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The "Law of the People's Republic of China on Penalties for Administration of Public Security" represents a critical component of China's legal framework that governs public order and administrative penalties. This text provides an intricate blend of statutory provisions and practical guidance on enforcing public security regulations. Its legal style is characterized by precise language and structured organization, reflecting the broader context of Chinese administrative law while integrating traditional Confucian values of social harmony and order. An examination of this law reveals not only its punitive measures but also the state'Äôs underlying objectives of maintaining stability and control within society. The National People's Congress of China, as the highest organ of state power, drafted this law amidst evolving sociopolitical dynamics and public demands for increased governance and legal clarity. By establishing a comprehensive regulatory framework, the authors sought to address the complexities of modern governance, balancing individual rights with collective security. Their commitment to codifying public security measures highlights the challenges faced by lawmakers in responding to rapid urbanization and social change. This book is recommended for legal scholars, policymakers, and students of Chinese law, providing vital insights into the mechanisms of public security enforcement in China. It serves as an essential resource for understanding the intricate balance between law, order, and social governance in a contemporary context.
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The 'Offences against the Person Act 1861' stands as a pivotal legislative document in the history of English law, meticulously detailing a spectrum of crimes against individuals, from assault to homicide. Written in a formal legal style characteristic of the 19th century, the Act synthesizes earlier statutes and reflects the growing societal concern over personal safety and moral order during a period of significant social reform. The Act was also influenced by evolving notions of individual rights, and its framing highlights the complexities of legal definitions and classifications of offences that sought to balance public welfare with personal freedoms. The Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland, which enacted this significant piece of legislation, reflects a governmental body entrenched in the complexities and challenges of a rapidly industrializing society marked by urbanization, poverty, and social dislocation. The legislative intent behind the Act illustrates the Parliament's attempts to respond to the increased prevalence of violent crimes and the necessity for a cohesive legal framework that could effectively deter such offences while addressing the intricacies of human behavior in an evolving social context. This Act is essential reading for scholars, legal professionals, and anyone interested in the foundations of modern legal principles surrounding personal safety and criminal law. Its relevance is underscored by its lasting impact on contemporary legislation, making it a vital text for those seeking to understand the evolution of legal frameworks that protect individuals in society.
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Excellent Women is a curated collection of biographical sketches celebrating the lives, faith, and service of remarkable Christian women. Originally compiled by the Religious Tract Society in London during the late 1800s, this volume offers concise, inspiring portraits of individuals whose lives embodied devotion, social reform, leadership, and spiritual depth. From early chapters about Elizabeth Fry — the Quaker philanthropist and prison reformer — to profiles of Susanna Wesley, Hannah More, Frances Ridley Havergal, Ann Judson, and others, the compilation presents a diversity of characters united by their moral conviction and impact on society. Each biography sketches the subject's upbringing, spiritual journey, challenges faced, and their enduring legacy. The writing is accessible yet dignified, suitable for general readers interested in religious history, women's biographies, Christian witness, or Victorian-era ministry. While not a modern critical biography, Excellent Women serves as an evocative introduction to lives lived with purpose—an encouragement for readers seeking models of faith in action.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


The Man in the Queue (Musaicum Vintage Mysteries)



Tey, Josephine

8596547778776

202

Start Reading Now! (Ad)

In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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The "BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection" is a comprehensive anthology that presents twenty-two enchanting children's stories, each illustrated with Potter's intricate, original artwork. This collection showcases her whimsical narratives, filled with a blend of anthropomorphic animal characters and pastoral settings, reflecting the early 20th-century British countryside. Potter's literary style combines a simple yet engaging prose, making her tales accessible while also rich in moral lessons and life reflections. The stories, deeply rooted in natural history and ecological awareness, provide both entertainment and education, making them timeless classics in children's literature. Beatrix Potter, an esteemed author and illustrator, was born in 1866 into a well-to-do family in Victorian England. Her upbringing in the Lake District inspired her love for nature, which profoundly influenced her storytelling. A naturalist and an early advocate for conservation, Potter's experiences with animals and her keen observations of their behaviors are beautifully woven into her narratives. Her unique background and artistic inclinations allowed her to craft stories that resonate with both the innocent curiosity of childhood and broader environmental themes. This collection is highly recommended for readers of all ages who wish to immerse themselves in a world of imagination and nature. The exquisite illustrations and delightful tales serve as both a nostalgic reminder of childhood and an invaluable resource for parents seeking to cultivate a love of reading in their children. Potter's stories are not merely entertainments; they are an invitation to experience the beauty of the natural world, making this ultimate collection a must-have addition to any library. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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    At the crossing of freedom and order, a nation writes its boundaries in law. The Criminal Law adopted by the National People’s Congress of China presents a carefully structured map of responsibility, harm, and consequence. It renders abstract social values into concrete rules, transforming collective expectations into enacted standards. Read as a book, it is less a narrative than an architecture: principles, definitions, categories, and penalties arranged to guide judgment and frame conduct. Its clarity and reach, continually refined through legislative revision, make it a central lens through which to understand contemporary governance, civic duty, and the enduring balance between individual autonomy and social protection.

