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Death of Edgar Allan Poe






The death of Edgar Allan Poe on October 7, 1849, has remained mysterious: the circumstances leading up to it are uncertain and the cause of death is disputed. On October 3, he was found delirious on the streets of Baltimore, Maryland, "in great distress, and ... in need of immediate assistance", according to the man who found him, Joseph W. Walker.[1] He was taken to the Washington College Hospital, where he died at 5 a.m. on Sunday, October 7. He was 40 years old. Poe was never coherent enough to explain how he came to be in this condition.

Much of the extant information about the last few days of Poe's life comes from his attending physician, Dr. John Joseph Moran, though his credibility is questionable.[2] Poe was buried after a small funeral at the back of Westminster Hall and Burying Ground, but his remains were moved to a new grave with a larger monument in 1875. The newer monument also marks the burial place of Poe's wife, Virginia, and his mother-in-law, Maria. Theories as to what caused Poe's death include suicide, murder, cholera, hypoglycemia, rabies, syphilis, influenza, and that Poe was a victim of cooping. Evidence of the influence of alcohol is strongly disputed.[3]

After Poe's death, Rufus Wilmot Griswold wrote his obituary under the pseudonym "Ludwig". Griswold, who became the literary executor of Poe's estate, was actually a rival of Poe and later published his first full biography, depicting him as a depraved, drunk, drug-addled madman. Much of the evidence for this image of Poe is believed to have been forged by Griswold, and though friends of Poe denounced it,[4] this interpretation had lasting impact.



TOP
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 Chronology




On September 27, 1849, Poe left Richmond, Virginia, on his way home to New York[image: External link]. No reliable evidence exists about Poe's whereabouts until a week later on October 3, when he was found delirious on the streets of Baltimore, outside Ryan's Tavern (sometimes referred to as Gunner's Hall).[5] A printer named Joseph W. Walker sent a letter requesting help from an acquaintance of Poe, Dr. Joseph E. Snodgrass.[1] His letter reads as follows:


Dear Sir—There is a gentleman, rather the worse for wear, at Ryan's 4th ward polls, who goes under the cognomen[image: External link] of Edgar A. Poe, and who appears in great distress, & he says he is acquainted with you, and I assure you, he is in need of immediate assistance. Yours, in haste, Jos. W. Walker[6]



Snodgrass later claimed the note said that Poe was "in a state of beastly intoxication", but the original letter proves otherwise.[1]

Snodgrass's first-hand account describes Poe's appearance as "repulsive", with unkempt hair, a haggard, unwashed face and "lusterless and vacant" eyes. His clothing, Snodgrass said, which included a dirty shirt but no vest and unpolished shoes, was worn and did not fit well.[7] Dr. John Joseph Moran, who was Poe's attending physician, gives his own detailed account of Poe's appearance that day: "a stained faded, old bombazine coat, pantaloons of a similar character, a pair of worn-out shoes run down at the heels, and an old straw hat". Poe was never coherent long enough to explain how he came to be in this condition, and it is believed the clothes he was wearing were not his own,[7] not least because wearing shabby clothes was out of character for Poe.[8]

Moran cared for Poe at the for-profit Washington College Hospital on Broadway and Fayette Street.[9] He was denied any visitors and was confined in a prison-like room with barred windows in a section of the building reserved for drunk people.[10] Poe is said to have repeatedly called out the name "Reynolds" on the night before his death, though no one has ever been able to identify the person to whom he referred. One possibility is that he was recalling an encounter with Jeremiah N. Reynolds, a newspaper editor and explorer who may have inspired the novel The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym of Nantucket.[11] Another possibility is Henry R. Reynolds, one of the judges overseeing the Fourth Ward Polls at Ryan's Tavern, who may have met Poe on Election Day.[12] Poe may have instead been calling for "Herring", as the author had an uncle-in-law in Baltimore named Henry Herring. In later testimonies Moran avoided reference to Reynolds but mentioned a visit by a "Misses Herring".[13] He also claimed he attempted to cheer up Poe during one of the few times Poe was awake. When Moran told his patient that he would soon be enjoying the company of friends, Poe allegedly replied that "the best thing his friend could do would be to blow out his brains with a pistol".[14]

In Poe's distressed state, he made reference to a wife in Richmond. He may have been delusional, thinking that his wife, Virginia, was still alive, or he may have been referring to Sarah Elmira Royster, to whom he had recently proposed. He did not know what had happened to his trunk of belongings which, it transpired, had been left behind at the Swan Tavern in Richmond.[10] Moran reported that Poe's final words were "Lord, help my poor soul" before dying on October 7, 1849.[15]
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 Credibility of Moran




Because Poe did not have visitors, Moran was probably the only person to see the author in his last days. Even so, Moran's credibility has been questioned repeatedly, if not considered altogether untrustworthy.[2] Throughout the years after Poe's death, his story changed as he wrote and lectured on the topic. He claimed (in 1875 and again in 1885, for example) that he had immediately contacted Poe's aunt (and mother-in-law), Maria Clemm, to let her know about Poe's death; in fact, he wrote to her only after she had requested it on November 9, almost a full month after the event. He also claimed that Poe had said, quite poetically, as he prepared to draw his last breath: "The arched heavens encompass me, and God has his decree legibly written upon the frontlets of every created human being, and demons incarnate, their goal will be the seething waves of blank despair." The editor of the New York Herald, which published this version of Moran's story, admitted, "We cannot imagine Poe, even if delirious, constructing [such sentences]."[16] Poe biographer William Bittner attributes Moran's claim to a convention of assigning pious last words to console mourners.[17]

Moran's accounts even altered dates. At different points, he claimed Poe was brought to the hospital on October 3 at 5 p.m., on October 6 at 9 a.m., or on October 7 (the day he died) at "10 o'clock in the afternoon". For each published account, he claimed to have the hospital records as reference.[18] A search for hospital records a century later, specifically an official death certificate, found nothing.[19] Some critics claim Moran's inconsistencies and errors were due only to a lapse of memory, an innocent desire to romanticize, or even to senility. At the time he wrote and published his last account in 1885, Moran was 65.[18]
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 Cause of death




All medical records and documents, including Poe's death certificate, have been lost, if they ever existed.[19] The precise cause of Poe's death is disputed, but many theories exist. Many biographers have addressed the issue and reached different conclusions, ranging from Jeffrey Meyers' assertion that it was hypoglycemia to John Evangelist Walsh's conspiratorial murder plot theory.[20] It has also been suggested that Poe's death might have resulted from suicide related to depression. In 1848, he nearly died from an overdose of laudanum, readily available as a tranquilizer and pain killer. Though it is unclear if this was a true suicide attempt or just a miscalculation on Poe's part, it did not lead to Poe's death a year later.[21]

Snodgrass was convinced that Poe died from alcoholism and did a great deal to popularize this idea. He was a supporter of the temperance movement and found Poe a useful example in his temperance work. However, Snodgrass's writings on the topic have been proven untrustworthy.[2] Moran contradicted Snodgrass by stating in his own 1885 account that Poe did not die under the effect of any intoxicant. Moran claimed that Poe "had not the slightest odor of liquor upon his breath or person".[2] Even so, some newspapers at the time reported Poe's death as "congestion of the brain" or "cerebral inflammation", euphemisms for deaths from disgraceful causes such as alcoholism.[22] In a study of Poe, a psychologist suggested that Poe had dipsomania.[23]

Poe's characterization as an uncontrollable alcoholic is disputed.[3] His drinking companion for a time, Thomas Mayne Reid, admitted that the two engaged in wild "frolics" but that Poe "never went beyond the innocent mirth in which we all indulge... While acknowledging this as one of Poe's failings, I can speak truly of its not being habitual".[24] Some believe Poe had a severe susceptibility to alcohol and became drunk after one glass of wine.[25] He only drank during difficult periods of his life and sometimes went several months at a time without alcohol.[3] Adding further confusion about the frequency of Poe's use of alcohol was his membership in the Sons of Temperance at the time of his death.[26][27] William Glenn, who administered Poe's pledge, wrote years later that the temperance community had no reason to believe Poe had violated his pledge while in Richmond.[28] Suggestions of a drug overdose have also been proven to be untrue, though it is still often reported. Thomas Dunn English, an admitted enemy of Poe and a trained doctor, insisted that Poe was not a drug user.[29] He wrote: "Had Poe the opium habit when I knew him (before 1846) I should both as a physician and a man of observation, have discovered it during his frequent visits to my rooms, my visits at his house, and our meetings elsewhere – I saw no signs of it and believe the charge to be a baseless slander."[30]

Numerous other causes of death have been proposed over the years, including several forms of rare brain disease or a brain tumor, diabetes, various types of enzyme deficiency, syphilis,[31] apoplexy, delirium tremens, epilepsy and meningeal inflammation.[32] A doctor named John W. Francis examined Poe in May 1848 and believed Poe had heart disease, which Poe later denied.[33] A 2006 test of a sample of Poe's hair provides evidence against the possibility of lead poisoning, mercury poisoning, and similar toxic heavy-metal exposures.[34] Cholera has also been suggested.[35] Poe had passed through Philadelphia in early 1849 during a cholera epidemic. He got sick during his time in the city and wrote a letter to his aunt, Maria Clemm, saying that he may "have had the cholera, or spasms quite as bad".[36]

Because Poe was found on the day of an election, it was suggested as early as 1872[37] that he was the victim of cooping.[38] This was a ballot-box-stuffing scam in which victims were shanghaied, drugged, and used as a pawn to vote for a political party at multiple locations.[31] Cooping had become the standard explanation for Poe's death in most of his biographies for several decades,[39] though his status in Baltimore may have made him too recognizable for this scam to have worked.[40] More recently, analysis suggesting that Poe's death resulted from rabies has been presented.[41]
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 Funeral




Poe's funeral was a simple one, held at 4 p.m. on Monday, October 8, 1849.[32] Few people attended the ceremony. Poe's uncle, Henry Herring, provided a simple mahogany coffin, and a cousin, Neilson Poe, supplied the hearse.[42] Moran's wife made his shroud.[43] The funeral was presided over by the Reverend W. T. D. Clemm, cousin of Poe's wife, Virginia. Also in attendance were Dr. Snodgrass, Baltimore lawyer and former University of Virginia classmate Zaccheus Collins Lee, Poe's first cousin Elizabeth Herring and her husband, and former schoolmaster Joseph Clarke. The entire ceremony lasted only three minutes in the cold, damp weather.[42] Reverend Clemm decided not to bother with a sermon because the crowd was too small.[44] Sexton George W. Spence wrote of the weather: "It was a dark and gloomy day, not raining but just kind of raw and threatening."[45] Poe was buried in a cheap coffin that lacked handles, a nameplate, cloth lining, or a cushion for his head.[32]

On October 10, 2009, Poe received a second funeral in Baltimore. Actors portrayed Poe's contemporaries and other long-dead writers and artists. Each paid their respects and read eulogies adapted from their writings about Poe. The funeral included a replica of Poe's casket and wax cadaver. [46]
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 Burial and reburial




Poe is buried on the grounds of Westminster Hall and Burying Ground, now part of the University of Maryland School of Law in Baltimore. Even after his death, he created controversy and mystery.

Poe was originally buried without a headstone towards the rear corner of the churchyard near his grandfather, David Poe, Sr.[47] A headstone of white Italian marble, paid for by Poe's cousin Neilson Poe, was destroyed before it reached the grave when a train derailed and plowed through the monument yard where it was being kept.[32] Instead, it was marked with a sand-stone block that read "No. 80".[48] In 1873, Southern poet Paul Hamilton Hayne visited Poe's grave and published a newspaper article describing its poor condition and suggesting a more appropriate monument. Sara Sigourney Rice, a teacher in Baltimore's public schools, took advantage of renewed interest in Poe's grave site and personally solicited for funds. She even had some of her elocution students give public performances to raise money. Many in Baltimore and throughout the United States contributed; the final $650 came from Philadelphia publisher and philanthropist[image: External link] George William Childs. The new monument was designed by architect George A. Frederick and built by Colonel Hugh Sisson, and included a medallion of Poe by artist Adalbert Volck. All three men were from Baltimore. The total cost of the monument, with the medallion, amounted to slightly more than $1,500.[49] ($31,600 in 2014 dollars)

Poe was reburied on October 1, 1875, at a new location close to the front of the church. A celebration was held at the dedication of the new tomb on November 17.[50] His original burial spot was marked with a large stone donated by Orin C. Painter, though it was originally placed in the wrong spot.[51] Attendees included Neilson Poe, who gave a speech and called his cousin "one of the best hearted men that ever lived", as well as Nathan C. Brooks, John Snodgrass, and John Hill Hewitt.[52] Though several leading poets were invited to the ceremony, Walt Whitman was the only one to attend.[53] Alfred Tennyson contributed a poem which was read at the ceremony:


Fate that once denied him,

And envy that once decried him,

And malice that belied him,

Now cenotaph his fame.[54]



Probably unknown to the reburial crew, the headstones on all the graves, previously facing to the east, had been turned to face the West Gate in 1864.[50] The crew digging up Poe's remains had difficulty finding the right body: they first exhumed a 19-year-old Maryland militiaman, Philip Mosher, Jr.[50] When they correctly located Poe, they opened his coffin and one witness noted: "The skull was in excellent condition—the shape of the forehead, one of Poe's striking features, was easily discerned."[54]

A few years later, the remains of Poe's wife, Virginia, were moved to this spot as well. In 1875, the cemetery in which she lay was destroyed, and she had no kin to claim her remains. William Gill, an early Poe biographer, gathered her bones and stored them in a box he hid under his bed.[55] Virginia's remains were finally buried with her husband's on January 19, 1885, the 76th anniversary of her husband's birth and nearly 10 years after his present monument was erected. George W. Spence, the man who served as sexton during Poe's original burial as well as his exhumation and reburial, attended the rites that brought his body to rest with Virginia and Virginia's mother, Maria Clemm.[56]
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 Posthumous character assassination




On October 9, the day of Poe's burial, an obituary appeared in the "New York Tribune". Signed only "Ludwig", the obituary floridly alternated between praising the dead author's abilities and eloquence and damning his temperament and ambition. "Ludwig" said that "literary art lost one of its most brilliant, but erratic stars" but also claimed Poe was known for walking the streets in delirium, muttering to himself and claimed Poe was excessively arrogant, that he assumed all men were villains, and that he was quick to anger. "Ludwig" was later revealed to be Rufus Wilmot Griswold, a former colleague and acquaintance of Poe. Even while Poe was still alive, Griswold had engaged in character assassination.[57][58] Much of his characterization in the obituary was lifted almost verbatim from that of the fictitious Francis Vivian in The Caxtons by Edward Bulwer-Lytton.[59] The Ludwig obituary quickly became the standard characterization of Poe.[60]

Griswold also claimed that Poe had asked him to be his literary executor. Griswold had served as an agent for several American authors, but it is unclear whether Poe appointed him to be the executor or whether Griswold became executor through a trick or a mistake by Poe's aunt and mother-in-law, Maria.[61] In 1850 he presented, in collaboration with James Russell Lowell and Nathaniel Parker Willis, a collection of Poe's work that included a biographical article titled "Memoir of the Author", in which Poe was depicted as a depraved, drunk, drug-addled madman. Many parts of it were believed to have been fabricated by Griswold, and it was denounced by those who had known Poe, including Sarah Helen Whitman, Charles Frederick Briggs, and George Rex Graham.[4] This account became popularly accepted, in part because it was the only full biography available and was widely reprinted. It also remained popular because many readers assumed that Poe was similar to his fictional characters[62] or were thrilled at the thought of reading the works of an "evil" man.[55]

A more accurate biography of Poe did not appear until John Henry Ingram's of 1875. Even so, historians continued to use Griswold's depiction as a model for their own biographies of Poe, including W. H. Davenport in 1880, Thomas R. Slicer in 1909, and Augustus Hopkins Strong in 1916. Many used Poe as a cautionary tale against alcohol and drugs.[63] In 1941, Arthur Hobson Quinn presented evidence that Griswold had forged and re-written a number of Poe's letters that were included in his "Memoir of the Author".[64] By then, Griswold's depiction of Poe was entrenched in the mind of the public, not only in America but around the world, and this distorted image of Poe has become part of the Poe legend despite attempts to dispel it.[65][66]
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Poe Toaster, a mysterious figure who visited Poe's grave every year
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Edgar Allan Poe






"Poe" redirects here. For other uses, see Poe (disambiguation)[image: External link].

This article is about the American writer. For a relative, see Edgar Allan Poe (Maryland attorney general)[image: External link]. For other uses, see Edgar Allan Poe (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Edgar Allan Poe (/poU /[image: External link]; born Edgar Poe; January 19, 1809 – October 7, 1849) was an American writer, editor, and literary critic[image: External link]. Poe is best known for his poetry and short stories, particularly his tales of mystery[image: External link] and the macabre[image: External link]. He is widely regarded as a central figure of Romanticism[image: External link] in the United States and American literature as a whole, and he was one of the country's earliest practitioners of the short story. Poe is generally considered the inventor of the detective fiction[image: External link] genre and is further credited with contributing to the emerging genre of science fiction[image: External link].[1] He was the first well-known American writer to try to earn a living through writing alone, resulting in a financially difficult life and career.[2]

Poe was born in Boston[image: External link], the second child of two actors. His father abandoned the family in 1810, and his mother died the following year. Thus orphaned, the child was taken in by John and Frances Allan of Richmond, Virginia. They never formally adopted him, but Poe was with them well into young adulthood. Tension developed later as John Allan and Edgar repeatedly clashed over debts, including those incurred by gambling, and the cost of secondary education for the young man. Poe attended the University of Virginia for one semester but left due to lack of money. Poe quarreled with Allan over the funds for his education and enlisted in the Army in 1827 under an assumed name. It was at this time that his publishing career began, albeit humbly, with the anonymous collection of poems Tamerlane and Other Poems (1827), credited only to "a Bostonian". With the death of Frances Allan in 1829, Poe and Allan reached a temporary rapprochement. However, Poe later failed as an officer cadet at West Point[image: External link], declaring a firm wish to be a poet and writer, and he ultimately parted ways with John Allan.

Poe switched his focus to prose and spent the next several years working for literary journals and periodicals, becoming known for his own style of literary criticism. His work forced him to move among several cities, including Baltimore, Philadelphia[image: External link], and New York City[image: External link]. In Richmond in 1836, he married Virginia Clemm, his 13-year-old cousin. In January 1845, Poe published his poem "The Raven" to instant success. His wife died of tuberculosis[image: External link] two years after its publication. For years, he had been planning to produce his own journal The Penn (later renamed The Stylus), though he died before it could be produced. Poe died in Baltimore on October 7, 1849, at age 40; the cause of his death is unknown and has been variously attributed to alcohol, brain congestion, cholera, drugs, heart disease, rabies, suicide, tuberculosis, and other agents.[3]

Poe and his works influenced literature in the United States and around the world, as well as in specialized fields such as cosmology[image: External link] and cryptography[image: External link]. Poe and his work appear throughout popular culture in literature, music, films, and television. A number of his homes are dedicated museums today. The Mystery Writers of America[image: External link] present an annual award known as the Edgar Award for distinguished work in the mystery genre.
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He was born Edgar Poe in Boston[image: External link] on January 19, 1809, the second child of English-born actress Elizabeth Arnold Hopkins Poe and actor David Poe, Jr.[image: External link]. He had an elder brother William Henry Leonard Poe, and a younger sister Rosalie Poe.[5] Their grandfather David Poe Sr. had emigrated from Cavan[image: External link], Ireland to America around the year 1750.[6] Edgar may have been named after a character in William Shakespeare[image: External link]'s King Lear[image: External link], a play that the couple were performing in 1809.[7] His father abandoned their family in 1810,[8] and his mother died a year later from consumption (pulmonary tuberculosis[image: External link]). Poe was then taken into the home of John Allan, a successful Scottish merchant in Richmond, Virginia who dealt in a variety of goods, including tobacco, cloth, wheat, tombstones, and slaves[image: External link].[9] The Allans served as a foster family and gave him the name "Edgar Allan Poe",[10] though they never formally adopted him.[11]

The Allan family had Poe baptized in the Episcopal Church[image: External link] in 1812. John Allan alternately spoiled and aggressively disciplined his foster son.[10] The family sailed to Britain in 1815, and Poe attended the grammar school for a short period in Irvine[image: External link], Scotland (where John Allan was born) before rejoining the family in London in 1816. There he studied at a boarding school in Chelsea[image: External link] until summer 1817. He was subsequently entered at the Reverend John Bransby's Manor House School at Stoke Newington[image: External link], then a suburb 4 miles (6.4 km) north of London.[12]

Poe moved with the Allans back to Richmond, Virginia in 1820. In 1824, Poe served as the lieutenant of the Richmond youth honor guard as Richmond celebrated the visit of the Marquis de Lafayette[image: External link].[13] In March 1825, John Allan's uncle and business benefactor William Galt, said to be one of the wealthiest men in Richmond, died,[14] leaving Allan several acres of real estate. The inheritance was estimated at $750,000. By summer 1825, Allan celebrated his expansive wealth by purchasing a two-story brick home named Moldavia.[15]

Poe may have become engaged to Sarah Elmira Royster before he registered at the one-year-old University of Virginia in February 1826 to study ancient and modern languages.[16][17] The university, in its infancy, was established on the ideals of its founder Thomas Jefferson[image: External link]. It had strict rules against gambling, horses, guns, tobacco, and alcohol, but these rules were generally ignored. Jefferson had enacted a system of student self-government, allowing students to choose their own studies, make their own arrangements for boarding, and report all wrongdoing to the faculty. The unique system was still in chaos, and there was a high dropout rate.[18] During his time there, Poe lost touch with Royster and also became estranged from his foster father over gambling debts. Poe claimed that Allan had not given him sufficient money to register for classes, purchase texts, and procure and furnish a dormitory. Allan did send additional money and clothes, but Poe's debts increased.[19] Poe gave up on the university after a year, not feeling welcome in Richmond, especially when he learned that his sweetheart Royster had married Alexander Shelton. He traveled to Boston in April 1827, sustaining himself with odd jobs as a clerk and newspaper writer.[20] At some point, he started using the pseudonym Henri Le Rennet.[21]
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Poe was unable to support himself, so he enlisted in the United States Army[image: External link] as a private on May 27, 1827, using the name "Edgar A. Perry". He claimed that he was 22 years old even though he was 18.[22] He first served at Fort Independence[image: External link] in Boston Harbor[image: External link] for five dollars a month.[20] That same year, he released his first book, a 40-page collection of poetry entitled Tamerlane and Other Poems, attributed with the byline "by a Bostonian". Only 50 copies were printed, and the book received virtually no attention.[23] Poe's regiment was posted to Fort Moultrie[image: External link] in Charleston, South Carolina[image: External link] and traveled by ship on the brig Waltham on November 8, 1827. Poe was promoted to "artificer", an enlisted tradesman who prepared shells for artillery[image: External link], and had his monthly pay doubled.[24] He served for two years and attained the rank of Sergeant Major for Artillery (the highest rank that a noncommissioned officer could achieve); he then sought to end his five-year enlistment early. He revealed his real name and his circumstances to his commanding officer, Lieutenant Howard. Howard would only allow Poe to be discharged[image: External link] if he reconciled with John Allan and wrote a letter to Allan, who was unsympathetic. Several months passed and pleas to Allan were ignored; Allan may not have written to Poe even to make him aware of his foster mother's illness. Frances Allan died on February 28, 1829, and Poe visited the day after her burial. Perhaps softened by his wife's death, John Allan agreed to support Poe's attempt to be discharged in order to receive an appointment to the United States Military Academy[image: External link] at West Point.[25]

Poe finally was discharged on April 15, 1829, after securing a replacement to finish his enlisted term for him.[26] Before entering West Point, Poe moved back to Baltimore for a time to stay with his widowed aunt Maria Clemm, her daughter Virginia Eliza Clemm (Poe's first cousin), his brother Henry, and his invalid grandmother Elizabeth Cairnes Poe.[27] Meanwhile, Poe published his second book Al Aaraaf, Tamerlane and Minor Poems in Baltimore in 1829.[28]

Poe traveled to West Point and matriculated as a cadet on July 1, 1830.[29] In October 1830, John Allan married his second wife Louisa Patterson.[30] The marriage and bitter quarrels with Poe over the children born to Allan out of affairs led to the foster father finally disowning Poe.[31] Poe decided to leave West Point by purposely getting court-martialed[image: External link]. On February 8, 1831, he was tried for gross neglect of duty and disobedience of orders for refusing to attend formations, classes, or church. Poe tactically pleaded not guilty to induce dismissal, knowing that he would be found guilty.[32]

He left for New York in February 1831 and released a third volume of poems, simply titled Poems. The book was financed with help from his fellow cadets at West Point, many of whom donated 75 cents to the cause, raising a total of $170. They may have been expecting verses similar to the satirical ones that Poe had been writing about commanding officers.[33] It was printed by Elam Bliss of New York, labeled as "Second Edition," and including a page saying, "To the U.S. Corps of Cadets this volume is respectfully dedicated". The book once again reprinted the long poems "Tamerlane" and "Al Aaraaf" but also six previously unpublished poems, including early versions of "To Helen", " Israfel[image: External link]", and "The City in the Sea".[34] He returned to Baltimore to his aunt, brother, and cousin in March 1831. His elder brother Henry had been in ill health, in part due to problems with alcoholism, and he died on August 1, 1831.[35]
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After his brother's death, Poe began more earnest attempts to start his career as a writer. He chose a difficult time in American publishing to do so.[36] He was the first well-known American to try to live by writing alone[2][37] and was hampered by the lack of an international[image: External link] copyright[image: External link] law.[38] Publishers often produced unauthorized copies of British works rather than paying for new work by Americans.[37] The industry was also particularly hurt by the Panic of 1837[image: External link].[39] There was a booming growth in American periodicals around this time period, fueled in part by new technology, but many did not last beyond a few issues[40] and publishers often refused to pay their writers, or paid them much later than they promised.[41] Throughout his attempts to live as a writer, Poe repeatedly had to resort to humiliating pleas for money and other assistance.[42]

After his early attempts at poetry, Poe had turned his attention to prose. He placed a few stories with a Philadelphia[image: External link] publication and began work on his only drama Politian. The Baltimore Saturday Visiter[image: External link] awarded Poe a prize in October 1833 for his short story "MS. Found in a Bottle".[43] The story brought him to the attention of John P. Kennedy[image: External link], a Baltimorean of considerable means. He helped Poe place some of his stories, and introduced him to Thomas W. White, editor of the Southern Literary Messenger[image: External link] in Richmond. Poe became assistant editor of the periodical in August 1835,[44] but was discharged within a few weeks for having been caught drunk by his boss.[45] Returning to Baltimore, Poe obtained a license to marry his cousin Virginia on September 22, 1835, though it is unknown if they were married at that time.[46] He was 26 and she was 13.

He was reinstated by White after promising good behavior, and went back to Richmond with Virginia and her mother. He remained at the Messenger until January 1837. During this period, Poe claimed that its circulation increased from 700 to 3,500.[5] He published several poems, book reviews, critiques, and stories in the paper. On May 16, 1836, he and Virginia Clemm held a Presbyterian wedding ceremony at their Richmond boarding house, with a witness falsely attesting Clemm's age as 21.[46][47]

The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym of Nantucket was published and widely reviewed in 1838.[48] In the summer of 1839, Poe became assistant editor of Burton's Gentleman's Magazine[image: External link]. He published numerous articles, stories, and reviews, enhancing his reputation as a trenchant critic which he had established at the Southern Literary Messenger. Also in 1839, the collection Tales of the Grotesque and Arabesque was published in two volumes, though he made little money from it and it received mixed reviews.[49] Poe left Burton's after about a year and found a position as assistant at Graham's Magazine[image: External link].[50]

In June 1840, Poe published a prospectus announcing his intentions to start his own journal called The Stylus.[51] Originally, Poe intended to call the journal The Penn, as it would have been based in Philadelphia. In the June 6, 1840 issue of Philadelphia's Saturday Evening Post[image: External link], Poe bought advertising space for his prospectus: "Prospectus of the Penn Magazine, a Monthly Literary journal to be edited and published in the city of Philadelphia by Edgar A. Poe."[52] The journal was never produced before Poe's death.

Around this time, he attempted to secure a position with the Tyler[image: External link] administration, claiming that he was a member of the Whig Party[image: External link].[53] He hoped to be appointed to the Custom House[image: External link] in Philadelphia with help from President Tyler's son Robert,[54] an acquaintance of Poe's friend Frederick Thomas.[55] Poe failed to show up for a meeting with Thomas to discuss the appointment in mid-September 1842, claiming to have been sick, though Thomas believed that he had been drunk.[56] Though he was promised an appointment, all positions were filled by others.[57]

One evening in January 1842, Virginia showed the first signs of consumption, now known as tuberculosis[image: External link], while singing and playing the piano. Poe described it as breaking a blood vessel in her throat.[58] She only partially recovered. Poe began to drink more heavily under the stress of Virginia's illness. He left Graham's and attempted to find a new position, for a time angling for a government post. He returned to New York where he worked briefly at the Evening Mirror before becoming editor of the Broadway Journal[image: External link] and, later, sole owner.[59] There he alienated himself from other writers by publicly accusing Henry Wadsworth Longfellow[image: External link] of plagiarism[image: External link], though Longfellow never responded.[60] On January 29, 1845, his poem "The Raven" appeared in the Evening Mirror and became a popular sensation. It made Poe a household name almost instantly,[61] though he was paid only $9 for its publication.[62] It was concurrently published in The American Review: A Whig Journal[image: External link] under the pseudonym "Quarles".[63]

The Broadway Journal failed in 1846.[59] Poe moved to a cottage in Fordham[image: External link], New York[image: External link], in what is now the Bronx[image: External link]. That home is known today as the "Poe Cottage" on the southeast corner of the Grand Concourse[image: External link] and Kingsbridge Road, where he befriended the Jesuits[image: External link] at St. John's College nearby (now Fordham University[image: External link]).[64] Virginia died there on January 30, 1847.[65] Biographers and critics often suggest that Poe's frequent theme of the "death of a beautiful woman" stems from the repeated loss of women throughout his life, including his wife.[66]

Poe was increasingly unstable after his wife's death. He attempted to court poet Sarah Helen Whitman who lived in Providence, Rhode Island[image: External link]. Their engagement failed, purportedly because of Poe's drinking and erratic behavior. There is also strong evidence that Whitman's mother intervened and did much to derail their relationship.[67] Poe then returned to Richmond and resumed a relationship with his childhood sweetheart Sarah Elmira Royster.[68]
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Main article: Death of Edgar Allan Poe


On October 3, 1849, Poe was found delirious on the streets of Baltimore, "in great distress, and... in need of immediate assistance", according to Joseph W. Walker who found him.[69] He was taken to the Washington Medical College where he died on Sunday, October 7, 1849 at 5:00 in the morning.[70] Poe was never coherent long enough to explain how he came to be in his dire condition and, oddly, was wearing clothes that were not his own. He is said to have repeatedly called out the name "Reynolds" on the night before his death, though it is unclear to whom he was referring. Some sources say that Poe's final words were "Lord help my poor soul".[70] All medical records have been lost, including his death certificate.[71]

Newspapers at the time reported Poe's death as "congestion of the brain" or "cerebral inflammation", common euphemisms for deaths from disreputable causes such as alcoholism.[72] The actual cause of death remains a mystery.[73] Speculation has included delirium tremens, heart disease, epilepsy, syphilis, meningeal inflammation,[3] cholera,[74] and rabies.[75] One theory dating from 1872 suggests that cooping was the cause of Poe's death, a form of electoral fraud in which citizens were forced to vote for a particular candidate, sometimes leading to violence and even murder.[76]
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The day that Edgar Allan Poe was buried, a long obituary appeared in the New York Tribune signed "Ludwig". It was soon published throughout the country. The piece began, "Edgar Allan Poe is dead. He died in Baltimore the day before yesterday. This announcement will startle many, but few will be grieved by it."[77] "Ludwig" was soon identified as Rufus Wilmot Griswold, an editor, critic, and anthologist[image: External link] who had borne a grudge against Poe since 1842. Griswold somehow became Poe's literary executor and attempted to destroy his enemy's reputation after his death.[78]

Rufus Griswold wrote a biographical article of Poe called "Memoir of the Author", which he included in an 1850 volume of the collected works. Griswold depicted Poe as a depraved, drunken, drug-addled madman and included Poe's letters as evidence.[78] Many of his claims were either lies or distorted half-truths. For example, it is now known that Poe was not a drug addict.[79] Griswold's book was denounced by those who knew Poe well,[80] but it became a popularly accepted one. This occurred in part because it was the only full biography available and was widely reprinted, and in part because readers thrilled at the thought of reading works by an "evil" man.[81] Letters that Griswold presented as proof of this depiction of Poe were later revealed as forgeries[image: External link].[82]
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Poe's best known fiction works are Gothic[image: External link],[83] a genre that he followed to appease the public taste.[84] His most recurring themes deal with questions of death, including its physical signs, the effects of decomposition, concerns of premature burial[image: External link], the reanimation of the dead, and mourning[image: External link].[85] Many of his works are generally considered part of the dark romanticism genre, a literary reaction to transcendentalism[image: External link][86] which Poe strongly disliked.[87] He referred to followers of the transcendental movement as "Frog-Pondians", after the pond on Boston Common[image: External link],[88][89] and ridiculed their writings as " metaphor[image: External link]—run mad,"[90] lapsing into "obscurity for obscurity's sake" or "mysticism for mysticism's sake".[87] Poe once wrote in a letter to Thomas Holley Chivers[image: External link] that he did not dislike Transcendentalists, "only the pretenders and sophists[image: External link] among them".[91]

Beyond horror, Poe also wrote satires, humor tales, and hoaxes[image: External link]. For comic effect, he used irony and ludicrous extravagance, often in an attempt to liberate the reader from cultural conformity.[84] "Metzengerstein" is the first story that Poe is known to have published[92] and his first foray into horror, but it was originally intended as a burlesque[image: External link] satirizing the popular genre.[93] Poe also reinvented science fiction, responding in his writing to emerging technologies such as hot air balloons[image: External link] in "The Balloon-Hoax".[94]

Poe wrote much of his work using themes aimed specifically at mass-market tastes.[95] To that end, his fiction often included elements of popular pseudosciences[image: External link], such as phrenology[image: External link][96] and physiognomy[image: External link].[97]
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Poe's writing reflects his literary theories, which he presented in his criticism and also in essays such as "The Poetic Principle".[98] He disliked didacticism[image: External link][99] and allegory[image: External link],[100] though he believed that meaning in literature should be an undercurrent just beneath the surface. Works with obvious meanings, he wrote, cease to be art.[101] He believed that work of quality should be brief and focus on a specific single effect.[98] To that end, he believed that the writer should carefully calculate every sentiment and idea.[102]

Poe describes his method in writing "The Raven" in the essay "The Philosophy of Composition", and he claims to have strictly followed this method. It has been questioned whether he really followed this system, however. T. S. Eliot[image: External link] said: "It is difficult for us to read that essay without reflecting that if Poe plotted out his poem with such calculation, he might have taken a little more pains over it: the result hardly does credit to the method."[103] Biographer Joseph Wood Krutch described the essay as "a rather highly ingenious exercise in the art of rationalization".[104]
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During his lifetime, Poe was mostly recognized as a literary critic. Fellow critic James Russell Lowell called him "the most discriminating, philosophical, and fearless critic upon imaginative works who has written in America", suggesting—rhetorically—that he occasionally used prussic acid[image: External link] instead of ink.[105] Poe's caustic reviews earned him the reputation of being a "tomahawk man".[106] A favorite target of Poe's criticism was Boston's acclaimed poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow[image: External link], who was often defended by his literary friends in what was later called "The Longfellow War". Poe accused Longfellow of "the heresy of the didactic", writing poetry that was preachy, derivative, and thematically plagiarized.[107] Poe correctly predicted that Longfellow's reputation and style of poetry would decline, concluding, "We grant him high qualities, but deny him the Future".[108]

