Christoph Waltz[image: External link].

Notes:


	"†" indicates the winner of the Academy Award.

	"×" indicates a Golden Globe Award-winner who was not nominated for an Academy Award.

	"‡" indicates a Golden Globe Award-nominee who was also nominated for an Academy Award.
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 1940s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film
	Ref.



	1943[image: External link]
	Akim Tamiroff[image: External link] ‡
	Pablo
	For Whom the Bell Tolls[image: External link]
	



	1944[image: External link]
	Barry Fitzgerald[image: External link] †
	Father Fitzgibbon
	Going My Way[image: External link]
	



	1945[image: External link]
	J. Carrol Naish[image: External link] ‡
	Charley Martin
	A Medal for Benny[image: External link]
	



	1946[image: External link]
	Clifton Webb[image: External link] ‡
	Elliott Templeton
	The Razor's Edge[image: External link]
	



	1947[image: External link]
	Edmund Gwenn[image: External link] †
	Kris Kringle[image: External link]
	Miracle on 34th Street[image: External link]
	



	1948[image: External link]
	Walter Huston[image: External link] †
	Howard
	The Treasure of the Sierra Madre[image: External link]
	



	1949[image: External link]
	James Whitmore[image: External link] ‡
	Kinnie
	Battleground[image: External link]
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 1950s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film
	Ref.



	1950[image: External link]
	Edmund Gwenn[image: External link] ‡
	'Skipper' Miller
	Mister 880[image: External link]
	



	George Sanders[image: External link] †
	Addison DeWitt
	All About Eve[image: External link]
	



	Erich von Stroheim[image: External link] ‡
	Max Von Mayerling
	Sunset Boulevard[image: External link]
	



	1951[image: External link]
	Peter Ustinov[image: External link] ‡
	Nero[image: External link]
	Quo Vadis[image: External link]
	



	1952[image: External link]
	Millard Mitchell[image: External link] ×
	James Connie
	My Six Convicts[image: External link]
	



	Kurt Kasznar[image: External link]
	Uncle Louis Bonnard
	The Happy Time[image: External link]
	



	Gilbert Roland[image: External link]
	Victor 'Gaucho' Ribera
	The Bad and the Beautiful[image: External link]
	



	1953[image: External link]
	Frank Sinatra[image: External link] †
	Pvt. Angelo Maggio
	From Here to Eternity[image: External link]
	



	1954[image: External link]
	Edmond O'Brien[image: External link] †
	Oscar Muldoon
	The Barefoot Contessa[image: External link]
	



	1955[image: External link]
	Arthur Kennedy[image: External link] ‡
	Barney
	Trial[image: External link]
	



	1956[image: External link]
	Earl Holliman[image: External link] ×
	Jim Curry
	The Rainmaker[image: External link]
	



	Eddie Albert[image: External link]
	Capt. McLean
	The Teahouse of the August Moon[image: External link]
	



	Oscar Homolka[image: External link]
	General Kutuzov[image: External link]
	War and Peace[image: External link]
	



	Anthony Quinn[image: External link] †
	Paul Gauguin[image: External link]
	Lust for Life[image: External link]
	



	Eli Wallach[image: External link]
	Silva Vacarro
	Baby Doll[image: External link]
	



	1957[image: External link]
	Red Buttons[image: External link] †
	Joe Kelly
	Sayonara[image: External link]
	



	Lee J. Cobb[image: External link]
	Juror #3
	12 Angry Men[image: External link]
	



	Sessue Hayakawa[image: External link] ‡
	Colonel Saito
	The Bridge on the River Kwai
	



	Nigel Patrick[image: External link]
	Prof. Jerusalem Webster Stiles
	Raintree County[image: External link]
	



	Ed Wynn[image: External link]
	Paul Beaseley
	The Great Man[image: External link]
	



	1958[image: External link]
	Burl Ives[image: External link] †
	Rufus Hannassey
	The Big Country[image: External link]
	



	Harry Guardino[image: External link]
	Angelo Donatello
	Houseboat[image: External link]
	



	David Ladd[image: External link]
	David Chandler
	The Proud Rebel[image: External link]
	



	Gig Young[image: External link] ‡
	Dr. Hugo Pine
	Teacher's Pet[image: External link]
	



	Efrem Zimbalist Jr.[image: External link]
	Jacob 'Jake' Diamond
	Home Before Dark[image: External link]
	



	1959[image: External link]
	Stephen Boyd[image: External link] ×
	Messala
	Ben-Hur
	



	Fred Astaire[image: External link]
	Julian Osborn
	On the Beach[image: External link]
	



	Tony Randall[image: External link]
	Jonathan Forbes
	Pillow Talk[image: External link]
	



	Robert Vaughn[image: External link] ‡
	Chester A. 'Chet' Gwynn
	The Young Philadelphians[image: External link]
	



	Joseph N. Welch[image: External link]
	Judge Weaver
	Anatomy of a Murder[image: External link]
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 1960s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film
	Ref.



	1960[image: External link]
	Sal Mineo[image: External link] ‡
	Dov Landau
	Exodus[image: External link]
	



	Lee Kinsolving[image: External link]
	Sammy Goldenbaum
	The Dark at the Top of the Stairs[image: External link]
	



	Ray Stricklyn[image: External link]
	Jeb Lucas Tyler
	The Plunderers[image: External link]
	



	Woody Strode[image: External link]
	Draba
	Spartacus
	



	Peter Ustinov[image: External link] †
	Lentulus Batiatus[image: External link]
	Spartacus
	



	1961[image: External link]
	George Chakiris[image: External link] †
	Bernardo
	West Side Story[image: External link]
	



	Montgomery Clift[image: External link] ‡
	Rudolph Petersen
	Judgment at Nuremberg[image: External link]
	



	Jackie Gleason[image: External link] ‡
	Minnesota Fats[image: External link]
	The Hustler[image: External link]
	



	Tony Randall[image: External link]
	Peter 'Pete' Ramsey
	Lover Come Back[image: External link]
	



	George C. Scott[image: External link] ‡
	Bert Gordon
	The Hustler[image: External link]
	



	1962[image: External link]
	Omar Sharif[image: External link] ‡
	Sherif Ali
	Lawrence of Arabia
	



	Ed Begley[image: External link] †
	Tom Boss Finley
	Sweet Bird of Youth[image: External link]
	



	Victor Buono[image: External link] ‡
	Edwin Flagg
	What Ever Happened to Baby Jane?[image: External link]
	



	Harry Guardino[image: External link]
	Sgt. Joseph Contini
	The Pigeon That Took Rome[image: External link]
	



	Ross Martin[image: External link]
	Garland Humphrey 'Red' Lynch
	Experiment in Terror[image: External link]
	



	Paul Newman[image: External link]
	The Battler
	Hemingway's Adventures of a Young Man[image: External link]
	



	Cesar Romero[image: External link]
	Robert Swan / Adam Wright
	If a Man Answers[image: External link]
	



	Telly Savalas[image: External link] ‡
	Feto Gomez
	Birdman of Alcatraz[image: External link]
	



	Peter Sellers[image: External link]
	Clare Quilty
	Lolita[image: External link]
	



	Harold J. Stone[image: External link]
	Frank Garnell
	The Chapman Report[image: External link]
	



	1963[image: External link]
	John Huston ‡
	Cardinal Glennon
	The Cardinal
	



	Lee J. Cobb[image: External link]
	Harry R. Baker
	Come Blow Your Horn[image: External link]
	



	Bobby Darin[image: External link] ‡
	Cpl. Jim Tompkins
	Captain Newman, M.D.[image: External link]
	



	Melvyn Douglas[image: External link] †
	Homer Bannon
	Hud[image: External link]
	



	Hugh Griffith[image: External link] ‡
	Squire Western
	Tom Jones[image: External link]
	



	Paul Mann[image: External link]
	Aleko Sinnikoglou
	America America[image: External link]
	



	Roddy McDowall
	Octavian, alias Augustus[image: External link]
	Cleopatra[image: External link]
	



	Gregory Rozakis
	Hohannes Gardashian
	America America[image: External link]
	



	1964[image: External link]
	Edmond O'Brien[image: External link] ‡
	Senator Ray Clark
	Seven Days in May[image: External link]
	



	Cyril Delevanti[image: External link]
	Nonno
	The Night of the Iguana[image: External link]
	



	Stanley Holloway[image: External link] ‡
	Alfred P. Doolittle
	My Fair Lady[image: External link]
	



	Gilbert Roland[image: External link]
	Dull Knife[image: External link]
	Cheyenne Autumn[image: External link]
	



	Lee Tracy[image: External link] ‡
	Art Hockstader
	The Best Man[image: External link]
	



	1965[image: External link]
	Oskar Werner[image: External link] ×
	Fiedler
	The Spy Who Came in from the Cold[image: External link]
	



	Red Buttons[image: External link]
	Arthur Landau
	Harlow[image: External link]
	



	Frank Finlay[image: External link] ‡
	Iago[image: External link]
	Othello[image: External link]
	



	Hardy Krüger[image: External link]
	Heinrich Dorfmann
	The Flight of the Phoenix[image: External link]
	



	Telly Savalas[image: External link]
	Sgt. Guffy
	Battle of the Bulge[image: External link]
	



	1966[image: External link]
	Richard Attenborough ×
	Frenchy Burgoyne
	The Sand Pebbles[image: External link]
	



	Mako[image: External link] ‡
	Po-han
	The Sand Pebbles[image: External link]
	



	John Saxon[image: External link]
	Chuy Medina
	The Appaloosa[image: External link]
	



	George Segal[image: External link] ‡
	Nick
	Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?[image: External link]
	



	Robert Shaw[image: External link] ‡
	Henry VIII[image: External link]
	A Man for All Seasons
	



	1967[image: External link]
	Richard Attenborough ×
	Albert Blossom
	Doctor Dolittle[image: External link]
	



	John Cassavetes[image: External link] ‡
	Victor R. Franko
	The Dirty Dozen[image: External link]
	



	George Kennedy[image: External link] †
	Dragline
	Cool Hand Luke[image: External link]
	



	Michael J. Pollard[image: External link] ‡
	C.W. Moss
	Bonnie and Clyde[image: External link]
	



	Efrem Zimbalist Jr.[image: External link]
	Sam Hendrix
	Wait Until Dark[image: External link]
	



	1968[image: External link]
	Daniel Massey[image: External link] ‡
	Noël Coward[image: External link]
	Star![image: External link]
	



	Beau Bridges[image: External link]
	Tim Austin
	For Love of Ivy[image: External link]
	



	Ossie Davis[image: External link]
	Joseph Lee
	The Scalphunters[image: External link]
	



	Hugh Griffith[image: External link]
	Lebedev
	The Fixer[image: External link]
	



	Martin Sheen[image: External link]
	Timmy Cleary
	The Subject Was Roses[image: External link]
	



	1969[image: External link]
	Gig Young[image: External link] †
	Rocky
	They Shoot Horses, Don't They?[image: External link]
	



	Red Buttons[image: External link]
	Sailor
	They Shoot Horses, Don't They?[image: External link]
	



	Jack Nicholson[image: External link] ‡
	George Hanson
	Easy Rider[image: External link]
	



	Anthony Quayle[image: External link] ‡
	Cardinal Thomas Wolsey[image: External link]
	Anne of the Thousand Days
	



	Mitch Vogel[image: External link]
	Lucius McCaslin
	The Reivers[image: External link]
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 1970s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film
	Ref.



	1970[image: External link]
	John Mills †
	Michael
	Ryan's Daughter[image: External link]
	



	Chief Dan George[image: External link] ‡
	Old Lodge Skins
	Little Big Man[image: External link]
	



	Trevor Howard[image: External link]
	Father Collins
	Ryan's Daughter[image: External link]
	



	George Kennedy[image: External link]
	Joe Patroni
	Airport[image: External link]
	



	John Marley ‡
	Phil Cavalleri
	Love Story
	



	1971[image: External link]
	Ben Johnson[image: External link] †
	Sam the Lion
	The Last Picture Show[image: External link]
	



	Tom Baker[image: External link]
	Rasputin[image: External link]
	Nicholas and Alexandra[image: External link]
	



	Art Garfunkel[image: External link]
	Sandy
	Carnal Knowledge[image: External link]
	



	Paul Mann[image: External link]
	Lazar Wolf
	Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link]
	



	Jan-Michael Vincent[image: External link]
	Jimmy Graham
	Going Home[image: External link]
	



	1972[image: External link]
	Joel Grey[image: External link] †
	Master of Ceremonies
	Cabaret[image: External link]
	



	James Caan[image: External link] ‡
	Sonny Corleone[image: External link]
	The Godfather
	



	James Coco[image: External link]
	Sancho Panza[image: External link]
	Man of La Mancha[image: External link]
	



	Alec McCowen[image: External link]
	Henry Pulling
	Travels with My Aunt[image: External link]
	



	Clive Revill[image: External link]
	Carlo Carlucci
	Avanti![image: External link]
	



	1973[image: External link]
	John Houseman[image: External link] †
	Charles W. Kingsfield, Jr.
	The Paper Chase[image: External link]
	



	Martin Balsam[image: External link]
	Harry Walden
	Summer Wishes, Winter Dreams[image: External link]
	



	Jack Gilford[image: External link] ‡
	Phil Greene
	Save the Tiger[image: External link]
	



	Randy Quaid[image: External link] ‡
	Meadows
	The Last Detail[image: External link]
	



	Max von Sydow[image: External link]
	Father Merrin[image: External link]
	The Exorcist
	



	1974[image: External link]
	Fred Astaire[image: External link] ‡
	Harlee Claiborne
	The Towering Inferno[image: External link]
	[1]



	Eddie Albert[image: External link]
	Warden Hazen
	The Longest Yard[image: External link]
	



	Bruce Dern[image: External link]
	Tom Buchanan[image: External link]
	The Great Gatsby[image: External link]
	



	John Huston
	Noah Cross
	Chinatown
	



	Sam Waterston[image: External link]
	Nick Carraway[image: External link]
	The Great Gatsby[image: External link]
	



	1975[image: External link]
	Richard Benjamin[image: External link] ×
	Ben Clark
	The Sunshine Boys[image: External link]
	



	John Cazale[image: External link]
	Sal[image: External link]
	Dog Day Afternoon[image: External link]
	



	Charles Durning[image: External link]
	Eugene Moretti
	Dog Day Afternoon[image: External link]
	



	Henry Gibson[image: External link]
	Haven Hamilton
	Nashville[image: External link]
	



	Burgess Meredith ‡
	Harry Greener
	The Day of the Locust[image: External link]
	



	1976[image: External link]
	Laurence Olivier[image: External link] ‡
	Christian Szell
	Marathon Man[image: External link]
	



	Marty Feldman
	Marty Eggs
	Silent Movie[image: External link]
	



	Ron Howard
	Gillom Rogers
	The Shootist[image: External link]
	



	Jason Robards[image: External link] †
	Benjamin C. Bradlee[image: External link]
	All the President's Men[image: External link]
	



	Oskar Werner[image: External link]
	Professor Egon Kreisler
	Voyage of the Damned[image: External link]
	



	1977[image: External link]
	Peter Firth[image: External link] ‡
	Alan Strang
	Equus[image: External link]
	



	Mikhail Baryshnikov[image: External link] ‡
	Yuri Kopeikine
	The Turning Point
	



	Alec Guinness ‡
	Obi-Wan Kenobi[image: External link]
	Star Wars[image: External link]
	



	Jason Robards[image: External link] †
	Dashiell Hammett[image: External link]
	Julia[image: External link]
	



	Maximilian Schell[image: External link] ‡
	Johann
	Julia[image: External link]
	



	1978[image: External link]
	John Hurt[image: External link] ‡
	Max
	Midnight Express
	



	Bruce Dern[image: External link] ‡
	Bob Hyde
	Coming Home[image: External link]
	



	Dudley Moore[image: External link]
	Stanley Tibbets
	Foul Play[image: External link]
	



	Robert Morley[image: External link]
	Max
	Who Is Killing the Great Chefs of Europe?[image: External link]
	



	Christopher Walken[image: External link] †
	Cpl. Nikanor "Nick" Chevotarevich
	The Deer Hunter[image: External link]
	



	1979[image: External link]
	Melvyn Douglas[image: External link] †
	Benjamin Rand
	Being There[image: External link]
	



	Robert Duvall[image: External link] ‡
	Lt. Col. Bill Kilgore
	Apocalypse Now[image: External link]
	



	Frederic Forrest[image: External link] ‡
	Huston Dyer
	The Rose[image: External link]
	



	Justin Henry[image: External link] ‡
	Billy Kramer
	Kramer vs. Kramer
	



	Laurence Olivier[image: External link]
	Julius
	A Little Romance[image: External link]
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 1980s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film
	Ref.



	1980[image: External link]
	Timothy Hutton[image: External link] †
	Conrad Jarrett
	Ordinary People
	



	Judd Hirsch[image: External link] ‡
	Tyrone Berger
	Ordinary People
	



	Joe Pesci[image: External link] ‡
	Joey LaMotta[image: External link]
	Raging Bull[image: External link]
	



	Jason Robards[image: External link] ‡
	Howard Hughes[image: External link]
	Melvin and Howard[image: External link]
	



	Scott Wilson[image: External link]
	Capt. Billy Cutshaw
	The Ninth Configuration[image: External link]
	



	1981[image: External link]
	John Gielgud[image: External link] †
	Hobson
	Arthur[image: External link]
	



	James Coco[image: External link] ‡
	Jimmy
	Only When I Laugh[image: External link]
	



	Jack Nicholson[image: External link] ‡
	Eugene O'Neill[image: External link]
	Reds[image: External link]
	



	Howard E. Rollins, Jr.[image: External link] ‡
	Coalhouse Walker, Jr.
	Ragtime[image: External link]
	



	Orson Welles
	Judge Rauch
	Butterfly[image: External link]
	



	1982[image: External link]
	Louis Gossett Jr.[image: External link] †
	Emil Foley
	An Officer and a Gentleman[image: External link]
	



	Raul Julia[image: External link]
	Kalibanos[image: External link]
	Tempest[image: External link]
	



	David Keith[image: External link]
	Sid Worley
	An Officer and a Gentleman[image: External link]
	



	James Mason[image: External link] ‡
	Ed Concannon
	The Verdict[image: External link]
	



	Jim Metzler[image: External link]
	Mason McCormick
	Tex[image: External link]
	



	1983[image: External link]
	Jack Nicholson[image: External link] †
	Garrett Breedlove
	Terms of Endearment
	



	Steven Bauer
	Manny Ribera[image: External link]
	Scarface[image: External link]
	



	Charles Durning[image: External link] ‡
	Col. Erhardt
	To Be or Not to Be[image: External link]
	



	Gene Hackman
	Alex Grazier
	Under Fire[image: External link]
	



	Kurt Russell[image: External link]
	Drew Stephens
	Silkwood[image: External link]
	



	1984[image: External link]
	Haing S. Ngor[image: External link] †
	Dith Pran[image: External link]
	The Killing Fields[image: External link]
	



	Adolph Caesar[image: External link] ‡
	Sgt. Waters
	A Soldier's Story[image: External link]
	



	Richard Crenna[image: External link]
	Phil Brody
	The Flamingo Kid[image: External link]
	



	Jeffrey Jones[image: External link]
	Emperor Joseph II[image: External link]
	Amadeus |



	Noriyuki "Pat" Morita[image: External link] ‡
	Keisuke Miyagi[image: External link]
	The Karate Kid[image: External link]
	



	1985[image: External link]
	Klaus Maria Brandauer[image: External link] ‡
	Bror von Blixen-Finecke[image: External link]
	Out of Africa
	



	Joel Grey[image: External link]
	Chiun
	Remo Williams: The Adventure Begins[image: External link]
	



	John Lone[image: External link]
	Joey Tai
	Year of the Dragon[image: External link]
	



	Eric Roberts[image: External link] ‡
	Buck
	Runaway Train[image: External link]
	



	Eric Stoltz[image: External link]
	Rocky Dennis[image: External link]
	Mask[image: External link]
	



	1986[image: External link]
	Tom Berenger[image: External link] ‡
	Sgt. Barnes
	Platoon
	



	Michael Caine[image: External link] †
	Elliot
	Hannah and Her Sisters[image: External link]
	



	Dennis Hopper[image: External link]
	Frank Booth[image: External link]
	Blue Velvet[image: External link]
	



	Dennis Hopper[image: External link] ‡
	Shooter
	Hoosiers[image: External link]
	



	Ray Liotta[image: External link]
	Ray Sinclair
	Something Wild[image: External link]
	



	1987[image: External link]
	Sean Connery[image: External link] †
	Jim Malone
	The Untouchables[image: External link]
	



	Richard Dreyfuss[image: External link]
	Aaron Levinsky
	Nuts[image: External link]
	



	R. Lee Ermey[image: External link]
	Gny. Sgt. Hartman
	Full Metal Jacket[image: External link]
	



	Morgan Freeman[image: External link] ‡
	Fast Black
	Street Smart[image: External link]
	



	Rob Lowe[image: External link]
	Rory
	Square Dance[image: External link]
	



	1988[image: External link]
	Martin Landau[image: External link] ‡
	Abe Karatz
	Tucker: The Man and His Dream[image: External link]
	



	Alec Guinness ‡
	William Dorrit
	Little Dorrit[image: External link]
	



	Neil Patrick Harris[image: External link]
	David Hart
	Clara's Heart[image: External link]
	



	Raul Julia[image: External link]
	Roberto Strausmann
	Moon Over Parador[image: External link]
	



	Lou Diamond Phillips[image: External link]
	Angel Guzman
	Stand and Deliver[image: External link]
	



	River Phoenix ‡
	Danny Pope
	Running on Empty[image: External link]
	



	1989[image: External link]
	Denzel Washington[image: External link] †
	Pvt. Trip
	Glory[image: External link]
	



	Danny Aiello[image: External link] ‡
	Sal
	Do the Right Thing[image: External link]
	



	Sean Connery[image: External link]
	Professor Henry Jones[image: External link]
	Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade[image: External link]
	



	Ed Harris
	Dave
	Jacknife[image: External link]
	



	Bruce Willis
	Emmett Smith
	In Country[image: External link]
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 1990s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film
	Ref.



	1990[image: External link]
	Bruce Davison[image: External link] ‡
	David
	Longtime Companion[image: External link]
	



	Armand Assante[image: External link]
	Roberto "Bobby Tex" Texador
	Q & A[image: External link]
	



	Hector Elizondo[image: External link]
	Barney Thompson
	Pretty Woman[image: External link]
	



	Andy García[image: External link] ‡
	Vincent Mancini[image: External link]
	The Godfather: Part III[image: External link]
	



	Al Pacino[image: External link] ‡
	Alphonse "Big Boy" Caprice[image: External link]
	Dick Tracy[image: External link]
	



	Joe Pesci[image: External link] †
	Tommy DeVito
	Goodfellas[image: External link]
	



	1991[image: External link]
	Jack Palance[image: External link] †
	Curly Washburn
	City Slickers[image: External link]
	



	Ned Beatty[image: External link]
	Josef Locke
	Hear My Song[image: External link]
	



	John Goodman[image: External link]
	Charlie Meadows
	Barton Fink[image: External link]
	



	Harvey Keitel[image: External link] ‡
	Mickey Cohen[image: External link]
	Bugsy
	



	Ben Kingsley ‡
	Meyer Lansky[image: External link]
	Bugsy
	



	1992[image: External link]
	Gene Hackman †
	Little Bill Daggett
	Unforgiven[image: External link]
	



	Jack Nicholson[image: External link] ‡
	Col. Nathan R. Jessup
	A Few Good Men[image: External link]
	



	Chris O'Donnell[image: External link]
	Charlie Simms
	Scent of a Woman
	



	Al Pacino[image: External link] ‡
	Ricky Roma[image: External link]
	Glengarry Glen Ross[image: External link]
	



	David Paymer[image: External link] ‡
	Stan
	Mr. Saturday Night[image: External link]
	



	1993[image: External link]
	Tommy Lee Jones[image: External link] †
	Samuel Gerard
	The Fugitive[image: External link]
	



	Leonardo DiCaprio[image: External link] ‡
	Arnie Grape
	What's Eating Gilbert Grape[image: External link]
	



	Ralph Fiennes[image: External link] ‡
	Amon Göeth[image: External link]
	Schindler's List
	



	John Malkovich[image: External link] ‡
	Mitch Leary
	In the Line of Fire[image: External link]
	



	Sean Penn
	David Kleinfeld
	Carlito's Way[image: External link]
	



	1994[image: External link]
	Martin Landau[image: External link] †
	Bela Lugosi[image: External link]
	Ed Wood[image: External link]
	



	Kevin Bacon
	Wade
	The River Wild[image: External link]
	



	Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link] ‡
	Jules Winnfield
	Pulp Fiction[image: External link]
	



	Gary Sinise ‡
	Lt. Dan Taylor
	Forrest Gump
	



	John Turturro[image: External link]
	Herb Stempel[image: External link]
	Quiz Show[image: External link]
	



	1995[image: External link]
	Brad Pitt ‡
	Jeffrey Goines
	12 Monkeys[image: External link]
	



	Ed Harris ‡
	Gene Kranz[image: External link]
	Apollo 13
	



	John Leguizamo[image: External link]
	Chi-Chi Rodriguez
	To Wong Foo, Thanks for Everything! Julie Newmar[image: External link]
	



	Tim Roth[image: External link] ‡
	Archibald Cunningham
	Rob Roy[image: External link]
	



	Kevin Spacey †
	Roger "Verbal" Kint
	The Usual Suspects[image: External link]
	



	1996[image: External link]
	Edward Norton ‡
	Aaron Stampler
	Primal Fear[image: External link]
	



	Cuba Gooding Jr.[image: External link] †
	Rod Tidwell
	Jerry Maguire[image: External link]
	



	Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link]
	Carl Lee Hailey
	A Time To Kill[image: External link]
	



	Paul Scofield[image: External link]
	Judge Thomas Danforth[image: External link]
	The Crucible[image: External link]
	



	James Woods[image: External link] ‡
	Byron De La Beckwith[image: External link]
	Ghosts of Mississippi[image: External link]
	



	1997[image: External link]
	Burt Reynolds[image: External link] ‡
	Jack Horner
	Boogie Nights[image: External link]
	



	Rupert Everett[image: External link]
	George Downes
	My Best Friend's Wedding[image: External link]
	



	Anthony Hopkins[image: External link] ‡
	John Quincy Adams[image: External link]
	Amistad[image: External link]
	



	Greg Kinnear[image: External link] ‡
	Simon Bishop
	As Good as It Gets[image: External link]
	



	Jon Voight[image: External link]
	Leo F. Drummond
	The Rainmaker[image: External link]
	



	Robin Williams †
	Dr. Sean Maguire
	Good Will Hunting
	



	1998[image: External link]
	Ed Harris ‡
	Christof
	The Truman Show[image: External link]
	



	Robert Duvall[image: External link] ‡
	Jerome Facher
	A Civil Action[image: External link]
	



	Bill Murray[image: External link]
	Herman Blume
	Rushmore[image: External link]
	



	Geoffrey Rush ‡
	Philip Henslowe[image: External link]
	Shakespeare in Love
	



	Donald Sutherland[image: External link]
	Bill Bowerman[image: External link]
	Without Limits[image: External link]
	



	Billy Bob Thornton[image: External link] ‡
	Jacob Mitchell
	A Simple Plan[image: External link]
	



	1999[image: External link]
	Tom Cruise[image: External link] ‡
	Frank T.J. Mackey
	Magnolia[image: External link]
	



	Michael Caine[image: External link] †
	Dr. Wilbur Larch
	The Cider House Rules[image: External link]
	



	Michael Clarke Duncan ‡
	John Coffey
	The Green Mile[image: External link]
	



	Jude Law[image: External link] ‡
	Dickie Greenleaf
	The Talented Mr. Ripley[image: External link]
	



	Haley Joel Osment[image: External link] ‡
	Cole Sear
	The Sixth Sense[image: External link]
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 2000s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film
	Ref.



	2000[image: External link]
	Benicio del Toro †
	Javier Rodriguez
	Traffic
	



	Jeff Bridges[image: External link] ‡
	Jackson Evans
	The Contender[image: External link]
	



	Willem Dafoe ‡
	Max Schreck[image: External link]
	Shadow of the Vampire[image: External link]
	



	Albert Finney ‡
	Edward L. Masry[image: External link]
	Erin Brockovich[image: External link]
	



	Joaquin Phoenix ‡
	Commodus[image: External link]
	Gladiator
	



	2001[image: External link]
	Jim Broadbent †
	John Bayley[image: External link]
	Iris[image: External link]
	



	Steve Buscemi[image: External link]
	Seymour
	Ghost World[image: External link]
	



	Hayden Christensen[image: External link]
	Sam Monroe
	Life as a House[image: External link]
	



	Ben Kingsley ‡
	Don Logan
	Sexy Beast[image: External link]
	



	Jude Law[image: External link]
	Gigolo Joe
	A.I. Artificial Intelligence[image: External link]
	



	Jon Voight[image: External link] ‡
	Howard Cosell[image: External link]
	Ali[image: External link]
	



	2002[image: External link]
	Chris Cooper[image: External link] †
	John Laroche[image: External link]
	Adaptation[image: External link]
	



	Ed Harris ‡
	Richard Brown
	The Hours
	



	Paul Newman[image: External link] ‡
	John Rooney
	Road to Perdition[image: External link]
	



	Dennis Quaid
	Frank Whitaker
	Far from Heaven[image: External link]
	



	John C. Reilly[image: External link] ‡
	Amos Hart
	Chicago[image: External link]
	



	2003[image: External link]
	Tim Robbins[image: External link] †
	Dave Boyle
	Mystic River[image: External link]
	



	Alec Baldwin ‡
	Shelly Kaplow
	The Cooler[image: External link]
	



	Albert Finney
	Ed Bloom (Old)
	Big Fish[image: External link]
	



	William H. Macy[image: External link]
	"Tick Tock" McLaughlin
	Seabiscuit[image: External link]
	



	Peter Sarsgaard[image: External link]
	Chuck Lane[image: External link]
	Shattered Glass[image: External link]
	



	Ken Watanabe[image: External link] ‡
	Lord Moritsugu Katsumoto
	The Last Samurai[image: External link]
	



	2004[image: External link]
	Clive Owen[image: External link] ‡
	Larry Gray
	Closer[image: External link]
	



	David Carradine
	Bill[image: External link]
	Kill Bill: Volume 2[image: External link]
	



	Jamie Foxx[image: External link] ‡
	Max Durocher
	Collateral[image: External link]
	



	Thomas Haden Church[image: External link] ‡
	Jack Cole
	Sideways[image: External link]
	



	Morgan Freeman[image: External link] †
	Eddie "Scrap-Iron" Dupris
	Million Dollar Baby[image: External link]
	



	2005[image: External link]
	George Clooney †
	Bob Barnes
	Syriana[image: External link]
	



	Matt Dillon[image: External link] ‡
	John Ryan
	Crash[image: External link]
	



	Will Ferrell[image: External link]
	Franz Liebkind[image: External link]
	The Producers[image: External link]
	



	Paul Giamatti[image: External link] ‡
	Joe Gould[image: External link]
	Cinderella Man[image: External link]
	



	Bob Hoskins[image: External link]
	Vivian Van Damm[image: External link]
	Mrs Henderson Presents[image: External link]
	



	2006[image: External link]
	Eddie Murphy[image: External link] ‡
	James "Thunder" Early
	Dreamgirls[image: External link]
	



	Ben Affleck
	George Reeves
	Hollywoodland
	



	Jack Nicholson[image: External link]
	Frank Costello
	The Departed[image: External link]
	



	Brad Pitt
	Richard Jones
	Babel
	



	Mark Wahlberg[image: External link] ‡
	Staff Sgt. Sean Dignam
	The Departed[image: External link]
	



	2007[image: External link]
	Javier Bardem †
	Anton Chigurh[image: External link]
	No Country for Old Men[image: External link]
	



	Casey Affleck ‡
	Robert Ford[image: External link]
	The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford[image: External link]
	



	Philip Seymour Hoffman ‡
	Gust Avrakotos[image: External link]
	Charlie Wilson's War[image: External link]
	



	John Travolta[image: External link]
	Edna Turnblad
	Hairspray[image: External link]
	



	Tom Wilkinson[image: External link] ‡
	Arthur Edens
	Michael Clayton[image: External link]
	



	2008[image: External link]
	Heath Ledger (posthumous) †
	The Joker
	The Dark Knight[image: External link]
	



	Tom Cruise[image: External link]
	Les Grossman
	Tropic Thunder[image: External link]
	



	Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link] ‡
	Kirk Lazarus
	Tropic Thunder[image: External link]
	



	Ralph Fiennes[image: External link]
	William Cavendish[image: External link]
	The Duchess[image: External link]
	



	Philip Seymour Hoffman ‡
	Father Brendan Flynn
	Doubt[image: External link]
	



	2009[image: External link]
	Christoph Waltz[image: External link] †
	Col. Hans Landa[image: External link]
	Inglourious Basterds[image: External link]
	



	Matt Damon ‡
	Francois Pienaar[image: External link]
	Invictus[image: External link]
	



	Woody Harrelson[image: External link] ‡
	Capt. Tony Stone
	The Messenger[image: External link]
	



	Christopher Plummer[image: External link] ‡
	Leo Tolstoy[image: External link]
	The Last Station[image: External link]
	



	Stanley Tucci ‡
	George Harvey
	The Lovely Bones[image: External link]
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 2010s






	Year
	Actor
	Character
	Film
	Ref.



	2010[image: External link]
	Christian Bale †
	Dicky Eklund[image: External link]
	The Fighter[image: External link]
	



	Michael Douglas
	Gordon Gekko[image: External link]
	Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps[image: External link]
	



	Andrew Garfield[image: External link]
	Eduardo Saverin[image: External link]
	The Social Network
	



	Jeremy Renner ‡
	James "Jem" Coughlin
	The Town
	



	Geoffrey Rush ‡
	Lionel Logue[image: External link]
	The King's Speech[image: External link]
	



	2011[image: External link]
	Christopher Plummer[image: External link] †
	Hal Fields
	Beginners[image: External link]
	



	Kenneth Branagh[image: External link] ‡
	Laurence Olivier[image: External link]
	My Week with Marilyn[image: External link]
	



	Albert Brooks[image: External link]
	Bernie Rose
	Drive[image: External link]
	



	Jonah Hill[image: External link] ‡
	Peter Brand[image: External link]
	Moneyball[image: External link]
	



	Viggo Mortensen[image: External link]
	Sigmund Freud[image: External link]
	A Dangerous Method[image: External link]
	



	2012[image: External link]
	Christoph Waltz[image: External link] †
	Dr. King Schultz
	Django Unchained[image: External link]
	



	Alan Arkin[image: External link] ‡
	Lester Siegel
	Argo
	



	Leonardo DiCaprio[image: External link]
	Calvin J. Candie
	Django Unchained[image: External link]
	



	Philip Seymour Hoffman ‡
	Lancaster Dodd
	The Master[image: External link]
	



	Tommy Lee Jones[image: External link] ‡
	Thaddeus Stevens[image: External link]
	Lincoln[image: External link]
	



	2013[image: External link]
	Jared Leto[image: External link] †
	Rayon
	Dallas Buyers Club[image: External link]
	



	Barkhad Abdi[image: External link] ‡
	Abduwali Muse[image: External link]
	Captain Phillips[image: External link]
	



	Daniel Brühl[image: External link]
	Niki Lauda[image: External link]
	Rush[image: External link]
	



	Bradley Cooper ‡
	Richard "Richie" DiMaso
	American Hustle
	



	Michael Fassbender ‡
	Edwin Epps
	12 Years a Slave
	



	2014[image: External link]



	J. K. Simmons[image: External link] †
	Terence Fletcher
	Whiplash[image: External link]
	



	Robert Duvall[image: External link] ‡
	Judge Joseph Palmer
	The Judge[image: External link]
	



	Ethan Hawke[image: External link] ‡
	Mason Evans, Sr.
	Boyhood
	



	Edward Norton ‡
	Mike Shiner
	Birdman
	



	Mark Ruffalo ‡
	Dave Schultz[image: External link]
	Foxcatcher[image: External link]
	



	2015[image: External link]



	Sylvester Stallone[image: External link] ‡
	Rocky Balboa[image: External link]
	Creed[image: External link]
	



	Paul Dano[image: External link]
	Brian Wilson[image: External link]
	Love & Mercy[image: External link]
	



	Idris Elba[image: External link]
	The Commandant
	Beasts of No Nation[image: External link]
	



	Mark Rylance[image: External link] †
	Rudolf Abel[image: External link]
	Bridge of Spies[image: External link]
	



	Michael Shannon[image: External link]
	Rick Carver
	99 Homes[image: External link]
	



	2016[image: External link]



	Aaron Taylor-Johnson[image: External link] ×
	Ray Marcus
	Nocturnal Animals[image: External link]
	



	Mahershala Ali †
	Juan
	Moonlight
	



	Jeff Bridges[image: External link] ‡
	Marcus Hamilton
	Hell or High Water[image: External link]
	



	Simon Helberg[image: External link]
	Cosmé McMoon[image: External link]
	Florence Foster Jenkins[image: External link]
	



	Dev Patel[image: External link] ‡
	Saroo Brierley[image: External link]
	Lion[image: External link]
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 Multiple nominees







	

	2 nominations




	Eddie Albert[image: External link]

	Fred Astaire[image: External link]

	Richard Attenborough

	Jeff Bridges[image: External link]

	Michael Caine[image: External link]

	James Coco[image: External link]

	Sean Connery[image: External link]

	Tom Cruise[image: External link]

	Bruce Dern[image: External link]

	Leonardo DiCaprio[image: External link]

	Melvyn Douglas[image: External link]

	Charles Durning[image: External link]

	Ralph Fiennes[image: External link]

	Albert Finney

	Morgan Freeman[image: External link]

	Henry Gibson[image: External link]

	Joel Grey[image: External link]

	Harry Guardino[image: External link]

	Alec Guinness

	Edmund Gwenn[image: External link]

	Gene Hackman

	Dennis Hopper[image: External link]

	John Huston

	Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link]

	Tommy Lee Jones[image: External link]

	Raul Julia[image: External link]

	George Kennedy[image: External link]

	Ben Kingsley

	Martin Landau[image: External link]

	Jude Law[image: External link]

	Paul Mann[image: External link]

	Paul Newman[image: External link]

	Edward Norton

	Edmond O'Brien[image: External link]

	Laurence Olivier[image: External link]

	Al Pacino[image: External link]

	Joe Pesci[image: External link]

	Brad Pitt

	Christopher Plummer[image: External link]

	Tony Randall[image: External link]

	Gilbert Roland[image: External link]

	Geoffrey Rush

	Telly Savalas[image: External link]

	Peter Ustinov[image: External link]

	Jon Voight[image: External link]

	Christoph Waltz[image: External link]

	Oskar Werner[image: External link]

	Gig Young[image: External link]

	Efrem Zimbalist Jr.[image: External link]




	

	3 nominations




	Red Buttons[image: External link]

	Robert Duvall[image: External link]

	Hugh Griffith[image: External link]

	Philip Seymour Hoffman

	Jason Robards[image: External link]




	4 nominations




	Ed Harris




	5 nominations




	Jack Nicholson[image: External link]
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 Multiple winners





	2 wins




	Richard Attenborough (consecutive)

	Edmund Gwenn

	Martin Landau

	Edmond O'Brien

	Christoph Waltz
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 See also





	Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]

	BAFTA Award for Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]

	Independent Spirit Award for Best Supporting Male[image: External link]

	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]

	Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]
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Hollywoodland






This article is about the 2006 film. For the landmark in Hollywood, California (formerly known as "Hollywoodland"), see Hollywood Sign[image: External link]. For the attraction at Disney California Adventure Park[image: External link], see Hollywood Land[image: External link].

Hollywoodland is a 2006 American period[image: External link] mystery film[image: External link] directed by Allen Coulter[image: External link] and written by Paul Bernbaum. The story presents a fictionalized account of the circumstances surrounding the death of actor George Reeves (played by Ben Affleck), the star of the 1950s television series Adventures of Superman[image: External link]. Adrien Brody[image: External link] stars as a fictional character, Louis Simo, a private detective investigating Toni Mannix[image: External link] (Diane Lane[image: External link]), who was involved in a long romantic relationship with Reeves and was the common-law wife of MGM[image: External link] studio executive Eddie Mannix[image: External link] (Bob Hoskins[image: External link]). Reeves had ended the affair and had become engaged to a younger woman, aspiring actress Leonore Lemmon[image: External link] (Robin Tunney[image: External link]).

Development for Hollywoodland began in 2001 when Focus Features[image: External link] purchased Bernbaum's script titled Truth, Justice, and the American Way. Michael and Mark Polish[image: External link] were set to direct with Benicio del Toro in the lead role, but Focus Features placed the film in turnaround to Miramax Films[image: External link] the following year. Ultimately Truth, Justice, and the American Way became a joint production between the two studios and filming commenced in May 2005 with veteran television director Coulter making his feature directorial debut[image: External link]. Due to copyright issues with DC Comics[image: External link], the film was retitled Hollywoodland, released to generally positive reviews.



TOP
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 Plot




In June 1959, Louis Simo (Adrien Brody[image: External link]), a Los Angeles[image: External link] private investigator more interested in generating an income than in devotion to his clients, is spying on the wife of a man named Chester Sinclair to find if she is cheating. On a visit to his own ex-wife Laurie, Simo learns that his son is upset over the recent death of actor George Reeves, who played Superman[image: External link] on television. Reeves was found dead inside his Beverly Hills[image: External link] home with a gunshot wound to the head, which police ruled a suicide[image: External link].

Simo learns from a former police colleague that the Reeves suicide has aspects that the cops don't want to touch. Sensing the potential for making a name for himself, Simo begins investigating and notes several apparent conflicts with the official version of Reeves's death. He also bickers with Laurie over his failures as a father, particularly now when his son seems so troubled.

Years previously, in 1951, Reeves (Ben Affleck) is a charming man whose acting career has stalled since appearing in Gone with the Wind[image: External link]. He catches the eye of a beautiful woman and they end the night in each other's arms. In the morning, a newspaper photo reveals to Reeves that the woman is Toni Mannix[image: External link], the wife of Eddie Mannix[image: External link], the general manager of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link].

Frightened that an affair with a studio boss's wife will destroy what is left of his career, Reeves is angry that Toni did not tell him. She claims to have an open relationship with Mannix and tells him not to worry. The much wealthier Toni begins to buy Reeves expensive gifts such as a house, a car and jewelry.

Reeves lands the starring role in the television series Adventures of Superman[image: External link], based on the comic book hero. The role makes Reeves famous and gives him a steady income, but he longs for more "serious" work and is uncomfortable with the public's stereotype of him as Superman, resulting in snickers when he is seen on screen in the war film From Here to Eternity[image: External link].

As the years pass, Reeves becomes bitter at being a kept man and at Toni for not using her clout to help his career. He barbeques his Superman costume to "celebrate" the program's cancellation in 1958. He also meets a young woman in New York City[image: External link], actress Leonore Lemmon[image: External link], and leaves Toni for her. Toni is broken hearted and furious and seethes at her "mistreatment" by Reeves.

Simo initially suspects that Leonore might have accidentally shot Reeves during an argument and imagines how the scenario might have played out. Simo is beaten at his home by thugs, apparently working for Mannix, who are trying to scare him off the case. This and other evidence leads Simo to suspect that Mannix was the one who had Reeves murdered. Simo has a vision of how that killing would have occurred.

Sinclair murders his wife, having grown impatient waiting for Simo's report. A guilt-plagued Simo gets drunk, then visits his son's school, where his inebriation scares the boy. Simo visits Reeves' manager, Arthur Weissman, who has a home movie that Reeves shot to promote some wrestling work. Reeves' sadness and disappointment with his life is on display in the footage. Simo's final imagined variation on Reeves' death concludes with the actor shooting himself. This is the most vivid of the three scenarios, and Simo imagines himself in the upstairs bedroom watching the suicide.

Each of the scenes imagined by Simo begins with Reeves playing guitar and singing "Aquellos Ojos Verdes (Green Eyes)[image: External link]" in Spanish for his house guests. After each of the three imagined renditions, Reeves says goodnight to his guests, then retires to his bedroom upstairs, just before the gunshot.

Reeves' quest for success and Simo's realization of parallels to his own existence cause the detective to re-evaluate his life. Simo watches another home movie, this one of himself and Laurie and their son in happier days. He goes to Laurie's house wearing a suit and tie, greeting his son hopefully.
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 Cast





	
Adrien Brody[image: External link] as Louis Simo

	
Diane Lane[image: External link] as Toni Mannix[image: External link]


	
Ben Affleck as George Reeves


	
Bob Hoskins[image: External link] as Eddie Mannix[image: External link]


	
Robin Tunney[image: External link] as Leonore Lemmon[image: External link]


	
Kathleen Robertson[image: External link] as Carol Van Ronkel

	
Lois Smith[image: External link] as Helen Bessolo

	
Larry Cedar[image: External link] as Chester Sinclair

	
Caroline Dhavernas[image: External link] as Kit Holliday

	Kevin Hare as Robert Condon

	
Molly Parker[image: External link] as Laurie Simo

	
Zach Mills[image: External link] as Evan Simo

	
Neil Crone[image: External link] as Chuck

	
Seamus Dever[image: External link] as Phillip

	
Gareth Williams[image: External link] as Del

	
Dash Mihok[image: External link] as Det. Sgt. Jack Paterson

	Veronica Watt as Rita Hayworth[image: External link]


	
Joe Spano[image: External link] as Howard Strickling[image: External link]


	
Jeffrey DeMunn[image: External link] as Art Weissman
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 Production




Focus Features[image: External link] acquired a spec script written by Paul Bernbaum in December 2001 titled Truth, Justice, and the American Way. They courted Michael and Mark Polish[image: External link] to direct,[2] with Diane Lane[image: External link] attached to costar,[3] but Focus placed the film in turnaround[image: External link] in June 2002. Miramax Films[image: External link] picked up the rights and hoped for the Polish brothers to begin filming that year with Benicio del Toro as the potential lead,[4] a role also considered for Joaquin Phoenix. Kyle MacLachlan[image: External link] was in the running to play George Reeves, after an audition and having worked with the Polish brothers on Northfork[image: External link],[5] while Hugh Jackman[image: External link], Colin Firth and Mark Ruffalo were reportedly the top contenders.[6][7] However, the Polish brothers were replaced with television director Allen Coulter[image: External link] over creative differences.[8] Filming was pushed back to April 2004, and Del Toro was still attached to the lead role, pending script revisions. Ben Affleck, Dennis Quaid and Viggo Mortensen[image: External link] were added to the list of actors under consideration for George Reeves, alongside Sharon Stone[image: External link] and Annette Bening for Toni Mannix.[9] The film was finally greenlit when the project moved back to Focus Features in 2005, and Howard Korder[image: External link] was brought on to an unaccredited rewrite of Bernbaum's script.[10]

Adrien Brody[image: External link] was cast as Louis Simo and Affleck eventually won the supporting role of Reeves. He saw Truth, Justice, and the American Way as an opportunity to disassociate himself from the many big budget action films he had been starring in. It marked his first leading or supporting role in a film in two years. “I was really unhappy finding myself perpetually in the sights of paparazzi cameras and in the gossip magazines. This character was broken, but he’s also the archetype of all those kinds of guys I had played — the actual, real version, which is damaged and somehow unhappy and trying to be something other than what he is. And to me that made it infinitely more interesting.”[5] Affleck watched all 108 episodes of the Adventures of Superman[image: External link], met with Jack Larson[image: External link], the actor who portrayed Jimmy Olsen[image: External link] in the TV show, read various books about Reeves' life and death, and gained 20 pounds to closely resemble the actor with contact lenses and subtle use of facial prosthesis. In addition he listened to hours of Reeves' voice on CD so he could get the same intonations and timbre.[11] Filming began in Toronto, Canada in May 2005.[12]

During its production, Hollywoodland went through many rounds of getting clearance from Warner Bros. Pictures to use different aspects of Reeves's Superman persona to reflect the actual nature of his career. Time Warner[image: External link] is the parent company of both Warner Bros. and DC Comics[image: External link] and as such has all final say in the depiction of characters relating to their properties. The film's first title was Truth, Justice, and the American Way, Superman's well-known patriotic catchphrase[image: External link], but Warner Bros. threatened legal action unless the film's title was changed so as not to associate the classic slogan with Reeves's death—especially since Warner Bros. was banking the film Superman Returns[image: External link] which was released a few months earlier in June 2006. The filmmakers changed the title to Hollywoodland, not as a reflection of the ailing Hollywood Sign[image: External link], but in reference to the general milieu of "movieland" itself. The filmmakers wished to use the familiar filmed opening of Adventures of Superman[image: External link] in context within Hollywoodland, but Warner Bros. refused to license clips from the show itself. The movie recreated the show's opening and substituted a re-recorded version of the opening theme.[11]
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 Historical liberties




Hollywoodland takes liberties with actual historical events for dramatic purposes. Several events and places are condensed to fit into the film, including:


	The film states that if the first season of Adventures of Superman was successful, they would film in color the second season. The series did not film in color until the third season.

	During a personal appearance at a children's western show, George Reeves meets a boy with a loaded gun, who almost shoots bullets at him. Reeves talks him into giving up the gun by saying that they would bounce off him, but hurt innocent bystanders. Although Reeves repeated this story himself, researchers have never been able to find anything to corroborate the story.[13][14]


	The depiction of Reeves's scenes in From Here to Eternity[image: External link] suffering audience derision at a test screening (and subsequent cutting of his scenes) is part of an urban legend. No test screenings took place, and the finished film includes all Reeves's scenes that were present in the original shooting script. No alternate cuts of the film have ever been proven to exist.[13][15][16]
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 Reception




Hollywoodland received generally positive reviews, garnering a 68% fresh rating on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]. Ben Affleck earned the Volpi Cup[image: External link] for Best Actor at the Venice Film Festival[image: External link] for his portrayal as George Reeves.[17] He was also nominated for the Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actor – Motion Picture, but lost to Eddie Murphy[image: External link] for his performance in Dreamgirls[image: External link].

Hoskins and Lane have also been applauded for their performances. Critics at The Wall Street Journal and Vanity Fair called this film and 2005's Brokeback Mountain (also from Focus Features[image: External link]) Oscar contenders, but the film never received any Oscar nominations.

The film debuted at #2 at the box office. Shot on a budget of $28 million[18] Hollywoodland grossed $14,426,251 in the United States as of October 26, 2006. A further foreign gross of $1,878,000, plus $9,140,000 in DVD rentals and a spot in the top ten DVD sales for its first three weeks of release.[19]
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 Accolades






	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result



	Golden Globe Awards
	Best Supporting Actor
	Ben Affleck
	Nominated



	Broadcast Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]



	Chicago Film Critics Association Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor
	Won



	Hollywood Film Awards[image: External link]
	Supporting Actor of the Year



	Venice Film Festival[image: External link]
	Best Actor



	St. Louis Gateway Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography
	Jonathan Freeman
	Nominated
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Gone Baby Gone






For the book which this film is based on, see Gone, Baby, Gone (novel).

Gone Baby Gone is a 2007 American neo-noir[image: External link] mystery[image: External link] drama film[image: External link] directed by Ben Affleck (in his feature-length directorial debut) and starring his brother Casey Affleck. The screenplay by Ben Affleck and Aaron Stockard is based on the novel of the same name by Dennis Lehane, author of Mystic River[image: External link] and Shutter Island[image: External link]. The plot centers on two private investigators, Patrick Kenzie and Angie Gennaro, hunting for an abducted four-year-old girl from the Boston[image: External link] neighborhood of Dorchester[image: External link].



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Plot




Boston P.I.[image: External link] Patrick Kenzie (Casey Affleck) and his partner/girlfriend Angie Gennaro (Michelle Monaghan[image: External link]) witness a televised plea by a woman named Helene McCready (Amy Ryan) for the return of her missing daughter Amanda, who was abducted with her favorite doll "Mirabelle". Patrick and Angie are then hired by the child's aunt Beatrice (Amy Madigan[image: External link]) to find Amanda. Using his connections in the Boston crime underground, Patrick discovers that Helene and her boyfriend "Skinny Ray" (Sean Malone) were drug mules[image: External link] for a local Haitian drug lord[image: External link] named Cheese (Edi Gathegi[image: External link]) and had recently stolen over $130,000 from him. After tracking down Ray and discovering he has been murdered by Cheese's men, Patrick and Angie join police detectives[image: External link] Remy Bressant (Ed Harris) and Nick Poole (John Ashton)[image: External link] in investigating the case. Patrick meets with Cheese and tries to negotiate the return of Cheese's stolen money for Amanda, but Cheese initially denies his involvement in the girl's disappearance. Police Captain Jack Doyle (Morgan Freeman[image: External link]) later reads Patrick a telephone transcript of the drug lord calling into the station to set up an exchange for Amanda. The exchange at a nearby quarry[image: External link] in Quincy[image: External link] is botched after a gunfight breaks out, killing Cheese and his men. It is believed that Amanda fell in the quarry and drowned in the confusion; her doll is retrieved from the water and returned to Helene. Doyle, whose own daughter was killed years before, takes responsibility for the death and goes into early retirement following public outcry over the mishap.

Two months later, a seven-year-old boy is abducted in Everett[image: External link] and Patrick receives information that the boy was taken by a known child molester[image: External link]. After entering the suspect's house and finding evidence of the abducted boy, Patrick returns with Remy and Nick late at night to rescue him. A shootout ensues with the residents and Nick is lethally wounded. Patrick enters the house and finds the boy's dead body; he then shoots the surrendering child molester in the back of the head in a fit of rage. Trying to alleviate Patrick's guilt, Remy confides that he once planted evidence on someone with the help of "Skinny Ray" — whom he had initially told Patrick he didn't know. After Nick's funeral, Patrick speaks to a police officer, who tells him that Remy had been asking about the drug lord's stolen money before the drug lord knew it was missing. Patrick then questions Beatrice's husband Lionel (Titus Welliver[image: External link]) in a bar and pieces together that Lionel and Remy had conspired to stage a fake kidnapping in order to take the drug money for themselves and to teach Amanda's neglectful mother Helene a lesson. At that point, Remy (trying to cover for his earlier mistake) enters the bar wearing a latex[image: External link] mask and holding a shotgun, staging a robbery to interrupt the conversation. Patrick realizes Remy plans to kill him and Lionel to keep them quiet, but the bartender shoots Remy twice in the back. Remy flees and is pursued by Patrick to the rooftop of a nearby building, where he succumbs to his wounds.

Patrick is questioned by the police about Remy's death and learns that the police never had a phone transcript like the one that Doyle had read to him prior to the botched exchange. The police dismiss his claims of Remy's corruption as conspiracy theory and Patrick does not press the issue further. Patrick and Angie drive to Doyle's home, where Patrick finds Amanda alive and well living with Doyle and his wife. Doyle was part of the phony kidnapping all along and helped set up the fake exchange to frame Cheese and throw Patrick off the scent. Patrick threatens to call the authorities, but Doyle attempts to convince him that Amanda is better off living with them than with her neglectful mother, and that is reason enough not to get involved. Patrick leaves and discusses the choices with Angie, who says she will leave him if he calls the police, since she also believes Amanda is much better off with the Doyles. However, Patrick believes Amanda's mother can change and she shouldn't be denied her child, so he calls the police; Doyle and Lionel are arrested, Amanda is returned to her mother amidst heavy publicity, and Patrick and Angie break up.

Patrick later visits Amanda as Helene is about to leave on a date with someone she met during the publicity over her daughter's disappearance. Helene informs Patrick that Beatrice has been forbidden to visit and is upset about her husband's arrest. Helene has no babysitter for Amanda and when asked, she tells Patrick that Helene's friend, Dottie (Jill Quigg) will watch her, even though she has yet to ask Dottie herself. Patrick volunteers to watch Amanda, who is holding her old doll and watching television. Patrick asks Amanda about Mirabelle, only to hear Amanda inform him that her doll's name is "Annabelle" — implying that Helene did not even know the name of her daughter's favorite toy.
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 Cast





	
Casey Affleck - Patrick Kenzie

	
Michelle Monaghan[image: External link] - Angie Gennaro

	
Morgan Freeman[image: External link] - Captain Jack Doyle

	
Ed Harris - Detective Sergeant Remy Bressant

	
John Ashton[image: External link] - Detective Nick Poole

	
Amy Ryan - Helene McCready

	Madeline O'Brien - Amanda McCready

	
Amy Madigan[image: External link] - Beatrice "Bea" McCready

	
Titus Welliver[image: External link] - Lionel McCready

	
Slaine[image: External link] - Bubba Rogowski

	
Edi Gathegi[image: External link] - Cheese

	
Mark Margolis[image: External link] - Leon Trett

	
Michael K. Williams[image: External link] - Devin

	Jill Quigg - Dottie
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 Production




Filming took place on site in Boston (mainly South Boston[image: External link]) and extras were often local passers-by. Other locations used include the former Quincy Quarries[image: External link].[2]
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 Release




Released on October 19, 2007, the film grossed $20.3 million in the U.S. and Canada and $14.3 million in other territories, for a worldwide total of $34.6 million against its $19 million budget.[1]

The UK release was originally set for December 28, 2007, but was pushed back to June 6, 2008, due to the disappearance of Madeleine McCann[image: External link].[3] The Malaysian[image: External link] release was originally set for September 20, 2007, but was postponed to March 27, 2008, due to the kidnapping and murder of eight-year-old Nurin Jazlin[image: External link].
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 Reception
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 Critical reception




The film garnered a positive reception from critics and audiences. The movie won an assortment of awards, including Best First Film for Ben Affleck from the Austin Film Critics Association. As of April 25, 2014, the review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported 94% of critics gave the film positive reviews, based on 173 reviews, with an average rating of 7.7/10. The critical consensus states that "Ben Affleck proves his directing credentials in this gripping dramatic thriller, drawing strong performances from the excellent cast and bringing working-class Boston to the screen."[4] The review aggregator Metacritic[image: External link] reported the film had an average score of 72 out of 100, based on 34 reviews.[5]

Peter Travers of Rolling Stone raved "The brothers Affleck both emerge triumphant in this mesmerizing thriller,"[6] while the New York Post called it "a twisty, morally ambiguous and satisfying neo-noir[image: External link]."[7] Patrick Radden Keefe criticized the film for overstating the case in an otherwise laudable attempt to "capture Boston in all its sordid glory," writing that "The result is not so much what Mean Streets[image: External link] did for New York[image: External link] as what Deliverance[image: External link] did for Appalachia[image: External link]."[8]

In the U.K., Gone Baby Gone received extremely positive reviews, including a five-star rating from Chris Tookey of the Daily Mail[image: External link].[9]

Ryan's performance in particular was singled out for acclaim, resulting in wins for the Broadcast Film Critics Association Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] and National Board of Review Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link], as well as nominations for the Academy Award, Golden Globe Award, and Screen Actors Guild Award.

In an issue of Vrij Nederland[image: External link], Dutch[image: External link] critic and writer Arnon Grunberg[image: External link] called the book good, but the movie better, saying "Gone Baby Gone might not be a perfect film, but it's definitely an important one, if only to raise the question: 'What is home?'"[10]
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 Top 10 lists




The film appeared on 65 critics' top ten lists of the best films of 2007.[11][12]


	2nd – Christy Lemire, Associated Press[13]


	4th – Ben Lyons[image: External link], The Daily 10[image: External link]


	6th – Richard Roeper[image: External link], At the Movies with Ebert & Roeper[image: External link]


	6th – Michael Medved[image: External link], The Best and Worst of 2007


	7th – James Berardinelli, ReelViews

	8th – Noel Murray, The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	9th – Keith Phipps, The A.V. Club
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 Awards and nominations






	Award
	Category
	Subject
	Result



	Academy Award
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Amy Ryan
	Nominated



	Alliance of Women Film Journalists Association Award
	Best Supporting Actress
	Won



	Austin Film Critics Association Award[image: External link]
	Best First Film
	Ben Affleck
	Won



	Boston Society of Film Critics Award[image: External link]
	Best New Filmmaker[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Amy Ryan
	Won



	Best Acting Ensemble[image: External link]
	The entire cast
	Nominated



	Broadcast Film Critics Association Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Amy Ryan
	Won



	Chicago Film Critics Association Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Most Promising Filmmaker
	Ben Affleck
	Won



	Dallas-Fort Worth Film Critics Association Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Amy Ryan
	Nominated



	Detroit Film Critics Society Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress
	Nominated



	Florida Film Critics Circle Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Won



	Golden Globe Award
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Hollywood Film Festival Award[image: External link]
	Breakthrough Director of the Year
	Ben Affleck
	Won



	Houston Film Critics Association Award
	Best Supporting Actress
	Amy Ryan
	Won



	Houston Film Critics Society Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor
	Casey Affleck
	Nominated



	Irish Film & Television Award[image: External link]
	Best International Actor
	Nominated



	Los Angeles Film Critics Association Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Amy Ryan
	Won



	National Board of Review Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Won



	Best Directorial Debut
	Ben Affleck
	Won



	National Society of Film Critics Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Amy Ryan
	Nominated



	New York Film Critics Circle Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Won



	Oklahoma Film Critics Circle Award
	Best Supporting Actress
	Won



	Best Feature Film
	Ben Affleck
	Won



	Online Film Critics Association Award
	Best Supporting Actress
	Amy Ryan
	Nominated



	Online Film Critics Society Award[image: External link]
	Best Breakthrough Filmmaker[image: External link]
	Ben Affleck
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Amy Ryan
	Won



	Phoenix Film Critics Society Award
	Best Supporting Actress
	Won



	Prism Award
	Best Performance in a Feature Film
	Casey Affleck
	Won



	San Diego Film Critics Circle
	Best Supporting Actress
	Amy Ryan
	Won



	San Francisco Film Critics Circle Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Won



	Satellite Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Won



	Screen Actors Guild Award
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Southeastern Film Critics Association Award
	Best Supporting Actress
	Won



	St. Louis Gateway Critics Award
	Best Supporting Actress
	Won



	Toronto Film Critics Association Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Utah Film Critics Award
	Best Supporting Actress
	Won



	Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Won
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 Home media




The film was released on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] on February 12, 2008. Extras include an audio commentary[image: External link] by Ben Affleck and Aaron Stockard, deleted scenes[image: External link], and two behind-the-scenes featurettes. The film was released on DVD and Blu-ray in Australia[image: External link] on September 10, 2008, in which the ending depicts Monaghan's character imploring Affleck's character to return the child to her biological mother.
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 Soundtrack




The soundtrack to Gone Baby Gone was released on October 16, 2007.



	No.
	Title
	Artist
	Length



	1.
	"Opening Titles"
	Harry Gregson-Williams[image: External link]
	2:56



	2.
	"Media Circus"
	Harry Gregson-Williams
	2:05



	3.
	"Amanda Taken"
	Harry Gregson-Williams
	1:36



	4.
	"Helena & Cheese"
	Harry Gregson-Williams
	1:40



	5.
	"Lionel"
	Harry Gregson-Williams
	1:32



	6.
	"Remy Lies"
	Harry Gregson-Williams
	2:32



	7.
	"Ransom"
	Harry Gregson-Williams
	6:42



	8.
	"3 Shots"
	Harry Gregson-Williams
	3:27



	9.
	"The Truth"
	Harry Gregson-Williams
	3:56



	10.
	"Confronting Doyle"
	Harry Gregson-Williams
	3:57



	11.
	"Gone Baby Gone"
	Harry Gregson-Williams
	4:51



	Total length:
	34:54[14]
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The Town (2010 film)





The Town is a 2010 American crime drama[image: External link] film co-written, directed by and starring Ben Affleck, adapted from Chuck Hogan's novel Prince of Thieves.[4][5] It also stars Rebecca Hall[image: External link], Jon Hamm[image: External link], Jeremy Renner, Blake Lively[image: External link], Titus Welliver[image: External link], Pete Postlethwaite[image: External link] and Chris Cooper[image: External link] and follows a group of Boston[image: External link] bank robbers who set out to get one final score by robbing Fenway Park[image: External link].

The film premiered on September 8, 2010 at the Venice Film Festival[image: External link] before being released in the United States on September 17, 2010 to positive reviews. Renner was nominated for the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] for his performance, while Postlethwaite was posthumously nominated for the BAFTA Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link].
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 Plot




Four lifelong friends from the Boston[image: External link] neighborhood of Charlestown[image: External link], Douglas "Doug" MacRay, James "Jem" Coughlin, Albert "Gloansy" MacGloan, and Desmond "Dez" Elden, rob a bank. They take the manager, Claire Keesey, hostage, but release her unharmed. When they find out Claire lives in their neighborhood, Doug begins to follow her to find out how much she has told the authorities, and to make sure that Jem does not eliminate her as a witness. Soon a romance grows between them, which Doug hides from the gang. As they grow closer, Doug tells Claire of his search for his long-lost mother, whom he believes went to live with his aunt in Tangerine, Florida[image: External link]. He also recounts his chance to be a professional hockey player which he threw away for a life of crime, following in his father's footsteps. She in turn tells Doug that she saw a tattoo on one of the robbers, and he realizes that she can identify Jem and send them all to jail. He knows that Jem will kill her if he discovers the truth, so he persuades her that the authorities cannot protect her, and she decides not to tell the police.

After Claire tells Doug about being harassed and her car vandalized by Alex, a local thug, Doug enlists Jem for a favor, which they can never talk about. Doug and Jem don hockey masks and violently assault the offenders without Jem knowing the true reason for the favor is to protect Claire.

FBI[image: External link] Agent Adam Frawley surveils the gang and recognizes their ties to local crime lord Fergus "Fergie" Colm, who has another robbery planned for them. During a visit to his father Stephen in prison, Doug reveals his plans to leave Boston and go to Florida. The gang's next robbery in the North End[image: External link] goes awry, and the gang barely escapes. The gang is interrogated by Frawley, but he fails to get any confessions and is forced to release them. Doug asks Claire if she will go away with him, and she agrees. When Frawley learns that Claire quit her job, he wiretaps her phone, and threatens to prosecute her as an accomplice after realizing that she is seeing Doug. Shocked to discover that her lover was one of her assailants, she is forced to cooperate with the FBI and breaks up with Doug. Meanwhile, Fergie and Jem are pressuring Doug about the next heist, but Doug is determined to get out. Fergie threatens to kill Claire if Doug does not go through with the job, and reveals to Doug how he controlled his father by making his mother an addict, which led to her suicide. Doug gives in but swears that he will kill Fergie if anything happens to Claire.

At Fenway Park[image: External link], Doug and Jem enter disguised as Boston police[image: External link] officers, steal $3,500,000 in gate cash, and prepare to escape in an ambulance disguised as paramedics. Doug's ex-girlfriend and Jem's sister Krista, threatened by Frawley and heartbroken by Doug's going away without her, reveals enough for the FBI to surround Fenway before the gang can get out. The gang is caught in a firefight with FBI SWAT[image: External link], and Dez and Gloansy are killed. Frawley spots Jem and they exchange gunfire. Jem, determined not to go back to prison and out of ammunition, commits suicide by cop[image: External link] by running out of cover with his guns unloaded and is killed. Knowing that Claire is in danger and that he will never escape as long as Fergie is alive, Doug murders Fergie and his bodyguard and calls Claire. Watching from across the street via binoculars, Doug sees that the FBI are with Claire as she tells him to come over, he at first thinks she means to betray him, but eventually she gives him a clue to warn him away, which he picks up on. So Doug flees instead, donning an MBTA[image: External link] uniform and escaping on a train; having left a note on Frawley's car for him to "Go Fuck Yourself". Later, whilst gardening, Claire finds a bag buried containing the stolen money, a tangerine, and a note from Doug, suggesting that she can make better use of the money than he can, and that they'll hopefully see each other again. Claire donates the money, in memory of Doug's mother, to refurbish the local ice hockey arena where Doug once played. From the deck of a small house, Doug looks out over the water, forlorn and alone, but seemingly safe in Florida.
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 Cast






	
Ben Affleck as Douglas "Doug" MacRay

	
Rebecca Hall[image: External link] as Claire Keesey

	
Jon Hamm[image: External link] as FBI[image: External link] Special Agent Adam Frawley

	
Jeremy Renner as James "Jem" Coughlin

	
Blake Lively[image: External link] as Krista "Kris" Coughlin

	
Chris Cooper[image: External link] as Stephen MacRay

	
Pete Postlethwaite[image: External link] as Fergus "Fergie" Colm

	
Slaine[image: External link] as Albert "Gloansy" MacGloan

	Owen Burke as Desmond "Dez" Elden

	
Titus Welliver[image: External link] as Officer Dino Ciampa

	Dennis McLaughlin as Rusty

	Brian Scannell as Henry

	Isaac Bordoy as Alex Colazzo

	Jack Neary as Arnold Washton

	Edward O'Keefe as Morton Previt

	
Victor Garber as David
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 Production
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 Pre-production




In 2006, director Adrian Lyne[image: External link] brought Chuck Hogan's novel Prince of Thieves to producer Graham King[image: External link]. King in turn showed it to Warner Bros. studio, who agreed to make an adaptation directed by Lyne and written by Sheldon Turner[image: External link].[6] Given screenwriting attempts by Turner, Hogan himself and screenwriter Peter Craig[image: External link] did not manage to build a script that fit Warner's requirement for a standard two-hour length movie with a $37 million budget.[7] By 2008, The Town was decided as the title and Ben Affleck, fresh off his directorial debut in Gone Baby Gone, was brought in to serve as star, director and co-writer.[8] Affleck wanted to direct a movie "I personally researched and understood", inviting high school classmate Aaron Stockard to work with him on the script, and travelling to Boston to research on the subject. While Affleck had grown up in Cambridge, Massachusetts, he barely heard of Charlestown before joining the project. Affleck and Stockard conducted many interviews with the Charlestown community, as well as the FBI Violent Crimes Task Force in Boston.[7] Later the film's actors also researched within the community to make for more believable characters and performances. Charlestown locals also joined the cast, mostly as extras.[9]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filming




Filming[image: External link] began in late August 2009 in Boston[image: External link].[10][11] The former MASSBank branch located in Melrose, Massachusetts[image: External link], was used as the location for the first robbery of the film, taking on the name Cambridge Merchants Bank[12] (the exterior shots, however, are of Cambridge Savings Bank in Harvard Square). Filming also took place at Mohegan Sun[image: External link] in Uncasville, Connecticut[image: External link], for casino scenes,[13] Massachusetts Correctional Institution – Cedar Junction[image: External link] in Walpole, Massachusetts[image: External link], for use of their visiting room, and at Anderson Regional Transportation Center[image: External link] in Woburn, Massachusetts[image: External link], for the ending Amtrak scenes.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Release




The Town was shown at the Venice Film Festival[image: External link] and premiered at Boston's Fenway Park[image: External link]. The film was released in the United States on September 17, 2010.
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 Box office




The film took #1 at the box office during its opening weekend, taking in $23.8 million.[14] The Town grossed $92.1 million in the United States and Canada with an additional $61.8 million in other territories for a total of $154 million worldwide on a production budget of $37 million.[15][3]
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 Home media




The film was released on Blu-ray Disc[image: External link] and DVD[image: External link] on December 17, 2010. Both versions include special features and an audio commentary[image: External link] including a look at Affleck as a director and actor. The extended/unrated version is a Blu-ray/DVD/Digital Copy bundle which includes 28 minutes of additional footage, taking the runtime to over 153 minutes.[16]

On March 6, 2011, the three-disc The Town: Ultimate Collector's Edition DVD/ Blu-ray[image: External link] set was released. This set includes the previously released theatrical and extended cut Blu-ray disc as well as a second Blu-ray disc and a DVD which feature a new extended cut with an alternate, darker ending.[17]
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 2012 re-release




On February 5, 2012, to promote the upcoming The Town: Ultimate Collector's Edition set, the AMC Loews[image: External link] Boston Common[image: External link] theater hosted an "exclusive engagement" of The Town (Take 2), wherein three showings of the film were shown with the alternate ending featured in the new home media release. Immediately preceding each screening, a vice president from Warner Bros. Home Entertainment[image: External link] thanked all those in attendance, including Titus Welliver (Dino Ciampa), Dennis McLaughlin (Rusty), and Affleck's mother, for coming out and supporting director Affleck's "preferred" version of the film, leading to a short, prerecorded introduction by Affleck himself. Earlier that day, the intersection of Tremont and Avery streets was temporarily renamed "The Town Take 2 Place" in a small ceremony, attended by Welliver and Boston city officials.[18]
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 Reception
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 Critical response




The Town received critical acclaim, with critics praising the film's action sequences, Affleck's direction, and Renner's performance. Review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gave the film a "Certified Fresh" rating of 94%, based on 215 reviews, with an average rating of 7.7/10. The site's consensus reads, "Tense, smartly written, and wonderfully cast, The Town proves that Ben Affleck has rediscovered his muse -- and that he's a director to be reckoned with."[19] Metacritic[image: External link] gives the film a score of 74 out of 100, based on 42 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[20]

Roger Ebert[image: External link] gave the film 3 out of 4 stars, praising Renner's performance and Affleck's direction.[21] In his review for The New York Times, A. O. Scott[image: External link] commented on the opening heist, "That sequence, like most of the other action set pieces in the film, is lean, brutal and efficient, and evidence of Mr. Affleck’s skill and self-confidence as a director."[22] Xan Brooks, in The Guardian[image: External link], wrote that the action sequences were "sharply orchestrated" but added "it's a bogus, bull-headed enterprise all the same; a film that leaves no cliche untrampled."[23] Justin Chang wrote in Variety that the action scenes strike "an ideal balance between kineticism and clarity" aided by cinematographer Robert Elswit[image: External link] and film editor Dylan Tichenor[image: External link].[24] Richard Roeper[image: External link] of the Chicago Sun Times[image: External link] gave the film an A+, noting that he found the film incredibly similar to Michael Mann[image: External link]'s Heat[image: External link], which he described as "one of [his] favorite movies of all time."[25] The reviewers at Spill.com[image: External link] also praised one of the shootout scenes, saying "It is surely the best shootout scene we have seen in decades."[26] Writing in the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, Laremy Lengel titled his review "The Town Works Best if You Avoid the Heat," also referencing Mann's film.[27]

As a Boston-based crime drama, the film forms part of a "crime-movie subgenre" typically marked by "flavorsome accents, pungent atmosphere and fatalistic undertow", according to Chang. Within that subgenre, which includes The Boondock Saints[image: External link], The Departed[image: External link], Mystic River[image: External link] and Affleck's Gone Baby Gone, The Town is more of a straightforward crime-procedural and has a more optimistic outlook.[24]
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 Accolades






	Award
	Category
	Subject
	Result



	National Board of Review[image: External link]
	Top Ten Films
	
	Won



	Best Acting by an Ensemble Cast
	
	Won



	Broadcast Film Critics Association Award[image: External link]
	Best Film[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	Best Cast[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	Best Screenplay[image: External link]
	Ben Affleck, Peter Craig and Aaron Stockard
	Nominated



	Best Action Film[image: External link]
	
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Jeremy Renner
	Nominated



	Academy Award
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Golden Globe Award
	Best Supporting Actor
	Nominated



	Screen Actors Guild Award
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Dallas–Fort Worth Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	National Society of Film Critics[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	St. Louis Gateway Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	San Diego Film Critics Society[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Blake Lively[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Satellite Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Jeremy Renner
	Nominated



	Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]
	Peter Craig[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Aaron Stockard
	Nominated



	Ben Affleck
	Nominated



	Best Director[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Editing[image: External link]
	Dylan Tichenor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Producers Guild of America[image: External link]
	Best Film
	
	Nominated



	BAFTA Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]
	Pete Postlethwaite[image: External link] (posthumous)
	Nominated
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 Charlestown, bank robbery, and crime




A voice in the trailer of the film says: "There are over 300 bank robberies in Boston every year. Most of these professionals live in a 1-square-mile neighborhood called Charlestown." In fact, there were 23 reported bank robberies in the entire state of Massachusetts in the first quarter of 2010, compared with 49 in Illinois and 136 in California, according to the FBI.[28]

The film itself, however, only states that "One blue-collar Boston neighborhood has produced more bank robbers and armored car thieves than anywhere in the world." It then quotes an unnamed Boston Robbery Task Force Federal Agent as saying, "Bank robbery became like a trade in Charlestown, passed down from father to son." During the film, Agent Frawley tells Claire something along these lines, and says that when the BPD gets a call about an armored car robbery it has become standard procedure to close the Charlestown Bridge[image: External link].

The film ends with a written disclaimer: "Charlestown's reputation as a breeding ground for armed robbers is authentic. However, this film all but ignores the great majority of the residents of Charlestown, past and present, who are the same good and true people found most anywhere,"[29] to whom the film is dedicated.

According to a September 2010 article in The Boston Globe, Charlestown was once known as an area where bank robbers were concentrated, but has not been since the mid-1990s, and the subject has been a sore point for "Townies". Now much of the neighborhood has been gentrified[image: External link]. The paper reported there is some sense of rivalry between Townies, people who lived in the historically Irish-Catholic neighborhood for decades, and "Toonies", largely white-collar workers who arrived with gentrification, but most of that has died down.[28][30] The film makes reference to the definition of "Toonies" during one of Doug and Claire's dates.

In the early 1990s, an increase in the number of bank and armored car robberies by Townies focused attention on Charlestown. In one heist in Hudson, New Hampshire[image: External link], two guards were killed, and is alluded to in the film - during a scene where Agent Frawley is briefing his task force, he mentions that Doug's father is serving life for a notorious robbery in Nashua[image: External link]. According to Frawley, the elder MacRay hijacked a "bread truck" (armored car) up to New Hampshire, and when one of the guards saw his face, he executed both of them with their own weapons. Frawley notes that this incident led to the passing of regulations prohibiting the driver from leaving the cab even if his partner is being held at gunpoint. Charles Hogan got the idea for his novel, on which the film is based, in 1995. "It was just so remarkable that this one very small community was the focus for bank robbers," he said, but he was very aware that crime was only one part of the community, and he did not want to make all residents of the neighborhood look like criminals.[31] At the film's premiere, Affleck made a similar statement: "Charlestown isn’t full of bank robbers[image: External link] and Dorchester[image: External link] isn’t full of bad guys and Southie[image: External link] isn't full of math geniuses or bad people."[32]

Jack O'Callahan[image: External link], a Charlestown native born in 1957, said there was an element of crime in Charlestown when he grew up there, "But it didn't bleed into the neighborhood. And those guys were pretty good parents who went to church on Sundays. They were gangsters, but they were good neighbors."[28]
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Argo (2012 film)






Argo is a 2012 American historical[image: External link] drama film[image: External link] directed by Ben Affleck. The screenplay by Chris Terrio is adapted from U.S. Central Intelligence Agency operative Tony Mendez[image: External link]'s book The Master of Disguise and Joshuah Bearman[image: External link]'s 2007 Wired[image: External link] article "The Great Escape: How the CIA Used a Fake Sci-Fi Flick to Rescue Americans from Tehran."[3] The latter deals with the "Canadian Caper[image: External link],"[3] in which Mendez led the rescue of six U.S. diplomats from Tehran[image: External link], Iran, under the guise of filming a science fiction film during the 1979–1981 Iran hostage crisis.[4]

The film stars Affleck as Mendez with Bryan Cranston, Alan Arkin[image: External link] and John Goodman[image: External link] in supporting roles, and was released in the United States on October 12, 2012. The film was produced by Grant Heslov[image: External link], Affleck and George Clooney.

Upon release, Argo received widespread acclaim, with praise directed towards the acting (particularly Arkin), Affleck's direction, Terrio's screenplay, the editing and Desplat's score. The film received seven nominations at the 85th Academy Awards[image: External link] and won three, for Best Picture, Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link] and Best Film Editing[image: External link]. The film also earned five Golden Globe Award nominations, winning Best Motion Picture – Drama and Best Director, while being nominated for Best Supporting Actor – Motion Picture for Alan Arkin. It won Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture at the 19th Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link], with Arkin being nominated for Outstanding Performance by a Male Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]. It also won Best Film, Best Editing[image: External link] and Best Director at the 66th British Academy Film Awards[image: External link] and 37th Hochi Film Award[image: External link] for Best International Picture.

Despite its praise, Argo has also been criticized for some specific inaccuracies: in particular for minimizing the role of the Canadian embassy in the rescue, for falsely showing that the Americans were turned away by the British and New Zealand embassies, and for exaggerating the danger that the group faced during events preceding their escape from the country.
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 Plot




On November 4, 1979, Iranian activists storm the United States embassy in Tehran[image: External link] in retaliation for President Jimmy Carter[image: External link] giving the Shah[image: External link] asylum in the U.S. during the Iranian Revolution[image: External link]. 60 of the embassy staff are taken as hostages, but six avoid capture and are sheltered in the home of Canadian ambassador Ken Taylor[image: External link]. With the escapees' situation kept secret, the U.S. State Department[image: External link] begins to explore options for exfiltrating[image: External link] them from Iran. Tony Mendez[image: External link], a U.S. Central Intelligence Agency exfiltration specialist, is brought in for consultation. He criticizes the proposals, but is at a loss when asked for an alternative. While on the phone with his son, he is inspired by watching Battle for the Planet of the Apes[image: External link] and begins plans for creating a cover story for the escapees: that they are Canadian filmmakers who are in Iran scouting exotic locations for a science-fiction film.

Mendez contacts John Chambers[image: External link], a Hollywood make-up artist who had previously worked for the CIA. Chambers puts Mendez in touch with film producer Lester Siegel. Together, they set up a phony film production company, publicize their plans, and successfully establish the pretense of developing Argo, a "science fantasy adventure" in the style of Star Wars[image: External link], to lend credibility to the cover story. Meanwhile, the escapees grow restless. The revolutionaries reassemble embassy photographs shredded before the takeover and finally realize that some personnel are unaccounted for.

Posing as a producer for Argo, Mendez enters Iran under the alias Kevin Harkins and meets with the six escapees. He provides them with Canadian passports[image: External link] and fake identities. Although afraid to trust Mendez's scheme, they reluctantly go along, knowing that he is risking his own life too. A scouting visit to the bazaar[image: External link] to maintain their cover story takes a bad turn when they are harassed by a hostile shopkeeper, but their Iranian culture contact hustles them away from the hostile crowd.

Mendez is told that the operation has been cancelled to avoid conflicting with a planned military rescue of the hostages[image: External link]. He pushes ahead anyway, forcing his boss Jack O'Donnell to hastily re-obtain authorization for the mission and confirm their tickets on a Swissair[image: External link] flight. Tensions rise at the airport, where the escapees' ticket reservations are confirmed at the last minute, and the head guard's call to the fake production company in Hollywood is answered only at the last second. The group boards the airliner, which takes off just as the Revolutionary Guards[image: External link] at the airport are informed of the ruse and try to stop them.

To protect the hostages remaining in Tehran from retaliation, all U.S. involvement in the rescue is suppressed and full credit is given to the Canadian government and its ambassador (who shuts down the embassy and leaves Iran with his wife as the operation is underway). The ambassador's Iranian housekeeper, who had known about the Americans and lied to the revolutionaries to protect them, escapes to Iraq[image: External link]. Mendez is awarded the Intelligence Star[image: External link], but due to the mission's classified nature, he receives the medal in secret and has to return it afterwards. The award is restored to him after the Canadian Caper[image: External link] is declassified in 1997.
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 Cast






	
Ben Affleck as Tony Mendez[image: External link]


	
Bryan Cranston as Jack O'Donnell

	
Alan Arkin[image: External link] as Lester Siegel

	
John Goodman[image: External link] as John Chambers[image: External link]


	
Tate Donovan[image: External link] as Robert Anders

	
Clea DuVall as Cora Lijek

	
Christopher Denham as Mark Lijek

	
Scoot McNairy as Joe Stafford

	
Kerry Bishé as Kathy Stafford

	
Rory Cochrane[image: External link] as Lee Schatz

	
Victor Garber as Ken Taylor[image: External link] (Canadian ambassador to Iran)

	
Kyle Chandler as Hamilton Jordan[image: External link] (White House Chief of Staff[image: External link])

	
Chris Messina as Malinov

	
Željko Ivanek[image: External link] as Robert Pender

	
Titus Welliver[image: External link] as Jon Bates

	
Bob Gunton[image: External link] as Cyrus Vance[image: External link] (Secretary of State[image: External link])

	
Richard Kind[image: External link] as Max Klein

	
Richard Dillane[image: External link] as Peter Nicholls

	
Keith Szarabajka[image: External link] as Adam Engell

	
Michael Parks[image: External link] as Jack Kirby[image: External link]


	
Tom Lenk[image: External link] as Rodd

	
Christopher Stanley[image: External link] as Tom Ahern

	Page Leong as Pat Taylor

	
Taylor Schilling[image: External link] as Christine Mendez

	Ashley Wood as Beauty

	
Barry Livingston[image: External link] as David Marmor, CIA official

	
Sheila Vand[image: External link] as Sahar

	
Mina Kavani[image: External link] as Sahar (Voice)

	Nikka Far as Tehran Mary[image: External link]


	
Omid Abtahi[image: External link] as Reza

	Karina Logue as Elizabeth Ann Swift

	
Adrienne Barbeau[image: External link] as Nina

	
Fouad Hajji[image: External link] as Komiteh
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 Production




Argo is based on the "Canadian Caper" that took place during the Iran hostage crisis in 1979 and 1980. Chris Terrio wrote the screenplay based on Joshuah Bearman's 2007 article "How the CIA Used a Fake Sci-Fi Flick to Rescue Americans from Tehran," which was published in Wired[image: External link].[3]

In 2007, the producers George Clooney, Grant Heslov[image: External link] and David Klawans set up a project based on the article. Affleck's participation was announced in February 2011.[5] The following June, Alan Arkin was the first person cast in the film.[6] After the rest of the roles were cast, filming began in Los Angeles[image: External link][7] in August 2011. Additional filming took place in McLean, Virginia[image: External link]; Washington, D.C.[image: External link]; and Istanbul[image: External link].[8] The scene in which Mendez drives up to and walks into the CIA headquarters lobby was filmed with permission at the CIA's original headquarters building in Virginia; all other scenes set at the CIA were filmed in the basement of the Los Angeles Times Building[image: External link].[9]

As a historical piece, the film made use of archival news footage from ABC, CBS[image: External link] and NBC; and included popular songs from the era, such as "Little T&A[image: External link]" by The Rolling Stones[image: External link] (an anachronism, as it was not released until the following year), "Sultans of Swing[image: External link]" by Dire Straits[image: External link], "Dance the Night Away[image: External link]" by Van Halen[image: External link] and "When the Levee Breaks[image: External link]" by Led Zeppelin[image: External link].[10] For its part, Warner Bros. used its 1972–1984 title featuring the "Big W" logo designed by Saul Bass[image: External link] for Warner Communications[image: External link] to open the film and painted on its studio lot's famed water tower the logo of The Burbank Studios (the facility's name during the 1970s and 1980s when Warner shared it with Columbia Pictures[image: External link]).[11]

The screenplay used by the CIA to create their cover story was an adaptation of Roger Zelazny[image: External link]'s 1967 novel Lord of Light[image: External link]. Producer Barry Geller had spearheaded an earlier attempt to produce the film using the original title. After that production attempt failed, the screenplay was renamed Argo and used by the CIA.[3][12]

According to Tony Mendez, Studio Six—the phony Hollywood production office he helped create at the core of the CIA plan—proved so convincing that even weeks after the rescue was complete and the office had folded, 26 scripts were delivered to its address, including one from Steven Spielberg[image: External link].[13]

In April 2016, research by VICE[image: External link], based on documents received under the Freedom of Information Act, revealed that the CIA was involved in the production of the 2012 Argo,[14][15] as it was in a number of American entertainment productions (such as the well-established case of the 2012 film Zero Dark Thirty[image: External link][16]).
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 Soundtrack





	Track listing



All tracks written by Alexandre Desplat[image: External link], except where noted.



	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Argo"
	3:38



	2.
	"A Spy in Tehran"
	4:18



	3.
	"Scent of Death"
	3:25



	4.
	"The Mission"
	2:07



	5.
	"Hotel Messages"
	2:03



	6.
	"Held Up By Guards"
	5:31



	7.
	"The Business Card"
	2:55



	8.
	"Breaking Through the Gates"
	3:50



	9.
	"Tony Grills the Six"
	3:30



	10.
	"The Six Are Missing"
	3:21



	11.
	"Sweatshop"
	1:31



	12.
	"Drive to the Airport"
	3:45



	13.
	"Missing Home"
	3:00



	14.
	"Istanbul (The Blue Mosque)"
	2:18



	15.
	"Bazaar"
	3:45



	16.
	"Cleared Iranian Airspace"
	6:01



	17.
	"Hace Tuto Guagua" (Familion)

	3:39



	Total length:
	58:37
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 Release and reception
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 Critical response




Argo was acclaimed by critics, praising Ben Affleck's direction, the cast (especially Arkin and Goodman), the script and the editing. Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gives the film an approval rating of 96%, based on 313 reviews, with an average[image: External link] rating of 8.4/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Tense, exciting and often darkly comic, Argo recreates a historical event with vivid attention to detail and finely wrought characters."[17] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film has a score of 86 out of 100, based on 45 reviews, indicating "universal acclaim".[18] CinemaScore[image: External link] reported that audiences gave the film a rare "A+" grade.[19]

Naming Argo one of the best 11 films of 2012, critic Stephen Holden[image: External link] of The New York Times wrote: "Ben Affleck's seamless direction catapults him to the forefront of Hollywood filmmakers turning out thoughtful entertainment."[20] The Washington Times said it felt "like a movie from an earlier era — less frenetic, less showy, more focused on narrative than sensation," but that the script included "too many characters that he doesn’t quite develop."[21]

Writing in the Chicago Sun-Times, Roger Ebert[image: External link] said,


The craft in this film is rare. It is so easy to manufacture a thriller from chases and gunfire, and so very hard to fine-tune it out of exquisite timing and a plot that's so clear to us we wonder why it isn't obvious to the Iranians. After all, who in their right mind would believe a space opera was being filmed in Iran during the hostage crisis?[22]



Ebert gave the film 4/4 stars, calling it "spellbinding" and "surprisingly funny," and chose it as the best film of the year, the last film he would choose for this honor before his death in 2013.[22]

Literary critic Stanley Fish[image: External link] says that the film is a standard caper film[image: External link] in which "some improbable task has to be pulled off by a combination of ingenuity, training, deception and luck." He goes on to describe the film's structure: "(1) the presentation of the scheme to reluctant and unimaginative superiors, (2) the transformation of a ragtag bunch of ne'er-do-wells and wackos into a coherent, coordinated unit and (3) the carrying out of the task."[23]

Although he thinks the film is good at building and sustaining suspense, he concludes,


This is one of those movies that depend on your not thinking much about it; for as soon as you reflect on what's happening rather than being swept up in the narrative flow, there doesn't seem much to it aside from the skill with which suspense is maintained despite the fact that you know in advance how it's going to turn out. ... Once the deed is successfully done, there's really nothing much to say, and anything that is said seems contrived. That is the virtue of an entertainment like this; it doesn't linger in the memory and provoke afterthoughts.[23]
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 Reaction by Iranians




Abolhassan Banisadr[image: External link], foreign minister and then president during the incident, argued that the movie does not take into account the fact that most of the cabinet members[image: External link] advocated freeing all the American personnel quickly.[24] Jian Ghomeshi[image: External link], a Canadian writer and radio figure of Iranian descent, thought the film had a "deeply troubling portrayal of the Iranian people." Ghomeshi asserted "among all the rave reviews, virtually no one in the mainstream media has called out [the] unbalanced depiction of an entire ethnic national group, and the broader implications of the portrait." He also suggested that the timing of the film was poor, as American and Iranian political relations were at a low point.[25] University of Michigan history professor Juan Cole[image: External link] had a similar assessment, writing that the film's narrative fails to provide adequate historical context for the events it portrays, and such errors of omission lead all of the Iranian characters in the film to be depicted as ethnic stereotypes.[26] A November 3, 2012 article in the Los Angeles Times claimed that the film had received very little attention in Tehran, though Masoumeh Ebtekar[image: External link], who was the spokesperson of the students who took the hostages and called only "Tehran Mary" in the film's credits, said that the film did not show "the real reasons behind the event."[27]

Bootleg DVDs have become popular and are estimated at "several hundreds of thousands" of copies. Interpretations of the film's popularity in Iran have varied, ranging from the fact that the movie portrays the excesses of the revolution and the hostage crisis, which had been long glorified in Iran, to regular Iranians viewing it as a somber reminder of what caused the poor relations with America and the ensuing cost to Iran, decades after the embassy takeover.[28] The high DVD sales are suggested as a form of silent protest against the government's ongoing hostility to relations with America.[28][29]
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 Top ten lists




Professional reviewers ranked the film with other releases for 2012, as follows:



	Rank
	Reviewer
	Publication



	1st
	Christy Lemire[image: External link]
	Associated Press



	Joe Neumaier and Elizabeth Weitzman
	New York Daily News



	Roger Ebert[image: External link]
	Chicago Sun-Times



	2nd
	Lisa Kennedy
	Denver Post[image: External link]



	Lou Lumenick[image: External link]
	New York Post



	Richard Roeper[image: External link]
	Richardroeper.com



	4th
	Betsy Sharkey
	Los Angeles Times



	Kyle Smith[image: External link]
	New York Post



	5th
	Lisa Schwarzbaum[image: External link]
	Entertainment Weekly



	Peter Travers
	Rolling Stone



	Stephen Holden[image: External link]
	The New York Times



	6th
	Mary Pols
	Time



	Mick LaSalle[image: External link]
	San Francisco Chronicle



	7th
	Ann Hornaday
	Washington Post[image: External link]



	Anne Thompson[image: External link]
	Indiewire[image: External link]



	Ty Burr[image: External link]
	Boston Globe[image: External link]



	8th
	Owen Gleiberman
	Entertainment Weekly



	9th
	Peter Bradshaw[image: External link]
	The Guardian[image: External link]



	Top 10

(ranked alphabetically)
	Bob Mondello[image: External link]
	NPR



	Calvin Wilson
	St. Louis Post-Dispatch[image: External link]



	Claudia Puig
	USA Today



	David Denby[image: External link]
	The New Yorker



	Joe Morgenstern[image: External link]
	The Wall Street Journal



	Joe Williams[image: External link]
	St. Louis Post-Dispatch[image: External link]



	Kenneth Turan[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Times
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 Box office




The film earned $136,024,128 in North America, and $96,300,000 in other countries, for a worldwide total of $232,324,128.[2]
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 Home media




The film was released in North America on February 19, 2013 on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray Disc[image: External link].[30]
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 Accolades




Main article: List of accolades received by Argo (2012 film)[image: External link]


The film was nominated for seven Academy Awards and won three, for Best Picture, Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link] and Best Film Editing[image: External link]. Affleck was not nominated for Best Director[image: External link], and following the announcement of the nominations, Bradley Cooper, who was nominated for his leading performance[image: External link] in Silver Linings Playbook[image: External link], declared: "Ben Affleck got robbed."[31] This opinion was shared by the ceremony's host Seth MacFarlane[image: External link][32] and Quentin Tarantino, whose film Django Unchained[image: External link] was nominated in several categories.[33]

Entertainment Weekly wrote about this controversy:


Standing in the Golden Globe pressroom with his directing trophy, Affleck acknowledged that it was frustrating not to get an Oscar nod when many felt he deserved one. But he's keeping a sense of humor. "I mean, I also didn't get the acting nomination," he pointed out. "And no one's saying I got snubbed there!"[34]
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 Historical inaccuracies
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 Canadian versus CIA roles




After the film was previewed at the 2012 Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link],[35] many critics said that it unfairly glorified the CIA's role and minimized the Canadian government[image: External link]'s role (particularly that of Ambassador Taylor) in the extraction operation.[36] Maclean's[image: External link] asserted that "the movie rewrites history at Canada's expense, making Hollywood and the CIA the saga's heroic saviours while Taylor is demoted to a kindly concierge."[37] The postscript text said that the CIA let Taylor take the credit for political purposes, which some critics thought implied that he did not deserve the accolades he received.[38] In response to this criticism, Affleck changed the postscript text to read: "The involvement of the CIA complemented efforts of the Canadian embassy to free the six held in Tehran. To this day the story stands as an enduring model of international co-operation between governments."[39] The Toronto Star[image: External link] wrote, "Even that hardly does Canada justice."[40]

In a CNN interview, former U.S. president Jimmy Carter[image: External link] addressed the controversy:


90% of the contributions to the ideas and the consummation of the plan was Canadian. And the movie gives almost full credit to the American CIA. And with that exception, the movie is very good. But Ben Affleck's character in the film was... only in Tehran a day and a half. And the main hero, in my opinion, was Ken Taylor[image: External link], who was the Canadian ambassador who orchestrated the entire process.[41]



Taylor noted, "In reality, Canada was responsible for the six and the CIA was a junior partner. But I realize this is a movie and you have to keep the audience on the edge of their seats."[39] In the film, Taylor is shown threatening to close the Canadian embassy. This did not happen, and the Canadians never considered abandoning the six Americans who had taken refuge under their protection.[39]

Affleck asserted:


Because we say it's based on a true story, rather than this is a true story, we're allowed to take some dramatic license. There's a spirit of truth .... the kinds of things that are really important to be true are—for example, the relationship between the U.S. and Canada. The U.S. stood up collectively as a nation and said, "We like you, we appreciate you, we respect you, and we're in your debt."... There were folks who didn't want to stick their necks out and the Canadians did. They said, "We'll risk our diplomatic standing, our lives, by harbouring six Americans because it's the right thing to do." Because of that, their lives were saved."[37]
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 British and New Zealand roles




Upon its release in October 2012, the film was criticized for its suggestion that British[image: External link] and New Zealand[image: External link] embassies had turned away the American refugees in Tehran. Neither the British nor the New Zealand embassies had turned the refugees away. Both embassies, along with the Canadians, helped them. The British took immense risks,[42] having initially hosted the American refugees. However, the location was deemed unsafe as the British embassy itself had been targeted and surrounded by mobs and all involved officials from the various nations believed the Canadian ambassador's residence to be a safer location. New Zealand diplomatic ambassadors also took huge risks: organizing a place for the refugees to hide if they needed to change their location,[43] and driving the Americans to the airport when they made their escape from Tehran.[44] British diplomats also assisted other American hostages beyond the escaped group of six.[45] Bob Anders, the U.S. consular agent played in the film by Tate Donovan[image: External link], said, "They put their lives on the line for us. We were all at risk. I hope no one in Britain will be offended by what's said in the film. The British were good to us and we're forever grateful."[46]

Sir John Graham[image: External link], the then-British ambassador to Iran[image: External link], said,


My immediate reaction on hearing about this was one of outrage. I have since simmered down, but am still very distressed that the film-makers should have got it so wrong. My concern is that the inaccurate account should not enter the mythology of the events in Tehran in November 1979."[46]



The then-British chargé d'affaires[image: External link] in Tehran said that, had the Americans been discovered in the British embassy, "I can assure you we'd all have been for the high jump."[46] Martin Williams[image: External link], secretary to Sir John Graham in Iran at the time, was the one who found the Americans, after searching for them in his own British car (the only Austin Maxi[image: External link] in Iran) and first sheltered them in his own house.[47] The sequence in the film when a housekeeper confronts a truckload of Iranian revolutionary guards at the Canadian ambassador's home bears a striking resemblance to Williams' story. He has told how a brave guard, Iskander Khan, confronted heavily armed revolutionary guards and convinced them that no-one was in when they tried to search Williams' house during a blackout. Williams said, "They went away. We and the Americans had a very lucky escape." The fugitives later moved to the residence of the Canadian ambassador.[47]

Affleck is quoted as saying to The Sunday Telegraph[image: External link]: "I struggled with this long and hard, because it casts Britain and New Zealand in a way that is not totally fair. But I was setting up a situation where you needed to get a sense that these six people had nowhere else to go. It does not mean to diminish anyone."[46]

On March 12, 2013, the New Zealand House of Representatives[image: External link] censured Affleck by unanimously agreeing to the following motion, initiated by New Zealand First[image: External link] leader Winston Peters[image: External link]:


... this House acknowledge[s] with gratitude the efforts of former New Zealand diplomats Chris Beeby and Richard Sewell in assisting American hostages in Tehran during the hostage crisis in 1979, and express[es] its regret that the director of the movie Argo saw fit to mislead the world about what actually happened during that crisis when, in reality, our courageous diplomats’ inspirational actions were of significant help to the American hostages and deserve the factual and historical record to be corrected.[48][49]
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 Imminent danger to the group




In the film, the diplomats face suspicious glances from Iranians whenever they go out in public, and appear close to being caught at many steps along the way to their freedom. In reality, the diplomats never appeared to be in imminent danger.[37][39][50] Rather than the team having to withstand scrutiny while buying tickets, Taylor's wife bought three sets of plane tickets from three different airlines ahead of time, without any issues.[37][39]


	The film depicts a dramatic last-minute cancellation of the mission by the Carter administration and Mendez declaring he will proceed with the mission. Carter delayed authorization by only 30 minutes, and that was before Mendez had left Europe for Iran.[51]


	The film portrays a tense situation when the crew tries to board the plane, and their identities are nearly discovered. No such confrontation with security officials took place at the departure gate.[51][52]


	The film has a dramatic chase sequence as the plane takes off; this did not occur.[53] As Mark Lijek described it, "Fortunately for us, there were very few Revolutionary Guards in the area. It is why we turned up for a flight at 5.30 in the morning; even they weren't zealous enough to be there that early. The truth is the immigration officers barely looked at us and we were processed out in the regular way. We got on the flight to Zurich and then we were taken to the US ambassador's residence in Bern. It was that straightforward."[50]
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 Other inaccuracies




The film contains other historical inaccuracies:


	The screenplay has the escapees—Mark and Cora Lijek, Bob Anders, Lee Schatz, and Joe and Kathy Stafford—settling down to enforced cohabitation at the residence of the Canadian ambassador Ken Taylor. In reality, after several nights, the group was split between the Taylor house and the home of another Canadian official, John Sheardown.[50][54]


	"It's not true we could never go outside. John Sheardown's house had an interior courtyard with a garden and we could walk there freely," Mark Lijek says.[50]


	Lester Siegel, played by Alan Arkin[image: External link], is not a real person. His name and some contribution are based on Robert Sidell's while his personality is based on Jack Warner's.[55]


	In the depiction of a frantic effort by CIA headquarters, in Langley, to get President Jimmy Carter to re-authorize the mission so that previously purchased airline tickets would still be valid, a CIA officer is portrayed as getting the White House[image: External link] telephone operator to connect him to Chief of Staff Hamilton Jordan[image: External link] by impersonating a representative of the school attended by Jordan's children. In reality, Jordan was unmarried and had no children at the time.[56]


	The film depicts Mendez discovering the script with the title of Argo. In reality the script was titled Lord of Light, based on the book of the same name[image: External link] by Roger Zelazny[image: External link]. The CIA changed the title to Argo.[3][57]


	Comic book artist Jack Kirby[image: External link] did not do his storyboard work for the fabricated CIA film production. He created these when there was an attempt to produce Lord of Light a few years before the Iranian hostage situation.[3][57]


	The Hollywood Sign[image: External link] is shown dilapidated as it had been in the 1970s. The sign had been repaired in 1978, two years prior to the events described in the film.[58]


	The Swissair[image: External link] flight that took Mendez and the hostage group out of Tehran is shown operated with a Boeing 747[image: External link]-300, a type which entered service in 1983, and is painted in a livery that Swissair introduced in 1980. In real life, the group departed Iran on a Swissair Douglas DC-8[image: External link].[59]
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 See also





	
Escape from Iran: The Canadian Caper[image: External link], a 1981 television film about the "Canadian Caper[image: External link]".

	
On Wings of Eagles[image: External link], a 1983 novel by Ken Follett[image: External link] about Ross Perot[image: External link]'s successful rescue of several of his employees from Iran just after the revolution.

	Whitewashing in film[image: External link]
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Golden Globe Award for Best Director






The Golden Globe Award for Best Director has been presented annually by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association, an organization composed of journalists who cover the United States film industry[image: External link] for publications based outside North America[image: External link], since 1943.

Having won all four of his nominations, Elia Kazan has been honored most often in this category. Martin Scorsese, Clint Eastwood, David Lean, Miloš Forman[image: External link], and Oliver Stone tie for second place with three wins each. Steven Spielberg[image: External link] has had the most nominations (eleven) and has received the award twice. Barbra Streisand[image: External link] is the only woman to have won the award.

In the following lists, the first names, listed in bold type against a blue background, are the winners, and the following names are the remaining nominees. The years given are those in which the films under consideration were released, not the year of the ceremony, which takes place in January of the following year.

Notes:


	"†" indicates Academy Award-winning direction.

	"§" indicates Golden Globe Award-winning direction that was not nominated for an Academy Award.

	"‡" indicates Academy Award-nominated direction.
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 1940s






	Year
	Film
	Nominees



	
1943[image: External link] [1]

	The Song of Bernadette[image: External link]
	
Henry King ‡



	
1944[image: External link] [2]

	Going My Way[image: External link]
	Leo McCarey †



	
1945[image: External link] [3]

	The Lost Weekend[image: External link]
	Billy Wilder †



	
1946[image: External link] [4]

	It's a Wonderful Life[image: External link]
	
Frank Capra[image: External link] ‡



	
1947[image: External link] [5]

	Gentleman's Agreement[image: External link]
	Elia Kazan †



	
1948[image: External link] [6]

	The Treasure of the Sierra Madre[image: External link]
	John Huston †



	1949[image: External link]
	All the King's Men[image: External link]
	
Robert Rossen ‡
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 1950s






	Year
	Film
	Nominees



	1950[image: External link]
	Sunset Boulevard[image: External link]
	
Billy Wilder ‡



	All About Eve[image: External link]
	
Joseph L. Mankiewicz †



	The Asphalt Jungle[image: External link]
	
John Huston ‡



	Born Yesterday[image: External link]
	
George Cukor ‡



	1951[image: External link]
	Death of a Salesman[image: External link]
	László Benedek §



	An American in Paris[image: External link]
	
Vincente Minnelli ‡



	A Place in the Sun
	
George Stevens †



	1952[image: External link]
	The Greatest Show on Earth
	
Cecil B. DeMille ‡



	The Narrow Margin[image: External link]
	Richard Fleischer[image: External link]



	The Quiet Man[image: External link]
	
John Ford †



	
1953[image: External link] [7]

	From Here to Eternity[image: External link]
	Fred Zinnemann †



	
1954[image: External link] [8]

	On the Waterfront
	Elia Kazan †



	
1955[image: External link] [9]

	Picnic[image: External link]
	
Joshua Logan ‡



	1956[image: External link]
	Baby Doll[image: External link]
	Elia Kazan §



	Around the World in 80 Days[image: External link]
	
Michael Anderson[image: External link] ‡



	Giant[image: External link]
	
George Stevens †



	Lust for Life[image: External link]
	Vincente Minnelli



	War and Peace[image: External link]
	
King Vidor[image: External link] ‡



	1957[image: External link]
	The Bridge on the River Kwai
	David Lean †



	12 Angry Men[image: External link]
	
Sidney Lumet ‡



	A Hatful of Rain[image: External link]
	Fred Zinnemann



	Sayonara[image: External link]
	
Joshua Logan ‡



	Witness for the Prosecution[image: External link]
	
Billy Wilder ‡



	1958[image: External link]
	Gigi[image: External link]
	Vincente Minnelli †



	Cat on a Hot Tin Roof[image: External link]
	
Richard Brooks[image: External link] ‡



	The Defiant Ones
	
Stanley Kramer ‡



	I Want to Live![image: External link]
	
Robert Wise ‡



	Separate Tables[image: External link]
	Delbert Mann



	1959[image: External link]
	Ben-Hur
	William Wyler †



	Anatomy of a Murder[image: External link]
	Otto Preminger[image: External link]



	The Diary of Anne Frank[image: External link]
	
George Stevens ‡



	The Nun's Story[image: External link]
	
Fred Zinnemann ‡



	On the Beach[image: External link]
	Stanley Kramer
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 1960s






	Year
	Film
	Nominees



	1960[image: External link]
	Sons and Lovers[image: External link]
	
Jack Cardiff ‡



	The Apartment[image: External link]
	
Billy Wilder †



	Elmer Gantry[image: External link]
	Richard Brooks[image: External link]



	Spartacus
	Stanley Kubrick



	The Sundowners[image: External link]
	
Fred Zinnemann ‡



	1961[image: External link]
	Judgment at Nuremberg[image: External link]
	
Stanley Kramer‡



	The Children's Hour[image: External link]
	William Wyler



	El Cid[image: External link]
	Anthony Mann[image: External link]



	The Guns of Navarone
	
J. Lee Thompson[image: External link] ‡



	West Side Story[image: External link]
	
Jerome Robbins † and Robert Wise †



	1962[image: External link]
	Lawrence of Arabia
	David Lean †



	The Chapman Report[image: External link]
	George Cukor



	Days of Wine and Roses[image: External link]
	Blake Edwards[image: External link]



	Freud[image: External link]
	John Huston



	Gypsy[image: External link]
	Mervyn LeRoy[image: External link]



	Hemingway's Adventures of a Young Man[image: External link]
	Martin Ritt[image: External link]



	Lolita[image: External link]
	Stanley Kubrick



	The Manchurian Candidate[image: External link]
	John Frankenheimer



	The Music Man[image: External link]
	Morton DaCosta[image: External link]



	My Son, the Hero (Los Hermanos Del Hierro)
	Ismael Rodríguez[image: External link]



	To Kill a Mockingbird[image: External link]
	
Robert Mulligan[image: External link] ‡



	1963[image: External link]
	America America[image: External link]
	
Elia Kazan ‡



	The Cardinal
	
Otto Preminger[image: External link] ‡



	The Caretakers[image: External link]
	Hall Bartlett[image: External link]



	Cleopatra[image: External link]
	Joseph L. Mankiewicz



	The Haunting[image: External link]
	Robert Wise



	Hud[image: External link]
	
Martin Ritt[image: External link] ‡



	Tom Jones[image: External link]
	
Tony Richardson †



	The Ugly American[image: External link]
	George Englund[image: External link]



	1964[image: External link]
	My Fair Lady[image: External link]
	George Cukor †



	Becket
	
Peter Glenville[image: External link] ‡



	The Night of the Iguana[image: External link]
	John Huston



	Seven Days in May[image: External link]
	John Frankenheimer



	Zorba the Greek (Alexis Zorbas)[image: External link]
	
Michael Cacoyannis[image: External link] ‡



	1965[image: External link]
	Doctor Zhivago
	
David Lean ‡



	The Collector[image: External link]
	
William Wyler ‡



	Darling[image: External link]
	
John Schlesinger ‡



	A Patch of Blue[image: External link]
	Guy Green[image: External link]



	The Sound of Music[image: External link]
	
Robert Wise †



	1966[image: External link]
	A Man for All Seasons
	Fred Zinnemann †



	Alfie[image: External link]
	Lewis Gilbert[image: External link]



	A Man and a Woman[image: External link]
	
Claude Lelouch ‡



	The Sand Pebbles[image: External link]
	Robert Wise



	Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?[image: External link]
	
Mike Nichols ‡



	1967[image: External link]
	The Graduate[image: External link]
	Mike Nichols †



	Bonnie and Clyde[image: External link]
	
Arthur Penn[image: External link] ‡



	The Fox[image: External link]
	Mark Rydell[image: External link]



	Guess Who's Coming to Dinner[image: External link]
	
Stanley Kramer ‡



	In the Heat of the Night
	
Norman Jewison[image: External link] ‡



	1968[image: External link]
	Rachel, Rachel[image: External link]
	Paul Newman[image: External link] §



	Funny Girl[image: External link]
	William Wyler



	The Lion in Winter
	
Anthony Harvey ‡



	Oliver![image: External link]
	
Carol Reed[image: External link] †



	Romeo and Juliet[image: External link]
	
Franco Zeffirelli[image: External link] ‡



	1969[image: External link]
	Anne of the Thousand Days
	Charles Jarrott §



	Hello, Dolly![image: External link]
	Gene Kelly[image: External link]



	Midnight Cowboy[image: External link]
	
John Schlesinger †



	The Secret of Santa Vittoria[image: External link]
	Stanley Kramer



	They Shoot Horses, Don't They?[image: External link]
	
Sydney Pollack[image: External link] ‡
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 1970s






	Year
	Film
	Nominees



	1970[image: External link]
	Love Story
	
Arthur Hiller ‡



	Five Easy Pieces[image: External link]
	Bob Rafelson[image: External link]



	M*A*S*H[image: External link]
	
Robert Altman ‡



	Patton[image: External link]
	
Franklin J. Schaffner[image: External link] †



	Women in Love[image: External link]
	
Ken Russell[image: External link] ‡



	1971[image: External link]
	The French Connection
	William Friedkin †



	A Clockwork Orange[image: External link]
	
Stanley Kubrick ‡



	Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link]
	
Norman Jewison[image: External link] ‡



	The Last Picture Show[image: External link]
	
Peter Bogdanovich[image: External link] ‡



	Summer of ‘42[image: External link]
	Robert Mulligan[image: External link]



	1972[image: External link]
	The Godfather
	
Francis Ford Coppola ‡



	Avanti![image: External link]
	Billy Wilder



	Cabaret[image: External link]
	
Bob Fosse †



	Deliverance[image: External link]
	
John Boorman[image: External link] ‡



	Frenzy[image: External link]
	Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link]



	1973[image: External link]
	The Exorcist
	
William Friedkin ‡



	American Graffiti[image: External link]
	
George Lucas[image: External link] ‡



	The Day of the Jackal[image: External link]
	Fred Zinnemann



	Last Tango in Paris[image: External link]
	
Bernardo Bertolucci ‡



	Paper Moon[image: External link]
	Peter Bogdanovich[image: External link]



	1974[image: External link]
	Chinatown
	
Roman Polanski ‡



	The Conversation[image: External link]
	Francis Ford Coppola



	The Godfather Part II[image: External link]
	
Francis Ford Coppola †



	Lenny[image: External link]
	
Bob Fosse ‡



	A Woman Under the Influence[image: External link]
	
John Cassavetes[image: External link] ‡



	1975[image: External link]
	One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest
	Miloš Forman[image: External link] †



	Barry Lyndon[image: External link]
	
Stanley Kubrick ‡



	Dog Day Afternoon[image: External link]
	
Sidney Lumet ‡



	Jaws[image: External link]
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]



	Nashville[image: External link]
	
Robert Altman ‡



	1976[image: External link]
	Network[image: External link]
	
Sidney Lumet ‡



	All the President's Men[image: External link]
	
Alan J. Pakula[image: External link] ‡



	Bound for Glory[image: External link]
	Hal Ashby[image: External link]



	Marathon Man[image: External link]
	John Schlesinger



	Rocky
	
John G. Avildsen †



	1977[image: External link]
	The Turning Point
	
Herbert Ross ‡



	Annie Hall[image: External link]
	
Woody Allen †



	Close Encounters of the Third Kind[image: External link]
	
Steven Spielberg[image: External link] ‡



	Julia[image: External link]
	
Fred Zinnemann ‡



	Star Wars[image: External link]
	
George Lucas[image: External link] ‡



	1978[image: External link]
	The Deer Hunter[image: External link]
	Michael Cimino †



	Coming Home[image: External link]
	
Hal Ashby[image: External link] ‡



	Days of Heaven[image: External link]
	Terrence Malick



	Interiors[image: External link]
	
Woody Allen ‡



	Midnight Express
	
Alan Parker ‡



	An Unmarried Woman[image: External link]
	Paul Mazursky[image: External link]



	1979[image: External link]
	Apocalypse Now[image: External link]
	
Francis Ford Coppola ‡



	Being There[image: External link]
	Hal Ashby[image: External link]



	Breaking Away[image: External link]
	
Peter Yates[image: External link] ‡



	The China Syndrome[image: External link]
	James Bridges[image: External link]



	Kramer vs. Kramer
	
Robert Benton †
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 1980s






	Year
	Film
	Nominees



	1980[image: External link]
	Ordinary People
	Robert Redford †



	The Elephant Man[image: External link]
	
David Lynch[image: External link] ‡



	Raging Bull[image: External link]
	
Martin Scorsese ‡



	The Stunt Man[image: External link]
	
Richard Rush[image: External link] ‡



	Tess[image: External link]
	
Roman Polanski ‡



	1981[image: External link]
	Reds[image: External link]
	Warren Beatty †



	Atlantic City[image: External link]
	
Louis Malle ‡



	On Golden Pond
	
Mark Rydell[image: External link] ‡



	Prince of the City[image: External link]
	Sidney Lumet



	Ragtime[image: External link]
	Miloš Forman[image: External link]



	Raiders of the Lost Ark[image: External link]
	
Steven Spielberg[image: External link] ‡



	1982[image: External link]
	Gandhi[image: External link]
	Richard Attenborough †



	E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial
	
Steven Spielberg[image: External link] ‡



	Missing[image: External link]
	Constantin Costa-Gavras[image: External link]



	Tootsie[image: External link]
	
Sydney Pollack[image: External link] ‡



	The Verdict[image: External link]
	
Sidney Lumet ‡



	1983[image: External link]
	Yentl[image: External link]
	Barbra Streisand[image: External link] §



	The Dresser[image: External link]
	
Peter Yates[image: External link] ‡



	Fanny and Alexander[image: External link]
	
Ingmar Bergman[image: External link] ‡



	Silkwood[image: External link]
	
Mike Nichols ‡



	Tender Mercies[image: External link]
	
Bruce Beresford[image: External link] ‡



	Terms of Endearment
	
James L. Brooks †



	1984[image: External link]
	Amadeus
	Miloš Forman[image: External link] †



	The Cotton Club[image: External link]
	Francis Ford Coppola



	The Killing Fields[image: External link]
	
Roland Joffé[image: External link] ‡



	Once Upon a Time in America[image: External link]
	Sergio Leone[image: External link]



	A Passage to India[image: External link]
	
David Lean ‡



	1985[image: External link]
	Prizzi's Honor[image: External link]
	
John Huston ‡



	A Chorus Line[image: External link]
	Richard Attenborough



	The Color Purple[image: External link]
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]



	Out of Africa
	
Sydney Pollack[image: External link] †



	Witness[image: External link]
	
Peter Weir ‡



	1986[image: External link]
	Platoon
	Oliver Stone †



	Hannah and Her Sisters[image: External link]
	
Woody Allen ‡



	The Mission[image: External link]
	
Roland Joffé[image: External link] ‡



	A Room with a View[image: External link]
	
James Ivory[image: External link] ‡



	Stand by Me[image: External link]
	Rob Reiner



	1987[image: External link]
	The Last Emperor
	Bernardo Bertolucci †



	Broadcast News[image: External link]
	James L. Brooks



	Cry Freedom[image: External link]
	Richard Attenborough



	Fatal Attraction[image: External link]
	
Adrian Lyne[image: External link] ‡



	Hope and Glory[image: External link]
	
John Boorman[image: External link] ‡



	1988[image: External link]
	Bird[image: External link]
	Clint Eastwood §



	A Cry in the Dark[image: External link]
	Fred Schepisi[image: External link]



	Mississippi Burning[image: External link]
	
Alan Parker ‡



	Rain Man
	
Barry Levinson †



	Running on Empty[image: External link]
	Sidney Lumet



	Working Girl[image: External link]
	
Mike Nichols ‡



	1989[image: External link]
	Born on the Fourth of July
	Oliver Stone †



	Dead Poets Society[image: External link]
	
Peter Weir ‡



	Do the Right Thing[image: External link]
	Spike Lee[image: External link]



	Glory[image: External link]
	Edward Zwick[image: External link]



	When Harry Met Sally...[image: External link]
	Rob Reiner
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 1990s






	Year
	Film
	Nominees



	1990[image: External link]
	Dances with Wolves
	Kevin Costner †



	The Godfather Part III[image: External link]
	
Francis Ford Coppola ‡



	Goodfellas[image: External link]
	
Martin Scorsese ‡



	Reversal of Fortune[image: External link]
	
Barbet Schroeder[image: External link] ‡



	The Sheltering Sky[image: External link]
	Bernardo Bertolucci



	1991[image: External link]
	JFK[image: External link]
	
Oliver Stone ‡



	Bugsy
	
Barry Levinson ‡



	The Fisher King[image: External link]
	Terry Gilliam[image: External link]



	The Prince of Tides[image: External link]
	Barbra Streisand[image: External link]



	The Silence of the Lambs[image: External link]
	
Jonathan Demme †



	1992[image: External link]
	Unforgiven[image: External link]
	Clint Eastwood †



	A Few Good Men[image: External link]
	Rob Reiner



	Howards End[image: External link]
	
James Ivory[image: External link] ‡



	The Player[image: External link]
	
Robert Altman ‡



	A River Runs Through It[image: External link]
	Robert Redford



	1993[image: External link]
	Schindler's List
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link] †



	The Age of Innocence[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese



	The Fugitive[image: External link]
	Andrew Davis[image: External link]



	The Piano[image: External link]
	
Jane Campion ‡



	The Remains of the Day[image: External link]
	
James Ivory[image: External link] ‡



	1994[image: External link]
	Forrest Gump
	Robert Zemeckis †



	Legends of the Fall[image: External link]
	Edward Zwick[image: External link]



	Natural Born Killers[image: External link]
	Oliver Stone



	Pulp Fiction[image: External link]
	
Quentin Tarantino ‡



	Quiz Show[image: External link]
	
Robert Redford ‡



	1995[image: External link]
	Braveheart[image: External link]
	Mel Gibson †



	The American President[image: External link]
	Rob Reiner



	Apollo 13
	Ron Howard



	Casino[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese



	Leaving Las Vegas[image: External link]
	
Mike Figgis[image: External link] ‡



	Sense and Sensibility
	Ang Lee



	1996[image: External link]
	The People vs. Larry Flynt[image: External link]
	
Miloš Forman[image: External link] ‡



	The English Patient
	
Anthony Minghella †



	Evita[image: External link]
	Alan Parker



	Fargo[image: External link]
	
Joel Coen ‡



	Shine[image: External link]
	
Scott Hicks[image: External link] ‡



	1997[image: External link]
	Titanic
	James Cameron †



	Amistad[image: External link]
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]



	As Good as It Gets[image: External link]
	James L. Brooks



	The Boxer[image: External link]
	Jim Sheridan



	L.A. Confidential[image: External link]
	
Curtis Hanson ‡



	1998[image: External link]
	Saving Private Ryan
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link] †



	Elizabeth[image: External link]
	Shekhar Kapur[image: External link]



	The Horse Whisperer[image: External link]
	Robert Redford



	Shakespeare in Love
	
John Madden[image: External link] ‡



	The Truman Show[image: External link]
	
Peter Weir ‡



	1999[image: External link]
	American Beauty
	Sam Mendes[image: External link] †



	The End of the Affair[image: External link]
	Neil Jordan[image: External link]



	The Hurricane[image: External link]
	Norman Jewison[image: External link]



	The Insider[image: External link]
	
Michael Mann[image: External link] ‡



	The Talented Mr. Ripley[image: External link]
	Anthony Minghella
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 2000s






	Year
	Film
	Winners and nominees



	2000[image: External link]
	Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon[image: External link]
	
Ang Lee ‡



	Erin Brockovich[image: External link]
	
Steven Soderbergh ‡



	Gladiator
	
Ridley Scott[image: External link] ‡



	Sunshine[image: External link]
	István Szabó[image: External link]



	Traffic
	
Steven Soderbergh †



	2001[image: External link]
	Gosford Park[image: External link]
	
Robert Altman ‡



	A.I. Artificial Intelligence[image: External link]
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]



	A Beautiful Mind
	
Ron Howard †



	The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring[image: External link]
	
Peter Jackson[image: External link] ‡



	Moulin Rouge![image: External link]
	Baz Luhrmann



	Mulholland Drive[image: External link]
	
David Lynch[image: External link] ‡



	2002[image: External link]
	Gangs of New York[image: External link]
	
Martin Scorsese ‡



	About Schmidt[image: External link]
	Alexander Payne



	Adaptation[image: External link]
	Spike Jonze



	Chicago[image: External link]
	
Rob Marshall ‡



	The Hours
	
Stephen Daldry[image: External link] ‡



	The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers[image: External link]
	Peter Jackson[image: External link]



	2003[image: External link]
	The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King
	Peter Jackson[image: External link] †



	Cold Mountain[image: External link]
	Anthony Minghella



	Lost in Translation[image: External link]
	
Sofia Coppola ‡



	Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World[image: External link]
	
Peter Weir ‡



	Mystic River[image: External link]
	
Clint Eastwood ‡



	2004[image: External link]
	Million Dollar Baby[image: External link]
	Clint Eastwood †



	The Aviator
	
Martin Scorsese ‡



	Closer[image: External link]
	Mike Nichols



	Finding Neverland[image: External link]
	Marc Forster[image: External link]



	Sideways[image: External link]
	
Alexander Payne ‡



	2005[image: External link]
	Brokeback Mountain
	Ang Lee †



	The Constant Gardener[image: External link]
	Fernando Meirelles[image: External link]



	Good Night, and Good Luck[image: External link]
	
George Clooney ‡



	King Kong[image: External link]
	Peter Jackson[image: External link]



	Match Point[image: External link]
	Woody Allen



	Munich[image: External link]
	
Steven Spielberg[image: External link] ‡



	2006[image: External link]
	The Departed[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese †



	Babel
	
Alejandro González Iñárritu ‡



	Flags of Our Fathers[image: External link]
	Clint Eastwood



	Letters from Iwo Jima[image: External link]
	
Clint Eastwood ‡



	The Queen[image: External link]
	
Stephen Frears[image: External link] ‡



	2007[image: External link]
	The Diving Bell and the Butterfly[image: External link]
	
Julian Schnabel ‡



	American Gangster[image: External link]
	Ridley Scott[image: External link]



	Atonement
	Joe Wright[image: External link]



	No Country for Old Men[image: External link]
	
Joel Coen and Ethan Coen †



	Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street[image: External link]
	Tim Burton[image: External link]



	2008[image: External link]
	Slumdog Millionaire
	Danny Boyle †



	The Curious Case of Benjamin Button[image: External link]
	
David Fincher ‡



	Frost/Nixon[image: External link]
	
Ron Howard ‡



	The Reader[image: External link]
	
Stephen Daldry[image: External link] ‡



	Revolutionary Road[image: External link]
	Sam Mendes[image: External link]



	2009[image: External link]
	Avatar
	
James Cameron ‡



	The Hurt Locker[image: External link]
	
Kathryn Bigelow †



	Inglourious Basterds[image: External link]
	
Quentin Tarantino ‡



	Invictus[image: External link]
	Clint Eastwood



	Up in the Air[image: External link]
	
Jason Reitman ‡
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 2010s






	Year
	Film
	Winners and nominees



	2010[image: External link]
	The Social Network
	
David Fincher ‡



	Black Swan[image: External link]
	
Darren Aronofsky[image: External link] ‡



	The Fighter[image: External link]
	
David O. Russell ‡



	Inception[image: External link]
	Christopher Nolan



	The King's Speech[image: External link]
	
Tom Hooper †



	2011[image: External link]
	Hugo[image: External link]
	
Martin Scorsese ‡



	The Artist[image: External link]
	
Michel Hazanavicius †



	The Descendants
	
Alexander Payne ‡



	The Ides of March[image: External link]
	George Clooney



	Midnight in Paris[image: External link]
	
Woody Allen ‡



	2012[image: External link]
	Argo
	
Ben Affleck §




	Django Unchained[image: External link]
	Quentin Tarantino



	Life of Pi[image: External link]
	
Ang Lee †



	Lincoln[image: External link]
	
Steven Spielberg[image: External link] ‡



	Zero Dark Thirty[image: External link]
	Kathryn Bigelow



	2013[image: External link]
	Gravity[image: External link]
	Alfonso Cuarón †



	12 Years a Slave
	
Steve McQueen[image: External link] ‡



	American Hustle
	
David O. Russell ‡



	Captain Phillips[image: External link]
	Paul Greengrass



	Nebraska[image: External link]
	
Alexander Payne ‡



	2014[image: External link]
	Boyhood
	Richard Linklater ‡



	Birdman
	
Alejandro G. Iñárritu †



	Gone Girl
	David Fincher



	The Grand Budapest Hotel[image: External link]
	
Wes Anderson[image: External link] ‡



	Selma[image: External link]
	Ava DuVernay[image: External link]



	2015[image: External link]
	The Revenant
	Alejandro G. Iñárritu †



	Carol[image: External link]
	Todd Haynes[image: External link]



	Mad Max: Fury Road[image: External link]
	
George Miller ‡



	The Martian[image: External link]
	Ridley Scott[image: External link]



	Spotlight
	
Tom McCarthy ‡



	2016[image: External link]
	La La Land[image: External link]
	Damien Chazelle †



	Hacksaw Ridge[image: External link]
	
Mel Gibson ‡



	Moonlight
	
Barry Jenkins ‡



	Manchester by the Sea[image: External link]
	
Kenneth Lonergan ‡



	Nocturnal Animals[image: External link]
	Tom Ford[image: External link]
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	BAFTA Award for Best Direction

	Academy Award for Best Director[image: External link]

	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Director

	Directors Guild of America Award for Outstanding Directing – Feature Film




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 References






	Specific





	
^ "HFPS Golden Globes 1943"[image: External link]. Hollywood Foreign Press Association. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2007-06-07. Retrieved 2007-06-26. Nominations for 1943 are not available.


	
^ "HFPS Golden Globes 1944"[image: External link]. Hollywood Foreign Press Association. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2007-06-07. Retrieved 2007-06-26. Nominations for 1944 are not available.


	
^ "HFPS Golden Globes 1945"[image: External link]. Hollywood Foreign Press Association. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2007-06-08. Retrieved 2007-06-26. Nominations for 1945 are not available.


	
^ "HFPS Golden Globes 1946"[image: External link]. Hollywood Foreign Press Association. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2007-06-07. Retrieved 2007-06-26. Nominations for 1946 are not available.


	
^ "HFPS Golden Globes 1947"[image: External link]. Hollywood Foreign Press Association. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2007-06-07. Retrieved 2007-06-26. Nominations for 1947 are not available.


	
^ "HFPS Golden Globes 1948"[image: External link]. Hollywood Foreign Press Association. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2007-06-08. Retrieved 2007-06-26. Nominations for 1948 are not available.


	
^ "HFPS Golden Globes 1953"[image: External link]. Hollywood Foreign Press Association. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2007-07-06. Retrieved 2007-06-26. Nominations for 1953 are not available.


	
^ "HFPS Golden Globes 1954"[image: External link]. Hollywood Foreign Press Association. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2007-04-11. Retrieved 2007-06-26. Nominations for 1954 are not available.


	
^ "HFPS Golden Globes 1955"[image: External link]. Hollywood Foreign Press Association. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2007-06-07. Retrieved 2007-06-26. Nominations for 1955 are not available.





	General




	"HFPS Golden Globes Page"[image: External link]. Hollywood Foreign Press Association. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2007-07-15. Retrieved 2007-07-02.

	"IMDb Golden Globes Page"[image: External link]. The Internet Movie Database[image: External link]. Retrieved 2007-07-02.









Categories[image: External link]:

	Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]

	Lists of films by award[image: External link]

	Film directing awards[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 9 June 2017, at 05:08.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Golden Globe Award for Best Director: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Globe_Award_for_Best_Director [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Golden_Globe_Award_for_Best_Director [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 2010s

	2 2000s

	3 1990s

	4 1980s

	5 1970s

	6 1960s

	7 See also

	8 References





BAFTA Award for Best Direction






Winners of the BAFTA Award for Best Direction presented by the British Academy of Film and Television Arts[image: External link]. John Schlesinger, Roman Polanski, Woody Allen, Alan Parker, Louis Malle, Joel Coen, Peter Weir and Ang Lee tie for the most wins in this category, with two each. Martin Scorsese holds the record for most nominations, with nine.



TOP
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 2010s






	Year
	Director
	Film



	
2016

70th[image: External link]




	Damien Chazelle
	La La Land[image: External link]



	Tom Ford[image: External link]
	Nocturnal Animals[image: External link]



	Ken Loach[image: External link]
	I, Daniel Blake[image: External link]



	Kenneth Lonergan
	Manchester by the Sea[image: External link]



	Denis Villeneuve[image: External link]
	Arrival[image: External link]



	
2015

69th[image: External link]




	Alejandro G. Iñárritu
	The Revenant



	Todd Haynes[image: External link]
	Carol[image: External link]



	Adam McKay
	The Big Short[image: External link]



	Ridley Scott[image: External link]
	The Martian[image: External link]



	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Bridge of Spies[image: External link]



	
2014

68th[image: External link]




	Richard Linklater
	Boyhood



	Wes Anderson[image: External link]
	The Grand Budapest Hotel[image: External link]



	Damien Chazelle
	Whiplash[image: External link]



	Alejandro G. Iñárritu
	Birdman



	James Marsh[image: External link]
	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]



	
2013

67th[image: External link]




	Alfonso Cuarón
	Gravity[image: External link]



	Paul Greengrass
	Captain Phillips[image: External link]



	Steve McQueen[image: External link]
	12 Years a Slave



	David O. Russell
	American Hustle



	Martin Scorsese
	The Wolf of Wall Street[image: External link]



	
2012

66th[image: External link]




	Ben Affleck
	Argo



	Kathryn Bigelow
	Zero Dark Thirty[image: External link]



	Michael Haneke[image: External link]
	Amour[image: External link]



	Ang Lee
	Life of Pi[image: External link]



	Quentin Tarantino
	Django Unchained[image: External link]



	
2011

65th[image: External link]




	Michel Hazanavicius
	The Artist[image: External link]



	Tomas Alfredson[image: External link]
	Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy[image: External link]



	Lynne Ramsay[image: External link]
	We Need to Talk About Kevin[image: External link]



	Nicolas Winding Refn[image: External link]
	Drive[image: External link]



	Martin Scorsese
	Hugo[image: External link]



	
2010

64th[image: External link]




	David Fincher
	The Social Network



	Darren Aronofsky[image: External link]
	Black Swan[image: External link]



	Danny Boyle
	127 Hours[image: External link]



	Tom Hooper
	The King's Speech[image: External link]



	Christopher Nolan
	Inception[image: External link]
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 2000s






	Year
	Director
	Film



	
2009

63rd[image: External link]




	Kathryn Bigelow
	The Hurt Locker[image: External link]



	Neill Blomkamp[image: External link]
	District 9[image: External link]



	James Cameron
	Avatar



	Lone Scherfig[image: External link]
	An Education[image: External link]



	Quentin Tarantino
	Inglourious Basterds[image: External link]



	
2008

62nd[image: External link]




	Danny Boyle
	Slumdog Millionaire



	Stephen Daldry[image: External link]
	The Reader[image: External link]



	Clint Eastwood
	Changeling[image: External link]



	David Fincher
	The Curious Case of Benjamin Button[image: External link]



	Ron Howard
	Frost/Nixon[image: External link]



	
2007

61st[image: External link]




	Joel Coen and Ethan Coen
	No Country for Old Men[image: External link]



	Paul Thomas Anderson[image: External link]
	There Will Be Blood[image: External link]



	Paul Greengrass
	The Bourne Ultimatum[image: External link]



	Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck[image: External link]
	The Lives of Others (Das Leben der Anderen)[image: External link]



	Joe Wright[image: External link]
	Atonement



	
2006

60th[image: External link]




	Paul Greengrass
	United 93[image: External link]



	Jonathan Dayton and Valerie Faris[image: External link]
	Little Miss Sunshine[image: External link]



	Stephen Frears[image: External link]
	The Queen[image: External link]



	Alejandro González Iñárritu
	Babel



	Martin Scorsese
	The Departed[image: External link]



	
2005

59th[image: External link]




	Ang Lee
	Brokeback Mountain



	George Clooney
	Good Night, and Good Luck[image: External link].



	Paul Haggis
	Crash[image: External link]



	Fernando Meirelles[image: External link]
	The Constant Gardener[image: External link]



	Bennett Miller[image: External link]
	Capote[image: External link]



	
2004

58th[image: External link]




	Mike Leigh[image: External link]
	Vera Drake[image: External link]



	Marc Forster[image: External link]
	Finding Neverland[image: External link]



	Michel Gondry
	Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind[image: External link]



	Michael Mann[image: External link]
	Collateral[image: External link]



	Martin Scorsese
	The Aviator



	
2003

57th[image: External link]




	Peter Weir
	Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World[image: External link]



	Tim Burton[image: External link]
	Big Fish[image: External link]



	Sofia Coppola
	Lost in Translation[image: External link]



	Peter Jackson[image: External link]
	The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King



	Anthony Minghella
	Cold Mountain[image: External link]



	
2002

56th[image: External link]




	Roman Polanski
	The Pianist[image: External link]



	Stephen Daldry[image: External link]
	The Hours



	Peter Jackson[image: External link]
	The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers[image: External link]



	Rob Marshall
	Chicago[image: External link]



	Martin Scorsese
	Gangs of New York[image: External link]



	
2001

55th[image: External link]




	Peter Jackson[image: External link]
	The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring[image: External link]



	Robert Altman
	Gosford Park[image: External link]



	Ron Howard
	A Beautiful Mind



	Jean-Pierre Jeunet[image: External link]
	Amélie (Le Fabuleux destin d'Amélie Poulain)[image: External link]



	Baz Luhrmann
	Moulin Rouge![image: External link]



	
2000

54th[image: External link]




	Ang Lee
	Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon (Wo hu cang long)[image: External link]



	Stephen Daldry[image: External link]
	Billy Elliot[image: External link]



	Ridley Scott[image: External link]
	Gladiator



	Steven Soderbergh
	Traffic



	Steven Soderbergh
	Erin Brockovich[image: External link]
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 1990s






	Year
	Director
	Film



	
1999

53rd[image: External link]




	Pedro Almodóvar[image: External link]
	All About My Mother (Todo sobre mi madre)[image: External link]



	Neil Jordan[image: External link]
	The End of the Affair[image: External link]



	Sam Mendes[image: External link]
	American Beauty



	Anthony Minghella
	The Talented Mr. Ripley[image: External link]



	M. Night Shyamalan
	The Sixth Sense[image: External link]



	
1998

52nd[image: External link]




	Peter Weir
	The Truman Show[image: External link]



	Shekhar Kapur[image: External link]
	Elizabeth[image: External link]



	John Madden[image: External link]
	Shakespeare in Love



	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Saving Private Ryan



	
1997

51st[image: External link]




	Baz Luhrmann
	Romeo + Juliet[image: External link]



	James Cameron
	Titanic



	Peter Cattaneo[image: External link]
	The Full Monty



	Curtis Hanson
	L.A. Confidential[image: External link]



	
1996

50th[image: External link]




	Joel Coen
	Fargo[image: External link]



	Scott Hicks[image: External link]
	Shine[image: External link]



	Mike Leigh[image: External link]
	Secrets & Lies[image: External link]



	Anthony Minghella
	The English Patient



	
1995

49th[image: External link]




	Michael Radford
	Il Postino: The Postman[image: External link]



	Mel Gibson
	Braveheart[image: External link]



	Nicholas Hytner[image: External link]
	The Madness of King George[image: External link]



	Ang Lee
	Sense and Sensibility



	
1994

48th[image: External link]




	Mike Newell
	Four Weddings and a Funeral[image: External link]



	Krzysztof Kieslowski[image: External link]
	Three Colours: Red (Trois couleurs : Rouge)[image: External link]



	Quentin Tarantino
	Pulp Fiction[image: External link]



	Robert Zemeckis
	Forrest Gump



	
1993

47th[image: External link]




	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Schindler's List



	Richard Attenborough
	Shadowlands[image: External link]



	Jane Campion
	The Piano[image: External link]



	James Ivory[image: External link]
	The Remains of the Day[image: External link]



	
1992

46th[image: External link]




	Robert Altman
	The Player[image: External link]



	Clint Eastwood
	Unforgiven[image: External link]



	James Ivory[image: External link]
	Howards End[image: External link]



	Neil Jordan[image: External link]
	The Crying Game[image: External link]



	
1991

45th[image: External link]




	Alan Parker
	The Commitments[image: External link]



	Kevin Costner
	Dances with Wolves



	Jonathan Demme
	The Silence of the Lambs[image: External link]



	Ridley Scott[image: External link]
	Thelma & Louise[image: External link]



	
1990

44th[image: External link]




	Martin Scorsese
	Goodfellas[image: External link]



	Woody Allen
	Crimes and Misdemeanors[image: External link]



	Bruce Beresford[image: External link]
	Driving Miss Daisy[image: External link]



	Giuseppe Tornatore[image: External link]
	Cinema Paradiso (Nuovo cinema Paradiso)[image: External link]
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 1980s






	Year
	Director
	Film



	
1989

43rd[image: External link]




	Kenneth Branagh[image: External link]
	Henry V[image: External link]



	Stephen Frears[image: External link]
	Dangerous Liaisons[image: External link]



	Alan Parker
	Mississippi Burning[image: External link]



	Peter Weir
	Dead Poets Society[image: External link]



	
1988

42nd[image: External link]




	Louis Malle
	Au revoir les enfants[image: External link]



	Gabriel Axel[image: External link]
	Babette's Feast[image: External link]



	Bernardo Bertolucci
	The Last Emperor



	Charles Crichton[image: External link]
	A Fish Called Wanda[image: External link]



	
1987

41st[image: External link]




	Oliver Stone
	Platoon



	Richard Attenborough
	Cry Freedom[image: External link]



	Claude Berri[image: External link]
	Jean de Florette[image: External link]



	John Boorman[image: External link]
	Hope and Glory[image: External link]



	
1986

40th[image: External link]




	Woody Allen
	Hannah and Her Sisters[image: External link]



	Roland Joffé[image: External link]
	The Mission[image: External link]



	Neil Jordan[image: External link]
	Mona Lisa[image: External link]



	James Ivory[image: External link]
	A Room with a View[image: External link]



	
1984

38th[image: External link]




	Wim Wenders
	Paris, Texas[image: External link]



	Roland Joffé[image: External link]
	The Killing Fields[image: External link]



	Sergio Leone[image: External link]
	Once Upon a Time in America[image: External link]



	Peter Yates[image: External link]
	The Dresser[image: External link]



	
1983

37th[image: External link]




	Bill Forsyth
	Local Hero[image: External link]



	James Ivory[image: External link]
	Heat and Dust[image: External link]



	Sydney Pollack[image: External link]
	Tootsie[image: External link]



	Martin Scorsese
	The King of Comedy[image: External link]



	
1982

36th[image: External link]




	Richard Attenborough
	Gandhi[image: External link]



	Costa-Gavras[image: External link]
	Missing[image: External link]



	Mark Rydell[image: External link]
	On Golden Pond



	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial



	
1981

35th[image: External link]




	Louis Malle
	Atlantic City[image: External link]



	Bill Forsyth
	Gregory's Girl[image: External link]



	Hugh Hudson[image: External link]
	Chariots of Fire[image: External link]



	Karel Reisz[image: External link]
	The French Lieutenant's Woman[image: External link]



	
1980

34th[image: External link]




	Akira Kurosawa
	Kagemusha[image: External link]



	Robert Benton
	Kramer vs. Kramer



	David Lynch[image: External link]
	The Elephant Man[image: External link]



	Alan Parker
	Fame[image: External link]
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 1970s






	Year
	Director
	Film



	
1979

33rd[image: External link]




	Francis Ford Coppola
	Apocalypse Now[image: External link]



	Woody Allen
	Manhattan[image: External link]



	Michael Cimino
	The Deer Hunter[image: External link]



	John Schlesinger
	Yanks[image: External link]



	
1978

32nd[image: External link]




	Alan Parker
	Midnight Express



	Robert Altman
	A Wedding[image: External link]



	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Close Encounters of the Third Kind[image: External link]



	Fred Zinnemann
	Julia[image: External link]



	
1977

31st[image: External link]




	Woody Allen
	Annie Hall[image: External link]



	Richard Attenborough
	A Bridge Too Far[image: External link]



	John G. Avildsen
	Rocky



	Sidney Lumet
	Network[image: External link]



	
1976

30th[image: External link]




	Miloš Forman[image: External link]
	One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest



	Alan J. Pakula[image: External link]
	All the President's Men[image: External link]



	Alan Parker
	Bugsy Malone[image: External link]



	Martin Scorsese
	Taxi Driver[image: External link]



	
1975

29th[image: External link]




	Stanley Kubrick
	Barry Lyndon[image: External link]



	Sidney Lumet
	Dog Day Afternoon[image: External link]



	Martin Scorsese
	Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore[image: External link]



	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Jaws[image: External link]



	
1974

28th[image: External link]




	Roman Polanski
	Chinatown



	Francis Ford Coppola
	The Conversation[image: External link]



	Sidney Lumet
	
Murder on the Orient Express[image: External link] / Serpico[image: External link][1]




	Louis Malle
	Lacombe Lucien[image: External link]



	
1973

27th[image: External link]




	François Truffaut
	Day for Night[image: External link]



	Luis Buñuel[image: External link]
	The Discreet Charm of the Bourgeoisie[image: External link]



	Nicolas Roeg[image: External link]
	Don't Look Now[image: External link]



	Fred Zinnemann
	The Day of the Jackal[image: External link]



	
1972

26th[image: External link]




	Bob Fosse
	Cabaret[image: External link]



	Peter Bogdanovich[image: External link]
	The Last Picture Show[image: External link]



	William Friedkin
	The French Connection



	Stanley Kubrick
	A Clockwork Orange[image: External link]



	
1971

25th[image: External link]




	John Schlesinger
	Sunday Bloody Sunday[image: External link]



	Miloš Forman[image: External link]
	Taking Off[image: External link]



	Joseph Losey[image: External link]
	The Go-Between[image: External link]



	Luchino Visconti[image: External link]
	Death in Venice[image: External link]



	
1970

24th[image: External link]




	George Roy Hill
	Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid[image: External link]



	Robert Altman
	M*A*S*H[image: External link]



	David Lean
	Ryan's Daughter[image: External link]



	Ken Loach[image: External link]
	Kes[image: External link]
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 1960s






	Year
	Director
	Film



	
1969

23rd[image: External link]




	John Schlesinger
	Midnight Cowboy[image: External link]



	Richard Attenborough
	Oh! What a Lovely War[image: External link]



	Ken Russell[image: External link]
	Women in Love[image: External link]



	Peter Yates[image: External link]
	Bullitt[image: External link]



	
1968

22nd[image: External link]




	Mike Nichols
	The Graduate[image: External link]



	Lindsay Anderson[image: External link]
	if....[image: External link]



	Carol Reed[image: External link]
	Oliver![image: External link]



	Franco Zeffirelli[image: External link]
	Romeo and Juliet[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	Academy Award for Best Director[image: External link]

	Guldbagge Award for Best Director[image: External link]

	Golden Globe Award for Best Director

	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Director

	Directors Guild of America Award for Outstanding Directing – Feature Film




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 References






	
^ http://awards.bafta.org/keyword-search?keywords=sidney+lumet[image: External link]








Categories[image: External link]:

	British Academy Film Awards[image: External link]

	Films whose director won the Best Direction BAFTA Award[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 9 June 2017, at 05:15.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article BAFTA Award for Best Direction: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BAFTA_Award_for_Best_Direction [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=BAFTA_Award_for_Best_Direction [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 1950s

	2 1960s

	3 1970s

	4 1980s

	5 1990s

	6 2000s

	7 2010s

	8 See also

	9 References





Golden Globe Award for Best Motion Picture – Drama






This page lists the winners and nominees for the Golden Globe Award for Best Motion Picture – Drama,[1] since its institution in 1951. The organizer, the Hollywood Foreign Press Association (HFPA), is an organization of journalists who cover the United States film industry[image: External link], but are affiliated with publications outside North America.

