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Physical Characteristics of the Clumber Spaniel


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: Massive with a marked stop and heavy brow. The top skull is flat with a pronounced occiput.


Ears: Triangular in shape with a rounded lower edge, set low and attached to the skull at approximately eye level.


Eyes: Dark amber in color, large, soft in expression and deep set.
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Nose: Large, square and colored shades of brown.


Neck: The neck is strong and muscular, fitting into a well laid back shoulder.


Muzzle: Broad and deep.


Chest: Deep and wide.


Forequarters: Shoulder is well laid back. The forelegs are short, straight and heavy in bone, with elbows held close to the body. Pasterns are strong and only slightly sloped. The front feet are large, compact and have thick pads that act as shock absorbers.


Height: For dogs is 18 to 20 inches at the withers and for bitches is 17 to 19 inches at the withers.


Weight: Dogs weigh between 70 and 85 pounds and bitches weigh between 55 and 70 pounds.


Back: Straight, firm, long and level.


Tail: Well feathered and set on just below the line of back.


Hindquarters: The thighs are heavily muscled. The stifle shows good functional angulation, and hock to heel is short and perpendicular to the ground.


Coat: The body coat is dense, straight and flat.


Color and Markings: The Clumber is primarily a white dog with lemon color or orange color markings. The body should have as few markings as possible.


Rear feet: Not as large or as round as on the front feet but compact, with thick pads and are of substantial size.
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The Clumber Spaniel as a distinct breed has been a part of the English canine tradition since the 18th century. Early examples of dogs that looked like Clumber Spaniels have been unearthed in other countries over the years, but no actual independent or coexistent strain has been found in France or elsewhere on the Continent. Therefore fanciers are faced with an intriguing mystery when trying to trace the Clumber Spaniel’s actual origin. We do know that the name for the breed came from Clumber Park, the seat of the Duke of Newcastle in the late 18th century. As was the custom with nobles proud of their dogs, he or someone associated with the estate named the breed after his hereditary estate. Though the grand house burned down in 1938, one can still visit the grounds of Clumber Park (which is now part of the UK’s National Trust) and find the graves of some of the Clumbers who lived on the estate.


Though the duke and his Clumber Spaniels shared the property, he was probably not responsible for the breed’s evolution, or at least there is no definite evidence of that. He is shown in an early painting with dogs that are early specimens of the Clumber Spaniel, but some think that these were dogs that he had been given. Students of the breed have advanced many theories about the origin of this unique dog, but concrete evidence for any one theory is lacking. This perhaps is all for the better—no one likes this kind of good mystery better than a dog lover, and especially a Clumber fancier! And so the debate rages on—people study old pictures, pore over old books for the faintest clues and write back and forth to England and France, looking for evidence, pictures or details that everyone else has missed.
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Clumber Spaniels were bred as specialized hunters. This accomplished Clumber is Am./Can. Ch. Jetset’s Deke Slayton, showing off his exquisite nose.


Here is a list of some of the better-known theories regarding the origin of the breed, along with the reasoning behind them:


1. The Clumber is French. Some believe that the breed developed in France and that the Duc de Noailles made a gift of all of his Clumbers to his friend the Duke of Newcastle in the latter part of the 18th century. According to tradition, this was done to save this excellent hunting dog from the perils of the French Revolution. This is the theory to which people subscribed faithfully for quite some time, but it has been rethought as no concrete evidence has been discovered to prove that the breed existed in France at such an early time.
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This famous 19th-century painting, The New Keeper by C. Burton Barber, depicts the Clumber Spaniel as an avid hunter and lively companion.


2. The Clumber is English (first version). The English aristocracy has always had a great love of hunting. Good dogs were of paramount importance to the sport, and the nobles staffed large kennels on their great estates to breed animals with specialized hunting functions. Several breeds were run in hunting packs and each performed a particular job, such as pointing, flushing or retrieving. In one such kennel—perhaps that of the Duke of Newcastle—an enterprising breeder/kennel manager may have crossed an English spaniel with a Basset Hound. What he got was a superior flushing dog with certain physical characteristics such as extended length and decreased height. Though fine animals such as this were jealously guarded by their owners, it is not unlikely that various noble families exchanged dogs, the interbreeding of which resulted in the very special large white Clumber Spaniel.
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The great English artist Gainsborough painted Madame Lowndestone Norton. The small spaniel in the painting was known as a Clumber, though its resemblance to today’s breed is minimal.