This work is considered a classic within the modern Chinese legal canon because it anchors the penal system with a stable, general framework while remaining responsive to change. As the foundational statute for criminal accountability, it has shaped legal education, judicial decision-making, prosecutorial practice, and scholarly interpretation. Its durability lies in the coherence of its general provisions and the breadth of its specific provisions, which together set a comprehensive standard. Beyond domestic impact, it occupies a key position in comparative law, offering scholars an essential point of reference for examining codification, proportionality, and the institutional evolution of a rapidly developing legal system.

Authored and promulgated by the National People’s Congress of China, the Criminal Law was first enacted in 1979 and comprehensively revised in 1997, followed by periodic amendments reflecting new social and technological realities. It sets out general principles of criminal responsibility and enumerates categories of offenses and corresponding penalties. The statute’s purposes include safeguarding public order, protecting rights and property, and delineating the limits of acceptable conduct in a systematic way. Its intentions are normative and practical: to define core concepts, guide enforcement, and establish consistent baselines for judgment without foreclosing the calibrated discretion that complex cases can require.

At a structural level, the book is organized into general provisions and specific provisions. The general provisions establish foundational concepts such as the scope of application, forms of responsibility, and the punishment system. The specific provisions classify offenses across wide domains, including crimes against persons and property, public order and safety, economic and environmental interests, and other vital societal relations. Each offense is framed by elements and associated sanctions, allowing the reader to see how conduct is channeled into legal categories. The design prioritizes predictability and hierarchy, helping ensure that like cases are treated alike while preserving a coherent legislative voice.

The historical context of this code is pivotal. Its 1979 enactment marked a decisive step in rebuilding and modernizing the legal system, while the 1997 comprehensive revision consolidated reforms for a transforming society and market. These milestones reflect a broader project: crafting a stable, rules-based framework for social order under conditions of rapid economic development and institutional change. As new forms of risk emerged—from financial complexity to digital networks—the law’s incremental amendments showed the legislature’s intent to keep the code current, maintaining continuity of core principles while adjusting to novel behaviors, technologies, and enforcement challenges.

Its drafting style exemplifies codification: concise definitions, structured enumeration, and calibrated penalties aimed at clarity and generality. The code articulates elements of offenses to support legal certainty, while the punishment system integrates proportionality through graduated measures. Over time, targeted amendments have addressed areas such as technology-enabled misconduct, market integrity, public health, and environmental protection, refining categories and aligning penalties with contemporary realities. For readers, the result is a text that balances abstraction with specificity, suitable both for doctrinal analysis and practical application. The code’s internal logic invites systematic reading, cross-referencing principles with concrete offense frameworks.

Within China’s legal ecosystem, the Criminal Law functions as a cornerstone for adjudication and enforcement. Courts, procuratorates, and investigative bodies rely on its structure to assess culpability and sanctions, while legal education treats it as a primary text for training professionals. Scholarly commentary and doctrinal treatises have grown around it, interpreting provisions, debating scope, and proposing refinements that later inform legislative updates. This interplay between statute, practice, and scholarship underscores the code’s living character. Its authority is not static; it is reinforced through continual engagement by institutions and experts who operationalize its concepts in daily governance and dispute resolution.

In comparative perspective, the code contributes to global conversations about criminalization, deterrence, and the architecture of legal norms in a civil law tradition. It provides a reference point for examining how a large, diverse society articulates offenses and calibrates penalties under conditions of modernization and globalization. Translations and academic analyses have made its framework accessible to broader audiences, enabling cross-jurisdictional study of legislative technique, categorization of harm, and the relationship between general principles and specific crimes. Through this lens, it has influenced authors of legal scholarship, casebooks, and commentary who seek to understand and explain China’s evolving rule-of-law landscape.

Key themes run throughout the book: the boundaries of responsibility, the protection of vital interests, and the balance between individual freedom and collective security. The code advances proportionality by differentiating culpability and sanction across offense types and circumstances. It also embodies preventive rationales alongside punishment, reflecting the idea that clear rules can deter harm and guide social behavior. Readers encounter an ethic of accountability that is both principled and functional, recognizing the complexity of intent, consequence, and context. These themes give the text a durable resonance, speaking to perennial questions about the nature of wrongdoing and the legitimate reach of state power.

Approached as a reading experience, the code rewards attention to its general provisions before turning to the specifics. Understanding definitions, forms of participation, and the structure of penalties illuminates how particular offenses are constructed. Cross-referencing is essential: a single case might invoke general rules on responsibility and multiple specific offenses. For students and practitioners, this integrated method fosters precision and consistency. For general readers, it provides an accessible pathway into the logic of criminal law, revealing how seemingly technical clauses reflect broader judgments about risk, fairness, and social order that underpin the statute’s comprehensive design.