Poe was also known as a writer of fiction and became one of the first American authors of the 19th century to become more popular in Europe than in the United States.[109] Poe is particularly respected in France, in part due to early translations by Charles Baudelaire[image: External link]. Baudelaire's translations became definitive renditions of Poe's work throughout Europe.[110]

Poe's early detective fiction[image: External link] tales featuring C. Auguste Dupin[image: External link] laid the groundwork for future detectives in literature. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle[image: External link] said, "Each [of Poe's detective stories] is a root from which a whole literature has developed.... Where was the detective story until Poe breathed the breath of life into it?"[111] The Mystery Writers of America[image: External link] have named their awards for excellence in the genre the "Edgars".[112] Poe's work also influenced science fiction, notably Jules Verne[image: External link], who wrote a sequel to Poe's novel The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym of Nantucket called An Antarctic Mystery[image: External link], also known as The Sphinx of the Ice Fields.[113] Science fiction author H. G. Wells[image: External link] noted, "Pym tells what a very intelligent mind could imagine about the south polar region a century ago."[114] In 2013, The Guardian[image: External link] cited The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym of Nantucket as one of the greatest novels ever written in the English language, and noted its influence on later authors such as Henry James[image: External link], Arthur Conan Doyle[image: External link], B. Traven[image: External link], and David Morrell[image: External link].[115]

Like many famous artists, Poe's works have spawned imitators.[116] One trend among imitators of Poe has been claims by clairvoyants[image: External link] or psychics[image: External link] to be "channeling" poems from Poe's spirit. One of the most notable of these was Lizzie Doten, who published Poems from the Inner Life in 1863, in which she claimed to have "received" new compositions by Poe's spirit. The compositions were re-workings of famous Poe poems such as "The Bells", but which reflected a new, positive outlook.[117]

Even so, Poe has received not only praise, but criticism as well. This is partly because of the negative perception of his personal character and its influence upon his reputation.[109] William Butler Yeats[image: External link] was occasionally critical of Poe and once called him "vulgar".[118] Transcendentalist[image: External link] Ralph Waldo Emerson[image: External link] reacted to "The Raven" by saying, "I see nothing in it",[119] and derisively referred to Poe as "the jingle man".[120] Aldous Huxley[image: External link] wrote that Poe's writing "falls into vulgarity" by being "too poetical"—the equivalent of wearing a diamond ring on every finger.[121]

It is believed that only 12 copies have survived of Poe's first book Tamerlane and Other Poems. In December 2009, one copy sold at Christie's[image: External link], New York for $662,500, a record price paid for a work of American literature.[122]
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 Physics and cosmology




Eureka: A Prose Poem, an essay written in 1848, included a cosmological theory that presaged the Big Bang[image: External link] theory by 80 years,[123][124] as well as the first plausible solution to Olbers' paradox[image: External link].[125][126] Poe eschewed the scientific method in Eureka and instead wrote from pure intuition[image: External link].[127] For this reason, he considered it a work of art, not science,[127] but insisted that it was still true[128] and considered it to be his career masterpiece.[129] Even so, Eureka is full of scientific errors. In particular, Poe's suggestions ignored Newtonian principles[image: External link] regarding the density and rotation of planets.[130]
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 Cryptography




Poe had a keen interest in cryptography[image: External link]. He had placed a notice of his abilities in the Philadelphia paper Alexander's Weekly (Express) Messenger, inviting submissions of ciphers[image: External link] which he proceeded to solve.[131] In July 1841, Poe had published an essay called "A Few Words on Secret Writing" in Graham's Magazine[image: External link]. Capitalizing on public interest in the topic, he wrote "The Gold-Bug" incorporating ciphers as an essential part of the story.[132] Poe's success with cryptography relied not so much on his deep knowledge of that field (his method was limited to the simple substitution cryptogram[image: External link]) as on his knowledge of the magazine and newspaper culture. His keen analytical abilities, which were so evident in his detective stories, allowed him to see that the general public was largely ignorant of the methods by which a simple substitution cryptogram can be solved, and he used this to his advantage.[131] The sensation that Poe created with his cryptography stunts played a major role in popularizing cryptograms in newspapers and magazines.[133]

Poe had an influence on cryptography beyond increasing public interest during his lifetime. William Friedman[image: External link], America's foremost cryptologist, was heavily influenced by Poe.[134] Friedman's initial interest in cryptography came from reading "The Gold-Bug" as a child, an interest that he later put to use in deciphering Japan's PURPLE[image: External link] code during World War II[image: External link].[135]
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 In popular culture
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 As a character




Main articles: Edgar Allan Poe in popular culture and Edgar Allan Poe in television and film


The historical Edgar Allan Poe has appeared as a fictionalized character, often representing the "mad genius" or "tormented artist" and exploiting his personal struggles.[136] Many such depictions also blend in with characters from his stories, suggesting that Poe and his characters share identities.[137] Often, fictional depictions of Poe use his mystery-solving skills in such novels as The Poe Shadow[image: External link] by Matthew Pearl.[138]
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 Preserved homes, landmarks, and museums




No childhood home of Poe is still standing, including the Allan family's Moldavia estate. The oldest standing home in Richmond, the Old Stone House, is in use as the Edgar Allan Poe Museum[image: External link], though Poe never lived there. The collection includes many items that Poe used during his time with the Allan family, and also features several rare first printings of Poe works. 13 West Range is the dorm room that Poe is believed to have used while studying at the University of Virginia in 1826; it is preserved and available for visits. Its upkeep is now overseen by a group of students and staff known as the Raven Society[image: External link].[139]

The earliest surviving home in which Poe lived is in Baltimore, preserved as the Edgar Allan Poe House and Museum. Poe is believed to have lived in the home at the age of 23 when he first lived with Maria Clemm and Virginia (as well as his grandmother and possibly his brother William Henry Leonard Poe).[140] It is open to the public and is also the home of the Edgar Allan Poe Society. Of the several homes that Poe, his wife Virginia, and his mother-in-law Maria rented in Philadelphia, only the last house has survived. The Spring Garden home, where the author lived in 1843–1844, is today preserved by the National Park Service[image: External link] as the Edgar Allan Poe National Historic Site.[141] Poe's final home is preserved as the Edgar Allan Poe Cottage in the Bronx.[65]

In Boston, a commemorative plaque on Boylston Street is several blocks away from the actual location of Poe's birth.[4][142][143][144] The house which was his birthplace at 62 Carver Street no longer exists; also, the street has since been renamed "Charles Street South".[145][146] A "square" at the intersection of Broadway, Fayette, and Carver Streets had once been named in his honor,[147] but it disappeared when the streets were rearranged. In 2009, the intersection of Charles and Boylston Streets (two blocks north of his birthplace) was designated "Edgar Allan Poe Square".[148] In March 2014, fundraising was completed for construction of a permanent memorial sculpture at this location. The winning design by Stefanie Rocknak depicts a life-sized Poe striding against the wind, accompanied by a flying raven; his suitcase lid has fallen open, leaving a "paper trail" of literary works embedded in the sidewalk behind him.[149][150][151][152] The public unveiling on October 5, 2014 was attended by former US poet laureate Robert Pinsky[image: External link].[153]

Other Poe landmarks include a building in the Upper West Side[image: External link] where Poe temporarily lived when he first moved to New York. A plaque suggests that Poe wrote "The Raven" here. The bar still stands where legend says that Poe was last seen drinking before his death, in Fells Point[image: External link] in Baltimore. The drinking establishment is now known as "The Horse You Came In On", and local lore insists that a ghost whom they call "Edgar" haunts the rooms above.[154]
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 Poe Toaster




Main article: Poe Toaster


For decades, every January 19, a bottle of cognac[image: External link] and three roses[image: External link] were left at Poe's original grave marker by an unknown visitor affectionately referred to as the "Poe Toaster". On August 15, 2007, Sam Porpora, a former historian at the Westminster Church in Baltimore where Poe is buried, claimed that he had started the tradition in 1949. Porpora said that the tradition began in order to raise money and enhance the profile of the church. His story has not been confirmed,[155] and some details which he gave to the press are factually inaccurate.[156] The Poe Toaster's last appearance was on January 19, 2009, the day of Poe's bicentennial.[157]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Selected list of works




Main article: Edgar Allan Poe bibliography





	
Tales


	"The Black Cat"

	"The Cask of Amontillado"

	"A Descent into the Maelström"

	"The Facts in the Case of M. Valdemar"

	"The Fall of the House of Usher"

	"The Gold-Bug"

	"Hop-Frog"

	"The Imp of the Perverse"

	"Ligeia"

	"The Masque of the Red Death"

	"Morella"

	"The Murders in the Rue Morgue"

	"The Oval Portrait"

	"The Pit and the Pendulum"

	"The Premature Burial"

	"The Purloined Letter"

	"The System of Doctor Tarr and Professor Fether"

	"The Tell-Tale Heart"




	
Poetry


	"Al Aaraaf"

	"Annabel Lee"

	"The Bells"

	"The City in the Sea"

	"The Conqueror Worm"

	"A Dream Within a Dream"

	"Eldorado"

	"Eulalie"

	"The Haunted Palace"

	"To Helen"

	"Lenore"

	"Tamerlane"

	"The Raven"

	"Ulalume"










Other works


	
Politian (1835) – Poe's only play

	
The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym of Nantucket (1838) – Poe's only complete novel

	"The Balloon-Hoax" (1844) – A journalistic hoax[image: External link] printed as a true story

	"The Philosophy of Composition" (1846) – Essay

	
Eureka: A Prose Poem (1848) – Essay

	"The Poetic Principle" (1848) – Essay

	"The Light-House" (1849) – Poe's last incomplete work
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 See also





	Edgar Allan Poe and music

	Edgar Allan Poe in television and film

	Edgar Allan Poe in popular culture

	List of coupled cousins[image: External link]

	USS E.A. Poe (IX-103)[image: External link]
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Baltimore






This article is about the city in Maryland. For the surrounding county, see Baltimore County, Maryland[image: External link]. For other uses, see Baltimore (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Baltimore (/'bo:lt,mo:r /[image: External link], locally: [ˈbɔɫ.mɔɻ][image: External link]) is the largest city in the U.S. state[image: External link] of Maryland[image: External link], and the 29th-most populous city[image: External link] in the country. It was established by the Constitution of Maryland[image: External link][9] and is not part of any county; thus, it is the largest independent city[image: External link] in the United States, with a population of 621,849 as of 2015. As of 2016, the population of the Baltimore metropolitan area[image: External link] was estimated to be just under 2.8 million making it the 21st largest metropolitan area[image: External link] in the country.[10]

Founded in 1729, Baltimore is the second-largest seaport in the Mid-Atlantic[image: External link].[11] Baltimore's Inner Harbor[image: External link] was once the second leading port of entry for immigrants to the United States and a major manufacturing center.[12] After a decline in major manufacturing, industrialization and rail transportation, Baltimore shifted to a service-oriented economy, with the Johns Hopkins Hospital (founded 1889), and Johns Hopkins University[image: External link] (founded 1876), now the city's top two employers.[13]

With hundreds of identified districts, Baltimore has been dubbed "a city of neighborhoods". Famous residents have included the writers Edgar Allan Poe, Edith Hamilton[image: External link], Frederick Douglass[image: External link], and H.L. Mencken[image: External link]; jazz musician James "Eubie" Blake[image: External link]; singer Billie Holiday[image: External link]; actor and filmmaker John Waters[image: External link]; and baseball player Babe Ruth[image: External link]. In the War of 1812[image: External link], Francis Scott Key[image: External link] wrote The Star-Spangled Banner[image: External link], later the American national anthem[image: External link], in Baltimore.[14] Baltimore has more public monuments per capita than any other city in the country and is home to some of the earliest National Register historic districts in the nation, including Fell's Point[image: External link] (1969), Federal Hill[image: External link] (1970) and Mount Vernon Place[image: External link] (1971). More than 65,000 properties, or roughly one in three buildings in the city, are listed on the National Register[image: External link], more than any other city in the nation.[15][16]
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 History




See also: History of Baltimore[image: External link] and Timeline of Baltimore[image: External link]


The city has 289 properties listed[image: External link] on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link].

The historical records of the government of Baltimore are located at the Baltimore City Archives[image: External link].
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 Etymology




The city is named after Cecil Calvert, second Lord Baltimore[image: External link],[17] (1605–1675),[18] of the Irish House of Lords[image: External link] and founding proprietor of the Province of Maryland[image: External link].[19][20] Baltimore Manor was the name of the estate in County Longford[image: External link] on which the Calvert family lived in Ireland.[20][21] Baltimore is an anglicization[image: External link] of the Irish[image: External link] name Baile an Tí Mhóir, meaning "town of the big house."[20]
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 Before European settlement




The Baltimore area had been inhabited by Native Americans[image: External link] since at least the 10th millennium BC[image: External link], when Paleo-Indians[image: External link] first settled in the region. One Paleo-Indian site and several Archaic period[image: External link] and Woodland period[image: External link] archaeological sites have been identified in Baltimore, including four from the Late Woodland period[image: External link].[22] During the Late Woodland period, the archaeological culture[image: External link] that is called the "Potomac Creek complex" resided in the area from Baltimore to the Rappahannock River[image: External link] in Virginia[image: External link].[23]

In the early 1600s, the immediate Baltimore vicinity was sparsely populated, if at all, by Native Americans[image: External link]. The Baltimore County area northward was used as hunting grounds by the Susquehannocks[image: External link] living in the lower Susquehanna River[image: External link] valley who "controlled all of the upper tributaries of the Chesapeake" but "refrained from much contact with Powhatan[image: External link] in the Potomac region."[24] Pressured by the Susquehannocks, the Piscataway tribe[image: External link] of Algonquians[image: External link] stayed well south of the Baltimore area and inhabited primarily the north bank of the Potomac River[image: External link] in what is now Charles County[image: External link] and southern Prince George's County[image: External link] south of the Fall Line[image: External link].[25][26][27]
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 17th century




In 1608, Captain John Smith[image: External link] traveled 210 miles from Jamestown[image: External link] to the uppermost Chesapeake Bay[image: External link], leading the first European expedition to the Patapsco River[image: External link].[28][29][30][31] The name "Patapsco" is derived from pota-psk-ut, which translates to "backwater" or "tide covered with froth" in Algonquian[image: External link] dialect.[32] A quarter century after John Smith's voyage, English colonists began to settle in Maryland.

The area constituting the modern City of Baltimore and its metropolitan area was first settled by David Jones in 1661. He claimed the area known today as Harbor East[image: External link] on the east bank of the Jones Falls[image: External link] stream, which flows south into Baltimore's Inner Harbor[image: External link].[33] By 1680, Baltimore was a "tiny, but bustling tobacco port" with people enjoying "many of the fine possessions from Europe".[34] This is the settlement that would be named as Baltimore in 1729.[34]

However, an earlier Baltimore existed on the Bush River as early as 1674. That first county seat of Baltimore County is known today as "Old Baltimore". It was located on the Bush River on land that in 1773 became part of Harford County[image: External link]. In 1674, the General Assembly passed "An Act for erecting a Court-house and Prison in each County within this Province."[35] The site of the court house and jail for Baltimore County was evidently "Old Baltimore" near the Bush River. In 1683, the General Assembly passed "An Act for Advancement of Trade" to "establish towns, ports, and places of trade, within the province."[36] One of the towns established by the act in Baltimore County was "on Bush River, on Town Land, near the Court-House." The court house on the Bush River referenced in the 1683 Act was in all likelihood the one created by the 1674 Act. "Old Baltimore" was in existence as early as 1674, but we don't know with certainty what if anything happened on the site prior to that year. The exact location of Old Baltimore was lost for years. It was certain that the location was somewhere on the site of the present-day Aberdeen Proving Ground[image: External link] (APG), a U.S. Army testing facility. in the 1990s, APG's Cultural Resource Management Program took up the task of finding Old Baltimore. The firm of R. Christopher Goodwin & Associates was contracted for the project. After Goodwin first performed historical and archival work, they coordinated their work with existing landscape features to locate the site of Old Baltimore. APG's Explosive Ordnance Disposal personnel went in with Goodwin to defuse any unexploded ordnance. Working in 1997 and 1998, the field team uncovered building foundations, trash pits, faunal remains[image: External link], and 17,000 artifacts, largely from the 17th century.[37][38] The Bush River proved to be an unfortunate location because the port became silted[image: External link] and impassable to ships, forcing the port facilities to relocate.[39] By the time Baltimore on the Patapsco River was established in 1729, Old Baltimore Town had faded away.[34]
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 18th and 19th centuries




The colonial General Assembly of Maryland[image: External link] created the Port of Baltimore[image: External link] at old Whetstone Point (now Locust Point[image: External link]) in 1706 for the tobacco trade. The Town of Baltimore was founded and laid out shortly thereafter on July 30, 1729, and is named after Lord Baltimore (Cecilius Calvert), who was the first Proprietary Governor[image: External link] of the Province of Maryland[image: External link]. Cecilius Calvert was the oldest son of Sir George Calvert[image: External link], (1579–1632), who became the First Lord Baltimore[image: External link] of County Longford[image: External link], Ireland in 1625. Previously, he had been a loyal agent of King Charles I of England[image: External link] (1600–1649) as his Secretary of State[image: External link] until declaring himself a follower of Roman Catholicism[image: External link]. Regardless, the King still gave his heir Cecil the 1632 grant for the Maryland colony. The colony was a followup to his earlier settlement in Newfoundland[image: External link], known as "Acadia" or "Avalon", (future Canada[image: External link]), which he found too cold and difficult for habitation.[40]

Baltimore grew swiftly in the 18th Century as a granary for sugar-producing colonies in the Caribbean[image: External link]. The profit from sugar encouraged the cultivation of cane and the importation of food.[41] It was also during this time when Baltimore saw the establishment of its public market system[image: External link] in 1763.[42] Lexington Market[image: External link], founded in 1782, continues to be known as one of the oldest continuously operating public markets in the United States[image: External link] today.[43] Lexington Market was also known to be a place for slave trading in 1863.Slave traders operated all over the downtown area.[44] The Baltimore Sun would run avertisement for the sale of slaves.Other firsts include: the first Post Office System in the United States (inaugurated in 1774)[45] and the first water company chartered in the United States (Baltimore Water Company, 1792).[46][47]

Baltimore played a key part in events leading to and including the American Revolution[image: External link]. City leaders such as Jonathan Plowman Jr.[image: External link] moved the city to join the resistance to British taxes, and merchants signed agreements to not trade with Britain.[48] The Second Continental Congress[image: External link] met in the Henry Fite House[image: External link] from December 1776 to February 1777, effectively making the city the capital of the United States[image: External link] during this period.[49]

After the Revolutionary war, the Town of Baltimore, nearby Jonestown[image: External link], and an area known as Fells Point[image: External link] were incorporated as the City of Baltimore in 1796–1797. The city remained a part of surrounding Baltimore County[image: External link], where it had also served as the "county seat[image: External link]" since 1768, until 1851 when it was made an independent city[image: External link], with the same status in state government as the other 23 counties of Maryland.[50]

The city was the site of the Battle of Baltimore[image: External link] during the War of 1812[image: External link]. After burning Washington, D.C.[image: External link], the British attacked Baltimore outside the eastern outskirts of town on the "Patapsco Neck" on September 12, at the Battle of North Point[image: External link], then on the night of September 13–14, 1814. United States forces from Fort McHenry[image: External link] successfully defended the city's harbor from the British. Francis Scott Key[image: External link], (1779–1843), a Maryland lawyer from Georgetown[image: External link] and Frederick[image: External link], was aboard a British ship where he had been negotiating for the release of an American prisoner, Dr. William Beanes[image: External link].

Key witnessed the bombardment from this ship and after seeing the huge American flag[image: External link] on the morning of September 14, 1814, he wrote "The Star-Spangled Banner[image: External link]", a poem recounting the attack. Key's poem was set to a 1780 tune by British composer John Stafford Smith[image: External link], and "The Star-Spangled Banner" became the official national anthem[image: External link] of the United States in 1931.

Following the Battle of Baltimore, the city's population grew rapidly and was the first American city to illuminate its streets with hydrogen gas in 1816. The construction of the federally funded National Road[image: External link] (which later became part of U.S. Route 40[image: External link]) and the private Baltimore and Ohio Railroad[image: External link] (B. & O.) made Baltimore a major shipping and manufacturing center by linking the city with major markets in the Midwest[image: External link]. A distinctive local culture started to take shape, and a unique skyline peppered with churches and monuments developed. Baltimore acquired its moniker "The Monumental City" after an 1827 visit to Baltimore by President John Quincy Adams[image: External link]. At an evening function Adams gave the following toast: "Baltimore: the Monumental City—May the days of her safety be as prosperous and happy, as the days of her dangers have been trying and triumphant."[52] Baltimore suffered one of the worst riots of the antebellum South[image: External link] in 1835, when bad investments led to the Baltimore bank riot[image: External link].[53] Soon after the city pioneered in creating the world's first dental college the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery[image: External link] in 1840, and sharing Samuel Morse's[image: External link] invention of the world's first telegraph line between Baltimore and Washington DC in 1844.

Maryland remained part of the Union[image: External link] during the American Civil War[image: External link] despite being a slave state[image: External link], in addition to popular support for secession[image: External link] in its southern and eastern regions, along with Baltimore, all of which benefited greatly from both the tobacco and slave trades.[54][55] When Union[image: External link] soldiers from the 6th Massachusetts Militia[image: External link] and some unarmed Pennsylvania state militia[image: External link] known as the "Washington Brigade" from Philadelphia[image: External link] with their band marched through the city at the start of the war, Confederate[image: External link] sympathizers attacked the troops, which led to the first bloodshed in the Civil War during the Baltimore riot of 1861[image: External link]. Four soldiers and twelve civilians were killed during the riot, which caused Union troops to later occupy Baltimore in May under Gen. Benjamin F. Butler[image: External link] of Massachusetts. Maryland came under direct federal administration—in part, to prevent the state from seceding—until the end of the war in April 1865.

In the midst of the Long Depression[image: External link], which followed the Panic of 1873[image: External link], the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad company attempted to lower its workers' wages, leading to strikes and riots[image: External link] in Baltimore, as part of the Great Railroad Strike of 1877[image: External link]. On July 20, 1877, Maryland Governor John Lee Carroll[image: External link] called up the 5th and 6th Regiments of the National Guard[image: External link] to end the strikes, which had disrupted train service at Cumberland[image: External link] in western Maryland. Citizens sympathetic to the railroad workers attacked the National Guard troops as they marched from their armories in Baltimore to Camden Station[image: External link]. Soldiers from the 6th Regiment fired on the crowd, killing 10 and wounding 25. Rioters then damaged B&O trains and burned portions of the rail station. Order was restored in the city on July 21–22 when federal troops arrived to protect railroad property and end the strike.[56]
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 20th century




On February 7, 1904, the Great Baltimore Fire[image: External link] destroyed over 1,500 buildings in 30 hours, leaving more than 70 blocks of the downtown area burned to the ground. Damages were estimated at $150 million—in 1904 dollars.[57] As the city rebuilt during the next two years, lessons learned from the fire led to improvements in firefighting equipment standards.[58]

The city grew in area by annexing new suburbs from the surrounding counties, the last being in 1918, when the city acquired portions of Baltimore County and Anne Arundel County[image: External link].[59] A state constitutional amendment, approved in 1948, required a special vote of the citizens in any proposed annexation area, effectively preventing any future expansion of the city's boundaries.[60]

The relative size of the city's black[image: External link] population grew from 23.8% in 1950 to 46.4% in 1970.[61] The Baltimore riot of 1968[image: External link] occurred following the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link] in Memphis, Tennessee[image: External link], on April 4, 1968. Coinciding with riots in other cities[image: External link], public order was not restored until April 12, 1968. The Baltimore riot cost the city of Baltimore an estimated $10 million (US$ 69 million in 2017). A total of 11,000 Maryland National Guard and federal troops were ordered into the city.[62]

Lasting effects of the riot can be seen on the streets of North Avenue[image: External link], Howard Street[image: External link], Gay Street[image: External link], and Pennsylvania Avenue[image: External link], where long stretches of the streets remain barren.[63] The city experienced challenges again in 1974 when teachers, municipal workers[image: External link], and police officers[image: External link] conducted strikes.[64]

By the beginning of the 1970s, Baltimore's downtown area known as the Inner Harbor[image: External link] had been neglected and was occupied by a collection of abandoned warehouses. The nickname "Charm City" came from a 1975 meeting of advertisers seeking to improve the city's reputation.[65][66] Efforts to redevelop the area started with the construction of the Maryland Science Center[image: External link], which opened in 1976, the Baltimore World Trade Center[image: External link] (1977), and the Baltimore Convention Center[image: External link] (1979). Harborplace[image: External link], an urban retail and restaurant complex, opened on the waterfront in 1980, followed by the National Aquarium[image: External link], Maryland's largest tourist destination, and the Baltimore Museum of Industry[image: External link] in 1981. During the epidemic of HIV/AIDS in the United States[image: External link], Baltimore City Health Department[image: External link] official Robert Mehl persuaded the city's mayor to form a committee to address food problems; the Baltimore-based charity Moveable Feast[image: External link] grew out of this initiative in 1990.[67][68][69] By 2010, the organization's region of service had expanded from merely Baltimore to include all of the Eastern Shore of Maryland[image: External link].[70] In 1992, the Baltimore Orioles[image: External link] baseball team[image: External link] moved from Memorial Stadium[image: External link] to Oriole Park at Camden Yards[image: External link], located downtown near the harbor. Pope John Paul II[image: External link] held an open-air mass at Camden Yards during his papal visit to the United States in October 1995. Three years later the Baltimore Ravens[image: External link] football team[image: External link] moved into M&T Bank Stadium[image: External link] next to Camden Yards.[71]
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 21st century




In January 2004, the historic Hippodrome Theatre[image: External link] reopened after significant renovation as part of the France-Merrick Performing Arts Center.[72] The Reginald F. Lewis Museum of Maryland African American History & Culture[image: External link] opened in 2005 on the northeast corner of President Street and East Pratt Street, and the National Slavic Museum[image: External link] in Fell's Point was established in 2012. On April 12, 2012, Johns Hopkins held a dedication ceremony to mark the completion of one of the United States' largest medical complexes – the Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore – which features the Sheikh Zayed Cardiovascular and Critical Care Tower and The Charlotte R. Bloomberg Children's Center. The event, held at the entrance to the $1.1 billion 1.6 million-square-foot-facility, honored the many donors including Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan[image: External link], first president of the United Arab Emirates[image: External link], and Michael Bloomberg[image: External link].[73][74]

Maryland's Star-Spangled 200 celebration, launched as the "Star-Spangled Sailabration" and crescendo "Star-Spangled Spectacular" festivals, was a three-year commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the War of 1812[image: External link] and the penning of The Star-Spangled Banner[image: External link]. The Star-Spangled Sailabration festival brought a total of 45 tall ships, naval vessels and others from the US, United Kingdom, Canada, Colombia, Brazil, Ecuador, and Mexico to Baltimore's Harbor. The event, held June 13–19, 2012, was the week encompassing Flag Day[image: External link] and the 200th anniversary of the Declaration of War.[75][76] The Star-Spangled Spectacular was a 10-day free festival that celebrated the 200th anniversary of the United States National Anthem from September 6–16, 2014. More than 30 naval vessels and tall ships from the United States, United Kingdom, Canada, Norway, Germany, Spain and Turkey berthed at the Inner Harbor, Fell's Point and North Locust Point. An air show from the Navy's Flight Demonstration Team, the Blue Angels[image: External link] performed during both festivals. Special guests such as President Barack Obama[image: External link], Vice President Joe Biden[image: External link], and Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus[image: External link], were in attendance at Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine[image: External link].[77] During the course of the Star-Spangled 200 celebration the city was showcased on three separate live television broadcasts. Visit Baltimore CEO, Tom Noonan, was quoted in the Baltimore Sun as calling the Spectacular, "the largest tourism event in our city's history." Over a million people visited Baltimore during both festivals.[78]

Following the Death of Freddie Gray[image: External link] in April 2015, the city experienced major protests and international media attention, which resulted in a temporary curfew being enforced, as well as a drastic rise in murders.[79] On September 19, 2016 the Baltimore City Council approved a $660 million bond deal for the $5.5 billion Port Covington[image: External link] redevelopment project championed by Under Armour[image: External link] founder Kevin Plank[image: External link] and his real estate company Sagamore Development. Port Covington surpassed the Harbor Point development as the largest tax-increment financing[image: External link] deal in Baltimore's history and it's among the largest urban redevelopment projects in the country.[80] The waterfront development that includes the new headquarters for Under Armour, as well as shops, housing, offices, and manufacturing spaces is projected to create 26,500 permanent jobs with a $4.3 billion annual economic impact.[81] In an open letter Plank refers to the turbulent history in Baltimore's economic development and civic life as "forks in the road." He concludes by saying "we saw one of those great forks in the road, and chose the best course" with Port Covington.[82] Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake[image: External link] led the signing of three bills that commit the city to the sale of bonds over the next 15 to 20 years to fund the infrastructure for the Port Covington development on September 28, 2016.[83]
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 Geography




Baltimore is in north-central Maryland on the Patapsco River[image: External link] close to where it empties into the Chesapeake Bay[image: External link]. The city is also located on the fall line[image: External link] between the Piedmont[image: External link] Plateau and the Atlantic Coastal Plain[image: External link], which divides Baltimore into "lower city" and "upper city". The city's elevation ranges from sea level at the harbor to 480 feet (150 m) in the northwest corner near Pimlico[image: External link].[5]

According to the 2010 Census, the city has a total area of 92.1 square miles (239 km2), of which 80.9 sq mi (210 km2) is land and 11.1 sq mi (29 km2) is water.[4] The total area is 12.1 percent water.

Baltimore is almost completely surrounded by Baltimore County, but is politically independent[image: External link] of it. It is bordered by Anne Arundel County[image: External link] to the south.
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 Cityscape
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 Architecture




Baltimore exhibits examples from each period of architecture over more than two centuries, and work from many famous architects such as Benjamin Latrobe[image: External link], George A. Frederick[image: External link], John Russell Pope[image: External link], Mies van der Rohe[image: External link] and I. M. Pei[image: External link].

The city is rich in architecturally significant buildings in a variety of styles. The Baltimore Basilica[image: External link] (1806–1821) is a neoclassical design by Benjamin Latrobe, and also the oldest Catholic cathedral in the United States. In 1813 Robert Cary Long, Sr., built for Rembrandt Peale[image: External link] the first substantial structure in the United States designed expressly as a museum. Restored, it is now the Municipal Museum of Baltimore, or popularly the Peale Museum[image: External link].

The McKim Free School[image: External link] was founded and endowed by John McKim, although the building was erected by his son Isaac[image: External link] in 1822 after a design by William Howard and William Small. It reflects the popular interest in Greece[image: External link] when the nation was securing its independence, as well as a scholarly interest in recently published drawings of Athenian antiquities.

The Phoenix Shot Tower[image: External link] (1828), at 234.25 feet (71.40 m) tall, was the tallest building in the United States until the time of the Civil War. It was constructed without the use of exterior scaffolding. The Sun Iron Building, designed by R.C. Hatfield in 1851, was the city's first iron-front building and was a model for a whole generation of downtown buildings. Brown Memorial Presbyterian Church[image: External link], built in 1870 in memory of financier George Brown[image: External link], has stained glass[image: External link] windows by Louis Comfort Tiffany[image: External link] and has been called "one of the most significant buildings in this city, a treasure of art and architecture" by Baltimore Magazine.[84][85]

The 1845 Greek Revival[image: External link]-style Lloyd Street Synagogue[image: External link] is one of the oldest synagogues in the United States[image: External link]. The Johns Hopkins Hospital, designed by Lt. Col. John S. Billings[image: External link] in 1876, was a considerable achievement for its day in functional arrangement and fireproofing.

I.M. Pei's World Trade Center[image: External link] (1977) is the tallest equilateral pentagonal building in the world at 405 feet (123 m) tall.

The Inner Harbor East[image: External link] area has seen the addition of two new towers which have completed construction: a 24-floor tower that is the new world headquarters of Legg Mason[image: External link], and a 21-floor Four Seasons Hotel[image: External link] complex.