When the awards were introduced, there was a single category for Best Picture. Starting with the 9th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], the Golden Globes split the Acting and Best Picture awards into Drama and Musical or Comedy[image: External link] categories.[2] Since 1951, the only time the awards were reunified was in 1953.[3]

In the following lists, the first titles listed are winners. These are also in bold and in blue background; those not in bold are nominees. For comparison/contrast purposes, crosses (†) indicate which of the listed films (if any) won the Academy Award for Best Picture that same year. Asterisks (*) indicate which of the listed films (if any) were nominated for the Best Picture Oscar that same year.

The years given are those in which the films under consideration were released, not the year of the ceremony, which always takes place the following year.
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 1950s






	Year
	Film
	Director[4]
	Producer/s[5]



	1951[image: External link]
	A Place in the Sun *
	George Stevens
	George Stevens



	Bright Victory[image: External link]
	Mark Robson[image: External link]
	Robert Buckner[image: External link]



	Detective Story[image: External link]
	William Wyler
	William Wyler



	Quo Vadis[image: External link] *
	Mervyn LeRoy[image: External link]
	Sam Zimbalist[image: External link]



	A Streetcar Named Desire[image: External link] *
	Elia Kazan
	Charles K. Feldman[image: External link]



	1952[image: External link]
	The Greatest Show on Earth †
	Cecil B. DeMille
	Cecil B. DeMille



	Come Back, Little Sheba[image: External link]
	Daniel Mann[image: External link]
	Hal B. Wallis[image: External link]



	The Happy Time[image: External link]
	Richard Fleischer[image: External link]
	Earl Fenton



	High Noon[image: External link] *
	Fred Zinnemann
	Stanley Kramer



	The Thief[image: External link]
	Russell Rouse
	Clarence Greene



	1953[image: External link]
	The Robe[image: External link] *
	Henry Koster[image: External link]
	Frank Ross[image: External link]



	1954[image: External link][6][7]
	On the Waterfront †
	Elia Kazan
	Sam Spiegel[image: External link]



	1955[image: External link][8][9]
	East of Eden
	Elia Kazan
	Elia Kazan



	1956[image: External link]
	Around the World in 80 Days[image: External link] †
	Michael Anderson[image: External link]
	Kevin McClory[image: External link]



	Giant[image: External link] *
	George Stevens
	Henry Ginsberg



	Lust for Life[image: External link]
	Vincente Minnelli
	John Houseman[image: External link]



	The Rainmaker[image: External link]
	Joseph Anthony[image: External link]
	Hal B. Wallis[image: External link]



	War and Peace[image: External link]
	King Vidor[image: External link]
	Dino De Laurentiis[image: External link]



	1957[image: External link]
	The Bridge on the River Kwai †
	David Lean
	Sam Spiegel[image: External link]



	12 Angry Men[image: External link] *
	Sidney Lumet
	Henry Fonda[image: External link]



	Sayonara[image: External link] *
	Joshua Logan
	William Goetz[image: External link]



	Wild Is the Wind[image: External link]
	George Cukor
	Hal B. Wallis[image: External link]



	Witness for the Prosecution[image: External link] *
	Billy Wilder
	Arthur Hornblow Jr.[image: External link]



	1958[image: External link]
	The Defiant Ones *
	Stanley Kramer
	Stanley Kramer



	Cat on a Hot Tin Roof[image: External link] *
	Richard Brooks[image: External link]
	Lawrence Weingarten[image: External link]



	Home Before Dark[image: External link]
	Mervyn LeRoy[image: External link]
	Mervyn LeRoy[image: External link]



	I Want to Live![image: External link]
	Robert Wise
	Claude Miller[image: External link]



	Separate Tables[image: External link] *
	Delbert Mann
	Harold Hecht[image: External link]



	1959[image: External link]
	Ben-Hur †
	William Wyler
	Sam Zimbalist[image: External link]



	Anatomy of a Murder[image: External link] *
	Otto Preminger[image: External link]
	Otto Preminger[image: External link]



	The Diary of Anne Frank[image: External link] *
	George Stevens
	George Stevens



	The Nun's Story[image: External link] *
	Fred Zinnemann
	Henry Blanke[image: External link]



	On the Beach[image: External link]
	Stanley Kramer
	Stanley Kramer
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 1960s






	Year
	Film
	Director[4]
	Producer/s[5]



	1960[image: External link]
	Spartacus
	Stanley Kubrick
	Kirk Douglas[image: External link]



	Elmer Gantry[image: External link] *
	Richard Brooks[image: External link]
	Bernard Smith[image: External link]



	Inherit the Wind[image: External link]
	Stanley Kramer
	Stanley Kramer



	Sons and Lovers[image: External link] *
	Jack Cardiff
	Jerry Wald[image: External link]



	Sunrise at Campobello[image: External link]
	Vincent J. Donehue[image: External link]
	Dore Schary[image: External link]



	1961[image: External link]
	The Guns of Navarone *
	J. Lee Thompson[image: External link]
	Carl Foreman[image: External link]



	El Cid[image: External link]
	Anthony Mann[image: External link]
	Samuel Bronston[image: External link]



	Fanny[image: External link] *
	Joshua Logan
	Ben Kadish



	Judgment at Nuremberg[image: External link] *
	Stanley Kramer
	Stanley Kramer



	Splendor in the Grass[image: External link]
	Elia Kazan
	Elia Kazan



	1962[image: External link]
	Lawrence of Arabia †
	David Lean
	Sam Spiegel[image: External link]



	The Chapman Report[image: External link]
	George Cukor
	Darryl F. Zanuck[image: External link]



	Days of Wine and Roses[image: External link]
	Blake Edwards[image: External link]
	Martin Manulis[image: External link]



	Freud[image: External link]
	John Huston
	Wolfgang Reinhardt[image: External link]



	Hemingway's Adventures of a Young Man[image: External link]
	Martin Ritt[image: External link]
	Jerry Wald[image: External link]



	Lisa[image: External link]
	Philip Dunne[image: External link]
	Mark Robson[image: External link]



	The Longest Day[image: External link] *
	Ken Annakin[image: External link]
	Darryl F. Zanuck[image: External link]



	The Miracle Worker[image: External link]
	Arthur Penn[image: External link]
	Fred Coe[image: External link]



	Mutiny on the Bounty[image: External link] *
	Lewis Milestone[image: External link]
	Aaron Rosenberg[image: External link]



	To Kill a Mockingbird[image: External link] *
	Robert Mulligan[image: External link]
	Alan J. Pakula[image: External link]



	1963[image: External link]
	The Cardinal
	Otto Preminger[image: External link]
	Martin C. Schute



	America America[image: External link] *
	Elia Kazan
	Elia Kazan



	Captain Newman, M.D.[image: External link]
	David Miller[image: External link]
	Robert Arthur[image: External link]



	The Caretakers[image: External link]
	Hall Bartlett[image: External link]
	Hall Bartlett[image: External link]



	Cleopatra[image: External link] *
	Joseph L. Mankiewicz
	Walter Wanger[image: External link]



	The Great Escape[image: External link]
	John Sturges[image: External link]
	John Sturges[image: External link]



	Hud[image: External link]
	Martin Ritt[image: External link]
	Irving Ravetch[image: External link]



	Lilies of the Field[image: External link] *
	Ralph Nelson[image: External link]
	Ralph Nelson[image: External link]



	1964[image: External link]
	Becket *
	Peter Glenville[image: External link]
	Hal B. Wallis[image: External link]



	The Chalk Garden[image: External link]
	Ronald Neame[image: External link]
	Ross Hunter[image: External link]



	Dear Heart[image: External link]
	Delbert Mann
	Martin Manulis[image: External link]



	The Night of the Iguana[image: External link]
	John Huston
	John Huston



	Zorba the Greek[image: External link] *
	Michael Cacoyannis[image: External link]
	Michael Cacoyannis[image: External link]



	1965[image: External link]
	Doctor Zhivago *
	David Lean
	Carlo Ponti[image: External link]



	The Collector[image: External link]
	William Wyler
	Jud Kinberg



	The Flight of the Phoenix[image: External link]
	Robert Aldrich[image: External link]
	Robert Aldrich[image: External link]



	A Patch of Blue[image: External link]
	Guy Green[image: External link]
	Guy Green[image: External link]



	Ship of Fools[image: External link] *
	Stanley Kramer
	Stanley Kramer



	1966[image: External link]
	A Man for All Seasons †
	Fred Zinnemann
	Fred Zinnemann



	Born Free[image: External link]
	James H. Hill[image: External link]
	Sam Jaffe[image: External link]



	The Professionals[image: External link]
	Richard Brooks[image: External link]
	Richard Brooks[image: External link]



	The Sand Pebbles[image: External link] *
	Robert Wise
	Robert Wise



	Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?[image: External link] *
	Mike Nichols
	Ernest Lehman[image: External link]



	1967[image: External link]
	In the Heat of the Night †
	Norman Jewison[image: External link]
	Walter Mirisch[image: External link]



	Bonnie and Clyde[image: External link] *
	Arthur Penn[image: External link]
	Warren Beatty



	Far from the Madding Crowd[image: External link]
	John Schlesinger
	Joseph Janni[image: External link]



	Guess Who's Coming to Dinner[image: External link] *
	Stanley Kramer
	George Glass[image: External link]



	In Cold Blood[image: External link]
	Richard Brooks[image: External link]
	Richard Brooks[image: External link]



	1968[image: External link]
	The Lion in Winter *
	Anthony Harvey
	Martin Poll[image: External link]



	CHAЯLY[image: External link]
	Ralph Nelson[image: External link]
	Ralph Nelson[image: External link]



	The Fixer[image: External link]
	John Frankenheimer
	Edward Lewis[image: External link]



	The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter[image: External link]
	Robert Ellis Miller[image: External link]
	Joel Freeman



	The Shoes of the Fisherman[image: External link]
	Michael Anderson[image: External link]
	George Englund[image: External link]



	1969[image: External link]
	Anne of the Thousand Days *
	Charles Jarrott
	Hal B. Wallis[image: External link]



	Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid[image: External link] *
	George Roy Hill
	John Foreman[image: External link]



	Midnight Cowboy[image: External link] †
	John Schlesinger
	Jerome Hellman[image: External link]



	The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie[image: External link]
	Ronald Neame[image: External link]
	James Cresson



	They Shoot Horses, Don't They?[image: External link]
	Sydney Pollack[image: External link]
	Robert Chartoff[image: External link]
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 1970s






	Year
	Film
	Director[4]
	Producer/s[5]



	1970[image: External link]
	Love Story *
	Arthur Hiller
	Howard G. Minsky[image: External link]



	Airport[image: External link] *
	George Seaton[image: External link]
	Ross Hunter



	Five Easy Pieces[image: External link] *
	Bob Rafelson[image: External link]
	Robert Daley[image: External link]



	I Never Sang for My Father[image: External link]
	Gilbert Cates[image: External link]
	Gilbert Cates



	Patton[image: External link] †
	Franklin J. Schaffner[image: External link]
	Frank Caffey



	1971[image: External link]
	The French Connection †
	William Friedkin
	Philip D'Antoni[image: External link]



	A Clockwork Orange[image: External link] *
	Stanley Kubrick
	Si Litvinoff



	The Last Picture Show[image: External link] *
	Peter Bogdanovich[image: External link]
	Stephen J. Friedman[image: External link]



	Mary, Queen of Scots[image: External link]
	Charles Jarrott
	Hal B. Wallis



	Summer of ‘42[image: External link]
	Robert Mulligan
	Richard A. Roth



	1972[image: External link]
	The Godfather †
	Francis Ford Coppola
	Albert S. Ruddy[image: External link]



	Deliverance[image: External link] *
	John Boorman[image: External link]
	John Boorman



	Frenzy[image: External link]
	Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link]
	William Hill



	The Poseidon Adventure[image: External link]
	Ronald Neame
	Irwin Allen[image: External link]



	Sleuth[image: External link]
	Joseph L. Mankiewicz
	Morton Gottlieb[image: External link]



	1973[image: External link]
	The Exorcist *
	William Friedkin
	William Peter Blatty



	Cinderella Liberty[image: External link]
	Mark Rydell[image: External link]
	Mark Rydell



	The Day of the Jackal[image: External link]
	Fred Zinnemann
	John Woolf[image: External link]



	Last Tango in Paris[image: External link]
	Bernardo Bertolucci
	Alberto Grimaldi[image: External link]



	Save the Tiger[image: External link]
	John G. Avildsen
	Edward S. Feldman[image: External link]



	Serpico[image: External link]
	Sidney Lumet
	Dino De Laurentiis



	1974[image: External link]
	Chinatown *
	Roman Polanski
	Robert Evans[image: External link]



	The Conversation[image: External link] *
	Francis Ford Coppola
	Francis Ford Coppola



	Earthquake[image: External link]
	Mark Robson
	Mark Robson



	The Godfather Part II[image: External link] †
	Francis Ford Coppola
	Francis Ford Coppola



	A Woman Under the Influence[image: External link]
	John Cassavetes[image: External link]
	Sam Shaw



	1975[image: External link]
	One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest †
	Miloš Forman[image: External link]
	Michael Douglas



	Barry Lyndon[image: External link] *
	Stanley Kubrick
	Stanley Kubrick



	Dog Day Afternoon[image: External link] *
	Sidney Lumet
	Martin Bregman



	Jaws[image: External link] *
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	David Brown[image: External link]



	Nashville[image: External link] *
	Robert Altman
	Robert Altman



	1976[image: External link]
	Rocky †
	John G. Avildsen
	Robert Chartoff and Irwin Winkler[image: External link]



	All the President's Men[image: External link] *
	Alan J. Pakula
	Walter Coblenz



	Bound for Glory[image: External link] *
	Hal Ashby[image: External link]
	Robert Blumofe



	Network[image: External link] *
	Sidney Lumet
	Howard Gottfried



	Voyage of the Damned[image: External link]
	Stuart Rosenberg[image: External link]
	Robert Fryer



	1977[image: External link]
	The Turning Point *
	Herbert Ross
	Arthur Laurents[image: External link]



	Close Encounters of the Third Kind[image: External link]
	Steven Spielberg
	Julia Phillips[image: External link]



	I Never Promised You a Rose Garden[image: External link]
	Anthony Page[image: External link]
	Daniel H. Blatt



	Julia[image: External link] *
	Fred Zinnemann
	Richard A. Roth



	Star Wars[image: External link] *
	George Lucas[image: External link]
	Gary Kurtz[image: External link]



	1978[image: External link]
	Midnight Express *
	Alan Parker
	Alan Marshall[image: External link]



	Coming Home[image: External link] *
	Hal Ashby
	Robert C. Jones



	Days of Heaven[image: External link]
	Terrence Malick
	Bert Schneider[image: External link]



	The Deer Hunter[image: External link] †
	Michael Cimino
	Barry Spikings[image: External link]



	An Unmarried Woman[image: External link] *
	Paul Mazursky[image: External link]
	Paul Mazursky



	1979[image: External link]
	Kramer vs. Kramer †
	Robert Benton
	Stanley R. Jaffe[image: External link]



	Apocalypse Now[image: External link] *
	Francis Ford Coppola
	Francis Ford Coppola



	The China Syndrome[image: External link]
	James Bridges[image: External link]
	Michael Douglas



	Manhattan[image: External link]
	Woody Allen
	Charles H. Joffe[image: External link]



	Norma Rae[image: External link] *
	Martin Ritt
	Alexandra Rose
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 1980s






	Year
	Film
	Director[4]
	Producer/s[5]



	1980[image: External link]
	Ordinary People †
	Robert Redford
	Ronald L. Schwary[image: External link]



	The Elephant Man[image: External link] *
	David Lynch[image: External link]
	Jonathan Sanger



	The Ninth Configuration[image: External link]
	William Peter Blatty
	William Peter Blatty



	Raging Bull[image: External link] *
	Martin Scorsese
	Robert Chartoff



	The Stunt Man[image: External link]
	Richard Rush[image: External link]
	Richard Rush



	1981[image: External link]
	On Golden Pond *
	Mark Rydell
	Bruce Gilbert



	The French Lieutenant's Woman[image: External link]
	Karel Reisz[image: External link]
	Leon Clore



	Prince of the City[image: External link]
	Sidney Lumet
	Sidney Lumet



	Ragtime[image: External link]
	Miloš Forman
	Dino De Laurentiis



	Reds[image: External link] *
	Warren Beatty
	Warren Beatty



	1982[image: External link]
	E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial *
	Steven Spielberg
	Steven Spielberg



	Missing[image: External link] *
	Costa-Gavras[image: External link]
	Edward Lewis



	An Officer and a Gentleman[image: External link]
	Taylor Hackford[image: External link]
	Martin Elfand



	Sophie's Choice[image: External link]
	Alan J. Pakula
	Alan J. Pakula



	The Verdict[image: External link] *
	Sidney Lumet
	David Brown



	1983[image: External link]
	Terms of Endearment †
	James L. Brooks
	James L. Brooks



	Reuben, Reuben[image: External link]
	Robert Ellis Miller
	Julius J. Epstein[image: External link]



	The Right Stuff[image: External link] *
	Philip Kaufman[image: External link]
	Irwin Winkler[image: External link]



	Silkwood[image: External link]
	Mike Nichols
	Alice Arlen[image: External link]



	Tender Mercies[image: External link] *
	Bruce Beresford[image: External link]
	Philip Hobel



	1984[image: External link]
	Amadeus †
	Miloš Forman
	Saul Zaentz[image: External link]



	The Cotton Club[image: External link]
	Francis Ford Coppola
	Robert Evans



	The Killing Fields[image: External link] *
	Roland Joffé[image: External link]
	David Puttnam[image: External link]



	Places in the Heart[image: External link] *
	Robert Benton
	Robert Benton



	A Soldier's Story[image: External link] *
	Norman Jewison
	Norman Jewison



	1985[image: External link]
	Out of Africa †
	Sydney Pollack
	Sydney Pollack



	The Color Purple[image: External link] *
	Steven Spielberg
	Steven Spielberg



	Kiss of the Spider Woman[image: External link] *
	Hector Babenco[image: External link]
	David Weisman[image: External link]



	Runaway Train[image: External link]
	Andrei Konchalovsky[image: External link]
	Richard Garcia



	Witness[image: External link] *
	Peter Weir
	Edward S. Feldman



	1986[image: External link]
	Platoon †
	Oliver Stone
	Arnold Kopelson[image: External link]



	Children of a Lesser God[image: External link] *
	Randa Haines[image: External link]
	Chris Bender



	The Mission[image: External link] *
	Roland Joffé
	Fernando Ghia



	Mona Lisa[image: External link]
	Neil Jordan[image: External link]
	Stephen Woolley[image: External link]



	A Room with a View[image: External link] *
	James Ivory[image: External link]
	Ismail Merchant[image: External link]



	Stand by Me[image: External link]
	Rob Reiner
	Bruce A. Evans[image: External link]



	1987[image: External link]
	The Last Emperor †
	Bernardo Bertolucci
	Jeremy Thomas[image: External link]



	Cry Freedom[image: External link]
	Richard Attenborough
	Richard Attenborough



	Empire of the Sun[image: External link]
	Steven Spielberg
	Kathleen Kennedy[image: External link]



	Fatal Attraction[image: External link] *
	Adrian Lyne[image: External link]
	Stanley R. Jaffe



	La Bamba[image: External link]
	Luis Valdez[image: External link]
	Stuart Benjamin[image: External link]



	Nuts[image: External link]
	Martin Ritt
	Teri Schwartz



	1988[image: External link]
	Rain Man †
	Barry Levinson
	Mark Johnson[image: External link]



	The Accidental Tourist[image: External link] *
	Lawrence Kasdan[image: External link]
	Phyllis Carlyle



	A Cry in the Dark[image: External link]
	Fred Schepisi[image: External link]
	Yoram Globus[image: External link]



	Gorillas in the Mist[image: External link]
	Michael Apted[image: External link]
	Peter Guber[image: External link]



	Mississippi Burning[image: External link] *
	Alan Parker
	Robert F. Colesberry[image: External link]



	Running on Empty[image: External link]
	Sidney Lumet
	Griffin Dunne[image: External link]



	The Unbearable Lightness of Being[image: External link]
	Philip Kaufman
	Bertil Ohlsson



	1989[image: External link]
	Born on the Fourth of July *
	Oliver Stone
	A. Kitman Ho[image: External link]



	Crimes and Misdemeanors[image: External link]
	Woody Allen
	Charles H. Joffe



	Dead Poets Society[image: External link] *
	Peter Weir
	Paul Junger Witt[image: External link]



	Do the Right Thing[image: External link]
	Spike Lee[image: External link]
	Spike Lee



	Glory[image: External link]
	Edward Zwick[image: External link]
	Freddie Fields[image: External link]
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 1990s






	Year
	Film
	Director[4]
	Producer/s[5]



	1990[image: External link]
	Dances with Wolves †
	Kevin Costner
	Jim Wilson and Kevin Costner



	Avalon[image: External link]
	Barry Levinson
	Mark Johnson



	The Godfather Part III[image: External link] *
	Francis Ford Coppola
	Francis Ford Coppola



	Goodfellas[image: External link] *
	Martin Scorsese
	Irwin Winkler



	Reversal of Fortune[image: External link]
	Barbet Schroeder[image: External link]
	Edward R. Pressman[image: External link]



	1991[image: External link]
	Bugsy *
	Barry Levinson
	Warren Beatty



	JFK[image: External link] *
	Oliver Stone
	Arnon Milchan[image: External link]



	The Prince of Tides[image: External link] *
	Barbra Streisand[image: External link]
	Andrew S. Karsch



	The Silence of the Lambs[image: External link] †
	Jonathan Demme
	Kenneth Utt



	Thelma & Louise[image: External link]
	Ridley Scott[image: External link]
	Mimi Polk Gitlin



	1992[image: External link]
	Scent of a Woman *
	Martin Brest[image: External link]
	Martin Brest



	The Crying Game[image: External link] *
	Neil Jordan
	Stephen Woolley



	A Few Good Men[image: External link] *
	Rob Reiner
	David Brown



	Howards End[image: External link] *
	James Ivory
	Ismail Merchant



	Unforgiven[image: External link] †
	Clint Eastwood
	Clint Eastwood



	1993[image: External link]
	Schindler's List †
	Steven Spielberg
	Steven Spielberg



	The Age of Innocence[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	Barbara De Fina[image: External link]



	In the Name of the Father[image: External link] *
	Jim Sheridan
	Jim Sheridan



	The Piano[image: External link] *
	Jane Campion
	Jan Chapman[image: External link]



	The Remains of the Day[image: External link] *
	James Ivory
	Ismail Merchant



	1994[image: External link]
	Forrest Gump †
	Robert Zemeckis
	Wendy Finerman[image: External link]



	Legends of the Fall[image: External link]
	Edward Zwick
	Marshall Herskovitz[image: External link]



	Nell[image: External link]
	Michael Apted
	Jodie Foster[image: External link]



	Pulp Fiction[image: External link] *
	Quentin Tarantino
	Lawrence Bender[image: External link]



	Quiz Show[image: External link] *
	Robert Redford
	Robert Redford



	1995[image: External link]
	Sense and Sensibility *
	Ang Lee
	Laurie Borg



	Apollo 13 *
	Ron Howard
	Brian Grazer[image: External link]



	Braveheart[image: External link] †
	Mel Gibson
	Mel Gibson



	The Bridges of Madison County[image: External link]
	Clint Eastwood
	Clint Eastwood



	Leaving Las Vegas[image: External link]
	Mike Figgis[image: External link]
	Lila Cazès



	1996[image: External link]
	The English Patient †
	Anthony Minghella
	Saul Zaentz



	Breaking the Waves[image: External link]
	Lars von Trier[image: External link]
	Peter Aalbæk Jensen



	The People vs. Larry Flynt[image: External link]
	Miloš Forman
	Oliver Stone



	Secrets & Lies[image: External link] *
	Mike Leigh[image: External link]
	Simon Channing-Williams



	Shine[image: External link] *
	Scott Hicks[image: External link]
	Jane Scott[image: External link]



	1997[image: External link]
	Titanic †
	James Cameron
	James Cameron and Jon Landau[image: External link]



	Amistad[image: External link]
	Steven Spielberg
	Debbie Allen[image: External link]



	The Boxer[image: External link]
	Jim Sheridan
	Arthur Lappin



	Good Will Hunting *
	Gus Van Sant
	Lawrence Bender



	L.A. Confidential[image: External link] *
	Curtis Hanson
	Curtis Hanson



	1998[image: External link]
	Saving Private Ryan *
	Steven Spielberg
	Steven Spielberg



	Elizabeth[image: External link] *
	Shekhar Kapur[image: External link]
	Tim Bevan[image: External link]



	Gods and Monsters[image: External link]
	Bill Condon[image: External link]
	Paul Colichman



	The Horse Whisperer[image: External link]
	Robert Redford
	Patrick Markey



	The Truman Show[image: External link]
	Peter Weir
	Edward S. Feldman



	1999[image: External link]
	American Beauty †
	Sam Mendes[image: External link]
	Bruce Cohen[image: External link]



	The End of the Affair[image: External link]
	Neil Jordan
	Neil Jordan



	The Hurricane[image: External link]
	Norman Jewison
	Armyan Bernstein



	The Insider[image: External link] *
	Michael Mann[image: External link]
	Pieter Jan Brugge[image: External link]



	The Talented Mr. Ripley[image: External link]
	Anthony Minghella
	William Horberg
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 2000s






	Year
	Film
	Director[4]
	Producer/s[5]



	2000[image: External link][10]
	Gladiator †
	Ridley Scott[image: External link]
	Douglas Wick[image: External link]



	Billy Elliot[image: External link]
	Stephen Daldry[image: External link]
	Charles Brand



	Erin Brockovich[image: External link] *
	Steven Soderbergh
	Danny DeVito[image: External link]



	Sunshine[image: External link]
	István Szabó[image: External link]
	András Hámori



	Traffic *
	Steven Soderbergh
	Edward Zwick



	Wonder Boys[image: External link]
	Curtis Hanson
	Curtis Hanson



	2001[image: External link]
	A Beautiful Mind †
	Ron Howard
	Brian Grazer[image: External link]



	In the Bedroom[image: External link] *
	Todd Field[image: External link]
	Todd Field



	The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring[image: External link] *
	Peter Jackson[image: External link]
	Peter Jackson, Barrie M. Osborne[image: External link], Fran Walsh[image: External link]



	The Man Who Wasn't There[image: External link]
	Joel Coen
	Ethan Coen



	Mulholland Drive[image: External link]
	David Lynch[image: External link]
	Pierre Edelman



	2002[image: External link]
	The Hours *
	Stephen Daldry[image: External link]
	Robert Fox[image: External link] and Scott Rudin[image: External link]



	About Schmidt[image: External link]
	Alexander Payne
	Michael Besman



	Gangs of New York[image: External link] *
	Martin Scorsese
	Alberto Grimaldi[image: External link]



	The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers[image: External link] *
	Peter Jackson[image: External link]
	Peter Jackson, Barrie M. Osborne[image: External link], Fran Walsh[image: External link]



	The Pianist[image: External link] *
	Roman Polanski
	Roman Polanski



	2003[image: External link]
	The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King †
	Peter Jackson[image: External link]
	Peter Jackson, Barrie M. Osborne[image: External link], Fran Walsh[image: External link]



	Cold Mountain[image: External link]
	Anthony Minghella
	Albert Berger



	Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World[image: External link] *
	Peter Weir
	Peter Weir



	Mystic River[image: External link] *
	Clint Eastwood
	Robert Lorenz[image: External link]



	Seabiscuit[image: External link] *
	Gary Ross[image: External link]
	Kathleen Kennedy[image: External link]



	2004[image: External link]
	The Aviator *
	Martin Scorsese
	Michael Mann[image: External link]



	Closer[image: External link]
	Mike Nichols
	Patrick Marber[image: External link]



	Finding Neverland[image: External link] *
	Marc Forster[image: External link]
	Richard N. Gladstein[image: External link]



	Hotel Rwanda[image: External link]
	Terry George[image: External link]
	Terry George



	Kinsey[image: External link]
	Bill Condon
	Gail Mutrux



	Million Dollar Baby[image: External link] †
	Clint Eastwood
	Clint Eastwood, Albert S. Ruddy[image: External link], Tom Rosenberg[image: External link]



	2005[image: External link]
	Brokeback Mountain *
	Ang Lee
	Diana Ossana



	The Constant Gardener[image: External link]
	Fernando Meirelles[image: External link]
	Simon Channing-Williams



	Good Night, and Good Luck[image: External link] *
	George Clooney
	Grant Heslov[image: External link]



	A History of Violence[image: External link]
	David Cronenberg[image: External link]
	Chris Bender



	Match Point[image: External link]
	Woody Allen
	Letty Aronson[image: External link]



	2006[image: External link]
	Babel *
	Alejandro González Iñárritu
	Steve Golin[image: External link]



	Bobby[image: External link]
	Emilio Estevez[image: External link]
	Anthony Hopkins[image: External link]



	The Departed[image: External link] †
	Martin Scorsese
	Brad Grey[image: External link]



	Little Children[image: External link]
	Todd Field
	Albert Berger



	The Queen[image: External link] *
	Stephen Frears[image: External link]
	François Ivernel



	2007[image: External link]
	Atonement *
	Joe Wright[image: External link]
	Tim Bevan[image: External link]



	American Gangster[image: External link]
	Ridley Scott
	Brian Grazer



	Eastern Promises[image: External link]
	David Cronenberg
	Paul Webster



	The Great Debaters[image: External link]
	Denzel Washington[image: External link]
	Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]



	Michael Clayton[image: External link] *
	Tony Gilroy[image: External link]
	Sydney Pollack



	No Country for Old Men[image: External link] †
	Joel and Ethan Coen
	Joel Coen, Ethan Coen, Scott Rudin[image: External link]



	There Will Be Blood[image: External link] *
	Paul Thomas Anderson[image: External link]
	Paul Thomas Anderson



	2008[image: External link]
	Slumdog Millionaire †
	Danny Boyle
	Christian Colson



	The Curious Case of Benjamin Button[image: External link] *
	David Fincher
	Kathleen Kennedy, Frank Marshall[image: External link], Ray Stark[image: External link]



	Frost/Nixon[image: External link] *
	Ron Howard
	Tim Bevan, Eric Fellner[image: External link], Brian Grazer[image: External link], Ron Howard



	The Reader[image: External link] *
	Stephen Daldry
	Anthony Minghella, Sydney Pollack, Scott Rudin



	Revolutionary Road[image: External link]
	Sam Mendes
	Bobby Cohen[image: External link], Sam Mendes, Scott Rudin



	2009[image: External link]
	Avatar *
	James Cameron
	James Cameron and Jon Landau[image: External link]



	The Hurt Locker[image: External link] †
	Kathryn Bigelow
	Kathryn Bigelow, Mark Boal, Nicolas Chartier[image: External link], Tony Mark[image: External link], Donall McCusker, Greg Shapiro



	Inglourious Basterds[image: External link] *
	Quentin Tarantino
	Lawrence Bender[image: External link]



	Precious[image: External link] *
	Lee Daniels[image: External link]
	Lisa Cortes, Sarah Siegel-Magness, Valerie Hoffman[image: External link], Asger Hussain, Gary Magness, Mark G. Magges, Berrgen Swason, Simone Sheffield



	Up in the Air[image: External link] *
	Jason Reitman
	Daniel Dubiecki[image: External link], Jeffrey Clifford, Ivan Reitman[image: External link], Jason Reitman
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 2010s






	Year
	Film
	Director[4]
	Producer/s[5]



	2010[image: External link]
	The Social Network *
	David Fincher
	Scott Rudin[image: External link], Dana Brunetti[image: External link], Michael De Luca[image: External link], Ceán Chaffin[image: External link]



	Black Swan[image: External link] *
	Darren Aronofsky[image: External link]
	Mike Medavoy[image: External link], Scott Franklin, Arnold Messer, Brian Oliver[image: External link]



	The Fighter[image: External link] *
	David O. Russell
	David Hoberman[image: External link], Todd Lieberman[image: External link], Ryan Kavanaugh[image: External link], Mark Wahlberg[image: External link], Dorothy Aufiero, Paul Tamasy



	Inception[image: External link] *
	Christopher Nolan
	Christopher Nolan, Emma Thomas[image: External link]



	The King's Speech[image: External link] †
	Tom Hooper
	Iain Canning[image: External link], Emile Sherman, Gareth Unwin[image: External link]



	2011[image: External link]
	The Descendants *
	Alexander Payne
	Jim Burke[image: External link], Alexander Payne, Jim Taylor



	The Help *
	Tate Taylor[image: External link]
	Chris Columbus[image: External link], Michael Barnathan[image: External link], Brunson Green[image: External link]



	Hugo[image: External link] *
	Martin Scorsese
	Johnny Depp[image: External link], Timothy Headington[image: External link], Graham King[image: External link], Martin Scorsese



	The Ides of March[image: External link]
	George Clooney
	George Clooney, Grant Heslov[image: External link], Brian Oliver[image: External link]



	Moneyball[image: External link] *
	Bennett Miller[image: External link]
	Michael De Luca[image: External link], Rachael Horovitz[image: External link], Brad Pitt



	War Horse[image: External link] *
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link], Kathleen Kennedy[image: External link]



	2012[image: External link][11]
	Argo †
	Ben Affleck
	Ben Affleck, George Clooney, Grant Heslov[image: External link]



	Django Unchained[image: External link] *
	Quentin Tarantino
	Stacey Sher[image: External link], Reginald Hudlin[image: External link], Pilar Savone[image: External link]



	Life of Pi[image: External link] *
	Ang Lee
	Ang Lee, Gil Netter, David Womark[image: External link]



	Lincoln[image: External link] *
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Steven Spielberg, Kathleen Kennedy[image: External link]



	Zero Dark Thirty[image: External link] *
	Kathryn Bigelow
	Kathryn Bigelow, Colin Wilson[image: External link], Greg Shapiro, Ted Schipper, Megan Ellison[image: External link]



	2013[image: External link][12]
	12 Years a Slave †
	Steve McQueen[image: External link]
	Brad Pitt, Dede Gardner[image: External link], Jeremy Kleiner[image: External link], Bill Pohlad[image: External link], Steve McQueen[image: External link], Arnon Milchan[image: External link], Anthony Katagas[image: External link]



	Captain Phillips[image: External link] *
	Paul Greengrass
	Michael De Luca[image: External link], Dana Brunetti[image: External link], Scott Rudin[image: External link]



	Gravity[image: External link] *
	Alfonso Cuarón
	Alfonso Cuarón, David Heyman[image: External link]



	Philomena[image: External link] *
	Stephen Frears[image: External link]
	Gabrielle Tana[image: External link], Steve Coogan[image: External link], Tracey Seaward[image: External link]



	Rush[image: External link]
	Ron Howard
	Andrew Eaton[image: External link], Eric Fellner[image: External link], Brian Oliver[image: External link], Peter Morgan, Brian Grazer[image: External link], Ron Howard



	2014[image: External link][13]
	Boyhood *
	Richard Linklater
	Richard Linklater, Cathleen Sutherland[image: External link], Jonathan Sehring, John Sloss[image: External link]



	Foxcatcher[image: External link]
	Bennett Miller[image: External link]
	Bennett Miller, Megan Ellison[image: External link], Jon Kilik, Anthony Bregman



	The Imitation Game[image: External link] *
	Morten Tyldum[image: External link]
	Nora Grossman[image: External link], Ido Ostrowsky[image: External link], Teddy Schwarzman[image: External link]



	Selma[image: External link] *
	Ava DuVernay[image: External link]
	Dede Gardner[image: External link], Jeremy Kleiner[image: External link], Christian Colson[image: External link], Oprah Winfrey[image: External link]



	The Theory of Everything[image: External link] *
	James Marsh[image: External link]
	Tim Bevan[image: External link], Eric Fellner[image: External link], Lisa Bruce[image: External link], Anthony McCarten[image: External link]



	2015[image: External link][14]
	The Revenant *
	Alejandro G. Iñárritu
	Steve Golin[image: External link], Alejandro G. Iñárritu, Arnon Milchan[image: External link], Mary Parent[image: External link], Keith Redmon[image: External link]



	Carol[image: External link]
	Todd Haynes[image: External link]
	Elizabeth Karlsen[image: External link], Christine Vachon[image: External link], Stephen Woolley[image: External link]



	Mad Max: Fury Road[image: External link] *
	George Miller
	Doug Mitchell[image: External link], George Miller, P. J. Voeten



	Room[image: External link] *
	Lenny Abrahamson[image: External link]
	Ed Guiney[image: External link], David Gross



	Spotlight †
	Tom McCarthy
	Steve Golin[image: External link], Blye Pagon Faust[image: External link], Nicole Rocklin[image: External link], Michael Sugar[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	Moonlight †
	Barry Jenkins
	Dede Gardner[image: External link], Jeremy Kleiner[image: External link], Adele Romanski[image: External link]



	Hacksaw Ridge[image: External link] *
	Mel Gibson
	Terry Benedict, Paul Currie[image: External link], Bruce Davey[image: External link], William D. Johnson, Bill Mechanic[image: External link], Brian Oliver[image: External link], David Permut[image: External link]



	Hell or High Water[image: External link] *
	David Mackenzie[image: External link]
	Peter Berg[image: External link], Carla Hacken, Sidney Kimmel[image: External link], Gigi Pritzker[image: External link], Rachel Shane, Julie York



	Lion[image: External link] *
	Garth Davis[image: External link]
	Iain Canning[image: External link], Angie Fielder, Emile Sherman



	Manchester by the Sea[image: External link] *
	Kenneth Lonergan
	Lauren Beck, Matt Damon, Chris Moore, Kimberly Steward, Kevin J. Walsh
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BAFTA Award for Best Film






The BAFTA Award for Best Film is given annually by the British Academy of Film and Television Arts[image: External link] and presented at the British Academy Film Awards. It has been given since the 1st BAFTA Awards[image: External link], representing the best films of 1947, but until 1969 it was called the BAFTA Award for Best Film From Any Source. It is possible for films from any country to be nominated, although British films are also recognised in the category BAFTA Award for Best British Film[image: External link] and (since 1983) foreign-language films in BAFTA Award for Best Film Not in the English Language[image: External link]. As such, there have been multiple occasions of a film being nominated in two of these categories.

There has been one tie for the Best Film award when, in 1962, Ballad of a Soldier[image: External link] tied with The Hustler[image: External link] for Best Film from any Source. Until 1981, the award was given to the director,[1] except in 1976 and 1977, when it was given to the producers. From 1981 to 1985, it was given solely to the producers, and then in 1986, it was shared between the Director and Producer. In 1998, it was once again given to only the producers.

In the following lists, the titles and names in bold with a dark grey background are the winners and recipients respectively; those not in bold are the nominees. The years given are those in which the films under consideration were released, not the year of the ceremony, which always takes place the following year.



TOP
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 1940s






	Category
	Film
	Director(s)
	Producer(s)
	Country



	1947

(1st)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	The Best Years of Our Lives[image: External link]
	William Wyler
	Samuel Goldwyn[image: External link]
	United States



	1948

(2nd)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	Hamlet[image: External link]
	Laurence Olivier[image: External link]
	Laurence Olivier[image: External link]
	Britain[image: External link]



	Crossfire[image: External link]
	Edward Dmytryk[image: External link]
	Adrian Scott[image: External link]
	USA



	The Fallen Idol[image: External link]
	Carol Reed[image: External link]
	Carol Reed[image: External link]
	Britain



	Monsieur Vincent[image: External link]
	Maurice Cloche[image: External link]
	Viscount George de la Grandiere
	France



	The Naked City[image: External link]
	Jules Dassin[image: External link]
	Mark Hellinger[image: External link]
	USA



	Paisan[image: External link] (Paisà)
	Roberto Rossellini[image: External link]
	Rod E. Geiger[image: External link]

Roberto Rossellini[image: External link]
	Italy



	Four Steps in the Clouds[image: External link]
	Alessandro Blasetti[image: External link]
	Giuseppe Amato[image: External link]
	Italy



	1949

(3rd)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	Bicycle Thieves[image: External link]
	Vittorio De Sica[image: External link]
	Giuseppe Amato[image: External link]
	Italy



	The Ballad of Berlin[image: External link]
	R. A. Stemmle[image: External link]
	Alf Teichs[image: External link]
	Germany



	The Last Stage[image: External link]
	Wanda Jakubowska[image: External link]
	
	Poland



	The Set-Up[image: External link]
	Robert Wise
	Richard Goldstone
	USA



	The Third Man[image: External link]
	Carol Reed[image: External link]
	Carol Reed[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Treasure of the Sierra Madre[image: External link]
	John Huston
	Henry Blanke[image: External link]
	USA



	The Window[image: External link]
	Ted Tetzlaff[image: External link]
	Frederic Ullman Jr.
	USA
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 1950s






	Category
	Film
	Director(s)
	Producer(s)
	Country



	1950

(4th)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	All About Eve[image: External link]
	Joseph L. Mankiewicz
	Darryl F. Zanuck[image: External link]
	USA



	The Asphalt Jungle[image: External link]
	John Huston
	Arthur Hornblow Jr.[image: External link]
	USA



	Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]
	René Clair[image: External link]
	Salvo D'Angelo[image: External link]
	France



	Intruder in the Dust[image: External link]
	Clarence Brown[image: External link]
	Clarence Brown[image: External link]
	USA



	The Men[image: External link]
	Fred Zinnemann
	Stanley Kramer
	USA



	On the Town[image: External link]
	Stanley Donen[image: External link]

Gene Kelly[image: External link]
	Arthur Freed[image: External link]
	USA



	Orphée[image: External link][2]
	Jean Cocteau[image: External link]
	André Paulvé
	France



	1951

(5th)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	La Ronde[image: External link]
	Max Ophüls[image: External link]
	Ralph Baum[image: External link]

Sacha Gordine
	France



	An American in Paris[image: External link]
	Vincente Minnelli
	Arthur Freed[image: External link]
	USA



	The Browning Version[image: External link]
	Anthony Asquith[image: External link]
	Teddy Baird
	Britain



	Detective Story[image: External link]
	William Wyler
	William Wyler
	USA



	Sunday in August[image: External link]
	Luciano Emmer[image: External link]
	Sergio Amidei[image: External link]
	Italy



	Fourteen Hours[image: External link]
	Henry Hathaway[image: External link]
	Sol C. Siegel[image: External link]
	USA



	Miss Julie[image: External link]
	Alf Sjöberg[image: External link]
	Rune Waldekranz
	Sweden



	The Lavender Hill Mob[image: External link]
	Charles Crichton[image: External link]
	Michael Balcon[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Magic Box[image: External link] (1951)[3]
	John Boulting[image: External link]
	Ronald Neame[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Magic Garden[image: External link]
	Donald Swanson[image: External link]
	Donald Swanson[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Man in the White Suit[image: External link]
	Alexander Mackendrick[image: External link]
	Michael Balcon[image: External link]
	Britain



	No Resting Place[image: External link]
	Paul Rotha[image: External link]
	Colin Lesslie
	Britain



	The Red Badge of Courage[image: External link]
	John Huston
	Gottfried Reinhardt[image: External link]
	USA



	The Small Miracle[image: External link]
	Maurice Cloche[image: External link]

Ralph Smart[image: External link]
	Anthony Havelock-Allan[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Sound of Fury[image: External link]
	Cyril Endfield[image: External link]
	Robert Stillman
	USA



	A Walk in the Sun[image: External link]
	Lewis Milestone[image: External link]
	Lewis Milestone[image: External link]
	USA



	White Corridors[image: External link]
	Pat Jackson[image: External link]
	John Croydon[image: External link]

Joseph Janni[image: External link]
	Britain



	Edward and Caroline[image: External link]
	Jacques Becker[image: External link]
	
	France



	1952

(6th)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	The Sound Barrier[image: External link]
	David Lean
	David Lean
	Britain



	The African Queen[image: External link]
	John Huston
	Sam Spiegel[image: External link]
	Britain



	Angels One Five[image: External link]
	George More O'Ferrall[image: External link]
	John W. Gossage

Derek N. Twist[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Boy Kumasenu[image: External link]
	Sean Graham[image: External link]
	
	Ghana



	Carrie[image: External link]
	William Wyler
	William Wyler
	USA



	Golden Helmet[image: External link] (Casque d'Or)
	Jacques Becker[image: External link]
	Raymond Hakim[image: External link]

Robert Hakim[image: External link]
	France



	Cry, the Beloved Country[image: External link]
	Zoltán Korda[image: External link]
	Zoltán Korda[image: External link]

Alan Paton[image: External link]
	Britain



	Death of a Salesman[image: External link]
	László Benedek
	Stanley Kramer
	USA



	Limelight[image: External link]
	Charles Chaplin[image: External link]
	Charles Chaplin[image: External link]
	USA



	Mandy[image: External link]
	Alexander Mackendrick[image: External link]

Fred F. Sears[image: External link]
	Michael Balcon[image: External link]

Leslie Norman[image: External link]
	Britain



	Miracle in Milan[image: External link]
	Vittorio De Sica[image: External link]
	Vittorio De Sica[image: External link]
	Italy



	The Young and the Damned[image: External link] (Los Olvidados)
	Luis Buñuel[image: External link]
	Óscar Dancigers

Sergio Kogan

Jaime A. Menasce
	Mexico



	Outcast of the Islands[image: External link]
	Carol Reed[image: External link]
	Carol Reed[image: External link]
	Britain



	Rashomon[image: External link]
	Akira Kurosawa
	Minoru Jingo
	Japan



	The River[image: External link]
	Jean Renoir[image: External link]
	Kenneth McEldowney

Jean Renoir[image: External link]
	Britain



	Singin' in the Rain[image: External link]
	Stanley Donen[image: External link]

Gene Kelly[image: External link]
	Arthur Freed[image: External link]
	USA



	A Streetcar Named Desire[image: External link]
	Elia Kazan
	Charles K. Feldman[image: External link]
	USA



	Viva Zapata![image: External link]
	Elia Kazan
	Darryl F. Zanuck[image: External link]
	USA



	1953

(7th)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	Forbidden Games[image: External link]
	René Clément[image: External link]
	Robert Dorfmann[image: External link]
	France



	The Bad and the Beautiful[image: External link]
	Vincente Minnelli
	John Houseman[image: External link]
	USA



	Come Back, Little Sheba[image: External link]
	Daniel Mann[image: External link]
	Hal B. Wallis[image: External link]
	USA



	The Cruel Sea[image: External link]
	Charles Frend[image: External link]
	Leslie Norman[image: External link]
	Britain



	Two Cents Worth of Hope[image: External link]
	Renato Castellani[image: External link]
	Sandro Ghenzi[image: External link]
	Italy



	From Here to Eternity[image: External link]
	Fred Zinnemann
	Milo Adler-Gillies
	USA



	Genevieve[image: External link]
	Henry Cornelius[image: External link]
	Henry Cornelius[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Heart of the Matter[image: External link]
	George More O'Ferrall[image: External link]
	Ian Dalrymple[image: External link]
	Britain



	Julius Caesar[image: External link]
	Joseph L. Mankiewicz
	John Houseman[image: External link]
	USA



	The Kidnappers[image: External link] (US: The Little Kidnappers)
	Philip Leacock[image: External link]
	Sergei Nolbandov[image: External link]

Leslie Parkyn
	Britain



	Lili[image: External link]
	Charles Walters[image: External link]
	Edwin H. Knopf[image: External link]
	USA



	The Medium[image: External link]
	Gian-Carlo Menotti[image: External link]
	Walther Lowendahl
	Italy



	Mogambo[image: External link]
	John Ford
	Sam Zimbalist[image: External link]
	USA



	Moulin Rouge[image: External link]
	John Huston
	John and James Woolf[image: External link]
	Britain



	Are We All Murderers?[image: External link] (US; We Are All Murderers)
	André Cayatte[image: External link]
	François Carron
	France



	The Little World of Don Camillo[image: External link]
	Julien Duvivier[image: External link]
	Giuseppe Amato
	France/Italy



	Roman Holiday[image: External link]
	William Wyler
	William Wyler
	USA



	Shane[image: External link]
	George Stevens
	George Stevens
	USA



	The Sun Shines Bright[image: External link]
	John Ford
	Merian C. Cooper[image: External link]

John Ford
	USA



	1954

(8th)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	The Wages of Fear[image: External link]
	Henri-Georges Clouzot[image: External link]
	Raymond Borderie
	France



	The Caine Mutiny[image: External link]
	Edward Dmytryk[image: External link]
	Stanley Kramer
	USA



	Carrington V.C.[image: External link]
	Anthony Asquith[image: External link]
	Teddy Baird
	Britain



	The Divided Heart[image: External link]
	Charles Crichton[image: External link]
	Michael Truman[image: External link]
	Britain



	Doctor in the House[image: External link]
	Ralph Thomas[image: External link]
	Betty E. Box[image: External link]
	Britain



	Executive Suite[image: External link]
	Robert Wise
	John Houseman[image: External link]
	USA



	For Better, for Worse[image: External link]
	J. Lee Thompson[image: External link]
	Kenneth Harper[image: External link]
	Britain



	Hobson's Choice[image: External link]
	David Lean
	David Lean
	Britain



	How to Marry a Millionaire[image: External link]
	Jean Negulesco[image: External link]
	Nunnally Johnson[image: External link]
	USA



	Gate of Hell[image: External link]
	Teinosuke Kinugasa[image: External link]
	Masaichi Nagata[image: External link]
	Japan



	The Maggie[image: External link]
	Alexander Mackendrick[image: External link]
	Michael Truman[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Moon Is Blue[image: External link]
	Otto Preminger[image: External link]
	Otto Preminger[image: External link]
	USA



	On the Waterfront
	Elia Kazan
	Sam Spiegel[image: External link]
	USA



	Bread, Love and Dreams[image: External link]
	Luigi Comencini[image: External link]
	Marcello Girosi
	Italy



	The Purple Plain[image: External link]
	Robert Parrish[image: External link]
	John Bryan[image: External link]
	Britain



	Rear Window[image: External link]
	Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link]
	Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link]
	USA



	Riot in Cell Block 11[image: External link]
	Don Siegel[image: External link]
	Walter Wanger[image: External link]
	USA



	Robinson Crusoe[image: External link]
	Luis Buñuel[image: External link]
	Óscar Dancigers

Henry F. Ehrlich
	Mexico



	Romeo and Juliet[image: External link]
	Renato Castellani[image: External link]
	Sandro Ghenzi[image: External link]

Joseph Janni[image: External link]
	Britain



	Seven Brides for Seven Brothers[image: External link]
	Stanley Donen[image: External link]
	Jack Cummings[image: External link]
	USA



	1955

(9th)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	Richard III[image: External link]
	Laurence Olivier[image: External link]
	Laurence Olivier[image: External link]
	Britain



	Bad Day at Black Rock[image: External link]
	John Sturges[image: External link]
	Dore Schary[image: External link]
	USA



	Carmen Jones[image: External link]
	Otto Preminger[image: External link]
	Otto Preminger[image: External link]
	USA



	The Colditz Story[image: External link]
	Guy Hamilton[image: External link]
	Ivan Foxwell[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Dam Busters[image: External link]
	Michael Anderson[image: External link]
	
	Britain



	East of Eden
	Elia Kazan
	Elia Kazan
	USA



	The Ladykillers[image: External link]
	Alexander Mackendrick[image: External link]
	Seth Holt[image: External link]

Michael Balcon[image: External link]
	Britain



	Marty[image: External link]
	Delbert Mann
	Harold Hecht[image: External link]
	USA



	The Night My Number Came Up[image: External link]
	Leslie Norman[image: External link]
	Michael Balcon[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Prisoner[image: External link]
	Peter Glenville[image: External link]
	Vivian Cox
	Britain



	Seven Samurai[image: External link]
	Akira Kurosawa
	Sojiro Motoki[image: External link]
	Japan



	Simba[image: External link]
	Brian Desmond Hurst[image: External link]
	Peter De Sarigny
	Britain



	La Strada[image: External link][4]
	Federico Fellini[image: External link]
	Dino De Laurentiis[image: External link]

Carlo Ponti[image: External link]
	Italy



	Summertime[image: External link]
	David Lean
	Ilya Lopert[image: External link]
	Britain / USA



	1956

(10th)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	Gervaise[image: External link]
	René Clément[image: External link]
	Annie Dorfmann[image: External link]
	France



	Friends for Life[image: External link]
	Franco Rossi[image: External link]
	Carlo Civallero
	Italy



	Baby Doll[image: External link]
	Elia Kazan
	Elia Kazan

Tennessee Williams[image: External link]
	USA



	The Battle of the River Plate[image: External link]
	Michael Powell[image: External link]

Emeric Pressburger[image: External link]
	Michael Powell[image: External link]

Emeric Pressburger[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Unfrocked One[image: External link]
	Léo Joannon[image: External link]
	Alain Poiré[image: External link]

Roger Ribadeau-Dumas
	France



	Guys and Dolls[image: External link]
	Joseph L. Mankiewicz
	Samuel Goldwyn[image: External link]
	USA



	The Killing[image: External link]
	Stanley Kubrick
	James B. Harris[image: External link]
	USA



	The Man Who Never Was[image: External link]
	Ronald Neame[image: External link]
	André Hakim[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Man with the Golden Arm[image: External link]
	Otto Preminger[image: External link]
	Otto Preminger[image: External link]
	USA



	Picnic[image: External link]
	Joshua Logan
	Fred Kohlmar[image: External link]
	USA



	The Grasshopper[image: External link]
	Samson Samsonov[image: External link]
	
	Soviet Union



	Reach for the Sky[image: External link]
	Lewis Gilbert[image: External link]
	Daniel M. Angel[image: External link]
	Britain



	Rebel Without a Cause[image: External link]
	Nicholas Ray[image: External link]
	David Weisbart[image: External link]
	USA



	Shadow[image: External link]
	Jerzy Kawalerowicz[image: External link]
	
	Poland



	Smiles of a Summer Night[image: External link]
	Ingmar Bergman[image: External link]
	Allan Ekelund[image: External link]
	Sweden



	A Town Like Alice[image: External link]
	Jack Lee[image: External link]
	Joseph Janni[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Trouble with Harry[image: External link]
	Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link]
	Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link]
	USA



	War and Peace[image: External link]
	King Vidor[image: External link]
	Dino De Laurentiis[image: External link]
	Italy/USA



	Yield to the Night[image: External link]
	J. Lee Thompson[image: External link]
	Kenneth Harper[image: External link]
	Britain



	1957

(11th)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	The Bridge on the River Kwai
	David Lean
	Sam Spiegel[image: External link]
	USA/Britain



	12 Angry Men[image: External link]
	Sidney Lumet
	Henry Fonda[image: External link]

Reginald Rose[image: External link]
	USA



	3:10 to Yuma
	Delmer Daves[image: External link]
	David Heilweil
	USA



	The Bachelor Party[image: External link]
	Delbert Mann
	Harold Hecht[image: External link]
	USA



	He Who Must Die[image: External link]
	Jules Dassin[image: External link]
	Henri Bérard
	Italy/France



	Edge of the City[image: External link]
	Martin Ritt[image: External link]
	David Susskind[image: External link]
	USA



	Heaven Knows, Mr. Allison[image: External link]
	John Huston
	Buddy Adler[image: External link]

Eugene Frenke[image: External link]
	USA



	Song of the Road[image: External link] (Pather Panchali)
	Satyajit Ray[image: External link]
	Government of West Bengal[image: External link]
	India



	Paths of Glory[image: External link]
	Stanley Kubrick
	Kirk Douglas[image: External link]

James B. Harris[image: External link]

Stanley Kubrick
	USA



	Gate of Lilacs[image: External link]
	René Clair[image: External link]
	René Clair[image: External link]
	France/Italy



	The Prince and the Showgirl[image: External link]
	Laurence Olivier[image: External link]
	Laurence Olivier[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Shiralee[image: External link]
	Leslie Norman[image: External link]
	Michael Balcon[image: External link]

Jack Rix
	Britain



	That Night![image: External link]
	John Newland[image: External link]
	Himan Brown[image: External link]
	USA



	The Tin Star[image: External link]
	Anthony Mann[image: External link]
	William Perlberg[image: External link]

George Seaton[image: External link]
	USA



	A Man Escaped[image: External link]
	Robert Bresson[image: External link]
	Alain Poiré[image: External link]

Jean Thuillier[image: External link]
	France



	Windom's Way[image: External link]
	Ronald Neame[image: External link]
	John Bryan[image: External link]
	Britain



	1958

(12th)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	Room at the Top[image: External link]
	Jack Clayton[image: External link]
	James Woolf[image: External link]

John Woolf
	Britain



	The Unvanquished[image: External link] (Aparajito)
	Satyajit Ray[image: External link]
	Satyajit Ray[image: External link]
	India



	Cat on a Hot Tin Roof[image: External link]
	Richard Brooks[image: External link]
	Lawrence Weingarten[image: External link]
	USA



	The Defiant Ones
	Stanley Kramer
	Stanley Kramer
	USA



	Ice Cold in Alex[image: External link]
	J. Lee Thompson[image: External link]
	W.A. Whittaker
	Britain



	Indiscreet[image: External link]
	Stanley Donen[image: External link]
	Stanley Donen[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Cranes are Flying[image: External link]
	Mikhail Kalatozov[image: External link]
	Mikhail Kalatozov[image: External link]
	Soviet Union



	No Down Payment[image: External link]
	Martin Ritt[image: External link]
	Jerry Wald[image: External link]
	USA



	Nights of Cabiria[image: External link]
	Federico Fellini[image: External link]
	Dino De Laurentiis[image: External link]
	Italy



	Orders to Kill[image: External link]
	Anthony Asquith[image: External link]
	Anthony Havelock-Allan[image: External link]
	Britain



	Sea of Sand[image: External link]
	Guy Green[image: External link]
	Robert S. Baker[image: External link]

Monty Berman[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Sheepman[image: External link]
	George Marshall[image: External link]
	Edmund Grainger[image: External link]
	USA



	Wild Strawberries[image: External link]
	Ingmar Bergman[image: External link]
	Allan Ekelund[image: External link]
	Sweden



	The Young Lions[image: External link]
	Edward Dmytryk[image: External link]
	Al Lichtman[image: External link]
	USA



	1959

(13th)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	Ben-Hur
	William Wyler
	Sam Zimbalist[image: External link]
	USA



	Anatomy of a Murder[image: External link]
	Otto Preminger[image: External link]
	Otto Preminger[image: External link]
	USA



	The Face[image: External link] (US: The Magician)
	Ingmar Bergman[image: External link]
	
	Sweden



	The Big Country[image: External link]
	William Wyler
	Gregory Peck[image: External link]

William Wyler
	USA



	Compulsion[image: External link]
	Richard Fleischer[image: External link]
	Richard D. Zanuck[image: External link]
	USA



	Gigi[image: External link]
	Vincente Minnelli
	Arthur Freed[image: External link]
	USA



	Look Back in Anger[image: External link]
	Tony Richardson
	Harry Saltzman[image: External link]
	Britain



	Maigret Sets a Trap[image: External link]
	Jean Delannoy[image: External link]
	J.P. Guibert
	France



	North West Frontier[image: External link]
	J. Lee Thompson[image: External link]
	Marcel Hellman[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Nun's Story[image: External link]
	Fred Zinnemann
	Henry Blanke[image: External link]
	USA



	Ashes and Diamonds[image: External link]
	Andrzej Wajda[image: External link]
	
	Poland



	Sapphire[image: External link]
	Basil Dearden[image: External link]
	Michael Relph[image: External link]
	Britain



	Some Like It Hot[image: External link]
	Billy Wilder
	Billy Wilder
	USA



	Tiger Bay[image: External link]
	J. Lee Thompson[image: External link]
	John Hawkesworth[image: External link]

Leslie Parkyn

Julian Wintle[image: External link]
	Britain



	Yesterday's Enemy[image: External link]
	Val Guest[image: External link]
	Michael Carreras[image: External link]
	Britain
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	Category
	Film
	Director(s)
	Producer(s)
	Country



	1960

(14th)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	The Apartment[image: External link]
	Billy Wilder
	Billy Wilder
	USA



	The 400 Blows[image: External link] (Les quatre cents coups)
	François Truffaut
	
	France



	The Angry Silence[image: External link]
	Guy Green[image: External link]
	Richard Attenborough

Bryan Forbes[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Adventure[image: External link] (L'avventura)
	Michelangelo Antonioni[image: External link]
	Cino Del Duca[image: External link]

Raymond Hakim[image: External link]

Robert Hakim[image: External link]

Amato Pennasilico

Luciano Perugia
	Italy/France



	La Dolce Vita[image: External link] (US: The Sweet Life)
	Federico Fellini[image: External link]
	Giuseppe Amato[image: External link]

Angelo Rizzoli[image: External link]
	Italy/France



	Elmer Gantry[image: External link]
	Richard Brooks[image: External link]
	Bernard Smith[image: External link]
	USA



	Hiroshima mon amour[image: External link]
	Alain Resnais[image: External link]
	Anatole Dauman[image: External link]

Samy Halfon
	France/Japan



	Inherit the Wind[image: External link]
	Stanley Kramer
	Stanley Kramer
	USA



	Let's Make Love[image: External link]
	George Cukor
	Jerry Wald[image: External link]
	USA



	Black Orpheus[image: External link]
	Marcel Camus[image: External link]
	Sacha Gordine
	France/Italy/Brazil



	Never on Sunday[image: External link]
	Jules Dassin[image: External link]
	
	Greece



	Saturday Night and Sunday Morning[image: External link]
	Karel Reisz[image: External link]
	Tony Richardson
	Britain



	Shadows[image: External link]
	John Cassavetes[image: External link]
	Maurice McEndree
	USA



	Spartacus[image: External link]
	Stanley Kubrick
	Edward Lewis[image: External link]
	USA



	The Testament of Orpheus[image: External link] (Le testament d'Orphée)
	Jean Cocteau[image: External link]
	Jean Thuillier[image: External link]
	France



	The Trials of Oscar Wilde[image: External link]
	Ken Hughes[image: External link]
	Irving Allen[image: External link]

Albert R. Broccoli[image: External link]

Harold Huth[image: External link]
	Britain



	Tunes of Glory[image: External link]
	Ronald Neame[image: External link]
	Colin Lesslie
	Britain



	1961

(15th)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	Ballad of a Soldier[image: External link]
	Grigori Chukhrai[image: External link]
	M. Chernova
	Soviet Union



	The Hustler[image: External link]
	Robert Rossen
	Robert Rossen
	USA



	The World of Apu[image: External link]
	Satyajit Ray[image: External link]
	Satyajit Ray[image: External link]
	India



	The Innocents[image: External link]
	Jack Clayton[image: External link]
	Jack Clayton[image: External link]
	Britain



	Judgment at Nuremberg[image: External link]
	Stanley Kramer
	Stanley Kramer
	USA



	The Long and the Short and the Tall[image: External link]
	Leslie Norman[image: External link]
	Michael Balcon[image: External link]
	Britain



	Rocco and His Brothers[image: External link]
	Luchino Visconti[image: External link]
	Goffredo Lombardo[image: External link]
	Italy



	The Sundowners[image: External link]
	Fred Zinnemann
	Gerry Blatner
	Britain



	A Taste of Honey[image: External link]
	Tony Richardson
	Tony Richardson
	Britain



	The Hole[image: External link] (Le Trou; US: The Night Watch)
	Jacques Becker[image: External link]
	Serge Silberman[image: External link]
	France



	Whistle Down the Wind[image: External link]
	Bryan Forbes[image: External link]
	Richard Attenborough
	Britain



	1962

(16th)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	Lawrence of Arabia
	David Lean
	Sam Spiegel[image: External link]
	USA/Britain



	Last Year at Marienbad[image: External link]
	Alain Resnais[image: External link]
	Pierre Courau

Raymond Froment[image: External link]
	France/Italy



	Billy Budd[image: External link]
	Peter Ustinov[image: External link]
	Peter Ustinov[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Elusive Corporal[image: External link] (Le Caporal épinglé)
	Jean Renoir[image: External link]
	Adry De Carbuccia

Roland Girard
	France



	The Lady with the Dog[image: External link]
	Iosif Kheifits[image: External link]
	
	Soviet Union



	The Naked Island[image: External link]
	Kaneto Shindō[image: External link]
	
	Japan



	Jules and Jim[image: External link]
	François Truffaut
	
	France



	A Kind of Loving[image: External link]
	John Schlesinger
	Joseph Janni[image: External link]
	Britain



	The L-Shaped Room[image: External link]
	Bryan Forbes[image: External link]
	Richard Attenborough

James Woolf[image: External link]
	Britain



	Lola[image: External link]
	Jacques Demy[image: External link]
	Georges de Beauregard[image: External link]

Carlo Ponti[image: External link]
	France/Italy



	The Manchurian Candidate[image: External link]
	John Frankenheimer
	George Axelrod[image: External link]

John Frankenheimer
	USA



	The Miracle Worker[image: External link]
	Arthur Penn[image: External link]
	Fred Coe[image: External link]
	USA



	Only Two Can Play[image: External link]
	Sidney Gilliat[image: External link]
	Leslie Gilliat
	Britain



	Phaedra[image: External link]
	Jules Dassin[image: External link]
	Jules Dassin[image: External link]
	Greece



	Through a Glass Darkly[image: External link]
	Ingmar Bergman[image: External link]
	Allan Ekelund[image: External link]
	Sweden



	Thou Shalt Not Kill[image: External link]
	Claude Autant-Lara[image: External link]
	Moris Ergas
	Italy/Yugoslavia/ Lichtenstein



	The Long Absence[image: External link]
	Henri Colpi[image: External link]
	
	France/Italy



	West Side Story[image: External link]
	Jerome Robbins

Robert Wise
	Robert Wise
	USA



	1963

(17th)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	Tom Jones[image: External link]
	Tony Richardson
	Tony Richardson
	Britain



	8½[image: External link]
	Federico Fellini[image: External link]
	Angelo Rizzoli[image: External link]
	Italy



	Billy Liar[image: External link]
	John Schlesinger
	Joseph Janni[image: External link]
	Britain



	David and Lisa[image: External link]
	Frank Perry[image: External link]
	Paul M. Heller
	USA



	Days of Wine and Roses[image: External link]
	Blake Edwards[image: External link]
	Martin Manulis[image: External link]
	USA



	Divorce, Italian Style[image: External link]
	Pietro Germi
	Franco Cristaldi[image: External link]
	Italy



	Hud[image: External link]
	Martin Ritt[image: External link]
	Irving Ravetch

Martin Ritt[image: External link]
	USA



	Knife in the Water[image: External link]
	Roman Polanski
	Stanislaw Zylewicz
	Poland



	The Four Days of Naples[image: External link]
	Nanni Loy[image: External link]
	Goffredo Lombardo[image: External link]
	Italy



	The Servant[image: External link]
	Joseph Losey[image: External link]
	Joseph Losey[image: External link]

Norman Priggen[image: External link]
	Britain



	This Sporting Life[image: External link]
	Lindsay Anderson[image: External link]
	Karel Reisz[image: External link]
	Britain



	To Kill a Mockingbird[image: External link]
	Robert Mulligan[image: External link]
	Alan J. Pakula[image: External link]
	USA



	1964

(18th)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	Dr. Strangelove[image: External link] or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb
	Stanley Kubrick
	Stanley Kubrick
	USA/Britain



	Becket
	Peter Glenville[image: External link]
	Hal B. Wallis[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Pumpkin Eater[image: External link]
	Jack Clayton[image: External link]
	James Woolf[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Train[image: External link]
	John Frankenheimer
	Jules Bricken
	Britain



	1965

(19th)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	My Fair Lady[image: External link]
	George Cukor
	Jack L. Warner[image: External link]
	USA



	Hamlet[image: External link]
	Grigori Kozintsev[image: External link]
	
	Soviet Union



	The Hill[image: External link]
	Sidney Lumet
	Kenneth Hyman[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Knack ...and How to Get It[image: External link]
	Richard Lester[image: External link]
	Oscar Lewenstein[image: External link]
	Britain



	Zorba the Greek[image: External link]
	Michael Cacoyannis[image: External link]
	Michael Cacoyannis[image: External link]
	Greece/USA



	1966

(20th)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?[image: External link]
	Mike Nichols
	Ernest Lehman[image: External link]
	USA



	Doctor Zhivago
	David Lean
	David Lean

Carlo Ponti[image: External link]
	Britain/Italy



	Morgan – A Suitable Case for Treatment[image: External link]
	Karel Reisz[image: External link]
	Leon Clore
	Britain



	The Spy Who Came in From The Cold[image: External link]
	Martin Ritt[image: External link]
	Martin Ritt[image: External link]
	Britain



	1967

(21st)[image: External link]



	Best Film from any Source
	A Man For All Seasons
	Fred Zinnemann
	Fred Zinnemann
	Britain



	Bonnie and Clyde[image: External link]
	Arthur Penn[image: External link]
	Warren Beatty
	USA



	In the Heat of the Night
	Norman Jewison[image: External link]
	Walter Mirisch[image: External link]
	USA



	A Man and a Woman[image: External link] (Un homme et une femme)
	Claude Lelouch
	
	France



	1968

(22nd)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	The Graduate[image: External link]
	Mike Nichols
	Mike Nichols
	USA



	2001: A Space Odyssey[image: External link]
	Stanley Kubrick
	Stanley Kubrick
	USA/Britain



	Oliver![image: External link]
	Carol Reed[image: External link]
	John Woolf[image: External link]
	Britain



	Closely Observed Trains[image: External link] (US: Closely Watched Trains)
	Jiří Menzel[image: External link]
	Dr. Zdenek Oves
	Czechoslovakia



	1969

(23rd)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Midnight Cowboy[image: External link]
	John Schlesinger
	Jerome Hellman[image: External link]
	USA



	Oh! What a Lovely War[image: External link]
	Richard Attenborough
	Richard Attenborough

Brian Duffy[image: External link]
	Britain



	Women in Love[image: External link]
	Ken Russell[image: External link]
	Larry Kramer[image: External link]
	Britain



	Z[image: External link]
	Costa Gavras[image: External link]
	
	France
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 1970s






	Category
	Film
	Director(s)
	Producer(s)
	Country



	1970

(24th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid[image: External link]
	George Roy Hill
	John Foreman[image: External link]
	USA



	Kes[image: External link]
	Kenneth Loach[image: External link]
	Tony Garnett[image: External link]
	Britain



	M*A*S*H[image: External link]
	Robert Altman
	Ingo Preminger[image: External link]
	USA



	Ryan's Daughter[image: External link]
	David Lean
	Anthony Havelock-Allan[image: External link]
	Britain



	1971

(25th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Sunday Bloody Sunday[image: External link]
	John Schlesinger
	Joseph Janni[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Go-Between[image: External link]
	Joseph Losey[image: External link]
	John Heyman[image: External link]

Denis Johnson[image: External link]

Norman Priggen[image: External link]
	Britain



	Death in Venice[image: External link]
	Luchino Visconti[image: External link]
	Luchino Visconti[image: External link]
	Italy/France



	Taking Off[image: External link]
	Miloš Forman[image: External link]
	Alfred W. Crown
	USA



	1972

(26th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Cabaret[image: External link]
	Bob Fosse
	Cy Feuer[image: External link]
	USA



	A Clockwork Orange[image: External link]
	Stanley Kubrick
	Stanley Kubrick
	USA/Britain



	The French Connection
	William Friedkin
	Philip D'Antoni[image: External link]
	USA



	The Last Picture Show[image: External link]
	Peter Bogdanovich[image: External link]
	Stephen J. Friedman[image: External link]
	USA



	1973

(27th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Day for Night[image: External link]
	François Truffaut
	Marcel Berbert
	France/Italy



	The Day of the Jackal[image: External link]
	Fred Zinnemann
	John Woolf[image: External link]
	Britain/France



	The Discreet Charm of the Bourgeoisie[image: External link]
	Luis Buñuel[image: External link]
	Serge Silberman[image: External link]
	France/Italy/Spain



	Don't Look Now[image: External link]
	Nicolas Roeg[image: External link]
	Peter Katz[image: External link]
	Italy/Britain



	1974

(28th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Lacombe Lucien[image: External link]
	Louis Malle
	Louis Malle

Claude Nedjar
	France/West Germany/Italy



	Chinatown
	Roman Polanski
	Robert Evans[image: External link]
	USA



	The Last Detail[image: External link]
	Hal Ashby[image: External link]
	Gerald Ayres[image: External link]
	USA



	Murder on the Orient Express[image: External link]
	Sidney Lumet
	John Brabourne[image: External link]

Richard B. Goodwin[image: External link]
	Britain



	1975

(29th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	Audrey Maas

David Susskind[image: External link]
	USA



	Barry Lyndon[image: External link]
	Stanley Kubrick
	Stanley Kubrick
	USA/Britain



	Dog Day Afternoon[image: External link]
	Sidney Lumet
	Martin Bregman[image: External link]

Martin Elfand
	USA



	Jaws[image: External link]
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	David Brown[image: External link]

Richard D. Zanuck[image: External link]
	USA



	1976

(30th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest
	Miloš Forman[image: External link]
	Michael Douglas

Saul Zaentz[image: External link]
	USA



	All the President's Men[image: External link]
	Alan J. Pakula[image: External link]
	Walter Coblenz
	USA



	Bugsy Malone[image: External link]
	Alan Parker
	Alan Marshall[image: External link]
	Britain



	Taxi Driver[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	Julia Phillips[image: External link]

Michael Phillips[image: External link]
	USA



	1977

(31st)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Annie Hall[image: External link]
	Woody Allen
	Charles H. Joffe[image: External link]

Jack Rollins[image: External link]
	USA



	A Bridge Too Far[image: External link]
	Richard Attenborough
	Joseph E. Levine[image: External link]

Richard P. Levine
	Britain/USA



	Network[image: External link]
	Sidney Lumet
	Howard Gottfried
	USA



	Rocky
	John G. Avildsen
	Robert Chartoff[image: External link]

Irwin Winkler[image: External link]
	USA



	1978

(32nd)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Julia[image: External link]
	Fred Zinnemann
	Richard Roth
	USA



	Close Encounters of the Third Kind[image: External link]
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Julia Phillips[image: External link]

Michael Phillips[image: External link]
	USA



	Midnight Express
	Alan Parker
	Alan Marshall[image: External link]

David Puttnam[image: External link]
	USA/Britain



	Star Wars[image: External link]
	George Lucas[image: External link]
	Gary Kurtz[image: External link]
	USA



	1979

(33rd)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Manhattan[image: External link]
	Woody Allen
	Charles H. Joffe[image: External link]
	USA



	Apocalypse Now[image: External link]
	Francis Coppola
	Francis Coppola
	USA



	The China Syndrome[image: External link]
	James Bridges[image: External link]
	Michael Douglas
	USA



	The Deer Hunter[image: External link]
	Michael Cimino
	Michael Cimino

Michael Deeley[image: External link]

John Peverall

Barry Spikings[image: External link]
	USA
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 1980s






	Category
	Film
	Director(s)
	Producer(s)
	Country



	1980

(34th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	The Elephant Man[image: External link]
	David Lynch[image: External link]
	Jonathan Sanger[image: External link]
	USA



	Being There[image: External link]
	Hal Ashby[image: External link]
	Andrew Braunsberg
	USA



	Kagemusha[image: External link]
	Akira Kurosawa
	Akira Kurosawa
	Japan



	Kramer vs. Kramer
	Robert Benton
	Stanley R. Jaffe[image: External link]
	USA



	1981

(35th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Chariots of Fire[image: External link]
	Hugh Hudson[image: External link]
	David Puttnam[image: External link]
	UK



	Atlantic City[image: External link]
	Louis Malle
	Denis Héroux[image: External link]

John Kemeny[image: External link]
	USA/Canada/ France



	The French Lieutenant's Woman[image: External link]
	Karel Reisz[image: External link]
	Leon Clore
	UK



	Gregory's Girl[image: External link]
	Bill Forsyth
	Davina Belling

Clive Parsons
	Britain



	Raiders of the Lost Ark[image: External link]
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Frank Marshall[image: External link]
	USA



	1982

(36th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Gandhi[image: External link]
	Richard Attenborough
	Richard Attenborough
	UK/US/India



	E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Kathleen Kennedy[image: External link]

Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	USA



	Missing[image: External link]
	Costa Gavras[image: External link]
	Edward Lewis[image: External link]

Mildred Lewis
	USA



	On Golden Pond
	Mark Rydell[image: External link]
	Bruce Gilbert
	USA



	1983

(37th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Educating Rita[image: External link]
	Lewis Gilbert[image: External link]
	Lewis Gilbert[image: External link]
	Britain



	Heat and Dust[image: External link]
	James Ivory[image: External link]
	Ismail Merchant[image: External link]
	Britain



	Local Hero[image: External link]
	Bill Forsyth
	David Puttnam[image: External link]
	Britain



	Tootsie[image: External link]
	Sydney Pollack[image: External link]
	Sydney Pollack[image: External link]

Dick Richards[image: External link]
	USA



	1984

(38th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	The Killing Fields[image: External link]
	Roland Joffé[image: External link]
	David Puttnam[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Dresser[image: External link]
	Peter Yates[image: External link]
	Ronald Harwood[image: External link]

Peter Yates[image: External link]
	Britain



	Paris, Texas[image: External link]
	Wim Wenders
	Anatole Dauman[image: External link]

Don Guest
	France/West Germany



	A Private Function[image: External link]
	Malcolm Mowbray[image: External link]
	Mark Shivas[image: External link]
	Britain



	1985

(39th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	The Purple Rose of Cairo[image: External link]
	Woody Allen
	Robert Greenhut[image: External link]

Woody Allen
	USA



	Amadeus
	Miloš Forman[image: External link]
	Saul Zaentz[image: External link] Miloš Forman[image: External link]
	USA



	Back to the Future[image: External link]
	Robert Zemeckis
	Neil Canton[image: External link]

Bob Gale[image: External link]

Robert Zemeckis
	USA



	A Passage to India[image: External link]
	David Lean
	John Brabourne[image: External link]

Richard B. Goodwin[image: External link]

David Lean
	Britain



	Witness[image: External link]
	Peter Weir
	Edward S. Feldman[image: External link] Peter Weir
	USA



	1986

(40th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	A Room with a View[image: External link]
	James Ivory[image: External link]
	Ismail Merchant[image: External link]

James Ivory[image: External link]
	Britain



	Hannah and Her Sisters[image: External link]
	Woody Allen
	Robert Greenhut[image: External link]

Woody Allen
	USA



	The Mission[image: External link]
	Roland Joffé[image: External link]
	Fernando Ghia[image: External link]

David Puttnam[image: External link]

Roland Joffé[image: External link]
	Britain



	Mona Lisa[image: External link]
	Neil Jordan[image: External link]
	Patrick Cassavetti

Stephen Woolley[image: External link]

Neil Jordan[image: External link]
	Britain



	1987

(41st)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Jean de Florette[image: External link]
	Claude Berri[image: External link]
	Claude Berri[image: External link]
	France/ Switzerland/Italy



	Cry Freedom[image: External link]
	Richard Attenborough
	Richard Attenborough
	Britain



	Hope and Glory[image: External link]
	John Boorman[image: External link]
	John Boorman[image: External link]
	Britain



	Radio Days[image: External link]
	Woody Allen
	Robert Greenhut[image: External link]
	USA



	1988

(42nd)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	The Last Emperor
	Bernardo Bertolucci
	Jeremy Thomas[image: External link]

Bernardo Bertolucci
	Italy/China/Britain/France



	Au revoir les enfants[image: External link]
	Louis Malle
	Louis Malle
	France/West Germany



	Babette's Feast[image: External link]
	Gabriel Axel[image: External link]
	Just Betzer[image: External link]

Bo Christensen[image: External link]
	Denmark



	A Fish Called Wanda[image: External link]
	Charles Crichton[image: External link]
	Michael Shamberg[image: External link]
	Britain/USA



	1989

(43rd)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Dead Poets Society[image: External link]
	Peter Weir
	Steven Haft

Paul Junger Witt[image: External link]

Tony Thomas[image: External link]
	USA



	My Left Foot[image: External link]
	Jim Sheridan
	Noel Pearson[image: External link]
	Ireland/Britain



	Shirley Valentine[image: External link]
	Lewis Gilbert[image: External link]
	Lewis Gilbert[image: External link]
	Britain/USA



	When Harry Met Sally...[image: External link]
	Rob Reiner
	Rob Reiner

Andrew Scheinman[image: External link]
	USA
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 1990s






	Category
	Film
	Director(s)
	Producer(s)
	Country



	1990

(44th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Goodfellas[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	Robert Chartoff[image: External link]

Irwin Winkler[image: External link]
	USA



	Crimes and Misdemeanors[image: External link]
	Woody Allen
	Robert Greenhut[image: External link]
	USA



	Driving Miss Daisy[image: External link]
	Bruce Beresford[image: External link]
	Lili Fini Zanuck

Richard D. Zanuck[image: External link]
	USA



	Pretty Woman[image: External link]
	Garry Marshall[image: External link]
	Arnon Milchan[image: External link]

Steven Reuther[image: External link]
	USA



	1991

(45th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	The Commitments[image: External link]
	Alan Parker
	Lynda Myles[image: External link]

Roger Randall-Cutler
	Ireland/Britain/USA



	Dances with Wolves
	Kevin Costner
	Kevin Costner

Jim Wilson[image: External link]
	USA/Britain



	The Silence of the Lambs[image: External link]
	Jonathan Demme
	Ron Bozman[image: External link]

Edward Saxon[image: External link]

Kenneth Utt[image: External link]
	USA



	Thelma & Louise[image: External link]
	Ridley Scott[image: External link]
	Mimi Polk Gitlin
	USA



	1992

(46th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Howards End[image: External link]
	James Ivory[image: External link]
	Ismail Merchant[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Crying Game[image: External link]
	Neil Jordan[image: External link]
	Stephen Woolley[image: External link]
	Britain/Japan



	The Player[image: External link]
	Robert Altman
	David Brown[image: External link]

Michael Tolkin[image: External link]

Nick Wechsler[image: External link]
	USA



	Strictly Ballroom[image: External link]
	Baz Luhrmann
	Tristram Miall
	Australia



	Unforgiven[image: External link]
	Clint Eastwood
	Clint Eastwood
	USA



	1993

(47th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Schindler's List
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Branko Lustig[image: External link]

Gerald R. Molen[image: External link]

Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	USA



	The Piano[image: External link]
	Jane Campion
	Jan Chapman[image: External link]
	Australia/France



	The Remains of the Day[image: External link]
	James Ivory[image: External link]
	John Calley[image: External link]

Ismail Merchant[image: External link]

Mike Nichols

James Ivory[image: External link]
	Britain/USA



	Shadowlands[image: External link]
	Richard Attenborough
	Richard Attenborough

Brian Eastman[image: External link]
	Britain



	1994

(48th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Four Weddings and a Funeral[image: External link]
	Mike Newell
	Duncan Kenworthy[image: External link]
	Britain



	Forrest Gump
	Robert Zemeckis
	Wendy Finerman[image: External link]

Steve Starkey[image: External link]

Steve Tisch[image: External link]
	USA



	Pulp Fiction[image: External link]
	Quentin Tarantino
	Lawrence Bender[image: External link]
	USA



	Quiz Show[image: External link]
	Robert Redford
	Michael Jacobs[image: External link]

Julian Krainin

Michael Nozik[image: External link]
	USA



	1995

(49th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Sense and Sensibility
	Ang Lee
	Lindsay Doran[image: External link]
	USA



	Babe[image: External link]
	Chris Noonan[image: External link]
	Bill Miller[image: External link]

George Miller

Doug Mitchell[image: External link]
	Australia/USA



	The Madness of King George[image: External link]
	Nicholas Hytner[image: External link]
	Stephen Evans

David Parfitt[image: External link]
	Britain



	The Usual Suspects[image: External link]
	Bryan Singer[image: External link]
	Michael McDonnell[image: External link]
	USA



	1996

(50th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	The English Patient
	Anthony Minghella
	Saul Zaentz[image: External link]
	USA



	Fargo[image: External link]
	Joel Coen
	Ethan Coen
	USA



	Secrets & Lies[image: External link]
	Mike Leigh[image: External link]
	Simon Channing-Williams[image: External link]
	Britain



	Shine[image: External link]
	Scott Hicks[image: External link]
	Jane Scott[image: External link]
	Australia



	1997

(51st)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	The Full Monty
	Peter Cattaneo[image: External link]
	Uberto Pasolini[image: External link]
	Britain



	L.A. Confidential[image: External link]
	Curtis Hanson
	Curtis Hanson

Arnon Milchan[image: External link]

Michael Nathanson
	USA



	Mrs Brown[image: External link]
	John Madden[image: External link]
	Sarah Curtis
	Britain/Ireland/USA



	Titanic
	James Cameron
	James Cameron

Jon Landau[image: External link]
	USA



	1998

(52nd)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Shakespeare in Love
	John Madden[image: External link]
	Donna Gigliotti[image: External link]

Marc Norman

David Parfitt[image: External link]

Harvey Weinstein

Edward Zwick[image: External link]
	USA



	Elizabeth[image: External link]
	Shekhar Kapur[image: External link]
	Tim Bevan[image: External link]

Eric Fellner[image: External link]

Alison Owen[image: External link]
	Britain



	Saving Private Ryan
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Ian Bryce[image: External link]

Mark Gordon[image: External link]

Gary Levinsohn[image: External link]

Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	USA



	The Truman Show[image: External link]
	Peter Weir
	Edward S. Feldman[image: External link]

Andrew Niccol[image: External link]

Scott Rudin[image: External link]

Adam Schroeder[image: External link]
	USA



	1999

(53rd)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	American Beauty
	Sam Mendes[image: External link]
	Bruce Cohen[image: External link]

Dan Jinks[image: External link]
	USA



	East is East[image: External link]
	Damien O'Donnell[image: External link]
	Leslee Udwin
	Britain



	The End of the Affair[image: External link]
	Neil Jordan[image: External link]
	Neil Jordan[image: External link]

Stephen Woolley[image: External link]
	Britain/USA



	The Sixth Sense[image: External link]
	M. Night Shyamalan
	Frank Marshall[image: External link]

Kathleen Kennedy[image: External link]

Barry Mendel[image: External link]
	USA



	The Talented Mr. Ripley[image: External link]
	Anthony Minghella
	William Horberg[image: External link]

Tom Sternberg
	USA
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 2000s






	Category
	Film
	Director(s)
	Producer(s)
	Country



	2000

(54th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Gladiator
	Ridley Scott[image: External link]
	David Franzoni[image: External link]

Branko Lustig[image: External link]

Douglas Wick[image: External link]
	USA/UK



	Almost Famous[image: External link]
	Cameron Crowe[image: External link]
	Ian Bryce[image: External link]

Cameron Crowe[image: External link]
	USA



	Billy Elliot[image: External link]
	Stephen Daldry[image: External link]
	Greg Brenman[image: External link]

Jon Finn
	UK



	Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon[image: External link]
	Ang Lee
	Hsu Li-kong[image: External link]

Bill Kong[image: External link]

Ang Lee
	Taiwan/Hong Kong/USA/

China



	Erin Brockovich[image: External link]
	Steven Soderbergh
	Danny DeVito[image: External link]

Michael Shamberg[image: External link]

Stacey Sher[image: External link]
	USA



	2001

(55th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring[image: External link]
	Peter Jackson[image: External link]
	Peter Jackson[image: External link]

Barrie M. Osborne[image: External link]

Tim Sanders

Fran Walsh[image: External link]
	USA/New Zealand



	Amélie[image: External link]
	Jean-Pierre Jeunet[image: External link]
	Jean-Marc Deschamps

Claudie Ossard[image: External link]
	France/Germany



	A Beautiful Mind
	Ron Howard
	Brian Grazer[image: External link]

Ron Howard
	USA



	Moulin Rouge![image: External link]
	Baz Luhrmann
	Fred Baron[image: External link]

Martin Brown

Baz Luhrmann
	Australia/USA



	Shrek[image: External link]
	Andrew Adamson[image: External link]

Vicky Jenson[image: External link]
	Jeffrey Katzenberg[image: External link]

Aron Warner[image: External link]

John H. Williams[image: External link]
	USA



	2002

(56th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	The Pianist[image: External link]
	Roman Polanski
	Robert Benmussa

Roman Polanski

Alain Sarde[image: External link]
	France/Germany/Britain/

Poland



	Chicago[image: External link]
	Rob Marshall
	Martin Richards[image: External link]
	USA/Germany



	Gangs of New York[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	Alberto Grimaldi[image: External link]

Harvey Weinstein
	USA



	The Hours
	Stephen Daldry[image: External link]
	Robert Fox[image: External link]

Scott Rudin[image: External link]
	UK/USA



	The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers[image: External link]
	Peter Jackson[image: External link]
	Peter Jackson[image: External link]

Barrie M. Osborne[image: External link]

Fran Walsh[image: External link]
	USA/New Zealand



	2003

(57th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King
	Peter Jackson[image: External link]
	Peter Jackson[image: External link]

Barrie M. Osborne[image: External link]

Fran Walsh[image: External link]
	USA/New Zealand



	Big Fish[image: External link]
	Tim Burton[image: External link]
	Bruce Cohen[image: External link]

Dan Jinks[image: External link]

Richard D. Zanuck[image: External link]
	USA



	Cold Mountain[image: External link]
	Anthony Minghella
	Albert Berger[image: External link]

William Horberg[image: External link]

Sydney Pollack[image: External link]

Ron Yerxa[image: External link]
	UK/USA



	Lost in Translation[image: External link]
	Sofia Coppola
	Sofia Coppola

Ross Katz[image: External link]
	USA/Japan



	Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World[image: External link]
	Peter Weir
	Samuel Goldwyn Jr.[image: External link]

Duncan Henderson

Peter Weir
	UK/USA



	2004

(58th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	The Aviator
	Martin Scorsese
	Sandy Climan

Charles Evans, Jr.[image: External link]

Graham King[image: External link]

Michael Mann[image: External link]
	USA



	Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind[image: External link]
	Michel Gondry
	Anthony Bregman

Steve Golin[image: External link]
	USA



	Finding Neverland[image: External link]
	Marc Forster[image: External link]
	Nellie Bellflower[image: External link]

Richard N. Gladstein[image: External link]
	UK/USA



	The Motorcycle Diaries[image: External link]
	Walter Salles[image: External link]
	Michael Nozik[image: External link]

Edgard Tenenbaum

Karen Tenkhoff
	Brazil/USA/Germany/UK/

Argentina/Chile/Peru/

France



	Vera Drake[image: External link]
	Mike Leigh[image: External link]
	Simon Channing-Williams[image: External link]

Alain Sarde[image: External link]
	Britain/France



	2005

(59th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Brokeback Mountain
	Ang Lee
	Diana Ossana

James Schamus[image: External link]
	USA



	Capote[image: External link]
	Bennett Miller[image: External link]
	Caroline Baron[image: External link]

Michael Ohoven[image: External link]

William Vince[image: External link]
	USA/Canada



	The Constant Gardener[image: External link]
	Fernando Meirelles[image: External link]
	Simon Channing Williams[image: External link]
	Britain/Germany



	Crash[image: External link]
	Paul Haggis
	Don Cheadle

Cathy Schulman[image: External link]

Bob Yari[image: External link]
	USA/Germany



	Good Night, and Good Luck[image: External link].
	George Clooney
	Grant Heslov[image: External link]
	USA



	2006

(60th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	The Queen[image: External link]
	Stephen Frears[image: External link]
	Tracey Seaward[image: External link]

Christine Langan[image: External link]

Andy Harries[image: External link]
	UK/France/Italy



	Babel
	Alejandro González Iñárritu
	Alejandro González Iñárritu

Jon Kilik

Steve Golin[image: External link]
	USA/Mexico/France



	The Departed[image: External link]
	Martin Scorsese
	Brad Pitt

Brad Grey[image: External link]

Graham King[image: External link]
	USA



	The Last King of Scotland[image: External link]
	Kevin Macdonald[image: External link]
	Andrea Calderwood[image: External link]

Lisa Bryer

Charles Steel[image: External link]
	UK



	Little Miss Sunshine[image: External link]
	Jonathan Dayton[image: External link]

Valerie Faris[image: External link]
	David T. Friendly[image: External link]

Peter Saraf[image: External link]

Marc Turtletaub
	USA



	2007

(61st)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Atonement
	Joe Wright[image: External link]
	Tim Bevan[image: External link], Eric Fellner[image: External link], Paul Webster[image: External link]
	UK



	American Gangster[image: External link]
	Ridley Scott[image: External link]
	Brian Grazer[image: External link], Ridley Scott[image: External link]
	USA



	The Lives of Others[image: External link] (Das Leben der Anderen)
	Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck[image: External link]
	Quirin Berg, Max Wiedemann
	Germany



	No Country for Old Men[image: External link]
	Joel and Ethan Coen
	Joel and Ethan Coen, Scott Rudin[image: External link]
	USA



	There Will Be Blood[image: External link]
	Paul Thomas Anderson[image: External link]
	JoAnne Sellar[image: External link], Daniel Lupi[image: External link]
	USA



	2008

(62nd)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Slumdog Millionaire
	Danny Boyle
	Christian Colson[image: External link]
	UK



	The Curious Case of Benjamin Button[image: External link]
	David Fincher
	Kathleen Kennedy[image: External link], Frank Marshall[image: External link], Ray Stark[image: External link]
	USA



	Frost/Nixon[image: External link]
	Ron Howard
	Ron Howard, Brian Grazer[image: External link], Tim Bevan[image: External link], Eric Fellner[image: External link]
	UK/USA



	Milk[image: External link]
	Gus Van Sant
	Dan Jinks[image: External link], Bruce Cohen[image: External link]
	USA



	The Reader[image: External link]
	Stephen Daldry[image: External link]
	Anthony Minghella, Sydney Pollack[image: External link], Scott Rudin[image: External link]
	UK/Germany



	2009

(63rd)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	The Hurt Locker[image: External link]
	Kathryn Bigelow
	Kathryn Bigelow, Mark Boal, Nicolas Chartier[image: External link], Greg Shapiro
	USA



	Avatar
	James Cameron
	James Cameron, Jon Landau[image: External link]
	UK/USA



	An Education[image: External link]
	Lone Scherfig[image: External link]
	Finola Dwyer[image: External link], Amanda Posey[image: External link]
	UK



	Precious[image: External link]
	Lee Daniels[image: External link]
	Lee Daniels[image: External link], Sarah Siegel-Magness, Gary Magness[image: External link]
	USA



	Up in the Air[image: External link]
	Jason Reitman
	Ivan Reitman[image: External link], Jason Reitman, Daniel Dubiecki[image: External link]
	USA
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 2010s






	Category
	Film
	Director(s)
	Nominee(s)
	Country



	2010

(64th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	The King's Speech[image: External link]
	Tom Hooper
	Iain Canning[image: External link], Emile Sherman, Gareth Unwin[image: External link]
	UK



	Black Swan[image: External link]
	Darren Aronofsky[image: External link]
	Darren Aronofsky[image: External link], Scott Franklin, Mike Medavoy[image: External link], Arnold Messer, Brian Oliver[image: External link]
	USA



	Inception[image: External link]
	Christopher Nolan
	Christopher Nolan

Emma Thomas[image: External link]
	USA



	The Social Network
	David Fincher
	David Fincher, Scott Rudin[image: External link], Dana Brunetti[image: External link], Michael De Luca[image: External link], Ceán Chaffin[image: External link], Kevin Spacey
	USA



	True Grit[image: External link]
	Joel and Ethan Coen
	Joel and Ethan Coen, Scott Rudin[image: External link]
	USA



	2011

(65th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	The Artist[image: External link]
	Michel Hazanavicius
	Thomas Langmann[image: External link]
	France



	The Descendants
	Alexander Payne
	Alexander Payne, Jim Taylor, Jim Burke[image: External link]
	USA



	Drive[image: External link]
	Nicolas Winding Refn[image: External link]
	Adam Siegel[image: External link], Marc Platt[image: External link]
	USA



	The Help
	Tate Taylor[image: External link]
	Brunson Green[image: External link], Chris Columbus[image: External link], Michael Barnathan[image: External link]
	USA



	Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy[image: External link]
	Tomas Alfredson[image: External link]
	Tim Bevan[image: External link], Robyn Slovo[image: External link], Eric Fellner[image: External link]
	UK/France/Germany



	2012

(66th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Argo
	Ben Affleck
	Grant Heslov[image: External link], Ben Affleck, George Clooney
	USA



	Les Misérables[image: External link]
	Tom Hooper
	Tim Bevan[image: External link], Eric Fellner[image: External link], Debra Hayward[image: External link], Cameron Mackintosh[image: External link]
	UK



	Life of Pi[image: External link]
	Ang Lee
	Gil Netter, Ang Lee, David Womark[image: External link]
	USA/UK



	Lincoln[image: External link]
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link], Kathleen Kennedy[image: External link]
	USA



	Zero Dark Thirty[image: External link]
	Kathryn Bigelow
	Mark Boal, Kathryn Bigelow, Megan Ellison[image: External link]
	USA



	2013

(67th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	12 Years a Slave
	Steve McQueen[image: External link]
	Brad Pitt, Anthony Katagas[image: External link], Dede Gardner[image: External link], Jeremy Kleiner[image: External link], Steve McQueen[image: External link]
	UK/USA



	American Hustle
	David O. Russell
	Charles Roven[image: External link], Richard Suckle[image: External link], Megan Ellison[image: External link], Jonathan Gordon[image: External link]
	USA



	Captain Phillips[image: External link]
	Paul Greengrass
	Scott Rudin[image: External link], Dana Brunetti[image: External link], Michael De Luca[image: External link]
	USA



	Gravity[image: External link]
	Alfonso Cuarón
	Alfonso Cuarón, David Heyman[image: External link]
	UK/USA



	Philomena[image: External link]
	Stephen Frears[image: External link]
	Gabrielle Tana[image: External link], Steve Coogan[image: External link], Tracey Seaward[image: External link]
	UK



	2014

(68th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	Boyhood
	Richard Linklater
	Richard Linklater, Cathleen Sutherland[image: External link]
	USA



	Birdman or (The Unexpected Virtue of Ignorance)
	Alejandro G. Iñárritu
	Alejandro G. Iñárritu, John Lesher[image: External link], James W. Skotchdopole[image: External link]
	USA



	The Grand Budapest Hotel[image: External link]
	Wes Anderson[image: External link]
	Wes Anderson[image: External link], Scott Rudin[image: External link], Steven Rales[image: External link], Jeremy Dawson[image: External link]
	USA/UK/Germany



	The Imitation Game[image: External link]
	Morten Tyldum[image: External link]
	Nora Grossman[image: External link], Ido Ostrowsky[image: External link], Teddy Schwarzman[image: External link]
	UK/USA



	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	James Marsh[image: External link]
	Tim Bevan[image: External link], Eric Fellner[image: External link], Lisa Bruce[image: External link], Anthony McCarten[image: External link]
	UK



	2015

(69th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	The Revenant
	Alejandro G. Iñárritu
	Steve Golin[image: External link], Alejandro G. Iñárritu, Arnon Milchan[image: External link], Mary Parent[image: External link], Keith Redmon[image: External link]
	USA



	The Big Short[image: External link]
	Adam McKay
	Dede Gardner[image: External link], Jeremy Kleiner[image: External link], Brad Pitt
	USA



	Bridge of Spies[image: External link]
	Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	Kristie Macosko Krieger[image: External link], Marc Platt[image: External link], Steven Spielberg[image: External link]
	USA



	Carol[image: External link]
	Todd Haynes[image: External link]
	Elizabeth Karlsen[image: External link], Christine Vachon[image: External link], Stephen Woolley[image: External link]
	UK/USA



	Spotlight
	Tom McCarthy
	Blye Pagon Faust[image: External link], Steve Golin[image: External link], Nicole Rocklin[image: External link], Michael Sugar[image: External link]
	USA



	2016

(70th)[image: External link]



	Best Film
	La La Land[image: External link]
	Damien Chazelle
	Fred Berger[image: External link], Jordan Horowitz[image: External link], Marc Platt[image: External link]
	USA



	Arrival[image: External link]
	Denis Villeneuve[image: External link]
	Dan Levine, Shawn Levy[image: External link], David Linde[image: External link], Aaron Ryder
	USA



	I, Daniel Blake[image: External link]
	Ken Loach[image: External link]
	Rebecca O'Brien
	UK/France/Belgium



	Manchester by the Sea[image: External link]
	Kenneth Lonergan
	Lauren Beck, Matt Damon, Chris Moore, Kimberly Steward[image: External link], Kevin J. Walsh
	USA



	Moonlight
	Barry Jenkins
	Dede Gardner[image: External link], Jeremy Kleiner[image: External link], Adele Romanski[image: External link]
	USA
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 See also





	Guldbagge Award for Best Film[image: External link]

	Academy Award for Best Picture

	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Picture[image: External link]

	Golden Globe Award for Best Motion Picture – Drama

	Golden Globe Award for Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy[image: External link]

	Producers Guild of America Award for Best Theatrical Motion Picture

	Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture
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 Notes






	
^ This information is listed as such because IMDb[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 21 June 2014 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link]. does not list anyone having received the award prior to 1960, and then throughout the 70s.


	
^ Known under this title in the UK.


	
^ Release date for The Magic Box[image: External link], in IMDb.


	
^ Released under this title in Great Britain, The Road only appears to have been used for publicity when the film was screened in the United States.
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Academy Award for Best Picture






The Academy Award for Best Picture is one of the Academy Awards presented annually since the awards debuted in 1929, by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link] (AMPAS). This award goes to the producers[image: External link] of the film and is the only category in which every member is eligible to submit a nomination and vote on the final ballot. The actors or actresses in the film will not accept this award unless he or she produced the film.

Best Picture is considered the premier award of the Academy Awards, as it represents all the directing, acting, music composing, writing, editing, and other efforts put forth into a film production. Since 1973, it is the final award presented at the ceremony and a drum roll[image: External link] was used when the winner is announced.

The Grand Staircase columns at the Dolby Theatre[image: External link] in Los Angeles[image: External link], where the Academy Awards ceremonies have been held since 2002, showcase every film that has won the Best Picture title since the award's inception.[1] As of 2017[image: External link], there have been 537 films nominated for Best Picture.[2]



TOP
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 History
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 Category name changes




At the 1st Academy Awards[image: External link] ceremony (for 1927 and 1928), there were two categories of awards that were each considered the top award of the night: Outstanding Picture and Unique and Artistic Picture[image: External link], the previous being won by the war epic Wings[image: External link], and the latter by the art film Sunrise[image: External link]. Each award was intended to honor different and equally important aspects of superior filmmaking.

The following year, the Academy dropped the Unique and Artistic Picture award, and decided retroactively that the award won by Wings was the highest honor that could be awarded.[3] Though the award kept the title Outstanding Picture for the next ceremony, the name underwent several changes over the years as seen below. Since 1962 it has been called the Best Picture award.[2]


	
1927/28[image: External link]– 1928/29[image: External link]: Academy Award for Outstanding Picture


	
1929/30[image: External link]– 1940[image: External link]: Academy Award for Outstanding Production


	
1941[image: External link]– 1943[image: External link]: Academy Award for Outstanding Motion Picture


	
1944[image: External link]– 1961[image: External link]: Academy Award for Best Motion Picture


	
1962[image: External link]–present: Academy Award for Best Picture
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 Recipients




Until 1950, this award was presented to a representative of the production company. That year the protocol was changed so that the award was presented to all credited producers. This rule was modified in 1998 to apply a limit of three producers receiving the award, after the five producers of Shakespeare in Love had received the award.[4][5][6]

As of 2014, the "Special Rules for the Best Picture of the Year Award" limit recipients to those who meet two main requirements:[7]


	Those with screen credit[image: External link] of "producer" or "produced by"

	those three or fewer producers who have performed the major portion of the producing functions



The rules permit "bona fide team[s] of not more than two people to be considered to be a single 'producer' if the two individuals have had an established producing partnership for at least the previous five years and as a producing team have produced a minimum of five theatrically released feature motion pictures during that time.[7]

The Academy can make exceptions to the limit, as when the late Anthony Minghella and Sydney Pollack[image: External link] were posthumously included among the four producers nominated for The Reader[image: External link].[8] As of 2014 the Producers Branch Executive Committee determines such exceptions, noting they take place only in "rare and extraordinary circumstance[s]."[7]
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 Best Picture and Best Director




The Academy Awards for Best Picture and Best Director[image: External link] have been closely linked throughout their history. Of the 89 films that have been awarded Best Picture, 62 have also been awarded Best Director. Only four films have won Best Picture without their directors being nominated: Wings[image: External link] (1927/28), Grand Hotel[image: External link] (1931/32), Driving Miss Daisy[image: External link] (1989), and Argo (2012). The only two Best Director winners to win for films that did not receive a Best Picture nomination were during the early years of the awards: Lewis Milestone[image: External link] for Two Arabian Knights[image: External link] (1927/28), and Frank Lloyd[image: External link] for The Divine Lady[image: External link] (1928/29).[9]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Nomination limit increased




On June 24, 2009, AMPAS announced that the number of films to be nominated in the Best Picture award category would increase from five to ten, starting with the 82nd Academy Awards[image: External link] (2009).[10] The expansion was a throwback to the Academy's early years in the 1930s and 1940s, when eight to twelve films were nominated each year. "Having 10 Best Picture nominees is going to allow Academy voters to recognize and include some of the fantastic movies that often show up in the other Oscar categories but have been squeezed out of the race for the top prize," AMPAS President Sid Ganis[image: External link] said in a press conference. "I can't wait to see what that list of 10 looks like when the nominees are announced in February."[10]

At the same time, the voting system was switched from first-past-the-post[image: External link] to instant runoff voting[image: External link] (also known as preferential voting).[11] Two years after this change, the Academy revised the rule again so that the number of films nominated was between 5 and 10; nominated films must earn either 5% of first-place rankings or 5% after an abbreviated variation of the single transferable vote[image: External link] nominating process.[12] Bruce Davis, the Academy executive director at the time, said, "A Best Picture nomination should be an indication of extraordinary merit. If there are only eight pictures that truly earn that honor in a given year, we shouldn't feel an obligation to round out the number."[13]
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 Controversies




The award is not without controversy. One point of contention is the lack of consideration of non-English language[image: External link] films for Best Picture. To date, only nine foreign language films have been nominated in the category: Grand Illusion[image: External link] (French, 1938); Z[image: External link] (French, 1969); The Emigrants[image: External link] (Swedish, 1972); Cries and Whispers[image: External link] (Swedish, 1973); Il Postino: The Postman[image: External link] (Italian/Spanish, 1995); Life Is Beautiful[image: External link] (Italian, 1998); Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon[image: External link] (Mandarin Chinese[image: External link], 2000); Letters from Iwo Jima[image: External link] (Japanese, 2006, but ineligible for Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link], as it was an American production); and Amour[image: External link] (French, 2012).[14] Similarly, the award rarely goes to films produced by non-U.S. studios; only 14 films partly or wholly financed outside the United States have won Best Picture, 13 of which were financed, in part or in whole, by the United Kingdom[image: External link]. Those films were, in chronological order: Hamlet[image: External link] (1948), The Bridge on the River Kwai (1957), Lawrence of Arabia (1962), Tom Jones[image: External link] (1963), A Man for All Seasons (1966), Oliver![image: External link] (1968), Chariots of Fire[image: External link] (1981), Gandhi[image: External link] (1982) The Last Emperor (1987) The English Patient (1996), Shakespeare in Love (1998), Slumdog Millionaire (2008) and The King's Speech[image: External link] (2010). The fourteenth film, The Artist[image: External link], (2011) was financed in France[image: External link].[15]

Other points of contention include genres of film that have received few or no nominations or awards. Only three animated films have been nominated (Disney's Beauty and the Beast[image: External link], (1991) and Disney-Pixar's Up[image: External link] (2009) and Toy Story 3[image: External link] (2010), the latter two having been nominated after the Academy expanded the number of nominees) and none have won. No science fiction film or superhero film has won (none of the latter has been nominated; though Birdman, which won in 2015, is about an actor who played a superhero and fantasizes about becoming/becomes one, depending on audience interpretation); only one fantasy film has won (The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King, 2003). Horror films have also been notably absent. The most recent one to have been nominated was The Sixth Sense[image: External link] in 1999 and the last to win was The Silence of the Lambs[image: External link], in 1991. No documentary (eligible in a separate category) has been nominated for Best Picture.[15] This excludes Chang[image: External link], which was nominated in the 'Unique and Artistic Production' category in the 1927/28 awards.

At the 89th Academy Awards[image: External link], presenters Faye Dunaway[image: External link] and Warren Beatty read La La Land[image: External link] as the winner of the award. However, they had mistakenly been given the Best Actress envelope, for which Emma Stone had won for her role in La La Land moments prior. When the mistake was realized, the show's producers rushed onstage to correct it; in the resulting chaos, it was La La Land producer Jordan Horowitz who finally announced that Moonlight was the real winner.[16]
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 Sequel nominations and winners




Few sequels have been nominated for Best Picture; two have won: The Godfather Part II[image: External link] and The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King. Other nominees include The Bells of St. Mary's[image: External link], The Godfather Part III[image: External link], The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers[image: External link], Toy Story 3[image: External link], and Mad Max: Fury Road[image: External link].[14]

Another nominee, Broadway Melody of 1936[image: External link], was a follow-up of sorts to previous winner The Broadway Melody[image: External link]. But, beyond the title and some music, there is no story connection to the earlier film. The Silence of the Lambs[image: External link] was adapted from the sequel novel to Red Dragon[image: External link]. The latter had been adapted for film as Manhunter[image: External link] by a different studio. Best Picture nominee The Lion in Winter features Peter O'Toole as King Henry II[image: External link], a role he had played previously in the film Becket. But Winter is not a sequel to Becket. Clint Eastwood's Letters from Iwo Jima[image: External link] was a companion piece to his film Flags of Our Fathers[image: External link], released earlier the same year. These two films depict the same battle from the different viewpoints of Japanese and United States military forces; the two films were shot back-to-back.

Notably, the only remake to win this category is The Departed[image: External link]. Mutiny on the Bounty[image: External link] and Ben-Hur were inspired and influenced by previous films of the same name; but they were considered to be distinctly different adaptations of the original novels.[17] Best Picture winner My Fair Lady[image: External link] was a musical version of George Bernard Shaw[image: External link]'s 1913 play Pygmalion[image: External link]. It had previously been adapted for film as Pygmalion[image: External link], which was nominated for Best Picture in 1938.
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 Silent film winners




The Artist[image: External link] (with the exception of a single scene of dialogue, and dream sequence with sound effects) was the first silent film[image: External link] since Wings[image: External link] to win Best Picture. It was the first silent nominee since The Patriot[image: External link]. It was the first Best Picture winner to be shot entirely in black-and-white[image: External link] since 1960's The Apartment[image: External link]. (Note: Schindler's List, the 1993 winner, was predominantly black-and-white but it did contain some color sequences).[15]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Version availability




No Best Picture winner has been lost[image: External link], though a few such as All Quiet on the Western Front[image: External link] and Lawrence of Arabia exist only in a form altered from their original, award-winning release form. This has usually been due to editing for reissue (and subsequently partly restored by archivists). Other winners and nominees, such as Tom Jones and Star Wars[image: External link], are widely available only in subsequently altered versions. The Broadway Melody[image: External link] originally had some sequences photographed in two-color Technicolor[image: External link]. This footage survives only in black and white.[18]

The 1928 film The Patriot[image: External link] is the only Best Picture nominee that is lost.[19] The Racket[image: External link], also from 1928, was believed lost for many years until a print was found in Howard Hughes[image: External link]' archives. It has since been restored and shown on Turner Classic Movies[image: External link].[20] The only surviving complete prints of 1931's East Lynne[image: External link] and 1934's The White Parade[image: External link] exist within the UCLA[image: External link] film archive.[21]
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 Winners and nominees




In the list below, winners are listed first in the colored row, followed by the other nominees.[2] Except for the early years (when the Academy used a non-calendar year), the year shown is the one in which the film first premiered in Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]; normally this is also the year of first release, however, it may be the year after first release (as with Casablanca[image: External link] and, if the film-festival premiere is considered, Crash[image: External link]). This is also the year before the ceremony at which the award is given; for example, a film exhibited theatrically during 2005 was eligible for consideration for the 2005 Best Picture Oscar, awarded in 2006. The number of the ceremony (1st, 2nd, etc.) appears in parentheses[image: External link] after the awards year, linked to the article on that ceremony. Each individual entry shows the title followed by the production company[image: External link], and the producer[image: External link].

Until 1950, the Best Picture award was given to the production company; from 1951 on, it has gone to the producer or producers. The Academy used the producer credits of the Producers Guild of America[image: External link] (PGA) until 1998, when all five producers of Shakespeare in Love made speeches after its win.[4][5] A three-producer limit has been applied some years since.[5][6] There was controversy over the exclusion of some PGA-credited producers of Crash[image: External link] and Little Miss Sunshine[image: External link].[6] The Academy can make exceptions to the limit, as when Anthony Minghella and Sydney Pollack[image: External link] were posthumously among the four nominated for The Reader[image: External link].[8] However, now any producer on a film is nominated for Best Picture, so the limit of producer nominees is completely dropped.

For the first ceremony, three films were nominated for the award. For the following three years, five films were nominated for the award. This was expanded to eight in 1933, to ten in 1934, and to twelve in 1935, before being dropped back to ten in 1937. In 1945 it was further reduced to five. This number remained until 2009, when the limit was raised to ten and later adjusted in 2011, to vary between five and ten.

For the first six ceremonies, the eligibility period spanned two calendar years. For example, the 2nd Academy Awards presented on April 3, 1930, recognized films that were released between August 1, 1928, and July 31, 1929. Starting with the 7th Academy Awards, held in 1935, the period of eligibility became the full previous calendar year from January 1 to December 31.


  indicates the winner
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 1920s






	
1927[image: External link]/ 28[image: External link] [A] (1st)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Wings[image: External link]
	
Paramount[image: External link], Famous Players-Lasky[image: External link]

	Lucien Hubbard[image: External link]



	The Racket[image: External link]
	Paramount, Caddo
	Howard Hughes[image: External link]



	7th Heaven[image: External link]
	Fox[image: External link]
	William Fox[image: External link]






	
1928[image: External link]/ 29[image: External link] (2nd)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The Broadway Melody[image: External link]
	
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] [L]

	
Irving Thalberg[image: External link] and Lawrence Weingarten[image: External link]




	Alibi[image: External link]
	
United Artists[image: External link], Feature Productions
	Roland West[image: External link]



	Hollywood Revue[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Harry Rapf[image: External link]



	In Old Arizona[image: External link]
	Fox
	
Winfield Sheehan[image: External link] [G]




	The Patriot[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Ernst Lubitsch[image: External link]
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 1930s






	
1929[image: External link]/ 30[image: External link] [B] (3rd)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	All Quiet on the Western Front[image: External link]
	Universal[image: External link]
	Carl Laemmle Jr.[image: External link]



	The Big House[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Irving Thalberg[image: External link]



	Disraeli[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	
Jack L. Warner[image: External link] and Darryl F. Zanuck[image: External link]




	The Divorcee[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Robert Z. Leonard[image: External link]



	The Love Parade[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Ernst Lubitsch[image: External link]






	
1930[image: External link]/ 31[image: External link] (4th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Cimarron[image: External link]
	RKO Radio[image: External link]
	William LeBaron[image: External link]



	East Lynne[image: External link]
	Fox
	
Winfield Sheehan[image: External link] [G]




	The Front Page[image: External link]
	United Artists, Caddo
	Howard Hughes[image: External link]



	Skippy[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Adolph Zukor[image: External link]



	Trader Horn[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Irving Thalberg[image: External link]






	
1931[image: External link]/ 32[image: External link] (5th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Grand Hotel[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Irving Thalberg[image: External link]



	Arrowsmith[image: External link]
	Goldwyn, United Artists
	Samuel Goldwyn[image: External link]



	Bad Girl[image: External link]
	Fox
	
Winfield Sheehan[image: External link] [G]




	The Champ[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	King Vidor[image: External link]



	Five Star Final[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., First National[image: External link]

	Hal B. Wallis[image: External link]



	One Hour with You[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Ernst Lubitsch[image: External link]



	Shanghai Express[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Adolph Zukor[image: External link]



	The Smiling Lieutenant[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Ernst Lubitsch[image: External link]






	
1932[image: External link]/ 33[image: External link] (6th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	
Cavalcade[image: External link] [H]

	Fox
	
Winfield Sheehan[image: External link] [G]




	42nd Street[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Darryl F. Zanuck[image: External link]



	
A Farewell to Arms[image: External link] [H]

	Paramount
	Adolph Zukor[image: External link]



	I Am a Fugitive from a Chain Gang[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Hal B. Wallis[image: External link]



	Lady for a Day[image: External link]
	Columbia[image: External link]
	Frank Capra[image: External link]



	
Little Women[image: External link] [H]

	RKO Radio
	
Merian C. Cooper[image: External link] and Kenneth Macgowan[image: External link]




	The Private Life of Henry VIII[image: External link]
	London Films[image: External link]
	Alexander Korda[image: External link]



	She Done Him Wrong[image: External link]
	Paramount
	William LeBaron[image: External link]



	Smilin' Through[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Irving Thalberg[image: External link]



	State Fair[image: External link]
	Fox
	
Winfield Sheehan[image: External link] [G]







	
1934[image: External link] (7th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	
It Happened One Night[image: External link] [I]

	Columbia
	
Harry Cohn[image: External link] and Frank Capra[image: External link]




	
The Barretts of Wimpole Street[image: External link] [I]

	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Irving Thalberg[image: External link]



	Cleopatra[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Cecil B. DeMille



	Flirtation Walk[image: External link]
	First National
	
Jack L. Warner[image: External link], Hal B. Wallis[image: External link], and Robert Lord[image: External link]




	The Gay Divorcee[image: External link]
	RKO Radio
	Pandro S. Berman[image: External link]



	Here Comes the Navy[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Lou Edelman



	
The House of Rothschild[image: External link] [I]

	
20th Century[image: External link], United Artists
	
Darryl F. Zanuck[image: External link], William Goetz[image: External link], and Raymond Griffith[image: External link]




	Imitation of Life[image: External link]
	Universal
	John M. Stahl[image: External link]



	One Night of Love[image: External link]
	Columbia
	
Harry Cohn[image: External link] and Everett Riskin



	The Thin Man[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Hunt Stromberg[image: External link]



	Viva Villa![image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	David O. Selznick[image: External link]



	The White Parade[image: External link]
	Fox
	Jesse L. Lasky[image: External link]






	
1935[image: External link] (8th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	
Mutiny on the Bounty[image: External link] [J]

	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	
Irving Thalberg[image: External link] and Albert Lewin[image: External link]




	Alice Adams[image: External link]
	RKO Radio
	Pandro S. Berman[image: External link]



	Broadway Melody of 1936[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	John W. Considine Jr.



	
Captain Blood[image: External link] [J]

	Warner Bros., Cosmopolitan
	
Hal B. Wallis[image: External link], Harry Joe Brown[image: External link], and Gordon Hollingshead[image: External link]




	David Copperfield[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	David O. Selznick[image: External link]



	
The Informer[image: External link] [J]

	RKO Radio
	Cliff Reid[image: External link]



	The Lives of a Bengal Lancer[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Louis D. Lighton[image: External link]



	A Midsummer Night's Dream[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Henry Blanke[image: External link]



	Les Misérables[image: External link]
	20th Century, United Artists
	Darryl F. Zanuck[image: External link]



	Naughty Marietta[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Hunt Stromberg[image: External link]



	Ruggles of Red Gap[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Arthur Hornblow Jr.[image: External link]



	Top Hat[image: External link]
	RKO Radio
	Pandro S. Berman[image: External link]






	
1936[image: External link] (9th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The Great Ziegfeld[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Hunt Stromberg[image: External link]



	Anthony Adverse[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Henry Blanke[image: External link]



	Dodsworth[image: External link]
	Goldwyn, United Artists
	
Samuel Goldwyn[image: External link] and Merritt Hulbert



	Libeled Lady[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Lawrence Weingarten[image: External link]



	Mr. Deeds Goes to Town[image: External link]
	Columbia
	Frank Capra[image: External link]



	Romeo and Juliet[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Irving Thalberg[image: External link]



	San Francisco[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	
John Emerson[image: External link] and Bernard H. Hyman



	The Story of Louis Pasteur[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Henry Blanke[image: External link]



	A Tale of Two Cities[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	David O. Selznick[image: External link]



	Three Smart Girls[image: External link]
	Universal
	
Joe Pasternak[image: External link] and Charles R. Rogers[image: External link]







	
1937[image: External link] (10th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The Life of Emile Zola[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Henry Blanke[image: External link]



	The Awful Truth[image: External link]
	Columbia
	
Leo McCarey and Everett Riskin



	Captains Courageous[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Louis Lighton[image: External link]



	Dead End[image: External link]
	Goldwyn, United Artists
	
Samuel Goldwyn[image: External link] and Merritt Hulbert



	The Good Earth[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	
Irving Thalberg[image: External link] and Albert Lewin[image: External link]




	In Old Chicago[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	
Darryl F. Zanuck[image: External link] and Kenneth Macgowan[image: External link]




	Lost Horizon[image: External link]
	Columbia
	Frank Capra[image: External link]



	One Hundred Men and a Girl[image: External link]
	Universal
	
Charles R. Rogers[image: External link] and Joe Pasternak[image: External link]




	Stage Door[image: External link]
	RKO Radio
	Pandro S. Berman[image: External link]



	A Star Is Born[image: External link]
	
Selznick International[image: External link], United Artists
	David O. Selznick[image: External link]






	
1938[image: External link] (11th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	You Can't Take It With You[image: External link]
	Columbia
	Frank Capra[image: External link]



	The Adventures of Robin Hood[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	
Hal B. Wallis[image: External link] and Henry Blanke[image: External link]




	Alexander's Ragtime Band[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	
Darryl F. Zanuck[image: External link] and Harry Joe Brown[image: External link]




	Boys Town[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	John W. Considine Jr.



	The Citadel[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Victor Saville[image: External link]



	Four Daughters[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., First National
	
Hal B. Wallis[image: External link] and Henry Blanke[image: External link]




	
Grand Illusion[image: External link] [K]

	R. A. O., World Pictures
	Frank Rollmer and Albert Pinkovitch



	Jezebel[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	
Hal B. Wallis[image: External link] and Henry Blanke



	Pygmalion[image: External link]
	Pascal Film Productions
	Gabriel Pascal[image: External link]



	Test Pilot[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Louis Lighton[image: External link]






	
1939[image: External link] (12th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Gone with the Wind[image: External link]
	Selznick International, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	David O. Selznick[image: External link]



	Dark Victory[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	David Lewis[image: External link]



	Goodbye, Mr. Chips[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Victor Saville[image: External link]



	Love Affair[image: External link]
	RKO Radio
	Leo McCarey



	Mr. Smith Goes to Washington[image: External link]
	Columbia
	Frank Capra[image: External link]



	Ninotchka[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Sidney Franklin[image: External link]



	Of Mice and Men[image: External link]
	Roach, United Artists
	Lewis Milestone[image: External link]



	Stagecoach[image: External link]
	United Artists
	Walter Wanger[image: External link]



	The Wizard of Oz[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Mervyn LeRoy[image: External link]



	Wuthering Heights[image: External link]
	Goldwyn, United Artists
	Samuel Goldwyn[image: External link]
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1940[image: External link] (13th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Rebecca[image: External link]
	Selznick International, United Artists
	David O. Selznick[image: External link]



	All This, and Heaven Too[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	
Jack L. Warner[image: External link], Hal B. Wallis[image: External link], and David Lewis[image: External link]




	Foreign Correspondent[image: External link]
	Wanger, United Artists
	Walter Wanger[image: External link]



	The Grapes of Wrath[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	
Darryl F. Zanuck[image: External link] and Nunnally Johnson[image: External link]




	The Great Dictator[image: External link]
	Chaplin, United Artists
	Charlie Chaplin[image: External link]



	Kitty Foyle[image: External link]
	RKO Radio
	David Hempstead



	The Letter[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Hal B. Wallis[image: External link]



	The Long Voyage Home[image: External link]
	Argosy, Wanger, United Artists
	John Ford



	Our Town[image: External link]
	Lesser, United Artists
	Sol Lesser[image: External link]



	The Philadelphia Story[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Joseph L. Mankiewicz






	
1941[image: External link] [C] (14th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	How Green Was My Valley[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Darryl F. Zanuck[image: External link]



	Blossoms in the Dust[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Irving Asher[image: External link]



	Citizen Kane[image: External link]
	RKO Radio
	Orson Welles



	Here Comes Mr. Jordan[image: External link]
	Columbia
	Everett Riskin



	Hold Back the Dawn[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Arthur Hornblow Jr.[image: External link]



	The Little Foxes[image: External link]
	RKO Radio
	Samuel Goldwyn[image: External link]



	The Maltese Falcon[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Hal B. Wallis[image: External link]



	One Foot in Heaven[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Hal B. Wallis[image: External link]



	Sergeant York[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	
Hal B. Wallis[image: External link] and Jesse L. Lasky[image: External link]




	Suspicion[image: External link]
	RKO Radio
	Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link]






	
1942[image: External link] (15th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Mrs. Miniver[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Sidney Franklin[image: External link]



	
The Invaders[image: External link] (49th Parallel)

	Ortus
	Michael Powell[image: External link]



	Kings Row[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Hal B. Wallis[image: External link]



	The Magnificent Ambersons[image: External link]
	Mercury, RKO Radio
	Orson Welles



	The Pied Piper[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Nunnally Johnson[image: External link]



	The Pride of the Yankees[image: External link]
	Goldwyn, RKO Radio
	Samuel Goldwyn[image: External link]



	Random Harvest[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Sidney Franklin[image: External link]



	The Talk of the Town[image: External link]
	Columbia
	George Stevens



	Wake Island[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Joseph Sistrom



	Yankee Doodle Dandy[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	
Jack L. Warner[image: External link], Hal B. Wallis[image: External link], and William Cagney[image: External link]







	
1943[image: External link] (16th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Casablanca[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Hal B. Wallis[image: External link]



	For Whom the Bell Tolls[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Sam Wood[image: External link]



	Heaven Can Wait[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Ernst Lubitsch[image: External link]



	The Human Comedy[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Clarence Brown[image: External link]



	In Which We Serve[image: External link]
	Two Cities Films[image: External link]
	Noël Coward[image: External link]



	Madame Curie[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Sidney Franklin[image: External link]



	The More the Merrier[image: External link]
	Columbia
	George Stevens



	The Ox-Bow Incident[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Lamar Trotti



	The Song of Bernadette[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	William Perlberg[image: External link]



	Watch on the Rhine[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Hal B. Wallis[image: External link]






	
1944[image: External link] [D] (17th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Going My Way[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Leo McCarey



	Double Indemnity[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Joseph Sistrom



	Gaslight[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Arthur Hornblow Jr.[image: External link]



	Since You Went Away[image: External link]
	Selznick International, United Artists
	David O. Selznick[image: External link]



	Wilson[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Darryl F. Zanuck[image: External link]






	
1945[image: External link] (18th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The Lost Weekend[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Charles Brackett



	Anchors Aweigh[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Joe Pasternak[image: External link]



	The Bells of St. Mary's[image: External link]
	RKO Radio
	Leo McCarey



	Mildred Pierce[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Jerry Wald[image: External link]



	Spellbound[image: External link]
	Selznick International, United Artists
	David O. Selznick[image: External link]






	
1946[image: External link] (19th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The Best Years of Our Lives[image: External link]
	RKO Radio
	Samuel Goldwyn[image: External link]



	Henry V[image: External link]
	Two Cities Films
	Laurence Olivier[image: External link]



	It's a Wonderful Life[image: External link]
	RKO Radio
	Frank Capra[image: External link]



	The Razor's Edge[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Darryl F. Zanuck[image: External link]



	The Yearling[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Sidney Franklin[image: External link]






	
1947[image: External link] (20th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Gentleman's Agreement[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Darryl F. Zanuck[image: External link]



	The Bishop's Wife[image: External link]
	RKO Radio
	Samuel Goldwyn[image: External link]



	Crossfire[image: External link]
	RKO Radio
	Adrian Scott[image: External link]



	Great Expectations[image: External link]
	Cineguild
	Ronald Neame[image: External link]



	Miracle on 34th Street[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	William Perlberg[image: External link]






	
1948[image: External link] (21st)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Hamlet[image: External link]
	Two Cities Films, Universal
	Laurence Olivier[image: External link]



	Johnny Belinda[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Jerry Wald[image: External link]



	The Red Shoes[image: External link]
	Independent Producers, The Archers
	
Michael Powell[image: External link] and Emeric Pressburger[image: External link]




	The Snake Pit[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	
Anatole Litvak[image: External link] and Robert Bassler[image: External link]




	The Treasure of the Sierra Madre[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Henry Blanke[image: External link]






	
1949[image: External link] (22nd)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	All the King's Men[image: External link]
	Rossen, Columbia
	Robert Rossen



	Battleground[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Dore Schary[image: External link]



	The Heiress[image: External link]
	Paramount
	William Wyler



	A Letter to Three Wives[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Sol C. Siegel[image: External link]



	Twelve O'Clock High[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Darryl F. Zanuck[image: External link]
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1950[image: External link] (23rd)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	All About Eve[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Darryl F. Zanuck[image: External link]



	Born Yesterday[image: External link]
	Columbia
	S. Sylvan Simon[image: External link]



	Father of the Bride[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Pandro S. Berman[image: External link]



	King Solomon's Mines[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Sam Zimbalist[image: External link]



	Sunset Boulevard[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Charles Brackett






	
1951[image: External link] (24th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	An American in Paris[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Arthur Freed[image: External link]



	Decision Before Dawn[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	
Anatole Litvak[image: External link] and Frank McCarthy[image: External link]




	A Place in the Sun
	Paramount
	George Stevens



	Quo Vadis[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Sam Zimbalist[image: External link]



	A Streetcar Named Desire[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Charles K. Feldman[image: External link]






	
1952[image: External link] (25th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The Greatest Show on Earth
	Paramount
	Cecil B. DeMille



	High Noon[image: External link]
	United Artists
	Stanley Kramer



	Ivanhoe[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Pandro S. Berman[image: External link]



	Moulin Rouge[image: External link]
	Romulus Films
	
John Huston, John Woolf, and James Woolf[image: External link]




	The Quiet Man[image: External link]
	Republic
	
John Ford and Merian C. Cooper[image: External link]







	
1953[image: External link] (26th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	From Here to Eternity[image: External link]
	Columbia
	Buddy Adler[image: External link]



	Julius Caesar[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	John Houseman[image: External link]



	The Robe[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Frank Ross[image: External link]



	Roman Holiday[image: External link]
	Paramount
	William Wyler



	Shane[image: External link]
	Paramount
	George Stevens






	
1954[image: External link] (27th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	On the Waterfront
	Columbia
	
Sam Spiegel[image: External link] [N]




	The Caine Mutiny[image: External link]
	Columbia
	Stanley Kramer



	The Country Girl[image: External link]
	Paramount
	William Perlberg[image: External link]



	Seven Brides for Seven Brothers[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Jack Cummings[image: External link]



	Three Coins in the Fountain[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Sol C. Siegel[image: External link]






	
1955[image: External link] (28th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Marty[image: External link]
	United Artists, Steven Productions, Hecht-Lancaster Productions
	Harold Hecht[image: External link]



	Love Is a Many-Splendored Thing[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Buddy Adler[image: External link]



	Mister Roberts[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Leland Hayward[image: External link]



	Picnic[image: External link]
	Columbia
	Fred Kohlmar[image: External link]



	The Rose Tattoo[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Hal B. Wallis[image: External link]






	
1956[image: External link] (29th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Around the World in 80 Days[image: External link]
	United Artists, Michael Todd Productions
	Michael Todd[image: External link]



	Friendly Persuasion[image: External link]
	Allied Artists[image: External link]
	William Wyler



	Giant[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	
George Stevens and Henry Ginsberg



	The King and I[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Charles Brackett



	The Ten Commandments[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Cecil B. DeMille






	
1957[image: External link] (30th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The Bridge on the River Kwai
	Columbia, Horizon Pictures[image: External link]

	Sam Spiegel[image: External link]



	12 Angry Men[image: External link]
	United Artists
	
Henry Fonda[image: External link] and Reginald Rose[image: External link]




	Peyton Place[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Jerry Wald[image: External link]



	Sayonara[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	William Goetz[image: External link]



	Witness for the Prosecution[image: External link]
	United Artists
	Arthur Hornblow Jr.[image: External link]






	
1958[image: External link] (31st)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Gigi[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Arthur Freed[image: External link]



	Auntie Mame[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Jack L. Warner[image: External link]



	Cat on a Hot Tin Roof[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Lawrence Weingarten[image: External link]



	The Defiant Ones
	Kramer, United Artists
	Stanley Kramer



	Separate Tables[image: External link]
	United Artists
	Harold Hecht[image: External link]






	
1959[image: External link] (32nd)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Ben-Hur
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Sam Zimbalist[image: External link]



	Anatomy of a Murder[image: External link]
	Columbia
	Otto Preminger[image: External link]



	The Diary of Anne Frank[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	George Stevens



	The Nun's Story[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Henry Blanke[image: External link]



	Room at the Top[image: External link]
	Remus Films
	John Woolf and James Woolf[image: External link]
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 1960s






	
1960[image: External link] (33rd)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The Apartment[image: External link]
	United Artists, The Mirisch Company
	Billy Wilder



	The Alamo[image: External link]
	United Artists, Batjac Productions
	John Wayne[image: External link]



	Elmer Gantry[image: External link]
	United Artists
	Bernard Smith[image: External link]



	Sons and Lovers[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Jerry Wald[image: External link]



	The Sundowners[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Fred Zinnemann






	
1961[image: External link] (34th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	West Side Story[image: External link]
	United Artists
	Robert Wise



	Fanny[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Joshua Logan



	The Guns of Navarone
	Columbia, High Road
	Carl Foreman[image: External link]



	The Hustler[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Robert Rossen



	Judgment at Nuremberg[image: External link]
	United Artists
	Stanley Kramer






	
1962[image: External link] [E] (35th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Lawrence of Arabia
	Columbia, Horizon Pictures
	Sam Spiegel[image: External link]



	The Longest Day[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Darryl F. Zanuck[image: External link]



	The Music Man[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Morton DaCosta[image: External link]



	Mutiny on the Bounty[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Aaron Rosenberg[image: External link]



	To Kill a Mockingbird[image: External link]
	Universal-International
	Alan J. Pakula[image: External link]






	
1963[image: External link] (36th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Tom Jones[image: External link]
	United Artists, Woodfall Films[image: External link]

	Tony Richardson



	America America[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Elia Kazan



	Cleopatra[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Walter Wanger[image: External link]



	How the West Was Won[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, Cinerama
	Bernard Smith[image: External link]



	Lilies of the Field[image: External link]
	United Artists
	Ralph Nelson[image: External link]






	
1964[image: External link] (37th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	My Fair Lady[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Jack L. Warner[image: External link]



	Becket
	Keep Films, Paramount Film Service
	Hal B. Wallis[image: External link]



	Dr. Strangelove or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb[image: External link]
	Columbia, Hawk Films
	Stanley Kubrick



	Mary Poppins[image: External link]
	Disney[image: External link]
	
Walt Disney[image: External link] and Bill Walsh[image: External link]




	Zorba the Greek[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Michael Cacoyannis[image: External link]






	
1965[image: External link] (38th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The Sound of Music[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Robert Wise



	Darling[image: External link]
	Vic Films, Appia Films
	Joseph Janni[image: External link]



	Doctor Zhivago
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Carlo Ponti[image: External link]



	Ship of Fools[image: External link]
	Columbia
	Stanley Kramer



	A Thousand Clowns[image: External link]
	United Artists
	Fred Coe[image: External link]






	
1966[image: External link] (39th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	A Man for All Seasons
	Columbia, Highland Films
	Fred Zinnemann



	Alfie[image: External link]
	Sheldrake Films
	Lewis Gilbert[image: External link]



	The Russians Are Coming, the Russians Are Coming[image: External link]
	United Artists
	Norman Jewison[image: External link]



	The Sand Pebbles[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Robert Wise



	Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Ernest Lehman[image: External link]






	
1967[image: External link] (40th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	In the Heat of the Night
	United Artists
	Walter Mirisch[image: External link]



	Bonnie and Clyde[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., Seven Arts
	Warren Beatty



	Doctor Dolittle[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Arthur P. Jacobs[image: External link]



	The Graduate[image: External link]
	Embassy
	Lawrence Turman[image: External link]



	Guess Who's Coming to Dinner[image: External link]
	Columbia
	Stanley Kramer






	
1968[image: External link] (41st)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Oliver![image: External link]
	Romulus Films, Warwick Film Productions
	John Woolf[image: External link]



	Funny Girl[image: External link]
	Columbia
	Ray Stark[image: External link]



	The Lion in Winter
	Embassy, Haworth Productions
	Martin Poll[image: External link]



	Rachel, Rachel[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Paul Newman[image: External link]



	Romeo and Juliet[image: External link]
	B.H.E. Productions, Verona Produzione, Dino De Laurentiis
	
Anthony Havelock-Allan[image: External link] and John Brabourne[image: External link]







	
1969[image: External link] (42nd)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Midnight Cowboy[image: External link]
	United Artists
	Jerome Hellman[image: External link]



	Anne of the Thousand Days
	Universal
	Hal B. Wallis[image: External link]



	Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	John Foreman[image: External link]



	Hello, Dolly![image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Ernest Lehman[image: External link]



	
Z[image: External link] [K]

	O.N.C.I.C., Cinema V
	
Jacques Perrin and Ahmed Rachedi[image: External link]
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 1970s






	
1970[image: External link] (43rd)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Patton[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Frank McCarthy[image: External link]



	Airport[image: External link]
	Universal
	Ross Hunter[image: External link]



	Five Easy Pieces[image: External link]
	Columbia
	
Bob Rafelson[image: External link] and Richard Wechsler



	Love Story
	Paramount
	Howard G. Minsky[image: External link]



	M*A*S*H[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Ingo Preminger[image: External link]






	
1971[image: External link] (44th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The French Connection
	20th Century Fox
	Philip D'Antoni[image: External link]



	A Clockwork Orange[image: External link]
	Warner, Hawk Films
	Stanley Kubrick



	Fiddler on the Roof[image: External link]
	United Artists
	Norman Jewison[image: External link]



	The Last Picture Show[image: External link]
	Columbia
	Stephen J. Friedman[image: External link]



	Nicholas and Alexandra[image: External link]
	Columbia
	Sam Spiegel[image: External link]






	
1972[image: External link] (45th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The Godfather
	Paramount
	Albert S. Ruddy[image: External link]



	Cabaret[image: External link]
	Allied Artists, ABC Pictures[image: External link]

	Cy Feuer[image: External link]



	Deliverance[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	John Boorman[image: External link]



	
The Emigrants[image: External link] [K]

	Svensk Filmindustri
	Bengt Forslund[image: External link]



	Sounder[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Robert B. Radnitz[image: External link]






	
1973[image: External link] (46th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The Sting[image: External link]
	Universal
	
Tony Bill[image: External link], Michael Phillips[image: External link], and Julia Phillips[image: External link]




	American Graffiti[image: External link]
	
Lucasfilm[image: External link], Universal, Coppola Co.
	
