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  Princess Essex was first performed at Shakespeare’s Globe, London, on 19 September 2024 (previews from 13 September). The cast was as follows:
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  The Essex Princess, a monologue, was commissioned for Misfits by Queen’s Theatre Hornchurch and first performed on 12 November 2020. This evolved into a first version of Princess Essex, a one-person play that toured with the support of Arts Council England, Queen’s Theatre Hornchurch, Matthew Schmolle, The Mercury Theatre Colchester, Creative Estuary and the South Essex African & Caribbean Association (SEACA) from February 2022.




  Shakespeare’s Globe: Best Friends of Princess Essex Catherine Arnfield, Jennifer Barton, Alice, Penny Calder, Doug Connor, Hema Coombes, Derrick Dale, Peter Davio, Ann Dunbar, Anne Dunlop, Thomas Eugster, Janis Fawn, Valerie Fletcher, Krisztina Földi & Alan Short, Lord Hannan, Chris Hennock, Elizabeth Hodgkiss, Rebecca Hume, Kate & Barry Jones, Sierra McLeod, Peter Nathanielsz, Professor Arthur Petersen, Samuel Pickard, Robin Roads, Mr & Mrs Roller, Anne Rowley, Raymond Rulach, D Ryan, Eileen & Michael Sanderson, Paul Shantic and Shell Mercurio, Anne Smith, Michael Smith, Davis Taggart, Philip Teale, Margaret Thomas, Lara Waterfield, Edwin Williams, Sarah Wilton, Martin Wink, Jess Withington
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  The BAND




  JOANNA/PRINCESS DINUBOLU




  PUNCH AND JUDY ENTERTAINER (BAXTER)




  FISHERMAN (AMOS)




  MRS LONDON (PEGGY)




  MR LONDON (HAROLD)




  IRRATIONALLY ANGRY WOMAN (PATIENCE)




  TICKETER (JOSEPHINE)




  MRS BUGLE (STELLA)




  MAYOR PEPPER (ALBERT)
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  MR BACON (PARSLEY)




  MR SOUTHEND STANDARD (ALFIE)




  MR ROMFORD RECORDER (HECTOR)
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  SCHOOLTEACHER (WALTER)
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  COUSIN ARTHUR, a postman




  MRS BACON (JESSIE)




  HARRIET




  JOANNA’S MUM (JOANNA)




  JOANNA’S MUM’S FRIEND (CHRISTINE)




  JOANNA’S DAD (MICHAEL)




  SUITED BAND MEMBER (GILBERT)




  NUN (SISTER MARIA)




  WOMAN NOT INTERESTED IN BEAUTY PAGEANTS 1 (CLEMENTINE)




  WOMAN NOT INTERESTED IN BEAUTY PAGEANTS 2 (DAISY)




  LILIAN EDWARDS




  MIRIAM CARTER




  LENA SABINE KOPPENSTEINER, Austria




  CATALINA MARGARITA HERNANDEZ, Spain




  MARTINA FRANCESCA GUILIA ISABELLA AGOSTINELLI, Italy




  TOWN COUNCILLOR ROBERT (Southend-on-Sea)




  TOWN COUNCILLOR CLIVE (Southend-on-Sea)




  TOWN COUNCILLOR GEOFFREY (Southend-on-Sea)




  TOWN COUNCILLOR RALPH (Southend-on-Sea)




  TOWN COUNCILLOR CECIL (Southend-on-Sea)




  TOWN COUNCILLOR REGINALD (Southend-on-Sea)




  KING EDWARD VII




  COURTIER (FRANZ)




  COURTIERS




  MUSICIAN




  EVE




  ELISE, beauty pageant contestant – Belgium




  SNEZANA, beauty pageant contestant – Serbia




  INGEBORG, beauty pageant contestant – Norway




  FRIEDA, beauty pageant contestant – Germany




  

    

  




  




  Notes on Text




  A forward slash ( / ) denotes overlapping dialogue.




  A dash (–) denotes an interruption or unfinished thought.




