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This is not a book of dates. It does not abound in statistics. It avoids controversies of the past and prophecies of the future. The motive is to present in plain, newspaper style a narrative of the rise and progress of St. Louis to the fourth place among American cities. To personal factors rather than to general causes is credited the high position which the community has attained. Men and women, more than location and events, have made St. Louis the Fourth City. The site chosen was fortunate. Of much greater import was the character of those who came to settle. American history, as told from the Atlantic seaboard points of view, classed St. Louis as "a little trading post." The settlement of Laclede was planned for permanence. It established stable government by consent of the governed. It embodied the homestead principle in a land system. It developed the American spirit while "good old colony times" prevailed along the Atlantic coast. Home rule found in St. Louis its first habitat on this continent. This is volume one out of four, giving a historical review from the founding of the town to its great days.
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In a history mainly composed of the incidents that indicate the growth of a community, and the direction and character of it, where few are important enough to require an extended narration, and the remainder afford little material, it is not easy to construct a continuous narrative, or to so connect the unrelated points as to prevent the work taking on the aspect of a pretentious directory. In this case, however, the author presents us an almost perfect history of the town of Indianapolis, including all townships, and Marion County, Indiana. This is volume two out of two.

Buy now and read (Advertising)
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309

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This book created somewhat of a sensation in the literary and scientific world. Mr. Donnelly argues that Plato's story was true; that all the ancient civilizations of Europe and America radiated from this ancient kingdom, and that this is the reason we find pyramids, obelisks, and buildings almost Identically alike in Egypt, Mexico and Peru. Donnelly's statements and ample evidence deliver ample evidence for the existence of the continent of Atlants. This book is a must have for all folklorists and people, who are interested in the possible history of a famous nation.

Buy now and read (Advertising)
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Roughing It



Twain, Mark

9783849643874

559

Buy now and read (Advertising)

"Roughing It" is another one of Mark Twain's chronicles of his wandering years, this one being the prequel to "Innocents Abroad." His adventures take place in the Wild West, Salt Lake City and even in Hawaii - among other places. He even enlists as a Confederate cavalryman for some time. The book is also a prolific example for Twain's excellent sense of humour.

Buy now and read (Advertising)
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The Ministry Of Healing



White, Ellen Gould

9783849646424

356

Buy now and read (Advertising)

The Ministry of Healing, perhaps one of the best books ever written by Mrs. White, offers a wealth of information on the laws of life, how to cure diseases, how to stay healthy and how to heal the soul. It is important to understand the spiritual side of health, and this is where Mrs. White is the expert at. From the contents: Chapter 1 - Our Example Chapter 2 - Days of Ministry Chapter 3 - With Nature and With God Chapter 4 - The Touch of Faith Chapter 5 - Healing of the Soul Chapter 6 - Saved to Serve Chapter 7 - The Co-Working of the Divine and the Human Chapter 8 - The Physician, an Educator Chapter 9 - Teaching and Healing Chapter 10 - Helping the Tempted Chapter 11 - Working for the Intemperate Chapter 12 - Help for the Unemployed and the Homeless Chapter 13 - The Helpless Poor Chapter 14 - Ministry to the Rich ...

Buy now and read (Advertising)
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Walsh, Julius S.




 




FINANCIAL and commercial

enterprises of great magnitude have felt the stimulus of the directing force of

Julius S. Walsh, who may justly be classed with the “captains of industry”— men

whose ability has enabled them to grasp and satisfactorily control a situation,

bringing unrelated and even seemingly adverse interests into that unity and

harmony which characterizes all successful, mammoth business enterprises. 




Born in the city of his present

residence, December 1, 1842, Mr. Walsh is a son of Edward and Isabella (de Mun)

Walsh, who were of Irish and French extraction, respectively. The father came

from Ireland to America in 1815, and from Louisville, Kentucky, removed to St.

Louis in 1818, here organizing the firm of J. & E. Walsh, with which he was

connected until his death in 1866. 




Liberal educational privileges

equipped Julius S. Walsh for the duties of a responsible business career. He

attended the St. Louis University and St. Joseph’s College at Bardstown,

Kentucky, being graduated from the latter with the class of 1861. His

preliminary law reading was directed by the Hon. John M. Krum, a distinguished

attorney of St. Louis, and his preparation for the bar was completed by

graduation from the law department of Columbia College of New York city in

1864, when the Bachelor of Law degree was conferred upon him. The following

year St. Louis University honored him with the degree of Master of Arts and

later, in 1904, with the degree of LL. D. Mr. Walsh was admitted to the bar in

the state of New York and left college with the intention of becoming an active

member of the legal profession, but the death of his father occurred soon

afterward and his time and energies were demanded in other directions. He had

been his father’s associate in business for two years prior to his demise and

knew more intimately than anyone else the nature of the operations in which the

firm had been engaged. Accordingly he was chosen to settle the estate and,

although scarcely twenty-four years of age, took up the tasks in connection therewith

and discharged them so capably that he won the favorable recognition and

approval of prominent financiers of the city. He became his father’s successor

on the directorate of various large corporations and in his opinions concerning

intricate business problems displayed a thorough knowledge and mastery of the

situation, with a keen outlook into future possibilities. Thus led through the

force of circumstances into active connection with business enterprises rather

than professional life, he passed on to positions of executive control, wherein

he was called to assimilate complex forces and to shape into unity the varied

interests of extensive business concerns. He was identified with the street

railway lines of St. Louis from 1870 and was chosen to the presidency of the

Citizens’ Railway Company and of the Fair Grounds & Suburban Railway

Company. The ability and business capacity which he manifested in these

connections led to his selection, a few years later, for the presidency of the

Union Railway Company, the People’s Railway Company, the Tower Grove &

Lafayette Railway Company and the Cass Avenue & Fair Grounds Railway

Company. He also projected and built the Northern Central Railway. His

operations were continually broadening in extent, and his ability to plan and

perform made his cooperation sought in various directions. His work in behalf

of the St. Louis Agricultural & Mechanical Association, of which he was

elected president in 1874, is particularly notable. Previous to that year the

fair grounds were kept closed except one week each year. Mr. Walsh saw the

opportunity for utilizing them in many directions and during the four years

when he occupied the chief administrative office of the association the grounds

were beautified, new buildings erected, the zoological gardens established and

various other improvements made that converted the grounds into one of the

favorite places of amusement and recreation for the people of St. Louis. With a

mind constantly alert for the reception of new impressions and a recognition of

further opportunities in the business world, he began investigating the subject

of making improvements at the mouth of the Mississippi river and in 1875 was

elected president of the South Pass Jetty Company and thus served until the improvement

was completed, giving a full navigable depth from the mouth of the Mississippi

to the port of New Orleans for the largest sea-going vessels. From 1875 until

1890 he was the president of the St. Louis Bridge Company, his work in that

connection proving of the utmost benefit to the city at large. Indeed his

labors in many directions have been a potent element in advancing the

commercial upbuilding and consequent prosperity and improvement of St. Louis.