Francis Ford Coppola and Gary Kurtz[image: External link]




	
Cries and Whispers[image: External link] [K]

	Cinematograph, Svenska Filminstitutet
	Ingmar Bergman[image: External link]



	The Exorcist
	Warner Bros.
	William Peter Blatty



	A Touch of Class[image: External link]
	Avco Embassy, Gordon Film Productions
	Melvin Frank[image: External link]






	
1974[image: External link] (47th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	
The Godfather Part II[image: External link] [O]

	Paramount
	
Francis Ford Coppola, Gray Frederickson[image: External link], and Fred Roos[image: External link]




	Chinatown
	Paramount
	Robert Evans[image: External link]



	The Conversation[image: External link]
	Paramount, Coppola Co.
	Francis Ford Coppola



	Lenny[image: External link]
	United Artists
	Marvin Worth[image: External link]



	The Towering Inferno[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox, Warner Bros.
	Irwin Allen[image: External link]






	
1975[image: External link] (48th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest
	United Artists
	
Michael Douglas and Saul Zaentz[image: External link] [N]




	Barry Lyndon[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., Peregrine Productions, Hawk Films
	Stanley Kubrick



	Dog Day Afternoon[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Martin Bregman and Martin Elfand



	Jaws[image: External link]
	Universal
	
Richard D. Zanuck[image: External link] and David Brown[image: External link]




	Nashville[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Robert Altman






	
1976[image: External link] (49th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Rocky
	United Artists
	
Irwin Winkler[image: External link] and Robert Chartoff[image: External link]




	All the President's Men[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Walter Coblenz



	Bound for Glory[image: External link]
	United Artists
	Robert F. Blumofe and Harold Leventhal[image: External link]




	Network[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, United Artists
	Howard Gottfried



	Taxi Driver[image: External link]
	Columbia
	
Michael Phillips[image: External link] and Julia Phillips[image: External link]







	
1977[image: External link] (50th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Annie Hall[image: External link]
	United Artists
	Charles H. Joffe[image: External link]



	The Goodbye Girl[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, Warner Bros.
	Ray Stark[image: External link]



	Julia[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Richard Roth



	Star Wars[image: External link]
	Lucasfilm, 20th Century Fox
	Gary Kurtz[image: External link]



	The Turning Point
	20th Century Fox
	
Herbert Ross and Arthur Laurents[image: External link]







	
1978[image: External link] (51st)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The Deer Hunter[image: External link]
	Universal, EMI[image: External link]

	
Barry Spikings[image: External link], Michael Deeley[image: External link], Michael Cimino, and John Peverall



	Coming Home[image: External link]
	United Artists
	Jerome Hellman[image: External link]



	Heaven Can Wait[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Warren Beatty



	Midnight Express
	Columbia, Casablanca Filmworks
	
Alan Marshall[image: External link] and David Puttnam[image: External link]




	An Unmarried Woman[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox, Casablanca Filmworks
	
Paul Mazursky[image: External link] and Tony Ray






	
1979[image: External link] (52nd)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Kramer vs. Kramer
	Columbia
	Stanley R. Jaffe[image: External link]



	All That Jazz[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox, Columbia
	Robert Alan Aurthur[image: External link]



	Apocalypse Now[image: External link]
	Zoetrope[image: External link]
	
Francis Ford Coppola, Fred Roos[image: External link], Gray Frederickson, and Tom Sternberg



	Breaking Away[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Peter Yates[image: External link]



	Norma Rae[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	
Tamara Asseyev[image: External link] and Alex Rose
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 1980s






	
1980[image: External link] (53rd)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Ordinary People
	Paramount
	Ronald L. Schwary[image: External link]



	Coal Miner's Daughter[image: External link]
	Universal
	Bernard Schwartz



	The Elephant Man[image: External link]
	Paramount, Brooksfilms
	Jonathan Sanger[image: External link]



	Raging Bull[image: External link]
	United Artists
	
Irwin Winkler[image: External link] and Robert Chartoff[image: External link]




	Tess[image: External link]
	Renn Productions, Timothy Burrill Productions
	
Claude Berri[image: External link] and Timothy Burrill






	
1981[image: External link] (54th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Chariots of Fire[image: External link]
	Enigma Film Productions
	David Puttnam[image: External link]



	Atlantic City[image: External link]
	Cine-Neighbor, Selta Films
	Denis Héroux[image: External link]



	On Golden Pond
	
ITC[image: External link], Universal
	Bruce Gilbert[image: External link]



	Raiders of the Lost Ark[image: External link]
	Lucasfilm, Paramount
	Frank Marshall[image: External link]



	Reds[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Warren Beatty






	
1982[image: External link] (55th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Gandhi[image: External link]
	Columbia
	Richard Attenborough



	E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial
	Universal, Amblin Entertainment[image: External link]

	
Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and Kathleen Kennedy[image: External link] [M]




	Missing[image: External link]
	Universal
	Edward Lewis and Mildred Lewis



	Tootsie[image: External link]
	Columbia
	
Sydney Pollack[image: External link] and Dick Richards[image: External link]




	The Verdict[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	
Richard D. Zanuck[image: External link] and David Brown[image: External link]







	
1983[image: External link] (56th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Terms of Endearment
	Paramount
	James L. Brooks



	The Big Chill[image: External link]
	Columbia
	Michael Shamberg[image: External link]



	The Dresser[image: External link]
	Goldcrest, World Film Services
	Peter Yates[image: External link]



	The Right Stuff[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., The Ladd Company
	
Irwin Winkler[image: External link] and Robert Chartoff[image: External link]




	Tender Mercies[image: External link]
	Universal, EMI
	Philip S. Hobel






	
1984[image: External link] (57th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Amadeus
	Orion[image: External link]
	Saul Zaentz[image: External link]



	The Killing Fields[image: External link]
	Enigma Film Productions
	David Puttnam[image: External link]



	A Passage to India[image: External link]
	G.W. Films, Thorn EMI
	
John Brabourne[image: External link] and Richard B. Goodwin



	Places in the Heart[image: External link]
	Tri-Star[image: External link]
	Arlene Donovan



	A Soldier's Story[image: External link]
	Columbia
	
Norman Jewison[image: External link], Ronald L. Schwary[image: External link], and Patrick Palmer






	
1985[image: External link] (58th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Out of Africa
	Universal, Mirage Enterprises
	Sydney Pollack[image: External link]



	The Color Purple[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., Amblin Entertainment
	
Steven Spielberg[image: External link], Kathleen Kennedy[image: External link], Frank Marshall[image: External link], and Quincy Jones[image: External link]




	Kiss of the Spider Woman[image: External link]
	Island Alive, FilmDallas Pictures, HB Filmes
	David Weisman[image: External link]



	Prizzi's Honor[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox, ABC Motion Pictures
	John Foreman[image: External link]



	Witness[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Edward S. Feldman[image: External link]






	
1986[image: External link] (59th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Platoon
	Orion, Hemdale
	Arnold Kopelson[image: External link]



	Children of a Lesser God[image: External link]
	Paramount
	
Burt Sugarman[image: External link] and Patrick J. Palmer



	Hannah and Her Sisters[image: External link]
	Orion
	Robert Greenhut[image: External link]



	The Mission[image: External link]
	Enigma Film Productions, Goldcrest Films[image: External link], Kingsmere
	
Fernando Ghia[image: External link] and David Puttnam[image: External link]




	A Room with a View[image: External link]
	Merchant Ivory[image: External link]
	Ismail Merchant[image: External link]






	
1987[image: External link] (60th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	
The Last Emperor [O]

	Columbia, Hemdale, Recorded Picture Company, Yanco Films, TAO Films, AAA, Soprofilms
	Jeremy Thomas[image: External link]



	Broadcast News[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	James L. Brooks



	Fatal Attraction[image: External link]
	Paramount
	
Stanley R. Jaffe[image: External link] and Sherry Lansing[image: External link]




	Hope and Glory[image: External link]
	Columbia, Goldcrest films
	John Boorman[image: External link]



	Moonstruck[image: External link]
	Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
	Patrick J. Palmer and Norman Jewison[image: External link]







	
1988[image: External link] (61st)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Rain Man
	United Artists
	Mark Johnson[image: External link]



	The Accidental Tourist[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	
Lawrence Kasdan[image: External link], Charles Okun, and Michael Grillo



	Dangerous Liaisons[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., Lorimar, N.F.H. Productions
	
Norma Heyman[image: External link] and Hank Moonjean[image: External link]




	Mississippi Burning[image: External link]
	Orion
	
Frederick Zollo[image: External link] and Robert F. Colesberry[image: External link]




	Working Girl[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Douglas Wick[image: External link]






	
1989[image: External link] (62nd)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Driving Miss Daisy[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	
Richard D. Zanuck[image: External link] and Lili Fini Zanuck



	Born on the Fourth of July
	Universal
	
A. Kitman Ho[image: External link] and Oliver Stone




	Dead Poets Society[image: External link]
	Touchstone[image: External link]
	Steven Haft, Paul Junger Witt[image: External link], and Tony Thomas[image: External link]




	Field of Dreams[image: External link]
	Universal
	
Lawrence Gordon[image: External link] and Charles Gordon[image: External link]




	My Left Foot[image: External link]
	
Miramax, Ferndale Films, Granada Television International
	Noel Pearson[image: External link]
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 1990s






	
1990[image: External link] (63rd)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Dances with Wolves
	Orion, TIG Productions
	
Jim Wilson[image: External link] and Kevin Costner




	Awakenings[image: External link]
	Columbia
	
Walter F. Parkes[image: External link] and Lawrence Lasker[image: External link]




	Ghost[image: External link]
	Paramount
	Lisa Weinstein



	The Godfather Part III[image: External link]
	Paramount, American Zoetrope
	Francis Ford Coppola



	Goodfellas[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Irwin Winkler[image: External link]






	
1991[image: External link] (64th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The Silence of the Lambs[image: External link]
	Orion
	
Edward Saxon[image: External link], Kenneth Utt[image: External link], and Ron Bozman[image: External link]




	Beauty and the Beast[image: External link]
	Disney
	Don Hahn[image: External link]



	Bugsy
	TriStar, Mulholland Productions, Baltimore Pictures
	
Mark Johnson[image: External link], Barry Levinson, and Warren Beatty




	JFK[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., Regency Enterprises
	A. Kitman Ho and Oliver Stone




	The Prince of Tides[image: External link]
	Columbia
	
Barbra Streisand[image: External link] and Andrew S. Karsch






	
1992[image: External link] (65th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Unforgiven[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., Malpaso[image: External link]

	Clint Eastwood



	The Crying Game[image: External link]
	Palace Pictures[image: External link]
	Stephen Woolley[image: External link]



	A Few Good Men[image: External link]
	Columbia, Castle Rock Entertainment

	
David Brown[image: External link], Rob Reiner, and Andrew Scheinman[image: External link]




	Howards End[image: External link]
	
Sony Pictures Classics[image: External link], Merchant Ivory
	Ismail Merchant[image: External link]



	Scent of a Woman
	Universal
	Martin Brest[image: External link]






	
1993[image: External link] (66th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Schindler's List
	Universal, Amblin Entertainment
	
Steven Spielberg[image: External link], Gerald R. Molen[image: External link], and Branko Lustig[image: External link]




	The Fugitive[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.
	Arnold Kopelson[image: External link]



	In the Name of the Father[image: External link]
	Universal, Hell's Kitchen
	Jim Sheridan



	The Piano[image: External link]
	Miramax, Jan Chapman Productions
	Jan Chapman[image: External link]



	The Remains of the Day[image: External link]
	Columbia, Merchant Ivory
	
Mike Nichols, John Calley[image: External link], and Ismail Merchant[image: External link]







	
1994[image: External link] (67th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Forrest Gump
	Paramount
	
Wendy Finerman[image: External link], Steve Tisch[image: External link], and Steve Starkey[image: External link]




	Four Weddings and a Funeral[image: External link]
	
PolyGram[image: External link], Working Title[image: External link]

	Duncan Kenworthy[image: External link]



	Pulp Fiction[image: External link]
	Miramax
	Lawrence Bender[image: External link]



	Quiz Show[image: External link]
	Hollywood[image: External link]
	
Michael Jacobs[image: External link], Julian Krainin, Michael Nozik[image: External link], and Robert Redford




	The Shawshank Redemption[image: External link]
	Columbia, Castle Rock Entertainment
	Niki Marvin[image: External link]






	
1995[image: External link] (68th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Braveheart[image: External link]
	Paramount, 20th Century Fox, Icon[image: External link]

	
Mel Gibson, Alan Ladd Jr.[image: External link], and Bruce Davey[image: External link]




	Apollo 13
	Universal, Imagine Entertainment[image: External link]

	Brian Grazer[image: External link]



	Babe[image: External link]
	Universal, Kennedy Miller Productions[image: External link]

	
Bill Miller[image: External link], George Miller, and Doug Mitchell[image: External link]




	
Il Postino: The Postman[image: External link] [K]

	Miramax, Cecchi Gori Group Tiger Cinematografica, Esterno Mediterraneo Film, Blue Dahlia, Penta Film
	
Mario Cecchi Gori[image: External link], Vittorio Cecchi Gori[image: External link], and Gaetano Daniele[image: External link]




	Sense and Sensibility
	Columbia, Mirage
	Lindsay Doran[image: External link]






	
1996[image: External link] (69th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The English Patient
	Miramax, Tiger Moth Productions
	Saul Zaentz[image: External link]



	Fargo[image: External link]
	PolyGram
	Ethan Coen



	Jerry Maguire[image: External link]
	Tristar, Gracie Films[image: External link]

	
James L. Brooks, Laurence Mark[image: External link], Richard Sakai[image: External link], and Cameron Crowe[image: External link]




	Secrets & Lies[image: External link]
	
October[image: External link], Thin Man Films
	Simon Channing-Williams[image: External link]



	Shine[image: External link]
	
Fine Line Features[image: External link], Momentum Films
	Jane Scott[image: External link]






	
1997[image: External link] (70th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Titanic
	Paramount, 20th Century Fox, Lightstorm Entertainment[image: External link]

	
James Cameron and Jon Landau[image: External link]




	As Good as It Gets[image: External link]
	Tristar, Gracie Films
	
James L. Brooks, Bridget Johnson, Kristi Zea



	The Full Monty
	
Fox Searchlight[image: External link], Redwave Films
	Umberto Pasolini



	Good Will Hunting
	Miramax, A Band Apart
	Lawrence Bender[image: External link]



	L.A. Confidential[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., Regency Enterprises
	
Curtis Hanson, Arnon Milchan[image: External link], and Michael G. Nathanson






	
1998[image: External link] (71st)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Shakespeare in Love
	Miramax, Universal, Bedford Falls Company
	
David Parfitt[image: External link], Donna Gigliotti[image: External link], Harvey Weinstein, Edward Zwick[image: External link], and Marc Norman




	Elizabeth[image: External link]
	PolyGram, Working Title
	
Alison Owen[image: External link], Eric Fellner[image: External link], and Tim Bevan[image: External link]




	
Life Is Beautiful[image: External link] [K]

	Miramax, Melampo Cinematografica, Pacific Pictures
	
Elda Ferri[image: External link] and Gianluigi Braschi[image: External link]




	Saving Private Ryan
	
DreamWorks[image: External link], Paramount, Amblin Entertainment
	
Steven Spielberg[image: External link], Ian Bryce[image: External link], Mark Gordon[image: External link], and Gary Levinsohn[image: External link]




	The Thin Red Line[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox
	Robert Michael Geisler, John Roberdeau, and Grant Hill[image: External link]







	
1999[image: External link] (72nd)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	American Beauty
	DreamWorks, Jinks/Cohen Co.
	
Bruce Cohen[image: External link] and Dan Jinks[image: External link]




	The Cider House Rules[image: External link]
	Miramax, FilmColony
	Richard N. Gladstein[image: External link]



	The Green Mile[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., Castle Rock Entertainment
	
Frank Darabont and David Valdes[image: External link]




	The Insider[image: External link]
	Touchstone, Spyglass Entertainment[image: External link]

	
Pieter Jan Brugge[image: External link] and Michael Mann[image: External link]




	The Sixth Sense[image: External link]
	Hollywood, Spyglass Entertainment
	
Frank Marshall[image: External link], Kathleen Kennedy[image: External link], and Barry Mendel[image: External link]
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 2000s






	
2000[image: External link] (73rd)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Gladiator
	DreamWorks, Universal, Scott Free Productions
	
Douglas Wick[image: External link], David Franzoni[image: External link], and Branko Lustig[image: External link]




	Chocolat[image: External link]
	Miramax
	
David Brown[image: External link], Kit Golden, and Leslie Holleran



	
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon[image: External link] [K]

	Sony Pictures Classics
	
William Kong[image: External link], Hsu Li-kong[image: External link], and Ang Lee




	Erin Brockovich[image: External link]
	Universal, Columbia, Jersey Films
	
Danny DeVito[image: External link], Michael Shamberg[image: External link], and Stacey Sher[image: External link]




	Traffic
	Universal, USA[image: External link], Bedford Falls Company
	
Edward Zwick[image: External link], Marshall Herskovitz[image: External link], and Laura Bickford






	
2001[image: External link] (74th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	A Beautiful Mind
	DreamWorks, Universal, Imagine Entertainment
	
Brian Grazer[image: External link] and Ron Howard




	Gosford Park[image: External link]
	USA, Sandcastle 5 Productions, Zestwick
	
Robert Altman, Bob Balaban[image: External link], and David Levy



	In the Bedroom[image: External link]
	Miramax, Good Machine
	Graham Leader, Ross Katz[image: External link], and Todd Field[image: External link]




	The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring[image: External link]
	
New Line Cinema[image: External link], WingNut Films[image: External link]

	
Peter Jackson[image: External link], Fran Walsh[image: External link], and Barrie M. Osborne[image: External link]




	Moulin Rouge![image: External link]
	20th Century Fox, Bazmark
	Martin Brown, Baz Luhrmann, and Fred Baron[image: External link]







	
2002[image: External link] (75th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Chicago[image: External link]
	Miramax, Producer Circle Co., Storyline Entertainment
	Martin Richards[image: External link]



	Gangs of New York[image: External link]
	Miramax
	
Alberto Grimaldi[image: External link] and Harvey Weinstein




	The Hours
	Paramount, Miramax, Scott Rudin Productions
	
Scott Rudin[image: External link] and Robert Fox[image: External link]




	The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers[image: External link]
	New Line Cinema, WingNut Films
	
Barrie M. Osborne[image: External link], Fran Walsh[image: External link], and Peter Jackson[image: External link]




	The Pianist[image: External link]
	
Focus Features[image: External link], RP Productions, Heritage Films, Babelsberg Studios, Runteam
	
Roman Polanski, Robert Benmussa, and Alain Sarde[image: External link]







	
2003[image: External link] (76th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King
	New Line Cinema, WingNut Films
	
Barrie M. Osborne[image: External link], Peter Jackson[image: External link], and Fran Walsh[image: External link]




	Lost in Translation[image: External link]
	Focus Features, American Zoetrope
	
Ross Katz[image: External link] and Sofia Coppola




	Master and Commander: The Far Side of the World[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox, Miramax, Universal, Samuel Goldwyn Films
	
Samuel Goldwyn Jr.[image: External link], Peter Weir, and Duncan Henderson



	Mystic River[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.,Village Roadshow Pictures, Malpaso
	
Robert Lorenz[image: External link], Judie G. Hoyt, and Clint Eastwood




	Seabiscuit[image: External link]
	DreamWorks, Universal, Spyglass Entertainment, Kennedy/Marshall Productions
	
Kathleen Kennedy[image: External link], Frank Marshall[image: External link], and Gary Ross[image: External link]







	
2004[image: External link] (77th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Million Dollar Baby[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., Lakeshore Entertainment, Malpaso
	
Clint Eastwood, Albert S. Ruddy[image: External link], and Tom Rosenberg[image: External link]




	The Aviator
	Warner Bros., Miramax, Forward Pass, Appian Way
	
Michael Mann[image: External link] and Graham King[image: External link]




	Finding Neverland[image: External link]
	Miramax, Filmcolony
	
Richard N. Gladstein[image: External link] and Nellie Bellflower[image: External link]




	Ray[image: External link]
	Universal, Bristol Bay Productions, Anvil Films
	
Taylor Hackford[image: External link], Stuart Benjamin[image: External link], and Howard Baldwin[image: External link]




	Sideways[image: External link]
	Fox Searchlight
	Michael London[image: External link]






	
2005[image: External link] (78th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Crash[image: External link]
	
Lionsgate[image: External link], BlackFriar's Bridge, Harris Company, ApolloProScreen
	
Paul Haggis and Cathy Schulman[image: External link]




	Brokeback Mountain
	Focus Features, River Road Entertainment
	
Diana Ossana and James Schamus[image: External link]




	Capote[image: External link]
	Sony Pictures Classics, United Artists, A-Line Pictures, Cooper's Town Productions, Infinity Media
	
Caroline Baron[image: External link], William Vince[image: External link], and Michael Ohoven[image: External link]




	Good Night, and Good Luck[image: External link]
	
Warner Independent[image: External link], Section Eight Productions[image: External link], 2929 Entertainment[image: External link]

	Grant Heslov[image: External link]



	Munich[image: External link]
	DreamWorks, Universal, Amblin Entertainment, Kennedy/Marshall Productions
	
Steven Spielberg[image: External link], Kathleen Kennedy[image: External link], and Barry Mendel[image: External link]







	
2006[image: External link] (79th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The Departed[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., Plan B Pictures, Initial Entertainment Group, Vertigo Entertainment[image: External link]

	Graham King[image: External link]



	Babel
	
Paramount Vantage[image: External link], Anonymous Content, Zeta Film
	
Alejandro González Iñárritu, Steve Golin[image: External link], and Jon Kilik



	
Letters from Iwo Jima[image: External link] [K]

	DreamWorks, Warner Bros., Malpaso, Amblin Entertainment
	
Clint Eastwood, Steven Spielberg[image: External link], and Robert Lorenz[image: External link]




	Little Miss Sunshine[image: External link]
	Fox Searchlight, Big Beach, Deep River Productions
	
David T. Friendly[image: External link], Peter Saraf[image: External link], and Marc Turtletaub



	The Queen[image: External link]
	Miramax, Granada Productions
	
Andy Harries[image: External link], Christine Langan[image: External link], and Tracey Seaward[image: External link]







	
2007[image: External link] (80th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	No Country for Old Men[image: External link]
	Paramount Vantage, Miramax, Mike Zoss Productions
	
Scott Rudin[image: External link], Joel Coen, and Ethan Coen




	Atonement
	Focus Features, Working Title
	
Tim Bevan[image: External link], Eric Fellner[image: External link], and Paul Webster[image: External link]




	Juno[image: External link]
	Fox Searchlight, Mr. Mudd
	Lianne Halfon, Mason Novick[image: External link], and Russell Smith



	Michael Clayton[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., Castle Rock Entertainment, Section Eight Productions, Mirage Enterprises
	
Jennifer Fox[image: External link], Kerry Orent, and Sydney Pollack[image: External link]




	There Will Be Blood[image: External link]
	Paramount Vantage, Miramax
	
Paul Thomas Anderson[image: External link], Daniel Lupi[image: External link], and JoAnne Sellar[image: External link]







	
2008[image: External link] (81st)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	
Slumdog Millionaire [O]

	Fox Searchlight, Warner Bros., Celador, Film4[image: External link]

	Christian Colson[image: External link]



	The Curious Case of Benjamin Button[image: External link]
	Paramount, Warner Bros., Kennedy/Marshall Productions
	
Kathleen Kennedy[image: External link], Frank Marshall[image: External link], and Ceán Chaffin[image: External link]




	Frost/Nixon[image: External link]
	Universal, Imagine Entertainment, Working Title
	
Ron Howard, Brian Grazer[image: External link], and Eric Fellner[image: External link]




	Milk[image: External link]
	Focus Features, Jinks/Cohen Co., Groundswell
	
Bruce Cohen[image: External link] and Dan Jinks[image: External link]




	The Reader[image: External link]
	
The Weinstein Co.[image: External link], Mirage, Neunte Babelsberg Film
	
Anthony Minghella, Sydney Pollack[image: External link], Donna Gigliotti[image: External link], and Redmond Morris[image: External link]







	
2009[image: External link] (82nd)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The Hurt Locker[image: External link]
	
Summit Entertainment[image: External link], Voltage Pictures[image: External link], First Light Productions, Kingsgate Films
	
Kathryn Bigelow, Mark Boal, Nicolas Chartier[image: External link], and Greg Shapiro



	Avatar
	20th Century Fox, Lightstorm Entertainment, Dune Entertainment[image: External link], Ingenious Media[image: External link]

	
James Cameron and Jon Landau[image: External link]




	The Blind Side[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., Alcon Entertainment[image: External link]

	Gil Netter, Andrew A. Kosove[image: External link], and Broderick Johnson[image: External link]




	District 9[image: External link]
	Tristar, WingNut Films
	
Peter Jackson[image: External link] and Carolynne Cunningham[image: External link]




	An Education[image: External link]
	Sony Pictures Classics, Finola Dwyer Productions, Wildgaze Films
	
Finola Dwyer[image: External link] and Amanda Posey[image: External link]




	Inglourious Basterds[image: External link]
	The Weinstein Co., Universal, Band Apart, Zehnte Babelsberg Film
	Lawrence Bender[image: External link]



	Precious: Based on the Novel "Push" by Sapphire[image: External link]
	Lionsgate, Lee Daniels Entertainment, Smokewood Entertainment
	
Lee Daniels[image: External link], Sarah Siegel-Magness, and Gary Magness[image: External link]




	A Serious Man[image: External link]
	Focus Features, Working Title, Mike Zoss Productions
	Joel Coen and Ethan Coen



	Up[image: External link]
	Disney, Pixar[image: External link]

	Jonas Rivera[image: External link]



	Up in the Air[image: External link]
	Paramount, The Montecito Picture Company
	
Daniel Dubiecki[image: External link], Ivan Reitman[image: External link], and Jason Reitman
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 2010s






	
2010[image: External link] (83rd)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The King's Speech[image: External link]
	The Weinstein Co., Momentum Pictures[image: External link], UK Film Council[image: External link], See-Saw Films[image: External link], Bedlam Productions[image: External link]

	
Iain Canning[image: External link], Emile Sherman[image: External link], and Gareth Unwin[image: External link]




	127 Hours[image: External link]
	Fox Searchlight, Pathé[image: External link], Dune Entertainment, Everest Entertainment
	
Danny Boyle, John Smithson[image: External link], and Christian Colson[image: External link]




	Black Swan[image: External link]
	Fox Searchlight, Dune Entertainment, Cross Creek Pictures, Phoenix Pictures[image: External link]

	Scott Franklin, Mike Medavoy[image: External link], and Brian Oliver[image: External link]




	The Fighter[image: External link]
	Paramount, The Weinstein Co., Mandeville Films
	
David Hoberman[image: External link], Todd Lieberman[image: External link], and Mark Wahlberg[image: External link]




	Inception[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., Legendary Pictures[image: External link], Syncopy[image: External link]

	
Christopher Nolan and Emma Thomas[image: External link]




	The Kids Are All Right[image: External link]
	Focus Features, Gilbert Films
	
Gary Gilbert[image: External link], Jeffrey Levy-Hinte[image: External link], and Celine Rattray



	The Social Network
	Columbia, Scott Rudin Productions, Trigger Street Productions[image: External link]

	
Dana Brunetti[image: External link], Ceán Chaffin[image: External link], Michael De Luca[image: External link], and Scott Rudin[image: External link]




	Toy Story 3[image: External link]
	Disney, Pixar
	Darla K. Anderson[image: External link]



	True Grit[image: External link]
	Paramount, Skydance Media[image: External link], Mike Zoss Productions
	
Joel Coen, Ethan Coen, and Scott Rudin[image: External link]




	Winter's Bone[image: External link]
	
Roadside Attractions[image: External link], Anonymous Content[image: External link], Winter's Bone Productions
	Alix Madigan and Anne Rosellini[image: External link]














	
2011[image: External link] (84th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	The Artist[image: External link]
	The Weinstein Co., La Petite Reine, ARP Sélection, Studio 37, La Classe Américaine, France 3 Cinema[image: External link], U Film[image: External link], Jouror Productions, JD Prod, Wild Bunch[image: External link]

	Thomas Langmann[image: External link]



	The Descendants
	Fox Searchlight
	
Jim Burke[image: External link], Alexander Payne, and Jim Taylor




	Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., Scott Rudin Productions
	Scott Rudin[image: External link]



	The Help
	DreamWorks, Touchstone, Participant Media[image: External link], Imageation Abu Dahbi
	
Brunson Green[image: External link], Chris Columbus[image: External link], and Michael Barnathan[image: External link]




	Hugo[image: External link]
	Paramount, GK Films[image: External link], Infinitum Nihil[image: External link]

	
Graham King[image: External link] and Martin Scorsese




	Midnight in Paris[image: External link]
	Sony Pictures Classics, Gravier, Mediapro, Pontchartrain, Versatil
	
Letty Aronson[image: External link] and Stephen Tenenbaum[image: External link]




	Moneyball[image: External link]
	Columbia, Scott Rudin Productions, Michael De Luca Productions
	
Michael De Luca[image: External link], Rachael Horovitz[image: External link], and Brad Pitt




	The Tree of Life[image: External link]
	Fox Searchlight, River Road Entertainment
	
Sarah Green[image: External link], Bill Pohlad[image: External link], Dede Gardner[image: External link], and Grant Hill[image: External link]




	War Horse[image: External link]
	DreamWorks, Touchstone, Amblin Entertainment, Kennedy/Marshall Company[image: External link]

	
Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and Kathleen Kennedy[image: External link]







	
2012[image: External link] (85th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Argo
	Warner Bros., GK Films, Smoke House Pictures[image: External link]

	
Grant Heslov[image: External link], Ben Affleck, and George Clooney




	
Amour[image: External link] [K]

	Sony Pictures Classics, Les Films du Losange, X Filme Creative Pool, Wega Film Production
	
Margaret Menegoz[image: External link], Stefan Arndt[image: External link], Veit Heiduschka[image: External link], and Michael Katz[image: External link]




	Beasts of the Southern Wild[image: External link]
	Fox Searchlight, Cinereach[image: External link]

	Dan Janvey, Josh Penn, and Michael Gottwald



	Django Unchained[image: External link]
	The Weinstein Co., Columbia, Band Apart
	
Stacey Sher[image: External link], Reginald Hudlin[image: External link], and Pilar Savone[image: External link]




	Les Misérables[image: External link]
	Universal, Working Title, Cameron Mackintosh Limited[image: External link]

	
Tim Bevan[image: External link], Eric Fellner[image: External link], Debra Hayward[image: External link], and Cameron Mackintosh[image: External link]




	Life of Pi[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox, Dune Entertainment, Ingenious Media, Haishang Films
	Gil Netter, Ang Lee, and David Womark[image: External link]




	Lincoln[image: External link]
	DreamWorks, Touchstone, 20th Century Fox, Amblin Entertainment, Participant, Kennedy/Marshall Company
	
Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and Kathleen Kennedy[image: External link]




	Silver Linings Playbook[image: External link]
	The Weinstein Co.
	
Donna Gigliotti[image: External link], Bruce Cohen[image: External link], and Jonathan Gordon[image: External link]




	Zero Dark Thirty[image: External link]
	Columbia, Annapurna Pictures[image: External link]

	
Mark Boal, Kathryn Bigelow, and Megan Ellison[image: External link]







	
2013[image: External link] (86th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	12 Years a Slave
	Fox Searchlight, Regency Enterprises[image: External link], River Road Entertainment, Plan B Entertainment[image: External link], New Regency, Film4 Productions[image: External link]

	
Brad Pitt, Dede Gardner[image: External link], Jeremy Kleiner[image: External link], Steve McQueen[image: External link], and Anthony Katagas[image: External link]




	American Hustle
	Columbia, Atlas Entertainment[image: External link], Annapurna Pictures
	
Charles Roven[image: External link], Richard Suckle[image: External link], Megan Ellison[image: External link], and Jonathan Gordon[image: External link]




	Captain Phillips[image: External link]
	Columbia, Michael De Luca Productions, Scott Rudin Productions, Trigger Street
	
Scott Rudin[image: External link], Dana Brunetti[image: External link], and Michael De Luca[image: External link]




	Dallas Buyers Club[image: External link]
	Focus Features, Truth Entertainment, Voltage Pictures
	
Robbie Brenner[image: External link] and Rachel Winter[image: External link]




	Gravity[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., Esperanto Filmoj[image: External link], Heyday Films[image: External link]

	
Alfonso Cuarón and David Heyman[image: External link]




	Her[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., Entertainment Film Distributors, Annapurna Pictures
	
Megan Ellison[image: External link], Spike Jonze, and Vincent Landay[image: External link]




	Nebraska[image: External link]
	Paramount Vantage, Echo Lake Entertainment, FilmNation Entertainment[image: External link]

	
Albert Berger[image: External link] and Ron Yerxa[image: External link]




	Philomena[image: External link]
	The Weinstein Co., Pathé, BBC Films[image: External link], British Film Institute, Canal+[image: External link], Cine+[image: External link], Baby Cow Productions[image: External link], Magnolia Mae Films
	
Gabrielle Tana[image: External link], Steve Coogan[image: External link], and Tracey Seaward[image: External link]




	The Wolf of Wall Street[image: External link]
	Paramount, Red Granite Pictures[image: External link], Appian Way Productions[image: External link], Sikelia Productions, Emjag Productions
	
Martin Scorsese, Leonardo DiCaprio[image: External link], Joey McFarland[image: External link], and Emma Tillinger Koskoff[image: External link]







	
2014[image: External link] (87th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Birdman or (The Unexpected Virtue of Ignorance)
	Fox Searchlight, Regency Enterprises, Worldview Entertainment[image: External link]

	
Alejandro G. Iñárritu, John Lesher[image: External link], and James W. Skotchdopole[image: External link]




	American Sniper[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., Village Roadshow Pictures[image: External link], Mad Chance Productions, 22nd and Indiana Pictures, Malpaso
	
Clint Eastwood, Andrew Lazar[image: External link], Robert Lorenz[image: External link], Bradley Cooper, and Peter Morgan[image: External link]




	Boyhood
	
IFC[image: External link], Detour Filmproduction
	
Richard Linklater and Cathleen Sutherland[image: External link]




	The Grand Budapest Hotel[image: External link]
	Fox Searchlight, American Empirical Pictures, Indian Paintbrush[image: External link], Babelsberg Studio[image: External link]

	
Wes Anderson[image: External link], Scott Rudin[image: External link], Steven M. Rales[image: External link], and Jeremy Dawson[image: External link]




	The Imitation Game[image: External link]
	The Weinstein Co., Black Bear Pictures, Bristol Automotive
	
Nora Grossman[image: External link], Ido Ostrowsky[image: External link], and Teddy Schwarzman[image: External link]




	Selma[image: External link]
	Paramount, Pathé, Cloud Eight Films, Plan B Entertainment, Harpo Films[image: External link]

	
Christian Colson[image: External link], Oprah Winfrey[image: External link], Dede Gardner[image: External link], and Jeremy Kleiner[image: External link]




	The Theory of Everything[image: External link]
	Focus Features, Working Title
	
Tim Bevan[image: External link], Eric Fellner[image: External link], Lisa Bruce[image: External link], and Anthony McCarten[image: External link]




	Whiplash[image: External link]
	Sony Pictures Classics, Bold Films[image: External link], Blumhouse Productions[image: External link], Right of Way Films
	
Jason Blum[image: External link], Helen Estabrook[image: External link], and David Lancaster[image: External link]







	
2015[image: External link] (88th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	Spotlight
	
Open Road[image: External link], Anonymous Content[image: External link], First Look Media[image: External link], Participant Media[image: External link], Rocklin/Faust
	
Blye Pagon Faust[image: External link], Steve Golin[image: External link], Nicole Rocklin[image: External link], and Michael Sugar[image: External link]




	The Big Short[image: External link]
	Paramount, Regency Enterprises, Plan B Entertainment
	
Dede Gardner[image: External link], Jeremy Kleiner[image: External link], and Brad Pitt




	Bridge of Spies[image: External link]
	DreamWorks, Touchstone, 20th Century Fox, TSG Entertainment[image: External link], Amblin Entertainment, Participant Media[image: External link], Afterworks Limited, Studio Babelsberg, Marc Platt Productions
	
Steven Spielberg[image: External link], Marc Platt[image: External link], and Kristie Macosko Krieger[image: External link]




	Brooklyn[image: External link]
	Fox Searchlight, BFI[image: External link], BBC Films[image: External link], Wildgaze Films, Irish Film Board[image: External link], Parallel Film Productions, Item 7
	
Finola Dwyer[image: External link] and Amanda Posey[image: External link]




	Mad Max: Fury Road[image: External link]
	Warner Bros., Village Roadshow Pictures, Kennedy Miller Mitchell[image: External link], RatPac-Dune Entertainment[image: External link]

	
Doug Mitchell[image: External link] and George Miller




	The Martian[image: External link]
	20th Century Fox, TSG Entertainment, Scott Free Productions, Kinberg Genre[image: External link]

	
Simon Kinberg[image: External link], Ridley Scott[image: External link], Michael Schaefer[image: External link], and Mark Huffam[image: External link]




	The Revenant
	20th Century Fox, Anonymous Content, Appian Way Productions, M Productions, New Regency Pictures[image: External link], RatPac Entertainment
	
Arnon Milchan[image: External link], Steve Golin[image: External link], Alejandro G. Iñárritu, Mary Parent[image: External link], and Keith Redmon[image: External link]




	Room[image: External link]
	
A24[image: External link], TG4 Films[image: External link], Nope Films, Mauvais Plan, Inc., CampTrace Entertainment, Lester Productions
	Ed Guiney[image: External link]






	
2016[image: External link] (89th)[image: External link]




	Film
	Production company(s)
	Producer(s)



	
Moonlight[24][25]

	A24, Plan B Entertainment, Pastel Productions
	
Adele Romanski[image: External link], Dede Gardner[image: External link], and Jeremy Kleiner[image: External link]




	Arrival[image: External link]
	Paramount, Lava Bear Films[image: External link], 21 Laps Entertainment[image: External link], FilmNation Entertainment[image: External link]

	
Shawn Levy[image: External link], Dan Levine[image: External link], Aaron Ryder[image: External link], and David Linde[image: External link]




	Fences[image: External link]
	Paramount, Bron Studios[image: External link], Macro Media, Scott Rudin Productions
	
Scott Rudin[image: External link], Denzel Washington[image: External link], and Todd Black[image: External link]




	Hacksaw Ridge[image: External link]
	Summit Entertainment, Pandemonium Films, Permut Productions, Vendian Entertainment
	
Bill Mechanic[image: External link] and David Permut[image: External link]




	Hell or High Water[image: External link]
	
CBS[image: External link], Lionsgate, Sidney Kimmel Entertainment[image: External link], OddLot Entertainment[image: External link], Film 44, LBI Entertainment
	
Carla Hacken[image: External link] and Julie Yorn[image: External link]




	Hidden Figures
	20th Century Fox, TSG Entertainment, Chernin Entertainment[image: External link], Levantine Films
	
Donna Gigliotti[image: External link], Peter Chernin[image: External link], Jenno Topping[image: External link], Pharrell Williams[image: External link], and Theodore Melfi[image: External link]




	La La Land[image: External link]
	Summit Entertainment, Black Label Media[image: External link], TIK Films Limited, Impostor Pictures, Gilbert Films[image: External link], Marc Platt Productions[image: External link]

	
Fred Berger[image: External link], Jordan Horowitz[image: External link], and Marc Platt[image: External link]




	Lion[image: External link]
	The Weinstein Co., Transmission Films, Entertainment Film Distributors[image: External link]

	
Emile Sherman[image: External link], Iain Canning[image: External link], and Angie Fielder[image: External link]




	Manchester by the Sea[image: External link]
	
Amazon[image: External link], Roadside Attractions, K Period Media, B Story, CMP, Pearl Street Films

	
Matt Damon, Kimberly Steward[image: External link], Chris Moore, Lauren Beck[image: External link], and Kevin J. Walsh[image: External link]





Notes



	A : The official name of the award from 1927/28 to 1928/29 was Outstanding Picture.

	B : The official name of the award from 1929/30 to 1940 was Outstanding Production.

	C : The official name of the award from 1941 to 1943 was Outstanding Motion Picture.

	D : The official name of the award from 1944 to 1961 was Best Motion Picture.

	E : The official name of the award since 1962 has been Best Picture.

	F : There were two categories that were seen as equally the top award at the time: "Outstanding Picture" and Unique and Artistic Production[image: External link] where the winner for the latter was Sunrise[image: External link] (production company: Fox; producer: William Fox[image: External link]). This category was dropped immediately after the first year of the Academy Award and the former category was retroactively seen as the top award.[26]


	G1 2 3 4 5 : Head of studio

	H1 2 3 : The Academy also announced that A Farewell to Arms came in second, and Little Women third.

	I1 2 3 : The Academy also announced that The Barretts of Wimpole Street came in second, and The House of Rothschild third.

	J1 2 3 : The Academy also announced that The Informer came in second, and Captain Blood third.

	K1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 : Nominated motion picture with non-English dialogue track (AMPAS: foreign language film).[27] Four of which – Z; Life is Beautiful; Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon; and Amour – won the Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link].[28]


	L : Production company with the most nominations (38) and the most awards (5). Applying only from 1927/1928 to 1950.[29]


	M : Person with the most nominations (8 nominations, 0 awards). Applying only from 1951 to 2012.[29]


	N : Person with the most awards (3 awards, Spiegel 4 nominations, Zaentz 3 nominations). Applying only from 1951 to 2008.[29]


	O1 2 3 : Winner with partly non-English dialogue track (AMPAS: foreign language).[14]
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	BAFTA Award for Best Film

	Independent Spirit Award for Best Film[image: External link]

	Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Picture[image: External link]
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	Producers Guild of America Award for Best Theatrical Motion Picture
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Gone Girl (film)






Gone Girl is a 2014 American psychological thriller[image: External link] film directed by David Fincher and written by Gillian Flynn, based on her 2012 novel of the same name[image: External link]. The film stars Ben Affleck, Rosamund Pike[image: External link], Neil Patrick Harris[image: External link] and Tyler Perry[image: External link]. Set in Southwest Missouri, the story begins as a mystery that follows the events surrounding Nick Dunne (Affleck), who becomes the primary suspect in the sudden disappearance of his wife, Amy (Pike).

The film had its world premiere[image: External link] on opening night of the 52nd New York Film Festival[image: External link] on September 26, 2014, before a nationwide theatrical release[image: External link] on October 3. It was received well critically and was a commercial success, grossing $369 million, making it the highest-grossing film by Fincher. Rosamund Pike's performance was particularly praised, and she received nominations for an Academy Award[image: External link], BAFTA Award[image: External link], Golden Globe Award[image: External link] and Screen Actors Guild Award[image: External link] for Best Actress. Further nominations included a Golden Globe Award for Best Director for Fincher and Golden Globe Award, BAFTA Award[image: External link] and Critics' Choice Award[image: External link] nominations for Flynn's adapted screenplay, receiving the award for the latter.[4]



TOP
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 Plot




The day of his fifth wedding anniversary, writing teacher Nick Dunne returns home to find that his wife Amy is missing. Her disappearance receives heavy press coverage, as Amy was the inspiration for her parents' popular Amazing Amy children's books. Detective Rhonda Boney does a walkthrough of their house and finds poorly concealed evidence of a struggle. The police conduct a forensic[image: External link] analysis and uncover the remnants of cleaned blood stains, leading to the conclusion that Amy was murdered. Suspicions arise that Nick is responsible, and his apathetic behavior is interpreted by the media as characteristic of a sociopath[image: External link].

Flashbacks reveal that Nick and Amy's marriage had disintegrated; both lost their jobs in the recession[image: External link] and moved from New York City to Nick's hometown of North Carthage, Missouri. Nick became lazy and distant, and began cheating on Amy with one of his students. Boney unearths evidence of financial troubles and domestic disputes, and a witness states that Amy wanted to purchase a gun. She also finds a medical report indicating that Amy is pregnant, of which Nick denies knowledge, and a diary supposedly written by Amy highlighting her growing isolation, ominously ending with the fear that Nick will kill her.

Amy is revealed to be alive and well, having changed her appearance and gone into hiding in a distant campground. Upon learning that Nick was cheating on her, she resolved to punish him by framing him for her murder. Amy plans the framing in great detail: she befriends a pregnant neighbor to steal her urine for the pregnancy test, drains her own blood to leave traces of evidence of murder and fabricates a diary describing her fear of Nick. By using the clues in a "treasure hunt" game she and Nick play on their anniversary, she ensures he visits places where she has planted the corroborating evidence of Nick's guilt for the police to discover. She anticipates Nick will be convicted and executed for her murder, and contemplates committing suicide after his conviction.

Nick hires Tanner Bolt, a lawyer who specializes in defending men accused of killing their wives. Nick meets Amy's ex-boyfriend Tommy O'Hara, who says Amy falsely accused him of rape, and gradually deduces Amy's plan. He also approaches another ex-boyfriend, the wealthy Desi Collings, against whom Amy previously filed a restraining order, but Desi refuses to share any details. When Amy's neighbors at the campground rob her of her remaining money, she calls Desi and convinces him that she ran away from Nick because he was abusing her. He agrees to hide her in his lake house, which is equipped with surveillance cameras.

Nick convinces his sister, Margo, of his innocence. After Nick's mistress reveals their affair at a press conference, Nick appears on a talk show to profess his innocence and apologize for his failures as a husband in the hope of luring Amy. His performance rekindles Amy's feelings for him, even as Boney arrests him for Amy's murder. Amy inflicts injuries on herself and uses Desi's surveillance cameras to her advantage, making it appear that Desi kidnapped and sexually assaulted[image: External link] her. She seduces Desi and kills him during sex by slitting his throat. Covered in Desi's blood, she returns home and names him as her captor and rapist, clearing Nick of suspicion.

When Boney questions Amy about the holes in her story, Amy accuses her of incompetence. The FBI[image: External link] sides with Amy, forcing Boney to back down. Amy tells Nick the truth, saying that the man she watched pleading for her return on TV is the man she wants him to become again. Nick shares this with Boney, Bolt, and Margo, but they have no way to prove Amy's guilt.

Nick intends to leave Amy and expose her lies, but Amy reveals she is pregnant, having artificially inseminated[image: External link] herself with Nick's sperm stored at a fertility clinic. He doubts the child is his and says he will take a paternity test. He then reacts violently to Amy's insistence that they remain married, but feels responsible for the child. Despite Margo's objections, Nick reluctantly decides to stay with Amy. The "happy" couple announces on television that they are expecting a child.
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 Cast






	
Ben Affleck as Nick Dunne, a teacher[5]


	
Rosamund Pike[image: External link] as Amy Elliott Dunne, Nick's missing wife

	
Neil Patrick Harris[image: External link] as Desi Collings, Amy's wealthy ex-boyfriend

	
Tyler Perry[image: External link] as Tanner Bolt, Nick's attorney

	
Carrie Coon[image: External link] as Margo "Go" Dunne, Nick's twin sister[5]


	
Kim Dickens[image: External link] as Detective Rhonda Boney, the lead investigator on Amy's disappearance

	
Patrick Fugit[image: External link] as Officer James Gilpin, Boney's partner

	
Missi Pyle[image: External link] as Ellen Abbott, a cable TV host based on Nancy Grace[image: External link][6]


	
Emily Ratajkowski[image: External link] as Andie Fitzgerald, Nick's mistress and student

	
Casey Wilson[image: External link] as Noelle Hawthorne, Nick and Amy's neighbor

	
Lola Kirke[image: External link] as Greta, a young woman Amy meets at a motel

	
Boyd Holbrook[image: External link] as Jeff, a flirtatious man Amy meets at a motel

	
Lisa Banes[image: External link] as Marybeth Elliott, Amy's mother

	
Sela Ward[image: External link] as Sharon Schieber, a network TV host

	
Scoot McNairy as Tommy O'Hara, a former boyfriend of Amy's

	
Scott Takeda[image: External link] as TV Producer

	
David Clennon[image: External link] as Rand Elliott, Amy's father

	
Kathleen Rose Perkins[image: External link] as Shawna Kelly
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 Production
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 Development




Gone Girl is a film adaptation[image: External link] of Flynn's 2012 novel of the same name[image: External link]. One of the film's executive producers, Leslie Dixon[image: External link], read the manuscript of the novel in 2011 and brought it to the attention of Reese Witherspoon[image: External link] (who was originally slated to play Amy) in December of that year. Witherspoon and Dixon then collaborated with Bruna Papandrea to further develop the manuscript—with Flynn's film agent, Shari Smiley, they met with film studios in early 2012.[7]

Following the release of the novel in June 2012, the 20th Century Fox studio optioned[image: External link] the book in a deal with Flynn, in which the author negotiated that she would be responsible for the first draft of the screenplay. By around October 2012, Flynn was engaged in the production of the first draft while she was also involved in the promotional tour for her novel. A first-time screenwriter at the time, Flynn later admitted: "I certainly felt at sea a lot of times, kind of finding my way through."[8]

Flynn submitted her first draft screenplay to the Fox studio in December 2012, before Fincher was selected as the director for the project.[9] Fincher had already expressed interest in the project, and after he completed Flynn's first draft, a meeting was scheduled between the director and author within days. Typically, authors are removed from film adaptations following the first draft and an experienced screenwriter takes over; but, on this occasion, Fincher agreed to work with Flynn for the entire project. Flynn later explained: "... he [Fincher] responded to the first draft and we have kind of similar sensibilities. We liked the same things about the book, and we wanted the same thing out of the movie."[10]

As further preparation, Flynn studied screenplay books and also met with Steve Kloves[image: External link], who wrote the screenplays for the Harry Potter series.[10] Fincher also provided guidance and advised the author: "We don't have the ability to gift the audience with the characters' thoughts, so tell me how they're behaving."[11] During the production of the final screenplay, Fincher and Flynn engaged in an intensive back-and-forth working relationship: Flynn sent Fincher "big swaths" of writing, which he then reviewed, and Fincher would then discuss the swaths with Flynn by telephone. Eventually, some scenes were rewritten "a dozen times", while other scenes were unaltered.[8]

Following the release of the film, Flynn spoke of an overwhelming adaptation process, in which she tackled a 500-page book with an intricate plot; she explained that her experience working for a magazine meant that she "wasn't ever precious about cutting." As a consequence of the distillation process, most of the parental storylines were lost, so the mother of the character of Desi Collings does not appear in the film, and it was not possible to include flashbacks of Nick Dunne's dead mother.[12]

In terms of the film's ending, Flynn revealed that she experimented with a "lot of iterations". One of the aspects that she was certain of was the presence of the media, which she described as the "third player", alongside Nick and Amy. In Flynn's words: "Once we got to the ending, I wanted it to wrap up quickly. I didn't want 8 million more loop-de-loops… I had no problem tossing stuff out and trying to figure out the best way to get there."[10]

Flynn enjoyed the experience of making the film, and she expressed appreciation for Fincher's involvement, as he "really liked the book and didn't want to turn it into something other than what it already was", and he also reassured her, even when she second-guessed herself.[9] Fincher described Flynn's screenwriting work as "very smart", "crafty", and "extremely articulate".[8][11]
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 Filming




On September 11, 2013, the Gone Girl film crew began filming establishing shots[image: External link].[13] Principal photography[image: External link] began on September 15 in Cape Girardeau, Missouri[image: External link], U.S., and was scheduled to last about five weeks.[14][15] Some scenes were also filmed in Los Angeles, U.S.[15]

According to producer Ceán Chaffin, Fincher took, on average, as many as 50 takes for each scene,[16] while Flynn has said that, although Fincher is a visual director, he is meticulous about veracity[image: External link]—Fincher changed a scene in which Amy collects her own blood, as he thought it was unbelievable.[12]

Fincher later called Affleck "extremely bright" in regard to the manner in which he drew on his own experience with the media for the character of Nick Dunne. Fincher explained that Affleck "has a great sense of humor and great wit about what this situation is and how frustrating it is". Fincher described the behavior of the media in the film as "tragedy vampirism", but clarified that "The New York Times and NPR are not in the flowerbeds of the Dunne house".[11]

As with Fincher's previous films, The Social Network and The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo[image: External link], Gone Girl made history with its start-to-finish 6K workflow.
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 Music




Main article: Gone Girl (soundtrack)[image: External link]


On January 21, 2014, Trent Reznor[image: External link] announced that he and Atticus Ross[image: External link] would provide the score[image: External link],[17] marking their third collaboration with Fincher, following The Social Network and The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo[image: External link]. Fincher was inspired by music he heard while at an appointment with a chiropractor and tasked Reznor with creating the musical equivalent of an insincere facade. Reznor explained Fincher's request in an interview:


David [Fincher] was at the chiropractor and heard this music that was inauthentically trying to make him feel OK, and that became a perfect metaphor for this film … The challenge was, simply, what is the musical equivalent of the same sort of façade of comfort and a feeling of insincerity that that music represented? [My primary aim was] to instill doubt [and] remind you that things aren't always what they seem to be.[18]



The overall score is a combination of soothing sounds with staccato electronic noises, resulting in an unnerving, anxiety invoking quality.[19] NPR writer Andy Beta concludes: "Reznor and Ross relish being at their most beauteous, knowing that it'll make the brutal moments of Gone Girl all the more harrowing."[20]

Richard Butler[image: External link] of The Psychedelic Furs[image: External link] sang a cover version[image: External link] of the song " She[image: External link]", which was used in the film's teaser trailer[image: External link].[21][22] The soundtrack album was released on the Columbia label on September 30, 2014.[20]

The soundtrack was nominated for the 2015 Grammy Award for Best Compilation Soundtrack for Visual Media[image: External link],[23] and also for the 2014 Golden Globe Award for Best Original Score[image: External link].[24]
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 Release




Gone Girl opened the 52nd New York Film Festival[image: External link], receiving high-profile press coverage and early positive reviews. It saw a nationwide release in North America in 3,014 theatres on October 3, 2014. Coinciding with the North America release, Gone Girl released at 5,270 screens in 39 international markets like United Kingdom, Germany, on its opening weekend.[25]
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 Box office




Gone Girl grossed $167.8 million in the U.S. and Canada and $200.3 million in other territories for a worldwide total of $368 million, against a budget of $61 million.[3] Calculating in all expenses, Deadline.com estimated that the film made a profit of $129.99 million.[26]

The film was released on October 3, 2014 in North America in 3,014 theaters and earned $13.1 million on its opening day[27][28] (including the $1.3 million it earned from Thursday late-night showings).[29][30] It finished in first place at the North American box office earning $37.5 million after a neck-and-neck competition with Warner Bros./New Line Cinema[image: External link]'s horror film Annabelle[image: External link] which earned $37.1 million. The film is the biggest debut of Fincher's career, (breaking Panic Room[image: External link]'s opening). It is also the third biggest opening weekend for Affleck, (behind Pearl Harbor which opened with $59.1 million and Daredevil which opened with $40.3 million) and Rosamund Pike's second biggest opening (behind Die Another Day[image: External link] which opened with $47 million). The film is the tenth biggest October debut overall. The film played 60% female and 75% over-25 years old.[31] The film topped the box office for two consecutive weekends despite facing competition with Dracula Untold[image: External link] in its second weekend[32] before being overtaken by Fury[image: External link] in its third weekend.[33]

Outside North America, it earned $24.6 million from 5,270 screens in 39 international markets on its opening weekend, higher than expected.[25] High openings were witnessed in the United Kingdom ($6.7 million),[34] Australia ($4.6 million),[34] France ($3.65 million)[35] Russia ($3.4 million),[34] and Germany ($2.6 million).[34]
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 Critical response




Gone Girl received positive reviews from critics, with Pike's performance in particular earning praise. Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gives the film an approval rating of 88%, based on 281 reviews, with a rating average[image: External link] of 8/10. The site's consensus reads: "Dark, intelligent, and stylish to a fault, Gone Girl plays to the strengths of director David Fincher while bringing the best out of stars Ben Affleck and Rosamund Pike."[36] Metacritic[image: External link] gave the film a score of 79 out of 100, based on 49 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[37] Audiences surveyed by CinemaScore[image: External link] gave the film a B grade.[38][39]

The Vulture[image: External link]'s critics praised the direction, script, editing, score, visual style, and performances, particularly from Pike, Affleck, Tyler Perry, Carrie Coon, and Missi Pyle.[40] Kenneth Turan[image: External link] of the Los Angeles Times wrote: "Superbly cast from the two at the top to the smallest speaking parts, impeccably directed by Fincher and crafted by his regular team to within an inch of its life, Gone Girl shows the remarkable things that can happen when filmmaker and material are this well matched."[41] The Economist[image: External link] called the film a "brilliantly glacial adaptation… This may not be the perfect film—but it is a perfect adaptation".[42]

Joshua Rothman wrote in The New Yorker on October 8, 2014 that he enjoyed the film "in all its abstract, intellectual, postmodern glory" and that, similar to other post-modern narratives, the film adaptation is "decisively unreal ... [the] heroes and villains in Fincher's Gone Girl aren't people but stories". Rothman, who draws parallels between Gone Girl and Fincher's 1999 adaptation Fight Club, decides that the film is ultimately a farce and has resonated with filmgoers because it expresses "a creepy, confused, and troubling part of us".[43]

Anthony Lane[image: External link] of The New Yorker wrote: "At first blush, Gone Girl is natural Fincherland ... so why doesn't the movie claw us as The Social Network did? Who could have predicted that a film about murder, betrayal, and deception would be less exciting than a film about a website?"[5] Slant[image: External link]'s Ed Gonzalez awarded the film two out of five stars, concluding: "Fincher and Flynn should have gone further and truly grappled with the real horror that, by giving his relationship with Amy another chance, Nick is indulging in one of the great myths of feminism: that it emasculates men. Rather than undermine that noxiousness, Fincher enshrouds it in funereal brushstrokes that cast his Gone Girl as a fashionable tumbling into an abyss of willful denial."[44]

In response to some of the above comments, Flynn said this: "The whole point is that these are two people pretending to be other people, better people, versions of the dream guy and dream girl, but each one couldn’t keep it up, so they destroy each other".[45]
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 Top ten lists




Gone Girl was listed on many critics' top ten lists.[46]



	1st - Bryden Doyle, Inside Halton

	3rd - Matthew Jacobs & Christopher Rosen, Huffington Post[image: External link]


	3rd - Genevieve Koski, The Dissolve[image: External link]


	3rd – People


	3rd – Mara Reinstein, Us Weekly[image: External link]


	3rd – James Rocchi, TheWrap


	4th – Ben Kenigsberg & Nick Schager, The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	4th – William Gross, Austin Chronicle[image: External link]


	4th – Joshua Rothkopf, Time Out New York[image: External link]


	4th – Brian Tallerico, RogerEbert.com


	4th - Adam Chitwood, Collider.com


	4th – Rene Rodriguez, Miami Herald[image: External link]


	4th – Gregory Ellwood, HitFix[image: External link]


	5th – Peter Travers, Rolling Stone


	5th – David Ehrlich, Little White Lies[image: External link]


	7th - Tasha Robinson, The Dissolve[image: External link]


	7th – Chris Nashawaty, Entertainment Weekly


	7th - Christopher Orr[image: External link], The Atlantic


	7th – Justin Chang & Scott Foundas, Variety


	8th – Jeff Baker, The Oregonian[image: External link]


	8th – Christy Lemire[image: External link] RogerEbert.com


	8th – Steve Persall, Tampa Bay Times[image: External link]


	8th – James Berardinelli[image: External link], Reelviews


	9th – Rene Rodriguez, Miami Herald[image: External link]


	9th – Joe Neumaier, New York Daily News


	9th – A.A. Dowd and Ignatiy Vishnevetsky[image: External link], The A.V. Club[image: External link]


	Top 10 (ranked alphabetically) – Dana Stevens[image: External link], Slate[image: External link]


	Top 10 (ranked alphabetically) – Calvin Wilson, St. Louis Post-Dispatch[image: External link]


	Top 10 (ranked alphabetically) – Claudia Puig, USA Today
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 Gender themes




In a 2013 interview with Time Out[image: External link] writer Novid Parsi, who described the ending of the novel as "polarizing", Flynn explained that she wanted the novel to counter the notion that "women are naturally good[image: External link]" and to show that women are "just as violently minded as men are".[47] In a November 2014 interview, Flynn admitted that the critical gender-related response did affect her: "I had about 24 hours where I hovered under my covers and was like: 'I killed feminism. Why did I do that? Rats. I did not mean to do that.' And then I very quickly kind of felt comfortable with what I had written."[48]

In an October 3, 2014, blog post for Ms. Magazine[image: External link], Natalie Wilson argues that by not addressing Amy's social privilege[image: External link] which affords her the "necessary funds, skills, know-how and spare time" to stage a disappearance—Gone Girl is the "crystallization of a thousand misogynist[image: External link] myths and fears about female behavior."[49] Alyssa Rosenberg wrote in the Washington Post[image: External link] on October 3, 2014, that, although she was initially "unconvinced" by the book, her fascination with the novel and film was partly due to her conclusion that "Amy Elliot Dunne is the only fictional character I can think of who might be accurately described as simultaneously misogynist and misandrist[image: External link]."[50]

In an October 6, 2014, article titled "Gone Girl's Biggest Villain Is Marriage Itself", Jezebel's Jessica Coen wrote: "Movie Amy pales in comparison to the vivid character we meet in the book. Strip away Book Amy's complexities and you're left with little more than 'crazy fucking bitch.' That makes her no less captivating, but it does make the film feel a lot more misogynistic than the novel."[51] Coen concedes that this did not negate her enjoyment of the film, "as we ladies are well accustomed to these injustices."[51] Time's Eliana Dockterman wrote on the same date that Gone Girl is both "a sexist portrayal of a crazy woman" and a "feminist manifesto", and that this duality makes the film interesting.[52] Zoë Heller of The New York Review of Books[image: External link] wrote: "The problem with Amy is not that she acts in vicious and reprehensible ways, or even that her behavior lends credence to certain misogynist fantasies. The problem is that she isn't really a character, but rather an animation of a not very interesting idea about the female capacity for nastiness", concluding that "The film is a piece of silliness, not powerful enough in the end to engender proper 'disapproval': only wonder at its coarseness and perhaps mild dismay at its critical success."[53]

Writing in The Guardian[image: External link] on October 6, 2014, Joan Smith criticized what she saw as the film's "recycling of rape myths[image: External link]", citing research released in 2013 which claimed that false allegations of rape in the UK were extremely rare.[54] She wrote: "The characters live in a parallel universe where the immediate reaction to a woman who says she's been assaulted is one of chivalrous concern. Tell that to all the victims, here and in the US, who have had their claims dismissed by sceptical police officers."[54] Writing for The Guardian[image: External link] on the following day, Emine Saner wrote that Smith's argument "wouldn't carry as much weight were this film set against a vastly wider range of women's stories, and characters in mainstream culture", but concluded with Dockterman's plea for the portrayal of "all sorts of women in our novels".[55]

Tim Kroenert, of the Australian website Eureka Street wrote on October 8, 2014, that the film's predominant focus upon Nick's perspective "serves to obfuscate Amy's motives (though it is possible that she is simply a sociopath), and to amplify her personification of ... anti-women myths"; however, Kroenert concludes that Gone Girl is "a compelling rumination on the impossibility of knowing the mind of another, even within that ostensibly most intimate of relationships, marriage."[56]
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Main article: List of accolades received by Gone Girl (film)[image: External link]
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 Home media




Gone Girl was released on DVD[image: External link] and Blu-ray[image: External link] on January 13, 2015.[57] The Blu-ray release comes with a 36-page Amazing Amy book called Tattle Tale.[58]
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 Potential sequel




In an interview in October 2014, Rosamund Pike stated she would return for a sequel on the condition that Gillian Flynn again wrote the script.[59] In January 2015, Flynn said she was open to the idea of a sequel, but said it would be "a few years down the road" when the original cast and crew would be available again.[60]
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 See also





	"Cool Girl[image: External link]", a Tove Lo[image: External link] song inspired by the film
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 Further reading





	Nair, Gayatri; Tamang, Dipti (2016). "Representations of rape in popular culture: Gone Girl and Badlapur "[image: External link]. International Feminist Journal of Politics[image: External link]. Taylor and Francis[image: External link]. 18 (4): 614–618. doi[image: External link]: 10.1080/14616742.2016.1226401[image: External link].
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Batman






This article is about the fictional character. For other uses, see Batman (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Batman is a fictional superhero[image: External link] who appears in American comic books[image: External link] published by DC Comics[image: External link]. The character was created by artist Bob Kane[image: External link] and writer Bill Finger[image: External link],[4][5] and first appeared in Detective Comics[image: External link] #27 (1939). Originally named the "Bat-Man", the character is also referred to by such epithets as the Caped Crusader, the Dark Knight[image: External link], and the World's Greatest Detective.[6]

Batman's secret identity[image: External link] is Bruce Wayne, a wealthy American playboy[image: External link], philanthropist[image: External link], and owner of Wayne Enterprises[image: External link]. After witnessing the murder of his parents Dr. Thomas Wayne[image: External link] and Martha Wayne[image: External link] as a child, he swore vengeance against criminals, an oath tempered by a sense of justice. Bruce Wayne trains himself physically and intellectually and crafts a bat-inspired[image: External link] persona to fight crime.[7]

Batman operates in the fictional Gotham City[image: External link] with assistance from various supporting characters, including his butler Alfred[image: External link], police commissioner Gordon[image: External link], and vigilante allies such as Robin[image: External link]. Unlike most superheroes, Batman does not possess any superpowers[image: External link]; rather, he relies on his genius intellect, physical prowess, martial arts abilities, detective skills, science and technology, vast wealth, intimidation, and indomitable will. A large assortment of villains make up Batman's rogues gallery[image: External link], including his archenemy[image: External link], the Joker[image: External link].

The character became popular soon after his introduction in 1939 and gained his own comic book title, Batman[image: External link], the following year. As the decades went on, differing interpretations of the character emerged. The late 1960s Batman[image: External link] television series used a camp[image: External link] aesthetic, which continued to be associated with the character for years after the show ended. Various creators worked to return the character to his dark roots, culminating in 1986 with The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link] by Frank Miller[image: External link]. The success of Warner Bros.' live-action Batman feature films[image: External link] have helped maintain the public's interest in the character.[8]

An American cultural icon, Batman has been licensed and adapted into a variety of media[image: External link], from radio to television and film, and appears on various merchandise sold all over the world, such as toys and video games. The character has also intrigued psychiatrists, with many trying to understand the character's psyche. In 2015, FanSided[image: External link] ranked Batman as number one on their list of "50 Greatest Super Heroes In Comic Book History".[9] Kevin Conroy[image: External link], Bruce Greenwood[image: External link], Peter Weller[image: External link], Anthony Ruivivar[image: External link], Jason O'Mara[image: External link], and Will Arnett[image: External link], among others, have provided the character's voice for animated adaptations. Batman has been portrayed in both film and television by Lewis Wilson[image: External link], Robert Lowery[image: External link], Adam West[image: External link], Michael Keaton[image: External link], Val Kilmer[image: External link], George Clooney, Christian Bale, and Ben Affleck.
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See also: List of Batman comics[image: External link]
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In early 1939, the success of Superman[image: External link] in Action Comics[image: External link] prompted editors at National Comics Publications[image: External link] (the future DC Comics) to request more superheroes for its titles. In response, Bob Kane[image: External link] created "the Bat-Man".[10] Collaborator Bill Finger[image: External link] recalled that "Kane had an idea for a character called 'Batman,' and he'd like me to see the drawings. I went over to Kane's, and he had drawn a character who looked very much like Superman with kind of ... reddish tights, I believe, with boots ... no gloves, no gauntlets ... with a small domino mask[image: External link], swinging on a rope. He had two stiff wings that were sticking out, looking like bat wings. And under it was a big sign ... BATMAN".[11] The bat-wing-like cape was suggested by Bob Kane, inspired by Leonardo Da Vinci[image: External link]'s sketch of an ornithopter[image: External link] flying device as a child.[12]

Finger suggested giving the character a cowl[image: External link] instead of a simple domino mask, a cape instead of wings, and gloves; he also recommended removing the red sections from the original costume.[14][15][16][17] Finger said he devised the name Bruce Wayne for the character's secret identity: "Bruce Wayne's first name came from Robert Bruce[image: External link], the Scottish[image: External link] patriot. Wayne, being a playboy, was a man of gentry. I searched for a name that would suggest colonialism. I tried Adams, Hancock ... then I thought of Mad Anthony Wayne[image: External link]."[18] He later said his suggestions were influenced by Lee Falk[image: External link]'s popular The Phantom[image: External link], a syndicated[image: External link] newspaper comic-strip character with which Kane was also familiar.[19]

Kane and Finger drew upon contemporary 1930s popular culture for inspiration regarding much of the Bat-Man's look, personality, methods, and weaponry. Details find predecessors in pulp fiction[image: External link], comic strips[image: External link], newspaper[image: External link] headlines, and autobiographical details referring to Kane himself.[20] As an aristocratic hero with a double identity, Batman had predecessors in the Scarlet Pimpernel[image: External link] (created by Baroness Emmuska Orczy[image: External link], 1903) and Zorro[image: External link] (created by Johnston McCulley[image: External link], 1919). Like them, Batman performed his heroic deeds in secret, averted suspicion by playing aloof in public, and marked his work with a signature symbol. Kane noted the influence of the films The Mark of Zorro[image: External link] (1920) and The Bat Whispers[image: External link] (1930) in the creation of the character's iconography. Finger, drawing inspiration from pulp heroes like Doc Savage[image: External link], The Shadow[image: External link], Dick Tracy[image: External link], and Sherlock Holmes[image: External link], made the character a master sleuth.[21][22]

In his 1989 autobiography, Kane detailed Finger's contributions to Batman's creation:


One day I called Bill and said, 'I have a new character called the Bat-Man and I've made some crude, elementary sketches I'd like you to look at.' He came over and I showed him the drawings. At the time, I only had a small domino mask, like the one Robin later wore, on Batman's face. Bill said, 'Why not make him look more like a bat and put a hood on him, and take the eyeballs out and just put slits for eyes to make him look more mysterious?' At this point, the Bat-Man wore a red union suit; the wings, trunks, and mask were black. I thought that red and black would be a good combination. Bill said that the costume was too bright: 'Color it dark grey to make it look more ominous.' The cape looked like two stiff bat wings attached to his arms. As Bill and I talked, we realized that these wings would get cumbersome when Bat-Man was in action, and changed them into a cape, scalloped to look like bat wings when he was fighting or swinging down on a rope. Also, he didn't have any gloves on, and we added them so that he wouldn't leave fingerprints.[19]
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 Subsequent creation credit




Kane signed away ownership in the character in exchange for, among other compensation, a mandatory byline on all Batman comics. This byline did not originally say "Batman created by Bob Kane"; his name was simply written on the title page of each story. The name disappeared from the comic book in the mid-1960s, replaced by credits for each story's actual writer and artists. In the late 1970s, when Jerry Siegel[image: External link] and Joe Shuster[image: External link] began receiving a "created by" credit on the Superman titles, along with William Moulton Marston[image: External link] being given the byline for creating Wonder Woman[image: External link], Batman stories began saying "Created by Bob Kane" in addition to the other credits.

Finger did not receive the same recognition. While he had received credit for other DC work since the 1940s, he began, in the 1960s, to receive limited acknowledgment for his Batman writing; in the letters page of Batman #169 (February 1965) for example, editor Julius Schwartz[image: External link] names him as the creator of the Riddler[image: External link], one of Batman's recurring villains. However, Finger's contract left him only with his writing page rate and no byline. Kane wrote, "Bill was disheartened by the lack of major accomplishments in his career. He felt that he had not used his creative potential to its fullest and that success had passed him by."[18] At the time of Finger's death in 1974, DC had not officially credited Finger as Batman co-creator.

Jerry Robinson[image: External link], who also worked with Finger and Kane on the strip at this time, has criticized Kane for failing to share the credit. He recalled Finger resenting his position, stating in a 2005 interview with The Comics Journal[image: External link]:


Bob made him more insecure, because while he slaved working on Batman, he wasn't sharing in any of the glory or the money that Bob began to make, which is why ... [he was] going to leave [Kane's employ]. ... [Kane] should have credited Bill as co-creator, because I know; I was there. ... That was one thing I would never forgive Bob for, was not to take care of Bill or recognize his vital role in the creation of Batman. As with Siegel and Shuster, it should have been the same, the same co-creator credit in the strip, writer, and artist.[23]



Although Kane initially rebutted Finger's claims at having created the character, writing in a 1965 open letter to fans that "it seemed to me that Bill Finger has given out the impression that he and not myself created the ''Batman, t' [ sic[image: External link]] as well as Robin and all the other leading villains and characters. This statement is fraudulent and entirely untrue." Kane himself also commented on Finger's lack of credit. "The trouble with being a 'ghost' writer or artist is that you must remain rather anonymously without 'credit'. However, if one wants the 'credit', then one has to cease being a 'ghost' or follower and become a leader or innovator."[24]

In 1989, Kane revisited Finger's situation, recalling in an interview:


In those days it was like, one artist and he had his name over it [the comic strip] — the policy of DC in the comic books was, if you can't write it, obtain other writers, but their names would never appear on the comic book in the finished version. So Bill never asked me for it [the byline] and I never volunteered — I guess my ego at that time. And I felt badly, really, when he [Finger] died.[25]



In September 2015, DC Entertainment[image: External link] revealed that Finger would be receiving credit for his role in Batman's creation on the 2016 superhero film Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice and the second season of Gotham[image: External link] after a deal was worked out between the Finger family and DC.[4] Finger received credit as a creator of Batman for the first time in a comic in October 2015 with Batman and Robin Eternal #3 and Batman: Arkham Knight Genesis #3. The updated acknowledgement for the character appeared as "Batman created by Bob Kane with Bill Finger".[5]
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The first Batman story, "The Case of the Chemical Syndicate[image: External link]", was published in Detective Comics #27 (May 1939). Finger said, "Batman was originally written in the style of the pulps",[26] and this influence was evident with Batman showing little remorse over killing or maiming criminals. Batman proved a hit character, and he received his own solo title in 1940, while continuing to star in Detective Comics. By that time, Detective Comics was the top-selling and most influential publisher in the industry; Batman and the company's other major hero, Superman, were the cornerstones of the company's success.[27] The two characters were featured side-by-side as the stars of World's Finest Comics[image: External link], which was originally titled World's Best Comics when it debuted in fall 1940. Creators including Jerry Robinson[image: External link] and Dick Sprang[image: External link] also worked on the strips during this period.

Over the course of the first few Batman strips elements were added to the character and the artistic depiction of Batman evolved. Kane noted that within six issues he drew the character's jawline more pronounced, and lengthened the ears on the costume. "About a year later he was almost the full figure, my mature Batman", Kane said.[28] Batman's characteristic utility belt[image: External link] was introduced in Detective Comics #29 (July 1939), followed by the boomerang[image: External link]-like batarang and the first bat-themed vehicle, the Batplane[image: External link], in #31 (Sept. 1939). The character's origin was revealed in #33 (Nov. 1939), unfolding in a two-page story that establishes the brooding persona of Batman, a character driven by the death of his parents. Written by Finger, it depicts a young Bruce Wayne witnessing his parents' murder at the hands of a mugger. Days later, at their grave, the child vows that "by the spirits of my parents [I will] avenge their deaths by spending the rest of my life warring on all criminals".[29][30][31]

The early, pulp-inflected portrayal of Batman started to soften in Detective Comics #38 (April 1940) with the introduction of Robin[image: External link], Batman's junior counterpart.[32] Robin was introduced, based on Finger's suggestion, because Batman needed a " Watson[image: External link]" with whom Batman could talk.[33] Sales nearly doubled, despite Kane's preference for a solo Batman, and it sparked a proliferation of "kid sidekicks".[34] The first issue of the solo spin-off series Batman[image: External link] was notable not only for introducing two of his most persistent enemies, the Joker[image: External link] and Catwoman[image: External link], but for a story in which Batman shoots some monstrous giants to death. That story prompted editor Whitney Ellsworth[image: External link] to decree that the character could no longer kill or use a gun.[35]

By 1942, the writers and artists behind the Batman comics had established most of the basic elements of the Batman mythos.[36] In the years following World War II, DC Comics "adopted a postwar editorial direction that increasingly de-emphasized social commentary in favor of lighthearted juvenile fantasy". The impact of this editorial approach was evident in Batman comics of the postwar period; removed from the "bleak and menacing world" of the strips of the early 1940s, Batman was instead portrayed as a respectable citizen and paternal figure that inhabited a "bright and colorful" environment.[37]
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Batman was one of the few superhero characters to be continuously published as interest in the genre waned during the 1950s. In the story "The Mightiest Team in the World" in Superman[image: External link] #76 (June 1952), Batman teams up with Superman for the first time and the pair discovers each other's secret identity.[38] Following the success of this story, World's Finest Comics was revamped so it featured stories starring both heroes together, instead of the separate Batman and Superman features that had been running before.[39] The team-up of the characters was "a financial success in an era when those were few and far between";[40] this series of stories ran until the book's cancellation in 1986.

Batman comics were among those criticized when the comic book industry came under scrutiny with the publication of psychologist Fredric Wertham[image: External link]'s book Seduction of the Innocent[image: External link] in 1954. Wertham's thesis was that children imitated crimes committed in comic books, and that these works corrupted the morals of the youth. Wertham criticized Batman comics for their supposed homosexual[image: External link] overtones and argued that Batman and Robin were portrayed as lovers.[41] Wertham's criticisms raised a public outcry during the 1950s, eventually leading to the establishment of the Comics Code Authority[image: External link], a code that is no longer in use by the comic book industry. The tendency towards a "sunnier Batman" in the postwar years intensified after the introduction of the Comics Code.[42] Scholars have suggested that the characters of Batwoman[image: External link] (in 1956) and the pre-Barbara Gordon[image: External link] Bat-Girl[image: External link] (in 1961) were introduced in part to refute the allegation that Batman and Robin were gay, and the stories took on a campier, lighter feel.[43]

In the late 1950s, Batman stories gradually became more science fiction-oriented, an attempt at mimicking the success of other DC characters that had dabbled in the genre.[44] New characters such as Batwoman, Ace the Bat-Hound[image: External link], and Bat-Mite[image: External link] were introduced. Batman's adventures often involved odd transformations or bizarre space aliens. In 1960, Batman debuted as a member of the Justice League of America[image: External link] in The Brave and the Bold[image: External link] #28 (Feb. 1960), and went on to appear in several Justice League comic series starting later that same year.
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By 1964, sales of Batman titles had fallen drastically. Bob Kane noted that, as a result, DC was "planning to kill Batman off altogether".[45] In response to this, editor Julius Schwartz[image: External link] was assigned to the Batman titles. He presided over drastic changes, beginning with 1964's Detective Comics #327 (May 1964), which was cover-billed as the "New Look". Schwartz introduced changes designed to make Batman more contemporary, and to return him to more detective-oriented stories. He brought in artist Carmine Infantino[image: External link] to help overhaul the character. The Batmobile[image: External link] was redesigned, and Batman's costume was modified to incorporate a yellow ellipse behind the bat-insignia. The space aliens, time travel, and characters of the 1950s such as Batwoman, Ace, and Bat-Mite were retired. Bruce Wayne's butler Alfred was killed off (though his death was quickly reversed) while a new female relative for the Wayne family, Aunt Harriet, came to live with Bruce Wayne and Dick Grayson[image: External link].[46]

The debut of the Batman[image: External link] television series in 1966 had a profound influence on the character. The success of the series increased sales throughout the comic book industry, and Batman reached a circulation of close to 900,000 copies.[47] Elements such as the character of Batgirl[image: External link] and the show's campy[image: External link] nature were introduced into the comics; the series also initiated the return of Alfred. Although both the comics and TV show were successful for a time, the camp approach eventually wore thin and the show was canceled in 1968. In the aftermath, the Batman comics themselves lost popularity once again. As Julius Schwartz noted, "When the television show was a success, I was asked to be campy, and of course when the show faded, so did the comic books."[48]

Starting in 1969, writer Dennis O'Neil[image: External link] and artist Neal Adams[image: External link] made a deliberate effort to distance Batman from the campy portrayal of the 1960s TV series and to return the character to his roots as a "grim avenger of the night".[49] O'Neil said his idea was "simply to take it back to where it started. I went to the DC library and read some of the early stories. I tried to get a sense of what Kane and Finger were after."[50]

O'Neil and Adams first collaborated on the story "The Secret of the Waiting Graves[image: External link]" in Detective Comics #395 (January 1970). Few stories were true collaborations between O'Neil, Adams, Schwartz, and inker Dick Giordano[image: External link], and in actuality these men were mixed and matched with various other creators during the 1970s; nevertheless the influence of their work was "tremendous".[51] Giordano said: "We went back to a grimmer, darker Batman, and I think that's why these stories did so well ..."[52] While the work of O'Neil and Adams was popular with fans, the acclaim did little to improve declining sales; the same held true with a similarly acclaimed run by writer Steve Englehart[image: External link] and penciler Marshall Rogers[image: External link] in Detective Comics #471–476 (August 1977 – April 1978), which went on to influence the 1989 movie Batman and be adapted for Batman: The Animated Series[image: External link], which debuted in 1992.[53] Regardless, circulation continued to drop through the 1970s and 1980s, hitting an all-time low in 1985.[54]
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See also: Alternative versions of Batman[image: External link]


Frank Miller[image: External link]'s limited series The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link] (February–June 1986) returned the character to his darker roots, both in atmosphere and tone. The comic book, which tells the story of a 55-year-old Batman coming out of retirement in a possible future, reinvigorated the character. The Dark Knight Returns was a financial success and has since become one of the medium's most noted touchstones.[55] The series also sparked a major resurgence in the character's popularity.[56]

That year Dennis O'Neil took over as editor of the Batman titles and set the template for the portrayal of Batman following DC's status quo-altering miniseries Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link]. O'Neil operated under the assumption that he was hired to revamp the character and as a result tried to instill a different tone in the books than had gone before.[57] One outcome of this new approach was the "Year One[image: External link]" storyline in Batman #404–407 (February–May 1987), in which Frank Miller and artist David Mazzucchelli[image: External link] redefined the character's origins. Writer Alan Moore[image: External link] and artist Brian Bolland[image: External link] continued this dark trend with 1988's 48-page one-shot[image: External link] Batman: The Killing Joke[image: External link], in which the Joker, attempting to drive Commissioner Gordon[image: External link] insane, cripples Gordon's daughter Barbara[image: External link], and then kidnaps and tortures the commissioner, physically and psychologically.

The Batman comics garnered major attention in 1988 when DC Comics created a 900 number[image: External link] for readers to call to vote on whether Jason Todd[image: External link], the second Robin, lived or died. Voters decided in favor of Jason's death by a narrow margin of 28 votes (see Batman: A Death in the Family[image: External link]).[58]
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The 1993 " Knightfall[image: External link]" story arc introduced a new villain, Bane[image: External link], who critically injures Batman after pushing him to the limits of his endurance. Jean-Paul Valley, known as Azrael[image: External link], is called upon to wear the Batsuit during Bruce Wayne's convalescence. Writers Doug Moench[image: External link], Chuck Dixon[image: External link], and Alan Grant[image: External link] worked on the Batman titles during "Knightfall", and would also contribute to other Batman crossovers throughout the 1990s. 1998's " Cataclysm[image: External link]" storyline served as the precursor to 1999's "No Man's Land[image: External link]", a year-long storyline that ran through all the Batman-related titles dealing with the effects of an earthquake-ravaged Gotham City. At the conclusion of "No Man's Land", O'Neil stepped down as editor and was replaced by Bob Schreck[image: External link].

Another writer who rose to prominence on the Batman comic series, was Jeph Loeb[image: External link]. Along with longtime collaborator Tim Sale, they wrote two miniseries ("The Long Halloween[image: External link]" and "Dark Victory[image: External link]") that pit an early in his career version of Batman against his entire rogues gallery[image: External link] (most notably Two-Face[image: External link], whose origin was re-envisioned by Loeb) while dealing with various mysteries involving serial killers[image: External link] Holiday[image: External link] and the Hangman[image: External link]. In 2003, Loeb teamed with artist Jim Lee[image: External link] to work on another mystery arc: "Batman: Hush[image: External link]" for the main Batman book. The twelve–issue storyline has Batman and Catwoman teaming up against Batman's entire rogues gallery, including an apparently resurrected Jason Todd[image: External link], while seeking to find the identity of the mysterious supervillain Hush[image: External link]. While the character of Hush failed to catch on with readers, the arc was a sales success for DC. As the storyline was Jim Lee's first regular comic book work in nearly a decade, the series became #1 on the Diamond Comic Distributors[image: External link] sales chart for the first time since Batman #500 (October 1993) and Jason Todd's appearance laid the groundwork for writer Judd Winick[image: External link]'s subsequent run as writer on Batman, with another multi-issue epic, "Under the Hood[image: External link]", which ran from Batman #637–650 (April 2005–April 2006).
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See also: All Star DC Comics[image: External link]


In 2005, DC launched All-Star Batman and Robin[image: External link], a stand-alone comic series set outside the main DC Universe continuity. Written by Frank Miller and drawn by Jim Lee, the series was a commercial success for DC Comics,[59][60] although it was widely panned by critics for its writing and strong depictions of violence.[61][62]

Starting in 2006, Grant Morrison[image: External link] and Paul Dini[image: External link] were the regular writers of Batman and Detective Comics, with Morrison reincorporating controversial elements of Batman lore. Most notably of these elements were the science fiction themed storylines of the 1950s Batman comics, which Morrison revised as hallucinations Batman suffered under the influence of various mind-bending gases and extensive sensory deprivation training. Morrison's run climaxed with "Batman R.I.P.", which brought Batman up against the villainous "Black Glove" organization, which sought to drive Batman into madness. "Batman R.I.P." segued into Final Crisis[image: External link] (also written by Morrison), which saw the apparent death of Batman at the hands of Darkseid[image: External link]. In the 2009 miniseries Batman: Battle for the Cowl[image: External link], Wayne's former protégé Dick Grayson becomes the new Batman, and Wayne's son Damian becomes the new Robin.[63][64] In June 2009, Judd Winick returned to writing Batman, while Grant Morrison was given his own series, titled Batman and Robin[image: External link].[65]

In 2010, the storyline Batman: The Return of Bruce Wayne[image: External link] saw Bruce travel through history, eventually returning to the present day. Although he reclaimed the mantle of Batman, he also allowed Grayson to continue being Batman as well. Bruce decided to take his war on crime globally, which is the central focus of Batman Incorporated[image: External link]. DC Comics would later announce that Grayson would be the main character in Batman, Detective Comics, and Batman and Robin, while Wayne would be the main character in Batman Incorporated. Also, Bruce appeared in another ongoing series, Batman: The Dark Knight[image: External link].
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See also: The New 52[image: External link]


In September 2011, DC Comics' entire line of superhero comic books, including its Batman franchise, were canceled and relaunched with new #1 issues as part of the New 52[image: External link] reboot[image: External link]. Bruce Wayne is the only character to be identified as Batman and is featured in Batman[image: External link], Detective Comics[image: External link], Batman and Robin[image: External link], and Batman: The Dark Knight[image: External link]. Dick Grayson returns to the mantle of Nightwing and appears in his own ongoing series. While many characters have their histories significantly altered to attract new readers, Batman's history remains mostly intact. Batman Incorporated was relaunched in 2012–2013 to complete the "Leviathan" storyline.

Since the beginning of the New 52, Scott Snyder[image: External link] has been the writer of the flagship Batman title. His first major story arc was "Night of the Owls[image: External link]", where Batman confronts the Court of Owls[image: External link], a secret society that has controlled Gotham for centuries. The second story arc was "Death of the Family[image: External link]", where the Joker returns to Gotham and simultaneously attacks each member of the Batman family. The third story arc was "Batman: Zero Year[image: External link]", which redefined Batman's origin in The New 52. It followed Batman #0, published in June 2012, which explored the character's early years. The final storyline before the " Convergence[image: External link]" (2015) storyline was " Endgame[image: External link]", depicting the supposed final battle between Batman and the Joker when he unleashes the deadly Endgame virus onto Gotham City. The storyline ends with Batman and the Joker's supposed deaths.

Starting with Batman vol. 2, #41, Commissioner James Gordon takes over Bruce's mantle as a new, state-sanctioned, mecha[image: External link]-Batman, debuting in the Free Comic Book Day[image: External link] special comic Divergence. However, Bruce Wayne is soon revealed to be alive, albeit now suffering almost total amnesia of his life as Batman and only remembering his life as Bruce Wayne through what he has learned from Alfred. Bruce Wayne finds happiness and proposes to his girlfriend, Julie, but Mr. Bloom heavily injures Jim Gordon and takes control of Gotham City and threatens to destroy the city by energizing a particle reactor to create a "strange star" to swallow the city. Bruce Wayne discovers the truth that he was Batman and after talking to a stranger who smiles a lot (it is heavily implied that this is the amnesic Joker) he forces Alfred to implant his memories as Batman, but at the cost of his memories as the reborn Bruce Wayne. He returns and helps Jim Gordon defeat Mr. Bloom and shut down the reactor. Gordon gets his job back as the commissioner, and the government Batman project is shuttered.[66]

In 2015, DC Comics released The Dark Knight III: The Master Race[image: External link], the sequel to Frank Miller's The Dark Knight Returns and The Dark Knight Strikes Again.[67]
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See also: DC Rebirth[image: External link]


In June 2016, the DC Rebirth[image: External link] event relaunched DC Comics' entire line of comic book titles. Batman[image: External link] was rebooted with a one-shot issue and began shipping twice-monthly, starting with Batman vol. 3, #1 (June 2016). The series was written by Tom King[image: External link], and artwork was provided by David Finch[image: External link] and Mikel Janín. The Batman[image: External link] series introduced two vigilantes, Gotham and Gotham Girl. Detective Comics resumed its original numbering system starting with June 2016's #934, and the New 52 volume 2 of the series was added into volume 1.[68] Writer James Tynion IV[image: External link] and artists Eddy Barrows[image: External link] and Alvaro Martinez worked on Detective Comics #934, and the series initially featured a team consisting of Tim Drake[image: External link], Stephanie Brown[image: External link], Cassandra Cain[image: External link] and Clayface[image: External link], led by Batman and Batwoman[image: External link].
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Batman's secret identity[image: External link] is Bruce Wayne, a wealthy American industrialist. As a child, Bruce witnessed the murder of his parents, Dr. Thomas Wayne[image: External link] and Martha Wayne[image: External link], which ultimately led him to craft the Batman persona and seek vengeance against criminals. He resides on the outskirts of Gotham City in his personal residence, Wayne Manor[image: External link]. Wayne averts suspicion by acting the part of a superficial playboy idly living off his family's fortune, which was amassed through real estate before the city became a bustling metropolis,[69] and the profits of Wayne Enterprises[image: External link], his inherited conglomerate.[70] He supports philanthropic causes through his nonprofit Wayne Foundation, but is more widely known as a celebrity socialite.[71] In public, he frequently appears in the company of high-status women, which encourages tabloid gossip. Although Bruce Wayne leads an active romantic life, his vigilante activities as Batman account for most of his time.[72]

Modern stories tend to portray the extravagant, playboy image of Bruce Wayne as a facade[73] (in counterpoint to the post-Crisis Superman, whose Clark Kent persona is the true identity, while the Superman persona is the facade).[74][75] In Batman Unmasked, a television documentary about the psychology of the character, behavioral scientist[image: External link] Benjamin Karney[image: External link] notes that Batman's personality is driven by Bruce Wayne's inherent humanity; that "Batman, for all its benefits and for all of the time Bruce Wayne devotes to it, is ultimately a tool for Bruce Wayne's efforts to make the world better".

Writers of Batman and Superman stories have often compared and contrasted the two. Interpretations vary depending on the writer, the story, and the timing. Grant Morrison[76] notes that both heroes "believe in the same kind of things" despite the day/night contrast their heroic roles display. He notes an equally stark contrast in their real identities. Bruce Wayne and Clark Kent belong to different social classes: "Bruce has a butler, Clark has a boss." T. James Musler's book Unleashing the Superhero in Us All explores the extent to which Bruce Wayne's vast personal wealth is important in his life story, and the crucial role it plays in his efforts as Batman.[77]

Will Brooker notes in his book Batman Unmasked that "the confirmation of the Batman's identity lies with the young audience ... he doesn't have to be Bruce Wayne; he just needs the suit and gadgets, the abilities, and most importantly the morality, the humanity. There's just a sense about him: 'they trust him ... and they're never wrong."[78]
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Batman's primary character traits can be summarized as "wealth; physical prowess; deductive abilities and obsession".[79] The details and tone of Batman comic books have varied over the years due to different creative teams. Dennis O'Neil noted that character consistency was not a major concern during early editorial regimes: "Julie Schwartz[image: External link] did a Batman in Batman and Detective and Murray Boltinoff[image: External link] did a Batman in the Brave and the Bold and apart from the costume they bore very little resemblance to each other. Julie and Murray did not want to coordinate their efforts, nor were they asked to do so. Continuity was not important in those days."[80]

The driving force behind Bruce Wayne's character is his parents' murder and their absence. Bob Kane and Bill Finger discussed Batman's background and decided that "there's nothing more traumatic than having your parents murdered before your eyes".[81] Despite his trauma, he sets his mind on studying to become a scientist[82][83] and to train his body into physical perfection[82][83] to fight crime in Gotham City[image: External link] as Batman, an inspired idea from Wayne's insight into the criminal mind.[82][83]

Another of Batman's characterizations is that of a vigilante; in order to stop evil that started with the death of his parents, he must sometimes break the law himself. Although manifested differently by being re-told by different artists, it is nevertheless that the details and the prime components of Batman's origin have never varied at all in the comic books, the "reiteration of the basic origin events holds together otherwise divergent expressions".[84] The origin is the source of the character's traits and attributes, which play out in many of the character's adventures.[79]

Batman is often treated as a vigilante by other characters in his stories. Frank Miller views the character as "a dionysian[image: External link] figure, a force for anarchy[image: External link] that imposes an individual order".[85] Dressed as a bat, Batman deliberately cultivates a frightening persona in order to aid him in crime-fighting,[86] a fear that originates from the criminals' own guilty conscience[image: External link].[87] Miller is often credited with reintroducing anti-heroic traits into Batman's characterization,[88] such as his brooding personality, willingness to use violence and torture, and increasingly alienated behavior. Batman's original character was changed in the 1950s when the now-defunct comic book codes[image: External link] went into effect, and DC editor Whitney Ellsworth reinvented Batman as having a stringent moral code which never allowed him to kill.[88] Miller's Batman was closer to the original, Golden Age version, who was willing to kill criminals if necessary.[89]
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Main article: Alternative versions of Batman[image: External link]


On two occasions former Robin Dick Grayson[image: External link] has served as Batman. He served briefly while Wayne recovered from spinal injuries caused by Bane[image: External link] in the 1993 Knightfall storyline. He assumed the mantle again in a 2009 comic book while Wayne was believed dead, and served as a second Batman even after Wayne returned in 2010. As part of DC's 2011 continuity relaunch[image: External link], Grayson returned to being Nightwing following the Flashpoint crossover event.

In an interview with IGN[image: External link], Morrison detailed that having Dick Grayson as Batman and Damian Wayne[image: External link] as Robin represented a "reverse" of the normal dynamic between Batman and Robin, with, "a more light-hearted and spontaneous Batman and a scowling, badass Robin". Morrison explained his intentions for the new characterization of Batman: "Dick Grayson is kind of this consummate superhero. The guy has been Batman's partner since he was a kid, he's led the Teen Titans[image: External link], and he's trained with everybody in the DC Universe. So he's a very different kind of Batman. He's a lot easier; He's a lot looser and more relaxed."[63]

Over the years, there have been numerous others to assume the name of Batman, or to officially take over for Bruce during his leaves of absence. Jean Paul Valley[image: External link], also known as Azrael[image: External link], assumed the cowl after the events of the Knightfall[image: External link] saga. James Gordon[image: External link], donned a mech-suit after the events of Batman: Endgame[image: External link], and served as Batman in 2015 and 2016.

Additionally, members of the group Batman, Incorporated[image: External link], Bruce Wayne's experiment at franchising his brand of vigilantism, have at times stood in as the official Batman in cities around the world. Various others have also taken up the role of Batman in stories set in alternative universes and possible futures, including, among them, various former proteges of Bruce Wayne.
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Batman has no inherent superhuman powers; he relies on "his own scientific knowledge, detective skills, and athletic prowess".[32] Batman's inexhaustible wealth gives him access to advanced technologies, and as a proficient scientist[image: External link], he is able to use and modify these technologies to his advantage. In the stories, Batman is regarded as one of the world's greatest detectives, if not the world's greatest crime solver.[90] Batman has been repeatedly described as having a genius-level intellect, being one of the greatest martial artists in the DC Universe, and having peak human physical conditioning.[91] As a polymath[image: External link], his knowledge and expertise in countless disciplines is nearly unparalleled by any other character in the DC Universe.[92] He has traveled the world acquiring the skills needed to aid him in his endeavors as Batman. In the Superman: Doomed[image: External link] story arc, Superman considers Batman to be one of the most brilliant minds on the planet.[93]

Batman has trained extensively in various martial arts, mastering over 127 different types, making him one of the best hand-to-hand fighters in the DC Universe. Superman describes Batman as "the most dangerous man on Earth", able to defeat an entire team of superpowered extraterrestrials by himself in order to rescue his imprisoned teammates in Grant Morrison's first storyline in JLA.

Batman has the ability to function under great physical pain and to withstand telepathy[image: External link] and mind control[image: External link]. He is a master of disguise[image: External link], multilingual, and an expert in espionage[image: External link], often gathering information under the identity of Matches Malone, a notorious gangster. He is a highly skilled in stealth movement and escapology[image: External link], which allows him to appear and disappear at will and to break free of nearly inescapable deathtraps[image: External link] with little to no harm.

Batman is an expert in interrogation[image: External link] techniques and often uses extreme methods to extract information from suspects, such as hanging a person over the edge of a building. His intimidating[image: External link] and frightening appearance alone is often all that is needed in getting information from suspects. Despite having the potential to harm his enemies, Batman's most defining characteristic is his strong commitment to justice and his reluctance to take a life. This unyielding moral rectitude has earned him the respect of several heroes in the DC Universe, most notably that of Superman[image: External link] and Wonder Woman[image: External link].

Among physical and other crime fighting related training, he is also proficient at other types of skills. Some of these include being a licensed pilot (in order to operate the Batplane[image: External link]), as well as being able to operate other types of machinery. In some publications, he underwent some magician training.
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Main article: Batsuit[image: External link]


Batman's body armored[image: External link] costume incorporates the imagery of a bat in order to frighten criminals.[94] The details of the Batman costume change repeatedly through various decades, stories, media and artists' interpretations, but the most distinctive elements remain consistent: a scallop-hem cape; a cowl covering most of the face; a pair of bat-like ears; a stylized bat emblem on the chest; and the ever-present utility belt. Finger and Kane originally conceptualized Batman as having a black cape and cowl and grey suit, but conventions in coloring called for black to be highlighted with blue.[94] Hence, the costume's colors have appeared in the comics as dark blue and grey;[94] as well as black and grey. In the Tim Burton[image: External link]'s Batman[image: External link] and Batman Returns[image: External link] films, Batman has been depicted as completely black with a bat in the middle surrounded by a yellow background. Christopher Nolan's The Dark Knight Trilogy[image: External link] depicted Batman wearing high-tech gear painted completely black with a black bat in the middle. Ben Affleck's Batman in the DC Extended Universe films wears a suit more faithful to the comic books versions, in which the suit is grey in color with a black cowl, cape, and bat symbol.

Batman's batsuit[image: External link] aids in his combat against enemies, having the properties of both Kevlar[image: External link] and Nomex[image: External link]. It protects him from gunfire and other significant impacts. His gloves typically feature three scallops that protrude from long, gauntlet-like cuffs, although in his earliest appearances he wore short, plain gloves without the scallops.[95] The overall look of the character, particularly the length of the cowl's ears and of the cape, varies greatly depending on the artist. Dennis O'Neil said, "We now say that Batman has two hundred suits hanging in the Batcave so they don't have to look the same ... Everybody loves to draw Batman, and everybody wants to put their own spin on it."[96]


	Batmobile



Main article: Batmobile[image: External link]


Batman's primary vehicle is the Batmobile[image: External link], which is usually depicted as an imposing black car, often with tailfins[image: External link] that suggest a bat's wings. Batman also has an aircraft called the Batplane[image: External link] (later called the "Batwing"), along with various other means of transportation. In proper practice, the "bat" prefix (as in Batmobile or batarang) is rarely used by Batman himself when referring to his equipment, particularly after some portrayals (primarily the 1960s Batman live-action television show[image: External link] and the Super Friends[image: External link] animated series) stretched the practice to campy[image: External link] proportions. For example, the 1960s television show depicted a Batboat[image: External link], Bat-Sub[image: External link], and Batcycle[image: External link], among other bat-themed vehicles. The 1960s television series Batman has an arsenal that includes such "bat-" names as the bat-computer, bat-scanner, bat-radar, bat-cuffs, bat-pontoons, bat-drinking water dispenser, bat-camera with polarized bat-filter, bat-shark repellent[image: External link] bat-spray, and bat-rope. The storyline "A Death in the Family" suggests that given Batman's grim nature, he is unlikely to have adopted the "bat" prefix on his own. In The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link], Batman tells Carrie Kelley[image: External link] that the original Robin came up with the name "Batmobile" when he was young, since that is what a kid would call Batman's vehicle. The Batmobile was redesigned in 2011 when DC Comics relaunched[image: External link] its entire line of comic books, with the batmobile being given heavier armor and new aesthetics.


	Utility belt



Main article: Batman's utility belt[image: External link]


Batman keeps most of his field equipment in his utility belt[image: External link]. Over the years it has shown to contain an assortment of crime-fighting tools, weapons, and investigative and technological instruments. Different versions of the belt have these items stored in compartments, often as pouches or hard cylinders attached evenly around it. Batman is often depicted as carrying a projectile which shoots a retractable grappling hook attached to a cable. This allows him to attach to distant objects, be propelled into the air, and thus swing from the rooftops of Gotham City. An exception to the range of Batman's equipment are guns[image: External link], which he refuses to use on principle, since a gun was used in his parents' murder.


	Bat-Signal



Main article: Bat-Signal[image: External link]


When Batman is needed, the Gotham City police activate a searchlight[image: External link] with a bat-shaped insignia over the lens called the Bat-Signal, which shines into the night sky, creating a bat-symbol on a passing cloud which can be seen from any point in Gotham. The origin of the signal varies, depending on the continuity and medium.

In various incarnations, most notably the 1960s Batman TV series[image: External link], Commissioner Gordon also has a dedicated phone line, dubbed the Bat-Phone, connected to a bright red telephone (in the TV series) which sits on a wooden base and has a transparent top. The line connects directly to Batman's residence, Wayne Manor[image: External link], specifically both to a similar phone sitting on the desk in Bruce Wayne's study and the extension phone in the Batcave.
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Main article: Batcave[image: External link]


The Batcave is Batman's secret headquarters, consisting of a series of subterranean caves beneath his mansion, Wayne Manor[image: External link]. It serves as his command center for both local and global surveillance, as well as housing his vehicles and equipment for his war on crime. It also is a storeroom for Batman's memorabilia. In both the comic Batman: Shadow of the Bat[image: External link] (issue #45) and the 2005 film Batman Begins[image: External link], the cave is said to have been part of the Underground Railroad[image: External link].
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Batman utilizes a vast arsenal of specialized, high-tech vehicles and gadgets in his war against crime, the designs of which usually share a bat motif. Batman historian Les Daniels[image: External link] credits Gardner Fox[image: External link] with creating the concept of Batman's arsenal with the introduction of the utility belt in Detective Comics #29 (July 1939) and the first bat-themed weapons the batarang[image: External link] and the "Batgyro" in Detective Comics #31 and #32 (September; October 1939).[28]
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Main article: List of Batman supporting characters[image: External link]


Batman's interactions with both villains and cohorts have, over time, developed a strong supporting cast of characters.[79]
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Main article: List of Batman Family adversaries[image: External link]


Batman faces a variety of foes ranging from common criminals to outlandish supervillains. Many of them mirror aspects of the Batman's character and development, often having tragic origin stories that lead them to a life of crime.[97] These foes are commonly referred to as Batman's rogues gallery[image: External link]. Batman's "most implacable foe" is the Joker[image: External link], a homicidal maniac with a clown-like appearance. The Joker is considered by critics to be his perfect adversary, since he is the antithesis of Batman in personality and appearance; the Joker has a maniacal demeanor with a colorful appearance, while Batman has a serious and resolute demeanor with a dark appearance. As a "personification of the irrational", the Joker represents "everything Batman [opposes]".[36] Other long time recurring foes that are part of Batman's rogues gallery include Catwoman[image: External link] (a cat burglar[image: External link] antiheroine who is an occasional ally and romantic interest), the Penguin[image: External link], Ra's al Ghul[image: External link], Two-Face[image: External link], the Riddler[image: External link], the Scarecrow[image: External link], Mr. Freeze[image: External link], Poison Ivy[image: External link], Harley Quinn[image: External link], Bane[image: External link], Clayface[image: External link], and Killer Croc[image: External link] among others. Many of Batman's adversaries are often psychiatric patients at Arkham Asylum[image: External link].
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Main article: Alfred Pennyworth[image: External link]


Batman's butler, Alfred Pennyworth[image: External link], first appeared in Batman #16 (1943). He serves as Bruce Wayne's loyal father figure and is one of the few persons to know his secret identity. Alfred raised Bruce after his parents' death and knows him on a very personal level. He is sometimes portrayed as a sidekick to Batman and the only other resident of Wayne Manor aside from Bruce. The character "[lends] a homely touch to Batman's environs and [is] ever ready to provide a steadying and reassuring hand" to the hero and his sidekick.[97]
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 "Batman family"




The informal name "Batman family[image: External link]" is used for a group of characters closely allied with Batman, generally masked vigilantes who either have been trained by Batman or operate in Gotham City with his tacit approval. They include: Barbara Gordon[image: External link], Commissioner Gordon's daughter, who has fought crime under the vigilante identity of Batgirl[image: External link] and, during a period in which she was confined to a wheelchair due to a gunshot wound inflicted by the Joker, the computer hacker[image: External link] Oracle; Helena Bertinelli[image: External link], the sole surviving member of a mob family turned vigilante, who has worked with Batman on occasion, primarily as the Huntress[image: External link] and as Batgirl for a brief stint; Cassandra Cain[image: External link], the daughter of professional assassins David Cain[image: External link], and Lady Shiva[image: External link], who succeeded Bertinelli as Batgirl.
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Lucius Fox[image: External link], a technology specialist and Bruce Wayne's business manager who is well aware of his employer's clandestine vigilante activities; Dr. Leslie Thompkins[image: External link], a family friend who like Alfred became a surrogate parental figure to Bruce Wayne after the deaths of his parents, and is also aware of his secret identity; Vicki Vale[image: External link], an investigative journalist who often reports on Batman's activities for the Gotham Gazette; Ace the Bat-Hound[image: External link], Batman's canine partner who was predominantly active in the 1950s and 1960s;[98] and Bat-Mite[image: External link], an extra-dimensional imp predominately active in the 1960s who idolizes Batman.[98]
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Main article: Gotham City Police Department[image: External link]


As Batman's ally in the Gotham City police, Commissioner[image: External link] James "Jim" Gordon[image: External link] debuted along with Batman in Detective Comics #27 and has been a consistent presence ever since. As a crime-fighting everyman[image: External link], he shares the Batman's goals while offering, much as the character of Watson[image: External link] does in Sherlock Holmes[image: External link] stories, a normal person's perspective on the work of Batman's extraordinary genius.
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Main article: Justice League[image: External link]


Batman is at times a member of superhero teams such as the Justice League of America[image: External link] and the Outsiders[image: External link]. Batman has often been paired in adventures with his Justice League teammate Superman, notably as the co-stars of World's Finest and Superman/Batman[image: External link] series. In pre-Crisis continuity, the two are depicted as close friends; however, in current continuity, they are still close friends but an uneasy relationship, with an emphasis on their differing views on crime-fighting and justice. In Superman/Batman[image: External link] #3 (December 2003), Superman[image: External link] observes, "Sometimes, I admit, I think of Bruce as a man in a costume. Then, with some gadget from his utility belt, he reminds me that he has an extraordinarily inventive mind. And how lucky I am to be able to call on him."[99]
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Main article: Robin (comics)[image: External link]


Robin, Batman's vigilante partner, has been a widely recognized supporting character for many years.[100] Bill Finger stated that he wanted to include Robin because "Batman didn't have anyone to talk to, and it got a little tiresome always having him thinking."[101] The first Robin, Dick Grayson, was introduced in 1940. In the 1970s he finally grew up, went off to college and became the hero Nightwing[image: External link]. A second Robin, Jason Todd[image: External link], appeared in the 1980s. In the stories he was eventually badly beaten and then killed in an explosion set by the Joker, but was later revived. He used the Joker's old persona, the Red Hood[image: External link], and became an antihero[image: External link] vigilante with no qualms about using firearms[image: External link] or deadly force[image: External link]. Carrie Kelly[image: External link], the first female Robin to appear in Batman stories, was the final Robin in the continuity of Frank Miller's graphic novels The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link] and The Dark Knight Strikes Again[image: External link], fighting alongside an aging Batman in stories set out of the mainstream continuity.

The third Robin in mainstream comics is Tim Drake[image: External link], who first appeared in 1989. He went on to star in his own comic series, and currently goes by Red Robin[image: External link], a variation on the traditional Robin persona. In the first decade of the new millennium, Stephanie Brown[image: External link] served as the fourth in-universe Robin between stints as her self-made vigilante identity The Spoiler, and later as Batgirl[image: External link].[102] After Stephanie Brown's apparent death, Drake resumed the role of Robin for a time. The role eventually passed to Damian Wayne[image: External link], the ten-year-old son of Bruce Wayne and Talia al Ghul[image: External link], in the late 2000s.[103] Damian's tenure as du jour Robin ended when the character was killed off in the pages of Batman Incorporated[image: External link] in 2013.[104] Batman's next young sidekick is Harper Row, a streetwise young woman who avoids the name Robin but followed the ornithological[image: External link] theme nonetheless; she debuted the codename and identity of Bluebird[image: External link] in 2014. Unlike the Robins, Bluebird is willing and permitted to use a gun, albeit non-lethal[image: External link]; her weapon of choice is a modified rifle that fires taser rounds.[105] In 2015, a new series titled We Are Robin[image: External link] will focus on a group of teenagers using the Robin persona to fight crime in Gotham City.
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Helena Wayne[image: External link] is the biological daughter of Bruce Wayne[image: External link] and Selina Kyle[image: External link] of an alternate universe[image: External link] established in the early 1960s ( Multiverse[image: External link]) where the Golden Age[image: External link] stories took place.

Damian Wayne[image: External link] is the biological son of Bruce Wayne and Talia al Ghul[image: External link],[63][106][107] and thus the grandson of Ra's al Ghul[image: External link].

Terry McGinnis[image: External link] is the biological son of Bruce Wayne in the DC animated universe[image: External link], and has taken over the roll as Batman when Bruce has become too elderly to do it.
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Writers have varied in the approach over the years to the "playboy" aspect of Bruce Wayne's persona. Some writers show his playboy reputation as a manufactured illusion to support his mission as Batman, while others have depicted Bruce Wayne as genuinely enjoying the benefits of being "Gotham's most eligible bachelor". Bruce Wayne has been portrayed as being romantically linked with many women throughout his various incarnations. The most significant relationships occurred with Selina Kyle, who is also Catwoman[image: External link][108] and Talia al Ghul[image: External link], as both women gave birth to his biological offsprings, Helena Wayne and Damian Wayne, respectively.

Batman's first romantic interest was Julie Madison[image: External link] in Detective Comics[image: External link] #31 (Sept. 1939[image: External link]), however their romance was short-lived. Some of Batman's romantic interests have been women with a respected status in society, such as Julie Madison[image: External link], Vicki Vale[image: External link], and Silver St. Cloud[image: External link]. Batman has also been romantically involved with allies, such as Kathy Kane (Batwoman)[image: External link], Barbara Gordon (Batgirl)[image: External link], Sasha Bordeaux[image: External link], and Wonder Woman[image: External link], and with villains, such as Selina Kyle (Catwoman)[image: External link], Jezebel Jet, Pamela Isley (Poison Ivy)[image: External link], and Talia al Ghul[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 Catwoman




Main article: Catwoman[image: External link]


While most of Batman's romantic relationships tend to be short in duration, Catwoman[image: External link] has been his most enduring romance throughout the years.[109] The attraction between Batman and Catwoman is present in nearly every version and medium in which the characters appear. Although Catwoman is typically portrayed as a villain, Batman and Catwoman have worked together in achieving common goals and are usually depicted as having a romantic connection.

In an early 1980s storyline, Selina Kyle and Bruce Wayne develop a relationship, in which the closing panel of the final story shows her referring to Batman as "Bruce". However, a change in the editorial team brought a swift end to that storyline and, apparently, all that transpired during the story arc. Out of costume, Bruce and Selina develop a romantic relationship during The Long Halloween[image: External link]. The story shows Selina saving Bruce from Poison Ivy. However, the relationship ends when Bruce rejects her advances twice; once as Bruce and once as Batman. In Batman: Dark Victory[image: External link], he stands her up on two holidays, causing her to leave him for good and to leave Gotham City for a while. When the two meet at an opera many years later, during the events of the twelve-issue story arc called " Hush[image: External link]", Bruce comments that the two no longer have a relationship as Bruce and Selina. However, "Hush" sees Batman and Catwoman allied against the entire rogues gallery[image: External link] and rekindling their romantic relationship. In "'Hush", Batman reveals his true identity to Catwoman.

The Earth-Two Batman[image: External link], a character from a parallel world, partners with and marries the reformed Earth-Two Catwoman, Selina Kyle (as shown in Superman Family[image: External link] #211). They have a daughter named Helena Wayne[image: External link], who becomes the Huntress. Along with Dick Grayson, the Earth-Two Robin[image: External link], the Huntress takes the role as Gotham's protector once Bruce Wayne retires to become police commissioner, a position he occupies until he is killed during one final adventure as Batman.

Batman and Catwoman are shown having a sexual encounter on a rooftop in Catwoman vol. 4, #1 (2011); the same issue implies that the two have an ongoing sexual relationship.[110] Following the 2016 DC Rebirth continuity reboot, the two once again have a sexual encounter on top of a building in Batman vol. 3, #14 (2017).[111]
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Batman's history has undergone various retroactive continuity[image: External link] revisions, both minor and major. Few elements of the character's history have remained constant. Scholars William Uricchio[image: External link] and Roberta E. Pearson noted in the early 1990s, "Unlike some fictional characters, the Batman has no primary urtext set in a specific period, but has rather existed in a plethora of equally valid texts constantly appearing over more than five decades."[112]
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The central fixed event in the Batman stories is the character's origin story[image: External link].[79] As a young boy, Bruce Wayne was horrified and traumatized when he watched his parents, the physician Dr. Thomas Wayne[image: External link] and his wife Martha[image: External link], murdered with a gun by a mugger named Joe Chill[image: External link]. Batman refuses to utilize any sort of gun on the principle that a gun was used to murder his parents. This event drove him to train his body to its peak condition and fight crime in Gotham City[image: External link] as Batman. Pearson and Uricchio also noted beyond the origin story and such events as the introduction of Robin, "Until recently, the fixed and accruing and hence, canonized, events have been few in number",[79] a situation altered by an increased effort by later Batman editors such as Dennis O'Neil to ensure consistency and continuity between stories.[113]
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See also: Batman (Earth-Two)[image: External link]


In Batman's first appearance in Detective Comics #27, he is already operating as a crime-fighter.[114] Batman's origin is first presented in Detective Comics #33 (November 1939) and is later expanded upon in Batman #47. As these comics state, Bruce Wayne is born to Dr. Thomas Wayne and his wife Martha, two very wealthy and charitable Gotham City[image: External link] socialites. Bruce is brought up in Wayne Manor[image: External link], and leads a happy and privileged existence until the age of eight, when his parents are killed by a small-time criminal named Joe Chill[image: External link] while on their way home from a movie theater. That night, Bruce Wayne swears an oath to spend his life fighting crime. He engages in intense intellectual and physical training; however, he realizes that these skills alone would not be enough. "Criminals are a superstitious cowardly lot", Wayne remarks, "so my disguise must be able to strike terror into their hearts. I must be a creature of the night, black, terrible ..." As if responding to his desires, a bat[image: External link] suddenly flies through the window, inspiring Bruce to craft the Batman persona.[115]

In early strips, Batman's career as a vigilante earns him the ire of the police. During this period, Bruce Wayne has a fiancée named Julie Madison[image: External link].[116] In Detective Comics #38, Wayne takes in an orphaned circus acrobat, Dick Grayson[image: External link], who becomes his vigilante partner, Robin[image: External link]. Batman also becomes a founding member of the Justice Society of America[image: External link],[117] although he, like Superman, is an honorary member,[118] and thus only participates occasionally. Batman's relationship with the law thaws quickly, and he is made an honorary member of Gotham City's police department[image: External link].[119] During this time, Alfred Pennyworth[image: External link] arrives at Wayne Manor, and after deducing the Dynamic Duo's secret identities, joins their service as their butler.[120]
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The Silver Age of Comic Books[image: External link] in DC Comics is sometimes held to have begun in 1956 when the publisher introduced Barry Allen[image: External link] as a new, updated version of The Flash[image: External link]. Batman is not significantly changed by the late 1950s for the continuity which would be later referred to as Earth-One[image: External link]. The lighter tone Batman had taken in the period between the Golden and Silver Ages led to the stories of the late 1950s and early 1960s that often feature many science-fiction elements, and Batman is not significantly updated in the manner of other characters until Detective Comics #327 (May 1964), in which Batman reverts to his detective roots, with most science-fiction elements jettisoned from the series.

After the introduction of DC Comics' multiverse[image: External link] in the 1960s, DC established that stories from the Golden Age star the Earth-Two Batman[image: External link], a character from a parallel world. This version of Batman partners with and marries the reformed Earth-Two Catwoman, Selina Kyle. The two have a daughter, Helena Wayne[image: External link], who becomes the Huntress. She assumes the position as Gotham's protector along with Dick Grayson, the Earth-Two Robin[image: External link], once Bruce Wayne retires to become police commissioner. Wayne holds the position of police commissioner until he is killed during one final adventure as Batman. Batman titles however often ignored that a distinction had been made between the pre-revamp and post-revamp Batmen (since unlike The Flash or Green Lantern[image: External link], Batman comics had been published without interruption through the 1950s) and would occasionally make reference to stories from the Golden Age.[121] Nevertheless, details of Batman's history were altered or expanded upon through the decades. Additions include meetings with a future Superman during his youth, his upbringing by his uncle Philip Wayne (introduced in Batman #208, January/February 1969) after his parents' death, and appearances of his father and himself as prototypical versions of Batman and Robin, respectively.[122][123] In 1980 then-editor Paul Levitz[image: External link] commissioned the Untold Legend of the Batman limited series[image: External link] to thoroughly chronicle Batman's origin and history.

Batman meets and regularly works with other heroes during the Silver Age, most notably Superman, whom he began regularly working alongside in a series of team-ups in World's Finest Comics[image: External link], starting in 1954 and continuing through the series' cancellation in 1986. Batman and Superman are usually depicted as close friends. As a founding member of the Justice League of America[image: External link], Batman appears in its first story, in 1960's Brave and the Bold[image: External link] #28. In the 1970s and 1980s, Brave and the Bold became a Batman title, in which Batman teams up with a different DC Universe[image: External link] superhero each month.
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In 1969, Dick Grayson attends college as part of DC Comics' effort to revise the Batman comics. Additionally, Batman also moves from his mansion, Wayne Manor[image: External link] into a penthouse apartment[image: External link] atop the Wayne Foundation building in downtown Gotham City, in order to be closer to Gotham City's crime. Batman spends the 1970s and early 1980s mainly working solo, with occasional team-ups with Robin and/or Batgirl. Batman's adventures also become somewhat darker and more grim during this period, depicting increasingly violent crimes, including the first appearance (since the early Golden Age) of the Joker as a homicidal psychopath[image: External link], and the arrival of Ra's al Ghul[image: External link], a centuries-old terrorist who knows Batman's secret identity. In the 1980s, Dick Grayson becomes Nightwing[image: External link].[7]

In the final issue of Brave and the Bold in 1983, Batman quits the Justice League and forms a new group called the Outsiders[image: External link]. He serves as the team's leader until Batman and the Outsiders #32 (1986) and the comic subsequently changed its title.
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After the 12-issue limited series[image: External link] Crisis on Infinite Earths, DC Comics retconned[image: External link] the histories of some major characters in an attempt at updating them for contemporary audiences. Frank Miller retold Batman's origin in the storyline "Year One[image: External link]" from Batman #404–407, which emphasizes a grittier tone in the character.[124] Though the Earth-Two Batman is erased from history, many stories of Batman's Silver Age/Earth-One career (along with an amount of Golden Age ones) remain canonical in the post-Crisis universe, with his origins remaining the same in essence, despite alteration. For example, Gotham's police are mostly corrupt, setting up further need for Batman's existence. The guardian Phillip Wayne is removed leaving young Bruce to be raised by Alfred Pennyworth. Additionally, Batman is no longer a founding member of the Justice League of America, although he becomes leader for a short time of a new incarnation of the team launched in 1987. To help fill in the revised backstory for Batman following Crisis, DC launched a new Batman title called Legends of the Dark Knight[image: External link] in 1989 and has published various miniseries and one-shot stories since then that largely take place during the "Year One" period.

Subsequently, Batman begins exhibiting an excessive, reckless approach to his crime-fighting, a result of the pain of losing Jason Todd. Batman works solo until the decade's close, when Tim Drake[image: External link] becomes the new Robin.[125]

Many of the major Batman storylines since the 1990s have been inter-title crossovers that run for a number of issues. In 1993, DC published " Knightfall[image: External link]". During the storyline's first phase, the new villain Bane paralyzes Batman, leading Wayne to ask Azrael[image: External link] to take on the role. After the end of "Knightfall", the storylines split in two directions, following both the Azrael-Batman's adventures, and Bruce Wayne's quest to become Batman once more. The story arcs realign in "KnightsEnd", as Azrael becomes increasingly violent and is defeated by a healed Bruce Wayne. Wayne hands the Batman mantle to Dick Grayson (then Nightwing) for an interim period, while Wayne trains for a return to the role.[126]

The 1994 company-wide crossover storyline "Zero Hour[image: External link]" changes aspects of DC continuity again, including those of Batman. Noteworthy among these changes is that the general populace and the criminal element now considers Batman an urban legend rather than a known force.

Batman once again becomes a member of the Justice League[image: External link] during Grant Morrison's 1996 relaunch of the series, titled JLA. During this time, Gotham City faces catastrophe in the decade's closing crossover arc. In 1998's " Cataclysm[image: External link]" storyline, Gotham City is devastated by an earthquake and ultimately cut off from the United States. Deprived of many of his technological resources, Batman fights to reclaim the city from legions of gangs during 1999's "No Man's Land[image: External link]".

Meanwhile, Batman's relationship with the Gotham City Police Department changed for the worse with the events of "Batman: Officer Down" and "Batman: War Games/War Crimes"; Batman's long-time law enforcement allies Commissioner Gordon and Harvey Bullock[image: External link] are forced out of the police department in "Officer Down", while "War Games" and "War Crimes" saw Batman become a wanted fugitive after a contingency plan of his to neutralize Gotham City's criminal underworld is accidentally triggered, resulting in a massive gang war that ends with the sadistic[image: External link] Black Mask[image: External link] the undisputed ruler of the city's criminal gangs. Lex Luthor[image: External link] arranges for the murder of Batman's on-again, off-again love interest Vesper (introduced in the mid-1990s) during the "Bruce Wayne: Murderer?" and "Bruce Wayne: Fugitive[image: External link]" story arcs. Though Batman is able to clear his name, he loses another ally in the form of his new bodyguard Sasha, who is recruited into the organization known as "Checkmate" while stuck in prison due to her refusal to turn state's evidence against her employer. While he was unable to prove that Luthor was behind the murder of Vesper, Batman does get his revenge with help from Talia al Ghul[image: External link] in Superman/Batman[image: External link] #1–6.
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DC Comics' 2005 limited series[image: External link] Identity Crisis[image: External link] reveals that JLA member Zatanna[image: External link] had altered Batman's memories to prevent him from stopping the Justice League from lobotomizing[image: External link] Dr. Light[image: External link] after he raped Sue Dibny[image: External link]. Batman later creates the Brother I[image: External link] satellite surveillance system to watch over and if necessary, kill the other heroes after he remembered. The revelation of Batman's creation and his tacit responsibility for Blue Beetle's death becomes a driving force in the lead-up to the Infinite Crisis[image: External link] miniseries, which again restructures DC continuity. Batman and a team of superheroes destroy Brother Eye and the OMACs, though at the very end Batman reaches his apparent breaking point when Alexander Luthor Jr. seriously wounds Nightwing. Picking up a gun, Batman nearly shoots Luthor in order to avenge his former sidekick, until Wonder Woman convinces him to not pull the trigger.

Following Infinite Crisis, Bruce Wayne, Dick Grayson (having recovered from his wounds), and Tim Drake retrace the steps Bruce had taken when he originally left Gotham City, to "rebuild Batman".[127] In the Face the Face[image: External link] storyline, Batman and Robin return to Gotham City after their year-long absence. Part of this absence is captured during Week 30 of the 52 series, which shows Batman fighting his inner demons.[128] Later on in 52, Batman is shown undergoing an intense meditation ritual in Nanda Parbat[image: External link]. This becomes an important part of the regular Batman title, which reveals that Batman is reborn as a more effective crime fighter while undergoing this ritual, having "hunted down and ate" the last traces of fear in his mind.[129][130] At the end of the "Face the Face" story arc, Bruce officially adopts Tim (who had lost both of his parents at various points in the character's history) as his son.[131] The follow-up story arc in Batman, Batman and Son[image: External link], introduces Damian Wayne[image: External link], who is Batman's son with Talia al Ghul[image: External link]. Although originally in Son of the Demon[image: External link], Bruce's coupling with Talia was implied to be consensual, this arc ret-conned it into Talia forcing herself on Bruce.[132]

Batman, along with Superman and Wonder Woman, reforms the Justice League in the new Justice League of America series,[133] and is leading the newest incarnation of the Outsiders[image: External link].[134]

Grant Morrison[image: External link]'s 2008 storyline, "Batman R.I.P.[image: External link]" featured Batman being physically and mentally broken by the enigmatic villain Doctor Hurt[image: External link] and attracted news coverage in advance of its highly promoted conclusion, which would speculated to feature the death of Bruce Wayne.[135][136] However, though Batman is shown to possibly perish at the end of the arc, the two-issue arc "Last Rites", which leads into the crossover storylines "Final Crisis[image: External link]", shows that Batman survives his helicopter crash into the Gotham City River and returns to the Batcave, only to be summoned to the Hall of Justice by the JLA to help investigate the New God[image: External link] Orion[image: External link]'s death. The story ends with Batman retrieving the god-killing bullet used to kill Orion, setting up its use in "Final Crisis".[137] In the pages of Final Crisis Batman is reduced to a charred skeleton.[138] In Final Crisis #7 Wayne is shown witnessing the passing of the first man, Anthro[image: External link].[139][140] Wayne's "death" sets up the three-issue Battle for the Cowl[image: External link] miniseries in which Wayne's ex-proteges compete for the "right" to assume the role of Batman, which concludes with Grayson becoming Batman,[141] while Tim Drake takes on the identity of Red Robin[image: External link].[142] Dick and Damian continue as Batman and Robin, and in the crossover storyline "Blackest Night[image: External link]", what appears to be Bruce's corpse is reanimated as a Black Lantern[image: External link] zombie[image: External link],[143] but is later shown that Bruce's corpse is one of Darkseid's failed Batman clones. Dick and Batman's other friends conclude that Bruce is alive.[144][145]
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Bruce subsequently returns in Morrison's miniseries Batman: The Return of Bruce Wayne[image: External link], which depicts his travels through time from prehistory[image: External link] to present-day Gotham.[146][147][148] Bruce's return sets up Batman Incorporated[image: External link], an ongoing series which focuses on Wayne franchising the Batman identity across the globe, allowing Dick and Damian to continue as Gotham's Dynamic Duo. Bruce publicly announces that Wayne Enterprises will aid Batman on his mission, known as "Batman, Incorporated". However, due to rebooted continuity that occurred as part of DC Comics' 2011 relaunch of all of its comic books, the New 52[image: External link], Dick Grayson is restored as Nightwing with Wayne serving as the sole Batman once again. The relaunch also interrupts the publication of Batman, Incorporated, which resumed its story in 2012–2013 with changes to suit the new status quo.
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Batman has become a pop culture icon, recognized around the world. The character's presence has extended beyond his comic book origins; events such as the release of the 1989 Batman film and its accompanying merchandising "brought the Batman to the forefront of public consciousness".[149] In an article commemorating the sixtieth anniversary of the character, The Guardian[image: External link] wrote, "Batman is a figure blurred by the endless reinvention that is modern mass culture. He is at once an icon and a commodity: the perfect cultural artefact for the 21st century."[150]
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Main article: Batman franchise media[image: External link]


The character of Batman has appeared in various media aside from comic books, such as newspaper syndicated comic strips[image: External link], books, radio dramas, television, a stage show[image: External link], and several theatrical feature films[image: External link]. The first adaptation of Batman was as a daily newspaper comic strip which premiered on October 25, 1943.[151] That same year the character was adapted in the 15-part serial[image: External link] Batman[image: External link], with Lewis Wilson[image: External link] becoming the first actor to portray Batman on screen. While Batman never had a radio series of his own, the character made occasional guest appearances in The Adventures of Superman[image: External link] starting in 1945 on occasions when Superman voice actor Bud Collyer[image: External link] needed time off.[152] A second movie serial, Batman and Robin[image: External link], followed in 1949, with Robert Lowery[image: External link] taking over the role of Batman. The exposure provided by these adaptations during the 1940s "helped make [Batman] a household name for millions who never bought a comic book".[152]

In the 1964 publication of Donald Barthelme[image: External link]'s collection of short stories "Come Back, Dr. Caligari", Barthelme wrote "The Joker's Greatest Triumph". Batman is portrayed for purposes of spoof as a pretentious French-speaking rich man.[153]
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The Batman[image: External link] television series, starring Adam West[image: External link], premiered in January 1966 on the ABC television network. Inflected with a camp[image: External link] sense of humor, the show became a pop culture phenomenon. In his memoir, Back to the Batcave, West notes his dislike for the term 'camp' as it was applied to the 1960s series, opining that the show was instead a farce[image: External link] or lampoon[image: External link], and a deliberate one, at that. The series ran for 120 episodes; ending in 1968. In between the first and second season of the Batman television series, the cast and crew made the theatrical film Batman[image: External link] (1966). The Who[image: External link] recorded the theme song from the Batman show for their 1966 EP Ready Steady Who[image: External link], and The Kinks[image: External link] performed the theme song on their 1967 album Live at Kelvin Hall[image: External link].

The popularity of the Batman TV series also resulted in the first animated adaptation of Batman in The Batman/Superman Hour[image: External link];[154] the Batman segments of the series were repackaged as The Adventures of Batman[image: External link] and Batman with Robin the Boy Wonder which produced thirty-three episodes between 1968 and 1977. From 1973 until 1986, Batman had a starring role in ABC's Super Friends[image: External link] series; which was animated by Hanna-Barbera[image: External link]. Olan Soule[image: External link] was the voice of Batman in all these shows, but was eventually replaced during Super Friends by Adam West, who also voiced the character in Filmation[image: External link]'s 1977 series The New Adventures of Batman[image: External link].

In 1992, Batman: The Animated Series[image: External link] premiered on the Fox[image: External link] television network; produced by Warner Bros. Animation[image: External link] and featuring Kevin Conroy[image: External link] as the voice of Batman. The series received considerable acclaim for its darker tone, mature writing, stylistic design, and thematic complexity compared to previous superhero cartoons,[155][156] in addition to multiple Emmy Awards[image: External link].[157] The series' success led to the theatrical film Batman: Mask of the Phantasm[image: External link] (1993),[158] as well as various spin-off[image: External link] TV series; including Superman: The Animated Series[image: External link], The New Batman Adventures[image: External link], Justice League[image: External link] and Justice League Unlimited[image: External link] (each of which also featured Conroy as Batman's voice). The futuristic series Batman Beyond[image: External link] also took place in this same animated continuity and featured a newer, younger Batman[image: External link] voiced by Will Friedle[image: External link], with the elderly Bruce Wayne (again voiced by Conroy) as a mentor.

In 2004, an unrelated animated series titled The Batman[image: External link] made its debut with Rino Romano[image: External link] voicing Batman. In 2008, this show was replaced by another animated series, Batman: The Brave and the Bold[image: External link], featuring Diedrich Bader[image: External link]'s voice as Batman. In 2013, a new CGI[image: External link]-animated series titled Beware the Batman[image: External link] made its debut, with Anthony Ruivivar[image: External link] voicing Batman.[159]

In 2014, the live-action TV series Gotham[image: External link] premiered on the Fox network, featuring David Mazouz[image: External link] as a 12-year-old Bruce Wayne.

To commemorate the 75th anniversary of the character, Warner Bros aired the television short film[image: External link], Batman: Strange Days[image: External link], that was also posted on DC's YouTube channel.
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Main article: Batman in film[image: External link]


In 1989, Warner Bros. released the live-action feature film Batman[image: External link]; directed by Tim Burton[image: External link] and starring Michael Keaton[image: External link] as the title character. The film was a huge success; not only was it the top-grossing film of the year, but at the time was the fifth highest-grossing film in history.[160] The film also won the Academy Award for Best Art Direction[image: External link].[161] The film's success spawned three sequels: Batman Returns[image: External link] (1992), Batman Forever[image: External link] (1995) and Batman & Robin[image: External link] (1997); the latter two of which were directed by Joel Schumacher[image: External link] instead of Burton, and replaced Keaton as Batman with Val Kilmer[image: External link] and George Clooney, respectively. The second Schumacher film failed to outgross any of its predecessors and was critically panned; causing Warner Bros. to cancel the planned fourth sequel, Batman Unchained[image: External link],[162] and end the initial film series[image: External link].

In 2005, Batman Begins[image: External link] was released by Warner Bros. as a reboot[image: External link] of the film series; directed by Christopher Nolan and starring Christian Bale as Batman. Its sequel, The Dark Knight[image: External link] (2008), set the record for the highest grossing opening weekend of all time in the U.S., earning approximately $158 million,[163] and became the fastest film to reach the $400 million mark in the history of American cinema (eighteenth day of release).[164] These record-breaking attendances saw The Dark Knight end its run as the second-highest domestic grossing film (at the time) with $533 million, bested then only by Titanic.[165] The film also won two Academy Awards, including Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] for the late Heath Ledger.[166] It was eventually followed by The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link] (2012), which served as a conclusion to Nolan's film series[image: External link].

Since 2008, Batman has also starred in various direct-to-video animated films under the DC Universe Animated Original Movies[image: External link] banner. Kevin Conroy has reprised his voice role of Batman for several of these films, while others have featured celebrity voice actors in the role; including Jeremy Sisto[image: External link], William Baldwin[image: External link], Bruce Greenwood[image: External link], Ben McKenzie[image: External link], and Peter Weller[image: External link].[167] A Lego[image: External link]-themed version of Batman was also featured as one of the protagonists in the animated film The Lego Movie[image: External link] (2014), with Will Arnett[image: External link] providing the voice.[168] Arnett reprised the voice role for the spin-off film The Lego Batman Movie[image: External link] (2017).[169]

In 2016, Ben Affleck began portraying Batman in the DC Extended Universe with the release of the film Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice, directed by Zack Snyder[image: External link].[170] Affleck also made a cameo appearance as Batman in David Ayer[image: External link]'s film Suicide Squad (2016).[171] Affleck will reprise the role again in the upcoming 2017 film Justice League[172] and will star in an upcoming Batman film,[173] also set in the DC Extended Universe.[174][175][176]
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See also: List of Batman video games[image: External link]


Since 1986, Batman has starred in multiple video games, most of which were adaptations of the various cinematic or animated incarnations of the character. Among the most successful of these games is the Batman: Arkham[image: External link] series. The first installment, Batman: Arkham Asylum[image: External link] (2009), was released by Rocksteady Studios[image: External link] to critical acclaim; review aggregator Metacritic[image: External link] reports it as having received 92% positive reviews.[177] It was followed by the sequel Batman: Arkham City[image: External link] (2011), which also received widespread acclaim and holds a Metacritic ranking of 94%.[178] A prequel game titled Batman: Arkham Origins[image: External link] (2013) was later released by WB Games Montréal[image: External link].[179] A fourth game titled Batman: Arkham Knight[image: External link] (2015) has also been released by Rocksteady.[180] As with most animated Batman productions, Kevin Conroy[image: External link] has provided the voice of the character for these games; excluding Arkham Origins, in which the younger Batman is voiced by Roger Craig Smith[image: External link]. In 2016, Telltale Games released Batman: The Telltale Series[image: External link] adventure game, which changed the Wayne Family's history as it is depicted in the Batman mythos.[181]
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 Gay interpretations




Further information: Homosexuality in the Batman franchise[image: External link]


Gay interpretations of the character have been part of the academic study of Batman since psychologist Fredric Wertham[image: External link] asserted in Seduction of the Innocent[image: External link] in 1954 that "Batman stories are psychologically homosexual ... The Batman type of story may stimulate children to homosexual fantasies, of the nature of which they may be unconscious."[182] Andy Medhurst wrote in his 1991 essay "Batman, Deviance, and Camp" that Batman is interesting to gay audiences because "he was one of the first fictional characters to be attacked on the grounds of his presumed homosexuality".[183] Professor of film and cultural studies Will Brooker[image: External link] argues the validity of a queer reading of Batman, and that gay readers would naturally find themselves drawn to the lifestyle depicted within, whether the character of Bruce Wayne himself were explicitly gay or not. He also identifies a homophobic element to the vigor with which mainstream fandom rejects the possibility of a gay reading of the character.[184]

Creators associated with the character have expressed their own opinions. Writer Alan Grant has stated, "The Batman I wrote for 13 years isn't gay ... everybody's Batman all the way back to Bob Kane ... none of them wrote him as a gay character. Only Joel Schumacher might have had an opposing view."[185] Frank Miller views the character as sublimating his sexual urges into crimefighting, concluding, "He'd be much healthier if he were gay."[186] Grant Morrison[image: External link] said that "Gayness is built into Batman ... Obviously as a fictional character he's intended to be heterosexual, but the basis of the whole concept is utterly gay. I think that's why people like it. All these women fancy him and they all wear fetish clothes and jump around rooftops to get to him. He doesn't care—he's more interested in hanging out with the old guy and the kid."[187]

In 2000, DC refused permission for the reprinting of four panels (from Batman #79, 92, 105, and 139) to illustrate Christopher York's paper All in the Family: Homophobia and Batman Comics in the 1950s.[188] In 2005, painter Mark Chamberlain displayed a number of watercolors[image: External link] depicting both Batman and Robin in suggestive and sexually explicit poses,[189] prompting DC to threaten legal action.[190]
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Batman has been the subject of psychological study for some time, and there have been a number of interpretations into the character's psyche.

Travis Langley argues in Batman and Psychology: A Dark and Stormy Knight that the concept of archetypes as described by psychologists Carl Jung[image: External link] and Joseph Campbell[image: External link] is seen in the Batman mythos, such that the character represents the "Shadow archetype". This archetype, according to Langley, represents a person's own dark side; it is not necessarily an evil one, but rather one that is hidden from the outside and concealed from both the world and oneself. Langley argues that Bruce Wayne confronts his own darkness early in life; he chooses to use it to instill fear in wrongdoers, with his bright and dark sides working together to fight evil. Langley uses the Jungian perspective to assert that Batman appeals to our own need to face our "Shadow selves".[191][192]
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DC Extended Universe






The DC Extended Universe (DCEU) is an American media franchise[image: External link] and shared universe[image: External link] that is centered on a series[image: External link] of superhero films[image: External link], distributed by Warner Bros. Pictures, based on characters that appear in publications by DC Comics[image: External link]. The shared universe, much like the original DC Universe[image: External link] in comic books, was established by crossing over[image: External link] common plot elements, settings, cast, and characters. The films have been in production since 2011 and in that time Warner Bros. has distributed four films with more than ten in various stages of production. The series has grossed over $2.7 billion at the global box office, currently making it the nineteenth highest-grossing film franchise[image: External link].

The films are written and directed by a variety of individuals and feature large, often ensemble[image: External link], casts. Several actors, including Henry Cavill[image: External link], Ben Affleck, Gal Gadot[image: External link], Ezra Miller[image: External link], Jason Momoa[image: External link], and Ray Fisher[image: External link], are set to appear in numerous films. In May 2016, DC's chief creative officer[image: External link] Geoff Johns[image: External link] and Warner Bros. executive vice president Jon Berg were appointed to co-run the DC Films division and oversee creative decisions, production and story-arcs in order to create a cohesive overarching plot within the films.

The first film in the DCEU was Man of Steel[image: External link] (2013), which was followed by Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice (2016), Suicide Squad (2016), and Wonder Woman[image: External link] (2017). Future films include Justice League (2017), Aquaman[image: External link] (2018), Shazam (2019), Cyborg (2020), and Green Lantern Corps (2020). Other projects are also in development, including sequels to Suicide Squad and Justice League, Gotham City Sirens, a film centered on the Justice League Dark[image: External link], a second Superman[image: External link] solo film, and solo films for Batman, Batgirl[image: External link], Black Adam[image: External link], The Flash[image: External link], and Nightwing[image: External link].
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 Development




In 2002, Wolfgang Petersen[image: External link] was set to direct a Batman vs. Superman[image: External link] film from a script by Akiva Goldsman.[4] Warner Bros. canceled development to focus on individual Superman and Batman projects after J. J. Abrams[image: External link] submitted another draft for Superman: Flyby.[5][6] In February 2007, Warner Bros. hired husband and wife duo Michele and Kieran Mulroney[image: External link] to write a script for a Justice League[image: External link] film.[7] Christian Bale, who starred as Batman in Batman Begins[image: External link] (2005), was not approached to reprise the role,[8] nor was Brandon Routh[image: External link], who starred as Superman in Superman Returns[image: External link] (2006).[9] George Miller was hired to direct the film,[10] reportedly titled Justice League Mortal,[11] with Armie Hammer[image: External link] cast as Batman, D. J. Cotrona[image: External link] as Superman, Adam Brody[image: External link] as Flash, Santiago Cabrera[image: External link] as Aquaman, Common[image: External link] as Green Lantern, Megan Gale[image: External link] as Wonder Woman, Hugh Keays-Byrne[image: External link] as Martian Manhunter[image: External link] and Jay Baruchel[image: External link] as Maxwell Lord[image: External link].[12] The project was put on indefinite hold in January 2008, after failing to secure tax breaks[image: External link] for filming in Australia, as well as the 2007–2008 Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link] preventing progress on the script.[13]

In 2013, a reboot[image: External link] of the Superman franchise[image: External link], Man of Steel[image: External link], was set to lay the groundwork for future DC films.[14] The film contained references to other characters in the DC Universe[image: External link], so if it were a success, it could launch a shared universe.[15][16] Days before Man of Steel's release in June, it was reported that director Zack Snyder[image: External link] and screenwriter David S. Goyer[image: External link] would be returning for a sequel, which was being fast-tracked by Warner Bros.[17] In July, at San Diego Comic-Con, it was revealed that the sequel would include Batman in a main role, thus establishing the shared universe.[18][19] In October 2014, Warner Bros. announced a slate of ten DC films.[20]

Upon announcement, the universe was commonly called the "DC Cinematic Universe" by fans and the media, in keeping with the naming convention of the already established Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link] (MCU).[21][22][23] In July 2015, the release of the September 2015 issue of Empire[image: External link] confirmed the universe name as the "DC Extended Universe" (DCEU).[24][25] While the MCU includes television productions, the DCEU is a shared continuity for films. Several television series featuring DC characters and storylines have their own shared continuity, frequently referred to as the Arrowverse[image: External link].[26] DC's chief creative officer[image: External link] Geoff Johns[image: External link] explained DC's difference in approach to Marvel Studios[image: External link] and their cinematic universe, saying, "We look at it as the multiverse[image: External link]. We have our TV universe and our film universe, but they all co-exist. For us, creatively, it’s about allowing everyone to make the best possible product, to tell the best story, to do the best world. Everyone has a vision and you really want to let the visions shine through ... It's just a different approach."[27] In June 2015, Warner Bros. president of creative development Greg Silverman expanded on DC's approach to their cinematic universe, saying, "We ... take these beloved characters and put them in the hands of master filmmakers and make sure they all coordinate with each other. You'll see the difference when you see ... the things that we are working on."[28]

In May 2016, following criticism of Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice, Warner Bros. established a DC Films division with Geoff Johns and Warner Bros. executive vice president Jon Berg as its heads,[29] which oversees production to form a cohesive creative direction for the DC Extended Universe.[30][31] DC Films will not be fully autonomous, with Johns reporting to DC president Diane Nelson[image: External link] and Berg reporting to Silverman.[30] Charles Roven[image: External link] was also moved from his day-by-day producer role on future DC films, which he had served since 2005's Batman Begins, to an administrative executive producer role.[32] In December, Silverman was ousted from his role in Warner Bros., and Toby Emmerich[image: External link] was promoted to president and chief content officer, in his place.[33] As of January 2017, Johns and Berg report to Emmerich.[34]
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 Films






	Film
	U.S. release date
	Director(s)
	Screenwriter(s)
	Story by
	Producer(s)



	Man of Steel[image: External link]
	June 14, 2013
	Zack Snyder[image: External link]
	David S. Goyer[image: External link]
	David S. Goyer and Christopher Nolan
	Charles Roven[image: External link], Christopher Nolan, Emma Thomas[image: External link] and Deborah Snyder[image: External link]



	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice
	March 25, 2016
	Chris Terrio and David S. Goyer
	Charles Roven and Deborah Snyder



	Suicide Squad
	August 5, 2016
	David Ayer[image: External link]
	Charles Roven and Richard Suckle[image: External link]



	Wonder Woman[image: External link]
	June 2, 2017
	Patty Jenkins[image: External link]
	Allan Heinberg[image: External link]
	Zack Snyder & Allan Heinberg and Jason Fuchs[image: External link]
	Charles Roven, Deborah Snyder, Zack Snyder and Richard Suckle
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 Man of Steel (2013)




Main article: Man of Steel (film)[image: External link]


Clark Kent / Kal-El, who arrived on Earth years ago from Krypton[image: External link], struggles with why he was sent to Earth. Raised by his adoptive parents, Jonathan and Martha Kent[image: External link], Kent adopts the persona " Superman[image: External link]", and learn if his abilities are meant to maintain peace or conquer the world.[35]

During story discussions for The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link], David S. Goyer[image: External link] told Christopher Nolan his idea regarding how to present Superman in a modern context.[36] Impressed with Goyer's concept, Nolan pitched the idea to the studio,[37] who hired Nolan to produce and Goyer to write based on the financial and critical success of The Dark Knight[image: External link].[38][39] Zack Snyder[image: External link] was hired in October 2010 to direct the film.[40] In January 2011, Henry Cavill[image: External link] was cast as Clark Kent / Superman.[41] Other cast members included Amy Adams as Lois Lane[image: External link],[42] Michael Shannon[image: External link] as the villain General Zod[image: External link],[43] Diane Lane[image: External link] as Martha Kent,[44] Kevin Costner as Jonathan Kent,[45] Russell Crowe[image: External link] as Jor-El[image: External link],[46] and Laurence Fishburne[image: External link] as Perry White[image: External link].[47] Principal photography[image: External link] began on August 1, 2011.[48] Man of Steel released in North America on June 14, 2013.[49]
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 Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice (2016)




Main article: Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice


Gotham City[image: External link]-based vigilante Batman travels to Metropolis[image: External link] to preemptively combat Superman[image: External link], fearing what would happen if the latter is kept unchecked, while another threat endangers humankind.[50]

In June 2013, it was reported that Snyder and Goyer would be returning for a sequel to Man of Steel, which was being fast-tracked by Warner Bros.[17] Nolan was involved in an advisory role as executive producer.[51] In July, at the San Diego Comic-Con, Warner Bros. announced that Superman and Batman would meet for the first time in a cinematic format in the film, which would be the follow-up to Man of Steel and a reboot of the Batman film series[image: External link].[18][19] According to Snyder, the film took inspiration from the comic The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link].[52] Cavill, Adams, Lane, and Fishburne reprised their roles.[53] In August, Ben Affleck was cast as Bruce Wayne / Batman.[54] In December, Gal Gadot[image: External link] was cast as Diana Prince / Wonder Woman[image: External link], marking the character's first appearance in a live-action theatrical film.[55] Later in the month, Chris Terrio was hired to rewrite Goyer's script.[56] In January 2014, the film was delayed from its July 17, 2015, release date to May 6, 2016, to give the filmmakers "time to realize fully their vision, given the complex visual nature of the story".[57] Later that month, Jesse Eisenberg[image: External link] and Jeremy Irons[image: External link] joined the cast as Lex Luthor[image: External link] and Alfred Pennyworth[image: External link], respectively.[58] In May 2014, the film's title was revealed to be Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice.[59] Initial filming occurred on October 19, 2013, at East Los Angeles College[image: External link],[60] before full principal photography[image: External link] began on May 21, 2014, in Detroit[image: External link].[61] Production also took place in Illinois[image: External link], New Mexico[image: External link], Africa[image: External link] and the South Pacific.[61][62] After another date change, the film was released in North America on March 25, 2016.[63]

The film is set 18 months after the events of Man of Steel.[64] Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice introduced Ezra Miller[image: External link] as Barry Allen / The Flash[image: External link], Jason Momoa[image: External link] as Arthur Curry / Aquaman[image: External link] and Ray Fisher[image: External link] as Victor Stone / Cyborg[image: External link], whose roles will be expanded upon in future films.[65][66][53] The film also introduced Steppenwolf[image: External link], who will serve as the main antagonist in Justice League, through a brief scene. The scene was not included in the film's theatrical release, but instead was revealed online by Warner Bros. on March 28,[67] before being included in the Ultimate Edition home video release.[68]
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 Suicide Squad (2016)




Main article: Suicide Squad (film)


A secret government agency recruits imprisoned supervillains to execute dangerous black ops missions in exchange for clemency and rescue the world from a powerful threat.[69]

In February 2009, prior to the development of the DCEU, Warner Bros. was developing a Suicide Squad[image: External link] film, with Dan Lin[image: External link] producing and Justin Marks writing the script.[70] In October 2014, Suicide Squad was announced by Warner Bros., with David Ayer[image: External link] confirmed as director.[20] In December, it was revealed that Ayer would also be writing the screenplay.[71] The main cast included Will Smith[image: External link] as Deadshot[image: External link], Margot Robbie[image: External link] as Harley Quinn[image: External link], Jared Leto[image: External link] as the Joker[image: External link], Jai Courtney[image: External link] as Captain Boomerang[image: External link], Jay Hernandez[image: External link] as El Diablo[image: External link], Adewale Akinnuoye-Agbaje[image: External link] as Killer Croc[image: External link], Karen Fukuhara[image: External link] as Katana[image: External link], Cara Delevingne[image: External link] as Enchantress[image: External link], Viola Davis as Amanda Waller[image: External link], and Joel Kinnaman[image: External link] as Rick Flag[image: External link].[72] Tom Hardy[image: External link] was originally cast as Rick Flag, but dropped out due to scheduling issues with his film The Revenant.[73] Principal photography commenced April 13, 2015,[74] and took place in and around Toronto[image: External link].[75] Filming concluded August 28, 2015.[76] Suicide Squad was released in North America on August 5, 2016.[77]

The film is set after the events of Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice.[78] Affleck as Bruce Wayne / Batman and Miller as The Flash made appearances in the film.[78] In a mid-credits scene[image: External link], Waller meets Wayne in a restaurant and hands him a dossier containing information on future members of the Justice League[image: External link].[79]
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 Wonder Woman (2017)




Main article: Wonder Woman (2017 film)[image: External link]


Diana of Themyscira[image: External link], an Amazon warrior who also is the demigoddess daughter of the god Zeus[image: External link], uses her talents and abilities in order to help humanity during World War I[image: External link].