The book’s continuing relevance lies in its capacity to absorb and structure new realities without abandoning core principles. As society confronts issues arising from digital life, complex markets, environmental stewardship, and public health, the code’s adaptive amendments and principled core provide a stable frame. Its provisions offer guidance for emerging forms of misconduct while maintaining a commitment to clarity and proportionality. This adaptability strengthens public confidence in the predictability of norms. In a rapidly changing world, the code stands as a blueprint for aligning enduring values with contemporary risks, ensuring that legal accountability remains intelligible and effective.

In sum, the Criminal Law adopted by the National People’s Congress of China endures because it harmonizes stability with evolution, abstraction with application, and individual responsibility with collective security. Its classic status arises from its foundational role in the legal system, its influence on practice and scholarship, and its clear articulation of principles and offenses. Readers encounter a text that organizes moral intuitions into legal categories and translates societal aims into enforceable rules. By capturing enduring themes of harm, culpability, and order, and by evolving with new challenges, it remains relevant, authoritative, and compelling for contemporary audiences.
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    Criminal Law by the National People’s Congress of China sets out the fundamental rules defining crimes, penalties, and criminal responsibility in the People’s Republic of China. Organized into General Provisions and Specific Provisions, it articulates the purposes of punishment: to punish crime, protect the people, safeguard state security, public order, and the socialist market economy, and maintain social stability. It establishes core principles including legality, culpability aligned with fault, proportionality, and equality before the law. The text functions as a comprehensive statutory framework, amended over time to address emerging risks and policy goals, while preserving a structured approach to definition, liability, sentencing, and execution of penalties.

The General Provisions open with the scope of application and effectiveness of the law. They define territorial jurisdiction, limited extraterritorial reach over citizens and certain offenses harming national interests, and conditions for foreign offenders. Temporal application addresses retroactivity, generally applying the lighter law when legal changes occur after an act. Provisions on statutes of limitation prescribe time limits for prosecution with exceptions for evasion and grave offenses. The law clarifies how penalties are computed and applied, alongside rules for confiscation of illegal gains. These introductory articles situate the code within a clear jurisdictional and temporal framework that governs interpretation and enforcement.

The code defines crime as an act that endangers society and is subject to punishment under law, distinguishing it from minor misconduct not warranting criminal sanctions. It specifies forms of guilt—intent and negligence—and allocates responsibility accordingly. Circumstances excluding criminal responsibility include legitimate self-defense and necessity, when harm is undertaken to avert greater danger within prescribed bounds. It details mental competence, addressing mental illness and intoxication, and recognizes error and compulsion in assessing fault. Age thresholds for criminal responsibility are set, with full liability from 16, qualified liability for 14–16 in enumerated serious crimes, and special provisions for certain grave offenses committed by younger minors.

The General Provisions also define stages and participation in crime. Preparation, attempt, and discontinuation are distinguished from completion, with corresponding implications for punishment and mitigation when offenders voluntarily desist or prevent harm. Joint crimes are categorized by roles such as principal, organizer, instigator, and accessory, with differentiated treatment based on contribution and intent. The law recognizes “unit crimes,” allowing liability for organizations alongside responsible personnel. Recidivism, multiple crimes tried together, and combined punishment are addressed, guiding courts in cumulative and concurrent sentencing. These rules structure how the system evaluates conduct across complex scenarios before turning to substantive offense definitions.

The penalty system specifies principal punishments including public surveillance, criminal detention, fixed-term imprisonment, life imprisonment, and the death penalty, and supplementary punishments such as fines, deprivation of political rights, and confiscation of property. Sentencing follows principles of proportionality and individualized punishment, considering circumstances of the offense and offender. Mitigation may apply for voluntary surrender, meritorious service, restitution, and confession; aggravation may attach to recidivism and significant social harm. Suspended sentences, parole, and commutation are permitted under statutory conditions, while certain offenses restrict leniency. The law also prescribes deprivation of political rights for specified crimes and sets rules for enforcement, remittance, and remission.

The Specific Provisions begin by enumerating crimes endangering national security, such as treason, secession, subversion, and espionage, followed by terrorism and related activities. The law then addresses crimes endangering public security, including arson, explosion, poisoning, and violations of transport and production safety, with heightened penalties for outcomes causing major casualties or severe social impact. Offenses involving weapons, explosives, hazardous materials, and illegal manufacturing are detailed. Public health and emergency-related crimes are identified, reflecting protection of collective safety. Environmental crimes penalize pollution and illegal exploitation of resources. These sections prioritize foundational protections of state, collective, and public safety.