In 1882 he was elected to the directorate of the Third National Bank, one of

the strongest moneyed institutions of St. Louis. He was also identified as a

director with the Laclede National Bank, the Merchants-Laclede National Bank,

the North Missouri Railroad Company, the St. Louis, Kansas City & Northern

Railroad Company, the Wabash & Western Railroad Company, the Ohio &

Mississippi Railroad Company, the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railroad

Company, and in 1888 was chosen chief executive officer of the Municipal Light

& Power Company. In 1895 Mr. Walsh was elected vice president of the St.

Louis Terminal Railroad Association, and the following year was chosen to the

presidency of an organization controlling the terminal privileges of twenty-two

lines of railroad centering at St. Louis and later became chairman of the board

of directors, which position he now retains. During his term of office as

president, he brought about the unification of the terminal situation at St.

Louis. In 1890 he organized the Mississippi Valley Trust Company, which grew

and prospered under his directing hand until it is now one of the strongest

institutions of its kind in the west. He was first president of the Trust

Company, which office he occupied until January, 1906, when he resigned to

become chairman of the board of directors, of which position he is the present

incumbent. He is also president of the Mississippi Glass Company and vice

president of the Union Electric Light & Power Company, and a member of the

board of commissioners of Tower Grove Park. Mr. Walsh was one of the directors

of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition Company, and acted as a member of the

committee on agriculture, and as chairman of the committee on transportation.

Various other corporations have felt the stimulus of his cooperation and the

benefit of his wise counsel and discriminative judgment. The power he has

displayed in bringing into harmonious working order varied and complex

interests, his inflexible adherence to a high standard of commercial ethics and

his thorough understanding of a business situation, its uses and abuses, have

gained him recognition as one of America’s most capable and honored financiers.






Those who know Mr. Walsh in the

business life find him alert, energetic, decisive, calling into action without

delay all of the qualities of a resourceful nature, and yet few men in business

life display as much consideration for the courtesies and amenities which go

far toward establishing just, equitable and pleasant relations between man and

his fellowmen. He has served as vice president of the Mercantile Library

Association and as president of the St. Louis Association of the Columbia (New

York) University Alumni. He is a member of the St. Louis, University, Kinloch,

Noonday and Country Clubs of St. Louis and the Union Club of New York. A happy

married life had its beginning on the 11th of January, 1870, when Miss Josie

Dickson, a daughter of the late Charles K. Dickson, of St. Louis, became his

wife. Of the union the following children were born, all of whom are living: C.

K. Dickson, Julius S. Jr., Robert A. B. and N. S. Chouteau Walsh; Isabelle,

wife of Charles L. Palms; Ellen Humphreys, wife of William Maffitt; and Mary

Josephine, wife of Captain John S. Bates. 




 




Edwards, B.F.




 




LARGE percentage of the

successful business and professional men of St. Louis are numbered among her

native sons, for the growth of the city, with its expanding possibilities and

opportunities, has afforded scope for the labors and ambitions of those who

have grown to manhood here. Benjamin Franklin Edwards is numbered among the

distinguished representatives of financial interests in St. Louis, being

president of the National Bank of Commerce, an institution second in size to

none in the west. He was born in St. Louis, December 31, 1859, a son of General

Albert Gallatin and Mary Ewing (Jenckes) Edwards. The father was for twenty-two

years United States assistant treasurer at St. Louis and his appointment, it is

believed, was the last made by Abraham Lincoln. He was the son of Ninian

Edwards, governor of the then territory of Illinois, in whose honor the

thriving town of Edwardsville, Illinois, is named. The death of General Edwards

occurred in April, 1892. 




Benjamin F. Edwards was graduated

from the high school at Kirkwood, Missouri, in 1875, and at the age of sixteen

years entered the St. Louis National Bank, making his initial step in banking

circles on the 31st of December of that year as messenger boy. When asked why

he took this step the apt and terse answer came, “Because I needed the money.”

It was not a very lucrative position but he ably discharged its duties and

gained experience that fitted him for more important service. Promotion

followed and for four years he remained in the St. Louis National Bank,

severing his connections therewith in January, 1880, to become assistant

correspondent clerk in the Bank of Commerce. He continued as a representative

of its financial interests until 1887, when he joined his father, General

Edwards, in organizing a stock and bond brokerage business under the firm style

of A. G. Edwards & Son. This has become one of the leading concerns of the

kind in the United States, the nature and extent of the business placing the

enterprise second to few of the kind in the entire country. The business was

incorporated in 1894 as the A. G. Edwards & Son’s Brokerage Company and B.

F. Edwards still remains as one of the directors. Resuming active connections

with the National Bank of Commerce, he was elected assistant cashier in

January, 1892, and entered upon his duties with characteristic vigor and

determination. His influence was immediately felt in every department of the

bank and he inaugurated many new methods and reforms that were of lasting

benefit to the institution. The result of his labors was quickly reflected in

the bank’s statement of condition, wherein was shown a large increase in

deposits and resources. As a reward for his efficient services, in January,

1899, he was elected cashier. He thus continued until January, 1904, when he

was chosen vice president and director and in September, 1908, upon the death

of J. C. Van Blarcom, was chosen to succeed him in the presidency. In his

business dealings Mr. Edwards never practices evasion but is direct and

outspoken. If he refuses to grant a requested favor he does so with tact and a

kindliness that is characteristic of the man. His winning personality, coupled

with his conscientious desire to do exactly what is just, has won him a host of

friends among the patrons of the bank and gained him the loyal regard of his

employees. One of the latter voiced the sentiments of the entire force when he

said: “If it had been possible to elect a president of the bank by the employees

instead of by the directors, Mr. Edwards would have received the office

unanimously on the first ballot.’ Aside from his banking position he is vice

president of the Hamilton Investment Company and has many and varied business

interests. Alert and enterprising, his progressiveness has been tempered by a

safe conservatism and in his entire career there have been no false nor untried

standards. However, he recognizes with almost intuitive perception the

possibilities of any business situation and the results that can be achieved

through the coordination of forces. The Commerce Monthly, in commenting on the

career of Mr. Edwards, said: “To determination, persistency and clean living,

coupled with splendid administrative ability, Benjamin Franklin Edwards owes

his rise from a humble clerkship to the presidency of the biggest bank west of

the Mississippi river—the National Bank of Commerce in St. Louis, which has

capital and surplus in excess of eighteen million dollars and total assets

approximating eighty million dollars. It is a position such as only a man of

strong character and great resourcefulness would care to assume. Upon his

wisdom, courage, experience and integrity largely depends the success of the

bank, with its millions of dollars in deposits, besides vitally influencing the

prosperity of great industries and shaping the destinies of numberless

individuals. The honors of the office are great, but so are the penalties ; A

man holding such a position of far-reaching power is almost set aside from his

fellowmen, to sit in calm, impartial judgment on the value of their pledges and

to accurately fathom their motives. He is in the center of a maelstrom of

troubles, problems and anxieties, all having a bearing for good or for evil on

the lives of his fellow citizens.” 