In December 2013, Gal Gadot[image: External link] was cast as Diana Prince / Wonder Woman and signed a three-picture deal which included a solo film.[55][80] In October 2014, Wonder Woman was announced by Warner Bros.[20] In November, Michelle MacLaren[image: External link] was confirmed to direct the film from a screenplay by Jason Fuchs[image: External link].[81][82] In April 2015, MacLaren left the project due to creative differences.[83] Later that month, Patty Jenkins[image: External link] was announced as the new director of the film.[84] In July, Chris Pine[image: External link] was cast as Steve Trevor[image: External link].[85] Other cast members include Connie Nielsen[image: External link] as Queen Hippolyta[image: External link], Robin Wright[image: External link] as General Antiope[image: External link], Danny Huston[image: External link] as Erich Ludendorff[image: External link], Elena Anaya[image: External link] as Doctor Poison[image: External link], and David Thewlis[image: External link] as Ares[image: External link].[86][87] Filming began in November 2015, and was shot in the United Kingdom[image: External link], France[image: External link] and Italy[image: External link].[88] Wonder Woman was released in North America on June 2, 2017.[77]
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 Upcoming films






	Film
	U.S. release date
	Director(s)
	Screenwriter(s)
	Story by
	Producer(s)
	Status



	Justice League
	November 17, 2017
	Zack Snyder
	Chris Terrio
	Zack Snyder and Chris Terrio
	Charles Roven, Deborah Snyder, Jon Berg and Geoff Johns[image: External link]
	Post-production



	Aquaman[image: External link]
	December 21, 2018
	James Wan[image: External link]
	Will Beall[image: External link]
	James Wan and Geoff Johns
	Peter Safran[image: External link][89]
	Filming
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 Justice League (2017)




Main article: Justice League (film)


Motivated by Superman's selfless sacrifice, Batman and Wonder Woman assemble a team of metahumans to face a new catastrophic threat.[90]

In June 2013, it was reported that Goyer would be writing Justice League as part of a three-film deal he signed for Man of Steel.[17] In April 2014, it was announced that Snyder would return as director.[91] The film was announced in October as Justice League Part One.[20] In March 2016, it was confirmed that Chris Terrio had written the script, who said that the film would not be as tonally dark as Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice.[92] In June, Geoff Johns announced that the title had been changed to simply Justice League.[93] Affleck, Cavill, Gadot, Momoa, Miller, Fisher, Irons, Lane, Adams, Eisenberg, Nielsen and Wright will reprise their respective roles from previous films.[94][95] Ciarán Hinds[image: External link] provides the voice and performance capture[image: External link] for the villain Steppenwolf[image: External link].[96] Beginning on April 11, 2016, filming took place at Warner Bros. Studios, Leavesden[image: External link], in England[image: External link], as well as locations around London[image: External link] and in Iceland[image: External link].[97] In May 2017, Snyder stepped down from his duties on the film due to his daughter's death; Joss Whedon[image: External link] will fill his position on post-production, with additional scenes being written and directed by him.[98] Justice League is scheduled to be released in North America on November 17, 2017.[97]

Justice League will introduce various characters, including J. K. Simmons[image: External link] as Commissioner Gordon[image: External link],[99] Amber Heard[image: External link] as Mera[image: External link],[100] Willem Dafoe as Nuidis Vulko[image: External link],[101] Kiersey Clemons[image: External link] as Iris West[image: External link],[102] and Billy Crudup[image: External link] as Henry Allen.[103]
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 Aquaman (2018)




Main article: Aquaman (film)[image: External link]


In June 2014, Jason Momoa[image: External link] was cast as Arthur Curry / Aquaman[image: External link].[53] By August, Will Beall[image: External link] and Kurt Johnstad were writing competing scripts for the character's solo film.[104] Aquaman was announced in October.[20] In June 2015, James Wan[image: External link] was hired as director, as well as to oversee the screenplay by Johnstad.[105] In July 2016, Beall returned to write the script, based on a story treatment by Wan and Geoff Johns[image: External link].[106] In December, Patrick Wilson[image: External link] was cast as Orm Marius / Ocean Master[image: External link], the half-brother of Aquaman.[107] In January 2017, Yahya Abdul-Mateen II[image: External link] was cast in the role of villain Black Manta[image: External link].[108] In March, Nicole Kidman[image: External link] confirmed that she will play Queen Atlanna, Aquaman's mother.[109] In April, Dolph Lundgren[image: External link] was cast as the villain King Nereus.[110] Heard and Dafoe will reprise their roles from Justice League.[89][100] Other cast members include Temuera Morrison[image: External link] as Aquaman's father Tom Curry,[89] and Ludi Lin[image: External link] as Murk, an ally of Aquaman.[111] Principal photography began on May 3, 2017, in Queensland[image: External link], Australia[image: External link].[89] Aquaman is scheduled to be released in North America on December 21, 2018.[112]

The film is set after the events of Justice League.[113]
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 In development
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 Shazam (2019)




In August 2014, Dwayne Johnson[image: External link] announced his attachment to a project about superhero Shazam[image: External link].[114] In September, it was revealed that Johnson will portray the anti-hero Black Adam[image: External link] in the film, and that he and Hiram Garcia will serve as producers, with Darren Lemke set to write the script.[115] New Line Cinema[image: External link] president Toby Emmerich[image: External link] told Entertainment Weekly that the film will have a tone unto itself different from other comic book films; with a sense of fun and humor, but with real stakes.[1] In October, Warner Bros. officially announced Shazam.[20] By January 2017, Henry Gayden was working on the script.[116] In February 2017, David F. Sandberg[image: External link] was in negotiations to direct the film.[117] The film is scheduled to be released in North America on April 5, 2019.[77]
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 Cyborg (2020)




In April 2014, Ray Fisher[image: External link] was cast as Victor Stone / Cyborg[image: External link].[65] In October, Warner Bros. announced the character's solo film.[20] Cyborg is scheduled to be released in North America on April 3, 2020.[77]
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 Green Lantern Corps (2020)




In October 2014, Warner Bros. announced a Green Lantern[image: External link] film.[20] The title was revealed as Green Lantern Corps in July 2015 at San Diego Comic-Con.[118] In January 2017, David S. Goyer[image: External link] and Justin Rhodes were hired to co-write the screenplay, based on a story draft by Goyer and Geoff Johns. Goyer will also be involved as a producer.[119] The film is scheduled to be released in North America on July 24, 2020.[120]
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 Untitled Justice League Dark film




In January 2013, Guillermo del Toro[image: External link] confirmed that he was working on a film with the working title[image: External link] Dark Universe, based on the superhero team Justice League Dark[image: External link].[121] He revealed that Dr. Alec Holland / Swamp Thing[image: External link], John Constantine / Hellblazer[image: External link], Jason Blood / Etrigan The Demon[image: External link], Jim Corrigan / The Spectre[image: External link], Nimue Inwudu / Madame Xanadu[image: External link], Boston Brand / Deadman[image: External link], and Zatanna Zatara[image: External link] would be characters in the story,[121][122] which would center around Constantine recruiting several of these characters. The film would not be an origin story, with each character already established and elements of their backstory coming into play throughout the film.[123] In November 2014, del Toro submitted the script to Warner Bros. to be reviewed.[124] In December, del Toro revealed that the film would be a part of the DC Extended Universe.[125] By June 2015, del Toro was no longer attached to the project.[126] In August 2016, Doug Liman[image: External link] was hired to direct the film, with Scott Rudin[image: External link] producing and Michael Gilio writing the script.[127] In May 2017, Liman dropped out as director due to scheduling conflicts.[128]
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 The Flash




In July 2013, it was reported that Greg Berlanti[image: External link], who is involved with The CW[image: External link]'s The Flash series[image: External link], was developing a Flash film for Warner Bros.[129] In October 2014, The Flash was announced, and that Ezra Miller[image: External link] would portray the character as Barry Allen[image: External link].[20][66] In April 2015, a story treatment for the film was being written by Phil Lord and Christopher Miller[image: External link].[130] The studio was also courting the duo to direct, but signed Seth Grahame-Smith[image: External link] as screenwriter and director in October.[131] Grahame-Smith dropped out due of creative differences in April 2016, but the studio retained his script.[132] In June, Rick Famuyiwa[image: External link] was hired to direct the film.[133] In July, Kiersey Clemons[image: External link] was cast as Iris West[image: External link].[134] In August, it was revealed that Ray Fisher will return as Victor Stone / Cyborg.[135] In September, Billy Crudup[image: External link] was cast as Barry's father, Henry Allen.[136] By October, Famuyiwa also left the project due to creative differences.[137] In January 2017, Joby Harold[image: External link] was hired to do a page-one rewrite of the script.[138] In May, the studio had Robert Zemeckis, Matthew Vaughn[image: External link], and Sam Raimi[image: External link] on a shortlist of possible directors for the film.[139] Later that month, Raimi and Marc Webb[image: External link] had dropped out from the running.[140]

The film is set after the events of Justice League.[113]
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 Untitled Justice League sequel




In October 2014, Warner Bros. announced the film as Justice League Part Two, with Snyder returning as director.[20] In June 2016, it was revealed that Justice League would be a standalone story, leaving the film untitled.[141] Originally scheduled to be released on June 14, 2019,[77] the film was reportedly pushed back to an unspecified date to make room for The Batman.[142]
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 The Batman




In October 2014, Warner Bros. announced that a Batman standalone film was in development, with Affleck set to reprise the role.[20] By July 2015, Affleck was in negotiations to also direct and co-write the screenplay with Geoff Johns[image: External link].[143] In March 2016, William Morris Endeavor[image: External link]'s co-CEO Patrick Whitesell[image: External link] stated that Affleck had written a screenplay for a Batman film.[144] In April, Warner Bros. confirmed that Affleck would direct the film.[145] In May, Jeremy Irons[image: External link] confirmed that he was "tied into The Batman",[146] while Affleck stated that the film would borrow from the comics, but mainly be an "original story".[147] In August, Affleck teased Deathstroke[image: External link] on social media[image: External link] through test footage[image: External link]. Geoff Johns later revealed that the character will be played by Joe Manganiello[image: External link].[148] In October, Affleck stated the intended title for the film was The Batman, adding "At least that's what we're going with now. I might change it."[149] In December, Affleck confirmed that the film was on track to begin shooting in Q1/Q2 2017.[150] Later that month, Warner Bros. executive Greg Silverman stated that the film would be released in 2018.[151] In January 2017, in an interview with The Guardian[image: External link], Affleck stated that the film does not have a set script, and that he will only direct it if he feels like it will be a great movie.[152] Later that month, Affleck stepped down as director in order to focus on the role. He will continue to serve as writer, producer, and star of the film.[153] Upon Affleck's announcement, it was noted by Deadline that Chris Terrio had turned in a rewrite of the original script by Affleck and Johns.[154] In February, Warner Bros. announced the title as The Batman and that Matt Reeves would direct and co-produce the film.[155]
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 Untitled Superman film




In October 2014, Warner Bros. announced that another Superman solo film was in development, with Cavill set to reprise the role.[20] In November 2016, Amy Adams confirmed that work had begun on the screenplay.[156]
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 Untitled Suicide Squad sequel




In March 2016, it was reported that a Suicide Squad sequel is in development.[157] In February 2017, the studio had a shortlist of potential directors for the project, including Mel Gibson, Jonathan Levine[image: External link], Ruben Fleischer[image: External link] and Daniel Espinosa[image: External link].[158][159] By March, Adam Cozad was in negotiations to write the script.[160] In June, Joel Kinnaman stated that filming is planned to begin in 2018.[161]
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 Gotham City Sirens




In May 2016, it was reported that a Harley Quinn spin-off film, which will also feature other female villains, was in development.[162] Margot Robbie will reprise her role as Quinn and serve as executive producer through her LuckyChap Entertainment studio.[163] In December, David Ayer was hired to direct and produce the film, titled Gotham City Sirens[image: External link], from a screenplay by Geneva Robertson-Dworet.[164]
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 Untitled Black Adam film




In January 2017, it was reported that Dwayne Johnson will feature in his own film, as the anti-hero Black Adam.[116] Johnson has since revealed that Black Adam will debut in the franchise sooner than expected and that there will be a Black Adam and Superman fight in the DCEU, though he cannot state where and when.[165]
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 Untitled Nightwing film




By February 2017, Warner Bros. was developing a film centered on Dick Grayson / Nightwing[image: External link], with Chris McKay[image: External link] and Bill Dubuque[image: External link] signed on as director and screenwriter respectively.[166]
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 Untitled Batgirl film




In March 2017, Joss Whedon[image: External link] was hired to write, direct and produce a Barbara Gordon / Batgirl[image: External link] film.[167] According to Entertainment Weekly, the film will draw inspiration from The New 52[image: External link] comics by Gail Simone[image: External link].[168] In April, Whedon stated that he was drawn to the character because of her choice to become a vigilante, even though she did not have a childhood tragedy like Bruce Wayne / Batman had, and that the damaged aspect of the character will be explored in the film.[169]
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 Recurring cast and characters




Further information: List of DC Extended Universe cast members[image: External link]




List indicator(s)




	This table only includes characters that have appeared in multiple DCEU films, and have been credited in at least one film's main billing.

	A dark grey cell indicates the character was not in the film, or that the character's presence in the film has not yet been announced.

	A C indicates an uncredited cameo appearance.

	An A indicates an appearance through archival footage or stills.







	Character
	Released films
	Upcoming films



	Man of Steel[image: External link]

(2013)
	Batman v Superman:

Dawn of Justice

(2016)
	Suicide Squad

(2016)
	Wonder Woman[image: External link]

(2017)
	Justice League

(2017)
	Aquaman[image: External link]

(2018)



	Barry Allen

The Flash[image: External link]
	 
	Ezra Miller[image: External link]
	 
	Ezra Miller
	 



	Antiope[image: External link]
	 
	Robin Wright[image: External link]
	 



	Arthur Curry

Aquaman[image: External link]
	 
	Jason Momoa[image: External link]
	Jason MomoaA
	 
	Jason Momoa



	Queen Hippolyta[image: External link]
	 
	Connie Nielsen[image: External link]
	 



	Kal-El / Clark Kent

Superman[image: External link]
	Henry Cavill[image: External link]
	 
	Henry Cavill
	 



	Jonathan Kent[image: External link]
	Kevin Costner
	 



	Martha Kent[image: External link]
	Diane Lane[image: External link]
	 
	Diane Lane
	 



	Lois Lane[image: External link]
	Amy Adams
	 
	Amy Adams
	 



	Lex Luthor[image: External link]
	 
	Jesse Eisenberg[image: External link]
	 
	Jesse Eisenberg
	 



	Alfred Pennyworth[image: External link]
	 
	Jeremy Irons[image: External link]
	 
	Jeremy Irons
	 



	Diana Prince

Wonder Woman[image: External link]
	 
	Gal Gadot[image: External link]
	 
	Gal Gadot
	 



	Steve Trevor[image: External link]
	 
	Chris Pine[image: External link]A
	 
	Chris Pine
	 



	Victor Stone

Cyborg[image: External link]
	 
	Ray Fisher[image: External link]
	 
	Ray Fisher
	 



	Bruce Wayne

Batman
	 
	Ben Affleck
	Ben AffleckC
	 
	Ben Affleck
	 



	Perry White[image: External link]
	Laurence Fishburne[image: External link]
	 





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Music





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Film soundtracks






	Title
	U.S. release date
	Length
	Composer(s)
	Label



	Man of Steel (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	June 11, 2013
	87:49
	Hans Zimmer[image: External link]
	WaterTower Music[image: External link]



	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	March 18, 2016
	71:35
	Hans Zimmer[image: External link] and Junkie XL[image: External link]



	Suicide Squad (Original Motion Picture Score)[image: External link]
	August 8, 2016
	72:00
	Steven Price[image: External link]



	Wonder Woman (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]
	June 2, 2017
	78:38
	Rupert Gregson-Williams[image: External link]
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 Singles






	Title
	U.S. release date
	Length
	Artist(s)
	Label
	Notes



	" Heathens[image: External link]"
	June 16, 2016
	3:15
	Twenty One Pilots[image: External link]
	Atlantic Records[image: External link]
	From Suicide Squad: The Album[image: External link]



	"Sucker for Pain[image: External link]"
	June 24, 2016
	4:04
	Lil Wayne[image: External link], Wiz Khalifa[image: External link], Imagine Dragons[image: External link], Logic[image: External link], Ty Dolla $ign[image: External link] and X Ambassadors[image: External link]



	"Purple Lamborghini[image: External link]"
	July 22, 2016
	3:35
	Skrillex[image: External link] and Rick Ross[image: External link]



	" Gangsta[image: External link]"
	August 8, 2016
	2:57
	Kehlani[image: External link]



	"To Be Human[image: External link]"
	May 25, 2017
	4:01
	Sia[image: External link] and Labrinth[image: External link]
	WaterTower Music[image: External link]
	From Wonder Woman (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]
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 Reception




For more details on the reception of each film, see the "Reception" section on each film's article.
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 Box office performance






	Film
	U.S. release date
	Box office gross
	All-time Ranking
	Budget
	Ref(s)



	U.S. and Canada
	Other territories
	Worldwide
	U.S. and Canada[image: External link]
	Worldwide[image: External link]



	Man of Steel
	June 14, 2013
	$291,045,518
	$377,000,000
	$668,045,518
	76
	100
	$225 million
	[170]



	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice
	March 25, 2016
	$330,360,194
	$542,900,000
	$873,260,194
	49
	51
	$250 million
	[171]



	Suicide Squad
	August 5, 2016
	$325,100,054
	$420,500,000
	$745,600,054
	51
	80
	$175 million
	[172]



	Wonder Woman
	June 2, 2017
	$206,343,175
	$230,200,000
	$436,543,175
	171
	217
	$149 million
	[173]



	Total
	$1,151,508,269
	$1,570,600,000
	$2,722,108,269
	18
	19
	$799 million
	[3]
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 Critical and public response






	Film
	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Metacritic[image: External link]
	CinemaScore[image: External link]



	Man of Steel
	55% (301 reviews)[174]
	55 (47 reviews)[175]
	A–[176]



	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice
	27% (359 reviews)[177]
	44 (51 reviews)[178]
	B[179]



	Suicide Squad
	25% (310 reviews)[180]
	40 (53 reviews)[181]
	B+[182]



	Wonder Woman
	93% (290 reviews)[183]
	76 (50 reviews)[184]
	A[185]



	Average
	50%
	54
	B+
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 Accolades




At the 89th Academy Awards[image: External link], Suicide Squad won the Academy Award for Best Makeup and Hairstyling[image: External link].[186]
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 Tie-in material





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Books






	Title
	Publication date(s)
	Writer(s)
	Note
	Ref



	Man of Steel: The Early Years: Junior Novel
	April 30, 2013
	Frank Whitman
	Tie-in children's book to Man of Steel
	[187]



	Man of Steel: The Official Movie Novelization
	June 18, 2013
	Greg Cox
	Novelization of the film
	[188]



	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice – Cross Fire
	February 16, 2016
	Michael Kogge
	Tie-in prequel novel to Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice.
	[189]



	Suicide Squad: The Official Movie Novelization
	August 5, 2016
	Marv Wolfman
	Novelization of the film
	[190]



	Wonder Woman: The Junior Novel
	May 30, 2017
	Steve Korte
	Novelization of the film
	[191]



	Wonder Woman: The Official Movie Novelization
	June 6, 2017
	Nancy Holder
	Novelization of the film
	[192]
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	Title
	Issue(s)
	Publication date(s)
	Writer(s)
	Artist(s)
	Notes
	Ref.



	Man of Steel Prequel
	1
	May 18, 2013
	Sterling Gates[image: External link]
	Jerry Ordway[image: External link]
	Promotional digital comic from Walmart[image: External link]
	[193]



	Warner Bros. Pictures Presents Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice
	5
	January 28, 2016
	Christos Gage[image: External link]
	Joe Bennet[image: External link]
	Promotional digital prequel comics from Dr Pepper[image: External link]
	[194]



	General Mills Presents Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice
	4
	February 28, 2016
	Jeff Parker[image: External link], Christos Gage[image: External link], Marguerite Bennett, and Joshua Williamson
	R.B. Silva, Federico Dallochio, Marcus To[image: External link], and Eduardo Pansica
	Promotional prequel mini-comics that appeared in select General Mills[image: External link] cereal
	[195]



	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice – Upstairs/Downstairs
	1
	February 29, 2016
	Christos Gage[image: External link]
	Joe Bennet[image: External link]
	Promotional prequel digital comic from Doritos[image: External link] and Walmart
	[196]



	Suicide Squad: Suicide Blonde
	1
	June 2, 2016
	Tony Bedard[image: External link]
	Tom Derenick; Juan Albarran; Hi-Fi[image: External link]; Lori Jackson
	Promotional prequel comic from SPLAT hair dye[image: External link]
	[197]
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 Manga






	Title
	Issue(s)
	Publication date(s)
	Writer(s)
	Artist(s)
	Notes
	Ref.



	Batman and the Justice League
	1
	June 19, 2017
	Shiori Teshirogi
	Shiori Teshirogi
	Promotional manga published in Champion Red[image: External link] in Japan[image: External link]
	[198]
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	Title
	Release date(s)
	Publisher(s)
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	Man of Steel
	2013
	Warner Bros. International Enterprises[image: External link]
	Tie-in video games[image: External link] to Man of Steel.
	[199]



	Kellogg's Man of Steel
	Catapult Marketing
	[200]



	Batman vs Superman – Who Will Win?
	March 16, 2016
	Warner Bros. International Enterprises[image: External link]
	Endless runner[image: External link];

tie-in video game to Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice.
	[201]



	Suicide Squad: Special Ops
	July 19, 2016
	First-person shooter[image: External link];

tie-in video game to Suicide Squad.
	[202]
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The Accountant (2016 film)






The Accountant is a 2016 American crime[image: External link] action[image: External link]-thriller film[image: External link] directed by Gavin O'Connor[image: External link], written by Bill Dubuque[image: External link] and starring Ben Affleck, Anna Kendrick[image: External link], J. K. Simmons[image: External link], Jon Bernthal[image: External link], Jeffrey Tambor[image: External link] and John Lithgow. The storyline follows a small-town Illinois certified public accountant[image: External link] with high-functioning autism[image: External link][3] who actually makes his living uncooking the books[image: External link] of dangerous criminal organizations around the world that are experiencing internal embezzlement.

The Accountant premiered in Los Angeles[image: External link] on October 10, 2016 and was theatrically released in the United States on October 14, 2016 by Warner Bros. Pictures. The film received mixed reviews from critics and grossed $155 million worldwide.



TOP
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 Plot




As a child, Chris Wolff had been diagnosed with a high-functioning form of autism[image: External link] and was offered an opportunity to live at Harbor Neuroscience Institute in New Hampshire[image: External link]. Although Chris had bonded with Justine (Izzy Fenech) the mute daughter of the institute's director, his father declined, believing that Chris should overcome the hardships inherent in his condition. The pressure of raising a special-needs child later drove Chris's mother to leave him and his neurotypical[image: External link] younger brother, Braxton. Their overbearing father, an army psychological warfare[image: External link] officer, arranged for them to receive extensive military training around the world, which Christian now uses to protect himself in his dangerous life.

Now an adult, Chris (Ben Affleck), a hapless mental calculator[image: External link], works as a forensic accountant[image: External link], tracking insider financial deceptions for numerous criminal enterprises. His clients are brokered to him via phone by an unidentified woman's voice, which originates from a restricted number. As an auditor of criminal enterprises, he accepts payment both in cash and in various non-cash forms such as rare comics, gold bricks, and paintings by famous artists. Pursuing him is Ray King (J.K. Simmons[image: External link]), the director of FinCEN[image: External link] in the Treasury Department[image: External link], who recognizes Chris by the alias "The Accountant". King blackmails young data analyst[image: External link] Marybeth Medina (Cynthia Addai-Robinson[image: External link]) into helping him identify and arrest the Accountant prior to his retirement, threatening to expose her undeclared criminal past (for the felony of lying on a federal employment application) if she refuses. King's only leads are Chris' numerous cover names.

The voice gives Chris his latest assignment, auditing[image: External link] robotics corporation Living Robotics, whose in-house accountant, Dana Cummings (Anna Kendrick[image: External link]), has found suspicious financial discrepancies. The company's founder and CEO[image: External link], Lamar Blackburn (John Lithgow), and his sister and associate Rita (Jean Smart[image: External link]) willingly cooperate with Chris' investigation, while CFO[image: External link] Ed Chilton (Andy Umberger[image: External link]) dismisses Dana's findings as a mistake. However, after Dana provides him the company's records, Chris quickly discovers that over $61 million has been embezzled[image: External link] from the company. The following night, Chilton, who is diabetic, is confronted in his home by a hitman[image: External link] (Jon Bernthal[image: External link]), who forces him to self-administer a fatal insulin overdose. Later, Lamar surmises to Chris that Chilton embezzled the money and was driven to suicide out of guilt. Upset by Chilton's death, Lamar closes the investigation, leaving Chris distraught from unfinished work.

Meanwhile, Medina realizes Chris's cover identities, including his current name, are all famous mathematicians (Carl Gauss[image: External link], Lou Carroll[image: External link], and Christian Wolff[image: External link]). Using facial recognition[image: External link] to track the Accountant leads her to a shootout in which several members of the Gambino crime family[image: External link] had been killed. Analyzing a sound recording, Medina isolates Chris' voice, determining that he is muttering the nursery rhyme Solomon Grundy[image: External link] to himself, a behavior consistent with autism spectrum disorder[image: External link]. The trail leads her to the modest accounting office that Chris uses as a cover: ZZZ Accounting, in Plainfield, Illinois[image: External link], dividing his profits through four cash-only businesses in his block. She learns that Chris has written off hefty tax returns with donations to the Harbor Neuroscience Institute.

Chris and Dana are targeted for assassination, but Chris, having retained the skills taught to him by his father to protect himself in his dangerous life, kills his own pursuers and rescues Dana, taking her to the trailer where he keeps the only things he values, including an original Jackson Pollock[image: External link] painting among his non-cash payments. While in hiding, they realize that the embezzled money was reinvested in affiliated companies in order to raise Living Robotics' stock price. Concluding that Rita is behind everything, Chris goes to her house, only to find her dead, murdered by the hitman, who escapes just as Chris is arriving. Thus, Lamar is exposed as the real mastermind.

King and Medina arrive at Chris' house and find evidence (cameras hidden in bird houses and an M134 minigun[image: External link] in the garage) that he is the Accountant. King reveals that Chris had been arrested after he started a melee at his remarried mother's funeral that led to his father's death, taking a deputy's bullet meant for Chris. In jail, Chris had been mentored by Francis Silverberg (Jeffrey Tambor[image: External link]), a former accountant and fixer for the Gambino crime family, who subsequently became an informant[image: External link] for the United States government. Silverberg was later released and tortured to death by the Gambino family, which drove an enraged Chris to escape from jail and exact revenge on the people responsible.

King confides to Medina that he was present at the shootout and that Chris spared his life after questioning him about being a "good dad". Afterwards, King had been contacted by the voice and provided with evidence Chris had compiled on criminals who violated his moral code, helping King rise to his position of director. King tells Medina that her investigation of the Accountant has been a test, and she has been selected to replace King, after his retirement, as the voice's contact in the Treasury Department.

Chris attacks Lamar's mansion and kills the mercenary guards led by the hitman. After a shootout, the hitman recognizes the nursery rhyme that Chris mutters to himself as he tends to his wounds. He confronts Chris and reveals himself to be Braxton, who had become estranged after their mother's funeral. Still resentful towards their mother for leaving, Braxton blames Chris for getting their father killed. The two reconcile after a hand-to-hand fight, and Lamar shows himself to chastise Chris. After Chris proceeds to kill Lamar without objection from Braxton, the two amiably agree to meet up another time. Later, the voice relays Chris's evidence on Lamar's criminal activities to Medina, who has accepted King's offer, and she dismantles Living Robotics. Chris then bids farewell to Dana by sending her the Pollock (covered up by the Dogs Playing Poker[image: External link] painting A Friend in Need, a reference to their initial conversation), and leaves to find Braxton.

In a scene at the Harbor Neuroscience Institute, the voice is revealed to be a computer-generated voice from a powerful computer, given to the Institute as a donation by Chris. The computer is used by a (still mute) adult Justine (Alison Wright[image: External link]) to communicate, and also fulfill her duties as Chris' partner.
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 Cast






	
Ben Affleck as Christian "Chris" Wolff

	Seth Lee as Young Chris





	
Anna Kendrick[image: External link] as Dana Cummings

	
J. K. Simmons[image: External link] as Ray King

	
Jon Bernthal[image: External link] as Brax

	Jake Presley as Young Brax





	
Cynthia Addai-Robinson[image: External link] as Marybeth Medina

	
Jean Smart[image: External link] as Rita Blackburn

	
Jeffrey Tambor[image: External link] as Francis

	
John Lithgow as Lamar Blackburn

	
Alison Wright[image: External link] as Justine

	Izzy Fenech as Young Justine





	
Gary Basaraba[image: External link] as Don

	
Andy Umberger[image: External link] as Ed Chilton

	Jeffrey Dawson as Security Guard

	Susan Williams as Dolores Rice

	Ron Prather as Frank Rice
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 Production




On November 12, 2014, Variety reported that Anna Kendrick[image: External link] was in early talks to co-star in the film, alongside Affleck.[4] Later that day, J. K. Simmons[image: External link] was also announced as being in talks to join the cast.[5] On November 14, 2014, Jon Bernthal[image: External link] was also in talks.[6] On January 6, 2015, Variety reported that Cynthia Addai-Robinson[image: External link] was added to the cast.[7] On January 14, 2015, Jeffrey Tambor[image: External link][8] and John Lithgow[9] were added to the cast of the film. Lithgow had previously appeared in another thriller about autism, Silent Fall[image: External link] (1994).

Filming began on January 19, 2015 in Atlanta[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link].[10][11] On March 16–20, filming was taking place at the Georgia Institute of Technology[image: External link].[12] The film ends with the Accountant driving on Bethany Bridge[image: External link] over Lake Allatoona[image: External link], Georgia.
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 Fight choreography




The action fighting sequences in the film featured the Indonesian martial art Pencak Silat[image: External link].[13][14][15]
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 Marketing




On July 9, 2015, a year before the film's release, it had received graphic novelization published by Vertigo[image: External link], a limited comic book imprint owned by Warner Bros. Pictures.[16]
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 Release




The film was released on October 14, 2016.[17] Before that, Warner Bros. had scheduled it for January 29, 2016, later moving it to October 7, 2016, before moving it back another week.[18][19]
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 Box office




The Accountant grossed $86.3 million in the United States and Canada and $68.9 million in other countries for a worldwide total of $155.2 million, against a production budget of $44 million.[2]

The Accountant was released alongside Max Steel[image: External link] and Kevin Hart: What Now?[image: External link], and was expected to gross $20–25 million from 3,332 theaters in its opening weekend, although the studio was projecting a conservative $15 million opening.[20] The film made $1.35 million from its Thursday night previews, more than Affleck's Gone Girl ($1.2 million) in 2014. It grossed $9.1 million on its first day and $24.7 million in its opening weekend, finishing first at the box office and was the second highest-debut for a thriller of Affleck's career, behind Gone Girl ($37.5 million).[21] In its second weekend, the film grossed $13.6 million (a drop of just 44.8%), finishing 4th at the box office.[22]
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 Critical response




On review aggregator[image: External link] Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film has an approval rating of 52% based on 238 reviews, with an average score[image: External link] of 5.6/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "The Accountant writes off a committed performance from Ben Affleck, leaving viewers with a scattershot action thriller beset by an array of ill-advised deductions."[23] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film has a score of 51 out of 100, based on 45 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[24] Audiences polled by CinemaScore[image: External link] gave the film an average grade of "A" on an A+ to F scale.[25]

Vince Mancini of Uproxx[image: External link] gave the film a positive review, writing, "It’s transparent in its attempt both to pimp a future franchise and give autistic kids their own superhero. There’s a genuine sweetness to the latter that converts me on the former. Headshots, math problems, and pained social interactions? Sign me up. Of the two movies Ben Affleck has been in so far this year, The Accountant and Batman V Superman, The Accountant has by far the most franchise potential."[26] Richard Roeper[image: External link] of the Chicago Sun-Times gave the film 3.5 out of 4 stars, saying: "Madness abounds in The Accountant, an intense, intricate, darkly amusing and action-infused thriller that doesn’t always add up but who cares, it’s BIG FUN."[27]
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 Accolades






	Award
	Date of ceremony
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result
	Ref(s)



	Jupiter Awards[image: External link]
	March 29, 2017
	Best International Film
	The Accountant
	Nominated
	[28]



	Best International Actor
	Ben Affleck
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link]
	June 28, 2017[image: External link]
	Best Thriller Film[image: External link]
	The Accountant
	Pending
	[29]
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	Autism spectrum disorders in the media[image: External link]

	Mental calculators in fiction[image: External link]
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Live by Night (film)






Live by Night is a 2016 American crime drama[image: External link] film written, directed, co-produced and starring Ben Affleck, based on the 2012 novel of the same name by Dennis Lehane. The film also stars Elle Fanning[image: External link], Brendan Gleeson[image: External link], Chris Messina, Sienna Miller[image: External link], Zoe Saldana[image: External link] and Chris Cooper[image: External link], and follows an Ybor City[image: External link] bootlegger[image: External link] who becomes a notorious gangster[image: External link].[4]

Produced by Warner Bros. Pictures, the film premiered in New York City[image: External link] on December 13, 2016. It began a limited release[image: External link] in the United States on December 25, 2016 before going wide[image: External link] on January 13, 2017. It received mixed reviews and was a box office bomb[image: External link], grossing just $22 million against its $65 million budget.[5] Variety estimated the film lost $75 million.[6]



TOP
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 Plot




In 1926, Joe Coughlin (Ben Affleck), a World War I[image: External link] veteran of Irish descent and the prodigal son of Boston[image: External link] police captain[image: External link] Thomas Coughlin (Brendan Gleeson[image: External link]), falls in love with Emma Gould (Sienna Miller[image: External link]), the mistress of notorious gangster Albert White (Robert Glenister[image: External link]), the boss of the Irish Gang of Boston. Thomas objects to the relationship and advises Joe against his criminal activities, warning him that his wrongdoing will catch up to him eventually.

White's rival, Italian Mafia[image: External link] boss Maso Pescatore (Remo Girone[image: External link]), finds out about their affair and blackmails Joe to kill White. Joe refuses but he and Emma decide to flee to California. To fund the trip, Joe commits a bank heist with his partner Dion Bartolo (Chris Messina), during which three police officers are killed in an ensuing chase. When Joe tries to leave with Emma anyway, she lures him into a trap set by White. Joe is brutally beaten by White and his men and nearly killed before the police arrive and arrest Joe for the policemen's murders.

Thomas tells Joe that Emma drowned while being pursued by police. He also blackmails Chief Inspector Calvin Bondurant (Clark Gregg) to ensure that Joe is sent to prison on a relatively minor charge rather than murder. Two weeks before Joe's release, Thomas dies of a heart attack. Wanting revenge against White, Joe volunteers his services to Pescatore and is recruited as an enforcer for Pescatore's rum empire in Ybor City[image: External link], Tampa, Florida[image: External link], which is under attack by White. Joe reconnects with Dion and together they protect Pescatore's business in the area and receive orders to bring gambling and drugs into Tampa. Joe also develops a relationship with Graciela Corrales (Zoe Saldana[image: External link]), the sister of a local Cuban[image: External link] businessman, and they soon are married.

Joe befriends Sheriff Irving Figgis (Chris Cooper[image: External link]). Irving's daughter Loretta (Elle Fanning[image: External link]) heads to Hollywood to become an actress, but instead becomes a heroin-addicted prostitute. Irving's brother-in-law, R.D. Pruitt (Matthew Maher[image: External link]), a member of the local chapter of the Ku Klux Klan[image: External link], starts bombing Joe's clubs and killing his men. Joe promises to Irving to help get Loretta off drugs and back to Ybor City in exchange for his betrayal of Pruitt. Joe kills Pruitt and, in the ensuing mob war with the Klan, he and his men beat or kill enough Klansmen to weaken the group's standing in Florida.

Recognizing that Prohibition will eventually come to an end and unwilling to follow Pescatore's orders to invest in narcotics, Joe focuses on building a casino near Sarasota. He intends to persuade the government to legalize gambling, but Loretta, who has become a devout Christian under her father's strict punishment, begins preaching that alcohol and gambling are against God's word. Her ministry is popular enough that the government decides not to legalize gambling. Joe recognizes that Pescatore will be enraged, particularly since Joe still refuses to invest in narcotics.

During a private meeting in a restaurant, Loretta confides to Joe that she does not truly believe in God and her sins cannot be forgiven. The next day, Joe is despondent to learn that Loretta committed suicide. While visiting his brother-in-law, an amateur photographer, Joe finds a recent picture of Emma, whom he believed to be dead. He decides to pursue her in Miami[image: External link], but only after informing Graciela first, much to Dion's dismay.

Pescatore forms an alliance with White and lures Joe into a meeting at a hotel, intending to have him killed and replaced by White in retaliation for Joe's recent failures. Anticipating Pescatore's betrayal, Joe distracts White by showing him Emma's picture, as White also believed her to be dead. Dion and his men ambush Pescatore's men through a series of underground tunnels that Joe used to move rum. Joe kills White, Pescatore and Pescatore's son, Digger (Max Casella[image: External link]). Joe names Dion as his successor before locating Emma at a brothel in Florida. She relates how she faked her death to escape from White and enjoys her newfound freedom, and claims she never reciprocated Joe's love for her.

Joe and Graciela move to Miami, where they have a son and spend their days building houses for the impoverished. Driven insane by Loretta's death, Figgis tracks them down and shoots up their house, killing Graciela before being taken out by Joe. Joe arranges for Graciela to be buried in her homeland in Cuba and spends the rest of his days dedicated to charity and to raising Tommy, who soon voices his desire to become a police officer.
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 Cast






	
Ben Affleck as Joe Coughlin

	
Elle Fanning[image: External link] as Loretta Figgis

	
Remo Girone[image: External link] as Maso Pescatore

	
Brendan Gleeson[image: External link] as Thomas Coughlin

	
Robert Glenister[image: External link] as Albert White

	
Matthew Maher[image: External link] as RD Pruitt

	
Chris Messina as Dion Bartolo

	
Sienna Miller[image: External link] as Emma Gould

	
Miguel Pimentel[image: External link] as Esteban Suarez

	
Zoe Saldana[image: External link] as Graciela Corrales

	
Chris Cooper[image: External link] as Chief Irving Figgis

	
Titus Welliver[image: External link] as Tim Hickey

	
Max Casella[image: External link] as Digger Pescatore

	
J.D. Evermore[image: External link] as Virgil Beauregard

	
Clark Gregg as Calvin Bondurant

	
Anthony Michael Hall[image: External link] as Gary L. Smith

	
Chris Sullivan[image: External link] as Brendan Loomis

	
Derek Mears[image: External link] as Donnie Gishler

	
Gianfranco Terrin[image: External link] as Carmine Parone
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 Development




Warner Bros. acquired the rights to Dennis Lehane's Live by Night in April 2012, with the intention of developing the project as a starring vehicle for Leonardo DiCaprio[image: External link], through his Appian Way Productions[image: External link].[7] In October 2012, it was announced that Ben Affleck would direct, write, and star in the film; he and Jennifer Todd[image: External link] would produce through their Pearl Street Films, along with Appian Way's DiCaprio and Jennifer Davisson Killoran.[8][9]
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 Pre-production




In the summer of 2013, Affleck and film crew members visited Tampa, Florida[image: External link][10][11] and Lawrence, Massachusetts[image: External link] to scout locations.[12][13] In August 2013, it was reported that production would be pushed back from the fall of 2013 to the fall of 2014, due to Affleck's acting commitments in Gone Girl (2014) and Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice (2016).[14][15] He visited various locations in Brunswick, Georgia[image: External link] in the summer of 2014.[16] Affleck stated in a September 2014 interview that the film had been green-lit[image: External link]: "It's supposed to start shooting in July [2015] and I’ll start prepping in March. We got a budget, we got locations."[17][18] On September 4, 2014, Sienna Miller[image: External link], Zoe Saldana[image: External link] and Elle Fanning[image: External link] joined the cast of the film.[19] Affleck visited Brunswick, Georgia again in February 2015.[20]

On July 9, 2015, Warner Bros.' decision to green-light[image: External link] the film was officially announced.[21] Miller, Saldana and Fanning were all still attached to the project.[21] From August to December 2015, other cast members were gradually revealed, including Chris Messina,[22] Chris Cooper[image: External link],[23] Miguel[image: External link],[24] Max Casella[image: External link],[25] Scott Eastwood[image: External link] (who did not appear in the finished film),[26] Brendan Gleeson[image: External link],[27] Anthony Michael Hall[image: External link],[28] and Titus Welliver[image: External link].[29]
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 Filming




Principal photography[image: External link] began on October 28, 2015 in coastal Georgia.[30] Exterior scenes were filmed in Brunswick, at Affleck's private property on Hampton Island near Riceboro[image: External link],[31] on Tybee Island[image: External link],[32] in Savannah[image: External link], and at Fort Pulaski National Monument[image: External link].[33][34] Tampa's film commissioner said tax rebates in both Georgia and Affleck's home on Hampton Island, a 45 minute drive from Brunswick, had led the filmmakers to choose the state instead of Florida.[35] Filming took place in Lawrence, North Andover[image: External link], and Boston[image: External link]'s North End[image: External link].[36][37][38] From December 2015 to February 2016, filming took place in Los Angeles[image: External link], California[image: External link].[39] Scenes were shot at the Millennium Biltmore Hotel[image: External link][39] in Pasadena[image: External link],[40] and in Wilmington[image: External link].[41]

Cinematographer Robert Richardson[image: External link] used both the Arri Alexa[image: External link] 65 and vintage 65 lenses from Panavision[image: External link].[42][43]



	Set in Brunswick[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link]
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 Post-production




William Goldenberg[image: External link] signed on as the film's editor; he had previously worked with Affleck on Gone Baby Gone and Argo.[44][45] Harry Gregson-Williams[image: External link], who previously worked with Affleck on Gone Baby Gone and The Town, composed the score.[46] In March 2016, Affleck remarked: "Editing is a strange process. It's a lot of ups and downs, but overall, the movie has amazing performances. I just got so lucky with the cast. They're incredible ... The hardest part about the process now is trying to find stuff to cut out because I don't want the movie to be too long."[47]
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 Release




In November 2013, Warner Bros. scheduled the film for a Christmas 2015 release date. In May 2014, the release date was moved to October 7, 2016 and, in August 2015, it was pushed to an unknown release date in 2017.[48] In March 2016, Warner Bros. stated that the film would be released on October 20, 2017.[49][50] In June 2016, however, the release date was changed to January 13, 2017.[4] In October 2016, the film was pushed up to a limited release[image: External link] on December 25, 2016, before opening wide on January 13.[51]
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 Box office




Live by Night grossed $10.4 million in the United States and Canada and $11.9 million in other territories for a worldwide total of $22.3 million, against a production budget of $65 million.[3]

Over its first two days of release, the film grossed $49,000 (including $33,000 on its opening day) for a four-theater average of $8,250, finishing 34th at the box office.[52] In North America, the film had its expansion alongside new openers Monster Trucks[image: External link], The Bye Bye Man[image: External link] and Sleepless[image: External link], as well as the wide releases of Silence[image: External link] and Patriots Day[image: External link]. It was expected to gross around $10 million from 2,822 theaters in its four-day MLK[image: External link] opening weekend.[53] It ended up debuting to $5.1 million (a four-day total of $6.2 million), finishing 11th at the box office. Deadline.com attributed the film's poor opening to its crowded release weekend, as well as lack of critical praise and award buzz. 54% of its opening weekend attendance was male, while 88% was over the age of 25.[54] The film grossed $1.8 million in its second weekend of wide release (a drop of 64.8%), falling to 15th at the box office.[55]

In its third week of wide release the film was pulled from 94.1% of theaters (2,822 to 163) and grossed just $101,028, marking the largest third-week theater drop in history (besting the 2,523 theater decrease set by Meet Dave[image: External link] in 2008).[56] Due to its poor performance, the film is expected to lose Warner Bros. around $75 million.[57][5]
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 Critical response




On review aggregation[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film has an approval rating of 34% based on 197 reviews, and an average rating[image: External link] of 5.3/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Live by Night boasts visual style and an impressive cast, but they're lost in a would-be crime saga that finds producer, director, and star Ben Affleck revisiting familiar themes to diminishing effect."[58] On Metacritic[image: External link], which assigns a normalized rating, the film has a score of 49 out of 100, based on 43 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[59] Audiences surveyed by Cinemascore[image: External link] gave the film an average grade of "B" on an A+ to F scale.[60][citation needed[image: External link]]

Mike Ryan of Uproxx[image: External link] gave the film a mixed review, and noted that it felt rushed to completion, saying, "I am a fan of the movies Ben Affleck has directed. That's why Live by Night is such a disappointment. I was actively looking forward to it. And I would have given it any benefit of the doubt, but this movie just isn't there. It feels like a rushed project that Affleck had to get out of the way before he plays Batman again."[61] Owen Gleiberman of Variety also gave the film a mixed review, writing: "It's like seeing the ghost of a terrific movie: All the pieces are in place, yet as you're watching it (or thinking back on it afterwards), there doesn't seem to be quite enough there."[62] David Rooney of The Hollywood Reporter wrote, "Live by Night is solid enough entertainment, but it lacks the nasty edge or narrative muscularity to make it memorable."[63] Eric Kohn of Indiewire.com[image: External link] gave the film a C, writing: "Ultimately, Live by Night doesn't suggest Affleck's lost his groove so much as that his groove has its limits. Saddled with derivative material, he can't seem to find a fresh approach."[64]
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Eastern Congo Initiative





The Eastern Congo Initiative (ECI) is an American nonprofit organization[image: External link] established by Ben Affleck and Whitney Williams in 2010 as "the first U.S. based advocacy and grant-making initiative wholly focused on working with and for the people of eastern Congo".[1] ECI provides development grants and international advocacy for community-building initiatives in the Democratic Republic of Congo[image: External link].
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 Background




Affleck began to explore the possibility of becoming more actively involved in philanthropy in 2007 and was drawn to New York Times columnist Nicholas Kristof[image: External link]'s coverage of human rights abuses in the Democratic Republic of Congo[image: External link].[2] During two 2008 trips, Affleck reported on the humanitarian crisis for ABC News Nightline[image: External link][3] and directed a short film, Gimme Shelter, for the UN Refugee Agency[image: External link].[4] He also spoke at the Combating Global Poverty event during the 2008 Democratic National Convention.[5] In 2009, he wrote an essay for Time,[6] spoke at the Global Leadership Awards[image: External link],[7][8] and served as an executive producer of the HBO documentary film Reporter[image: External link], which focused on Kristof's work in the Congo.[9] After five visits to eastern Congo between 2007 and early 2010,[10][11] Affleck developed "a clearer sense of what I wanted to do...[10] What I found was that the people doing the best work, with the real expertise, who understood what was needed intuitively, just like they would in my neighborhood, who knew who the guy was to talk to, were community-based organizations."[12][13]
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 Aims




In 2010, Affleck and Whitney Williams co-founded the Eastern Congo Initiative.[14][15] Early investors included Howard Graham Buffett, Google[image: External link], Laurene Powell Jobs[image: External link], Pam Omidyar[image: External link] and Cindy McCain[image: External link].[16] ECI acts as a grant maker for Congolese-led, community-based organizations.[17] ECI, with two employees in the US and 12 in the Congo,[18] fundraises, makes grants and offers capacity-building support to over 20 charities.[19][20] These local charities support survivors of rape and sexual violence, help to reintegrate child soldiers into their communities, promote economic opportunity, increase access to health care and education, and promote community-level peace and reconciliation.[17][21] In an effort to create sustainable wealth,[13] ECI offers training and resources to cooperatives of Congolese farmers while leveraging public-private partnerships. In 2010, ECI partnered cacao farmers with Seattle-based Theo Chocolate and,[22][23] as of 2014, Theo is the biggest sourcer of cocoa beans in the Congo.[24] In 2011, ECI began supporting coffee farmers to increase the quality and quantity of their crop production; Starbucks began exporting their coffee beans in 2015.[25][26][27]

ECI also advocates with and on behalf of the people of eastern Congo to raise public awareness and drive policy change in the US.[28] In an effort to achieve this goal, ECI has published a white paper[image: External link] and a USAID[image: External link]-supported landscape analysis and searchable database of over 400 of the most effective community-based organizations.[29][30] Affleck has made nine media-documented trips to Central Africa since 2007 and has discussed ECI's work in many television interviews.[31][32] In 2010, he wrote a column for The Washington Post,[33] contributed an essay to The Enough Moment[image: External link][34] and appeared as a panelist at the Center for Strategic and International Studies.[35] In 2011, Affleck and Cindy McCain, an ECI board member, testified before the House Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health and Human Rights.[36][37] Also in 2011, Affleck was a speaker at the Global Philanthropy Forum.[38] In 2012, he spoke alongside Secretary of State Hillary Clinton at Washington's Child Survival: Call to Action Forum and alongside Senator John McCain at the Sedona Forum[image: External link].[39][40][41] He wrote op-eds for The Washington Post and Politico.[42][43] During the Kony 2012[image: External link] campaign, Affleck wrote an essay for The Huffington Post. While welcoming increased awareness of the issue of child soldiers, he warned that Western 'saviours' are "ineffectual at best and deadly at worst" and stressed the importance of funding "remarkable local organisations."[44] Later in 2012, Affleck testified before the House Armed Services Committee and met with members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.[45][46] In 2013, Affleck introduced the Orchestre Symphonique Kimbanguiste at a TED conference[image: External link][47][48] and began developing an Africa-set film.[49] Also that year, President of Rwanda Paul Kagame[image: External link] was photographed arriving at Affleck's Los Angeles home; Affleck had testified before Congress in 2012 about the Rwandese government's support of rebel groups in eastern Congo.[50][51] In early 2014, he and US Special Envoy Russ Feingold[image: External link] testified before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and met with Secretary of State John Kerry.[52] He also spoke at the Hillary Rodham Clinton Awards, where Denis Mukwege[image: External link] was honored.[53][54][55] In 2015, Affleck testified before the Senate Appropriations Committee on State, Foreign Operations, and Related Projects[56] while, in early 2016, he was a speaker at the Starkey Expo[image: External link].[57]
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 Affiliates





	
Howard Graham Buffett, philanthropist - Founding member[58]


	
Faida Mitifu, DRC Ambassador to the US - Advisory Committee member[58]


	
Humanity United[image: External link] - Founding member[58]


	
The Bridgeway Foundation[image: External link] - Founding member

	
Jewish World Watch[image: External link] - Founding member[58]
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Grant (money)





See also: land grant[image: External link]


"Grants" redirects here. For the city, see Grants, New Mexico[image: External link]. For other uses, see Grant[image: External link].

Grants are non-repayable funds or products disbursed[image: External link] by one party (grant makers), often a government department, corporation, foundation or trust, to a recipient[image: External link], often (but not always) a nonprofit entity, educational institution, business or an individual. In order to receive a grant, some form of "Grant Writing" often referred to as either a proposal or an application is required.

Most grants are made to fund a specific project and require some level of compliance and reporting. The grant writing[image: External link] process involves an applicant submitting a proposal (or submission) to a potential funder, either on the applicant's own initiative or in response to a Request for Proposal[image: External link] from the funder. Other grants can be given to individuals, such as victims of natural disasters[image: External link] or individuals who seek to open a small business[image: External link]. Sometimes grant makers require grant seekers to have some form of tax-exempt status, be a registered nonprofit organization or a local government.

For example, tiered funding for a freeway are very large grants negotiated at government policy level. However smaller grants may be provided by a government agency (e.g. municipal government).

Project-related funding involving business, communities, and individuals is often arranged by application either in writing or online.
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 United States




Main article: Federal grants in the United States[image: External link]


See also: Federal assistance in the United States[image: External link]


In the United States, grants most often come from a wide range of government departments or an even wider range of public and private trusts[image: External link] and foundations. According to the Foundation Center[image: External link][1] these trusts and foundations number in excess of 88,000 and disperse in excess of $40 billion every year. Trusts and Foundations are a little more complex to research and can be found through subscription-based directories.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Most often, education grants are issued by the government[image: External link] to students attending post-secondary[image: External link] education[image: External link] institutions[image: External link]. In certain cases, a part of a government loan[image: External link] is issued as a grant, particularly pertaining to promising students seeking financial support for continuing their educations.[2]

Grant compliance and reporting requirements vary depending upon the type of grant and funding agency. In the case of research grants involving human or animal subjects, additional involvement with the Institutional Review Boards[image: External link] (IRB) and/or Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee[image: External link] (IACUC) is required.


	
National Aeronautics and Space Administration[image: External link] (NASA) : NASA receives and evaluates both solicited and unsolicited grant proposals. The NASA Shared Services Center (NSSC) currently awards all new grants for NASA HQ, GSFC, NMO, Stennis and Dyrden. Awards are made in accordance with the NASA Grants and Cooperative Agreement Handbook[3]


	
National Institutes of Health (NIH)

	The Center for Scientific Review[image: External link] (CSR) is the focal point at NIH for the conduct of initial peer review of grant and fellowship applications. It implements ways to conduct referral and review.

	The Office of Extramural Research (OER) provides guidance to institutes in research and training programs conducted through extramural (grant, contract, cooperative agreement) programs.





	
National Science Foundation[image: External link] (NSF)

	Most NSF grants go to individuals or small groups of investigators who carry out research at their home campuses. Other grants provide funding for mid-scale research centers, instruments and facilities that serve researchers from many institutions. Still others fund national-scale facilities that are shared by the research community as a whole.

	The NSF receives about 40,000 proposals each year, and funds about 10,000 of them. Those funded are typically the projects that are ranked highest in a merit review process. These reviews are carried out by panels of independent scientists, engineers and educators who are experts in the relevant fields of study, and who are selected by the NSF with particular attention to avoiding conflicts of interest. (For example, the reviewers cannot work at the NSF itself, nor for the institution that employs the proposing researchers.) All proposal evaluations are confidential (the proposing researchers may see them, but they do not see the names of the reviewers).
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 Europe




The European Commission[image: External link] of the EU provides financing through numerous specific calls for project proposals. These may be within Framework Programmes[image: External link]. Although there are many 7 year programmes that are renewed that provide money for various purposes. These may be structural funds[image: External link], Youth programmes[image: External link] and Education programmes[image: External link]. There are also occasional one off grants to deal with unforeseen aspects or special projects and themes. Most of these are administered through what are called National Agencies, but some are administered directly through the EU Commission in Brussels. Due to the complexity of the funding mechanisms involved and especially the high competitiveness of the grant application processes (14%) professional Grant Consulting firms are gaining importance in the grant writing process.[4]

Another funding body in Europe is the Council of Europe[image: External link]. This is separate from the EU. Similarly there are calls and various projects that are funded by this Council.
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 Ireland




Grant-giving organizations in Ireland include the Irish Research Council for Science, Engineering and Technology[image: External link] and Science Foundation Ireland[image: External link] for research grants.
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 Denmark




Denmark has an educational universal grant system, SU (Statens Uddannelsesstøtte, the State Education Fund). It is available to all students from 18 years of age and all age groups currently taking courses. There are two systems of SU.[5]


	Youth Education (Ungdomsuddannelse), available to all students in pre-university education (upper secondary education).

	Higher Education (Videregående Uddannelse), available to all students in post-secondary (higher education). This system is a coupon grant valid for 5 years and 10 months from beginning higher education.



In addition to the government grant scheme, more than 35.000 grants in Denmark exists, which is the second largest number of foundations in Europe by country. These foundations are estimated to possess 400 DKK billion ($60bn) in accessible funds.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Poland




In Poland there exist two major grant organisations, both founded by the government:


	National Science Centre[image: External link]

	The National Centre for Research and Development



Foundation for Polish Science[image: External link] also offers different kinds of scientific grants for distinguished scholars, both Polish citizens and foreigners.
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 UK




Grants are made available in the United Kingdom for a variety of business, charitable and research purposes. The biggest grant distributors are government departments and agencies which offer grants to third party organisations (often a charitable organisation[image: External link]) to carry out statutory work on their behalf.

Other major grant distributors in the United Kingdom are the National Lottery[image: External link], charitable trusts[image: External link] and corporate foundations (through Corporate Social Responsibility[image: External link] policies). For example, Google[image: External link] contributes to the grants process through its Google Grants[image: External link] programme, where any charitable organization[image: External link] can benefit financially from free AdWords[image: External link] advertising if they share Google's social responsibility outcomes.

Grants are time limited (usually between one and three years) and are offered to implement existing government policies, to pilot new ways of doing things or to secure agreed outcomes. A grant will usually only be given for a specific project or use and will not usually be given for projects that have already begun.[6]

Over the years the discipline of writing grant bids has developed into a specialised activity. Many organisations employ fundraising[image: External link] professionals to carry out this work. In the United Kingdom the fundraising profession is governed by The Institute of Fundraising. The grant writing process generally includes search, proposal and accounting for competitive grant funds. Traditional search methods - for example referring to the Charities Aid Foundation[image: External link] Directory of Grant Making Trusts - are quickly becoming replaced by online fundraising[image: External link] tools.
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	Funding[image: External link]

	Loan#Subsidized[image: External link]

	Concession (contract)[image: External link]
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Grants Guys[image: External link] A Non-Profit Grant Assisting Service

	
Grants.gov[image: External link] United States Government Grant Resource
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Advocacy






This article is about promotion of a cause or point of view. For legal representation, see Advocate[image: External link].



	This article includes a list of references[image: External link], but its sources remain unclear because it has insufficient inline citations[image: External link]. Please help to improve[image: External link] this article by introducing[image: External link] more precise citations. (March 2009) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




Advocacy is an activity by an individual or group[image: External link] which aims to influence decisions[image: External link] within political, economic, and social systems and institutions. Advocacy can include many activities that a person or organization undertakes including media campaigns[image: External link], public speaking[image: External link], commissioning and publishing research or conducting exit poll[image: External link] or the filing of an amicus brief[image: External link]. Lobbying[image: External link] (often by lobby groups[image: External link]) is a form of advocacy where a direct approach is made to legislators[image: External link] on an issue which plays a significant role in modern politics[image: External link].[1] Research has started to address how advocacy groups in the United States[2] and Canada[3] are using social media to facilitate civic engagement and collective action.

An advocate[image: External link] is someone who provides advocacy support to people who need it.
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 Forms




There are several forms of advocacy, each representing a different approach in a way to initiate changes in the society. One of the most popular forms is social justice advocacy.

The initial definition does not encompass the notions of power relations, people’s participation and a vision of a just society as promoted by social justice advocates. For them, advocacy represents the series of actions taken and issues highlighted to change the “what is” into a “what should be”, considering that this “what should be” is a more decent and a more just society (ib., 2001.).[full citation needed[image: External link]] Those actions, which vary with the political, economic and social environment in which they are conducted, have several points in common (ib., 2001.).[full citation needed[image: External link]] They:


	Question the way policy is administered

	Participate in the agenda setting as they raise significant issues

	Target political systems "because those systems are not responding to people's needs"

	Are inclusive and engaging

	Propose policy solutions

	Open up space for public argumentation



Other forms of advocacy include:


	Budget advocacy: another aspect of advocacy that ensures proactive engagement of Civil Society Organizations with the government budget to make the government more accountable to the people and promote transparency. Budget advocacy also enables citizens and social action groups to compel the government to be more alert to the needs and aspirations of people in general and the deprived sections of the community.

	Bureaucratic advocacy: people considered "experts" have more chance to succeed at presenting their issues to decision-makers. They use bureaucratic advocacy to influence the agenda, although at a slower pace.

	
Express versus issue advocacy[image: External link]: These two types of advocacy when grouped together usually refers to a debate in the United States whether a group is expressly making their desire known that voters should cast ballots in a particular way, or whether a group has a long term issue that isn't campaign and election season specific.

	
Health advocacy[image: External link]: supports and promotes patients' health care rights as well as enhance community health and policy initiatives that focus on the availability, safety and quality of care.

	Ideological advocacy: in this approach, groups fight, sometimes during protests, to advance their ideas in the decision-making circles.

	Interest-group advocacy: lobbying is the main tool used by interest groups doing mass advocacy. It is a form of action that does not always succeed at influencing political decision-makers as it requires resources and organization to be effective.

	Legislative advocacy: the "reliance on the state or federal legislative process" as part of a strategy to create change.[4]


	Mass advocacy: any type of action taken by large groups (petitions, demonstrations, etc.)

	Media advocacy: "the strategic use of the mass media as a resource to advance a social or public policy initiative" (Jernigan and Wright, 1996). In Canada, for example, the Manitoba Public Insurance campaigns illustrate how media advocacy was used to fight alcohol and tobacco-related health issues. We can also consider the role of health advocacy and the media in “the enactment of municipal smoking bylaws in Canada between 1970 and 1995.”[5]


	Special education advocacy: advocacy with a "specific focus on the educational rights of students with disabilities."



Different contexts in which advocacy is used:


	In a legal/law context: An " advocate[image: External link]" is the title of a specific person who is authorized/appointed in some way to speak on behalf of a person in a legal process.

	In a political context: An "advocacy group[image: External link]" is an organized collection of people who seek to influence political decisions and policy, without seeking election to public office.

	In a social care context: Both terms (and more specific ones such as "independent advocacy") are used in the UK in the context of a network of interconnected organisations and projects which seek to benefit people who are in difficulty (primarily in the context of disability and mental health).

	In the context of inclusion: Citizen Advocacy organisations[image: External link] (or programmes) seek to cause benefit by reconnecting people who have become isolated. Their practice was defined in two key documents: CAPE, and Learning from Citizen Advocacy Programs.
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 Aims




Advocacy in all its forms seeks to ensure that people, particularly those who are most vulnerable in society, are able to:[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Have their voice heard on issues that are important to them

	Defend and safeguard their rights

	Have their views and wishes genuinely considered when decisions are being made about their lives



Advocacy is a process of supporting and enabling people to:[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Express their views and concerns

	Access information and services

	Defend and promote their rights and responsibilities

	Explore choices and options
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 Use of the Internet




Groups involved in advocacy work have been using the Internet[image: External link] to accomplish organizational goals. It has been argued that the Internet helps to increase the speed, reach and effectiveness of advocacy-related communication as well as mobilization efforts, suggesting that social media[image: External link] are beneficial to the advocacy community.[3][6][7][8]
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 Topics




See also: social issue[image: External link]


People advocate for a large number and variety of topics. Some of these are clear-cut social issues[image: External link] that are universally agreed to be problematic and worth solving, such as human trafficking[image: External link]. Others—such as abortion[image: External link]—are much more divisive and inspire strongly-held opinions on both sides. There may never be a consensus on this latter type of issues, but intense advocacy is likely to remain. In the United States[image: External link], any issue of widespread debate and deeply-divided opinion can be referred to as a social issue. The Library of Congress[image: External link] has assembled an extensive list of social issues in the United States, ranging from vast ones like abortion to same-sex marriage to smaller ones like hacking[image: External link] and academic cheating[image: External link].[9]

Topics that appear to involve advancing a certain positive ideal are often known as causes. A particular cause may be very expansive in nature — for instance, increasing liberty[image: External link] or fixing a broken political system. For instance in 2008, U.S. presidential candidate Barack Obama utilized such a meaning when he said, "this was the moment when we tore down barriers that have divided us for too long; when we rallied people of all parties and ages to a common cause."[10] Change.org[image: External link] and Causes[image: External link] are two popular websites that allow people to organize around a common cause.

Topics upon which there is universal agreement that they need to be solved include, for example, human trafficking[image: External link], poverty[image: External link], water and sanitation[image: External link] as a human right[image: External link].[11]

"Social issues" as referred to in the United States also include topics (also known as "causes") intended by their advocates to advance certain ideals (such as equality[image: External link]) include: civil rights[image: External link], LGBT rights[image: External link], women's rights[image: External link], environmentalism[image: External link], and veganism[image: External link].
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 Transnational advocacy




Advocates and advocacy groups represent a wide range of categories and support several issues as listed on worldadvocacy.com.[12] The Advocacy Institute,[13] a US-based global organization, is dedicated to strengthening the capacity of political, social, and economic justice advocates to influence and change public policy.[14]

The phenomenon of globalization[image: External link] draws a special attention to advocacy beyond countries’ borders. The core existence of networks such as World Advocacy or the Advocacy Institute demonstrates the increasing importance of transnational advocacy and international advocacy. Transnational advocacy networks are more likely to emerge around issues where external influence is necessary to ease the communication between internal groups and their own government. Groups of advocates willing to further their mission also tend to promote networks and to meet with their internal counterparts to exchange ideas.[15]

Transnational advocates spend time with a local interest groups in order to better understand their views and wishes.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 See also





	Advocacy group[image: External link]
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Pearl Street Films





Pearl Street Films is an American motion picture[image: External link] production[image: External link] company. The company was founded by Matt Damon and Ben Affleck. In October 2012, Jennifer Todd[image: External link] was named president of the company. Pearl Street Films is based at Warner Bros.

Filmography



	Year
	Film
	Director
	Other notes



	2012[image: External link]
	Promised Land[image: External link]
	Gus Van Sant
	



	2015[image: External link]
	The Leisure Class[image: External link]
	Jason Mann[image: External link]
	Project Greenlight / HBO Films[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	Manchester by the Sea[image: External link]
	Kenneth Lonergan
	



	Incorporated[image: External link]
	David Pastor, Àlex Pastor
	Syfy[image: External link]



	Jason Bourne[image: External link]
	Paul Greengrass
	First Bourne[image: External link] film produced by the company.



	Live by Night
	Ben Affleck
	Co-production with Appian Way Productions[image: External link]



	TBA
	House of Deceit[image: External link][1]
	Gavin O'Connor[image: External link]
	



	The Batman[image: External link]
	Matt Reeves
	DC Extended Universe[image: External link]



	Untitled Africa project[2]
	Ben Affleck
	Developing



	Sleeper[image: External link][3][4]
	
	Developing



	Apostle Paul[image: External link][5]
	
	Developing



	Thirst[6]
	Elliott Lester[image: External link]
	HBO Films



	Witness for the Prosecution[image: External link][7]
	Ben Affleck
	20th Century Fox




References



	
^ Locker, Melissa. "Ben Affleck And Matt Damon Are Making A Movie About The FIFA Scandal"[image: External link]. Vanityfair.com. Retrieved August 18, 2015.


	
^ Untitled Ben Affleck/Will Staples Project[image: External link] at the Internet Movie Database


	
^ McNairy, Dave. "Ben Affleck, Matt Damon Producing DC Entertainment's 'Sleeper' for Warner Bros. (EXCLUSIVE)"[image: External link]. variety.com. Dave McNairy. Retrieved June 14, 2015.


	
^ Sleeper[image: External link] at the Internet Movie Database


	
^ McNairy, Dave. "Hugh Jackman to Star in Biblical Drama 'Apostle Paul' "[image: External link]. Variety.com. Variety. Retrieved June 14, 2015.


	
^ Thrist[image: External link] at the Internet Movie Database


	
^ McNary, Dave. "Ben Affleck Directing, Starring in 'Witness for the Prosecution' Remake"[image: External link]. Variety.com. Retrieved August 30, 2016.






External links


	
Pearl Street Films[image: External link] at the Internet Movie Database




TOP




Categories[image: External link]:

	Film production companies of the United States[image: External link]

	Matt Damon[image: External link]

	Ben Affleck[image: External link]

	American film company stubs[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 23 February 2017, at 20:16.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Pearl Street Films: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearl_Street_Films [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Pearl_Street_Films [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 Geography

	3 Transportation

	4 Demographics

	5 Government

	6 Education

	7 Sports and recreation

	8 Arts and entertainment

	9 Notable people

	10 Military installations

	11 Groundwater pollution

	12 References

	13 External links





Falmouth, Massachusetts






Falmouth (pronunciation: /'faelmth /[image: External link] FAL -mith[image: External link]) is a town[image: External link] in Barnstable County[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link], United States[image: External link]; Barnstable County is coextensive with Cape Cod[image: External link]. The population was 31,532 at the 2010 census,[2] making Falmouth the second-largest municipality on Cape Cod after Barnstable. The terminal for the Steamship Authority[image: External link] ferries to Martha's Vineyard[image: External link] is located in the village of Woods Hole[image: External link] in Falmouth. Woods Hole also contains several scientific organizations such as the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution[image: External link], the Marine Biological Laboratory[image: External link] (MBL), the Woods Hole Research Center[image: External link], the Woods Hole Science Aquarium[image: External link], and the scientific institutions' various museums.

For geographic and demographic information on specific parts of the town of Falmouth, please see the articles on East Falmouth[image: External link], Falmouth Village[image: External link], North Falmouth[image: External link], Teaticket[image: External link], West Falmouth[image: External link], and Woods Hole[image: External link]. Falmouth also encompasses the villages of Hatchville[image: External link] and Waquoit, which are not census-designated places[image: External link] and fall within the village of East Falmouth based on postal service.
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 History




Falmouth was first settled by English colonists in 1660 and was officially incorporated in 1686. Bartholomew Gosnold[image: External link] named the settlement for Falmouth, Cornwall[image: External link], England[image: External link],[3] his home port. Early principal activities were farming, salt works, shipping, whaling, and sheep husbandry[image: External link], which was very popular due to the introduction of Merino[image: External link] sheep and the beginnings of water-powered mills that could process the wool. In 1837, Falmouth averaged about 50 sheep per square mile.

Falmouth saw brief action in the War of 1812[image: External link], when the area around Falmouth Heights, on its southern coast, was bombarded by several British frigates[image: External link] and ships of the line[image: External link], and Massachusetts militia[image: External link] hastily entrenched themselves on the beaches to repulse a possible British landing which never came. By 1872, the train had come to Falmouth and Woods Hole, and some of the first summer homes were established. By the late 19th century, cranberries[image: External link] were being cultivated and strawberries[image: External link] were being raised for the Boston market. Large-scale dairying was tried in the early 20th century in interior regions. After the improvement in highways, and thanks in part to the heavy use of neighboring Otis Air National Guard Base[image: External link] during World War II, population growth increased significantly. Large homebuilding booms occurred in the 1970s, followed by others in the 1980s and 1990s.

In the late 1800s, after railroad service was established between Boston and Cape Cod, James Madison Beebe bought over 700 acres (280 ha) and built Highfield Hall, which is now a museum, and much of the land is preserved as Beebe Woods.

In 1965, Robert Manry[image: External link] sailed from Falmouth aboard his 13.5-foot (4.1 m) sailboat and reached Falmouth, England, 78 days later.
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 Historic districts




The town of Falmouth has seven historic districts, including four on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link]:


	Falmouth Village Green[image: External link]

	North Falmouth Village[image: External link]

	Waquoit[image: External link]

	
West Falmouth Village[image: External link][4]




The other three historic districts are in Woods Hole, Davisville, and Quissett.

In addition to the historic districts, Falmouth has ten individual sites on the National Register:


	Central Fire Station[image: External link]

	Crowell-Bourne Farm[image: External link]

	Elnathan Nye House[image: External link]

	Falmouth Pumping Station[image: External link]

	Josiah Tobey House[image: External link]

	Lawrence Academy[image: External link]

	Nobska Light[image: External link]

	Poor House and Methodist Cemetery[image: External link]

	Teaticket School[image: External link]

	
Woods Hole School[image: External link][5]




Offshore Falmouth in Buzzards Bay[image: External link], Cleveland East Ledge Light[image: External link] is listed with the National Register.
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 Geography




According to the United States Census Bureau[image: External link], the town has a total area of 54.4 square miles (141.0 km2), of which 44.1 square miles (114.1 km2) is land and 10.3 square miles (26.8 km2), or 19.04%, is water.[2] Most of Falmouth, like the rest of Cape Cod, sits on glacial sands composed of glacial outwash[image: External link] deposits. However, the soil in the southwestern part of the town, consisting of moraine[image: External link] deposits, is more rocky and dense, like the rest of New England[image: External link], and many glacial erratics[image: External link] are scattered about, having been dropped by the retreating glaciers. The climate is temperate marine. There is no exposed bedrock. Rainfall is evenly distributed throughout the year and averages 2 to 3 in (50 – 75 mm) per month.

Falmouth lies on the southwestern tip of Cape Cod. It is bordered by Bourne[image: External link] and Sandwich[image: External link] to the north, Mashpee[image: External link] to the east, Vineyard Sound[image: External link] to the south, and Buzzards Bay[image: External link] to the west. At its closest point, Falmouth is approximately 560 yards (510 m) from Nonamesset Island[image: External link], the easternmost island of the town of Gosnold[image: External link] and the Elizabeth Islands[image: External link]. It is approximately 3 1⁄3 miles (5.4 km) north-northwest of Martha's Vineyard[image: External link], the closest land to the island. Falmouth is approximately 14 miles (23 km) south of the Bourne Bridge[image: External link], 22 miles (35 km) west of Barnstable[image: External link], and 77 miles (124 km) south-southeast of Boston[image: External link].

Falmouth's topography is similar to the rest of Cape Cod's, with many small ponds, creeks, and inlets[image: External link] surrounded by the pines[image: External link] and oaks[image: External link] of the Cape and often rocky beachfront. Falmouth's southern shore is notable for a series of ponds and rivers spaced very closely together, all of which travel some distance into the town. These include, from west to east, Falmouth Inner Harbor, Little Pond, Great Pond (which leads to the Dexter and Coonamesset[image: External link] rivers), Green Pond, Bourne's Pond, Eel Pond (which leads to the Childs River[image: External link]), and Waquoit Bay[image: External link], which lies along the Mashpee town line. The Buzzards Bay side of the town is primarily bays[image: External link] divided by necks, peninsulas connected to land by isthmi[image: External link]. The largest inlet is Megansett Cove along the Bourne town line. The Buzzards Bay shore of Falmouth is punctuated by a number of hamlets, including, from north to south, Megansett, New Silver Beach[image: External link], Old Silver, Chappaquoit, Sippewisset, Quissett, and Woods Hole[image: External link].
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 Transportation




Falmouth's main road is Massachusetts Route 28[image: External link], which runs south from Bourne as a divided highway, then becomes a surface road and heads east through downtown as Main Street, then turns northeast through East Falmouth before crossing into Mashpee. As one of two major east–west routes on the Cape, Route 28 is regularly congested, and there is minimal room for widening opportunities. Route 151[image: External link] runs east–west through the northern section of the town, connecting North Falmouth and Hatchville with Mashpee.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Falmouth is home to The Woods Hole, Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket Steamship Authority[image: External link]. Daily ferry service brings tourists, residents and supplies from Woods Hole to Nantucket[image: External link] and Martha's Vineyard[image: External link]. It is the main ferry line between the Vineyard and the mainland (as Nantucket is further east, its main line leaves Hyannis[image: External link]). A seasonal ferry, the Island Queen, runs from Falmouth Harbor to Martha's Vineyard.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Massachusetts Coastal Railroad[image: External link] provides rail freight service to North Falmouth, where a spur runs into Otis Air Base to serve a trash transfer station. Also, as of a June 25, 2009 capecodonline.com article, the company plans to re-extend passenger railroad service to the town, complete with dinner and tourist trains, though this will also be only to North Falmouth, due to the fact that the other 8 miles (13 km) of railroad track had been replaced with the current Shining Sea Bikeway[image: External link]. On November 21, 2009, North Falmouth saw its first passenger train in at least 12 years. The nearest inter-city ( Amtrak[image: External link]) passenger rail stations are Providence[image: External link] and Boston's South Station[image: External link]. The Middleborough/Lakeville[image: External link] and Kingston/Route 3[image: External link] stations of the MBTA's[image: External link] commuter rail[image: External link] system provide the closest service to Boston.[citation needed[image: External link]]

There is a private air park in East Falmouth,[6] and the nearest national and international air service is at Logan International Airport[image: External link] in Boston. There is a regional airport in nearby Hyannis.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Falmouth is also served by the Cape Cod Regional Transit Authority[image: External link] bus routes.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Demographics




See also: List of Massachusetts locations by per capita income[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Year
	Pop.
	±%



	1850[image: External link]
	2,621
	—    



	1860[image: External link]
	2,456
	−6.3%



	1870[image: External link]
	2,237
	−8.9%



	1880[image: External link]
	2,422
	+8.3%



	1890[image: External link]
	2,567
	+6.0%



	1900[image: External link]
	3,500
	+36.3%



	1910[image: External link]
	3,144
	−10.2%



	1920[image: External link]
	3,500
	+11.3%



	1930[image: External link]
	4,821
	+37.7%



	1940[image: External link]
	6,878
	+42.7%



	1950[image: External link]
	8,662
	+25.9%



	1960[image: External link]
	13,037
	+50.5%



	1970[image: External link]
	15,942
	+22.3%



	1980[image: External link]
	23,640
	+48.3%



	1990[image: External link]
	27,960
	+18.3%



	2000[image: External link]
	32,660
	+16.8%



	2010[image: External link]
	31,531
	−3.5%



	* = population estimate.

Source: United States Census[image: External link] records and Population Estimates Program[image: External link] data.[7][8][9][10][11][12][13][14][15][16]





As of the census[image: External link][17] of 2000, there were 32,660 people, 13,859 households, and 8,980 families residing in the town. The population density[image: External link] was 738.2 inhabitants per square mile (285.0/km2). There were 20,055 housing units at an average density of 453.3 per square mile (175.0/km2). The racial makeup of the town was 93.39% White[image: External link], 1.82% Black[image: External link] or African American[image: External link], 0.51% Native American[image: External link], 0.92% Asian[image: External link], 0.02% Pacific Islander[image: External link], 1.44% from other races[image: External link], and 1.91% from two or more races. Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race were 1.28% of the population.

There were 13,859 households out of which 24.2% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 52.0% were married couples[image: External link] living together, 10.1% had a female householder with no husband present, and 35.2% were non-families. 29.8% of all households were made up of individuals and 14.0% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.30 and the average family size was 2.84.

In the town, the population was spread out with 20.7% under the age of 18, 4.8% from 18 to 24, 24.5% from 25 to 44, 27.5% from 45 to 64, and 22.5% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 45 years. For every 100 females there were 87.6 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 83.9 males.

The median income for a household in the town was $48,191, and the median income for a family was $57,422. Males had a median income of $41,797 versus $28,867 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the town was $27,548. About 4.5% of families and 6.9% of the population were below the poverty line[image: External link], including 8.8% of those under age 18 and 6.2% of those age 65 or over.
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 Government




Falmouth is represented in the Massachusetts House of Representatives[image: External link] as a part of two districts, the Third Barnstable (which also includes portions of Barnstable, Bourne and Mashpee), and the Barnstable, Dukes and Nantucket District, which includes all of Martha's Vineyard, Nantucket and Gosnold. The town is represented in the Massachusetts Senate[image: External link] as a part of the Plymouth and Barnstable district, which includes Bourne, Kingston, Pembroke, Plymouth, and Sandwich.[18] The town is patrolled by the Seventh (Bourne) Barracks of Troop D of the Massachusetts State Police[image: External link].[19]

On the national level, Falmouth is a part of Massachusetts's 9th congressional district[image: External link], and is currently represented by Bill Keating[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Falmouth is governed by the representative town meeting[image: External link] form of government with 9 precincts of 27 members each serving three-year terms and is led by a five-member board of selectmen[image: External link] serving rotating three-year terms. The town operates its own police and fire departments, with a central police station and five fire stations. The fire department also operates the town's ambulance service with four-ambulances staffed 24/7. The town's central library is located downtown. There are branches in North and East Falmouth, and private libraries in West Falmouth and Woods Hole which are open to the public. There are seven post offices in town for the six ZIP codes[image: External link], although several overlap and the main office handles the majority of the work. Falmouth is also the site of Falmouth Hospital, which serves the Upper Cape region.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Education




Falmouth's public school system serves about 4,500 students yearly. There are four schools, East Falmouth, Mullen-Hall, North Falmouth, and Teaticket, which serve the elementary school population, from pre-kindergarten to fourth grade. The Morse Pond Middle School serves grades five and six, while the Lawrence Junior High School[image: External link] serves grades seven and eight. Falmouth High School[image: External link] covers grades 9-12. (Prior to 1974 the 9-12 grades were in the Lawrence building and known as Lawrence High School.) FHS's athletics teams are nicknamed the Clippers, and their colors are maroon and white. They compete in the Atlantic Coast League, having moved recently from the Old Colony League. Their chief rival is nearby Barnstable High School. The public schools are supported in part by the Volunteers in Public Schools (VIPS), various PTO associations, the Falmouth Scholarship Association, the Falmouth Education Foundation (FEF), the Falmouth STEM Boosters and the Woods Hole Science Technology Partnership.

Falmouth is also the home of a private school, Falmouth Academy[image: External link], serving grades 7 through 12. Falmouth high school students may also choose to attend the Upper Cape Cod Regional Technical High School[image: External link] in Bourne free of charge. Resident students can also attend Sturgis Charter Public School[image: External link] in Hyannis[image: External link] also free of charge, pending acceptance through a lottery.
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 Sports and recreation




The Falmouth Commodores[image: External link] of the Cape Cod Baseball League[image: External link] play at Arnie Allen Diamond at Guv Fuller Field from mid-June to early August.

Falmouth is the home of its namesake Falmouth Road Race[image: External link], an annual race started in 1973 that draws over 10,000 runners from all over the world. The race runs 7 miles (11 km) from the village of Woods Hole to Falmouth Heights Beach in downtown Falmouth.
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 Arts and entertainment




Falmouth is home to a vibrant theatre community. The College Light Opera Company[image: External link] has performed at the Highfield Theatre every summer since 1969. Other institutions include the Falmouth Theatre Guild and the Cape Cod Theatre Project[image: External link].

In addition to theatre, there is the Cape Cod Conservatory and the Falmouth Arts Guild.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Falmouth holds a yearly Christmas parade in the month of December that runs along Main Street in downtown Falmouth.
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 Notable people





	
Peter Abrahams[image: External link], author

	
Casey Affleck, actor

	
Katharine Lee Bates[image: External link], author of "America the Beautiful[image: External link]"

	
Jamaal Branch[image: External link], former NFL[image: External link] football player for the New Orleans Saints[image: External link], attended Colgate University[image: External link], 2003 Walter Payton Award[image: External link] winner.

	
Steve Cishek[image: External link], relief pitcher for the Seattle Mariners[image: External link]


	
Jim Connors[image: External link], radio personality

	
Colleen Coyne[image: External link], 1998 Olympic gold medalist on the U.S. women's ice hockey[image: External link] team

	
Wesley Dennis (illustrator)[image: External link], illustrator of children's books

	
Jessica Dubroff[image: External link], 7-year-old pilot trainee who died in a plane crash

	
Jacob Sloat Fassett[image: External link], U.S. congressman from Elmira, New York; Fassett's Point in West Falmouth and the town of Fassett, Quebec[image: External link], are named after him

	
Melissa Febos[image: External link], writer and ex-dominatrix

	
Paul Harney[image: External link], former professional PGA[image: External link] golfer, resided in Falmouth and owned the Paul Harney Golf Club in Hatchville[image: External link]


	
Frederick E. Olmsted[image: External link], WPA muralist and sculptor then later scientist

	
Bill Polian[image: External link], president of the Indianapolis Colts[image: External link], spends his summers in Falmouth

	
Sunita Williams[image: External link], astronaut and United States Navy officer
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 Military installations




Camp Edwards[image: External link], formerly named Camp Falmouth,[citation needed[image: External link]] is a US military training camp in western Barnstable County. It is the largest part of Joint Base Cape Cod[image: External link], formerly named Massachusetts Military Reservation. The installation is of economic and environmental importance.
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 Groundwater pollution




During the 1970s and 1980s, it was discovered that the groundwater[image: External link] in some areas of Falmouth had been contaminated by toxic chemicals linked to the disposal of jet fuel, solvents, industrial chemicals, and other substances on the Massachusetts Military Reservation, now known as Joint Base Cape Cod[image: External link]. Plumes of groundwater pollution[image: External link] that reached into Falmouth contaminated household well water[image: External link] in some neighborhoods and forced the town to shut down a public well in 1975 that accounted for 25% of the town's public water supply[image: External link]. A major report was released on the contamination in 1986. In 1996, the Air Force Center for Environmental Excellence[image: External link] (now known as the Air Force Center for Engineering and the Environment) assumed responsibility for the cleanup, treating soils at several sites and installing pumping wells in an effort to contain the plumes of groundwater contamination.[20]

In 2010, the Silent Spring Institute[image: External link] tested about 20 public water supplies, 40 percent of which had detectable levels of perfluorinated compounds[image: External link] (PFCs).[21] In 2015, the Air Force started testing private wells in the Currier Road area after water treatment plant samples showed elevated levels of 1,4-dioxane[image: External link].[21] Since May 2016, four houses in the Currier Road neighborhood have been receiving bottled water for elevated levels of PFCs after the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link] established a national standard for PFCs, such as PFOS and PFOAs.[21]
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Cambridge, Massachusetts






Cambridge (/'keImbrIdZ /[image: External link][2] KAYM -brij[image: External link]) is a city in Middlesex County[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link], and is a part of the Boston metropolitan area[image: External link].

Situated directly north of the city of Boston[image: External link], across the Charles River[image: External link], it was named in honor of the University of Cambridge[image: External link] in the United Kingdom[image: External link], an important center of the Puritan[image: External link] theology embraced by the town's founders.[3]:18 Harvard University and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link] (MIT), two of the world's most prestigious universities, are located in Cambridge,[4] as was Radcliffe College[image: External link], one of the leading colleges for women[image: External link] in the United States until it merged with Harvard.

According to the 2010 Census[image: External link], the city's population was 105,162.[5] As of July 2014, it was the fifth most populous city in the state, behind Boston[image: External link], Worcester[image: External link], Springfield[image: External link] and Lowell[image: External link].[6] Cambridge was one of the two seats[image: External link] of Middlesex County prior to the abolition of county government in 1997; Lowell was the other.

Kendall Square[image: External link] in Cambridge has been called "the most innovative square mile on the planet", in reference to the high concentration of entrepreneurial[image: External link] start-ups[image: External link] and quality of innovation[image: External link] which have emerged in the vicinity of the square since 2010.[7][8]



TOP
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 History




See also: Timeline of Cambridge, Massachusetts[image: External link]


The site for what would become Cambridge was chosen in December 1630, because it was located safely upriver from Boston Harbor[image: External link], which made it easily defensible from attacks by enemy ships. Thomas Dudley[image: External link], his daughter Anne Bradstreet[image: External link], and her husband Simon, were among the first settlers of the town. The first houses were built in the spring of 1631. The settlement was initially referred to as "the newe towne".[9][10] Official Massachusetts records show the name capitalized as Newe Towne by 1632 and a single word Newtowne by 1638.[10][11] Located at the first convenient Charles River[image: External link] crossing west of Boston[image: External link], Newe Towne was one of a number of towns (including Boston, Dorchester[image: External link], Watertown[image: External link], and Weymouth[image: External link]), founded by the 700 original Puritan[image: External link] colonists of the Massachusetts Bay Colony[image: External link] under governor John Winthrop[image: External link]. Its first preacher was Thomas Hooker[image: External link], who led many of its original inhabitants west to found the Connecticut Colony[image: External link]; before leaving, however, they sold their plots to more recent immigrants from England.[9] The original village site is in the heart of today's Harvard Square[image: External link]. The marketplace[image: External link] where farmers brought in crops from surrounding towns to sell survives today as the small park at the corner of John F. Kennedy and Winthrop Streets, then at the edge of a salt marsh and since filled. The town included a much larger area than the present city,[9] with various outlying parts becoming independent towns over the years: Cambridge Village (later Newtown and now Newton[image: External link]) in 1688,[12] Cambridge Farms (now Lexington[image: External link]) in 1712[9] or 1713,[13] and Little or South Cambridge (now Brighton[image: External link])[a] and Menotomy or West Cambridge (now Arlington[image: External link]) in 1807.[9][14][b] In the late 19th century, various schemes for annexing Cambridge itself to the city of Boston were pursued and rejected.[15][16]

In 1636, the Newe College (later renamed Harvard College[image: External link] after benefactor John Harvard[image: External link]) was founded by the colony to train ministers[image: External link]. Newe Towne was chosen for the site of the college by the Great and General Court (the Massachusetts legislature) primarily—according to Cotton Mather[image: External link]—to be near the popular and highly respected Puritan preacher Thomas Shepard[image: External link]. In May 1638[17][18] the name of the settlement was changed to Cambridge in honor of the university[image: External link] in Cambridge, England[image: External link].[9][19] Hooker and Shepard, Newtowne's ministers, and the college's first president[image: External link], major benefactor[image: External link], and first schoolmaster[image: External link] were all Cambridge alumni, as was the colony[image: External link]'s governor John Winthrop. In 1629, Winthrop had led the signing of the founding document of the city of Boston, which was known as the Cambridge Agreement[image: External link], after the university.[20] It was Governor Thomas Dudley[image: External link] who, in 1650, signed the charter creating the corporation which still governs Harvard College.[21][22]

Cambridge grew slowly as an agricultural village eight miles (13 km) by road from Boston, the capital of the colony. By the American Revolution[image: External link], most residents lived near the Common[image: External link] and Harvard College, with farms and estates comprising most of the town. Most of the inhabitants were descendants of the original Puritan colonists, but there was also a small elite of Anglican[image: External link] "worthies" who were not involved in village life, who made their livings from estates, investments, and trade, and lived in mansions along "the Road to Watertown" (today's Brattle Street[image: External link], still known as Tory Row[image: External link]). Coming up from Virginia[image: External link], George Washington[image: External link] took command of the volunteer American soldiers camped on Cambridge Common[image: External link] on July 3, 1775,[9] now reckoned the birthplace of the U.S. Army[image: External link].[23] Most of the Tory[image: External link] estates were confiscated after the Revolution. On January 24, 1776, Henry Knox[image: External link] arrived with artillery captured from Fort Ticonderoga[image: External link], which enabled Washington to drive the British army out of Boston.

Between 1790 and 1840, Cambridge began to grow rapidly, with the construction of the West Boston Bridge[image: External link] in 1792, that connected Cambridge directly to Boston, making it no longer necessary to travel eight miles (13 km) through the Boston Neck[image: External link], Roxbury[image: External link], and Brookline[image: External link] to cross the Charles River[image: External link]. A second bridge, the Canal Bridge, opened in 1809 alongside the new Middlesex Canal[image: External link]. The new bridges and roads made what were formerly estates and marshland[image: External link] into prime industrial and residential districts.

In the mid-19th century, Cambridge was the center of a literary revolution when it gave the country a new identity through poetry and literature. Cambridge was home to some of the famous Fireside Poets—so called because their poems would often be read aloud by families in front of their evening fires. The Fireside Poets[image: External link]—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow[image: External link], James Russell Lowell[image: External link], and Oliver Wendell Holmes[image: External link]—were highly popular and influential in their day.

Soon after, turnpikes[image: External link] were built: the Cambridge and Concord Turnpike[image: External link] (today's Broadway and Concord Ave.), the Middlesex Turnpike[image: External link] (Hampshire St. and Massachusetts Ave.[image: External link] northwest of Porter Square[image: External link]), and what are today's Cambridge, Main, and Harvard Streets were roads to connect various areas of Cambridge to the bridges. In addition, the town was connected to the Boston & Maine Railroad[image: External link],[24] leading to the development of Porter Square as well as the creation of neighboring town Somerville[image: External link] from the formerly rural parts of Charlestown[image: External link].

Cambridge was incorporated as a city in 1846.[9] This was despite noticeable tensions between East Cambridge, Cambridgeport, and Old Cambridge that stemmed from differences in each area's culture, sources of income, and the national origins of the residents.[25] The city's commercial center began to shift from Harvard Square to Central Square, which became the downtown of the city around this time. Between 1850 and 1900, Cambridge took on much of its present character—streetcar suburban[image: External link] development along the turnpikes, with working-class and industrial neighborhoods focused on East Cambridge, comfortable middle-class housing being built on old estates in Cambridgeport and Mid-Cambridge, and upper-class enclaves near Harvard University and on the minor hills of the city. The coming of the railroad to North Cambridge and Northwest Cambridge then led to three major changes in the city: the development of massive brickyards and brickworks between Massachusetts Ave., Concord Ave. and Alewife Brook[image: External link]; the ice-cutting industry launched by Frederic Tudor[image: External link] on Fresh Pond[image: External link]; and the carving up of the last estates into residential subdivisions to provide housing to the thousands of immigrants that arrived to work in the new industries.

For many decades, the city's largest employer was the New England Glass Company[image: External link], founded in 1818. By the middle of the 19th century it was the largest and most modern glassworks in the world. In 1888, all production was moved, by Edward Drummond Libbey[image: External link], to Toledo, Ohio[image: External link], where it continues today under the name Owens Illinois. Flint glassware with heavy lead content, produced by that company, is prized by antique glass collectors today. There is none on public display in Cambridge, but there is a large collection in the Toledo Museum of Art[image: External link]. There are also a few pieces in the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston[image: External link] and in the Sandwich Glass Museum on Cape Cod[image: External link].

By 1920, Cambridge was one of the main industrial cities of New England[image: External link], with nearly 120,000 residents. Among the largest businesses located in Cambridge during the period of industrialization was the firm of Carter's Ink Company[image: External link], whose neon sign long adorned the Charles River[image: External link] and which was for many years the largest manufacturer of ink in the world. Next door was the Atheneum Press[image: External link]. Confectionery[image: External link] and snack manufacturers in the Cambridgeport-Area 4-Kendall corridor included the Kennedy Biscuit Factory (later part of Nabisco[image: External link] and originator of the Fig Newton[image: External link]),[26] Necco[image: External link], Squirrel Brands[image: External link][27]), George Close Company (1861–1930s),[28] Daggett Chocolate (1892–1960s, recipes bought by Necco),[29] Fox Cross Company (1920–1980, originator of the Charleston Chew[image: External link], and now part of Tootsie Roll Industries[image: External link]),[30] Kendall Confectionery Company, and James O. Welch (1927–1963, originator of Junior Mints[image: External link], Sugar Daddies[image: External link], Sugar Mamas and Sugar Babies[image: External link], now part of Tootsie Roll Industries).[31] In the 2010s, only the Cambridge Brands[image: External link] subsidiary of Tootsie Roll Industries remains in town, still manufacturing Junior Mints in the old Welch factory on Main Street.[31] The Blake and Knowles Steam Pump Company[image: External link] (1886) and the Kendall Boiler and Tank Company[image: External link] (1880, now in Chelmsford, Massachusetts[image: External link]) and the New England Glass Company[image: External link] (1818–1878) were among the industrial manufacturers in what are now the Kendall Square and East Cambridge neighborhoods.

As industry in New England began to decline during the Great Depression[image: External link] and after World War II, Cambridge lost much of its industrial base. It also began the transition to being an intellectual, rather than an industrial, center. Harvard University had always been important in the city (both as a landowner and as an institution), but it began to play a more dominant role in the city's life and culture. When Radcliffe College[image: External link] was established in 1879 the town became a mecca for some of the nation's most academically talented female students. Also, the move of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link] from Boston in 1916 ensured Cambridge's status as an intellectual center of the United States.

After the 1950s, the city's population began to decline slowly, as families tended to be replaced by single people and young couples. The 1980s brought a wave of high-technology startups, creating software such as Visicalc[image: External link] and Lotus 1-2-3[image: External link], and advanced computers, but many of these companies fell into decline with the fall of the minicomputer[image: External link] and DOS[image: External link]-based systems. The city continues to be home to many startups. Kendall Square continued to be a major software hub through the dot-com boom[image: External link] and today hosts offices of major technology companies including Google[image: External link], Microsoft[image: External link], Amazon.com[image: External link], and Akamai[image: External link] (headquarters).

In 1976, Harvard's plans to start experiments with recombinant DNA led to a three-month moratorium and a citizen review panel. In the end, Cambridge decided to allow such experiments but passed safety regulations in 1977. This led to regulatory certainty and acceptance when Biogen[image: External link] opened a lab in 1982, in contrast to hostility which caused the Genetic Institute (a Harvard spinoff) to abandon Somerville and Boston for Cambridge.[32] The biotech and pharmaceutical industries have since thrived in Cambridge, which now includes headquarters for Biogen and Genzyme[image: External link]; and laboratories for Novartis[image: External link], Teva[image: External link], Takeda[image: External link], Alnylam[image: External link], Ironwood[image: External link], Catabasis[image: External link], Moderna Therapeutics[image: External link], Editas Medicine[image: External link]; and support companies such as Cytel[image: External link]; and many smaller companies.

By the end of the 20th century, Cambridge had one of the most expensive housing markets in the Northeastern United States.[33] While maintaining much diversity in class, race, and age, it became harder and harder for those who grew up in the city to be able to afford to stay. The end of rent control[image: External link] in 1994 prompted many Cambridge renters to move to housing that was more affordable, in Somerville and other communities.

Until recently, Cambridge's mix of amenities and proximity to Boston has kept housing prices relatively stable despite the bursting of the United States housing bubble[image: External link].[34] Cambridge has been a sanctuary city[image: External link] since 1985 and reaffirmed its status as such in 2006.[35][36]
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 Geography




According to the United States Census Bureau[image: External link], Cambridge has a total area of 7.1 square miles (18 km2), of which 6.4 square miles (17 km2) is land and 0.7 square miles (1.8 km2) (9.82%) is water.
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 Adjacent municipalities




Cambridge is located in eastern Massachusetts, bordered by:


	the city of Boston[image: External link] to the south (across the Charles River[image: External link]) and east

	the city of Somerville[image: External link] to the north

	the town of Arlington[image: External link] to the northwest

	the town of Belmont[image: External link] and

	the city of Watertown[image: External link] to the west



The border between Cambridge and the neighboring city of Somerville[image: External link] passes through densely populated neighborhoods which are connected by the MBTA Red Line[image: External link]. Some of the main squares, Inman[image: External link], Porter[image: External link], and to a lesser extent, Harvard[image: External link] and Lechmere[image: External link], are very close to the city line, as are Somerville's Union[image: External link] and Davis Squares[image: External link].
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 Neighborhoods
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 Squares




Cambridge has been called the "City of Squares" by some,[37][38] as most of its commercial districts are major street intersections known as squares[image: External link]. Each of the squares acts as a neighborhood center. These include:


	
Kendall Square[image: External link], formed by the junction of Broadway, Main Street, and Third Street, is also known as Technology Square, a name shared with an office and laboratory building cluster in the neighborhood. Just over the Longfellow Bridge[image: External link] from Boston, at the eastern end of the MIT[image: External link] campus, it is served by the Kendall/MIT[image: External link] station on the MBTA[image: External link] Red Line[image: External link] subway. Most of Cambridge's large office towers are located here, giving the area somewhat of an office park feel. A flourishing biotech[image: External link] industry has grown up around this area. The Cambridge Innovation Center[image: External link], a large co-working space, is located in Kendall Square at 1 Broadway. The "Cambridge Center" office complex is located in Kendall Square, and not at the actual center of Cambridge. The "One Kendall Square" complex is nearby, but—confusingly—not actually in Kendall Square.

	
Central Square[image: External link], formed by the junction of Massachusetts Avenue, Prospect Street, and Western Avenue, is well known for its wide variety of ethnic restaurants. As recently as the late 1990s it was rather run-down; it underwent a controversial gentrification[image: External link] in recent years (in conjunction with the development of the nearby University Park at MIT[image: External link]), and continues to grow more expensive. It is served by the Central Station[image: External link] stop on the MBTA Red Line subway. Lafayette Square, formed by the junction of Massachusetts Avenue, Columbia Street, Sidney Street, and Main Street, is considered part of the Central Square area. Cambridgeport[image: External link] is south of Central Square along Magazine Street and Brookline Street.

	
Harvard Square[image: External link], formed by the junction of Massachusetts Avenue, Brattle Street, and JFK Street. This is the primary site of Harvard University, and is a major Cambridge shopping area. It is served by a Red Line station[image: External link]. Harvard Square was originally the northwestern terminus of the Red Line and a major transfer point to streetcars that also operated in a short tunnel[image: External link]—which is still a major bus terminal, although the area under the Square was reconfigured dramatically in the 1980s when the Red Line was extended. The Harvard Square area includes Brattle Square and Eliot Square. A short distance away from the square lies the Cambridge Common[image: External link], while the neighborhood north of Harvard and east of Massachusetts Avenue is known as Agassiz in honor of the famed scientist Louis Agassiz[image: External link].

	
Porter Square[image: External link], about a mile north on Massachusetts Avenue from Harvard Square, is formed by the junction of Massachusetts and Somerville Avenues, and includes part of the city of Somerville[image: External link]. It is served by the Porter Square Station[image: External link], a complex housing a Red Line[image: External link] stop and a Fitchburg Line[image: External link] commuter rail[image: External link] stop. Lesley University[image: External link]'s University Hall and Porter campus are located at Porter Square.

	
Inman Square[image: External link], at the junction of Cambridge and Hampshire streets in Mid-Cambridge. Inman Square is home to many diverse restaurants, bars, music venues and boutiques. The funky street scene still holds some urban flair, but was dressed up recently with Victorian streetlights, benches and bus stops. A new community park was installed and is a favorite place to enjoy some takeout food from the nearby restaurants and ice cream parlor.

	
Lechmere Square[image: External link], at the junction of Cambridge and First streets, adjacent to the CambridgeSide Galleria shopping mall. Perhaps best known as the northern terminus of the MBTA[image: External link] Green Line[image: External link] subway, at Lechmere Station[image: External link].
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 Image gallery
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 Other neighborhoods




The residential neighborhoods in Cambridge border, but are not defined by the squares. These neighborhoods include:


	
East Cambridge[image: External link] (Area 1) is bordered on the north by the Somerville[image: External link] border, on the east by the Charles River, on the south by Broadway and Main Street, and on the west by the Grand Junction Railroad[image: External link] tracks. It includes the NorthPoint[image: External link] development.

	
MIT Campus[image: External link] (Area 2[image: External link]) is bordered on the north by Broadway, on the south and east by the Charles River, and on the west by the Grand Junction Railroad tracks.

	
Wellington-Harrington[image: External link] (Area 3) is bordered on the north by the Somerville[image: External link] border, on the south and west by Hampshire Street, and on the east by the Grand Junction Railroad tracks. Referred to as "Mid-Block".[clarification needed[image: External link]]


	The Port, formerly known as Area 4[image: External link], is bordered on the north by Hampshire Street, on the south by Massachusetts Avenue, on the west by Prospect Street, and on the east by the Grand Junction Railroad tracks. Residents of Area 4 often refer to their neighborhood simply as "The Port", and refer to the area of Cambridgeport and Riverside as "The Coast". In October 2015, the Cambridge City Council officially renamed Area 4 as "The Port," formalizing the longtime nickname, largely on the initiative of neighborhood native and then-Vice Mayor Dennis Benzan.[39]


	
Cambridgeport[image: External link] (Area 5) is bordered on the north by Massachusetts Avenue, on the south by the Charles River, on the west by River Street, and on the east by the Grand Junction Railroad tracks.

	
Mid-Cambridge[image: External link] (Area 6) is bordered on the north by Kirkland and Hampshire Streets and the Somerville[image: External link] border, on the south by Massachusetts Avenue, on the west by Peabody Street, and on the east by Prospect Street.

	
Riverside[image: External link] (Area 7), an area sometimes referred to as "The Coast," is bordered on the north by Massachusetts Avenue, on the south by the Charles River, on the west by JFK Street, and on the east by River Street.

	
Agassiz (Harvard North)[image: External link] (Area 8) is bordered on the north by the Somerville[image: External link] border, on the south and east by Kirkland Street, and on the west by Massachusetts Avenue.

	Neighborhood Nine or Radcliffe (formerly called Peabody, until a recent relocation of a neighborhood school by that name) is bordered on the north by railroad tracks, on the south by Concord Avenue, on the west by railroad tracks, and on the east by Massachusetts Avenue.




	The Avon Hill sub-neighborhood consists of the higher elevations within the area bounded by Upland Road, Raymond Street, Linnaean Street and Massachusetts Avenue.




	Brattle area/West Cambridge[image: External link] (Area 10) is bordered on the north by Concord Avenue and Garden Street, on the south by the Charles River and the Watertown[image: External link] border, on the west by Fresh Pond and the Collins Branch Library, and on the east by JFK Street. It includes the sub-neighborhoods of Brattle Street (formerly known as Tory Row[image: External link]) and Huron Village.

	
North Cambridge[image: External link] (Area 11) is bordered on the north by the Arlington[image: External link] and Somerville[image: External link] borders, on the south by railroad tracks, on the west by the Belmont[image: External link] border, and on the east by the Somerville[image: External link] border.

	
Cambridge Highlands[image: External link] (Area 12) is bordered on the north and east by railroad tracks, on the south by Fresh Pond, and on the west by the Belmont[image: External link] border.

	
Strawberry Hill[image: External link] (Area 13) is bordered on the north by Fresh Pond, on the south by the Watertown[image: External link] border, on the west by the Belmont[image: External link] border, and on the east by railroad tracks.
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 Climate






	Climate data for Cambridge, MA



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Average high °F (°C)
	36.0

(2.2)
	39.0

(3.9)
	45.0

(7.2)
	56.0

(13.3)
	66.0

(18.9)
	76.0

(24.4)
	82.0

(27.8)
	80.0

(26.7)
	72.0

(22.2)
	61.0

(16.1)
	52.0

(11.1)
	41.0

(5)
	58.83

(14.91)



	Average low °F (°C)
	22.0

(−5.6)
	25.0

(−3.9)
	31.0

(−0.6)
	41.0

(5)
	50.0

(10)
	60.0

(15.6)
	65.0

(18.3)
	65.0

(18.3)
	57.0

(13.9)
	47.0

(8.3)
	38.0

(3.3)
	28.0

(−2.2)
	44.08

(6.71)



	Source: Weather.com"Monthly averages from The Weather Channel"[image: External link]. Cambridge, MA Weather Data. Open Publishing. Retrieved 24 February 2014.
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Year
	Pop.
	±%



	1790[image: External link]
	2,115
	—    



	1800[image: External link]
	2,453
	+16.0%



	1810[image: External link]
	2,323
	−5.3%



	1820[image: External link]
	3,295
	+41.8%



	1830[image: External link]
	6,072
	+84.3%



	1840[image: External link]
	8,409
	+38.5%



	1850[image: External link]
	15,215
	+80.9%



	1860[image: External link]
	26,060
	+71.3%



	1870[image: External link]
	39,634
	+52.1%



	1880[image: External link]
	52,669
	+32.9%



	1890[image: External link]
	70,028
	+33.0%



	1900[image: External link]
	91,886
	+31.2%



	1910[image: External link]
	104,839
	+14.1%



	1920[image: External link]
	109,694
	+4.6%



	1930[image: External link]
	113,643
	+3.6%



	1940[image: External link]
	110,879
	−2.4%



	1950[image: External link]
	120,740
	+8.9%



	1960[image: External link]
	107,716
	−10.8%



	1970[image: External link]
	100,361
	−6.8%



	1980[image: External link]
	95,322
	−5.0%



	1990[image: External link]
	95,802
	+0.5%



	2000[image: External link]
	101,355
	+5.8%



	2010[image: External link]
	105,162
	+3.8%



	2015
	110,402
	+5.0%



	


Source: United States Census[image: External link] records and Population Estimates Program[image: External link] data.[40][41][42][43][44][45][46][47][48][49][50]

Source:
U.S. Decennial Census[51]









	Racial composition
	2010[52]
	1990[53]
	1970[53]
	1950[53]



	White[image: External link]
	66.6%
	75.3%
	91.1%
	95.3%



	—Non-Hispanic
	62.1%
	71.6%
	89.7%[54]
	n/a



	Black or African American[image: External link]
	11.7%
	13.5%
	6.8%
	4.3%



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race)
	7.6%
	6.8%
	1.9%[54]
	n/a



	Asian[image: External link]
	15.1%
	8.4%
	1.5%
	0.3%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	4.3%
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a




As of the census[image: External link][55] of 2010, there were 105,162 people, 44,032 households, and 17,420 families residing in the city. The population density was 16,354.9 people per square mile (6,314.6/km²). There were 47,291 housing units at an average density of 7,354.7 per square mile (2,840.3/km²). The racial makeup of the city was 66.60% White[image: External link], 11.70% Black[image: External link] or African American[image: External link], 0.20% Native American[image: External link], 15.10% Asian[image: External link] (3.7% Chinese[image: External link], 1.4% Asian Indian[image: External link], 1.2% Korean[image: External link], 1.0% Japanese[image: External link][56]), 0.01% Pacific Islander[image: External link], 2.10% from other races[image: External link], and 4.30% from two or more races. 7.60% of the population were Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race (1.6% Puerto Rican[image: External link], 1.4% Mexican[image: External link], 0.6% Dominican[image: External link], 0.5% Colombian[image: External link], 0.5% Salvadoran[image: External link], 0.4% Spaniard[image: External link]). Non-Hispanic Whites[image: External link] were 62.1% of the population in 2010,[52] down from 89.7% in 1970.[53] An individual resident of Cambridge is known as a Cantabrigian[image: External link].

In 2010, there were 44,032 households out of which 16.9% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 28.9% were married couples[image: External link] living together, 8.4% had a female householder with no husband present, and 60.4% were non-families. 40.7% of all households were made up of individuals and 9.6% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.00 and the average family size was 2.76.

In the city, the population was spread out with 13.3% of the population under the age of 18, 21.2% from 18 to 24, 38.6% from 25 to 44, 17.8% from 45 to 64, and 9.2% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 30.5 years. For every 100 females, there were 96.1 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 94.7 males.

The median income[image: External link] for a household in the city was $47,979, and the median income for a family was $59,423 (these figures had risen to $58,457 and $79,533 respectively as of a 2007 estimate[57]). Males had a median income of $43,825 versus $38,489 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the city was $31,156. About 8.7% of families and 12.9% of the population were below the poverty line[image: External link], including 15.1% of those under age 18 and 12.9% of those age 65 or over.

Cambridge has been ranked as one of the most liberal cities in America.[58] Locals living in and near the city jokingly refer to it as "The People's Republic of Cambridge."[59] For 2016, the residential property tax rate in Cambridge was $6.99 per $1,000.[60] Cambridge enjoys the highest possible bond credit rating[image: External link], AAA, with all three Wall Street rating agencies.[61]

In 2000, 11.0% of city residents were of Irish[image: External link] ancestry; 7.2% were of English[image: External link], 6.9% Italian[image: External link], 5.5% West Indian[image: External link] and 5.3% German[image: External link] ancestry. 69.4% spoke only English[image: External link] at home, while 6.9% spoke Spanish[image: External link], 3.2% Chinese[image: External link] or Mandarin[image: External link], 3.0% Portuguese[image: External link], 2.9% French Creole[image: External link], 2.3% French[image: External link], 1.5% Korean[image: External link], and 1.0% Italian[image: External link].
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 Income




See also: List of Massachusetts locations by per capita income[image: External link]


Data is from the 2009–2013 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.[62][63][64]



	Rank
	ZIP Code (ZCTA)
	Per capita

income
	Median

household

income
	Median

family

income
	Population
	Number of

households



	1
	02142
	$67,525
	$100,114
	$150,774
	2,838
	1,385



	2
	02138
	$52,592
	$75,446
	$120,564
	35,554
	13,868



	3
	02140
	$50,856
	$75,446
	$120,564
	18,164
	8,460



	
	Cambridge
	$47,448
	$72,529
	$93,460
	105,737
	44,345



	
	Middlesex County[image: External link]
	$42,861
	$82,090
	$104,032
	1,522,533
	581,120



	4
	02139
	$42,235
	$71,745
	$93,220
	36,015
	14,474



	5
	02141
	$39,241
	$64,326
	$76,276
	13,126
	6,182



	
	Massachusetts[image: External link]
	$35,763
	$66,866
	$84,900
	6,605,058
	2,530,147



	
	United States[image: External link]
	$28,155
	$53,046
	$64,719
	311,536,594
	115,610,216
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 Economy




Manufacturing was an important part of the economy in the late 19th and early 20th century, but educational institutions are the city's biggest employers today. Harvard and MIT[image: External link] together employ about 20,000.[65][66] As a cradle of technological innovation, Cambridge was home to technology firms Analog Devices[image: External link], Akamai[image: External link], Bolt, Beranek, and Newman (BBN Technologies)[image: External link] (now part of Raytheon), General Radio (later GenRad)[image: External link], Lotus Development Corporation[image: External link] (now part of IBM[image: External link]), Polaroid[image: External link], Symbolics[image: External link], and Thinking Machines[image: External link].

In 1996, Polaroid[image: External link], Arthur D. Little[image: External link], and Lotus[image: External link] were top employers with over 1,000 employees in Cambridge, but faded out a few years later. Health care and biotechnology firms such as Genzyme[image: External link], Biogen Idec[image: External link], Millennium Pharmaceuticals[image: External link], Sanofi[image: External link], Pfizer[image: External link] and Novartis[image: External link][67] have significant presences in the city. Though headquartered in Switzerland, Novartis continues to expand its operations in Cambridge. Other major biotech and pharmaceutical firms expanding their presence in Cambridge include GlaxoSmithKline[image: External link], AstraZeneca[image: External link], Shire[image: External link], and Pfizer[image: External link].[68] Most Biotech firms in Cambridge are located around Kendall Square[image: External link] and East Cambridge[image: External link], which decades ago were the city's center of manufacturing. A number of biotechnology companies are also located in University Park at MIT[image: External link], a new development in another former manufacturing area.[69][70]

None of the high technology firms that once dominated the economy was among the 25 largest employers in 2005, but by 2008 high tech companies Akamai[image: External link] and ITA Software[image: External link] had grown to be among the largest 25 employers.[65] Google[image: External link],[71] IBM Research[image: External link], Microsoft Research[image: External link], and Philips Research[image: External link][72] maintain offices in Cambridge. In late January 2012—less than a year after acquiring Billerica[image: External link]-based analytic database management company, Vertica[image: External link]— Hewlett-Packard[image: External link] announced it would also be opening its first offices in Cambridge.[73] Around this same time, e-commerce giants Staples[image: External link][74] and Amazon.com[image: External link][75] said they would be opening research and innovation centers in Kendall Square. LabCentral[image: External link] also provides a shared laboratory facility for approximately 25 emerging biotech companies.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The proximity of Cambridge's universities has also made the city a center for nonprofit groups and think tanks, including the National Bureau of Economic Research[image: External link], the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory[image: External link], the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy[image: External link], Cultural Survival[image: External link], and One Laptop per Child[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In September 2011, an initiative by the City of Cambridge called the "Entrepreneur Walk of Fame[image: External link]" was launched. It seeks to highlight individuals who have made contributions to innovation in the global business community.[76]
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 Top employers




As of 2015, the ten largest employers in the city are:[66][77]



	#
	Employer
	# of employees



	1
	Harvard University
	11,997



	2
	Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link]
	8,763



	3
	City of Cambridge
	2,950



	4
	Biogen Idec[image: External link]
	2,700



	5
	
Novartis[image: External link] Institutes for BioMedical Research
	2,457



	6
	Mount Auburn Hospital[image: External link]
	2,115



	7
	Cambridge Health Alliance[image: External link]
	1,713



	8
	Cambridge Innovation Center[image: External link]
	1,678



	9
	Genzyme[image: External link]
	1,600



	10
	Akamai Technologies[image: External link]
	1,544
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 Arts and culture
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 Museums





	
Harvard Art Museum[image: External link], including the Busch-Reisinger Museum[image: External link], a collection of Germanic art the Fogg Art Museum[image: External link], a comprehensive collection of Western art, and the Arthur M. Sackler Museum[image: External link], a collection of Middle East and Asian art

	
Harvard Museum of Natural History[image: External link], including the Glass Flowers[image: External link] collection

	
Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology[image: External link], Harvard

	
Semitic Museum[image: External link], Harvard

	MIT Museum[image: External link]

	
List Visual Arts Center[image: External link], MIT
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 Public art




Cambridge has a large and varied collection of permanent public art, both on city property (managed by the Cambridge Arts Council),[78] and on the campuses of Harvard[79] and MIT.[80] Temporary public artworks are displayed as part of the annual Cambridge River Festival on the banks of the Charles River, during winter celebrations in Harvard and Central Squares, and at university campus sites. Experimental forms of public artistic and cultural expression include the Central Square World's Fair, the Somerville-based annual Honk! Festival,[81] and If This House Could Talk[image: External link],[82] a neighborhood art and history event.[original research?[image: External link]][citation needed[image: External link]] An active tradition of street musicians and other performers in Harvard Square entertains an audience of tourists and local residents during the warmer months of the year. The performances are coordinated through a public process that has been developed collaboratively by the performers,[83] city administrators, private organizations and business groups.[84] The Cambridge public library contains four Works Progress Administration[image: External link] murals, completed in 1935, by Elizabeth Tracy Montminy: Religion, Fine Arts, History of Books and Paper, and The Development of the Printing Press.[85]
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 Architecture




See also: List of tallest buildings and structures in Cambridge, Massachusetts[image: External link]


Despite intensive urbanization during the late 19th century and 20th century, Cambridge has several historic buildings, including some dating to the 17th century. The city also contains an abundance of innovative contemporary architecture, largely built by Harvard and MIT.

Notable historic buildings in the city include:


	The Asa Gray House[image: External link] (1810)

	
Austin Hall, Harvard University[image: External link] (1882–84)

	
Cambridge City Hall[image: External link] (1888–89)

	
Cambridge Public Library[image: External link] (1888)

	
Christ Church, Cambridge[image: External link] (1761)

	
Cooper-Frost-Austin House[image: External link] (1689–1817)

	
Elmwood House[image: External link] (1767), residence of the President of Harvard University[image: External link]


	
First Church of Christ, Scientist[image: External link] (1924–30)

	
The First Parish in Cambridge[image: External link] (1833)

	
Harvard-Epworth United Methodist Church[image: External link] (1891–93)

	
Harvard Lampoon Building[image: External link] (1909)

	The Hooper-Lee-Nichols House[image: External link] (1685–1850)

	
Longfellow House–Washington's Headquarters National Historic Site[image: External link] (1759), former home of poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow[image: External link] and headquarters of George Washington[image: External link]


	
The Memorial Church of Harvard University[image: External link] (1932)

	
Memorial Hall, Harvard University[image: External link] (1870–77)

	
Middlesex County Courthouse[image: External link] (1814–48)

	
Urban Rowhouse (1875)

	
O'Reilly Spite House[image: External link] (1908), built to spite a neighbor who would not sell his adjacent land[86]




See also: List of Registered Historic Places in Cambridge, Massachusetts[image: External link]


Contemporary architecture:


	
Baker House[image: External link] dormitory, MIT, by Finnish architect Alvar Aalto[image: External link], one of only two buildings by Aalto in the US

	Harvard Graduate Center/Harkness Commons, by The Architects Collaborative[image: External link] (TAC, with Walter Gropius[image: External link])

	
Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts[image: External link], Harvard, the only building in North America by Le Corbusier[image: External link]


	
Harvard's Science Center[image: External link], Holyoke Center[image: External link] and Peabody Terrace[image: External link], by Catalan[image: External link] architect and Dean of Harvard Graduate School of Design[image: External link], Josep Lluís Sert[image: External link]


	
Kresge Auditorium[image: External link], MIT[image: External link], by Eero Saarinen[image: External link]


	
MIT Chapel[image: External link], by Eero Saarinen[image: External link]


	
Design Research Building[image: External link], by Benjamin Thompson and Associates[image: External link]


	
American Academy of Arts and Sciences[image: External link], by Kallmann McKinnell and Wood[image: External link], also architects of Boston City Hall[image: External link]


	
Arthur M. Sackler Museum[image: External link], Harvard, one of the few buildings in the US by James Stirling[image: External link], winner of the Pritzker Prize[image: External link]


	
Harvard Art Museums[image: External link], renovation and major expansion of Fogg Museum[image: External link] building, completed in 2014 by Renzo Piano[image: External link]


	
Stata Center[image: External link], MIT, by Frank Gehry[image: External link]


	
Simmons Hall[image: External link], MIT, by Steven Holl[image: External link]
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 Music




The city has an active music scene, from classical performances to the latest popular bands. Beyond performances at the colleges and universities, there are many venues in Cambridge including: The Middle East[image: External link], Club Passim[image: External link], The Plough and Stars[image: External link], and the Nameless Coffeehouse[image: External link].
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 Parks and recreation




Consisting largely of densely built residential space, Cambridge lacks significant tracts of public parkland. This is partly compensated for, however, by the presence of easily accessible open space on the university campuses, including Harvard Yard[image: External link], the Radcliffe Yard, and MIT's Great Lawn, as well as the considerable open space of Mount Auburn Cemetery[image: External link]. At the western edge of Cambridge, the cemetery is well known as the first garden cemetery, for its distinguished inhabitants, for its superb landscaping (the oldest planned landscape in the country), and as a first-rate arboretum[image: External link]. Although known as a Cambridge landmark, much of the cemetery lies within the bounds of Watertown.[87] It is also a significant Important Bird Area[image: External link] (IBA) in the Greater Boston area.

Public parkland includes the esplanade along the Charles River, which mirrors its Boston counterpart[image: External link]; Cambridge Common[image: External link], a busy and historic public park immediately adjacent to the Harvard campus; and the Alewife Brook Reservation[image: External link] and Fresh Pond[image: External link] in the western part of the city.
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 Government
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 Federal and state representation






	Voter registration and party enrollment as of February 1, 2015[88]



	Party
	Number of voters
	Percentage



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	34,500
	56.80%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	2,517
	4.14%



	
	Unaffiliated
	23,256
	38.20%



	
	Minor Parties
	262
	0.43%



	Total
	60,740
	100%




Cambridge is split between Massachusetts's 5th[image: External link] and 7th[image: External link] U.S. congressional districts. The 5th district seat is held by Democrat Katherine Clark[image: External link], who replaced now-Senator Ed Markey[image: External link] in a 2013 special election[image: External link]; the 7th is represented by Democrat Mike Capuano[image: External link], elected in 1998. The state's senior member of the United States Senate[image: External link] is Democrat Elizabeth Warren, elected in 2012, who lives in Cambridge. The Governor of Massachusetts is Republican Charlie Baker[image: External link], elected in 2014.

On the state level, Cambridge is represented in six districts in the Massachusetts House of Representatives[image: External link]: the 24th Middlesex (which includes parts of Belmont and Arlington), the 25th and 26th Middlesex (the latter which includes a portion of Somerville), the 29th Middlesex (which includes a small part of Watertown), and the Eighth and Ninth Suffolk (both including parts of the City of Boston).[89] The city is represented in the Massachusetts Senate[image: External link] as a part of the "First Suffolk and Middlesex" district (this contains parts of Boston, Revere and Winthrop each in Suffolk County); the "Middlesex, Suffolk and Essex" district, which includes Everett and Somerville, with Boston, Chelsea, and Revere of Suffolk, and Saugus in Essex; and the "Second Suffolk and Middlesex" district, containing parts of the City of Boston in Suffolk County, and Cambridge, Belmont and Watertown in Middlesex County.[90]
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 City government




See also: Cambridge, Massachusetts municipal election, 2013[image: External link]


Cambridge has a city government led by a mayor[image: External link] and nine-member city council. There is also a six-member school committee which functions alongside the Superintendent of public schools. The councilors and school committee members are elected every two years using the single transferable vote[image: External link] (STV) system.[91]

The mayor is elected by the city councilors from amongst themselves, and serves as the chair of city council meetings. The mayor also sits on the school committee. However, the mayor is not the chief executive of the city. Rather, the city manager, who is appointed by the city council, serves in that capacity.

Under the city's Plan E form of government, the city council does not have the power to appoint or remove city officials who are under direction of the city manager. The city council and its individual members are also forbidden from giving orders to any subordinate of the city manager.[92]

Louis DePasquale is the City Manager. On November 14, 2016, he succeeded Lisa C. Peterson, the Acting City Manager and first woman City Manager in Cambridge.[93] Peterson became Acting City Manager with the retirement of Richard C. Rossi on Sept. 30, 2016 after he announced that he would opt out of his contract renewal.[94] Rossi succeeded Robert W. Healy[image: External link], who retired in June 2013 after serving 32 years in the position. In recent history, the media has highlighted the salary of the city manager as being one of the highest for a civic employee in Massachusetts.[95]

The city council consists of:[96]


	Dennis J. Carlone (Jan. 2014–present)

	
Leland Cheung[image: External link] (Jan. 2010–present)

	Jan Devereux (Jan. 2016–present)

	Craig A. Kelley (Jan. 2006–present)

	David Maher (Jan. 2000–Jan. 2006, Sept. 2007–present)**[97]


	Nadeem A. Mazen (Jan. 2014–present)

	Marc C. McGovern (Jan. 2014–present)

	
E. Denise Simmons[image: External link] (Jan. 2002–present)*

	
Timothy J. Toomey, Jr.[image: External link] (Jan. 1990–present)



* = current mayor

** = former mayor
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 County government




Cambridge was a county seat[image: External link] of Middlesex County[image: External link], along with Lowell[image: External link], prior to the abolition of county government. Though the county government was abolished in 1997, the county still exists as a geographical and political region. The employees of Middlesex County courts, jails, registries, and other county agencies now work directly for the state. At present, the county's registrars of Deeds[image: External link] and Probate remain in Cambridge; however, the Superior Court and District Attorney have had their base of operations transferred to Woburn[image: External link]. Third District court has shifted operations to Medford[image: External link], and the Sheriff's office for the county is still awaiting a near-term relocation.[98][99]
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 Education
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 Higher education




Cambridge is perhaps best known as an academic and intellectual center, owing to its colleges and universities, which include:


	Cambridge College[image: External link]

	Cambridge School of Culinary Arts[image: External link]

	Episcopal Divinity School[image: External link]

	Harvard University

	Hult International Business School[image: External link]

	Lesley University[image: External link]

	Longy School of Music[image: External link]

	Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link]

	Le Cordon Bleu College of Culinary Arts in Boston[image: External link]

	
Radcliffe College[image: External link] (now merged with Harvard College)



At least 129[image: External link] of the world's total 780 Nobel Prize[image: External link] winners have been, at some point in their careers, affiliated with universities in Cambridge.

The American Academy of Arts and Sciences[image: External link] is also based in Cambridge.
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 Primary and secondary public education





	Amigos School[image: External link]

	Baldwin School (formerly called the Agassiz School)

	Cambridgeport School

	Fletcher-Maynard Academy

	Graham and Parks Alternative School

	Haggerty School

	Kennedy-Longfellow School

	King Open School

	Martin Luther King, Jr. School

	Morse School (a Core Knowledge[image: External link] school)

	Peabody School

	Tobin School (a Montessori school[image: External link])



The 5 upper schools which are physically located in some of the same buildings as the elementary schools offer grades 6–8. They are:[100]


	Amigos School[image: External link]

	Cambridge Street Upper School

	Putnam Avenue Upper School[image: External link]

	Rindge Avenue Upper School

	Vassal Lane Upper School



There are three district public high school programs serving Cambridge students, the principal one being the Cambridge Rindge and Latin School (CRLS).[101]

Outside of the main public schools are other public charter schools including: Benjamin Banneker Charter School, which serves students in grades K–6,[102] Community Charter School of Cambridge[image: External link],[103] which is located in Kendall Square and serves students in grades 7–12, and Prospect Hill Academy[image: External link], a charter school[image: External link] whose upper school is in Central Square[image: External link], though it is not a part of the Cambridge Public School District.
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 Primary and secondary private education




There are also many private schools in the city including:


	Boston Archdiocesan Choir School[image: External link]

	Buckingham Browne & Nichols[image: External link]

	Cambridge Montessori school[image: External link]

	Cambridge Religious Society of Friends[image: External link] School

	Fayerweather Street School[104]


	
International School of Boston[image: External link] (formerly École Bilingue)

	Matignon High School[image: External link]

	Shady Hill School[image: External link]

	St. Peter School
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 Media
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 Newspapers




Cambridge is served by a weekly newspaper, the Cambridge Chronicle[image: External link], which is also the oldest surviving weekly paper in the United States.
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 Radio




Cambridge is home to the following commercially licensed and student-run radio stations:



	Callsign[image: External link]
	Frequency
	City/town
	Licensee
	Format



	WHRB[image: External link]
	95.3 FM
	Cambridge (Harvard)
	Harvard Radio Broadcasting Co., Inc.
	Musical variety[image: External link]



	WJIB[image: External link]
	740 AM
	Cambridge
	Bob Bittner Broadcasting
	Adult Standards[image: External link]/Pop



	WMBR[image: External link]
	88.1 FM
	Cambridge (MIT)
	Technology Broadcasting Corporation
	College radio[image: External link]
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 Television and broadband




Cambridge Community Television (CCTV) has served the Cambridge community since its inception in 1988. CCTV operates Cambridge's public access television facility and programs three television channels, 8, 9, and 96 on the Cambridge cable system (Comcast). The city has invited tenders from other cable providers; however, presently Comcast remains the only fixed television and broadband utility for Cambridge.[105][106] Services from American satellite TV providers, however, are available. In October 2014, Cambridge City Manager Richard Rossi appointed a citizen Broadband Task Force to "examine options to increase competition, reduce pricing, and improve speed, reliability and customer service for both residents and businesses."[107]
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 Infrastructure
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 Transportation




See also: Boston transportation[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Road




Several major roads lead to Cambridge, including Route 2[image: External link], Route 16[image: External link] and the McGrath Highway (Route 28)[image: External link]. The Massachusetts Turnpike[image: External link] does not pass through Cambridge, but provides access by an exit in nearby Allston[image: External link]. Both U.S. Route 1[image: External link] and Interstate 93[image: External link] also provide additional access on the eastern end of Cambridge at Leverett Circle in Boston[image: External link]. Route 2A[image: External link] runs the length of the city, chiefly along Massachusetts Avenue[image: External link]. The Charles River forms the southern border of Cambridge and is crossed by 11 bridges connecting Cambridge to Boston, including the Longfellow Bridge[image: External link] and the Harvard Bridge[image: External link], eight of which are open to motorized road traffic.

Cambridge has an irregular street network because many of the roads date from the colonial era. Contrary to popular belief, the road system did not evolve from longstanding cow-paths. Roads connected various village settlements with each other and nearby towns, and were shaped by geographic features, most notably streams, hills, and swampy areas. Today, the major "squares" are typically connected by long, mostly straight roads, such as Massachusetts Avenue between Harvard Square[image: External link] and Central Square[image: External link], or Hampshire Street between Kendall Square[image: External link] and Inman Square[image: External link].
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 Mass transit




Cambridge is well served by the MBTA[image: External link], including the Porter Square Station[image: External link] on the regional Commuter Rail[image: External link]; the Lechmere Station[image: External link] on the Green Line[image: External link]; and the Red Line[image: External link] at Alewife[image: External link], Porter Square[image: External link], Harvard Square[image: External link], Central Square[image: External link], and Kendall Square/MIT[image: External link] Stations. Alewife Station, the terminus of the Red Line, has a large multi-story parking garage (at a rate of $7 per day as of 2015).[108] The Harvard Bus Tunnel[image: External link], under Harvard Square, reduces traffic congestion on the surface, and connects to the Red Line underground. This tunnel was originally opened for streetcars in 1912, and served trackless trolleys ( trolleybuses[image: External link]) and buses as the routes were converted; four lines of the MBTA trolleybus system[image: External link] continue to use it. The tunnel was partially reconfigured when the Red Line was extended to Alewife in the early 1980s.

Besides the state-owned transit agency, the city is also served by the Charles River Transportation Management Agency (CRTMA) shuttles which are supported by some of the largest companies operating in city, in addition to the municipal government itself.[109]
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 Cycling




Cambridge has several bike paths[image: External link], including one along the Charles River,[110] and the Linear Park[image: External link] connecting the Minuteman Bikeway[image: External link] at Alewife with the Somerville Community Path[image: External link]. Bike parking is common and there are bike lanes on many streets, although concerns have been expressed regarding the suitability of many of the lanes. On several central MIT streets, bike lanes transfer onto the sidewalk. Cambridge bans cycling on certain sections of sidewalk where pedestrian traffic is heavy.[111][112]

While Bicycling Magazine[image: External link] in 2006 rated Boston as one of the worst cities in the nation for bicycling,[113] it has given Cambridge honorable mention as one of the best[114] and was called by the magazine "Boston's Great Hope". Boston has since then followed the example of Cambridge, and made considerable efforts to improve bicycling safety and convenience.[115][116][117][118][119][120]

Cambridge has an official bicycle committee.[121] The LivableStreets Alliance, headquartered in Cambridge, is an advocacy group for bicyclists, pedestrians, and walkable neighborhoods[image: External link].[122]
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 Walking




Walking is a popular activity in Cambridge. In 2000, of US communities with more than 100,000 residents, Cambridge had the highest percentage of commuters who walked to work.[123] Cambridge's major historic squares have changed into modern walking neighborhoods, including traffic calming[image: External link] features based on the needs of pedestrians rather than of motorists.[124]
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 Intercity




The Boston intercity bus and train stations at South Station[image: External link], Boston, and Logan International Airport[image: External link] in East Boston[image: External link], are accessible by subway[image: External link]. The Fitchburg Line[image: External link] rail service from Porter Square[image: External link] connects to some western suburbs. Since October 2010, there has also been intercity bus service between Alewife Station[image: External link] (Cambridge) and New York City[image: External link].[125]
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 Police department




Main article: Cambridge Police Department (Massachusetts)[image: External link]


In addition to the Cambridge Police Department, the city is patrolled by the Fifth (Brighton) Barracks of Troop H of the Massachusetts State Police[image: External link].[126] Due, however, to close proximity, the city also practices functional cooperation with the Fourth (Boston) Barracks of Troop H, as well.[127] The campuses of Harvard and MIT are patrolled by the Harvard University Police Department[image: External link] and MIT Police Department[image: External link], respectively.
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 Fire department




The city of Cambridge is protected by the Cambridge Fire Department. Established in 1832, the CFD operates eight engine companies, four ladder companies, one rescue company, and two paramedic squad companies from eight fire stations located throughout the city. The Chief is Gerald R. Reardon.[128]
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 Water department




Cambridge is unusual among cities inside Route 128 in having a non- MWRA[image: External link] water supply. City water is obtained from Hobbs Brook[image: External link] (in Lincoln[image: External link] and Waltham[image: External link]) and Stony Brook[image: External link] (Waltham and Weston[image: External link]). The city owns over 1,200 acres (486 ha) of land in other towns that includes these reservoirs and portions of their watershed.[129] Water from these reservoirs flows by gravity through an aqueduct to Fresh Pond[image: External link] in Cambridge. It is then treated in an adjacent plant and pumped uphill to an elevation of 176 feet (54 m) above sea level[image: External link] at the Payson Park Reservoir ( Belmont[image: External link]); From there, the water is redistributed downhill via gravity to individual users in the city.[130][131] A new water treatment plant opened in 2001.[132] The city used MWRA water during the old plant's demolition and the new plant's construction.[citation needed[image: External link]] In October 2016, the City of Cambridge announced that, due to drought conditions, they would begin buying water from the MWRA.[133] On January 3, 2017, Cambridge announced that "As a result of continued rainfall each month since October 2016, we have been able to significantly reduce the need to use MWRA water. We have not purchased any MWRA water since December 12, 2016 and if 'average' rainfall continues this could continue for several months."[134]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Public library services




Main article: Cambridge Public Library[image: External link]


Further educational services are provided at the Cambridge Public Library[image: External link]. The large modern main building was built in 2009, and connects to the restored 1888 Richardson Romanesque building. It was founded as the private Cambridge Athenaeum in 1849 and was acquired by the city in 1858, and became the Dana Library. The 1888 building was a donation of Frederick H. Rindge[image: External link].
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 Twin towns – Sister cities




See also: List of twin towns and sister cities in the United States[image: External link]


Cambridge has six official sister cities[image: External link] with active relationships:[135]


	
Coimbra[image: External link], Portugal (est. June 1982)

	
Gaeta[image: External link], Latina[image: External link], Lazio, Italy (est. December 1982)

	
Tsukuba Science City[image: External link], Ibaraki, Japan (est. October 1983)

	
San José Las Flores[image: External link], Chalatenango, El Salvador (est. March 1987)[136]


	
Yerevan[image: External link], Armenia (est. April 1987)[137][138][139]


	
Galway[image: External link], County Galway[image: External link], Connacht, Ireland (est. March 1997)



Cambridge is in the process[ when?[image: External link]] of developing a relationship with Les Cayes[image: External link], Haiti[image: External link].[140]

Cambridge has ten additional official sister cities which are not active:[135][141]


	
Dublin[image: External link], Leinster, Ireland (October 1983)

	
Ischia[image: External link], Naples[image: External link], Campania, Italy (June 1984)

	
Catania[image: External link], Catania[image: External link], Sicily, Italy (February 1987)

	
Kraków[image: External link], Lesser Poland Voivodeship[image: External link], Poland (October 1989)

	
Santo Domingo Oeste[image: External link], Dominican Republic (May 2003)

	
Southwark[image: External link], Greater London[image: External link], England, UK[image: External link] (June 2004)

	
Yuseong District[image: External link], Daejeon, Korea (February 2005)

	
Haidian District[image: External link], Beijing, China (March 2005)

	
Cienfuegos[image: External link], Cuba (May 2005)[142]
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 See also





	
Hezekiah Usher[image: External link], first bookseller in the thirteen colonies.

	National Register of Historic Places listings in Cambridge, Massachusetts[image: External link]
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Harvard University






"Harvard" redirects here. For other uses, see Harvard (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Harvard University is a private Ivy League[image: External link] research university[image: External link] in Cambridge, Massachusetts, established in 1636, whose history, influence, and wealth have made it one of the world's most prestigious universities.[7]

Established originally by the Massachusetts legislature[image: External link] and soon thereafter named for John Harvard[image: External link] (its first benefactor), Harvard is the United States' oldest institution of higher learning[image: External link],[8] and the Harvard Corporation[image: External link] (formally, the President and Fellows of Harvard College) is its first chartered corporation[image: External link]. Although never formally affiliated with any denomination[image: External link], the early College primarily trained Congregationalist[image: External link] and Unitarian[image: External link] clergy. Its curriculum and student body were gradually secularized during the 18th century, and by the 19th century Harvard had emerged as the central cultural establishment among Boston elites[image: External link].[9][10] Following the American Civil War[image: External link], President Charles W. Eliot[image: External link]'s long tenure (1869–1909) transformed the college and affiliated professional schools into a modern research university[image: External link]; Harvard was a founding member of the Association of American Universities[image: External link] in 1900.[11] James Bryant Conant[image: External link] led the university through the Great Depression[image: External link] and World War II[image: External link] and began to reform the curriculum and liberalize admissions after the war. The undergraduate college became coeducational after its 1977 merger with Radcliffe College[image: External link].

The university is organized into eleven separate academic units—ten faculties and the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study[image: External link]—with campuses throughout the Boston metropolitan area:[12] its 209-acre (85 ha) main campus is centered on Harvard Yard[image: External link] in Cambridge, approximately 3 miles (5 km) northwest of Boston; the business school[image: External link] and athletics facilities, including Harvard Stadium[image: External link], are located across the Charles River[image: External link] in the Allston[image: External link] neighborhood of Boston and the medical[image: External link], dental[image: External link], and public health[image: External link] schools are in the Longwood Medical Area[image: External link].[13] Harvard's $34.5 billion financial endowment[image: External link] is the largest of any academic institution[image: External link].[6]

Harvard is a large, highly residential research university.[14] The nominal cost of attendance is high, but the university's large endowment allows it to offer generous financial aid packages.[15] It operates several arts, cultural, and scientific museums, alongside the Harvard Library[image: External link], which is the world's largest academic and private library system, comprising 79 individual libraries with over 18 million volumes.[16][17][18] Harvard's alumni include eight U.S. presidents[image: External link], several foreign heads of state, 62 living billionaires[image: External link], 359 Rhodes Scholars[image: External link], and 242 Marshall Scholars[image: External link].[19][20][21] To date, some 130 Nobel laureates[image: External link], 18 Fields Medalists[image: External link], and 13 Turing Award winners[image: External link] have been affiliated as students, faculty, or staff.[22]
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Main article: History of Harvard University[image: External link]
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 Colonial




Harvard was established in 1636 by vote of the Great and General Court of the Massachusetts Bay Colony[image: External link]. In 1638, it obtained British North America's first known printing press.[23][24] In 1639 it was named Harvard College[image: External link] after deceased clergyman John Harvard[image: External link] an alumnus of the University of Cambridge[image: External link] who had left the school £[image: External link]779 and his scholar's library of some 400 volumes.[25] The charter creating the Harvard Corporation[image: External link] was granted in 1650.