An addendum to this theory is that the Clumber worked out so well in England that the dogs were given as highly prized gifts to the French aristocracy. New blood was possibly introduced into the line before they were sent back over to England during the French Revolution to reside at what is now considered to be the breed’s ancestral home. Thus we have a French contribution to this eminently English dog. This, of course, makes an especially romantic fairytale.


3. The Clumber is English (second version). In the beginning of the 20th century, the well-known hunting and dog authority James Farrow wrote a monograph on the breed (almost the only book entirely on the breed until quite recently) and theorized that the breed evolved from the larger Blenheim Spaniel. This was a solid hunting dog and also the ancestor of the present-day Cavalier King Charles Spaniel. Farrow examined all of the theories then prevalent and felt that some dogs may have been exchanged as gifts between France and England but that this was originally an English breed.


[image: images]


H. M. The King’s Sandringham Spark. H. M. King George V, like his father H. M. King Edward VII, was a great believer in the Clumber Spaniel and had a formidable working dog kennel.


4. The Clumber is Spanish. This theory purports that Clumbers were developed in Spain, gradually evolving from the heavy dog of Navarre into the hunting dog known as the Pachon, which is Spanish for “phlegmatic.” The Pachon was a calm and even-tempered hunting breed, some of which had long, silky, light-colored coats. It is known that early in the 18th century numerous hunting dogs were imported into England from Spain, but unfortunately the trail goes cold and there is no record of the Pachon being part of those shipments. Enhancing the mystery is the fact that the word “spaniel” does refer to Spain as the origin of a strain of hunting dogs known as Alpine Spaniels.


Whatever the origin, the Clumber Spaniel made its appearance in North America in 1848, first in Canada, and later in the United States. The breed was prized mainly for its hunting ability and was little known to the general public. While Clumber Spaniels were shown in England first in 1859, they were shown in the United States in the latter part of the 19th century. This was only a token representation; however, there was a large enough number of the breed in 1884 for the Clumber Spaniel to be among the first nine breeds recognized by the American Kennel Club. Twenty years later, at the Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show, there were ten dogs entered; that is a typical number of entries still today. Interest in the breed was much more active in England than in the United States during the 19th century because of the patronage of gentry and royalty including Prince Albert, who actually did hunt with the breed.
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Eng. Ch. Oakerland Repeater, owned by Miss M. F. Reed, is an early 20th-century Clumber Spaniel with a typical head but a relatively short body.


Clumbers were sporadically shown and bred here in the US for the first part of the 20th century. The scene changed in 1930 when Mr. and Mrs. S. Hallock du Pont became the most prominent fanciers of the breed. Mr. du Pont’s major interest was hunting; Clumbers were particularly well suited to his type of field work on his estate near Wilmington, Delaware. Of course, these dogs were originally bred to serve as flushing spaniels in the fields of England. There were various packs of dogs, and each hunted with a specific purpose, such as pointing the birds’ location, flushing them out or retrieving them. An unusual fact is that Mr. du Pont hunted his dogs and bitches separately.
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A British champion of the 1920s, Eng. Ch. Sir Peter. Modern dogs have a completely different profile and a longer body.
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In the early part of the 20th century, Miss Camilla Gurdon, daughter of Lady Cransworth, made a name for herself among British Clumber Spaniel fanciers.


The du Ponts’ kennel name was Squirrel Run, which was known for other breeds as well, including English Cocker Spaniels and Labrador Retrievers. Although their original foundation stock was imported from England, especially from Carnforth kennels, Squirrel Run registered approximately 250 dogs over the next 25 years. The du Ponts did have some of their Clumbers shown occasionally so that the dog world could actually see the breed. Their Ch. Squirrel Run Nibble was the first Clumber bitch ever to win a Sporting Group. The beauty of this line of Clumbers can be seen in a series of paintings by Reuben Ward Binks, who also painted many English dogs of various breeds. It is not easy to find a Squirrel Run dog in an extended pedigree today because the du Ponts did not sell their dogs or use them as outside stud dogs, therefore limiting this kennel’s impact on the breed. However, their dominance in the breed in those years is impressive for its dedication to their breeding plan, the high quality of their dogs and the dual use of the breed.
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This 1890s painting shows a 60-pound Clumber named Lapis, bred by Mr. W. Arkwright, a leading authority on gundogs during the period.