Mr. Edwards has been married

twice. On the 14th of March, 1888, he wedded Miss Isabel "Woods, by whom

he had three children: Benjamin Franklin, Jr., and Archibald, both of whom are

deceased; and Albert Gallatin. On the 8th of January, 1901, he was again

married, his second union being with Flora G. Woods, by whom he has three

children: Mary Rebecca, Presley William and Nancy. Among his life interests

home and family are always placed first and the guiding principle of his life

has been found in his motto, “Home, clean living and hard work.” 




In his political view’s Mr.

Edwards is a republican and in religious faith a Presbyterian. He has always

been an active worker in the church and his charities are many and

unostentatious. He belongs to the Bank Clerks Association, to the St. Louis

Amateur Athletic Association and the social side of his nature finds further

expression in his membership in the St. Louis, Noonday, Field, Glen Echo,

Mercantile and Country Clubs. His is a beautiful home at No. 10 Kingsbury

boulevard and is the center of a cultured society circle. Public-spirited, his

habits of quick and correct decision enable him to readily value any plan for

the benefit of St. Louis and any feasible project receives his warm endorsement

and generous support. He stands today as one of the foremost citizens of St.

Louis by reason of his long residence here, by reason of his active, honorable

and successful connection with its financial interests and by reason of the

helpful part which he has taken in promoting those plans and measures that have

been of direct benefit to the city. 




 




Judson, Frederick Newton




 




F REDERICK NEWTON JUDSON has

gained distinction as a member of the St. Louis bar, but has never concentrated

his attention upon his profession to the exclusion of other interests which are

of vital moment to the individual and to the nation. On the contrary, he has kept

abreast with the thinking men of the age, and from the lecture platform has

enunciated principles and beliefs of wide interest, arriving at his conclusions

as a result of what may be called his postgraduate studies in the school of

affairs. The clarity of his views and the effectiveness of his labors find

tangible evidence in the results which he has achieved in awakening public

interest in certain momentous or critical situations and also in the work that

he has done for municipal progress and advancement. 




Further analysis of his life

record brings forth the fact that his was an honorable and honored ancestry. He

is a lineal descendant of William Judson, one of the first settlers of

Stratford, Connecticut, where he located in 1634. Dr. F. J. Judson, his father,

was a respected and influential resident of Bridgeport, Connecticut, who did

effective work for mental progress as president of the board of education and

also president of the library board of that city. His death there occurred in

1862. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Catherine Chappelle, was a daughter

of Dr. Newton Chappelle, of St. Marys, Georgia. 




Frederick N. Judson, also a

native of St. Marys, was born October 7, 1845, and supplemented his preliminary

education by study in Yale College, in which he was matriculated in 1862. He

was awarded the Woolsey and Bristed scholarships and was graduated as

valedictorian of the class of 1866. The initial step in his professional career

was made as instructor of the classics at New Haven, Connecticut, and at

Nashville, Tennessee, and the hours not occupied with this work were devoted to

the mastery of legal principles, for he had determined upon the practice of law

as a life work. His preliminary reading secured him admission to the senior

class at Washington University, from which he was graduated in 1871, with the

degree of Bachelor of Law. 




Mr. Judson located for practice

in St. Louis, where he has since remained, winning distinction at a bar which

has numbered many able members. Advancement in the law is proverbially slow and

yet no dreary novitiate awaited him. His able handling of litigated interests

early entrusted to him gave proof of his comprehensive knowledge of the law and

of his ability in correctly applying the principles of jurisprudence to the

points at issue. For years he has had a large clientele, making his practice of

a most important character. He is now senior member of the law firm of Judson

& Green. As a lawyer he is sound, clear-minded and well trained. The

limitations which are imposed by the constitution on federal powers are well

understood by him. With the long line of decisions by which the constitution has

been expounded he is familiar, as are all thoroughly skilled lawyers, he is at

home in all departments of the law, from the minutiae in practice to the

greater topics wherein is involved the consideration of the ethics and the

philosophy of jurisprudence and the higher concerns of public policy. He has

been the lecturer on different topics in the St. Louis Law School and the

expositor of laws affecting specific classes and conditions. His authorship

includes the “Law and Practice of Taxation in Missouri,” published in 1900, and

“Power of Taxation, State and Federal, in the United States,” published in

1902, and “Interstate Commerce and Its Federal Regulation.” 




Mr. Judson, however, is not

learned in the law alone, for he has studied long and carefully the subjects

that are to the statesman and to the main of affairs of the greatest

import,—the questions of finance, political economy, sociology,—and has through

clear and logical utterance presented his views from the lecture platform,

being many times called upon to address public gatherings. In 1887 he addressed

the Commercial Club of St. Louis upon the subject, “What Shall the State

Teach?” the following year spoke before the Missouri Bar Association on “The

Rights of Minority Stockholders in Missouri,” in 1890 he presented to the

Commercial Club of St. Louis “The Relation of the State to Private Business

Associations,” and in 1891 spoke before the American Bar Association upon “The

Liberty of Contract Under the Police Power.” His address on “Justice in

Taxation as a Remedy for Social Discontent” was given before the Round Table

Club of St. Louis in 1898, and in 1900 he addressed the American Economics

Association on the “Taxation of Quasi-Public Corporations.” The above list is

sufficient to indicate somewhat of the extent of his researches and

investigation. Few men delve so deeply to the root of the matter, and his summary

of a situation is always clear, concise, logical and convincing. He was

chairman of the national conference on taxation in 1901 and delivered an

address upon the “Taxation of Mortgages.” He also delivered an address at the

quarto-centennial of the University of Colorado in 1902 on the “Quarter

Centennial in American Jurisprudence.” 




Mr. Judson has always declined

candidacy for public office and, while sympathizing with the historic

traditions of the democratic party, has been independent in political action,

deeming that political parties are only agencies for the public good. He has

always been active as a citizen in the discussion of public questions. He is in

favor of a stable currency and sound financial system, opposing the silver

movement in the campaign of 1896, and was delegate from the Merchants’ Exchange

of St. Louis to the historic monetary conferences at Indianapolis. 