The streets of Baltimore are organized in a grid pattern[image: External link], lined with tens of thousands of brick and formstone[image: External link]-faced rowhouses[image: External link]. In The Baltimore Rowhouse, Mary Ellen Hayward and Charles Belfoure[image: External link] considered the rowhouse as the architectural form defining Baltimore as "perhaps no other American city."[86] In the mid-1790s, developers began building entire neighborhoods of the British-style rowhouses, which became the dominant house type of the city early in the 19th century.[87]

Formstone facings, now a common feature on Baltimore rowhouses, were an addition patented in 1937 by Albert Knight. John Waters[image: External link] characterized formstone as "the polyester of brick" in a 30-minute documentary film, Little Castles: A Formstone Phenomenon.[88]

Oriole Park at Camden Yards is considered by many to be the most beautiful baseball park[image: External link] in Major League Baseball, and has inspired many other cities to build their own versions of this retro style[image: External link] ballpark. Camden Yards along with the National Aquarium have helped revive the Inner Harbor from what once was an industrial district[image: External link] full of dilapidated warehouses into a bustling commercial district full of bars, restaurants and retail establishments. Today, the Inner Harbor boasts the highest, most desirable real estate in the Mid-Atlantic.[89]

After an international competition, the University of Baltimore School of Law[image: External link] awarded the German firm Behnisch Architekten[image: External link] 1st prize for its design, which was selected for the school's new home. After the building's opening in 2013, the design won additional honors including an ENR National "Best of the Best" Award.[90]

Baltimore's newly rehabilitated Everyman Theatre[image: External link] was honored by the Baltimore Heritage at the 2013 Preservation Awards Celebration in 2013. Everyman Theatre will receive an Adaptive Reuse and Compatible Design Award as part of Baltimore Heritage's 2013 historic preservation awards ceremony. Baltimore Heritage is Baltimore's nonprofit historic and architectural preservation organization, which works to preserve and promote Baltimore's historic buildings and neighborhoods.[91]
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 Tallest buildings




Main article: List of tallest buildings in Baltimore[image: External link]




	Rank
	Building
	Height
	Floors
	Built
	



	1
	Transamerica Tower[image: External link] (formerly the Legg Mason Building, originally built as the U.S. Fidelity and Guarantee Co. Building)[92]
	529 feet (161 m)
	40
	1971–73
	[93]



	2
	Bank of America Building[image: External link] (originally built as Baltimore Trust Building, later Sullivan, Mathieson, Md. Nat. Bank, NationsBank Bldgs.)
	509 feet (155 m)
	37
	1924–29
	[94]



	3
	William Donald Schaefer Tower[image: External link] (originally built as the Merritt S. & L. Tower)
	493 feet (150 m)
	37
	1992
	[95]



	4
	Commerce Place[image: External link] (Alex. Brown & Sons/Deutsche Bank Tower)
	454 feet (138 m)
	31
	1992
	[96]



	5
	100 East Pratt Street[image: External link] (originally built as the I.B.M. Building)
	418 feet (127 m)
	28
	1975/1992
	[97]



	6
	Baltimore World Trade Center[image: External link]
	405 feet (123 m)
	28
	1977
	[98]



	7
	Tremont Plaza Hotel[image: External link]
	395 feet (120 m)
	37
	1967
	[99]



	8
	Charles Towers South[image: External link]
	385 feet (117 m)
	30
	1969
	[100]



	9
	Blaustein Building[image: External link]
	360 feet (110 m)
	30
	1962
	[101]



	10
	250 West Pratt Street[image: External link]
	360 feet (110 m)
	24
	1986
	[102]
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 Neighborhoods




See also: List of Baltimore neighborhoods[image: External link]


Baltimore is officially divided into nine geographical regions: North, Northeast, East, Southeast, South, Southwest, West, Northwest, and Central, with each district patrolled by a respective Baltimore Police Department[image: External link]. Interstate 83[image: External link] and Charles Street[image: External link] down to Hanover Street[image: External link] and Ritchie Highway[image: External link] serve as the east-west dividing line and Eastern Avenue[image: External link] to Route 40[image: External link] as the north-south dividing line. However, Baltimore Street[image: External link] is north-south dividing line for the U.S. Postal Service[image: External link].[103] It is not uncommon for locals to divide the city simply by East or West Baltimore, using Charles Street or I-83[image: External link] as a dividing line or into North and South using Baltimore Street as a dividing line.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Central Baltimore




Central Baltimore, originally called the Middle District,[104] stretches north of the Inner Harbor[image: External link] up to the edge of Druid Hill Park[image: External link]. Downtown Baltimore has mainly served as a commercial district with limited residential opportunities. However, between 2000 and 2010, the downtown population grew 130 percent as old commercial properties have been replaced by residential property.[105] Still the city's main commercial area and business district, it includes Baltimore's sports complexes: Oriole Park at Camden Yards[image: External link], M&T Bank Stadium[image: External link], and the Baltimore Arena[image: External link]; and the shops and attractions in the Inner Harbor: Harborplace[image: External link], the Baltimore Convention Center[image: External link], the National Aquarium[image: External link], Maryland Science Center[image: External link], Pier Six Pavilion[image: External link], and Power Plant Live[image: External link].[103]

The University of Maryland, Baltimore[image: External link], the University of Maryland Medical Center[image: External link], and Lexington Market[image: External link] are also in the central district, as well as the Hippodrome[image: External link] and many nightclubs, bars, restaurants, shopping centers and various other attractions.[103][104] The northern portion of Central Baltimore, between downtown and the Druid Hill Park, is home to many of the city's cultural opportunities. Maryland Institute College of Art[image: External link], the Peabody Institute[image: External link] (music conservatory), George Peabody Library[image: External link], Enoch Pratt Free Library – Central Library[image: External link], the Lyric Opera House[image: External link], the Joseph Meyerhoff Symphony Hall[image: External link], the Walters Art Museum[image: External link], the Maryland Historical Society[image: External link] and its Enoch Pratt Mansion[image: External link], and several galleries are located in this region.[106]
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 North Baltimore




North Baltimore lies directly north of Central Baltimore and is bounded on the east by The Alameda[image: External link] and on the west by Pimlico Road[image: External link]. Loyola University Maryland[image: External link], Johns Hopkins University Homewood Campus[image: External link], St. Mary's Seminary and University[image: External link] and Notre Dame of Maryland University[image: External link] are located in this district. Baltimore Polytechnic Institutehigh[image: External link] school for mathematics, science and engineering, and adjacent Western High School[image: External link], the oldest remaining public girls secondary school in America, share a joint campus at West Cold Spring Lane[image: External link] and Falls Road[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Several historic and notable neighborhoods are in this district: Roland Park[image: External link] (1891), Guilford[image: External link] (1913), Homeland[image: External link] (1924), Hampden[image: External link], Woodberry[image: External link], Old Goucher, and Jones Falls[image: External link]. Along the York Road[image: External link] corridor going north are the large neighborhoods of Charles Village[image: External link], Waverly[image: External link], and Mount Washington[image: External link]. The Station North Arts and Entertainment District[image: External link] is also located in North Baltimore.[107]
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 South Baltimore




South Baltimore, a mixed industrial and residential area, consists of the "Old South Baltimore" peninsula below the Inner Harbor and east of the old B&O Railroad[image: External link]'s Camden line tracks and Russell Street[image: External link] downtown. It is a culturally, ethnically, and socioeconomically diverse waterfront area with neighborhoods such as Locust Point[image: External link] and Riverside around a large park of the same name.[108] Just south of the Inner Harbor, the historic Federal Hill[image: External link] neighborhood, is home to many working professionals, pubs and restaurants. At the end of the peninsula is historic Fort McHenry[image: External link], a National Park since the end of World War I, when the old U.S. Army Hospital surrounding the 1798 star-shaped battlements was torn down.[109]

The area south of the Vietnam Veterans (Hanover Street) Bridge[image: External link] and the Patapsco River[image: External link] was annexed to the city in 1919 from being independent towns in Anne Arundel County[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Across the Hanover Street Bridge are residential areas such as Cherry Hill[image: External link],[110] Brooklyn[image: External link], and Curtis Bay[image: External link], with Fort Armistead[image: External link] bordering the city's south side from Anne Arundel County.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Northeast Baltimore




Northeast is primarily a residential neighborhood, home to Morgan State University[image: External link], bounded by the city line of 1919 on its northern and eastern boundaries, Sinclair Lane[image: External link], Erdman Avenue[image: External link], and Pulaski Highway[image: External link] to the south and The Alameda[image: External link] on to the west. Also in this wedge of the city on 33rd Street[image: External link] is Baltimore City College[image: External link] high school, third oldest active public secondary school in the United States, founded downtown in 1839.[111] Across Loch Raven Boulevard[image: External link] is the former site of the old Memorial Stadium[image: External link] for the Baltimore Colts[image: External link] and Baltimore Orioles[image: External link], now replaced by an YMCA[image: External link] athletic and housing complex.[112][113] Lake Montebello is in Northeast Baltimore.[104]
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 East Baltimore




Located below Sinclair Lane[image: External link] and Erdman Avenue[image: External link], above Orleans Street[image: External link], East Baltimore is mainly made up of residential neighborhoods. This section of East Baltimore is home to Johns Hopkins Hospital and Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine[image: External link] on Broadway[image: External link]. Notable neighborhoods include: Armistead Gardens[image: External link], Broadway East[image: External link], Barclay[image: External link], Ellwood Park[image: External link], Greenmount, Roland Park[image: External link][114] and McElderry Park[image: External link].[104]

This area was the on-site film location for Homicide: Life on the Street[image: External link], The Corner[image: External link] and The Wire[image: External link].[115]
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 Southeast Baltimore




Southeast Baltimore, located below Fayette Street[image: External link], bordering the Inner Harbor and the Northwest Branch of the Patapsco River[image: External link] to the west, the city line of 1919 on its eastern boundaries and the Patapsco River to the south, is a mixed industrial and residential area. Patterson Park[image: External link], the "Best Backyard in Baltimore,"[116] as well as the Highlandtown Arts District[image: External link], and Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Center[image: External link] are located in Southeast Baltimore. The Shops at Canton Crossing opened in 2013.[117] The Canton[image: External link] neighborhood, is located along Baltimore's prime waterfront. Other historic neighborhoods include: Fells Point[image: External link], Patterson Park[image: External link], Butchers Hill[image: External link], Highlandtown[image: External link], Greektown[image: External link], Harbor East[image: External link], Little Italy[image: External link], and Upper Fells Point[image: External link].[104]
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 Northwest Baltimore




Northwestern is bounded by the county line to the north and west, Gwynns Falls Parkway[image: External link] on the south and Pimlico Road[image: External link] on the east, is home to Pimlico Race Course[image: External link] and Sinai Hospital[image: External link]. Its neighborhoods are mostly residential and are dissected by Northern Parkway[image: External link]. The area has been the center of Baltimore's Jewish community since after World War II. Notable neighborhoods include: Pimlico[image: External link], Mount Washington[image: External link], and Cheswolde[image: External link], and Park Heights[image: External link].[118]
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 West Baltimore




West Baltimore is located west of downtown and the Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard[image: External link] and is bounded by Gwynns Falls Parkway, Fremont Avenue[image: External link], and West Baltimore Street[image: External link]. The Old West Baltimore Historic District[image: External link] includes the neighborhoods of Harlem Park, Sandtown-Winchester[image: External link], Druid Heights[image: External link], Madison Park[image: External link], and Upton[image: External link].[119][120] Originally a predominantly German neighborhood, by the last half of the 1800s, Old West Baltimore was home to a substantial section of the city's African American population. It became the largest neighborhood for the city's black community and its cultural, political, and economic center.[119] Coppin State University[image: External link], Mondawmin Mall[image: External link], and Edmondson Village[image: External link] are located in this district. The area's crime problems have provided subject material for television series, such as The Wire[image: External link].[121] Local organizations, such as the Sandtown Habitat for Humanity and the Upton Planning Committee, have been steadily transforming parts of formerly blighted areas of West Baltimore into clean, safe communities.[122][123]
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 Southwest Baltimore




Southwest Baltimore is bounded by the Baltimore County line to the west, West Baltimore Street[image: External link] to the north, and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard[image: External link] and Russell Street/Baltimore-Washington Parkway[image: External link] (Maryland Route 295) to the east. Notable neighborhoods in Southwest Baltimore include: Pigtown[image: External link], Carrolton Ridge[image: External link], Ridgely's Delight[image: External link], Leakin Park[image: External link], Violetville[image: External link], Lakeland[image: External link], and Morrell Park[image: External link].[104]

St. Agnes Hospital[image: External link] on Wilkens[image: External link] and Caton[image: External link][104] avenues is located in this district with the neighboring Cardinal Gibbons High School[image: External link], which is the former site of Babe Ruth[image: External link]'s alma mater, St. Mary's Industrial School.[citation needed[image: External link]] Also through this segment of Baltimore ran the beginnings of the historic National Road[image: External link], which was constructed beginning in 1806 along Old Frederick Road[image: External link] and continuing into the county on Frederick Road[image: External link] into Ellicott City, Maryland[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Other sides in this district are: Carroll Park[image: External link], one of the city's largest parks, the colonial Mount Clare Mansion, and Washington Boulevard[image: External link], which dates to pre-Revolutionary War days as the prime route out of the city to Alexandria, Virginia[image: External link], and Georgetown[image: External link] on the Potomac River[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Adjacent communities




The City of Baltimore is bordered by the following communities, all unincorporated census-designated places[image: External link].



	Arbutus[image: External link]

	Baltimore Highlands[image: External link]

	Brooklyn Park[image: External link]

	Catonsville[image: External link]

	Dundalk[image: External link]

	Glen Burnie[image: External link]

	Hanover[image: External link]

	Lansdowne[image: External link]

	Lochearn[image: External link]

	Overlea[image: External link]

	Parkville[image: External link]

	Pasadena[image: External link]

	Pikesville[image: External link]

	Rosedale[image: External link]

	Towson[image: External link]

	Woodlawn[image: External link]

	Middle River[image: External link]
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 Climate




Under the Köppen classification[image: External link], Baltimore lies within the humid subtropical climate[image: External link] zone (Cfa), with four distinct seasons, and is part of USDA plant hardiness zones 7b and 8a.[124] Winters are chilly but variable, with sporadic snowfall: January has a daily average of 35.8 °F (2.1 °C),[125] though temperatures reach 50 °F (10 °C) rather often and drop below 20 °F (−7 °C) when Arctic air masses affect the area.[125]

The average seasonal snowfall is 20.1 inches (51 cm),[126] but it varies greatly depending on the winter, with some seasons seeing minimal snow while others see several major Nor'easters[image: External link]. [a] Due to lessened urban heat island[image: External link] (UHI) as compared to the city proper[image: External link] and distance from the moderating Chesapeake Bay, the outlying and inland parts of the Baltimore metro area are usually cooler, especially at night, than the city proper and the coastal towns. Thus, in the northern and western suburbs, winter snowfall is more significant, and some areas average more than 30 in (76 cm) of snow per winter.[128] It is by no means uncommon for the rain-snow line to set up in the metro area.[129] Freezing rain[image: External link] and sleet occurs a few times each winter in the area, as warm air overrides cold air at the low to mid-levels of the atmosphere. When the wind blows from the east, the cold air gets dammed against the mountains[image: External link] to the west and the result is freezing rain or sleet.

Spring and autumn are warm, with spring being the wettest season in terms of the number of precipitation days. Summers are hot and humid with a daily average in July of 80.7 °F (27.1 °C),[125] and the combination of heat and humidity leads to rather frequent thunderstorms. A southeasterly bay breeze off the Chesapeake often occurs on summer afternoons when hot air rises over inland areas; prevailing winds from the southwest interacting with this breeze as well as the city proper's UHI can seriously exacerbate air quality.[130][131] In late summer and early autumn the track of hurricanes or their remnants may cause flooding in downtown Baltimore, despite the city being far removed from the typical coastal storm surge[image: External link] areas.[132]

Extreme temperatures range from −7 °F (−22 °C) on February 9, 1934, and February 10, 1899[image: External link],[b] up to 108 °F (42 °C) on July 22, 2011.[133][134] On average, 100 °F (38 °C)+ temperatures occur on 0.9 days annually, 90 °F (32 °C)+ on 37 days, and there are 10 days where the high fails to reach the freezing mark.[125]






	Climate data for Baltimore (1981−2010 normals)[c]



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Average high °F (°C)
	42.4

(5.8)
	45.7

(7.6)
	53.9

(12.2)
	65.5

(18.6)
	75.2

(24)
	85.0

(29.4)
	89.0

(31.7)
	87.0

(30.6)
	80.3

(26.8)
	68.4

(20.2)
	57.7

(14.3)
	46.1

(7.8)
	66.4

(19.1)



	Average low °F (°C)
	29.2

(−1.6)
	31.4

(−0.3)
	38.8

(3.8)
	47.6

(8.7)
	56.9

(13.8)
	67.1

(19.5)
	72.5

(22.5)
	70.9

(21.6)
	63.8

(17.7)
	51.8

(11)
	42.9

(6.1)
	32.8

(0.4)
	50.5

(10.3)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	2.92

(74.2)
	2.60

(66)
	3.86

(98)
	3.22

(81.8)
	3.49

(88.6)
	3.27

(83.1)
	4.62

(117.3)
	3.39

(86.1)
	4.09

(103.9)
	3.05

(77.5)
	2.97

(75.4)
	3.41

(86.6)
	40.89

(1,038.5)



	Average snowfall inches (cm)
	6.8

(17.3)
	8.0

(20.3)
	1.9

(4.8)
	trace
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0.4

(1)
	3.0

(7.6)
	20.1

(51.1)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.01 in)
	9.5
	8.4
	10.5
	11.1
	11.2
	10.8
	10.7
	9.2
	8.9
	8.3
	8.8
	9.9
	117.3



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.1 in)
	3.5
	2.8
	1.1
	0.1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0.3
	1.7
	9.5



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	63.2
	61.3
	59.2
	58.9
	66.1
	68.4
	69.1
	71.1
	71.3
	69.5
	66.5
	65.5
	65.8



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	155.4
	164.0
	215.0
	230.7
	254.5
	277.3
	290.1
	264.4
	221.8
	205.5
	158.5
	144.5
	2,581.7



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	51
	54
	58
	58
	57
	62
	64
	62
	59
	59
	52
	49
	58



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity and sun 1961–1990)[125][126][135][136][137]








[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Demographics
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 Population






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1790[image: External link]
	13,503
	
	—



	1800[image: External link]
	26,514
	
	96.4%



	1810[image: External link]
	46,555
	
	75.6%



	1820[image: External link]
	62,738
	
	34.8%



	1830[image: External link]
	80,620
	
	28.5%



	1840[image: External link]
	102,313
	
	26.9%



	1850[image: External link]
	169,054
	
	65.2%



	1860[image: External link]
	212,418
	
	25.7%



	1870[image: External link]
	267,354
	
	25.9%



	1880[image: External link]
	332,313
	
	24.3%



	1890[image: External link]
	434,439
	
	30.7%



	1900[image: External link]
	508,957
	
	17.2%



	1910[image: External link]
	558,485
	
	9.7%



	1920[image: External link]
	733,826
	
	31.4%



	1930[image: External link]
	804,874
	
	9.7%



	1940[image: External link]
	859,100
	
	6.7%



	1950[image: External link]
	949,708
	
	10.5%



	1960[image: External link]
	939,024
	
	−1.1%



	1970[image: External link]
	905,787
	
	−3.5%



	1980[image: External link]
	786,741
	
	−13.1%



	1990[image: External link]
	736,014
	
	−6.4%



	2000[image: External link]
	651,154
	
	−11.5%



	2010[image: External link]
	620,961
	
	−4.6%



	Est. 2015
	621,849
	[138]
	0.1%



	U.S. Decennial Census[139]

1790–1960[140] 1900–1990[141]

1990–2000[142] 2010–2015[143]




According to the 2010 Census[image: External link], there were 620,961 people living in Baltimore City in 242,268 households. The population decreased by 4.6% since the 2000 Census. Among school-age children between 5–17 years old, there was a 23% decline.[144] Baltimore's population has declined at each census since its peak in 1950.[105]

In 2011, then-Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake[image: External link] said her main goal was to increase the city's population by improving city services to reduce the number of people leaving the city and by passing legislation protecting immigrants' rights to stimulate growth.[144] For the first time in decades, in July 2012, the U.S. Census Bureau's census estimate showed the population grew by 1,100 residents, a 0.2% increase from the previous year.[145]

Gentrification[image: External link] has also increased since the 2000 census, primarily in East Baltimore, downtown, and Central Baltimore.[146] Downtown Baltimore and its surrounding neighborhoods are seeing a resurgence of young professionals and immigrants, mirroring major cities across the country.[145]

After New York City[image: External link], Baltimore was the second city in the United States to reach a population of 100,000.[147][148] From the 1830 through 1850 U.S. censuses, Baltimore was the second most-populous city,[148][149] before being surpassed by Philadelphia in 1860.[150] It was among the top 10 cities in population in the United States in every census up to the 1980 census,[151] and after World War II had a population of nearly a million.
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 Characteristics




Further information: Ethnic groups in Baltimore[image: External link]




	
Population by Race in Baltimore Maryland (2010)





	Race
	Population
	 % of Total



	Total
	620,961
	100



	African American[image: External link]
	395,781
	63



	White[image: External link]
	183,830
	29



	Asian[image: External link]
	14,548
	2



	Two or More Races[image: External link]
	12,955
	2



	Other[image: External link]
	11,303
	1



	American Indian[image: External link]
	2,270
	< 1%



	Three or more races[image: External link]
	1,402
	< 1%



	
Native Hawaiian[image: External link] Pacific Islander[image: External link]

	274
	< 1%



	Source: 2010 Census via Maryland Department of Planning[152]





According to the 2010 Census, Baltimore's population is 63.7% Black, 29.6% White, 2.3% Asian, and 0.4%, American Indian and Alaska Native. Across races, 4.2% of the population are of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin[image: External link].[143] Females made up 53.4% of the population. The median age was 35 years old, with 22.4% under 18 years old, 65.8% from 18 to 64 years old, and 11.8% 65 or older.[143]

In 2005, approximately 30,778 people (6.5%) identified as gay, lesbian, or bisexual[image: External link].[153] In 2012, same-sex marriage in Maryland[image: External link] was legalized, going into effect January 1, 2013.[154]
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 Income and housing




In 2009, the median household income was $42,241 and the median income per capita was $25,707, compared to the national median income of $53,889 per household and $28,930 per capita. In Baltimore, 23.7% of the population lived below the poverty line, compared to 13.5% nationwide.[143]

Housing in Baltimore is relatively inexpensive for large, coastal cities of its size. The median sale price for homes in Baltimore in 2012 was $95,000.[155] Despite the housing collapse, and along with the national trends, Baltimore residents still face slowly increasing rent (up 3% in the summer of 2010).[156]

The homeless[image: External link] population in Baltimore is steadily increasing; it exceeded 4,000 people in 2011. The increase in the number of young homeless people was particularly severe.[157]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Religion




A little under half (47%) of people in Baltimore report affiliating with a religion. Catholicism is the largest religious affiliation, comprising 12% percent of the population, followed by the Baptist Church (7%), then Judaism (4.3%). Around 11.4% identify with other Christian denominations.[158][159]
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 Languages




As of 2010, 91% (526,705) of Baltimore residents five years old and older spoke only English at home. Close to 4% (21,661) spoke Spanish. Other languages, such as African languages[image: External link], French, and Chinese are spoken by less than 1% of the population.[160]
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 Crime




Main article: Crime in Baltimore[image: External link]


Crime in Baltimore, generally concentrated in areas high in poverty and drug activity, has been above the national average for many years. Overall reported crime has dropped by 60% from the mid '90's to the mid 2010's, although homicide is one particular crime that has consistently stayed above the national average homicide rate. The worst years for overall crime in Baltimore were from 1993 to 1996- the worst year being 1995, where 96,243 crimes were reported, as opposed to 38,321 crimes reported in 2014; Baltimore had a population of 100,000 people less in 2014 than in 1995. Baltimore ended 2015 with 344 homicides, which was the highest homicide rate in the city's recorded history, and its homicide rate (52.5 per 100,000 people, surpassing the record set in 1993) became the second highest for cities in the United States behind St. Louis and ahead of Detroit. To put that in perspective, New York City, a city with a 2015 population of 8,491,079 recorded a total of 339 homicides in 2015. Baltimore is a city with a 2015 population of 621,849; which means that Baltimore had a homicide rate 14 times higher than that of New York City in 2015. If New York City had Baltimore's homicide rate, then New York City would have had 4,814 homicides in 2015 alone. Of Baltimore's 344 homicides in 2015, 321 or 93.3% of the victims were African-American (in a city in which the African-American demographic is 60% of the population).[citation needed[image: External link]] Chicago, which is a city that saw 762 homicides in 2016 compared to Baltimore's 318 still had a homicide rate half that (27.2) of Baltimore's, because Chicago has a population 4 times greater than Baltimore's.[citation needed[image: External link]] Drug use and deaths by drug use (particularly drugs used intravenously, such as heroin) has been another problem that has crippled Baltimore for decades. For cities greater than 400,000, Baltimore ranked 2nd in its opiate drug death rate in the United States behind Dayton, Ohio. The DEA reported that a staggering 10% of Baltimore's population- about 64,000 people- are addicted to heroin.[161][162][163][164][165]

In 2011, Baltimore police reported 196 homicides, the lowest number of slayings in the city since a count of 197 homicides in 1978 and far lower than the peak homicide count of 353 slayings in 1993. City leaders at the time credited a sustained focus on repeat violent offenders and increased community engagement for the continued drop, reflecting a nationwide decline in crime.[166][167]

On August 8, 2014, Baltimore's new youth curfew law went into effect. It prohibits unaccompanied children under age 14 from being on the streets after 9 p.m. and those aged 14–16 from being out after 10 p.m. during the week and 11 p.m. on weekends and during the summer. The goal is to keep children out of dangerous places and reduce crime.[168]

Crime in Baltimore reached another peak in 2015 when the year's tally of 344 homicides was second only to the record 353 in 1993, when Baltimore had about 100,000 more residents. The killings in 2015 were on pace with recent years in the early months of 2015 but skyrocketed after the unrest and rioting of late April. In five of the next eight months, killings topped 30 or 40 a month. Nearly 90 percent of 2015's homicides were the result of shootings, renewing calls for new gun laws. Counting nonfatal shootings, gun violence was up more than 75 percent compared to 2014, with more than 900 people shot.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 2016, according to annual crime statistics released by the Baltimore Police Department, there were 318 murders in the city.[169] This total marked a 7.56 percent decline in homicides from 2015.











[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Economy




Once a predominantly industrial town, with an economic base focused on steel processing, shipping, auto manufacturing (General Motors Baltimore Assembly[image: External link]), and transportation, the city experienced deindustrialization[image: External link] which cost residents tens of thousands of low-skill, high-wage jobs.[170] The city now relies on a low-wage service economy[image: External link], which accounts for 31% of jobs in the city.[171][172] Around the turn of the century, Baltimore was the leading US manufacturer of rye whiskey[image: External link] and straw hats[image: External link]. It also led in refining of crude oil, brought to the city by pipeline from Pennsylvania.[173]

As of March 2015 the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics calculates Baltimore's unemployment rate at 8.1%[174] while one quarter of Baltimore residents (and 37% of Baltimore children) live in poverty.[175] The 2012 closure of a major steel plant at Sparrows Point is expected to have a further impact on employment and the local economy.[176] The Census Bureau reported in 2013 that 207,000 workers commute into Baltimore city each day.[177] Downtown Baltimore[image: External link] is the primary economic asset within Baltimore City and the region with 29.1 million square feet of office space. The tech sector is rapidly growing as the Baltimore metro ranks 8th in the CBRE Tech Talent Report among 50 U.S. metro areas for high growth rate and number of tech professionals.[178] Forbes ranked Baltimore fourth among America's "new tech hot spots".[179]

The city is home to the Johns Hopkins Hospital. Other large companies in Baltimore[image: External link] include Under Armour[image: External link],[180] Cordish Company[image: External link],[181] Legg Mason[image: External link], McCormick & Company[image: External link], T. Rowe Price[image: External link], and Royal Farms[image: External link].[182] A sugar refinery[image: External link] owned by American Sugar Refining[image: External link] is one of Baltimore's cultural icons. Nonprofits based in Baltimore include Lutheran Services in America[image: External link] and Catholic Relief Services[image: External link].

Almost a quarter of the jobs in the Baltimore region were in science, technology, engineering and math as of mid 2013, in part attributed to the city's extensive undergraduate and graduate schools; maintenance and repair experts were included in this count.[183]
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 Port




The center of international commerce for the region is the World Trade Center Baltimore[image: External link]. It houses the Maryland Port Administration and U.S. headquarters for major shipping lines. Baltimore is ranked 9th for total dollar value of cargo and 13th for cargo tonnage for all U.S. ports. In 2014, total cargo moving through the port totaled 29.5 million tons, down from 30.3 million tons in 2013. The value of cargo traveling through the port in 2014 came to $52.5 billion, down from $52.6 billion in 2013. The Port of Baltimore[image: External link] generates $3 billion in annual wages and salary, as well as supporting 14,630 direct jobs and 108,000 jobs connected to port work. In 2014, the port also generated more than $300 million in taxes. It serves over 50 ocean carriers making nearly 1,800 annual visits. Among all U.S. ports, Baltimore is first in handling automobiles, light trucks, farm and construction machinery; and imported forest products, aluminum, and sugar. The port is second in coal exports. The Port of Baltimore's cruise industry, which offers year-round trips on several lines supports over 500 jobs and brings in over $90 million to Maryland's economy annually. Growth at the port continues with the Maryland Port Administration plans to turn the southern tip of the former steel mill into a marine terminal, primarily for car and truck shipments, but also for anticipated new business coming to Baltimore after the completion of the Panama Canal expansion project[image: External link].[184]
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 Tourism




Baltimore's history and attractions have allowed the city to become a strong tourist destination on the East Coast. In 2014, the city hosted 24.5 million visitors, who spent $5.2 billion.[185] The Baltimore Visitor Center, which is operated by Visit Baltimore[image: External link], is located on Light Street in the Inner Harbor[image: External link]. Much of the city's tourism centers around the Inner Harbor, with the National Aquarium[image: External link] being Maryland's top tourist destination. Baltimore Harbor's restoration has made it "a city of boats", with several historic ships and other attractions on display and open for the public to visit. The USS Constellation[image: External link], the last Civil War-era vessel afloat, is docked at the head of the Inner Harbor; the USS Torsk[image: External link], a submarine that holds the Navy's record for dives (more than 10,000); and the Coast Guard cutter Taney[image: External link], the last surviving U.S. warship that was in Pearl Harbor[image: External link] during the Japanese attack[image: External link] on December 7, 1941, and which engaged Japanese Zero aircraft during the battle.[186]

Also docked is the lightship Chesapeake, which for decades marked the entrance to Chesapeake Bay; and the Seven Foot Knoll Lighthouse, the oldest surviving screw-pile lighthouse[image: External link] on Chesapeake Bay, which once marked the mouth of the Patapsco River and the entrance to Baltimore. All of these attractions are owned and maintained by the Historic Ships in Baltimore[image: External link] organization. The Inner Harbor also is the home port of Pride of Baltimore II[image: External link], the state of Maryland's "goodwill ambassador" ship, a reconstruction of a famous Baltimore Clipper[image: External link] ship.[186]

Other popular tourist destinations throughout the city include Oriole Park at Camden Yards[image: External link], Fort McHenry[image: External link], the Mount Vernon[image: External link] and Fells Point[image: External link] neighborhoods, and museums such as the Walters Art Museum[image: External link], the Baltimore Museum of Industry[image: External link], and the B&O Railroad Museum[image: External link].
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of Baltimore[image: External link]


See also: List of people from Baltimore[image: External link], Music of Baltimore[image: External link], and List of museums in Baltimore[image: External link]


Historically a working-class port town, Baltimore has sometimes been dubbed a "city of neighborhoods", with 72 designated historic districts[187] traditionally occupied by distinct ethnic groups. Most notable today are three downtown areas along the port: the Inner Harbor, frequented by tourists due to its hotels, shops, and museums; Fells Point, once a favorite entertainment spot for sailors but now refurbished and gentrified (and featured in the movie Sleepless in Seattle[image: External link]); and Little Italy[image: External link], located between the other two, where Baltimore's Italian-American community is based – and where former U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi[image: External link] grew up. Further inland, Mount Vernon[image: External link] is the traditional center of cultural and artistic life of the city; it is home to a distinctive Washington Monument[image: External link], set atop a hill in a 19th-century urban square, that predates the more well-known monument in Washington, D.C. by several decades. Baltimore also has a significant German American[image: External link] population,[188] and was the second largest port of immigration to the United States, behind Ellis Island[image: External link] in New York and New Jersey. Between 1820 and 1989, almost 2 million who were German, Polish[image: External link], English, Irish, Russian[image: External link], Lithuanian[image: External link], French[image: External link], Ukrainian[image: External link], Czech[image: External link], Greek[image: External link] and Italian[image: External link] came to Baltimore, most between the years 1861 to 1930. By 1913, when Baltimore was averaging forty thousand immigrants per year, World War I closed off the flow of immigrants. By 1970, Baltimore's heyday as an immigration center was a distant memory. There also was a Chinatown[image: External link] dating back to at least the 1880s which consisted of no more than 400 Chinese residents. A local Chinese-American association remains based there, but only one Chinese restaurant as of 2009.

Baltimore has quite a history when it comes to making beer, an art that thrived in Baltimore from the 1800s to the 1950s with over 100 old breweries in the city's past.[189] The best remaining example of that history is the old American Brewery Building[image: External link] on North Gay Street and the National Brewing Company[image: External link] building in the Brewer's Hill[image: External link] neighborhood. In the 1940s the National Brewing Company introduced the nation's first six-pack. National's two most prominent brands, were National Bohemian Beer[image: External link] colloquially "Natty Boh" and Colt 45[image: External link]. Listed on the Pabst[image: External link] website as a "Fun Fact", Colt 45 was named after running back #45 Jerry Hill[image: External link] of the 1963 Baltimore Colts[image: External link] and not the .45 caliber handgun ammunition round[image: External link]. Both brands are still made today and served all around the Baltimore area at bars, Oriole and Ravens games. The Natty Boh logo appears on all cans, bottles, and packaging; and merchandise featuring him can still easily be found in shops in Maryland, including several in Fells Point[image: External link].

Each year the Artscape[image: External link] takes place in the city in the Bolton Hill[image: External link] neighborhood, due to its proximity to Maryland Institute College of Art. Artscape styles itself as the "largest free arts festival in America".[190] Each May, the Maryland Film Festival[image: External link] takes place in Baltimore, using all five screens of the historic Charles Theatre[image: External link] as its anchor venue. Many movies and television shows have been filmed in Baltimore. The Wire[image: External link] was set and filmed in Baltimore. House of Cards[image: External link] and Veep[image: External link] are set in Washington, D.C. but filmed in Baltimore.[191]

Baltimore has cultural museums in many areas of study. The Baltimore Museum of Art[image: External link], and the Walters Art Museum[image: External link] are internationally renowned for its collection of art. The Baltimore Museum of Art has the largest holding of works by Henri Matisse[image: External link] in the world.[192] The National Great Blacks in Wax Museum[image: External link] is the first African American wax museum in the country, featuring more than 150 life-size and lifelike wax figures.[46]
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 Cuisine




Baltimore is known for its Maryland blue crabs[image: External link], crab cake, Old Bay Seasoning[image: External link], pit beef, and the "chicken box." The city has many restaurants in or around the Inner Harbor. The most known and acclaimed are the Charleston, Woodberry Kitchen, and the Charm City Cakes[image: External link] bakery featured on the Food Network's Ace of Cakes[image: External link]. The Little Italy[image: External link] neighborhood's biggest draw is the food. Fells Point also is a foodie neighborhood for tourists and locals and is where the oldest continuously running tavern in the country, "The Horse You Came In On Saloon," is located.[193] Many of the city's upscale restaurants can be found in Harbor East[image: External link]. Five public markets are located across the city. The Baltimore Public Market System[image: External link] is the oldest continuously operating public market system in the United States.[194] Lexington Market[image: External link] is one of the longest-running markets in the world and longest running in the country, having been around since 1782. The market continues to stand at its original site. Baltimore is the last place in America where one can still find arabbers[image: External link], vendors who sell fresh fruits and vegetables from a horse-drawn cart that goes up and down neighborhood streets.[195] Food- and drink-rating site Zagat ranked Baltimore second in a list of the 17 best food cities in the country in 2015.[196]
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 Local dialect




Main article: Baltimore dialect[image: External link]


One thing visitors quickly notice is that some locals refer to their city as "Balmer", dropping the "t". The traditional local accent, particular to some working-class areas of the city, has long been noted and celebrated as "Baltimorese" or "Bawlmorese". While in other parts of the city, locals refer to their city as "Baldamore". Baltimore's dialect is a member of the Atlantic midland English dialect group, and shares many characteristics with Philadelphia[image: External link]'s, such as the addition of an "eh" sound before a long "o". Its influence distinguishes Baltimore, especially with words containing "oi" flattened into an "aw" sound.[197] The Baltimore accent, however is noted for sounding more southern than Philadelphia's. Glide deletion in the accent is present, with the long "i" sound being flattened to "ah" among certain speakers before voiced, liquid and nasal consonants. Due to its combination of rhoticity[image: External link] and glide[image: External link] deletion, the word "iron" is pronounced somewhat like "arn" and the word "fire" like "far".[citation needed[image: External link]]

Baltimore native John Waters[image: External link] parodies the city and its dialect extensively in his films. Most of them are filmed and/or set in Baltimore, including the 1972 cult classic Pink Flamingos[image: External link], as well as Hairspray[image: External link] and its Broadway musical remake[image: External link].

See also: List of films shot in Baltimore[image: External link]
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 Performing arts




Baltimore has three state-designated arts and entertainment (A & E) districts. The Station North Arts and Entertainment District[image: External link], Highlandtown Arts District[image: External link], and the Bromo Arts & Entertainment District. The Baltimore Office of Promotion & The Arts, a non-profit organization, produces events and arts programs as well as manages several facilities. It is the official Baltimore City Arts Council. BOPA coordinates Baltimore's major events including New Year's Eve and July 4 celebrations at the Inner Harbor, Artscape[image: External link] which is America's largest free arts festival, Baltimore Book Festival, Baltimore Farmers' Market & Bazaar, School 33 Art Center's Open Studio Tour and the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Parade.[198]

The Baltimore Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] is an internationally renowned orchestra, founded in 1916 as a publicly funded municipal organization. The current Music Director is Marin Alsop[image: External link], a protégé of Leonard Bernstein[image: External link]. Centerstage[image: External link] is the premier theater company in the city and a regionally well-respected group. The Lyric Opera House[image: External link] is the home of Lyric Opera Baltimore[image: External link], which operates there as part of the Patricia and Arthur Modell Performing Arts Center. The Baltimore Consort[image: External link] has been a leading early music ensemble for over twenty-five years. The France-Merrick Performing Arts Center, home of the restored Thomas W. Lamb[image: External link]-designed Hippodrome Theatre[image: External link], has afforded Baltimore the opportunity to become a major regional player in the area of touring Broadway and other performing arts presentations. Renovating Baltimore's historic theatres have become widespread throughout the city such as the Everyman[image: External link], Centre, Senator[image: External link] and most recent Parkway[image: External link] theatre. Other buildings have been reused such as the former Mercantile Deposit and Trust[image: External link] Company bank building. It is now the Chesapeake Shakespeare Company Theater.