Interest in the breed was kept alive, and its health and longevity improved, by a small dedicated band of breeders and fanciers. In the 1960s this group was led by Eunice Gies, whose kennel name was Andronicus. She and her husband Milton experienced some success in the whelping box and the show ring, especially with her dog Ch. Andronicus Winchester. She was responsible for the creation of the Clumber Spaniel Club of America (CSCA) in 1972 and was its first president. This club has grown from a founding membership of 44 to a current roster of almost 500. The only founding member still active in the breed is Dr. Bryant Freeman.
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The original Clumber is shown in this magnificent painting by Francis Wheatley, Return from Shooting, in 1788. It depicts the second Duke of Newcastle with the original type of Clumber Spaniel. The painting now hangs in the Sheffield Gallery in the UK.


In the last few years there has been enough interest in the Clumber Spaniel for the establishment of two local clubs in the Midwest, Williana Clumber Spaniel Club and the Clumber Spaniel Fanciers of Michigan. Both of these clubs offer specialty shows. It is hoped that other parts of the country will gather Clumber enthusiasts together to form their own clubs, to enjoy the fellowship of common interests and to educate the public about the wonderful qualities of the breed.


From the mid-1970s until the early 1990s the major presence in the breed was Betty L. Young from California, a very influential breeder, judge and publicist for the Clumber Spaniel. “Bets,” as she was affectionately called by everyone, enjoyed huge success in the show ring, with dogs of her breeding winning the CSCA national specialty six times as well as many Groups and Bests in Show. Many judges all over the US had never seen an example of the breed until they judged Bets’s Cypress Woods dogs. Bets and her handler Jo Shellanbarger traveled extensively to shows all over the country, campaigning and winning with her dogs. Her kennel name, Cypress Woods, does appear in many current pedigrees and still has significant impact on today’s dogs. We can still look at dogs and recognize a Cypress Woods dog or one that has many ancestors of that line in his background. Bets was most successful in stamping her breeding with its own particular characteristics, which is one of the main goals of any dedicated breeder. When Bets passed away in 1990, we in the US were particularly devastated as we had lost America’s own “Mrs. Clumber.”
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A bit of Clumber history, this photo titled The Duchess is from around the time of the turn of the 20th century.
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Am./Can. Ch. Smokerise Country Gentleman, owned by Margaret Curtis.
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Yes, Clumbers can do a fine job of retrieving, too. Here’s Am./Can. Ch. Jetset’s Deke Slayton, bringing home the pheasant.


Today the distinction of being the most influential Clumber breeder falls on the capable shoulders of Douglas A. Johnson, a noted breeder and judge who, with his partner, Jeane Haverick, started Clussexx kennels in 1989. This kennel has been successful with both Clumbers and Sussex Spaniels. Douglas handled the first American Clumber to win at England’s famed Crufts Dog Show. This was in 2004 with Ch. Clussexx Overdue Bill under noted English breeder/judge Bill Ironside. Doug received the prestigious Sporting Dog Breeder of the Year award for 2005 from the American Kennel Club. Not only have dogs of his breeding won nine national specialties, but Clussexx dogs are the top winners in the breed: the Westminster Best-in-Show-winning male Ch. Clussexx Country Sunrise and the bitch Ch. Clussexx Marry Me Bill. A Clussexx dog is also the sire of the most champions: Ch. Clussexx Billy Goats Gruff, who also won the CSCA national three times. Again the stamp of Clussexx is most recognizable and widespread. It is expected that Mr. Johnson’s contribution to and love of the breed will continue far into the future.




WESTMINSTER WINNER


The first Clumber Spaniel to win the United States’ prestigious Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show won that honor in 1996: Ch. Clussexx Country Sunrise, owned by Richard and Judith Zaleski and professionally handled by Jane Alston-Myers. “Brady,” as he is known, won 13 all-breed Best in Show awards.
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A Clumber collectible from the late 1800s/early 1900s showing an illustration of the breed with the French name “Epagneul de Clumber.”