He was president of the American

Association of Political Science in 1907 and delivered the annual address upon

the subject, “The Future of Representative Government.” He is the author of a

review the labor decisions of Judge William H. Taft, published in the Review of

Reviews of August, 1907, which’ attracted wide attention. The same year he was

chairman of the honorary (unpaid) state tax commission appointed by Governor

Joseph W. Folk. He was special counsel of the United States in 1905 in the

investigation of the Santa Fe and the Colorado Fuel & Iron Company rebate

charges, associated with Hon. Judson Harmon, of Ohio. He has been chairman of

the alumni advisory board of Yale University since its inauguration in 1906. He

received the honorary degree of LL. D. from Missouri State University in 1906

and from his alma mater—Yale—in 1907. While deeply interested in the concerns of

national policy and progress, he is equally loyal to the city of his residence,

and his efforts in its behalf have been far-reaching and helpful. Early in his

professional career he served as private secretary to Governor B. Gratz Brown

and gained therein a clear insight into the possibilities of development for

the interests of municipalities and the commonwealth. Unlike many men who have

gained distinction in certain lines, he has never regarded the interests of his

home community as too inessential to claim his attention. On the contrary, his

cooperation has been a factor in the city’s progress. From 1878 until 1882 and

again from 1887 until 1889 he was a member of the school board of St. Louis and

served as its president from 1880 until 1882 and again during the last two

years of his connection with the board. His deep interest in the advancement

and orderly progression of his city and state has been manifest and his labors

in securing legislation productive of beneficial results. He was the author of

the law of 1879 making the school lands of St. Louis the basis of a permanent

school fund, and of the act of 1887 under which the city school board was

reorganized. He was a member of the Citizens’ Non-partisan committee which in

1895 procured the passage of the election law of St. Louis. He was also

chairman of the Bar Association committee which in 1895 drafted the law

reorganizing the St. Louis judiciary, and was chairman of the civic federation

committee which drafted the law of 1897, reorganizing the public school system

of St. Louis. 




Mr. Judson was married in 1872 to

Miss Jennie W. Eakin, of Nashville, Tennessee, and they have one daughter, now

the wife of Governor Calhoun, the district superintendent of the American

Telegraph & Telephone Company in St. Louis. His religious nature finds

expression in his affiliation with the Episcopal church and along more

specifically social lines he is connected with the Yale Alumni Association of

St. Louis, of which he has been president, and with the University of St.

Louis, the Noonday and the Country Clubs. His life has been so varied in its

activity, so honorable in its purposes, so far-reaching and beneficial in its

effects that it has become an integral part of the history of St. Louis and has

also left its impress upon the annals of the state. 




 




Desloge, Firmin




 




Firmin Desloge, possessing the

power to control, to assimilate and to shape into unity the varied forces which

go to make up a successful business enterprise stands today prominent among the

business men of St. Louis as vice president, general manager and treasurer of

the Desloge Consolidated Lead Company. This company in its mining interests is

operating at the town of Desloge, Missouri, with general offices at St. Louis.

Mr. Desloge, who is the moving spirit in the enterprise, was born in Potosi,

Washington county, this state, in 1843. 




His father, Firmin Desloge, was

born in Nantes, France, and in 1825 came to America, settling at Ste.

Genevieve, Missouri, whence he afterward removed to Potosi. He became a

prominent and influential spirit there, engaged in general merchandising and

passed away in 1856. His wife, Mrs. Cynthia (Mcllvaine) Desloge, was a native

of Missouri and a representative of an old Kentucky family, tracing her

ancestry to the Hoards of that state and to the Mcllvaines, who were also

prominent there. Representatives of these families are still found in Kentucky.

Mrs. Desloge, surviving her husband for about six years, passed away in 1862. 




Firmin Desloge acquired his

education in the St. Louis University, in the Edward Wyman school and in Bryant

& Stratton College, pursuing a commercial course, which he completed when

about twenty years of age. He made his entrance into the business world as a

clerk in St. Louis, where he continued for two years. On the expiration of that

period he became connected with the development of the mineral resources of the

state in the lead district of Potosi, taking up the actual work of the mines in

order to thoroughly acquaint himself with the business in every department. His

father had been the owner of lead property there and, taking charge of the

business, Firmin Desloge so continued until 1873. He then went to St. Francois

county in search of a larger field of operation, having been quite successful in

his efforts in the vicinity of Potosi. In St. Francois county he organized what

was known as the Desloge Lead Company and opened mines adjoining the St. Joseph

Lead, establishing works and developing and operating the property until 1886.

This was an extensive mining enterprise and the business was successfully

conducted until the concentrating plant was destroyed by fire. This caused him

to make arrangements to cooperate with the St. Joseph Lead Company, which he

did upon terms that were very advantageous. Later, with business associates, he

acquired and developed what is now known as the mines of the Desloge

Consolidated Lead Company, this company taking over the properties of the St.

Francois Lead Mining Company, and the Mina A. Joe lead mine. These properties

were developed under the management of Mr. Desloge, who had constantly enlarged

and extended his operations and now has a mammoth plant. He is acquiring new

territory all the time and making new improvements. The company mines,

concentrates, smelts and sells pig lead. The Mississippi River & Bonna

Terra Railroad has been extended through this property and the town of Desloge

was established and incorporated in 1890. Something of the growth of the

business of the Desloge Consolidated Lead Company is indicated by the fact that

employment is now furnished to five hundred men, although at the beginning

there were only enough men to work a single shaft. Lewis Fusz is president of

the company, with Mr. Desloge as the vice president, general manager and treasurer.

He is also a director of the St. Joseph Lead Company. 




In 1877 occurred the marriage of

Mr. Desloge and Miss Lydia Davis, of Lexington, Missouri. They have two sons:

Firmin, who was born in Desloge in 1878 and is now superintendent of the mines;

Joseph, who was born January 27, 1888, and is attending the St. Louis

University. The parents are communicants of the Catholic Cathedral and Mr.

Desloge is a member of the Mercantile Club and the Merchants Exchange. He votes

with the republican party, manifesting a citizen’s interest in politics. The

only office he has ever filled was that of treasurer of Washington county,

Missouri, from 1866 until 1868. He has always preferred to concentrate his time

and energies upon his business, keeping in close touch with all the details and

so coordinating his forces as to produce the strongest possible results. His

discriminative power enables him to determine with accuracy the value of any

situation or possibility and to bring into a unified force the various departments

and complex interests of the business. His life record stands as an

exemplification of the fact that success is not a matter of genius, as held by

some, but the outcome of clear judgment, experience and intelligently directed

effort. 




 




Praetorius, Emil, L.L.D.




