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            Read This First

         

         This may look like a free ebook sampler, but it’s actually a portal.

         While you may read this in just twenty minutes, each little nugget is only the visible tip of an information iceberg.

         So, if you doubt any of the facts, or would like to know more, go online to:

         
             

         

         qi.com/1342

         
             

         

         In the search box, enter the page number of the fact that interests you. Here you’ll find our main source for each fact laid out in a mirror image, as shown overleaf.
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         Click on the link (or check out the print source) to get the full explanation and all the background details.

         To our surprise, we’ve found this feature is of particular value to teachers, who can start each lesson with a QI fact related to what they have to say.

         When asked ‘Why?’, the teacher (having read the source material) can confidently say: ‘I’ll tell you exactly why …’

         But you don’t need to be a teacher to do this – you can educate yourself.

         It’s what the four of us have been doing every working day these last few years.

         We hope you’ll be as flabbergasted as we were.

         
             

         

         JOHN LLOYD, JOHN MITCHINSON,

JAMES HARKIN & ANNE MILLER

      

   


   
      
         

          

         
            The truth is

            more important

            than the facts.

            FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT

            (1867–1959)
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                  The most distant

                  object in the universe is

                  13.42 billion light years away.

               

               
                  To get to the nearest star

                  at a tenth of the speed of light

                  would take 42 years and need

                  fuel weighing as much

                  as the Sun.

               

               
                  The Sun gets

                  4 million tons lighter

                  every second.

               

               
                  Ten-trillionths of

                  your suntan comes

                  from stars in galaxies

                  beyond the Milky Way.
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                  For a billion years,

                  the only life on Earth was a kind of slime.

                  Scientists call this period

                  ‘the boring billion’.

               

               
                  Scientists alive today

                  outnumber all the scientists

                  who ever lived

                  up to 1980.

               

               
                  Scientists

                  watching paint dry

                  in Surrey and Lyon in 2016

                  said the results were

                  ‘exciting’.

               

               
                  To avoid exciting men,

                  early bicycles for women

                  had a ‘cherry screen’ to

                  hide their ankles.
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                  No one knows

                  why bicycles

                  stay upright.

               

               
                  No one knows

                  how much money

                  is in circulation.

               

               
                  Economists

                  can’t explain

                  boom or bust.

               

               
                  No one knows

                  why scientists don’t

                  have tails.
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                  The first scientifically named

                  dinosaur bone was called Scrotum humanum

                  because it looked like a giant pair

                  of human testicles.

               

               
                  The remains of

                  a dinosaur named

                  Aachenosaurus multidens

                  turned out to be lumps

                  of petrified wood.

               

               
                  Velociraptors

                  were no bigger

                  than turkeys.

               

               
                  Dinosaurs didn’t roar;

                  they mumbled

                  or cooed.
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                  Sabre-toothed tigers

                  never existed.

               

               
                  Neanderthals are

                  shown as slouching because

                  the first one to be reconstructed

                  happened to have arthritis.

               

               
                  The first Neanderthal skull

                  discovered was thought to belong

                  to a Cossack with rickets,

                  the pain of which had

                  furrowed his brow.

               

               
                  In 2015, Spanish workers

                  destroyed a 6,000-year-old Neolithic tomb,

                  mistaking it for a broken picnic table.

                  They replaced it with a ‘better’

                  picnic table.

               

               
                  5



               

               

               
                  
[image: ]
                  

               

               
                  When spun on a table,

                  a US ‘Lincoln Memorial’ one-cent coin

                  will land on tails

                  80% of the time.

               

               
                  The surface area of a cat,

                  including each hair of its fur,

                  is 100 times that of its skin

                  and is enough to cover a

                  ping-pong table.

               

               
                  Ping-pong balls

                  have been made larger to

                  make the sport better

                  for television.

               

               
                  After EastEnders,

                  so many kettles are turned on

                  that Britain has to borrow

                  power from France.
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                  In France,

                  Germany, Austria, Spain and

                  the Netherlands they serve

                  beer in McDonald’s.

               

               
                  McNuggets come

                  in four official shapes:

                  bell, bone, boot

                  and ball.

               

               
                  Slit-faced bats are the

                  only mammals in the world

                  with a T-shaped tail.

               

               
                  Batman flies

                  through the air so fast

                  that landing would

                  probably kill him.

               

               
                  7



               

               

               
                  
[image: ]
                  

               

               
                  A ‘batman’ was a unit of weight

                  in the Ottoman Empire.

                  Ben Affleck weighs

                  about nine

                  batmans.

               

               
                  In the X-Men movies,

                  the sound of Wolverine’s claws

                  shooting out was made by

                  tearing a turkey apart.

               

               
                  In the Halloween movies,

                  Jason the killer wears a

                  Captain Kirk mask,

                  sprayed white.

               

               
                  In The Empire Strikes Back,

                  the emperor had a man’s voice,

                  a woman’s face and a

                  chimpanzee’s eyes.
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                  In Raiders of the Lost Ark,

                  the sound of the boulder that

                  chased Indiana Jones was made
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