In the last 20 years there have been numerous other qualified, successful and enthusiastic Clumber breeders who have made their marks. These kennels include Sandiam, Critter, Companionway, Cameo, Wicksford, Terryville, Drumhill, Nexus, Breakaway, BlueMoon, Lothian and Woodsman. In a rarer breed such as the Clumber, many dedicated fanciers also contribute their expertise and occasionally breed a wonderful litter; our breed would not be in the healthy state it is in without the combination of breeders of greater volume and the individuals with only a few dogs.
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A Clumber Spaniel winning an Award of Merit at the CSCA national specialty. Owner, Janice Friis.
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The CSCA works hard to promote and educate the public about their favorite breed. Here are members working at the club’s information booth at a Eukanuba/AKC invitational show.


Over the last ten years Clumber fanciers have broadened their interests, emphasizing the breed’s capacity for participating in many types of activities. Historically the function of the breed was hunting, and increasing numbers of fans have been enjoying their days out in the field. Clumber Spaniels also enjoy and excel in obedience, tracking, agility and other performance events. The special bond between dogs and their masters as they work together cannot be overemphasized.
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Blazing a trail of success on his way to Westminster Best in Show, Ch. Clussexx Country Sunrise takes Best in Show in 1995 at the Savannah Kennel Club show with handler Jane Alston-Myers.
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It is often heard that one breed or another is “not for everyone.” Fortunately, with proper study, a prospective buyer can determine what type of dog is best for him and his own particular living situation. While it is true that every breed has its own individual characteristics, the buyer must know his own characteristics and needs to find what he is looking for in his new canine companion.


PERSONALITY


Clumber Spaniels are “doggy” dogs. This means that they are “in your face” dogs who do not lie in the corner all day and let the world go by. They possess some qualities that may not be desirable for every household, and it is important for you to know about these before you buy the dog. It is better for a breeder to let prospective buyers know about the “bad” or less desirable qualities first. In the Clumber, these qualities include shedding, wet mouths and drooling, back problems and dirtier paws than most dogs. The breed’s shedding can be controlled with frequent brushing, and although a Clumber can get wet and muddy and appear to have brown feet, by the time he is dry most of the dirt will have fallen off and he will not even need a bath. However, if a completely neat, hairless house with light-colored rugs or dark-colored furniture is important to you, a Clumber Spaniel is not for you.


This breed, above all, is entertaining. Hardly a moment goes by without some kind of antic, and a Clumber is very upset if his antics are not observed by someone and appreciated. Clumbers are lovable and want to express their love every chance they get by kissing you or leaning on you or even attempting to sit on your lap. You can seldom forget there is a Clumber in the room. They snore, but they sleep in such fanciful positions that you laugh when you want to tell them to wake up and stop snoring. Clumbers are people-lovers and sometimes can be overly enthusiastic about greetings, jumping up and wanting to be noticed. Although some would say that dogs cannot feel disappointment or emotions of that kind, if someone walks into a room and does not pay attention to the Clumber, that dog is upset and cannot understand why he is being ignored. It is also a breed characteristic that when they are happy, possibly on just meeting you, they curve their bodies into almost a “U” and wiggle around. Not every Clumber does this, but when you see it, it is charming and you will certainly remember it.
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Clumber Spaniels are loving, affectionate dogs. Are you ready to accept the love of a “doggy” dog?
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Clumbers make handsome and cooperative models. The breed has continued to attract artists through the ages. The rug, titled Clumbers Do It All and owned by Barbara Stebbins, is by author Ricky Blackman, a rugmaker and designer.
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Clumbers at home on their favorite spot—the couch. Many Clumbers snore, but they are so lovable that this minor shortcoming is happily overlooked.


Another characteristic of many Clumbers probably relates to their hunting background. A playful dog may exhibit his joy by picking up the nearest piece of clothing, a towel or another item and carrying it around. This can continue for quite some time; the dog does not chew or destroy his prize but simply wants his owner to appreciate his cuteness. Some will not even go outside unless they have something in their mouths.
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The typical “I am better than you” Clumber look.
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Clumber Spaniels make excellent retrieving dogs, especially for bird work. This young Clumber is growing into a top-notch hunting dog.


It is hard to adequately describe the enthusiasm that these dogs have for life and the simple pleasure they bring to their owners. A Clumber’s tail will wag every time his owner enters the room as if his owner’s presence itself were a gift to the dog. Perhaps this simply is the nature of the dog as a species, that being partners with humans is his ultimate reason for being.