 




There is perhaps no resident of

St. Louis, aside from one or two notable exceptions, who have figured so

prominently in national political circles and who have so largely influenced

public thought and opinion or more directly affected the national policy than Dr.

Emil Praetorius. On the pages of American history there have been emblazoned

the names of a few men of foreign birth who have become factors in the life of

the republic because of a love of liberty and a desire for freedom of speech

and conscience denied them under monarchical rule in their own country. Denied

those privileges which he regarded as the inherent right of every individual,

Dr. Praetorius felt that our republican government largely approached the

ideal, but when he believed that in the heat and passion of war grave mistakes

were being made that threatened to encroach upon the very basic principles of

republican government, he used his voice, his influence and his superior powers

to hold the ship of state to a steady course that it should not be wrecked upon

the rocks of ultra and bitter partisanship. At one time a partner of Carl

Schurz, his opinions were sought and respected by such eminent statesmen and

political leaders as Charles Francis Adams, Lyman Trumbull, Stanley Matthews,

J. B. Stollo, Murat Halstead, Horace Greeley and other eminent republicans. 




Dr. Praetorius was born in Alzey,

Rhein-Hessen, Germany, in 1827, and pursued his education at Mayence and

Darmstadt. Parental ambition desired that he should become a member of the bar,

and with the intention of ultimately practicing law he entered and took degrees

both at Giessen and the University of Heidelberg. He early displayed the

elemental strength of his character, and even in his college days gave evidence

of the clear, logical mind which ever dominated his expression upon matters of

vital import. At that time, too, he was recognized as a forceful and persuasive

speaker and keenly alive to the questions of government and, with decided views

concerning the rights of the individual and of the ruling powers, he took up

arms against the monarchy in 1848, joining the revolutionary party which sought

larger tolerance, but which in its military contests met defeat. 




The course of the revolutionists

was deemed traitorous by the monarchy and, forced to flee from the fatherland,

Dr. Praetorius became a resident of the United States in 1853. He established

his home in St. Louis, but -without a knowledge of the English language he

found himself unable to follow the profession for which he had qualified. He

then turned his attention to commercial pursuits, but -while thus engaged was

closely studying the problems that confronted the American government and in

1860 fearlessly advocated the election of Abraham Lincoln and the adoption of

the newly organized republican party. His gifts of oratory were now employed on

the public platform in the clear, logical and forceful presentation of the

principles for which the party stood. He had little ambition for himself in

political lines, yet in 1862 was elected to the Missouri legislature as an

emancipationist. His opinions carried weight in the councils of his party, in

shaping its policies and directing its legislation, but while he was strongly

opposed to the system of human slavery' and advocated abolition as a war

measure and also from the humanitarian standpoint, he had no sympathy with the

radical ideals of negro equality in the social sphere. He also opposed the

proscriptive course of many of the republican leaders, regarding the

disfranchisement of political opponents not actually engaged in rebellion or on

the ground of supposed sympathy with the southern cause. He belonged to the

little band of far-sighted men whose judicial spirit caused them to recognize

the injustice of methods employed by the radical partisans in the

administration of an inquisitorial test oath and a system of registration

applied to voters excluding a large part of the citizenship of the state. In

his capacity as editor of the Westliche Post, one of the most

influential German republican newspapers of the west, early in 1864 he exerted

every power possible and used every argument to secure the adoption of a course

that would be fair and equitable to all concerned and would continue to uphold

the high ideals of republican government. For a time he was associated in

publication of the paper with the Hon. Carl Schurz, and it was the Westliche

Post which organized the liberal republican party that nominated and

elected the Hon. B. Gratz Brown as governor and in 1872 sought to nationalize

the movement. Although the party failed to elect its presidential candidate in

that year it performed a most commendable work in checking the course of

radical republicans and securing the adoption of more conservative measures by

the regular republican party. The policy of the Post as set forth by Dr. Praetorius

and his eminent associate received the endorsement of many distinguished men

who were factors in molding public opinion at that time. 




Even after the war and the

reconstruction period had passed Dr. Praetorius continued at the head of the

paper and its influence never waned. He possessed a statesman’s grasp of

affairs and his discussion of all momentous public performances was so fair and

impartial and based upon such common sense that it received the endorsement of

all loyal American men of unbiased judgment. He continued in active connection

with the Westliche Post as editor-in-chief and was also president of the

German-American Press Association up to the time of his death, which occurred

November 19, 1905. 




Dr. Praetorius had two children:

Mrs. G. Riechhoff and Edward L. Praetorius. Those who knew him in the relations

of the home and of friendship found him a most congenial companion with whom

association meant expansion, elevation and progress. He was a notable example

of the fact that frequently the highest ideals of American patriotism and

loyalty have been exemplified in men of foreign birth -who have studied the

systems of government abroad as well as in this land and who recognize the possibilities

of mistake and error as well as the opportunities for progress, laboring as

earnestly to prevent the one as to secure the other. He stands today in the

American mind as the highest type of American manhood and chivalry. 




 




Houser, Daniel M.




 




Daniel M. Houser needs no

introduction to St. Louis’ citizens, so closely has he been identified with the

interests of the city leading to its substantial improvement, to its municipal

development and to its adornment. Moreover, he is one of the best known figures

in the middle west in connection with journalism and through the period of his

long career there has been brought about the evolution of the newspaper to its

present high standard—a work in which Daniel M. Houser has been a most active

and helpful participant. For fifty-seven years he has been associated with the

paper now published by the Globe Printing Company, of which he is the

president. 




A son of Elias and Eliza Houser,

he was born in Washington county, Maryland, December 23, 1834, and was a youth

in his fifth year at the time of his parents’ removal to Clark county,

Missouri, whence they came to St Louis in 1846. He had no educational

advantages other than those afforded by the public schools and the year 1851,

when he was sixteen years of age, saw him facing the problems of the business

world with a career of success or failure before him, as he should make it. His

first service was in a humble capacity in the workrooms of the Union, a

newspaper which was merged into the Missouri Democrat upon its purchase by the

firm of Hill & McKee. The history of its evolution is contained elsewhere

in this volume. It is inseparably interwoven with the annals of St. Louis and

its record omitted from history’s pages would leave but a garbled version of

growth and development here. Marshall Field, master of finance and merchant

prince, gave this advice to young men: “Try always to be ahead of your position

and increase your efficiency.” Although the words were not uttered at the time

of Mr. Houser’s early connection with the Globe-Democrat, the spirit was his in

his embryonic business career. He won his promotions and they signified a

recognition of his general worthiness and specific business ability. He had

been with the paper but a few years when he became bookkeeper and afterward

general business manager. About the time he attained his majority Francis P.