Baltimore also boasts a wide array of professional (non-touring) and community theater groups. Aside from Center Stage, resident troupes in the city include Everyman Theatre[image: External link], Single Carrot Theatre, and Baltimore Theatre Festival. Community theaters in the city include Fells Point Community Theatre and the Arena Players Inc.[image: External link], which is the nation's oldest continuously operating African American community theater.[199] In 2009, the Baltimore Rock Opera Society[image: External link], an all-volunteer theatrical company, launched its first production.[200]

Baltimore is home to the Pride of Baltimore Chorus[image: External link], a three-time international silver medalist women's chorus, affiliated with Sweet Adelines International[image: External link]. The Maryland State Boychoir[image: External link] is located in the northeastern Baltimore neighborhood of Mayfield.

Baltimore is the home of non-profit chamber music[image: External link] organization Vivre Musicale. VM won a 2011–2012 award for Adventurous Programming from the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers[image: External link] and Chamber Music America[image: External link].[201]

The Peabody Institute[image: External link], located in the Mount Vernon neighborhood, is the oldest conservatory of music in the United States.[202] Established in 1857, it is one of the most prestigious in the world,[202] along with Juilliard[image: External link], Eastman[image: External link], and the Curtis Institute[image: External link]. The Morgan State University[image: External link] Choir is also one of the nation's most prestigious university choral ensembles.[203] The city is home to the Baltimore School for the Arts[image: External link], a public high school in the Mount Vernon neighborhood of Baltimore. The institution is nationally recognized for its success in preparation for students entering music (vocal/instrumental), theatre (acting/theater production), dance, and visual arts.
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 Sports




Main article: Sports in Baltimore[image: External link]
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 Baseball




Further information: List of World Series champions[image: External link] and American League Championship Series[image: External link]


Baltimore has a long and storied baseball history, including its distinction as the birthplace of Babe Ruth[image: External link] in 1895. The original 19th century Baltimore Orioles[image: External link] were one of the most successful early franchises, featuring numerous hall of famers during its years from 1882 to 1899. As one of the eight inaugural American League franchises, the Baltimore Orioles played in the AL during the 1901 and 1902 seasons. The team moved to New York City before the 1903 season and was renamed the New York Highlanders, which later became the New York Yankees. Ruth played for the minor league Baltimore Orioles[image: External link] team, which was active from 1903 to 1914. After playing one season in 1915 as the Richmond Climbers, the team returned the following year to Baltimore, where it played as the Orioles until 1953.[204]

The team currently known as the Baltimore Orioles[image: External link] has represented Major League Baseball locally since 1954 when the St. Louis Browns moved to the city of Baltimore. The Orioles advanced to the World Series in 1966, 1969, 1970, 1971, 1979 and 1983, winning three times (1966, 1970 and 1983), while making the playoffs all but one year (1972) from 1969 through 1974.

In 1995, local player (and later Hall of Famer) Cal Ripken, Jr.[image: External link] broke Lou Gehrig[image: External link]'s streak of 2,130 consecutive games played, for which Ripken was named Sportsman of the Year[image: External link] by Sports Illustrated[image: External link] magazine.[citation needed[image: External link]] Six former Orioles players, including Ripken (2007), and two of the team's managers have been inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame[image: External link].
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 Football




Further information: History of the Baltimore Colts[image: External link] and History of the Baltimore Ravens[image: External link]


Prior to an NFL team moving to Baltimore, there had been several attempts at a professional football team prior to the 1950s. Most were minor league or semi-professional[image: External link] teams. The first major league to base a team in Baltimore was the All-America Football Conference[image: External link] (AAFC), which had a team named the Baltimore Colts[image: External link]. The AAFC Colts played for three seasons in the AAFC (1947, 1948, and 1949), and when the AAFC folded following the 1949 season, moved to the NFL for a single year (1950) before going bankrupt. Three years later, the NFL's Dallas Texans[image: External link] would itself fold, and its assets and player contracts purchased by an ownership team headed by Baltimore businessman Carroll Rosenbloom[image: External link], who moved the team to Baltimore, establishing a new team also named the Baltimore Colts[image: External link]. During the 1950s and 1960s, the Colts were one of the NFLs more successful franchises, led by NFL Hall of Fame[image: External link] quarterback Johnny Unitas[image: External link] who set a then-record of 47 consecutive games with a touchdown pass. The Colts advanced to the NFL Championship[image: External link] twice (1958 & 1959) and Super Bowl[image: External link] twice (1969 & 1971), winning all except Super Bowl III in 1969. After the 1983 season, the team left Baltimore for Indianapolis in 1984[image: External link], where it became the Indianapolis Colts[image: External link].

The NFL returned to Baltimore when the former Cleveland Browns[image: External link] moved to Baltimore to become the Baltimore Ravens[image: External link] in 1996. Since then, the Ravens won a Super Bowl championship in 2000[image: External link] and 2012[image: External link], four AFC North[image: External link] division championships (2003, 2006, 2011 and 2012), and appeared in four AFC Championship Games[image: External link] (2000, 2008, 2011 and 2012).
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 Other teams and events




The first professional sports organization in the United States, The Maryland Jockey Club[image: External link], was formed in Baltimore in 1743. Preakness Stakes[image: External link], the second race in the United States Triple Crown of Thoroughbred Racing[image: External link], has been held every May at Pimlico Race Course[image: External link] in Baltimore since 1873.

College lacrosse is a popular sport in the spring, as the Johns Hopkins Blue Jays men's lacrosse team has won 44 national championships, the most of any program in history. In addition, Loyola University won its first men's NCAA lacrosse championship in 2012.

The Baltimore Blast[image: External link] are a professional arena soccer team that play in the Major Arena Soccer League[image: External link] at the Royal Farms Arena[image: External link]. The Blast have won 8 championships in various leagues, including the MASL. A previous entity of the Blast[image: External link] played in the Major Indoor Soccer League[image: External link] from 1980 to 1992, winning 1 championship.

The Baltimore Blues[image: External link] are a semi-professional rugby league[image: External link] club which began competition in the USA Rugby League[image: External link] in 2012.[205] The Baltimore Bohemians[image: External link] are an American soccer club[image: External link]. They compete in the USL Premier Development League[image: External link], the fourth tier of the American Soccer Pyramid[image: External link]. Their inaugural season started in the spring of 2012.

The Baltimore Grand Prix[image: External link] debuted along the streets of the Inner Harbor section of the city's downtown on September 2–4, 2011. The event played host to the American Le Mans Series[image: External link] on Saturday and the IndyCar Series[image: External link] on Sunday. Support races from smaller series were also held, including Indy Lights[image: External link]. After three consecutive years, on September 13, 2013, it was announced that the event would not be held in 2014 or 2015 due to scheduling conflicts.[206]

The athletic equipment company, Under Armour[image: External link] is also based out of Baltimore. Founded in 1996 by Kevin Plank[image: External link], a University of Maryland[image: External link] alumnus, the company's headquarters are located in Tide Point, adjacent to Fort McHenry[image: External link] and the Domino Sugar[image: External link] factory. The Baltimore Marathon[image: External link] is the flagship race of several races. The marathon begins at the Camden Yards sports complex and travels through many diverse neighborhoods of Baltimore, including the scenic Inner Harbor waterfront area, historic Federal Hill, Fells Point, and Canton, Baltimore. The race then proceeds to other important focal points of the city such as Patterson Park, Clifton Park, Lake Montebello, the Charles Village neighborhood and the western edge of downtown. After winding through 42.195 kilometres (26.219 mi) of Baltimore, the race ends at virtually the same point at which it starts.
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 Parks and recreation




The City of Baltimore boasts over 4,900 acres (1,983 ha) of parkland.[207] The Baltimore City Department of Recreation and Parks manages the majority of parks and recreational facilities in the city including Patterson Park[image: External link], Federal Hill Park[image: External link], and Druid Hill Park[image: External link].[208] The city is also home to Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine[image: External link], a coastal star-shaped fort best known for its role in the War of 1812. As of 2015, The Trust for Public Land[image: External link], a national land conservation organization, ranks Baltimore 40th among the 75 largest U.S. cities.[207]
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 Government




Baltimore is an independent city[image: External link], and not part of any county[image: External link]. For most governmental purposes under Maryland law, Baltimore City is treated as a county-level entity. The United States Census Bureau[image: External link] uses counties as the basic unit for presentation of statistical information in the United States, and treats Baltimore as a county equivalent for those purposes.

Baltimore has been a Democratic[image: External link] stronghold for over 150 years, with Democrats dominating every level of government. In virtually all elections, the Democratic primary is the real contest.[209] No Republican has won election to the city council since 1939 and no Republican has won citywide since 1963.[citation needed[image: External link]] The city hosted the first six Democratic National Conventions[image: External link], from 1832 through 1852, and hosted the DNC again in 1860[image: External link], 1872[image: External link], and 1912[image: External link].[210][211]
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 City government
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 Mayor





	For a full list of mayors, see List of Baltimore Mayors[image: External link].



Sheila Dixon[image: External link] became the first female mayor of Baltimore on January 17, 2007. As the former City Council President, she assumed the office of Mayor when former Mayor Martin O'Malley[image: External link] took office as Governor of Maryland.[212] On November 6, 2007, Dixon won the Baltimore mayoral election[image: External link]. Mayor Dixon's administration ended less than three years after her election, the result of a criminal investigation that began in 2006 while she was still City Council President. She was convicted on a single misdemeanor charge of embezzlement[image: External link] on December 1, 2009. A month later, Dixon made an Alford plea[image: External link] to a perjury[image: External link] charge and agreed to resign from office; Maryland, like most states, does not allow convicted felons to hold office.[213][214]

Stephanie Rawlings-Blake[image: External link], who was City Council President at that time, assumed the office of Mayor on February 4, 2010, when Dixon's resignation became effective.[215] She was elected to a full term in 2011, receiving 84% of the vote.[216]

Catherine Pugh[image: External link], who had lost in a primary contest with Rawlings-Blake in 2011, became the Democratic nominee for 2016 and won the mayoral election in 2016 with 57.1% of the vote; Pugh took office as mayor on December 6, 2016.[217]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Baltimore City Council




Grassroots pressure for reform, voiced as Question P[image: External link], restructured the city council in November 2002, against the will of the mayor, the council president, and the majority of the council. A coalition of union and community groups, organized by the Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now[image: External link] (ACORN), backed the effort.[218]

The Baltimore City Council[image: External link] is now made up of 14 single-member districts and one elected at-large council president. Bernard C. "Jack" Young has been the council president since February 2010, when he was unanimously elected by the other council members to replace Stephanie Rawlings-Blake, who had become mayor.[219] Edward Reisinger, the 10th district representative, is the council's current vice president.[220]
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 Law enforcement




The Baltimore City Police Department[image: External link], founded 1784 as a "Night City Watch" and day Constables system and later reorganized as a City Department in 1853, with a following reorganization under State of Maryland supervision in 1859, with appointments made by the Governor of Maryland[image: External link] after a disturbing period of civic and elections violence with riots in the later part of the decade, is the current primary law enforcement agency serving the citizens of the City of Baltimore. Campus and building security for the city's public schools[image: External link] is provided by the Baltimore City Public Schools Police, established in the 1970s.

The Maryland Transportation Authority Police[image: External link] under the Maryland Department of Transportation[image: External link], (originally established as the Baltimore Harbor Tunnel Police" when opened in 1957) is the primary law enforcement agency on the Fort McHenry Tunnel Thruway (Interstate 95), the Baltimore Harbor Tunnel Thruway[image: External link] (Interstate 895), which go under the Northwest Branch of the Patapsco River[image: External link], and Interstate 395[image: External link], which has three ramp bridges crossing the Middle Branch of the Patapsco River[image: External link] which are under MdTA[image: External link] jurisdiction, the Baltimore-Washington International Airport[image: External link], (BWI) and have limited concurrent jurisdiction with the Baltimore City Police Department[image: External link] under a "memorandum of understanding[image: External link]".

Law enforcement on the fleet of transit buses and transit rail systems serving Baltimore is the responsibility of the Maryland Transit Administration Police[image: External link], which is part of the Maryland Transit Administration of the state Department of Transportation[image: External link]. The MTA Police also share jurisdiction authority with the Baltimore City Police, governed by a memorandum of understanding.[221]

As the enforcement arm of the Baltimore circuit and district court system, the Baltimore City Sheriff's Office[image: External link], created by state constitutional amendment in 1844, is responsible for the security of city courthouses and property, service of court-ordered writs, protective and peace orders, warrants, tax levies, prisoner transportation and traffic enforcement. Deputy Sheriffs are sworn law enforcement officials, with full arrest authority granted by the constitution of Maryland, the Maryland Police and Correctional Training Commission[image: External link] and the Sheriff of the City of Baltimore.[222]

The United States Coast Guard[image: External link], operating out of their shipyard and facility (since 1899) at Arundel Cove on Curtis Creek[image: External link], (off Pennington Avenue extending to Hawkins Point Road/Fort Smallwood Road) in the Curtis Bay[image: External link] section of southern Baltimore City and adjacent northern Anne Arundel County[image: External link]. The U.S.C.G. also operates and maintains a presence on Baltimore and Maryland waterways in the Patapsco River[image: External link] and Chesapeake Bay[image: External link]. "Sector Baltimore" is responsible for commanding law enforcement and search & rescue units as well as aids to navigation.
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 Baltimore City Fire Department




Main article: Baltimore City Fire Department[image: External link]


The city of Baltimore is protected by the over 1,800 professional firefighters of the Baltimore City Fire Department (BCFD), which was founded in December 1858 and began operating the following year. Replacing several warring independent volunteer companies since the 1770s and the confusion resulting from a riot[image: External link] involving the " Know-Nothing[image: External link]" political party two years before, the establishment of a unified professional fire fighting force was a major advance in urban governance. The BCFD operates out of 37 fire stations located throughout the city and has a long history and sets of traditions in its various houses and divisions.
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 State government




See also: Baltimore City Delegation[image: External link]


Since the legislative redistricting[image: External link] in 2002, Baltimore has had six legislative districts located entirely within its boundaries, giving the city six seats in the 47-member Maryland Senate[image: External link] and 18 in the 141-member Maryland House of Delegates[image: External link].[223][224] During the previous 10-year period, Baltimore had four legislative districts within the city limits, but four others overlapped the Baltimore County line.[225] As of January 2011, all of Baltimore's state senators and delegates were Democrats.[223] Approval of the next redistricting plan is expected to become effective in time for Maryland's 2012 congressional primary election on February 14, 2012.[226]
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 State agencies




See also: List of state agencies headquartered in Baltimore[image: External link]
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 Federal government




Further information: Maryland's 2nd congressional district[image: External link], Maryland's 3rd congressional district[image: External link], and Maryland's 7th congressional district[image: External link]


See also: United States Senate election in Maryland, 2006[image: External link]


Three of the state's eight congressional districts[image: External link] include portions of Baltimore: the 2nd[image: External link], represented by Dutch Ruppersberger[image: External link]; the 3rd[image: External link], represented by John Sarbanes[image: External link]; and the 7th[image: External link], represented by Elijah Cummings[image: External link]. All three are Democrats; a Republican[image: External link] has not represented a significant portion of Baltimore in Congress since John Boynton Philip Clayton Hill[image: External link] represented the 3rd District in 1927, and has not represented any of Baltimore since the Eastern Shore[image: External link]-based 1st District lost its share of Baltimore after the 2000 census; it was represented by Republican Wayne Gilchrest[image: External link] at the time.

Both of Maryland's senators[image: External link], Ben Cardin[image: External link] and Barbara Mikulski[image: External link], are from Baltimore. The last three people to represent Maryland in the Senate represented the 3rd District before being elected to the Senate. Paul Sarbanes[image: External link] represented the 3rd from 1971 until 1977, when he was elected to the first of five terms in the Senate. Sarbanes was succeeded by Mikulski, who represented the 3rd from 1977 to 1987. Mikulski was succeeded by Cardin, who held the seat until handing it to John Sarbanes upon his election to the Senate in 2007.[227]

The Postal Service[image: External link]'s Baltimore Main Post Office is located at 900 East Fayette Street in the Jonestown[image: External link] area.[228]

The national headquarters for the United States Social Security Administration[image: External link] is located in Woodlawn, just outside of Baltimore.
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 Education




See also: List of high schools in Maryland[image: External link]
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 Colleges and universities




Baltimore is the home of numerous places of higher learning, both public and private. 100,000 college students from around the country attend Baltimore City's 12 accredited two-year or four-year colleges and universities.[229][230] Among them are:
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 Private





	The Johns Hopkins University[image: External link]

	Baltimore International College[image: External link]

	Loyola University Maryland[image: External link]

	Maryland Institute College of Art[image: External link]

	St. Mary's Seminary and University[image: External link]

	Notre Dame of Maryland University[image: External link]

	The Peabody Institute[image: External link] of Johns Hopkins University

	Sojourner–Douglass College[image: External link]

	
Stratford University[image: External link] (Baltimore campus)
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 Public





	Baltimore City Community College[image: External link]

	Coppin State University[image: External link]

	Morgan State University[image: External link]

	University of Baltimore[image: External link]

	University of Maryland, Baltimore[image: External link]
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 Primary and secondary schools




The city's public schools are managed by Baltimore City Public Schools[image: External link] and include schools that have been well known in the area: Carver Vocational-Technical High School[image: External link], the first African American vocational high school and center that was established in the state of Maryland; Digital Harbor High School[image: External link], one of the secondary schools that emphasizes information technology[image: External link]; Lake Clifton Eastern High School[image: External link], which is the largest school campus in Baltimore City of physical size; the historic Frederick Douglass High School[image: External link], which is the second oldest African American high school in the United States;[232] Baltimore City College[image: External link], the third oldest public high school in the country;[233] and Western High School[image: External link], the oldest public all-girls school in the nation.[234] Baltimore City College (also known as "City") and Baltimore Polytechnic Institute[image: External link] (also known as "Poly") share the nation's second-oldest high school football rivalry[image: External link].[235]

See also: List of private and parochial schools in Baltimore[image: External link]
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 Transportation
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 Roads and highways




The Interstate highways[image: External link] serving Baltimore are I-70[image: External link], I-83[image: External link] (the Jones Falls Expressway), I-95[image: External link] (the John F. Kennedy Memorial Highway north of the city), I-395[image: External link], I-695[image: External link] (the Baltimore Beltway), I-795[image: External link] (the Northwest Expressway), I-895[image: External link] (the Harbor Tunnel Thruway), and I-97[image: External link]. The city's mainline Interstate highways—I-95, I-83, and I-70—do not directly connect to each other, and in the case of I-70 end at a park and ride lot just inside the city limits, because of freeway revolts[image: External link] in Baltimore. These revolts were led primarily by Barbara Mikulski[image: External link], a former United States senator[image: External link] for Maryland, which resulted in the abandonment of the original plan. There are two tunnels traversing Baltimore Harbor within the city limits: the four-bore Fort McHenry Tunnel[image: External link] (serving I-95[image: External link]) and the two-bore Harbor Tunnel[image: External link] (serving I-895). The Baltimore Beltway crosses south of Baltimore Harbor over the Francis Scott Key Bridge[image: External link].

The only U.S. Highways[image: External link] in the city are US 1[image: External link], which bypasses downtown, and US 40[image: External link], which crosses downtown from east to west. Both run along major surface streets; however, US 40 utilizes a small section of a freeway cancelled in the 1970s in the west side of the city originally intended for Interstate 170[image: External link]. State routes in the city also travel along surface streets, with the exception of Maryland Route 295[image: External link], which carries the Baltimore–Washington Parkway[image: External link].

The Baltimore City Department of Transportation (BCDOT) is responsible for several functions of the road transportation system in Baltimore, including repairing roads, sidewalks, and alleys; road signs; street lights; and managing the flow of transportation systems.[236] In addition, the agency is in charge of vehicle towing and traffic cameras[image: External link].[237][238] BCDOT maintains all streets within the city of Baltimore. These include all streets that are marked as state and U.S. highways as well as the portions of I-83 and I-70 within the city limits. The only highways within the city that are not maintained by BCDOT are I-95, I-395, I-695, and I-895; those four highways are maintained by the Maryland Transportation Authority.[239]
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 Transit systems





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Public transit




Public transit in Baltimore is mostly provided by the Maryland Transit Administration[image: External link] (abbreviated "MTA Maryland") and Charm City Circulator[image: External link]. MTA Maryland operates a comprehensive bus[image: External link] network, including many local, express, and commuter buses, a light rail network[image: External link] connecting Hunt Valley[image: External link] in the north to BWI Airport and Cromwell[image: External link] (Glen Burnie[image: External link]) in the south, and a subway line[image: External link] between Owings Mills[image: External link] and Johns Hopkins Hospital.[240] A proposed rail line, known as the Red Line[image: External link], which would link the Social Security Administration to Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Center[image: External link] and perhaps the Canton[image: External link] and Dundalk[image: External link] communities, was cancelled as of June 2015 by Governor Larry Hogan[image: External link]; a proposal to extend Baltimore's existing subway line to Morgan State University, known as the Green Line[image: External link], is in the planning stages.[241]

The Charm City Circulator (CCC), a shuttle bus service[image: External link] operated by Veolia Transportation for the Baltimore Department of Transportation, began operating in the downtown area in January 2010. Funded partly by a 16 percent increase in the city's parking fees, the circulator provides free bus service seven days a week, picking up passengers every 15 minutes at designated stops during service hours.[242][243]

The CCC's first bus line, the Orange route, travels between Hollins Market and Harbor East. Its Purple route, launched June 7, 2010, operates between Penn Station and Federal Hill. The Green route runs between Johns Hopkins and City Hall.[243][244] The Charm City Circulator operates a fleet of diesel and hybrid vehicles built by DesignLine, Orion, and Van Hool.[242]

Baltimore also has a water taxi[image: External link] service, operated by Baltimore Water Taxi[image: External link]. The water taxi's six routes provide service throughout the city's harbor, and was purchased by Under Armour[image: External link] CEO Kevin Plank[image: External link]'s Sagamore Ventures in 2016.[245]
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 Intercity rail




Baltimore is a top destination for Amtrak[image: External link] along the Northeast Corridor[image: External link]. Baltimore's Penn Station[image: External link] is one of the busiest in the country. In FY 2014, Penn Station was ranked the seventh-busiest[image: External link] rail station in the United States[image: External link] by number of passengers served each year.[246] The building sits on a raised "island" of sorts between two open trenches, one for the Jones Falls Expressway and the other for the tracks of the Northeast Corridor (NEC). The NEC approaches from the south through the two-track, 7,660-foot Baltimore and Potomac Tunnel[image: External link], which opened in 1873 and whose 30 mph limit, sharp curves, and steep grades make it one of the NEC's worst bottlenecks. The NEC's northern approach is the 1873 Union Tunnel[image: External link], which has one single-track[image: External link] bore and one double-track[image: External link] bore.

Just outside the city, Baltimore/Washington International (BWI) Thurgood Marshall Airport Rail Station[image: External link] is another popular stop. Amtrak's Acela Express[image: External link], Palmetto[image: External link], Carolinian[image: External link], Silver Star[image: External link], Silver Meteor[image: External link], Vermonter[image: External link], Crescent[image: External link], and Northeast Regional[image: External link] trains are the scheduled passenger train services that stop in the city. Additionally, MARC[image: External link] commuter rail service connects the city's two main intercity rail stations, Camden Station and Penn Station, with Washington, D.C.'s Union Station[image: External link] as well as stops in between. The MARC consists of 3 lines; the Brunswick, Camden and Penn. On December 7, 2013 the Penn Line began weekend service.[247]
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 Airports




Baltimore is served by two airports, both operated by the Maryland Aviation Administration, which is part of the Maryland Department of Transportation[image: External link].[248] Baltimore–Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport[image: External link], generally known as "BWI," lies about 10 miles (16 km) to the south of Baltimore in neighboring Anne Arundel County[image: External link]. The airport is named after Thurgood Marshall[image: External link], a Baltimore native who was the first African American[image: External link] to serve on the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link]. In terms of passenger traffic, BWI is the 22nd busiest airport in the United States.[249] As of calendar year 2014, BWI is the largest, by passenger count, of three major airports serving the Baltimore–Washington Metropolitan Area[image: External link]. It is accessible by I-95 and the Baltimore–Washington Parkway via Interstate 195[image: External link], the Baltimore Light Rail[image: External link], and Amtrak and MARC Train at BWI Rail Station[image: External link].

Baltimore is also served by Martin State Airport[image: External link], a general aviation[image: External link] facility, to the northeast in Baltimore County. Martin State Airport is linked to downtown Baltimore[image: External link] by Maryland Route 150[image: External link] (Eastern Avenue) and by MARC Train at its own station[image: External link].
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 Pedestrians and bicycles




Baltimore has a comprehensive system of bicycle routes in the city. These routes are not numbered, but are typically denoted with green signs sporting a silhouette of a bicycle upon an outline of the city's border, and denote the distance to destinations, much like bicycle routes in the rest of the state. The roads carrying bicycle routes are also labelled with either bike lanes, sharrows, or Share the Road signs. Many of these routes pass through the downtown area. The network of bicycle lanes in the city continues to expand, with over 140 miles added between 2006 and 2014.[250] Alongside bike lanes, Baltimore has also built bike boulevards[image: External link], starting with Guilford Avenue in 2012.

Baltimore currently has three major trail systems within the city. The Gwynns Falls Trail[image: External link] runs from the Inner Harbor to the I-70 Park and Ride, passing through Gwynns Falls Park[image: External link] and possessing numerous branches. There are also many pedestrian hiking trails traversing the park. The Jones Falls Trail[image: External link] currently runs from the Inner Harbor to the Cylburn Arboretum; however, it is currently undergoing expansion. Long term plans call for it to extend to the Mount Washington Light Rail Stop[image: External link], and possibly as far north as the Falls Road stop to connect to the Robert E. Lee boardwalk north of the city. It will also incorporate a spur alongside Western Run. The two aforementioned trails carry sections of the East Coast Greenway[image: External link] through the city. There is also the Herring Run Trail, which runs from Harford Road[image: External link] east to its end beyond Sinclair Lane, utilizing Herring Run Park; long term plans also call for its extension to Morgan State University and north to points beyond. Other major bicycle projects include a protected cycle track installed on both Maryland Avenue and Mount Royal Avenue, expected to become the backbone of a downtown bicycle network. Installation for the cycletracks is expected in 2014 and 2016, respectively.

In addition to the bicycle trails and cycletracks, Baltimore has the Stony Run Trail, a walking path that will eventually connect from the Jones Falls north to Northern Parkway, utilizing much of the old Ma and Pa Railroad corridor inside the city. In 2011, the city undertook a campaign to reconstruct many sidewalk ramps in the city, coinciding with mass resurfacing of the city's streets. A 2011 study by Walk Score[image: External link] ranked Baltimore the 14th most walkable of fifty largest U.S. cities.[251]
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 Port of Baltimore




Main article: Helen Delich Bentley Port of Baltimore[image: External link]


The port was founded in 1706, preceding the founding of Baltimore. The Maryland colonial legislature made the area near Locust Point[image: External link] as the port of entry[image: External link] for the tobacco[image: External link] trade with England. Fells Point, the deepest point in the natural harbor, soon became the colony's main ship building center, later on becoming leader in the construction of clipper ships[image: External link].[252]

After Baltimore's founding, mills were built behind the wharves. The California Gold Rush[image: External link] led to many orders for fast vessels; many overland pioneers also relied upon canned goods from Baltimore. After the Civil War, a coffee ship was designed here for trade with Brazil[image: External link]. At the end of the nineteenth century, European ship lines had terminals for immigrants. The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad made the port a major transshipment[image: External link] point.[253]:17,75 Currently the port has major roll-on/roll-off[image: External link] facilities, as well as bulk facilities, especially steel handling.[254]

Water taxis[image: External link] also operate in the Inner Harbor. Governor Ehrlich participated in naming the port after Helen Delich Bentley[image: External link] during the 300th anniversary of the port.[255]

In 2007, Duke Realty Corporation began a new development near the Port of Baltimore, named the Chesapeake Commerce Center. This new industrial park is located on the site of a former General Motors plant. The total project comprises 184 acres (0.74 km2) in eastern Baltimore City, and the site will yield 2,800,000 square feet (260,000 m2) of warehouse/distribution and office space. Chesapeake Commerce Center has direct access to two major Interstate highways ( I-95[image: External link] and I-895[image: External link]) and is located adjacent to two of the major Port of Baltimore terminals. The Port of Baltimore is one of two seaports on the U.S. East Coast with a 50-foot (15 m) dredge to accommodate the largest shipping vessels.[256]

Along with cargo terminals, the port also has a passenger cruise terminal, which offers year-round trips on several lines, including Royal Caribbean's Grandeur of the Seas and Carnival's Pride. Overall five cruise lines have operated out of the port to the Bahamas and the Caribbean, while some ships traveled to New England and Canada. The terminal has become a popular embarkation point where passengers have the rare opportunity to park and board next to the ship visible from Interstate 95.[257] Passengers from Pennsylvania, New York and New Jersey make up a third of the volume, with travelers from Maryland, Virginia, the District and even Ohio and the Carolinas making up the rest.[258]
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 Environment




Baltimore's Inner Harbor, known for its skyline waterscape and its tourist-friendly areas, was horribly polluted. The waterway was often filled with garbage after heavy rainstorms, failing its 2014 water quality report card. The Waterfront Partnership of Baltimore took steps to remediate the waterways, in hopes that the harbor would be fishable and swimmable once again.
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 Trash interceptors




Main article: Trash interceptor § Baltimore's Mr. Trash Wheel[image: External link]


Installed in May 2014, the water wheel trash interceptor known as Mr. Trash Wheel sits at the mouth of the Jones Falls[image: External link] River in Baltimore's Inner Harbor. A February 2015 agreement with a local waste-to-energy plant is believed to make Baltimore the first city to use reclaimed waterway debris to generate electricity.[259]

Mr. Trash Wheel is the world's first permanent water wheel trash interceptor to clean up the city's polluted Inner Harbor.[260] The Jones Falls river watershed drains fifty-eight square miles of land outside of Baltimore and is a significant source of trash that enters the harbor. Garbage collected by Mr. Trash Wheel could come from anywhere in the Jones Falls Watershed area.[261] The wheel moves continuously, removing garbage and dumping it into an attached dumpster using only hydro and solar renewable power to keep its wheel turning. It has the capability to collect 50,000 pounds of trash per day, and has removed more than 350 tons of litter from Baltimore's landmark and tourist attraction in its first 18 months, estimated as consisting of approximately 200,000 bottles, 173,000 potato chip bags and 6.7 million cigarettes butts.[262][263] The Water Wheel has been very successful at trash removal, visibly decreasing the amount of garbage that collects in the harbor, especially after a rainfall.

After the success of Mr. Trash Wheel, the Waterfront Partnership raised money to build a second Water Wheel at the end of Harris Creek, an entirely piped stream that flows beneath Baltimore's Canton[image: External link] neighborhood and empties into the Baltimore Harbor. Harris Creek is known to carry tons of trash every year.[264][265][266] The planned new Water Wheel was inaugurated in December 2016, and dubbed "Professor Trash Wheel".[267] Professor Trash Wheel prevents waste from exiting the Harbor and accessing the Chesapeake Bay and Atlantic Ocean. A number of additional projects are going on in Baltimore City and County that should result in better water quality scores. These projects include the Blue Alleys project, expanded street sweeping, and stream restoration.[260]
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 Other water pollution control




In August 2010, the National Aquarium assembled, planted, and launched a floating wetland island[image: External link] designed by Biohabitats in Baltimore's Inner Harbor.[268] Hundreds of years ago Baltimore's harbor shoreline would have been lined with tidal wetlands[image: External link]. Floating wetlands provide many environmental benefits to water quality and habitat enhancement, which is why the Waterfront Partnership of Baltimore has included them in their Healthy Harbor Initiative pilot projects.[269] Biohabitats also developed a concept to transform a dilapidated wharf into a living pier that cleans Harbor water, provides habitat and is an aesthetic attraction. Currently under design, the top of the pier will become a constructed tidal wetland[image: External link].[270]
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 Media




Main article: Media in Baltimore[image: External link]


Baltimore's main newspaper is The Baltimore Sun[image: External link]. It was sold by its Baltimore owners in 1986 to the Times Mirror Company,[271] which was bought by the Tribune Company[image: External link] in 2000.[272] The Baltimore News-American[image: External link], another long-running paper that competed with the Sun, ceased publication in 1986.[273]

The city is home to the Baltimore Afro-American[image: External link], an influential African American newspaper founded in 1892.[274][275]

In 2006, The Baltimore Examiner[image: External link] was launched to compete with The Sun. It was part of a national chain that includes The San Francisco Examiner[image: External link] and The Washington Examiner[image: External link]. In contrast to the paid subscription Sun, The Examiner was a free newspaper funded solely by advertisements. Unable to turn a profit and facing a deep recession, The Baltimore Examiner ceased publication on February 15, 2009.

Despite being located 40 miles northeast of Washington, D.C.[image: External link], Baltimore is a major media market in its own right, with all major English language television networks represented in the city. WJZ-TV[image: External link] is a CBS[image: External link] owned and operated station[image: External link], and WBFF[image: External link] is the flagship of Sinclair Broadcast Group[image: External link], the largest station owner in the country.

Nielsen ranked Baltimore as the 26th-largest television market[image: External link] for the 2008–2009 viewing season and the 27th-largest for 2009–2010.[276] Arbitron's Fall 2010 rankings identified Baltimore as the 22nd largest radio market.[277]
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Baltimore has ten sister cities[image: External link], as designated by Sister Cities International[image: External link]: [278][279]



	
Ashkelon[image: External link], Israel (2005)

	
Bremerhaven[image: External link], Germany (2007)

	
Gbarnga[image: External link], Liberia (1973)

	
Genoa[image: External link], Italy (1985)

	
Kawasaki[image: External link], Kanagawa[image: External link], Japan (1978)

	
Luxor[image: External link], Egypt (1982)

	
Odessa[image: External link], Ukraine (1974)

	
Piraeus[image: External link], Greece (1982)

	
Rotterdam[image: External link], Netherlands (1985)

	
Xiamen[image: External link], China (1985)
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 See also





	Baltimore Development Corporation[image: External link]

	Baltimore in fiction[image: External link]

	
Bluegrass in Baltimore: The Hard Drivin' Sound and its Legacy[image: External link] (Book on the history of the Appalachian migrants move into the city in the 20th Century)

	Cemeteries in Baltimore, Maryland[image: External link]

	History of the Germans in Baltimore, Maryland[image: External link]

	Moveable Feast[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Officially, seasonal snowfall accumulation has ranged from 0.7 in (1.8 cm) in 1949–50 to 77.0 in (196 cm) in 2009–10. See North American blizzard of 2009#Snowfall[image: External link] (December 19–20, 2009), February 5–6, 2010 North American blizzard#Snowfall[image: External link], and February 9–10, 2010 North American blizzard#Impact[image: External link]. The February storms contributed to a monthly accumulation of 50.0 in (127 cm), the most for any month.[126] If no snow fell outside of February that winter, 2009–10 would still rank as 5th snowiest.[127]


	
^ Since 1950, when the National Weather Service switched to using the suburban and generally much cooler BWI Airport as the official Baltimore climatology station, this extreme has repeated three times: January 29, 1963, January 17, 1982[image: External link], and January 22, 1984.


	
^ Temperature, precipitation normals are recorded at Maryland Science Center[image: External link] in downtown; the National Weather Service[image: External link] does not yet record snowfall at this location, so the snow normals for BWI Airport[image: External link], at an elevation of 156 ft (47.5 m) about 10 mi (16 km) south of downtown, are shown. Likewise humidity and sun duration normals were recorded at BWI Airport.
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Church Home and Hospital





"Church Home and Hospital" (formerly the "Church Home and Infirmary") was a hospital in Baltimore, located on Broadway, between East Fayette and East Baltimore Streets, on "Washington Hill" several blocks south of the Johns Hopkins Hospital, that also operated a long-term care facility[image: External link]. It was affiliated with the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland[image: External link] of the Episcopal Church (United States)[image: External link].[1] It closed down permanently in 2000 and was later re-opened as a unit known as the "Church Home and Hospital Building" of J.H.H.