Clumbers are often homebodies who tend to be somewhat lazy. They enjoy sleeping on furniture more than anything else. While they do like to cuddle up and spend time on the sofa, they can be very active and like to play ball, run in your fenced yard, take walks and run around with other dogs and children.


[image: images]


With a common love of the hunt and the Clumber, and a sense of humor, it’s the “Old Farts and Feather Fetchers” group. Back row, left to right: Pat Fraser with Neil and Herschel; Sam Catalano with Cleo; Bob Chance with Razzle; Darrell Reeves with Emma, Lollypop and Brutus. Front row, left to right: Linda Fraser with Deke and Torey; Bob Wickwire with Red; Jack Rutherford with Amity; Dick Rusch with Maddie. Five of the dogs pictured are Master Hunters.


This breed can be taught most commands, but a Clumber often will pretend not to hear ones that conflict with his activity (or inactivity) of the moment. Good training practices will work well with Clumbers, as with most breeds, but you will sometimes have to work harder at it.


Most Clumbers would not be described as athletic, but the soundness of the breed has improved greatly in the last 20 years. They can compete in obedience, track enthusiastically and perform their original purpose as hunting dogs in the field. In order to keep your dog trim and healthy, whether he is a pet or show dog, he must be exercised. Walking and playing with the Clumber are good forms of exercise that also allow the owner to spend quality time with his dog. While the Clumber is a good all-purpose dog, he is happiest with humans, as long as someone is paying attention to him!
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Clumbers certainly have a sense of humor!
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Author Ricky Blackman with her partner Don Adams and their Clumber and Saluki friends.


Clumber Spaniels were used as hunting dogs on great estates in the 18th and 19th centuries. The dogs were used with other breeds, and each breed had its purpose. The Clumber’s original function was as a flushing spaniel. His job was to get the bird into the air after another breed had pointed to the bird’s location. Still another breed would retrieve the birds after they were shot, although a Clumber can actually pick up a bird and bring it back quite well. There is a dedicated group of Clumber fanciers who still train their dogs for hunting, and it is hard to tell who enjoys it more—the dogs or the owners!


While most Clumber owners would not feel that the breed can be described as a watchdog, a Clumber will often bark to announce a stranger or a squirrel approaching the house. However, it is very likely that the same dog will welcome that same human visitor into the house with wiggles of pleasure and nudging requests to be petted. A Clumber is not a barking dog and will seldom do so without a reason. The timbre of his bark is lower than that of most dogs, not annoying or ear-piercing at all, and will seem unusual the first time you hear it. A Clumber’s bark often sounds as if he is barking with his mouth closed.


Socialization is as important for this breed as any other, and the owner should ensure that the dog meets new people and enjoys new experiences. A dog should be part of the family and take part in as many activities as possible, either at home or away. One of the best ways for a dog to meet new people is to go for walks with his owner through the center of town or other well-populated places. Usually a puppy will attract attention, and a Clumber even more so. Some Clumber puppies will urinate a little bit in their excitement, even at home. This small problem will go away as they get older.
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An exuberant and outgoing personality characterizes the smiling Clumber Spaniel.
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Clumbers are gregarious dogs that get along well with cats and other dogs if they are properly socialized.


PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS


The first impression of a Clumber is that he is heavier than you expected. The long white hair reminds most people of a short white St. Bernard. The heavy head and somewhat serious expression belie the Clumber’s outgoing and exuberant personality. This is a true spaniel with long hairy ears, a full ruff, feathers (long hair) on his front legs and above his hocks and often a flag (long hairs) on his tail. Depending on the country, the tail may be docked or undocked. In many European countries it is now unlawful to dock tails. In the United States the most current standard recognizes both answers to the tail-docking question by stating that docked and undocked tails are of equal value. The breed should have heavy bone, and because of this the dogs weigh more than they appear to. The Clumber is considered a long dog, the height to length proportion being 9 to 11. This breed differs in shape considerably from other spaniels, such as the English Springer. Specimens of this breed can be very good movers, but most have what is known as the “Clumber roll,” in which the middle of the back swings somewhat from side to side. This is a breed characteristic and should not throw the dog off his actual movement. It should also not be confused with the roll of an overweight dog. According to the breed standard, a Clumber’s particular gait is “comfortable and can be maintained at a steady trot for a day of work in the fields without exhaustion.”
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