A 1643 publication gave the school's purpose as "to advance learning and perpetuate it to posterity, dreading to leave an illiterate ministry to the churches when our present ministers shall lie in the dust";[26] in its early years trained many Puritan ministers.[27] It offered a classic curriculum on the English university model‍—‌many leaders in the colony had attended the University of Cambridge[image: External link]‍—‌but conformed to the tenets of Puritanism[image: External link]. It was never affiliated with any particular denomination, but many of its earliest graduates went on to become clergymen in Congregational and Unitarian churches.[28]

The leading Boston divine Increase Mather[image: External link] served as president from 1685 to 1701. In 1708, John Leverett[image: External link] became the first president who was not also a clergyman, marking a turning of the college from Puritanism and toward intellectual independence.
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 19th century




Throughout the 18th century, Enlightenment[image: External link] ideas of the power of reason and free will became widespread among Congregationalist[image: External link] ministers, putting those ministers and their congregations in tension with more traditionalist, Calvinist[image: External link] parties.[29]:1–4 When the Hollis Professor of Divinity[image: External link] David Tappan died in 1803 and the president of Harvard Joseph Willard died a year later, in 1804, a struggle broke out over their replacements. Henry Ware[image: External link] was elected to the chair in 1805, and the liberal Samuel Webber[image: External link] was appointed to the presidency of Harvard two years later, which signaled the changing of the tide from the dominance of traditional ideas at Harvard to the dominance of liberal, Arminian[image: External link] ideas (defined by traditionalists as Unitarian[image: External link] ideas).[29]:4–5[30]:24

In 1846, the natural history lectures of Louis Agassiz[image: External link] were acclaimed both in New York and on the campus at Harvard College. Agassiz's approach was distinctly idealist and posited Americans' "participation in the Divine Nature" and the possibility of understanding "intellectual existences". Agassiz's perspective on science combined observation with intuition and the assumption that a person can grasp the "divine plan" in all phenomena. When it came to explaining life-forms, Agassiz resorted to matters of shape based on a presumed archetype for his evidence. This dual view of knowledge was in concert with the teachings of Common Sense Realism[image: External link] derived from Scottish philosophers Thomas Reid[image: External link] and Dugald Stewart[image: External link], whose works were part of the Harvard curriculum at the time. The popularity of Agassiz's efforts to "soar with Plato" probably also derived from other writings to which Harvard students were exposed, including Platonic treatises by Ralph Cudworth[image: External link], John Norris[image: External link] and, in a Romantic vein, Samuel Taylor Coleridge[image: External link]. The library records at Harvard reveal that the writings of Plato and his early modern and Romantic followers were almost as regularly read during the 19th century as those of the "official philosophy" of the more empirical and more deistic Scottish school.[31]

Charles W. Eliot[image: External link], president 1869–1909, eliminated the favored position of Christianity from the curriculum while opening it to student self-direction. While Eliot was the most crucial figure in the secularization of American higher education, he was motivated not by a desire to secularize education, but by Transcendentalist[image: External link] Unitarian[image: External link] convictions. Derived from William Ellery Channing[image: External link] and Ralph Waldo Emerson[image: External link], these convictions were focused on the dignity and worth of human nature, the right and ability of each person to perceive truth, and the indwelling God in each person.[32]
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 20th century




During the 20th century, Harvard's international reputation grew as a burgeoning endowment and prominent professors expanded the university's scope. Rapid enrollment growth continued as new graduate schools were begun and the undergraduate College expanded. Radcliffe College[image: External link], established in 1879 as sister school of Harvard College, became one of the most prominent schools for women in the United States. Harvard became a founding member of the Association of American Universities[image: External link] in 1900.[11]

In the early 20th century, the student body was predominately "old-stock, high-status Protestants, especially Episcopalians, Congregationalists, and Presbyterians"—a group later called "WASPs" (White Anglo-Saxon Protestants[image: External link]). By the 1970s it was much more diversified.[34]

James Bryant Conant[image: External link] (president, 1933–1953) reinvigorated creative scholarship to guarantee its preeminence among research institutions. He saw higher education as a vehicle of opportunity for the talented rather than an entitlement for the wealthy, so Conant devised programs to identify, recruit, and support talented youth. In 1943, he asked the faculty make a definitive statement about what general education ought to be, at the secondary as well as the college level. The resulting Report, published in 1945, was one of the most influential manifestos in the history of American education in the 20th century.[35]

In 1945–1960 admissions policies were opened up to bring in students from a more diverse applicant pool. No longer drawing mostly from rich alumni of select New England prep schools[image: External link], the undergraduate college was now open to striving middle class students from public schools; many more Jews and Catholics were admitted, but few blacks, Hispanics or Asians.[36]

Harvard graduate schools began admitting women in small numbers in the late 19th century, and during World War II, students at Radcliffe College[image: External link] (which since 1879 had been paying Harvard professors to repeat their lectures for women students) began attending Harvard classes alongside men,[37] The first class of women was admitted to Harvard Medical School[image: External link] in 1945.[38] Since the 1970s Harvard has been responsible for essentially all aspects of admission, instruction, and undergraduate life for women, and Radcliffe was formally merged into Harvard in 1999.[39]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 21st century




Drew Gilpin Faust[image: External link], the Dean at Radcliffe, became the first female president of Harvard in 2007.[40][41]
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Harvard's 209-acre (85 ha) main campus is centered on Harvard Yard[image: External link] in Cambridge, about 3 miles (5 km) west-northwest of downtown Boston, and extends into the surrounding Harvard Square[image: External link] neighborhood. Harvard Yard itself contains the central administrative offices and main libraries of the university[image: External link], academic buildings including Sever Hall[image: External link] and University Hall[image: External link], Memorial Church, and the majority of the freshman dormitories[image: External link]. Sophomore, junior, and senior undergraduates live in twelve residential Houses[image: External link], nine of which are south of Harvard Yard along or near the Charles River[image: External link]. The other three are located in a residential neighborhood half a mile northwest of the Yard at the Quadrangle[image: External link] (commonly referred to as the Quad), which formerly housed Radcliffe College[image: External link] students until Radcliffe merged its residential system with Harvard. Each residential house contains rooms for undergraduates, House masters, and resident tutors, as well as a dining hall and library. The facilities were made possible by a gift from Yale University[image: External link] alumnus Edward Harkness[image: External link].[42]

Radcliffe Yard, formerly the center of the campus of Radcliffe College and now home of the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard[image: External link],[43] is adjacent to the Graduate School of Education[image: External link] and the Cambridge Common[image: External link].

Between 2011 and 2013, Harvard University reported crime statistics for its main Cambridge campus that included 104 forcible sex offenses, 55 robberies, 83 aggravated assaults, 89 burglaries, and 43 cases of motor vehicle theft.[44]

Harvard also has commercial real estate holdings in Cambridge and Allston, on which it pays property taxes.[45] This includes the Allston Doubletree Hotel[image: External link], The Inn at Harvard, and the Harvard Square Hotel.[46]
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Main article: Harvard University's expansion in Allston, Massachusetts[image: External link]


The Harvard Business School and many of the university's athletics facilities, including Harvard Stadium[image: External link], are located on a 358-acre (145 ha) campus in Allston[image: External link],[47] a Boston neighborhood across the Charles River from the Cambridge campus. The John W. Weeks Bridge[image: External link], a pedestrian bridge over the Charles River[image: External link], connects the two campuses. Intending a major expansion, Harvard now owns more land in Allston than it does in Cambridge.[48] A ten-year plan[49] calls for 1.4 million square feet (130,000 square meters) of new construction and 500,000 square feet (50,000 square meters) of renovations, including new and renovated buildings at Harvard Business School[image: External link]; a hotel and conference center; a multipurpose institutional building; renovations to graduate student housing and to Harvard Stadium[image: External link]; new athletic facilities; new laboratories and classrooms for the John A. Paulson School of Engineering and Applied Sciences[image: External link]; expansion of the Harvard Education Portal; and a district energy[image: External link] facility.
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Main article: Longwood Medical and Academic Area[image: External link]


Further south, the Harvard Medical School[image: External link], Harvard School of Dental Medicine[image: External link], and the Harvard School of Public Health[image: External link] are located on a 21-acre (8.5 ha) campus in the Longwood Medical and Academic Area about 3.3 miles (5.3 km) south of the Cambridge campus, and the same distance southwest of downtown Boston.[13] The Arnold Arboretum[image: External link], in the Jamaica Plain[image: External link] neighborhood of Boston, is also owned and operated by Harvard.
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Harvard also owns and operates the Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection[image: External link], in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]; the Harvard Forest[image: External link] in Petersham, Massachusetts[image: External link]; the Concord Field Station in Estabrook Woods[image: External link] in Concord, Massachusetts[image: External link][50] and the Villa I Tatti[image: External link] research center[51] in Florence[image: External link], Italy. Harvard also operates the Harvard Shanghai Center in China.[52]
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	College/school
	Year founded



	Harvard College[image: External link]
	1636



	Medicine[image: External link]
	1782



	Divinity[image: External link]
	1816



	Law[image: External link]
	1817



	Dental Medicine[image: External link]
	1867



	Arts and Sciences[image: External link]
	1872



	Business[image: External link]
	1908



	Extension[image: External link]
	1910



	Design[image: External link]
	1914



	Education[image: External link]
	1920



	Public Health[image: External link]
	1922



	Government[image: External link]
	1936



	Engineering and Applied Sciences[image: External link]
	2007




Harvard is governed by a combination of its Board of Overseers[image: External link] and the President and Fellows of Harvard College[image: External link] (also known as the Harvard Corporation), which in turn appoints the President of Harvard University[image: External link].[53] There are 16,000 staff and faculty,[54] including 2,400 professors, lecturers, and instructors[55] teaching 7,200 undergraduates[image: External link] and 14,000 graduate[image: External link] students.[56]

The Faculty of Arts and Sciences[image: External link] has primary responsibility for instruction in Harvard College[image: External link], Graduate School of Arts and Sciences[image: External link], and the Harvard Division of Continuing Education[image: External link], which includes Harvard Summer School[image: External link] and Harvard Extension School[image: External link]. There are ten other graduate and professional school faculties, in addition to the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study[image: External link].[clarification needed[image: External link]]

Joint programs with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link] include the Harvard-MIT Division of Health Sciences and Technology[image: External link], the Broad Institute[image: External link], The Observatory of Economic Complexity[image: External link], and edX[image: External link].
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Main article: Harvard University endowment[image: External link]


Harvard has the largest university endowment[image: External link] in the world. As of September 2011, it had nearly regained the loss suffered during the 2008 recession. It was worth $32 billion in 2011, up from $28 billion in September 2010[57] and $26 billion in 2009. It suffered about 30% loss in 2008–09.[58][59] In December 2008, Harvard announced that its endowment had lost 22% (approximately $8 billion) from July to October 2008, necessitating budget cuts.[60] Later reports[61] suggest the loss was actually more than double that figure, a reduction of nearly 50% of its endowment in the first four months alone. Forbes in March 2009 estimated the loss to be in the range of $12 billion.[62] One of the most visible results of Harvard's attempt to re-balance its budget was their halting[61] of construction of the $1.2 billion Allston Science Complex that had been scheduled to be completed by 2011, resulting in protests from local residents.[63] As of 2012, Harvard University had a total financial aid reserve of $159 million for students, and a Pell Grant[image: External link] reserve of $4.093 million available for disbursement.[64]
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Since the 1970s, several campaigns have sought to divest[image: External link] Harvard's endowment from holdings the campaigns opposed, including investments in apartheid[image: External link] South Africa[image: External link], the tobacco industry[image: External link], Sudan[image: External link] during the Darfur genocide[image: External link], and the fossil fuel[image: External link] industry.[65]

During the divestment from South Africa[image: External link] movement in the late 1980s, student activists erected a symbolic "shantytown" on Harvard Yard and blockaded a speech given by South African Vice Consul Duke Kent-Brown.[66][67] The Harvard Management Company repeatedly refused to divest, stating that "operating expenses must not be subject to financially unrealistic strictures or carping by the unsophisticated or by special interest groups."[68] However, the university did eventually reduce its South African holdings by $230 million (out of $400 million) in response to the pressure.[66][69]
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Undergraduate admission to Harvard is characterized by the Carnegie Foundation as "more selective, lower transfer-in".[14] Harvard College accepted 5.2% of applicants for the class of 2021, a record low and the second lowest acceptance rate among all national universities.[70][71] Harvard College ended its early admissions program in 2007 as the program was believed to disadvantage low-income and under-represented minority applicants applying to selective universities, but for the class of 2016, an early action program was reintroduced.[72]

The undergraduate admissions office's policies on preference for children of alumni[image: External link] have been the subject of scrutiny and debate as it primarily aids Caucasians and the wealthy and seems to conflict with the concept of meritocratic admissions.[73][74]
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Harvard is a large, highly residential research university.[14] The university has been accredited[image: External link] by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges[image: External link] since 1929.[76] The university offers 46 undergraduate concentrations (majors),[77] 134 graduate degrees,[78] and 32 professional degrees.[79] For the 2008–2009 academic year, Harvard granted 1,664 baccalaureate degrees, 400 master's degrees, 512 doctoral degrees, and 4,460 professional degrees.[79]

The four-year, full-time undergraduate program comprises a minority of enrollments at the university and emphasizes instruction with an "arts and sciences focus".[14] Between 1978 and 2008, entering students were required to complete a core curriculum of seven classes outside of their concentration.[80] Since 2008, undergraduate students have been required to complete courses in eight General Education categories: Aesthetic and Interpretive Understanding, Culture and Belief, Empirical and Mathematical Reasoning, Ethical Reasoning, Science of Living Systems, Science of the Physical Universe, Societies of the World, and United States in the World.[81] Harvard offers a comprehensive doctoral graduate program, and there is a high level of coexistence[further explanation needed[image: External link]] between graduate and undergraduate degrees.[14] The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching[image: External link], The New York Times, and some students have criticized Harvard for its reliance on teaching fellows[image: External link] for some aspects of undergraduate education; they consider this to adversely affect the quality of education.[82][83]

Harvard's academic programs operate on a semester calendar[image: External link] beginning in early September and ending in mid-May.[84] Undergraduates typically take four half-courses per term and must maintain a four-course rate average to be considered full-time.[85] In many concentrations, students can elect to pursue a basic program or an honors-eligible program requiring a senior thesis and/or advanced course work.[86] Students graduating in the top 4–5% of the class are awarded degrees summa cum laude, students in the next 15% of the class are awarded magna cum laude, and the next 30% of the class are awarded cum laude.[87] Harvard has chapters of academic honor societies such as Phi Beta Kappa[image: External link] and various committees and departments also award several hundred named prizes annually.[88] Harvard, along with other universities, has been accused of grade inflation[image: External link],[89] although there is evidence that the quality of the student body and its motivation have also increased.[90] Harvard College reduced the number of students who receive Latin honors[image: External link] from 90% in 2004 to 60% in 2005. Moreover, the honors of "John Harvard Scholar" and "Harvard College Scholar" will now be given only to the top 5 percent and the next 5 percent of each class.[91][92][93][94]

University policy is to expel students engaging in academic dishonesty[image: External link] to discourage a "culture of cheating."[95][96][97] In 2012, dozens of students were expelled for cheating[image: External link] after an investigation of more than 120 students.[98] In 2013, there was a report that as many as 42% of incoming freshmen had cheated on homework prior to entering the university,[99] and these incidents have prompted the university to consider adopting an honor code[image: External link].[97][100]

For the 2012–13 school year, annual tuition was $38,000, with a total cost of attendance of $57,000.[101] Beginning in 2007, families with incomes below $60,000 pay nothing for their children to attend, including room and board. Families with incomes between $60,000 to $80,000 pay only a few thousand dollars per year, and families earning between $120,000 and $180,000 pay no more than 10% of their annual incomes.[15] In 2009, Harvard offered grants totaling $414 million across all eleven divisions;[further explanation needed[image: External link]] $340 million came from institutional funds, $35 million from federal support, and $39 million from other outside support. Grants total 88% of Harvard's aid for undergraduate students, with aid also provided by loans (8%) and work-study (4%).[102]
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Harvard is a founding member of the Association of American Universities[image: External link][103] and remains a research university with "very high" research activity and a "comprehensive" doctoral program across the arts, sciences, engineering, and medicine.[14] Research and development expenditures in 2011 totaled $649.7 million, 27th among American universities.[104]
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The Harvard University Library[image: External link] System is centered in Widener Library[image: External link] in Harvard Yard[image: External link] and comprises nearly 80 individual libraries holding over 18 million volumes.[16][17] According to the American Library Association[image: External link], this makes it the largest academic library in the United States, and one of the largest in the world.[17] Cabot Science Library, Lamont Library, and Widener Library are three of the most popular libraries for undergraduates to use, with easy access and central locations. There are rare books, manuscripts[image: External link] and other special collections throughout Harvard's libraries;[105] Houghton Library, the Arthur and Elizabeth Schlesinger Library on the History of Women in America, and the Harvard University Archives consist principally of rare and unique materials. America's oldest collection of maps, gazetteers, and atlases both old and new is stored in Pusey Library and open to the public. The largest collection of East-Asian[image: External link] language material outside of East Asia is held in the Harvard-Yenching Library[image: External link].

Harvard operates several arts, cultural, and scientific museums. The Harvard Art Museums[image: External link] comprises three museums. The Arthur M. Sackler Museum[image: External link] includes collections of ancient, Asian, Islamic and later Indian art, the Busch-Reisinger Museum[image: External link], formerly the Germanic Museum, covers central and northern European art, and the Fogg Museum of Art[image: External link], covers Western art from the Middle Ages to the present emphasizing Italian early Renaissance[image: External link], British pre-Raphaelite[image: External link], and 19th-century French art. The Harvard Museum of Natural History[image: External link] includes the Harvard Mineralogical Museum[image: External link], Harvard University Herbaria[image: External link] featuring the Blaschka[image: External link] Glass Flowers[image: External link] exhibit, and the Museum of Comparative Zoology[image: External link]. Other museums include the Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts[image: External link], designed by Le Corbusier[image: External link], housing the film archive, the Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology[image: External link], specializing in the cultural history and civilizations of the Western Hemisphere, and the Semitic Museum[image: External link] featuring artifacts from excavations in the Middle East.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 University rankings




Among overall rankings, both Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU) and THE World Reputation Rankings[image: External link] have consecutively ranked Harvard the best since the time when they were first released.[115][116] When QS and THE[image: External link] were published in partnership as the THE-QS World University Rankings[image: External link] during 2004-2009, Harvard had also held the top spot every year.[117]

Regarding rankings of specific indicators, Harvard topped both University Ranking by Academic Performance 2015-2016 and Mines ParisTech: Professional Ranking of World Universities[image: External link] (2011), which measured universities' numbers of alumni holding CEO positions in Fortune Global 500[image: External link] companies.[118] According to the 2016 poll done by The Princeton Review[image: External link], Harvard is the second most commonly named "dream college" in the United States, both for students and parents.[119] College ROI Report: Best Value Colleges by PayScale[image: External link] puts Harvard 22nd nationwide in the most recent 2016 edition.[120]
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 Student life






	
Demographics of student body[122]




	
	Undergraduate
	Graduate

and Professional
	U.S. Census



	Asian/Pacific Islander
	17%
	11%
	5%



	Black/Non-Hispanic
	6%
	4%
	12%



	Hispanics of any race
	9%
	5%
	16%



	White/non-Hispanic
	46%
	43%
	64%



	Mixed Race/Other
	10%
	8%
	9%



	International students
	11%
	27%
	N/A
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 Student body




In the last six years, Harvard's student population ranged from 19,000 to 21,000, across all programs.[124] Harvard enrolled 6,655 students in undergraduate programs, 3,738 students in graduate programs, and 10,722 students in professional programs.[121] The undergraduate population is 51% female, the graduate population is 48% female, and the professional population is 49% female.[121]
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Main article: Harvard Crimson[image: External link]


The Harvard Crimson[image: External link] competes in 42 intercollegiate sports in the NCAA[image: External link] Division I[image: External link] Ivy League[image: External link]. Harvard has an intense athletic rivalry with Yale University[image: External link] culminating in The Game[image: External link], although the Harvard–Yale Regatta[image: External link] predates the football game. This rivalry, though, is put aside every two years when the Harvard and Yale Track and Field[image: External link] teams come together to compete against a combined Oxford University[image: External link] and Cambridge University[image: External link] team, a competition that is the oldest continuous international amateur competition in the world.[125]

Harvard's athletic rivalry with Yale[image: External link] is intense in every sport in which they meet, coming to a climax each fall in the annual football[image: External link] meeting, which dates back to 1875 and is usually called simply "The Game[image: External link]". While Harvard's football team is no longer one of the country's best as it often was a century ago during football's early days (it won the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in 1920), both it and Yale have influenced the way the game is played. In 1903, Harvard Stadium[image: External link] introduced a new era into football with the first-ever permanent reinforced concrete stadium of its kind in the country. The stadium's structure actually played a role in the evolution of the college game. Seeking to reduce the alarming number of deaths and serious injuries in the sport, Walter Camp[image: External link] (former captain of the Yale football team), suggested widening the field to open up the game. But the stadium was too narrow to accommodate a wider playing surface. So, other steps had to be taken. Camp would instead support revolutionary new rules for the 1906 season. These included legalizing the forward pass[image: External link], perhaps the most significant rule change in the sport's history.[126][127]

Harvard has several athletic facilities, such as the Lavietes Pavilion[image: External link], a multi-purpose arena and home to the Harvard basketball teams. The Malkin Athletic Center, known as the "MAC", serves both as the university's primary recreation facility and as a satellite location for several varsity sports. The five-story building includes two cardio rooms, an Olympic-size swimming pool[image: External link], a smaller pool for aquaerobics and other activities, a mezzanine, where all types of classes are held, an indoor cycling studio, three weight rooms, and a three-court gym floor to play basketball. The MAC offers personal trainers and specialty classes. It is home to Harvard volleyball, fencing and wrestling.

Weld Boathouse[image: External link] and Newell Boathouse house the women's and men's rowing teams, respectively. The men's crew also uses the Red Top complex in Ledyard, Connecticut, as their training camp for the annual Harvard-Yale Regatta[image: External link]. The Bright Hockey Center hosts the Harvard hockey teams, and the Murr Center serves both as a home for Harvard's squash and tennis teams as well as a strength and conditioning center for all athletic sports.

As of 2013, there were 42 Division I intercollegiate varsity[image: External link] sports teams for women and men at Harvard, more than at any other NCAA Division I[image: External link] college in the country.[128] As with other Ivy League universities, Harvard does not offer athletic scholarships[image: External link].[129]

Older than The Game by 23 years, the Harvard-Yale Regatta was the original source of the athletic rivalry between the two schools. It is held annually in June on the Thames River[image: External link] in eastern Connecticut. The Harvard crew is typically considered to be one of the top teams in the country in rowing[image: External link]. Today, Harvard fields top teams in several other sports, such as the Harvard Crimson men's ice hockey[image: External link] team (with a strong rivalry against Cornell[image: External link]), squash[image: External link], and even recently won NCAA titles in Men's and Women's Fencing[image: External link]. Harvard also won the Intercollegiate Sailing Association National Championships[image: External link] in 2003.

Harvard's men's ice hockey team won the school's first NCAA Championship in any team sport in 1989. Harvard was also the first Ivy League institution to win a NCAA championship title in a women's sport when its women's lacrosse team won the NCAA Championship in 1990.

Harvard Undergraduate Television[image: External link] has footage from historical games and athletic events including the 2005 pep-rally before the Harvard-Yale Game.

The school color is crimson[image: External link], which is also the name of the Harvard sports teams and the daily newspaper, The Harvard Crimson[image: External link]. The color was unofficially adopted (in preference to magenta[image: External link]) by an 1875 vote of the student body, although the association with some form of red can be traced back to 1858, when Charles William Eliot[image: External link], a young graduate student who would later become Harvard's 21st and longest-serving president (1869–1909), bought red bandanas for his crew so they could more easily be distinguished by spectators at a regatta.
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 Song




Harvard has several fight songs, the most played of which, especially at football, are "Ten Thousand Men of Harvard[image: External link]" and " Harvardiana[image: External link]." While "Fair Harvard[image: External link]" is actually the alma mater[image: External link], "Ten Thousand Men" is better known outside the university. The Harvard University Band[image: External link] performs these fight songs, and other cheers, at football and hockey games. These were parodied by Harvard alumnus Tom Lehrer[image: External link] in his song "Fight Fiercely, Harvard[image: External link]," which he composed while an undergraduate.
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 Alumni




Main articles: List of Harvard University people[image: External link] and Notable non-graduate alumni of Harvard[image: External link]
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 Faculty




Harvard's faculty includes scholars such as biologist E. O. Wilson[image: External link], cognitive scientist Steven Pinker[image: External link], physicists Lisa Randall[image: External link] and Roy Glauber[image: External link], chemists Elias Corey[image: External link], Dudley R. Herschbach[image: External link] and George M. Whitesides[image: External link], computer scientists Michael O. Rabin[image: External link] and Leslie Valiant[image: External link], Shakespeare scholar Stephen Greenblatt[image: External link], writer Louis Menand[image: External link], critic Helen Vendler[image: External link], historians Henry Louis Gates, Jr.[image: External link] and Niall Ferguson[image: External link], economists Amartya Sen[image: External link], N. Gregory Mankiw[image: External link], Robert Barro[image: External link], Stephen A. Marglin[image: External link], Don M. Wilson III[image: External link] and Martin Feldstein[image: External link], political philosophers Harvey Mansfield[image: External link], Baroness Shirley Williams[image: External link] and Michael Sandel[image: External link], Fields Medalist mathematician Shing-Tung Yau[image: External link], political scientists Robert Putnam[image: External link], Joseph Nye[image: External link], and Stanley Hoffmann[image: External link], scholar/composers Robert Levin[image: External link] and Bernard Rands[image: External link], astrophysicist Alyssa A. Goodman[image: External link], and legal scholars Alan Dershowitz[image: External link] and Lawrence Lessig[image: External link].

Past faculty members include Stephen Jay Gould[image: External link], Robert Nozick[image: External link], Stephan Thernstrom[image: External link], Michael Walzer[image: External link], and Cornel West[image: External link].
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Harvard's legacy as a leading research and educational institution has a significant impact in both academy and popular culture. Furthermore, the perception of Harvard as a center of either elite achievement, or elitist privilege, has made it a frequent literary and cinematic backdrop. "In the grammar of film, Harvard has come to mean both tradition, and a certain amount of stuffiness," film critic Paul Sherman has said.[130]
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William Faulkner[image: External link]'s The Sound and the Fury[image: External link] (1929) and Absalom! Absalom![image: External link] (1936) depict Harvard student life.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
Of Time and the River (1935), Thomas Wolfe[image: External link]'s fictionalized autobiography, includes his alter ego's student days at Harvard.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
The Late George Apley[image: External link] (1937; winner of the Pulitzer Prize), by John P. Marquand[image: External link], parodies Harvard men at the opening of the 20th century.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
The Second Happiest Day (1953), by John P. Marquand, Jr.[image: External link], depicts the Harvard of the World War II generation.[131][132][133][134][135]
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Harvard's policy since 1970 has been to permit filming on its property only rarely, so most scenes set at Harvard (especially indoor shots, but excepting aerial footage and shots of public areas such as Harvard Square) are in fact shot elsewhere.[136][137]


	
Erich Segal's Love Story (1970), which concerns a romance between a wealthy hockey player (Ryan O'Neal[image: External link]) and a brilliant Radcliffe student of modest means (Ali MacGraw[image: External link]), is screened annually for incoming freshmen.[138][139][140]


	
The Paper Chase[image: External link] (1973)[141]


	
Prozac Nation[image: External link] (2001)

	
Legally Blonde[image: External link] (2001)

	
Stealing Harvard[image: External link] (2002)

	
The Social Network (2010)
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	2012 Harvard cheating scandal[image: External link]
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	I, Too, Am Harvard[image: External link]
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Bookmaker






This article is about bookmaking with respect to gambling. For the making of books, see Bookbinding[image: External link]. For other uses, see Bookie (disambiguation)[image: External link].

A bookmaker, bookie, or turf accountant is an organisation that, or a person who, takes bets[image: External link] on sporting and other events at agreed-upon odds[image: External link].



TOP
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 Range of events




Bookmakers in the United Kingdom focus betting on professional sports, especially horse racing[image: External link] and association football however, a wider range of bets, including on political elections, awards ceremonies such as The Oscars[image: External link], and novelty bets can also be placed.
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 Operational procedures




Main article: Mathematics of bookmaking[image: External link]


By adjusting the odds in their favour or by having a point spread[image: External link], bookmakers will aim to guarantee a profit by achieving a 'balanced book', either by getting an equal number of bets for each outcome or (when they are offering odds) by getting the amounts wagered on each outcome to reflect the odds.[1] When a large bet comes in, a bookmaker may also try to lay off the risk by buying bets from other bookmakers. Bookmakers do not generally attempt to make money from the bets themselves but rather by acting as market makers[image: External link] and profiting from the event regardless of the outcome. Their working methods are similar to that of an actuary[image: External link], who does a similar balancing of financial outcomes of events for the assurance and insurance industries.
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 Legality




Depending on jurisdiction, bookmaking may be legal or illegal, and is often regulated. In the United Kingdom, since 1 May 1961, bookmaking has been legal and even has been a small contributor to the British economy[image: External link], with a recent explosion of interest with regard to the international gaming sector industry. However, gambling debts were unenforceable under English law[image: External link] until the Gambling Act 2005[image: External link]. Many bookmakers are members of IBAS[image: External link], an industry organisation used to settle disputes.

Bookmaking is generally illegal in the United States, with Nevada[image: External link] being a notable exception due to the influence of Las Vegas.

In some countries, such as Singapore, Sweden, Canada, and Japan[image: External link], the only legal bookmaker is owned and operated by the state. In Canada, this is part of the lottery[image: External link] program and is known as Sport Select[image: External link].
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 United Kingdom gambling industry




The first bookmaker in the United Kingdom is considered to be Harry Ogden, who opened a business in the 1790s, although similar activities had existed in other forms earlier in the eighteenth century.[2][3]

Following the Gaming Act 1845[image: External link], the only gambling allowed in the United Kingdom was at race tracks. The introduction of special excursion trains meant that all classes of society could attend the new racecourses opening across the country. Cash concentrated towards the bookmakers who employed bodyguards against protection gangs operating within the vast crowds.[4]

In 1961, Harold Macmillan[image: External link]'s Conservative government legalised betting shops, with tough measures enacted to ensure that bookmakers remained honest. A large industry has grown since. At one time, there were over 15,000 betting shops. Now, through consolidation, they have been reduced to between 9,100 and 9,200 in 2013.[5] The group of the largest bookmakers in the country, known as the "Big Three", comprises William Hill[image: External link], Ladbrokes[image: External link], and Coral[image: External link].[6][7]

Improved TV coverage and the modernisation of the law have allowed betting in shops and casinos in most countries. In the UK, on-track bookies still mark up the odds on boards beside the race course and use tic-tac[image: External link] or mobile telephones to communicate the odds between their staff and to other bookies, but, with the modernisation of United Kingdom bookmaking laws, online and high street gambling are at an all-time high. A so-called super-casino had been planned for construction in Manchester[image: External link], but the government announced that this plan had been scrapped on 26 February 2008.
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 Internet gambling




Although online gambling first started in 1994 when the licensing authority of Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link] passed the Free Trade & Processes Act, bookmakers did not get involved until 2001. They were forced to act when research at the time found there were eight million online players worldwide.[8]

With the arrival of the World Wide Web[image: External link], many bookmakers have an online brand, but independently owned bookmakers often still maintain a "bricks and mortar" only operation as the software and hardware required to operate a successful online betting operation are complex and their costs are quite prohibitive; other bookmakers operate "skins" or "white label" websites, which they purchase from one of the large firms. The main websites require bets to be from countries where Internet gambling is allowed and from people over 18 years old. Some small bookmakers and startups purchase software from specialised white label solution providers. Since gambling products have a high conversion rate from one niche to another, most online betting websites also feature other gambling products such as poker, live dealer casino games, lottery, bingo, slots and other casino games. Controversially, the explosion in Internet gambling is being linked to a rise in gambling[image: External link] addiction, according to the UK's help and advice organisations for addicts, GamCare[image: External link] and Gamblers Anonymous[image: External link].

Increasingly, online bettors are turning to the use of betting exchanges[image: External link] such as Betfair[image: External link] and BETDAQ[image: External link], which automatically match back and lay bets between different bettors, thus effectively cutting out the bookmaker's traditional profit margin also called an overround[image: External link].

These online exchange markets operate a market index of prices near but usually not at 100% competitiveness, as exchanges take commissions on winnings. True wholesale odds[image: External link] are odds that operate at 100% of probabilistic outcomes.

Betting exchanges compete with the traditional bookmaker. They are generally able to offer punters better odds because of their much lower overheads but also give opportunities for arbitrage[image: External link], the practice of taking advantage of a price differential between two or more markets. However, traditionally, arbitrage has always been possible by backing all outcomes with bookmakers (dutching), as opposed to laying an outcome on an exchange. Exchanges, however, allow bookmakers to see the state of the market and set their odds accordingly.

With the increasing number of online betting exchanges, betting exchanges are now providing free bet offers in an attempt to lure customers away from the competition. These free bets are generally based on the size of the deposit made into the gambling account. For example, if a customer made a deposit of $20, the betting exchange would deposit an additional $20 for the customer to use.[9] Free bet rules vary depending on the betting exchange.

Some bookmakers have even taken to using betting exchanges as a way of laying off unfavourable bets and thus reducing their overall exposure. This has led to insecurity from some TABs[image: External link] in Australia, state-run betting agencies that attempted to deny Betfair an Australian licence by running unfavourable ads in the media regarding the company. When Tasmania[image: External link] granted Betfair a licence despite these efforts, the Western Australian[image: External link] state legislature passed a law that specifically criminalised using betting exchanges from within the state; however, the law was later ruled to be unconstitutional.

Bets are also taken via phones, using email and SMS text messages,[10] though poker and other sports are more suited to other media. As technology moves on, the gambling world ensures it is a major player in new technology operations.

Most televised sports in the United Kingdom and the rest of Europe are now sponsored wholly or partly by Internet and high street bookmakers, with sometimes several bookmakers and online casinos being displayed on players' shirts, advertising[image: External link] hoardings, stadium signs and competition event titles. Sponsors are especially highlighted in the football category since football fans present a significant percentage of the target group the bookmakers serve.

Many of the bookmakers are sponsoring some of the major football teams in the major European football leagues,[11] although Werder Bremen[image: External link] are currently fighting the German courts for the freedom to continue featuring bookmaker Bwin on their shirts, as Germany and France take action against online gamers.

With the recent banning of tobacco sponsorship[12] and the significant commercial budgets available to the gaming industry, sponsorship by car manufacturers, alcoholic drinks, soft drinks and fast-food marketers is being rapidly replaced by sponsorship from gaming companies in the Far East and Europe.

The United Kingdom's Gambling Act 2005[image: External link] introduced a new regulatory system for governing gambling in Great Britain. This system includes new provisions for regulating the advertising of gambling products. These provisions of the Act came into effect in September 2007. It is an offence to advertise in the UK, gambling that physically takes place in a non-European Economic Area[image: External link] (EEA) or, in the case of gambling by remote means, gambling that is not regulated by the gambling laws of an EEA state.

The situation is more confused in the United States, which has attempted to restrict operators of foreign gambling websites accessing their domestic market. This resulted in 2007 in a ruling against the US government by the World Trade Organization[image: External link].[13]
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Theater Company of Boston






Theater Company of Boston (TCB) was co-founded by David Wheeler and Naomi Thornton in 1963. Wheeler served as its artistic director until its closure in 1975. Actors including Al Pacino[image: External link], Robert DeNiro[image: External link], Dustin Hoffman[image: External link], Robert Duvall[image: External link], Jon Voight[image: External link], Stockard Channing[image: External link], James Woods[image: External link], Blythe Danner[image: External link], Larry Bryggman[image: External link], John Cazale[image: External link], Hector Elizondo[image: External link], Spalding Gray[image: External link], Paul Guilfoyle[image: External link], Ralph Waite[image: External link], Charles Siebert[image: External link] and Paul Benedict[image: External link] were part of the company.[1][2][3] Following Wheeler's death, Pacino described him as "one of the lights of my life".[4]
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Indio, California






Indio is a city in Riverside County[image: External link], California[image: External link], United States, located in the Coachella Valley[image: External link] of Southern California[image: External link]'s Colorado Desert[image: External link] region. It lies 23 miles (37 km) east of Palm Springs[image: External link], 77 miles (124 km) east of Riverside[image: External link], and 127 miles (204 km) east of Los Angeles[image: External link]. It is about 98 miles (158 km) north of Mexicali, Baja California[image: External link] on the U.S.-Mexican border. The word Indio is Spanish for Indian.

The population was 76,036 in the 2010 United States Census[image: External link], up from 49,116 at the 2000 census[image: External link], an increase of 55%. Indio was once referred to as "the Hub of the Valley", which was the Chamber of Commerce slogan in the 1970s—today the nickname is the "City of Festivals" because of cultural events held in the city, most notably Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival[image: External link].
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 History




Railroad line construction east out of Los Angeles began in 1873. Trains were operated to Colton on July 16, 1875, and to Indio (then Indian Wells) on May 29, 1876. Moving on eastward from Indio, the railroad reached the west bank of the Colorado River opposite Yuma on May 23, 1877 (a village known as Arizona City prior to 1873). There was delay in getting military authority to lay tracks across the Yuma Indian reservation, and it was September that year before the bridge was completed so trains could operate into Yuma. The Southern Pacific Railroad was to have joined those of the Texas & Pacific, one of several railroads then holding, or seeking, federal authority to build lines from various sections of the country west to the Pacific Coast. But the rail-head of the T & P was at a standstill far off in Texas, so Southern Pacific continued building eastward. (A Historical Sketch of the SOUTHERN PACIFIC 1869-1944 by Erle Heath Editor, The Southern Pacific "Bulletin", www.cprr.org/Museum/SP_1869-1944/).

The City of Indio came about because of the need of a halfway point for the Southern Pacific Railroad between Yuma, Arizona[image: External link] and Los Angeles[image: External link]. The engines needed to be re-filled with water. At first, the-would-be city was called Indian Wells,[9]:292 but because of so many other areas already called that, Indio – after a Spanish variation of the word "Indian" – was chosen.[10] After the railroad's arrival in 1876, Indio really started to grow. The first permanent building was the craftsman style Southern Pacific Depot station and hotel. Southern Pacific tried to make life as comfortable as it could for their workers in order to keep them from leaving such a difficult area to live in at the time. It was at the center of all social life in the desert with a fancy dining room and hosting dances on Friday nights.[11]

While Indio started as a railroad town, it soon became agricultural. Onions[image: External link], cotton[image: External link], grapes[image: External link], citrus[image: External link] and dates[image: External link] thrived in the arid climate due to the ingenuity of farmers finding various means of attaining water; first through artesian wells and later through the valley’s branch of the All-American Canal[image: External link]. However, water also was a major problem for Indio and the city was flooded several times until the storm water canals were created throughout the Coachella Valley.[12]

Businessmen and women found this last frontier land of the continental United States as an ideal place to start fresh. Dr. Harry Smiley and his wife Nell were early residents and stayed in Indio after their car broke down on the way to Los Angeles and became people of influence and helped shape the area. A.G. Tingman was an early storeowner and first Postmaster of Indio, but also well known for taking advantage of miners as they headed to the mountains, selling at rather high prices. Later Dr. June Robertson McCarroll became a leading philanthropist as well as successful doctor in Indio. She was responsible along with the Indio Woman’s Club for pressing California into adopting the placing of white lines down the streets after she nearly got hit one too many times by passing vehicles. But even though these early founders of the city are considered pioneers, they still partook in the lifestyles of their friends living in such areas as Los Angeles. Indio established itself quickly and kept up with all the trends as they were brought in by the railroads.[13]

By the turn of the 20th century, Indio was already more than a fading railroad town. Schools were built, the La Casita hospital provided medical services, and families established roots. This was the growth of a city, not just a railroad town.

By 1920, about one to two thousand year round residents lived in Indio, while it can double to 2,500 to 5,000 during the winter months and was advertised as a health resort for senior citizens[image: External link] and those with respiratory diseases[image: External link] and ailments in the rest of the 20th century.[14]

Indio also served as the home of the USDA’s Date Station, a place where leading scientific research was taking place on the fruit that would become a major part of the culture of Indio. The station started in 1907 and was responsible for the ability of local farmers to better understand this unique crop and make the Coachella Valley a leader in American date crops. This also created a tie to the Middle East that led to the theme for the County Fair with the Middle Eastern flair.[12]

Coachella and Thermal were soon larger cities than Indio, but Indio remained the “Hub of the Valley,” as it was called. With the burning of the majority of Thermal and the decline of Coachella, Indio grew again. By 1930 Indio was a thriving area and incorporated. On September 6, 1930, storekeeper Fred Kohler received the first business license in Indio.

Indio was also aided by the visiting soldiers from Patton’s training grounds in Chiriaco Summit[image: External link] located 30 miles to the east.[15] However, Indio saw another decline as the valley’s population begin to move west towards newer cities such as Palm Desert. However, now there is a reversal in this trend and the eastern section of the valley is poised to once again become the center of the Coachella Valley.[16]

The city had significant unemployment rates (in some cases over 20 percent) in the late 20th century and from the recession in the late 2000s[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] The rate in 2006 was under 5 percent after the local economy rebounded in the real estate boom when more affluent residents moved in.[citation needed[image: External link]] The rapid population growth fueled the city's present need for employment opportunities.
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 Geography




Indio is located at 33°43′12″N 116°13′55″W[image: External link] (33.719871, -116.231889).[17] According to the United States Census Bureau[image: External link], the city has a total area of 75.6 square kilometers (29 sq mi), 99.97% of which is land and 0.03% is water.

The telephone area code is 760. The city's ZIP codes[image: External link] are 92201 and 92203 north of Interstate 10[image: External link]. About 3 miles (5 km) north and east of Indio is the San Andreas Fault[image: External link], a major tectonic plate[image: External link] boundary of the Pacific and North American plates.

Indio is home of Riverside County's eastern administration offices. Palm Springs had more people from 1955 to 1992, when the US census announced Indio surpassed Palm Springs and that title was returned to them. The official elevation of Indio is below sea level; the city hall is 14 feet (4 m) below sea level, as the Eastern half of the Coachella valley drops as low as 150 feet (50 m) below sea level (the lake shore of the Salton Sea[image: External link] is 15 miles (24 km) South of Indio).
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 Climate




The climate of the Coachella Valley is influenced by the surrounding geography. High mountain ranges on three sides contribute to its unique and year-round warm climate, with some of warmest winters west of the Rocky Mountains. Indio has a warm winter/hot summer climate ( Köppen[image: External link]: BWh[image: External link]): Its average annual high temperature is 89.5 °F (31.9 °C) and average annual low is 62.1 °F (16.7 °C) but summer highs above 108 °F (42 °C) are common and sometimes exceed 120 °F (49 °C), while summer night lows often stay above 82 °F (28 °C). Winters are warm with daytime highs often between 68–86 °F (20–30 °C). Under 4 inches (100 mm) of annual precipitation are average, with over 348 days of sunshine per year. The hottest temperature ever recorded there was 125 °F (52 °C) on July 6, 1905.[18] The mean annual temperature is 75.8 °F (24.3 °C).[19]



	Climate data for Indio, California



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	97

(36)
	100

(38)
	104

(40)
	110

(43)
	121

(49)
	123

(51)
	125

(52)
	121

(49)
	122

(50)
	115

(46)
	101

(38)
	96

(36)
	125

(52)



	Average high °F (°C)
	71.9

(22.2)
	75.3

(24.1)
	81.3

(27.4)
	87.5

(30.8)
	95.7

(35.4)
	103.1

(39.5)
	107.3

(41.8)
	106.6

(41.4)
	102.0

(38.9)
	91.9

(33.3)
	79.6

(26.4)
	71.0

(21.7)
	89.5

(31.9)



	Average low °F (°C)
	44.6

(7)
	48.0

(8.9)
	54.8

(12.7)
	60.7

(15.9)
	67.7

(19.8)
	74.2

(23.4)
	80.3

(26.8)
	80.3

(26.8)
	74.0

(23.3)
	63.7

(17.6)
	51.8

(11)
	44.2

(6.8)
	62.1

(16.7)



	Record low °F (°C)
	13

(−11)
	20

(−7)
	25

(−4)
	33

(1)
	38

(3)
	45

(7)
	59

(15)
	56

(13)
	46

(8)
	31

(−1)
	23

(−5)
	17

(−8)
	13

(−11)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	0.56

(14.2)
	0.64

(16.3)
	0.43

(10.9)
	0.05

(1.3)
	0.07

(1.8)
	0.01

(0.3)
	0.04

(1)
	0.54

(13.7)
	0.04

(1)
	0.26

(6.6)
	0.18

(4.6)
	0.62

(15.7)
	3.44

(87.4)



	Source: NOAA (normals 1981–2010)[20]
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 Nature and wildlife




Indio is in the Colorado Desert[image: External link] region of the Sonoran Desert[image: External link]. It is adjacent to the geologic Salton Sink[image: External link] and within the site of historic Lake Cahuilla[image: External link] of the Lower Colorado River Valley[image: External link]. Indio is an official National Bird Sanctuary, because of the seasonal bird migration flight routes that cross the town en route to the Salton Sea[image: External link].


	Geography of the Colorado Desert[image: External link]

	Fauna of the Colorado Desert[image: External link]

	Sonoran Desert wildflowers[image: External link]
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1940[image: External link]
	2,296
	
	—



	1950[image: External link]
	5,300
	
	130.8%



	1960[image: External link]
	9,745
	
	83.9%



	1970[image: External link]
	14,459
	
	48.4%



	1980[image: External link]
	21,611
	
	49.5%



	1990[image: External link]
	36,793
	
	70.3%



	2000[image: External link]
	49,116
	
	33.5%



	2010[image: External link]
	76,036
	
	54.8%



	Est. 2016
	88,488
	[21]
	16.4%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[22]
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 2010




The 2010 United States Census[image: External link][23] reported that Indio had a population of 76,036. The population density[image: External link] was 2,604.9 people per square mile (1,005.8/km²). The racial makeup of Indio was 46,735 (61.5%) White[image: External link] (27.0% Non-Hispanic White),[7] 1,805 (2.4%) African American[image: External link], 741 (1.0%) Native American[image: External link], 1,693 (2.2%) Asian[image: External link], 55 (0.1%) Pacific Islander[image: External link], 22,394 (29.5%) from other races[image: External link], and 2,613 (3.4%) from two or more races. Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race were 51,540 persons (67.8%).

There were 23,378 households, out of which 10,522 (45.0%) had children under the age of 18 living in them, 13,149 (56.2%) were opposite-sex married couples[image: External link] living together, 3,578 (15.3%) had a female householder with no husband present, 1,512 (6.5%) had a male householder with no wife present. There were 1,654 (7.1%) unmarried opposite-sex partnerships[image: External link], and 232 (1.0%) same-sex married couples or partnerships[image: External link]. 3,859 households (16.5%) were made up of individuals and 1,777 (7.6%) had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 3.21. There were 18,239 families[image: External link] (78.0% of all households); the average family size was 3.60.

The population was spread out with 22,879 people (30.1%) under the age of 18, 7,247 people (9.5%) aged 18 to 24, 20,705 people (27.2%) aged 25 to 44, 15,793 people (20.8%) aged 45 to 64, and 9,412 people (12.4%) who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 32.2 years. For every 100 females there were 97.3 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 94.5 males.

There were 28,971 housing units at an average density of 992.5 per square mile (383.2/km²), of which 15,274 (65.3%) were owner-occupied, and 8,104 (34.7%) were occupied by renters. The homeowner vacancy rate was 5.0%; the rental vacancy rate was 12.5%. 46,780 people (61.5% of the population) lived in owner-occupied housing units and 28,307 people (37.2%) lived in rental housing units.

During 2009–2013, Indio had a median household income of $50,068, with 21.9% of the population living below the federal poverty line.[7]
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 2000




As of the census[image: External link][24] of 2000, there were 49,116 people, 13,871 households, and 11,069 families residing in the city. The population density[image: External link] was 1,840.3 people per square mile (710.5/km²). There were 16,909 housing units at an average density of 633.6 per square mile (244.6/km²). The racial makeup of the city was 44.4% White[image: External link], 2.8% Black[image: External link], 1.0% Native American[image: External link], 1.5% Asian American[image: External link], 0.1% Pacific Islander[image: External link], 42.0% from other races[image: External link], and 3.9% from two or more races. 65.7% of the population were Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race.

There were 13,871 households out of which 48.2% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 55.9% were married couples[image: External link] living together, 16.7% had a female householder with no husband present, and 20.2% were non-families. 16.0% of all households were made up of individuals and 7.0% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 3.5 and the average family size was 3.9.

In the city, the population was spread out with 35.3% under the age of 18, 11.1% from 18 to 24, 29.4% from 25 to 44, 15.2% from 45 to 64, and 9.1% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 27 years. For every 100 females there were 101.2 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 98.8 males.

The median income for a household in the city was $34,624, and the median income for a family was $35,564. Males had a median income of $25,651 versus $21,093 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the city was $13,525. About 16.8% of families and 21.5% of the population were below the poverty line[image: External link], including 28.2% of those under age 18 and 12.0% of those age 65 or over.
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 Population growth




In the past quarter a century (from 1984 to 2008), Indio has grown many times its previous size. Indio handles unprecedented growth for being a select area of choice for thousands of new residents per year: an estimated 25 new residents are added per day.

City leaders and other locals are expanding city public services, including recreation activities, commercial retail centers and industrial complexes.

The 2010 United States Census[image: External link] recorded the city's population to be about 76,000 residents, but doesn't estimate seasonal residents (Indio may have 90-100,000 residents by New Year's Day).[25] The current population estimate for Indio (as of 2016) is 91,000.
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 Economy




Two major contributions to the local economy are year-round agriculture[image: External link] and tourism[image: External link], although the majority of tourist activity is seasonal between October and May.
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 Agriculture




Indio has been one of Southern California's most important agricultural regions, once responsible for a large percentage of the nation's date crop; however, with all the new residential and recreational development, the date groves are now more limited to the south and southeast of Indio. Even the grove of date palm trees at the Riverside County Fair and national Date Festival grounds have been torn out by the county.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Travelers from around the world still can stop by Shields Date Gardens[image: External link], a date grower that maintains a large retail store along State Highway 111 in Indio. There are citrus[image: External link] groves and vegetable[image: External link] fields surrounding the city limits, but rapid development of new housing tracts and golf courses in the "East Valley" in the 1990s and 2000s has displaced most of the agricultural space.
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 Employment and job growth




In recent years, Indio served as a magnet of job opportunities for immigrants, and newcomers from parts of California and across the nation. Job fields, such as agriculture, construction, hospitality (hotel resorts), maintenance, and retail and housekeeping are highly needed in the area.

In fact light industry is not a new thing in Indio. In the 1960s, 1970s and early 1980s, the Bank of America[image: External link]-owned Giannini Research Institute, Kaiser Inc.[image: External link] and Cabazon Firearms had contracts with both NASA and the US Armed Forces[image: External link] that produced ammunition, computer parts, moon rover parts for the Apollo[image: External link] landing program and train engines for the Southern Pacific Railroad.

Indio sought more corporate businesses and office professions, including fruit packing and shipping firms. Locally based United States Filter Corporation, Guy Evans Inc., Dimare Fruit Co., West Coast Turf and Japanese-owned Sun World Inc.; and move-in companies such as Borden[image: External link], Coca-Cola[image: External link], Ernie Ball[image: External link], Ernst and Young[image: External link], Ferguson[image: External link], Fulton Distributors, Guthy-Renker[image: External link], Pulte Homes[image: External link], Sunrise Company, SunScape Tech and Tala Industries choose Indio for the location of transport routes, low economical costs and growth potential.
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 Top employers




According to the City's 2009 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report,[26] the top employers in the city are:



	#
	Employer
	# of Employees



	1
	County of Riverside[image: External link]
	1,351



	2
	Desert Sands Unified School District[image: External link]
	1,090



	3
	John F. Kennedy Memorial Hospital[image: External link]
	530



	4
	City of Indio
	308



	5
	Boulder West Components
	200



	6
	Tidwell Concrete Construction
	110



	7
	Mathis Brothers
	104



	8
	The Home Depot[image: External link]
	103



	9
	La Hacienda Nursery & Landscape
	76



	10
	PHP Contracting
	60
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 Native American gaming




Two Native American owned[image: External link] casinos in and near Indio are the Fantasy Springs Resort Casino[image: External link], owned by the Cabazon Band of Mission Indians[image: External link][27] and the Spotlight 29 Casino[image: External link], owned by the Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians[image: External link].[28]
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 Arts and culture
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 Annual events




Because of the numerous festivals and special events held annually in Indio, the Chamber of Commerce deemed Indio's official nickname to be: "The City of Festivals." The Date Festival/County Fairgrounds is a facility that hosts various events year round such as music concerts, 4x4 monster truck[image: External link] rallies, rodeos or other special events.

Two major annual festivals are the National Date Festival[image: External link] and the Indio International Tamale Festival. Riverside County Fair and National Date Festival[image: External link] is held each February at the Riverside County Fairgrounds, located on Highway 111 in the heart of Indio. Since 1947, this festival has celebrated the date[image: External link] fruit crop of the Coachella Valley. The Tamale Festival is held each December on the streets of Old Town Indio and holds one Guinness World Record as the largest tamale festival (120,000 in attendance, Dec. 2-3, 2000) and once held the record for the world's largest tamale, [over 1 foot (0.3 m) in diameter and 40 feet (12.2 m) in length], created by Chef John Sedlar but that record has since been surpassed by another.

In 1993, Paul Tollett, president of Goldenvoice, booked a Pearl Jam[image: External link] concert at the Empire Polo Club[image: External link] in Indio and six years later the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival[image: External link] was born.[29] Since 2001, Coachella has been an annual event that has brought notable music acts to the desert, including: Prince[image: External link], Paul McCartney[image: External link], Kanye West[image: External link], Radiohead[image: External link], Dr. Dre[image: External link], Snoop Dogg[image: External link], Pixies[image: External link], The Cure[image: External link], The White Stripes[image: External link], Jay-Z[image: External link], Tool[image: External link], Beastie Boys[image: External link], Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link], Jane's Addiction[image: External link], Roger Waters[image: External link] and several others. Coachella extended the festival to three days in 2007 and in 2010, organizers did away with single-day tickets, offering instead three-day passes. Whatever changes the Coachella festival makes, it continues to draw large amounts of concertgoers to Indio and the Empire Polo Club—a venue that Rolling Stone said possessed a "lush beauty... that made the desert seem very far away."[30]

In May 2007, Goldenvoice, promoters of Coachella, started Stagecoach[image: External link], a two-day country music[image: External link] festival held the weekend following the Coachella. Performers have included George Strait[image: External link], Kenny Chesney[image: External link], the Eagles[image: External link], Sugarland[image: External link], Taylor Swift[image: External link], Carrie Underwood[image: External link] and Kid Rock[image: External link].

In 2013, OC Weekly[image: External link]'s Dave Barton described the arts scene in Indio with "seems to consist of Johnny Cash[image: External link] tributes, chalk art, camel[image: External link] and ostrich races[image: External link], and Neil Simon revivals."[31]

On April 15, 2016 it was reported that Goldenvoice was trying to bring together The Rolling Stones, The Who, Paul McCartney, Bob Dylan, Roger Waters, and Neil Young for a 3-day mega concert known as Desert Trip[image: External link] to take place some time in 7–9 October 2016. It would take place at the same venue as the Coachella Music Festival.[32]

Indio is also the site of the annual Southwest Arts Festival, the Cabazon Indian National Pow Wow, the Palm Springs Kennel Club's Annual Dog Show and Rhythm, Wine and Brews Festival at the Empire Polo Club, Heritage Festival at the Coachella Valley History Museum and the Family Motor Coach Association's Annual Western Region RV Rally at the Fairgrounds.

The Fantasy Springs Resort Casino[image: External link] is located in Indio.[33]
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 Points of interest




The Coachella Valley History Museum [1][image: External link] on Miles Avenue in Indio, has a two-acre campus, which currently includes the Smiley-Tyler House, built in 1926, the 1909 Schoolhouse, and the Date Museum dedicated to the history and development of the fruit (the only date museum in the world), plus gardens and archives preserving historical artefacts of the Coachella Valley.

Indio Hills Palms[image: External link], state park property, are native California fan palms[image: External link] that thrive in many locations but rarely in such numbers as in the canyons of the Indio Hills. Here, along a line where the San Andreas fault[image: External link] captures groundwater that nurtures the palms, is a wild parkland which is part of the adjacent Coachella Valley Preserve. The park contains some fine native palm[image: External link] groves that include Indian, Hidden, Pushawalla, Biskra, Macomber and Horseshoe palms. The nearest palm groves are relatively easy to reach from the trailhead and parking area 4 miles (6 km) north of Indio. There are currently no marked access roads to the property.
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 Indio's old town historic mural program




In the fall of 1996 the Indio Chamber of Commerce formed a committee to develop a Historic Mural Project to help revitalize the local economy at the time of the statewide economic recession. Several communities have benefited from similar programs, such as Chemainus, Canada[image: External link]; El Paso, Texas[image: External link]; and Eureka[image: External link], Bishop[image: External link], Needles[image: External link], & 29 Palms[image: External link] in California, as well the famous Chicano Park[image: External link] mural to commemorate Hispanic-American life in Barrio Logan, San Diego[image: External link] in the late 1970s.[citation needed[image: External link]]

It began with a suggestion to start a mural project first brought to the city by David Hernandez, a former Indio city council member, after he visited Chemainus. Very little happened with this concept until 1996, when the Riverside County National Date Festival's executive director Bruce Latta and commissioned artist Bill Weber[image: External link] of San Francisco[image: External link] to paint a mural of the Taj Mahal[image: External link] on the Taj Mahal (Garden of Allah) building at the fairgrounds. At the same time, local businessman Bruce Clark, who was instrumental in promoting Historic U.S. Route 99[image: External link] (Indio Blvd.) to its former status as the Main Street of California. He maintains a website on Historic Route 99 (http://www.indiocaroute99.com/component/option,com_frontpage/Itemid,1/[image: External link]). He brought the mural idea forward again, after seeing the success of a similar local program in 29 Palms. When Clark presented the idea to the chamber board of directors the idea was immediately recognized as something that could help the city's economy by encouraging tourism. Indio now has ten murals about the city on the sides of various buildings in old town or a water reservoir tank on Monroe Street.
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 Politics




In the California State Legislature[image: External link], Indio is in the 28th Senate District[image: External link], represented by Republican[image: External link] Jeff Stone[image: External link], and in the 56th Assembly District[image: External link], represented by Democrat[image: External link] Eduardo Garcia[image: External link].[34]

In the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], Indio is in California's 36th congressional district[image: External link], represented by Democrat[image: External link] Raul Ruiz[image: External link].[35]

Riverside County’s East branch offices are located in Indio.[citation needed[image: External link]]

According to the Riverside County voter registrar, a majority in Indio are affiliated with the Democratic party, while other portions of the Coachella Valley tend to affiliate with the Republican party.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Education




Indio is served by two public school districts: Desert Sands Unified[image: External link] and on the city's south eastern corner, Coachella Valley Unified.[image: External link] Desert Sands' headquarters is located in La Quinta.[image: External link]

Indio's six elementary and two middle schools are highly rated under the California Distinguished Schools[image: External link] program. Because of Indio's growing population and above-average number of young people with families, the two school districts are expanding, with plans on building more schools, along with remodeling the older ones with new buildings and designs.

Schools in or near Indio:

Desert Sands Unified


	ELEMENTARY (grades K-5): Carrillo Ranch, Dr. Reynaldo J. Carreon Jr. Academy, Amelia Earhart (Int'l studies), John Adams (STEM school) near Benjamin Franklin in La Quinta, Dwight D. Eisenhower (closes in 2017, may become STEM school), Herbert Hoover, Andrew Jackson, Lyndon B. Johnson, John F. Kennedy, James Madison, James Monroe (in Bermuda Dunes), Theodore Roosevelt, Martin Van Buren, and Horizon Elementary (independent studies) in La Quinta.

	MIDDLE/JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS (grades 6-8): La Quinta Middle, Desert Ridge Academy; Thomas Jefferson; Indio Middle[image: External link]; John Glenn (Int'l studies)[image: External link] (California Distinguished School); and Horizon Middle (independent studies) in La Quinta.

	HIGH SCHOOLS (grades 9-12): Indio High[image: External link]; La Quinta High[image: External link] in La Quinta; Shadow Hills[image: External link]; Amistad High, a continuation high school in former site of Woodrow Wilson[image: External link] Middle school; and Horizon High (independent studies) in La Quinta.

	ADULT SCHOOL: Courses include: GED TEST preparation, ESL Beg/Int/Adv classes, Citizenship classes, a RossettaStone Language lab, and more.



Coachella Valley Unified schools


	ELEMENTARY (grades K-5): Mountain Vista Elementary.

	MIDDLE/JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS (grades 6-8): Cahuilla Desert Academy.

	HIGH SCHOOLS (grades 9-12): Coachella Valley High[image: External link] and Desert Mirage High School[image: External link], both in Thermal[image: External link].



Private schools

Grace Academy (K-8), Indio Christian Center (1-12), River Springs Charter School (K-12), Our Lady of Perpetual Help (PK-8), Trinity Lutheran Child Development Center (PK, K) and Christian School of the Desert (PK-12), located in nearby Bermuda Dunes.[image: External link]

Higher Education

College of the Desert[image: External link] commonly referred to by its initials C.O.D, is the Coachella Valley's community college. C.O.D opened an East valley campus facility in 2002 in the Riverside County Employment Developmental Center located on Monroe Street. Recently, it has expanded its classes to a new "East Valley" Educational center in Mecca.[image: External link]

Riverside County has a Regional Occupational Program facility in Indio that provides vocational educational courses in the Coachella valley's job market.

The California Desert Trial Academy School of Law was approved by the California State Bar[image: External link] as an unaccredited fixed facility law school in Indio and is currently holding classes in the County Law Library in Indio while plans move forward on the school constructing its own campus buildings in downtown Indio.[36]
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 Media




The Indio Date Palm[37] was an early paper established in 1912 by John Winfield (J. Win) Wilson.[38]

Three daily newspapers serve Indio, the Desert Sun, Riverside-based the Press-Enterprise[image: External link] and the Los Angeles Times are available in markets, coffee shops and book stores. Indio is served by several free weekly publications, as well as The Sun Runner Magazine, based out of Joshua Tree, but covering the California desert region.

Indio has ten local television stations serving the Coachella Valley, and six Spanish-language networks (local or regional affiliates like KUNA-LP[image: External link] and KVER-CA[image: External link]), some are over-air signals from Mexico. About eight Los Angeles[image: External link] television stations are available on cable and satellite service.

Three out of 20 Palm Springs area's radio stations are licensed to Indio: KESQ 1400 AM (in Spanish[image: External link]) owned by KESQ-TV[image: External link]/ KDFX-CD[image: External link], KKUU[image: External link] 92.7 FM (Urban/Hip-hop/R&B) owned by Morris Communications[image: External link], KHCV[image: External link] 104.3, and classic rock[image: External link] KRHQ[image: External link] 102.3 FM owned by RM Broadcasting. However, none of the stations have their offices or studios in Indio. KHCV and KESQ are located in Palm Desert; both KKUU and KRHQ are located in Palm Springs.
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 Public safety




Indio has its own police department.

The city of Indio contracts for fire and paramedic services with the Riverside County Fire Department through a cooperative agreement with CAL FIRE[image: External link].[39] Indio has 4 fire stations utilizing 4 engine companies, 3 paramedic ambulances and 1 truck company.
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 Infrastructure
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 Transportation




Bermuda Dunes Airport[image: External link] (FAA designator: UDD) is on the north-western border of Indio, along I-10 just west of Jefferson Street. It 5,000-foot (1,500 m) runway and serves small private planes, air carriers and commuter jets. The Jacqueline Cochran Regional Airport[image: External link] in Thermal[image: External link] just a few minutes from Indio is named for the famous 1920s pilot and Indio resident and used for cargo planes to ship agricultural products, also on the four-lane California State Route 86S[image: External link] expressway or the "NAFTA highway" (in reference to the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link]) for international traffic. The closest airport with regularly scheduled commercial passenger service is Palm Springs International Airport[image: External link], about 20 miles (32 km) away.

The Greyhound[image: External link] and Amtrak[image: External link] passenger buses have a highly used bus depot in downtown Indio, where buses stop by regularly on the way to stops in Southern California[image: External link], Arizona[image: External link] and the Mexican border. A recently approved plan for a new transportation center for Greyhound and Amtrak. The city is served by the local bus line SunLine Transit Agency[image: External link] ("SunBus"), which services much of the Coachella Valley.[40] Its substation is located on Highway 111[image: External link] and Golf Center Drive, part of business route 10 that connects Indio and Coachella. Highway 111[image: External link] runs through the city which connects the northern end with the I-10 in Whitewater, CA[image: External link] to the southern end in Mexicali[image: External link].
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 Health care




John F. Kennedy Memorial Hospital[image: External link] is a General Acute Care Hospital[image: External link] in Indio with Basic Emergency Services as of 2006.[41] One of three hospitals in the Coachella Valley, JFK hospital has one of the state's busiest maternity wards and in 2005, opened a new maternity center in part of hospital expansion plan for more surgical rooms, intensive care units and a new concrete emergency heliport. The Indio (renamed John F. Kennedy[image: External link]) hospital opened in a new location in 1983 on land donated by hospital co-founder Dr. Reynaldo J. Carreon.[42]
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 Parks and recreation




The city of Indio has 20 public parks (all operated by the City of Indio), a city-operated park near the municipal golf course, a community recreation center, a new senior center located one block from the new teen center located across from Indio High school and a Desert Park wildlife refuge north of 40th and 42nd Avenues.[43]


	City of Indio Park.

	Miles Avenue Park near the Coachella Valley History Museum.

	Doug York Plaza.

	Downtown Indio Park (Grass lot).

	Fiesta Tamale Park (Grass lot).

	Indio Teen Center and Park, across from Indio High School.

	South Jackson Park with Pawley Pool facility, a soccer field, a little league baseball stadium (Davis Sports Complex) and a YMCA/Boys & Girls club.

	North Jackson Park, near Jackson School.

	Tingman Park under the Jackson street bridge/Indio Boulevard (Historic US Route 99), named for city co-founder Pat Tingman.

	Dominguez Park on Crown Way, named for Al Dominguez, the city's first Mexican-American councilman in the 1950s/1960s.

	Dr.Carreon-Nobles Ranch Park-Playground with water tower arts mural of local history.

	Yucca (Lane) Park-Playground.

	Cahuilla Park- formerly called Indio Terrace Park.

	Shields/Westside Park-Playground.

	George S. Patton Park.

	Hjorth Park-Playground.

	Mulligan Dog park.

	Burr(street)park.
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 Notable people






	
Al Adamson[image: External link] – writer, producer, director and actor

	
Debi Derryberry[image: External link] - cartoon voice actor

	
Judith 'Judie' Brown[image: External link] - 1979 co-founder of American Life League[image: External link]


	
Timothy Bradley, Jr.[image: External link] – professional boxer

	
Jacqueline Cochran[image: External link] – notable female pilot

	
Cameron Crowe[image: External link] – writer and director

	
Merv Griffin[image: External link] – television personality, singer, actor, producer

	
L. Ron Hubbard[image: External link] - founder of Church of Scientology[image: External link], had a home south of Indio

	
Stephan Jenkins[image: External link] – writer, lead vocalist for Third Eye Blind[image: External link]


	
Anthony Kim[image: External link] – golfer

	
Oscar Loya[image: External link] – singer and Broadway musical theatre performer

	
Oscar Lua[image: External link] – USC[image: External link] college football[image: External link] player

	
Vanessa Marcil[image: External link] – actress[44]


	
June Hill Robertson McCarroll[image: External link] - physician, invented painted lines on highways

	
Rich Newey[image: External link] – music video, commercial and film director

	
Alan O'Day[image: External link] – musician

	
Tony Reagins[image: External link] – General Manager of Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim[image: External link] 2007-2011

	
Marco Sanchez[image: External link] – actor

	
Bill Snyder[image: External link] – football head coach of Kansas State University[image: External link] Wildcats; head coach at Indio High School in 1960s and 1970s

	
Stan Van Gundy[image: External link] – president of basketball operations and head coach of NBA's Detroit Pistons[image: External link], born in Indio

	
Jeff Webb[image: External link] – Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link] wide receiver

	
Ed White[image: External link] – San Diego Chargers[image: External link] and Minnesota Vikings[image: External link] lineman; played for Indio High School; the school's football stadium was named for him
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 Pop culture




Indio has appeared in movies, television and music.

Indio and surrounding areas was in the 1980 Mexican movie Johnny Chicano about Mexican tourists meet up a local Mexican-American.

The city's namesake appeared on a circus poster in a fast food joint scene of the 1990 comedy movie Don't Tell Mom the Babysitter's Dead[image: External link]. A little league record-holding batter from Indio was one of the talented youth athletes on the intro of sports comedy movie Jerry Maguire[image: External link].

Indio was also the site of an episode of Monster Garage[image: External link] in which a Ford Mustang[image: External link] convertible was converted into a lawn mower. Huell Howser[image: External link]'s state travel show California Gold[image: External link] stopped by "Old Town Indio" to report on the city's older dwellings had swamp coolers[image: External link] for permanent residents to stay cool in the summer.

In addition, Visiting. . . with Huell Howser came to the 1997 Indio International Tamale Festival (episode #529) where he spent time eating tamales and interviewing various vendors and visitors at the Festival. He returned to the festival the next couple of years to serve as a judge in the Best Tamale Contest.

The Jackie & Bender[image: External link] morning show's Harry Potter[image: External link] E! True Hollywood Story[image: External link] parody mentions Indio as the town that Harry Potter is arrested in during a Meth lab bust.

On October 11, 1991 Jimmy Swaggart[image: External link] was pulled over on Indio Blvd. Swaggart was with the company of a prostitute that admitted that Swaggart had propositioned for sex.[citation needed[image: External link]] There is a plaque marking the gas station location where Swaggart was arrested.

Indio was a location for film, The Beast with a Million Eyes[image: External link], starring Dona Cole and Chester Conklin.[45]

An episode of the animated The Rocky and Bullwinkle Show[image: External link] titled The Ruby Yacht of Omar Khayyam[image: External link] announces the upcoming second installment of the episode as Rimsky & Korsakov Go to Palm Springs, or Song of Indio.

Indio was mentioned 3 times on the Phil Hendrie Show[image: External link] radio comedy, once about the bus station, a car wash business and a grocery store that the host made jokes about his travels in the city.

ABC's Scoundrels[image: External link] is set in Indio and other Desert Cities' however, it is being filmed in Albuquerque, New Mexico[image: External link].

The Big 4 of thrash metal, Metallica, Slayer, Megadeth, and Anthrax played the first U.S. Big 4 show at the Empire Polo Grounds in Indio.

Comedian Peter Grosz[image: External link] mentioned Indio as the setting for his fictional story[46] in the May 14, 2016 "Bluff the Listener" section of the game show Wait Wait... Don't Tell Me![image: External link] on National Public Radio[image: External link].

"Indio" is the opening track on the 2012 album 'Coyote' by Matt Mays[image: External link]. It makes reference to "some of that old fashioned California sin".

"Indio" was the name chosen by Canadian folk singer Gordon Peterson's[image: External link] environmental project album, "Big Harvest" (1989), featuring the hit, (big) Hard Sun[image: External link], which was also covered by Pearl Jam's Eddie Vedder[image: External link]. The name "Indio" came to Peterson in the California desert when he was driving to Mexico, and Indio was the last town he traveled through before crossing the border.
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 Miscellaneous




The annual National Date Festival's main attraction is the nightly musical pageant Arabian Nights in an open-air amphitheater. After the National Date Festival, a "SuperFiesta del Sinaloa" follows to honor Indio's historic ties with the Mexican state of Sinaloa[image: External link], a large source of local immigration. A great amount of immigrants also come from the Mexican state of Michoacán[image: External link], especially from the municipalities of Jiquilpan[image: External link], Sahuayo[image: External link] and even from small communities such as La Lagunita and Paredones.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Landmark Golf Club opened in 1998 and had the Skins Game[image: External link] for four years. It is now known as Terra Lago and includes the residential community of Terra Lago[image: External link]. There are golf courses in Indio: such as the Plantation, Heritage Palms, Sun City Shadow Hills, Indian Springs and Indian Palms. The Indio (municipal) Golf Club is the second longest par-3 executive course in the USA, it is the only night lighted course in the Coachella Valley and is open until 10:00 PM.

It has two world-famous polo[image: External link] clubs: Empire and Eldorado on the city's southwestern end that hold annual polo and special events. The Prince of Wales[image: External link] and Sarah, Duchess of York[image: External link] were seen in the polo clubs.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The local electricity provider, Imperial Irrigation District[image: External link] rates are 30% less on their electric bills than neighbors to the west, under Southern California Edison[image: External link].

In 2001, Forbes[image: External link] magazine designated part of the Valley that included Indio west of Monroe Street (and nearby La Quinta, Bermuda Dunes[image: External link] and Indian Wells[image: External link], all the way to Gene Autry Trail in Palm Springs) as one of America's wealthiest areas.

In 1999, Larry Fortensky[image: External link], one of actress Elizabeth Taylor[image: External link]'s husbands, was arrested for drug possession near Indio. In the following year (2000), actor Robert Downey Jr.[image: External link] attended trial for drug possession (he was in Palm Springs) in the Larson Justice Center county court house with media coverage.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Sister cities





	
Mexicali[image: External link] – International Sister Cities program.



Also the city had a chamber of commerce relationship with the Mexican state of Sinaloa[image: External link].

Indio had city-to-city economic exchange programs with San Luis Rio Colorado, Sonora[image: External link], Mexico in the Sister Cities International (SCI) program. There are similar inter-city exchange agreements with Lynwood, California[image: External link]; Farmington, Minnesota[image: External link]; and American Fork, Utah[image: External link] in the U.S.[image: External link], and officials from the Vancouver 2010[image: External link] Winter Olympic Games visited the 2010 National Date Festival to promote the Vancouver, British Columbia[image: External link], Canada area.
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 See also
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David Wheeler (stage director)





David Findley Wheeler (c. 1925 – January 4, 2012) was an American theatrical director.[1][2] He was the founder and artistic director of the Theater Company of Boston (TCB)[3] from 1963 to 1975. He served as its artistic director until its closure in 1975. Actors including Al Pacino[image: External link], Robert DeNiro[image: External link], Dustin Hoffman[image: External link], Robert Duvall[image: External link], Jon Voight[image: External link], Stockard Channing[image: External link], James Woods[image: External link], Blythe Danner[image: External link], Larry Bryggman[image: External link], John Cazale[image: External link], Hector Elizondo[image: External link], Spalding Gray[image: External link], Paul Guilfoyle[image: External link], Ralph Waite[image: External link] and Paul Benedict[image: External link] were part of the company.[4][5][6]

Wheeler also taught directing and theatre at Harvard University, Boston University[image: External link], and Brandeis University[image: External link]. He was an Associate Artist at the American Repertory Theater[image: External link] from 1982 until his death in January 2012. Following his death, Pacino described him as "one of the lights of my life".[7]
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 Theatre
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 Broadway




Wheeler directed twice on Broadway, staging David Rabe's[image: External link] Vietnam play The Basic Training of Pavlo Hummel[image: External link] (1977), for which Al Pacino[image: External link] won a Tony Award[image: External link] and Drama Desk Award[image: External link] for Best Actor, and Shakespeare's[image: External link] Richard III[image: External link] (1979), also with Pacino.[8] Both productions originated at Theatre Company of Boston and were remounted on Broadway.
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 Theatre Company of Boston




In 1963, Wheeler founded the Theatre Company of Boston (TCB) with producer Naomi Thornton, and served as its Artistic Director until 1975.[9]

During the 1960s, TCB was one of only two resident theatre companies in Boston, along with the Charles Playhouse. While the Charles produced well-known classics by authors such as Tennessee Williams[image: External link] and Arthur Miller[image: External link], TCB produced adventurous new works by controversial playwrights such as Harold Pinter[image: External link], Samuel Beckett[image: External link], Sam Shepard[image: External link], Edward Albee[image: External link], Bertolt Brecht[image: External link], Ed Bullins[image: External link], Jeffrey Bush, John Hawkes[image: External link], and Adrienne Kennedy[image: External link]. During his tenure at TCB, Wheeler directed over 80 of these productions (among them ten by Pinter, seven by Brecht, five by Albee, nine by Beckett, two by O’Neill).[10]

Wheeler cast his plays out of Boston and New York, helping to launch the careers of then unknown young actors including Paul Benedict[image: External link], Hannah Brandon, Larry Bryggman[image: External link], John Cazale[image: External link], Stockard Channing[image: External link], Blythe Danner[image: External link], Robert De Niro[image: External link], Robert Duvall[image: External link], Hector Elizondo[image: External link], Spalding Gray[image: External link], Paul Guilfoyle[image: External link], Dustin Hoffman[image: External link], Al Pacino[image: External link], Jon Voight[image: External link], Ralph Waite[image: External link], and James Woods[image: External link].[10]
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 American Repertory Theater




Wheeler joined the American Repertory Theater[image: External link] (A.R.T.) in Cambridge, Massachusetts as Resident Director in 1984, where he directed over 20 productions, including Harold Pinter’s[image: External link] The Homecoming[image: External link] and The Caretaker[image: External link]; George Bernard Shaw's[image: External link] Man and Superman[image: External link], Heartbreak House[image: External link], Misalliance[image: External link], and The Doctor's Dilemma[image: External link]; Don DeLillo's[image: External link] Valparaiso[image: External link] (world premiere, with Will Patton[image: External link]) and The Day Room[image: External link]; Othello[image: External link], How I Learned to Drive[image: External link] starring Debra Winger[image: External link] and Arliss Howard[image: External link], Nobody Dies on Friday[image: External link], Waiting For Godot[image: External link] (1995), Picasso at the Lapin Agile[image: External link], What the Butler Saw[image: External link], True West[image: External link], Angel City[image: External link], Cannibal Masque, Gillette, Two by Korder: Fun and Nobody, and David Mamet's[image: External link] adaptation of Chekhov's[image: External link] Uncle Vanya[image: External link] (with Christopher Walken[image: External link] as Astrov and Lindsay Crouse[image: External link]).[10]

At the A.R.T., he directed Harold Pinter's[image: External link] No Man's Land[image: External link] in 2007,[11][12] starring Paul Benedict[image: External link] and Max Wright[image: External link],[13] which won Elliot Norton Awards for Wheeler for Best Director and for Max Wright as Best Actor.[14] No Man's Land[image: External link] was Wheeler's 14th Pinter production, which included the American premieres of The Dwarfs, A Slight Ache[image: External link], and The Room[image: External link].
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 Other regional theatres




Wheeler also directed at regional theatres including the Guthrie Theater[image: External link], Alley Theatre[image: External link], Paper Mill Playhouse[image: External link], Berkeley Repertory Theatre[image: External link], Arizona Theatre Company[image: External link], Pittsburgh Playhouse[image: External link], Wellfleet Harbor Actors Theater, Gloucester Stage, and the Théâtre Charles de Rochefort[image: External link] in Paris, where he directed the French premiere of Edward Albee’s[image: External link] The Zoo Story[image: External link].[10]

At Trinity Repertory Company[image: External link], Wheeler directed seventeen productions (from 1982–1993), including the world premiere of Tom Griffin's[image: External link] The Boys Next Door[image: External link] (later remounted at the A.R.T.[image: External link]), Hurlyburly[image: External link], Fool for Love[image: External link] (with Richard Jenkins[image: External link]), A Lie of the Mind[image: External link], Burn This[image: External link], and The House of Blue Leaves[image: External link].[15]
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 Good Will Hunting




Wheeler taught a theatre directing class at Harvard in which Matt Damon was a student. Damon brought in his friend Ben Affleck to perform scenes in class from a draft of what would become their 1997 film Good Will Hunting.[16] Wheeler appears in the end credits of the movie in the "Thanks to" section.[17] At a benefit in 2000 for the American Repertory Theater that Affleck, brother Casey Affleck and Damon attended – where all three performed scenes directed by Wheeler from playwrights David Mamet[image: External link], Steve Martin[image: External link] and Christopher Durang[image: External link]) – Affleck said "David is why we're here. He was our acting coach."[18]
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 Filmography





	Director




	
The Local Stigmatic[image: External link] ( 1990[image: External link]) (with Al Pacino[image: External link]) - released on DVD in 2008[19]





	Actor




	
The Little Sister ( 1984[image: External link]) as Falcone - directed by former Theater Company of Boston (TCB) actor and assistant Jan Egleson[20]
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 Awards and honors




Wheeler’s honors included:


	2008 Elliot Norton Award for Outstanding Director for No Man's Land[image: External link] at the A.R.T.[14]


	1998 Elliot Norton Award for Outstanding Production for Man and Superman[image: External link] at the A.R.T.[21]


	Boston Theatre Critics Association Elliot Norton Award for Sustained Excellence (1992)[22]


	St. Botolph Club Foundation's Distinguished Artist Award (Performing Arts) 1991[23]


	Boston Theatre Critics Award for True West[image: External link] at A.R.T. (1982)

	Rodgers and Hammerstein Award, for "Having Done the Most in the Boston Area for the American Theatre," voted by the Committee of Presidents of Colleges in the Greater Boston Area (1963)[10]
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Cambridge Rindge and Latin School






The Cambridge Rindge and Latin School, also known as CRLS or "Rindge," is a public high school[image: External link] in Cambridge, Massachusetts, United States. It is a part of the Cambridge Public School District[image: External link].

In 1977, two separate schools called the Rindge Technical School and Cambridge High and Latin School, merged to become what today is known as Cambridge Rindge and Latin School (CRLS).

The school is divided into groups called 'Learning Communities.' Currently, the Learning Communities are called C, R, L, and S.

Until June 2000, the subdivided schools were known as the Houses of Pilot, Fundamental, House A, Academy, Leadership, and the Rindge School of Technical Arts or RSTA. In 1990, RSTA became a "house" within the main CRLS school. The "Houses" then became "Small Schools" 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5.

The High School Extension Program, at the site of the old Longfellow School, just down Broadway, offers a nontraditional approach to the high school learning process, handling only 60–100 students at a time. In 2009 and 2010, the building became a temporary freshman academy to accommodate renovations.

CRLS is also noted for its diversity.[4]

Beginning in 2003, the City of Cambridge mobiized an ambitious plan to renovate the high school. The project was claimed to be "the first major renovation and refurbishing of the 35-year-old high school building."[5] The project continued to be pushed back, due to state funding[image: External link] issues and other obstructions along the way. In 2006, the state announced a return in funding, and by the Spring 2007 the School Committee started looking at wider ranging renovations for the building. The renovations were completed according to schedule, under way from 2009 to 2011.[6]
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 History




CRLS is actually several separate schools combined into a greater whole. In 1642, the year Harvard College[image: External link]'s first class of nine young men graduated, and the General Court made it the duty of Cambridge to require that parents and masters properly educate their children or be fined if they neglected to do so. (Girls, however, did not usually attend public schools until 1789, when Boston voted that "children of both sexes" should be taught in the reading and writing schools of their newly reorganized system.) In 1648, Cambridge set up a public grammar school, Master Elijah Corlett's "lattin schoole," making Cambridge the fifth town (after Boston, Charlestown, Dorchester, and Salem) in the Massachusetts Bay Colony[image: External link] to do so. Corlett's schoolhouse came into the possession of Old Cambridge in 1660, and over the next century was succeeded by several new buildings. The public school that evolved from Cortlett's original was a "grammar school" in a double sense: an English grammar school for Old Cambridge and a Latin grammar school (teaching the rudiments of Latin and Greek) for all Cambridge.[7] The school generally aimed to prepare students for admission to college:


	“And by the side of the colledge a faire GRAMMAR Schoole, for the training up of young Schollars, and fitting of them for ACADEMICALL LEARNING, that still as they are judged ripe, they may be received into the colledge of this Schoole. Master CORLETT is the Mr., who hath very well approved himselfe for his abilities, dexterity and painfulness in teaching and education of the youth under him.”[8]




By 1832, public schools in Cambridge were open to girls as well as boys. In 1838, Cambridgeport organized a public high school to serve all of Cambridge at the corner of Broadway and Windsor Streets. However, since the location was not easily accessible to either Old Cambridge or East Cambridge, most of the new high schools' students were drawn from Cambridgeport. In 1843, Old Cambridge set up the Female High School, and East Cambridge completed its Otis schoolhouse. Not until 1848 did plans to merge the high schools of the three competitive wards overcome sectional differences. This marked the origin of the Cambridge High School, which began in a new building erected at the corner of Amory and Summer streets and was immediately flooded with over 135 applicants.[7]

The Cambridge High School was divided in 1886: its classical department became the Cambridge Latin School and its remaining departments the Cambridge English High School. The English High School was located at the corner of Broadway and Fayette Streets, while the Latin School was transferred to the Lee Street church, which had been renovated to receive it. At the time of the separation, the high school contained 515 pupils, and 16 teachers. Six teachers and 165 pupils went to the Latin school.[7] In September 1888, the Cambridge Manual Training School for Boys (to become Rindge Tech), founded and maintained by Frederick Hastings Rindge[image: External link], was opened to the boys of the English High School. In 1892, the English High School moved into a commodious new building on Broadway; Rindge had presented the land to Cambridge at a cost of $230,000. The EHS's old building at Broadway and Fayette was remodeled, and the Latin School moved in. By 1896, the Latin School had grown so quickly that plans were underway for another new building (cost approx. $250,000) that would stand on land adjacent to the English High School building and the Public Library.

In 1977, Cambridge High & Latin and the Rindge School of Technical Arts and were merged into Cambridge Rindge and Latin, or CRLS. The old Cambridge High & Latin building was demolished in 1980, but the old granite lintel and doorway frame[9] have been put in place at the corner of Ellery Street and Broadway as a commemorative archway, leading into the grassy fields of Joan Lorentz Park.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 2001 there was an attempt to restructure the Cambridge Rindge & Latin school under headmaster Paula Evans, which had found controversy. She resigned shortly afterwards. After her resignation she began efforts to create a charter school, which became the Community Charter School of Cambridge[image: External link] (CCSC). Colleen Walsh of the Boston Globe[image: External link] said that Evans's charter school efforts "touched off a firestorm" and that "many people" were upset at her because they perceived that she had abandoned Cambridge Rindge & Latin.[10]

As of 2009, Cambridge Rindge and Latin remains one of the most diverse schools in the United States, with over 83 different countries represented within its halls.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Controversy




During the late 1980s and early 1990s, the school was subject to multiple accusations of inherent racism in its infrastructure, which led to the disbanding of the original houses, as well as the changing of the original school mascot from a bust of a Native American to a yellowjacket[image: External link], and eventually to the currently-used falcon[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 The Register Forum




Main article: Register Forum[image: External link]


The school's newspaper[image: External link], Register Forum, has the distinction of being the oldest continually published public high school newspaper in the country. The newspaper was first founded in 1891 as the C.M.T.S Register, the name was further changed to the Rindge Register, and in 1977, when the two public high schools in the city merged, their papers merged as well. The Cambridge Latin Forum merged with the Rindge Register to become The Register Forum. Since then, the paper has won numerous awards in high school journalism. The Register Forum[image: External link] now publishes 10 editions per year at the end of each month, September to June. Those editions range from 8 to 24 pages, and focus on events around the school. The paper is printed at The Harvard Crimson press.
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 Athletics




Athletics have always played a major part in the school's extracurricular activity structure, and most of the school's 30 teams have received some form of statewide recognition of excellence. The 11 fall and winter sports take place between September and Thanksgiving[image: External link] (the day of the football[image: External link] team's final game), and between the first Monday following Thanksgiving and February/March. The ten spring sports start on the third Monday in March, and finish in late May.

The teams are supported by the fundraising efforts of Friends of Cambridge Athletics (FOCA) who sell "Cambridge Athletics"-branded clothing to subsidize the teams.
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 Arts




CRLS is also known for its extensive and rigorous arts programs, with a particular emphasis on visual and performing arts. The school has programs in photography, graphic design, fine arts, pottery, a modern dance company, a jazz band and an orchestra. The school's drama department has won numerous awards and frequently competes in the yearly statewide drama festival[image: External link], having reached the finals level four times in the past five years. The technical theater department is frequently singled out for excellence.
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 Notable alumni






	
Ben Affleck (1990), actor, director, and screenwriter

	
Casey Affleck (1993), actor

	
Nate Albert[image: External link], musician Mighty Mighty Bosstones[image: External link], record executive

	
Leroy Anderson[image: External link], composer[11]


	
Orson Bean[image: External link], actor

	
Traci Bingham[image: External link], actress and model

	
Maxime Bôcher[image: External link] (1883), mathematician

	
Walter Brennan[image: External link], actor and three-time Academy Award winner

	
Max Casella[image: External link], actor, The Sopranos[image: External link] and Doogie Howser, M.D.[image: External link]


	
Peggy Cass[image: External link], actress and comedian

	
David Chu[image: External link], Hong Kong politician[12]


	
Jeremy Collins[image: External link], Winner, Sole Survivor of Survivor: Cambodia

	
Eric Cornell[image: External link], 2001 Nobel Prize in Physics[image: External link]


	
Bronson Crothers[image: External link], pediatric neurologist

	
E. E. Cummings[image: External link], poet

	
Matt Damon (1988), actor and screenwriter

	
Bill de Blasio[image: External link], the Mayor of New York City[image: External link]


	
Patrick Ewing[image: External link], NCAA Basketball[image: External link] Champion and current head coach of the Georgetown Hoyas[image: External link], legendary center[image: External link] for the New York Knicks[image: External link], and member of the Basketball Hall of Fame[image: External link]


	
Jessica Garretson Finch[image: External link] (1893), author, suffragette[image: External link], founding President of Finch College[image: External link].

	
Gina Grant[image: External link], known for gaining early admission[image: External link] to Harvard University, only to have it revoked when it was revealed that she had killed her mother

	
Vernon Grant[image: External link], cartoonist[image: External link]


	
Karl Hobbs[image: External link], former head coach of the George Washington University Colonials basketball team

	
Charles "Charlie" Jenkins[image: External link], Winner of two gold medals at the 1956 Summer Olympics in Melbourne, Australia

	
D. D. Kosambi[image: External link], mathematician, statistician, historian, and polymath[image: External link]


	Rev. Ashley Day Leavitt[image: External link], pastor, Harvard Congregational Church, Brookline, Massachusetts[image: External link]


	
Tom[image: External link] & Ray Magliozzi[image: External link], aka Click and Clack, the Tappet Brothers, hosts of NPR[image: External link]'s Car Talk[image: External link]


	
Paul F. O'Rourke[image: External link], public health advisor

	
Walter Pierce[image: External link], director of Celebrity Series of Boston[image: External link]


	
Rumeal Robinson[image: External link], NCAA Basketball Champion at Michigan[image: External link] and NBA[image: External link] player

	
Harold Russell[image: External link], World War II[image: External link] veteran and Academy Award winner

	
William Russell[image: External link], youngest person ever elected governor

	
Walter J. Sullivan[image: External link], Massachusetts politician[13]


	
John Thomas[image: External link], set several world records in the high jump. Winner of Bronze medal at 1960 Summer Olympics in Rome & Silver medal at 1964 Summer Olympics in Tokyo.

	
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev[image: External link], Boston Marathon bomber

	
Tamerlan Tsarnaev[image: External link], Boston Marathon bomber

	
Korczak Ziółkowski[image: External link], sculptor of the Crazy Horse Memorial[image: External link]
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	Cambridge Public School Department schools[image: External link]
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SAT






This article is about the college admission test in the United States. For the exams in England colloquially known as SATs, see National Curriculum assessment[image: External link].

For other uses, see SAT (disambiguation)[image: External link].



	SAT Test



	Type
	Paper-based standardized test



	Developer / administrator
	
College Board[image: External link], Educational Testing Service[image: External link].



	Knowledge / skills tested
	Writing, critical reading, mathematics.



	Purpose
	Admission to undergraduate programs of universities or colleges.



	Year started
	1926



	Duration
	3 to 4 hours



	Score / grade range
	200–800 (in 10-point increments) on each of two sections (total 400–1600).

Essay scored on scale of 0–24, in 1-point increments.



	Offered
	Seven times annually



	Countries / regions
	Worldwide



	Languages
	English[image: External link]



	Annual number of test takers
	Over 1.69 million high school graduates in the class of 2015[1]




	Prerequisites / eligibility criteria
	No official prerequisite. Intended for high school students. Fluency in English[image: External link] assumed.



	Fee
	
US$[image: External link]52.50 to US$101.50, depending on country.[2]




	Scores / grades used by
	Most universities and colleges offering undergraduate programs in the U.S.[image: External link]




	Website
	sat.collegeboard.org[image: External link]




The SAT (/,es eI 'ti: /[image: External link] es-ay- TEE[image: External link]) is a standardized test[image: External link] widely used for college admissions[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link]. Introduced in 1926, its name and scoring have changed several times; originally called the Scholastic Aptitude Test, it was later called the Scholastic Assessment Test, then the SAT I: Reasoning Test, then the SAT Reasoning Test, and now, simply the SAT.

The SAT is owned and published by the College Board[image: External link], a private, not-for-profit corporation[image: External link] in the United States. It is developed and administered on behalf of the College Board by the Educational Testing Service[image: External link].[3] The test is intended to assess students' readiness for college. The SAT was originally designed not to be aligned with high school curricula,[4] but several adjustments have been made for the version of the SAT introduced in 2016, and College Board president, David Coleman[image: External link], has said that he also wanted to make the test reflect more closely what students learned in high school.[5]

On March 5, 2014, the College Board announced that a redesigned version of the SAT would be administered for the first time in 2016.[6] The current SAT, introduced in 2016, takes three hours to finish, plus 50 minutes for the SAT with essay, and as of 2017 costs US$45 (US$57 with the optional essay), excluding late fees, with additional processing fees if the SAT is taken outside the United States.[7] Scores on the SAT range from 400 to 1600, combining test results from two 800-point sections: mathematics, and critical reading and writing. Taking the SAT, or its competitor, the ACT[image: External link], is required for freshman entry to many, but not all, universities in the United States.[8]
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The SAT is typically taken by high school[image: External link] juniors[image: External link] and seniors[image: External link].[9] The College Board states that the SAT measures literacy and writing skills that are needed for academic success in college[image: External link]. They state that the SAT assesses how well the test takers analyze and solve problems—skills they learned in school that they will need in college. However, the test is administered under a tight time limit (speeded) to help produce a range of scores.[10]

The College Board also states that use of the SAT in combination with high school grade point average (GPA) provides a better indicator of success in college than high school grades alone, as measured by college freshman GPA[image: External link]. Various studies conducted over the lifetime of the SAT show a statistically significant increase in correlation[image: External link] of high school grades and college freshman grades when the SAT is factored in.[11] A large independent validity study on the SAT's ability to predict college freshman GPA was performed by the University of California. The results of this study found how well various predictor variables could explain the variance in college freshman GPA. It found that independently high school GPA could explain 15.4% of the variance in college freshman GPA, SAT I (the SAT Math and Verbal sections) could explain 13.3% of the variance in college freshman GPA, and SAT II (also known as the SAT subject tests[image: External link]; in the UC's case specifically Writing, Mathematics IC or IIC, plus a third subject test of the student's choice) could explain 16% of the variance in college freshman GPA. When high school GPA and the SAT I were combined, they explained 20.8% of the variance in college freshman GPA. When high school GPA and the SAT II were combined, they explained 22.2% of the variance in college freshman GPA. When SAT I was added to the combination of high school GPA and SAT II, it added a .1 percentage point increase in explaining the variance in college freshman GPA for a total of 22.3%.[12]

There are substantial differences in funding, curricula, grading, and difficulty among U.S. secondary schools due to U.S. federalism[image: External link], local control, and the prevalence of private, distance, and home schooled[image: External link] students. SAT (and ACT[image: External link]) scores are intended to supplement the secondary school record and help admission officers put local data—such as course work, grades, and class rank—in a national perspective.[13] However, independent research has shown that high school GPA is better than the SAT at predicting college grades regardless of high school type or quality.[14]

Historically, the SAT was more widely used by students living in coastal states and the ACT was more widely used by students in the Midwest and South; in recent years, however, an increasing number of students on the East and West coasts have been taking the ACT.[15][16] Since 2007, all four-year colleges and universities in the United States that require a test as part of an application for admission will accept either the SAT or ACT, and hundreds of colleges and universities do not require any standardized test scores at all for admission.[17][18]
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 Structure




SAT consists of three major sections: Critical Reading[image: External link], Mathematics[image: External link], and Writing[image: External link]. Each section receives a score on the scale of 200–800. All scores are multiples of 10. Total scores are calculated by adding up scores of the three sections. Each major section is divided into three parts. There are 10 sub-sections, including an additional 25-minute experimental or "equating" section that may be in any of the three major sections. The experimental section is used to normalize[image: External link] questions for future administrations of the SAT and does not count toward the final score. The test contains 3 hours and 45 minutes of actual timed sections;[19] most administrations (after accounting for orientation, distribution of materials, completion of biographical sections, and fifteen minutes of timed breaks) run for about four and a half hours. The questions range from easy, medium, and hard depending on the scoring from the experimental sections. Easier questions typically appear closer to the beginning of the section while harder questions are toward the end in certain sections. This is not true for every section (the Critical Reading section is in chronological order) but it is the rule of thumb mainly for math, grammar, and the 19 sentence-completions in the reading sections.
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 Critical Reading




The Critical Reading section of the SAT is made up of one section with 52 questions, which should be completed in 65 minutes, with varying types of questions, including sentence completions and questions about short and long reading passages. Critical Reading sections normally begin with 5 to 8 sentence completion questions; the remainder of the questions are focused on the reading passages. Sentence completions generally test the student's vocabulary[image: External link] and understanding of sentence structure and organization by requiring the student to select one or two words that best complete a given sentence. The bulk of the Critical Reading section is made up of questions regarding reading passages, in which students read short excerpts on social sciences, humanities, physical sciences, or personal narratives and answer questions based on the passage. Certain sections contain passages asking the student to compare two related passages; generally, these consist of shorter reading passages. The number of questions about each passage is proportional to the length of the passage. Unlike in the Mathematics section, where questions go in the order of difficulty, questions in the Critical Reading section go in the order of the passage. Overall, question sets near the beginning of the section are easier, and question sets near the end of the section are harder.
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 Mathematics




The mathematics[image: External link] portion of the SAT is divided into two sections: Math Test – Calculator and Math Test – No Calculator. In total, the SAT math test is 80 minutes long and includes 58 questions: 45 multiple choice[image: External link] questions and 13 grid-in questions.[20] The multiple choice questions have four possible answers; the grid-in questions are free response and require the test taker to provide an answer.


	The Math Test – No Calculator section has 20 questions (15 multiple choice and 5 grid-in) and lasts 25 minutes.

	The Math Test – Calculator section has 38 questions (30 multiple choice and 8 grid-in) and lasts 55 minutes.



Several scores are provided to the test taker for the math test. A subscore (on a scale of 1 to 15) is reported for each of three categories of math content: "Heart of Algebra" (linear equations, systems of linear equations, and linear functions), "Problem Solving and Data Analysis" (statistics, modeling, and problem-solving skills), and "Passport to Advanced Math" (non-linear expressions, radicals, exponentials and other topics that form the basis of more advanced math). A test score for the math test is reported on a scale of 10 to 40, and a section score (equal to the test score multiplied by 20) is reported on a scale of 200 to 800. [21][22][23]
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 Calculator use




All scientific and most graphing calculators[image: External link], including Computer Algebra System[image: External link] (CAS) calculators, are permitted on the SAT Math – Calculator section only. All four-function calculators are allowed as well; however, these devices are not recommended. All mobile phone and smartphone calculators, calculators with typewriter-like ( QWERTY[image: External link]) keyboards, laptops and other portable computers, and calculators capable of accessing the Internet are not permitted.[24]

Research was conducted by the College Board to study the effect of calculator use on SAT I: Reasoning Test math scores. The study found that performance on the math section was associated[image: External link] with the extent of calculator use: those using calculators on about one third to one half of the items averaged higher scores than those using calculators more or less frequently. However, the effect was "more likely to have been the result of able students using calculators differently than less able students rather than calculator use per se."[25] There is some evidence to suggest that the frequent use of a calculator in school outside of the testing situation has a positive effect on test performance compared to those who do not use calculators in school.[26]
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 Writing




The writing part portion of the SAT, based on but not directly comparable to the old SAT II subject test in writing (which in turn was developed from the old Test of Standard Written English (TSWE), includes multiple choice questions and a brief essay. The essay subscore contributes about 28% to the total writing score, with the multiple choice questions contributing 70%. This section was implemented in March 2005 following complaints from colleges about the lack of uniform examples of a student's writing ability and critical thinking.

The multiple choice questions include error-identification questions, sentence-improvement questions, and paragraph-improvement questions. Error-identification and sentence-improvement questions test the student's knowledge of grammar, presenting an awkward or grammatically incorrect sentence; in the error identification section, the student must locate the word producing the source of the error or indicate that the sentence has no error, while the sentence improvement section requires the student to select an acceptable fix to the awkward sentence. The paragraph improvement questions test the student's understanding of logical organization of ideas, presenting a poorly written student essay and asking a series of questions as to what changes might be made to best improve it.

The essay section, which is always administered as the first section of the test, is 25 minutes long. All essays must be in response to a given prompt. The prompts are broad and often philosophical and are designed to be accessible to students regardless of their educational and social backgrounds. For instance, test takers may be asked to expand on such ideas as their opinion on the value of work in human life or whether technological change also carries negative consequences to those who benefit from it. No particular essay structure is required, and the College Board accepts examples "taken from [the student's] reading, studies, experience, or observations." Two trained readers assign each essay a score between 1 and 6, where a score of 0 is reserved for essays that are blank, off-topic, non-English, not written with a Number 2 pencil, or considered illegible after several attempts at reading. The scores are summed to produce a final score from 2 to 12 (or 0). If the two readers' scores differ by more than one point, then a senior third reader decides. The average time each reader/grader spends on each essay is less than 3 minutes.[27]

In March 2005, Les Perelman[image: External link] analyzed 15 scored sample essays contained in the College Board's ScoreWrite book along with 30 other training samples and found that in over 90% of cases, the essay's score could be predicted from simply counting the number of words in the essay.[27] Two years later, Perelman trained high school seniors to write essays that made little sense but contained infrequently used words such as "plethora" and "myriad". All of the students received scores of "10" or better, which placed the essays in the 92nd percentile or higher.[28]
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 Style of questions




Most of the questions on the SAT, except for the essay and the grid-in math responses, are multiple choice[image: External link]; all multiple-choice questions have four answer choices, one of which is correct. The questions of each section of the same type are generally ordered by difficulty. However, an important exception exists: Questions that follow the long and short reading passages are organized chronologically, rather than by difficulty. Ten of the questions in one of the math sub-sections are not multiple choice. They instead require the test taker to bubble in a number in a four-column grid.

The questions are weighted equally. For each correct answer, one raw point is added.[29] No points are deducted for incorrect answers. The final score is derived from the raw score; the precise conversion chart varies between test administrations.



	Section
	Average Score[1]
	Time (Minutes)
	Content



	Writing
	484
	35
	Grammar[image: External link], usage[image: External link], and diction[image: External link].



	Mathematics
	511
	60
	Number[image: External link] and operations[image: External link]; algebra[image: External link] and functions[image: External link]; geometry[image: External link]; statistics[image: External link], probability[image: External link], and data analysis[image: External link]



	Critical Reading
	495
	65
	Vocabulary[image: External link], Critical[image: External link] reading[image: External link], and sentence[image: External link]-level reading
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 Logistics




The SAT is offered four times a year in the United States; in October, December, March (or April, alternating) and May. The test is typically offered on the first Saturday of the month for the October, December, March (or April, alternating) and May administrations. In other countries, the SAT is offered on the same dates as in the United States except for the first spring test date (i.e., March or April), which is not offered. The test was taken by 1,698,521 high school graduates in the class of 2015.[1]

Candidates wishing to take the test may register online at the College Board's website, by mail, or by telephone, at least three weeks before the test date.

The SAT costs $45 ($57 with the optional essay), plus additional fees if testing outside the United States) as of 2017.[7] The College Board makes fee waivers available for low income students. Additional fees apply for late registration, standby testing, registration changes, scores by telephone, and extra score reports (beyond the four provided for free).

Candidates whose religious beliefs prevent them from taking the test on a Saturday may request to take the test on the following day, except for the October test date in which the Sunday test date is eight days after the main test offering. Such requests must be made at the time of registration and are subject to denial.

Students with verifiable disabilities, including physical and learning disabilities, are eligible to take the SAT with accommodations. The standard time increase for students requiring additional time due to learning disabilities or physical handicaps is time + 50%; time + 100% is also offered.
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 Raw scores, scaled scores, and percentiles




Students receive their online score reports approximately three weeks after test administration (six weeks for mailed, paper scores), with each section graded on a scale of 200–800 and two sub scores for the writing section: the essay score and the multiple choice sub score. In addition to their score, students receive their percentile[image: External link] (the percentage of other test takers with lower scores). The raw score, or the number of points gained from correct answers and lost from incorrect answers is also included.[30] Students may also receive, for an additional fee, the Question and Answer Service, which provides the student's answer, the correct answer to each question, and online resources explaining each question.

The corresponding percentile of each scaled score varies from test to test—for example, in 2003, a scaled score of 800 in both sections of the SAT Reasoning Test corresponded to a percentile of 99.9, while a scaled score of 800 in the SAT Physics Test corresponded to the 94th percentile. The differences in what scores mean with regard to percentiles are due to the content of the exam and the caliber of students choosing to take each exam. Subject Tests are subject to intensive study (often in the form of an AP[image: External link], which is relatively more difficult), and only those who know they will perform well tend to take these tests, creating a skewed distribution of scores.

The percentiles that various SAT scores for college-bound seniors correspond to are summarized in the following chart:[31][32]



	Percentile
	Score, 1600 Scale

(official, 2006)
	Score, 2400 Scale

(official, 2006)



	99.93/99.98*
	1600
	2400



	99+ **
	≥1540
	≥2280



	99
	≥1480
	≥2200



	98
	≥1450
	≥2140



	97
	≥1420
	≥2100



	93
	≥1340
	≥1990



	88
	≥1280
	≥1900



	81
	≥1220
	≥1800



	72
	≥1150
	≥1700



	61
	≥1090
	≥1600



	48
	≥1010
	≥1500



	36
	≥950
	≥1400



	24
	≥870
	≥1300



	15
	≥810
	≥1200



	8
	≥730
	≥1090



	4
	≥650
	≥990



	2
	≥590
	≥890



	* The percentile[image: External link] of the perfect score was 99.98 on the 2400 scale and 99.93 on the 1600 scale.



	** 99+ means better than 99.5 percent of test takers.




The older SAT (before 1995) had a very high ceiling. In any given year, only seven of the million test-takers scored above 1580. A score above 1580 was equivalent to the 99.9995 percentile.[33]

In 2015 the average score for the Class of 2015 was 1490 out of a maximum 2400. That was down 7 points from the previous class’s mark and was the lowest composite score of the past decade.[34]
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 SAT-ACT score comparisons




The College Board and ACT, Inc. conducted a joint study of students who took both the SAT and the ACT between September 2004 (for the ACT) or March 2005 (for the SAT) and June 2006. Tables were provided to concord scores for students taking the SAT after January 2005 and before March 2016. [35][36]

In May, 2016, the College Board released concordance tables to concord scores on the SAT used from March 2005 through January 2016 to the SAT used since March 2016, as well as tables to concord scores on the SAT used since March 2016 to the ACT.[37]
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 History






	Mean SAT Scores by year



	Year of

exam
	Reading

/Verbal

Score
	Math

Score



	1972
	530
	509



	1973
	523
	506



	1974
	521
	505



	1975
	512
	498



	1976
	509
	497



	1977
	507
	496



	1978
	507
	494



	1979
	505
	493



	1980
	502
	492



	1981
	502
	492



	1982
	504
	493



	1983
	503
	494



	1984
	504
	497



	1985
	509
	500



	1986
	509
	500



	1987
	507
	501



	1988
	505
	501



	1989
	504
	502



	1990
	500
	501



	1991
	499
	500



	1992
	500
	501



	1993
	500
	503



	1994
	499
	504



	1995
	504
	506



	1996
	505
	508



	1997
	505
	511



	1998
	505
	512



	1999
	505
	511



	2000
	505
	514



	2001
	506
	514



	2002
	504
	516



	2003
	507
	519



	2004
	508
	518



	2005
	508
	520



	2006
	503
	518



	2007
	502
	515



	2008
	502
	515



	2009
	501
	515



	2010
	501
	516



	2011
	497
	514



	2012
	496
	514



	2013
	496
	514



	2014
	497
	513



	2015
	495
	511



	2016
	494
	508




Many college entrance exams in the early 1900s were specific to each school and required candidates to travel to the school to take the tests. The College Board[image: External link], a consortium of colleges in the northeastern United States, was formed in 1900 to establish a nationally administered, uniform set of essay tests based on the curricula of the boarding schools that typically provided graduates to the colleges of the Ivy League[image: External link] and Seven Sisters[image: External link], among others.[39][40]

In the same time period, Lewis Terman[image: External link] and others began to promote the use of tests such as Alfred Binet[image: External link]'s in American schools. Terman in particular thought that such tests could identify an innate "intelligence quotient[image: External link]" (IQ) in a person. The results of an IQ test could then be used to find an elite group of students who would be given the chance to finish high school and go on to college.[39] By the mid-1920s, the increasing use of IQ tests, such as the Army Alpha test administered to recruits in World War I[image: External link], led the College Board to commission the development of the SAT. The commission, headed by Carl Brigham[image: External link], argued that the test predicted success in higher education by identifying candidates primarily on the basis of intellectual promise rather than on specific accomplishment in high school subjects.[40] In 1934, James Conant[image: External link] and Henry Chauncey[image: External link] used the SAT as a means to identify recipients for scholarships to Harvard University. Specifically, Conant wanted to find students, other than those from the traditional northeastern private schools, that could do well at Harvard. The success of the scholarship program and the advent of World War II[image: External link] led to the end of the College Board essay exams and to the SAT being used as the only admissions test for College Board member colleges.[39]

The SAT rose in prominence after World War II due to several factors. Machine-based scoring of multiple-choice tests taken by pencil had made it possible to rapidly process the exams.[41] The G.I. Bill[image: External link] produced an influx of millions of veterans into higher education.[41][42] The formation of the Educational Testing Service[image: External link] (ETS) also played a significant role in the expansion of the SAT beyond the roughly fifty colleges that made up the College Board at the time.[43] The ETS was formed in 1947 by the College Board, Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching[image: External link], and the American Council on Education[image: External link], to consolidate respectively the operations of the SAT, the GRE[image: External link], and the achievement tests developed by Ben Wood[image: External link] for use with Conant's scholarship exams.[41] The new organization was to be philosophically grounded in the concepts of open-minded, scientific research in testing with no doctrine to sell and with an eye toward public service.[44] The ETS was chartered after the death of Brigham, who had opposed the creation of such an entity. Brigham felt that the interests of a consolidated testing agency would be more aligned with sales or marketing than with research into the science of testing.[41] It has been argued that the interest of the ETS in expanding the SAT in order to support its operations aligned with the desire of public college and university faculties to have smaller, diversified, and more academic student bodies as a means to increase research activities.[39] In 1951, about 80,000 SAT tests were taken; in 1961, about 800,000; and by 1971, about 1.5 million SAT tests were being taken each year.[45]

A timeline of notable events in the history of the SAT follows.
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 1901 essay exams




On June 17, 1901, the first exams of the College Board[image: External link] were administered to 973 students across 67 locations in the United States, and two in Europe. Although those taking the test came from a variety of backgrounds, approximately one third were from New York[image: External link], New Jersey[image: External link], or Pennsylvania[image: External link]. The majority of those taking the test were from private schools, academies, or endowed schools. About 60% of those taking the test applied to Columbia University[image: External link]. The test contained sections on English, French[image: External link], German[image: External link], Latin[image: External link], Greek[image: External link], history, mathematics, chemistry[image: External link], and physics[image: External link]. The test was not multiple choice, but instead was evaluated based on essay responses as "excellent", "good", "doubtful", "poor" or "very poor".[46]
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 1926 test




The first administration of the SAT occurred on June 23, 1926, when it was known as the Scholastic Aptitude Test.[47][48] This test, prepared by a committee headed by Princeton psychologist Carl Campbell Brigham[image: External link], had sections of definitions[image: External link], arithmetic[image: External link], classification, artificial language, antonyms[image: External link], number series, analogies[image: External link], logical inference[image: External link], and paragraph reading. It was administered to over 8,000 students at over 300 test centers. Men composed 60% of the test-takers. Slightly over a quarter of males and females applied to Yale University[image: External link] and Smith College[image: External link].[48] The test was paced rather quickly, test-takers being given only a little over 90 minutes to answer 315 questions.[47]
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 1928 and 1929 tests




In 1928, the number of sections on the SAT was reduced to seven, and the time limit was increased to slightly under two hours. In 1929, the number of sections was again reduced, this time to six. These changes were designed in part to give test-takers more time per question. For these two years, all of the sections tested verbal ability: math was eliminated entirely from the SAT.[47]
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 1930 test and 1936 changes




In 1930 the SAT was first split into the verbal and math sections, a structure that would continue through 2004. The verbal section of the 1930 test covered a more narrow range of content than its predecessors, examining only antonyms, double definitions (somewhat similar to sentence completions), and paragraph reading. In 1936, analogies were re-added. Between 1936 and 1946, students had between 80 and 115 minutes to answer 250 verbal questions (over a third of which were on antonyms). The mathematics test introduced in 1930 contained 100 free response questions to be answered in 80 minutes, and focused primarily on speed. From 1936 to 1941, like the 1928 and 1929 tests, the mathematics section was eliminated entirely. When the mathematics portion of the test was re-added in 1942, it consisted of multiple choice questions.[47]
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 1941 and 1942 score scales




Until 1941, the scores on all SAT tests had been scaled to a mean[image: External link] of 500 with a standard deviation[image: External link] of 100. Although one test-taker could be compared to another for a given test date, comparisons from one year to another could not be made. For example, a score of 500 achieved on an SAT taken in one year could reflect a different ability level than a score of 500 achieved in another year. By 1940, it had become clear that setting the mean SAT score to 500 every year was unfair to those students who happened to take the SAT with a group of higher average ability.[49]

In order to make cross-year score comparisons possible, in April 1941 the SAT verbal section was scaled to a mean of 500, and a standard deviation of 100, and the June 1941 SAT verbal section was equated[image: External link] (linked) to the April 1941 test. All SAT verbal sections after 1941 were equated to previous tests so that the same scores on different SAT tests would be comparable. Similarly, in June 1942 the SAT math section was equated to the April 1942 math section, which itself was linked to the 1942 SAT verbal section, and all SAT math sections after 1942 would be equated to previous tests. From this point forward, SAT mean scores could change over time, depending on the average ability of the group taking the test compared to the roughly 10,600 students taking the SAT in April 1941. The 1941 and 1942 score scales would remain in use until 1995. [49] [50]
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 1946 test and associated changes




Paragraph reading was eliminated from the verbal portion of the SAT in 1946, and replaced with reading comprehension, and "double definition" questions were replaced with sentence completions. Between 1946 and 1957 students were given 90 to 100 minutes to complete 107 to 170 verbal questions. Starting in 1958 time limits became more stable, and for 17 years, until 1975, students had 75 minutes to answer 90 questions. In 1959 questions on data sufficiency were introduced to the mathematics section, and then replaced with quantitative comparisons in 1974. In 1974 both verbal and math sections were reduced from 75 minutes to 60 minutes each, with changes in test composition compensating for the decreased time.[47]
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 1960s and 1970s score declines




From 1926 to 1941, scores on the SAT were scaled to make 500 the mean score on each section. In 1941 and 1942, SAT scores were standardized via test equating[image: External link], and as a consequence, average verbal and math scores could vary from that time forward.[49] In 1952, mean verbal and math scores were 476 and 494, respectively, and scores were generally stable in the 1950s and early 1960s. However, starting in the mid-1960s and continuing until the early 1980s, SAT scores declined: the average verbal score dropped by about 50 points, and the average math score fell by about 30 points. By the late 1970s, only the upper third of test takers were doing as well as the upper half of those taking the SAT in 1963. From 1961 to 1977, the number of SAT tests taken per year doubled, suggesting that the decline could be explained by demographic[image: External link] changes in the group of students taking the SAT. Commissioned by the College Board, an independent study of the decline found that most (up to about 75%) of the test decline in the 1960s could be explained by compositional changes in the group of students taking the test; however, only about 25 percent of the 1970s decrease in test scores could similarly be explained.[51] Later analyses suggested that up to 40 percent of the 1970s decline in scores could be explained by demographic changes, leaving unknown at least some of the reasons for the decline.[52]
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 1994 changes




In early 1994, substantial changes were made to the SAT.[53] Antonyms were removed from the verbal section in order to make rote memorization of vocabulary less useful. Also, the fraction of verbal questions devoted to passage-based reading material was increased from about 30% to about 50%, and the passages were chosen to be more like typical college-level reading material, compared to previous SAT reading passages. The changes for increased emphasis on analytical reading were made in response to a 1990 report issued by a commission established by the College Board. The commission recommended that the SAT should, among other things, "approximate more closely the skills used in college and high school work".[47] A mandatory essay had been considered as well for the new version of the SAT; however, criticism from minority groups as well as a concomitant increase in the cost of the test necessary to grade the essay led the College Board to drop it from the planned changes.[54]

Major changes were also made to the SAT mathematics section at this time, due in part to the influence of suggestions made by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics[image: External link]. Test-takers were now permitted to use calculators on the math sections of the SAT. Also, for the first time since 1935, the SAT would now include some math questions that were not multiple choice, instead requiring students to supply the answers. Additionally, some of these "student-produced response" questions could have more than one correct answer. The tested mathematics content on the SAT was expanded to include concepts of slope[image: External link] of a line[image: External link], probability[image: External link], elementary statistics including median[image: External link] and mode[image: External link], and counting problems.[47]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1995 recentering (raising mean score back to 500)




By the early 1990s, average total SAT scores were around 900 (typically, 425 on the verbal and 475 on the math). The average scores on the 1994 modification of the SAT I were similar: 428 on the verbal and 482 on the math.[55] SAT scores for admitted applicants to highly selective colleges in the United States were typically much higher. For example, the score ranges of the middle 50% of admitted applicants to Princeton University[image: External link] in 1985 were 600 to 720 (verbal) and 660 to 750 (math).[56] Similarly, median scores on the modified 1994 SAT for freshmen entering Yale University[image: External link] in the fall of 1995 were 670 (verbal) and 720 (math).[57] For the majority of SAT test takers, however, verbal and math scores were below 500: In 1992, half of the college-bound seniors taking the SAT were scoring between 340 and 500 on the verbal section and between 380 and 560 on the math section, with corresponding median scores of 420 and 470, respectively.[58]

The drop in SAT verbal scores, in particular, meant that the usefulness of the SAT score scale (200 to 800) had become degraded. At the top end of the verbal scale, significant gaps were occurring between raw scores and uncorrected scaled scores: a perfect raw score no longer corresponded to an 800, and a single omission out of 85 questions could lead to a drop of 30 or 40 points in the scaled score. Corrections to scores above 700 had been necessary to reduce the size of the gaps and to make a perfect raw score result in an 800. At the other end of the scale, about 1.5 percent of test takers would have scored below 200 on the verbal section if that had not been the reported minimum score. Although the math score averages were closer to the center of the scale (500) than the verbal scores, the distribution of math scores was no longer well approximated by a normal distribution[image: External link]. These problems, among others, suggested that the original score scale and its reference group of about 10,000 students taking the SAT in 1941 needed to be replaced.[49]

Beginning with the test administered in April 1995, the SAT score scale was recentered to return the average math and verbal scores close to 500. Although only 25 students had received perfect scores of 1600 in all of 1994, 137 students taking the April test scored a 1600.[59] The new scale used a reference group of about one million seniors in the class of 1990: the scale was designed so that the SAT scores of this cohort[image: External link] would have a mean of 500 and a standard deviation of 110. Because the new scale would not be directly comparable to the old scale, scores awarded on April 1995 and later were officially reported with an "R" (for example, "560R") to reflect the change in scale, a practice that was continued until 2001.[49] Scores awarded before April 1995 may be compared to those on the recentered scale by using official College Board tables. For example, verbal and math scores of 500 received before 1995 correspond to scores of 580 and 520, respectively, on the 1995 scale.[60]
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 1995 re-centering controversy




Certain educational organizations viewed the SAT re-centering initiative as an attempt to stave off international embarrassment in regards to continuously declining test scores, even among top students. As evidence, it was presented that the number of pupils who scored above 600 on the verbal portion of the test had fallen from a peak of 112,530 in 1972 to 73,080 in 1993, a 36% backslide, despite the fact that the total number of test-takers had risen over 500,000.[61]
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 2002 changes – Score Choice




In October 2002, the College Board dropped the Score Choice Option for SAT-II exams. Under this option, scores were not released to colleges until the student saw and approved of the score.[62] The College Board has since decided to re-implement Score Choice in the spring of 2009. It is described as optional, and it is not clear if the reports sent will indicate whether or not this student has opted-in or not. A number of highly selective colleges and universities, including Yale[image: External link], the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link], and Stanford[image: External link], have announced they will require applicants to submit all scores. Stanford, however, only prohibits Score Choice for the traditional SAT.[63] Others, such as MIT[image: External link] and Harvard, have fully embraced Score Choice.
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 2005 changes, including a new 2400-point score




In 2005, the test was changed again, largely in response to criticism by the University of California system[image: External link].[64] Because of issues concerning ambiguous questions, especially analogies[image: External link], certain types of questions were eliminated (the analogies from the verbal and quantitative comparisons from the math section). The test was made marginally harder, as a corrective to the rising number of perfect scores. A new writing section, with an essay, based on the former SAT II Writing Subject Test, was added,[65] in part to increase the chances of closing the opening gap between the highest and midrange scores. Other factors included the desire to test the writing ability of each student; hence the essay. The essay section added an additional maximum 800 points to the score, which increased the new maximum score to 2400.[66] The "New SAT" was first offered on March 12, 2005, after the last administration of the "old" SAT in January 2005. The mathematics section was expanded to cover three years of high school mathematics. The verbal section's name was changed to the Critical Reading section.
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 Scoring problems of October 2005 tests




In March 2006, it was announced that a small percentage of the SATs taken in October 2005 had been scored incorrectly due to the test papers' being moist and not scanning properly, and that some students had received erroneous scores.[67] The College Board announced they would change the scores for the students who were given a lower score than they earned, but at this point many of those students had already applied to colleges using their original scores. The College Board decided not to change the scores for the students who were given a higher score than they earned. A lawsuit was filed in 2006 on behalf of the 4,411 students who received an incorrect score on the SAT.[68] The class-action suit was settled in August 2007 when the College Board and Pearson Educational Measurement[image: External link], the company that scored the SAT tests, announced they would pay $2.85 million into a settlement fund. Under the agreement each student could either elect to receive $275 or submit a claim for more money if he or she felt the damage was greater.[69] A similar scoring error occurred on a secondary school admission test in 2010-2011 when the ERB (Educational Records Bureau[image: External link]) announced after the admission process was over that an error had been made in the scoring of the tests of 2010 (17%) of the students who had taken the Independent School Entrance Examination[image: External link] for admission to private secondary schools for 2011. Commenting on the effect of the error on students' school applications in The New York Times, David Clune, President of the ERB stated "It is a lesson we all learn at some point—that life isn't fair."[70]
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 2008 changes




In late 2008, a new variable came into play. Previously, applicants to most colleges were required to submit all scores, with some colleges that embraced Score Choice retaining the option of allowing their applicants not to have to submit all scores. However, in 2008, an initiative to make Score Choice universal had begun, with some opposition from colleges desiring to maintain score report practices. While students theoretically now have the choice to submit their best score (in theory one could send any score one wishes to send) to the college of their choice, some colleges and universities, such as Cornell[image: External link], ask that students send all test scores.[71] This had led the College Board to display on their web site which colleges agree with or dislike Score Choice, with continued claims that students will still never have scores submitted against their will.[72] Regardless of whether a given college permits applicants to exercise Score Choice options, most colleges do not penalize students who report poor scores along with high ones; many universities, such as Columbia[citation needed[image: External link]] and Cornell,[citation needed[image: External link]] expressly promise to overlook those scores that may be undesirable to the student and/or to focus more on those scores that are most representative of the student's achievement and academic potential. College Board maintains a list of colleges and their respective score choice policies that is recent as of November 2011.[73]
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 2012 changes




Beginning in 2012, test takers are required to submit a current, recognizable photo during registration. Students are required to present their photo admission ticket – or another acceptable form of photo ID – for admittance to their designated test center. Student scores and registration information, including the photo provided, are made available to the student’s high school. In the event of an investigation involving the validity of a student’s test scores, their photo may be made available to institutions to which they have sent scores. Any college that is granted access to a student’s photo is first required to certify that they are all admitted students.[74]
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 2016 changes, including the return to a 1600-point score




On March 5, 2014, the College Board announced its plan to redesign the SAT in order to link the exam more closely to the work high school students encounter in the classroom.[6] The new exam was administered for the first time in spring 2016. Some of the major changes are: an emphasis on the use of evidence to support answers, a shift away from obscure vocabulary to words that students are more likely to encounter in college and career, a math section that is focused on fewer areas, a return to the 1600-point score scale, an optional essay, and the removal of penalty for wrong answers (rights-only scoring).[75] To combat the perceived advantage of costly test preparation[image: External link] courses, the College Board announced a new partnership with Khan Academy[image: External link] to offer free online practice problems and instructional videos.[6]
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 Name changes




The SAT has been renamed several times since its introduction in 1926. It was originally known as the Scholastic Aptitude Test.[19][47] In 1990, a commission set up by the College Board to review the proposed changes to the SAT program recommended that the meaning of the initialism[image: External link] SAT be changed to "Scholastic Assessment Test" because a "test that integrates measures of achievement as well as developed ability can no longer be accurately described as a test of aptitude".[76][77] In 1993, the College Board changed the name of the test to SAT I: Reasoning Test; at the same time, the name of the Achievement Tests[image: External link] was changed to SAT II: Subject Tests.[19] The Reasoning Test and Subject Tests were to be collectively known as the Scholastic Assessment Tests. According to the president of the College Board at the time, the name change was meant "to correct the impression among some people that the SAT measures something that is innate and impervious to change regardless of effort or instruction."[78] The new SAT debuted in March 1994, and was referred to as the Scholastic Assessment Test by major news organizations.[53][79] However, in 1997, the College Board announced that the SAT could not properly be called the Scholastic Assessment Test, and that the letters SAT did not stand for anything[image: External link].[80] In 2004, the Roman numeral in SAT I: Reasoning Test was dropped, making SAT Reasoning Test the new name of the SAT.[19]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
  Math–verbal achievement gap




Main article: Math–verbal achievement gap[image: External link]


In 2002, Richard Rothstein (education scholar and columnist) wrote in The New York Times that the U.S. math averages on the SAT and ACT continued their decade-long rise over national verbal averages on the tests.[81]
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 Reuse of old SAT exams




The College Board has been accused of completely reusing old SAT papers previously given in the United States.[82] The recycling of questions from previous exams has been exploited to allow for cheating on exams and impugned the validity of some students' test scores, according to college officials. Test preparation companies in Asia have been found to provide test questions to students within hours of a new SAT exam's administration.[83][84]
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 Perception
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 Association with culture




For decades many critics have accused designers of the verbal SAT of cultural bias as an explanation for the disparity in scores between poorer and wealthier test-takers.[85] A famous (and long past) example of this bias in the SAT I was the oarsman[image: External link]– regatta[image: External link] analogy question. The object of the question was to find the pair of terms that had the relationship most similar to the relationship between "runner" and "marathon". The correct answer was "oarsman" and "regatta". The choice of the correct answer was thought to have presupposed students' familiarity with rowing[image: External link], a sport popular with the wealthy. However, according to Murray and Herrnstein, the black-white gap is smaller in culture-loaded questions like this one than in questions that appear to be culturally neutral.[86] Analogy questions have since been replaced by short reading passages.
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 Association with family income




Parents with a higher income can afford to spend money on their child’s education if they are not satisfied with it, while families with a lower income cannot. Families that have a higher family income can purchase multiple prep books, more specifically the College Board one. They can also pay for tutors, prep classes, and other resources. These resources not only prepare the students for the knowledge required in the test, but also provide practice tests and sample problems that can be studied and possibly be seen on the real exam. Another source of this difference comes from the quality of schooling as family income increases. Those with higher income families, “tend to have better teachers, more resource-rich educational environments, more educated parents who can help them with school and, sometimes, expensive SAT tutoring.”[87] The quality of education the student receives greatly affect the success during the test because the school not only relates to the student’s knowledge but also many times correlates with the students study habits and motivation to succeed.[citation needed[image: External link]] As with racial bias, this correlation with income could also be due to the social class of the makers of the test, although empirical research suggests that poorer students actually perform worse on 'neutral' than such 'privileged' questions.[88]
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 Association with gender




The largest association with gender on the SAT is found in the math section where male students, on average, score higher than female students by approximately 30 points.[89] In 2013, the American College Testing Board released a report boys outperformed girls on the mathematics section of the test.[90]
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 Association with race and ethnicity




African American, Hispanic, and Native American students, on average, perform an order of one standard deviation lower on the SAT than white and Asian students.[91][92][93][94]

Researchers believe that the difference in scores is closely related to the overall achievement gap in American society between students of different racial groups. This gap may be explainable in part by the fact that students of disadvantaged racial groups tend to go to schools that provide lower educational quality. This view is supported by evidence that the black-white gap is higher in cities and neighborhoods that are more racially segregated.[95] It has also been suggested that stereotype threat[image: External link] has a significant effect on lowering achievement of minority students. For example, African Americans perform worse on a test when they are told that the test measures "verbal reasoning ability", than when no mention of the test subject is made.[96] Other research cites poorer minority proficiency in key coursework relevant to the SAT (English and math), as well as peer pressure against students who try to focus on their schoolwork ("acting white[image: External link]").[97] Cultural issues are also evident among black students in wealthier households, with high achieving parents. John Ogbu[image: External link], a Nigerian-American professor of anthropology, found that instead of looking to their parents as role models, black youth chose other models like rappers and did not put forth the effort to be a good student. However, they felt that racism was wrong.

[98]

One set of studies has reported differential item functioning - namely, some test questions function differently based on the racial group of the test taker, reflecting some kind of systematic difference in a groups ability to understand certain test questions or to acquire the knowledge required to answer them. In 2003 Freedle published data showing that Black students have had a slight advantage on the verbal questions that are labeled as difficult on the SAT, whereas white and Asian students tended to have a slight advantage on questions labeled as easy. Freedle argued that these findings suggest that "easy" test items use vocabulary that is easier to understand for white middle class students than for minorities, who often use a different language in the home environment, whereas the difficult items use complex language learned only through lectures and textbooks, giving both student groups equal opportunities to acquiring it.[99][100] [101] The study was severely criticized by the ETS board, but the findings were replicated in a subsequent study by Santelices and Wilson in 2010.[102][103]

There is no evidence that SAT scores systematically underestimate future performance of minority students. However, the predictive validity of the SAT has been shown to depend on the dominant ethnic and racial composition of the college.[104] Some studies have also shown that African American students under-perform in college relative to their white peers with the same SAT test scores; researchers have argued that this is likely because white students tend to benefit from social advantages outside of the educational environment (for example, high parental involvement in their education, inclusion in campus academic activities, positive bias from same-race teachers and peers) which result in better grades.[96]

Christopher Jencks[image: External link] concludes that as a group African Americans have been harmed by the introduction of standardized entrance exams such as the SAT. This, according to him, is not because the tests themselves are flawed, but because of labeling bias and selection bias; the tests measure the skills that African Americans are less likely to develop in their socialization, rather than the skills they are more likely to develop. Furthermore, standardized entrance exams are often labeled as tests of general ability, rather than of certain aspects of ability. Thus, a situation is produced in which African American ability is consistently underestimated within the education and workplace environments, contributing in turn to selection bias against them which exacerbates underachievement.[96]
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 Dropping SAT




A growing number of colleges have joined the SAT optional movement[image: External link]. These colleges do not require the SAT for admission.

One example of a college that did this is Drew University in New Jersey. After they adopted an optional SAT policy, they had a 20% increase in applications. Dean of Admissions Mary Beth Carey says that "Our own research showed us that high school grade point average is by far the most important predictor of success in college." The college reported that they accepted their most diverse class ever as a result of the policy.[105]

In a 2001 speech to the American Council on Education[image: External link], Richard C. Atkinson[image: External link], the president of the University of California[image: External link], urged dropping the SAT as a college admissions requirement:


Anyone involved in education should be concerned about how overemphasis on the SAT is distorting educational priorities and practices, how the test is perceived by many as unfair, and how it can have a devastating impact on the self-esteem and aspirations of young students. There is widespread agreement that overemphasis on the SAT harms American education.[106]



In response to threats by the University of California to drop the SAT as an admission requirement, the College Entrance Examination Board announced the restructuring of the SAT, to take effect in March 2005, as detailed above.

In the 1960s and 1970s there was a movement to drop achievement scores. After a period of time, the countries, states and provinces that reintroduced them agreed that academic standards had dropped, students had studied less, and had taken their studying less seriously. They reintroduced the tests after studies and research concluded that the high-stakes tests produced benefits that outweighed the costs.[107]
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 IQ studies




Frey and Detterman (2003) investigated associations of SAT scores with intelligence test scores. Using an estimate of general mental ability[image: External link], or g, based on the ASVAB[image: External link] test battery, which can be best thought of as representing crystallized intelligence[image: External link] (learned abilities), they found SAT scores to be highly correlated with g (r=.82 in their sample, .857 when adjusted for non-linearity) in their sample taken from a 1979 national probability survey. Additionally, they investigated the correlation between SAT results, using the revised and recentered form of the test, and scores on the Raven's Advanced Progressive Matrices[image: External link], a test of fluid intelligence[image: External link] (reasoning), this time using a non-random sample. They found that the correlation of SAT results with scores on the Raven's Advanced Progressive Matrices was .483. They estimated that this latter correlation would have been about 0.72 were it not for the restriction of ability range[image: External link] in the sample. They also noted that there appeared to be a ceiling effect[image: External link] on the Raven’s scores which may have suppressed the correlation.[108] Beaujean and colleagues (2006) have reached similar conclusions to those reached by Frey and Detterman.[109]
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 Preparation




SAT preparation[image: External link] is a highly lucrative field[110] and many companies and organizations offer test preparation in the form of books, classes, online courses, and tutoring. The test preparation industry began almost simultaneously with the introduction of university entrance exams in the U.S. and flourished from the start.[111]

The College Board[image: External link] maintains that the SAT is essentially uncoachable and research by the College Board and the National Association of College Admission Counseling suggests that tutoring courses result in an average increase of about 20 points on the math section and 10 points on the verbal section.[112] Other studies have shown significantly different results. A longitudinal study from Ohio State showed that taking private SAT prep classes correlated with scores higher by ~60 points.[113] A study from Oxford showed that coaching courses boosted scores by an average of 56 points.[111]

Montgomery and Lilly (2012) performed a systematic literature review[image: External link] of all published SAT coaching research in search of high quality studies (defined as those with randomized controlled trials[image: External link]). They found that the randomized treatments resulted in V/M gains of +23/32 points for a total of +56; the high quality study that showed the highest score increase was Johnson (1984; San Francisco) which was based on a 30-hour prep course that showed an average increase of 178 points. The Johnson San Francisco study was also the only high quality study found on a prep course of 30 hours or more in length, although validity[image: External link] of this outlier study is uncertain due to the attrition[image: External link] of half the participants.[111]
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 Use by high-IQ societies




Certain high IQ societies[image: External link], like Mensa[image: External link], the Prometheus Society[image: External link] and the Triple Nine Society[image: External link], use scores from certain years as one of their admission tests. For instance, the Triple Nine Society[image: External link] accepts scores of 1450 on tests taken before April 1995, and scores of at least 1520 on tests taken between April 1995 and February 2005.[114]

The SAT is sometimes given to students younger than 13 by organizations such as the Study of Mathematically Precocious Youth[image: External link], Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth, Duke TIP[image: External link], and other organizations who use the results to select, study and mentor students of exceptional ability.
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 Writing section




In 2005, MIT[image: External link] Writing Director Pavan Sreekireddy plotted essay length versus essay score on the new SAT from released essays and found a high correlation between them. After studying over 50 graded essays, he found that longer essays consistently produced higher scores. In fact, he argues that by simply gauging the length of an essay without reading it, the given score of an essay could likely be determined correctly over 90% of the time. He also discovered that several of these essays were full of factual errors; the College Board does not claim to grade for factual accuracy.

Perelman, along with the National Council of Teachers of English also criticized the 25-minute writing section of the test for damaging standards of writing teaching in the classroom. They say that writing teachers training their students for the SAT will not focus on revision, depth, accuracy, but will instead produce long, formulaic, and wordy pieces.[115] "You're getting teachers to train students to be bad writers", concluded Perelman.[116]
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 See also





	
ACT (test)[image: External link], a college entrance exam, competitor to the SAT
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University of Vermont






"UVM" redirects here. For other uses, see UVM (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The University of Vermont (UVM), officially The University of Vermont and State Agricultural College, is a public research university[image: External link] and, since 1862, the U.S. state[image: External link] of Vermont[image: External link]'s sole land-grant university[image: External link].[5] Founded in 1791, UVM is among the oldest universities in the United States[image: External link] and is the fifth institution of higher education established in the New England[image: External link] region of the U.S. northeast.[6] It is also listed as one of the original eight Public Ivy[image: External link] institutions in the United States.

The university is incorporated in the city of Burlington[image: External link]–Vermont's most populous municipality. The campus' Dudley H. Davis Center[image: External link] was the first student center in the country to receive a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design[image: External link] (LEED) Gold certification.[7] The largest hospital complex in Vermont, the University of Vermont Medical Center[image: External link], has its primary facility on the UVM campus and is affiliated with the Robert Larner College of Medicine[image: External link].
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 History




The University of Vermont was founded as a private university in 1791, the same year Vermont became the 14th state admitted to the U.S. The university enrolled its first students 10 years later. Its first president, the Rev. Daniel C. Sanders, was hired in 1800, and served as the sole faculty member for seven years. Instruction began in 1801, and the first class graduated in 1804. In 1865, the university merged with Vermont Agricultural College (chartered November 22, 1864, after the passage of the Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act[image: External link]), emerging as the University of Vermont and State Agricultural College. The University of Vermont draws 6.8% of its annual budget of about $600 million from the State of Vermont, and Vermont residents make up 35 percent of enrollment; 65 percent of students come from other U.S. states and countries outside the U.S.[8]

Much of the initial funding and planning for the university was undertaken by Ira Allen[image: External link], who is honored as UVM's founder. Allen donated a 50-acre (20 ha) parcel of land for the university's establishment. Most of this land has been maintained as the university's main green, upon which stands a statue of Allen.[5]

The citizens of Burlington helped fund the university's first edifice, and, when it was destroyed by fire in 1824, also paid for its replacement. This building came to be known as "Old Mill[image: External link]" for its resemblance to New England mills of the time. The Marquis de Lafayette[image: External link], a French general who became a commander in the American Revolution, toured all 24 U.S. states in 1824-1825[image: External link] and while in Vermont laid the cornerstone of Old Mill, which stands on University Row, along with Ira Allen Chapel[image: External link], Billings Library[image: External link], Williams Hall, Royall Tyler Theatre and Morrill Hall[image: External link]. A statue of Lafayette stands at the north end of the main green.[5]

The University of Vermont was the first American college or university with a charter declaring that the "rules, regulations, and by-laws shall not tend to give preference to any religious sect or denomination whatsoever."[5]

In 1871, UVM defied custom and admitted two women as students. Four years later, it was the first American university to admit women to full membership into the Phi Beta Kappa Society[image: External link], the country's oldest collegiate academic honor society. Likewise, in 1877, it initiated the first African American[image: External link] into the society.[5]

Justin Smith Morrill[image: External link], a U.S. Representative (1855-1867) and Senator (1867-1898) from Vermont, author of the Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act that created federal funding for establishing the U.S. Land-Grant colleges and universities, served as a trustee of the university from 1865 to 1898.

In 1924, the first radio broadcast in Vermont occurred from the college station, WCAX[image: External link], run by students then, now the call sign of a commercial television station.[9]

For 73 years, UVM held an annual "Kake Walk" where students wore blackface[image: External link].[10]
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 Academics




The University of Vermont comprises seven undergraduate schools, an honors college, a graduate college, and a college of medicine. The Honors College does not offer its own degrees; students in the Honors College concurrently enroll in one of the university's seven undergraduate colleges or schools.[11]

Bachelors, masters, and doctoral programs are offered through the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, the College of Arts and Sciences, the College of Education and Social Services, the College of Engineering and Mathematical Sciences, the College of Medicine, the College of Nursing and Health Sciences, the Graduate College, the School of Business Administration, and the Rubenstein School of Environment and Natural Resources[image: External link].
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 Rankings




UVM is ranked tied for 92nd in U.S. News & World Report[image: External link]'s 2017 national university rankings, and is ranked tied for 38th among public universities.[19]

In 2016, Forbes "America's Top Colleges" list ranks UVM 138th overall out of 660 private and public colleges and universities in America, and also ranks it 28th in the "Public Colleges" category and 64th among "Research Universities."[20]

The University of Vermont is ranked 40th on a list published by BusinessWeek.com of the top 50 U.S. colleges and universities whose bachelor's degree graduates earn the highest salaries.[21]
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 College of Arts and Sciences




The College of Arts and Sciences is the largest of UVM's schools and colleges and has the largest number of students, faculty and staff. The college also offers the bulk of the foundational courses that ensure that students all over campus have the tools to succeed in their more advanced and specialized academic endeavors. It offers 45 areas of study in the humanities, fine arts, social sciences, mathematics, natural and physical sciences.
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 Grossman School of Business Administration




UVM's Grossman School of Business Administration is accredited by the AACSB International and offers concentrations in accounting, entrepreneurship[image: External link], finance[image: External link], human resource management, international management, management and the environment, management information systems, marketing, and production and operations management.

The School of Business Administration also offers graduate programs, including a Sustainable Entrepreneurship Master of Business Administration[image: External link] and a Master of Accountancy[image: External link].[22]

The School was renamed the Grossman School of Business on Friday, October 2, 2015 in honor of a $20 million gift from alumnus Steven Grossman, the largest single gift in the university's history.[23]

In 2016, the Grossman School was ranked the No. 10 MBA program in the world for social and environmental impact by Corporate Knights[image: External link] Magazine.[24]
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 College of Engineering and Mathematical Sciences




CEMS is home to four ABET-accredited engineering programs - Civil, Environmental, Electrical and Mechanical as well as a new degree in Biomedical engineering in addition to the Department of Computer Science and the Department of Mathematics and Statistics. It also features and three research centers: the Transportation Research Center, the Complex Systems Center and the Vermont Advanced Computing Center.

The College has about 1250 undergraduate students, 200 graduate students and 85 faculty members.
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 College of Agriculture and Life Sciences




The College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS) offers programs in animal science (early admission to the Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine[image: External link] at Tufts University[image: External link] is available); biochemistry; biological science; community entrepreneurship; community and international development; dietetics, nutrition and food sciences; ecological agriculture; environmental science; environmental studies; microbiology; molecular genetics; plant biology; public communication; and sustainable landscape horticulture. The college is also home to the Center for Rural Studies.

The college also offers programs in conjunction with the college of arts and sciences. Students who choose these majors, such as Biological Sciences, can choose between either college.[25]

As a land grant college, UVM receives an annual grant under the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service[image: External link] to provide agricultural research services to the state of Vermont.
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 College of Education and Social Services




UVM's College of Education and Social Services offers teacher education, early childhood development and social work studies.

The College comprises the Department of Integrated Professional Services, Department of Education, Department of Social Work, and the Center on Disability and Community Inclusion. Studies leading to a master's degree or doctorate are offered.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 College of Medicine




Main article: Robert Larner College of Medicine[image: External link]


In 1804, John Pomeroy began teaching students in his house in Burlington, as the first medical[image: External link] department at a State College or University[image: External link]. In 1822, the College of Medicine[image: External link] was established as the seventh medical college[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link], founded by Pomeroy and the medical educator Nathan Smith[image: External link].

UVM enrolls approximately 100 medical students in each class; there are approximately 400 medical students total. The University of Vermont Medical Center is the primary clinical site of clinical education.

The College of Medicine currently ranks tied for 29th for overall quality in primary care[image: External link] training among the country's 89 programs ranked by U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] for 2016.[26]
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 Charles A. Dana Medical Library




The largest medical library[image: External link] in Vermont[image: External link], the Charles A. Dana Library is the Vermont Resource Library of the National Network of Libraries of Medicine[27] and serves the information needs of the Academic Health Center at the University of Vermont. The Academic Health Center is composed of the faculty, staff and students at UVM's College of Medicine and the College of Nursing and Health Sciences, as well as the physicians[image: External link] and other health care providers[image: External link] at the University of Vermont Medical Center. The library also meets the health sciences information needs of the university's undergraduate and graduate programs and is open to the residents of the state of Vermont with health sciences[image: External link] information questions.
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 College of Nursing and Health Sciences




The College of Nursing and Health Sciences at UVM comprises four departments: Nursing, the Medical Laboratory and Radiation Sciences, Communication Sciences and Disorders, and Rehabilitation and Movement. Students in the college major in Athletic Training, Exercise and Movement Science, medical laboratory science, nuclear medicine technology, nursing, or radiation therapy, or they prepare to enter a doctorate of physical therapy program. The College also utilizes clinical facilities at the UVM Medical Center (formerly known as Fletcher Allen Health Center).
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 Honors College




The Honors College sponsors opportunities for students to participate in co-curricular programs and extracurricular activities — special symposia, dinners with visiting scholars, trips to museums and theaters in Montreal and Boston.