Blair purchased, the interest of the senior partner in the Democrat and

following his retirement from connection with the paper Daniel M. Houser

acquired a pecuniary interest. At that day even the most progressive newspaper

had but a comparatively small equipment, its presses and other office

accessories being of the most crude character as compared with those of the

present day. Mr. Houser has stood in the position of leadership in the west in

the advance which has practically revolutionized the newspaper business until

the journal of today is in touch with every section of the globe and presents

every subject, as news items or in discussion, that is of any interest to

classes or to the general public. While the paper has kept abreast with the

times in its search for matters of presentation through its columns, the work

of the office has been carried on in the most systematic manner, every detail

carefully watched with no lose of time or labor, so that maximum results are

obtained by minimum effort,—which is the secret of all real success. 




Mr. Houser succeeded to the

presidency of the Globe Printing Company upon the death of his predecessor, Mr.

McKee. He was for many years a director of the Western Associated Press and

shared with Richard Smith, W. N. Haldeman, Murat Halstead, Joseph Medill and

other -well known newspaper men in planning the operation that has resulted in

giving to the public the journal of today, which is a combination of the

magazine and the newspaper. There is no work, movement or measure of vital

interest to the city which does not elicit the attention of Mr. Houser and all

such which his judgment endorses as beneficial or progressive receive his

personal cooperation as well as his journalistic support. It was therefore to

be expected that he would be among the first to father the interests of St.

Louis in connection with an exposition project and became one of the

incorporators and original directors of the St. Louis Exposition. In the latter

part of November, 1897, having declined to serve longer on the directorate of

the St. Louis Exposition and Music Hall Association, the general manager was

requested by the board to express to Mr. Houser their great regret at his

decision, and in doing so F. Gilennie said: “Your unselfish and disinterested

work in behalf of the Exposition for fifteen years attests your loyalty to it

and your public spirit in everything that has the interest of St. Louis at

heart. Your unanimous nomination by the board would have been ratified by the

stockholders at the election. Your uniform, courteous and considerate manner

will long be remembered, and the good wishes of all will follow you for your

future welfare.” Mt. Houser served as one of the directors of the Louisiana

Purchase Exposition, of which he was one of the chief promoters and contributed

in substantial measure to the success of that great fair. 




In 1862 occurred the marriage of

D. M. Houser and Miss Margaret Ingram, of St. Louis, and the family numbered

two sons and a daughter, the former being associated with the business

department of the Globe-Democrat. Mrs. Houser died in February, 1880, and nine

years later Mr. Houser was married to Miss Agnes Barlow, daughter of Stephen D.

Barlow, deceased, by whom he has three children. 




Entirely free from ostentation,

there is neither about him the least shadow of mock modesty. He is a gentleman

of fine address and thorough culture, whose citizenship has been a synonym for

patriotism and whose business career has been characterized no less for the

integrity of its methods than for its progressiveness and its success. Today he

is not more honored on account of the enviable position which he occupies in

journalistic circles than on account of the many kindly deeds of his life,

which have ever been quietly and unostentatiously performed. 




 




Fordyce, Samuel Wesley




 




It has been given to some men to

figure largely in the upbuilding of a great nation. When the final word is written

due recognition must inevitably be accorded to those men who, with big brain,

big heart and sturdy courage, led the way in railroad building into the

outposts of the far west and the imperial southwest and opened up a vast domain

to the people, enlarging the opportunities for the home-seeker and touching, in

an ever widening circle, the activities of men of all professions, trades and

callings. These men, the pioneers upon whom fell the brunt of initiating great

enterprises in untried fields and who were truly representative of the American

spirit of enterprise and successful achievement, have largely passed away. 




Of the survivors is Samuel Wesley

Fordyce, of St. Louis, Missouri. Born in Guernsey county, Ohio, February 7,

1840, the son of John Fordyce and Mary Ann Houseman, both of Pennsylvania,

Samuel Wesley Fordyce inherited the strong qualities of the Scotch and the

Dutch, his paternal grandfather, John, emigrating to western Pennsylvania from

Scotland, shortly before the war of the Revolution, while his maternal

grandfather emigrated from Holland to the same section soon after. The family

included ten children, of whom three survive, the others being J. B. Fordyce,

of Hot Springs, Arkansas; and Dr. John A. Fordyce, the noted specialist, of New

York city. 




Like many of the men who later

became prominent in the larger affairs of the nation, Samuel Wesley Fordyce

secured his earlier education in the common schools of his native county.

Subsequently he attended what was then known as Madison College, at Uniontown,

Pennsylvania, and later he studied at the North Illinois University at Henry,

Illinois. Thus equipped with a better education than was the lot of the

ordinary boy of that period, he returned home and at the age of twenty began

his career as a station agent on the Central Ohio Railroad, now a part of the

Baltimore & Ohio system. The following year found him enlisting as a

private in the First Ohio Volunteer Cavalry and his record in the Civil war,

like that of his subsequent career, is one of distinguished service. Enlisting

as a private he was soon chosen second lieutenant and later promoted to a first

lieutenancy of Company B, First Ohio Volunteers. In 1863 he was again honored

by promotion to a captaincy in command of Company H and a few months later was

made assistant inspector general of cavalry in the Army of the Cumberland and

assigned to the Second Cavalry Division under the command of General George

Crook. He went through the battles of Murfreesboro and Chickamauga under

Rosecrans and the battles of Shiloh and Perryville, Kentucky, under Buell, and

many minor engagements. That he was in the thick of the fight is evidenced by

the fact that he was three times wounded and three times captured by the enemy,

though he never served a day’s imprisonment, having the good fortune to be

recaptured twice and escaping once. 




At the close of the war in which

he had acquitted himself with such credit, Mr. Fordyce located at Huntsville,

Alabama, and established the banking house of Fordyce & Rison, taking a leading

part in the development of northern Alabama and acting as president of the

first Agricultural Fair and Mechanical Association at Huntsville, while he

assisted in financing the North & South Alabama Railway from Decatur to

Montgomery, Alabama, now a part of the Louisville & Nashville system. The

banking house established by Mr. Fordyce over forty years ago is still in

successful operation, the business now being conducted by A. L. Rison, son of

Mr. Fordyce’s partner, under the name of the W. R. Rison Banking Company. His

health having temporarily failed, Mr. Fordyce moved to Arkansas in January,

1876, and located in the mountains near Hot Springs. The value of the place as

a health resort at once aroused his interest and it may be safely asserted that

the development of the city of Hot Springs owes more to the initiative of

Samuel W. Fordyce than to any other individual or influence. 