History

The location first opened in 1833 as the "Washington Medical College[image: External link]".[2] The building was purchased by the Church Home Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church on 2 October 1857 and called the "Church Home and Infirmary".[3][4] Washington Medical College[image: External link] was the medical school connected with "Washington College of Pennsylvania" (now part of the "Washington & Jefferson College[image: External link]").

Edgar Allan Poe, (1809–1849), was taken to this location when he was found semiconscious and ill in a street gutter near East Lombard Street; this is where he subsequently died in October 1849.[2][5][6]

During the 1940s, Church Home and Hospital was one of three Baltimore hospitals providing a sparse number of beds for "colored" patients.[7]

In 1978, a plan to expand the hospital was opposed.[8]

Current usage of grounds

A new 166 unit townhouse development known as "Broadway Overlook" was built in 2005 by the Housing Authority of Baltimore City on the old grounds of the hospital surrounding it on the south, west and north sides associated with J.H.H.[9][10]
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Attending Physician






"Attending" redirects here. For other uses, see Attention (disambiguation)[image: External link].

In the United States and Canada, an attending physician (also known as an attending, rendering doc, or staff physician) is a physician[image: External link] ( M.D.[image: External link] or D.O.[image: External link]) who has completed residency[image: External link] and practices medicine[image: External link] in a clinic[image: External link] or hospital[image: External link], in the specialty learned during residency. An attending physician typically supervises fellows[image: External link], residents[image: External link], medical students[image: External link], and other practitioners. Attending physicians may also maintain professorships at an affiliated medical school. This is common if the supervision of trainees is a significant part of the physician's work. Attending physicians have final responsibility, legally and otherwise, for patient care, even when many of the minute-to-minute decisions are being made by house officers (residents)[image: External link], medical students, or mid-level practitioners (i.e. physician assistants[image: External link] and nurse practitioners[image: External link]). Attending physicians are sometimes the 'rendering physician' listed on the patient's official medical record, but if they are overseeing a resident or another staff member, they are 'supervising.'

Attending physicians may also still be in training, such as a fellow in a subspecialty. For example, a cardiology[image: External link] fellow may function as an internal medicine[image: External link] attending, as he or she has already finished residency in internal medicine. The term is used more commonly in teaching hospitals[image: External link]. In non-teaching hospitals, essentially all physicians function as attendings in some respects after completing residency.

The term "attending physician" or "attending" also refers to the formal relationship of a hospitalized patient and their primary medic during the hospitalization, as opposed to ancillary physicians assisting the primary care physician[image: External link]. However, even on a consultation service, at an academic center, the physician who has finished his training is called the attending or consultant, as opposed to a resident physician.

See also


	
Consultant (medicine)[image: External link] – British and Commonwealth[image: External link] equivalent

	Attending physician statement[image: External link]

	Residency (medicine)[image: External link]

	Fellowship (medicine)[image: External link]
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Funeral






This article is about the ceremony. For other uses, see Funeral (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Funeral Rites" redirects here. For the novel by Jean Genet, see Funeral Rites (novel)[image: External link].

A funeral is a ceremony[image: External link] connected with the burial[image: External link], cremation[image: External link], etc. of the body of a dead person, or the burial (or equivalent) with the attendant observances.[1] Funerary customs comprise the complex of beliefs and practices used by a culture[image: External link] to remember and respect the dead, from interment itself, to various monuments[image: External link], prayers[image: External link], and rituals[image: External link] undertaken in their honor. Customs vary widely both between cultures and between religious[image: External link] groups and denominations within cultures. Common secular motivations for funerals include mourning[image: External link] the deceased, celebrating their life, and offering support and sympathy to the bereaved. Additionally, funerals often have religious aspects which are intended to help the soul of the deceased reach the afterlife[image: External link], resurrection[image: External link] or reincarnation[image: External link].

The funeral usually includes a ritual through which the corpse of the deceased is given up.[2] Depending on culture and religion, these can involve either the destruction of the body (for example, by cremation[image: External link] or sky burial[image: External link]) or its preservation (for example, by mummification[image: External link] or interment[image: External link]). Differing beliefs about cleanliness and the relationship between body and soul[image: External link] are reflected in funerary practices. When a funerary ceremony is performed but the body of the deceased is not available, it is usually called a memorial service.

The word funeral comes from the Latin funus, which had a variety of meanings, including the corpse and the funerary rites themselves. Funerary art[image: External link] is art produced in connection with burials, including many kinds of tombs[image: External link], and objects specially made for burial with a corpse[image: External link].
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Funeral rites are as old as human culture itself, pre-dating modern Homo sapiens and dated to at least 300,000 years ago.[3] For example, in the Shanidar Cave[image: External link] in Iraq, in Pontnewydd Cave[image: External link] in Wales and at other sites across Europe and the Near East,[3] archaeologists have discovered Neanderthal[image: External link] skeletons with a characteristic layer of flower[image: External link] pollen[image: External link]. This deliberate burial and reverence given to the dead has been interpreted as suggesting that Neanderthals had religious beliefs,[3] although the evidence is not unequivocal – while the dead were apparently buried deliberately, burrowing rodents could have introduced the flowers.[4]

Substantial cross-cultural and historical research document funeral customs as a highly predictable, stable force in communities.[5][6] Funeral customs tend to be characterized by five "anchors": significant symbols, gathered community, ritual action, cultural heritage, and transition of the dead body (corpse).[2]
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Funerals in the Bahá'í Faith[image: External link] are characterized by not embalming, a prohibition against cremation, using a chrysolite or hardwood casket, wrapping the body in silk or cotton, burial not farther than an hour (including flights) from the place of death, and placing a ring on the deceased's finger stating, "I came forth from God, and return unto Him, detached from all save Him, holding fast to His Name, the Merciful, the Compassionate." The Bahá'í funeral service also contains the only prayer that's permitted to be read as a group - congregational prayer, although most of the prayer is read by one person in the gathering. The Bahá'í decedent often controls some aspects of the Bahá'í funeral service, since leaving a will and testament is a requirement for Bahá'ís. Since there is no Bahá'í clergy, services are usually conducted under the guise, or with the assistance of, a Local Spiritual Assembly[image: External link].[7]
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Main article: Funeral (Buddhism)[image: External link]


A Buddhist funeral marks the transition from one life to the next for the deceased. It also reminds the living of their own mortality.
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Main articles: Christian burial[image: External link] and Cremation in the Christian World[image: External link]


Christian burials typically occur on consecrated[image: External link] ground. Burial, rather than a destructive process such as cremation, was the traditional practice amongst Christians, because of the belief in the resurrection of the body. Cremations later came into widespread use, although some denominations forbid them. The US Conference of Catholic Bishops[image: External link] said "The Church earnestly recommends that the pious custom of burying the bodies of the deceased be observed; nevertheless, the Church does not prohibit cremation unless it was chosen for reasons contrary to Christian doctrine" (canon 1176.3).[8]

Congregations of varied denominations perform different ceremonies, but most involve offering prayers, scripture reading from the Bible, a sermon, homily, or eulogy, and music.[2][9] One issue of concern as the 21st century began was with the use of secular music at Christian funerals, a custom generally forbidden by the Roman Catholic Church.[10]
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Main article: Antyesti[image: External link]


Antyesti[image: External link], literally "last rites or last sacrifice", refers to the rite-of-passage rituals associated with a funeral in Hinduism.[11] It is sometimes referred to as Antima Samskaram, Antya-kriya, Anvarohanyya, or Vahni Sanskara.

A dead adult Hindu is cremated, while a dead child is typically buried.[12][13] The rite of passage is said to be performed in harmony with the sacred premise that the microcosm of all living beings is a reflection of a macrocosm of the universe.[14] The soul (Atman, Brahman) is believed to be the immortal essence that is released at the Antyeshti ritual, but both the body and the universe are vehicles and transitory in various schools of Hinduism. They consist of five elements: air, water, fire, earth and space.[14] The last rite of passage returns the body to the five elements and origins.[12][14] The roots of this belief are found in the Vedas, for example in the hymns of Rigveda[image: External link] in section 10.16, as follows,



Burn him not up, nor quite consume him, Agni: let not his body or his skin be scattered,

O all possessing Fire, when thou hast matured him, then send him on his way unto the Fathers.

When thou hast made him ready, all possessing Fire, then do thou give him over to the Fathers,

When he attains unto the life that waits him, he shall become subject to the will of gods.

The Sun receive thine eye, the Wind thy Prana (life-principle, breathe); go, as thy merit is, to earth or heaven.

Go, if it be thy lot, unto the waters; go, make thine home in plants with all thy members.



— Rigveda 10.16[15]



The final rites of a burial, in case of untimely death of a child, is rooted in Rig Veda's section 10.18, where the hymns mourn the death of the child, praying to deity Mrityu to "neither harm our girls nor our boys", and pleads the earth to cover, protect the deceased child as a soft wool.[16]

Among Hindus, the dead body is usually cremated within a day of death. The body is washed, wrapped in white cloth for a man or a widow, red for a married woman,[13] the two toes tied together with a string, a Tilak (red mark) placed on the forehead.[12] The dead adult's body is carried to the cremation ground near a river or water, by family and friends, and placed on a pyre with feet facing south.[13] The eldest son, or a male mourner, or a priest then bathes before leading the cremation ceremonial function.[12][17] He circumambulates the dry wood pyre with the body, says a eulogy or recites a hymn in some cases, places sesame seed in the dead person's mouth, sprinkles the body and the pyre with ghee (clarified butter), then draws three lines signifying Yama (deity of the dead), Kala (time, deity of cremation) and the dead.[12] The pyre is then set ablaze, while the mourner's mourn. The ash from the cremation is consecrated to the nearest river or sea.[17] After the cremation, in some regions, the immediate male relatives of the deceased shave their head and invite all friends and relatives, on the tenth or twelfth day, to eat a simple meal together in remembrance of the deceased. This day, in some communities, also marks a day when the poor and needy are offered food in memory of the dead.[18]
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Main article: Islamic funeral[image: External link]


Funerals in Islam[image: External link] (called Janazah in Arabic) follow fairly specific rites[image: External link], though they are subject to regional interpretation and variation in custom. In all cases, however, sharia[image: External link] (Islamic religious law[image: External link]) calls for burial of the body, preceded by a simple ritual involving bathing and shrouding the body, followed by salat[image: External link] (prayer). Cremation[image: External link] of the body is forbidden.

Burial rituals should normally take place as soon as possible and include:


	Bathing the dead body,[19] except in extraordinary circumstances as in the Battle of Uhud[image: External link].[20]


	
Enshrouding[image: External link] the dead body in a white cotton or linen cloth.[21]


	Reciting the funeral prayer[image: External link](صلاة الجنازة).

	Burial of the dead body in a grave.

	Positioning the deceased so that when the face or body is turned to the right side it faces Mecca[image: External link] (Makkah Al-Mukarramah).
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Main article: Bereavement in Judaism[image: External link]


In Judaism[image: External link], funerals follow fairly specific rites, though they are subject to variation in custom. Funerals in Judaism share many features with those of Islam. Jewish religious laws such as halakha[image: External link] call for burial[image: External link] of the body, preceded by a basic ritual involving bathing and shrouding the body, accompanied by prayers and readings from the Torah[image: External link]. Cremation of the body is forbidden in Orthodox Judaism[image: External link], but allowed in Reform Judaism[image: External link].[22]

Burial rites should normally take place as soon as possible and include:


	Bathing the dead body.

	Enshrouding the dead body. Men are shrouded with a kittel[image: External link] and then (outside the Land of Israel[image: External link]) with a tallit[image: External link] (shawl), while women are shrouded in a plain white cloth.

	Keeping watch over the dead body.

	Burial of the dead body in a grave.[22]


	In many communities, the deceased is positioned so that the feet face the Temple Mount[image: External link] in Jerusalem[image: External link] (in anticipation that the deceased will be facing the reconstructed Third Temple[image: External link] when the messiah[image: External link] arrives and resurrects the dead[image: External link]).[23]
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In Sikhism death is not considered a natural process, an event that has absolute certainty and only happens as a direct result of God's Will or Hukam.[clarification needed[image: External link]] To a Sikh, birth and death are closely associated, because they are both part of the cycle of human life of "coming and going" ( ਆਵਣੁ ਜਾਣਾ, Aana Jaana) which is seen as transient stage towards Liberation ( ਮੋਖੁ ਦੁਆਰੁ, Mokh Du-aar), complete unity with God; Sikhs believe in reincarnation.

The soul itself is not subject to the cycle of birth and death;[citation needed[image: External link]] death is only the progression of the soul on its journey from God, through the created universe and back to God again. In life a Sikh is expected to constantly remember death so that he or she may be sufficiently prayerful, detached and righteous to break the cycle of birth and death and return to God.

The public display of grief by wailing or crying out loud at the funeral (called Antam Sanskar in the Sikh culture) is discouraged and should be kept to a minimum. Cremation is the preferred method of disposal, although if this is not possible other methods such as burial, or burial at sea, are acceptable. Markers such as gravestones, monuments,[citation needed[image: External link]] etc. are discouraged, because the body is considered to be only the shell and the person's soul is their real essence.

On the day of the cremation, the body is washed and dressed and then taken to the Gurdwara or home where hymns (Shabads) from Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, the Sikh Scriptures are recited by the congregation. Kirtan may also be performed by Ragis while the relatives of the deceased recite "Waheguru" sitting near the coffin. This service normally takes from 30 to 60 minutes. At the conclusion of the service, an Ardas is said before the coffin is taken to the cremation site.

At the point of cremation, a few more Shabads may be sung and final speeches are made about the deceased person. The eldest son or a close relative generally lights the fire. This service usually lasts about 30 to 60 minutes.

The ashes are later collected and disposed of by immersing them in the Punjab (five famous rivers in India).

The Sidaran Paath The ceremony in which the Sidharan Paath is begun after the cremation ceremony, may be held when convenient, wherever the Guru Granth Sahib is present:

Hymns are sung from Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji. The first five and final verses of "Anand Sahib," the "Song of Bliss," are recited or sung. The first five verses of Sikhism's morning prayer, "Japji Sahib," are read aloud to begin the Sidharan paath. A hukam, or random verse, is read from Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji. Ardas, a prayer, is offered. Prashad, a sacred sweet, is distributed. Langar, a meal, is served to guests. While the Sidharan paath is being read, the family may also sing hymns daily. Reading may take as long as needed to complete the paath.

This ceremony is followed by Sahaj Paath Bhog, Kirtan Sohila, night time prayer is recited 1 week and finally Ardas called the "Antim Ardas" ("Final Prayer") is offered the last week.
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Main article: Ancient Greek funerals and burial[image: External link]


The Greek word for funeral – kēdeía (κηδεία) – derives from the verb kēdomai (κήδομαι), that means attend to, take care of someone. Derivative words are also kēdemón (κηδεμών, "guardian") and kēdemonía (κηδεμονία, "guardianship"). From the Cycladic civilization in 3000BC until the Hypo-Mycenaean era in 1200–1100 BC the main practice of burial is interment. The cremation of the dead that appears around the 11th century BC constitutes a new practice of burial and is probably an influence from the East. Until the Christian era, when interment becomes again the only burial practice, both cremation and interment had been practiced depending on the area.[24]

The ancient Greek funeral since the Homeric[image: External link] era included the próthesis (πρόθεσις), the ekphorá (ἐκφορά), the burial and the perídeipnon (περίδειπνον). In most cases, this process is followed faithfully in Greece until today.[25]

Próthesis is the deposition of the body of the deceased on the funereal bed and the threnody of his relatives. Today the body is placed in the casket, that is always open in Greek funerals. This part takes place in the house where the deceased had lived. An important part of the Greek tradition is the epicedium, the mournful songs that are sung by the family of the deceased along with professional mourners (who are extinct in the modern era). The deceased was watched over by his beloved the entire night before the burial, an obligatory ritual in popular thought, which is maintained still.

Ekphorá is the process of transport of the mortal remains of the deceased from his residence to the church, nowadays, and afterward to the place of burial. The procession in the ancient times, according to the law, should have passed silently through the streets of the city. Usually certain favourite objects of the deceased were placed in the coffin in order to "go along with him." In certain regions, coins to pay Charon[image: External link], who ferries the dead to the underworld, are also placed inside the casket. A last kiss is given to the beloved dead by the family before the coffin is closed.

The Roman orator Cicero[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]] describes the habit of planting flowers around the tomb as an effort to guarantee the repose of the deceased and the purification of the ground, a custom that is maintained until today. After the ceremony, the mourners return to the house of the deceased for the perídeipnon, the dinner after the burial. According to archaeological findings–traces of ash, bones of animals, shards of crockery, dishes and basins–the dinner during the classical era was also organized at the burial spot. Taking into consideration the written sources, however, the dinner could also be served in the houses.[26]

Two days after the burial, a ceremony called "the thirds" was held. Eight days after the burial the relatives and the friends of the deceased assembled at the burial spot, where "the ninths" would take place, a custom still kept. In addition to this, in the modern era, memorial services take place 40 days, 3 months, 6 months, 9 months, 1 year after the death and from then on every year on the anniversary of the death. The relatives of the deceased, for an unspecified length of time that depends on them, are in mourning, during which women wear black clothes and men a black armband.[clarification needed[image: External link]]
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Main article: Roman funerals and burial[image: External link]


In ancient Rome[image: External link], the eldest surviving male of the household, the pater familias, was summoned to the death-bed, where he attempted to catch and inhale the last breath of the decedent.

Funerals of the socially prominent usually were undertaken by professional undertakers called libitinarii. No direct description has been passed down of Roman funeral rites. These rites usually included a public procession to the tomb or pyre where the body was to be cremated. The surviving relations bore masks bearing the images of the family's deceased ancestors. The right to carry the masks in public eventually was restricted to families prominent enough to have held curule magistracies. Mimes, dancers, and musicians hired by the undertakers, and professional female mourners, took part in these processions. Less well-to-do Romans could join benevolent funerary societies (collegia funeraticia) that undertook these rites on their behalf.

Nine days after the disposal of the body, by burial or cremation, a feast[image: External link] was given (cena novendialis) and a libation poured over the grave or the ashes. Since most Romans were cremated, the ashes typically were collected in an urn and placed in a niche in a collective tomb called a columbarium (literally, "dovecote"). During this nine-day period, the house was considered to be tainted, funesta, and was hung with Taxus baccata or Mediterranean Cypress branches to warn passersby. At the end of the period, the house was swept out to symbolically purge it of the taint of death.

Several Roman holidays commemorated a family's dead ancestors, including the Parentalia, held February 13 through 21, to honor the family's ancestors; and the Feast of the Lemures[image: External link], held on May 9, 11, and 13, in which ghosts[image: External link] (larvae) were feared to be active, and the pater familias sought to appease them with offerings of beans.

The Romans prohibited cremation or inhumation within the sacred boundary of the city ( pomerium[image: External link]), for both religious and civil reasons, so that the priests might not be contaminated by touching a dead body, and that houses would not be endangered by funeral fires.

Restrictions on the length, ostentation, expense of, and behaviour during funerals and mourning gradually were enacted by a variety of lawmakers. Often the pomp and length of rites could be politically or socially motivated to advertise or aggrandise a particular kin group in Roman society. This was seen as deleterious to society and conditions for grieving were set. For instance, under some laws, women were prohibited from loud wailing or lacerating their faces and limits were introduced for expenditure on tombs and burial clothes.

The Romans commonly built tombs for themselves during their lifetime. Hence these words frequently occur in ancient inscriptions, V.F. Vivus Facit, V.S.P. Vivus Sibi Posuit. The tombs of the rich usually were constructed of marble[image: External link], the ground enclosed with walls, and planted around with trees. But common sepulchres usually were built below ground, and called hypogea[image: External link]. There were niches cut out of the walls, in which the urns were placed; these, from their resemblance to the niche of a pigeon-house, were called columbaria[image: External link].
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Within the United States and Canada, in most cultural groups and regions, the funeral rituals can be divided into three parts: visitation, funeral, and the burial service.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Visitation




At the visitation (also called a " viewing[image: External link]", " wake[image: External link]" or "calling hours"), in Christian or secular Western custom, the body of the deceased person (or decedent) is placed on display in the casket (also called a coffin, however almost all body containers are caskets). The viewing often takes place on one or two evenings before the funeral. In the past, it was common practice to place the casket in the decedent’s home or that of a relative for viewing. This practice continues in many areas of Ireland and Scotland. The body is traditionally dressed in the decedent's best clothes. In recent times there has been more variation in what the decedent is dressed in – some people choose to be dressed in clothing more reflective of how they dressed in life. The body will often be adorned with common jewelry, such as watches, necklaces, brooches, etc. The jewelry may be taken off and given to the family of the deceased prior to burial or be buried with the deceased. Jewelry has to be removed before cremation in order to prevent damage to the crematory. The body may or may not be embalmed, depending upon such factors as the amount of time since the death has occurred, religious practices, or requirements of the place of burial.

The most commonly prescribed aspects of this gathering are that the attendees sign a book kept by the deceased's survivors to record who attended. In addition, a family may choose to display photographs taken of the deceased person during his/her life (often, formal portraits with other family members and candid pictures to show "happy times"), prized possessions and other items representing his/her hobbies and/or accomplishments. A more recent trend is to create a DVD with pictures and video of the deceased, accompanied by music, and play this DVD continuously during the visitation.

The viewing is either "open casket", in which the embalmed body of the deceased has been clothed and treated with cosmetics for display; or "closed casket", in which the coffin is closed. The coffin may be closed if the body was too badly damaged because of an accident or fire or other trauma, deformed from illness, if someone in the group is emotionally unable to cope with viewing the corpse, or if the deceased did not wish to be viewed. In cases such as these, a picture of the deceased, usually a formal photo, is placed atop the casket.

However, this step is foreign to Judaism; Jewish funerals are held soon after death (preferably within a day or two, unless more time is needed for relatives to come), and the corpse is never displayed. Torah law forbids embalming.[27] Traditionally flowers (and music) are not sent to a grieving Jewish family as it is a reminder of the life that is now lost. (See also Jewish bereavement[image: External link].)

The decedent's closest friends and relatives who are unable to attend frequently send flowers to the viewing, with the exception of a Jewish funeral,[28] where flowers would not be appropriate (donations are often given to a charity instead).

Obituaries[image: External link] sometimes contain a request that attendees do not send flowers (e.g. "In lieu of flowers"). The use of these phrases has been on the rise for the past century. In the US in 1927, only 6% of the obituaries included the directive, with only 2.2% of those mentioned charitable contributions[image: External link] instead. By the middle of the century, they had grown to 14.5%, with over 54% of those noting a charitable contribution as the preferred method of expressing sympathy.[29] Today, well over 87% of them have such a note – but those statistics vary demographically.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The viewing typically takes place at a funeral home[image: External link], which is equipped with gathering rooms where the viewing can be conducted, although the viewing may also take place at a church. The viewing may end with a prayer service; in a Roman Catholic funeral, this may include a rosary.

A visitation is often held the evening before the day of the funeral. However, when the deceased person is elderly the visitation may be held immediately preceding the funeral. This allows elderly friends of the deceased a chance to view the body and attend the funeral in one trip, since it may be difficult for them to arrange travel; this step may also be taken if the deceased has few survivors or the survivors want a funeral with only a small number of guests.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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A memorial service, often called a funeral, is often officiated by clergy from the decedent's, or bereaved's, church or religion. A funeral may take place at either a funeral home, church, or crematorium or cemetery chapel. A funeral is held according to the family's choosing, which may be a few days after the time of death, allowing family members to attend the service. This type of memorial service is most common for Christians, and Roman Catholics call it a mass when Eucharist (communion) is offered, the casket is closed and a priest says prayers and blessings. A Roman Catholic funeral must take place in a parish church (usually that of the deceased, or that of the family grave, or a parish to which the deceased had special links). Sometimes family members or friends of the dead will say something. If the funeral service takes place in the funeral home (mostly it takes place in the funeral home's chapel) it can be directed by a clergy (mostly for Protestant churches and sometimes for Catholic churches) or hosted by a very close family member most common a parent. In some traditions if this service takes place in a funeral home it is the same if it would take place in a church. These services if taking place in a funeral home consists of prayers, blessings and eulogies from the family.

The open-casket service (which is common in North America) allows mourners to have a final opportunity to view the deceased and say good-bye. There is an order of precedence when approaching the casket at this stage that usually starts with the immediate family (siblings, parents, spouse, children); followed by other mourners, after which the immediate family may file past again, so they are the last to view their loved one before the coffin is closed. This opportunity can take place immediately before the service begins, or at the very end of the service.[30] A Roman Catholic funeral must be closed-casket, and relatives are expected to attend the few days before the service.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Open casket funerals and visitations are very rare in some countries, such as the United Kingdom and most European countries, where it is usual for only close relatives to actually see the deceased person and not uncommon for no one to do so. The funeral service itself is almost invariably closed casket. Funeral homes are generally not used for funeral services, which are almost exclusively held in a church, cemetery, or crematorium chapel.

The deceased is usually transported from the funeral home to a church in a hearse, a specialized vehicle designed to carry casketed remains. The deceased is often transported in a procession (also called a funeral cortège), with the hearse[image: External link], funeral service vehicles, and private automobiles traveling in a procession to the church or other location where the services will be held. In a number of jurisdictions, special laws cover funeral processions – such as requiring most other vehicles to give right-of-way to a funeral procession. Funeral service vehicles may be equipped with light bars and special flashers to increase their visibility on the roads. They may also all have their headlights on, to identify which vehicles are part of the cortege, although the practice also has roots in ancient Roman customs.[31] After the funeral service, if the deceased is to be buried the funeral procession will proceed to a cemetery if not already there. If the deceased is to be cremated, the funeral procession may then proceed to the crematorium.

Religious funeral services commonly include prayers, readings from a sacred text, hymns (sung either by the attendees or a hired vocalist) and words of comfort by the clergy. Frequently, a relative or close friend will be asked to give a eulogy[image: External link], which details happy memories and accomplishments rather than criticism. Sometimes the eulogy is delivered by clergy. Church bells may also be tolled both before and after the service.

In some religious denominations, for example, Roman Catholic, Anglican[image: External link] and the Churches of Christ[image: External link], eulogies from loved ones are somewhat discouraged during this service. In such cases, the eulogy is only done by a member of the clergy. This tradition is giving way to eulogies read by family members or friends. In these religions the coffin is traditionally closed at the end of the wake and is not re-opened for the funeral service.[citation needed[image: External link]]

During the funeral and at the burial service, the casket may be covered with a large arrangement of flowers, called a casket spray. If the deceased served in a branch of the armed forces, the casket may be covered with a national flag; however, in the US, nothing should cover the national flag according to Title 4, United States Code, Chapter 1, Paragraph 8i.

Funeral customs vary from country to country. In the United States, any type of noise other than quiet whispering or mourning is considered disrespectful. A traditional fire department funeral consists of two raised aerial ladders.[citation needed[image: External link]] The firefighter(s) travel under the aerials on their ride, on the fire apparatus, to the cemetery. Once there, the grave service includes the playing of bagpipes. The pipes have come to be a distinguishing feature of a fallen hero's funeral. Also a "Last Alarm Bell" is rung. A portable fire department bell is tolled at the conclusion of the ceremony.
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 Burial service




At a religious burial service, conducted at the side of the grave, tomb[image: External link], mausoleum[image: External link] or cremation, the body of the decedent is buried or cremated at the conclusion.

Sometimes, the burial service will immediately follow the funeral, in which case a funeral procession[image: External link] travels from the site of the memorial service to the burial site. In some other cases, the burial service is the funeral, in which case the procession might travel from the cemetery office to the grave site. Other times, the burial service takes place at a later time, when the final resting place is ready, if the death occurred in the middle of winter.

If the decedent served in a branch of the Armed forces, military rites[image: External link] are often accorded at the burial service.

In many religious traditions, pallbearers[image: External link], usually males who are relatives or friends of the decedent, will carry the casket from the chapel (of a funeral home or church) to the hearse, and from the hearse to the site of the burial service. The pallbearers often sit in a special reserved section during the memorial service.

Most religions expect coffins to be kept closed during the burial ceremony. In Eastern Orthodox funerals, the coffins are reopened just before burial to allow mourners to look at the deceased one last time and give their final farewells. Greek funerals are an exception as the coffin is open during the whole procedure unless the state of the body does not allow it.

Morticians may ensure that all jewelry, including wristwatch, that were displayed at the wake are in the casket before it is buried or entombed. Custom requires that everything goes into the ground; however this is not true for Jewish services. Jewish tradition stipulates that nothing of value is buried with the deceased.

In the case of cremation such items are usually removed before the body goes into the furnace. Pacemakers are removed prior to cremation – if left in they could explode.
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 Private services




The family of the deceased may wish to have only a very small, private service, with just the deceased's closest family members and friends attending. This type of ceremony is not open to the public, but only to those invited.
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 Memorial services




A memorial service, or a commemoration is one given for the deceased when the body is not present. The service takes place after cremation or burial at sea[image: External link], after donation of the body to an academic or research institution, or after the ashes have been scattered. It is also significant when the person is missing and presumed dead[image: External link], or known to be deceased though the body is not recoverable. These services often take place at a funeral home; however, they can be held in a home, school, workplace, church or other location of some significance. A memorial service may include speeches (eulogies), prayers, poems, or songs to commemorate the deceased. Pictures of the deceased and flowers are usually placed where the coffin would normally be placed.

After the sudden deaths of important public officials, public memorial services have been held by communities, including those without any specific connection to the deceased. For examples, community memorial services were held after the assassinations of US presidents James A. Garfield[image: External link] and the William McKinley[image: External link].
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 European funerals
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 In Finland




In Finland, religious funerals (hautajaiset) are quite ascetic. The local priest or minister says the prayers and blessed the deceased in their house. The mourners (saattoväki) traditionally bring the food to the mourners house. Nowadays the deceased is put into the coffin in the place where they died. The undertaker will pick up the coffin and place it in the hearse and drive it the funeral home with the closest relatives or friends of the deceased will follow the hearse in a funeral procession in their own cars. The coffin will be held at the funeral home until the day of the funeral. The funeral services may be divided into two parts. First is the church service (siunaustilaisuus) in a cemetery chapel or local church, than the burial.
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 In Iceland




Further information: Icelandic funeral[image: External link]
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 In Italy




The majority of Italians are Roman Catholic[image: External link] and follow Catholic funeral[image: External link] traditions. Historically, mourners would walk in a funeral procession to the gravesite; today vehicles are used.
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 In Poland




See also: Catholic funeral[image: External link]


In Poland, in urban areas, there are usually two, or just one “stop”. The body, brought by a hearse from the mortuary, may be taken to a church or Cemetery chapel,Then there is a funeral mass or service at Cemetery chapel, Following the mass or Service the casket is carried in Procession (usually by foot) on hearse to the Grave. Once at the Gravesite, the priest will commence the graveside committal service and the Casket is lowered. The Mass or Service usually takes place at the Cemetery.

In some traditional rurals, The wake (czuwanie) takes place in the house of the deceased or their relatives. The body lies in state for 3 days in the house.The funeral usually on the third day. Family, neighbors and friends gather and pray during the day and night on those 3 days and nights.There are usually three stops in the funeral ceremony (ceremonia pogrzebowa, pogrzeb), the wake (czuwanie) than the body is carried by procession (usually by foot) or a drive in their own cars to the church or Cemetery chapel for mass and another procession by foot to the Gravesite.

After the funeral, families get together for a post-funeral get-together (stypa). It can be at the family home, or at a function hall. In Poland Cremation is less popular because the Catholic Church in Poland doesn't allow it. Cremation is popular among non-religious and Protestants in Poland.
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 In Russia




Further information: Russian traditions and superstitions[image: External link]
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 In Scotland




An old funeral rite from the Scottish Highlands is to bury the deceased with a wooden plate resting on his chest. On the plate were placed a small amount of earth and salt, to represent the future of the deceased. The earth hinted that the body would decay and become one with the earth, while the salt represented the soul, which does not decay. This rite was known as "earth laid upon a corpse". This practice was also carried out in Ireland, as well as in parts of England, particularly in Leicestershire, although in England the salt was intended to prevent air from distending the corpse.[32]
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 In Spain




In Spain, a burial or cremation may occur very quickly following the death of a loved one. Most Spanards are Roman Catholics and follow Catholic funeral traditions. First there is the Wake where family and friends sit with the deceased until the burial. Wakes are a social event and a time to laugh and honor the dead. Following the wake is the funeral mass[image: External link] (Tanatorio) at the church or cemetery chapel. Following the mass is the burial. The coffin is then moved from the Church to the local Cemetery, often with a procession of locals walking behind the hearse.
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 Other types of funerals
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 Celebration of Life




A growing number of families choose to hold a life celebration or celebration of life[33][34] event for the deceased in addition to or instead of a traditional funeral. Such ceremonies may be held outside the funeral home or place of worship; restaurants, pubs and sporting facilities are popular choices based on the specific interests of the deceased.[35] Celebrations of life focus on a life that was lived, including the person’s best qualities, interests, achievements and impact, rather than mourning a death.[33] Some events are portrayed as joyous parties, instead of a traditional somber funeral. Taking on happy and hopeful tones, celebrations of life discourage wearing black and focus on the deceased’s individuality.[33] An extreme example might have "a fully stocked open bar, catered food, and even favors."[34] Notable recent celebrations of life ceremonies include those for René Angélil[image: External link][36] and Maya Angelou[image: External link].[37]
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 Jazz funeral




Main article: Jazz funeral[image: External link]


Originating in New Orleans, Louisiana[image: External link], U.S., alongside the emergence of jazz music[image: External link] in late 19th and early 20th centuries, the jazz funeral is a traditionally African-American burial ceremony and celebration of life unique to New Orleans that involves a parading funeral procession accompanied by a brass band playing somber hymns followed by upbeat jazz music. Traditional jazz funerals begin with a processional led by the funeral director, family, friends, and the brass band, i.e., the "main line", who march from the funeral service to the burial site while the band plays slow dirges[image: External link] and Christian hymns[image: External link]. After the body is buried, or "cut loose", the band begins to play up-tempo, joyful jazz numbers, as the main line parades through the streets and crowds of "second liners[image: External link]" join in and begin dancing and marching along, transforming the funeral into a street festival[image: External link].[38]
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 Green




Main article: Natural burial[image: External link]


Those with concerns about the effects on the environment of traditional burial or cremation may choose to be buried accordingly. They may choose to be buried in an all natural bio-degradable green burial shroud, sometimes a simple coffin made of cardboard or other easily biodegradable material. Further, they may choose their final resting place to be in a park or woodland, known as an eco-cemetery, and may have a tree planted over their grave as a contribution to the environment and a remembrance.
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 Humanist




The British Humanist Association[image: External link] organises a network of humanist funeral celebrants[image: External link] or officiants across England and Wales,[39] and a similar network is organised by the Humanist Society Scotland[image: External link]. Humanist officiants are trained and experienced in devising and conducting suitable ceremonies.[40] Humanist funerals recognise no "afterlife", but celebrate the life of the person who has died.[39] In the twentyfirst century humanist funerals were held for well-known people including Claire Rayner[image: External link],[41] Keith Floyd[image: External link],[42][43] Linda Smith[image: External link],[44] and Ronnie Barker[image: External link].[45]
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 Civil




See also: Institute of Civil Funerals[image: External link]


Civil funerals are an alternative to religious or humanist ceremonies in the UK. Unlike a humanist funeral, a civil funeral can contain some religious content, such as hymns or reading if the family wish.[46]
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 Police/fire services




Funerals specifically for fallen members of fire or police services are common in United States and Canada. These funerals involve honour guards from police forces and/or fire services from across the country and sometimes from overseas.[citation needed[image: External link]] A parade of officers often precedes or follows the hearse carrying the fallen comrade.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Masonic




A Masonic funeral is held at the request of a departed Mason or family member. The service may be held in any of the usual places or a Lodge room with committal at graveside, or the complete service can be performed at any of the aforementioned places without a separate committal. Freemasonry does not require a Masonic funeral.