Faculty are selected from throughout the university to participate in the Honors College as lecturers in a first-year ethics course and advanced seminars, participants in reading groups, speakers at the Plenary Lecture Series, and mentors to honors students conducting research.

Through a required ethics course, small seminars, informal gatherings, and special research projects, students work alongside scholars from a section of the university's academic disciplines in the humanities, the sciences, engineering, nursing, medicine, education, business and more.
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 Rubenstein School of Environment and Natural Resources




From its origins in the School of Natural Resources (originally established in 1973), the Rubenstein School of Environment and Natural Resources[image: External link] (RSENR) was created in 2003. The Rubenstein School of Environment and Natural Resources seeks to cultivate an appreciation and understanding of ecological and social processes and values aimed at maintaining the integrity of natural systems and achieving a sustainable human community in harmony with the natural environment. The Rubenstein School targets three general areas of emphasis for scholarly pursuit: 1. Applied Ecology; 2. Environment & Society; and 3. Development & Use of Innovative Tools (e.g. GIS, spatial analysis, and modeling).

The main building hosting RSENR is located at the George D. Aiken Center, which was renovated in 2012 and received a U.S. Green Building Council LEED Platinum[image: External link] certification.[28]

In 2007, the university won a $6.7 million grant to research the pollution problems of Lake Champlain[image: External link].[29]
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 Financial




Undergraduate tuition for the 2011–12 academic year was set by the university's board of trustees at $14,784 for Vermont residents; $34,424 for out-of-state residents, plus room and board (average: $9,708).[30][31]

The total operating budget for the University of Vermont is $601 million for 2012.[8]

In 2012, salaries for the highest paid department heads ranged from $151,246 to $195,000 annually.[32]
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 Athletics




Main article: Vermont Catamounts[image: External link]


See also: Vermont Catamounts men's ice hockey[image: External link], Vermont Catamounts men's basketball[image: External link], and Vermont Catamounts women's ice hockey[image: External link]


The athletic teams at UVM are known as the Catamounts[image: External link]. The university offers 18 varsity sports. Women's teams include basketball, cross-country, field hockey, ice hockey[image: External link], lacrosse, skiing, soccer, swimming and diving, and track and field (indoor and outdoor). Men's teams include basketball, cross-country, ice hockey, lacrosse, skiing, soccer, and track and field (indoor and outdoor). All teams compete at the NCAA[image: External link] Division[image: External link] I level. Most teams compete in the America East Conference[image: External link]. Men's and women's hockey teams compete in the Hockey East[image: External link] Association. The alpine and Nordic ski teams compete in the E.I.S.A. (Eastern Intercollegiate Ski Association).

UVM's athletic teams won seven straight America East Academic Cups (2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, and 2011) for the best overall combined GPA among its student-athletes. UVM is the first school in the America East Conference to win three straight years and four times overall.

Highlights of recent varsity athletic seasons include the men's hockey teams trip to the Frozen Four in 2009; the women's and men's basketball teams advancing to the 2010 NCAA Tournament following America East Tournament titles; the ski team winning its sixth NCAA National Championship in 2012 in Bozeman, MT; in 2014, the men's hockey team earned its third trip to the NCAA Tournament since 2009 and the men's basketball team won the America East Regular Season title for the sixth time. The university has discontinued several major sports programs in its history, including football, softball and baseball. The softball and baseball programs were eliminated in 2009.[33]

Thirty-six former UVM athletes have competed in 16 Olympic Games (13 winter, 3 summer) and combined have won six Olympic medals.[34] The UVM fight song was written in 1938 and is entitled "Vermont Victorious."[35]
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 Club sports




UVM sponsors many club sports teams. The UVM Sailing Team was competitively ranked 8th in the nation as of November 15, 2009.[36][37] UVM Crew competes in the Head of the Charles Regatta[image: External link] and Dad Vail Regatta[image: External link], winning Bronze for the Men's Coxed Four in the 2015 ACRA national club rowing championship. The Cycling Team competes against other collegiate varsity teams and has won multiple national titles.
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 Arts




UVM's Lane Performing Arts Series and Music Department sponsor instrumental and choral performances featuring national and international performers throughout the year. The Royall Tyler Theatre presents theater[image: External link] productions on its mainstage, often featuring Equity actors along with student talent. In addition to the Department of Theatre's three mainstage shows each year, a group of student-directed one acts, and The Toys Take Over Christmas, a holiday tradition in Burlington, are also performed. Past mainstage shows have included have been Godspell[image: External link] (2009); Compleat Female Stage Beauty (2008); The Miss Firecracker Contest, Found a Peanut, and La Ronde[image: External link] (2007); Ring Round the Moon[image: External link], The Underpants[image: External link], and Macbeth[image: External link] (2006); A Midsummer Night's Dream[image: External link], Beyond Therapy[image: External link], and Hair[image: External link] (2005); The Art of Dining[image: External link], Anouilh's Antigone[image: External link], and Rumors[image: External link] (2004); and Remember the Children: Terezin and Metamorphoses[image: External link] (2003).

The Robert Hull Fleming Museum[image: External link] is the university's museum[image: External link]. Its permanent collection includes a variety of works of art as well as anthropological[image: External link] and ethnographic[image: External link] artifacts. The Museum also features various visiting exhibits and special events.

The Vermont Mozart Festival[image: External link] developed at UVM and its first festivals were held at UVM. The festival was incorporated as an independent nonprofit organization[image: External link] in 1976 but retains ties to UVM.
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 Student life




Student clubs and organizations, totaling more than 100, span student interests and receive sponsorship from the Student Government Association. Clubs with longstanding history and the largest memberships include: Volunteers in Action, the UVM Outing Club, Ski & Snowboard Club. Hillel also has a strong presence on the UVM campus; it's estimated that around 2,000 UVM students are Jewish[image: External link], making up about 20% of the undergraduate student body.[38][39][40] UVM also is home to the oldest FeelGood chapter in the nation, started in 2006, with the chapter raising over $100,000 since its inception for the end of extreme poverty by 2030 through on-campus grilled cheese delis.[41]

In 2015, the university launched a wellness program called the Wellness Environment, or WE, a substance-free residential program that gives interested students a personal fitness and nutrition coach, has daily yoga and tai chi instruction, round-the-clock meditation sessions, and a mentorship program that pairs them with a Burlington youth.[42]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sustainability




The University of Vermont has a long history toward operational environmental sustainability on its campus. In 1995, the Environmental Council at UVM was established to fill a gap regarding a bridge between operations and academics on campus greening issues.[43] The first Council project was to hear presentations from the various environmental programs on campus to provide a baseline scan of campus operation environmental impact. Greening UVM was published in 1998 by the Council to establish a baseline on the environmental impact of the campus' operations. During the same year, a Recycled Paper Policy was created and was implemented in 1999.[44] As a community stakeholder in the Lab-XL project, the Environmental Council received an EPA grant to support the Tracking UVM project and publication to assess relative environmental impact and community interest in laboratory chemical waste. Tracking UVM,[45] a follow-up to the Greening UVM report, was published in 2002 and reported on the environmental progress of the university from 1990 to 2000. The University of Vermont's commitment to tracking its environmental performance was recognized in 2004 with Vermont's Governor's Award for Environmental Excellence for this 2002 environmental report card. Tracking UVM is one of the first report cards that track the environmental impact of campus operations in an institution of higher education.

In 2005, UVM's President Daniel M. Fogel signed the institution's Green Building Policy.[46][47] The Recycled Paper Policy was updated in 2006 after two students pushed for the university to commit to purchasing 100% post-consumer, chlorine-free paper for routine copying and printing.[48]

In 2007, President Fogel signs on to the American College and University Presidents' Climate Commitment.[49] The American College & University Presidents' Climate Commitment (ACUPCC) is a high-visibility effort to address global climate disruption undertaken by a network of colleges and universities that have made institutional commitments to eliminate net greenhouse gas emissions from specified campus operations, and to promote the research and educational efforts of higher education to equip society to re-stabilize the earth's climate. Its mission is to accelerate progress towards climate neutrality and sustainability by empowering the higher education sector to educate students, create solutions, and provide leadership-by-example for the rest of society.[50] In 2008, UVM dissolved the Environmental Council and established the Office of Sustainability.[51] The Office of Sustainability aims to foster sustainable development and promote environmental responsibility at the University of Vermont by strategically bridging the academic activities of teaching, research, and outreach with the operations of the university.[52] The sustainability office reports jointly to the Provost and to the Vice President for Finance & Administration, who supervises the director. There are two full-time staff and four Graduate Fellows, plus an Academic Advisor and a team of supporters.

In 2011, UVM released its Climate Action Plan[53] to the American College & University President's Climate Commitment. The climate action plan focuses on the direct and indirect greenhouse gas emissions from the institution's operations. The target dates for UVM's climate action plan are 2015 for 100% carbon neutral electricity (Scope 1)[54] and 2020 for carbon neutral heating, cooling, and fleet (Scope 2).[54] UVM aims to target the net zero emissions for its "Scope 3"[54] sources by 2025.

In 2012, UVM became one of the first institutions nationwide to end the sale of bottled water on campus and mandate that one-third of drinks offered in vending machines be healthy options.[55] During the same year, UVM's Board of Trustees passed a resolution to earmark $13 million for the fund, making it the largest challenge to date. Harvard's $12 million green loan fund[56] had been the largest. In March 2012, UVM became 5th school in the nation to sign the "Real Food Campus Commitment",[57] pledging to purchase 20% real food by 2020. In April 2017, UVM announced it had surpassed this goal and set a new goal to source 25% Real Food by 2020.[58]

The Certification for Sustainable Transportation[image: External link] (CST) was founded in 2012 to help improve economic, environmental, and energy efficiency within the passenger transportation sector. The CST is a direct outgrowth of work that began at the University of Vermont (UVM) in 2005 and now houses the eRating certification, driver trainings, and an array of awareness and education programs. It is a nonprofit operating out of UVM's Extensions office.[59]
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 The Lawrence Debate Union




The university's debate team,[60] which competes in both the American policy debate[image: External link] and British parliamentary debate[image: External link] formats, is one of the oldest organizations on campus, and receives funding from a private grant established in 1899. The Lawrence Debate Union has sent students abroad to promote cultural understanding. In 2007, students traveled to Slovenia[image: External link], Malaysia[image: External link], and Thailand[image: External link]. The school has also sent students to the World Universities Debating Championship[image: External link] held in Ireland[image: External link], Turkey[image: External link], Botswana[image: External link], Manila[image: External link], Berlin[image: External link], and Chennai[image: External link], breaking into elimination rounds in the 2011 World University Debating Championship[image: External link]. Debaters from the LDU have also regularly competed in tournaments hosted by Oxford University[image: External link] and Cambridge University[image: External link], and in 2013 won the title of the Budapest IV and Vienna IV in consecutive tournaments. Domestically, the LDU has also won the title for Northeast Universities Debating Sweepstakes champion for four consecutive years. The program is currently ranked seventh in the top schools for British Parliamentary debate in the world, and is the third ranked American university on the list, behind only Yale[image: External link] and Cornell. It encourages participation of all interested UVM students, and sponsors public debates at UVM and for the Burlington community.[61] The coach of the LDU, Dr. Alfred C. Snider[image: External link], was, before his death in late 2015, one of the most decorated debate coaches in the world and also coached the National Speech and Debate Organization's national high school debate team to compete in the world championships.[62]
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 Concerts




UVM Program Board (UPB) is responsible for bringing live musical entertainment to the UVM community. UPB features acts from across the country as well as local bands. UPB is composed of four committees, one of which is a concerts committee. The concerts committee learns about various aspects of the music industry by putting on shows and working with local sound and production professionals. Students are in charge of choosing and booking bands and are responsible for all production aspects on the day of show.

UPB was founded in 2007 as it adopted the Concert Bureau was (established in 1971) as one of its committees. Concerts Bureau and UVM Program Board have brought in artists such as R.E.M.[image: External link], Phish[image: External link] (whose members attended UVM in the 1980s), Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link], Sting[image: External link], Lou Reed[image: External link], Primus[image: External link], The String Cheese Incident[image: External link], James Brown[image: External link], Bob Dylan[image: External link], the Allman Brothers Band[image: External link], Death Cab for Cutie[image: External link], Jurassic 5[image: External link], the Disco Biscuits[image: External link], The Grateful Dead[image: External link], Guster[image: External link], and The Flaming Lips[image: External link].

Since 2001, the UVM Concert Bureau (which later transitioned into UVM Program Board), have organized an annual festival held in April known as SpringFest. SpringFest headliners have included Vida Blue[image: External link], The Roots[image: External link], Cake[image: External link], Keller Williams[image: External link], Gov't Mule[image: External link], co-headliners Robert Randolph & the Family Band[image: External link], Ziggy Marley[image: External link], and Talib Kweli[image: External link]. Other acts to perform at various SpringFests have included The Meditations[image: External link], Toots & the Maytals[image: External link], Soulive[image: External link], Rjd2[image: External link], Apollo Sunshine[image: External link], Ratatat[image: External link] in 2009, MSTRKRFT[image: External link] in 2010, The Roots[image: External link] and Thievery Corporation[image: External link] in 2011, Dillon Francis[image: External link] in 2012, MGMT[image: External link] in 2013, Atmosphere[image: External link] in 2014, and The Disco Biscuits[image: External link] in 2015.
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 Publications





	
The Vermont Cynic[image: External link], a weekly student newspaper[image: External link]


	
The Water Tower[image: External link], an alternative weekly student newspaper[image: External link]


	
UVM Today, news from UVM's University Communications Office

	
Vermont Quarterly, UVM's alumni magazine

	Proverbium: Yearbook of International Proverb Scholarship[image: External link]
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 Greek life




The University of Vermont Greek Community is one of the oldest in the nation with the first fraternal organization starting in 1836. The 5 pillar values of the University of Vermont Greek Community are citizenship, leadership, lifelong learning, friendship, and social justice. The University of Vermont values its Greek Community for their strong commitment to collaboration and relationship building. Over 8% of students at UVM join Greek Life organizations. Fraternity and sorority members are very involved on campus in roles including Student Government (SGA), Orientation Leaders, AdvoCats, and Residence Assistants.
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 Fraternities






	
Pi Kappa Alpha[image: External link][63]


	Delta Tau Delta[image: External link]

	Sigma Phi Society[image: External link]

	Alpha Gamma Rho[image: External link]

	Phi Gamma Delta[image: External link]

	Kappa Sigma[image: External link]

	Phi Mu Delta[image: External link]

	Acacia[image: External link]
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 Sororities






	Alpha Delta Pi[image: External link]

	Alpha Chi Omega[image: External link]

	Pi Beta Phi[image: External link]

	Delta Delta Delta[image: External link]

	Kappa Alpha Theta[image: External link]

	Kappa Delta[image: External link]
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 Honor societies






	Alpha Kappa Delta[image: External link]

	Alpha Omega Alpha[image: External link]

	Alpha Zeta[image: External link]

	Beta Beta Beta[image: External link]

	Beta Gamma Sigma[image: External link]

	Boulder Society

	Chi Epsilon[image: External link]

	Eta Sigma Phi[image: External link]

	Delta Sigma Rho

	Gamma Theta Upsilon[image: External link]

	Golden Key National Honor Society[image: External link]

	Kappa Delta Pi[image: External link]

	Lambda Alpha[image: External link]

	Mortar Board[image: External link]

	National Society for Collegiate Scholars

	Nu Delta Epsilon

	Omicron Nu

	Order of Omega[image: External link]

	Phi Alpha Theta[image: External link]

	Phi Beta Kappa Society[image: External link]

	Phi Eta Sigma[image: External link]

	Pi Sigma Alpha[image: External link]

	Rho Lambda

	Sigma Delta Pi[image: External link]

	Sigma Phi Alpha

	Sigma Pi Sigma[image: External link]

	Sigma Theta Tau[image: External link]

	Sigma Xi[image: External link]

	Tau Beta Pi[image: External link]

	Tower Society

	Upsilon Pi Epsilon[image: External link]






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Emergency services
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 UVM Rescue




The University of Vermont Rescue Squad is a state certified Advanced Life Support (ALS) ambulance. It is staffed and operated by University of Vermont students 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. The primary responsibility of UVM Rescue is to provide emergency medical response to the University of Vermont campus, UVM Medical Center Helipad, and the University Health Center (UHC). UVM Rescue is also the secondary ambulance for Burlington, South Burlington, Shelburne, Winooski, Richmond and other local communities as part of its mutual aid plan.[64] UVM Rescue also works in conjunction with three local helicopters: North Country Life Flight, Life Net of New York, and the Dartmouth Hitchcock Air Response Team (DHART). UVM Rescue aids UVM Medical Center by transporting the patients and flight crews from the UVMMC Helipad. UVM Rescue responds to over 1,300 requests for an ambulance each year. These requests range in severity from ill students, to life-threatening emergencies that include poisonings, multi-trauma, respiratory difficulties, and cardiac arrests. UVM Rescue is also a National Collegiate Emergency Medical Services Foundation[image: External link] member.
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 Development




The university has many expansions underway. Among them, a $100 million Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics or "STEM" complex. This complex will include over 250,000 square feet of new labs, classrooms, lecture halls, and offices for STEM disciplines. All construction is scheduled to be completed by 2018.[65][66][67]

Recent UVM projects include the 50,000 square-foot Vermont State Health Laboratory in Colchester[image: External link],[68] expansion of the Business School's Kalkin Hall,[69] and the completion of Jeffords[image: External link] Hall,[70] which is shared between the Department of Plant Biology and the Department of Plant and Soil Sciences.
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 Notable alumni and graduates






	

	
Trey Anastasio[image: External link], guitarist in the band Phish[image: External link]; did not graduate (transferred to Goddard College[image: External link]).[71]


	
Jack Arute[image: External link], ABC and ESPN sideline reporter.[72]


	
Consuelo Northrup Bailey[image: External link], first woman admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, serve as Speaker of the Vermont House[image: External link], and be elected a state Lieutenant Governor (1955–1959). Vice-chair of the Republican National Committee from 1952 to 1956.[73]


	
Guy W. Bailey[image: External link], Secretary of State of Vermont[image: External link] and President of the University of Vermont[74]


	
Donald H. Balch[image: External link], United States Air Force[image: External link] general.[75]


	
Jedediah Hyde Baxter[image: External link], son of Portus Baxter[image: External link] and Surgeon General of the United States Army[image: External link][76]


	
Dierks Bentley[image: External link], country music artist (attended UVM one year; graduated from Vanderbilt University[image: External link]).[77]


	
Frederick H. Billings[image: External link], Lawyer and financier. From 1879 to 1881 he was President of the Northern Pacific Railway.[78]


	
Mark Boone Junior[image: External link] aka Mark Heidrich, actor; best known for role as Bobby Munson on Sons of Anarchy and roles in Batman Begins and Memento.[79]


	
Frank M. Bryan[image: External link], Professor of Political Science

	
Daniel Burke[image: External link], former President of the American Broadcasting Company (ABC), engineered the $3.5 billion acquisition of ABC by Capital Cities[image: External link] in 1986.;[80] was the founder and original owner of the Portland Sea Dogs minor league baseball team.

	
Frederick M. "Skip" Burkle Jr[image: External link], Robert Larner College of Medicine[image: External link] (1965), humanitarian assistance[image: External link] & disaster response[image: External link] specialist

	
Sarah E. Buxton[image: External link], (2000), Member, Vermont House of Representatives[image: External link], former member, UVM Board of Trustees[81][82]


	
Pedro Albizu Campos[image: External link] (1912–1913), Puerto Rican[image: External link] political leader, orator, lawyer and humanist; was either President or Honorary President of the Puerto Rican Nationalist Party[image: External link] from 1930 until his death in 1965.

	
Matthew Choate[image: External link] 1992, Vermont state senator 2008-2010[83]


	
Barbara Cochran[image: External link], Class of 1978; alpine ski racer[image: External link], won the gold medal in the slalom in the 1972 Winter Olympics[image: External link].[84]


	
Ray Collins[image: External link], Class of 1909, Boston Red Sox[image: External link] pitcher[image: External link] (1909–15) and later coached[image: External link] for UVM. Started the first World Series game at Fenway Park[image: External link] in 1912. Indoor track facility named for him and Larry Gardner.[85]


	
Grace Coolidge[image: External link], First Lady of the United States 1923-1929.

	
Jedd Philo Clark Cottrill[image: External link], Class of 1852, Member, Wisconsin State Senate[image: External link].

	
United States Marine Corps[image: External link] Lieutenant General Lewis A. Craparotta[image: External link], Class of 1982

	
Major General[image: External link] Steven A. Cray[image: External link], Adjutant General of Vermont, March, 2013 to present.[86]


	
John Dewey[image: External link], Class of 1879, pragmatist philosopher and educator.[87]


	
Julius Yemans Dewey[image: External link], Physician, Founder of the National Life Insurance Company[image: External link]. Father of the only Admiral of the Navy in U.S. history, George Dewey[image: External link].[88]


	
Major General[image: External link] Thomas E. Drew[image: External link], Adjutant General of Vermont, August, 2012 to March 2013.[89]


	
Lieutenant Governor[image: External link] Brian Dubie[image: External link]; Vermont's 85th Lieutenant Governor, 2002–2010.[90]


	
Lieutenant General[image: External link] Michael Dubie[image: External link], former Deputy Commander of United States Northern Command[image: External link] and former Vermont Adjutant General.




	

	
Harold "Duke" Eaton, Jr.[image: External link], Justice of the Vermont Supreme Court[image: External link].[91]


	
David Franzoni[image: External link], screenwriter of Gladiator, winner of 2001 Academy Award for Best Picture


	
Larry Gardner[image: External link], Class of 1909; Major League third baseman[image: External link] for 17 years (1908–24) for the Boston Red Sox[image: External link], Philadelphia Athletics[image: External link] and Cleveland Indians[image: External link]. Played on four World Champions, and later coached[image: External link] and served as the athletic director at UVM. Indoor track facility named for him and Ray Collins.[92]


	
Mike Gordon[image: External link], bass player in the band Phish[image: External link]


	
Aaron H. Grout[image: External link], Vermont Secretary of State[image: External link][93]


	
Albert Gutterson[image: External link], Gold medal winner in long jump in 1912 Summer Olympics[image: External link]. Hockey facility, Gutterson Fieldhouse[image: External link] is named after him.[94]


	
Brian Halligan[image: External link], CEO and co-founder of HubSpot[image: External link] and author

	
Louisa Hodge[image: External link], Award winning Emmy Winner Meteorologist/Weather Anchor/General Assignment Reporter for KCBS-2/KCAL-9

	
H. H. Holmes[image: External link], American serial killer, dropped out after one year.

	
Abdul W. Haqiqi[image: External link], Afghan American[image: External link] economist.

	
Hollister Jackson[image: External link], Lieutenant Governor of Vermont[image: External link] who died in the Great Flood of 1927.[95]


	
Horatio Nelson Jackson[image: External link], Vermont physician who carried out the first coast-to-coast automobile trip in the United States and was a founder of the American Legion[image: External link].[96]


	
Mitzi Johnson[image: External link], Speaker of the Vermont House of Representatives[image: External link][97]


	
Billy Kidd[image: External link], alpine ski racer[image: External link], 1964 Olympic[image: External link] silver medalist, raced for UVM before joining the U.S. Ski Team[image: External link].

	
Amr Kashmiri[image: External link], Pakistani[image: External link] actor and musician.

	
Madeleine Kunin[image: External link], former Governor of Vermont; former U.S. Ambassador to Switzerland; former Deputy Secretary of Education, U.S. Dept. of Education[98]


	
Jack Lamabe[image: External link], Major League pitcher for several different teams over seven seasons including the 1967 World Champion St. Louis Cardinals[image: External link].[99]


	
John LeClair[image: External link], member of the 1992–93 Stanley Cup[image: External link] winning Montreal Canadiens[image: External link]. Has three 50 goals seasons in the NHL. Former member of the Philadelphia Flyers[image: External link] and Pittsburgh Penguins[image: External link].[100]


	
Rollie Massimino[image: External link], Class of 1956. Longtime college basketball coach who led the Villanova University[image: External link] Men's Basketball[image: External link] team to the 1985 NCAA Championship.

	
Kirk McCaskill[image: External link], Major League pitcher for the California Angels[image: External link] and Chicago White Sox[image: External link].[101]


	
Torrey Mitchell[image: External link], NHL center for the Buffalo Sabres[image: External link].[102]


	
James O'Halloran[image: External link], Canadian politician

	
John Eugene Osborne[image: External link], Third Governor of Wyoming and United States Representative from Wyoming[103]


	
Wayne H. Page[image: External link], Adjutant General[image: External link] of the Vermont National Guard[image: External link][104]


	
James Stevens Peck[image: External link], American Civil War[image: External link] officer who later served as Adjutant General[image: External link] of the Vermont National Guard[image: External link][105]


	
Henry Farnham Perkins[image: External link] (1877–1956) was an American zoologist[image: External link] and eugenicist[image: External link].




	

	
Éric Perrin[image: External link], an NHL[image: External link] forward for the Tampa Bay Lightning[image: External link] when they won the Stanley Cup[image: External link] in 2004.[106]


	
Susan Powers[image: External link], American folk artist.

	
Theodore Prentiss[image: External link], Member, Wisconsin State Assembly[image: External link]


	
E. Annie Proulx[image: External link], Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Shipping News[image: External link] and Brokeback Mountain.[107]


	
Henry Jarvis Raymond[image: External link], Co-Founder of the New York Times and Harper's New Monthly Magazine

	
Frederick M. Reed[image: External link], Vermont Attorney General[image: External link][108]


	
William F. Ruprecht[image: External link], President and CEO, Sotheby's[image: External link]


	
Ryen Russillo[image: External link], Co-host of the ESPN sports talk radio show 'SVP & Russillo', host of ESPN Radio's 'College Gameday.' [109]


	
Martin St. Louis[image: External link], three-time NCAA[image: External link] All-American winger. Four-time NHL All-Star and NHL[image: External link] Hart Trophy[image: External link] and Lady Byng Trophy[image: External link] winner. Won the Stanley Cup[image: External link] with the Tampa Bay Lightning[image: External link] in the 2003–04 Season.[110]


	
Phil Scott[image: External link], Governor of Vermont[image: External link].[111]


	
Jessica Seinfeld[image: External link], author and cook[112]


	
Patrick Sharp[image: External link], three-time Stanley Cup[image: External link] champion hockey player for the Chicago Blackhawks[image: External link]. Attended UVM but did not graduate;[113] 2014 gold medalist, 2011 NHL all-star, and current member of the Dallas Stars[image: External link].[114]


	
Gail Sheehy[image: External link], author

	
Kerr Smith[image: External link], actor best known for playing Jack McPhee on the television drama Dawson's Creek[image: External link].[115]


	
Viktor Stålberg[image: External link], winger for the Nashville Predators[image: External link]. 2009 NCAA All-American, 2013 Stanley Cup[image: External link] champion. Attended UVM but did not graduate.

	
Tim Thomas[image: External link], goaltender and two-time Vezina Trophy[image: External link] winner for the Boston Bruins[image: External link]. Won the Stanley Cup[image: External link] and Conn Smythe Trophy[image: External link] with the Bruins in the 2010–11 Season.[116]


	
Frank Trigilio[image: External link], American football player

	
George R. Vincent[image: External link], physician and Greenback Party[image: External link] politician in Wisconsin

	
Rupert von Trapp[image: External link], member of the Trapp Family Singers

	
Charles W. Waterman[image: External link], US Senator from Colorado[image: External link], donated funds for construction of UVM's Waterman Building, UVM trustee 1921-1925, presented honorary degree[image: External link] of LL.D.[image: External link] in 1922.[117]


	
William Almon Wheeler[image: External link], Vice-President of the United States, attended for two years (1837-1839), presented honorary degree[image: External link] of LL.D.[image: External link] in 1867, bachelor of arts[image: External link] (as in course) in 1876.[118]


	
Jody Williams[image: External link], Nobel Peace Prize Laureate for leading international action to ban land mines.[119]


	
Samuel Worcester[image: External link], missionary to the Cherokees in Georgia and later in Indian Territory[image: External link] during early 19th Century.[120]
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Ben Affleck Filmography






Ben Affleck is an American actor and filmmaker. His first screen appearance was at the age of eight in a minor part in the independent film The Dark End of the Street (1981).[1] He went on to appear in several television shows, including the PBS educational programs The Voyage of the Mimi (1984) and The Second Voyage of the Mimi (1988), and an episode of the ABC Afterschool Special[image: External link] in 1986.[2] Affleck played an antisemite[image: External link] in the sports film School Ties (1992) and featured as a regular on the television drama Against the Grain (1993).[3][4] He gained attention for playing the supporting part of a high-school senior in Richard Linklater's cult film Dazed and Confused (1993), after which he had his first leading role in Rich Wilkes[image: External link]'s comedy Glory Daze (1995).[4][5]

In 1997, he played a comics artist[image: External link] in Smith's art-house success Chasing Amy, and featured in and co-wrote the screenplay of the drama Good Will Hunting with Matt Damon; they won the Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay for it.[6][7] He next starred with Bruce Willis in Michael Bay's $554 million-grossing science fiction film Armageddon (1998), which proved to be his biggest commercial success to that point.[8][9] In 2000, Affleck formed a production company with Damon and Sean Bailey, named LivePlanet, which produced Project Greenlight (2001–05, 2015), a television series that provides training to first-time filmmakers.[10][11] He has served as the executive producer of several projects directed by the winners of the show.[11][12] Affleck played opposite Kate Beckinsale in Bay's war film Pearl Harbor (2001), which despite negative reviews was a box office hit.[13][14] His career subsequently went through a period of decline when he starred in a series of critical and commercial failures, including the superhero film Daredevil (2003), and the comedies Gigli (2003) and Surviving Christmas (2004).[15][16] He later made a comeback with the biographical film Hollywoodland (2006), in which his portrayal of the actor George Reeves earned him a Golden Globe nomination.[15][17]

In 2007, Affleck made his feature film directorial debut with Gone Baby Gone, a thriller based on the novel by Dennis Lehane, which was critically praised.[18][19] He went on to act in and direct two acclaimed features for Warner Bros.—the crime drama The Town (2010) and the thriller Argo (2012).[20] The latter, about the 1979 Iran hostage crisis in which he played the intelligence agent Tony Mendez[image: External link], won the Academy Award for Best Picture and Affleck won the Golden Globe and BAFTA for Best Director.[a][17][21][22] In 2014, Affleck played a man accused of murdering his wife in David Fincher's thriller Gone Girl.[23] Two years later, he starred as Batman in the superhero film Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice (2016) which grossed a worldwide total of over $873 million at the box office—his highest-grossing release, a role he will reprise in subsequent installments set in the DC Extended Universe.[9][24]
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	Denotes films that have not yet been released






	Film roles of Affleck



	Title
	Year[b]
	Role
	Director(s)
	Notes
	Ref.



	Dark End of the Street, TheThe Dark End of the Street
	1981
	Unknown
	Jan Egleson
	
	[25]

[26]



	School Ties
	1992
	Chesty Smith
	Robert Mandel[image: External link]
	
	[27]



	Buffy the Vampire Slayer
	1992
	Basketball Player 10
	Fran Rubel Kuzui[image: External link]
	Uncredited
	[28]



	I Killed My Lesbian Wife,

Hung Her on a Meat Hook,

and Now I Have a Three-Picture Deal at Disney
	1993
	None
	Himself
	Short film
	[29]



	Dazed and Confused
	1993
	Fred O'Bannion
	Richard Linklater
	
	[5]



	Mallrats
	1995
	Shannon Hamilton
	Kevin Smith
	
	[30]



	Glory Daze
	1996
	Jack Freeman
	Rich Wilkes[image: External link]
	
	[31]



	Chasing Amy
	1997
	Holden McNeil
	Kevin Smith
	
	[32]



	Going All the Way
	1997
	Gunner Casselman
	Mark Pellington[image: External link]
	
	[33]



	Good Will Hunting
	1997
	Chuckie Sullivan
	Gus Van Sant
	Also writer
	[34]



	Shakespeare in Love
	1998
	Ned Alleyn[image: External link]
	John Madden[image: External link]
	
	[35]



	Phantoms
	1998
	Sheriff Bryce Hammond
	Joe Chappelle[image: External link]
	
	[36]



	Armageddon
	1998
	A. J. Frost
	Michael Bay
	
	[37]



	Dogma
	1999
	Bartleby
	Kevin Smith
	
	[38]



	Forces of Nature
	1999
	Ben Holmes
	Bronwen Hughes[image: External link]
	
	[39]



	200 Cigarettes
	1999
	Bartender
	Risa Bramon Garcia
	
	[40]



	Bounce
	2000
	Buddy Amaral
	Don Roos[image: External link]
	
	[41]



	Reindeer Games
	2000
	Rudy Duncan
	John Frankenheimer
	
	[42]



	Boiler Room
	2000
	Jim Young
	Ben Younger[image: External link]
	
	[43]



	Joseph: King of Dreams
	2000
	Joseph[image: External link] (voice)
	Rob LaDuca &

Robert C. Ramirez
	Animated film
	[44]



	Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back
	2001
	Himself/Holden McNeil
	Kevin Smith
	Cameo appearance
	[45]



	Daddy and Them
	2001
	Lawrence Bowen
	Billy Bob Thornton[image: External link]
	
	[46]



	Pearl Harbor
	2001
	Rafe McCawley
	Michael Bay
	
	[47]



	Stolen Summer[image: External link]
	2002
	None
	Pete Jones
	Producer
	[48]



	Changing Lanes
	2002
	Gavin Banek
	Roger Michell
	
	[49]



	Sum of All Fears, TheThe Sum of All Fears
	2002
	Jack Ryan
	Phil Alden Robinson[image: External link]
	
	[50]



	The Third Wheel
	2002
	Michael
	Jordan Brady[image: External link]
	Also executive producer
	[51]



	Speakeasy[image: External link]
	2002
	None
	Brendan Murphy
	Executive producer
	[52]



	The Battle of Shaker Heights[image: External link]
	2003
	None
	Efram Potelle[image: External link] &

Kyle Rankin[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	[53]



	Daredevil
	2003
	Matt Murdock / Daredevil
	Mark Steven Johnson[image: External link]
	
	[54]



	Gigli
	2003
	Larry Gigli
	Martin Brest[image: External link]
	
	[55]



	Paycheck
	2003
	Michael Jennings
	John Woo[image: External link]
	
	[56]



	Surviving Christmas
	2004
	Drew Latham
	Mike Mitchell[image: External link]
	
	[57]



	Jersey Girl
	2004
	Ollie Trinke
	Kevin Smith
	
	[58]



	Elektra[image: External link]
	2005
	Matt Murdock / Daredevil
	Rob Bowman[image: External link]
	Director's cut only
	[59]



	Feast[image: External link]
	2005
	None
	John Gulager[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	[60]



	Man About Town
	2006
	Jack Giamoro
	Mike Binder[image: External link]
	
	[61]



	Clerks II
	2006
	Gawking Guy
	Kevin Smith
	
	[62]



	Hollywoodland
	2006
	George Reeves
	Allen Coulter[image: External link]
	
	[63]



	Smokin' Aces
	2006
	Jack Dupree
	Joe Carnahan[image: External link]
	
	[64]



	Gone Baby Gone
	2007
	None
	Himself
	Also writer
	[65]



	Gimme Shelter
	2008
	None
	Himself
	Documentary
	[66]



	He's Just Not That Into You
	2009
	Neil
	Ken Kwapis[image: External link]
	
	[67]



	State of Play
	2009
	Stephen Collins
	Kevin Macdonald[image: External link]
	
	[68]



	Extract
	2009
	Dean
	Mike Judge[image: External link]
	
	[69]



	Company Men, TheThe Company Men
	2010
	Bobby Walker
	John Wells[image: External link]
	
	[70]



	Town, TheThe Town
	2010
	Doug MacRay
	Himself
	Also writer
	[71]



	Argo
	2012
	Tony Mendez[image: External link]
	Himself
	Also producer
	[72]



	To the Wonder
	2013
	Neil
	Terrence Malick
	
	[73]



	Runner Runner
	2013
	Ivan Block
	Brad Furman[image: External link]
	
	[74]



	Gone Girl
	2014
	Nick Dunne
	David Fincher
	
	[75]



	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice
	2016
	Bruce Wayne / Batman
	Zack Snyder[image: External link]
	
	[76]



	Suicide Squad
	2016
	Bruce Wayne / Batman
	David Ayer[image: External link]
	Uncredited
	[77]



	The Accountant
	2016
	Christian Wolff
	Gavin O'Connor[image: External link]
	
	[78]

[79]



	Live by Night
	2016
	Joe Coughlin
	Himself
	Also writer and producer
	[80]



	Bending the Arc
	2017
	None
	Kief Davidson &

Pedro Kos
	Documentary;

executive producer
	[81]



	Justice League
	2017
	Bruce Wayne / Batman
	Zack Snyder[image: External link]
	Post-production;

also executive producer
	[82]
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	Key



	
	Denotes shows that have not yet been aired






	Television roles of Affleck



	Title
	Year
	Role
	Network
	Notes
	Ref.



	Voyage of the Mimi, TheThe Voyage of the Mimi
	1984
	C.T. Granville
	PBS
	6 episodes
	[83]



	ABC Afterschool Special[image: External link]
	1986
	Danny Coleman
	ABC
	Episode: "Wanted: The Perfect Guy"
	[84]



	Hands of a Stranger
	1987
	Billy Hearn
	CBS[image: External link]
	Television film
	[85]



	Second Voyage of the Mimi, TheThe Second Voyage of the Mimi
	1988
	C.T. Granville
	PBS
	12 episodes
	[86]



	Daddy
	1991
	Ben Watson
	NBC
	Television film
	[87]



	Torkelsons, TheThe Torkelsons[image: External link]
	1993
	Kevin Johnson
	NBC
	Episode: "Is That All There Is?"
	[88]



	Against the Grain
	1993
	Joe Willie Clemons
	NBC
	8 episodes
	[89]



	Lifestories: Families in Crisis
	1994
	Aaron Henry
	HBO[image: External link]
	Episode: "A Body to Die For: The Aaron Henry Story"
	[90]



	Saturday Night Live
	1999–2013
	Himself
	NBC
	7 episodes
	[2]



	Project Greenlight
	2001–05,

2015
	Himself
	HBO
	Executive producer
	[11]

[91]



	Push, Nevada
	2002
	None
	ABC
	Executive producer and writer
	[92]



	Reporter[image: External link]
	2009
	None
	HBO
	Documentary;

executive producer
	[93]



	Curb Your Enthusiasm[image: External link]
	2009
	Customer
	HBO
	Episode: "Officer Krupke"
	[94]



	The Leisure Class[image: External link]
	2015
	None
	HBO
	Television film;

executive producer
	[95]



	The Runner[image: External link]
	2016
	None
	go90[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	[96]



	Incorporated[image: External link]
	2016
	None
	Syfy[image: External link]
	Executive producer
	[97]
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	List of awards and nominations received by Ben Affleck
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 Footnotes






	
^ Affleck did not receive a nomination for Best Director at the 85th Academy Awards[image: External link], although Argo was nominated for, and won, Best Picture.[21]


	
^ Refers to the film's earliest release
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American Broadcasting Company






The American Broadcasting Company (ABC) is an American English language[image: External link] commercial broadcast[image: External link] television network[image: External link] that is owned by the Disney–ABC Television Group[image: External link], a subsidiary of the Disney Media Networks[image: External link] division of The Walt Disney Company. The network is headquartered on Columbus Avenue[image: External link] and West 66th Street[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link]. There are additional major offices and production facilities elsewhere in New York City, as well as in Los Angeles[image: External link] and Burbank, California[image: External link].

Since 2007, when ABC Radio[image: External link] (also known as Cumulus Media Networks) was sold to Citadel Broadcasting[image: External link], ABC has reduced its broadcasting operations almost exclusively to television. The fifth-oldest major broadcasting network in the world and the youngest of the Big Three television networks[image: External link], ABC is often nicknamed as "The Alphabet Network", as its initialism[image: External link] also represents the first three letters of the English alphabet[image: External link], in order.

ABC originally launched on October 12, 1943, as a radio network[image: External link], separated from and serving as the successor to the NBC Blue Network[image: External link], which had been purchased by Edward J. Noble[image: External link]. It extended its operations to television in 1948, following in the footsteps of established broadcast networks CBS[image: External link] and NBC. In the mid-1950s, ABC merged with United Paramount Theatres[image: External link], a chain of movie theaters that formerly operated as a subsidiary of Paramount Pictures[image: External link]. Leonard Goldenson[image: External link], who had been the head of UPT, made the new television network profitable by helping develop and greenlight many successful series. In the 1980s, after purchasing an 80% interest in cable sports channel ESPN[image: External link], the network's corporate parent, American Broadcasting Companies, Inc., merged with Capital Cities Communications[image: External link], owner of several print publications, and television and radio stations. In 1996, most of Capital Cities/ABC's assets were purchased by The Walt Disney Company.

The television network has eight owned-and-operated[image: External link] and over 232 affiliated[image: External link] television stations throughout the United States and its territories. Most Canadians[image: External link] have access to at least one U.S.-based ABC affiliate, either over-the-air (in areas located within proximity to the Canada–United States border[image: External link]) or through a cable[image: External link], satellite[image: External link] or IPTV[image: External link] provider, although most ABC programs are subject to simultaneous substitution[image: External link] regulations imposed by the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission[image: External link] that allow pay television providers to replace an American station's signal with the feed of a Canadian broadcaster to protect domestic programming rights and advertising revenue. ABC News provides news and features content for select radio stations owned by Citadel Broadcasting[image: External link], which purchased the ABC Radio properties in 2007.
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 Blue Network (1927–1945)




Main article: Blue Network[image: External link]


In the 1930s, radio in the United States was dominated by three companies: the Columbia Broadcasting System[image: External link] (CBS), the Mutual Broadcasting System[image: External link] and the National Broadcasting Company (NBC). The last was owned by electronics manufacturer Radio Corporation of America[image: External link] (RCA), which owned two radio networks that each ran different varieties of programming, NBC Blue[image: External link] and NBC Red[image: External link]. The NBC Blue Network was created in 1927 for the primary purpose of testing new programs on markets of lesser importance than those served by NBC Red, which served the major cities,[3] and to test drama series.[4]

In 1934, Mutual filed a complaint with the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC) regarding its difficulties in establishing new stations, in a radio market that was already being saturated by NBC and CBS.[4] In 1938, the FCC began a series of investigations into the practices of radio networks[4] and published its report on the broadcasting of network radio programs in 1940. The report recommended that RCA give up control of either NBC Red or NBC Blue.[3] At that time, the NBC Red Network was the principal radio network in the United States and, according to the FCC, RCA was using NBC Blue to eliminate any hint of competition. Having no power over the networks themselves, the FCC established a regulation forbidding licenses to be issued for radio stations if they were affiliated with a network which already owned multiple networks[3] that provided content of public interest.[4]

Once Mutual's appeals against the FCC were rejected, RCA decided to sell NBC Blue in 1941, and gave the mandate to do so to Mark Woods.[5] RCA converted the NBC Blue Network into an independent subsidiary, formally divorcing the operations of NBC Red and NBC Blue on January 8, 1942,[4][6] with the Blue Network being referred to on-air as either "Blue" or "Blue Network".[7] The newly separated NBC Red and NBC Blue divided their respective corporate assets. Between 1942 and 1943, Woods offered to sell the entire NBC Blue Network,[8][9] a package that included leases on landlines, three pending television licenses (WJZ-TV in New York City[image: External link], KGO-TV[image: External link] in San Francisco[image: External link] and WENR-TV[image: External link] in Chicago[image: External link]), 60 affiliates, four operations facilities (in New York City, Chicago, Los Angeles and Washington D.C.), contracts with actors, and the brand associated with the Blue Network. Investment firm Dillon, Read & Co.[image: External link] (which was later acquired by the Swiss Bank Corporation[image: External link] in 1997) offered $7.5 million to purchase the network, but the offer was rejected by Woods and RCA president David Sarnoff[image: External link].[8]

Edward John Noble[image: External link], the owner of Life Savers[image: External link] candy, drugstore chain Rexall[image: External link] and New York City radio station WMCA[image: External link], purchased the network for $8 million.[3][4] Due to FCC ownership rules, the transaction, which was to include the purchase of three RCA stations by Noble, would require him to resell his station with the FCC's approval.[8] The Commission authorized the transaction on October 12, 1943.[5][10] Soon afterward, the Blue Network was purchased by the new company Noble founded, the American Broadcasting System.[4] Noble subsequently acquired the rights to the "American Broadcasting Company" name from George B. Storer[image: External link] in 1944; its parent company adopted the corporate name American Broadcasting Companies, Inc.[4][8] Woods retained his position as president and CEO of ABC until December 1949, and was subsequently promoted to vice-chairman of the board before leaving ABC altogether on June 30, 1951.[11]

Meanwhile, in August 1944, the West Coast division of the Blue Network, which owned San Francisco[image: External link] radio station KGO[image: External link], bought Los Angeles[image: External link] station KECA from Earle C. Anthony[image: External link] for $800,000.[12] Both stations were then managed by Don Searle, the vice-president of the Blue Network's West Coast division.[13]
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 Entry into television (1945–1949)




The ABC Radio Network created its audience slowly. The network's acquisition of Detroit[image: External link] radio station WXYZ[image: External link] from KingTrendle Broadcasting in 1946 for a little less than $3 million (and which remained under ABC ownership until 1984),[14] allowed it to acquire several radio serials, including The Lone Ranger[image: External link], Sergeant Preston[image: External link], and The Green Hornet[image: External link], which had originated on that station.[15]

ABC became an aggressive competitor to NBC and CBS when, continuing NBC Blue's traditions of public service, it aired symphony performances conducted by Paul Whiteman[image: External link],[4] performances from the Metropolitan Opera[image: External link], and jazz concerts aired as part of its broadcast of The Chamber Music Society of Lower Basin Street[image: External link] announced by Milton Cross[image: External link].[16] The network also became known for such suspenseful dramas as Sherlock Holmes, Gang Busters[image: External link] and Counterspy[image: External link], as well as several mid-afternoon youth-oriented programs.[16] However, ABC made a name for itself by utilizing the practice of counterprogramming[image: External link], with which it often placed shows of its own against the offerings of NBC and CBS, adopting the use of the Magnetophon[image: External link] tape recorder, brought to the U.S. from Nazi Germany[image: External link] after its conquest, to pre-record its programming.[15] With the help of the Magnetophon, ABC was able to provide its stars with greater freedom in terms of time, and also attract several big names, such as Bing Crosby[image: External link][15] at a time when NBC and CBS did not allow pre-taped shows.

While its radio network was undergoing reconstruction, ABC found it difficult to avoid falling behind on the new medium of television[image: External link].[17] To ensure a space, in 1947, ABC submitted five applications for television station licenses, one for each market where it owned and operated a radio station (New York City, Los Angeles, Chicago, San Francisco and Detroit).[18] These applications all requested for the stations to broadcast on VHF[image: External link] channel 7[image: External link], as Frank Marx[image: External link], then ABC's vice-president of engineering, thought that the low-band VHF frequencies (corresponding to channels 2 through 6) would be requisitioned from broadcasting use and reallocated for the U.S. Army[image: External link].[18]

The ABC television network made its debut on April 19, 1948, with WFIL-TV in Philadelphia[image: External link] (now WPVI-TV[image: External link]) becoming its first primary affiliate.[19] The first program ever broadcast on the network was On the Corner, featuring satirist Henry Morgan[image: External link]. Other stations carrying the initial broadcast were WMAR-TV[image: External link] in Baltimore[image: External link], WMAL-TV[image: External link] in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and WABD[image: External link], the DuMont station in New York City, since ABC's New York station had yet to sign on.[20]

The network's flagship owned-and-operated station, WJZ-TV in New York City (later re-called WABC-TV[image: External link]), signed on the air on August 10, 1948,[19] with its first broadcast running for two hours that evening.[21] ABC's other owned-and-operated stations launched over the course of the next 13 months:[19] WENR-TV in Chicago signed on the air on September 17,[22] while WXYZ-TV[image: External link] in Detroit went on the air on October 9, 1948.[23] In October 1948, as a result of an influx of television station license applications that it had issued as well as a study it undertook on the use of the VHF spectrum for broadcasting purposes, the FCC implemented a freeze on new station applications[image: External link].[24] However, KGO-TV in San Francisco, which had received its license prior to the freeze, made its debut on May 5, 1949.[25][26] On May 7, 1949, Billboard revealed that ABC had proposed an investment of $6.25 million, of which it would spend $2.5 million to convert 20 acres (80,937 m2) of land in Hollywood[image: External link] into what would become The Prospect Studios[image: External link], and construct a transmitter on Mount Wilson[image: External link], in anticipation of the launch of KECA-TV[image: External link], which was scheduled to begin operations on August 1[27] (but would not actually sign on until September 16).[28][29]

In the fall of 1949, ABC found itself in the position of an outsider, with less coverage than two of its competing networks, CBS and NBC, even though it was on par with them in some major cities and had a headstart over its third rival at the time, the DuMont Television Network[image: External link].[30] Before the freeze ended in 1952, there were only 108 existing television stations in the United States; a few major cities (such as Boston[image: External link]) had only two television stations, many other cities (such as Pittsburgh[image: External link] and St. Louis[image: External link]) had only one, and still many others (such as Denver[image: External link] and Portland[image: External link]) did not yet have any television service.[30] The result was an uneven transition period where television flourished in certain areas and network radio remained the sole source of broadcast entertainment and news in others.
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Main article: American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres[image: External link]


At the end of 1949, movie theater operator United Paramount Theatres (UPT) was forced by the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] to become an independent entity, separating itself from Paramount Pictures[image: External link].[31] For its part, ABC was on the verge of bankruptcy, with only five owned-and-operated stations and nine full-time affiliates.[32] Its revenues, which were related to advertising and were indexed compared to the number of listeners/viewers, failed to compensate for its heavy investments in purchasing and building stations. In 1951, a rumor even mentioned that the network would be sold to CBS.[18][33] In 1951, Noble held a 58% ownership stake in ABC,[34] giving him $5 million with which to prevent ABC from going bankrupt; as banks refused further credit,[35] that amount was obtained through a loan from the Prudential Insurance Company of America[image: External link].[36]

Leonard Goldenson[image: External link], the president of UPT (which sought to diversify itself at the time), approached Noble in 1951 on a proposal for UPT to purchase ABC.[35] Noble received other offers, including one from CBS founder William S. Paley[image: External link]; however, a merger with CBS would have forced that network to sell its New York City and Los Angeles stations at the very least.[37] Goldenson and Noble reached a tentative agreement in the late spring of 1951[35] in which UPT would acquire ABC and turn it into a subsidiary of the company that would retain autonomy in its management.[38] On June 6, 1951, the tentative agreement was approved by UPT's board of directors.[38] However, the transaction had to be approved by the FCC because of the presence of television networks and the recent separation between Paramount and UPT. Insofar as Paramount Pictures was already a shareholder in the DuMont Television Network, the FCC conducted a series of hearings to ensure whether Paramount was truly separated from United Paramount Theatres, and whether it was violating antitrust laws[image: External link].[17]

In 1952, when the release of the FCC's Sixth Report and Order announced the end of its freeze on new station license applications, among the issues the Commission was slated to address was whether to approve the UPT-ABC merger.[24] One FCC Commissioner saw the possibility of ABC, funded by UPT, becoming a viable and competitive third television network.[39] On February 9, 1953, the FCC approved UPT's purchase of ABC in exchange for $25 million in shares.[39][40] The merged company, renamed American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres[image: External link], Inc. and headquartered in the Paramount Building[image: External link] at 1501 Broadway in Manhattan,[41] owned six AM and several FM radio stations, five television stations and 644 cinemas in 300 U.S. cities.[36] To comply with FCC ownership restrictions in effect at the time that barred common ownership of two television stations in the same market[image: External link], UPT sold its Chicago television station, WBKB-TV, to CBS (which subsequently changed the station's call letters to WBBM-TV[image: External link]) for $6 million,[42] while it kept ABC's existing Chicago station, WENR-TV. The merged company acquired the WBKB call letters for channel 7, which would eventually become WLS-TV[image: External link].[43] Goldenson began to sell some of the older theaters to help finance the new television network.[36]

On May 1, 1953, ABC's New York City flagship stations – WJZ, WJZ-FM and WJZ-TV – changed their respective callsigns to WABC[image: External link], WABC-FM[image: External link] and WABC-TV[image: External link],[44] and moved their operations to facilities at 7 West 66th Street[image: External link], one block away from Central Park[image: External link].[36] The WABC call letters were previously used by the flagship station of CBS Radio (now WCBS (AM)[image: External link]) until 1946. The WJZ calls would later be reassigned to the then-ABC affiliate[image: External link] in Baltimore[image: External link] in 1959, in an historical nod to the fact that WJZ was originally established by the Baltimore station's owner at the time, Westinghouse[image: External link].

However, a problem emerged regarding the directions taken by ABC and UPT. In 1950, Noble appointed Robert Kintner[image: External link] to be ABC's president while he himself served as its CEO, a position he would hold until his death in 1958.[17] Despite the promise of non-interference between ABC and UPT, Goldenson had to intervene in ABC's decisions because of financial problems and the FCC's long period of indecision. Goldenson added to the confusion when, in October 1954,[45] he proposed a merger between UPT and the DuMont Television Network, which was also mired in financial trouble.[17] As part of this merger, the network would have been renamed "ABC-DuMont" for five years, and DuMont would have received $5 million in cash, room on the schedule for existing DuMont programming, and guaranteed advertising time for DuMont Laboratories receivers.[17] In addition, to comply with FCC ownership restrictions, it would have been required to sell either WABC-TV or DuMont owned-and-operated station WABD in the New York City market, as well as two other stations.[17] The merged ABC-DuMont would have had the resources to compete with CBS and NBC.[45]

Goldenson sought to develop the ABC television network by trying to convince local stations to agree to affiliate with the network.[17] In doing this, he contacted local entrepreneurs who owned television stations themselves, many of whom had previously invested in Paramount cinemas and had worked with him when he undertook the responsibility of restructuring United Paramount Theatres.[17]
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At the same time he made attempts to help grow ABC, Goldenson had been trying since mid-1953 to provide content for the network by contacting his old acquaintances in Hollywood, with whom he had worked when UPT was a subsidiary of Paramount Pictures.[17] ABC's merger with UPT led to the creation of relationships with Hollywood's film production studios, breaking a quarantine that had existed at that time between film and television,[46] the latter of which had previously been more connected to radio. ABC's flagship productions at the time were The Lone Ranger[image: External link], based on the radio program of the same title, and The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet[image: External link], the latter of which (at 14 seasons, running from 1952 to 1966) held the record for the longest-running prime time comedy in U.S. television history, until it was surpassed by The Simpsons[image: External link] in 2003.

Goldenson's efforts paid off, and on October 27, 1954, the network launched a campaign ushering in the "New ABC", with productions from several studios, including Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link], Warner Bros. and 20th Century Fox.[47]

Warner tried with mixed success to adapt some of its most successful films as ABC television series, and showcase these adaptations as part of the wheel series[image: External link] Warner Bros. Presents[image: External link]. Airing during the 1955–56 season[image: External link], it showcased television adaptations of the 1942 films Kings Row[image: External link] and Casablanca[image: External link]; Cheyenne[image: External link] (adapted from the 1947 film Wyoming Kid[image: External link]); Sugarfoot[image: External link] (a remake of the 1954 film The Boy from Oklahoma[image: External link]); and Maverick[image: External link].[46] However, the most iconic of ABC's relationships with Hollywood producers was its agreement with Walt Disney[image: External link]; after the start of the network's bond with the Disney studio, James Lewis Baughman, who worked as a columnist at that time, observed that "at ABC's headquarters in New York, the secretaries [were now] wearing hats with Mickey Mouse[image: External link] ears".[46]
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 First bonds with Disney




Walt Disney and his brother Roy[image: External link] contacted Goldenson at the end of 1953[48] for ABC to agree to finance part of the Disneyland[image: External link] project in exchange for producing a television program for the network.[49][50][51] Walt wanted ABC to invest $500,000 and accrued a guarantee of $4.5 million in additional loans, a third of the budget intended for the park.[49][52] Around 1954, ABC agreed to finance Disneyland in exchange for the right to broadcast a new Sunday night program, Disneyland, which debuted on the network on October 27, 1954[49][50][51] as the first of many anthology television programs[image: External link] that Disney would broadcast over the course of the next 50 years.

When Disneyland[image: External link] opened on July 17, 1955, ABC aired a special live broadcast commemorating the park's first day of operation, Dateline: Disneyland[image: External link].[53] Shortly thereafter, on October 3, 1955, a second regularly scheduled program produced by Disney made its debut, The Mickey Mouse Club[image: External link], a children's program that aired Monday through Friday afternoons, which starred a group of 24 children known as the "Mouseketeers".[50][54] The two Disney programs made 1955 the year that the network was first profitable and as a station owner.[55]
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By 1954, all U.S. networks had regained control of their programming, with higher advertising revenues: ABC's revenue increased by 67% (earning $26 million), NBC's went up by 30% ($100 million) and CBS's rose by 44% ($117 million).[56] However that year, ABC had only 14 primary affiliates compared to the 74 that carried the majority of CBS programs and the 71 that were primarily affiliated with NBC. Most markets outside the largest ones were not large enough to support three full-time network affiliates. In some markets that were large enough for a third full-time affiliate, the only available commercial allocation was on the less-desirable UHF[image: External link] band. Until the All-Channel Receiver Act[image: External link] (passed by Congress in 1961) mandated the inclusion of UHF tuning, most viewers needed to purchase a converter to be able to watch UHF stations, and the signal quality was marginal at best even with a converter. Additionally, during the analog television era, UHF stations were not adequately receivable in rugged terrain. These factors made many prospective station owners skittish about investing in a UHF station, especially one that would have had to take on an affiliation with a weaker network.

As a result, with the exception of the largest markets, ABC was relegated to secondary status on one or both of the existing stations, usually via off-hours clearances (a notable exception during this time was WKST-TV in Youngstown, Ohio[image: External link], now WYTV[image: External link], despite the small size of the surrounding market and its close proximity to Cleveland[image: External link] and Pittsburgh[image: External link] even decades before the city's economic collapse[image: External link]). According to Goldenson, this meant that an hour of ABC programming reported five times lower viewership than its competitors.[57] However, the network's intake of money at the time would allow it to accelerate its content production. Still, ABC's limited reach would continue to hobble it for the next two decades; several smaller markets would not grow large enough to support a full-time ABC affiliate until the 1960s, with some very small markets having to wait as late as the 1980s or even the advent of digital television[image: External link] in the 2000s, which allowed stations like WTRF-TV[image: External link] in Wheeling, West Virginia[image: External link] to begin airing ABC programming on a digital subchannel[image: External link] after airing the network's programs outside of recommended timeslots decades before.

The DuMont Television Network ceased broadcasting on September 15, 1955,[45] and went bankrupt the next year. ABC then found itself as the third U.S. television network, dubbed the "little third network",[58] but still continued to look for successful programming. That same year, Kintner was forced to resign due to disagreements between Noble and Goldenson,[17] a consequence of Goldenson's many interventions in ABC's management.[59]
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It was not until the late 1950s that the ABC network became a serious contender to NBC and CBS, and this was in large part due to the diverse range of programming that met the expectations of the public, such as westerns and detective series. Despite an almost 500% increase in advertising revenues between 1953 and 1958, the network only had a national reach of between 10% and 18% of the total U.S. population, as it still had relatively fewer affiliates than NBC and CBS.[60] In 1957, ABC Entertainment president Ollie Treiz discovered that the locally produced variety show Bandstand had pulled very strong ratings in the Philadelphia market on WFIL-TV; Treiz ultimately negotiated a deal to take the show national, under the revised title American Bandstand[image: External link];[61] the show quickly became a social phenomenon by presenting new musical talent and dances to America's youth[61] and helped make a star out of its host, Dick Clark[image: External link].

On September 3, 1958, the Disneyland anthology series was retitled Walt Disney Presents[51] as it became disassociated with the theme park of the same name. The movement in westerns, which ABC is credited for having started, represented a fifth of all primetime series on American television in January 1959, at which point detective shows were beginning to rise in popularity as well.[62] ABC requested additional productions from Disney.[63] In late 1958, Desilu Productions[image: External link] pitched its detective series The Untouchables[image: External link] to CBS; after that network rejected the show because of its use of violence, Desilu then presented it to ABC, which agreed to pick up the show,[64] and debuted The Untouchables in April 1959. The series went on to quickly become "immensely popular".[64]

These kinds of programs presented ABC with an image of the "philosophy of counterprogramming against its competitors", offering a strong lineup of programs that contrasted with those seen on its rival networks,[63] which helped Goldenson give the network a continuum between film and television.[65] ABC's western series (as well as series such as the actioner Zorro[image: External link]) went up against and defeated the variety shows aired by NBC and CBS in the fall of 1957, and its detective shows did the same in the fall of 1959. To captivate the network's audiences, short 66-minute series were scheduled a half-hour before their hour-long competition.[65] In May 1961, Life[image: External link] criticized the public enthusiasm and sponsorship for these types of shows at the expense of news programming and denounced an unofficial law "replacing the good programs with the bad ones".[66]
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During the 1960s, ABC continued on the same path that it began to take in the mid-1950s, by consolidating the network as part of its effort to gain loyalty from the public. The network's finances improved and allowed it to invest in other properties and programming. In May 1960, ABC purchased Chicago radio station WLS[image: External link], which had shared airtime with WENR since the 1920s.[67] This acquisition allowed ABC to consolidate its presence in the market. On May 9, 1960, WLS launched a new lineup consisting of ABC Radio programming.[68] In 1960, Canadian entrepreneur John Bassett[image: External link], who was trying to establish a television station in Toronto[image: External link], sought the help of ABC to launch the station.[69] Leonard Goldenson agreed to acquire a 25% interest in CFTO-TV[image: External link]; however, legislation by the Canadian Radio-Television Commission[image: External link] prohibited ABC's involvement, resulting in the company withdrawing from the project before the station's launch.[69]
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The 1960s would be marked by the rise of family-oriented series in an attempt by ABC to counterprogram its established competitors, but the decade was also marked by the network's gradual transition to color.[70] On September 30, 1960, ABC premiered The Flintstones[image: External link], another example of counterprogramming; although the animated series from William Hanna[image: External link] and Joseph Barbera[image: External link] was filmed in color from the beginning, it was initially broadcast in black-and-white[image: External link], as ABC had not made the necessary technical upgrades to broadcast its programming in color at the time.[71] The Flintstones allowed ABC to present a novelty, that of prime-time animated programming, but it also allowed the network to begin filling the hole opened by the conclusion of the Disney partnership by carrying family-oriented programming from other producers.[71]

In 1959, Walt Disney Productions, having improved its financial situation, had purchased ABC's shares in the Disneyland theme park for $7.5 million[49] and initiated discussions to renew ABC's television contract for Walt Disney Presents, which was due to expire in 1961.[70] Walt Disney was approached by NBC to produce color broadcasts of his anthology series[image: External link] (which would be renamed Walt Disney's Wonderful World of Color).[70] Goldenson said ABC could not counter the offer, because the network did not have the technical and financial resources to carry the program in the format.[70] As a result, ABC and Disney's first television collaboration ended in 1961[49] (the network would resume its relationship with Disney in 1985, when the anthology series returned to the network for a three-season run as the Disney Sunday Movie until it lost the rights to NBC again in 1988; the Disney anthology series would return to ABC in 1996, following the company's purchase of the future Capital Cities/ABC, as The Wonderful World of Disney).

However, in 1961, ABC continued with its niche in animated series with Calvin and the Colonel[image: External link], Matty's Funday Funnies[image: External link], Top Cat[image: External link] and The Bugs Bunny Show[image: External link],[71] the latter of which showcased classic Looney Tunes[image: External link] and Merrie Melodies[image: External link] shorts.

Always in search of new programs that would help it compete with NBC and CBS, ABC's management believed that sports could be a major catalyst in improving the network's market share.[72] On April 29, 1961, ABC debuted Wide World of Sports[image: External link], an anthology series created by Edgar Scherick[image: External link] through his company Sports Programs, Inc. and produced by a young Roone Arledge[image: External link] which featured a different sporting event each broadcast.[73][74] ABC purchased Sports Programs, Inc. in exchange for shares in the company,[75] leading it to become the future core of ABC Sports[image: External link], with Arledge as the executive producer of that division's shows.[76] Wide World of Sports, in particular, was not merely devoted to a single sport, but rather to generally all sporting events.[72]

Due to pressure from film studios wanting to increase their production, as the major networks began airing theatrically released films,[77] ABC joined CBS and NBC in broadcasting films on Sunday nights in 1962, with the launch of the ABC Sunday Night Movie[image: External link], which debuted a year behind its competitors and was initially presented in black-and-white.[77] Despite a significant increase in viewership (with its audience share having increased to 33% from the 15% share it had in 1953), ABC remained in third place; the company had a total revenue of $15.5 million, a third of the revenue pulled in by CBS at the same period.[77] To catch up, ABC followed up The Flintstones with another animated series from Hanna-Barbera[image: External link], The Jetsons[image: External link], which debuted on September 23, 1962 as the first television series to be broadcast in color on the network.[78] On April 1, 1963, ABC debuted the soap opera[image: External link] General Hospital[image: External link],[79] which would go on to become the television network's long-running entertainment program. That year also saw the premiere of The Fugitive[image: External link] (on September 17),[80] a drama series centering on a man on the run after being accused of committing a murder he did not commit.

The 1964–65 season[image: External link] was marked by the debuts of several classic series including Bewitched[image: External link] (on September 17)[81] and The Addams Family[image: External link] (on September 18). Arledge's success with acquiring prime sports content was confirmed in 1964 when he was appointed vice-president of ABC Sports.[82]
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 New regulations and the radio network's recovery (1966–1969)




It was not until the 1965–66 season[image: External link] that color became the dominant format for the three broadcast television networks. ABC, meanwhile, remained in third place and still needed money to grow itself into a major competitor. However, ABC's issues with its transition to color became secondary compared to the network's financial problems; in 1964, the network found itself, as Goldenson later wrote in the 1991 book Beating the Odds: The Untold Story Behind the Rise of ABC, "in the middle of a war [where] the battlefield was Wall Street[image: External link]".[83] Many companies sought to take over ABC, including Norton Simon[image: External link],[77] General Electric[image: External link], Gulf and Western Industries[image: External link], International Telephone and Telegraph[image: External link][84] and Litton Industries[image: External link].[85]

In 1965, the corporate entity, American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres[image: External link], was renamed as the American Broadcasting Companies,[86][87] while its cinema division became ABC Theatres[image: External link]; its recording division was renamed ABC Records[image: External link] in 1966.[88] In December of that year, the ABC television network premiered The Dating Game[image: External link], a pioneer series in its genre[image: External link], which was a reworking of the blind date[image: External link] concept in which a suitor selected one of three contestants sight unseen based on the answers to selected questions. This was followed up in July 1966 by The Newlywed Game[image: External link], featuring three recently married couples who guessed the responses to their partner's questions (some of which were fairly risque). As ABC began to outgrow its facilities at 7 West 66th Street, Goldenson found a new headquarters for ABC in a 44 story building located at 1330 Avenue of the Americas[image: External link] in Manhattan, at the corner of 54th Street[89][90] (now occupied by The Financial Times[image: External link]'s New York office). This operation allowed for the conversion of the premises at 66th Street into production facilities for television and radio programs.[90]

On December 7, 1965, Goldenson announced a merger proposal with ITT to ABC management; the two companies agreed to the deal on April 27, 1966.[85] The FCC approved the merger on December 21, 1966; however, the previous day (December 20), Donald F. Turner[image: External link], head antitrust[image: External link] regulator for the United States Department of Justice[image: External link], expressed doubts related to such issues as the emerging cable television[image: External link] market,[91] and concerns over the journalistic integrity of ABC and how it could be influenced by the overseas ownership of ITT.[92] ITT management promised that the company would allow ABC to retain autonomy in the publishing business.[91] The merger was suspended, and a complaint was filed by the Department of Justice in July 1967, with ITT going to trial in October 1967; the merger was officially canceled after the trial's conclusion on January 1, 1968.[93]

On January 12, 1966, ABC replaced The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet with Batman[image: External link], an action series based on the DC Comics[image: External link] series starring Adam West[image: External link] that was known for its kitschy style.[94] In 1967, WLS radio CEO Ralph Beaudin was appointed as the president of ABC Radio.[95] Under his leadership, ABC Radio was divided into four "networks" devoted to different types of programming: news, informative series, pop music[image: External link], and talk shows[image: External link].[95] Two other networks were later created to provide rock music[image: External link] and traffic reporting.

In 1968, ABC took advantage of new FCC ownership regulations that allowed broadcasting companies to own a maximum of seven radio stations nationwide in order to purchase Houston[image: External link] radio stations KXYZ[image: External link] and KXYZ-FM[image: External link] for $1 million in shares and $1.5 million in bonds.[96] That year, Roone Arledge was named president of ABC Sports; the company also founded ABC Pictures, a film production company which released its first picture that year, the Ralph Nelson[image: External link]-directed Charly[image: External link]. It was renamed ABC Motion Pictures[image: External link] in 1979; the unit was dissolved in 1985.[97] The studio also operated two subsidiaries, Palomar Pictures International and Selmur Pictures. In July 1968, ABC continued its acquisitions in the amusement parks sector with the opening of ABC Marine World in Redwood City, California[image: External link];[98] that park was sold in 1972 and demolished in 1986, with the land that occupied the park later becoming home to the headquarters of Oracle Corporation[image: External link].

In July 1968, ABC Radio launched a special programming project for its FM stations, which was spearheaded by Allen Shaw,[99] a former program manager at WCFL[image: External link] in Chicago[100] who was approached by ABC Radio president Harold L. Neal to develop a format to compete with the new progressive rock[image: External link] and DJ[image: External link]-helmed stations.[101] The new concept called "LOVE Radio", which featured a limited selection of music genres, was launched on ABC's seven owned-and-operated FM stations in late November 1968; the concept replaced nearly all of the programming provided by these stations; however, several affiliates (such as KXYZ) retained the majority of their content.[101] In August 1970, Shaw announced that ABC FM's music choice policy should be reviewed to allow listeners access to many styles of music.[102]

On the television side, in September 1969, ABC launched the Movie of the Week[image: External link], a weekly showcase aimed at capitalizing on the growing success of made-for-TV movies[image: External link] since the early 1960s. The Movie of the Week broadcast feature-length dramatic films directed by such talented filmmakers as Aaron Spelling[image: External link], David Wolper[image: External link] and Steven Spielberg[image: External link] (the latter of whom gained early success through the showcase for his 1971 film Duel[image: External link]) that were produced on an average budget of $400,000–$450,000.[103] Hits for the television network during the late 1960s and early 1970s included The Courtship of Eddie's Father[image: External link], The Brady Bunch[image: External link] and The Partridge Family[image: External link].
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 Success in television (1971–1980)




In the early 1970s, ABC completed its transition to color; the decade as a whole would mark a turning point for ABC, as it began to pass CBS and NBC in the ratings to become the first place network.[104] It also began to use behavioral and demographic data to better determine what types of sponsors to sell advertising slots to and provide programming that would appeal towards certain audiences.[105] ABC's gains in audience share were greatly helped by the fact that several smaller markets had grown large enough to allow full-time affiliations from all three networks.

In 1970, ABC debuted Monday Night Football[image: External link] as part of its Monday prime time schedule;[106] the program became a hit for the network and served as the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL)'s premier game of the week until 2006, when Sunday Night Football[image: External link], which moved to NBC that year as part of a broadcast deal that in turn saw MNF move to ESPN[image: External link], took over as the league's marquee game. According to Goldenson, Monday Night Football helped earn ABC regularly score an audience share of 15%–16%; ABC Sports managed the budget for the Monday night time slot to reallocate the weekly budget for ABC's prime time schedule to just six days, as opposed to seven on competing networks.[107] 1970 also saw the premieres of several soap operas including the long-running All My Children[image: External link], which ran on the network for 41 years.

In 1970, the FCC voted to pass the Financial Interest and Syndication Rules[image: External link], a set of regulations aimed at preventing the major networks from monopolizing the broadcast landscape by barring them from owning any of the prime time programming that they broadcast.[108] In 1972, the new rules resulted in the company's decision to split ABC Films into two separate companies: the existing Worldvision Enterprises, which would produce and distribute programming for U.S. syndication, and ABC Circle Films[image: External link] as a production unit.[109][110] Worldvision was sold to a consortium of ABC executives for nearly $10 million.[110]

In April 1970, Congress[image: External link] passed the Public Health Cigarette Smoking Act[image: External link] which banned cigarette[image: External link] advertising from all television and radio networks, including ABC, when it took effect on January 2, 1971.[111] Citing limited profitability of its cinemas, ABC Great States, the Central West division of ABC Theatres, was sold to Henry Plitt in 1974.[109] On January 17, 1972, Elton Rule[image: External link] was named President and Chief Operating Officer[image: External link] of ABC a few months after Goldenson reduced his role in the company after suffering a heart attack[image: External link].[33]

In the early 1970s, Michael Eisner[image: External link], who joined ABC in 1966, became the network's program development manager.[112] He helped bring about ideas for many series including Happy Days[image: External link] (which originated as a segment on the anthology series Love, American Style[image: External link]),[112][113] as well as several soap operas; however, Eisner's main credit at ABC was for developing youth-oriented programming.[114] He was responsible for reacquiring the rights to the Looney Tunes-Merrie Melodies library, bringing the shorts back to ABC after spending several years on CBS, as well as developing The Jackson 5ive[image: External link] animated series and a series about the Osmonds[image: External link], and greenlighting Super Friends[image: External link], based on DC Comics' Justice League of America[image: External link] series[112] He also laid ground-work for the development of educational children's programming (predating the 1990 Congressional passage of the Children's Television Act[image: External link]) through interstitials such as Time for Timer[image: External link], The Bod Squad[image: External link] and, perhaps most famously, Schoolhouse Rock![image: External link]. Eisner left ABC in 1976 to become president of Paramount Pictures;[115] he would later become the President of ABC's eventual parent company, Disney.

In the spring of 1975, Fred Pierce, the newly appointed president of ABC Television, convinced Fred Silverman[image: External link] to become the first president and director of programming of the independent television production subsidiary ABC Entertainment, created from the network's namesake programming division.[116][117] In 1974, ABC premiered the detective series S.W.A.T.[image: External link] That same year, the network made the decision to compete with NBC's morning news-talk program[image: External link] Today[image: External link]. Its first attempt at such competition was AM America[image: External link]; however, that show's success was not straightforward.[118] One of its affiliates, WCVB-TV[image: External link] premiered morning show Good Day!. First premiering in 1973 as Good Morning!, it was groundbreaking for being entirely produced on the road and broadcasting from locations outside of the Boston area. Also, in the summer of 1975, ABC discovered that its Cleveland[image: External link] affiliate WEWS-TV[image: External link] was producing its own morning program The Morning Exchange[image: External link], which debuted in 1972 and was now locally pre-empting AM America; it was the first morning show to utilize a set modeled after a living room[image: External link], and established a concept now commonplace among network morning shows in which news and weather updates were featured at the top and bottom of each hour. Discovering that their formats seemed to appeal to their viewers,[118] the network became the first to adopt them for a new national morning show, Good Morning America[image: External link], which debuted on November 3, 1975.[118]

The 1970s were highlighted by several successful comedy, fantasy, action and superhero-themed series for the network including Kung Fu[image: External link], The Six Million Dollar Man[image: External link], Wonder Woman[image: External link], Starsky & Hutch[image: External link], Charlie's Angels[image: External link], The Bionic Woman[image: External link], Fantasy Island[image: External link] and Battlestar Galactica[image: External link]. Many of these series were greenlit by Silverman, who left ABC in 1978 to become president of NBC's entertainment division. The rousing success of Happy Days also led to a successful spin-off series, Laverne & Shirley[image: External link], which debuted during the 1975–76 season. Charlie's Angels and Three's Company[image: External link] (which debuted during the 1976–77 season) were two prime examples of a trend among the major networks during the 1970s known as "jiggle TV[image: External link]", featuring attractive, often buxom, women in main and guest roles.

In 1977, Henry Plitt, who at the time was associated with Thomas Klutznick, a real estate entrepreneur in Chicago, purchased the southern division of ABC Theatres, ABC Southern.[109] The sale stripped ABC of control over its theaters as a result of changes in the theater operation sector, mainly the fact that the population was migrating to the suburbs and moving away from older cinemas in larger cities[109] (Plitt Theatres[image: External link] was later purchased by Cineplex Odeon Corporation[image: External link] in 1987[109]).

For its part, the television network produced a few new hits during 1977: January saw the premiere of Roots[image: External link], a miniseries based on an Alex Haley[image: External link] novel[image: External link] that was published the previous year. Roots went on to become one of the highest-rated programs in American television history, with unprecedented ratings[image: External link] for its finale.[119][120] In September, The Love Boat[image: External link], a comedy-drama anthology series produced by Aaron Spelling which was based around the crew of a cruise ship and featured three stories centered partly on the ship's various passengers; although critically lambasted, the series turned out to be a ratings success and lasted nine seasons. The success of Roots, Happy Days and The Love Boat allowed the network to take first place in the ratings for the first time in the 1976–77 season[image: External link].[69] On September 13, 1977, the network debuted Soap[image: External link], a controversial soap opera parody which became known for being the first television series to feature an openly gay main character (played by a then-unknown Billy Crystal[image: External link]); it last ran on the network on April 20, 1981.

Meanwhile, ABC News, which formed as a newly separate division, sought to become a global leader in television news.[121] In 1977, Roone Arledge was named president of the new ABC News in addition to being president of ABC Sports.[122] That same year, ABC launched a major expansion of its office facilities in New York City. The company first constructed a new 10-story building on land previously occupied by an abandoned warehouse on the corner of Columbus Avenue[image: External link] and West 66th Street; the facility that was built in its place is nicknamed "7 Lincoln Square" (although it is actually located at 149 Columbus Avenue). Meanwhile, a former parking lot, located at 30 West 67th Street, was transformed into an impressive 15-story building. Both buildings were completed in June 1979. WABC-TV moved its operations from offices at 77 West 66th Street to 149 Columbus Avenue, freeing up space for the ABC network to house some of its operations.

In June 1978, Arledge created the newsmagazine[image: External link] 20/20[image: External link];[123] after its first episode received harshly negative reviews, the program – which debuted as a summer series, before becoming a year-round program in 1979 – was immediately revamped to feature a mix of in-depth stories and interviews, with Hugh Downs[image: External link] appointed as its anchor (later paired alongside his former Today colleague Barbara Walters[image: External link]). In February 1979, ABC sold its recording division to MCA Inc.[image: External link] for $20 million; the label was discontinued by March 5 of that year, and all of its 300 employees were laid off[124] (the rights to the works of ABC Records and all of MCA's other labels have since been acquired by Universal Music Group[image: External link]).
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 Merger with Capital Cities, purchase of ESPN and reprogramming Friday nights (1981–1990)




ABC dominated the American television landscape during the 1970s and early 1980s (by 1980, the three major networks represented 90% of all prime-time television viewership in the U.S.[125]). Several flagship series debuted on the network during this time including Dynasty[image: External link], an opulent drama from Aaron Spelling that became a hit when it premiered as a midseason series in 1981, five months before Spelling's other ABC hit Charlie's Angels ended its run. The network was also propelled during the early 1980s by the continued successes of Happy Days, Three's Company, Laverne & Shirley and Fantasy Island, and gained new hits in Too Close for Comfort[image: External link], Soap spinoff Benson[image: External link] and Happy Days spinoff Mork & Mindy[image: External link]. In 1981, ABC (through its ABC Video Services division) launched the Alpha Repertory Television Service[image: External link] (ARTS), a cable channel operated as a joint venture with the Hearst Corporation[image: External link] offering cultural and arts programming, which aired as a nighttime service over the channel space of Nickelodeon[image: External link].[126]

On August 9, 1982, ABC purchased a 10% stake in the Entertainment and Sports Programming Network (ESPN) for $20 million; in exchange for the interest, ESPN gained the U.S. television rights to the British Open[image: External link], which ABC had not been able to broadcast in its entirety.[127] The purchase provided ABC the option of purchasing additional shares of up to 49% under certain conditions,[128] which included the option to purchase at least 10% of Getty Oil[image: External link]'s shares in the channel prior to January 2, 1984.[128]

In 1983, ABC sold KXYZ to the Infinity Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link].[129] On January 4, 1984, The New York Times reported that ABC, through its subsidiary ABC Video Enterprises, had exercised its option to purchase up to 15% (or between $25 million and $30 million) of Getty Oil's shares in ESPN, which would allow it to expand its shares at a later date.[128] In June 1984, ABC's executive committee approved the company's interest acquisition in ESPN, and ABC arranged with Getty Oil to obtain an 80% stake in the channel, while selling the remaining 20% to Nabisco[image: External link].[130] That year, ABC and Hearst reached an agreement with RCA to merge ARTS and competing arts service, The Entertainment Channel, into a single cable channel called Arts & Entertainment Television ( A&E[image: External link]); the new channel subsequently leased a separate satellite transponder, ending its sharing agreement with Nickelodeon to become a 24-hour service.[126] Meanwhile, ABC withdrew from the theme park business for good when it sold the Silver Springs Nature Theme Park.[98]

In December 1984, Thomas S. Murphy[image: External link], chief executive officer[image: External link] of Capital Cities Communications[image: External link], contacted Leonard Goldenson about a proposal to merge their respective companies.[131] On March 16, 1985, ABC's executive committee accepted the merger offer,[132] which was formally announced on March 18, 1985, with Capital Cities purchasing ABC and its related properties for $3.5 billion and $118 for each of ABC's shares as well as a guarantee of 10% (or $3) for a total of $121 per share.[131] To finance the purchase, Capital Cities borrowed $2.1 billion from a consortium of banks, which sold certain assets that Capital Cites could not acquire or retain due to FCC ownership rules for a combined $900 million and sold off several cable television systems, which were sold to The Washington Post Company[image: External link] (forming the present-day Cable One[image: External link]).[133] The remaining $500 million was loaned by Warren Buffett[image: External link], who promised that his company Berkshire Hathaway[image: External link] would purchase $3 million in shares, at $172.50 apiece.[133][134] Due to an FCC ban on same-market ownership of television and radio stations by a single company (although the deal would have otherwise complied with new ownership rules implemented by the FCC in January 1985, that allowed broadcasters to own a maximum of 12 television stations[131]), ABC and Capital Cities respectively decided to sell WXYZ-TV and Tampa[image: External link] independent station WFTS-TV[image: External link] to the E. W. Scripps Company[image: External link] (although Capital Cities/ABC originally intended to seek a cross-ownership waiver to retain WXYZ and Capital Cities-owned radio stations WJR[image: External link] and WHYT[image: External link]).

The merger between ABC[image: External link] and Capital Cities received federal approval on September 5, 1985. After the ABC/Capital Cities merger was finalized on January 3, 1986, the combined company – which became known as Capital Cities/ABC, Inc. – added four television stations (WPVI-TV/Philadelphia, KTRK-TV[image: External link]/Houston, KFSN-TV[image: External link]/ Fresno[image: External link] and WTVD[image: External link]/ Raleigh[image: External link]) and several radio stations to ABC's broadcasting portfolio, and also included Fairchild Publications[image: External link] and four newspapers (including The Kansas City Star[image: External link] and Fort Worth Star-Telegram[image: External link]).[135] It also initiated several changes in its management:[136] Frederick S. Pierce was named president of ABC's broadcasting division; Michael P. Millardi became vice president of ABC Broadcasting, and president of ABC Owned Stations[image: External link] and ABC Video Enterprises; John B. Sias was appointed president of the ABC Television Network; Brandon Stoddard[image: External link] became president of ABC Entertainment (a position to which he had been appointed in November 1985); and Roone Arledge became president of ABC News and ABC Sports. In February 1986, Thomas S. Murphy, who had been serving as CEO of Capital Cities since 1964, was appointed chairman and CEO emeritus of ABC.[137] Jim Duffy stepped down as ABC Television president for a management position at ABC Communications, a subsidiary that specialized in community service programming, including shows related to literary education.[121]

As far as programming is concerned, four of ABC's marquee shows of the 1970s ended their runs during the mid-1980s: Laverne & Shirley ended its run in 1983, Happy Days and Three's Company ended in 1984 (with the latter producing a short-lived spinoff[image: External link] that year), while The Love Boat ended its run in 1986. After nearly a decade of ratings trouble, NBC had regained the ratings lead among the Big Three networks in 1984 on the success of series such as The Cosby Show[image: External link], Cheers[image: External link] and Miami Vice[image: External link]. To counteract NBC, ABC decided to refocus itself on comedies and family-oriented series beginning in the mid-1980s including Who's the Boss?[image: External link], Mr. Belvedere[image: External link], Growing Pains[image: External link], Perfect Strangers[image: External link], Head of the Class[image: External link], Full House[image: External link], The Wonder Years[image: External link], Just the Ten of Us[image: External link] and Roseanne[image: External link].

Following the initial success of these series, ABC revamped its Friday night schedule around family-friendly comedies in the late 1980s, culminating in the 1989 debut of the " TGIF[image: External link]" block (which promotions referenced stood for "Thank Goodness It's Funny").[138] Many of the series featured during the run of the block were produced by Miller-Boyett Productions[image: External link], a Warner Bros.-based studio that briefly programmed the entire Friday lineup during the 1990–91 season[image: External link] (with Going Places[image: External link] joining Family Matters[image: External link], Full House and Perfect Strangers on the "TGIF" schedule) and through its development deal with Paramount Television[image: External link] prior to 1986 (as Miller-Milkis, and later, Miller-Milkis-Boyett Productions), had earlier produced Happy Days and its various spinoffs among other series for the network.

In 1988, ABC constructed a new building to serve as the network's headquarters, located near the studios of WABC-TV on West 66th Street. The television network's restructuring program, launched in 1974, helped with the purchases and exchanges of nearly 70 stations during the late 1980s, and aided in increasing its ratings by more than 2 million viewers.[121]
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In 1990, Thomas S. Murphy delegated his position as president to Daniel B. Burke[image: External link] while remaining ABC's chairman and CEO.[137] Capital Cities/ABC reported revenues of $465 million.[139] Now at a strong second place, the network entered the 1990s with additional family-friendly hits including America's Funniest Home Videos[image: External link] (which has gone on to become the longest-running prime time entertainment program in the network's history), Step by Step[image: External link], Hangin' with Mr. Cooper[image: External link], Boy Meets World[image: External link] and Perfect Strangers spinoff Family Matters, as well as series such as Doogie Howser, M.D.[image: External link], Life Goes On[image: External link], cult favorite Twin Peaks and The Commish[image: External link]. In September 1991, the network premiered Home Improvement[image: External link], a sitcom starring stand-up comic[image: External link] Tim Allen[image: External link] centering on the family and work life of an accident-prone host of a cable-access home improvement show. Lasting eight seasons, its success led ABC to greenlight additional sitcom projects helmed by comedians during the 1990s including The Drew Carey Show[image: External link]; Brett Butler[image: External link] vehicle Grace Under Fire[image: External link]; and Ellen[image: External link], which became notable for a 1997 episode[image: External link] which served as the coming out of series star Ellen DeGeneres (as well as her character in the series) as a lesbian[image: External link].

In 1993, the FCC repealed the Financial Interest and Syndication Rules, once again allowing networks to hold interests in television production studios.[140] That same year, Capital Cities/ABC purchased the French animation studio DIC Entertainment[image: External link];[141] it also signed an agreement with Time Warner Cable[image: External link] to carry its owned-and-operated television stations on the provider's systems in ABC O&O markets.[142] By that year, ABC had a total viewership share of 23.63% of American households, just below the limit of 25% imposed by the FCC.[140]

Daniel Burke departed from Capital Cities/ABC in February 1994, with Thomas Murphy taking over as president[137] before ceding control to Robert Iger[image: External link]. September 1993 saw the debut of NYPD Blue[image: External link], a gritty police procedural[image: External link] from Steven Bochco[image: External link] (who created Doogie Howser, M.D. and the critically pilloried Cop Rock[image: External link] for ABC earlier in the decade); lasting twelve seasons, the drama became known for its boundary pushing of network television standards (particularly its occasional use of graphic language and rear nudity), which led some affiliates to initially refuse to air the show in its first season.

In order to compete with CNN, ABC proposed a 24-hour news channel[image: External link] called ABC Cable News, with plans to launch the network in 1995; however, the plan would ultimately be shelved by company management. ABC would reattempt such a concept in July 2004 with the launch of ABC News Now[image: External link], a 24-hour news channel distributed for viewing on the Internet[image: External link] and mobile phones[image: External link]. On August 29, 1994, ABC purchased Flint, Michigan[image: External link] affiliate WJRT-TV[image: External link] and WTVG[image: External link] in Toledo, Ohio[image: External link] (which was previously affiliated with ABC from 1958 to 1970) from SJL Broadcast Management[image: External link], with the latter switching to ABC once its contract with NBC expired two months after the purchase was finalized in early 1995.[143] Both stations were acquired as a contingency plan in the event that CBS reached an affiliation deal with WXYZ-TV (to replace WJBK[image: External link], which switched to Fox[image: External link] as a result of that network's group affiliation agreement[image: External link] with New World Communications[image: External link]) in order to allow the network to retain some over-the-air presence in the Detroit market (the E.W. Scripps Company and ABC would reach a group affiliation deal that renewed affiliation agreements with WXYZ and WEWS, and switch four other stations, including two whose Fox affiliations were displaced by the New World deal, with the network).[144]

On July 31, 1995, The Walt Disney Company announced an agreement to merge with Capital Cities/ABC for $19 billion.[49][145] Disney shareholders approved the merger at a special conference in New York City on January 4, 1996,[145][146] with the acquisition of Capital Cities/ABC being completed on February 9; following the sale, Disney renamed its new subsidiary ABC Inc.[145] In addition to the ABC network, the Disney acquisition integrated ABC's ten owned-and-operated television and 21 radio stations; its 80% interest in ESPN, ownership interests in The History Channel[image: External link], A&E Television Networks[image: External link], and Lifetime Entertainment[image: External link]; and Capital Cities/ABC's magazine and newspaper properties into the company.[49] As FCC ownership rules forbade the company from keeping both it and KABC-TV, Disney sold Los Angeles independent station KCAL-TV[image: External link] to Young Broadcasting[image: External link] for $387 million.[147] On April 4, Disney sold the four newspapers that ABC had controlled under Capital Cities to Knight Ridder[image: External link] for $1.65 billion.[148] Following the merger, Thomas S. Murphy left ABC with Robert Iger taking his place as president and CEO.[149] Around the time of the merger, Disney's television production units had already produced series for the network such as Home Improvement and Boy Meets World, while the deal also allowed ABC access to Disney's children's programming library for its Saturday morning block. In 1998, ABC premiered the Aaron Sorkin-created sitcom Sports Night[image: External link], centering on the travails of the staff of a SportsCenter[image: External link]-style sports news program; despite earning critical praise and multiple Emmy Awards[image: External link], the series was cancelled in 2000 after two seasons.

On May 10, 1999, Disney reorganized its publishing division, the Buena Vista Publishing Group, renaming it as Disney Publishing Worldwide[image: External link]; the rechristened division became a subsidiary of Disney Consumer Products[image: External link] while Hyperion Books[image: External link] became affiliated with ABC.[150] On July 8, 1999, Disney consolidated Walt Disney Television Studio[image: External link], Buena Vista Television Productions[image: External link] and ABC's primetime division into the ABC Entertainment Television Group[image: External link].

In August 1999, ABC premiered a special series event, Who Wants to Be a Millionaire[image: External link], a game show[image: External link] based on the British program of the same title. Hosted throughout its ABC tenure by Regis Philbin[image: External link], the program became a major ratings success throughout its initial summer run, which led ABC to renew Millionaire as a regular series, returning on January 18, 2000. At its peak, the program aired as much as six nights a week.[151] Buoyed by Millionaire, during the 1999–2000 season[image: External link], ABC became the first network to move from third to first place in the ratings during a single television season. Millionaire ended its run on the network's primetime lineup after three years in 2002, with Buena Vista Television relaunching the show as a syndicated program (under that incarnation's original host Meredith Vieira[image: External link]) in September of that year.
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In addition to Who Wants to Be a Millionaire, the network entered the 2000s with hits held over from the previous decade such as The Practice[image: External link], NYPD Blue and The Wonderful World of Disney[image: External link] and new series such as My Wife and Kids[image: External link] and According to Jim[image: External link], all of which managed to help ABC stay ahead of the competition in the ratings in spite of the later departure of Millionaire. 2000 saw the end of "TGIF", which was struggling to find new hits (with Boy Meets World and Sabrina, the Teenage Witch[image: External link], the latter of which moved to The WB[image: External link] in October 2006, beginning to wane as well by this point) following the loss of Family Matters and Step by Step to CBS as part of its own failed attempt at a family-oriented Friday comedy block[image: External link] in the 1997–98 season[image: External link]. Outside of 20/20, Friday nights remained a weak spot for ABC for the next 11 years.

On April 30, 2000, as a result of a carriage dispute[image: External link] with ABC, Time Warner Cable removed ABC owned-and-operated stations from the cable provider's systems in four markets (WABC-TV in New York City, KABC-TV in Los Angeles, KTRK in Houston and WTVD in Raleigh-Durham). The network had earlier reached an eleventh-hour deal to renew its carriage agreement with the provider on December 31, 1999.[142] ABC filed an emergency petition to the Federal Communications Commission on May 1 to force TWC to restore the affected stations; the FCC ruled in favor of ABC, ordering Time Warner Cable to restore the stations, doing so on the afternoon of May 2.[142] ABC ended the 2000–01[image: External link] season as the most-watched network, ahead of NBC.

Networks affiliates approved a two-year affiliate agreement in 2002. In September 2006, Disney Chairman/CEO Michael Eisner[image: External link] outlined a proposed realignment of the ABC broadcast network day parts with the similar unit in its cable channels: ABC Sunday mornings with Disney Channels[image: External link] ( Toon[image: External link] & Playhouse[image: External link]), ABC daytime with Soapnet[image: External link] and ABC prime time with ABC Family.[152] 2002 saw the debut of the network's first hit reality series, The Bachelor[image: External link] (the elimination-style dating show's success led to a spinoff, The Bachelorette[image: External link], which premiered the following year, as well as two additional[image: External link] spinoffs[image: External link] that later debuted in the early 2010s).

In 2004, ABC's average viewership declined by ten ratings points, landing the network in fourth place, behind NBC, CBS and Fox (by the following year, the combined season-ending average audience share of ABC, NBC and CBS represented only 32% of U.S. households[125]). However, during the 2004–05 season[image: External link], the network experienced unexpected success with new series such as Desperate Housewives[image: External link], Lost[image: External link] and Grey's Anatomy[image: External link] as well as reality series Dancing with the Stars[image: External link], which helped ABC rise to second place, jumping ahead of CBS, but behind a surging Fox. On April 21, 2004, Disney announced a restructuring of its Disney Media Networks division with Marvin Jacobs being named president of ABC parent Disney–ABC Television Group[image: External link], and ESPN president George Bodenheimer[image: External link] becoming co-CEO of the division with Jacobs, as well as president of ABC Sports.[153] On December 7, 2005, ABC Sports and ESPN signed an eight-year broadcast rights agreement with NASCAR[image: External link], allowing ABC and ESPN to broadcast 17 NASCAR Cup Series[image: External link] races each season (comprising just over half of the 36 races held annually) effective with the 2006 season.[154]
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Between May and September 2005, rumors circulated that Disney–ABC was considering a sale of ABC Radio, with Clear Channel Communications[image: External link] and Westwood One[image: External link] (which had earlier purchased NBC's radio division, as well as the distribution rights to CBS's, and the Mutual Broadcasting System during the 1990s) as potential buyers. On October 19, 2005, ABC announced the restructuring of the group into six divisions: Entertainment Communications, Communications Resources, Kids Communications, News Communications, Corporate Communications, and International Communications.

On February 6, 2007, The Walt Disney Company announced an agreement with Citadel Broadcasting[image: External link] to merge the ABC Radio Network with Citadel. The new entity, Citadel Communications[image: External link],[155] was majority owned (52%) by Disney, in conjunction with Forstmann Little[image: External link] (32%) and former shareholders of Citadel Broadcasting (16%). Citadel eventually merged with Cumulus Media[image: External link] in September 2011.
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In February 2007, Disney announced that it would rename its Touchstone Television production unit as the ABC Television Studio (simplified to ABC Studios[image: External link] by that summer), as part of a corporate move to eliminate secondary production brands such as Buena Vista[image: External link].[156] In May 2007, ABC unveiled a new image campaign, revolving around the slogan "Start Here", which highlighted the multi-platform availability of ABC's program content.[157]

The Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link] that halted production of network programs for much of the 2007–08 season[image: External link] affected the network in 2007–08 and 2008–09[image: External link], as various ABC shows that premiered in 2007, such as Dirty Sexy Money[image: External link], Pushing Daisies[image: External link], Eli Stone[image: External link] and Samantha Who?[image: External link], did not live to see a third season; other series such as Boston Legal[image: External link] and the U.S. version of Life on Mars[image: External link] suffered from low viewership, despite the former, a spin off of The Practice, being a once-highlighted breakout series when it debuted in 2005.[158] One of the network's strike-replacement programs during that time was the game show Duel[image: External link], which premiered in December 2007. The program would become a minor success for the network during its initial six-episode run, which led ABC to renew Duel as a regular series starting in April 2008. However, Duel suffered from low viewership during its run as a regular series, and ABC canceled the program after sixteen episodes. On August 15, 2008, Disney denied rumors started by Caris & Co. that it would be selling the ten ABC owned-and-operated stations.[159]

In early 2009, Disney–ABC Television Group merged ABC Entertainment and ABC Studios into a new division, ABC Entertainment Group, which would be responsible for both its production and broadcasting operations.[160][161][162][163][164] During this reorganization, the group announced that it would lay off 5% of its workforce.[165] On April 2, 2009, Citadel Communications announced that it would rebrand ABC Radio as Citadel Media;[166] however, ABC News continued to provide news content for Citadel. On December 22, Disney–ABC Television Group announced a partnership with Apple Inc.[image: External link] to make individual episodes of ABC and Disney Channel[image: External link] programs available for purchase on iTunes[image: External link].[167]
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In March 2010, reports suggested that The Walt Disney Company was considering spinning off ABC into an independent company because "it [did not] add a lot of value to Disney's other divisions".[168] The company entered advanced negotiations with two private equity firms[image: External link] to sell ABC; however, the planned sale was cancelled as a result of an FBI[image: External link] investigation into allegations of attempted insider trading by an ex-employee which they later denied.[169]

The network began running into some trouble in the ratings by 2010. That year, the sixth and final season of Lost became the drama's lowest-rated season since its debut in 2004. Ratings for the once-instant hit Ugly Betty[image: External link] collapsed dramatically after it was moved to Fridays[image: External link] at the start of its fourth season in the fall of 2009; an attempt to boost ratings by moving the dramedy to Wednesdays failed, with its ultimate cancellation by the network eliciting negative reaction from the public, and particularly the show's fanbase.[170] With the network's two former hit shows now out of the picture, the network's remaining top veteran shows Desperate Housewives and Grey's Anatomy, and another hit drama Brothers & Sisters[image: External link], all ended the 2009–10 season[image: External link] recorded their lowest ratings ever.

Among the few bright spots during this season were the midseason crime dramedy Castle[image: External link] as well as the success of two family sitcoms that anchored the network's revamped Wednesday comedy lineup, The Middle[image: External link] and Modern Family[image: External link], the latter of which was both a critical and commercial success. Shark Tank[image: External link] (based on the Dragon's Den[image: External link] reality format) also became a midseason sleeper hit on Sundays in the spring of 2010; the following season, it became the tentpole[image: External link] of the network's Friday night schedule, gradually helping make ABC a strong competitor (after being paired with 20/20 and beginning with the 2012–13 season[image: External link], the Tim Allen sitcom Last Man Standing[image: External link]) against CBS' long-dominant drama/reality lineup on that night for the first time since the "TGIF" lineup ended in 2000.

The network's troubles with sustaining existing series and gaining new hits spilled over into its 2010–11 schedule[image: External link]: ABC's dramas during that season continued to fail, with the midseason forensic investigation drama Body of Proof[image: External link] being the only one that was renewed for a second season.[171] The network also struggled to establish new comedies to support the previous year's debuts, with only late-season premiere Happy Endings[image: External link] earning a second season.[171] Meanwhile, the new lows hit by Brothers & Sisters led to its cancellation, and the previous year's only drama renewal, V[image: External link], also failed to earn another season after a low-rated midseason run.[172] Despite this and another noticeable ratings decline, ABC would manage to outrate NBC for third place by a larger margin than the previous year.[173]

With relatively little buzz surrounding its 2010–11 pilots, compounded by a sexual harassment[image: External link] lawsuit against him, Stephen McPherson resigned as ABC Entertainment Group president on July 27, 2010. Paul Lee[image: External link] (who previously served as the president of sister cable channel ABC Family) was announced as his replacement that same day.[174][175]

On April 14, 2011, ABC canceled the long-running soap operas All My Children[image: External link] and One Life to Live[image: External link] after 41 and 43 years on the air, respectively[176] (following backlash from fans, ABC sold the rights to both shows to Prospect Park[image: External link], which eventually revived the soaps on Hulu for one additional season in 2013 and with both companies suing one another for allegations of interference with the process of reviving the shows, failure to pay licensing fees and issues over ABC's use of certain characters from One Life to Live on General Hospital during the transition[177][178]). The talk/lifestyle show that replaced One Life to Live, The Revolution[image: External link], failed to generate satisfactory ratings and was in turn canceled after only seven months. The 2011–12 season[image: External link] saw ABC drop to fourth place in the 18–49 demographic despite renewing a handful of new shows (including freshmen dramas Scandal[image: External link], Revenge[image: External link] and Once Upon a Time[image: External link]) for second seasons.[179]

In 2012, ABC News and Univision Communications[image: External link] announced a partnership to launch an English-language cable news channel primarily aimed at younger English-speaking Hispanics; the new network, Fusion[image: External link], launched on October 28, 2013.[180][181][182] The 2012–13 season failed to live up to the previous year, with only one drama, Nashville[image: External link], and one comedy, The Neighbors[image: External link], earning a second season renewal.

The 2013–14 season[image: External link] was a slight improvement for ABC with three new hits in The Goldbergs[image: External link], Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link] and Resurrection[image: External link], all of which were renewed; however, that season saw the cancellations of holdovers The Neighbors (which languished in its new Friday time slot despite being bookended by Last Man Standing and Shark Tank) and Suburgatory[image: External link]. NBC, which had lagged behind ABC for eight years, finished the season in first place in the 18–49 demographic for the first time since 2004, and in second place in total viewership behind long-dominant CBS. ABC itself would finish the season in third place as Fox crashed to fourth in both demographics.

The 2014–15 season[image: External link] saw moderate hits in Black-ish[image: External link] (the first series on the four major U.S. networks to feature a predominately African-American cast since 2006) and major successes in How to Get Away with Murder[image: External link] (which, alongside Grey's Anatomy and Scandal, became one of the centerpieces of a new Thursday drama lineup, "TGIT", composed of dramas executive produced by Shonda Rhimes[image: External link]). New hits came in with fellow new comedy Fresh Off the Boat[image: External link], a new drama Secrets and Lies[image: External link] and a low rated but critically acclaimed show American Crime[image: External link], all of which were renewed. However, that season saw cancellations of Resurrection and Revenge.

By November 2015, ABC was creating a digital slate called internal ABC3 for its WatchABC video streaming app.[183] The ABC3 slate of 7 comedy and lifestyle short series debuted under the ABCd banner along with 38 older series under a revamped and renamed ABC app on July 13, 2016.[184]

The 2015–16 season[image: External link] saw breakout hits such as Quantico[image: External link].
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Main articles: List of programs broadcast by American Broadcasting Company[image: External link] and ESPN on ABC[image: External link]


The ABC television network provides 89 hours of regularly scheduled network programming each week. The network provides 22 hours of prime time programming to affiliated stations from 8:00–11:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday (all times Eastern and Pacific Time) and 7:00–11:00 p.m. on Sundays.

Daytime programming is also provided from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. weekdays (with a one-hour break at 12:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific for stations to air newscasts, other locally produced programming such as talk shows, or syndicated programs) featuring the talk/lifestyle shows The View[image: External link] and The Chew[image: External link] and the soap opera General Hospital[image: External link]. ABC News programming includes Good Morning America from 7:00 to 9:00 a.m. weekdays (along with one-hour weekend editions); nightly editions of ABC World News Tonight[image: External link] (whose weekend editions are occasionally subject to abbreviation or preemption due to sports telecasts overrunning into the program's timeslot), the Sunday political talk show[image: External link] This Week, early morning news programs World News Now[image: External link] and America This Morning[image: External link] and the late night newsmagazine Nightline[image: External link]. Late nights feature the weeknight talk show Jimmy Kimmel Live![image: External link].

The network's three-hour Saturday morning children's programming timeslot is programmed by syndication distributor Litton Entertainment[image: External link], which produces Litton's Weekend Adventure[image: External link] under an arrangement in which the programming block[image: External link] is syndicated exclusively to ABC owned-and-operated and affiliated stations, rather than being leased out directly by the network to Litton.

Sports programming is also provided on some weekend afternoons at any time from 12:00 to 6:00 p.m. Eastern Time (9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Pacific) and, during college football[image: External link] season, during prime time on Saturday nights as part of the Saturday Night Football[image: External link] package. Due to the erratic and (outside of college football[image: External link] season) highly inconsistent scheduling of sports programming on weekend afternoons since ESPN took over responsibilities for ABC's sports division in 2006, ABC carries the ESPN Sports Saturday[image: External link] block on Saturday late afternoons (featuring various ESPN-produced documentaries), and on Sundays either encores of primetime reality series, cancelled series being burned off[image: External link] that had no room on the primetime schedule, occasional theatrical films which were acquired by the network in the early to mid-2000s that no longer have a primetime slot to air in or more recently, figure skating[image: External link] and gymnastics[image: External link] specials supplied by Disson Skating, when no sports telecasts are scheduled, usually airing between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time. During the summer, ABC airs ESPN-produced highlight compilation programs for The Open Championship[image: External link] golf and The Wimbledon[image: External link] tennis tournaments to provide some presence for both events on American broadcast television. ABC also carries various X Games[image: External link] weekend events not broadcast by ESPN. ABC airs NBA games on Sundays, normally starting in January as "NBA Sunday Showcase" during the regular season, and shows Christmas Day games, regularly between 2–7 PM ET, and NBA playoff games during the weekends, and exclusive rights to the NBA Finals[image: External link].
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 Daytime




Main article: ABC Daytime[image: External link]


ABC's daytime schedule currently features talk shows The View[image: External link] and The Chew[image: External link], and the soap opera General Hospital[image: External link], the latter of which is the longest-running entertainment program in the history of the ABC television network, having aired since 1963. ABC also broadcasts the morning news program Good Morning America[image: External link] and has done so since 1975, though that program is not considered to be part of the ABC Daytime block. In addition to the long-running All My Children[image: External link] (1970–2011) and One Life to Live[image: External link] (1968–2012), notable past soap operas seen on the daytime lineup include Ryan's Hope[image: External link], Dark Shadows[image: External link], Loving[image: External link], The City[image: External link] and Port Charles[image: External link]. ABC also aired the last nine years of the Procter & Gamble[image: External link]-produced soap The Edge of Night[image: External link], following its cancellation by CBS in 1975. ABC Daytime has also aired a number of game shows, including The Dating Game[image: External link], The Newlywed Game[image: External link], Let's Make a Deal[image: External link], Password[image: External link], Split Second[image: External link], The $10,000/$20,000 Pyramid[image: External link], Family Feud[image: External link], The Better Sex[image: External link], Trivia Trap[image: External link], All-Star Blitz[image: External link] and Hot Streak[image: External link].
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 Specials




ABC currently holds the broadcast rights to the Academy Awards, Emmy Awards (which are rotated across all four major networks on a year-to-year basis), American Music Awards[image: External link], Disney Parks Christmas Day Parade[image: External link], Tournament of Roses Parade[image: External link], Country Music Association Awards[image: External link] and the CMA Music Festival[image: External link]. Since 2000, ABC has also owned the television rights to most of the Peanuts[image: External link] television specials, having acquired the broadcast rights from CBS, which originated the specials in 1965 with the debut of A Charlie Brown Christmas[image: External link] (other Peanuts specials broadcast annually by ABC, including A Charlie Brown Christmas, include It's the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown[image: External link] and A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving[image: External link]).

Since 1974, ABC has generally aired Dick Clark's New Year's Rockin' Eve[image: External link] on New Year's Eve[image: External link] (hosted first by its creator Dick Clark, and later by his successor Ryan Seacrest[image: External link]); the only exception was in 1999, when ABC put it on a one-year hiatus to provide coverage of the international millennium festivities[image: External link], though Clark's traditional countdown from Times Square was still featured within the coverage. ABC has also aired the Miss America[image: External link] pageant from 1954 to 1956, 1997 to 2005 (with the television rights being assumed by cable channel TLC[image: External link] in 2006, when the pageant moved from its longtime homebase in Atlantic City[image: External link] to Las Vegas, before returning to Atlantic City in 2013) and since 2011. Under its current contract with the Miss America Organization[image: External link], ABC will continue to broadcast the pageant through 2016.[185]

In 2015, ABC began airing the ESPY Awards[image: External link] show, which normally aired on ESPN before 2015. In the ABC debut of the ESPY's, Caitlyn Jenner[image: External link] was awarded the Arthur Ash Award for courage, after she announced in a 20/20 interview, that she was becoming transgender.
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 Programming library




ABC owns nearly all its in-house television and theatrical productions made from the 1970s onward, with the exception of certain co-productions with producers (for example, The Commish[image: External link] is now owned by the estate of its producer, Stephen Cannell[image: External link]). Worldwide video rights are currently owned by various companies, for example, MGM Home Entertainment[image: External link] via 20th Century Fox Home Entertainment[image: External link] owns U.S. video rights to many of ABC's feature films.

When the FCC imposed its fin-syn[image: External link] rules in 1970, ABC proactively created two companies: Worldvision Enterprises as a syndication distributor, and ABC Circle Films as a production company. However, between the publication and implementation of these regulations, the separation of the network's catalog was made in 1973. The broadcast rights to pre-1973 productions were transferred to Worldvision, which became independent in the same year. The company has been sold several times since Paramount Television[image: External link] acquired it in 1999, and has most recently been absorbed into CBS Television Distribution[image: External link], a unit of CBS Corporation[image: External link]. Nonetheless, Worldvision sold portions of its catalog, including the Ruby-Spears[image: External link] and Hanna-Barbera libraries, to Turner Broadcasting System[image: External link] in 1991. With Disney's 1996 purchase of ABC, ABC Circle Films was absorbed into Touchstone Television, a Disney subsidiary which in turn was renamed ABC Studios in 2007.[156]

Also part of the library are most films in the David O. Selznick[image: External link] library, the Cinerama Productions[image: External link]/Palomar theatrical library (with the exception of those films produced in Cinerama which are now under the control of Pacific Theatres[image: External link] and Flicker Alley), the Selmur Productions catalog that the network acquired some years back, and the in-house productions it continues to produce (such as America's Funniest Home Videos[image: External link], Grey's Anatomy[image: External link], General Hospital, and ABC News productions), although Disney–ABC Domestic Television[image: External link] (formerly known as Buena Vista Television) handles domestic television distribution, while Disney–ABC International Television[image: External link] (formerly known as Buena Vista International Television) handles international television distribution.
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 Stations




Main articles: List of ABC television affiliates (by U.S. state)[image: External link], List of ABC television affiliates (table)[image: External link], and ABC Owned Television Stations[image: External link]


Since its inception, ABC has had many affiliated stations, which include WABC-TV and WPVI-TV, the first two stations to carry the network's programming. As of March 2015, ABC has eight owned-and-operated stations, and current and pending affiliation agreements with 235 additional television stations encompassing 49 states, the District of Columbia, four U.S. possessions, Bermuda[image: External link] and Saba[image: External link];[186][187] this makes ABC the largest U.S. broadcast television network by total number of affiliates. The network has an estimated national reach of 96.26% of all households in the United States (or 300,794,157 Americans with at least one television set).

Currently, New Jersey[image: External link], Rhode Island[image: External link] and Delaware[image: External link] are the only U.S. states where ABC does not have a locally licensed affiliate (New Jersey is served by New York City O&O WABC-TV and Philadelphia O&O WPVI-TV; Rhode Island is served by New Bedford, Massachusetts[image: External link]-licensed WLNE[image: External link]; and Delaware is served by WPVI and Salisbury, Maryland[image: External link] affiliate WMDT[image: External link]). ABC maintains affiliations with low-power stations (broadcasting either in analog or digital) in a few markets, such as Birmingham, Alabama[image: External link] ( WBMA-LD[image: External link]), Lima, Ohio[image: External link] ( WLQP-LP[image: External link]) and South Bend, Indiana[image: External link] ( WBND-LD[image: External link]). In some markets, including the former two mentioned, these stations also maintain digital simulcasts on a subchannel of a co-owned/co-managed full-power television station.

The network has the unusual distinction of having separately owned and operated affiliates which serve the same market in Tampa, Florida[image: External link] (WFTS-TV and WWSB[image: External link]), Lincoln, Nebraska[image: External link] ( KLKN-TV[image: External link] and KHGI-TV[image: External link]), and Grand Rapids, Michigan[image: External link] ( WZZM[image: External link] and WOTV[image: External link]), with an analogous situation arising in Kansas City, Missouri[image: External link] ( KMBC-TV[image: External link] and KQTV[image: External link]). KQTV is licensed to St. Joseph, Missouri[image: External link], which is designated by Nielsen[image: External link] as a separate market from Kansas City despite being located within 55 miles (89 km) of one another, while WWSB, KHGI and WOTV serve areas that do not receive an adequate signal from their market's primary ABC affiliate (in the case of WWSB, this dates back to when WTSP[image: External link] was Tampa's primary ABC affiliate prior to 1994, with the former being necessitated to serve the southern part of the Tampa market including the station's city of license[image: External link], Sarasota[image: External link], due to WTSP's transmitter being short-spaced to avoid interfering with the analog signal of Miami[image: External link] affiliate WPLG[image: External link] – which like WTSP, broadcast on VHF channel 10).

The Sinclair Broadcast Group[image: External link] is the largest operator of ABC stations by numerical total, owning or providing services to 28 ABC affiliates and two additional subchannel-only affiliates; Sinclair owns the largest ABC subchannel affiliate by market size, WABM-DT2[image: External link]/ WDBB-DT2[image: External link] in the Birmingham market, which serve as repeaters of WBMA-LD (which itself is also simulcast on a subchannel of former WBMA satellite WGWW[image: External link], owned by Sinclair partner company Howard Stirk Holdings[image: External link]). The E. W. Scripps Company[image: External link] is the largest operator of ABC stations in terms of overall market reach, owning 15 ABC-affiliated stations (including affiliates in larger markets such as Cleveland[image: External link], Phoenix[image: External link], Detroit[image: External link] and Denver[image: External link]), and through its ownership of Phoenix[image: External link] affiliate KNXV, Las Vegas affiliate KTNV-TV[image: External link] and Tucson[image: External link] affiliate KGUN-TV[image: External link], the only provider of ABC programming for the majority of Arizona[image: External link] (outside of the Yuma[image: External link]-El Centro[image: External link] market) and Southern Nevada[image: External link].
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 Facilities and studios




All of ABC's owned-and-operated stations and affiliates have had their own facilities and studios, but transverse entities have been created to produce national programming. As a result, television series were produced by ABC Circle Films beginning in 1962 and by Touchstone Television beginning in 1985, before Touchstone was reorganized as ABC Studios[image: External link] in February 2007. Since the 1950s, ABC has had two main production facilities: the ABC Television Center (now The Prospect Studios) on Prospect Avenue[image: External link] in Hollywood, California[image: External link], shared with the operations of KABC-TV until 1999; and the ABC Television Center, East, a set of studios located throughout the New York City.

ABC owns several facilities in New York grouped mainly on West 66th Street. The main set of facilities is on the corner of Columbus Avenue and West 66th Street. In total, ABC's facilities occupy a combined 9,755 square meters (105,000 sq ft) of the 14,864 square meters (159,990 sq ft) of the blocks they encompass. The aforementioned set includes:


	The official headquarters at 77 West 66th Street, a 22-story building built in 1988 on a 175 feet (53 m) × 200 feet (61 m) plot;

	A pair of buildings at 149–155 Columbus Avenue (with one building comprising 10 stories and the other seven, and both containing glass bays connecting them to each other), constructed on a 100 feet (30 m) × 200 feet (61 m) plot;

	30–34 West 67th Street, a 15-story building with a facade on the 66th and 67th Street on a 100 feet (30 m) × 100 feet (30 m) plot;

	The former First Battery of New York National Guard, a five-story building located at number 56 on the other side of the street, on a 174 feet (53 m) × 100 feet (30 m) plot;

	ABC also owns 47 West 66th Street, one of three 14-story buildings on a 375 feet (114 m) x 100 feet (30 m) plot. From 1983 to 2013, Disney leased 70,000 square feet (6,500 m2) at 157 Columbus Avenue, just on the other side of 67th Street.[188]




ABC also owns the Times Square Studios[image: External link] at 1500 Broadway on land in Times Square[image: External link] owned by a development fund for the 42nd Street[image: External link] Project; opened in 1999, Good Morning America and Nightline are broadcast from this particular facility. ABC News has premises a little further on West 66th Street, in a six-story building occupying a 196 feet (60 m) × 379 feet (116 m) plot at 121–135 West End Avenue[image: External link]. The block of West 66th street between Central Park West and Columbus Ave which houses the ABC News building was renamed Peter Jennings Way in 2006 in honor of the recently deceased longtime ABC News chief anchor and anchor of World News Tonight.[189]
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 Related services





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Video-on-demand services




ABC maintains several video on demand[image: External link] services for delayed viewing of the network's programming, including a traditional VOD service called ABC on Demand, which is carried on most traditional cable and IPTV[image: External link] providers. The Walt Disney Company is also a part-owner of Hulu[image: External link] (as part of a consortium that includes, among other parties, the respective parent companies of NBC and Fox, NBCUniversal[image: External link] and 21st Century Fox[image: External link]), and has offered full-length episodes of most of ABC's programming through the streaming[image: External link] service since July 6, 2009 (which are available for viewing on Hulu's website and mobile app[image: External link], and since July 2016, through Yahoo! View[image: External link] as part of Hulu's spin-off of their free service to Yahoo),[190] as part of an agreement reached in April that year that also allowed Disney to acquire a 27% ownership stake in Hulu.

In May 2013, ABC launched "WATCH ABC", a revamp of its traditional multi-platform streaming services encompassing the network's existing streaming portal at ABC.com and a mobile app[image: External link] for smartphones[image: External link] and tablet computers[image: External link]; in addition to providing full-length episodes of ABC programs, the service allows live programming streams of local ABC affiliates in select markets (the first such offering by a U.S. broadcast network). Similar to sister network ESPN's WatchESPN[image: External link] service (which originated the "WATCH" brand used by the streaming services of Disney's television networks), live streams of ABC stations are only available to authenticated subscribers of participating pay television providers[image: External link] in certain markets. New York City O&O WABC-TV and Philadelphia O&O WPVI-TV were the first stations to offer streams of their programming on the service (with a free preview[image: External link] for non-subscribers through June 2013), with the six remaining ABC O&Os offering streams by the start of the 2013–14 season. Hearst Television[image: External link] also reached a deal to offer streams of its ABC affiliates (including stations in Boston[image: External link], Kansas City[image: External link], Milwaukee[image: External link] and West Palm Beach[image: External link]) on the service, though as of 2016 these stations are only available for live-streaming for DirecTV[image: External link] subscribers.[191][192]

The most recent episodes of the network's shows are usually made available on WATCH ABC, Hulu and ABC on Demand the day after their original broadcast. In addition, ABC on Demand (like the video-on-demand television services provided by the other U.S. broadcast networks) disallows fast forwarding[image: External link] of accessed content. Restrictions implemented by Disney–ABC Television Group on January 7, 2014 restrict streaming of the most recent episode of any ABC program on Hulu and WATCH ABC until eight days after their initial broadcast, in order to encourage live or same-week (via both DVR[image: External link] and cable on demand) viewing, with day-after-air streaming on either service limited to subscribers of participating pay television providers (such as Comcast[image: External link], Verizon FiOS[image: External link] and Time Warner Cable[image: External link]) using an ISP[image: External link] account via an authenticated user login.
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 ABC HD




ABC's master feed is transmitted in 720p[image: External link] high definition[image: External link], the native resolution format for The Walt Disney Company's U.S. television properties. However, most of Hearst Television's 16 ABC-affiliated stations transmit the network's programming in 1080i[image: External link] HD, while 11 other affiliates owned by various companies carry the network feed in 480i[image: External link] standard definition[image: External link][186] either due to technical considerations for affiliates of other major networks that carry ABC programming on a digital subchannel or because a primary feed ABC affiliate has not yet upgraded their transmission equipment to allow content to be presented in HD.

ABC began its conversion to high definition[image: External link] with the launch of its simulcast feed, ABC HD, on September 16, 2001 at the start of the 2001–02 season[image: External link], with its scripted prime time series becoming the first shows to upgrade to the format. The network's slate of freshmen scripted series were broadcast in HD from their debuts, while all scripted series held over from the 2000–01 season[image: External link] were converted from standard-definition[image: External link] to high definition beginning that season.

With the 2011 cancellation of Supernanny[image: External link], Extreme Makeover: Home Edition[image: External link] became the only remaining program on the network's schedule that was broadcast in 4:3[image: External link] standard definition. All of the network's programming has been presented in HD since January 2012 (with the exception of certain holiday[image: External link] specials produced prior to 2005 – such as the Peanuts specials and Rudolph's Shiny New Year[image: External link] – which continue to be presented in 4:3 SD), when Extreme Makeover: Home Edition ended its run as a regular series and One Life to Live (which had been presented in 16:9[image: External link] standard definition since 2010) also ended its ABC run. The affiliate-syndicated Saturday morning E/I block Litton's Weekend Aventure is also broadcast in HD, and was the first children's program block on any U.S. broadcast network to feature programs available in the format upon its September 2011 debut.

On September 1, 2016, ABC began to use 16:9[image: External link] framing for all of most graphical imaging (primarily the network's logo bug, in-program promotions and generic closing credit sequences as well as sports telecasts, where the BottomLine and scoreboard elements now extend outside the 4:3 frame), requiring its stations and pay television providers to display its programming in a compulsory widescreen[image: External link] format, either in high definition or standard definition; with the change, some programs (such as Grey's Anatomy, The Goldbergs and Quantico) also began positioning their main on-screen credits outside of the 4:3 aspect ratio. This leaves CBS[image: External link] and The CW[image: External link] as the last two major networks to continue to prefer 4:3 framing for graphics.
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 Analysis




Since its inception, the American Broadcasting Company has evolved with the development of various assets, many of which have been sold. The company originates from a radio network that went on the air in 1927, was forced by law to separate from its original parent company, and then became an independent company. The new company diversified rapidly in the emerging medium of television.

The company diversified again through its mergers with United Paramount Theatres in 1950 and later with Capital Cities in 1985. Under UPT, ABC was a sister company to a large theater chain, while under Capital Cities, it was a sister company to various publications. However, ABC was separated from its theaters by the time of the Capital Cities merger, and from its sister newspapers during Disney's purchase of the network in 1996.

A 1993 annual corporate report indicated that 70% of Capital Cities/ABC's revenue came from the sale of advertising space, and for the rest, the two main positions were subscriptions to pay television channels and direct sales of books and journals.[140]
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 Visual identity




The ABC logo has evolved many times since the network's creation in 1943. The network's first logo, introduced in 1946, consisted of a television screen containing the letters "T" and "V", with a vertical ABC microphone in the center,[193] referencing the network's roots in radio. When the ABC-UPT merger was finalized in 1953, the network introduced a new logo based on the seal of the Federal Communications Commission, with the letters "ABC" enclosed in a circular shield[image: External link] surmounted by the bald eagle[image: External link].[193] In 1957, just before the television network began its first color broadcasts, the ABC logo consisted of a tiny lowercase "abc" in the center of a large lowercase letter a, a design known as the "ABC Circle A".[193]

In 1962, graphic designer Paul Rand[image: External link] redesigned the ABC logo into its best-known (and current) form, with the lowercase letters "abc" enclosed in a single black circle. The new logo debuted on-air for ABC's promos at the start of the 1963–64 season. The letters are strongly reminiscent of the Bauhaus[image: External link] typeface designed by Herbert Bayer[image: External link] in the 1920s,[194] but also share similarities with several other fonts, such as ITC Avant Garde[image: External link] and Horatio, and most closely resembling Chalet. The logo's simplicity made it easier to redesign and duplicate, which conferred a benefit for ABC (mostly before the advent of computer graphics[image: External link]).

The 1970s and 1980s saw the emergence of many graphical imaging packages for the network which based the logo's setting mainly on special lighting effects then under development including white, blue, pink, rainbow neon and glittering dotted lines. Among the "ABC Circle" logo's many variants was a 1977 ID sequence that featured a bubble on a black background representing the circle with glossy gold letters, and as such, was the first ABC identification card to have a three-dimensional appearance.[193]

In 1983, for the 40th anniversary of the network's founding, ID sequences had the logo appear in a gold CGI[image: External link] design on a blue background, accompanied by the slogan "That Special Feeling" in a script font.[193] Ten years later, in 1993, the "ABC Circle" logo reverted to its classic white-on-black color scheme, but with gloss effects on both the circle and the letters, and a bronze border surrounding the circle.[193] The ABC logo first appeared as a on-screen bug[image: External link] in the 1993–94 season[image: External link], appearing initially only for 60 seconds at the beginning of an act or segment, before appearing throughout programs (except during commercial breaks) beginning in the 1995–96 season[image: External link]; the respective iterations of the translucent logo bug were also incorporated within program promotions until the 2011–12 season.

In 1998, the network began using a minimalist graphical identity, designed by Pittard Sullivan, featuring a small black-and-white "ABC Circle" logo on a yellow background (promotions during this time also featured a sequence of still photos of the stars of its programs during the timeslot card as well as the schedule sequence that began each night's prime time lineup).[193] A new four-note theme tune was introduced alongside the package, based around the network's "We Love TV" image campaign introduced that year, creating an audio signature on par with the NBC chimes[image: External link], CBS' various three-note soundmarks (including the current version used since 1992) and the Fox Fanfare[image: External link]. The four-note signature has been updated with every television season thereafter (though variants of it used since the 1998–99 season[image: External link] remain in use during the production company vanity cards shown following the closing credits of most programs). In the fall of 2015, ABC stopped with its 1998–2002 four-note jingles for the production company vanity cards following the closing credits of most of its programs over seventeen years, now it has a different and adventure-type music (which is a modified version of "You Lift Me Up" by Mikey Wax[image: External link]), including the drums or the chorus of the network's four-note signature. Also, a new music is also currently heard on the network's tonight lineup and the intros for each ABC show.

In 2000, ABC launched a web-based promotional campaign focused around its circle logo, also called "the dot", in which comic book character Little Dot[image: External link] prompted visitors to "download the dot", a program which would cause the ABC logo to fly around the screen and settle in the bottom-right corner.[195] The network hired the Troika Design Group[image: External link] to design and produce its 2001–02 identity, which continued using the black-and-yellow coloring of the logo and featured dots and stripes in various promotional and identification spots.[196]

On June 16, 2007, ABC began to phase in a new imaging campaign for the upcoming 2007–08 season, "Start Here". Also developed by Troika, the on-air design was intended to emphasize the availability of ABC content across multiple platforms (in particular, using a system of icons representing different devices, such as television, computers and mobile devices), and "simplify and bring a lot more consistency and continuity to the visual representation of ABC". The ABC logo was also significantly redesigned as part of the transition, with a glossy "ball" effect that was specifically designed for HD. On-air, the logo was accompanied by animated water and ribbon effects. Red ribbons were used to represent the entertainment division, while blue ribbons were used for ABC News.[157][197]

A revised version of the ABC logo was introduced for promotions for the 2013–14 season during the network's upfront[image: External link] presentation on May 14, 2013, and officially introduced on-air on May 30 (although some affiliates implemented the new design prior to then), as part of an overhaul of ABC's identity by design agency LoyalKaspar. The updated logo carries a simpler gloss design than the previous version, and contains lettering more closely resembling Paul Rand's original version of the circle logo. The logo is displayed on-air, online and in print advertising in four variants shading the respective color used with the circle design's native black coloring: a gold version is primarily used on entertainment-oriented outlets (such as ABC.com, WATCH ABC, and by ABC Studios) and the on-screen bug; steel blue and dark grey versions are used primarily by ABC News; a red version is used for ESPN on ABC[image: External link], while all four variants are used selectively in advertising and by affiliates. A new custom typeface[image: External link], "ABC Modern" (which was inspired by the logotype), was also created for use in advertising and other promotional materials.[198]
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 International development




The first attempts to internationalize the ABC television network date back to the 1950s, after Leonard Goldenson, following the United Paramount Theatres model, tried to use on ABC the same strategies he had made in expanding UPT's theater operation to the international market.[199] Leonard Goldenson said that ABC's first international activity was broadcasting the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] in June 1953; CBS and NBC were unable to cover the coronation live due to respective issues with technical problems and flight delays.[200] NBC's plane landed in Latin America[image: External link][ where?[image: External link]], leading ABC to learn of subsidiaries in that region.[200] Goldenson tried international investing, having ABC invest in the Latin American market, acquiring a 51% interest in a network covering Central America[image: External link].[201] Goldenson also cited interest in Japan in the early 1950s,[202] acquiring a 5% stake in two new domestic networks, the Mainichi Broadcasting System[image: External link] in 1951 and Nihon Educational Television[image: External link] in 1957.[202] Goldenson also invested in broadcasting properties in Beirut[image: External link] in the mid-1960s.[203]

The idea was to create a network of wholly and partially owned channels, and affiliates to rebroadcast the network's programs. In 1959, this rerun activity was completed with program syndication, with ABC Films selling programs to networks not owned by ABC.[204] The arrival of satellite television ended the need for ABC to hold interests in other countries;[109] many governments also wanted to increase their independence and strengthen legislation to limit foreign ownership of broadcasting properties. As a result, ABC was forced to sell all of its interests in international networks, mainly in Japan and Latin America, in the 1970s.[69]

A second period of international expansion is linked to that of the ESPN network in the 1990s, and policies enacted in the 2000s by Disney Media Networks (which included the expansion of several of the company's U.S.-based cable networks including Disney Channel and its spinoffs Toon Disney, Playhouse Disney[image: External link] and Jetix[image: External link]; although Disney also sold its 33% stake in European sports channel Eurosport[image: External link] for $155 million in June 2000[205]). In contrast to Disney's other channels, ABC is broadcast in the United States, although the network's programming is syndicated in many countries. The policy regarding wholly owned international networks was revived in 2004 when on September 27 of that year, ABC announced the launch of ABC1[image: External link], a free-to-air[image: External link] channel in the United Kingdom[image: External link] owned by the ABC Group.[206] However, on September 8, 2007, Disney announced that it would discontinue ABC1 citing to the channel's inability to attain sustainable viewership.[207] With ABC1's shutdown that October, the company's attempt to develop ABC International were discontinued.[207]

Prior to the ABC1 closure, on October 10, 2006, Disney–ABC Television Group entered into an agreement with satellite provider Dish TV[image: External link] to carry its ABC News Now channel in India[image: External link].[208]
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 Movies produced by ABC or its divisions




Main article: List of films produced by American Broadcasting Company[image: External link]
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After school Special






This article is about the genre of children's television programming. For the ABC television series, see ABC Afterschool Special[image: External link]. For other uses, see After School Special (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The American Broadcasting Company coined the term after school special in 1972[1] with a series of made-for-television movies, usually dealing with controversial or socially relevant issues, that were generally broadcast in the late afternoon and meant to be viewed by school-age children, particularly teenagers. The specials were generally broadcast four to six times during the school year, pre-empting local programming that would usually follow the network schedule in the late afternoon hours.

CBS[image: External link] distributed its own productions as the CBS Afternoon Playhouse (later known as CBS Schoolbreak Special[image: External link]). It also had a program called Famous Classic Tales[image: External link], which aired Australian cartoons that were adapted from literature books (similar to Family Classic Tales[image: External link]). NBC had afterschool programs under the umbrella title Special Treat[image: External link]. ABC had the ABC Afterschool Special[image: External link]; similar programs included The ABC Saturday Superstar Movie[image: External link] and the ABC Weekend Special[image: External link].

See also


	
Last of the Curlews[image: External link] – The very first ABC Afterschool Special[image: External link] (1972)[image: External link], and one of very few animated[image: External link] ones.

	Degrassi (franchise)[image: External link]

	Schoolhouse Rock![image: External link]

	Very special episode[image: External link]

	
Public information film[image: External link] – In the UK, extended versions of these were shown in schools. These were often about safety.

	
WonderWorks[image: External link] – Produced several afterschool-type specials for PBS
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Burger King






"BK" redirects here. For other uses, see BK (disambiguation)[image: External link].

This article is about the restaurant chain. For other uses, see Burger King (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Burger King (BK) is an American global chain[image: External link] of hamburger[image: External link] fast food restaurants[image: External link]. Headquartered in the unincorporated area[image: External link] of Miami-Dade County, Florida[image: External link], the company was founded in 1953 as InstaBurger King, a Jacksonville, Florida[image: External link]-based restaurant chain. After Insta-Burger King ran into financial difficulties in 1954, its two Miami-based franchisees David Edgerton[image: External link] and James McLamore[image: External link] purchased the company and renamed it "Burger King". Over the next half-century, the company would change hands four times, with its third set of owners, a partnership of TPG Capital[image: External link], Bain Capital[image: External link], and Goldman Sachs Capital Partners[image: External link], taking it public in 2002. In late 2010, 3G Capital[image: External link] of Brazil acquired a majority stake in the company, in a deal valued at US$3.26 billion. The new owners promptly initiated a restructuring of the company to reverse its fortunes. 3G, along with partner Berkshire Hathaway[image: External link], eventually merged the company with the Canadian-based doughnut chain Tim Hortons[image: External link], under the auspices of a new Canadian-based parent company named Restaurant Brands International[image: External link].

The 1970s were the "Golden Age" of the company's advertising[image: External link], but beginning in the early-1980s, Burger King advertising began losing focus. A series of less successful advertising campaigns created by a procession of advertising agencies continued for the next two decades. In 2003, Burger King hired the Miami-based advertising agency Crispin Porter + Bogusky[image: External link] (CP+B), who completely reorganized its advertising with a series of new campaigns centered on a redesigned Burger King character nicknamed "The King", accompanied by a new online presence. While highly successful, some of CP+B's commercials were derided for perceived sexism[image: External link] or cultural insensitivity. Burger King's new owner, 3G Capital, later terminated the relationship with CP+B in 2011 and moved its advertising to McGarryBowen[image: External link], to begin a new product-oriented campaign with expanded demographic targeting[image: External link].

Burger King's menu[image: External link] has expanded from a basic offering of burgers, French fries, sodas, and milkshakes to a larger and more diverse set of products. In 1957, the " Whopper[image: External link]" became the first major addition to the menu, and it has become Burger King's signature product since. Conversely, BK has introduced many products, which failed to catch hold in the marketplace. Some of these failures in the United States have seen success in foreign markets, where BK has also tailored its menu for regional tastes. From 2002 to 2010, Burger King aggressively targeted the 18–34 male demographic with larger products that often carried correspondingly large amounts of unhealthy fats and trans-fats[image: External link]. This tactic would eventually damage the company's financial underpinnings, and cast a negative pall on its earnings. Beginning in 2011, the company began to move away from its previous male-oriented menu and introduce new menu items, product reformulations and packaging, as part of its current owner 3G Capital's restructuring plans of the company.

As of December 31, 2016, Burger King reported it had 15,738 outlets in 100 countries. Of these, 47.5% are in the United States and 99.5% are privately owned and operated[image: External link], with its new owners moving to an almost entirely franchised model in 2013. BK has historically used several variations of franchising[image: External link] to expand its operations. The manner in which the company licenses its franchisees varies depending on the region, with some regional franchises, known as master franchises[image: External link], responsible for selling franchise sub-licenses on the company's behalf. Burger King's relationship with its franchises has not always been harmonious. Occasional spats between the two have caused numerous issues, and in several instances, the company's and its licensees' relations have degenerated into precedent-setting court cases. Burger King's Australian franchise Hungry Jack's[image: External link] is the only franchise to operate under a different name, due to a trademark dispute and a series of legal cases between the two.
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 History




Main article: History of Burger King[image: External link]


The predecessor to Burger King was founded in 1953 in Jacksonville, Florida[image: External link], as Insta-Burger King. After visiting the McDonald brothers'[image: External link] original store location in San Bernardino, California[image: External link], the founders and owners (Keith J. Kramer and his wife's uncle Matthew Burns), who had purchased the rights to two pieces of equipment called "Insta-machines", opened their first restaurants. Their production model was based on one of the machines they had acquired, an oven called the "Insta-Broiler". This strategy proved to be so successful that they later required all of their franchises to use the device.[2][3] After the company faltered in 1959, it was purchased by its Miami, Florida, franchisees, James McLamore and David R. Edgerton. They initiated a corporate restructuring of the chain, first renaming the company Burger King. They ran the company as an independent entity for eight years (eventually expanding to over 250 locations in the United States), before selling it to the Pillsbury Company[image: External link] in 1967.[2]:28

Pillsbury's management tried several times to restructure Burger King during the late 1970s and the early 1980s. The most prominent change came in 1978 when Burger King hired McDonald's[image: External link] executive Donald N. Smith[image: External link] to help revamp the company. In a plan called "Operation Phoenix",[3]:118 Smith restructured corporate business practices at all levels of the company. Changes included updated franchise agreements,[4] a broader menu[3]:119[4]:66 and new standardized restaurant designs. Smith left Burger King for PepsiCo[image: External link] in 1980[5] shortly before a system-wide decline in sales.