Through his efforts a bill was

passed in the United States congress quieting title to four sections of land

which had been in dispute for sixty years, while he was responsible for the

introduction by General John A. Logan, then United States senator, of the bill

for the erection of the finely equipped Army and Navy Hospital now in operation

on the government reservation at Hot Springs. In addition to his efforts in

exploiting the section Mr. Fordyce aided in financing the leading hotels, opera

house, water, gas and electric light works, street railroad system and other

public enterprises and also financed and had constructed the first cotton

compress at Dallas and at Denison, Texas. 




Though such an active factor in

advancing the welfare of Arkansas, Mr. Fordyce found opportunity to broaden his

operations and soon became identified with the building and operation of a

great network of railroads in the south and southwest. The number of important

enterprises which claimed his attention is a significant index to the ability

and forceful character of the man. The greater part of the St. Louis

Southwestern Railway Company was built under the management of Mr. Fordyce and

for sixteen years he resolutely maintained and developed the property in the

face of repeated setbacks, steadily overcoming each obstacle with the sturdy

courage of his Scotch ancestors. Some idea of his labors in this connection may

be gained from a recapitulation of his services; vice president and treasurer

of the Texas & St. Louis Railway for the three years ending April, 1885;

receiver, April, 1885-May, 1886; president of the same road reorganized under the

name of the St. Louis, Arkansas & Texas Railway, from 1886 to 1889;

receiver, 1889-1890, president, under the new title of the St. Louis

Southwestern Railway Company, from 1890 to 1898. 




His services were recognized by

his appointment as receiver of the Kansas City, Pittsburg & Gulf Railway in

1899, and in 1900 he became president of the road under its reorganized title

of the Kansas City Southern Railway. Following this Mr. Fordyce built in 1900

and 1901 the Little Rock, Hot Springs & Western Railway, subsequently

aiding in the building and financing of the St. Louis Valley line, now a part

of the Missouri Pacific system. His other activities included co-operation in

the building and financing of lines now operated by the St. Louis and San

Francisco system, also the Missouri, Oklahoma & Gulf Railroad, the

Illinois, Indiana & Minnesota Railroad, the Apalachicola & Northern in

Florida, the St. Louis, Guthrie & El Reno Railroad in Oklahoma, the St.

Louis, Brownsville & Mexico in Texas, besides being one of the underwriters

of the Fort Worth & Denver, now a part of the Colorado Southern system. In

all it is estimated that this one man has built, financed and helped to finance

at least ten thousand miles of railway. 




Apart from the remarkable work

accomplished by Samuel W. Fordyce in developing the transportation interests of

the nation, he is identified in a large way with various other important

enterprises. He is a director and one of the organizers of the St. Louis Union

Trust Company, a director of the Laclede Light & Power Company, of St.

Louis, and the Jefferson Hotel Company, of St. Louis, vice president of the

Arlington and New York Hotel Companies, of Hot Springs, Arkansas, president of

the Hot Springs (Ark.) Water, Gas and Electric Light Companies, and of the Hot

Springs Electric Street Railway Company, director of the Illinois, Indiana

& Minnesota Railroad, the Apalachicola & Northern, the Kansas City

Southern, the Little Rock & Hot Springs Western, chairman of the executive

committee of the St. Louis, Brownsville & Mexico and director in the

American Rio Grande Land & Irrigation Company, of Texas, the largest

irrigating canal system in the United States. He is a member of the University

and Noonday Clubs of St. Louis, and is the president of the Houston Oil

Company, of Texas, which is one of the largest timber and oil companies in

America. He is a past commander of the Missouri Commandery of the Loyal Legion

of America. His abilities as an executive were so generally recognized by his

associates that while president of the St. Louis Southwestern, Mr. Fordyce was

chosen by the unanimous vote of all the lines comprised in the Southwestern

Traffic Association as chairman of its executive board. This association represented

practically the entire movement of traffic from the Atlantic seaboard to all

points west of the Mississippi, to California and old Mexico, and so wisely did

Mr. Fordyce discharge the duties of the important office that, on his

retirement in 1898, he was presented with a set of resolutions, engrossed on

parchment, approving the uniform fairness of his rulings. 




This confidence was not confined

to his associates alone but was shared by his subordinates and employees, as is

evidenced by the fact that, while strikes prevailed on nearly all other

railroads, the men under Mr. Fordyce relied on him to protect their rights and

never once found occasion for striking. 




With all his activities in other

lines, Mr. Fordyce yet found time for playing an important part in the

political affairs of the nation. In the reconstruction period following the

Civil war Mr. Fordyce was active as a democrat, acting as delegate to the

various conventions in Alabama, also as a member of the state committee in

1874, when, for the first time since the war, the entire democratic ticket was

elected. 




On removing to Arkansas he again

became prominent politically, acting as delegate to the state gubernatorial

convention of 1880, also as delegate to the state judicial convention of 1884,

member of the democratic national committee of Arkansas from 1884 to 1888,

delegate to the national democratic convention of 1884, member of the committee

to notify Cleveland and Hendricks of their nomination as president and vice

president of the United States, delegate at large to the national democratic

convention of 1892 and chairman of the committee on permanent organization. He

declined to go as delegate to the national democratic convention of 1896, and

calling a meeting of the sound-money democrats at Little Rock, headed a

delegation to the Indianapolis gold standard convention and was a member of the

platform committee. Though often solicited to become a candidate for both the

governorship and United States senatorship of the state, Mr. Fordyce has always

declined political honors, preferring to give his energies to the development

of the great enterprises with which his life is identified. 




His unflinching integrity and

loyalty is recognized by the leaders of both the great national parties, and,

though a democrat, he has been signally honored by those of the republican

faith as well. Because of his wide knowledge of conditions, Mr. Fordyce’s

advice was sought by President Hayes as to the selection of a member of the

cabinet who should be acceptable to the southern people. Mr. Fordyce

recommended John Hancock, then a member of congress from Texas, who, when the

honor was offered him, declined, to his subsequent regret. Later Mr. Fordyce

was again approached with a similar request on behalf of the cabinet of

President Harrison, and in connection with others General John W. Noble was

recommended by Mr. Fordyce and was duly chosen secretary of the interior. Mr.

Fordyce also enjoyed the confidence and personal friendship of President

McKinley, who sought his advice frequently in the matter of appointments in the

southwest. 




Mr. Fordyce married May 1, 1866,

Susan E. Chadick, daughter of Rev. William D. Chadick, of Huntsville, Alabama.

Of his two daughters and three sons four survive: Jane, wife of Major D. S.

Stanley, of the quartermaster general’s department, United States Army; John,

president of the Thomas-Fordyce Manufacturing Company of Little Rock, Arkansas;

William C., vice president of the Commonwealth Trust Company of St. Louis,

Missouri; and S. W., Jr., who is now practicing law in St. Louis, Missouri. 