Crimes undermining the socialist market economy and property rights are comprehensively covered. Offenses include smuggling, illegal business operations, financial fraud, money laundering, securities and futures violations, and tax-related crimes. Intellectual property infringements and unfair competition are penalized to safeguard innovation and market order. Corruption-related offenses encompass embezzlement, bribery, misappropriation of public funds, and malfeasance by state functionaries, with provisions also addressing bribery in the non-state sector. The code outlines criminal liability for bid rigging, monopoly conduct, false advertising, and counterfeiting. Property crimes such as theft, robbery, fraud, and extortion receive graded penalties based on value, violence, and resulting harm.

The law protects personal and democratic rights by criminalizing intentional homicide, intentional injury, unlawful detention, insult, defamation, and violations of citizens’ privacy and correspondence. It addresses sexual offenses, trafficking in persons, and crimes against minors with aggravated penalties for vulnerable victims. Drug-related crimes cover manufacturing, trafficking, and illegal possession, with special emphasis on organized activity. Offenses disrupting social administration include organizing and participating in criminal organizations, gambling, illegal assembly, and the spread of obscene materials, as well as cyber-related intrusions and data offenses defined by statute. These chapters reinforce the protection of individual dignity, public order, and emerging areas of social governance.

Concluding sections cover crimes affecting national defense interests, military personnel, and wartime discipline, ensuring the armed forces’ readiness and integrity. Supplementary provisions clarify definitional matters, thresholds, and application guidance, and reference the relationship between criminal and other legal regimes. Across the text, the code’s central message is consistent: it defines socially harmful conduct and prescribes proportionate sanctions to protect state security, public order, economic stability, and citizens’ rights. The structure guides interpreters from general principles to specific offenses, enabling uniform application while allowing measured leniency. Through periodic amendments, it responds to new risks and policy priorities within the framework of statutory criminal law.
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    The Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of China is situated in the legislative milieu of the National People’s Congress (NPC) in Beijing, chiefly within the Great Hall of the People. Its temporal setting spans the late twentieth century to the present, with a first codified enactment in 1979 and a comprehensive overhaul in 1997, followed by frequent amendments. It arises from the broader project of reconstructing legal institutions after periods of political upheaval and aligning criminal norms with a rapidly transforming society and economy. The statute’s setting is thus both geographical and institutional: national in scope, drafted and amended by the NPC Standing Committee, and applied across all provinces and regions of the PRC.

The law’s environment includes the Supreme People’s Court, Supreme People’s Procuratorate, and Ministry of Public Security, whose evolving roles influence interpretation and enforcement. After law schools reopened in 1979 and the legal profession resumed, criminal legislation became a foundation for China’s legal modernization. The 1982 Constitution framed legality and institutional authority, while political directives from Party congresses shaped legislative priorities. Beijing’s centrality as the site of debate, drafting, and promulgation underscores the law’s connection to national policy, economic reform, public order management, and state security. Against this backdrop, the Criminal Law reflects the country’s passage from revolutionary mobilization to codified governance.

The founding of the PRC on 1 October 1949 created a new state apparatus, but early criminal justice operated largely through mass campaigns rather than a unified code. Key campaigns included the Suppression of Counterrevolutionaries (1950–1953) and Three- and Five-Anti campaigns in urban areas, alongside land reform in the countryside. The 1954 Constitution established institutional frameworks, yet criminal norms were dispersed in directives and regulations. Historically, the period reflected Soviet influence in legal organization while prioritizing political mobilization. The book’s treatment reflects this legacy by codifying, decades later, categories that had once been addressed through policy, thereby institutionalizing what had been campaign-based governance.

The Anti-Rightist Campaign of 1957 and the Great Leap Forward (1958–1960), followed by the famine years, profoundly stressed legal institutions. Decision-making prioritized class struggle and production targets, sidelining legal codification. Administrative measures such as the 1957–1958 creation of Reeducation Through Labor blurred the line between administrative and penal control. The legal system’s reliance on broad political criteria rather than precise statutory text impelled later reformers to seek a stable, national criminal code. The book mirrors this historical context by substituting explicit statutory definitions for fluid political categories, seeking predictability where earlier governance had emphasized campaign-style enforcement and ideological standards.

The Cultural Revolution (1966–1976) produced an acute breakdown of formal legal order, with courts and procuratorates weakened or shuttered and many legal professionals persecuted. Revolutionary committees, mass organizations, and ad hoc policy replaced regular adjudication, and legality yielded to political struggle. The historical record includes violent factional clashes in major cities such as Shanghai, Beijing, and Wuhan. Reverberations included loss of legal expertise, archives, and institutional memory. This decade became a critical negative reference point. The book’s codification, especially after 1978, represents a deliberate departure from this era, emphasizing the need for written, stable rules, professional adjudication, and reconstituted courts and prosecutorial bodies.
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