There is no single Masonic funeral service. Some Grand Lodges (it is a worldwide organisation) have a prescribed service. Some of the customs include the presiding officer wearing a hat while doing his part in the service, the Lodge members placing sprigs of evergreen on the casket, and a small white leather apron may being placed in or on the casket. The hat may be worn because it is Masonic custom (in some places in the world) for the presiding officer to have his head covered while officiating. To Masons the sprig of evergreen is a symbol of immortality. A Mason wears a white leather apron, called a "lambskin," on becoming a Mason, and he may continue to wear it even in death.[47][48]
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 East Asian funerals




See also: Chinese funerary art[image: External link], Chinese veneration of the dead[image: External link], Ancestor veneration in China[image: External link], wu (shaman)[image: External link], shi (personator)[image: External link], joss paper[image: External link], and Culture of Vietnam § Funeral[image: External link]


In most East Asian, South Asian and many Southeast Asian cultures, the wearing of white is symbolic of death. In these societies, white or off-white robes are traditionally worn to symbolize that someone has died and can be seen worn among relatives of the deceased during a funeral ceremony. In Chinese culture, red is strictly forbidden as it is a traditionally symbolic color of happiness. Exceptions are sometimes made if the deceased has reached an advanced age such as 85, in which case the funeral is considered a celebration, where wearing white with some red is acceptable. Contemporary Western influence however has meant that dark-colored or black attire is now often also acceptable for mourners to wear (particularly for those outside the family). In such cases, mourners wearing dark colors at times may also wear a white or off-white armband or white robe.

In Southern China a traditional Chinese gift to the attendees upon entering is a white (and sometimes red) envelope, usually enclosing a small sum of money (in odd numbers, usually one), a sweet, red thread, and a handkerchief, each with symbolic meaning. Chinese custom dictates that nothing given during the funeral should be taken home, except for the red thread, which is tied to the front doorknob of the mourner's house to ward off bad luck. The repetition of 3 is common where people at the funeral may brush their hair three times or spit three times before leaving the funeral to ward off bad luck. This custom is also found in other East Asian and Southeast Asian cultures, but the custom of the deceased's immediate family giving gifts and money to others at the funeral is not practiced in Northern China.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Contemporary South Korean[image: External link] funerals typically mix western culture with traditional Korean culture, largely depending on socio-economic status, region, and religion. In almost all cases, all related males in the family wear woven armbands representing seniority and lineage in relation to the deceased, and must grieve next to the deceased for a period of three days before burying the body. During this period of time, it is customary for the males in the family to personally greet all who come to show respect. While burials have been preferred historically, recent trends show a dramatic increase in cremations due to shortages of proper burial sites and difficulties in maintaining a traditional grave. The ashes of the cremated corpse are commonly stored in columbaria[image: External link].
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 In Japan




Main article: Japanese funeral[image: External link]


Most Japanese funerals are conducted with Buddhist and/or Shinto rites.[49] Many ritually bestow a new name on the deceased; funerary names typically use obsolete or archaic kanji and words, to avoid the likelihood of the name being used in ordinary speech or writing. The new names are typically chosen by a Buddhist priest, after consulting the family of the deceased. Most Japanese are cremated.

Religious thought among the Japanese people is generally a blend of Shintō and Buddhist beliefs. In modern practice, specific rites concerning an individual's passage through life are generally ascribed to one of these two faiths. Funerals and follow-up memorial services fall under the purview of Buddhist ritual, and 90% Japanese funerals are conducted in a Buddhist manner. Aside from the religious aspect, a Japanese funeral usually includes a wake, the cremation of the deceased, and inclusion within the family grave. Follow-up services are then performed by a Buddhist priest on specific anniversaries after death.

According to an estimate in 2005, 99.82% of all deceased Japanese are cremated.[50] In most cases the cremated remains are placed in an urn[image: External link] and then deposited in a family grave. In recent years however, alternative methods of disposal have become more popular, including scattering of the ashes, burial in outer space, and conversion of the cremated remains into a diamond[image: External link] that can be set in jewelry.
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 In the Philippines




Main article: Funeral practices and burial customs in the Philippines[image: External link]


Funeral practices and burial customs in the Philippines encompass a wide range of personal[image: External link], cultural[image: External link], and traditional[image: External link] beliefs and practices which Filipinos[image: External link] observe in relation to death, bereavement, and the proper honoring, interment, and remembrance of the dead. These practices have been vastly shaped by the variety of religions and cultures that entered the Philippines throughout its complex history[image: External link].

Most if not all present-day Filipinos, like their ancestors, believe in some form of an afterlife[image: External link] and give considerable attention to honouring the dead[image: External link].[51] Except amongst Filipino Muslims[image: External link] (who are obliged to bury a corpse less than 24 hours after death), a wake is generally held from three days to a week.[52] Wakes in rural areas are usually held in the home, while in urban settings the dead is typically displayed in a funeral home. Apart from spreading the news about someone’s death verbally,[52] obituaries[image: External link] are also published in newspapers. Although the majority of the Filipino people are Christians,[53] they have retained some traditional indigenous beliefs concerning death.[54][55]
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 In Korea




In Korea, funerals are typically held for three days and different things are done in each day.

The first day: on the day a person dies, the body is moved to a funeral hall. They prepare clothes for the body and put him into a chapel of rest. Then prepare food for a dead person. It is made up of three bowls of rice and three kinds of Korean side dishes. Also there has to be three coins and three straw shoes. This can be cancelled if families of dead person have particular religion.[56]

The second day: on second day, funeral director washes the body and shrouding is done. Then, one of a family member of dead person puts uncooked rice in mouth of dead body. This step does not have to be done if the family has certain religion. After putting the rice in his mouth, the body is moved into a coffin. Family members, including close relatives, of dead person will wear mourning. Mourning for woman is Korean traditional clothes, Hanbok[image: External link], and mourning for man is a suit. The color has to be black. Ritual ceremony begins when they are done with changing clothes and preparing foods for the dead person. The ritual ceremony is different depending on their religion. After the ritual ceremony family members will start to greet guests.[57]

The third day: on the third day, they decide whether to bury the body in the ground or cremate the body. If they decide to bury the body in the ground, three people from the family member sprinkle dirt on the coffin three times. In case of cremation, there are no specific things to be done like ground burial. Only thing needed is a jar to place burned bones in and a place to keep the jar.

Other than those facts, in Korea, people who come to funeral bring condolence money. Also, a food called Yukgaejang[image: External link] is served to guests often times with Korean alcohol called soju[image: External link].[58]
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 In Mongolia




Like many other cultures, funeral practices in Mongolia are the most important rituals that they follow. They have mixed their rituals with Buddhists due to creating a new, unique way of death.[59]

For Mongolians who are very strict when it comes to their traditions, there were three different ways of burial that families could choose from. The main one being open-air burial, and the others being cremation and embalming. There were many factors that went into deciding which funeral practice to do. These consisted of the family's social standing, the cause of death and the specific location they died at. The main people that were chosen to be embalmed were the people apart of the Lamaistic Church, by choosing this practice, they are usually buried in a sitting position. This would show that they would always be in the position of prayer. Also, more important people such as Nobles would be buried with weapons, horses and food in their coffins to help them prepare for the next world. [60]

The coffin is built specifically designed by three to four relatives, mainly men.  In order to determine how big the coffin will be, the builders bring planks to the hut that the dead is located and put together the box and the lid to go with it.  The same people who help put together the coffin also help decorate the funeral. Most of this work is done after the sun goes down.  With very specific instruction, they work on decorations inside the youngest daughters house.  The reason for this is so the deceased is not disturbed at night.[61]
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 In Vietnam




In Vietnam, Buddhism[image: External link] is the most commonly practiced religion, however, most burial methods do not coincide with the Buddhist belief of cremation[image: External link].[62]

The body of the deceased is moved to a loved one’s house and placed in an expensive coffin. The body usually stays there for about three days, allowing time for people to visit and place gifts in the mouth.[62] This stems from the Vietnamese belief that the dead should be surrounded by their family. This belief goes so far as to include superstition as well. If somebody is dying in Vietnamese culture, they are rushed home from the hospital so they can die there, because if they die away from home it is believed to be bad luck to take a corpse home.[63]

Many services are also held in the Vietnamese burial practices. One is held before moving the coffin from the home and the other is held at the burial site.[64] After the burial of the loved one, incense is burned at the gravesite and respect is paid to all the nearby graves. Following this, the family and friends return to the home and enjoy a feast to celebrate the life of the recently departed.[64] Even after the deceased has been buried, the respect and honor continues. For the first 49 days after the burying, the family holds a memorial service every 7 days, where the family and friends come back together to celebrate the life of their loved one. After this, they meet again on the 100th day after the death, then 265 days after the death, and finally they meet on the anniversary of the death of their loved one, a whole year later, to continue to continue to celebrate the glorious life of their recently departed.[65]
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 African funerals
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 Ancient Egypt




Main article: Ancient_Egyptian_funerary_practices[image: External link]
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 West African




African funerals are usually open to many visitors. The custom of burying the dead in the floor of dwelling-houses has been to some degree prevalent on the Gold Coast[image: External link] of Africa. The ceremony depends on the traditions of the ethnicity the deceased belonged to. The funeral may last for as much as a week. Another custom, a kind of memorial, frequently takes place seven years after the person's death. These funerals and especially the memorials may be extremely expensive for the family in question. Cattle, sheep, goats, and poultry, may be offered and then consumed.

The Ashanti[image: External link] and Akan[image: External link] ethnic groups in Ghana typically wear red and black during funerals. For special family members, there is typically a funeral celebration with singing and dancing to honor the life of the deceased. Afterwards, the Akan hold a sombre funeral procession and burial with intense displays of sorrow. Other funerals in Ghana are held with the deceased put in elaborate "fantasy coffins" colored and shaped after a certain object, such as a fish, crab, boat, and even airplanes.[65] The Kane Kwei Carpentry Workshop[image: External link] in Teshie[image: External link], named after Seth Kane Kwei who invented this new style of coffin, has become an international reference for this form of art.

Some diseases, such as Ebola[image: External link] can be spread by funerary customs including touching the dead. However, safe burials can be achieved by following simple procedures. For example, letting relatives see the face of the dead before bodybags are closed and taking photographs, if desired, can greatly reduce the risk of infection without impacting too heavily on the customs of burial.[66]
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 East African




In Kenya funerals are an expensive undertaking. Keeping bodies in morgues to allow for fund raising is a common occurrence more so in urban areas. Some families opt to bury their dead in the countryside homes instead of urban cemeteries, thus spending more money on transporting the dead.
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 Historical Mausoleums
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 China
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 Tomb of Emperor Qin Shi Huang




Main article: Mausoleum of the First Qin Emperor[image: External link]


The first emperor of the Qin dynasty, Qin Shi Huang[image: External link]’s mausoleum is located in the Lintong District of Xi’an[image: External link], Shaanxi Province. Qin Shi Huang’s tomb is one of the World Heritage sites in China. Its remarkable feature and size have been known as one of the most important historical sites in China.[67] Qin Shi Huang is the first emperor who united China for the first time. The mausoleum was built in 247 BC after he became the emperor of Qin Dynasty[image: External link].

Ancient Chinese mausoleums[image: External link] have unique characteristics compared to other cultures. Ancient Chinese thought that the soul remains even after death, (immortal soul) regarded funeral practices as an important tradition.[68] From their long history, the construction of mausoleums has developed over time, creating monumental and massive ancient emperor’s tomb[image: External link].

Archeologists have found more than 8,000 life-sized figures resembling an army surrounding the emperor’s tomb.[69] The primary purpose of the placement of Terracotta Army[image: External link] is to protect the emperor’s tomb. The figures were composed of clay and fragments of pottery. The Terracotta Army resembles the soldiers, horses, government officials, and even musicians. All of the figures were made so acutely and delicately. The arrangement and the weapons they are carrying resembled entirely to the real weapons at that time. Furthermore, their facial features weren’t identical, but with unique features and details.
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 Imperial Tombs of the Ming and Qing Dynasties




Main article: Imperial Tombs of the Ming and Qing Dynasties[image: External link]


The Imperial Tombs of Ming and Qing Dynasties are included as World Heritage Sites[image: External link]. The three Imperial Tombs of Qin Dynasty were additionally inscribed in 2000 and 2003.[70] The three tombs were all built in the 17th century. The tombs have been constructed to praise the emperors of Qing Dynasty[image: External link] and their ancestors. In tradition, Chinese have followed the Feng Shui[image: External link] to build and decorate the interior. All of the tombs are strictly made followed by the Feng Shui theory. Harmony between the architecture and the surrounding topographical structure were seen as an integral part of nature. According to the Feng Shi theory, to build a tomb, three must be a mountain on the northern side and low land on the south. In the west and east, a river must be located.

The Imperial Tombs of Ming and Qing Dynasties clearly shows the cultural and architectural tradition that has swayed the area for more than 500 years. There is a great harmony between the surrounding nature and the architecture. In Chinese culture, the tombs were considered as a portal between the world of the living and the dead. Chinese believed that the portal would divide the soul into two parts. The half of the soul would go to heaven, and the other half would remain within the physical body.[71]
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 Mutes and professional mourners




From about 1600 to 1914 there were two professions in Europe now almost totally forgotten. The mute is depicted in art quite frequently but in literature is probably best known from Dickens's Oliver Twist[image: External link]. Oliver[image: External link] is working for Mr. Sowerberry[image: External link] when this conversation takes place: "There's an expression of melancholy in his face, my dear... which is very interesting. He would make a delightful mute, my love". And in Martin Chuzzlewit[image: External link], Moult, the undertaker, states, "This promises to be one of the most impressive funerals,...no limitation of expense...I have orders to put on my whole establishment of mutes, and mutes come very dear, Mr Pecksniff." The main purpose of a funeral mute was to stand around at funerals with a sad, pathetic face. A symbolic protector of the deceased, the mute would usually stand near the door of the home or church. In Victorian times, mutes would wear somber clothing including black cloaks, top hats with trailing hatbands, and gloves.[72]

The professional mourner, generally a woman, would shriek and wail (often while clawing her face and tearing at her clothing), to encourage others to weep. These people are mentioned[citation needed[image: External link]] in ancient Greek plays, and were commonly employed throughout Europe until the beginning of the nineteenth century. The practice continues in Africa.[citation needed[image: External link]] The 2003 award-winning Philippine comedy Crying Ladies revolves around the lives of three women who are part-time professional mourners for the Chinese-Filipino community in Manila's Chinatown[image: External link]. According to the film, the Chinese use professional mourners to help expedite the entry of a deceased loved one's soul into heaven by giving the impression that he or she was a good and loving person, well-loved by many.
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 State funeral




Main article: State funeral[image: External link]


High-ranking national figures such as heads of state, prominent politicians, military figures, national heroes and eminent cultural figures may be offered state funerals[image: External link].
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 Final disposition




Some cultures place the dead in tombs of various sorts, either individually, or in specially designated tracts of land that house tombs. Burial in a graveyard[image: External link] is one common form of tomb. In some places, burials are impractical because the groundwater[image: External link] is too high; therefore tombs are placed above ground, as is the case in New Orleans, Louisiana[image: External link], US. Elsewhere, a separate building for a tomb is usually reserved for the socially prominent and wealthy; grand, above-ground tombs are called mausoleums[image: External link]. The socially prominent sometimes had the privilege of having their corpses stored in church crypts. In more recent times, however, this has often been forbidden by hygiene laws. Burial was not always permanent. In some areas, burial grounds needed to be reused due to limited space. In these areas, once the dead have decomposed to skeletons, the bones are removed; after their removal they can be placed in an ossuary[image: External link].
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 Burial at sea




"Burial at sea[image: External link]" in past generations has meant the deliberate disposal of a corpse into the ocean, wrapped and tied with weights to make sure it sinks. It has been a common practice in navies and seafaring nations; in the Church of England[image: External link], special forms of funeral service were added to the Book of Common Prayer[image: External link] to cover it. In today's generation, "burial at sea" may also refer to the scattering of ashes in the ocean, while "whole body burial at sea" refers to the entire uncremated body being placed in the ocean at great depths.[citation needed[image: External link]] Laws vary by jurisdictions.

Science fiction[image: External link] writers have frequently extended the concept to a "burial in space[image: External link]".
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 Cremation




Main article: Cremation[image: External link]


Cremation is also an old custom; it was the usual mode of disposing of a corpse in ancient Rome[image: External link] (along with graves covered with heaped mounds, also found in Greece, particularly at the Karameikos graveyard in Monastiraki[image: External link]). Vikings[image: External link] were occasionally cremated in their longships[image: External link], and afterwards the location of the site was marked with standing stones[image: External link].

Since the latter part of the twentieth century, despite the objections of some religious groups, cremation has become increasingly popular. Jewish law ( Halakha[image: External link]) forbids cremation, believing that the soul of a cremated person will be unable to find its final repose. The Roman Catholic Church forbade it for many years, but since 1963 the church has allowed it, as long as it is not done to express disbelief in bodily resurrection[image: External link]. The church specifies that cremated remains are either buried or entombed; they do not allow cremated remains to be scattered or kept at home. Many Catholic cemeteries now have columbarium niches for cremated remains, or specific sections for those remains. Some denominations of Protestantism[image: External link] allow cremation; the more conservative denominations generally do not. The Eastern Orthodox Church[image: External link] and Islam also forbid cremation.[73]

Among Hindus, Jains, Sikhs and some sects of Buddhists such as those found in Japan, cremation is common.
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 Feeding to scavenger animals




See also: Sky burial[image: External link]


Rarer forms of disposal of the dead include exposure to the elements and to scavenger animals. This includes various forms of excarnation, where the corpse is stripped of the flesh, leaving only the bones, which are then either buried or stored elsewhere, in ossuaries or tombs for example. This was done by some groups of Native Americans[image: External link] in protohistoric times. Ritual exposure of the dead (without preservation of the bones) is practiced by Zoroastrians[image: External link] in Mumbai[image: External link] and Karachi[image: External link], where bodies are placed in "Towers of Silence[image: External link]", where vultures[image: External link] and other carrion-eating birds dispose of the corpses. In the present-day structures, the bones are collected in a central pit where, assisted by lime, they, too, eventually decompose. Exposure to scavenger birds (with preservation of some, but not all bones) is also practiced by some high-altitude[image: External link] Tibetan Buddhists[image: External link], where practical considerations such as the lack of firewood and a shallow active layer seem to have led to the practice known as jhator or "giving alms to the birds".
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 Mummification




Mummification is the drying of bodies to preserve them. The most famous practitioners were ancient Egyptians[image: External link]—many nobles and highly ranked bureaucrats had their corpses embalmed[image: External link] and stored in luxurious sarcophagi[image: External link] inside their funeral mausoleums. Pharaohs[image: External link] stored their embalmed corpses in pyramids[image: External link].[74]
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 Cannibalism




Cannibalism has earlier been practiced post-mortem in parts of Papua New Guinea. The practice has been linked to the spread of kuru[image: External link], a prion disease[image: External link].[75]
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 Promession




Promession[image: External link] is a new method of disposing of the body. Patented[image: External link] by a Swedish[image: External link] company, a promession is also known as an "ecological funeral". Its main purpose is to return the body to soil quickly while minimizing pollution and resource consumption.
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 Self-planned funerals




Some people choose to make their funeral arrangements in advance so that at the time of their death, their wishes are known to their family. However, the extent to which decisions regarding the disposition of a decedent's remains (including funeral arrangements) can be controlled by the decedent while still alive vary from one jurisdiction to another. In the United States, there are states which allow one to make these decisions for oneself if desired, for example by appointing an agent to carry out one's wishes; in other states, the law allows the decedent's next-of-kin to make the final decisions about the funeral without taking the wishes of the decedent into account.[76]

The decedent may, in most U.S. jurisdictions, provide instructions as to the funeral by means of a last will and testament. These instructions can be given some legal effect if bequests are made contingent on the heirs carrying them out, with alternative gifts if they are not followed. This requires the will to become available in time; aspects of the disposition of the remains of US President Franklin Delano Roosevelt[image: External link] ran contrary to a number of his stated wishes, which were found in a safe that was not opened until after the funeral.
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 Organ donation and body donation




Some people donate their bodies[image: External link] to a medical school[image: External link] for use in research or education. Medical students frequently study anatomy from donated cadavers; they are also useful in forensic research.[77] Some medical conditions, such as amputations or various surgeries can make the cadaver unsuitable for these purposes; in other cases the bodies of people who had certain medical conditions are useful for research into those conditions. Many medical schools rely on the donation of cadavers for the teaching of anatomy.[78]

It is also possible to donate organs[image: External link] and tissue[image: External link] after death, for treating the sick, or for research.
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 See also





	Dead bell[image: External link]

	Funerary art[image: External link]

	List of funerals[image: External link]

	Wake (ceremony)[image: External link]
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Westminster Hall and Burying Ground






Westminster Hall and Burying Ground is a graveyard[image: External link] and former church[image: External link] located at 519 West Fayette Street[image: External link] (at North Greene Street) in Baltimore[image: External link], Maryland[image: External link], United States[image: External link]. Occupying the southeast corner of West Fayette and North Greene Street[image: External link] on the west side of downtown Baltimore, the site is probably most famous as the burial site of Edgar Allan Poe, (1809–1849). The complex was declared a national historic district[image: External link] in 1974.[1]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




The graveyard was established in January 1787 by the First Presbyterian Church of Baltimore[image: External link], from land on the westside of old Baltimore Town purchased by a committee of noted laymen consisting of William Smith, John Boyd, and William Patterson[image: External link] (locally prominent merchant, civic activist, owner of future Patterson Park[image: External link], and father of noted Baltimore socialite/debutante Elizabeth ("Betsy") Patterson[image: External link], (1785-1879), who married Jerome Bonaparte[image: External link] in 1803, brother of the French Emperor Napoleon I[image: External link]) from Col. John Eager Howard[image: External link], (1752-1827), former commander of the famous "Maryland Line[image: External link]" regiment of the Continental Army[image: External link] in the American Revolution[image: External link]. Col. Howard owned the estate and mansion of "Belvidere"[image: External link], in what was called "Howard's Woods", north of Baltimore Town (later to become the neighborhood of Mount Vernon-Belvedere[image: External link], and the site of the landmark Washington Monument[image: External link]). First Presbyterian, a congregation of socially and economically elite local Presbyterians[image: External link] and Reformed Protestants, then was located in downtown Baltimore since its founding in 1761 at the northwest corner of East Fayette Street at North Street (later Guilford Avenue) in a landmark twin-spired Georgian architecture[image: External link]-Federal style[image: External link] architecture structure from 1790-1795. Over the next 60 years, the "Burying Grounds" (or cemetery) became the final resting place for many important and influential merchants, politicians, statesmen, and dozens of veterans (officers and soldiers) of the American Revolutionary War[image: External link] and War of 1812[image: External link] who were citizens of the burgeoning and soon-to-be, the third largest city in America - Baltimore.

Today, this "who's who" of early Baltimore is overshadowed by the later presence of the promising writer, poet and author Edgar Allan Poe, who was buried here in October 1849, following his sudden and mysterious death after being found on the street near East Lombard Street in a sick and semi-conscious state wearing unfamiliar clothes. Poe was taken to the Church Home and Infirmary on Broadway (between East Fayette and Baltimore Streets on "Washington Hill"), where he died four days later. He was interred in the old Western Burying Grounds of the First Presbyterian Church[image: External link]. Some time later a small stone was erected at the plot in the southeastern corner of the cemetery, through the efforts of his relative Neilson Poe. By a year later, a substantial church was planned to be erected over the grounds built upon supporting brick and stone arches to preserve the resting places of those interred below. The new Westminster Presbyterian Church sponsored by the earlier parishes of First Church and the newer Franklin Street Presbyterian Church[image: External link], along with the Presbytery of Baltimore[image: External link] was organized and dedicated in July 1852.

Because of his subsequent growing literary fame as the 19th Century progressed following his death, a resolution was offered by Prof. John Basil, Jr., principal of the Number 8 Grammar School, and was adopted appointing a committee of five—Professors Basil, (Thomas D. Baird and J.J.G. Webster (of the Central High School of Baltimore, (later renamed in 1866 as the Baltimore City College)[image: External link], along with Misses Veeder and Wise -- "to devise some means best adapted in their judgment to perpetuate the memory of one who has contributed so largely to American literature" and a subscription was taken up in October 1865 by several leaders and members of the Public School Teachers Association. Numerous activities to raise further funds were held for some time by the pupils and the teachers of the Baltimore City Public Schools[image: External link], including various entertainments by the young ladies of the Western[image: External link] and Eastern[image: External link] Female High Schools, under the direction of Miss S. A. Rice. By March 1871 the "Poe Memorial Fund" amounted to about $587.00. Then a new committee of Profs. Elliott (City College), Kerr and Hamilton and Misses Rice and Baer, professors of English and Literature at the Western-Eastern High Schools, was appointed and by April 1872, resolved to apply the monies so collected to erection of a monument over Poe's grave. By September 1874, with the estate of the late Principal Thomas Baird[image: External link] of the City College[image: External link] being donated consisting of $627.55, the architect of the new Baltimore City Hall[image: External link] on Holliday Street, Mr. George A. Frederick[image: External link], was requested to design a suitable stone monument, which later ran over the expected cost, however the balance was made up by a generous donation from a Philadelphian, Mr. George W. Childs, of $650.00. The monument was then carved by local sculptor and stonemason Hugh Sisson. Poe's body was exhumed and moved to the new more prominent northwestern site near the cemetery entrance gate at the corner of North Greene and West Fayette Streets. The monument was dedicated November 17, 1875 in the presence of a large concourse of spectators with addresses by Profs. William Elliott, Jr., H.E. Shepherd, and the locally famous civic activist, author-artist and orator John H. B. Latrobe, and representatives of several other public schools, colleges and institutions. The design of the monument consists of a pedestal (or die block) with an ornamental cap wholly of marble, resting on two marble slabs, and a granite base. The front of the die block bears a medallion portrait of the author-poet by the sculptor Volck, while on the western side appear the lines of inscription: "Edgar Allan Poe: born Jan. 20, 1809; died Oct. 7, 1849."

Annual observances on his birth and death dates at his grave side are still conducted to this day, attended by the WHT officials, Presbyterian Church clergy and members of several literary, educational and historical societies (such as the Poe Society of Baltimore), representatives of the several Baltimore City public high schools whose predecessors sponsored the Monuments over 140 years ago (Baltimore City College[image: External link] with their two old literary and debating societies: Bancroft and Carrollton-Wight, and the Western High School[image: External link] and the Eastern High School[image: External link]) and the general public and media. There is also additionally, very popular tours of the graves and catacombs below the old church and hall and activities on the festival of "Halloween" in late October. Plus there has been for decades, the legends of the "Poe Toaster" on the anniversary of his birthday in January, leaving a bottle of cognac and a single red rose by the grave mysteriously in the dark hours of night, until suddenly stopping a few years ago,

In July 1852, Westminster Presbyterian Church was erected overtop the graveyard, its brick piers straddling gravestones and burial vaults to create what later Baltimoreans referred to as the "catacombs." For years, it was thought that the Gothic Revival-style[image: External link] Westminster Presbyterian Church was built in response to a new city ordinance prohibiting cemeteries that were not adjacent to a religious structure. Research in the early 1980s by historian Michael Franch found no such ordinance—and revealed a more complex motive: The congregation hoped that the new expansion church would serve Baltimore's growing "West End"—new churches were then springing up in every corner of the city in response to a dramatic increase in population—and provide protection to an aging, old-fashioned, 18th Century-style "burying ground" that few saw as an appropriate resting place for the more up-to-date 19th Century.[2]

Westminster Presbyterian Church lived up to its promise and ministry for several decades, but suffered a dramatic loss of congregants by the early 1900s who were moving to the outer city and its suburbs and joining additional Presbyterian and other congregations there. Even First Presbyterian and the Franklin Street congregations eventually merged in 1974, (now known as "First and Franklin Street Presbyterian Church") moving to the First Church building at the corner of Park Avenue and West Madison Streets, with the old Franklin Street building now being used by a fundamentalist Protestant congregation that however takes good care of its historic building. Revived in the 1920s by a number of new active members, the congregation continued until 1977 when the Westminster Presbyterian congregation was disbanded/disorganized and historical assets were reverted to the local Presbytery of Baltimore[image: External link] and arrangements were made when care of the church building and premises was assumed by the University of Maryland's School of Law, which occupies the rest of the square block to the south, southeast and east bounded by West Baltimore, North Paca, West Fayette and North Greene streets. The School of Law's city block campus is also surrounded by the urban neighborhood of the other buildings, facilities, medical center, parking garages and public squares of the various graduate schools of the University of Maryland at Baltimore[image: External link]'s westside/downtown campus, founded in 1807. Under the auspices of the newly organized, non-profit "Westminster Preservation Trust", the "burying grounds" were cleaned up and the church was renovated for secular public use, now known as "Westminster Hall". Support and a listing has also been obtained from the Maryland Historical Trust[image: External link] and other heritage and tourism organizations such as the newly established efforts of the Baltimore National Heritage Area, with the National Park Service[image: External link], with cooperation from the Maryland Historical Society[image: External link], the Baltimore City Historical Society, Baltimore Heritage[image: External link], Preservation Maryland, and the Office of Promotion and the Arts in the Mayor's Office of the City of Baltimore plus the Baltimore City Commission for Historical and Architectural Preservation. In 2006, the Westminster Preservation Trust installed more than 20 interpretive signs around the burying ground and catacombs to provide historical and biographical information on the area.

The site has been used in an episode of "Creepy Canada[image: External link]", with paranormal[image: External link] investigators from BSPR[image: External link] discussing its possible haunting[image: External link].[3]
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 Persons of note interred




A number of famous Marylanders are interred here, including many Revolutionary[image: External link] patriots and veterans of the War of 1812[image: External link]. Other Marylanders include:


	
James Calhoun (1743–1816), last Mayor of Baltimore Town and first Mayor of the City of Baltimore[image: External link]


	
James Morrison Harris[image: External link] (1817–1898), U.S. Representative[image: External link]


	
Edward Johnson[image: External link] (1767–1829), Mayor[image: External link] of Baltimore during British[image: External link] attack in September 1814, chair of the "Committee of Vigilance and Safety".

	
Philip Barton Key[image: External link] (1818–1859), son of Francis Scott Key[image: External link], Shot and killed by Daniel E. Sickles[image: External link], his lover's husband, at Lafayette Park[image: External link], Washington, D.C.[image: External link], 27 February 1859

	
James McHenry[image: External link] (1753–1816), signer of the U.S. Constitution[image: External link] and Secretary of War[image: External link], namesake for Fort McHenry[image: External link].

	
Edgar Allan Poe (1809–1849), short story[image: External link] writer, editor and critic

	
Virginia Eliza Clemm Poe (1822–1847), teen-age wife of Edgar Allan Poe

	
Maria Clemm (1790–1871), mother-in-law and aunt of Edgar Allan Poe

	
William Henry Leonard Poe (1807–1831), brother of Edgar Allan Poe

	
General David Poe, Sr. (1743–1816), grandfather of Edgar Allan Poe





	
Robert Smith[image: External link] (1757–1842), Secretary of the Navy[image: External link], Secretary Of State[image: External link], and Attorney General[image: External link]


	
Samuel Smith[image: External link] (1752–1839), U.S. Congressman[image: External link], U.S. Senator[image: External link], and Mayor of Baltimore[image: External link], and Major General, commander of Maryland Militia in the War of 1812[image: External link], with overall command during the British[image: External link] attack in September 1814 and the Battle of Baltimore[image: External link], with the fortification/defensive forces on "Loudenschlager's Hill (now "Hampstead Hill" in Patterson Park[image: External link]), the Bombardment of Fort McHenry[image: External link] and the Battle of North Point[image: External link].

	
Samuel Sterett[image: External link] (1758–1833), U.S. Representative[image: External link]


	
David Stewart[image: External link] (1800–1858), U.S. Senator[image: External link]


	
John Stricker[image: External link] (1758–1825), War of 1812[image: External link] Maryland Militia Brigadier General and commander at the Battle of North Point[image: External link].
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 Edgar Allan Poe




Westminster Hall and Burying Ground is home to the grave of American author Edgar Allan Poe, arguably its most famous resident. Poe actually has two graves on this site: his original grave and a monument added in 1875. His original burial spot, towards the back of Westminster Hall, is marked by a headstone with an engraved raven. It was a family plot, lot 27, where his grandfather General David Poe Sr. and his brother Henry Leonard Poe are also buried.[4] In 1875, a local school teacher started a "Pennies for Poe" campaign to raise money for a more appropriate monument, resulting in the large marble monument located at the front of the cemetery facing Fayette St; to this day, it is traditional for visitors to the grave to leave a penny on the monument. Poe was re-buried there along with his aunt and mother-in-law Maria Clemm and his wife Virginia.

Westminster Hall is the location of the Edgar Allan Poe House and Museum's annual Poe birthday celebration every January, often featuring theatrical presentations and an apple cider[image: External link] toast[image: External link]. The organization claims it is the world's largest Poe birthday celebration. On Poe's birthday, January 19, an unidentified man known endearingly as the Poe Toaster visited the burying ground to make an annual tribute to Poe. The tradition seemingly ended in 2009.
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 Historic designation




Westminster Hall and Burying Ground was listed on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link] on September 17, 1974.[1] They are included in the Baltimore National Heritage Area[image: External link].[5]
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Suicide






For other uses, see Suicide (disambiguation)[image: External link].