Pillsbury's Executive Vice President of Restaurant Operations Norman E. Brinker[image: External link] was tasked with turning the brand around, and strengthening its position against its main rival McDonald's. One of his initiatives was a new advertising campaign featuring a series of attack ads[image: External link] against its major competitors. This campaign started a competitive period between Burger King, McDonald's, and top burger chains known as the Burger wars[image: External link].[6] Brinker left Burger King in 1984, to take over Dallas-based gourmet burger chain Chili's[image: External link].[7]

Smith and Brinker's efforts were initially effective,[8] but after their respective departures, Pillsbury relaxed or discarded many of their changes, and scaled back on construction of new locations. These actions stalled corporate growth and sales declined again, eventually resulting in a damaging fiscal slump for Burger King and Pillsbury.[9][10] Poor operation and ineffectual leadership continued to bog down the company for many years.[10][11]

Pillsbury was eventually acquired by the British entertainment conglomerate Grand Metropolitan[image: External link] in 1989.[12][13] Initially, Grand Met attempted to bring the chain top profitability under newly minted CEO Barry Gibbons; the changes he initiated during his two-year tenure were hit or miss. Successful new product introductions and tie-ins with The Walt Disney Company were offset by continuing image problems and ineffectual advertising programs.[14] Additionally, Gibbons sold off several of the company's assets in attempt to profit from their sale and laid off many of its staff members.[15][16][17]

After Gibbon's departure, a series of CEOs each tried to repair the company's brand by changing the menu, bringing in new ad agencies and many other changes.[18][19][20] The parental disregard of the Burger King brand continued with Grand Metropolitan's merger with Guinness[image: External link] in 1997 when the two organizations formed the holding company Diageo[image: External link].[21] Eventually, the ongoing systematic institutional neglect of the brand through a string of owners damaged the company to the point where major franchises were driven out of business, and its total value was significantly decreased.[22] Diageo eventually decided to divest itself of the money-losing chain and put the company up for sale in 2000.[23][24]

The twenty-first century saw the company return to independence when it was purchased from Diageo by a group of investment firms led by TPG Capital[image: External link] for US$1.5 billion in 2002.[14][25] The new owners rapidly moved to revitalize and reorganize the company, culminating with the company being taken public in 2006 with a highly successful initial public offering[image: External link].[26][27] The firms' strategy for turning the chain around included a new advertising agency and new ad campaigns,[28][29][30] a revamped menu strategy,[31] a series of programs designed to revamp individual stores,[32] a new restaurant concept called the BK Whopper Bar[image: External link],[33] and a new design format called 20/20.[33] These changes successfully re-energized the company, leading to a score of profitable quarters.[34] Yet, despite the successes of the new owners, the effects of the financial crisis of 2007–2010[image: External link] weakened the company's financial outlooks while those of its immediate competitor McDonald's grew.[34][35] The falling value of Burger King eventually led to TPG and its partners divesting their interest in the chain in a US$3.26 billion sale to 3G Capital of Brazil.[36][37] Analysts from financial firms UBS[image: External link] and Stifel Nicolaus[image: External link] agreed that 3G would have to invest heavily in the company to help reverse its fortunes.[37][38] After the deal was completed, the company's stock was removed from the New York Stock Exchange, ending a four-year period as a public company.[39][40] The delisting of its stock was designed to help the company repair its fundamental business structures and continue working to close the gap with McDonald's without having to worry about pleasing shareholders.[38] In the United States domestic market[image: External link], the chain has fallen to third place in terms of same store sales behind Ohio-based Wendy's. The decline is the result of 11 consecutive quarters of same store sales decline.[41]

In August 2014, 3G announced that it planned to acquire the Canadian restaurant and coffee shop chain Tim Hortons[image: External link] and merge it with Burger King with backing from Warren Buffett[image: External link]'s Berkshire Hathaway[image: External link]. The two chains will retain separate operations post-merger, with Burger King remaining in its Miami headquarters.[42] A Tim Hortons representative stated that the proposed merger would allow Tim Hortons to leverage Burger King's resources for international growth. The combined company will be the third-largest international chain of fast food restaurants.[43][44] The deal lead to a controversy over the practice of tax inversions[image: External link], in which a company decreases the amount of taxes it pays by moving its headquarters to a tax haven[image: External link], a country with lower rates but maintains the majority of their operations in their previous location. As a high-profile instance of tax inversion, news of the merger was criticized by U.S. politicians, who felt that the move would result in a loss of tax revenue to foreign interests, and could result in further government pressure against inversions.[44][45][46][47]
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 Structure and operations




Burger King Holdings is the parent company of Burger King, also known as Burger King Corporation and abbreviated BKC, and is a Delaware corporation[image: External link] formed on July 23, 2002.[1]: A subsidiary, it derives its income from several sources, including property rental and sales through company owned restaurants;[1]: however, a substantial portion of its revenue is dependent on franchise fees.[1]: During the transitional period after the acquisition of the company by 3G Capital, Burger King's board of directors was co-chaired by John W. Chidsey, formerly CEO and chairman of the company, and Alex Behring[image: External link], managing partner of 3G Capital.[48] By April 2011, the new ownership completed the restructuring of Burger King's corporate management and Chidsey tendered his resignation, leaving Behring as CEO and chair.[49]

The company operates approximately 40 subsidiaries globally that oversee franchise operations, acquisitions and financial obligations such as pensions.[1]:Exhibit 21.1 One example of a subsidiary is Burger King Brands, Inc. which is responsible for the management of Burger King's intellectual properties. A wholly owned subsidiary established in 1990,[50] Burger King Brands owns and manages all trademarks, copyrights and domain names used by the restaurants in the United States and Canada. It also responsible for providing marketing and related services to the parent company.[51]

The majority of Burger King restaurants, approximately 90%, are privately held franchises.[52] In North America, Burger King Corporation is responsible for licensing operators and administering of stores. Internationally, the company often pairs with other parties to operate locations or it will outright sell the operational and administrative rights to a franchisee which is given the designation of master franchise[image: External link] for the territory. The master franchise will then be expected to sub-license new stores, provide training support, and ensure operational standards are maintained. In exchange for the oversight responsibilities, the master franchise will receive administrative and advertising support from Burger King Corporation to ensure a common marketing scheme.[53][54] The 3G Capital ownership group announced in April 2011 that it would begin divesting itself of many corporate owned locations with the intent to increase the number of privately held restaurants to 95%.[52]

As the franchisor for the brand, Burger King Holdings has several obligations and responsibilities; the company designs and deploys corporate training systems while overseeing brand standards such as building design and appearance.[32][55][56] The company also develops new products and deploys them after presenting them to its franchises for approval per a 2010 agreement between itself and the franchise ownership groups.[52] Burger King has limited approval over franchise operations such as minimum hours of operation and promotional pricing.[57][58] Additionally, Burger King designates approved vendors and distributors while ensuring safety standards at the productions facilities of its vendors.[1]:

Burger King is headquartered in a nine-story office tower by the Miami International Airport[image: External link] in unincorporated[image: External link] Miami-Dade County, Florida.[59] Elaine Walker of the Miami Herald[image: External link] stated that the headquarters has a "Burger King" sign that drivers on State Road 836[image: External link] "can't miss". In addition, the chain planned to build a neon sign on the roof to advertise the brand to passengers landing at the airport. On Monday July 8, 2002, 130 employees began working at the Burger King headquarters with the remainder moving in phases in August 2002. Prior to the moving to its current headquarters in 2002, Burger King had considered moving away from the Miami area; Miami-Dade County politicians and leaders lobbied against this, and Burger King stayed.[60] In August 2014, the future of the company's Miami headquarters was again in doubt as reports surfaced Burger King was in talks with Tim Hortons[image: External link] about buying the Canadian restaurant chain, with a view to relocating its headquarters to Canada where the corporate tax rate is lower.[61]

The company's previous headquarters were in a southern Dade County campus described by Walker as "sprawling" and "virtually hidden away".[60] The former headquarters were located on Old Cutler Boulevard in the Cutler[image: External link] census-designated place[image: External link].[62][63] The former Burger King headquarters as of 2007 houses rental offices for several companies.[64]
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 Franchises




Main article: Burger King franchises[image: External link]


When Burger King Corporation began franchising in 1959, it used a regional model where franchisees purchased the right to open stores within a geographic region.[3]:117[4]:64 These franchise[image: External link] agreements granted BKC very little oversight control of its franchisees and resulted in issues of product quality control, store image and design, and operational procedures.[3]:118[4]:64

During the 1970s, structural deficiencies in Burger King's franchise system became increasingly problematic for Pillsbury. A major example was the relationship between Burger King and Louisiana-based franchisee Chart House,[4]:64 Burger King's largest franchisee group at the time with over 350 locations in the United States. The company's owners, William and James Trotter, made several moves to take over or acquire Burger King during the 1970s, all of which were spurned by Pillsbury.[14] After the failed attempts to acquire the company, the relationship between Chart House and Burger King soured and eventually devolved into a lawsuit.[14] Chart House eventually spun off its Burger King operations in the early 1980s into a holding company called DiversiFoods which, in turn, was acquired by Pillsbury in 1984 and absorbed into Burger King's operations.[65][66]

As part of the franchising reorganization segment of Operation Phoenix, Donald N. Smith initiated a restructuring of future franchising agreements in 1978. Under this new franchise agreement, new owners were disallowed from living more than one hour from their restaurants – restricting them to smaller individuals or ownership groups and preventing large, multi-state corporations from owning franchises. Franchisee were also now prohibited from operating other chains, preventing them from diverting funds away from their Burger King holdings. This new policy effectively limited the size of franchisees and prevented larger franchises from challenging Burger King Corporation as Chart House had.[4]:64 Smith also sought to have BKC be the primary owner of new locations and rent or lease the restaurants to its franchises. This policy would allow the company to take over the operations of failing stores or evict those owners who would not conform to the company guidelines and policies.[14] By 1988, parent company Pillsbury had relaxed many of Smith's changes, scaled back on the construction of new locations which resulted in stalled growth of the brand.[9] Neglect of Burger King by new owner Grand Met and its successor Diageo[22] further hurt the standing of the brand, causing significant financial damage to BK franchises and straining relations between the parties.[67]

By 2001 and after nearly 18 years of stagnant growth, the state of its franchises was beginning to affect the value of the company. One of the franchises most heavily affected by the lack of growth was the nearly 400-store AmeriKing. By 2001, the franchise owner, which until this point had been struggling under a nearly US$300 million debt load and been shedding stores across the US, was forced to enter Chapter 11[image: External link] bankruptcy.[68] The failure of AmeriKing deeply affected the value of Burger King, and put negotiations between Diaego and the TPC Capital-led group on hold. The developments eventually forced Diaego to lower the total selling price of the chain by almost $750 million.[67] After the sale, newly appointed CEO Brad Blum[image: External link] initiated a program to help roughly 20 percent of its franchises, including its four largest, who were in financial distress, bankruptcy or had ceased operations altogether.[69] Partnering with California-based Trinity Capital, LLC, the company established the Franchisee Financial Restructuring Initiative, a program to address the financial issues facing BK's financially distressed franchisees. The initiative was designed to assist franchisees in restructuring their businesses to meet financial obligations, focus on restaurant operational excellence, reinvest in their operations, and return to profitability.[70]

Individual franchisees took advantage of the AmeriKing failure; one of BK's regional owners, Miami-based Al Cabrera, purchased 130 stores located primarily in the Chicago and the upper mid-west[image: External link] region, from the failed company for a price of $16 million, approximately 88 percent of their original value. The new company, which started out as Core Value Partners and eventually became Heartland Foods[image: External link], also purchased 120 additional stores from distressed owners and revamped them. The resulting purchases made Cabrera the largest minority franchisee of Burger King, and Heartland one of the company's top franchises.[71] By 2006, the company was valued at over $150 million, and was sold to New York–based GSO Capital Partners[image: External link].[72] Other purchasers included a three-way group of NFL[image: External link] athletes Kevin Faulk[image: External link], Marcus Allen[image: External link], and Michael Strahan[image: External link] who collectively purchased 17 stores in the cities of Norfolk[image: External link] and Richmond, Virginia[image: External link];[73] and Cincinnati[image: External link]-based franchisee Dave Devoy, who purchased 32 AmeriKing stores. After investing in new decor, equipment and staff retraining, many of the formerly failing stores have shown growth approaching 20 percent.[22]

As part of 3G's restructuring plan, the company decided to divest itself of its corporate owned locations by re-franchising them to private owners and become a 100% franchised operation by the end of 2013. The project, which began in April 2012, saw the company divest corporate-owned locations in Florida, Canada, Spain, Germany, and other regions.[74][75][76] The move gave the company a Q3, 2013 profit of US$68.2 million over the same quarter, 2012 of US$6.6 million.[74]

At the end of its 2013 fiscal year, Burger King is the second largest chain[image: External link] of hamburger fast food restaurants in terms of global locations,[1]:123 behind industry bellwether McDonald's (32,400 locations); it is the fourth largest fast food restaurant chain overall after Yum! Brands[image: External link] (parent of KFC[image: External link], Taco Bell[image: External link], and Pizza Hut[image: External link] totaling 37,000 locations),[77] McDonald's,[78] and Subway[image: External link] (32,000 locations).[79]
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 International operations




See also: List of countries with Burger King franchises[image: External link] and Hungry Jack's[image: External link]


While BK began its foray into locations outside of the continental United States[image: External link] in 1963 with a store in San Juan, Puerto Rico[image: External link],[80] it did not have an international presence until several years later. Shortly after the acquisition of the chain by Pillsbury, it opened its first Canadian restaurant in Windsor, Ontario[image: External link] in 1969.[4]:66[81] Other international locations followed soon after: Oceania in 1971 and Europe in 1975 with a restaurant in Madrid, Spain[image: External link].[82][83] Beginning in 1982, BK and its franchisees began operating stores in several East Asian[image: External link] countries, including Japan, Taiwan[image: External link], Singapore and South Korea.[14] Due to high competition, all of the Japanese locations were closed in 2001; however, BK reentered the Japanese market in June 2007.[84] BK's Central[image: External link] and South American operations began in Mexico in the late 1970s and by the early 1980s in Caracas, Venezuela[image: External link], Santiago, Chile[image: External link], and Buenos Aires, Argentina[image: External link].[14] While Burger King lags behind McDonald's in international locations by over 12,000 stores, as of 2008 it had managed to become the largest chain in several countries including Mexico and Spain.[85] The company divides its international operations into three segments; the Middle East, Europe and Africa division (EMEA), Asia-Pacific (APAC) and Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC).[1]:5 In each of these regions, Burger King has established several subsidiaries to develop strategic partnerships and alliances to expand into new territories. In its EMEA group, Burger King's Switzerland-based subsidiary Burger King Europe GmbH is responsible for the licensing and development of BK franchises in those regions.[1]:5, Exhibit 21:1[86] In APAC region, the Singapore-based BK AsiaPac, Pte. Ltd. business unit handles franchising for East Asia, the Asian subcontinent and all Oceanic territories.[1]:6, Exhibit 21:1[53][87] The LAC region includes Mexico, Central and South America and the Caribbean Islands and has no centralized operations group.[1]:6, Exhibit 21:1

Australia is the only country in which Burger King does not operate under its own name.[1]:6 When the company set about establishing operations down under in 1971, it found that its business name was already trademarked by a takeaway food shop in Adelaide[image: External link].[88] As a result, Burger King provided the Australian franchisee, Jack Cowin[image: External link], with a list of possible alternative names derived from pre-existing trademarks already registered by Burger King and its then corporate parent Pillsbury, that could be used to name the Australian restaurants. Cowin selected the "Hungry Jack" brand name, one of Pillsbury's US pancake mixture products, and slightly changed the name to a possessive form by adding an apostrophe[image: External link] "s" forming the new name Hungry Jack's.[82][89] After the expiration of the trademark in the late 1990s, Burger King unsuccessfully tried to introduce the brand to the continent. After losing a lawsuit filed against it by Hungry Jack's ownership, the company ceded the territory to its franchisee.[82] Hungry Jack's is now the only Burger King brand in Australia; Cowin's company Hungry Jack's PTY is the master franchise[image: External link] and thus is now responsible for oversight of the operations that country with Burger King only providing administrative and advertising support to ensure a common marketing scheme for the company and its products.[54]

Over a 10-year period starting in 2008, Burger King predicted 80 percent of its market share would be driven by foreign expansion, particularly in the Asia-Pacific and Indian subcontinent[image: External link] regional markets.[90] While the TPG-led group continued BK's international expansion by announcing plans to open new franchise locations in Eastern Europe, Africa and the Middle East, and Brazil, the company plan is focusing on the three largest markets – India, China, and Japan.[91][92][93][94] The company plans to add over 250 stores in these Asian territories, as well as other places such as Macau[image: External link], by the end of 2012.[95] Its expansion into the Indian market has the company at a competitive disadvantage with other fast food restaurants[image: External link] such as KFC[image: External link] because of the aversion of the country's large Hindu[image: External link] majority to beef. BK hopes to use their non-beef products, such as their TenderCrisp[image: External link] and TenderGrill[image: External link] chicken sandwiches, as well as other products like mutton sandwiches and veggie sandwiches, to help them overcome this hurdle to expand in that country.[90][96] 3G has reported that it will continue with the plans to grow globally, even ramping up the planned expansion to help increase their return on investment.[13]:1 It is expected that 3G Brazilian-based management connections in the region may help Burger King expand in Brazil and Latin America, where it has been having problems finding acceptable franchisees.[13]:2[97]
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 Controversies and legal cases




Main articles: Burger King legal issues[image: External link]; Burger King (Mattoon, Illinois)[image: External link]; and Burger King (Alberta)[image: External link]


Burger King has been involved in several legal disputes and cases, as both plaintiff and defendant, in the years since its founding in 1954. Depending on the ownership and executive staff at the time of these incidents, the company's responses to these challenges have ranged from a conciliatory dialog with its critics and litigants, to a more aggressive opposition with questionable tactics and negative consequences.[98][99][100][101] The company's response to these various issues has drawn praise[102][103] as well as accusations of political appeasement from different parties over the years.[104]

A trademark dispute involving the owners of the identically named Burger King in Mattoon, Illinois[image: External link], led to a federal lawsuit. The case's outcome helped define the scope of the Lanham act[image: External link] and trademark law[image: External link] in the United States.[105] An existing trademark held by a shop of the same name in South Australia forced the company to change its name in Australia,[106] while another state trademark in Texas forced the company to abandon its signature product, the Whopper, in several counties around San Antonio.[107] The company was only able to enter northern Alberta[image: External link], in Canada[image: External link], in 1995, after it paid the founders of another chain named Burger King[image: External link].[108]

Legal decisions from other suits have set contractual law precedents in regards to long-arm statutes[image: External link], the limitations of franchise agreements[image: External link], and ethical business practices.[109][110] Many of these decisions have helped define general business dealings that continue to shape the entire marketplace.[111][112][113]

Controversies and disputes have arisen with groups such as People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals[image: External link] (PETA), governmental and social agencies, and unions and trade groups over various topics. These situations have touched on legal and moral concepts such as animal rights[image: External link], corporate responsibility[image: External link],[114] ethics[image: External link],[115] and social justice[image: External link].[115] While the majority of the disputes did not result in lawsuits, in many of the cases, the situations raised legal questions, dealt with legal compliance, or resulted in legal remedies such as changes in contractual procedure[image: External link] or binding agreements between parties. The resolutions to these legal matters have often altered the way the company interacts and negotiates contracts with its suppliers and franchisees, or how it does business with the public.[102][103][116][117]

Further controversies have occurred during the company's expansion in the Middle East. The opening of a Burger King location in Ma'aleh Adumim[image: External link], an Israeli settlement[image: External link] in the Israeli-occupied[image: External link] Palestinian territories[image: External link], led to a breach of contract[image: External link] dispute between Burger King and its Israeli franchise due to the hotly contested international dispute over the legality of Israeli settlements in the Palestinian territories in accordance to international law. The controversy eventually erupted into a geopolitical dispute involving Muslim and Jewish groups on multiple continents over the application of, and adherence to, international law[image: External link].[118][119][120] The case eventually elicited reactions from the members of the 22-nation Arab League[image: External link]. The Islamic countries[image: External link] within the League made a joint threat to the company of legal sanctions including the revocation of Burger King's business licenses[image: External link] within the member states' territories.[119][120][121]

A related issue involving members of the Islamic faith over the interpretation of the Muslim version of canon law[image: External link], Shariah[image: External link], regarding the promotional artwork on a dessert package in the United Kingdom raised issues of cultural sensitivity,[122] and, with the former example, posed a larger question about the lengths that companies must go to, to ensure the smooth operation of their businesses in the communities they serve.[123]
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 Charitable contributions and services




Burger King has two of its own in-house national charitable organizations and programs. One is the Have It Your Way Foundation, a US-based non-profit ( 501(c)(3)[image: External link]) corporation with multiple focuses on hunger alleviation, disease prevention and community education through scholarship programs at colleges in the US. The other charitable organization is the McLamore Foundation, also a non-profit, 501(c)(3) corporation that provides scholarships to students in the US and its territories.[124][125]

In various regions across the United States, Burger King and its franchises have aligned themselves with several charitable organizations that support research and treatment of juvenile cancer. Each year, these coalitions hold a fund raising drive called "A Chance for Kids", in which Burger King restaurants sell lottery[image: External link]-style scratch cards[image: External link] for $1. Each card produces a winning prize that is usually a food or beverage product, but includes (rarer) items such as shopping sprees or trips. In the Northeast[image: External link], BK has affiliated itself with the Major League Baseball[image: External link] team the Boston Red Sox[image: External link] and its charitable foundation, the Jimmy Fund[image: External link]. The group runs the contest in Boston. In the New York City area, it operates the contest in association with the Burger King Children's Charities of Metro New York and the New York Yankees[image: External link]. Funds raised in these areas go to support the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute[image: External link], located in Boston.[126][127] In Nebraska, the company is affiliated with the Liz's Legacy Cancer Fund "BK Beat Cancer for Kids" program at the UNMC Eppley Cancer Center at the University of Nebraska Medical Center[image: External link] in Omaha[image: External link].[128] In the Pittsburgh[image: External link] region, it funded the establishment of the Burger King Cancer Caring Center, a support organization for the families and friends of cancer patients.[129]
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 Products




Main articles: Burger King products[image: External link] and list of Burger King products[image: External link]


When the predecessor of Burger King first opened in Jacksonville in 1953, its menu consisted predominantly of basic hamburgers, French fries, soft drinks, milkshakes, and desserts. After being acquired by its Miami, Florida, franchisees and renamed to its current moniker in 1954, BK began expanding the breadth of its menu by adding the Whopper sandwich in 1957. This quarter-pound (4 oz (110 g)) hamburger was created by Burger King's new owners James McLamore[image: External link] and David Edgerton[image: External link] as a way to differentiate BK from other burger outlets at the time.[130] Since its inception, the Whopper has become synonymous with Burger King and has become the focus of much of its advertising.[131] The company even named its new kiosk-style restaurants Whopper Bars[image: External link].[132]

The menu component of Donald Smith's Operation Phoenix was initiated in 1978 and led to the addition of the Burger King Specialty Sandwich line in 1979. The new product line significantly expanded the breadth of the BK menu with many non-hamburger sandwiches, including new chicken and fish offerings. The new Specialty Sandwich line was one of the first attempts to target a specific demographic, in this case, adults 18–34, who would be willing to spend more on a higher quality product.[3]:119 One of Smith's other significant contributions to the menu was the addition of a breakfast product line, which until this time was not a market Burger King had entered.[14] Besides the addition of the Croissan'Wich[image: External link] in 1983, the breakfast menu remained almost identical to the McDonald's offerings until a menu revamp in 1985.[14] This expansion introduced BK's "Am Express" product line, which added new products such as French toast[image: External link] sticks and mini-muffins[image: External link].[133]

As the company expanded both inside and outside the US, it introduced localized versions[image: External link] of its products that conform to regional tastes and cultural or religious beliefs. International variations add ingredients such as teriyaki[image: External link] or beetroot[image: External link] and fried egg[image: External link] to the Whopper;[134] beer in Germany, Italy, and Spain; and halal[image: External link] or kosher[image: External link] products in the Middle East and Israel.[135][136][137] To generate additional sales, BK will occasionally introduce limited time offers (LTOs) that are versions of its core products, or new products intended for either long or short term sales. Items such as the Texas Double Whopper and various sandwiches made with mushrooms[image: External link] and Swiss cheese[image: External link] have been rotated in and out of its menu for several years,[138][139] while products such as its 1993 Meatloaf[image: External link] Specialty Sandwich[image: External link] offering and accompanying limited table service[image: External link], along with special dinner platters, failed to generate interest and were discontinued.[140][141]

In order to appeal to as many demographic groups as possible and better compete with its competitor Wendy's[image: External link], Burger King added a multi-tiered value menu[image: External link] in 1993 with items priced at 99¢, US$1.99 and $2.99.[14] The additions, part of then CEO James Adamson's back to basics program also called Operation Phoenix, were an attempt to add not only a value menu, but also a line of value meals[image: External link].[142] The tiered menu was replaced with a more standard value menu in 1998 while the value meals were separated into their own menu segment.[143] This value menu featured seven products: Whopper Jr., five-piece Chicken Tenders, a bacon cheeseburger, medium-sized French fries, medium soft drink, medium onion rings, and small shake. In 2002 and 2006, BK revamped its value menu, adding and removing several different products such as chili[image: External link] and its Rodeo Cheeseburger[image: External link].[144] Many of these items have since been discontinued, modified or relegated to a regional menu option.[145] To better appeal to a more adult palate and demographic, BK introduced several new products to its menu in 2003, including several new or revamped chicken products, a new salad line and its BK Joe brand of coffee. Some of the new products, including its Enormous Omelet Sandwich[image: External link] line and the BK Stacker[image: External link] line, brought negative attention due to the large portion size, and amounts of unhealthy fats and trans-fats.[146][147][148] Many of these products featured higher quality ingredients like whole chicken breast, Angus beef, and natural cheeses such as cheddar[image: External link] and pepper jack[image: External link].[149][150] Again, not all these products, such as the BK Baguette line[image: External link], have met corporate sales expectations.[28]

With the purchase of the company in 2010, 3G began a program to restructure its menu designed to move away from the male-oriented menu that had dominated under the previous ownership. The first major item to be introduced was a reformulation of its BK Chicken Tenders[image: External link] product in March 2011.[151] Over the next few months, approximately 20 new products were researched and developed while others were reformulated, including its Chef's Choice Burger.[152] Eventually pruned down to 10 items, Burger King began deploying the items in the United States throughout 2011–2012 with the official roll out beginning April 2012. The changes included new ice cream products, smoothies[image: External link], frappés[image: External link] and chicken strips[image: External link]. The Whopper was the most prominently reformulated product in this round of introductions with a new type of cheese and packaging.[41]

At the end of 2015, Burger King's parent company, Restaurant Brands International, announced that none of its subsidiaries would use chicken that had been fed antibiotics that are "critically important” to human health; that announcement referred only to a small class of antibiotics for which there is only one drug that kill a kind of bacteria and the announcement was described as a "small step" by advocates for stopping all antibiotic use in livestock[image: External link].[153]
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 Equipment




Like its menu, the equipment the company cooks its hamburgers with has also evolved as the company expanded. The burgers have always been broiled mechanically; the original unit, called an Insta-Broiler, was one of two pieces of equipment the founders of Insta-Burger King purchased before opening their new restaurant.[2]:27[130] The Insta-Broiler worked by cooking 12 burger patties in a wire basket, allowing the patties to be cooked from both sides simultaneously.[2]:27 When McLamore and Edgerton took over the company, besides dropping the "Insta-" prefix, they switched to an improved unit which they called a "Flame Broiler". Designed by the two and featuring stationary burners that cooked the meat on a moving chain, the unit broke down less often while maintaining a similar cooking rate.[130] The company would stay with that format for the next 40 years until Burger King began developing a variable speed broiler that could handle multiple items with different cooking rates and times.[154][155][156] These new units began testing in 1999 and eventually evolved into the two models the company deployed system-wide in 2008–2009. Accompanying these new broilers was new food-holding equipment, accompanied with a computer-based product monitoring system for its cooked products.[157] The monitoring system allows for more concise tracking of product quality while giving the company and its franchisees a method to streamline costs by more precisely projecting sales and product usage.[158]
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 Advertising




Main articles: Burger King advertising[image: External link] and list of Burger King ad programs[image: External link]


Since its foundation in 1954, Burger King has employed varied advertising programs, both successful and unsuccessful. During the 1970s, output included its "Hold the pickles, hold the lettuce..." jingle, the inspiration for its current mascot the Burger King[image: External link], and several well known and parodied slogans[image: External link] such as "Have it your way" and "It takes two hands to handle a Whopper".[159][160][161] Burger King introduced the first attack ad[image: External link] in the fast food industry with a pre-teen Sarah Michelle Gellar[image: External link] in 1981. The television spot, which claimed BK burgers were larger and better tasting than competitor McDonald's,[4]:66 so enraged executives at McDonald's parent company that they sued all parties involved.[162] Starting in the early 1980s and running through approximately 2001, BK engaged a series of ad agencies[image: External link] that produced many unsuccessful slogans and programs, including its biggest advertising flop "Where's Herb?[image: External link]"[163][164]

Burger King was a pioneer in the advertising practice known as the "product tie-in[image: External link]", with a successful partnership with George Lucas[image: External link]' Lucasfilm[image: External link], Ltd., to promote the 1977 film Star Wars[image: External link] in which BK sold a set of glasses featuring the main characters from the movie.[165][166] This promotion was one of the first in the fast food[image: External link] industry and set the pattern that continues to the present. BK's early success in the field was overshadowed by a 1982 deal between McDonald's and the Walt Disney Company[image: External link] to promote Disney's animated films beginning in the mid-1980s and running through the early 1990s. In 1994, Disney switched from McDonald's to Burger King, signing a 10-movie promotional contract which would include such top 10 films as Aladdin[image: External link] (1992), Beauty and the Beast[image: External link] (1991), The Lion King[image: External link] (1994), and Toy Story[image: External link] (1995).[14] A partnership in association with the Pokémon[image: External link] franchise at the height of its popularity in 1999 was tremendously successful for the company, with many locations rapidly selling out of the toys and the replacements.[167]

Shortly after the acquisition of Burger King by TPG Capital, L.P.[image: External link] in 2002, its new CEO Brad Blum set about turning around the fortunes of the company by initiating an overhaul of its flailing advertising programs. One of the first moves by the company was to reinstate its famous "Have it your way" slogan as the corporate motto. BK handed the effort off to its new advertising agency, Miami-based Crispin Porter + Bogusky[image: External link] (abbreviated as CP+B). CP+B was known for having a hip, subversive tack when creating campaigns for its clients, exactly what BK was looking for.[28][29] One of CP+B strategies was to revive the Burger King character used during BK's 1970s/1980s Burger King Kingdom[image: External link] children's advertising campaign as a caricatured[image: External link] variation, now simply called "the King".[168][169] The farcical nature of "the Burger King" centered advertisements inspired an internet meme[image: External link] where the King is edited[image: External link] into unusual situations that are either comical or menacing, many times followed with the phrase "Where is your God now?"

Additionally, CP+B created a series of new characters like the Subservient Chicken[image: External link] and the faux nu metal[image: External link] band Coq Roq[image: External link], featured in a series of viral[image: External link] web-based advertisements on sites such as MySpace and various BK corporate pages, to complement various television and print promotional campaigns.[170][171][172] One of the more successful promotions that CP+B devised was the creation of a series of three advergames[image: External link] for the Xbox 360[image: External link].[173][174] Created by UK-based Blitz Games[image: External link] and featuring company celebrity spokesman Brooke Burke[image: External link], the games sold more than 3.2 million copies, placing them as one of the top selling games along with another Xbox 360 hit, Gears of War[image: External link].[174][175] These ad campaigns, coupled with other new promotions and a series of new product[image: External link] introductions, drew positive and negative attention to BK and helped TPG and its partners realize about US$367 million in dividends.[176][177]

With the late-2000s recession[image: External link] hitting the 18–35 demographic targeted by the CP+B created ads particularly hard, the company saw its market share decline and the company move into the red. After the completion of the sale of the company in late 2010, the new ownership group terminated Burger King's seven-year relationship with CP+B and hired rival firm McGarryBowen[image: External link] to create a new campaign with an expanded market reach.[178] As part of the new campaign, McGarryBowen terminated the use of The Burger King[image: External link] in the company's advertising program in favor of a new program that focused on the food and ingredients in its new advertising campaigns.[179]
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Hungry Jack's[image: External link], the Australian subsidiary for Burger King

	Drive-through[image: External link]

	List of hamburger restaurants[image: External link]
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I Killed My Lesbian Wife, Hung Her on a Meat Hook, and Now I Have a Three-Picture Deal at Disney






I Killed My Lesbian Wife, Hung Her on a Meat Hook, and Now I Have a Three-Picture Deal at Disney is a 1993 short[image: External link] satirical[image: External link] film directed by Ben Affleck from a screenplay by Kamala Lopez[image: External link] and Jay Lacopo[image: External link]. The film is Affleck's first directorial effort.
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 Plot




An unnamed director is casting the lead actress for his first feature film. He discusses the process with his off-screen wife, becoming increasingly angry as he speaks. The director has selected Sandy, a young actress who is under the bed for some reason, and will finalise the deal in an upcoming meeting. Meanwhile, Sandy's roommate refuses to let her into their house, as Sandy has failed to pay back a loan. After convincing her roommate that she will pay her back once she gets the part, Sandy enters the house, where she has a phone conversation with her controlling and unsupportive mother. It is revealed that the director's wife is gagged and tied to a meat hook in their living room. The director, a violent misogynist, feels disgraced by his wife's lesbianism. He praises Sandy's qualities, then kills his wife with an axe. The director continues his diatribe, declaring that he will invite Sandy to stay in the house with him while they make the film.

At the final callback, the director and a group of studio executives watch a Hispanic girl audition, but decide she is "too ethnic" for the part. Sandy arrives and begins her audition, following the script. The director intervenes, asking Sandy to improvise a scene in which they play husband and wife. Pleased with her performance, he finalizes the deal. He asks Sandy to take a look at some "migrant trash picker" documents he has in his house; she hesitates but accepts. On her way out the door, Sandy drops several items from her bag, accidentally leaving behind a book. The director picks it up and sees that it is a compendium of A Return to Love[image: External link] and A Woman's Worth by Marianne Williamson[image: External link].
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 Cast





	
Jay Lacopo[image: External link] as The Director

	Karla Montana as The Actress / Sandy

	Johanna McCloy as The Roommate / Martha

	Robert Koch as Producer No. 1

	
Tommy Hinkley[image: External link] as Producer No. 2

	Harry Victor as Producer No. 3

	Marilyn Pitzner as Casting Director

	Harvey Stephens as Casting Assistant

	Ellie Valleau as The Wife

	Maria Dolores Rodriguez Garcia De La Pepa as Hispanic Actress
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 Reception




The film has received generally negative reviews, with critics contrasting it unfavorably to Affleck's later work.

In 2010, Affleck disowned the film in an interview with Entertainment Weekly: "It's horrible. It's atrocious. I knew I wanted to be a director, and I did a couple of short films, and this is the only one that haunts me. I'm not proud of it. It looks like it was made by someone who has no prospects, no promise."[1]

In 2013, The A.V. Club[image: External link]'s Noah Cruickshank wrote that the film "has everything you could possibly want in a campy student project: scenery-chewing, a confusing plot, and shoddy camera work. It looks like Affleck wanted to create a dark comedy that skewers movie-making and life in Hollywood, but veered off into 'so bad it's unintentionally hilarious' territory. ('Do you know much about migrant trash pickers?' is the standout line of the film.) Luckily, Affleck hasn't tarnished his Oscar-winning screenwriting career with I Killed My Lesbian Wife, since he only directed this abomination."[2]
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Patrick Duffy






This article is about the American actor. For other uses, see Patrick Duffy (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Patrick Duffy (born March 17, 1949)[1] is an American actor, best known for his role on the CBS[image: External link] primetime soap opera Dallas[image: External link], where he played Bobby Ewing[image: External link], the youngest son of Miss Ellie[image: External link] and the nicest brother of J.R. Ewing[image: External link] (played by Barbara Bel Geddes[image: External link] and Larry Hagman[image: External link]) from 1978 to 1985 and from 1986 to 1991. Duffy returned to reprise his role as Bobby in a continuation of Dallas[image: External link], which aired on TNT[image: External link] from 2012 to 2014. He is also well known for his role on the ABC sitcom[image: External link] Step by Step[image: External link] as Frank Lambert, from 1991 to 1998, and for his role as Stephen Logan[image: External link] on the CBS daytime soap opera The Bold and the Beautiful[image: External link] (2006-2011). Duffy played the lead character's father in the 2014 NBC sitcom Welcome to Sweden[image: External link].
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 Early life




Duffy was born in Townsend, Montana[image: External link], in 1949, the son of tavern owners Marie and Terence Duffy.[1][2] During high school, Duffy was living in Everett, Washington[image: External link], and attended Cascade High School[image: External link]. At Cascade, he participated in the Drama Club and the Pep Club, for which he was a Yell King.[2][3] Academically, Duffy earned credentials in theater arts that entitled him to teach, graduating from the University of Washington[image: External link] in 1971 with a degree in drama.[4] He ruptured both his vocal cords during his senior year of college, so he created the position of actor-in-residence, where he worked as an interpreter for ballet, opera, and orchestra companies in Washington. He also taught mime and movement classes during this period.[5]
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 Career




In 1977, Duffy landed the role of Mark Harris in the short-lived television series Man from Atlantis[image: External link]. Following the series' cancellation in early 1978, he got his big break in the role of Bobby Ewing[image: External link], opposite Barbara Bel Geddes and Larry Hagman, on the soap opera Dallas[image: External link].[4] The show became a worldwide success. Despite its success, Duffy opted to leave the series in 1985 with his character being killed off onscreen. However, with both the show and his career on the decline, he returned in 1986 in the infamous shower scene[image: External link] that rendered the entire 1985–1986 season "just a dream." Duffy then remained with the series until its cancellation in 1991. He also appeared in several episodes of the spin-off series Knots Landing[image: External link] between 1979–82. Throughout the 13-year run of Dallas[image: External link], Duffy directed several episodes of the series. Along with Dallas fame, Duffy has also tried his hand at singing, and in 1983, he had a hit in Europe with "Together We're Strong", a duet with French female singer Mireille Mathieu[image: External link].[4] The single reached #5 in the Netherlands in April 1983.[6]

At the end of Dallas'[image: External link] run in 1991, Duffy began another television role, as Frank Lambert on the family sitcom, Step by Step[image: External link] in which he co-starred with Suzanne Somers[image: External link]. The series ran until 1998, and Duffy also directed numerous episodes. Also in the 1990s, he appeared in two Dallas reunion television movies; J.R. Returns[image: External link] (1996) and War of the Ewings[image: External link] (1998), both of which he also co-produced. He has reunited on several occasions with many of his Dallas co-stars both onscreen and off, most notably for the non-fiction television special Dallas Reunion: Return to Southfork[image: External link] in 2004. Duffy later continued to act in the occasional guest or voice acting appearance, including the series Family Guy[image: External link] (in which he appeared in a live action scene[image: External link] with Victoria Principal[image: External link] as they spoofed the Dallas shower scene), as well as Justice League[image: External link] and Touched by an Angel[image: External link]. Duffy starred in the television movies Falling in Love With the Girl Next Door and Desolation Canyon. In 2006, he began a recurring role on the daytime soap opera The Bold and the Beautiful[image: External link] as Stephen Logan[image: External link]. From April to July 2008, he hosted Bingo America[image: External link], a partially interactive game show on GSN[image: External link].

Duffy reprised his role as Bobby Ewing[image: External link] in TNT's remake of Dallas[image: External link]. The series aired from 2012 to 2014.

Duffy played a surreal double of Bobby Ewing in the experimental documentary Hotel Dallas[image: External link], directed by artist duo Ungur & Huang[image: External link]. The film premiered at the 2016 Berlin International Film Festival.[7]
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 Personal life




Duffy married Carlyn Rosser, a professional ballerina 10 years his senior, in a Soka Gakkai International[image: External link] Buddhist ceremony on February 15, 1974.[8][9] They lived near Eagle Point, Oregon[image: External link], with their sons Padraic Terence Duffy (b. 1974) and Conor Frederick Duffy (b. 1979) until Carlyn's death on January 4, 2017. They also had four grandchildren.[10] Duffy was an avid collector of antique dolls and children's books. He converted to Nichiren Buddhism[image: External link], and began chanting Nam Myōhō Renge Kyō[image: External link] at the approximate time of his earliest encounters with his wife, who was then a ballet dancer with the First Chamber Dance Company of New York. He and his family are longtime members of the Buddhist organization Soka Gakkai International[image: External link].[11][12]

Duffy's nephew is Major League Baseball[image: External link] pitcher Barry Zito[image: External link].[13]

On November 18, 1986, Duffy's parents were murdered by two young men, Kenneth Miller and Sean Wentz, during an armed robbery of the Boulder, Montana, tavern that his parents owned. Wentz and Miller, who were teenagers at the time, were convicted of the murders and sentenced to 75 years in prison. In 2001, Miller appeared before the Montana Parole board after Sean Wentz recanted his original story, admitting that he was the sole gunman. Miller was denied clemency in 2001 but was released on parole in December 2007.[14] Both Carlyn Rosser Duffy & Patrick Duffy himself have been targets of death hoaxes, perpetrated by Dallas Fanzine (an unofficial site) run by a self purported chief #1 fan of the Dallas television show or as Duffy refers to them as fanatics.
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 Filmography






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1974
	The Stranger Who Looks Like Me[image: External link]
	Adoptee#3
	TV movie



	1974
	Hurricane
	Jim
	TV movie



	1976
	Switch[image: External link]
	
	Episode: "The Walking Bomb"



	1976
	The Last of Mrs. Lincoln[image: External link]
	Lewis Baker
	TV movie



	1977–78
	Man from Atlantis[image: External link]
	Mark Harris
	Series regular (17 episodes)



	1978–85; 1986–91
	Dallas[image: External link]
	Bobby Ewing[image: External link]
	Series regular (326 episodes)

Soap Opera Digest Award for Outstanding Actor in a Prime Time Serial[image: External link] (1985)

Special Bambi Award[image: External link] (Shared with Dallas co-stars) (1987)

TV Land Pop Culture Award[image: External link] (Shared with Dallas co-stars) (2006)

Nominated - Soap Opera Digest Award for Outstanding Actor in a Prime Time[image: External link] (1988, 1990, 1992)

Nominated - Soap Opera Digest Award for Favorite Super Couple: Prime Time[image: External link] (Shared with Victoria Principal[image: External link]) (1988)



	1979–1982
	Knots Landing[image: External link]
	Episode: "Pilot"[image: External link]

Episode: "The Loudest Word"[image: External link]

Episode: "New Beginnings"[image: External link]



	1980
	Charlie's Angels[image: External link]
	William Cord
	"One Love...Two Angels" (1)[image: External link]

"One Love...Two Angels" (2)[image: External link]



	1980
	Enola Gay: The Men, the Mission, the Atomic Bomb
	Colonel Paul Tibbets[image: External link]
	TV movie



	1981
	The Love Boat[image: External link]
	Ralph Sutton
	Episodes: "The Expedition" 1 and 2



	1982
	Cry for the Strangers
	Dr. Brad Russell
	TV movie



	1983
	Auf los geht's los
	Singer
	Episode: "Nachthemdfolge"



	1984
	Vamping[image: External link]
	Harry Baranski
	



	1985
	From Here to Maternity
	Henderson
	TV movie



	1985
	Hotel[image: External link]
	Richard Martin
	Episode: "Missing Pieces"



	1985
	George Burns Comedy Week[image: External link]
	
	Episode: "Dream, Dream, Dream"



	1985
	Alice in Wonderland[image: External link]
	Goat
	TV Movie



	1986
	Strong Medicine[image: External link]
	Dr. Andrew Jordan
	TV movie



	1987
	Our House[image: External link]
	Johnny Witherspoon
	Episode: "Candles and Shadows"



	1988
	14 Going on 30[image: External link]
	
	TV movie



	1988
	Unholy Matrimony
	John Dillman
	TV movie



	1988
	Too Good to Be True[image: External link]
	Richard Harland
	TV movie



	1990
	Murder C.O.D.[image: External link]
	Steve Murtaugh
	TV movie



	1990
	Children of the Bride[image: External link]
	John Hix
	TV movie



	1991
	Daddy
	Oliver Watson
	TV movie



	1991–98
	Step by Step[image: External link]
	Frank Lambert
	Series regular (160 episodes)



	1994
	Texas[image: External link]
	Stephen Austin[image: External link]
	TV movie



	1996
	Dallas: J.R. Returns[image: External link]
	Bobby Ewing
	TV movie



	1997
	Heart of Fire[image: External link]
	Max Tucker
	TV movie



	1998
	Dallas: War of the Ewings[image: External link]
	Bobby Ewing
	TV movie



	1998
	Rusty: A Dog's Tale[image: External link]
	Cap the Dog
	Voice



	1998
	Diagnosis: Murder[image: External link]
	Wayde Garrett
	Episode: "Till Death Do Us Part"[image: External link]



	1999
	Dead Man's Gun[image: External link]
	Lyman Gage
	Episode: "The Womanizer"



	1999
	Don't Look Behind You[image: External link]
	Jeff Corrigan
	TV movie



	1999
	Twice in a Lifetime[image: External link]
	Peter Hogan
	Episode: "A Match Made in Heaven"[image: External link]



	1999, 2001
	Family Guy[image: External link]
	Bobby Ewing

Jack/Salesman/Teacher
	Voice

Episode: "Da Boom"[image: External link]

Episode: "And the Wiener Is..."[image: External link]



	2000
	The Secret Adventures of Jules Verne[image: External link]
	Duke Angelo Rimini
	Episode: "Rockets of the Dead"[image: External link]



	2000
	Perfect Game[image: External link]
	Coach Bobby Geiser
	TV movie



	2002
	Justice League[image: External link]
	Steve Trevor[image: External link]
	Voice

Episode: "The Savage Time"[image: External link] 1, 2 & 3



	2003
	Touched by an Angel[image: External link]
	Mike
	Episode: "I Will Walk with You" 1 & 2



	2004
	Reba[image: External link]
	Dr. Joe Baker
	Episode: "Couples' Therapy"[image: External link]



	2004
	Dallas Reunion: The Return to Southfork[image: External link]
	Himself
	TV special



	2006
	Desolation Canyon[image: External link]
	Sheriff Tomas 'Swede' Lundstrom
	TV movie



	2006
	Falling in Love with the Girl Next Door[image: External link]
	James Connolly
	TV movie



	2006–11
	The Bold and the Beautiful[image: External link]
	Stephen Logan[image: External link]
	Series regular, (165 episodes)



	2007
	Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox Story[image: External link]
	Himself
	Uncredited Cameo (Unrated Version)



	2008
	He's Such a Girl
	Whitney's Father
	



	2009
	Love Takes Wing[image: External link]
	Mayor Evans
	TV movie



	2010
	Healing Hands
	Uncle Norman
	TV movie



	2010
	You Again[image: External link]
	Ritchie Phillips
	Cameo



	2010
	Party Down[image: External link]
	Himself
	Cameo



	2012–14
	Dallas[image: External link]
	Bobby Ewing
	Series regular (40 episodes)



	2012
	Lovin' Lakin
	Himself
	Episode: "Lakin Visits Her Dad"



	2014
	Welcome to Sweden[image: External link]
	Wayne Evans
	Season 1 Episode 6



	2015
	The Fosters[image: External link]
	Robert Quinn, Sr.
	Episode: "The End of the Beginning"
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Daddy (1991 film)





Daddy, also known as Danielle Steel's Daddy, is a 1991[image: External link] television film[image: External link] directed by Michael Miller. The film is based upon the 1989 novel Daddy[image: External link] written by Danielle Steel[image: External link].
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 Plot




Oliver Watson (Patrick Duffy) has never been luckier: he is a successful advertising executive, shares a marriage of eighteen years with Sarah (Kate Mulgrew[image: External link]) and has three loving kids: 17-year-old Ben (Ben Affleck), 15-year-old Melissa (Jenny Lewis[image: External link]), and 9-year-old Sam (Matthew Lawrence[image: External link]). His perfect life suddenly falls apart when his wife Sarah announces that she wants to enter a graduate school[image: External link] 200 miles away from home, as she regrets that she gave up her bohemian protester's life and promising writing career to become the wife of a conservative traditionalist.

A devastated Oliver tries to prevent her from going and even offers to move with her, but Sarah has made up her mind: she will enroll college and does not want any company. The children are just as displeased when they find out about their mother's decision, for which Ben and Melissa hold their father responsible. They start acting out as a reaction, which mostly affects Ben. Instead of attending classes and getting good grades, he spends most of his time with promiscuous teenager Bobbi Carver (Georgia Emelin), whom he impregnates.

Meanwhile, Oliver unsuccessfully tries to save his marriage, until Sarah announces that she is seeing someone else. Meanwhile, his mother's health is worsening, and after months of being kept alive through machines, his father George (John Anderson[image: External link]) decides to pull the plug. At the funeral, Sarah shows up to reveal her plans on filing for divorce. Feeling that his life has no purpose there anymore, Oliver accepts a job in Los Angeles[image: External link]. Melissa and Sam move with him, but Ben stays behind with Bobbi and their newly-born son Alexander.

In California, Oliver falls in love with Charlotte Sampson (Lynda Carter[image: External link]), a successful actress in a popular TV series who dreams of a Broadway career. After a short romance, during which she also connects with the children, they become engaged. However, when she is offered a role on Broadway, Oliver fears the past will repeat itself. Rather than seeing his partner see slip away due to a long distance relationship, he breaks off their engagement. Meanwhile, Bobbi has suddenly left Ben and took Alexander with her.

Desperate, Ben turns to Oliver, and together they fight successfully for sole custody. Afterwards, Ben visits Charlotte, and finds out that she has rejected the Broadway role. Although she is still mad at Oliver for cutting her out of his life, she agrees on visiting him, and they reconcile in the end.
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 Cast





	
Patrick Duffy as Oliver Watson

	
Lynda Carter[image: External link] as Charlotte Sampson

	
Kate Mulgrew[image: External link] as Sarah Watson

	
John Anderson[image: External link] as George Watson

	
Ben Affleck as Benjamin 'Ben' Watson

	
Jenny Lewis[image: External link] as Melissa Watson

	
Matthew Lawrence[image: External link] as Sam Watson

	Robyn Peterson as Daphne Hutchinson

	Richard McKenzie as Jeremy Bosworth

	Georgia Emelin as Bobbi Carver
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Daddy[image: External link] at the Internet Movie Database
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Categories[image: External link]:

	1991 films[image: External link]

	1991 television films[image: External link]

	American films[image: External link]

	Film scores by Dennis McCarthy[image: External link]

	Films about actors[image: External link]

	Films about dysfunctional families[image: External link]

	Films based on American novels[image: External link]

	Films set in Los Angeles[image: External link]

	NBC network original films[image: External link]
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Buffy the Vampire Slayer (film)






Buffy the Vampire Slayer is a 1992 American comedy horror[image: External link] film about a Valley girl[image: External link] cheerleader[image: External link] named Buffy[image: External link] who learns that it is her fate to hunt vampires.[2] The film starred Kristy Swanson[image: External link], Donald Sutherland[image: External link], Paul Reubens[image: External link], Rutger Hauer[image: External link], Luke Perry[image: External link], and Hilary Swank[image: External link]. It was a moderate success at the box office,[3] but received mixed reception from critics.[4] The film was taken in a different direction from the one its writer Joss Whedon[image: External link] intended, and five years later, he created the darker and acclaimed TV series of the same name[image: External link].
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 Plot




High school senior Buffy Summers[image: External link] (Kristy Swanson[image: External link]) is introduced as a stereotypical, shallow cheerleader at Hemery High School in Los Angeles[image: External link]. She is a carefree popular girl whose main concerns are shopping and spending time with her rich, snooty friends and her boyfriend, Jeffrey. While at school one day, she is approached by a man who calls himself Merrick[image: External link] (Donald Sutherland[image: External link]). He informs her that she is The Slayer[image: External link], or Chosen One, destined to kill vampires, and he is a Watcher[image: External link] whose duty it is to guide and train her. She initially rebukes his claims, but is convinced that he is right when he is able to describe a recurring dream of hers in detail. In addition, Buffy is exhibiting uncanny abilities not known to her, including heightened agility, senses, and endurance, yet she repeatedly tries Merrick's patience with her frivolous nature, indifference to slaying and sharp-tongued remarks.

After several successful outings, Buffy is drawn into conflict with Lothos (Rutger Hauer[image: External link]), a local vampire king and his acolyte, Amilyn (Paul Reubens[image: External link]). Two young men, Oliver Pike[image: External link] (Luke Perry[image: External link]), and best friend Benny (David Arquette[image: External link]), who resented Buffy and her friends due to differing social circles, are out drinking when they are attacked by Amilyn. Benny is turned but Pike is saved by Merrick. As a vampire, Benny visits Pike and tries to get him to join him. Later, when Pike and his boss are discussing Benny, Pike tells him to run if he sees him. Not only this, but a studious girl from Buffy's class, Cassandra, is abducted one night by Amilyn and sacrificed to Lothos. When her body is found, the news spreads through LA and Hemery High, but her murder is met with indifference from Buffy's clique.

When Pike realizes there is something wrong with Benny and that he is no longer safe, he decides to leave town. His plan is thwarted, however, when he encounters Amilyn and his tribe of vampires. Amilyn hitches a ride on the hood of his van which crashes into a tree just before Amilyn loses an arm. Buffy and Merrick arrive to rescue him and Amilyn flees the fight to talk to Lothos. After this encounter, Buffy and Pike start a friendship, which eventually becomes romantic and Pike becomes Buffy's partner in fighting the undead.

During a basketball game, Buffy finds out that one of the players, and a friend of Jeffrey's, is a vampire. After a quick chase to a parade float storage yard, Buffy finally confronts Lothos, shortly after she and Pike take down his gang. Lothos puts Buffy in a hypnotic trance, which is broken due to Merrick's intervention. Lothos turns on Merrick and stab him with the stake he attempted to use on him. Lothos leaves, saying that Buffy is not ready. As Merrick dies, he tells Buffy to do things her own way rather than live by the rules of others and he says "remember about the music." Because of her new life, responsibilities, and heartbreak, Buffy becomes emotionally shocked and starts dropping her Slayer duties. When she arrives at school, she attempts to explain everything to her friends, but they refuse to understand her as they are more concerned with their upcoming school dance, and Buffy falls out with them as she realizes she is outgrowing their immature, selfish behavior.

At the senior dance, Buffy tries to patch things up with her friends but they turn against her, and she is dismayed to find Jeffrey has dumped her for one of her friends. However, she meets up with Pike and as they start to dance and kiss, Lothos leads the remainder of his minions to the school and attacks the students and the attending faculty. Buffy confronts the vampires outside while Pike fights the vampiric Benny. After overpowering the vampires, she confronts Lothos inside the school and kills Amilyn. Lothos hypnotizes Buffy again and when the dance music stops, she remembers Merrick's words and is ready to defend herself. Lothos ignites her cross but she uses hairspray to create a makeshift flame-thrower and burns him before escaping back into the gym. Buffy sees everybody recover from the attack, but Lothos emerges again getting into a fight with Buffy, who then stakes him.

As all of the survivors leave, Buffy and Pike decide to finish their dance. The film then ends with the two of them leaving the dance on a motorcycle, and a news crew interviewing the students and the principal about the attack during the credits.
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 Cast






	
Kristy Swanson[image: External link] as Buffy Summers[image: External link]


	
Luke Perry[image: External link] as Oliver Pike[image: External link]


	
Rutger Hauer[image: External link] as Lothos

	
Donald Sutherland[image: External link] as Merrick Jamison-Smythe[image: External link]


	
Paul Reubens[image: External link] as Amilyn/Lefty

	
Hilary Swank[image: External link] as Kimberly Hannah

	
David Arquette[image: External link] as Benny Jacks

	
Stephen Root[image: External link] as Gary Murray

	Paris Vaughan as Nicole "Nicki"

	
Natasha Gregson Wagner[image: External link] as Cassandra

	
Tom Jane[image: External link] as Zeph

	
Candy Clark[image: External link] as Buffy's Mom[image: External link]


	
Randall Batinkoff[image: External link] as Jeffrey Kramer

	
Sasha Jenson[image: External link] as Grueller

	
Ben Affleck (uncredited) as Basketball Player #10

	
Ricki Lake[image: External link] (uncredited) as Charlotte

	
Seth Green[image: External link] (uncredited) as a vampire
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 Continuity with the television show




Many of the details given in the film differ from the continuity[image: External link] of the later television series. For example, Buffy's age and history are dissimilar; she is a senior in high school in the film, but the series starts with her as a sophomore. However, the film does portray who Buffy in the TV series was before she learned of her destiny as the Slayer: a popular but selfish and air-headed cheerleader. In the film, her parents are wealthy but negligent socialites who care little for her and spend their time at parties and golf tournaments; in the TV show, Buffy has a caring, single mother named Joyce[image: External link]. The supernatural abilities of both vampires and the Slayer are depicted differently. The vampires in the film die like humans, while in the TV show they turn to dust, and, unlike the TV show, their faces remain human, albeit pale and fanged, whereas in the series they are able to take on a demonic aspect. In the film, Merrik is hundreds of years old, having lived many lives training many slayers, whereas in the series, watchers are mortal. Merrik's British accent and the manner of his death are also changed when he appears in flash-backs in the series.

Joss Whedon has expressed his disapproval with the movie's interpretation of the script,[5] stating "I finally sat down and had written it and somebody had made it into a movie, and I felt like — well, that's not quite her. It's a start, but it's not quite the girl.

According to the Official Buffy Watcher's Guide, Whedon wrote the pilot to the TV series as a sequel to his original script, which is why the show makes references to events that did not occur in the film. In 1999, Dark Horse Comics[image: External link] released a graphic novel adaptation of Whedon's original script under the title The Origin[image: External link]. Whedon stated: "The Origin comic, though I have issues with it, CAN pretty much be accepted as canonical. They did a cool job of combining the movie script with the series, that was nice, and using the series Merrick and not a certain OTHER thespian who shall remain hated."[6]
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 Production




Writer Whedon sold the movie to Dolly Parton’s production company Sandollar, in the fall of 1991.[7]
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 Box office




The film debuted at #5 at the North American box office[8] and eventually grossed a modest $16,624,456 against a $7 million production budget.[1]
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 Home releases




The film was released on VHS[image: External link] and Laserdisc in the U.S. in 1992 by Fox Video[image: External link] and re-released in 1995 under the "Twentieth Century Fox Selections" banner. It was released on DVD[image: External link] in the US in 2001 and on Blu-ray[image: External link] in 2011.
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 Soundtrack






	Buffy the Vampire Slayer (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)



	No.
	Title
	Original artist(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Keep It Comin' (Dance Till You Can't Dance No More)[image: External link]"
	C+C Music Factory[image: External link] featuring Deborah Cooper[image: External link] and Q-Unique[image: External link]
	3:58



	2.
	"Man Smart, Woman Smarter"
	Dream Warriors[image: External link]
	4:31



	3.
	"Silent City"
	Matthew Sweet[image: External link]
	2:51



	4.
	"We Close Our Eyes" (originally by Oingo Boingo[image: External link])
	Susanna Hoffs[image: External link]
	3:54



	5.
	"Little Heaven"
	Toad the Wet Sprocket[image: External link]
	4:27



	6.
	"I Ain't Gonna Eat Out My Heart Anymore[image: External link]"
	diVINYLS[image: External link]
	4:32



	7.
	"Party with the Animals[image: External link]"
	Ozzy Osbourne[image: External link]
	4:18



	8.
	"Zap City"
	The Cult[image: External link]
	5:14



	9.
	"I Fought the Law[image: External link]" (originally by The Crickets[image: External link])
	Mary's Danish[image: External link]
	3:19



	10.
	"Light Comes Out of Black"
	Rob Halford[image: External link] and Pantera[image: External link]
	4:59




The soundtrack does not include every song played in the film, which also included "In the Wind[image: External link]" by War Babies[image: External link] and "Inner Mind" by Eon[image: External link].
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 Reception




The film received generally mixed reviews. It holds a rating of 48% on review aggregator website Metacritic[image: External link], indicating mixed or average reviews.[9]
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 Possible remake




On May 25, 2009, The Hollywood Reporter reported that Roy Lee[image: External link] and Doug Davison of Vertigo Entertainment[image: External link] were working with Fran Rubel Kuzui and Kaz Kuzui on a re-envisioning or relaunch of the Buffy film for the big screen. The film would not be a sequel[image: External link] or prequel[image: External link] to the existing film or television franchise and Joss Whedon[image: External link] would have no involvement in the project. None of the characters, cast, or crew from the television series would be featured.[10] Television series executive producer Marti Noxon[image: External link] later reflected that this story might have been produced by the studio in order to frighten Whedon into taking the reins of the project.[11] On November 22, 2010, The Hollywood Reporter confirmed that Warner Bros. had picked up the movie rights to the remake.[12] The film was set for release sometime in 2012.[13] 20th Century Fox, which usually holds rights to the more successful Buffy/Angel television franchise, will retain merchandising and some distribution rights.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The idea of the remake caused wrath among fans of the TV series, since Whedon is not involved and the project does not have any connection with the show and will not conform to the continuity[image: External link] maintained with the Buffy the Vampire Slayer Season Eight[image: External link] and Season Nine[image: External link] comic book[image: External link] titles. Not only the fandom, but the main cast members of both the Buffy and Angel[image: External link] series expressed disagreement with the report on Twitter and in recent interviews. Sarah Michelle Gellar[image: External link] said, "I think it's a horrible idea. To try to do a Buffy without Joss Whedon... to be incredibly non-eloquent: that's the dumbest idea I've ever heard."[14] Proposed shooting locations included Black Wood and other areas in rural England, due to budgetary constraints and the potential setting being outside of the city, an unusual change for the franchise.

In December 2011, more than a year after the official reboot announcement, the Los Angeles Times site reported that Whit Anderson, the writer picked for the new Buffy movie, had her script rejected by the producers behind the project, and that a new writer was being sought. Sources also stated that "If you're going to bring it back, you have to do it right. [Anderson] came in with some great ideas and she had reinvented some of the lore and it was pretty cool but in the end there just wasn't enough on the page."[15]

As of June 2017, there have been no further developments regarding the reboot.
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 See also





	
The Origin[image: External link], a comic book reinterpretation of the movie script

	Vampire film[image: External link]
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School Ties






This article is about the 1992 film. For article of clothing, see school tie[image: External link].

School Ties is a 1992 American sports[image: External link]-drama film[image: External link] directed by Robert Mandel[image: External link] and starring Brendan Fraser[image: External link], Matt Damon, Ben Affleck, Chris O'Donnell[image: External link], Cole Hauser[image: External link], Randall Batinkoff[image: External link], Andrew Lowery[image: External link] and Anthony Rapp[image: External link]. Fraser plays the lead role as David Greene, a Jewish high school student who is awarded an athletic scholarship to an elite preparatory school in his senior year. Music was composed by Maurice Jarre[image: External link].
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 Plot




David Greene (Brendan Fraser[image: External link]) is a working-class Jewish[image: External link] teenager from Scranton, Pennsylvania[image: External link], during the 1950s who is given a football scholarship to St. Matthew's, an exclusive Massachusetts[image: External link] prep school, for his senior year. Upon his arrival, he meets his teammates Rip Van Kelt (Randall Batinkoff[image: External link]), Charlie Dillon (Matt Damon), Jack Connors (Cole Hauser[image: External link]), and his roommate Chris Reece (Chris O'Donnell[image: External link]) and learns of the school's cherished honor code system. Soon learning that his new friends are prejudiced against Jews[image: External link], he suppresses his background.

David becomes the team hero and wins the attentions of beautiful débutante Sally Wheeler (Amy Locane[image: External link]), whom Dillon claims is his girlfriend. In the afterglow of a victory over the school's chief rival St. Luke's, Dillon inadvertently discovers that David is Jewish and, out of jealousy, makes this widely known, causing Sally and his teammates to turn against David—soon after, he finds a sign above his bed bearing a swastika[image: External link] and the words "Go home Jew". David is constantly harassed by his classmates, led by Richard "McGoo" Collins (Anthony Rapp[image: External link]) and his body guard-like roommate Chesty Smith (Ben Affleck); only Reece and another unnamed student remain loyal to Greene.

Overwhelmed by pressure from his prestigious family, Dillon uses a crib sheet to cheat in an important history exam. David and Van Kelt each spot him doing so, but remain silent. Dillon gets pushed while leaving class and drops the sheet on the floor after the test; when the teacher, Mr. Geirasch (Michael Higgins[image: External link]), discovers it, he informs the class that he will fail all of them if the cheater does not confess. He leaves the task of finding the cheater up to the students, led by Van Kelt, the head prefect.

When David confronts Dillon and threatens to turn him in if he does not confess, Dillon unsuccessfully attempts to buy David's silence with money. Just when David is about to reveal Dillon to the other students, Dillon accuses David. Both agree to leave and to trust the rest of the class to decide who is telling the truth. The majority of the class blame David out of antisemitic prejudice, while Reece, the unnamed student and Connors, going against his own self-professed antisemitism, argue that it is unlike David to cheat or be dishonest. Despite this, the class votes that David is guilty, prompting Van Kelt to tell him to report to the elitist headmaster, Dr. Bartram (Peter Donat[image: External link]), to confess to cheating.

David goes to Bartram's office and says that he was the cheater, but unbeknownst to him Van Kelt has already told the headmaster that the real offender was Dillon. Bartram tells David and Van Kelt that they should have reported the offense, but absolves them; Dillon, meanwhile, is expelled. As David leaves the headmaster's office, he sees Dillon leaving the school. Dillon says that he will be accepted to Harvard anyway and that years later everybody will have forgotten about his cheating at school, while David will still just be a Jew. "And you'll still be a prick," David replies, and walks away.
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 Cast





	
Brendan Fraser[image: External link] as David Greene

	
Matt Damon as Charlie Dillon

	
Chris O'Donnell[image: External link] as Chris Reece

	
Randall Batinkoff[image: External link] as Rip van Kelt, head prefect

	
Cole Hauser[image: External link] as Jack Connors

	
Andrew Lowery[image: External link] as "Mack" McGivern

	
Ben Affleck as Chesty Smith

	
Anthony Rapp[image: External link] as Richard "McGoo" Collins

	
Amy Locane[image: External link] as Sally Wheeler

	
Peter Donat[image: External link] as Headmaster Dr. Bartram

	
Željko Ivanek[image: External link] as Mr. Cleary, French language teacher

	
Kevin Tighe[image: External link] as Coach McDevitt, American football coach

	
Michael Higgins[image: External link] as Mr. Gierasch, history teacher

	
Ed Lauter[image: External link] as Alan Greene, David's father

	
Peter McRobbie[image: External link] as Chaplain
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 Filming




The scene at the bus depot in Scranton, Pennsylvania, was filmed at a liquor store (the former train station) in Leominster, Massachusetts[image: External link]. The scene shot at Skip's Blue Moon Diner was filmed in downtown Gardner, Massachusetts[image: External link]. Most of the movie was filmed on location at Middlesex School[image: External link] in Concord, Massachusetts[image: External link]. In addition, Groton School[image: External link], Worcester Academy[image: External link], Lawrence Academy at Groton[image: External link] and St. Mark's School[image: External link] (all area prep schools) were also involved in the filming. Opening scenes are of the south and west sides of Wyandotte Street (Route 378 heading north), the Bethlehem Steel Plant and Zion Lutheran Church from the top of the graveyard looking northwest to 4th Street in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. The scene in the opening credits in front of Dana's Luncheonette and some scenes inside were filmed in Lowell, Massachusetts[image: External link].[1]
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 Reception




The film received positive reviews. The film has a 68% rating on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] based on 37 reviews.[2] Roger Ebert[image: External link] found it "surprisingly effective",[3] whereas Janet Maslin found it followed a "predictable path".[4]
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NBC






This article is about the television and radio network. For NBC Philippines, see Nation Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link]. For other uses, see NBC (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The National Broadcasting Company (NBC) is an American English language[image: External link] commercial broadcast[image: External link] television network[image: External link] that is a flagship property of NBCUniversal[image: External link], a subsidiary of Comcast[image: External link]. The network is headquartered in the Comcast Building[image: External link] (formerly known as the GE Building[image: External link]) at Rockefeller Center[image: External link] in New York City, with additional major offices near Los Angeles (at Universal City Plaza[image: External link]), Chicago[image: External link] (at the NBC Tower[image: External link]) and soon in Philadelphia[image: External link] at Comcast Innovation and Technology Center[image: External link]. The network is part of the Big Three television networks[image: External link]. NBC is sometimes referred to as the "Peacock Network", in reference to its stylized peacock logo[image: External link], introducted in 1956 to promote the company's innovations in early color broadcasting. It became the network's official emblem in 1979.

Founded in 1926 by the Radio Corporation of America[image: External link] (RCA), NBC is the oldest major broadcast network in the United States. In 1986, control of NBC passed to General Electric[image: External link] (GE) – which previously owned RCA and NBC until 1930, when it was forced to sell the companies as a result of antitrust[image: External link] charges – through its $6.4 billion purchase of RCA. Following the acquisition by GE (which later liquidated RCA), Bob Wright[image: External link] served as chief executive officer[image: External link] of NBC, remaining in that position until his retirement in 2007, when he was succeeded by Jeff Zucker[image: External link]. In 2003, French media company Vivendi[image: External link] merged its entertainment assets with GE, forming NBC Universal. Comcast purchased a controlling interest in the company in 2011, and acquired General Electric's remaining stake in 2013.[1] Following the Comcast merger, Zucker left NBC Universal and was replaced as CEO by Comcast executive Steve Burke[image: External link].

NBC has thirteen owned-and-operated stations[image: External link] and nearly 200 affiliates throughout the United States and its territories, some of which are also available in Canada via pay-television providers or in border areas[image: External link] over-the-air; NBC also maintains brand licensing agreements for international channels in South Korea[image: External link] and Germany.[2]
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 Earliest stations: WEAF and WJZ




During a period of early broadcast business consolidation, radio manufacturer Radio Corporation of America[image: External link] (RCA) acquired New York City radio station WEAF[image: External link] from American Telephone & Telegraph[image: External link] (AT&T). Westinghouse[image: External link], a shareholder in RCA, had a competing outlet in Newark, New Jersey[image: External link] pioneer station WJZ[image: External link] (no relation to the radio[image: External link] and television[image: External link] station in Baltimore[image: External link] currently using those call letters), which also served as the flagship[image: External link] for a loosely structured network. This station was transferred from Westinghouse to RCA in 1923, and moved to New York City.[3]

WEAF acted as a laboratory for AT&T's manufacturing and supply outlet Western Electric[image: External link], whose products included transmitters and antennas. The Bell System[image: External link], AT&T's telephone utility, was developing technologies to transmit voice- and music-grade audio over short and long distances, using both wireless and wired methods. The 1922 creation of WEAF offered a research-and-development center for those activities. WEAF maintained a regular schedule of radio programs, including some of the first commercially sponsored programs, and was an immediate success. In an early example of "chain" or "networking" broadcasting, the station linked with Outlet Company[image: External link]-owned WJAR[image: External link] in Providence, Rhode Island[image: External link]; and with AT&T's station in Washington, D.C., WCAP[image: External link].

New parent RCA saw an advantage in sharing programming, and after getting a license for radio station WRC[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., in 1923, attempted to transmit audio between cities via low-quality telegraph[image: External link] lines. AT&T refused outside companies access to its high-quality phone lines. The early effort fared poorly, since the uninsulated telegraph lines were susceptible to atmospheric and other electrical interference.

In 1925, AT&T decided that WEAF and its embryonic network were incompatible with the company's primary goal of providing a telephone service. AT&T offered to sell the station to RCA in a deal that included the right to lease AT&T's phone lines for network transmission.[4]
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 Red and Blue Networks




Main articles: NBC Red Network[image: External link] and Blue Network[image: External link]


RCA spent $1 million to purchase WEAF and Washington sister station WCAP, shut down the latter station, and merged its facilities with surviving station WRC; in late 1926, it subsequently announced the creation of a new division known as the National Broadcasting Company.[5] The division's ownership was split among RCA (a majority partner at 50%), its founding corporate parent General Electric[image: External link] (which owned 30%) and Westinghouse (which owned the remaining 20%). NBC officially started broadcasting on November 15, 1926.

WEAF and WJZ, the flagships of the two earlier networks, were operated side-by-side for about a year as part of the new NBC. On January 1, 1927, NBC formally divided their respective marketing strategies: the "Red Network[image: External link]" offered commercially sponsored entertainment and music programming; the "Blue Network[image: External link]" mostly carried sustaining – or non-sponsored – broadcasts, especially news and cultural programs. Various histories of NBC suggest the color designations for the two networks came from the color of the pushpins[image: External link] NBC engineers used to designate affiliates of WEAF (red) and WJZ (blue), or from the use of double-ended red and blue colored pencils.

On April 5, 1927, NBC expanded to the West Coast with the launch of the NBC Orange Network, also known as the Pacific Coast Network. This was followed by the debut of the NBC Gold Network, also known as the Pacific Gold Network, on October 18, 1931. The Orange Network carried Red Network programming, and the Gold Network carried programming from the Blue Network. Initially, the Orange Network recreated Eastern Red Network programming for West Coast stations at KPO[image: External link] in San Francisco. The Orange Network name was removed from use in 1936, and the network's affiliate[image: External link] stations became part of the Red Network. At the same time, the Gold Network became part of the Blue Network. In the 1930s, NBC also developed a network for shortwave[image: External link] radio stations, called the NBC White Network.

In 1927, NBC moved its operations to 711 Fifth Avenue in Manhattan[image: External link], occupying the upper floors of a building designed by architect Floyd Brown.[6] The space that NBC occupied was designed by Raymond Hood[image: External link], who based the appearance of its multiple studio facilities on "a Gothic church, the Roman forum, a Louis XIV[image: External link] room and, in a space devoted to jazz, something 'wildly futuristic, with plenty of color in bizarre designs.'"[6] NBC outgrew the Fifth Avenue facilities in 1933.[6]

In 1930, General Electric was charged with antitrust[image: External link] violations, resulting in the company's decision to divest itself of RCA. The newly separate company signed leases to move its corporate headquarters into the new Rockefeller Center[image: External link] in 1931. John D. Rockefeller, Jr.[image: External link], founder and financier of Rockefeller Center, arranged the deal with GE chairman Owen D. Young[image: External link] and RCA president David Sarnoff[image: External link]. When it moved into the complex in 1933, RCA became the lead tenant at 30 Rockefeller Plaza, known as the "RCA Building" (later the GE Building, now the Comcast Building), which housed NBC's production studios as well as theaters for RCA-owned RKO Pictures[image: External link].[7]
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 Chimes




Main article: NBC chimes[image: External link]


The iconic three-note NBC chimes[image: External link] came about after several years of development. The three-note sequence, G-E'-C', was first heard over Red Network affiliate WSB[image: External link] in Atlanta[image: External link],[8] with a second inversion[image: External link] C Major triad[image: External link] as its outline. An executive at NBC's New York headquarters heard the WSB version of the notes during the networked broadcast of a Georgia Tech football[image: External link] game and asked permission to use it on the national network. NBC started to use the chimes sequence in 1931, and it eventually became the first audio trademark[image: External link] to be accepted by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office[image: External link].[9][10]

A variant sequence with an additional note, G-E'-C'-G, known as "the fourth chime", was used during significant events of extreme urgency (including during World War II, especially in the wake of the December 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link]; on D-Day[image: External link] and during disasters). The NBC chimes were mechanized in 1932 by Rangertone founder Richard H. Ranger[image: External link]; their purpose was to send a low-level signal of constant amplitude that would be heard by the various switching stations manned by NBC and AT&T engineers, and to be used as a system cue for switching individual stations between the Red and Blue network feeds. Contrary to popular legend, the G-E'-C' notes were not originally intended to reference to the General Electric Company (an early shareholder in NBC's founding parent RCA and whose Schenectady, New York[image: External link] radio station, WGY[image: External link], was an early affiliate of NBC Red). The three-note sequence remains in use by the NBC television network, most notably incorporated into the John Williams[image: External link]-composed theme music used by NBC News, "The Mission[image: External link]" (first composed in 1985 for NBC Nightly News[image: External link]).
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 New beginnings: The Blue Network becomes ABC




Further information: Blue Network[image: External link] and American Broadcasting Company


In 1934, the Mutual Broadcasting System[image: External link] filed a complaint to the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC), following the government agency's creation, claiming it ran into difficulties trying to establish new radio stations in a market largely controlled by NBC and the Columbia Broadcasting System ( CBS[image: External link]). In 1938, the FCC began a series of investigations into the monopolistic[image: External link] effects of network broadcasting. A report published by the Commission in 1939 found that NBC's two networks and its owned-and-operated stations dominated audiences, affiliates and advertising in American radio; this led the Commission to file an order to RCA to divest itself of either NBC Red or NBC Blue.

After Mutual's appeals were rejected by the FCC, RCA filed its own appeal to overturn the divestiture order. However, in 1941, the company decided to sell NBC Blue in the event its appeal was denied. The Blue Network was formally named NBC Blue Network, Inc. and NBC Red became NBC Red Network, Inc. for corporate purposes. Both networks formally divorced their operations on January 8, 1942,[11] with the Blue Network being referred to on-air as either "Blue" or "Blue Network", and Blue Network Company, Inc. serving as its official corporate name. NBC Red, meanwhile, became known on-air as simply "NBC".[12] Investment firm Dillon, Read & Co.[image: External link] placed a $7.5 million bid for NBC Blue, an offer that was rejected by NBC executive Mark Woods and RCA president David Sarnoff[image: External link].

After losing on final appeal before the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] in May 1943, RCA sold Blue Network Company, Inc., for $8 million to the American Broadcasting System, a recently founded company owned by Life Savers[image: External link] magnate Edward J. Noble[image: External link]. After the sale was completed on October 12, 1943,[13] Noble acquired the rights to the Blue Network name, leases on landlines, the New York studios, two-and-a-half radio stations (WJZ in Newark/New York City; KGO[image: External link] in San Francisco and WENR in Chicago[image: External link], which shared a frequency with Prairie Farmer station WLS[image: External link]); contracts with actors; and agreements with around 60 affiliates. In turn, to comply with FCC radio station ownership limits of the time, Noble sold off his existing New York City radio station WMCA[image: External link]. Noble, who wanted a better name for the network, acquired the branding rights to the "American Broadcasting Company" name from George B. Storer[image: External link] in 1944. The Blue Network became ABC officially on June 15, 1945, after the sale was completed.[4][14][15]
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Main article: NBC Radio Network[image: External link]


NBC became home to many of the most popular performers and programs on the air. Al Jolson[image: External link], Jack Benny[image: External link], Edgar Bergen[image: External link], Bob Hope[image: External link], Fred Allen[image: External link], and Burns and Allen[image: External link] called NBC home, as did Arturo Toscanini[image: External link]'s NBC Symphony Orchestra[image: External link], which the network helped him create. Other programs featured on the network included Vic and Sade[image: External link], Fibber McGee and Molly[image: External link], The Great Gildersleeve[image: External link] (arguably broadcasting's first spin-off[image: External link] program, from Fibber McGee), One Man's Family[image: External link], Ma Perkins[image: External link] and Death Valley Days[image: External link]. NBC stations were often the most powerful, and some occupied unique clear-channel[image: External link] national frequencies, reaching hundreds or thousands of miles at night.

In the late 1940s, rival CBS gained ground by allowing radio stars to use their own production companies to produce programs, which became a profitable move for much of its talent. In the early years of radio, stars and programs commonly hopped between networks when their short-term contracts expired. During 1948 and 1949, beginning with the nation's top radio star, Jack Benny, many NBC performers – including Edgar Bergen and Charlie McCarthy[image: External link], Burns and Allen and Frank Sinatra[image: External link] – jumped to CBS.

In addition, NBC stars began migrating to television, including comedian Milton Berle[image: External link], whose Texaco Star Theater[image: External link] on the network became television's first major hit. Conductor Arturo Toscanini[image: External link] conducted the NBC Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] in ten television concerts on NBC between 1948 and 1952. The concerts were broadcast on both television and radio, in what perhaps was the first such instance of simulcasting[image: External link]. Two of the concerts were historic firsts – the first complete telecast of Beethoven's Symphony No. 9[image: External link], and the first complete telecast of Verdi[image: External link]'s Aida[image: External link] (starring Herva Nelli[image: External link] and Richard Tucker[image: External link]), performed in concert rather than with scenery and costumes.

Aiming to keep classic radio alive as television matured, and to challenge CBS's Sunday night radio lineup, which featured much of the programs and talent that had moved to that network following the defection of Jack Benny to CBS, NBC launched The Big Show[image: External link] in November 1950. This 90-minute variety show updated radio's earliest musical variety style with sophisticated comedy and dramatic presentations. Featuring stage legend Tallulah Bankhead[image: External link] as hostess, it lured prestigious entertainers, including Fred Allen, Groucho Marx[image: External link], Lauritz Melchior[image: External link], Ethel Barrymore[image: External link], Louis Armstrong[image: External link], Ethel Merman[image: External link], Bob Hope, Danny Thomas[image: External link], Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.[image: External link] and Ella Fitzgerald[image: External link]. However, The Big Show's initial success did not last despite critical praise, as most of its potential listeners were increasingly becoming television viewers. The show lasted two years, with NBC losing around $1 million on the project (the network was only able to sell advertising time during the middle half-hour of the program each week).

NBC's last major radio programming push, beginning on June 12, 1955, was Monitor[image: External link], a creation of NBC President Sylvester "Pat" Weaver[image: External link], who also created the innovative programs Today[image: External link], The Tonight Show[image: External link] and Home for the companion television network. Monitor was a continuous all-weekend mixture of music, news, interviews and features, with a variety of hosts including well-known television personalities Dave Garroway[image: External link], Hugh Downs[image: External link], Ed McMahon[image: External link], Joe Garagiola[image: External link] and Gene Rayburn[image: External link]. The potpourri show tried to keep vintage radio alive by featuring segments from Jim and Marian Jordan (in character as Fibber McGee and Molly); Peg Lynch[image: External link]'s dialog comedy Ethel and Albert[image: External link] (with Alan Bunce); and iconoclastic satirist Henry Morgan[image: External link]. Monitor was a success for a number of years, but after the mid-1960s, local stations, especially those in larger markets, were reluctant to break from their established formats to run non-conforming network programming. One exception was Toscanini: The Man Behind the Legend, a weekly series commemorating the great conductor's NBC broadcasts and recordings which ran for several years beginning in 1963.[16] After Monitor ended its 20-year run on January 26, 1975, little remained of NBC network radio beyond hourly newscasts and news features, and Sunday morning religious program The Eternal Light[image: External link].
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On June 18, 1975, NBC launched the NBC News and Information Service (NIS), which provided up to 55 minutes of news per hour around the clock to local stations that wanted to adopt an all-news radio[image: External link] format. NBC carried the service on WRC in Washington, and on its owned-and-operated FM stations in New York City, Chicago and San Francisco. NIS attracted several dozen subscribing stations, but by the fall of 1976, NBC determined that it could not project that the service would ever become profitable and gave its affiliates six months' notice that it would be discontinued. NIS ended operations on May 29, 1977. In 1979, NBC launched The Source, a modestly successful secondary network providing news and short features to FM[image: External link] rock[image: External link] stations.[4]

The NBC Radio Network also pioneered personal advice call-in national talk radio[image: External link] with a satellite-distributed evening talk show, TalkNet; the program featured Bruce Williams (providing personal financial advice), Bernard Meltzer (personal and financial advice) and Sally Jessy Raphael[image: External link] (personal and romantic advice). While never much of a ratings success, TalkNet nonetheless helped further the national talk radio format. For affiliates, many of them struggling AM stations, TalkNet helped fill evening time slots with free programming, allowing the stations to sell local advertising in a dynamic format without the cost associated with producing local programming. Some in the industry feared this trend would lead to increasing control of radio content by networks and syndicators.

General Electric acquired RCA in 1986, and with it NBC, signaling the beginning of the end of NBC Radio. Three factors led to the radio division's demise: GE decided that radio did not fit its strategy, while the radio division had not been profitable for many years. In addition, FCC ownership rules at the time prevented companies acquiring broadcast properties from owning both a radio and television division. In the summer of 1987, GE sold NBC Radio's network operations to Westwood One[image: External link], and sold off the NBC-owned stations to various buyers. By 1990, the NBC Radio Network as an independent programming service was pretty much dissolved, becoming a brand name for content produced by Westwood One, and ultimately by, ironically, CBS Radio[image: External link]. The Mutual Broadcasting System, which Westwood One had acquired two years earlier, met the same fate, and essentially merged with NBC Radio.

GE's divestiture of NBC's entire radio division was the first cannon shot of what would play out in the national broadcast media, as each of the Big Three broadcast networks were soon acquired by other corporate entities. NBC was a particularly noteworthy case in that it was the first to be acquired – and was bought by a conglomerate outside the broadcast industry as GE otherwise primarily served as a manufacturing company. Prior to the GE acquisition, NBC operated its radio division partly out of tradition, and partly to meet its then-FCC-mandated requirement to distribute programming for the public good (the broadcast airwaves are owned by the public; as that broadcast spectrum is limited and only so many broadcast stations existed, this served as the basis for government regulation requiring broadcasters to provide certain content that meets the needs of the public). Syndicators such as Westwood One were not subject to such rules as they did not own any stations. GE's divestiture of NBC Radio – known as "America's First Network" – in many ways marked the "beginning of the end" of the old era of regulated broadcasting and the ushering in of the new, largely unregulated industry that is present today.

By the late 1990s, Westwood One was producing NBC Radio-branded newscasts on weekday mornings. These were discontinued in 1999 (along with Mutual branded newscasts), and the few remaining NBC Radio Network affiliates became affiliates of CNN Radio, carrying the Westwood-owned service's hourly newscasts 24 hours a day. In 2003, Westwood One began distributing NBC News Radio, a new service featuring minute-long news updates read by television anchors and reporters from NBC News and MSNBC, with content written by Westwood One employees.
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On March 1, 2012, Dial Global[image: External link] announced that it would discontinue CNN Radio, and replace it with an expansion of NBC News Radio on April 1, 2012. This marked the first time since Westwood One's purchase of NBC Radio and its properties that NBC would have a 24-hour presence on radio. A previous program, First Light, placed new emphasis on the NBC brand after diminishing it over the years. With the change, NBC News Radio expanded its offerings from 60-second news updates airing only on weekdays to feature two hourly full-length newscasts 24 hours a day. Subsequently, on September 4, 2012, Dial Global launched a sports-talk radio service, NBC Sports Radio[image: External link].

NBC News Radio[image: External link] has been distributed by iHeartMedia[image: External link] and its TTWN Networks since July 2016. It is provided to the network's 24/7 News Source affiliates and includes a top of the hour newscast along with other audio content which is heard on over 1000 radio stations.[17]
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For many years, NBC was closely identified with David Sarnoff, who used it as a vehicle to sell consumer electronics. RCA and Sarnoff had captured the spotlight by introducing all-electronic television to the public at the 1939–40 New York World's Fair[image: External link], simultaneously initiating a regular schedule of programs on the NBC-RCA television station in New York City. President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] appeared at the fair before the NBC camera, becoming the first U.S. president to appear on television on April 30, 1939 (an actual, off-the-monitor photograph[image: External link] of the FDR telecast is available at the David Sarnoff Library). The broadcast was transmitted by NBC's New York television station W2XBS[image: External link] Channel 1[image: External link] (later WNBC-TV; now WNBC[image: External link], channel 4) and was seen by about 1,000 viewers within the station's roughly 40-mile (64 km) coverage area from its transmitter at the Empire State Building[image: External link].

The following day (May 1), four models of RCA television sets went on sale to the general public in various department stores around New York City, which were promoted in a series of splashy newspaper ads.[18] DuMont Laboratories[image: External link] (and others) had actually offered the first home sets in 1938 in anticipation of NBC's announced April 1939 television launch. Later in 1939, NBC took its cameras to professional football and baseball games in the New York City area, establishing many "firsts" in television broadcasting.

Reportedly, the first NBC Television "network" program was broadcast on January 12, 1940, when a play titled Meet The Wife was originated at the W2XBS studios at Rockefeller Center and rebroadcast by W2XB/W2XAF (now WRGB[image: External link]) in Schenectady, which received the New York station directly off-air from a tower atop a mountain and relayed the live signal to the Capital District[image: External link]. About this time, occasional special events were also broadcast in Philadelphia[image: External link] (over W3XE, later called WPTZ, now known as KYW-TV[image: External link]) as well as Schenectady. The most ambitious NBC television "network" program of the pre-war era was the telecast of the Republican National Convention[image: External link] held in Philadelphia in the summer of 1940, which was fed live to the New York City and Schenectady stations.[19] However, despite major promotion by RCA, television sales in New York during 1939 and 1940 were disappointing, primarily due to the high cost of the sets, and the lack of compelling regularly scheduled programming. Most sets were sold to bars, hotels and other public places, where the general public viewed special sports and news events. One special event was Franklin D. Roosevelt's second and final appearance on live television, when his speech at Madison Square Garden on October 28, 1940, was telecast over W2XBS to receivers in the New York City area.[20]

Television's experimental period ended, as the FCC allowed full-fledged commercial television broadcasts to begin on July 1, 1941. NBC station W2XBS in New York City received the first commercial license, adopting the call letters WNBT. The first official, paid television advertisement broadcast by any U.S. station was for watch manufacturer Bulova[image: External link], which aired that day, just before the start of a Brooklyn Dodgers[image: External link] baseball telecast on WNBT. The ad consisted of test pattern[image: External link], featuring the newly assigned WNBT call letters, which was modified to resemble a clock – complete with functioning hands – with the Bulova logo (featuring the phrase "Bulova Watch Time") in the lower right-hand quadrant of the test pattern (a photograph of the NBC camera setting up the test pattern-advertisement for that ad can be seen at this page[image: External link]). Among the programs that aired during the first week of WNBT's new, commercial schedule was The Sunoco News, a simulcast of the Sun Oil[image: External link]-sponsored NBC Radio program anchored by Lowell Thomas[image: External link]; amateur boxing at Jamaica Arena[image: External link]; the Eastern Clay Courts tennis championships; programming from the USO[image: External link]; the spelling bee[image: External link]-type game show Words on the Wing; a few feature films; and a one-time-only, test broadcast of the game show Truth or Consequences[image: External link], sponsored by Lever Brothers[image: External link].[21]

Prior to the first commercial television broadcasts and paid advertisements on WNBT, non-paid television advertising existed on an experimental basis dating back to 1930. NBC's earliest non-paid television commercials may have been those seen during the first Major League Baseball[image: External link] game ever telecast, between the Brooklyn Dodgers and Cincinnati Reds[image: External link], on August 26, 1939 over W2XBS. In order to secure the rights to televise the game, NBC allowed each of the Dodgers' regular radio sponsors at the time to have one commercial during the telecast. The ads were conducted by Dodgers announcer Red Barber: for Ivory Soap[image: External link], he held up a bar of the product; for Mobilgas[image: External link] he put on a filling station attendant's cap while giving his spiel; and for Wheaties[image: External link] he poured a bowl of the product, added milk and bananas, and took a big spoonful.[22] Limited, commercial programming continued until the U.S. entered World War II. Telecasts were curtailed in the early years of the war, then expanded as NBC began to prepare for full-time service upon the end of the war. Even before the war concluded, a few programs were sent from New York City to affiliated stations in Philadelphia ( WPTZ[image: External link]) and Albany[image: External link]/Schenectady (WRGB) on a regular weekly schedule beginning in 1944, the first of which is generally considered to be the pioneering special interest/documentary show The Voice of Firestone Televues, a television offshoot of The Voice of Firestone[image: External link], a mainstay on NBC radio since 1928, which was transmitted from New York City to Philadelphia and Schenectady on a regular, weekly basis beginning on April 10, 1944.[23] The series is considered to be the NBC television network's first regularly scheduled program.

On V-E Day[image: External link], May 8, 1945, WNBT broadcast several hours of news coverage, and remotes from around New York City. This event was promoted in advance by NBC with a direct-mail card sent to television set owners in the New York area.[24] At one point, a WNBT camera placed atop the marquee of the Hotel Astor[image: External link] panned the crowd below celebrating the end of the war in Europe.[25] The vivid coverage was a prelude to television's rapid growth after the war ended.

The NBC television network grew from its initial post-war lineup of four stations. The 1947 World Series[image: External link] featured two New York City area teams (the Yankees[image: External link] and the Dodgers), and television sales boomed locally, since the games were being telecast in the New York market. Additional stations along the East Coast and in the Midwest were connected by coaxial cable through the late 1940s, and in September 1951 the first transcontinental telecasts took place.

The post-war 1940s and early 1950s brought success for NBC in the new medium. Television's first major star, Milton Berle, whose Texaco Star Theatre began in June 1948, drew the first large audiences to NBC Television. Under its innovative president, Sylvester "Pat" Weaver, the network launched Today and The Tonight Show, which would bookend the broadcast day for over 50 years, and which still lead their competitors. Weaver, who also launched the genre of periodic 90-minute network "spectaculars", network-produced motion pictures[image: External link] and the live 90-minute Sunday afternoon series Wide Wide World[image: External link], left the network in 1955 in a dispute with its chairman David Sarnoff, who subsequently named his son Robert Sarnoff as president.

In 1951, NBC commissioned Italian-American composer Gian Carlo Menotti[image: External link] to compose the first opera ever written for television; Menotti came up with Amahl and the Night Visitors[image: External link], a 45-minute work for which he wrote both music and libretto, about a disabled shepherd boy who meets the Three Wise Men[image: External link] and is miraculously cured when he offers his crutch to the newborn Christ Child[image: External link]. It was such a stunning success that it was repeated every year on NBC from 1951 to 1966, when a dispute between Menotti and NBC ended the broadcasts. However, by 1978, Menotti and NBC had patched things up, and an all-new production of the opera, filmed partly on location in the Middle East, was telecast that year.
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Main article: Color television[image: External link]


While rivals CBS and the DuMont Television Network[image: External link] also had plans to begin offering color television broadcasts, RCA convinced the FCC to approve its color system in December 1953. NBC was ready with color programming within days of the Commission's decision. NBC began the transition with a few shows in 1954, and broadcast its first program to air all episodes in color beginning that summer, The Marriage[image: External link].

In 1955, NBC broadcast a live production in color of Peter Pan[image: External link], a new Broadway[image: External link] musical adaptation of J. M. Barrie[image: External link]'s beloved play, on the Producers' Showcase[image: External link] anthology series, The first such telecast of its kind, the broadcast starred the musical's entire original cast, led by Mary Martin[image: External link] as Peter and Cyril Ritchard[image: External link] in a dual role as Mr. Darling and Captain Hook[image: External link]. The broadcast drew the highest ratings for a television program for that period. It was so successful that NBC restaged it as a live broadcast a mere ten months later; in 1960, long after Producers' Showcase had ended its run, Peter Pan, with most of the 1955 cast, was restaged again, this time as a standalone special[image: External link], and was videotaped so that it would no longer have to be performed live on television.

In 1956, NBC started a subsidiary, California National Productions[image: External link] (CNP), for merchandising, syndication and NBC opera company operations with the production of Silent Services.[26] By 1957, NBC planned to remove the opera company from CNP and[26] CNP was in discussion with MGM Television[image: External link] about handling syndication distribution for MGM series.[26]

During a National Association of Broadcasters[image: External link] meeting in Chicago in 1956, NBC announced that its owned-and-operated station in that market, WNBQ (now WMAQ-TV[image: External link]), had become the first television station in the country to broadcast its programming in color (airing at least six hours of color broadcasts each day). In 1959, NBC premiered a televised version of the radio program The Bell Telephone Hour[image: External link], which aired in color from its debut; the program would continue on the NBC television network for nine more years until it ended in 1968.

In 1961, NBC approached Walt Disney about acquiring the rights to his anthology series[image: External link], offering to produce the program in color. Disney was in the midst of negotiating a new contract to keep the program (then known as Walt Disney Presents) on ABC, however ABC president Leonard Goldenson[image: External link] said that it could not counter the offer, as the network did not have the technical and financial resources to carry the program in color. Disney subsequently struck a deal with NBC, which began airing the anthology series in the format in September 1961 (as Walt Disney's Wonderful World of Color). As many of the Disney programs that aired in black-and-white on ABC were actually filmed in color, they could easily be re-aired in the format on the NBC broadcasts. In January 1962, NBC's telecast of the Rose Bowl[image: External link] became the first college football[image: External link] game ever to be telecast in color.

By 1963, much of NBC's prime time[image: External link] schedule was presented in color, although some popular series (such as The Man from U.N.C.L.E.[image: External link], which premiered in late 1964) were broadcast in black-and-white for their entire first season. In the fall of 1965, NBC was broadcasting 95% of its prime time schedule in color (with the exceptions of I Dream of Jeannie[image: External link] and Convoy[image: External link]), and began billing itself as "The Full Color Network." Without television sets to sell, rival networks followed more slowly, finally committing to an all-color lineup in prime time in the 1966–67 season[image: External link]. Days of Our Lives[image: External link] became the first soap opera to premiere in color, when it debuted in November 1965.

NBC contracted with Universal Studios[image: External link] in 1964 to produce the first feature-length film produced for television, See How They Run[image: External link], which first aired on October 17, 1964; its second television movie, The Hanged Man[image: External link], aired six weeks later on November 28. Even while the presentations performed well in the ratings, NBC did not broadcast another made-for-TV film for two years.[27]

In 1967, NBC reached a deal with Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] (MGM) to acquire the broadcast rights to the classic 1939 film The Wizard of Oz[image: External link]. CBS, which had televised the film annually since 1956, refused to meet MGM's increased fee to renew its television rights. Oz had been, up to then, one of the few programs that CBS had telecast in color. However, by 1967, color broadcasts had become standard on television, and the film simply became another title in the list of specials that NBC telecast in the format. The film's showings on NBC were distinctive as it televised The Wizard of Oz without a hosted introduction, as CBS had long done; it was also slightly edited for time in order to make room to air more commercials. Despite the cuts, however, it continued to score excellent television ratings in those pre-VCR days, as audiences were generally unable to see the film any other way at that time. NBC aired The Wizard of Oz each year from 1968 to 1976, when CBS, realizing that they may have committed a colossal blunder by letting a huge ratings success like Oz go to another network, agreed to pay MGM more money to re-acquire the rights to show the film.

The late 1960s brought big changes in the programming practices of the major television networks. As baby boomers[image: External link] reached adulthood, NBC, CBS and ABC began to realize that much of their existing programming had not only been running for years, but had audiences that skewed older. In order to attract the large youth population that was highly attractive to advertisers, the networks moved to clean house of a number of veteran shows. In NBC's case, this included programs like The Bell Telephone Hour and Sing Along With Mitch[image: External link], which both had an average viewer age of 50. During this period, the networks came to define adults between the ages of 18 and 49 as their main target audience, although depending on the show, this could be subdivided into other age demos: 35–45, 18–25 or 18–35. Regardless of the exact target demographic, the general idea was to appeal to viewers who were not close to retirement age and to modernize television programming, which the networks felt overall was stuck in a 1950s mentality, to closely resemble contemporary American society.
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The 1970s started strongly for NBC thanks to hits like Adam-12[image: External link], Rowan & Martin's Laugh-In[image: External link], Ironside[image: External link], The Dean Martin Show[image: External link] and The Flip Wilson Show[image: External link]. However, despite the success of such new shows as the NBC Mystery Movie[image: External link], Sanford and Son[image: External link], Chico and the Man[image: External link], Little House on the Prairie[image: External link], The Midnight Special[image: External link], The Rockford Files[image: External link], Police Woman[image: External link] and Emergency![image: External link], as well as continued success from veterans like The Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson[image: External link] and The Wonderful World of Disney[image: External link], the network entered a slump in the middle of the decade. Disney, in particular, saw its ratings nosedive once CBS put 60 Minutes[image: External link] up against the program in the Sunday 7:00 p.m. time slot in the 1975–76 season[image: External link].

In 1974, under new president Herb Schlosser, the network tried to attract younger viewers with a series of costly movies, miniseries[image: External link] and specials. This failed to attract the desirable 18–34 demographic, and simultaneously alienated older viewers.[28] None of the new prime-time shows that NBC introduced in the fall of 1975 earned a second season renewal, all failing in the face of established competition. The network's lone breakout success that season was the groundbreaking late-night comedy/variety show, NBC's Saturday Night – which would be renamed Saturday Night Live in 1976, after the cancellation of a Howard Cosell-hosted program of the same title[image: External link] on ABC – which replaced reruns of The Tonight Show that previously aired in its Saturday time slot.

In 1978, Schlosser was promoted to executive vice president at RCA,[29] and a desperate NBC lured Fred Silverman[image: External link] away from top-rated ABC to turn its fortunes around. With the notable exceptions of CHiPs[image: External link], Diff'rent Strokes[image: External link] and its spin-off The Facts of Life[image: External link], Real People[image: External link] and the miniseries Shōgun[image: External link], Silverman was unable to pull out a hit. Failures accumulated rapidly under his watch (such as Hello, Larry[image: External link], Supertrain[image: External link], Pink Lady and Jeff[image: External link], The Krofft Superstar Hour[image: External link] and The Waverly Wonders[image: External link]). Ironically, many of them were beaten in the ratings by shows that Silverman had greenlit during his previous tenures at CBS and ABC.

During this time, several longtime affiliates also defected from NBC in markets such as Atlanta[image: External link] ( WSB-TV[image: External link]), Baltimore[image: External link] ( WBAL-TV[image: External link]), Baton Rouge[image: External link] ( WBRZ-TV[image: External link]), Charlotte[image: External link] ( WSOC-TV[image: External link]), Dayton[image: External link] ( WDTN[image: External link]), Indianapolis[image: External link] ( WRTV[image: External link]), Jacksonville[image: External link] ( WTLV[image: External link]), Minneapolis-St. Paul[image: External link] ( KSTP-TV[image: External link]), San Diego[image: External link] ( KGTV[image: External link]), Schenectady (WRGB) and Wheeling[image: External link] ( WTRF-TV[image: External link]). Most were wooed away by ABC, which had lifted out of last place to become the #1 network during the late 1970s and early 1980s, while WBAL-TV, WRGB and WTRF-TV went to CBS; WBAL-TV was originally to go to ABC, but the station decided against it because ABC's evening newscasts[image: External link] had attracted ratings too dismal for them to consider doing so.[30][31] In the case of WSB-TV and WSOC-TV, which have both since become ABC affiliates, both stations were (and remain) under common ownership with Cox Enterprises[image: External link], with its other NBC affiliate at the time, WIIC-TV in Pittsburgh[image: External link] (which would become WPXI[image: External link] in 1981 and also remains owned by Cox), only staying with the network because WIIC-TV itself was a distant third to CBS-affiliated powerhouse KDKA-TV[image: External link] and ABC affiliate WTAE-TV[image: External link] (KDKA-TV, owned at the time by Group W[image: External link] and now owned by CBS[image: External link], infamously passed up affiliating with NBC after Westinghouse[image: External link] bought the station from DuMont in 1954, leading to an acrimonious relationship between NBC and Westinghouse that lasted for years afterward). In markets such as San Diego, Charlotte and Jacksonville, NBC had little choice but to affiliate with a UHF[image: External link] station, with the San Diego station ( KNSD[image: External link]) eventually becoming an NBC O&O. In Wheeling, NBC ultimately upgraded its affiliation when it partnered with WTOV-TV[image: External link] in nearby Steubenville, Ohio[image: External link], overtaking former affiliate WTRF-TV in the ratings by a large margin. Other smaller television markets like Yuma, Arizona[image: External link] waited many years to get another local NBC affiliate (first with KIVA[image: External link], and later KYMA[image: External link]). The stations in Baltimore, Dayton and Jacksonville, however, have since rejoined the network.

After President Jimmy Carter[image: External link] pulled the U.S. team out of the 1980 Summer Olympics[image: External link], NBC canceled a planned 150 hours of coverage (which had cost $87 million for the broadcast rights), placing the network's future in doubt. It had been counting on the broadcasts to help promote its new fall shows, and had been estimated to pull in $170 million in advertising revenue.[32]

The press was merciless towards Silverman, but the two most savage attacks on his leadership came from within the network. The company that composed the promotional theme for NBC's "Proud as a Peacock[image: External link]" image campaign created a parody song called "Loud as a Peacock," which was broadcast on Don Imus[image: External link]' program on WNBC radio in New York. Its lyrics blamed Silverman for the network's problems ("The Peacock's dead, so thank you, Fred"). An angered Silverman ordered all remaining copies of the spoof destroyed, although some copies remain in circulation. Saturday Night Live writer and occasional performer Al Franken[image: External link] satirized Silverman in a sketch on the program titled "Limo for a Lame-O". Silverman later admitted he "never liked Al Franken to begin with", and the sketch ruined Franken's chance of succeeding Lorne Michaels[image: External link] as executive producer of SNL following his 1980 departure (with the position going to Jean Doumanian[image: External link], who was fired after one season following declining ratings and negative critical reviews. Michaels would later return to the show in 1985).[33]
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Fred Silverman resigned as entertainment president in the summer of 1981. Grant Tinker[image: External link], a highly regarded producer who co-founded MTM Enterprises[image: External link] with then-wife Mary Tyler Moore[image: External link], became president of the network and Brandon Tartikoff[image: External link] became president of the entertainment division. Tartikoff inherited a schedule full of aging dramas and very few sitcoms, but showed patience with promising programs. One such show was the critically acclaimed Hill Street Blues[image: External link], which suffered from poor ratings during its first season. Rather than canceling the show, he moved the Emmy Award[image: External link]-winning police drama from Steven Bochco[image: External link] to Thursdays, where its ratings improved dramatically. He used the same tactics with St. Elsewhere[image: External link] and Cheers[image: External link]. Shows like these were able to get the same ad revenue as their higher-rated competition because of their desirable demographics, upscale adults ages 18–34.[34] While the network claimed moderate successes with Gimme a Break![image: External link], Silver Spoons[image: External link], Knight Rider[image: External link] and Remington Steele[image: External link], its biggest hit during this period was The A-Team[image: External link], which, at 10th place, was the network's only program to rank in the Nielsen[image: External link] Top-20 for the 1982–83 season[image: External link], and ascended to third place the following year. These shows helped NBC through the disastrous 1983–84 season[image: External link], which saw none of its nine new fall shows gaining a second year.[35]

In February 1982, NBC canceled Tom Snyder[image: External link]'s The Tomorrow Show[image: External link] and gave the 12:35 a.m. time slot to 34-year-old comedian David Letterman[image: External link]. Though Letterman was unsuccessful with his weekday morning talk show effort[image: External link] for the network (which debuted on June 23, 1980), Late Night with David Letterman[image: External link] proved much more successful, lasting for 11 years and serving as the launching pad for another late-night talk franchise[image: External link] that continues to this day.

In 1984, the huge success of The Cosby Show[image: External link] led to a renewed interest in sitcoms, while Family Ties[image: External link] and Cheers, both of which premiered in 1982 to mediocre ratings (the latter ranking at near dead last among all network shows during the 1982–83 season), saw their viewership increase from having Cosby as a lead-in. The network rose from third place to second in the ratings during the 1984–85 season[image: External link] and reached first place in 1985–86[image: External link], with hits The Golden Girls[image: External link], Miami Vice[image: External link], 227[image: External link], Night Court[image: External link], Highway to Heaven[image: External link] and Hunter[image: External link]. The network's upswing continued late into the decade with ALF[image: External link], Amen[image: External link], Matlock[image: External link], L.A. Law[image: External link], The Hogan Family[image: External link], A Different World[image: External link], Empty Nest[image: External link], Unsolved Mysteries[image: External link] and In the Heat of the Night[image: External link]. In 1986, Bob Wright[image: External link] was appointed as chairman of NBC.

In the fall of 1987, NBC conceived a syndication package for its owned-and-operated stations, under the brand "Prime Time Begins at 7:30", consisting of five sitcoms that each aired once a week, and were produced by various production companies contracted by NBC. The series included Marblehead Manor[image: External link] (from Paramount Television[image: External link], airing Mondays), centering on a mansion owner and the people who live with him;[36] She's the Sheriff[image: External link] (from Lorimar-Telepictures[image: External link] and airing Tuesdays), a comeback vehicle for Suzanne Somers[image: External link] which cast her as a widowed county sheriff;[36] a series adapted from the George S. Kaufman[image: External link] play You Can't Take It with You[image: External link] (airing Wednesdays), starring Harry Morgan[image: External link]; Out of This World[image: External link] (from MCA Television[image: External link] and airing Thursdays), which starred Maureen Flannigan[image: External link] as a teenager born to an alien father and human mother that develops supernatural abilities on her 15th birthday;[37] and a revival of the short-lived 1983 NBC series We Got It Made[image: External link] (produced by Fred Silverman[image: External link] for MGM Television[image: External link] and closing out the week on Fridays), as part of an ongoing trend at the time in which former network series were revived in first-run syndication.[37]

The package was aimed at attracting viewers to NBC stations in the half-hour preceding prime time (8:00 p.m. in the Eastern[image: External link] and Pacific Time Zone[image: External link], 7:00 p.m. elsewhere),[37][38] and was conceived as a result of the FCC's loosening of the Prime Time Access Rule[image: External link], legislation passed in 1971 that required networks to turn over the 7:30 p.m. (Eastern) time slot to local stations to program local or syndicated content; and the relaxation of the Financial Interest and Syndication Rules[image: External link], which had prevented networks from producing content from their own syndication units to fill the void.[38] The shows that were part of the package were regularly outrated in many markets by such syndicated game shows as Wheel of Fortune[image: External link], Jeopardy![image: External link] and Hollywood Squares[image: External link]. Marblehead Manor, We Got It Made and You Can't Take It With You were cancelled at the end of the 1987–88 season, with She's the Sheriff lasting one more season in weekend syndication before its cancellation. Out of This World ran for three additional seasons, airing mainly on weekends, and was the most successful of the five series.

NBC aired the first of eight consecutive Summer Olympic Games[image: External link] broadcasts when it covered the 1988 Games[image: External link] in Seoul[image: External link], South Korea[image: External link]. The 1988–89 season[image: External link] saw NBC have an astonishing 18 series in Nielsen's year-end Top 30 most-watched network programs; it also ranked at first place in the weekly ratings for more than 12 months, an unprecedented achievement that has not been duplicated since. The network continued its hot streak into the early 1990s with new hits such as The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air[image: External link], Blossom[image: External link] and Law & Order[image: External link].
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 "Must See TV"




Main article: Must See TV[image: External link]


In 1991, Tartikoff left his role as NBC's President of Entertainment to take an executive position at Paramount Pictures[image: External link]. In the course of a decade, he had taken control of a network with no shows in the Nielsen Top 10 and left it with five. Tartikoff was succeeded by Warren Littlefield[image: External link], whose first years as entertainment president proved shaky as a result of most of the Tartikoff-era hits ending their runs. Some blamed Littlefield for losing David Letterman[image: External link] to CBS after naming Jay Leno[image: External link] as the successor to Johnny Carson[image: External link] on The Tonight Show, following the latter's retirement as host in May 1992. Things turned around with the launches of new hit series such as Mad About You[image: External link], Wings[image: External link], Sisters[image: External link], Frasier[image: External link], Friends[image: External link], ER[image: External link] and Will & Grace[image: External link].

One of Tartikoff's late acquisitions, Seinfeld[image: External link] initially struggled from its debut in 1989 as a summer series, but grew to become one of NBC's top-rated shows after it was moved to Thursdays in the time slot following Cheers. Seinfeld ended its run in 1998, becoming the latest overall television program in the U.S. to end its final season[image: External link] as the leader in the Nielsen ratings[image: External link] for a single television season. Consequently, Friends emerged as NBC's biggest television show after the 1998 Seinfeld final broadcast. It dominated the ratings, never leaving the top five watched shows of the year from its second through tenth seasons and landing on the number-one spot during season eight in the 2001–02 season[image: External link] as the latest sitcom in the U.S. to lead the annual Nielsen primetime television ratings. Cheers spinoff Frasier became a critical and commercial success, usually landing in the Nielsen Top 20 – although its ratings were overshadowed to a minor extent by Friends – and went on to win numerous Emmy Awards (eventually setting a record for a sitcom that lasted until it was overtaken by Modern Family[image: External link] in 2014). In 1994, the network began branding its strong Thursday night lineup, mainly in reference to the comedies airing in the first two hours, under the "Must See TV" tagline (which during the mid- and late 1990s, was also applied to NBC's comedy blocks on other nights, particularly on Tuesdays).

By the mid-1990s, NBC's sports division[image: External link], headed by Dick Ebersol[image: External link], had rights to three of the four major professional sports leagues (the NFL[image: External link], Major League Baseball[image: External link] and the NBA[image: External link]), the Olympics, and the national powerhouse Notre Dame Fighting Irish football[image: External link] team. The NBA on NBC enjoyed great success in the 1990s due in large part to the Chicago Bulls[image: External link]' run of six championships at the hands of superstar Michael Jordan[image: External link]. However, NBC Sports would suffer a major blow in 1998, when it lost the rights to the American Football Conference[image: External link] (AFC) to CBS[image: External link], which itself had lost rights to the National Football Conference[image: External link] (NFC) to Fox[image: External link] four years earlier;[39] the deal stripped NBC of National Football League[image: External link] (NFL) game telecasts after 59 years and AFC games after 36 years (dating back to its existence as the American Football League[image: External link] prior to its 1970 merger[image: External link] with the NFL).

Littlefield left NBC in 1998 to pursue a career as a television and film producer,[40] with the network subsequently going through three entertainment presidents in three years. Littlefield was replaced as president of NBC Entertainment by Scott Sassa[image: External link], who oversaw the development of such shows as The West Wing[image: External link], Law & Order: Special Victims Unit[image: External link] and Fear Factor[image: External link]. After Sassa was reassigned to NBC's West Coast Division, Garth Ancier[image: External link] was named as his replacement in 1999.[41] Jeff Zucker[image: External link] then succeeded Ancier as president of NBC Entertainment in 2000.[42]
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 New century, new problems




At the start of the 2000s, NBC's fortunes started to take a rapid turn for the worse. That year, NBC's longstanding ratings lead ended as CBS (which had languished in the ratings after losing the NFL) overtook it for first place. In 2001, CBS chose to move its hit reality series Survivor[image: External link] to serve as the anchor of its Thursday night lineup. Its success was taken as a suggestion that NBC's nearly two decades of dominance on Thursday nights could be broken; even so, the strength of Friends, Will & Grace, ER and Just Shoot Me![image: External link] (the latter of which saw its highest viewership following its move to that night in the 2000–01 season[image: External link]) helped the network continue to lead the Thursday ratings. Overall, NBC retook its first place lead that year, and spent much of the next four years (with the exception of the 2002–03 season[image: External link], when it was briefly jumped again by CBS for first) in the top spot.

On the other hand, NBC was stripped of the broadcast rights to two other major sports leagues: it lost Major League Baseball to Fox[image: External link] after the 2000 season (by that point, NBC only had alternating rights to the All-Star Game[image: External link], League Championship Series[image: External link] and World Series[image: External link]), and, later, the NBA to ABC[image: External link] after the 2001–02 season[image: External link]. After losing the NBA rights, NBC's major sports offerings were reduced to the Olympics (which in 2002[image: External link], expanded to include rights to the Winter Olympics[image: External link], as part of a contract that gave it the U.S. television rights to both the Summer and Winter Olympics through 2012[image: External link]), PGA Tour[image: External link] golf events and a floundering Notre Dame football program (however, it would eventually acquire the rights to the National Hockey League[image: External link] in May 2004).

In October 2001, NBC acquired Spanish-language network Telemundo[image: External link] from Liberty Media[image: External link] and Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link] for $2.7 billion, beating out other bidders including CBS/ Viacom[image: External link]. The deal was finalized in 2002.[43][44]

In 2003, French entertainment conglomerate Vivendi[image: External link] acquired a 49% interest in NBC from General Electric, integrating the company with Vivendi's various film, television and amusement properties (including Universal Pictures), under the integrated NBC Universal. In 2004, Zucker was promoted to the newly created position of president of NBC Universal Television Group. Kevin Reilly[image: External link] became the new president of NBC Entertainment.[45]

In 2004, NBC experienced a Three on a match[image: External link] scenario (Friends and Frasier ended their runs; Jerry Orbach[image: External link], who had played one of the most popular characters[image: External link] of its hit Law & Order, died suddenly later that year), and shortly afterward was left with several moderately rated shows and few true hits.[46] In particular, Friends spin-off Joey[image: External link], despite a relatively strong start, started to falter in the ratings during its second season. The 2004–05 season[image: External link] saw NBC become the first major network to air select dramas in letterbox[image: External link] over its analog broadcast feed; the move was done in the hopes of attracting new viewers, although the network saw only a slight boost.

In December 2005, NBC began its first week-long primetime game show event, Deal or No Deal[image: External link]; the series garnered high ratings, and returning as a weekly series in March 2006. Otherwise, the 2005–06[image: External link] season was one of the worst for NBC in three decades, with only one fall series, the sitcom My Name Is Earl[image: External link], surviving for a second season; the sole remaining anchor of the "Must See TV" lineup, Will & Grace also saw its ratings decline. That season, NBC's ratings freefalled to fourth place, behind a resurgent ABC, Fox (which would eventually become the most-watched U.S. broadcast network in the 2007–08 season) and top-rated CBS (which led for much of the remainder of the decade). During this time, all of the networks faced audience erosion from increased competition by cable television[image: External link], home video[image: External link], video games[image: External link] and the Internet[image: External link], with NBC being the hardest hit.

The 2006–07 season[image: External link] was a mixed bag for the network, with Deal or No Deal remaining strong and Heroes[image: External link] becoming a surprise hit on Monday nights, while the highly touted Studio 60 on the Sunset Strip[image: External link] (from West Wing creator Aaron Sorkin) lost a third of its premiere-night viewers by Week 6 and was eventually cancelled; two critically acclaimed sitcoms, The Office[image: External link] and 30 Rock[image: External link], also pulled in modest successes and went on to win the Emmy Award for Outstanding Comedy Series for four consecutive years. The network also regained the rights to the NFL after eight years that season when it acquired the Sunday Night Football[image: External link] package from ESPN[image: External link] (as part of a deal that also saw Monday Night Football[image: External link] move to ESPN from ABC). However, despite this, NBC remained at a very distant fourth place, barely ranking ahead of The CW[image: External link].

However, NBC did experience success with its summer schedule, despite its declining ratings during the main broadcast season. America's Got Talent[image: External link], a reality talent competition series that premiered in 2006, earned a 4.6 rating in the 18-49 demographic, higher than that earned by the 2002 premiere of Fox's American Idol[image: External link]. Got Talent (which is the flagship of an international talent competition franchise[image: External link]) would continue to garner unusually high ratings throughout its summer run. However, NBC decided not to place it in the spring season, and instead use it as a platform to promote their upcoming fall shows. Originally hosted by Regis Philbin[image: External link], as of 2013 the series is currently hosted by Nick Cannon[image: External link], and continues to garner strong ratings throughout its summer seasons. In March 2007, NBC announced that it would begin offering full-length episodes of its prime time series for streaming[image: External link] on mobile devices, becoming the first U.S. broadcast network to offer on-demand mobile episode content, as the market began shifting away from traditional television.[47]

Following the unexpected termination of Kevin Reilly, in 2007, Ben Silverman[image: External link] was appointed president of NBC Entertainment,[48] while Jeff Zucker was promoted to succeed Bob Wright as CEO of NBC. The network failed to generate any new primetime hits during the 2008–09 season[image: External link] (despite the rare good fortune of having the rights to both the Super Bowl[image: External link] and the Summer Olympics[image: External link] in which to promote their new programming slate), the sitcom Parks and Recreation[image: External link] survived for a second season after a six-episode first season, while Heroes and Deal or No Deal both collapsed in the ratings and were later cancelled (with a revamped Deal or No Deal being revived for one additional season in syndication). In a March 2009 interview, Zucker had stated that he no longer believed it would be possible for NBC to become #1 in prime time.[49] Ben Silverman left the network in 2009, with Jeff Gaspin[image: External link] replacing him as president of NBC Entertainment.
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 Comcast Era (2011–)




See also: 2010 Tonight Show conflict[image: External link]


On December 3, 2009, Comcast[image: External link] announced they would purchase a 51% controlling stake in NBC Universal from General Electric (which would retain the remaining 49%) for $6.5 billion in cash and $9.1 billion in raised debt.[50] GE used $5.8 billion from the deal to buy out Vivendi's 20% interest in NBC Universal.[50]

NBC's broadcast of the 2010 Winter Olympics[image: External link] in Vancouver[image: External link], in February of that year, generated a ratings increase of 21% over its broadcast of the 2006 Winter Games[image: External link] in Torino[image: External link]. The network was criticized for repeatedly showing footage of a crash occurring during practice for an Olympic luge[image: External link] competition that killed Georgian[image: External link] luger Nodar Kumaritashvili[image: External link]. NBC News president Steve Capus[image: External link] ordered the footage not to be shown without his permission and Olympics prime time host Bob Costas[image: External link] promised on-air that the video would not be shown again during the Games.[51][52] NBC Universal was on track to lose $250 million in advertising revenue on that year's Winter Olympics, failing to make up the $820 million it paid for the U.S. television rights.[53] Even so, with its continuing position in fourth place (although it virtually tied with ABC in many demographics on the strength of NBC's sports broadcasts that year[54]), the 2009–10 season[image: External link] ended with only two scripted shows – Community[image: External link] and Parenthood[image: External link], as well as three unscripted shows – The Marriage Ref[image: External link], Who Do You Think You Are?[image: External link] and Minute to Win It[image: External link] – being renewed for second seasons, while other series such as Heroes and veteran crime drama Law & Order (the latter of which ended after 20 seasons, tying it with Gunsmoke[image: External link] as the longest-running prime time drama in U.S. television history) were cancelled.

After Conan O'Brien[image: External link] succeeded Jay Leno as host of The Tonight Show in 2009, the network gave Leno a new prime time talk show[image: External link], committing to air it every weeknight at 10:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific as an inexpensive comedic alternative to the police procedurals[image: External link] and other hour-long dramas typically aired in that time slot.[55] In doing so, NBC became the first major U.S. broadcast network in decades,[56] if ever,[57] to broadcast the same program in a weekdaily prime time strip[image: External link]. Its executives called the decision "a transformational moment in the history of broadcasting" and "in effect, launching five shows."[56] Conversely, industry executives criticized the network for abandoning a history of airing quality dramas in the 10:00 hour, and expressed concern that it would hurt NBC by undermining a reputation built on successful scripted series.[58] Citing complaints from many affiliates, which saw their late-evening newscasts drop significantly in the local ratings during The Jay Leno Show[image: External link]'s run, NBC announced on January 10, 2010 that it would drop Leno's show from the 10:00 p.m. slot –[59] with Zucker announcing plans to shift the program (which would have been reduced to a half-hour) into the 11:35 p.m. slot and shift its existing late night lineup (including The Tonight Show) by 30 minutes. The removal of The Jay Leno Show from its prime time schedule had almost no impact on the network's ratings. The increases NBC experienced in the 2010–11 season[image: External link] compared to 2009–10[image: External link] were almost entirely attributable to the rising viewership of NBC Sunday Night Football.[60] By 2012, the shows that occupied the 10:00 p.m. time slot drew lower numbers than The Jay Leno Show did when it aired in that hour two years before.[61] In the spring of 2010, cable provider and multimedia firm Comcast[image: External link] announced it would acquire a majority interest in NBC Universal from General Electric, which would retain a minority stake in the company in the interim.

On September 24, 2010, Jeff Zucker announced that he would step down as NBC Universal's CEO once the company's merger with Comcast was completed at the end of the year.[62][63] After the deal was finalized, Steve Burke was named CEO of NBCUniversal[64] and Robert Greenblatt[image: External link] replaced Jeff Gaspin as chairman of NBC Entertainment.[65] In 2011, NBC was finally able to find a breakout hit in the midseason reality singing competition series The Voice[image: External link]. Otherwise, NBC had another tough season, with every single new fall program getting cancelled by season's end - the third time this has happened to the network after the fall of 1975, and the fall of 1983 - and the midseason legal drama Harry's Law[image: External link] being its only freshman scripted series to be renewed for the 2011–12 season[image: External link]. The network nearly completed its full conversion to an all-HD schedule (outside of the Saturday morning time slot leased by the Qubo[image: External link] consortium, which NBCUniversal would rescind its stake in the following year) on September 20, 2011, when Last Call with Carson Daly[image: External link] converted to the format with the premiere of its 11th season.

The 2011–12 season was another tough season for NBC. On the upside, the network's broadcast of Super Bowl XLVI[image: External link] was the most-watched program in U.S. television history at the time, and the network's Monday night midseason lineup of The Voice and musical-drama Smash[image: External link] was very successful. The network managed to lift itself into third place in the 18-49 demographic in the 2011–12 season, primarily on the strength of those three programs (SNF, The Voice, and Smash), breaking the network's eight-year streak in fourth place. Four shows survived for a second season, but three of them were cancelled in the following year, none were unqualified ratings successes, and the network remained a distant fourth place in total viewership.

In the fall of 2012, NBC greatly expanded its sitcom roster, with eight comedy series airing on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday nights. NBC bounced back to first place network in adults 18-49 that fall, boosted by the new season of The Voice, the initial success of freshman drama Revolution[image: External link] and sitcom Go On[image: External link], and the continued strength of Sunday Night Football. However, withholding the new season of The Voice and benching Revolution until late March, the network's midseason ratings suffered, falling to fifth place behind Spanish-language network Univision[image: External link] during the February sweeps period[image: External link].[66] The 2012–13 season[image: External link] ended with NBC finishing in third place overall,[67][68] albeit by a narrow margin, with only three new shows, all dramas, surviving for a second season (Revolution, Chicago Fire[image: External link] and Hannibal[image: External link]).

In 2013, NBC Sports migrated its business and production operations (including NBCSN[image: External link]) to new facilities in Stamford, Connecticut[image: External link].[69] Production of the network's NFL pre-game show[image: External link] Football Night in America[image: External link] remained at the NBC Studios[image: External link] at Rockefeller Center (with production operations based in Studio 8G, while the program itself was broadcast in Studio 8H, the longtime home of Saturday Night Live), until it migrated to the Stamford facility in September 2014. Despite the failure of another highly advertised game show event, The Million Second Quiz[image: External link], the 2013–14 season[image: External link] was mostly successful for NBC due to the continued success of The Voice, Chicago Fire, Revolution, Sunday Night Football and Grimm[image: External link]. Along with new hits including The Blacklist[image: External link], Hannibal[image: External link] and Chicago PD[image: External link] and a significant ratings boost from its broadcast of the 2014 Winter Olympics[image: External link], NBC became the #1 network in the coveted 18-49 demographic that season for the first time since 2003–04, when Friends ended. NBC also improved considerably in total viewership, finishing behind long-dominant CBS in second place for the season.[70]

The 2014–15 season[image: External link] was something of a mixed bag for NBC, but still successful. NBC launched eight new series that year, with only one, comedy-drama police procedural The Mysteries of Laura[image: External link], being renewed for a second season. Nevertheless, the network continued to experience success with most of its returning series, especially The Blacklist (despite a modest decline in viewership following its move to Thursdays midway through the season, due partly to an initial weak lead-in from miniseries The Slap[image: External link]). Combined with the record number of viewers tuning in to Super Bowl XLIX[image: External link], NBC again finished #1 in the 18-49 demographic and in second place overall.[71]

The 2015–16 season[image: External link] was successful for NBC, with the successful launch of the new drama Blindspot[image: External link] premiering after The Voice[image: External link], then subsequently being renewed for a second season in November 2015.[72] NBC also continued with the success with the Chicago[image: External link] franchise with launching its second spin-off Chicago Med[image: External link], which also received an early second season pick up in February 2016.[73] Thursday nights continues to be a struggle for NBC, with continued success with the third season of The Blacklist[image: External link] brought the failed launch of Heroes Reborn[image: External link] which was cancelled in January 2016,[74] and thriller The Player[image: External link], however NBC found success with police procedural Shades of Blue[image: External link] which improved the 10pm time slot and was renewed for a second season in February 2016.[75] On the comedy side, NBC surprisingly found success in the new workplace sitcom Superstore[image: External link] which premiered as a "preview" after The Voice in November 2015, and officially launched in January 2016 which brought decent ratings for a new comedy without The Voice as a lead-in and which was subsequently renewed for a second season in February 2016.[76]

The 2016–17 season[image: External link] brought more success for NBC with new Comedy-drama This Is Us[image: External link] which was well received by critics and ratings and was renewed for two additional seasons in January 2017.[77] The Blacklist[image: External link] continued to bring in modest ratings however, it brought the failed launch of its spinoff The Blacklist: Redemption[image: External link]. NBC continued to grow the Chicago[image: External link] franchise with a third spinoff titled Chicago Justice[image: External link]. On the comedy side, workplace sitcom Superstore[image: External link] continued success in its second season. The network launched new fantasy sitcom The Good Place[image: External link] following The Voice[image: External link] and brought in modest ratings and was renewed for a second season in January 2017.[78]
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 Programming




Main articles: List of programs broadcast by NBC[image: External link] and List of programs previously broadcast by NBC[image: External link]


As of 2013, NBC provides 87 hours of regularly scheduled network programming each week. The network provides 22 hours of prime time programming to affiliated stations Monday through Saturdays from 8:00–11:00 p.m. (7:00–10:00 p.m. in all other U.S. time zones) and Sundays from 7:00–11:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time (6:00–10:00 p.m. in all other time zones).

Daytime programming is also provided weekdays between 12:00 and 3:00 p.m. in the form of the one-hour weekday soap opera Days of Our Lives (the scheduling of the program varies depending on the station, although it is initially fed to affiliates at 1:00 p.m. Eastern). NBC News[image: External link] programming includes the morning news/interview program Today from 7:00–11:00 a.m. weekdays, 7:00–9:00 on Saturdays and 7:00–8:00 on Sundays; nightly editions of NBC Nightly News (whose weekend editions are occasionally subject to abbreviation or preemption due to sports telecasts overrunning into the program's time slot), the Sunday political talk show[image: External link] Meet the Press[image: External link], weekday early-morning news program Early Today[image: External link] and newsmagazine Dateline NBC[image: External link]. Late nights feature the weeknight talk shows The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon[image: External link], Late Night with Seth Meyers[image: External link] and Last Call with Carson Daly[image: External link], weeknight replays of the fourth hour of Today and CNBC[image: External link] program Mad Money[image: External link], and the sketch comedy show Saturday Night Live, and the LXTV[image: External link]-produced 1st Look[image: External link] and Open House NYC on Saturdays (replays of the previous week's 1st Look also air on Friday late nights on most stations).

The network's Saturday morning children's programming time slot is programmed by Litton Entertainment[image: External link] under a time-lease agreement. The three-hour block of programming designed for 14-16 year-old teenage viewers is under the umbrella branding of The More You Know[image: External link], based on the network's long-time strand of internally-produced public service announcements[image: External link] of the same name[image: External link]. It premiered on October 8, 2016, giving Litton control of all but Fox's Saturday morning E/I[image: External link] programming among the five major broadcast networks.

Sports programming is also provided weekend afternoons at any time between 12:00 and 6:00 p.m. (9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., or tape-delayed[image: External link] in the Pacific Time Zone). Due to the unpredictable length of sporting events, NBC will occasionally pre-empt scheduled programs (more common with the weekend editions of NBC Nightly News, and local and syndicated programs carried by its owned-and-operated stations and affiliates). NBC has also held the American broadcasting rights to the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link] since the 1988 games and the rights to the Winter Olympic Games[image: External link] since the 2002 games. Coverage of the Olympics on NBC[image: External link] have included pre-empting regularly scheduled programs during daytime, primetime, and late night.
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 NBC News




Main article: NBC News[image: External link]


News coverage has long been an important part of NBC's operations and public image, dating to the network's radio days. Notable NBC News productions past and present include Today, NBC Nightly News (and its immediate predecessor, the Huntley-Brinkley Report[image: External link]), Meet the Press (which has the distinction of the longest continuously running program in the history of American television), Dateline NBC, Early Today, NBC News at Sunrise[image: External link], NBC Nightside[image: External link] and Rock Center with Brian Williams[image: External link].

In 1989, the news division began its expansion to cable with the launch of business news channel CNBC. The company eventually formed other cable news[image: External link] services including MSNBC (created in 1996 originally as a joint venture with Microsoft[image: External link], which now features a mix of general news and political discussion programs with a liberal stance),[79][80] and the 2008 acquisition of The Weather Channel[image: External link] in conjunction with Blackstone Group[image: External link] and Bain Capital[image: External link]. In addition, NBCSN[image: External link] (operated as part of the NBC Sports Group, and which became an NBC property through Comcast's acquisition of NBCUniversal) carries sports news content alongside sports event telecasts. Key anchors from NBC News are also used during NBC Sports coverage of the Olympic Games[image: External link].
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 Daytime programming




Main article: NBC Daytime[image: External link]


NBC is currently the home to only one daytime program, the hour-long soap opera Days of Our Lives, which has been broadcast on the network since 1965. Since NBC turned back an hour of its then two-hour daytime schedule to its affiliates as a result of the September 2007 expansion of Today to four hours, the network currently ties with The CW for the fewest daytime programming hours of any major broadcast television network.

Long-running daytime dramas seen on NBC in the past include The Doctors[image: External link] (1963–1982), Another World (1964–1999), Santa Barbara[image: External link] (1984–1993), and Passions[image: External link] (1999–2007, later moving to The 101[image: External link]). NBC also aired the final 4½ years of Search for Tomorrow[image: External link] (1982–1986) after that series was initially cancelled by CBS, although many NBC affiliates did not clear the show during its tenure on the network. NBC has also aired numerous short-lived soap operas, including Generations[image: External link] (1989–1991), Sunset Beach[image: External link] (1997–1999), and the two Another World spin-offs, Somerset[image: External link] (1970–1976) and Texas[image: External link] (1980–1982).

Notable daytime game shows that once aired on NBC include The Price Is Right[image: External link] (1956–1963), Concentration[image: External link] (1958–1973 and 1987–1991 as Classic Concentration), The Match Game[image: External link] (1962–1969), Let's Make a Deal[image: External link] (1963–1968 and 1990–1991, as well as a short-lived primetime revival in 2002), Jeopardy![image: External link] (1964–1975 and 1978–1979), The Hollywood Squares (1966–1980), Wheel of Fortune (1975–1989 and 1991), Password Plus/Super Password[image: External link] (1979–1982 and 1984–1989), Sale of the Century[image: External link] (1969–1973 and 1983–1989) and Scrabble[image: External link] (1984–1990 and 1993). The last game show ever to air as part of NBC's daytime schedule was the short-lived Caesars Challenge[image: External link], which ended in January 1994.

Notable past daytime talk shows that have aired on NBC have included Home[image: External link] (1954–1957), The Ernie Kovacs Show[image: External link] (1955–1956), The Merv Griffin Show[image: External link] (1962–1963), Leeza[image: External link] (1994–1999) and Later Today[image: External link] (1999–2000).
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 Children's programming




Main articles: Children's programming on NBC[image: External link], TNBC[image: External link], Discovery Kids on NBC[image: External link], qubo[image: External link], and NBC Kids[image: External link]


Children's programming has played a part in NBC's programming since its initial roots in television. NBC's first major children's series, Howdy Doody[image: External link], debuted in 1947 and was one of the era's first breakthrough television shows. From the mid-1960s until 1992, the bulk of NBC's children's programming was composed of mainly animated programming including classic Looney Tunes[image: External link] and Woody Woodpecker[image: External link] shorts; reruns of primetime animated sitcoms such as The Flintstones[image: External link] and The Jetsons[image: External link]; foreign acquisitions like Astro Boy[image: External link] and Kimba the White Lion[image: External link]; animated adaptions of Punky Brewster[image: External link], ALF[image: External link] and Star Trek[image: External link] as well as animated vehicles for Gary Coleman[image: External link] and Mr. T[image: External link]; live-action programs like The Banana Splits[image: External link], The Bugaloos[image: External link] and H.R. Pufnstuf[image: External link]; and the original broadcasts of Gumby[image: External link], The Rocky and Bullwinkle Show[image: External link], Underdog[image: External link], The Smurfs[image: External link], Alvin and the Chipmunks[image: External link] and Disney's Adventures of the Gummi Bears[image: External link]. From 1984 to 1989, the network aired a series of public service announcements[image: External link] called One to Grow On[image: External link], which aired after the end credits of every program or every other children's program.[81]

In 1989, NBC premiered Saved by the Bell[image: External link], a live-action teen sitcom[image: External link] which originated on The Disney Channel[image: External link] the previous year as Good Morning, Miss Bliss[image: External link] (which served as a starring vehicle for Hayley Mills[image: External link]; four[image: External link] cast members[image: External link] from[image: External link] that show[image: External link] were cast in the NBC series as the characters they originally played on Miss Bliss). Saved by the Bell, despite being given bad reviews from television critics, would become one of the most popular teen series in television history as well as the top-rated series on Saturday mornings, dethroning ABC's The Bugs Bunny and Tweety Show[image: External link] in its first season.

The success of Saved by the Bell led NBC to remove animated series from its Saturday morning lineup in August 1992 in favor of additional live-action series as part of a new block called TNBC[image: External link], along with the debut of a Saturday edition of Today[image: External link]. Most of the series featured on the TNBC lineup were executive produced by Peter Engel[image: External link] (such as City Guys[image: External link], Hang Time[image: External link], California Dreams[image: External link], One World[image: External link] and the Saved by the Bell spinoff, Saved by the Bell: The New Class[image: External link]), with the lineup being designed from the start to meet the earliest form of the FCC's educational programming guidelines[image: External link] under the Children's Television Act[image: External link].[82] NBA Inside Stuff, an analysis and interview program aimed at teens that was hosted for most of its run by Ahmad Rashād[image: External link], was also a part of the TNBC lineup during the NBA season until 2002 (when the program moved to ABC as a result of that network taking the NBA rights from NBC).

In 2002, NBC entered into an agreement with Discovery Communications[image: External link] to carry educational children's programs from the Discovery Kids[image: External link] cable channel.[82] Debuting that September, the Discovery Kids on NBC[image: External link] block originally consisted exclusively of live-action series, including reality series Trading Spaces: Boys vs. Girls (a kid-themed version of the TLC[image: External link] series Trading Spaces[image: External link]); the Emmy-nominated reality game show Endurance[image: External link], hosted and produced by J. D. Roth[image: External link] (whose production company, 3-Ball Productions, would also produce reality series The Biggest Loser[image: External link] for NBC beginning in 2003); and scripted series such as Strange Days at Blake Holsey High[image: External link] and Scout's Safari[image: External link]. The block later expanded to include some animated series such as Kenny the Shark[image: External link], Tutenstein[image: External link] and Time Warp Trio[image: External link].

In May 2006, NBC announced plans to launch a new Saturday morning children's block under the Qubo[image: External link] brand in September 2006.[83] An endeavor originally operated as a joint venture between NBC Universal, Ion Media Networks[image: External link], Scholastic Press[image: External link], Classic Media[image: External link] and Corus Entertainment[image: External link]'s Nelvana[image: External link] unit (Ion acquired the other partners' shares in 2013), the Qubo venture also encompassed weekly blocks on Telemundo and Ion Television[image: External link], a 24-hour digital multicast network on Ion's owned-and-operated and affiliated stations, as well as video on demand[image: External link] services and a branded website. Qubo launched on NBC on September 9, 2006 with six programs ( VeggieTales[image: External link], Dragon[image: External link], VeggieTales Presents: 3-2-1 Penguins![image: External link], Babar[image: External link], Jane and the Dragon[image: External link] and Jacob Two-Two[image: External link]).

On March 28, 2012, it was announced that NBC would launch a new Saturday morning preschool block programmed by Sprout (originally jointly owned by NBCUniversal, PBS, Sesame Workshop[image: External link] and Apax Partners[image: External link], with the former acquiring the other's interests later that year). The block, NBC Kids[image: External link], premiered on July 7, 2012, replacing the "Qubo on NBC" block.[84][85][86][87]
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 Specials




NBC holds the broadcast rights to several annual specials and award show telecasts including the Golden Globe Awards and the Emmy Awards[image: External link] (which is rotated across all four major networks each year). Since 1952, NBC has served as the official U.S. broadcaster of the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade[image: External link]. CBS also carries unauthorized coverage of the Macy's parade as part of The Thanksgiving Day Parade on CBS; However, as NBC holds rights to the parade, it has exclusivity over the broadcast of Broadway and music performances appearing in the parade (CBS airs live performances separate from those seen in the parade as a result), and Macy's chose to reroute the parade in 2012 out of the view of CBS' cameras, although it continues to cover the parade. NBC began airing a same-day rebroadcast of the parade telecast in 2009 (replacing its annual Thanksgiving afternoon airing of Miracle on 34th Street[image: External link]). In 2007, NBC acquired the rights to the National Dog Show[image: External link], which airs following the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade each year.

The network also broadcasts several live-action and animated specials during the Christmas holiday season[image: External link], including the 2014 debuts How Murray Saved Christmas[image: External link] (an animated musical adaptation of the children's book of the same name) and Elf: Buddy's Musical Christmas[image: External link] (a stop-motion animated special based on the 2003 live-action film Elf[image: External link]).

Since 2013, the network airs live musical adaptations.


	
The Sound of Music[image: External link] in 2013

	
Peter Pan[image: External link] in 2014

	
The Wiz[image: External link] in 2015

	
Hairspray[image: External link] in 2016

	
Bye Bye Birdie[image: External link] in 2017 (upcoming)



From 2003 to 2014, NBC also held rights to two of the three pageants organized by the Miss Universe Organization[image: External link]: the Miss Universe[image: External link] and Miss USA[image: External link] pageants (NBC also held rights to the Miss Teen USA[image: External link] pageant from 2003, when NBC also assumed rights to the Miss USA and Miss Universe pageants as part of a deal brokered by Miss Universe Organization owner Donald Trump[image: External link] that gave the network half-ownership of the pageants,[88] until 2007, when NBC declined to renew its contract to carry Miss Teen USA, effectively discontinuing televised broadcasts of that event). NBCUniversal relinquished the rights to Miss Universe and Miss USA on June 29, 2015, as part of its decision to cut business ties with Donald Trump and the Miss Universe Organization (which was half-owned by corporate parent NBCUniversal) in response to controversial remarks about Mexican immigrants made by Trump during the launch of his 2016 campaign for the Republican Presidential nomination[image: External link].[89][90]
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 Programming library




Through the years, NBC has produced many in-house programs, in addition to airing content from other producers such as Revue Studios and its successor Universal Television. Notable in-house productions by NBC have included Get Smart[image: External link], Bonanza[image: External link], Little House on the Prairie, Las Vegas[image: External link] and Crossing Jordan[image: External link].

NBC sold the distribution rights to programs it produced prior to that year to National Telefilm Associates[image: External link] in 1973; those rights are currently owned by CBS Television Distribution[image: External link], although NBC still owns the copyrights to the episodes. As a result, NBC, in a way, now owns several other series aired on the network prior to 1973, such as Wagon Train[image: External link]. NBC continues to own its entire library of programs produced after 1973, through corporate sister NBCUniversal Television Group[image: External link] (the successor to Universal Television).
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 Stations




Main articles: List of NBC television affiliates (by U.S. state)[image: External link], List of NBC television affiliates (table)[image: External link], and NBC Owned Television Stations[image: External link]


As of January 2017, NBC has eleven owned-and-operated stations and current and pending affiliation agreements with 220 additional television stations encompassing 48 states, the District of Columbia, six U.S. possessions and two non-U.S. territories ( Aruba[image: External link] and Bermuda[image: External link]).[91][92] The network has a national reach of 95.92% of all households in the United States (or 299,732,600 Americans with at least one television set).

Currently, New Hampshire[image: External link] and New Jersey[image: External link] are the only U.S. states where NBC does not have a locally licensed affiliate (New Hampshire is currently served via the second subchannel of Telemundo[image: External link] O&O WNEU[image: External link] with a simulcast of Boston-based O&O WBTS-LD[image: External link]), while New Jersey is served by New York City O&O WNBC-TV and Philadelphia O&O WCAU; New Jersey formerly had an in-state affiliate in Atlantic City[image: External link]-based WMGM-TV[image: External link], which was affiliated with the network from 1955 to 2014). NBC maintains affiliations with low-power stations (broadcasting either in analog or digital) in a few smaller markets, such as Binghamton, New York[image: External link] ( WBGH-CD[image: External link]), Jackson, Tennessee[image: External link] ( WNBJ-LD[image: External link]) and Juneau, Alaska[image: External link] ( KATH-LD[image: External link]), that do not have enough full-power stations to support a standalone affiliate. In some markets, these stations also maintain digital simulcasts on a subchannel of a co-owned/co-managed full-power television station.

As mentioned with New Hampshire and Boston, NBC operates a low-powered station in Boston, WBTS-LD[image: External link], which aims to serve as its station in that market while using a network of additional full-power stations to cover the market in full. This is expected to be a temporary arrangement, as broadcasters like NBC are currently unable to purchase any new full-power television stations during the current FCC spectrum auction[image: External link].

Currently outside of the NBC Owned Television Stations[image: External link]-operated O&O group, Tegna Media[image: External link] is the largest operator of NBC stations in terms of overall market reach, owning or providing services to 20 NBC affiliates (including those in larger markets such as Denver[image: External link], St. Louis[image: External link], Seattle[image: External link] and Cleveland[image: External link]); Gray Television[image: External link] is the largest operator of NBC stations by numerical total, owning 23 NBC-affiliated stations.
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 Related services
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 Video-on-demand services




NBC provides video on demand[image: External link] access for delayed viewing of the network's programming through various means, including via its website at NBC.com, a traditional VOD service called NBC on Demand available on most traditional cable and IPTV providers,[93] and through content deals with Hulu[image: External link] and Netflix[image: External link] (the latter of which carries only cataloged episodes of NBC programs, after losing the right to carry newer episodes of its programs during their current seasons in July 2011). NBCUniversal is a part-owner of Hulu (as part of a consortium that includes, among other parties, the respective parent companies of ABC and Fox, The Walt Disney Company and 21st Century Fox[image: External link]), and has offered full-length episodes of most of NBC's programming through the streaming[image: External link] service (which are available for viewing on Hulu's website and mobile app[image: External link]) since Hulu launched in private beta testing[image: External link] on October 29, 2007.[94][95][96][97]

The most recent episodes of the network's shows are usually made available on NBC.com and Hulu the day after their original broadcast. In addition, NBC.com and certain other partner websites (including Hulu) provide complete back catalogs of most of its current series as well as a limited selection of episodes of classic series from the NBCUniversal Television Distribution program library – including shows not broadcast by NBC during their original runs (including the complete or partial episode catalogs of shows like 30 Rock, The A-Team, Charles in Charge[image: External link], Emergency![image: External link], Knight Rider (both the original series and the short-lived 2008 reboot[image: External link]), Kojak[image: External link], Miami Vice, The Office, Quantum Leap[image: External link] and Simon & Simon[image: External link]).[98][99][100]

On February 18, 2015, NBC began providing live programming streams of local NBC stations in select markets, which are only available to authenticated subscribers of participating pay television providers[image: External link]. All eleven NBC owned-and-operated stations owned by NBCUniversal Owned Television Stations' were the first stations to offer streams of their programming on NBC's website and mobile app, with intentions to reach agreements with other station groups to provide streams of NBC-affiliated stations in other markets. Due to restrictions imposed by the league, the network's NFL game telecasts are not permitted to be streamed[image: External link] on the service.[101][102][103][104]
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 NBC HD




NBC's master feed is transmitted in 1080i[image: External link] high definition[image: External link], the native resolution format for NBCUniversal's television properties. However, 19 of its affiliates transmit the network's programming in 720p[image: External link] HD, while four others carry the network feed in 480i[image: External link] standard definition[image: External link][91] either due to technical considerations for affiliates of other major networks that carry NBC programming on a digital subchannel or because a primary feed NBC affiliate has yet upgraded their transmission equipment to allow content to be presented in HD.

WRAL-TV[image: External link] in Raleigh, North Carolina[image: External link] (a station that re-joined NBC in February 2016) is currently testing the upcoming ATSC 3.0[image: External link] television standard, which will allow the transmission of 2160p[image: External link] ultra-high-definition television[image: External link] (UHD), through a secondary experimental station (WRAL-EX); it has transmitted limited NBC programming in UHD through a secondary subchannel, and is currently the only station overall which transmits NBC's schedule in 1080p[image: External link] on its main subchannel.

Meet the Press was the first regular series on a major television network to produce a high-definition broadcast on February 2, 1997, which aired in the format over WHD-TV[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., an experimental television station owned by a consortium of industry groups and stations which launched to allow testing of HD broadcasts and operated until 2002 (the program itself continued to be transmitted in 480i[image: External link] standard definition[image: External link] over the NBC network until May 2, 2010, when it became the last NBC News program to convert to HD).[105][106] NBC officially began its conversion to high definition[image: External link] with the launch of its simulcast feed, NBC HD, on April 26, 1999, when The Tonight Show became the first HD program to air on the NBC network as well as the first regularly scheduled American network program to be produced and transmitted in high definition. The network gradually converted much of its existing programming from standard-definition[image: External link] to high definition beginning with the 2002–03 season[image: External link], with select shows among that season's slate of freshmen scripted series being broadcast in HD from their debuts.[107]

The network completed its conversion to high definition in September 2012, with the launch of NBC Kids, a new Saturday morning children's block programmed by new partial sister network PBS Kids Sprout[image: External link], which also became the second Saturday morning children's block with an entirely HD schedule (after the ABC-syndicated Litton's Weekend Adventure[image: External link]). All of the network's programming has been presented in full HD since then (with the exception of certain holiday[image: External link] specials produced prior to 2005 – such as its annual broadcast of It's a Wonderful Life – which continue to be presented in 4:3 SD, although some have been remastered for HD broadcast).
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 NBCi




In 1999, NBC launched NBCi (briefly changing its web address to "www.nbci.com"), a heavily advertised online venture serving as an attempt to launch an Internet portal[image: External link] and homepage[image: External link]. This move saw NBC partner with XOOM.com[image: External link], e-mail.com, AllBusiness.com[image: External link],[108] and Snap.com (eventually acquiring all four companies outright) to launch a multi-faceted internet portal with e-mail, webhosting, community, chat and personalization capabilities, and news content. Subsequently, in April 2000, NBC purchased GlobalBrain, a company specializing in search engines[image: External link] that learned from searches initiated by its users, for $32 million.

The experiment lasted roughly one season; after its failure, NBCi's operations were folded back into NBC.[109] The NBC Television portion of the website reverted to NBC.com. However, the NBCi website continued in operation as a portal for NBC-branded content (NBCi.com would be redirected to NBCi.msnbc.com), using a co-branded version of InfoSpace[image: External link] to deliver minimal portal content. In mid-2007, NBCi.com began to mirror the main NBC.com website;[110] NBCi.com was eventually redirected to the NBC.com domain in 2010.
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 Evolution of the NBC logo




Main article: Logo of NBC[image: External link]


NBC has used a number of logos throughout its history; early logos used by the television and radio networks were similar to the logo of its then parent company, RCA. Logos used later in NBC's existence incorporated stylized peacock[image: External link] designs, including the current version that has been in use since 1986.
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 International broadcasts
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 Canada




NBC network programs can be received throughout most of Canada on cable, satellite and IPTV[image: External link] providers through certain U.S.-based affiliates of the network (such as WBTS-LD[image: External link]/Boston, KING-TV[image: External link]/Seattle, KBJR-TV[image: External link]/Duluth, Minnesota[image: External link], WGRZ[image: External link]/Buffalo, New York[image: External link] and WDIV-TV[image: External link]/ Detroit[image: External link]). Some programs carried on these stations are subject to simultaneous substitutions[image: External link], a practice imposed by the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission[image: External link] in which a pay television provider supplants an American station's signal with a feed from a Canadian station/network airing a particular program in the same time slot to protect domestic advertising revenue. Some of these affiliates are also receivable over-the-air in southern areas of the country located near the Canada–United States border[image: External link] (signal coverage was somewhat reduced after the digital television transition in 2009[image: External link] due to the lower radiated power required to transmit digital signals).
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 Europe and the Middle East




NBC no longer exists outside the Americas as a channel in its own right. However, NBC News and MSNBC programs are broadcast for a few hours a day on Orbit News[image: External link] in Europe, Africa and the Middle East. Sister network CNBC Europe[image: External link] also broadcasts occasional breaking news coverage from MSNBC as well as The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon (until 2010, the channel formerly broadcast daily airings of NBC Nightly News).[111]
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 NBC Super Channel becomes NBC Europe




In 1993, then-NBC parent General Electric acquired Super Channel, relaunching the Pan-European cable network as NBC Super Channel.[112] In 1996, the channel was renamed NBC Europe[image: External link], but was, from then on, almost always referred to on-air as simply "NBC".