  Text in bold is sung.




  




  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.




  

    

  




  




  ACT ONE




  Scene One




  Enter the BAND onto Juliet’s balcony. Suited, they make their way to their instruments, and sit. They begin to play music that is magical, soft, gentle.




  Enter a distracted JOANNA through the centre-stage doors, dressed in her maid attire.




  We are in Southend-on-Sea – specifically we are in JOANNA’s daydream. JOANNA is in the attic of the Bugle residence – two weeks before the big event.




  As she creeps in, enter the ENSEMBLE grouped together. They are, at this moment, an echo of JOANNA’s thoughts. They watch her curiously.




  After a short time, JOANNA senses the ENSEMBLE are watching her and so slowly turns around. As her eyes meet theirs, they smile at her and wave.




  What ensues is a playful game between the two, similar to that of Grandma’s Footsteps; JOANNA teases the ENSEMBLE two more times, by running away, stopping and suddenly turning around to greet them – each time the movements of all involved grow bigger and bigger.




  JOANNA then finds herself looking out across the audience. She closes her eyes and hums the starting notes of ‘I Do Like to Be Beside the Seaside’. The ENSEMBLE echo her singing, and before we know it the BAND, ENSEMBLE and JOANNA are all singing the song. JOANNA and the ENSEMBLE also dance in a way that is inspired by a cockney knees-up. It suggests the people of the Southend-on-Sea are happy, upbeat, bright-eyed and optimistic – perhaps too good to be true?




  ENSEMBLE.


  Oh! I do like to be beside the seaside!


  I do like to be beside the sea!


  Oh I do like to stroll along the prom, prom, prom!


  Where the brass bands play, ‘Tiddely-om-pom-pom!’




  So just let me be beside the seaside!


  I’ll be beside myself with glee –


  And there’s lots of girls beside


  I should like to be beside, beside the seaside


  Beside the sea!




  We are in Southend-on-Sea – specifically we are in Joanna’s daydream. JOANNA is in the attic of the Bugle residence – two weeks before the Miss Southend 1908 beauty pageant.




  Enter JOANNA through the centre-stage doors, dressed in her maid attire.




  JOANNA breathes in the estuary air.




  JOANNA (addressing the audience). Ahh, Southend-on-Sea!




  The ENSEMBLE then morph into a kaleidoscope of characters one might find in Southend-on-Sea in 1908, including a PUNCH AND JUDY ENTERTAINER, FISHERMAN, etc. The mood is one of great joy.




  PUNCH AND JUDY ENTERTAINER (cheerfully). Morning Joanna!




  JOANNA. There ain’t no greater place in the entire world, coz ’ere you see, we have it all: the beach, the cliffs, a statue of Queen Victoria –




  FISHERMAN (cheerfully). Morning Joanna!




  JOANNA. – the world’s longest pier, seagulls, the seafront, the seaside – which is nuffing less than ironic because as every local will tell ya –




  The ENSEMBLE stop and face the audience.




  ALL (in a manner that implies ‘Actually…’). That ain’t a sea at all, that is an estuary, that is the River Thames.




  The ENSEMBLE return to their sequence. Enter MR LONDON and MRS LONDON dressed in bathing suits and weighed down by several deckchairs, an umbrella, a wind-breaker, a picnic basket, and a large cuddly toy one can only assume they won at the Kursaal.




  JOANNA. So it’s mad to fink, yeah, that Londoners, fousands of ’em, each year, they flock to us – (Spots MR and MRS LONDON.) and well, yer can always tell a London-a because –




  (Turning to MRS LONDON and MR LONDON.) Morning!




  MR LONDON and MRS LONDON growl and snarl at JOANNA. JOANNA can’t make out what they are saying.




  Across the water and staring back at us, sits a county so dull, so void of any excitement, that no Southender dare ever swim across to it for fear of neva coming back – a county so boring that the only title they could come up for it was ‘Garden of England’, and that place, is Kent.




  IRRATIONALLY ANGRY WOMAN. Burn in ’ell, Kent! I ’ate ya!