	Suicide



	
The Suicide[image: External link] by Édouard Manet[image: External link] 1877–1881



	Specialty[image: External link]
	Psychiatry[image: External link]



	Usual onset
	>70 and 15–30 years old[1]




	Causes
	
Hanging[image: External link], pesticide poisoning[image: External link], firearms[image: External link][2][3]




	Risk factors
	
Depression, bipolar disorder[image: External link], schizophrenia[image: External link], personality disorders[image: External link], alcoholism, substance misuse[image: External link][4][2]




	Prevention
	Limiting access to methods of suicide, treating mental disorders and substance misuse, proper media[image: External link] reporting of suicide, improving economic conditions[2]




	Deaths
	828,000 / 1.5% (2015)[5]




	
[edit on Wikidata[image: External link]]






Suicide is the act of intentionally causing one's own death[image: External link].[6] Risk factors include mental disorders[image: External link] such as depression, bipolar disorder[image: External link], schizophrenia[image: External link], personality disorders[image: External link], alcoholism, substance misuse[image: External link], and use of benzodiazepines[image: External link].[7][4][2] Others are impulsive acts[image: External link] due to stress such as from financial difficulties[image: External link], troubles with relationships[image: External link], or from bullying[image: External link].[2][8] Those who have previously attempted suicide are at higher risk for future attempts.[2] Suicide prevention[image: External link] efforts include limiting access to methods of suicide, such as firearms[image: External link], drugs, and poisons, treating mental disorders and substance misuse, proper media[image: External link] reporting of suicide, and improving economic conditions.[2] Although crisis hotlines[image: External link] are common, there is little evidence for their effectiveness.[9]

The most commonly used method of suicide[image: External link] varies between countries, and is partly related to the availability of effective means.[10] Common methods include hanging[image: External link], pesticide poisoning[image: External link], and firearms[image: External link].[2][3] Suicide resulted in 828,000 deaths globally in 2015 (up from 712,000 deaths in 1990).[5][11] This makes it the 10th leading cause of death[image: External link] worldwide.[4][12]

Approximately 0.5% to 1.4% of people die by suicide, about 12 per 100,000 persons per year.[12][13] Three quarters of suicides globally occur in the developing world[image: External link].[2] Rates of completed suicides are generally higher in men than in women, ranging from 1.5 times as much in the developing world to 3.5 times in the developed world[image: External link].[1] Suicide is generally most common among those over the age of 70; however, in certain countries those aged between 15 and 30 are at highest risk.[1] There are an estimated 10 to 20 million non-fatal attempted suicides[image: External link] every year.[14] Non-fatal suicide attempts may lead to injury and long-term disabilities. In the Western world, attempts are more common in young people and females.[13]

Views on suicide have been influenced by broad existential[image: External link] themes such as religion, honor[image: External link], and the meaning of life[image: External link].[15][16] The Abrahamic religions[image: External link] traditionally consider suicide an offense towards God[image: External link] due to the belief in the sanctity of life[image: External link].[17] During the samurai[image: External link] era in Japan, a form of suicide known as seppuku[image: External link] (harakiri) was respected as a means of making up for failure or as a form of protest.[18] Sati[image: External link], a practice outlawed by the British Raj[image: External link], expected the Indian widow[image: External link] to kill herself[image: External link] on her husband's funeral fire[image: External link], either willingly or under pressure from the family and society.[19] Suicide and attempted suicide, while previously illegal, are no longer so in most Western countries.[20] It remains a criminal offense in many countries.[21] In the 20th and 21st centuries, suicide has been used on rare occasions as a form of protest, and kamikaze[image: External link] and suicide bombings[image: External link] have been used as a military or terrorist tactic.[22] The word is from the Latin[image: External link] suicidium, which means "the killing of oneself".[23]
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 Definitions




Main article: Suicide terminology[image: External link]


Suicide, also known as completed suicide, is "the act of taking one's own life".[6] Attempted suicide or non-fatal suicidal behavior is self-injury[image: External link] with the desire to end one's life that does not result in death.[24] Assisted suicide[image: External link] is when one individual helps another bring about their own death indirectly via providing either advice or the means to the end.[25] This is in contrast to euthanasia[image: External link], where another person takes a more active role in bringing about a person's death.[25] Suicidal ideation[image: External link] is thoughts of ending one's life but not taking any active efforts to do so.[24]

There is discussion about the appropriateness of the term "commit", and its use to describe suicide. Those who object to the use of commit argue that it carries with it implications that suicide is a criminal, sinful or morally wrong act.[26] There is growing consensus that it is more appropriate to use "completed suicide", "died by suicide" or simply "killed him/herself" to describe the act of suicide, and this is reflected in mental health organisations' media guidance.[27][28][29][30] Despite these efforts, "committed suicide" and similar descriptions remain common in both scholarly research and journalism.[31][32]
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 Risk factors




Factors that affect the risk of suicide include mental disorders, drug misuse, psychological states, cultural, family and social situations, and genetics.[34] Mental disorders and substance misuse frequently co-exist.[35] Other risk factors include having previously attempted suicide,[13] the ready availability of a means to take one's life, a family history of suicide, or the presence of traumatic brain injury[image: External link].[36] For example, suicide rates have been found to be greater in households with firearms than those without them.[37]

Socio-economic[image: External link] problems such as unemployment, poverty, homelessness[image: External link], and discrimination may trigger suicidal thoughts.[38][39] About 15–40% of people leave a suicide note[image: External link].[40] War veterans[image: External link] have a higher risk of suicide due in part to higher rates of mental illness such as post traumatic stress disorder[image: External link] and physical health problems related to war[image: External link].[41] Genetics appears to account for between 38% and 55% of suicidal behaviors.[42]
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 Mental disorders




Mental disorders are often present at the time of suicide with estimates ranging from 27%[43] to more than 90%.[13] In Asia, rates of mental disorders appear to be lower than in Western countries.[1] Of those who have been admitted to a psychiatric unit[image: External link], their lifetime risk of completed suicide is about 8.6%.[13] Half of all people who die by suicide may have major depressive disorder; having this or one of the other mood disorders[image: External link] such as bipolar disorder[image: External link] increases the risk of suicide 20-fold.[44] Other conditions implicated include schizophrenia[image: External link] (14%), personality disorders[image: External link] (8%),[45][46] bipolar disorder[image: External link],[44] obsessive compulsive disorder[image: External link],[47] and posttraumatic stress disorder[image: External link].[13]

Others estimate that about half of people who complete suicide could be diagnosed with a personality disorder with borderline personality disorder[image: External link] being the most common.[48] About 5% of people with schizophrenia[image: External link] die of suicide.[49] Eating disorders[image: External link] are another high risk condition.[50]

In approximately 80% of completed suicides, the individual has seen a physician within the year before their death,[51] including 45% within the prior month.[52] Approximately 25–40% of those who completed suicide had contact with mental health services in the prior year.[43][51] Antidepressants of the SSRI[image: External link] type appear to increase the risk of suicide in children but do not change the risk in adults.[53]
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 Previous attempts and self-harm




A previous history of suicide attempts[image: External link] is the most accurate predictor of completed suicide.[13] Approximately 20% of suicides have had a previous attempt, and of those who have attempted suicide, 1% complete suicide within a year[13] and more than 5% die by suicide within 10 years.[50] Acts of self-harm[image: External link] are not usually suicide attempts and most who self-harm are not at high risk of suicide.[54] Some who self-harm, however, do still end their life by suicide, and risk for self-harm and suicide may overlap.[54]
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 Substance use




Substance abuse[image: External link] is the second most common risk factor[image: External link] for suicide after major depression[image: External link] and bipolar disorder[image: External link].[55] Both chronic substance misuse as well as acute intoxication[image: External link] are associated.[35][56] When combined with personal grief, such as bereavement[image: External link], the risk is further increased.[56] Substance misuse is also associated with mental health disorders.[35]

Most people are under the influence of sedative-hypnotic drugs (such as alcohol or benzodiazepines) when they die by suicide[57] with alcoholism present in between 15% and 61% of cases.[35] Use of prescribed benzodiazepines is asscociated with an increased rate of attempted and completed suicide. The prosuicidal effects of benzodiazepines are suspected to be due to a psychiatric disturbance caused by side effects or withdrawal symptoms.[7] Countries that have higher rates of alcohol use and a greater density of bars generally also have higher rates of suicide.[58] About 2.2–3.4% of those who have been treated for alcoholism at some point in their life die by suicide.[58] Alcoholics who attempt suicide are usually male, older, and have tried to take their own lives in the past.[35] Between 3 and 35% of deaths among those who use heroin are due to suicide (approximately 14 fold greater than those who do not use).[59] In adolescents who misuse alcohol, neurological and psychological dysfunctions may contribute to the increased risk of suicide.[60]

The misuse of cocaine[image: External link] and methamphetamine[image: External link] has a high correlation with suicide.[35][61] In those who use cocaine the risk is greatest during the withdrawal phase.[62] Those who used inhalants[image: External link] are also at significant risk with around 20% attempting suicide at some point and more than 65% considering it.[35] Smoking cigarettes[image: External link] is associated with the risk of suicide.[63] There is little evidence as to why this association exists; however it has been hypothesized that those who are predisposed to smoking are also predisposed to suicide, that smoking causes health problems which subsequently make people want to end their life, and that smoking affects brain chemistry causing a propensity for suicide.[63] Cannabis[image: External link] however does not appear to independently increase the risk.[35]
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 Problem gambling




Problem gambling[image: External link] is associated with increased suicidal ideation[image: External link] and attempts compared to the general population.[64] Between 12 and 24% pathological gamblers attempt suicide.[65] The rate of suicide among their spouses is three times greater than that of the general population.[65] Other factors that increase the risk in problem gamblers include mental illness, alcohol and drug misuse.[66]
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 Medical conditions




There is an association between suicidality and physical health problems such as[50] chronic pain[image: External link],[67] traumatic brain injury[image: External link],[68] cancer,[69] kidney failure[image: External link] (requiring hemodialysis[image: External link]), HIV[image: External link], and systemic lupus erythematosus[image: External link].[50] The diagnosis of cancer approximately doubles the subsequent risk of suicide.[69] The prevalence of increased suicidality persisted after adjusting for depressive illness and alcohol abuse. In people with more than one medical condition the risk was particularly high. In Japan, health problems are listed as the primary justification for suicide.[70]

Sleep disturbances such as insomnia[image: External link][71] and sleep apnea[image: External link] are risk factors for depression and suicide. In some instances the sleep disturbances may be a risk factor independent of depression.[72] A number of other medical conditions may present with symptoms similar to mood disorders, including hypothyroidism[image: External link], Alzheimer's[image: External link], brain tumors[image: External link], systemic lupus erythematosus[image: External link], and adverse effects from a number of medications (such as beta blockers[image: External link] and steroids[image: External link]).[13]
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 Psychosocial states




A number of psychological states increase the risk of suicide including: hopelessness, loss of pleasure in life[image: External link], depression[image: External link] and anxiousness.[44] A poor ability to solve problems, the loss of abilities one used to have, and poor impulse control also play a role.[44][73] In older adults the perception of being a burden to others is important.[74] Suicide in which the reason is that the person feels that they are not part of society is known as egoistic suicide[image: External link].[75] Rates of suicide appear to decrease around Christmas.[76] One study however found the risk may be greater for males on their birthday.[77]

Recent life stresses such as a loss of a family member or friend, loss of a job, or social isolation (such as living alone) increase the risk.[44] Those who have never married are also at greater risk.[13] Being religious may reduce one's risk of suicide.[78] This has been attributed to the negative stance many religions take against suicide and to the greater connectedness religion may give.[78] Muslims[image: External link], among religious people, appear to have a lower rate of suicide; however the data supporting this is not strong.[21] There does not appear to be a difference in rates of attempted suicide rates.[21] Young women in the Middle East may have higher rates.[79]

Some may take their own lives to escape bullying[image: External link] or prejudice[image: External link].[80] A history of childhood sexual abuse[image: External link][81] and time spent in foster care[image: External link] are also risk factors.[82] Sexual abuse is believed to contribute to about 20% of the overall risk.[42]

An evolutionary[image: External link] explanation for suicide is that it may improve inclusive fitness[image: External link]. This may occur if the person dying by suicide cannot have more children and takes resources away from relatives by staying alive. An objection is that deaths by healthy adolescents likely does not increase inclusive fitness. Adaptation[image: External link] to a very different ancestral environment may be maladaptive in the current one.[73][83]

Poverty is associated with the risk of suicide.[84] Increasing relative poverty compared to those around a person increases suicide risk.[85] Over 200,000 farmers in India[image: External link] have died by suicide[image: External link] since 1997, partly due to issues of debt[image: External link].[86] In China suicide is three times as likely in rural regions as urban ones, partly, it is believed, due to financial difficulties in this area of the country.[87]
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 Media




The media, which includes the Internet, plays an important role.[34] How it depicts suicide may have a negative effect, with high-volume, prominent, repetitive coverage glorifying or romanticizing suicide having the most impact.[88] When detailed descriptions of how to kill oneself by a specific means are portrayed, this method of suicide may increase in the population as a whole.[10]

This trigger of suicide contagion or copycat suicide[image: External link] is known as the Werther effect, named after the protagonist in Goethe[image: External link]'s The Sorrows of Young Werther[image: External link] who killed himself and then was emulated by many admirers of the book.[89] This risk is greater in adolescents who may romanticize death.[90] It appears that while news media has a significant effect; that of the entertainment media is equivocal.[91][92] The opposite of the Werther effect is the proposed Papageno effect, in which coverage of effective coping mechanisms may have a protective effect. The term is based upon a character in Mozart[image: External link]'s opera The Magic Flute[image: External link], who (fearing the loss of a loved one) had planned to kill himself until his friends helped him out.[89] When media follows recommended reporting guidelines the risk of suicides can be decreased.[88] Getting buy-in from industry, however, can be difficult, especially in the long term.[88]
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 Rational




Rational suicide[image: External link] is the reasoned taking of one's own life,[93] although others consider suicide as never rational.[93] The act of taking one's life for the benefit of others is known as altruistic suicide[image: External link].[94] An example of this is an elder ending his or her life to leave greater amounts of food for the younger people in the community.[94] Suicide in some Inuit cultures[image: External link] has been seen as an act of respect, courage, or wisdom.[95]

A suicide attack[image: External link] is a political action where an attacker carries out violence against others which they understand will result in their own death.[96] Some suicide bombers are motivated by a desire to obtain martyrdoms[image: External link].[41] Kamikaze[image: External link] missions were carried out as a duty to a higher cause or moral obligation.[95] Murder–suicide[image: External link] is an act of homicide[image: External link] followed within a week by suicide of the person who carried out the act.[97]

Mass suicides[image: External link] are often performed under social pressure[image: External link] where members give up autonomy to a leader.[98] Mass suicides can take place with as few as two people, often referred to as a suicide pact[image: External link].[99]

In extenuating situations where continuing to live would be intolerable, some people use suicide as a means of escape.[100] Some inmates in Nazi concentration camps[image: External link] are known to have killed themselves by deliberately touching the electrified fences.[101]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Methods




Main article: Suicide methods[image: External link]


The leading method of suicide varies among countries. The leading methods in different regions include hanging[image: External link], pesticide poisoning[image: External link], and firearms[image: External link].[3] These differences are believed to be in part due to availability of the different methods.[10] A review of 56 countries found that hanging was the most common method in most of the countries,[102] accounting for 53% of the male suicides and 39% of the female suicides.[103]

Worldwide, 30% of suicides are estimated to occur from pesticide poisoning, most of which occur in the developing world.[2] The use of this method varies markedly from 4% in Europe to more than 50% in the Pacific region.[104] It is also common in Latin America[image: External link] due to easy access within the farming populations.[10] In many countries, drug overdoses account for approximately 60% of suicides among women and 30% among men.[105] Many are unplanned and occur during an acute period of ambivalence.[10] The death rate varies by method: firearms 80–90%, drowning 65–80%, hanging 60–85%, car exhaust 40–60%, jumping 35–60%, charcoal burning[image: External link] 40–50%, pesticides 6–75%, and medication overdose 1.5–4%.[10] The most common attempted methods of suicide differ from the most common successful methods; up to 85% of attempts are via drug overdose[image: External link] in the developed world.[50]

In China, the consumption of pesticides is the most common method.[106] In Japan, self-disembowelment known as seppuku[image: External link] (or hara-kiri) still occurs;[106] however, hanging and jumping are the most common.[107] Jumping to one's death is common in both Hong Kong[image: External link] and Singapore[image: External link] at 50% and 80% respectively.[10] In Switzerland, firearms are the most frequent suicides method in young males, however this method has decreased relatively since guns have become less common.[108][109] In the United States, 57% of suicides involve the use of firearms, with this method being somewhat more common in men than women.[13] The next most common cause was hanging in males and self-poisoning in females.[13] Together these methods comprised about 40% of U.S. suicides.[110]
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 Pathophysiology




There is no known unifying underlying pathophysiology[image: External link] for either suicide or depression.[13] It is however believed to result from an interplay of behavioral, socio-environmental and psychiatric factors.[10]

Low levels of brain-derived neurotrophic factor[image: External link] (BDNF) are both directly associated with suicide[111] and indirectly associated through its role in major depression, posttraumatic stress disorder, schizophrenia and obsessive–compulsive disorder[image: External link].[112] Post-mortem[image: External link] studies have found reduced levels of BDNF in the hippocampus[image: External link] and prefrontal cortex[image: External link], in those with and without psychiatric conditions.[113] Serotonin[image: External link], a brain neurotransmitter[image: External link], is believed to be low in those who die by suicide. This is partly based on evidence of increased levels of 5-HT2A receptors[image: External link] found after death.[114] Other evidence includes reduced levels of a breakdown product of serotonin, 5-Hydroxyindoleacetic acid[image: External link], in the cerebral spinal fluid[image: External link].[115] Direct evidence is however hard to gather.[114] Epigenetics[image: External link], the study of changes in genetic expression in response to environmental factors which do not alter the underlying DNA[image: External link], is also believed to play a role in determining suicide risk.[116]
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Main article: Suicide prevention[image: External link]


Suicide prevention is a term used for the collective efforts to reduce the incidence of suicide through preventative measures. Reducing access to certain methods, such as firearms or toxins can reduce risk.[10][117] Other measures include reducing access to charcoal (for burning) and barriers on bridges and subway platforms.[10][118] Treatment of drug and alcohol addiction, depression, and those who have attempted suicide in the past may also be effective.[117] Some have proposed reducing access to alcohol as a preventative strategy (such as reducing the number of bars).[35] Although crisis hotlines[image: External link] are common there is little evidence to support or refute their effectiveness.[9][119] In young adults who have recently thought about suicide, cognitive behavioral therapy[image: External link] appears to improve outcomes.[120] Economic development[image: External link] through its ability to reduce poverty may be able to decrease suicide rates.[84] Efforts to increase social connection, especially in elderly males, may be effective.[121] The World Suicide Prevention Day[image: External link] is observed annually on September 10 with the support of the International Association for Suicide Prevention[image: External link] and the World Health Organization[image: External link].[122]
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There is little data on the effects of screening the general population on the ultimate rate of suicide.[123][124] Screening those who come to the emergency departments with injuries from self harm[image: External link] have been shown to help identify suicide ideation and suicide intention. Psychometric tests such as the Beck Depression Inventory[image: External link] or the Geriatric Depression Scale[image: External link] for older people are being used.[125] As there is a high rate of people who test positive via these tools that are not at risk of suicide, there are concerns that screening may significantly increase mental health care resource utilization.[126] Assessing those at high risk however is recommended.[13] Asking about suicidality does not appear to increase the risk.[13]
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See also: Antidepressants and suicide risk[image: External link]


In those with mental health problems a number of treatments may reduce the risk of suicide. Those who are actively suicidal may be admitted to psychiatric care either voluntarily or involuntarily.[13] Possessions that may be used to harm oneself are typically removed.[50] Some clinicians get patients to sign suicide prevention contracts[image: External link] where they agree to not harm themselves if released.[13] Evidence however does not support a significant effect from this practice.[13] If a person is at low risk, outpatient mental health treatment may be arranged.[50] Short-term hospitalization has not been found to be more effective than community care for improving outcomes in those with borderline personality disorder[image: External link] who are chronically suicidal.[127][128]

There is tentative evidence that psychotherapy[image: External link], specifically, dialectical behaviour therapy[image: External link] reduces suicidality in adolescents[129] as well as in those with borderline personality disorder[image: External link].[130] It may also be useful in decreasing suicide attempts in adults at high risk.[131] Evidence however has not found a decrease in completed suicides.[129]

There is controversy around the benefit-versus-harm of antidepressants[image: External link].[34] In young persons, some antidepressants, such as SSRIs[image: External link], appear to increase the risk of suicidality from 25 per 1000 to 40 per 1000.[132] In older persons, however, they might decrease the risk.[13] Lithium[image: External link] appears effective at lowering the risk in those with bipolar disorder and unipolar depression to nearly the same levels as the general population.[133][134] Clozapine[image: External link] may decrease the thoughts of suicide in some people with schizophrenia.[135]
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Main article: Epidemiology of suicide[image: External link]


Approximately 0.5% to 1.4% of people die by suicide, a mortality rate[image: External link] of 11.6 per 100,000 persons per year.[12][13] Suicide resulted in 842,000 deaths in 2013 up from 712,000 deaths in 1990.[11] Rates of suicide have increased by 60% from the 1960s to 2012,[117] with these increases seen primarily in the developing world[image: External link].[4] Globally, as of 2008/2009, suicide is the tenth leading cause of death.[4] For every suicide that results in death there are between 10 and 40 attempted suicides.[13]

Suicide rates differ significantly between countries and over time.[12] As a percentage of deaths in 2008 it was: Africa 0.5%, South-East Asia 1.9%, Americas 1.2% and Europe 1.4%.[12] Rates per 100,000 were: Australia 8.6, Canada 11.1, China 12.7, India 23.2, United Kingdom 7.6, United States 11.4 and South Korea 28.9.[136][137] It was ranked as the 10th leading cause of death[image: External link] in the United States in 2009 at about 36,000 cases a year,[138] with about 650,000 people seen in emergency departments yearly due to attempting suicide.[13] The country's rate among men in their 50s rose by nearly half in the decade 1999–2010.[139] Lithuania[image: External link], Japan[image: External link] and Hungary[image: External link] have the highest rates.[12] Around 75% of suicides occur in the developing world.[2] The countries with the greatest absolute numbers of suicides are China[image: External link] and India[image: External link], accounting for over half the total.[12] In China, suicide is the 5th leading cause of death.[140]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sex




Main article: Gender differences in suicide[image: External link]


Globally as of 2012, death by suicide occurs about 1.8 times more often in males than females.[12][141] In the Western world, males die three to four times more often by means of suicide than do females.[12] This difference is even more pronounced in those over the age of 65, with tenfold more males than females dying by suicide.[142] Suicide attempts and self-harm are between two and four times more frequent among females.[13][143][144] Researchers have attributed the difference between attempted and completed suicides among the sexes to males using more lethal means to end their lives.[142][145][146] However, separating intentional suicide attempts from non-suicidal self-harm is not currently done in the United States when gathering statistics at the national level.[147]

China[image: External link] has one of the highest female suicide rates in the world and is the only country where it is higher than that of men (ratio of 0.9).[12][140] In the Eastern Mediterranean[image: External link], suicide rates are nearly equivalent between males and females.[12] The highest rate of female suicide is found in South Korea[image: External link] at 22 per 100,000, with high rates in South-East Asia and the Western Pacific generally.[12]

Due in part to social stigmatisation and the resulting depression[image: External link], people whose gender identity does not align[image: External link] with their assigned sex are at a high risk of suicide.[148]

A number of reviews have found an increased risk of suicide among transgender, lesbian, gay, and bisexual people.[149] Among transgender persons rates of attempted suicide are between 30 and 50%.[150]
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In many countries the rate of suicide is highest in the middle-aged[151] or elderly.[10] The absolute number of suicides however is greatest in those between 15 and 29 years old due to the number of people in this age group.[12] In the United States it is greatest in Caucasian[image: External link] men older than 80 years, even though younger people more frequently attempt suicide.[13] It is the second most common cause of death in adolescents[image: External link][34] and in young males is second only to accidental death.[151] In young males in the developed world it is the cause of nearly 30% of mortality.[151] In the developing world rates are similar, but it makes up a smaller proportion of overall deaths due to higher rates of death from other types of trauma[image: External link].[151] In South-East Asia in contrast to other areas of the world, deaths from suicide occur at a greater rate in young females than elderly females.[12]
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Main article: History of suicide[image: External link]


In ancient Athens[image: External link], a person who committed suicide without the approval of the state was denied the honors of a normal burial. The person would be buried alone, on the outskirts of the city, without a headstone or marker.[152] However, it was deemed to be an acceptable method to deal with military defeat.[153] In Ancient Rome, while suicide was initially permitted, it was later deemed a crime against the state due to its economic costs.[154] Aristotle[image: External link] condemned all forms of suicide while Plato[image: External link] was ambivalent.[155] In Rome some reasons for suicide include volunteering death in a gladiator combat, guilt over murdering someone, to save the life of another, as a result of mourning, from shame from being raped, as an escape from intolerable situations like physical suffering, military defeat, or criminal pursuit.[155]

Suicide came to be regarded as a sin in Christian Europe and was condemned at the Council of Arles[image: External link] in 452 as the work of the Devil. In the Middle Ages[image: External link], the Church had drawn-out discussions as to when the desire for martyrdom[image: External link] was suicidal, as in the case of martyrs of Córdoba[image: External link]. Despite these disputes and occasional official rulings, Catholic doctrine was not entirely settled on the subject of suicide until the later 17th century. A criminal ordinance issued by Louis XIV of France[image: External link] in 1670 was extremely severe, even for the times: the dead person's body was drawn through the streets, face down, and then hung or thrown on a garbage heap. Additionally, all of the person's property was confiscated.[156][157]

Attitudes towards suicide slowly began to shift during the Renaissance[image: External link]. John Donne[image: External link]'s work Biathanatos[image: External link], contained one of the first modern defences of suicide, bringing proof from the conduct of Biblical figures, such as Jesus[image: External link], Samson[image: External link] and Saul[image: External link], and presenting arguments on grounds of reason and nature to sanction suicide in certain circumstances.[158]

The secularization of society that began during The Enlightenment[image: External link] questioned traditional religious attitudes toward suicide and brought a more modern perspective to the issue. David Hume[image: External link] denied that suicide was a crime as it affected no one and was potentially to the advantage of the individual. In his 1777 Essays on Suicide and the Immortality of the Soul he rhetorically asked, "Why should I prolong a miserable existence, because of some frivolous advantage which the public may perhaps receive from me?"[158] A shift in public opinion at large can also be discerned; The Times[image: External link] in 1786 initiated a spirited debate on the motion "Is suicide an act of courage?".[159]

By the 19th-century, the act of suicide had shifted from being viewed as caused by sin[image: External link] to being caused by insanity[image: External link] in Europe.[157] Although suicide remained illegal during this period, it increasingly became the target of satirical comments, such as the Gilbert and Sullivan[image: External link] musical[image: External link] The Mikado[image: External link] that satirized the idea of executing someone who had already killed himself.

By 1879, English law began to distinguish between suicide and homicide[image: External link], although suicide still resulted in forfeiture of estate.[160] In 1882, the deceased were permitted daylight burial in England[161] and by the middle of the 20th century, suicide had become legal in much of the western world[image: External link]. The term suicide first emerged shortly before 1700 to replace expressions on self-death which were often characterized as a form of self-murder in the West.[155]
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Main article: Suicide legislation[image: External link]


In most Western countries, suicide is no longer a crime.[20] It was, however, in most Western European countries from the Middle Ages until at least the 1800s.[160] It remains a criminal offense in most Muslim-majority nations.[21]

In Australia suicide is not a crime.[162] It however is a crime to counsel, incite[image: External link], or aid and abet another in attempting to die by suicide, and the law explicitly allows any person to use "such force as may reasonably be necessary" to prevent another from taking their own life.[163] The Northern Territory of Australia briefly had legal physician-assisted suicide from 1996 to 1997.[164]

No country in Europe currently considers suicide or attempted suicide to be a crime.[165] England and Wales decriminalized suicide via the Suicide Act 1961[image: External link] and the Republic of Ireland in 1993.[165] The word "commit" was used in reference to it being illegal, however many organisations have stopped it because of the negative connotation.[166][167]

In India, suicide used to be illegal and surviving family could face legal difficulties.[168] The Indian government repealed this law in 2014.[169] In Germany, active euthanasia is illegal and anyone present during suicide may be prosecuted for failure to render aid in an emergency.[170] Switzerland[image: External link] has recently taken steps to legalize assisted suicide[image: External link] for the chronically mentally ill. The high court in Lausanne[image: External link], Switzerland, in a 2006 ruling, granted an anonymous individual with longstanding psychiatric difficulties the right to end his own life.[171]

In the United States, suicide is not illegal but may be associated with penalties for those who attempt it.[165] Physician-assisted suicide is legal in the state of Washington for people with terminal diseases.[172] In Oregon[image: External link], people with terminal diseases may request medications to help end their life.[173]

Canadians who have attempted suicide may be barred from entering the US. US laws allow border guards to deny access to people who have a mental illness, including those with previous suicide attempts.[174][175]
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Main article: Religious views on suicide[image: External link]


In most forms of Christianity[image: External link], suicide is considered a sin[image: External link], based mainly on the writings of influential Christian thinkers of the Middle Ages[image: External link], such as St. Augustine[image: External link] and St. Thomas Aquinas[image: External link], but suicide was not considered a sin under the Byzantine[image: External link] Christian code of Justinian[image: External link], for instance.[176][177] In Catholic doctrine, the argument is based on the commandment[image: External link] "Thou shalt not kill" (made applicable under the New Covenant[image: External link] by Jesus in Matthew 19:18[image: External link]), as well as the idea that life is a gift given by God which should not be spurned, and that suicide is against the "natural order" and thus interferes with God's master plan for the world.[178]

However, it is believed that mental illness or grave fear of suffering diminishes the responsibility of the one completing suicide.[179] Counter-arguments include the following: that the sixth commandment[image: External link] is more accurately translated as "thou shalt not murder" (not necessarily applying to the self), that God has given free will to humans, that taking one's own life no more violates God's Law than does curing a disease and that a number of suicides by followers of God are recorded in the Bible with no dire condemnation.[180]

Judaism[image: External link] focuses on the importance of valuing this life, and as such, suicide is tantamount to denying God's goodness in the world. Despite this, under extreme circumstances when there has seemed no choice but to either be killed or forced to betray their religion, Jews have committed individual suicide or mass suicide[image: External link] (see Masada[image: External link], First French persecution of the Jews[image: External link], and York Castle[image: External link] for examples) and as a grim reminder there is even a prayer in the Jewish liturgy for "when the knife is at the throat", for those dying "to sanctify God's Name" (see Martyrdom[image: External link]). These acts have received mixed responses by Jewish authorities, regarded by some as examples of heroic martyrdom, while others state that it was wrong for them to take their own lives in anticipation of martyrdom.[181]

Islamic[image: External link] religious views are against suicide.[21] The Qu'ran forbids it by stating "do not kill or destroy yourself".[182] The hadiths[image: External link] also state individual suicide to be unlawful and a sin.[21] Stigma is often associated with suicide in Islamic countries.[182]

In Hinduism[image: External link], suicide is generally frowned upon and is considered equally sinful as murdering another in contemporary Hindu society. Hindu Scriptures[image: External link] state that one who dies by suicide will become part of the spirit world, wandering earth until the time one would have otherwise died, had one not taken one's own life.[183] However, Hinduism accepts a man's right to end one's life[image: External link] through the non-violent practice of fasting to death, termed Prayopavesa[image: External link].[184] But Prayopavesa is strictly restricted to people who have no desire or ambition left, and no responsibilities remaining in this life.[184] Jainism[image: External link] has a similar practice named Santhara[image: External link]. Sati[image: External link], or self-immolation by widows, was prevalent in Hindu society during the Middle Ages.[185]
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Main article: Philosophy of suicide[image: External link]


A number of questions are raised within the philosophy of suicide, included what constitutes suicide, whether or not suicide can be a rational choice, and the moral permissibility of suicide.[186] Arguments as to acceptability of suicide in moral or social terms range from the position that the act is inherently immoral and unacceptable under any circumstances to a regard for suicide as a sacrosanct right of anyone who believes they have rationally and conscientiously come to the decision to end their own lives, even if they are young and healthy.

Opponents to suicide include Christian philosophers such as Augustine of Hippo[image: External link], Thomas Aquinas[image: External link],[186] Immanuel Kant[image: External link][187] and, arguably, John Stuart Mill[image: External link] – Mill's focus on the importance of liberty[image: External link] and autonomy[image: External link] meant that he rejected choices which would prevent a person from making future autonomous decisions.[188] Others view suicide as a legitimate matter of personal choice. Supporters of this position maintain that no one should be forced to suffer against their will, particularly from conditions such as incurable disease, mental illness, and old age, with no possibility of improvement. They reject the belief that suicide is always irrational, arguing instead that it can be a valid last resort for those enduring major pain or trauma.[189] A stronger stance would argue that people should be allowed to autonomously choose to die regardless of whether they are suffering. Notable supporters of this school of thought[image: External link] include Scottish empiricist David Hume[image: External link][186] and American bioethicist Jacob Appel[image: External link].[171][190]
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See also: Advocacy of suicide[image: External link]


Advocacy of suicide has occurred in many cultures and subcultures[image: External link]. The Japanese military[image: External link] during World War II encouraged and glorified kamikaze[image: External link] attacks, which were suicide attacks by military aviators from the Empire of Japan against Allied naval vessels in the closing stages of the Pacific theater of World War II. Japanese society as a whole has been described as "suicide tolerant"[192] (see Suicide in Japan[image: External link]).

Internet searches for information on suicide[image: External link] return webpages that 10-30% of the time encourage or facilitate suicide attempts. There is some concern that such sites may push those predisposed over the edge. Some people form suicide pacts[image: External link] online, either with pre-existing friends or people they have recently encountered in chat rooms[image: External link] or message boards[image: External link]. The Internet, however, may also help prevent suicide by providing a social group for those who are isolated.[193]
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See also: List of suicide sites[image: External link]


Some landmarks have become known for high levels of suicide attempts.[194] These include San Francisco's Golden Gate Bridge[image: External link], Japan's Aokigahara Forest[image: External link],[195] England's Beachy Head[image: External link][194] and Toronto[image: External link]'s Bloor Street Viaduct[image: External link].[196]

As of 2010, the Golden Gate Bridge has had more than 1,300 die by suicide by jumping since its construction in 1937.[197] Many locations where suicide is common have constructed barriers to prevent it;[198] this includes the Luminous Veil[image: External link] in Toronto,[196] the Eiffel Tower[image: External link] in Paris and Empire State Building[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link].[198] As of 2011, a barrier is being constructed for the Golden Gate Bridge.[199] They appear to be generally effective.[199]
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Main article: List of suicides[image: External link]


An example of mass suicide is the 1978 Jonestown[image: External link] killings/suicide in which 909 members of the Peoples Temple[image: External link], an American religious group led by Jim Jones[image: External link], ended their lives by drinking grape Flavor Aid[image: External link] laced with cyanide[image: External link] and various prescription drugs.[200][201][202] Thousands of Japanese civilians took their own lives in the last days of the Battle of Saipan[image: External link] in 1944, some jumping from "Suicide Cliff" and "Banzai Cliff".[203]

The 1981 hunger strikes[image: External link], led by Bobby Sands[image: External link], resulted in 10 deaths. The cause of death was recorded by the coroner[image: External link] as "starvation, self-imposed" rather than suicide; this was modified to simply "starvation" on the death certificates after protest from the dead strikers' families.[204] During World War II, Erwin Rommel[image: External link] was found to have foreknowledge of the July 20 Plot[image: External link] on Hitler's life; he was threatened with public trial[image: External link], execution and reprisals on his family unless he took his own life.[205]
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Main article: Animal suicide[image: External link]


As suicide requires a willful attempt to die, some feel it therefore cannot be said to occur in non-human animals.[153] Suicidal behavior has been observed in salmonella[image: External link] seeking to overcome competing bacteria by triggering an immune system[image: External link] response against them.[206] Suicidal defenses by workers are also noted in the Brazilian ant Forelius pusillus[image: External link], where a small group of ants leaves the security of the nest after sealing the entrance from the outside each evening.[207]

Pea aphids[image: External link], when threatened by a ladybug[image: External link], can explode themselves, scattering and protecting their brethren and sometimes even killing the ladybug.[208] Some species of termites[image: External link] have soldiers that explode, covering their enemies with sticky goo.[209][210]

There have been anecdotal reports of dogs, horses and dolphins killing themselves, though with little conclusive evidence.[211] There has been little scientific study of animal suicide.[212]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ a b c d Preventing suicide: a global imperative. WHO. 2014. pp. 7, 20, 40. ISBN  9789241564779[image: External link].


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k "Suicide Fact sheet N°398"[image: External link]. WHO. April 2016. Retrieved 3 March 2016.


	
^ a b c Ajdacic-Gross V, Weiss MG, Ring M, et al. (September 2008). "Methods of suicide: international suicide patterns derived from the WHO mortality database"[image: External link]. Bull. World Health Organ. 86 (9): 726–32. PMC[image: External link]  2649482[image: External link] . PMID[image: External link]  18797649[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.2471/BLT.07.043489[image: External link].


	
^ a b c d e Hawton K, van Heeringen K (April 2009). "Suicide". Lancet. 373 (9672): 1372–81. PMID[image: External link]  19376453[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1016/S0140-6736(09)60372-X[image: External link].


	
^ a b GBD 2015 Mortality and Causes of Death, Collaborators. (8 October 2016). "Global, regional, and national life expectancy, all-cause mortality, and cause-specific mortality for 249 causes of death, 1980-2015: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2015.". Lancet. 388 (10053): 1459–1544. PMID[image: External link]  27733281[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1016/S0140-6736(16)31012-1[image: External link].


	
^ a b Stedman's Medical Dictionary (28th ed.). Philadelphia: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins. 2006. ISBN  978-0-7817-3390-8[image: External link].


	
^ a b Dodds TJ (2017). "Prescribed Benzodiazepines and Suicide Risk: A Review of the Literature". Prim Care Companion CNS Disord. 19 (2). PMID[image: External link]  28257172[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.4088/PCC.16r02037[image: External link].