Most of NBC Europe's prime time programming was produced in Europe due to rights restrictions associated with U.S. primetime shows; the channel's weekday late night schedule after 11:00 p.m. Central European Time[image: External link], however, featured The Tonight Show, Late Night with Conan O'Brien[image: External link] and Later[image: External link], which the channel's slogan "Where the Stars Come Out at Night" was based around. Many NBC News programs were broadcast on NBC Europe, including Dateline NBC, Meet the Press and NBC Nightly News, the latter of which was broadcast simultaneously with the initial U.S. telecast. Today was also initially aired live in the afternoons, but was later broadcast instead the following morning on a more than half-day delay.

In 1999, NBC Europe ceased broadcasting in most of Europe outside of Germany; the network was concurrently relaunched as a German-language technology channel aimed at a younger demographic, with the new series NBC GIGA as its flagship program. In 2005, the channel was relaunched again as the free-to-air[image: External link] movie channel Das Vierte[image: External link]. GIGA Television[image: External link] was subsequently spun off as a separate digital channel, available on satellite and cable providers in Germany, Austria and Switzerland.
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 Latin America
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 Mexico




NBC programming is available in Mexico[image: External link] through affiliates in markets located within proximity to the Mexico–United States border[image: External link] (such as KYMA-DT[image: External link]/Yuma, Arizona[image: External link]; KGNS-TV[image: External link]/Laredo, Texas[image: External link]; KTSM[image: External link]/El Paso, Texas[image: External link]; KVEO[image: External link]/Brownsville, Texas[image: External link]; and KNSD[image: External link]/San Diego[image: External link]), whose signals are readily receivable over-the-air in border areas of northern Mexico. Some U.S.-based border affiliates are also available on domestic cable and satellite providers throughout the country, including in the Mexico City[image: External link] area.
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 Nicaragua




In Nicaragua[image: External link], satellite providers carry either select U.S.-based NBC and Telemundo[image: External link] affiliated stations or the main network feed from NBC Universal or Telemundo. The main local affiliate stations are NBC 6 WTVJ[image: External link], Telemundo[image: External link] 51 WSCV[image: External link] in Miami[image: External link]. In addition to the NBC programming there is also available by the NBC sister network Telemundo, a Spanish network based in the United States.
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 Canal de Noticias




In 1993, NBC launched a 24-hour Spanish-language news channel serving Latin America (the second news channel serving that region overall, after Noticias ECO[image: External link], and the first to broadcast 24 hours a day), Canal de Noticias NBC, which based its news schedule around the "wheel" format conceived at CNN.[113] The channel, which was headquartered in the offices of the NBC News Channel affiliate news service in Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link], employed over 50 journalists to produce, write, anchor and provide technical services. Canal de Noticias NBC shut down in 1999 due to the channel's inability to generate sustainable advertising revenue.
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 Caribbean




In the Caribbean, many cable and satellite providers carry either select U.S.-based NBC affiliated stations or the main network feed from NBC O&Os WNBC in New York City or WTVJ[image: External link] in Miami. In addition, the network's programming has been available in the U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link] since 2004 on WVGN-LD[image: External link] in Charlotte Amalie[image: External link] (owned by LKK Group), while Telemundo owned-and-operated station WKAQ-TV[image: External link] in San Juan, Puerto Rico[image: External link] carries the WNBC feed on a digital subchannel. In these areas, NBC programs are available in English and in Spanish via second audio program[image: External link].
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 Bahamas




In the Bahamas[image: External link], NBC programming is available via U.S.-based affiliate stations on domestic cable providers.
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 Netherlands Antilles




In Aruba[image: External link], NBC maintains an affiliation with Oranjestad[image: External link] station PJA-TV[image: External link] (which brands on-air as "ATV").
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 Bermuda




Until it ended operations in 2014, NBC's entire program lineup was carried by VSB-TV[image: External link], using the Eastern Time Zone[image: External link] feed, though an hour ahead due to its location in the Atlantic Time Zone[image: External link]. Bermuda currently receives NBC service from WTVJ[image: External link]/ Miami[image: External link] via cable.
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 Pacific
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 Guam




In Guam[image: External link], the entire NBC programming lineup is carried by Hagåtña[image: External link] affiliate KUAM-TV[image: External link] (which has been an NBC affiliate since 1956) via the network's East Coast satellite feed. Entertainment and news programming is broadcast day and date on a one-day tape delay as Guam is on the west side of the International Date Line[image: External link] (for example, the network's Thursday prime time lineup airs Friday evenings on KUAM, and is advertised by the station as airing on the latter night in on-air promotions). Live programming, including breaking news and sporting events, airs as scheduled; because of the time difference with the six U.S. time zones, live sports coverage often airs on the station early in the morning. KUAM's programming is relayed to the Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link] via satellite station[image: External link] WSZE[image: External link] in Saipan[image: External link].
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 American Samoa




In American Samoa[image: External link], NBC has been affiliated with KKHJ-LP[image: External link] in Pago Pago[image: External link][114] since 2005. Cable television providers on the islands also carry the network's programming via Seattle affiliate KING-TV.
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 Federated States of Micronesia




In the Federated States of Micronesia[image: External link], NBC programming is available on domestic cable providers via Honolulu[image: External link] affiliate KHNL[image: External link].
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 Asia
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 NBC Asia and CNBC Asia




NBC Asia launched in 1994, distributed to Nepal[image: External link], Japan, Malaysia[image: External link], South Korea[image: External link], Taiwan[image: External link], Thailand[image: External link], Pakistan and the Philippines[image: External link]. Like NBC Europe, NBC Asia featured most of NBC's news programs as well as The Tonight Show, Late Night and Saturday Night Live. Like its European counterpart, it was not allowed to broadcast American-produced primetime shows due to existing broadcast agreements with other domestic broadcasters. NBC Asia produced a regional evening news program that aired each weeknight, and occasionally simulcast some programs from CNBC Asia[image: External link] and MSNBC. NBC also operated NBC Super Sports, a 24-hour channel devoted to televising sporting events.

In July 1998, NBC Asia was replaced by a regional version of the National Geographic Channel[image: External link]. As is the case with NBC Europe, CNBC Asia broadcasts select episodes of The Tonight Show and Late Night as well as Meet the Press are as part of its weekend schedule, and airs NFL games under the Sunday Night Football brand.
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 Regional partners




Through regional partners, NBC-produced programs are seen in some countries in the continent. In the Philippines[image: External link], Jack TV[image: External link] (owned by Solar Entertainment) airs Will & Grace and Saturday Night Live, while TalkTV[image: External link] airs The Tonight Show and NBC News programs including the weekday and weekend[image: External link] editions of Today, Early Today, Dateline NBC and NBC Nightly News. Solar TV[image: External link] formerly broadcast The Jay Leno Show from 2009 to 2010. In Hong Kong, English language free-to-air channel TVB Pearl (operated by TVB[image: External link]) airs live broadcasts of NBC Nightly News, as well as other select NBC programs.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Australia




In Australia, the Seven Network[image: External link] has maintained close ties with NBC and has used a majority of the U.S. network's image campaigns and slogans since the 1970s (conversely, in 2009, NBC and Seven both used the Guy Sebastian[image: External link] single "Like it Like That[image: External link]" in image promos for their respective summer schedules). The network's Seven News[image: External link] division has used John Williams-composed "The Mission" (the proprietary theme music for NBC News' flagship programs since 1985) as the theme music for its local and national news programs since the mid-1980s. Local newscasts were also titled Seven Nightly News from the mid-1980s until c. 2000. NBC News and Seven News often share news resources, with the former division using Seven's reporters for breaking news coverage and select taped story packages relating to Australian stories and the latter sometimes incorporating NBC News reports into its national bulletins.

Seven also rebroadcasts some of NBC's news and current affairs programming during the early morning hours (usually from 3:00 to 5:00 a.m. local time), including the weekday and weekend editions of Today (which it brands as NBC Today to differentiate it from the unrelated morning program[image: External link] on the Nine Network[image: External link]), Dateline NBC and Meet the Press.
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 Criticism and controversies




See also: Today (U.S. TV program) § Controversies and transitions[image: External link], and MSNBC controversies[image: External link]
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 Selective editing of George Zimmerman 911 call




In February 2012, Today aired a story package that included an edited version of a 9-1-1[image: External link] call made by George Zimmerman[image: External link] minutes prior to his confrontation with Trayvon Martin[image: External link] that resulted in the unarmed Florida teenager being shot and killed[image: External link], which (as described in a Washington Post article criticizing the editing of the tape) had the effect of "readily paint[ing] Zimmerman as a racial profiler[image: External link]". In the edited recording, Zimmerman (who claimed he shot Martin in self defense[image: External link]; a grand jury later acquitted him on murder charges while on trial in August 2013) is heard saying, "This guy looks like he's up to no good. He looks black." A portion of the tape in which Zimmerman was describing Martin to the 911 operator was removed in its broadcast version; in the unedited version, Zimmerman said, "This guy looks like he's up to no good. Or he's on drugs or something. It's raining and he's just walking around, looking about." The operator then asked, "OK, and this guy – is he black, white or Hispanic?", to which Zimmerman answered, "He looks black."[115]

Following an internal investigation into the production of the segment,[116] NBC News fired two employees involved with the piece, including a producer based at the division's Miami bureau,[117] and NBC News executive Lilia Luciano.[118] In a statement, NBC News' president at the time Steve Capus apologized, calling the editing "a mistake and not a deliberate act to misrepresent the phone call."[119]

On December 6, 2012, George Zimmerman filed a defamation lawsuit against NBC, alleging that the phone call was edited intentionally to give the impression that he targeted Martin because he was black and to "create the myth that George Zimmerman was a racist and predatory villain".[120][121][122] Florida Circuit Court Judge Debra Nelson dismissed the suit on June 30, 2014, citing that there were "no genuine issues" determinable by a jury that any "actual malice" was acted upon.[123]
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 Presidents of NBC Entertainment






	Executive
	Term
	Position



	Sylvester Weaver[image: External link]
	1953–1955
	Weaver was hired by NBC in 1949, to help challenge CBS's ratings lead. While at NBC, Weaver established many operating practices that became standard for network television; he introduced the practice of networks producing their own television programs and selling advertising time during the broadcasts. Prior to this, advertising agencies usually developed each show for a particular client. Because commercial slots could now more easily be sold to more than one corporate sponsor for each program, a single advertiser pulling out of a program would not necessarily threaten it. Weaver also created several series for the network, Today (in 1952), Tonight Starring Steve Allen[image: External link] (in 1954, the first program in the Tonight Show franchise), Home (1954) and Wide Wide World (1955). Weaver strongly believed that broadcasting should educate as well as entertain and required NBC shows to typically include at least one sophisticated cultural reference or performance per installment – including a segment of a Giuseppe Verdi opera adapted to the comedic style of Sid Caesar[image: External link] and Imogene Coca[image: External link]'s groundbreaking Your Show of Shows[image: External link]. Weaver did not ignore NBC Radio and gave it a shot in the arm in 1955, at a time when network radio was dying and giving way to television, when he developed NBC Monitor, a weekend-long magazine-style block featuring an array of news, music, comedy, drama and sports, with rotating advertisers and some of the most memorable names in broadcast journalism, entertainment and sports that ran until 1975 (20 years after Weaver's departure). Weaver departed shortly afterward, following disputes with NBC chairman David Sarnoff, who believed that his ideas were either too expensive or too highbrow[image: External link] for company tastes. His respective successors, Robert Sarnoff and Robert Kintner, standardized the network's programming practices with far less of the ambitiousness that characterized the Weaver years.



	Robert E. Kintner[image: External link]
	1958–1966
	Kintner was appointed President in 1958; his tenure at NBC was marked by his aggressive effort to push the network's news division past CBS News in ratings and prestige. The news division was given more money, leading it to gain additional resources to provide coverage, notably of the 1960 Presidential election campaign[image: External link], and led the Huntley-Brinkley Report to prominence among the network news programs.



	Julian Goodman[image: External link]
	1966–1974
	Goodman, who joined NBC in 1966, helped establish Chet Huntley[image: External link] and David Brinkley[image: External link] as a well-known anchor team. While working at NBC, he negotiated a $1 million deal to retain Johnny Carson as host of The Tonight Show.



	Herb Schlosser
	1974–1978
	After Johnny Carson[image: External link] announced he wanted to cancel the weekend editions of The Tonight Show[image: External link] in order to instead have repeats of it aired on weeknights,[124] Schlosser approached his vice president of late night programming, Dick Ebersol[image: External link], and asked him to create a show to fill the Saturday night time slot. At the suggestion of Paramount Pictures[image: External link] executive Barry Diller[image: External link], Schlosser and Ebersol then approached Lorne Michaels[image: External link]. Over the next three weeks, Ebersol and Michaels developed the latter's idea for a variety show featuring high-concept comedy sketches, political satire, and music performances. By 1975 Michaels had assembled a talented cast, including Dan Aykroyd[image: External link], John Belushi[image: External link], Chevy Chase[image: External link], Jane Curtin[image: External link], Garrett Morris[image: External link], Laraine Newman[image: External link], Michael O'Donoghue[image: External link], Gilda Radner[image: External link], and George Coe[image: External link]. The show was originally called NBC's Saturday Night, because Saturday Night Live was in use by a program on the rival network[image: External link] ABC that was hosted by its sportscaster Howard Cosell[image: External link]. NBC purchased the rights to the name in 1976 and officially adopted the new title on March 26, 1977. Saturday Night Live remains on the air to this day.



	Fred Silverman[image: External link]
	1978–1981
	Although Silverman developed many successful shows during his tenure at ABC, he left that network to become President and CEO of NBC in 1978. His three-year tenure at the network proved to be a difficult period for the network, marked by several high-profile failures such as Hello, Larry, Pink Lady and Jeff, Supertrain and the Jean Doumanian[image: External link] era of Saturday Night Live (Silverman hired Doumanian after Al Franken, the planned successor for outgoing creator/executive producer Lorne Michaels, castigated Silverman's failures in a sketch on the program[33]). Despite these failures, high points during Silverman's tenure included the launch of Hill Street Blues and the miniseries Shōgun. He also brought David Letterman to the network to host daytime talker The David Letterman Show[image: External link], two years before the debut of Letterman's successful late night program[image: External link] in 1982, after Silverman negotiated a holding deal after the former's cancellation to keep Letterman from going to another network. However, Silverman nearly lost late night leader Johnny Carson, who filed a lawsuit against NBC during a contract dispute with the network; the case was settled out of court and Carson remained with NBC in exchange for acquiring the rights to his show and permission to reduce his time on-air (leading to the use of guest hosts on The Tonight Show such as Joan Rivers[image: External link] and his immediate successor, Jay Leno).[125] Silverman also developed successful sitcoms such as Diff'rent Strokes, The Facts of Life and Gimme a Break!, and made the series commitments that led to Cheers and St. Elsewhere. Silverman also pioneered the reality television genre with the 1979 debut of Real People. His contributions to the network's game show output included the Goodson-Todman[image: External link]-produced Card Sharks[image: External link] and a revival of Password, both of which enjoyed great success as part of the morning schedule, although he also canceled several other relatively popular series, including The Hollywood Squares and High Rollers[image: External link], to make way for The David Letterman Show (those cancellations also threatened Wheel of Fortune, whose host, Chuck Woolery[image: External link], left in a payment dispute during Silverman's tenure, although the show survived). Silverman also oversaw, while simultaneously objecting to, the hiring of Pat Sajak[image: External link] as the new host of Wheel (Sajak remains as host to this day in its syndicated incarnation).[126] On Saturday mornings, at a time when there was much similarity in animated content on the major networks, Silverman oversaw the development of an animated series[image: External link] based on The Smurfs[image: External link] (which ran from 1981 to 1989, well after Silverman's departure, making it one of his longest-lasting contributions to the network) as well as a revival of The Flintstones[image: External link]. In addition, Silverman revitalized the NBC News division, helping Today and NBC Nightly News achieve parity with their competition for the first time in years; and created a new FM radio division with competitive stations in New York City, Chicago, San Francisco and Washington, D.C. During his NBC tenure, Silverman also brought in an entirely new divisional and corporate management team, which remained in place long after Silverman's departure (among this group was Brandon Tartikoff, who as President of Entertainment, would help get NBC back on top by 1985). Silverman also reintroduced the peacock as NBC's corporate logo in 1979.



	Brandon Tartikoff[image: External link]
	1981–1991
	Tartikoff was hired as a program executive at ABC in 1976. He joined NBC the following year, after being hired by Dick Ebersol to direct comedy programs for the network. Tartikoff took over as president of NBC's entertainment division in 1981,[127] becoming the youngest person ever to hold the position, at age 32. At the time Tartikoff took over, NBC was mired in last place behind ABC and CBS, and faced a looming writers' strike and affiliates defecting to other networks (mostly to ABC); Little House on the Prairie, Diff'rent Strokes and Real People were the only prime time shows the network had in the Nielsen Top 20. Also of issue, Johnny Carson was reportedly in talks to move his landmark late-night talk show to ABC; while the original cast and writing staff of Saturday Night Live had left the show, and their replacements had earned SNL some of its worst reviews. By 1982, Tartikoff and network president Grant Tinker gradually turned the network's fortunes around.[128] Tartikoff's successes as President of Entertainment included The Cosby Show (Tartikoff had pursued actor-comedian Bill Cosby[image: External link] to create a comedy pilot[image: External link] after having been impressed by the comedian's stories when Cosby was a guest host on The Tonight Show), the iconic 1980s drama Miami Vice (Tartikoff wrote a brainstorming[image: External link] memo[image: External link] that simply read "MTV cops[image: External link]", and later presented it to former Hill Street Blues writer/producer Anthony Yerkovich[image: External link], who turned into the concept behind Miami Vice).[129][130][131][132] and Knight Rider (which was inspired by a perceived lack of leading men who could act, with Tartikoff suggesting that a talking car could fill in the gaps in any leading man's acting abilities).[128] While Family Ties was undergoing its casting process, Tartikoff was unexcited about Michael J. Fox[image: External link] being considered for the role of Alex P. Keaton,[128] however, creator/executive producer Gary David Goldberg[image: External link] insisted on having Fox in the role until Tartikoff relented, saying, "Go ahead if you insist. But I'm telling you, this is not the kind of face you'll ever see on a lunch box[image: External link]". After Fox's stardom was cemented by Back to the Future[image: External link], he good-naturedly sent Tartikoff a lunch box with Fox's picture that contained a note reading: "To Brandon: This is for you to put your crow[image: External link] in. Love and Kisses, Michael J. Fox", which Tartikoff kept in his office for the rest of his career. Johnny Carson broke the news of his retirement in February 1991 to Tartikoff during a lunch meeting at the Grille in Beverly Hills. Tartikoff and chairman Bob Wright were the only ones who knew of the planned retirement before it was made public days later.[128] Tartikoff wrote in his memoirs that his biggest professional regret was cancelling the series Buffalo Bill[image: External link], which he later went on to include in a fantasy "dream schedule" created for a TV Guide[image: External link] article that detailed his idea of "The Greatest Network Ever."



	Warren Littlefield[image: External link]
	1991–1998
	Littlefield helped develop Cheers, The Cosby Show and The Golden Girls as senior, and later, executive vice president of NBC Entertainment under Brandon Tartikoff, of whom Littlefield was his protégé. During his tenure as president of NBC, Littlefield oversaw the creation of many hit shows during the 1990s such as Seinfeld, The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air, Wings, Blossom, Law & Order, Mad About You, Sisters, Frasier, Friends, ER, Homicide: Life on the Street[image: External link], Caroline in the City[image: External link], NewsRadio[image: External link], 3rd Rock from the Sun[image: External link], Suddenly Susan[image: External link], Just Shoot Me!, Will & Grace and The West Wing.



	Scott Sassa[image: External link]
	1998–1999
	Sassa joined NBC in September 1997 as president of the NBC Television Stations division, where he was responsible for overseeing the operation of NBC's then 13 owned-and-operated stations.[133] In October 1998, Sassa became president of NBC Entertainment, lasting in that position for eight months until he was reassigned to NBC's West Coast division in May 1999, where as its president, he oversaw NBC's entertainment-related businesses.[41] Sassa made the transition to that position after working alongside his predecessor, Don Ohlmeyer. During this time, he oversaw the development and production of NBC's new primetime series including such shows as The West Wing, Law & Order: Special Victims Unit and Fear Factor. Under Sassa, NBC rated as the #1 network for three out of four seasons.



	Garth Ancier[image: External link]
	1999–2000
	Ancier, who also worked as television producer (most notably, serving as executive producer of tabloid talk show Ricki Lake[image: External link]) prior to joining the network, was named President of NBC Entertainment in 1999.



	Jeff Zucker[image: External link]
	2000–2004
	Zucker was named President of NBC Entertainment in 2000, succeeding Garth Ancier.[134] In a 2004 profile on Zucker, Businessweek[image: External link] stated that in his four years as entertainment president, he was responsible for having "kept the network ahead of the pack by airing the gross out[image: External link] show Fear Factor, negotiating for the cast of the hit series Friends to take the series up to a tenth season, and signing Donald Trump for the reality show The Apprentice[image: External link]" and having helped increase NBC's operating revenue from $532 million in 1999 to $870 million by 2003. Other critical and/or commercial successes greenlit under Zucker included Las Vegas, Law & Order: Criminal Intent[image: External link] and Scrubs[image: External link]. He originated the concept of airing "Supersized" episodes (running longer than the standard 30-minute slot) of NBC sitcoms during sweeps and making aggressive programming efforts during the summer to compete with cable networks that began to draw viewers to their original programming content while the networks ran mostly reruns. Zucker also oversaw the successful transition of Bravo[image: External link] (which NBC acquired from Rainbow Media[image: External link] in 2002) from a film and arts-focused network to a network primarily reliant on reality series, and the repositioning of Telemundo to become more competitive with leading Spanish-language network Univision. In May 2004, following NBC's merger with Vivendi Universal[image: External link], Zucker was promoted to president of the NBC Universal Television Group. Zucker's responsibilities, which already included NBC's cable channels, were expanded to include oversight of television production as well as USA Network[image: External link], Sci-Fi Channel[image: External link] and Trio[image: External link]. Following his promotion, NBC slid from first place to fourth in the ratings. Shows that Zucker championed such as animated series Father of the Pride[image: External link] and the Friends spinoff Joey floundered.[135]




	Kevin Reilly[image: External link]
	2004–2007
	Reilly was appointed President of Entertainment in May 2004. Having begun his career at NBC Entertainment almost two decades earlier, he returned to the network in the fall of 2003 as President of Primetime Development. Early in his NBC career, Reilly supervised Law & Order in its first season and helped develop ER. After his first stint at NBC, Reilly became President of Brad Grey Television, the television production arm of Brillstein-Grey Entertainment[image: External link], in 1994. He was responsible for the development of the pilot for The Sopranos[image: External link], and NBC sitcoms Just Shoot Me! and NewsRadio. Reilly's vocal support of The Office helped it survive its first season, despite it suffering from low ratings.[136] Shows developed under Reilly included My Name Is Earl, Heroes, 30 Rock and Friday Night Lights.[137] Although he signed a new three-year contract with NBC in February 2007, Reilly was terminated as President in late May 2007.[138] Approximately one month later, he joined Fox as its President of Entertainment.



	Ben Silverman[image: External link]
	2007–2009
	Silverman and Marc Graboff were appointed co-chairmen of NBC Entertainment in 2007, succeeding Kevin Reilly. That year, Silverman became the first producer since Norman Lear[image: External link] (in 1973) to have two Emmy-nominated shows in the "Outstanding Comedy/Variety Series" category (The Office and ABC's Ugly Betty[image: External link]).[139] He is credited for his role in saving the critically acclaimed but low-rated NBC drama Friday Night Lights by striking an innovative deal,[140] in which DirecTV[image: External link] agreed to take on a substantial amount of the show's production budget in exchange for exclusive first window[image: External link] rights to broadcast the program on The 101[image: External link] while NBC would re-air the episodes later in the season.[141]




	Jeff Gaspin[image: External link]
	2009–2010
	Gaspin first joined NBC in the early 1980s, as part of its associates program, after failing to find any jobs in finance on Wall Street[image: External link]. After spending five years in the finance department, he was promoted to a programming position at NBC News at the urging of the news division's then-president Michael Gartner, before being moved to the entertainment division. During his first tenure, Gaspin helped to develop and launch Dateline NBC and oversaw the expansion of Today to weekends. In 1996, Gaspin left NBC to become program development chief at VH1[image: External link]. Gaspin returned to NBC in 2001 as Executive Vice President of Program Strategy at NBC Entertainment, where he helped to develop new programs such as The Apprentice and The Biggest Loser. In 2002, Gaspin was appointed as President of Bravo, following NBC's purchase of the cable channel, where his most notable accomplishments were the massive hits Queer Eye for the Straight Guy[image: External link] and Project Runway[image: External link]. He was reassigned to President of NBC Universal Cable and Digital Content in 2007.[142] In July 2009, Gaspin was promoted to Chairman of NBC Universal Television Entertainment, becoming responsible for NBC Entertainment, USA Network, Bravo and NBC Universal Domestic Television Distribution[image: External link].



	Robert Greenblatt[image: External link]
	2011–present
	Greenblatt succeeded Jeff Gaspin in January 2011 after Comcast took control of NBCUniversal.[143]
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Against the Grain (TV series)






Against the Grain is an American drama television series[image: External link] that aired on NBC from October to December 1993 starring John Terry[image: External link], Donna Bullock, Robyn Lively[image: External link], Ben Affleck, and Vanessa Lee Evigan[image: External link].[2] The show was inspired by Buzz Bissinger's[image: External link] book Friday Night Lights: A Town, A Team, and a Dream[image: External link].[3]
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Ed Clemons was an insurance company salesman and former high school football star who became coach of his former team the Stumper Mustangs, located in Stumper, Texas. Episodes follow the challenges that Ed faces as he attempts to transform a losing team into state champions.
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 Cast





	
John Terry[image: External link] as Ed Clemons

	Donna Bullock as Maggie Clemons

	
Ben Affleck as Joe Willie Clemons

	
Robyn Lively[image: External link] as Jill Clemons

	
Vanessa Lee Evigan[image: External link] as Jenny Clemons

	
Stephen Tobolowsky[image: External link] as Niles Hardemann

	
Jeanine Jackson[image: External link] as Mindy Hardemann

	
Cheryl Rhoads as Winona Bruhns
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Writing in the New York Times, John O'Connor said that "In some respects, the new NBC series Against the Grain does have the courage of its title. It's not just another half-hour sitcom running on wisecracks. It's an hourlong drama admirably aiming, according to one executive producer, Bruce Sallan, to present real-life problems and family issues".[4]
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Lifestories: Families in Crisis






Lifestories: Families in Crisis is an American drama television series that premiered on HBO[image: External link] on August 1, 1992.
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 The show




Lifestories: Families in Crisis deals with major issues involving individuals, mostly teenagers and young adults. The stories usually ended with the real person on which the story is based providing helpful information for others in a similar situation. Issues include a child molesting priest (played by Craig Wasson[image: External link]) terrorizing families, a college student with bulimia (played by Calista Flockhart[image: External link]) trying to deal with her problems, a football player addicted to steroids (played by Ben Affleck), substance abuse by a teenager, homosexuality and bi-sexuality involving teenagers, a teenage girl who has an illegal abortion and dies, a young man (Sam Rockwell[image: External link]) who is ultimately convicted of vehicular homicide after crashing into a young woman's (played by Jorja Fox[image: External link]) car while drunk, a boy (Joey DiPaolo[image: External link]) who contracts AIDS and has to live with the disease, homelessness in Philadelphia and the major impact it has on a teenager (Trevor Ferrell[image: External link]) and the depression and suicide of one popular athletic teenager and its lasting effect on his best friend.
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 Episodes






	No.
	Title
	Directed by
	Issue
	Cast
	Original air date



	1[1]
	"The Secret Life of Mary Margaret: Portrait of a Bulimic"
	Allen Coulter
	Eating Disorders[image: External link]
	Calista Flockhart[image: External link], Christine Jones, John Cunningham, Judy Kuhn[image: External link], Tovah Feldshuh[image: External link], Amy Hargreaves
	August 1, 1992



	A popular teen struggles with bulimia.



	2
	"Deadly Secret: The Robert Bierer Story"
	Risa Bramon Garcia
	Suicide[image: External link]
	Wil Wheaton[image: External link], Curnal Achilles Aulisio, Sarah Trigger
	August 8, 1992



	A teenager reminisces about a friend who committed suicide.



	3
	"Public Law 106: The Becky Bell[image: External link] Story"
	Juan José Campanella[image: External link]
	Abortion, Parental Consent Laws[image: External link]
	Dina Spybey[image: External link], Debra Monk[image: External link], Craig Wasson[image: External link]
	August 15, 1992



	A pregnant teen obtains an illegal abortion to circumvent Indiana[image: External link]'s Parental Consent Law.



	4
	"Gunplay: The Last Day in the Life of Brian Darling"
	Daniel Taplitz
	Gun safety; Gun control[image: External link]
	Benari Poulten, Chris McKenna[image: External link], Darren Higgins, Adam LeFevre[image: External link]
	September 19, 1992



	A ten year old boy is accidentally killed when he and a friend play with a gun.



	5
	"Blood Brothers: The Joey DiPaolo[image: External link] Story"
	Dean Pitchford
	AIDS[image: External link]
	Adam LaVorgna, Amy Aquino, Lawrence Taylor
	September 26, 1992[2]



	A 13 year old boy's HIV status is revealed to the public.



	6
	"No Visible Bruises: The Katie Koestner Story"
	Juan José Campanella
	Date rape[image: External link]
	Ali Thomas, Christopher C. Fuller, Suzanne Bertish, Julie Bowen[image: External link], Lisa Nicole Carson
	January 12, 1993



	A young woman is the victim of date rape.



	7
	"Dead Drunk: The Kevin Tunell Story"
	Juan José Campanella
	Drunk driving[image: External link]
	Sam Rockwell[image: External link], Jane Adams, Jorja Fox[image: External link]
	March 15, 1993



	A teen kills an 18 year old girl while driving drunk. As part of his punishment, her parents request that he send them one dollar a week for the next eighteen years.



	8
	"More Than Friends: The Coming Out of Heidi Leiter"
	Juan José Campanella
	Coming out[image: External link], Sexual orientation[image: External link]
	Sabrina Lloyd[image: External link], Claire Danes[image: External link], Angela Baker
	January 24, 1994



	A teenage lesbian couple want to attend prom, but must deal with their community's reactions.



	9
	"A Body to Die For: The Aaron Henry Story"
	David Burton Morris
	Steroid abuse[image: External link]
	Ben Affleck, Kamela Dawson, Ernie Hudson[image: External link], Bryan Genesse,
	March 23, 1994



	A teen football player turns to steroids to improve performance, and then must deal with the consequences.[3]



	10
	"Brotherly Love: The Trevor Ferrell[image: External link] Story"
	Gordon Edelstein
	Homelessness
	Ward Saxton, Lázaro Pérez, Brenda Pressley
	March 31, 1994



	An eleven year old boy becomes an activist for the homeless in his community.



	11
	"A Child Betrayed: The Calvin Mire Story"
	Juan José Campanella
	Child molestation[image: External link], Sexual abuse in the Catholic Church[image: External link]
	Blake Bashoff, Craig Wasson, Brian Reiser
	April 11, 1994



	An altarboy is molested by a priest.



	12
	"Confronting Brandon: The Intervention of an Addict"
	Iris Dugow
	Substance abuse[image: External link]
	Andrew Kavovit, Lisa Zane[image: External link], Trevor Lissauer, Bodhi Elfman[image: External link]
	May 20, 1994



	A group of teens stage an intervention for a friend who is abusing alcohol and drugs.



	13
	"POWER: The Eddie Matos Story"
	Jesús Salvador Treviño
	Gang violence[image: External link]
	Alexis Cruz[image: External link], Nestor Serrano[image: External link], Socorro Santiago, Isaiah Washington[image: External link], N'Bushe Wright[image: External link]
	July 12, 1994



	A teen drops out of school, joins a gang, and begins dealing drugs. Eventually, a gunshot wound confines him to a wheelchair.



	14
	"A Dangerous Affair[2]"
	TBA
	Safe sex[image: External link], Sex education[image: External link],
	Kim Frey
	January 1, 1995



	Kim Frey narrates her own story, detailing how a brief romantic relationship in college resulted in a diagnosis of HIV.[4]



	15
	"Someone Had to Be Benny"
	Juan José Campanella
	Refusal of medical assistance[image: External link]
	Michael Shulman[image: External link], Donna Murphy, Suzanne Cryer[image: External link]
	February 8, 1996



	A terminally ill teenage boy sues for the right to stop his medical treatment.[5]
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	After school special
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Richard Linklater






Richard Stuart Linklater (/'lINGkleIter /[image: External link]; born July 30, 1960)[2] is an American filmmaker[image: External link], screenwriter[image: External link], and actor[image: External link]. Linklater is mostly known for his realistic[image: External link] and natural[image: External link] humanist[image: External link] films which mainly revolve around suburban culture and the effects of the passage of time. Some notable films of his include the observational comedy film Slacker[image: External link] (1991), the coming-of-age comedy Dazed and Confused (1993), the romantic drama film trilogy Before Sunrise[image: External link] (1995), Before Sunset[image: External link] (2004), and Before Midnight[image: External link] (2013); the music-themed comedy School of Rock[image: External link] (2003), and the rotoscope[image: External link] animated Waking Life[image: External link] (2001) and A Scanner Darkly[image: External link] (2006). In 2002 he began filming Boyhood (2014), a passion project which took over twelve years to finish. The film was premiered in 2014 to critical acclaim. Linklater won the Golden Globe[image: External link], Critics' Choice Movie Awards[image: External link] and BAFTAs for Best Director and Best Picture. He also received his first nomination for the Academy Award for Best Director[image: External link], along with nominations for Original Screenplay and Picture. In 2015, Time magazine named Linklater one of the 100 most influential people in the world on the annual Time 100[image: External link] list.[3]

Many of his films are noted for their loosely structured narrative; two of his projects – the Before... films and Boyhood – feature the same actors filmed over an extended period of years. He is also known for loyalty to his actors, having worked with Ethan Hawke[image: External link] and Matthew McConaughey[image: External link] in many of his films.



TOP
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 Early life




Linklater was born in Houston, Texas[image: External link], the son of Diane Margaret (née Krieger), who taught at Sam Houston State University[image: External link], and Charles W. Linklater, III.[4][5] He attended Huntsville High School in Huntsville, Texas[image: External link], during grades 9–11, and finished at Bellaire High School[image: External link] in Bellaire, Texas[image: External link] for his senior year. As a teen, Linklater also won a Scholastic Art and Writing Award[image: External link].[6] Linklater studied at Sam Houston State University (where he also played baseball),[7] until dropping out to work on an off-shore oil rig[image: External link] in the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link]. He frequently read novels on the rig and, upon returning to land, developed a love of film through repeated visits to a repertory theater in Houston. At this point, Linklater realized he wanted to be a filmmaker. He used his savings to buy a Super-8[image: External link] camera, a projector, and editing equipment, and moved to Austin, Texas[image: External link]. He was influenced by Martin Scorsese[8][9] Robert Bresson[image: External link], Yasujirō Ozu[image: External link], Rainer Werner Fassbinder[image: External link], Josef Von Sternberg[image: External link], and Carl Theodor Dreyer[image: External link].[10][11] He enrolled in Austin Community College[image: External link] in the fall of 1984 to study film.[12] Since his early 20s, Linklater has been a vegetarian[image: External link]. In 2015, he explained the dietary lifestyle in a Boyhood-style documentary for PETA[image: External link].[13]
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 Career
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 Austin Film Society




Linklater founded the Austin Film Society[image: External link] in 1985 together with his frequent collaborator Lee Daniel[image: External link]. One of the mentors for the Film Society was former New York City critic for the Soho Weekly News George Morris who had relocated to Austin and taught film there. Morris had previously written articles on Leo McCarey, Vincente Minnelli, George Sidney[image: External link], and Douglas Sirk[image: External link].
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 Early directing




For several years, Linklater made many short films that were exercises and experiments in film techniques. He finally completed his first feature, the rarely seen It's Impossible to Learn to Plow by Reading Books[image: External link] (which is now available in The Criterion Collection[image: External link] edition of his second feature, Slacker[image: External link]), a Super-8 feature that took a year to shoot and another year to edit. The film is significant in the sense that it establishes most of Linklater's preoccupations. The film has his trademark style of minimal camera movements and lack of narrative, while it examines the theme of traveling with no real particular direction in mind. These idiosyncrasies would be explored in greater detail in future projects. To this end Linklater created Detour Filmproduction (an homage to the 1945 low budget[image: External link] film noir[image: External link] by Edgar G. Ulmer[image: External link]), and subsequently made Slacker for only $23,000. It went on to gross more than $1.25 million. The film is an aimless day in the life of the city of Austin, Texas showcasing its more eccentric characters.

Inspiration for Linklater's work was largely based on his experience viewing the film Raging Bull[image: External link], Linklater told Robert K. Elder[image: External link] in an interview for The Film That Changed My Life[image: External link].[14]


It made me see movies as a potential outlet for what I was thinking about and hoping to express. At that point I was an unformed artist. At that moment, something was simmering in me, but Raging Bull brought it to a boil.[15]



While gaining a cult following in the independent film[image: External link] world, he made his third film, Dazed and Confused, based on his years at Huntsville High School and the people he encountered there. The film garnered critical praise and grossed $8 million in the United States while becoming a hit on VHS. This film was also responsible for the breakout of fellow Texas native Matthew McConaughey[image: External link]. In 1995, Linklater won the Silver Bear for Best Director[image: External link] for the film Before Sunrise[image: External link] at the 45th Berlin International Film Festival[image: External link].[16] His next feature, subUrbia[image: External link], had mixed reviews critically, and did very poorly at the box office. In 1996, Linklater lent his voice to the critically acclaimed animated feature Beavis and Butt-Head Do America[image: External link]. In 1998, he took on his first Hollywood feature, The Newton Boys[image: External link], which received mixed reviews while tanking at the box office.
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 21st century




With the rotoscope films Waking Life[image: External link] and A Scanner Darkly[image: External link], and his mainstream comedies, School of Rock[image: External link] and the remake of Bad News Bears[image: External link], he gained wider recognition. In 2003, he wrote and directed a pilot for HBO[image: External link] with Rodney Rothman[image: External link] called $5.15/hr, about several minimum wage[image: External link] restaurant workers. The pilot deals with themes later examined in Fast Food Nation[image: External link]. In 2004, the British television network Channel 4 produced a major documentary about Linklater, in which the filmmaker frankly discussed the personal and philosophical ideas behind his films. St Richard of Austin was presented by Ben Lewis and directed by Irshad Ashraf[image: External link] and broadcast on Channel 4 in December 2004 in the UK. In 2005, Linklater was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link] for his film Before Sunset[image: External link], and was nominated for the same award with its sequel Before Midnight[image: External link] in 2014.

Many of Linklater's films take place in one day, a narrative approach that has gained popularity in recent years. Slacker[image: External link], Dazed and Confused, Tape[image: External link], Before Sunrise[image: External link], Before Sunset, and Before Midnight are examples of this method. Two of his films, (A Scanner Darkly and Waking Life), used rotoscoping[image: External link] animation techniques. Working with Bob Sabiston[image: External link] and Sabiston's program Rotoshop[image: External link] to create this effect, Linklater shot and edited both movies completely as live action features, then employed a team of artists to "trace over" individual frames. The result is a distinctive "semi-real" quality, praised by such critics as Roger Ebert[image: External link] (in the case of Waking Life) as being original and well-suited to the aims of the film.

Fast Food Nation (2006) is an adaptation of the best selling book that examines the local and global influence of the United States fast food industry. The film was entered into the 2006 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link][17] before being released in North America on November 17, 2006 and in Europe on March 23, 2007. After releasing Fast Food Nation to mixed reviews, Linklater returned to form as a critical darling with A Scanner Darkly (released in the same year), 2009's Me and Orson Welles[image: External link] garnering an 85% rating on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], and 2012's Bernie[image: External link] receiving a 91% rating.[18]

In 2014 he released a film in the making for 12 years titled Boyhood, which received overwhelming critical acclaim. It is the only film released in the 21st century to have received a perfect 100 score from review-aggregator Metacritic[image: External link].[19] His daughter Lorelei Linklater[image: External link] co-stars in the film as the sister of the central character. For a while Linklater was attached to direct a remake of The Incredible Mr. Limpet[image: External link] for Warner Brothers.[20] In 2014, however, he dropped the project in favor of working on a spiritual successor to Dazed and Confused, titled Everybody Wants Some!![image: External link],[20] with backing from Annapurna Pictures[image: External link] and Paramount[image: External link] distributing the film in North America.[21] The film was released in March 2016 and was well received by critics, but it failed to recoup its budget of 10 million dollars, grossing only 4.6 million.[22][23]

In August 2016, it was announced that he will write and direct Last Flag Flying[image: External link], starring Bryan Cranston, Laurence Fishburne[image: External link], and Steve Carell[image: External link]. The film is a sequel to Hal Ashby[image: External link]'s 1973 film The Last Detail[image: External link]. Filming began in November 2016 and the film is expected to be released in 2017.[24]

Linklater was attached to direct an adaptation of Graeme Simsion[image: External link]'s novel The Rosie Project[image: External link] that would have starred Jennifer Lawrence in the lead role, but Linklater dropped out of directing when Lawrence dropped out of the project.[25] Linklater is attached to direct an adaptation of Maria Semple[image: External link]'s novel Where'd You Go, Bernadette[image: External link], produced by Annapurna Pictures[image: External link].[26]

Despite the popularity of many of his films and having directed multiple high-paying Hollywood productions, Linklater remains in Austin, Texas and refuses to live or work in Hollywood for any extended period of time. Linklater is known for using the same actors in many of his films including Ethan Hawke[image: External link], Jack Black[image: External link], Matthew McConaughey[image: External link], Julie Delpy[image: External link] and Patricia Arquette[image: External link].
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 Significance




In the early 1990s, Slacker[image: External link] was widely considered an accurate depiction of Generation X[image: External link] because the film's young adult characters are more interested in quasi-intellectual pastimes and socializing than career advancement.[27] However, Linklater has long since eschewed the role of generational spokesperson and is ironically a "Baby Boomer"[image: External link] himself. Moreover, the movie actually includes various generations, and many of its themes are universal rather than generation-specific.[28]
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	Year
	Name
	Director[image: External link]
	Writer[image: External link]
	Producer[image: External link]
	Actor[image: External link]



	1988
	It's Impossible to Learn to Plow by Reading Books[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes



	1991
	Slacker[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes



	1993
	Dazed and Confused
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	



	1995
	Before Sunrise[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	



	The Underneath[image: External link]
	
	
	
	Yes



	1996
	Beavis and Butt-Head Do America[image: External link]
	
	
	
	Yes



	SubUrbia[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	



	1998
	The Newton Boys[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	



	Scotch and Milk
	
	
	
	Yes



	2001
	Spy Kids[image: External link]
	
	
	
	Yes



	Chelsea Walls[image: External link]
	
	
	
	Yes



	Waking Life[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Yes



	Tape[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	



	2003
	School of Rock[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	



	2004
	Before Sunset[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2005
	Bad News Bears[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	Yes
	



	2006
	Fast Food Nation[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	



	The Hottest State[image: External link]
	
	
	
	Yes



	A Scanner Darkly[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	



	2008
	Me and Orson Welles[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	Yes
	



	RSO (Registered Sex Offender)
	
	
	
	Yes



	2011
	Bernie[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes



	2013
	Before Midnight[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2014
	Boyhood
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2016
	Everybody Wants Some!![image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2017
	Last Flag Flying[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	



	2018
	Blaze[image: External link]
	
	
	
	Yes



	TBA
	Where'd You Go, Bernadette?
	Yes
	Yes
	
	



	TBA
	Untitled John Brinkley Biopic
	Yes
	Yes
	
	





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other works






	Year
	Name
	Director[image: External link]
	Writer[image: External link]
	Producer[image: External link]
	Notes



	1985
	Woodshock
	Yes
	
	
	short



	1991
	Heads I Win/Tails You Lose
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	experimental video project



	2003
	Live from Shiva's Dance Floor
	Yes
	
	
	short



	2004
	$5.15/Hr.
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	television pilot[image: External link]



	2008
	Inning by Inning: A Portrait of a Coach
	Yes
	
	
	documentary



	2012
	Up to Speed[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	television series



	2016–present
	School of Rock[image: External link][29]
	
	
	Yes
	television series; executive producer
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 Critical reception






	Film
	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Metacritic[image: External link]



	Slacker[image: External link]
	85%[30]

	69[31]




	Dazed and Confused
	94%[32]

	78[33]




	Before Sunrise[image: External link]
	100%[34]

	77[35]




	SubUrbia[image: External link]
	64%[36]

	62[37]




	The Newton Boys[image: External link]
	62%[38]

	57[39]




	Waking Life[image: External link]
	80%[40]

	82[41]




	Tape[image: External link]
	78%[42]

	71[43]




	School of Rock[image: External link]
	92%[44]

	82[45]




	Before Sunset[image: External link]
	95%[46]

	90[47]




	Bad News Bears[image: External link]
	48%[48]

	65[49]




	Fast Food Nation[image: External link]
	50%[50]

	64[51]




	A Scanner Darkly[image: External link]
	69%[52]

	73[53]




	Me and Orson Welles[image: External link]
	85%[54]

	73[55]




	Bernie[image: External link]
	90%[56]

	75[57]




	Before Midnight[image: External link]
	98%[58]

	94[59]




	Boyhood
	98%[60]

	100[19]




	Everybody Wants Some!![image: External link]
	88%[61]

	83[62]




	Average
	81%
	76
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 Box office






	Film
	Release date
	Revenue
	Budget
	Reference



	United States
	Outside United States
	Worldwide



	Slacker
	July 5, 1991
	$1,228,208
	N/A
	$1,228,208
	$23,000
	[63]



	Dazed and Confused
	September 24, 1993
	$7,993,039
	N/A
	$7,993,039
	$6.9 million
	[64]



	Before Sunrise
	January 27, 1995
	$5,535,405
	N/A
	$5,535,405
	$2.5 million
	[65]



	SubUrbia
	February 7, 1997
	$656,747
	N/A
	$656,747
	N/A
	[66]



	The Newton Boys
	March 27, 1998
	$10,452,012
	N/A
	$10,452,012
	$27 million
	[67]



	Waking Life
	October 19, 2001
	$2,901,447
	$275,433
	$3,176,880
	N/A
	[68]



	Tape
	November 2, 2001
	$490,475
	$25,425
	$515,900
	$100,000
	[69]



	School of Rock
	October 3, 2003
	$81,261,177
	$50,021,772
	$131,282,949
	$35 million
	[70]



	Before Sunset
	July 2, 2004
	$5,820,649
	$10,171,966
	$15,992,615
	$2.7 million
	[71]



	Bad News Bears
	July 22, 2005
	$32,868,349
	$1,384,498
	$34,252,847
	$35 million
	[72]



	A Scanner Darkly
	July 7, 2006
	$5,501,616
	$2,158,302
	$7,659,918
	$8.7 million[73]
	[74]



	Fast Food Nation
	November 17, 2006
	$1,005,539
	$1,203,783
	$2,209,322
	N/A
	[75]



	Me and Orson Welles
	November 25, 2009
	$1,190,003
	$1,146,169
	$2,336,172
	$25 million
	[76]



	Bernie
	April 27, 2012
	$9,206,470
	$884,171
	$10,090,641
	$6 million
	[77]



	Before Midnight
	May 24, 2013
	$8,114,627
	$3,061,842
	$23,376,973
	$3 million[78]
	[79]



	Boyhood
	July 11, 2014
	$25,071,500
	$19,143,000
	$44,214,500
	$4 million
	[80]



	Total
	$198,132,207
	$89,476,361
	$287,608,568
	$155.923 million
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 Awards and nominations




Main article: List of accolades received by Richard Linklater[image: External link]



	
Slacker[image: External link] (1991) was nominated for Best Director at the Independent Spirit Awards.

	
Before Sunrise[image: External link] (1995) won the Silver Bear for Best Director at the Berlin International Film Festival.

	
Waking Life[image: External link] (2001) was nominated for Best Director and Best Screenplay at the Independent Spirit Awards.

	
Before Sunset[image: External link] (2004) was nominated for Best Adapted Screenplay by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences and Best Screenplay at the Independent Spirit Awards.

	
A Scanner Darkly[image: External link] (2006) – Named Best Austin Film by the Austin Film Critics Association[image: External link].

	
Me and Orson Welles[image: External link] (2008) – Named Best Austin Film by the Austin Film Critics Association[image: External link].

	
Bernie[image: External link] (2011) – Named Best Austin Film by the Austin Film Critics Association[image: External link].

	
Before Midnight[image: External link] (2013) was nominated for Best Adapted Screenplay by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences and Best Screenplay at the Independent Spirit Awards.

	
Boyhood (2014) was nominated for Best Picture, Best Director[image: External link], and Best Original Screenplay by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences and won Golden Globes for Best Director and Best Motion Picture – Drama, as well as the Silver Bear for Best Director[image: External link] at the 64th Berlin International Film Festival[image: External link].[81] Received Best Film and Best Director honors from Los Angeles Film Critics Association[image: External link], Boston Society of Film Critics[image: External link], New York Film Critics Circle[image: External link], Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association[image: External link] and New York Film Critics Online[image: External link].
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Camp David






For the negotiations leading to the 1979 Egypt–Israel Peace Treaty, see Camp David Accords[image: External link]. For the summit in 2000, see 2000 Camp David Summit[image: External link].

Camp David is the country retreat of the President of the United States[image: External link]. It is located in wooded hills of Catoctin Mountain Park[image: External link] near Thurmont, Maryland[image: External link], about 62 miles (100 km) north-northwest of Washington, D.C.[image: External link].[1][2][3] It is officially known as the Naval Support Facility Thurmont, because it is technically a military installation, and staffing is primarily provided by the United States Navy[image: External link] and the United States Marine Corps[image: External link].

Originally known as Hi-Catoctin, Camp David was built as a camp for federal government agents and their families by the WPA[image: External link]. Construction started in 1935 and was completed in 1938.[4] In 1942, Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] converted it to a presidential retreat and renamed it "Shangri-La" (for the fictional Himalayan paradise[image: External link] in the 1933 novel Lost Horizon[image: External link] by British author James Hilton[image: External link], which he had jokingly referenced as the source of the Doolittle Raid[image: External link] earlier that year). Camp David received its present name from Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link], in honor of his father and grandson[image: External link], both named David.[5]

The Catoctin Mountain Park does not indicate the location of Camp David on park maps due to privacy and security concerns, although it can be seen by searching Google Maps.[3]
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 Presidential use




Since it was built, every president except (thus far) Donald Trump[image: External link] has made use of the retreat.


	Roosevelt hosted Sir Winston Churchill[image: External link] in May 1943.[6]


	
Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link] held his first cabinet meeting there on November 22, 1955 following hospitalization and convalescence required after a heart attack suffered in Denver, Colorado on September 24.[7]


	
John F. Kennedy[image: External link] and his family often enjoyed riding and other recreational activities there, and Kennedy often allowed White House[image: External link] staff and cabinet members to use the retreat when he or his family were not there.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link] met with advisors in this setting and hosted both Australian Prime Minister[image: External link] Harold Holt[image: External link] and Canadian Prime minister Lester B. Pearson[image: External link] there.[8]


	
Richard Nixon[image: External link] was a frequent visitor. He personally directed the construction of a swimming pool and other improvements to Aspen Lodge.[9]


	
Gerald Ford[image: External link] often rode his snowmobile around Camp David and hosted Indonesian President[image: External link] Suharto[image: External link] there.[10]


	
Jimmy Carter[image: External link] brokered the Camp David Accords[image: External link] there in September 1978 between Egyptian President[image: External link] Anwar al-Sadat[image: External link] and Israeli Prime Minister[image: External link] Menachem Begin[image: External link].[6]


	
Ronald Reagan[image: External link] visited the retreat more than any other president.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1984, Reagan hosted British Prime Minister[image: External link] Margaret Thatcher[image: External link].[11]


	
George H. W. Bush[image: External link]'s daughter, Dorothy Bush Koch[image: External link], was married there in 1992, in the first ever wedding held at Camp David.[12]


	
Bill Clinton used Camp David more as his tenure in office progressed and hosted the British Prime Minister, Tony Blair[image: External link], on several occasions in addition to numerous celebrities.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
George W. Bush[image: External link] hosted dignitaries, including President of Russia[image: External link], Vladimir Putin[image: External link], there in 2003,[13][14] and hosted British Prime Minister, Gordon Brown[image: External link], in 2007.[15] George W. Bush also hosted Danish Prime Minister[image: External link] Anders Fogh Rasmussen[image: External link] in June 2006.[16]


	
Barack Obama chose Camp David to host the 38th G8 summit[image: External link] in 2012.[17] President Obama also hosted Russian Prime Minister[image: External link] Dmitry Medvedev[image: External link] at Camp David,[18] as well as the GCC[image: External link] Summit there in 2015.[19]


	
Donald Trump[image: External link] thus far has used his Mar-a-Lago[image: External link] resort in Florida as his preferred retreat location, in lieu of Camp David. When asked about Camp David in an interview with The Times[image: External link] of London and the German newspaper Bild[image: External link] in January 2017, Trump stated that Camp David was "very rustic" and "It's nice, you'd like it. You know how long you’d like it? For about 30 minutes."[20][21]
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 Security issues




On July 2, 2011, an F-15[image: External link] intercepted a small two-seat passenger plane flying near Camp David, when President Obama was in residence. The civilian aircraft, which was out of radio communication, was intercepted approximately 6 miles (10 km) from the presidential retreat. The F-15 escorted the aircraft out of the area, and it landed in nearby Hagerstown, Maryland[image: External link], without incident. The civilian plane's occupants were flying between two Maryland towns and were released without charge.[22]

On July 10, 2011, an F-15 intercepted another small two-seat passenger plane flying near Camp David when President Barack Obama was again in residence; a total of three planes were intercepted over that July 9 weekend.[23]
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President's Guest House[image: External link] (Blair House), another official White House lodging for guests

	
Camp Misty Mount Historic District[image: External link] and Camp Greentop Historic District[image: External link], built at the same time in Catoctin Mountain Park as Camps 1 and 2.

	Official residence[image: External link]

	Orange One[image: External link]

	
Presidential Townhouse[image: External link], the official guest house for former U.S. Presidents

	
Rapidan Camp[image: External link], the predecessor of Camp David from 1929 to 1933

	
Site R[image: External link], bunker and communications center near Camp David

	
Trowbridge House[image: External link], adjacent to Blair House and soon to be renovated to become the new guest house for former Presidents

	
White House[image: External link], official residence of the President of the United States since 1800
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William Jefferson Clinton (born William Jefferson Blythe III; August 19, 1946) is an American politician who served as the 42nd President of the United States[image: External link] from 1993 to 2001. Prior to the presidency he was the 40th Governor of Arkansas[image: External link], from 1979 to 1981, and the state's 42nd governor, from 1983 to 1992. Before that, he served as Arkansas Attorney General[image: External link], from 1977 to 1979. A member of the Democratic Party[image: External link], Clinton was ideologically a New Democrat[image: External link] and many of his policies reflected a centrist[image: External link] "Third Way[image: External link]" political philosophy.

Clinton was born and raised in Arkansas[image: External link] and is an alumnus of Georgetown University[image: External link], where he was a member of Kappa Kappa Psi[image: External link] and the Phi Beta Kappa Society[image: External link]; he earned a Rhodes Scholarship[image: External link] to attend the University of Oxford[image: External link]. Clinton is married to Hillary Rodham Clinton[image: External link], who served as United States Secretary of State[image: External link] from 2009 to 2013 and U.S. senator from New York[image: External link], from 2001 to 2009, and was the Democratic nominee for president in 2016[image: External link]. Bill Clinton and Hillary Rodham both earned degrees[image: External link] from Yale Law School[image: External link], where they met and began dating. As governor of Arkansas[image: External link], Clinton overhauled the state's education system and served as chairman of the National Governors Association[image: External link].

Clinton was elected president in 1992[image: External link], defeating incumbent Republican opponent George H. W. Bush[image: External link]. At age 46, he became the third-youngest president[image: External link] (behind Theodore Roosevelt and John F. Kennedy) and the first from the Baby Boomer[image: External link] generation. Clinton presided over the longest period of peacetime economic expansion in American history and signed into law the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link]. After failing to pass national health care reform[image: External link], the Democratic House was ousted when the Republican Party[image: External link] won control[image: External link] of the Congress[image: External link] in 1994, for the first time in 40 years. Two years later, in 1996[image: External link], Clinton became the first Democrat since Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] to be elected to a second term. Clinton passed welfare reform[image: External link] and the State Children's Health Insurance Program[image: External link], as well as financial deregulation measures, including the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act[image: External link] and the Commodity Futures Modernization Act of 2000[image: External link].

In 1998, Clinton was impeached[image: External link] by the House of Representatives[image: External link] for perjury[image: External link] before a grand jury[image: External link] and obstruction of justice[image: External link] during a lawsuit against him, both related to a scandal[image: External link] involving White House (and later Department of Defense[image: External link]) employee Monica Lewinsky[image: External link]. Clinton was acquitted by the U.S. Senate[image: External link] in 1999 and served his complete term of office.

The Congressional Budget Office[image: External link] reported a budget surplus between the years 1998 and 2000, the last three years of Clinton's presidency. In foreign policy, Clinton ordered U.S. military intervention in the Bosnian[image: External link] and Kosovo[image: External link] wars, signed the Iraq Liberation Act[image: External link] in opposition to Saddam Hussein[image: External link], and participated in the 2000 Camp David Summit[image: External link] to advance the Israeli–Palestinian peace process.

Clinton left office with the highest end-of-office approval rating[image: External link] of any U.S. president since World War II[image: External link]. Since then, Clinton has been involved in public speaking and humanitarian work. He created the William J. Clinton Foundation[image: External link] to address international causes, such as the prevention of AIDS and global warming[image: External link]. In 2004, Clinton published his autobiography, My Life[image: External link]. He has remained active in politics by campaigning for Democratic candidates, including his wife's campaigns for the Democratic presidential nomination in 2008[image: External link] and 2016[image: External link], and Barack Obama's presidential campaigns in 2008[image: External link] and 2012[image: External link].

In 2009, Clinton was named the United Nations special envoy[image: External link] to Haiti[image: External link] and after the 2010 Haiti earthquake[image: External link], Clinton teamed with George W. Bush[image: External link] to form the Clinton Bush Haiti Fund[image: External link]. Since leaving office, Clinton has been rated highly in public opinion polls of U.S. presidents[image: External link].
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 Early life and career




Clinton was born William Jefferson Blythe III on August 19, 1946 at Julia Chester Hospital in Hope, Arkansas[image: External link].[1][2] He was the son of William Jefferson Blythe Jr.[image: External link] (1918–1946), a traveling salesman who had died in an automobile accident three months before his birth, and Virginia Dell Cassidy[image: External link] (later Virginia Kelley: 1923–1994).[3] His parents were married on September 4, 1943, but this union later proved to be bigamous, as Blythe was still married to a previous wife.[4] Soon after their son was born, his mother traveled to New Orleans[image: External link] to study nursing, leaving her son in Hope with her parents Eldridge and Edith Cassidy, who owned and ran a small grocery store.[2] At a time when the Southern United States was racially segregated[image: External link], Clinton's grandparents sold goods on credit[image: External link] to people of all races.[2] In 1950, Bill's mother returned from nursing school and married Roger Clinton Sr.[image: External link], who owned an automobile dealership[image: External link] in Hot Springs, Arkansas[image: External link], with his brother and Earl T. Ricks[image: External link].[2] The family moved to Hot Springs in 1950.

Although he immediately assumed use of his stepfather's surname, it was not until Clinton turned fifteen[5] that he formally adopted the surname Clinton as a gesture toward his stepfather.[2] Clinton says he remembers his stepfather as a gambler and an alcoholic who regularly abused his mother and half-brother, Roger Clinton Jr.[image: External link], to the point where he intervened multiple times with the threat of violence to protect them.[2][6]

In Hot Springs, Clinton attended St. John's Catholic Elementary School, Ramble Elementary School, and Hot Springs High School[image: External link]—where he was an active student leader, avid reader, and musician.[2] Clinton was in the chorus and played the tenor saxophone[image: External link], winning first chair in the state band's saxophone section. He briefly considered dedicating his life to music, but as he noted in his autobiography My Life[image: External link]:

Sometime in my sixteenth year, I decided I wanted to be in public life as an elected official. I loved music and thought I could be very good, but I knew I would never be John Coltrane[image: External link] or Stan Getz[image: External link]. I was interested in medicine and thought I could be a fine doctor, but I knew I would never be Michael DeBakey[image: External link]. But I knew I could be great in public service.[2]


Clinton's interest in law also began in Hot Springs High, when in his Latin class he took up the challenge to argue the defense of the ancient Roman Senator[image: External link] Catiline[image: External link] in a mock trial.[7] After a vigorous defense that made use of his "budding rhetorical and political skills", he told the Latin teacher Elizabeth Buck that it "made him realize that someday he would study law".[8]

Clinton has named two influential moments in his life that contributed to his decision to become a public figure, both occurring in 1963. One was his visit as a Boys Nation[image: External link] senator to the White House[image: External link] to meet President John F. Kennedy[image: External link].[2][6] The other was watching Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link]'s 1963 I Have a Dream[image: External link] speech on TV, which impressed him enough that he later memorized it.[9]
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With the aid of scholarships, Clinton attended the School of Foreign Service[image: External link] at Georgetown University[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., receiving a Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service[image: External link] degree in 1968.

In 1964 and 1965, Clinton won elections for class president[image: External link].[10] From 1964 to 1967, he was an intern and then a clerk in the office of Arkansas Senator J. William Fulbright[image: External link].[2] While in college, he became a brother of co-ed service fraternity Alpha Phi Omega[image: External link][11] and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa[image: External link]. Clinton was also a member of the Order of DeMolay[image: External link],[12] a youth group affiliated with Freemasonry, but he never became a Freemason[image: External link]. He is a member of Kappa Kappa Psi[image: External link] honorary band fraternity.[13]
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Upon graduation, Clinton won a Rhodes Scholarship[image: External link] to University College, Oxford[image: External link], where he initially read for a B.Phil.[image: External link] in Philosophy, Politics and Economics[image: External link] but transferred to a B.Litt.[image: External link] in Politics and, ultimately, a B.Phil.[image: External link] in Politics.[14] However, because Clinton did not expect a second year because of the draft, had switched programs and, as was common among other Rhodes Scholars from his cohort, had received an offer to study at Yale Law School[image: External link], Yale University[image: External link], he left early to return to the United States and did not receive a degree from Oxford.[6][15][16]

During his time at Oxford, Clinton befriended fellow American Rhodes Scholar Frank Aller, whose suicide in 1971 following a draft[image: External link] letter to the Vietnam War[image: External link] had an influential impact on Clinton.[14][17] British writer and feminist Sara Maitland[image: External link] notably said of Clinton, "I remember Bill and Frank Aller taking me to a pub in Walton Street in the summer term of 1969 and talking to me about the Vietnam war. I knew nothing about it, and when Frank began to describe the napalming of civilians I began to cry. Bill said that feeling bad wasn't good enough. That was the first time I encountered the idea that liberal sensitivities weren't enough and you had to do something about such things".[14] He also developed an interest in rugby union[image: External link], which he played at Oxford.[18]

While president, in 1994, Clinton received an honorary degree and a fellowship by the University of Oxford, specifically, for being "a doughty and tireless champion of the cause of world peace", having "a powerful collaborator in his wife," and for winning "general applause for his achievement of resolving the gridlock which prevented an agreed budget".[15][19]
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While at Oxford, Clinton also participated in Vietnam War protests[image: External link] and organized an October 1969 Moratorium to End the War in Vietnam[image: External link] event.[2]

Clinton received Vietnam War[image: External link] draft deferments while he was in England during 1968 and 1969.[20] He was planning to attend law school in the U.S. and was aware that he might lose his draft deferment. Clinton tried unsuccessfully to obtain positions in the National Guard[image: External link] or Air Force[image: External link], and he then made arrangements to join the Reserve Officers' Training Corps[image: External link] (ROTC) program at the University of Arkansas[image: External link].[21]

He subsequently decided not to join the ROTC, saying in a letter to the officer in charge of the program that he opposed the war, but did not think it was honorable to use ROTC, National Guard, or Reserve service to avoid serving in Vietnam. He further stated that because he opposed the war, he would not volunteer to serve in uniform, but would subject himself to the draft, and would serve if selected only as a way "to maintain my political viability within the system".[22] Clinton registered for the draft and received a high number (311), meaning that those whose birthdays had been drawn as numbers 1 to 310 would have to be drafted[image: External link] before him, making it unlikely that he would be drafted. (In fact, the highest number drafted was 195.)[23]

Colonel[image: External link] Eugene Holmes, the Army officer who had been involved with Clinton's ROTC application, suspected that Clinton attempted to manipulate the situation to avoid the draft and avoid serving in uniform. He issued a notarized[image: External link] statement during the 1992 presidential campaign:

I was informed by the draft board that it was of interest to Senator Fulbright's office that Bill Clinton, a Rhodes Scholar, should be admitted to the ROTC[image: External link] program ... I believe that he purposely deceived me, using the possibility of joining the ROTC as a ploy to work with the draft board to delay his induction and get a new draft classification.[24]


During the 1992 campaign, it was revealed that Clinton's uncle had attempted to secure him a position in the Navy Reserve[image: External link], which would have prevented him from being deployed to Vietnam. This effort was unsuccessful and Clinton said in 1992 that he had been unaware of it until then.[25] Although legal, Clinton's actions with respect to the draft and deciding whether to serve in the military were criticized during his first presidential campaign by conservatives and some Vietnam veterans, some of whom charged that he had used Fulbright's influence to avoid military service.[26][27] Clinton's 1992 campaign manager, James Carville[image: External link], successfully argued that Clinton's letter in which he declined to join the ROTC should be made public, insisting that voters, many of whom had also opposed the Vietnam War, would understand and appreciate his position.[28]
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After Oxford, Clinton attended Yale Law School[image: External link] and earned a Juris Doctor[image: External link] (J.D.) degree in 1973.[2][6] In the Yale Law Library[image: External link], in 1971, he met fellow law student Hillary Rodham, who was a class year ahead of him.[2][29] They began dating and soon were inseparable. After only about a month, Clinton postponed his plans to be a coordinator for the George McGovern campaign[image: External link] for the 1972 United States presidential election[image: External link] in order to move in with her in California.[30] They married on October 11, 1975, and their only child, Chelsea[image: External link], was born on February 27, 1980.[29]

Clinton eventually moved to Texas with Rodham in 1972 to take a job leading George McGovern[image: External link]'s effort there. He spent considerable time in Dallas[image: External link], at the campaign's local headquarters on Lemmon Avenue, where he had an office. Clinton worked with future two-term mayor of Dallas[image: External link] Ron Kirk[image: External link],[31] future governor of Texas[image: External link] Ann Richards[image: External link],[32] and then unknown television director (and future filmmaker) Steven Spielberg[image: External link].[33]
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Further information: Electoral history of Bill Clinton[image: External link]
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Further information: Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1978[image: External link]; Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1980[image: External link]; Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1982[image: External link]; Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1986[image: External link]; and Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1990[image: External link]


After graduating from Yale Law School, Clinton returned to Arkansas and became a law professor at the University of Arkansas[image: External link]. In 1974, he ran for the House of Representatives[image: External link]. Running in a conservative district against incumbent Republican John Paul Hammerschmidt[image: External link], Clinton's campaign was bolstered by the anti-Republican and anti-incumbent mood resulting from the Watergate scandal[image: External link]. Hammerschmidt, who had received 77 percent of the vote in 1972, defeated Clinton by only a 52 percent to 48 percent margin. In 1976, Clinton ran for Arkansas Attorney General[image: External link]. With only minor opposition in the primary and no opposition at all in the general election,[34] Clinton was elected.[6]

Clinton was elected Governor of Arkansas[image: External link] in 1978, having defeated the Republican candidate Lynn Lowe[image: External link], a farmer from Texarkana[image: External link]. At age 32, he became the youngest governor in the country. Due to his youthful appearance, Clinton was often called the "Boy Governor".[35][36][37] He worked on educational reform and Arkansas's roads, with wife Hillary leading a successful committee on urban health care reform. However, his term included an unpopular motor vehicle tax and citizens' anger over the escape of Cuban refugees (from the Mariel boatlift[image: External link]) detained in Fort Chaffee[image: External link] in 1980. Monroe Schwarzlose[image: External link] of Kingsland[image: External link] in Cleveland County[image: External link], polled 31 percent of the vote against Clinton in the Democratic gubernatorial primary of 1980. Some suggested Schwarzlose's unexpected voter turnout foreshadowed Clinton's defeat in the general election that year by Republican[image: External link] challenger Frank D. White[image: External link]. As Clinton once joked, he was the youngest ex-governor in the nation's history.[6]

Clinton joined friend Bruce Lindsey[image: External link]'s Little Rock law firm of Wright, Lindsey and Jennings.[38] In 1982, he was again elected governor and kept the office for ten years; beginning with the 1986 election, Arkansas had changed its gubernatorial term of office from two to four years. During his term, he helped transform Arkansas's economy and improved the state's educational system.[39] For senior citizens[image: External link], he removed the sales tax[image: External link] from medications and increased the home property-tax exemption.[40] He became a leading figure among the New Democrats[image: External link], a group of Democrats[image: External link] who advocated welfare reform, smaller government, and other policies not supported by liberals. Formally organized as the Democratic Leadership Council[image: External link] (DLC), the New Democrats argued that in light of President Ronald Reagan[image: External link]'s landslide victory in 1984[image: External link], the Democratic Party needed to adopt a more centrist political stance in order to succeed at the national level.[40][41] Clinton delivered the Democratic response[image: External link] to Reagan's 1985 State of the Union Address[image: External link] and served as chair of the National Governors Association[image: External link] from 1986 to 1987, bringing him to an audience beyond Arkansas.[6]

In the early 1980s, Clinton made reform of the Arkansas education system a top priority. Chaired by Clinton's wife Hillary Rodham Clinton, also an attorney and chair of the Legal Services Corporation[image: External link], the Arkansas Education Standards Committee transformed Arkansas's education system. Proposed reforms included more spending for schools (supported by a sales-tax increase), better opportunities for gifted children, vocational education, higher teachers' salaries, more course variety, and compulsory teacher competency exams. The reforms passed in September 1983 after Clinton called a special legislative session[image: External link]—the longest in Arkansas history.[39] Many have considered this the greatest achievement of the Clinton governorship.[6][40] He defeated four Republican candidates for governor: Lowe (1978), White (1982 and 1986), Jonesboro[image: External link] businessmen Woody Freeman[image: External link] (1984), and Sheffield Nelson[image: External link] of Little Rock (1990).[34]

Also in the 1980s, The Clintons' personal and business affairs included transactions that became the basis of the Whitewater controversy[image: External link] investigation, which later dogged his presidential administration.[42] After extensive investigation over several years, no indictments were made against the Clintons related to the years in Arkansas.[6][43]

According to some sources, in his early years Clinton was a death penalty opponent who switched positions.[44][45] During Clinton's term, Arkansas performed its first executions since 1964 (the death penalty had been re-enacted on March 23, 1973).[46] As Governor, he oversaw four executions: one by electric chair[image: External link] and three by lethal injection[image: External link]. Later, as president, Clinton was the first president to pardon a death-row inmate since the federal death penalty was reintroduced in 1988.[47]
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In 1987, there was media speculation Clinton would enter the race after then-New York Governor[image: External link] Mario Cuomo[image: External link] declined to run and Democratic front-runner Gary Hart[image: External link] withdrew owing to revelations of marital infidelity. Clinton decided to remain as Arkansas governor (following consideration for the potential candidacy of Hillary Rodham Clinton for governor, initially favored—but ultimately vetoed—by the First Lady).[48] For the nomination, Clinton endorsed Massachusetts Governor[image: External link] Michael Dukakis[image: External link]. He gave the nationally televised opening night address at the 1988 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], but his speech, which was 33 minutes long and twice as long as it was expected to be, was criticized for being too long[49] and poorly delivered.[50] Clinton presented himself as both a moderate and a member of the New Democrat wing of the Democratic Party, and he headed the moderate Democratic Leadership Council[image: External link] in 1990 and 1991.[40][51]
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Main article: Presidency of Bill Clinton[image: External link]


During his presidency, Clinton advocated for a wide variety of legislation and programs[image: External link], most of which were enacted into law or implemented by the executive branch. His policies, particularly the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] and welfare reform[image: External link], have been attributed to a centrist[image: External link] Third Way[image: External link] philosophy of governance.[52][53] His policy of fiscal conservatism[image: External link] helped to reduce deficits on budgetary matters.[54][55] Clinton presided over the longest period of peacetime economic expansion in American history.[56][57][58] The Congressional Budget Office[image: External link] reported budget surpluses of $69 billion in 1998, $126 billion in 1999, and $236 billion in 2000,[59] during the last three years of Clinton's presidency.[60] Over the years of the recorded surplus, the gross national debt rose each year. At the end of the fiscal year (September 30) for each of the years a surplus was recorded, The U.S. treasury reported a gross debt of $5.413 trillion in 1997, $5.526 trillion in 1998, $5.656 trillion in 1999, and $5.674 trillion in 2000.[61][62] Over the same period, the Office of Management and Budget reported an end of year (December 31) gross debt of $5.369 trillion in 1997, $5.478 trillion in 1998, $5.606 in 1999, and $5.629 trillion in 2000.[63] At the end of his presidency, the Clintons moved to Chappaqua, New York[image: External link] in order to satisy a residency requirement for his wife to win election as a U.S. Senator from New York.
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Further information: Democratic Party presidential primaries, 1992[image: External link]; United States presidential election, 1992[image: External link]; and Bill Clinton presidential campaign, 1992[image: External link]


In the first primary contest, the Iowa Caucus[image: External link], Clinton finished a distant third to Iowa Senator Tom Harkin[image: External link]. During the campaign for the New Hampshire primary[image: External link], reports of an extramarital affair with Gennifer Flowers[image: External link] surfaced. As Clinton fell far behind former Massachusetts Senator Paul Tsongas[image: External link] in the New Hampshire polls,[6] following Super Bowl XXVI[image: External link], Clinton and his wife Hillary went on 60 Minutes[image: External link] to rebuff the charges. Their television appearance was a calculated risk, but Clinton regained several delegates. He finished second to Tsongas in the New Hampshire primary[image: External link], but after trailing badly in the polls and coming within single digits of winning, the media viewed it as a victory. News outlets labeled him "The Comeback Kid" for earning a firm second-place finish.[64]

Winning the big prizes of Florida and Texas and many of the Southern primaries[image: External link] on Super Tuesday[image: External link] gave Clinton a sizable delegate lead. However, former California Governor Jerry Brown[image: External link] was scoring victories and Clinton had yet to win a significant contest outside his native South.[6][51] With no major Southern state remaining, Clinton targeted New York, which had many delegates. He scored a resounding victory in New York City, shedding his image as a regional candidate.[51] Having been transformed into the consensus candidate, he secured the Democratic Party nomination, finishing with a victory in Jerry Brown[image: External link]'s home state of California.[6]

During the campaign, questions of conflict of interest[image: External link] regarding state business and the politically powerful Rose Law Firm[image: External link], at which Hillary Rodham Clinton was a partner, arose. Clinton argued the questions were moot because all transactions with the state had been deducted before determining Hillary's firm pay.[2][65] Further concern arose when Bill Clinton announced that, with Hillary, voters would be getting two presidents "for the price of one".[66]

While campaigning for U.S. president, the then-Governor Clinton returned to Arkansas to see that Ricky Ray Rector[image: External link] would be executed. After killing a police officer and a civilian, Rector shot himself in the head, leading to what his lawyers said was a state where he could still talk but did not understand the idea of death. According to Arkansas state and Federal law, a seriously mentally impaired inmate cannot be executed. The courts disagreed with the allegation of grave mental impairment and allowed the execution. Clinton's return to Arkansas for the execution was framed in a New York Times[image: External link] article as a possible political move to counter "soft on crime" accusations.[44][67]

Because Bush's approval ratings[image: External link] were around 80 percent during the Gulf War[image: External link], he was described as unbeatable. However, when Bush compromised with Democrats to try to lower Federal deficits, he reneged on his promise not to raise taxes[image: External link], hurting his approval rating. Clinton repeatedly condemned Bush for making a promise he failed to keep.[51] By election time, the economy was souring and Bush saw his approval rating plummet to just slightly over 40 percent.[51][68] Finally, conservatives were previously united by anti-communism, but with the end of the Cold War, the party lacked a uniting issue. When Pat Buchanan[image: External link] and Pat Robertson[image: External link] addressed Christian themes at the Republican National Convention[image: External link]—with Bush criticizing Democrats for omitting God from their platform—many moderates were alienated.[69] Clinton then pointed to his moderate, "New Democrat" record as governor of Arkansas, though some on the more liberal side of the party remained suspicious.[70] Many Democrats who had supported Ronald Reagan[image: External link] and Bush in previous elections switched their support to Clinton.[71] Clinton and his running mate, Al Gore, toured the country during the final weeks of the campaign, shoring up support and pledging a "new beginning".[71]

Clinton won the 1992 presidential election[image: External link] (370 electoral votes) against Republican incumbent George H. W. Bush[image: External link] (168 electoral votes) and billionaire populist[image: External link] Ross Perot[image: External link] (0 electoral votes), who ran as an independent on a platform that focused on domestic issues. A significant part of Clinton's success was Bush's steep decline in public approval.[71] Clinton's election ended twelve years of Republican rule of the White House[image: External link] and twenty of the previous twenty-four years. The election gave Democrats full control of the United States Congress[image: External link],[3] the first time one party controlled both the executive and legislative branches since Democrats held the 96th United States Congress[image: External link] during the presidency of Jimmy Carter[image: External link].[72][73]
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Clinton was inaugurated[image: External link] as the 42nd president of the United States on January 20, 1993. Shortly after taking office, he signed the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993[image: External link] on February 5, which required large employers to allow employees to take unpaid leave for pregnancy or a serious medical condition. This action had bipartisan support,[75] and was popular with the public.[76]

Two days after taking office, on January 22, 1993—the 20th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Roe v. Wade[image: External link]—Clinton reversed restrictions on domestic and international family planning[image: External link] programs that had been imposed by Reagan and Bush.[77] Clinton said that abortion should be kept "safe, legal, and rare"—a slogan that had been suggested by University of California, San Diego[image: External link] political scientist Samuel L. Popkin[image: External link] and first used by Clinton in December 1991, while campaigning.[78] During the eight years of the Clinton administration, the U.S. abortion rate declined by about 18.4 percent.[79]

On February 15, 1993, Clinton made his first address to the nation, announcing his plan to raise taxes to cap the budget deficit[image: External link].[80] Two days later, in a nationally televised address to a joint session of Congress[image: External link], Clinton unveiled his economic plan. The plan focused on reducing the deficit rather than on cutting taxes for the middle class, which had been high on his campaign agenda.[81] Clinton's advisers pressured him to raise taxes, based on the theory that a smaller federal budget deficit would reduce bond interest rates.[82]

On May 19, 1993, Clinton fired seven employees of the White House Travel Office, causing the White House travel office controversy[image: External link] even though the travel office staff served at the pleasure of the president and could be dismissed without cause[image: External link]. The White House responded to the controversy by claiming that the firings were done in response to financial improprieties that had been revealed by a brief FBI investigation.[83] Critics contended that the firings had been done to allow friends of the Clintons to take over the travel business and the involvement of the FBI was unwarranted.[84]

In August, Clinton signed the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993[image: External link], which passed Congress without a Republican vote. It cut taxes for 15 million low-income families, made tax cuts available to 90 percent of small businesses,[85] and raised taxes on the wealthiest 1.2 percent of taxpayers. Additionally, it mandated that the budget be balanced over a number of years through the implementation of spending restraints.[86]

On September 22, 1993, Clinton made a major speech to Congress regarding a health care reform plan[image: External link]; the program aimed at achieving universal coverage through a national health care plan. This was one of the most prominent items on Clinton's legislative agenda and resulted from a task force headed by Hillary Clinton. The plan was well received in political circles, but it was eventually doomed by well-organized lobby opposition from conservatives, the American Medical Association[image: External link], and the health insurance industry. However, Clinton biographer John F. Harris[image: External link] stated that the program failed because of a lack of coordination within the White House[image: External link].[43] Despite the Democratic majority in Congress, the effort to create a national health care system ultimately died when compromise legislation by George J. Mitchell[image: External link] failed to gain a majority of support in August 1994. The failure of the bill was the first major legislative defeat of the Clinton administration.[40][43]

In November 1993, David Hale[image: External link]—the source of criminal allegations against Bill Clinton in the Whitewater controversy[image: External link]—alleged that while he was governor of Arkansas, Clinton pressured him to provide an illegal $300,000 loan to Susan McDougal, the Clintons' partner in the Whitewater land deal.[87] A U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission[image: External link] investigation resulted in convictions against the McDougals for their role in the Whitewater project, but the Clintons themselves were never charged, and Clinton maintains his and his wife's innocence in the affair.

Clinton signed the Brady Bill[image: External link] into law on November 30, 1993, which mandated federal background checks[image: External link] on firearm purchasers in the United States and imposed a five-day waiting period on purchases, until the NICS system[image: External link] was implemented in 1998. He also expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit[image: External link], a subsidy for low-income workers.[43]

In December that year, allegations by Arkansas state troopers Larry Patterson[image: External link] and Roger Perry were first reported by David Brock[image: External link] in The American Spectator[image: External link]. In the affair later known as " Troopergate[image: External link]", the officers alleged that they arranged sexual liaisons for Clinton back when he was governor of Arkansas. The story mentioned a woman named Paula, a reference to Paula Jones[image: External link]. Brock later apologized to Clinton, saying the article was politically motivated "bad journalism", and that "the troopers were greedy and had slimy motives".[88]

That month, Clinton implemented a Department of Defense directive known as "Don't Ask, Don't Tell[image: External link]", which allowed gay men and women to serve in the armed services provided they kept their sexuality a secret, and forbade the military from inquiring about an individual's sexual orientation.[89] The policy was developed as a compromise after Clinton's proposal to allow gays to serve openly in the military met staunch opposition from prominent Congressional Republicans and Democrats, including Senators John McCain (R-AZ) and Sam Nunn[image: External link] (D-GA). According to David Mixner[image: External link], Clinton's support for the compromise led to a heated dispute with Vice President Al Gore, who felt that "the President should lift the ban ... even though [his executive order] was sure to be overridden by the Congress".[90] Some gay-rights advocates criticized Clinton for not going far enough and accused him of making his campaign promise to get votes and contributions.[91] Their position was that Clinton should have integrated the military by executive order, noting that President Harry S. Truman[image: External link] used executive order to racially desegregate the armed forces. Clinton's defenders argued that an executive order might have prompted the Senate to write the exclusion of gays into law, potentially making it harder to integrate the military in the future.[40] Later in his presidency, in 1999, Clinton criticized the way the policy was implemented, saying he did not think any serious person could say it was not "out of whack".[92] The policy remained controversial, and was finally repealed in 2011[image: External link], removing open sexual orientation as a reason for dismissal from the armed forces.[93]

On January 1, 1994, Clinton signed the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] into law.[94] Throughout his first year in office, Clinton consistently supported ratification of the treaty by the U.S. Senate. Clinton and most of his allies in the Democratic Leadership Committee strongly supported free trade measures; there remained, however, strong disagreement within the party. Opposition came chiefly from anti-trade Republicans, protectionist Democrats and supporters of Ross Perot[image: External link]. The bill passed the house with 234 votes against 200 opposed (132 Republicans and 102 Democrats voting in favor; 156 Democrats, 43 Republicans, and 1 independent against). The treaty was then ratified by the Senate and signed into law by the president.[94]

The Omnibus Crime Bill[image: External link], which Clinton signed into law in September 1994,[95] made many changes to U.S. crime and law enforcement legislation including the expansion of the death penalty to include crimes not resulting in death, such as running a large-scale drug enterprise. During Clinton's re-election campaign he said, "My 1994 crime bill expanded the death penalty for drug kingpins, murderers of federal law enforcement officers, and nearly 60 additional categories of violent felons."[96] It also included a subsection of assault weapons ban[image: External link] for a ten-year period.

The Clinton administration also launched the first official White House[image: External link] website, whitehouse.gov[image: External link], on October 21, 1994.[97][98] It was followed by three more versions, resulting in the final edition launched in 2000.[99][100] The White House website was part of a wider movement of the Clinton administration toward web-based communication. According to Robert Longley, "Clinton and Gore were responsible for pressing almost all federal agencies, the U.S. court system and the U.S. military onto the Internet, thus opening up America's government to more of America's citizens than ever before. On July 17, 1996, Clinton issued Executive Order 13011 – Federal Information Technology, ordering the heads of all federal agencies to utilize information technology fully to make the information of the agency easily accessible to the public."[101]

After two years of Democratic Party control, the Democrats lost control of Congress in the mid-term elections in 1994[image: External link], for the first time in forty years.[102]

The White House FBI files controversy[image: External link] of June 1996 arose concerning improper access by the White House to FBI[image: External link] security-clearance documents. Craig Livingstone, head of the White House Office of Personnel Security, improperly requested, and received from the FBI, background report files without asking permission of the subject individuals; many of these were employees of former Republican administrations.[103] In March 2000, Independent Counsel Robert Ray[image: External link] determined that there was no credible evidence of any crime. Ray's report further stated, "there was no substantial and credible evidence that any senior White House official was involved" in seeking the files.[104]

On September 21, 1996, Clinton signed into law the Defense of Marriage Act[image: External link] (DOMA), which defines marriage for federal purposes as the legal union of one man and one woman, allowing individual states to refuse to recognize gay marriages performed in other states.[105] Paul Yandura[image: External link], speaking for the White House gay and lesbian liaison office, said that Clinton's signing of DOMA "was a political decision that they made at the time of a re-election". In defense of his actions, Clinton has said that DOMA was an attempt to "head off an attempt to send a constitutional amendment banning gay marriage to the states", a possibility he described as highly likely in the context of a "very reactionary Congress".[106] Administration spokesman Richard Socarides[image: External link] said, "the alternatives we knew were going to be far worse, and it was time to move on and get the president re-elected."[107] Clinton himself stated that DOMA was something "which the Republicans put on the ballot to try to get the base vote for Bush up, I think it's obvious that something had to be done to try to keep the Republican Congress from presenting that".[108] Others were more critical. The veteran gay rights and gay marriage activist Evan Wolfson[image: External link] has called these claims "historic revisionism".[107] In a July 2, 2011, editorial The New York Times opined, "The Defense of Marriage Act was enacted in 1996 as an election-year wedge issue, signed by President Bill Clinton in one of his worst policy moments."[109] Ultimately, in United States v. Windsor[image: External link], the U.S. Supreme Court struck down DOMA in June 2013.[110]

Despite DOMA, Clinton was the first president to select openly gay persons for administrative positions,[111] and is generally credited as the first president to publicly champion gay rights.[112] During his Presidency, Clinton controversially issued two substantial executive orders on behalf of gay rights, the first lifting the ban on security clearances for LGBT federal employees[113] and the second outlawing discrimination based on sexual orientation in the federal civilian workforce.[114] Under Clinton's leadership, federal funding for HIV/AIDS research, prevention and treatment more than doubled.[115] And Clinton also pushed for passing hate crimes laws for gays and for the private sector Employment Non-Discrimination Act[image: External link], which, buoyed by his lobbying, failed to pass the Senate by a single vote in 1996.[116] Advocacy for these issues, paired with the politically unpopular nature of the gay rights movement at the time, led to enthusiastic support for Clinton's election and reelection by the Human Rights Campaign[image: External link].[112] Clinton came out for gay marriage in July 2009[117] and urged the Supreme Court to overturn DOMA in 2013.[118] He was later honored by GLAAD[image: External link] for his prior pro-gay stances and his reversal on DOMA.[119]

The 1996 United States campaign finance controversy[image: External link] was an alleged effort by the People's Republic of China (PRC) to influence the domestic policies of the United States, before and during the Clinton administration, and involved the fundraising practices of the administration itself. The Chinese government denied all accusations.[121]

As part of a 1996 initiative to curb illegal immigration[image: External link], Clinton signed the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act[image: External link] (IIRIRA) on September 30, 1996. Appointed by Clinton,[122] the U.S. Commission on Immigration Reform[image: External link] recommended reducing legal immigration from about 800,000 people a year to about 550,000.[123][124]

Ken Gormley[image: External link], author of The Death of American Virtue: Clinton vs. Starr, reveals in his book that Clinton narrowly escaped possible assassination in the Philippines in November 1996. During his visit to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation[image: External link] (APEC) forum in Manila, while he was on his way to meet with a senior member of the Philippine government, Clinton was saved from danger minutes before his motorcade was scheduled to drive over a bridge charged with a timed improvised explosive device (IED).[125] According to officials, the IED was large enough to "blow up the entire presidential motorcade".[126] Details of the plot were revealed to Gormley by Lewis C. Merletti[image: External link], former member of the presidential protection detail and Director of the Secret Service[image: External link]. Intelligence officers intercepted a radio transmission indicating that there was a wedding cake under a bridge.[125] This alerted Merletti and others as Clinton's motorcade was scheduled to drive over a major bridge in downtown Manila.[126] Once more, the word "wedding" was the code name used by a terrorist group for a past assassination attempt.[126] Merletti wanted to reroute the motorcade, but the alternate route would add forty-five minutes to the drive time. Clinton was very angry, as he was already late for the meeting, but following the advice of the secret service possibly saved his life. Two other bombs had been discovered in Manila earlier in the week so the threat level that day was high.[127] Security personnel at the Manila International Airport uncovered several grenades and a timing device in a travel bag.[128] Officials also discovered a bomb near a major U.S. naval base.[128] The president was scheduled to visit both of these locations later in the week. An intense investigation took place into the events in Manila and it was discovered that the group behind the bridge bomb was a Saudi terrorist group in Afghanistan known as al-Qaeda[image: External link] and the plot was masterminded by Osama bin Laden[image: External link].[126] Until recently, this thwarted assassination attempt was never made public and remained top secret. Only top members of the U.S. intelligence community were aware of these events.[126]
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 1996 presidential election




In the 1996 presidential election[image: External link], Clinton was re-elected, receiving 49.2 percent of the popular vote over Republican Bob Dole[image: External link] (40.7 percent of the popular vote) and Reform[image: External link] candidate Ross Perot[image: External link] (8.4 percent of the popular vote), becoming the first Democratic incumbent since Lyndon Johnson[image: External link] to be elected to a second term and the first Democrat since Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] to be elected president more than once.[129] The Republicans lost three seats in the House and gained two in the Senate, but retained control of both houses of the 105th United States Congress[image: External link]. Clinton received 379, or over 70 percent of the Electoral College[image: External link] votes, with Dole receiving 159 electoral votes.
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 Second term (1997–2001)




In the January 1997 State of the Union address, Clinton proposed a new initiative to provide health coverage to up to five million children. Senators Ted Kennedy—a Democrat—and Orrin Hatch[image: External link]—a Republican—teamed up with Hillary Rodham Clinton and her staff in 1997, and succeeded in passing legislation forming the State Children's Health Insurance Program[image: External link] (SCHIP), the largest (successful) health care reform in the years of the Clinton Presidency. That year, Hillary Clinton shepherded through Congress the Adoption and Safe Families Act[image: External link] and two years later she succeeded in helping pass the Foster Care Independence Act[image: External link]. He negotiated the passage of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997[image: External link] by the Republican Congress. In October 1997, he announced he was getting hearing aids, due to hearing loss attributed to his age, and his time spent as a musician in his youth.[130] In 1999 Clinton signed into law the Financial Services Modernization Act also known as the Gramm–Leach–Bliley Act[image: External link], which repealed the part of the Glass–Steagall Act[image: External link] that had prohibited a bank from offering a full range of investment[image: External link], commercial banking[image: External link], and insurance services since its enactment in 1933.[131]
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 Impeachment and acquittal




Main article: Impeachment of Bill Clinton[image: External link]


After the 1998 elections, the House impeached Clinton[image: External link], alleging perjury[image: External link] and obstruction of justice[image: External link] related to the Lewinsky scandal[image: External link].[43] Clinton was only the second U.S. president to be impeached, after Andrew Johnson[image: External link]. Impeachment proceedings were based on allegations that Clinton had illegally lied about and covered up his relationship with 22-year-old White House (and later Department of Defense[image: External link]) employee Monica Lewinsky[image: External link].[132] After the Starr Report[image: External link] was submitted to the House providing what it termed "substantial and credible information that President Clinton Committed Acts that May Constitute Grounds for an Impeachment",[133] the House began impeachment hearings against Clinton before the mid-term elections[image: External link]. To hold impeachment proceedings, the Republican leadership called a lame-duck session[image: External link] in December 1998.

While the House Judiciary Committee[image: External link] hearings ended in a straight party-line vote, there was lively debate on the House floor. The two charges passed in the House (largely with Republican support, but with a handful of Democratic votes as well) were for perjury[image: External link] and obstruction of justice[image: External link]. The perjury charge arose from Clinton's testimony before a grand jury[image: External link] that had been convened to investigate perjury[image: External link] he may have committed in his sworn deposition during Paula Jones[image: External link]'s sexual harassment lawsuit.[134] The obstruction charge was based on his actions to conceal his relationship with Lewinsky before and after that deposition.

The Senate later acquitted Clinton on both charges.[135] The Senate refused to meet to hold an impeachment trial before the end of the old term, so the trial was held over until the next Congress. Clinton was represented by Washington law firm Williams & Connolly[image: External link].[136] The Senate finished a twenty-one-day trial on February 12, 1999, with the vote of 55 Not Guilty/45 Guilty on the perjury charge[135] and 50 Not Guilty/50 Guilty on the obstruction of justice charge.[137] Both votes fell short of the Constitutional two-thirds majority requirement to convict and remove an officeholder. The final vote was generally along party lines, with no Democrats voting guilty, and only a handful of Republicans voting not guilty.[135]

On January 19, 2001, Clinton's law license was suspended for five years after he acknowledged to an Arkansas circuit court that he had engaged in conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice in the Jones case.[138][139]
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 Pardons and commutations




Clinton controversially issued[image: External link] 141 pardons and 36 commutations on his last day in office on January 20, 2001.[43][140] Most of the controversy surrounded Marc Rich[image: External link] and allegations that Hillary Clinton's brother, Hugh Rodham[image: External link], accepted payments in return for influencing the president's decision-making regarding the pardons.[141] Federal prosecutor Mary Jo White[image: External link] was appointed to investigate the pardon of Rich. She was later replaced by then-Republican James Comey[image: External link], who found no wrongdoing on Clinton's part. Some of Clinton's pardons remain a point of controversy.[142]
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 Military and foreign events




Further information: Foreign policy of the Bill Clinton administration[image: External link]


Many military events occurred during Clinton's presidency. The Battle of Mogadishu[image: External link] occurred in Somalia[image: External link] in 1993. During the operation, two U.S. helicopters[image: External link] were shot down by rocket-propelled grenade[image: External link] attacks to their tail rotors[image: External link], trapping soldiers behind enemy lines. This resulted in an urban battle that killed 18 American soldiers, wounded 73 others, and one was taken prisoner. There were many more Somali casualties. Some of the American bodies were dragged through the streets—a spectacle broadcast on television news programs. In response, U.S. forces were withdrawn from Somalia and later conflicts were approached with fewer soldiers on the ground. In 1995, U.S. and NATO[image: External link] aircraft attacked Bosnian Serb targets[image: External link] to halt attacks on U.N. safe zones and to pressure them into a peace accord. Clinton deployed U.S. peacekeepers to Bosnia in late 1995, to uphold the subsequent Dayton Agreement[image: External link].

In February 1996, the Clinton administration agreed to pay Iran US$131.8 million in settlement to discontinue a case brought by Iran in 1989 against the U.S. in the International Court of Justice[image: External link] after the shooting down of Iran Air Flight 655[image: External link] by the U.S. Navy guided missile cruiser[image: External link].[143]

Capturing Osama bin Laden[image: External link] had been an objective of the U.S. government during the presidency of Bill Clinton (and continued to be until bin Laden's death in 2011[image: External link]).[144] Despite claims by Mansoor Ijaz[image: External link] and Sudanese officials that the Sudanese government had offered to arrest and extradite bin Laden and that U.S. authorities rejected each offer[145] the 9/11 Commission Report[image: External link] stated that "we have not found any reliable evidence to support the Sudanese claim".[146]

In response to a 1996 State Department warning about bin Laden and the 1998 bombings of U.S. embassies in East Africa[image: External link] by al-Qaeda[image: External link] (which killed 224 people, including 12 Americans), Clinton ordered several military missions to capture or kill bin Laden, both of which were unsuccessful.[147] In August 1998, Clinton ordered cruise missile strikes on terrorist targets in Afghanistan and Sudan[image: External link], targeting the Al-Shifa pharmaceutical factory[image: External link] in Sudan, which was suspected of assisting bin Laden in making chemical weapons, and bin Laden's terrorist training camps in Afghanistan.[148]

To stop the ethnic cleansing[image: External link] and genocide[image: External link][149][150] of Albanians by anti-guerilla military units in the former Federal Republic of Yugoslavia[image: External link]'s province of Kosovo[image: External link], Clinton authorized the use of U.S. Armed Forces in a NATO[image: External link] bombing campaign against Yugoslavia in 1999, named Operation Allied Force[image: External link]. General Wesley Clark was Supreme Allied Commander of NATO[image: External link] and oversaw the mission. With United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244[image: External link], the bombing campaign ended on June 10, 1999. The resolution placed Kosovo under UN administration and authorized a peacekeeping force[image: External link] to be deployed to the region.[151] NATO announced that its forces had suffered zero combat deaths,[152] and two deaths from an Apache helicopter[image: External link] crash.[153] Opinions in the popular press criticized pre-war genocide statements by the Clinton administration as greatly exaggerated.[154][155] In 2001, the U.N.-supervised[image: External link] Supreme Court of Kosovo[image: External link] ruled that genocide did not take place, but recognized "a systematic campaign of terror, including murders, rapes, arsons and severe maltreatments".[156] The term "ethnic cleansing" was used as an alternative to "genocide" to denote not just ethnically motivated murder but also displacement, though critics charge there is no difference.[157] Slobodan Milošević[image: External link], the president of Yugoslavia at the time of the atrocities, was eventually brought to trial[image: External link] before the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia[image: External link] in the Hague[image: External link] on charges of crimes against humanity[image: External link], genocide, and war crimes.[158] Milošević died in 2006, before the completion of the trial.[158][159]

In Clinton's 1998 State of the Union Address[image: External link], he warned Congress that Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein[image: External link] was building an arsenal of chemical, biological and nuclear weapons:


Saddam Hussein has spent the better part of this decade, and much of his nation's wealth, not on providing for the Iraqi people, but on developing nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and the missiles to deliver them. The United Nations weapons inspectors have done a truly remarkable job, finding and destroying more of Iraq's arsenal than was destroyed during the entire gulf war. Now, Saddam Hussein wants to stop them from completing their mission. I know I speak for everyone in this chamber, Republicans and Democrats, when I say to Saddam Hussein, "You cannot defy the will of the world", and when I say to him, "You have used weapons of mass destruction before; we are determined to deny you the capacity to use them again.[160]



Seeking to weaken Hussein's grip on power, Clinton signed the Iraq Liberation Act of 1998[image: External link] into law on October 31, 1998, which instituted a policy of "regime change" against Iraq, though it explicitly stated it did not provide for direct intervention on the part of American military forces.[161][162] The administration then launched a four-day bombing campaign named Operation Desert Fox[image: External link], lasting from December 16 to 19, 1998. At the end of this operation Clinton announced that "So long as Saddam remains in power, he will remain a threat to his people, his region, and the world. With our allies, we must pursue a strategy to contain him and to constrain his weapons of mass destruction program, while working toward the day Iraq has a government willing to live at peace with its people and with its neighbors."[163] American and British aircraft in the Iraq no-fly zones attacked hostile Iraqi air defenses 166 times in 1999 and 78 times in 2000.[164][165]

Clinton's November 2000 visit to Vietnam[image: External link] was the first by a U.S. president since the end of the Vietnam War[image: External link].[166] On October 10, 2000, Clinton signed into law the U.S.–China Relations Act of 2000[image: External link], which granted permanent normal trade relations[image: External link] (PNTR) trade status to People's Republic of China.[167] The president asserted that free trade would gradually open China to democratic reform.[168] Clinton also oversaw a boom of the U.S. economy. Under Clinton, the United States had a projected federal budget surplus[image: External link] for the first time since 1969.[169]

After initial successes such as the Oslo Accords[image: External link] of the early 1990s, which also led to the Israel–Jordan peace treaty[image: External link] in 1994 and the Wye River Memorandum[image: External link] in October 1998, Clinton attempted an effort to end the Israeli–Palestinian conflict[image: External link]. He brought Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak[image: External link] and Palestinian Authority chairman Yasser Arafat[image: External link] together at Camp David for the Camp David Summit[image: External link] in July 2000, which lasted 14 days.[43] Following the failures of the peace talks, Clinton stated Arafat "missed the opportunity" to facilitate a "just and lasting peace". In his autobiography[image: External link], Clinton blames Arafat for the collapse of the summit.[2][170] Following another attempt in December 2000 at Bolling Air Force Base[image: External link], in which the president offered the Clinton Parameters[image: External link], the situation broke down completely after the end of the Taba Summit[image: External link] and with the start of the Second Intifada[image: External link].[43]
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 Judicial appointments




Main articles: Bill Clinton Supreme Court candidates[image: External link] and List of federal judges appointed by Bill Clinton[image: External link]


Clinton appointed two justices to the Supreme Court[image: External link]: Ruth Bader Ginsburg[image: External link] in 1993[171] and Stephen Breyer[image: External link] in 1994.[172]

Along with his two Supreme Court appointments, Clinton appointed 66 judges to the United States courts of appeals[image: External link] and 305 judges to the United States district courts[image: External link]. His 373 judicial appointments are the second most in American history behind those of Ronald Reagan. Clinton also experienced a number of judicial appointment controversies[image: External link], as 69 nominees to federal judgeships[image: External link] did not receive a vote in the Republican[image: External link]-controlled Senate Judiciary Committee[image: External link]. In all, 84 percent of his nominees were confirmed.[173]

Sonia Sotomayor[image: External link] was one of the judges who was appointed by Clinton to the Court of Appeals. She was nominated by Clinton in 1997 to the Second Circuit[image: External link]. Sotomayor was confirmed in 1998, following a delay of more than a year that was caused by Republican opposition.[174][175]

Clinton was the first president in history to appoint more women and minority judges than white male judges to the federal courts.[176] In his eight years in office, 11.6% of Clinton's court of appeals nominees and 17.4% of his district court nominees were black; 32.8% of his court of appeals nominees and 28.5% of his district court nominees were women.[177] Clinton appointed the first African American judges to the Fourth Circuit[image: External link] (Roger Gregory[image: External link]) and the Seventh Circuit[image: External link] (Ann Claire Williams[image: External link]).[177] Clinton also appointed the nation's first openly gay or lesbian[image: External link] federal judge when he named Deborah Batts[image: External link] to the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York[image: External link]. Batts was confirmed by the Senate in a voice vote[image: External link] in 1994.[178]
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 Public opinion




Clinton's job approval rating fluctuated in the 40s and 50s throughout his first term. In his second term, his rating consistently ranged from the high-50s to the high-60s.[179] After his impeachment proceedings in 1998 and 1999, Clinton's rating reached its highest point.[180] According to a CBS News/New York Times poll, Clinton left office with an approval rating of 68 percent, which matched those of Ronald Reagan[image: External link] and Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] as the highest ratings for departing presidents in the modern era.[181] Clinton's average Gallup poll[image: External link] approval rating for his last quarter in office was 61%, the highest final quarter rating any president has received for fifty years.[182] Forty-seven percent of the respondents identified themselves as being Clinton supporters.[182]

As he was leaving office, a CNN/USA Today/Gallup poll revealed that 45 percent of Americans said they would miss him; 55 percent thought he "would have something worthwhile to contribute and should remain active in public life"; 68 percent thought he would be remembered more for his "involvement in personal scandal" than for "his accomplishments"; and 58 percent answered "No" to the question "Do you generally think Bill Clinton is honest and trustworthy?"[182] The same percentage said he would be remembered as either "outstanding" or "above average" as a president, while 22 percent said he would be remembered as "below average" or "poor".[182] ABC News characterized public consensus on Clinton as, "You can't trust him, he's got weak morals and ethics – and he's done a heck of a good job."[183]

In May 2006, a CNN poll comparing Clinton's job performance with that of his successor, George W. Bush, found that a strong majority of respondents said Clinton outperformed Bush in six different areas questioned.[184] Gallup polls in 2007 and 2011 showed that Clinton was regarded by 13% of Americans as the greatest president in U.S. history.[185][186]

In 2014, 18% of respondents in a Quinnipiac University Polling Institute[image: External link] poll of American voters regarded Clinton as the best president since World War II, making him the third most popular among postwar presidents, behind John F. Kennedy[image: External link] and Ronald Reagan[image: External link].[187] The same poll showed that just 3% of American voters regarded Clinton as the worst president since World War II.[187]

A 2015 poll by The Washington Post asked 162 scholars of the American Political Science Association[image: External link] to rank all the U.S. presidents in order of greatness. According to their findings, Clinton ranked eighth overall, with a rating of 70 percent.[188]
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 Public image




Main article: Public image of Bill Clinton[image: External link]


See also: Bill Clinton sexual misconduct allegations[image: External link]


As the first baby boomer[image: External link] president, Clinton was the first president since Calvin Coolidge[image: External link] not to have been alive during World War II.[189] Authors Martin Walker and Bob Woodward state Clinton's innovative use of sound bite[image: External link]-ready dialogue, personal charisma, and public perception-oriented campaigning was a major factor in his high public approval ratings.[190][191] When Clinton played the saxophone on The Arsenio Hall Show[image: External link], he was described by some religious conservatives as "the MTV president".[192] Opponents sometimes referred to him as "Slick Willie", a nickname which was first applied to him in 1980 by Pine Bluff Commercial journalist Paul Greenberg[image: External link];[193] Greenberg believed that Clinton was abandoning the progressive policies of previous Arkansas Governors such as Winthrop Rockefeller[image: External link], Dale Bumpers[image: External link] and David Pryor[image: External link].[193] The claim "Slick Willie" would last throughout his presidency.[194] Standing at a height of 6 ft 2 in (1.88 m), Clinton is tied with five others as the fourth-tallest president[image: External link] in the nation's history.[195][196] His folksy manner led him to be nicknamed[image: External link] Bubba[image: External link], especially in the South.[197] Since 2000, he has frequently been referred to as "The Big Dog" or "Big Dog".[198][199] His prominent role in campaigning for President Obama during the 2012 presidential election[image: External link] and his widely publicized speech at the 2012 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], where he officially nominated Obama and criticized Republican nominee Mitt Romney[image: External link] and Republican policies in detail, earned him the nickname "Explainer-in-Chief".[200][201]

Clinton drew strong support from the African American community and made improving race relations a major theme of his presidency.[202] In 1998, Nobel[image: External link] laureate Toni Morrison[image: External link] called Clinton "the first Black president", saying, "Clinton displays almost every trope of blackness: single-parent household, born poor, working-class, saxophone-playing, McDonald's[image: External link]-and-junk-food-loving boy from Arkansas".[203] Noting that Clinton's sex life was scrutinized more than his career accomplishments, Morrison compared this to the stereotyping and double standards[image: External link] that blacks typically endure,[203] although many viewed this comparison as unfair and disparaging to both Clinton and the African-American community at large.[204] Clinton, a Baptist[image: External link],[205] has been open about his faith.[206]

Shortly after he took office, conservative newspaper owner Richard Mellon Scaife[image: External link] organized a fundraising campaign to smear Clinton's image in the media.[207] Leading the Arkansas Project[image: External link], Scaife and other associates sought to find sources in Clinton's home state of Arkansas who would be willing to dish out negative allegations against the president.[207]

In 1994, Paula Jones[image: External link] brought a sexual harassment lawsuit against Clinton, claiming he made unwanted advances in 1991, which he denied. In April 1998, the case was initially dismissed by Judge Susan Webber Wright[image: External link] as lacking legal merit.[208] But Jones appealed Webber Wright's ruling, and her suit gained traction following Clinton's admission to having an affair with Monica Lewinsky in August 1998.[209] In 1998, lawyers for Paula Jones released court documents contending a pattern of sexual harassment by Clinton when he was governor of Arkansas. Robert S. Bennett[image: External link], Clinton's main lawyer for the case, called the filing "a pack of lies" and "an organized campaign to smear the President of the United States" funded by Clinton's political enemies.[210] Clinton later agreed to an out-of-court settlement, paying $850,000.[211] Bennett said that the president made the settlement only so he could end the lawsuit for good and move on with his life.[212] During the deposition for the Jones lawsuit, which was held at the White House,[213] Clinton denied having sexual relations[image: External link] with Monica Lewinsky[image: External link] – a denial that became the basis for an impeachment charge of perjury.[214]

In 1992, Gennifer Flowers[image: External link] stated that she had a relationship with Clinton that began in 1980.[215] Flowers at first denied that she had an affair with Clinton, but later changed her story.[216][217] After Clinton at first denied having a relationship with Flowers on 60 Minutes, he later admitted that he had a sexual encounter with Flowers.[218]

In 1998, Kathleen Willey[image: External link] alleged that Clinton groped her in a hallway in 1993. An independent counsel determined Willey gave "false information" to the FBI, inconsistent with sworn testimony related to the Jones allegation.[219] On March 19, 1998, Julie Hiatt Steele, a friend of Willey, released an affidavit[image: External link], accusing the former White House aide of asking her to lie to corroborate Ms. Willey's account of being sexually groped by Clinton in the Oval Office.[220] An attempt by Kenneth Starr to prosecute Steele for making false statements and obstructing justice ended in a mistrial and Starr declined to seek a retrial after Steele sought an investigation against the former Independent Counsel for prosecutorial misconduct.[221] Linda Tripp[image: External link]'s grand jury testimony also differed from Willey's claims regarding inappropriate sexual advances.[222]

Also in 1998, Juanita Broaddrick[image: External link] alleged that Clinton had raped her in the spring of 1978, although she stated she did not remember the exact date.[223] In another 1998 event, Elizabeth Gracen[image: External link] recanted a six-year-old denial and stated she had a one-night stand with Clinton in 1982.[224] Gracen later apologized to Hillary Clinton.[225] Throughout the year, however, Gracen eluded a subpoena[image: External link] from Kenneth Starr to testify her claim in court.[226]
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 Post-presidency (2001–present)




Main article: Post-presidency of Bill Clinton[image: External link]


Bill Clinton continues to be active in public life, giving speeches, fundraising, and founding charitable organizations.[227] Clinton has spoken in prime time at every Democratic National Convention[image: External link] since 1988.[228] Robert Reich[image: External link] has suggested that Clinton is in a state of "permanent election"[image: External link], due to the impeachment proceedings during his presidency and his continuing support in the campaigns of his wife Hillary Clinton.[229]
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 Activities until 2008 campaign




In 2002, Clinton warned that pre-emptive military action against Iraq would have unwelcome consequences,[230][231] and later claimed to have opposed the Iraq War from the start (though some dispute this).[232] In 2005, Clinton criticized the Bush administration for its handling of emissions control, while speaking at the United Nations Climate Change conference[image: External link] in Montreal.[233]

The William J. Clinton Presidential Center and Park[image: External link] in Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link] was dedicated in 2004.[234] Clinton released a best-selling autobiography, My Life[image: External link] in 2004.[235] In 2007, he released Giving: How Each of Us Can Change the World[image: External link], which also became a New York Times Best Seller[image: External link] and garnered positive reviews.[236]

In the aftermath of the 2004 Asian tsunami[image: External link], U.N. Secretary-General[image: External link] Kofi Annan[image: External link] appointed Clinton to head a relief effort.[237] After Hurricane Katrina[image: External link], Clinton joined with fellow former president George H. W. Bush to establish the Bush-Clinton Tsunami Fund in January 2005, and the Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund in October of that year.[238] As part of the tsunami effort, these two ex-presidents appeared in a Super Bowl XXXIX[image: External link] pre-game show,[239] and traveled to the affected areas.[240] They also spoke together at the funeral of Boris Yeltsin[image: External link] in April 2007.[241]

Based on his philanthropic worldview,[242] Clinton created the William J. Clinton Foundation[image: External link] to address issues of global importance. This foundation includes the Clinton Foundation HIV and AIDS Initiative (CHAI), which strives to combat that disease, and has worked with the Australian government toward that end. The Clinton Global Initiative (CGI), begun by the Clinton Foundation in 2005, attempts to address world problems such as global public health[image: External link], poverty alleviation and religious and ethnic conflict[image: External link].[243] In 2005, Clinton announced through his foundation an agreement with manufacturers to stop selling sugared drinks in schools.[244] Clinton's foundation joined with the Large Cities Climate Leadership Group[image: External link] in 2006 to improve cooperation among those cities, and he met with foreign leaders to promote this initiative.[245] The foundation has received donations from a number of governments all over the world, including Asia and the Middle East.[246] In 2008, Foundation director Inder Singh[image: External link] announced deals to reduce the price of anti-malaria drugs by 30 percent in developing nations.[247] Clinton also spoke in favor of California Proposition 87 on alternative energy[image: External link], which was voted down.[248]
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 2008 presidential election




During the 2008 Democratic presidential primary campaign, Clinton vigorously advocated on behalf of his wife, Hillary Clinton. Through speaking engagements and fundraisers, he was able to raise $10 million toward her campaign.[249] Some worried that as an ex-president, he was too active on the trail, too negative to Clinton rival Barack Obama, and alienating his supporters at home and abroad.[250] Many were especially critical of him following his remarks in the South Carolina primary, which Obama won. Later in the 2008 primaries, there was some infighting between Bill and Hillary's staffs, especially in Pennsylvania.[251] Considering Bill's remarks, many thought that he could not rally Hillary supporters behind Obama after Obama won the primary.[252] Such remarks lead to apprehension that the party would be split to the detriment of Obama's election. Fears were allayed August 27, 2008, when Clinton enthusiastically endorsed Obama at the 2008 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], saying that all his experience as president assures him that Obama is "ready to lead".[253] After Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign was over, Bill Clinton continued to raise funds to help pay off her campaign debt.[254][255]
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 After the 2008 election




In 2009, Clinton travelled to North Korea on behalf of two American journalists imprisoned in North Korea[image: External link]. Euna Lee[image: External link] and Laura Ling[image: External link] had been imprisoned for illegally entering the country from China.[256] Jimmy Carter[image: External link] had made a similar visit in 1994.[256] After Clinton met with North Korean leader Kim Jong-il[image: External link], Kim issued a pardon.[257][258]

Since then, Clinton has been assigned a number of other diplomatic missions. He was named United Nations Special Envoy[image: External link] to Haiti in 2009.[259] In response to the 2010 Haiti earthquake[image: External link], U.S. President Barack Obama announced that Clinton and George W. Bush[image: External link] would coordinate efforts to raise funds for Haiti's recovery.[260] Clinton continues to visit Haiti to witness the inauguration of refugee villages, and to raise funds for victims of the earthquake.[261] In 2010, Clinton announced support of, and delivered the keynote address for, the inauguration of NTR[image: External link], Ireland's first environmental foundation.[262][263] At the 2012 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], Clinton gave a widely praised speech nominating Barack Obama.[264]
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 2016 presidential election




During the 2016 Presidential Election[image: External link], Clinton again encouraged voters to support Hillary Clinton, including a campaign stop in Wilmington, NC.[265] In a series of tweets, then-President-Elect Donald Trump[image: External link] criticized his ability to get people out to vote.[266]
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 Post-presidential health concerns




In September 2004, Clinton received a quadruple bypass surgery.[267] In March 2005, he underwent surgery for a partially collapsed lung.[268] On February 11, 2010, he was rushed to NewYork–Presbyterian Hospital[image: External link] in New York City after complaining of chest pains, and had two coronary stents[image: External link] implanted in his heart.[267][269] After this experience, Clinton adopted the plant-based whole foods ( vegan[image: External link]) diet recommended by doctors Dean Ornish[image: External link] and Caldwell Esselstyn[image: External link].[270]
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 Wealth




The Clintons accrued several million dollars in legal bills during his presidency; they were paid off four years after he left office.[271] Both Bill and Hillary Clinton have received millions of dollars in book authorship fees.[272] In 2016, Forbes reported Bill and Hillary Clinton made about $240 million in the 15 years from January 2001 to December 2015 (mostly from paid speeches, business consulting and book-writing).[273] Also in 2016, CNN reported the Clintons combined to receive more than $153 million in paid speeches from 2001 until spring 2015.[274] In May 2015, The Hill reported that Bill and Hillary Clinton have made more than $25 million in speaking fees since the start of 2014, and that Hillary Clinton also made $5 million or more from her book, Hard Choices[image: External link], during the same time period.[275] In July 2014, The Wall Street Journal reported that at the end of 2012, the Clintons were worth between $5 million and $25.5 million, and that in 2012 (the last year they were required to disclose the information) the Clintons made between $16 and $17 million, mostly from speaking fees earned by the former president.[276] Clinton earned more than $104 million from paid speeches between 2001 and 2012.[277] In June 2014, ABC News and The Washington Post reported that Bill Clinton has made more than $100 million giving paid speeches since leaving public office, and in 2008, the New York Times reported that the Clintons' income tax returns[278] show they have made $109 million in the 8 years from January 1, 2000 to December 31, 2007, including almost $92 million from his speaking and book-writing.[272][279][280][281]

Bill Clinton has given dozens of paid speeches each year, mostly to corporations and philanthropic groups in North America and Europe, often earning $100,000 to $300,000 per speech.[274][282][283][284] Hillary Clinton said that she and Bill came out of the White House financially "broke" and in debt, especially due to large legal fees incurred during their years in the White House. "We had no money when we got there, and we struggled to, you know, piece together the resources for mortgages, for houses, for Chelsea's education." She added, "Bill has worked really hard ... we had to pay off all our debts ... he had to make double the money because of, obviously, taxes; and then pay off the debts, and get us houses, and take care of family members."[280]
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 Honors and recognition




Main article: List of honors and awards received by Bill Clinton[image: External link]


Various colleges and universities have awarded Clinton honorary degrees, including Doctorate of Law[image: External link] degrees[285][286] and Doctor of Humane Letters[image: External link] degrees.[287] He is an Honorary Fellow of University College, Oxford, which he attended as a Rhodes Scholar[image: External link], although he did not complete his studies there.[288][289] Schools have been named for Clinton,[290][291][292] and statues have been built to pay him homage.[293][294] U.S. states where he has been honored include Missouri,[295] Arkansas,[296] Kentucky,[297] and New York.[298] He was presented with the Medal for Distinguished Public Service[image: External link] by Secretary of Defense[image: External link] William Cohen[image: External link] in 2001.[299] The Clinton Presidential Center[image: External link] was opened in Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link] in his honor on December 5, 2001.[300]

He has been honored in various other ways, in countries that include the Czech Republic,[301] Papua New Guinea,[302] Germany,[303] and Kosovo.[293] The Republic of Kosovo, in gratitude for his help during the Kosovo War[image: External link], renamed a major street in the capital city of Pristina[image: External link] as Bill Clinton Boulevard[image: External link] and added a monumental Clinton statue.[304][305][306]

Clinton was selected as Time's "Man of the Year[image: External link]" in 1992,[307] and again in 1998, along with Ken Starr[image: External link].[308] From a poll conducted of the American people in December 1999, Clinton was among eighteen included in Gallup's List of Widely Admired People[image: External link] of the 20th century.[309] He was honored with a Grammy Award for Best Spoken Word Album for Children[image: External link], a J. William Fulbright[image: External link] Prize for International Understanding,[310] a TED[image: External link] Prize (named for the confluence of technology, entertainment and design),[311] and was named as an Honorary GLAAD Media Award[image: External link] recipient for his work as an advocate for the LGBT[image: External link] community.[312]

In 2011, President Michel Martelly[image: External link] of Haiti awarded Clinton with the National Order of Honour and Merit[image: External link] to the rank of Grand Cross "for his various initiatives in Haiti and especially his high contribution to the reconstruction of the country after the earthquake of January 12, 2010". Clinton declared at the ceremony that "in the United States of America, I really don't believe former American presidents need awards anymore, but I am very honored by this one, I love Haiti, and I believe in its promise".[313]

U.S. President Barack Obama awarded Clinton the Presidential Medal of Freedom[image: External link] on November 20, 2013.[314]
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 Electoral history






	Year
	Office
	District
	Democratic
	Republican
	Other



	1974
	Arkansas 3rd congressional district
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	48.17%
	John Paul Hammerschmidt
	51.83%
	
	



	1976
	Arkansas Attorney General
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	
	Unopposed
	
	
	



	1978
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	63%
	Lynn Lowe
	37%
	
	



	1980
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	48%
	Frank White
	52%
	
	



	1982
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	55%
	Frank White
	45%
	
	



	1984
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	63%
	Woody Freeman
	37%
	
	



	1986
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	64%
	Frank White
	36%
	
	



	1990
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	57%
	Sheffield Nelson
	42%
	
	



	1992
	President of the United States
	United States of America
	Bill Clinton
	43%
	George H. W. Bush
	37%
	Ross Perot (I)
	19%



	1996
	President of the United States
	United States of America
	Bill Clinton
	49%
	Bob Dole
	41%
	Ross Perot (Reform)
	8%
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 Authored books





	Between Hope and History[image: External link]. New York: Times Books. 1996. ISBN  978-0-8129-2913-3[image: External link].

	My Life[image: External link] (1st ed.). New York: Vintage Books. 2004. ISBN  978-1-4000-3003-3[image: External link].

	Giving: How Each of Us Can Change the World[image: External link] (1st ed.). New York: Knopf. 2007. ISBN  0-307-26674-5[image: External link].

	Back to Work: Why We Need Smart Government for a Strong Economy[image: External link]. Knopf. 2011. ISBN  978-0-307-95975-1[image: External link].
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 Recordings




Bill Clinton is one of the narrators on a 2003 recording of Sergei Prokofiev[image: External link]'s Peter and the Wolf, on Pentatone[image: External link], together with Mikhail Gorbachev[image: External link] and Sophia Loren[image: External link].
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 See also





	Clinton family[image: External link]

	Clinton School of Public Service[image: External link]

	Gun control policy of the Clinton Administration[image: External link]

	Historical rankings of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]

	List of Governors of Arkansas[image: External link]

	List of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]

	List of Presidents of the United States by previous experience[image: External link]
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Glory Daze






This article is about the film. For the television series of the same title, see Glory Daze (TV series)[image: External link].

Not to be confused with Glory Days (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Glory Daze is a 1995 American independent[image: External link] comedy film[image: External link] written and directed by Rich Wilkes[image: External link] and starring Ben Affleck, Sam Rockwell[image: External link], Megan Ward[image: External link], and French Stewart[image: External link]. It also features John Rhys-Davies[image: External link], Alyssa Milano[image: External link], and Spalding Gray[image: External link] in supporting roles. The plot concerns five college housemates in Santa Cruz, California[image: External link] who are facing graduation and make an attempt to prolong their carefree lifestyle before going their separate ways. Matthew McConaughey[image: External link], Meredith Salenger[image: External link], Matt Damon, Brendan Fraser[image: External link], and Leah Remini[image: External link] all appear in minor roles. Music for the film was composed and selected by members of the punk rock[image: External link] band The Vandals[image: External link], and the soundtrack features several punk rock bands of the era.



TOP
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 Plot




22 year-old Jack Freeman is graduating from the University of California, Santa Cruz[image: External link] with a degree in art, and is hurting from a recent breakup with his ex-girlfriend Dina. He shares a house called "El Rancho" with four friends: Rob is also graduating, and preparing to move to Los Angeles with his girlfriend Joanie, though he is worried about settling down and living so close to Joani's mother. Dennis is a perpetual student[image: External link] with three degrees who, after six years at UCSC, is moving on to an MBA[image: External link] program in Michigan. Mickey is a cartoonist[image: External link] with a year of college still to go, and has feelings for their friend Chelsea but is too shy to reciprocate her affections. Josh, aka "Slosh", had a promising academic future but failed out of college in favor of a life of drinking and working a series of menial jobs.

Art professor Luther criticizes Jack's final sculpture project for expressing an uninteresting, suburban, middle-class worldview, but praises Dennis' thesis—a photo-essay[image: External link] of Slosh getting drunk and working at dead-end jobs—and offers him an apprenticeship[image: External link]; Jack suggests that this is only because Luther has a homosexual attraction toward Dennis, a notion Dennis dismisses. Not wanting their college days to end, Jack convinces his friends to postpone their respective plans and stay at El Rancho for another year. They celebrate the decision by throwing a party, at which Chelsea, tired of her feelings for Mickey going unrequited, makes sexual advances toward Jack. He turns her down, and she leaves the party embarrassed. Rob gets into an argument with Joanie, causing her to leave angrily.

After the commencement ceremony the next day, Rob reconciles with Joanie and meets her mother, and they end up getting along. Jack argues with his parents over his future, and they leave abruptly. Jack encourages Mickey to pursue a relationship with Chelsea. Luther makes a pass at Dennis during a faculty luncheon, confirming Jack's suspicion about his ulterior motives. Dennis and Jack vent their frustrations with Luther by cutting down a totem pole[image: External link] that his sculpture students spent two semesters creating.

At a beach bonfire that night, Slosh tells Jack that it was Jack's carefree attitude that inspired him to give up on college, and that he does not regret his decision because he no longer fears what the future may hold. At Slosh's encouragement, Jack attempts to win back Dina, but she rebuffs him. Back at El Rancho, Mickey admits his feelings to Chelsea, and the two share a kiss. Jack and the others realize that they should not really stay another year, that it is time to move on with their adult lives. To preserve their memories of the house and prevent any future residents from despoiling it, they proceed to smash their furniture and belongings, culminating in the destruction of the bar counter[image: External link] that they had built together.

The next day, the five friends go their separate ways: Rob leaves for Los Angeles with Joanie, Dennis heads off to school in Michigan, and Mickey and Chelsea begin dating. Slosh moves in with a group of new students he has befriended, and hangs the El Rancho sign on their house. As Jack leaves town, he stops at a restaurant where Dina is eating with her new boyfriend, and writes "angst for the memories" on the window as a farewell message to her.
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 Cast





	
Ben Affleck as Jack Freeman, the film's main character, who is graduating from the University of California, Santa Cruz[image: External link] and lives at "El Rancho" with his friends

	
Sam Rockwell[image: External link] as Rob, one of the El Rancho housemates, who is also graduating

	
Megan Ward[image: External link] as Joanie, Rob's girlfriend, also graduating

	
French Stewart[image: External link] as Dennis, an El Rancho housemate and perpetual student[image: External link] who has spent six years in college and earned three degrees

	
Kristin Bauer[image: External link] as Dina, Jack's ex-girlfriend

	Vinnie DeRamus as Mickey, an El Rancho housemate and cartoonist[image: External link] for the local newspaper

	Vien Hong as Josh, nicknamed "Slosh", an El Rancho housemate and college dropout

	
Mary Woronov[image: External link] as Vicki, Joanie's mother

	Elizabeth Ruscio as Jack's mother

	
John Rhys-Davies[image: External link] as Luther, an art professor who Jack and Dennis study under

	
Alyssa Milano[image: External link] as Chelsea, a friend of the El Rancho gang who has a crush on Mickey

	
Spalding Gray[image: External link] as Jack's father



Affleck, Rockwell, Ward, and Stewart received top billing[image: External link] for the film, both in the billing block and opening credits, while Rhys-Davies, Milano, and Gray are listed as "special appearances". The theatrical film poster[image: External link], however, advertised Affleck, Milano, and Stewart as the film's stars. Meredith Salenger[image: External link] is also credited with a "special appearance" as a fan of Mickey's comic strip. Several actors who later became stars in their own right had small roles in Glory Daze, including Matthew McConaughey[image: External link] as a rental truck salesman, Matt Damon in a non-speaking role as former El Rancho housemate Edgar Pudwhacker, and Brendan Fraser[image: External link] and Leah Remini[image: External link] as a couple who Jack argues with on a bus. Other small roles were played by Sean Whalen as a flunky, Jay Lacopo[image: External link] as the bus driver, and Alfred Sole[image: External link] as a fisherman.
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 Music




The musical score for the film's soundtrack[image: External link] was composed by Warren Fitzgerald[image: External link], guitarist of the punk rock[image: External link] band The Vandals[image: External link]. Vandals bassist Joe Escalante[image: External link] served as music supervisor, along with Lia Vollack[image: External link]. The Vandals performed original music for the film score[image: External link], including the "Theme from Glory Daze" which plays during the opening credits. "It's a Fact", from their then-upcoming album The Quickening[image: External link], was included, and a music video[image: External link] was later released for the song featuring clips from the film. The soundtrack also features several other contemporary punk rock bands, mostly from California, including NOFX[image: External link], Bad Religion[image: External link], Tilt[image: External link], The Mr. T Experience[image: External link], Assorted Jelly Beans[image: External link], The Bouncing Souls[image: External link], and the New Bomb Turks[image: External link].

Members of the cast and crew also contributed to the soundtrack. The song "Sports Pack" is sung by Vinnie DeRamus, who played Mickey, with writer and director Rich Wilkes[image: External link] on drums along with bassist Scott Marcano and a guitarist credited as "Gold"; for the soundtrack album[image: External link] they used the group name Epoxy. In the film's party scene, the El Rancho housemates' band perform two songs: The "Dudes of Steel Theme" with Rob singing, and a cover version[image: External link] of The Mr. T Experience's "Now We Are Twenty-One" with Slosh singing. Sam Rockwell and Vien Hong sang their respective characters' parts on these tracks (DeRamus also sang backing vocals on "Now We Are Twenty-One"), while the music was performed by Daniel Rey[image: External link], Roger Murdock[image: External link], and John Connor.
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 Soundtrack album




The soundtrack album for Glory Daze was released by Kung Fu Records[image: External link], Escalante and Fitzgerald's recently launched independent record label[image: External link]. The album includes two songs not used in the film: "Joe Lies (When He Cries)" by The Bouncing Souls, and the previously-unreleased Vandals song "Change the World with My Hockey Stick". Also, rather than the original Bad Religion version of "We're Only Gonna Die[image: External link]" used in the film, the album substitutes a live recording of a cover version performed by Sublime[image: External link]. Other songs used in the film but not included on the soundtrack album include "Kill All the White Man" by NOFX, "Clown Show" by Ednaswap[image: External link], "She Ballin'" by Chappie Chap, and "Acetone" by Mudhoney[image: External link].
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	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Artist
	Length



	1.
	"Theme from Glory Daze"
	Warren Fitzgerald[image: External link]
	The Vandals[image: External link]
	1:26



	2.
	"It's a Fact" (from The Quickening[image: External link], 1996)
	Fitzgerald
	The Vandals
	2:05



	3.
	"Change the World with My Hockey Stick"
	Fitzgerald
	The Vandals
	2:24



	4.
	"Here We Go" (from Maniacal Laughter[image: External link], 1996)
	Pete Steinkopf, Shal Khichi, Bryan Keinlen, Greg Attonito
	The Bouncing Souls[image: External link]
	1:59



	5.
	"Joe Lies (When He Cries)" (from The Argyle E.P.[image: External link], 1993)
	Steinkopf, Khichi, Keinlen, Attonito
	The Bouncing Souls
	3:51



	6.
	"I Just Wanna Do It with You" (from Love Is Dead[image: External link], 1996)
	Frank Portman[image: External link]
	The Mr. T Experience[image: External link]
	1:59



	7.
	"Please Stop Fucking My Mom" (from Fuck the Kids[image: External link], 1996)
	Fat Mike[image: External link]
	NOFX[image: External link]
	1:00



	8.
	"Even Hitler Had a Girlfriend" (from Our Bodies Our Selves[image: External link], 1993)
	Portman
	The Mr. T Experience
	2:27



	9.
	"Brain Dead" (from Assorted Jelly Beans[image: External link], 1996)
	Richard Falomir[image: External link], Ricky Boyer, Wylie Johnson
	Assorted Jelly Beans[image: External link]
	2:39



	10.
	"Sports Pack"
	Rich Wilkes[image: External link], Scott Marcano
	Epoxy
	1:29



	11.
	"Country Time" (from Scientific, 1996)
	Deston Berry
	Hepcat[image: External link]
	3:17



	12.
	"Crying Jag" (from Play Cell[image: External link], 1993)
	Cinder Block[image: External link], Jeffrey Bischoff, Vincent Camacho, Pete Rypins
	Tilt[image: External link]
	2:27



	13.
	"Baby" (from The Billy Nayer Show, 1994)
	Cory McAbee[image: External link]
	The Billy Nayer Show[image: External link]
	1:34



	14.
	"Runnin' on Go" (from !!Destroy-Oh-Boy!![image: External link], 1993)
	Eric Davidson, Jim Weber, Matt Reber, Bill Randt
	New Bomb Turks[image: External link]
	2:10



	15.
	"The Moron Brothers" (from Ribbed[image: External link], 1991)
	Fat Mike
	NOFX
	2:27



	16.
	"Berkeley Pier" (from ''Til It Kills[image: External link], 1995)
	Block, Bischoff, Camacho, Gabe Meline
	Tilt
	3:45



	17.
	"We're Only Gonna Die[image: External link]" (live; originally performed by Bad Religion[image: External link])
	Greg Graffin[image: External link]
	Sublime[image: External link]
	3:20
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 Reception




Reviewing the film in November 1995, when it was titled Last Call, Variety senior critic Emanuel Levy[image: External link] criticized Wilkes' direction as "awkward, lacking any visual flair" and said that "the movie makes its funny points early on, which means the second half is basically an elaboration. If the loose, anecdotal pic sometimes rambles and loses its main line, eventually it rights itself, with enough inventiveness and fresh, nasty humor to compensate for the dull moments."[1] Upon its theatrical release, Stephen Holden[image: External link] of The New York Times gave Glory Daze a positive review, saying "This tiny nostalgic comedy, with its smart collegiate chatter, is a much better movie than slick fatuities like The Jerky Boys[image: External link] (1995), Airheads[image: External link] (1994), and Billy Madison[image: External link] (1995), for which Mr. Wilkes wrote the screenplays. Of course that isn't saying much. But Glory Daze deftly sketches each member of its underachieving fivesome while sustaining a mood of humorously frazzled end-of-semester anxiety [...] Mr. Affleck's affably mopey performance finds just the right balance between obnoxious and sad sack. Even though he thoroughly deserves every comeuppance, you still have to sympathize with the poor guy."[2]

Edward Guthmann of the San Francisco Chronicle gave the film a negative review, saying that it "doesn't cover any ground that wasn't already plowed and sprayed in previous slacker comedies" and that "there's no shape to the movie and no rhythm connecting the scenes to each other. Wilkes has a gift for nasty put-down lines, but his directing debut lacks heart and his leading man isn't a tad sympathetic – or even slightly redeemed by Affleck's sour performance."[3] Barbara Shulgasser of The San Francisco Examiner[image: External link] was also critical of it, calling it "another cynical movie about people in their 20s who don't know what to do with their lives [...] Writer-director Rich Wilkes doesn't insert much substance into the movie, but he does take the opportunity to make fun of art education. Jack's professor (John Rhys-Davies) tells him Jack's project has gotten 'lost in abstractionism'. 'Real art is subject to a complex filtration system', he goes on. 'I look at your stuff and I see 20th century American suburbia. It doesn't resonate.' Just the way I feel about this movie."[4] Joey O'Bryan of The Austin Chronicle[image: External link] also criticized Glory Daze, calling it "insipid [...] a loving, if not particularly funny, tribute to the slob-comedies of the Eighties, or, in other words, it's an Animal House[image: External link] (1978) wannabe with a condescending Gen-X[image: External link] slant [...] the film's sense of social satire is hopelessly pedestrian, the dialogue stale ('He changed his major more often than his underwear'), and the editing is amateurish, with many scenes beginning too late and ending too early."[5]

Reviewing the DVD[image: External link] release of the film in 2002, Keith Phipps of The A.V. Club[image: External link] compared it unfavorably to 1995's Kicking and Screaming[image: External link], calling it "a considerably weaker variation on the same themes [...] Glory Daze is not a good movie, but it does illustrate some of the frustrating clichés that the Gen Angst genre has accumulated in the nearly four years since Reality Bites[image: External link] (1994) appeared."[6]
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Mallrats






Mallrats is a 1995 American comedy film[image: External link] written and directed by Kevin Smith. It is the second film in the View Askewniverse[image: External link] after 1994's Clerks[image: External link].

As in the other View Askewniverse films, the characters Jay and Silent Bob[image: External link] feature prominently, and characters and events from other films are discussed. Several cast members, including Jason Lee[image: External link], Ben Affleck, and Joey Lauren Adams[image: External link], have gone on to work in several other Smith films. Comic book icon Stan Lee[image: External link] appeared, as did Brian O'Halloran[image: External link], the star of Smith's breakout feature Clerks[image: External link].

Plans for a sequel, MallBrats, were announced in March 2015. In June 2016, Smith announced that the sequel would instead be a 10-episode TV series; in February 2017, Smith announced that he had not been able to sell the TV series to any network, and the sequel was shelved indefinitely.



TOP
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 Plot




College student T.S. Quint (Jeremy London[image: External link]) is preparing for a trip to Universal Studios[image: External link] in Florida with Brandi Svenning (Claire Forlani[image: External link]), during which he plans to propose to her; however, Brandi tells him she cannot go because she has volunteered to fill in as a contestant on Truth or Date, her father's dating game show[image: External link]. They argue over this and eventually break up. T.S. turns to his best friend Brodie Bruce[image: External link] (Jason Lee[image: External link]), who has also broken up with his girlfriend, Rene Mosier (Shannen Doherty[image: External link]), after having an argument, and Brodie suggests the two might find comfort at the local mall.

Brodie and T.S. discover Truth or Date is being filmed at the same mall, through their friend Willam (Ethan Suplee[image: External link], who throughout the movie tries to see a sailboat in a Magic Eye[image: External link] poster), and ask local slackers[image: External link] Jay and Silent Bob[image: External link] (Jason Mewes[image: External link] and Kevin Smith, respectively) to destroy the show's stage, a task for which they devise elaborate but ultimately unsuccessful plans. These actions result in the two being pursued by mall security guard LaFours (Sven-Ole Thorsen[image: External link]), but they are able to escape him. Brodie finds out Rene began a relationship with his enemy Shannon Hamilton (Ben Affleck), a clothing store manager who hates Brodie because of his "lack of a shopping agenda." Brodie confronts Rene to find out more about her relationship with Shannon, and the two have sex[image: External link] in an elevator. Brodie is later abducted and attacked by Shannon, who intends to have sex with Rene in a "very uncomfortable place", a reference to anal sex[image: External link]. As a result of this incident, Jay and Silent Bob assault the mall's Easter Bunny[image: External link], under the incorrect assumption that he attacked Brodie.

Brandi's father, Jared (Michael Rooker[image: External link]), who is aware of Brodie and T.S's presence at the mall, has the two arrested on false charges of drug possession. Jay and Silent Bob are able to rescue Brodie and T.S. and are once again able to evade LaFours. Meanwhile, Brodie and T.S. hide out at a local flea market[image: External link], where they meet fortune teller Ivannah (Priscilla Barnes[image: External link]). T.S. decides to win Brandi back and the two return to the mall.

Before the show begins, Brodie receives advice on romance from Stan Lee[image: External link], who was visiting the mall. After this, Brodie requests that his friend Tricia Jones retrieve footage of her having sex with Shannon. Meanwhile, T.S. also persuades Jay to get two of the game show contestants stoned, which allow him and Brodie to replace them on Truth or Date, joining Gil Hicks, the third contestant.

During the show, Brandi recognizes the voices of Brodie and T.S., and an on-air argument between the three ensues. Brodie tells Brandi that T.S. had spent all day trying to win her back. T.S. then proposes to Brandi, which she accepts. As the police arrive to arrest T.S. and Brodie after the show is over, Silent Bob plays a sex tape of Shannon and Tricia, resulting in his arrest for statutory rape[image: External link]. Brodie and Rene renew their relationship as a result.

The conclusion reveals that T.S. marries Brandi, Tricia's book is a bestseller, Shannon is imprisoned (and subsequently anally raped[image: External link]), Willam eventually does see the sailboat, and Brodie becomes the host of The Tonight Show[image: External link] (with Rene as his bandleader) after impressing the show's producers with his stage banter. Jay and Silent Bob are also shown with a monkey named Suzanne, which promises to be "another story" (told in Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back).
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 Cast






	
Jason Lee[image: External link] as Brodie Bruce[image: External link]


	
Jeremy London[image: External link] as T.S. Quint

	
Shannen Doherty[image: External link] as Rene Mosier

	
Claire Forlani[image: External link] as Brandi Svenning

	
Ben Affleck as Shannon Hamilton

	
Joey Lauren Adams[image: External link] as Gwen Turner

	
Renee Humphrey[image: External link] as Tricia Jones[image: External link]


	
Jason Mewes[image: External link] as Jay[image: External link]


	
Kevin Smith as Silent Bob[image: External link]


	
Ethan Suplee[image: External link] as Willam[image: External link]


	
Michael Rooker[image: External link] as Jared Svenning

	
Priscilla Barnes[image: External link] as Miss Ivannah

	
Stan Lee[image: External link] as Himself

	
Sven-Ole Thorsen[image: External link] as LaFours

	
Scott Mosier[image: External link] as Roddy

	
Walt Flanagan[image: External link] as Walt "Fanboy" Grover

	
Bryan Johnson[image: External link] as Steve-Dave Pulasti

	
Brian O'Halloran[image: External link] as Gil Hicks, Suitor #3

	
Art James[image: External link] as Bob Summers, host of Truth or Date
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 Production




After the success of the independent hit Clerks[image: External link], writer/director Kevin Smith and his best friend/producer Scott Mosier[image: External link] began to make their second film. After a screening of Clerks, producer James Jacks[image: External link] approached them to do another film for Universal Studios[image: External link]. Smith soon finished the script for this new film, and casting began.

Jeremy London[image: External link], an actor with a TV series and a few films to his credit, was cast as T.S. Shannen Doherty[image: External link] was the most famous cast member after her appearances in many films and the hit TV shows Little House on the Prairie[image: External link] and Beverly Hills, 90210[image: External link] (there is a reference to the latter when Willam mistakenly calls Rene Brenda[image: External link]). Jason Lee[image: External link] was cast with no prior acting experience; before the film he was a professional skateboarder. Lee has since appeared in most of Smith's films, and is the godfather of Smith's child, Harley Quinn Smith[image: External link]. Affleck, who was a relative unknown at the time, was cast as Shannon Hamilton. Affleck has also appeared in several of Smith's films since Mallrats. Joey Lauren Adams[image: External link] was cast as Gwen Turner. She would later date Smith, and during that time he wrote the main character in Chasing Amy for her. Ethan Suplee[image: External link] was cast as Willam Black. Mosier was supposed to reprise the role, but Smith and the film's producers were so impressed with Suplee that they cast him instead. The most troublesome role to cast was Jay, as the studio did not want Jason Mewes[image: External link] to have the role, despite the fact that he played it in Clerks and the character of Jay is based on him. Mewes had to audition for the part against actors such as Seth Green[image: External link] and Breckin Meyer[image: External link].
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 Ties to New Jersey





	
Rahway State Prison[image: External link] is mentioned at the end of the film

	Brodie wears a Henry Hudson Regional High School[image: External link] shirt at the beginning of the film. Kevin Smith and Jason Mewes attended that school in Atlantic Highlands, New Jersey[image: External link].[2][3]


	Smith wanted to shoot the film in Seaview Square Mall[image: External link] in Ocean Township, New Jersey[image: External link], but filmed it at Eden Prairie Center[image: External link] mall in Eden Prairie, Minnesota[image: External link] instead due to lower production costs.[4]


	The exterior shot showing T.S. and Brodie's arrival at the flea market was of the now-demolished Route 1 Flea Market[image: External link] in New Brunswick, New Jersey[image: External link].

	The Menlo Park Mall[image: External link], located in Edison, New Jersey[image: External link], is mentioned in the Easter Bunny beating scene. Brodie tells Jay and Silent Bob[image: External link] that the Easter Bunny assaulted him because "all I said was the Easter Bunny in the Menlo Park Mall was more convincing."
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