  JOANNA. This rivalry between us, yeah, is only seven years young, and it all started in 1901, son, because they woz jealous of us. (Eyes begin to light up.) They are jealous of the fact that ’ere, in Southend-on-Sea, we ’av what is (and undeniably) the largest and greatest entertainment building in the whole of Europe, a building so big, so beautiful, it puts the Taj Mahal to shame, and that building is… (Spins around the face the Kursaal.) the Kursaal!!!




  A beat as the ENSEMBLE are hit by the mere mentioning of the Kursaal. They experience a euphoria, and so now begin to move as though they are floating in air.




  MRS BUGLE (from under the stage). Joanna! – Joanna!




  Hearing MRS BUGLE, the ENSEMBLE quickly disperse.




  JOANNA. The Kursaal, meaning ‘cure hall’, is a place where entertainment can cure you all of your woes. Behind its doors lies everyfing you could ever dream of: a circus ring, concert ’all, dining ’all, a billiard saloon, shops; nigh on forty of ’em – a menagerie – complete with lions, tigers and polar bears –




  MRS BUGLE (from under the stage). Joanna! – Joanna!




  JOANNA. – a football pitch, athletics ground, a trotting track, hoopla stands, a hippodrome, and that’s just to name a few.




  For Southenders, the Kursaal, it’s in us – perhaps somehow even, it is us? It’s ’ard to remember nah what life woz like wivaat it –




  The trapdoor slams open.




  MRS BUGLE (from under the stage). Joanna!




  We see a long ladder gradually emerging from the trap.




  JOANNA. – and at centre of it all, lies a ballroom with a stage that ain’t just the envy of Essex, of England even, but of the entire Empire!




  We see MRS BUGLE’s head pop out from the pit. She speaks to JOANNA.




  MRS BUGLE. Joanna! Joanna!!




  JOANNA snaps out of her daydream. MRS BUGLE – a middle-class, Southend socialite – emerges from the trap. She remains speaking to JOANNA whilst still holding on to the ladder.




  Joanna! What are you doing up here in the attic? (Looking around.) Are you talking to yourself?




  MRS BUGLE gestures for JOANNA to help her off the ladder. JOANNA does so.




  JOANNA. Nuffin, Mrs Bugle, I was just –




  MRS BUGLE. Were you hiding?




  JOANNA (obviously ‘yes’). No.




  MRS BUGLE (patronisingly, knowing she’s caught her out). I think you were, Joanna. Anyone would think you don’t enjoy dusting / the –




  JOANNA. / I didn’t / say –




  MRS BUGLE (patronising). / Look, I get it. Really I do. Life’s hard. I know. It’s hard for us all. (Confessing.) Sometimes, I can’t keep up with the latest Parisian trends, or what cake one should now bring to a bake sale. But we mustn’t let our feelings show, and well… if that means one needs to creep up into the attic for a little cry now and again, one likes to think that their employer would understand.




  JOANNA. That’s very kind of you Mrs Bugle / but –




  MRS BUGLE. / Have you heard the latest gossip from Folkestone?




  JOANNA (surprised ). Er, ‘Folkestone’?? Er, sorry, Folkestone? Er… er, no I ain’t – what they done, nah?




  MRS BUGLE. Heavens, just when you think those Kentish cretins couldn’t stoop any lower, is there really nothing they won’t try?




  JOANNA. Why, wot they done?




  MRS BUGLE. They’re planning on holding an event, and a ridiculous one at that.




  JOANNA (concerned). Like, wot?




  MRS BUGLE. I’ll tell you like what – they’re planning on holding / a beauty pageant –




  Enter MAYOR PEPPER in his civic regalia, being quickly followed by TOWN COUNCILLORS PERRY, THOMAS and BERTIE. We are at a Town Council meeting in Folkestone.




  MAYOR PEPPER. ‘A beauty pageant.’




  PERRY (confused ). A what?




  MAYOR PEPPER. ‘A beauty pageant.’
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