	
^ Bottino, SM; Bottino, CM; Regina, CG; Correia, AV; Ribeiro, WS (March 2015). "Cyberbullying and adolescent mental health: systematic review.". Cadernos de Saúde Pública. 31 (3): 463–75. PMID[image: External link]  25859714[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1590/0102-311x00036114[image: External link].


	
^ a b Sakinofsky, I (June 2007). "The current evidence base for the clinical care of suicidal patients: strengths and weaknesses". Canadian Journal of Psychiatry. 52 (6 Suppl 1): 7S–20S. PMID[image: External link]  17824349[image: External link].


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k Yip, PS; Caine, E; Yousuf, S; Chang, SS; Wu, KC; Chen, YY (Jun 23, 2012). "Means restriction for suicide prevention". Lancet. 379 (9834): 2393–9. PMID[image: External link]  22726520[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1016/S0140-6736(12)60521-2[image: External link].


	
^ a b GBD 2013 Mortality and Causes of Death, Collaborators (17 December 2014). "Global, regional, and national age-sex specific all-cause and cause-specific mortality for 240 causes of death, 1990-2013: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2013."[image: External link]. Lancet. 385: 117–71. PMC[image: External link]  4340604[image: External link] . PMID[image: External link]  25530442[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1016/S0140-6736(14)61682-2[image: External link].


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n Värnik, P (March 2012). "Suicide in the world"[image: External link]. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health[image: External link]. 9 (3): 760–71. PMC[image: External link]  3367275[image: External link] . PMID[image: External link]  22690161[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.3390/ijerph9030760[image: External link].


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x Chang, B; Gitlin, D; Patel, R (September 2011). "The depressed patient and suicidal patient in the emergency department: evidence-based management and treatment strategies". Emergency medicine practice. 13 (9): 1–23; quiz 23–4. PMID[image: External link]  22164363[image: External link].


	
^ Bertolote JM, Fleischmann A (October 2002). "Suicide and psychiatric diagnosis: a worldwide perspective"[image: External link]. World Psychiatry. 1 (3): 181–5. PMC[image: External link]  1489848[image: External link] . PMID[image: External link]  16946849[image: External link].


	
^ Tomer, Adrian (2013). Existential and Spiritual Issues in Death Attitudes[image: External link]. Psychology Press. p. 282. ISBN  9781136676901[image: External link].


	
^ Ritzer, edited by George; Stepnisky, Jeffrey (2011). The Wiley-Blackwell companion to major social theorists[image: External link]. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell. p. 65. ISBN  9781444396607[image: External link].


	
^ God, Religion, Science, Nature, Culture, and Morality[image: External link]. Archway Publishing. 2014. p. 254. ISBN  9781480811249[image: External link].


	
^ Colt, George Howe (1992). The enigma of suicide[image: External link] (1st Touchstone ed.). New York: Simon & Schuster. p. 139. ISBN  9780671760717[image: External link].


	
^ "Indian woman commits sati suicide"[image: External link]. Bbc.co.uk. 2002-08-07. Retrieved 2010-08-26.


	
^ a b White, Tony (2010). Working with suicidal individuals : a guide to providing understanding, assessment and support[image: External link]. London: Jessica Kingsley Publishers. p. 12. ISBN  978-1-84905-115-6[image: External link].


	
^ a b c d e f Lester, D (2006). "Suicide and Islam". Archives of Suicide Research. 10 (1): 77–97. PMID[image: External link]  16287698[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1080/13811110500318489[image: External link].


	
^ Aggarwal, N (2009). "Rethinking suicide bombing". Crisis. 30 (2): 94–7. PMID[image: External link]  19525169[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1027/0227-5910.30.2.94[image: External link].


	
^ Issues in Law & Medicine, Volume 3[image: External link]. National Legal Center for the Medically Dependent & Disabled, Incorporated, and the Horatio R. Storer Foundation, Incorporated. 1987. p. 39.


	
^ a b Krug, Etienne (2002). World Report on Violence and Health (Vol. 1). Genève: World Health Organization. p. 185. ISBN  978-92-4-154561-7[image: External link].


	
^ a b Gullota, edited by Thomas P; Bloom, Martin (2002). Encyclopedia of Primary Prevention and Health Promotion[image: External link]. New York: Kluwer Academic/Plenum. p. 1112. ISBN  978-0-306-47296-1[image: External link].


	
^ Ball, P. Bonny (2005). "The Power of words"[image: External link]. Canadian Association of Suicide Prevention. Retrieved 16 May 2013.


	
^ Beck, A.T.; Resnik, H.L.P. & Lettieri, D.J, eds. (1974). "Development of suicidal intent scales". The prediction of suicide. Bowie, MD: Charles Press. p. 41. ISBN  978-0913486139[image: External link].


	
^ "Recommendations for Reporting on Suicide"[image: External link] (PDF). National Institute of Mental Health. 2001. Retrieved 15 May 2013.


	
^ "Reporting Suicide and Self Harm"[image: External link]. Time To Change. 2008. Retrieved 2 Jan 2016.


	
^ "Media Guidelines for Reporting Suicide"[image: External link] (PDF). 2013. Retrieved 2 Jan 2016.


	
^ Olson, Robert (2011). "Suicide and Language"[image: External link]. Centre for Suicide Prevention. InfoExchange (3): 4. Retrieved 15 May 2013.


	
^ Beaton, Susan; Forster, Peter; Maple, Myfanwy (February 2013). "Suicide and Language: Why we Shouldn't Use the 'C' Word"[image: External link]. In Psych. Melbourne: Australian Psychological Society. 35 (1): 30–31.


	
^ Karch, DL; Logan, J; Patel, N (Aug 26, 2011). "Surveillance for violent deaths—National Violent Death Reporting System, 16 states, 2008". Morbidity and mortality weekly report. Surveillance summaries (Washington, D.C.: 2002). 60 (10): 1–49. PMID[image: External link]  21866088[image: External link].


	
^ a b c d Hawton, K; Saunders, KE; O'Connor, RC (Jun 23, 2012). "Self-harm and suicide in adolescents". Lancet. 379 (9834): 2373–82. PMID[image: External link]  22726518[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1016/S0140-6736(12)60322-5[image: External link].


	
^ a b c d e f g h i Vijayakumar, L; Kumar, MS; Vijayakumar, V (May 2011). "Substance use and suicide". Current opinion in psychiatry. 24 (3): 197–202. PMID[image: External link]  21430536[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1097/YCO.0b013e3283459242[image: External link].


	
^ Simpson, G; Tate, R (December 2007). "Suicidality in people surviving a traumatic brain injury: prevalence, risk factors and implications for clinical management". Brain injury: [BI]. 21 (13–14): 1335–51. PMID[image: External link]  18066936[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1080/02699050701785542[image: External link].


	
^ a b Miller, M; Azrael, D; Barber, C (April 2012). "Suicide mortality in the United States: the importance of attending to method in understanding population-level disparities in the burden of suicide". Annual Review of Public Health. 33: 393–408. PMID[image: External link]  22224886[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1146/annurev-publhealth-031811-124636[image: External link].


	
^ Qin P, Agerbo E, Mortensen PB (April 2003). "Suicide risk in relation to socioeconomic, demographic, psychiatric, and familial factors: a national register-based study of all suicides in Denmark, 1981–1997". Am J Psychiatry. 160 (4): 765–72. PMID[image: External link]  12668367[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1176/appi.ajp.160.4.765[image: External link].


	
^ Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, (CDC) (May 3, 2013). "Suicide among adults aged 35-64 years--United States, 1999-2010.". MMWR. Morbidity and mortality weekly report. 62 (17): 321–5. PMID[image: External link]  23636024[image: External link].


	
^ Gilliland, Richard K. James, Burl E. (2012-05-08). Crisis intervention strategies[image: External link] (7th ed.). Belmont, CA: Brooks/Cole. p. 215. ISBN  978-1-111-18677-7[image: External link].


	
^ a b Rozanov, V; Carli, V (July 2012). "Suicide among war veterans"[image: External link]. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health. 9 (7): 2504–19. PMC[image: External link]  3407917[image: External link] . PMID[image: External link]  22851956[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.3390/ijerph9072504[image: External link].


	
^ a b Brent, DA; Melhem, N (June 2008). "Familial transmission of suicidal behavior"[image: External link]. The Psychiatric clinics of North America. 31 (2): 157–77. PMC[image: External link]  2440417[image: External link] . PMID[image: External link]  18439442[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1016/j.psc.2008.02.001[image: External link].


	
^ a b University of Manchester Centre for Mental Health and Risk. "The National Confidential Inquiry into Suicide and Homicide by People with Mental Illness"[image: External link] (PDF). Retrieved 25 July 2012.


	
^ a b c d e Chehil, Stan Kutcher, Sonia (2012). Suicide Risk Management A Manual for Health Professionals.[image: External link] (2nd ed.). Chicester: John Wiley & Sons. pp. 30–33. ISBN  978-1-119-95311-1[image: External link].


	
^ Pompili, M; Girardi, P; Ruberto, A; Tatarelli, R (2005). "Suicide in borderline personality disorder: a meta-analysis.". Nordic Journal of Psychiatry. 59 (5): 319–24. PMID[image: External link]  16757458[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1080/08039480500320025[image: External link].


	
^ Bertolote, JM; Fleischmann, A; De Leo, D; Wasserman, D (2004). "Psychiatric diagnoses and suicide: revisiting the evidence". Crisis. 25 (4): 147–55. PMID[image: External link]  15580849[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1027/0227-5910.25.4.147[image: External link].


	
^ Angelakis, I; Gooding, P; Tarrier, N; Panagioti, M (July 2015). "Suicidality in obsessive compulsive disorder (OCD): a systematic review and meta-analysis.". Clinical Psychology Review. 39: 1–15. PMID[image: External link]  25875222[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1016/j.cpr.2015.03.002[image: External link].


	
^ Lieb K, Zanarini MC, Schmahl C, Linehan MM, Bohus M (2004). "Borderline personality disorder". Lancet. 364 (9432): 453–61. PMID[image: External link]  15288745[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1016/S0140-6736(04)16770-6[image: External link]. Between 40% and 65% of individuals who commit suicide meet criteria for a personality disorder, with borderline personality disorder being the most commonly associated.


	
^ van Os J[image: External link], Kapur S (August 2009). "Schizophrenia"[image: External link] (PDF). Lancet. 374 (9690): 635–45. PMID[image: External link]  19700006[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1016/S0140-6736(09)60995-8[image: External link].


	
^ a b c d e f g Tintinalli, Judith E. (2010). Emergency Medicine: A Comprehensive Study Guide (Emergency Medicine (Tintinalli)). New York: McGraw-Hill Companies. pp. 1940–1946. ISBN  0-07-148480-9[image: External link].


	
^ a b Pirkis, J; Burgess, P (December 1998). "Suicide and recency of health care contacts. A systematic review". The British Journal of Psychiatry. 173 (6): 462–74. PMID[image: External link]  9926074[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1192/bjp.173.6.462[image: External link].


	
^ Luoma, JB; Martin, CE; Pearson, JL (June 2002). "Contact with mental health and primary care providers before suicide: a review of the evidence". The American Journal of Psychiatry. 159 (6): 909–16. PMID[image: External link]  12042175[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1176/appi.ajp.159.6.909[image: External link].


	
^ Sharma, Tarang; Guski, Louise Schow; Freund, Nanna; Gøtzsche, Peter C (27 January 2016). "Suicidality and aggression during antidepressant treatment: systematic review and meta-analyses based on clinical study reports". BMJ: i65. doi[image: External link]: 10.1136/bmj.i65[image: External link].


	
^ a b Greydanus, DE; Shek, D (September 2009). "Deliberate self-harm and suicide in adolescents". The Keio journal of medicine. 58 (3): 144–51. PMID[image: External link]  19826208[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.2302/kjm.58.144[image: External link].


	
^ Perrotto, Jerome D. Levin, Joseph Culkin, Richard S. (2001). Introduction to chemical dependency counseling[image: External link]. Northvale, N.J.: Jason Aronson. pp. 150–152. ISBN  978-0-7657-0289-0[image: External link].


	
^ a b Fadem, Barbara (2004). Behavioral science in medicine. Philadelphia: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins. p. 217. ISBN  978-0-7817-3669-5[image: External link].


	
^ Youssef NA, Rich CL (2008). "Does acute treatment with sedatives/hypnotics for anxiety in depressed patients affect suicide risk? A literature review". Ann Clin Psychiatry. 20 (3): 157–69. PMID[image: External link]  18633742[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1080/10401230802177698[image: External link].


	
^ a b Sher, L (January 2006). "Alcohol consumption and suicide". QJM : Monthly Journal of the Association of Physicians. 99 (1): 57–61. PMID[image: External link]  16287907[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1093/qjmed/hci146[image: External link].


	
^ Darke S, Ross J (November 2002). "Suicide among heroin users: rates, risk factors and methods"[image: External link]. Addiction. 97 (11): 1383–94. PMID[image: External link]  12410779[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1046/j.1360-0443.2002.00214.x[image: External link].


	
^ Sher L (2007). "Functional magnetic resonance imaging in studies of the neurobiology of suicidal behavior in adolescents with alcohol use disorders". Int J Adolesc Med Health. 19 (1): 11–8. PMID[image: External link]  17458319[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1515/ijamh.2007.19.1.11[image: External link].


	
^ Darke, S; Kaye, S; McKetin, R; Duflou, J (May 2008). "Major physical and psychological harms of methamphetamine use". Drug and alcohol review. 27 (3): 253–62. PMID[image: External link]  18368606[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1080/09595230801923702[image: External link].


	
^ Jr, Frank J. Ayd, (2000). Lexicon of psychiatry, neurology, and the neurosciences[image: External link] (2nd ed.). Philadelphia [u.a.]: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins. p. 256. ISBN  978-0-7817-2468-5[image: External link].


	
^ a b Hughes, JR (Dec 1, 2008). "Smoking and suicide: a brief overview"[image: External link]. Drug and Alcohol Dependence. 98 (3): 169–78. PMC[image: External link]  2585177[image: External link] . PMID[image: External link]  18676099[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2008.06.003[image: External link].


	
^ Pallanti, Stefano; Rossi, Nicolò Baldini; Hollander, Eric (2006). "11. Pathological Gambling". In Hollander, Eric; Stein, Dan J. Clinical manual of impulse-control disorders[image: External link]. American Psychiatric Pub. p. 253. ISBN  978-1-58562-136-1[image: External link].


	
^ a b Oliveira, MP; Silveira, DX; Silva, MT (June 2008). "Pathological gambling and its consequences for public health". Revista de saude publica. 42 (3): 542–9. PMID[image: External link]  18461253[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1590/S0034-89102008005000026[image: External link].


	
^ Hansen, M; Rossow, I (Jan 17, 2008). "Gambling and suicidal behaviour". Tidsskrift for den Norske laegeforening : tidsskrift for praktisk medicin, ny raekke. 128 (2): 174–6. PMID[image: External link]  18202728[image: External link].


	
^ Manthorpe, J; Iliffe, S (December 2010). "Suicide in later life: public health and practitioner perspectives". International journal of geriatric psychiatry. 25 (12): 1230–8. PMID[image: External link]  20104515[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1002/gps.2473[image: External link].


	
^ Simpson GK, Tate RL (August 2007). "Preventing suicide after traumatic brain injury: implications for general practice"[image: External link]. Med. J. Aust. 187 (4): 229–32. PMID[image: External link]  17708726[image: External link].


	
^ a b Anguiano, L; Mayer, DK; Piven, ML; Rosenstein, D (Jul–Aug 2012). "A literature review of suicide in cancer patients". Cancer nursing. 35 (4): E14–26. PMID[image: External link]  21946906[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1097/NCC.0b013e31822fc76c[image: External link].


	
^ Yip, edited by Paul S.F. (2008). Suicide in Asia : causes and prevention[image: External link]. Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press. p. 11. ISBN  978-962-209-943-2[image: External link].


	
^ Ribeiro, JD; Pease, JL; Gutierrez, PM; Silva, C; Bernert, RA; Rudd, MD; Joiner TE, Jr (February 2012). "Sleep problems outperform depression and hopelessness as cross-sectional and longitudinal predictors of suicidal ideation and behavior in young adults in the military". Journal of Affective Disorders. 136 (3): 743–50. PMID[image: External link]  22032872[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1016/j.jad.2011.09.049[image: External link].


	
^ Bernert, RA; Joiner, TE, Jr; Cukrowicz, KC; Schmidt, NB; Kraków, B (September 2005). "Suicidality and sleep disturbances". Sleep. 28 (9): 1135–41. PMID[image: External link]  16268383[image: External link].


	
^ a b Joiner TE, Jr; Brown, JS; Wingate, LR (2005). "The psychology and neurobiology of suicidal behavior". Annual Review of Psychology. 56: 287–314. PMID[image: External link]  15709937[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1146/annurev.psych.56.091103.070320[image: External link].


	
^ Van Orden, K; Conwell, Y (June 2011). "Suicides in late life"[image: External link]. Current psychiatry reports. 13 (3): 234–41. PMC[image: External link]  3085020[image: External link] . PMID[image: External link]  21369952[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1007/s11920-011-0193-3[image: External link].


	
^ Stein, edited by George; Wilkinson, Greg (2007). Seminars in general adult psychiatry[image: External link] (2. ed.). London: Gaskell. p. 144. ISBN  9781904671442[image: External link].


	
^ Carley, S; Hamilton, M (November 2004). "Best evidence topic report. Suicide at christmas."[image: External link]. Emergency medicine journal : EMJ. 21 (6): 716–7. PMC[image: External link]  1726490[image: External link] . PMID[image: External link]  15496706[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1136/emj.2004.019703[image: External link].


	
^ Williams, A; While, D; Windfuhr, K; Bickley, H; Hunt, IM; Shaw, J; Appleby, L; Kapur, N (2011). "Birthday blues: examining the association between birthday and suicide in a national sample.". Crisis. 32 (3): 134–42. PMID[image: External link]  21616762[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1027/0227-5910/a000067[image: External link].


	
^ a b Koenig, HG (May 2009). "Research on religion, spirituality, and mental health: a review"[image: External link] (PDF). Canadian Journal of Psychiatry. 54 (5): 283–91. PMID[image: External link]  19497160[image: External link].


	
^ Rezaeian, M (2010). "Suicide among young Middle Eastern Muslim females.". Crisis. 31 (1): 36–42. PMID[image: External link]  20197256[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1027/0227-5910/a000005[image: External link].


	
^ Cox, William T. L.; Abramson, Lyn Y.; Devine, Patricia G.; Hollon, Steven D. (2012). "Stereotypes, Prejudice, and Depression: The Integrated Perspective"[image: External link]. Perspectives on Psychological Science[image: External link]. 7 (5): 427–449. PMID[image: External link]  26168502[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1177/1745691612455204[image: External link].


	
^ Wegman, HL; Stetler, C (October 2009). "A meta-analytic review of the effects of childhood abuse on medical outcomes in adulthood". Psychosomatic Medicine. 71 (8): 805–12. PMID[image: External link]  19779142[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1097/PSY.0b013e3181bb2b46[image: External link].


	
^ Oswald, SH; Heil, K; Goldbeck, L (June 2010). "History of maltreatment and mental health problems in foster children: a review of the literature". Journal of pediatric psychology. 35 (5): 462–72. PMID[image: External link]  20007747[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1093/jpepsy/jsp114[image: External link].


	
^ Confer, Jaime C.; Easton, Judith A.; Fleischman, Diana S.; Goetz, Cari D.; Lewis, David M. G.; Perilloux, Carin; Buss, David M. (1 January 2010). "Evolutionary psychology: Controversies, questions, prospects, and limitations". American Psychologist. 65 (2): 110–126. PMID[image: External link]  20141266[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1037/a0018413[image: External link].


	
^ a b Stark, CR; Riordan, V; O'Connor, R (2011). "A conceptual model of suicide in rural areas". Rural and remote health. 11 (2): 1622. PMID[image: External link]  21702640[image: External link].


	
^ Daly, Mary (Sep 2012). "Relative Status and Well-Being: Evidence from U.S. Suicide Deaths"[image: External link] (PDF). Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco Working Paper Series.


	
^ Lerner, George (Jan 5, 2010). "Activist: Farmer suicides in India linked to debt, globalization"[image: External link]. CNN World. Retrieved 13 February 2013.


	
^ Law, S; Liu, P (February 2008). "Suicide in China: unique demographic patterns and relationship to depressive disorder". Current psychiatry reports. 10 (1): 80–6. PMID[image: External link]  18269899[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1007/s11920-008-0014-5[image: External link].


	
^ a b c Bohanna, I; Wang, X (2012). "Media guidelines for the responsible reporting of suicide: a review of effectiveness". Crisis. 33 (4): 190–8. PMID[image: External link]  22713977[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1027/0227-5910/a000137[image: External link].


	
^ a b Sisask, M; Värnik, A (January 2012). "Media roles in suicide prevention: a systematic review"[image: External link]. International journal of environmental research and public health. 9 (1): 123–38. PMC[image: External link]  3315075[image: External link] . PMID[image: External link]  22470283[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.3390/ijerph9010123[image: External link].


	
^ Stack S (April 2005). "Suicide in the media: a quantitative review of studies based on non-fictional stories". Suicide Life Threat Behav. 35 (2): 121–33. PMID[image: External link]  15843330[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1521/suli.35.2.121.62877[image: External link].


	
^ Pirkis J (July 2009). "Suicide and the media". Psychiatry. 8 (7): 269–271. doi[image: External link]: 10.1016/j.mppsy.2009.04.009[image: External link].


	
^ Shrivastava, Amresh; Kimbrell,, Megan; editors, David Lester, (2012). Suicide from a global perspective : psychosocial approaches. New York: Nova Science Publishers. pp. 115–118. ISBN  978-1-61470-965-7[image: External link].


	
^ a b Loue, Sana (2008). Encyclopedia of aging and public health : with 19 tables[image: External link]. New York, NY: Springer. p. 696. ISBN  978-0-387-33753-1[image: External link].


	
^ a b Moody, Harry R. (2010). Aging : concepts and controversies[image: External link] (6th ed.). Los Angeles: Pine Forge Press. p. 158. ISBN  978-1-4129-6966-6[image: External link].


	
^ a b Hales, edited by Robert I. Simon, Robert E. (2012). The American Psychiatric Publishing textbook of suicide assessment and management[image: External link] (2nd ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychiatric Pub. p. 714. ISBN  978-1-58562-414-0[image: External link].


	
^ editor, Tarek Sobh, (2010). Innovations and advances in computer sciences and engineering[image: External link] (Online-Ausg. ed.). Dordrecht: Springer Verlag. p. 503. ISBN  978-90-481-3658-2[image: External link].


	
^ Eliason, S (2009). "Murder-suicide: a review of the recent literature". The journal of the American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law. 37 (3): 371–6. PMID[image: External link]  19767502[image: External link].


	
^ Smith, William Kornblum in collaboration with Carolyn D. (2011-01-31). Sociology in a changing world[image: External link] (9e [9th ed]. ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning. p. 27. ISBN  978-1-111-30157-6[image: External link].


	
^ Campbell, Robert Jean (2004). Campbell's psychiatric dictionary[image: External link] (8th ed.). Oxford: Oxford University Press. p. 636. ISBN  978-0-19-515221-0[image: External link].


	
^ Veatch, ed. by Robert M. (1997). Medical ethics[image: External link] (2. ed.). Sudbury, Mass. [u.a.]: Jones and Bartlett. p. 292. ISBN  978-0-86720-974-7[image: External link].


	
^ Gutman, Yisrael; Berenbaum, Michael (ed); et al. (1998). Anatomy of the Auschwitz death camp (1st pbk. ed.). Bloomington: Publ. in association with the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington, D.C. by Indiana University Press. p. 400. ISBN  978-0-253-20884-2[image: External link].


	
^ Ajdacic-Gross, V; Weiss, MG; Ring, M; Hepp, U; Bopp, M; Gutzwiller, F; Rössler, W (September 2008). "Methods of suicide: international suicide patterns derived from the WHO mortality database."[image: External link]. Bulletin of the World Health Organization. 86 (9): 726–32. PMC[image: External link]  2649482[image: External link] . PMID[image: External link]  18797649[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.2471/BLT.07.043489[image: External link].


	
^ O'Connor, Rory C.; Platt, Stephen; Gordon, Jacki, eds. (1 June 2011). International Handbook of Suicide Prevention: Research, Policy and Practice[image: External link]. John Wiley and Sons. p. 34. ISBN  978-1-119-99856-3[image: External link].


	
^ Gunnell D.; Eddleston M.; Phillips M.R.; Konradsen F. (2007). "The global distribution of fatal pesticide self-poisoning: systematic review"[image: External link]. BMC Public Health. 7: 357. PMC[image: External link]  2262093[image: External link] . PMID[image: External link]  18154668[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1186/1471-2458-7-357[image: External link].


	
^ Geddes, John; Price, Jonathan; Gelder, Rebecca McKnight; with Michael; Mayou, Richard (2012-01-05). Psychiatry[image: External link] (4th ed.). Oxford: Oxford University Press. p. 62. ISBN  978-0-19-923396-0[image: External link].


	
^ a b Krug, Etienne (2002). World Report on Violence and Health, Volume 1. Genève: World Health Organization. p. 196. ISBN  978-92-4-154561-7[image: External link].


	
^ Yoshioka, E; Hanley, SJ; Kawanishi, Y; Saijo, Y (6 November 2014). "Time trends in method-specific suicide rates in Japan, 1990-2011.". Epidemiology and Psychiatric Sciences[image: External link]. 25: 1–11. PMID[image: External link]  25373686[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1017/S2045796014000675[image: External link].


	
^ Reisch, T; Steffen, T; Habenstein, A; Tschacher, W (September 2013). "Change in suicide rates in Switzerland before and after firearm restriction resulting from the 2003 "Army XXI" reform.". The American Journal of Psychiatry. 170 (9): 977–84. PMID[image: External link]  23897090[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1176/appi.ajp.2013.12091256[image: External link].


	
^ Eshun, edited by Sussie; Gurung, Regan A.R. (2009). Culture and mental health sociocultural influences, theory, and practice[image: External link]. Chichester, U.K.: Wiley-Blackwell. p. 301. ISBN  978-1-4443-0581-4[image: External link].


	
^ "U.S. Suicide Statistics (2005)"[image: External link]. Retrieved 2008-03-24.


	
^ Pjevac, M; Pregelj, P (October 2012). "Neurobiology of suicidal behaviour". Psychiatria Danubina. 24 Suppl 3: S336–41. PMID[image: External link]  23114813[image: External link].


	
^ Sher, L (2011). "The role of brain-derived neurotrophic factor in the pathophysiology of adolescent suicidal behavior". International journal of adolescent medicine and health. 23 (3): 181–5. PMID[image: External link]  22191181[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1515/ijamh.2011.041[image: External link].


	
^ Sher, L (May 2011). "Brain-derived neurotrophic factor and suicidal behavior". QJM : Monthly Journal of the Association of Physicians. 104 (5): 455–8. PMID[image: External link]  21051476[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1093/qjmed/hcq207[image: External link].


	
^ a b Dwivedi, Yogesh (2012). The neurobiological basis of suicide[image: External link]. Boca Raton, FL: Taylor & Francis/CRC Press. p. 166. ISBN  978-1-4398-3881-5[image: External link].


	
^ Stein, edited by George; Wilkinson, Greg (2007). Seminars in general adult psychiatry[image: External link] (2. ed.). London: Gaskell. p. 145. ISBN  978-1-904671-44-2[image: External link].


	
^ Autry, AE; Monteggia, LM (Nov 1, 2009). "Epigenetics in suicide and depression"[image: External link]. Biological Psychiatry. 66 (9): 812–3. PMC[image: External link]  2770810[image: External link] . PMID[image: External link]  19833253[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1016/j.biopsych.2009.08.033[image: External link].


	
^ a b c "Suicide prevention"[image: External link]. WHO Sites: Mental Health. World Health Organization. Aug 31, 2012. Retrieved 2013-01-13.


	
^ Cox, GR; Owens, C; Robinson, J; Nicholas, A; Lockley, A; Williamson, M; Cheung, YT; Pirkis, J (Mar 9, 2013). "Interventions to reduce suicides at suicide hotspots: a systematic review"[image: External link]. BMC Public Health. 13: 214. PMC[image: External link]  3606606[image: External link] . PMID[image: External link]  23496989[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1186/1471-2458-13-214[image: External link].


	
^ "Suicide"[image: External link]. The United States Surgeon General. Retrieved 4 September 2011.


	
^ Robinson, J; Hetrick, SE; Martin, C (January 2011). "Preventing suicide in young people: systematic review". The Australian and New Zealand Journal of Psychiatry. 45 (1): 3–26. PMID[image: External link]  21174502[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.3109/00048674.2010.511147[image: External link].


	
^ Fässberg, MM; van Orden, KA; Duberstein, P; Erlangsen, A; Lapierre, S; Bodner, E; Canetto, SS; De Leo, D; Szanto, K; Waern, M (March 2012). "A systematic review of social factors and suicidal behavior in older adulthood"[image: External link]. International journal of environmental research and public health. 9 (3): 722–45. PMC[image: External link]  3367273[image: External link] . PMID[image: External link]  22690159[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.3390/ijerph9030722[image: External link].


	
^ "World Suicide Prevention Day -10 September, 2013"[image: External link]. IASP. Retrieved 29 October 2013.


	
^ Williams, SB; O'Connor, EA; Eder, M; Whitlock, EP (April 2009). "Screening for child and adolescent depression in primary care settings: a systematic evidence review for the US Preventive Services Task Force". Pediatrics. 123 (4): e716–35. PMID[image: External link]  19336361[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1542/peds.2008-2415[image: External link].


	
^ LeFevre, ML; U.S. Preventive Services Task Force (May 20, 2014). "Screening for suicide risk in adolescents, adults, and older adults in primary care: u.s. Preventive services task force recommendation statement.". Annals of Internal Medicine. 160 (10): 719–26. PMID[image: External link]  24842417[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.7326/M14-0589[image: External link].


	
^ Meier, Marshall B. Clinard, Robert F. (2008). Sociology of deviant behavior[image: External link] (14th ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning. p. 169. ISBN  978-0-495-81167-1[image: External link].


	
^ Horowitz, LM; Ballard, ED; Pao, M (October 2009). "Suicide screening in schools, primary care and emergency departments"[image: External link]. Current Opinion in Pediatrics. 21 (5): 620–7. PMC[image: External link]  2879582[image: External link] . PMID[image: External link]  19617829[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1097/MOP.0b013e3283307a89[image: External link].


	
^ Paris, J (June 2004). "Is hospitalization useful for suicidal patients with borderline personality disorder?". Journal of personality disorders. 18 (3): 240–7. PMID[image: External link]  15237044[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1521/pedi.18.3.240.35443[image: External link].


	
^ Goodman, M; Roiff, T; Oakes, AH; Paris, J (February 2012). "Suicidal risk and management in borderline personality disorder". Current psychiatry reports. 14 (1): 79–85. PMID[image: External link]  22113831[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1007/s11920-011-0249-4[image: External link].


	
^ a b Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health, (CADTH) (2010). "Dialectical behaviour therapy in adolescents for suicide prevention: systematic review of clinical-effectiveness"[image: External link]. CADTH technology overviews. 1 (1): e0104. PMC[image: External link]  3411135[image: External link] . PMID[image: External link]  22977392[image: External link].


	
^ Stoffers, JM; Völlm, BA; Rücker, G; Timmer, A; Huband, N; Lieb, K (Aug 15, 2012). Lieb, Klaus, ed. "Psychological therapies for people with borderline personality disorder". Cochrane database of systematic reviews (Online). 8: CD005652. PMID[image: External link]  22895952[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1002/14651858.CD005652.pub2[image: External link].


	
^ Elizabeth O'Connor; Bradley N. Gaynes; Brittany U. Burda; Clara Soh; Evelyn P. Whitlock (April 2013). "Screening for and Treatment of Suicide Risk Relevant to Primary Care: A Systematic Review for the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force"[image: External link]. Annals of Internal Medicine. 158 (10): 741–54. PMID[image: External link]  23609101[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.7326/0003-4819-158-10-201305210-00642[image: External link].


	
^ Hetrick, SE; McKenzie, JE; Cox, GR; Simmons, MB; Merry, SN (Nov 14, 2012). Hetrick, Sarah E, ed. "Newer generation antidepressants for depressive disorders in children and adolescents". Cochrane database of systematic reviews (Online). 11: CD004851. PMID[image: External link]  23152227[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1002/14651858.CD004851.pub3[image: External link].


	
^ Baldessarini, RJ; Tondo, L; Hennen, J (2003). "Lithium treatment and suicide risk in major affective disorders: update and new findings". The Journal of Clinical Psychiatry. 64 Suppl 5: 44–52. PMID[image: External link]  12720484[image: External link].


	
^ Cipriani, A.; Hawton, K.; Stockton, S.; Geddes, J. R. (27 June 2013). "Lithium in the prevention of suicide in mood disorders: updated systematic review and meta-analysis". BMJ. 346 (jun27 4): f3646–f3646. PMID[image: External link]  23814104[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.1136/bmj.f3646[image: External link].


	
^ Wagstaff, A; Perry, C (2003). "Clozapine: in prevention of suicide in patients with schizophrenia or schizoaffective disorder.". CNS Drugs. 17 (4): 273–80; discussion 281–3. PMID[image: External link]  12665398[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.2165/00023210-200317040-00004[image: External link].


	
^ "Deaths estimates for 2008 by cause for WHO Member States"[image: External link]. World Health Organization. Retrieved 10 February 2013.


	
^ "Suicide rates Data by country"[image: External link]. who.int. Retrieved 23 November 2014.


	
^ Haney, EM; O'Neil, ME; Carson, S; Low, A; Peterson, K; Denneson, LM; Oleksiewicz, C; Kansagara, D (March 2012). "Suicide Risk Factors and Risk Assessment Tools: A Systematic Review". PMID[image: External link]  22574340[image: External link].


	
^ "CDC finds suicide rates among middle-aged adults increased from 1999 to 2010"[image: External link]. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. May 2, 2013. Retrieved 15 July 2013.


	
^ a b Weiyuan, C (December 2009). "Women and suicide in rural China"[image: External link]. Bulletin of the World Health Organization[image: External link]. 87 (12): 888–9. PMC[image: External link]  2789367[image: External link] . PMID[image: External link]  20454475[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.2471/BLT.09.011209[image: External link].


	
^ "Estimates for 2000–2012"[image: External link]. WHO. Retrieved 24 August 2016.


	
^ a b David Sue, Derald Wing Sue[image: External link], Stanley Sue, Diane Sue (2012-01-01). Understanding abnormal behavior[image: External link] (Tenth ed., [student ed.] ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/Cengage Learning[image: External link]. p. 255. ISBN  978-1-111-83459-3[image: External link].


	
^ Stern, Theodore A.; Fava, Maurizio; Wilens, Timothy E.; Rosenbaum, Jerrold F. (2015). Massachusetts General Hospital Comprehensive Clinical Psychiatry[image: External link] (2 ed.). Elsevier Health Sciences. p. 589. ISBN  9780323328999[image: External link].


	
^ Krug, Etienne G. (2002). World Report on Violence and Health[image: External link]. World Health Organization. p. 191. ISBN  9789241545617[image: External link].












OEBPS/Images/toc.png





OEBPS/cover.jpg
Death of Edgar
Allan Poe

by Wikipedia contributors

e-Pedia





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/9788026855293.jpg
Malcolm X






OEBPS/Images/external.png





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/9788026863595.jpg
(seasono)

e-Pedia






OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/9788026852001.jpg
Lists of Deaths
by Year

£

by Wikipsdia contributors

e-Pedia





OEBPS/Images/previous.png





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/9788026856870.jpg
Fear the Walking
Dead

by Wikipsdla conteibutor

e-Pedia





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/9788026860136.jpg





OEBPS/Images/next.png





