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         I look at myself in the mirror, with a critical eye. Am I still deluding myself? My job, however, has nothing in common with physical appearance since I sell figures. Not just any figures. I mean, large corporations hire me as a financial analysis consultant to build and validate their projects: mergers, sales or business acquisitions. But to make sure that they appeal to the markets, bosses and boards of directors want more than just accurate numbers. They also, sometimes, more importantly, sell the reputation of the person who produced them. And in our business, I'm kind of a celebrity.

         When a company announces that its figures have been validated by Elsa DeMontigny, it means that all, absolutely all possibilities have been foreseen and that every single shred of data has been certified. I do not shy away from any challenge and I make no concessions to the clarity and transparency of the analyses. I am a warrior in a man's world. No matter how much pressure is put on me, all companies are treated equally and all data is analysed in the same way.

         This earned me many enmities at the beginning of my career but helped to build my reputation for being rigorously honest. It is with this reputation that I am now able to carry out the most prestigious mandates and charge the highest fees. And since the entire wonderful world of finance has forged an idea of the "Queen of the Amazons", as they call me, I have built a look for myself based on this image.

         I have ashy blond hair that I keep short, and glasses with round lenses that make me look nerdishly sexy, but cold. I'm already tall and wear high heels on purpose. I am thin and the size of my breasts continues to fascinate men and even women. I choose my suits so that they enhance me, with elegance. I don't really want to seduce men; I just want to unsettle them. I prefer my clients when they don't have a leg to stand on. That has its uses. When I sit down in front of a company director and he hands me his tables of figures. Just the way I look at him, he knows that this is the decisive moment, the one that’s going to make or break it. More than once, I've seen a CEO break down at the beginning of an interview and admit to me that his income was being doctored. In those cases, I thank the guy for his honesty and get out. I lost a lucrative contract, but it saves me from sinking his project and eventually, his business.

         It doesn't help that my name is attached to too many failed projects. In the long run, it would scare off customers. I'd rather they do the job themselves! That's why it helps to have a look to go with your reputation.

         I specialised in the technology sector, which changes all the time, projects get done, come apart, come back to life, die again, start all over again. In short, this is a field of practice where there is never a shortage of contracts.

         Though, to be honest, what I really like is the feeling of being part of a momentum, a movement, being part of building something and, I really hope, something useful and beneficial at that. There is nothing else that justifies neglecting one's personal life as I have done all these years. I am not driven by fees, but by challenges and the passion to build. On the other hand, I keep this idea to myself. There are too many who are in the technology sector strictly for the size of the stock market operations they can carry out.
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