Samuel Wesley Fordyce, whether as

soldier, financier, railroad builder, executive or trusted counselor of

statesmen, political leaders and workingmen, has been privileged to play an

important part in the history of his time, and the influence of the great work

accomplished by him in the development of the resources of the south and

southwest will grow and expand with the years and insure him a place for all

time among the distinguished men of achievement of the nation. 




 




Huttig, C. H.




 




C. H. Huttig, president of the

Third National Bank, has made history fast for himself and for those interests

with which his personality and activities have been connected during the period

of his residence in St. Louis. He is a man of forceful character, strong and determined,

accomplishing what he undertakes and displaying at all times the keenest

insight into business situations and their possibilities. Coming to St. Louis

unknown in 1885, but with the intellectual resourcefulness and spirit of energy

which have won him name and fame, he has left his impress upon the business of

the city in a manner that has proved remarkably substantial in effect. 




After graduating from the high

school of Muscatine, Iowa, Mr. Huttig made his initial step in the business

world as a bookkeeper for Cooke, Musser & Company, a prominent banking firm

of Muscatine. He was then sixteen years of age. His business genius pushed him

ahead and after successive promotions he became at the end of three years a

stockholder in the firm of Huttig Brothers Manufacturing Company. His executive

qualities were soon manifested here and made him assistant manager of the

concern. Thus was his early training received in Muscatine, and in the exercise

of his abilities they were strengthened and grew. 




On the 1st of December, 1885, Mr.

Huttig came to St. Louis. He was unknown to the local business world, his only

recommendation being the brief business history he had made in Muscatine. There

were many such men. Recommendations were plentiful. Was Mr. Huttig different

from other young men and could he meet the demands of those trained and

experienced in business? This was the question which he faced. St. Louis,

however, was not slow in becoming acquainted with the fact that his energy and

determination would soon carry him ahead of many of his fellows. Business men

recognized the fact that he possessed much of the initiative spirit and was

quick to note and improve an opportunity. Soon after his arrival in the city he

organized the Huttig Sash & Door Company, of which he became the president

and general manager. This company began business with a capital stock of forty

thousand dollars, all paid up. Mr. Huttig’s business management of the

establishment was so shrewd and the enterprise met with such immediate success

that within a short time the capital and surplus amounted to two hundred

thousand dollars. Twelve years after his arrival in the city, early in 1897, he

entered actively and officially into the banking interests of the city, being

elected to the presidency of the Third National Bank. The record which Mr.

Huttig has thus made is equaled by few men who occupy distinctive positions in

business circles and are distinguished representatives of St. Louis commercial

history. As head of the bank he is largely giving his time and attention to

constructive efforts and administrative direction and the institution is

deriving therefrom substantial benefits. Under his management the deposits of

the bank grew from four million dollars to thirty-four millions—without consolidating

with or purchasing any other bank. 




While financial and business

affairs make heavy claims upon the time and energies of Mr. Huttig, he also

finds opportunity to devote to civic interests of the city and gives the weight

of his influence and his effort to secure honest men and honest methods in

politics. Although he has never been a politician in the sense of seeking

office for himself, he was a member of the St. Louis school board from 1891

until 1896, or for a period of four and a half years, during which time he

served for two years as chairman of its most important committee, that of ways

and means. At the division of the democratic party on the money question in

1896, he recognized the gold standard and the tremendous vote of public

approval certainly proved the judgment of his knowledge on that important

financial proposition. He has made no mistakes in his devotion, thought or

energy that has given him a name in the history of the progress of St. Louis.

He has given the best that is in him to anything and everything that he has

undertaken. Much of his success is due to his recognition of opportunity and

his tact in accepting it; that he is equal to any emergency that comes his way

and possesses, moreover, business genius enough to meet competition and obtain

his share of the public patronage. He knows when and how to follow the lines of

least resistance in action and in thought and therefore accomplishes results

where others fail. His acquaintance with financial matters, practical in theory

and in possibilities, has made for him a name of national repute and his record

is an honor to St. Louis as well as to himself. His work is a triumph of his

business generalship in these days when the business man is called upon to act

quick and think quicker. The story of how he became a part of the history of

successful St. Louis, how he advanced to his present place by energy,

overcoming all difficulties by his determination and enterprise, constitutes an

interesting chapter in the story of the prominent business men of the city.

Free from ostentation or display, his every move and word being a direct one,

he is a man pronouncedly individualistic, who is not led by impressions but by

fact—a man at once thoroughly representative of the American spirit, whose energy

and executive skill are an inspiration to those whose ambition seeks the higher

places in life. All of his work and his life have been an exemplification of

the fact that what the world demands of men today is not being merely capable,

but by doing the things of which they are capable. 




 




Fullerton, Samuel Holmes




 




The business record of Samuel

Holmes Fullerton is such as would be possible in no other country but America.

In a land unhampered by caste, class, tradition, custom or precedent he has

found the opportunities which, utilized, have led him into large undertakings

and responsibilities. Gradual advancement has brought him to his present

position as president of the Chicago Lumber & Coal Company, with active or

financial connection with various other commercial and industrial enterprises. 




A native of Belfast, Ireland, he

was born April 22, 1852, of the marriage of Samuel and Anna (Holmes) Fullerton,

and while a boy under the parental roof mastered the branches of learning that

constitute the curriculum of the public schools in his native land. As a young

man of nineteen years he came to the United States in 1871 and sought a home in

the west, attracted by the favorable reports which he heard concerning business

conditions in Kansas. After a few years spent in the west he established at

Atchison, Kansas, a lumber business which proved a profitable venture and,

owing to his aptitude for successful management, grew in volume and importance.

His prosperity permitted his connection with other business enterprises, and he

is today associated with various extensive commercial and manufacturing

concerns. 




In 1896 he removed to St. Louis,

where he is now supervising the interests of the Chicago Lumber & Coal

Company as president and general manager. This business was established in 1866

and was incorporated in 1895, with a paid-up capital of seven hundred and fifty

thousand dollars, which has since been increased to six million five hundred

thousand dollars, the company owning and operating mills in Arkansas,

Louisiana, Mississippi, Minnesota and Washington. He is today president of the

Gulf Lumber Company, Bradley Lumber Company, William Farrell Lumber Company,

Fullerton-Powell Hardwood Lumber Company, W. B. Switzer Lumber Company, Chicago

Lumber & Coal Company of Texas, E. A. Thornton Lumber Company, Silver Lake

Manufacturing Company, Warren, Johnsville & Saline River Railroad Company

and Little Rock, Sheridan & Saline River Railroad Company, and is vice

president of the S. R. Lee Lumber Company, Hope Lumber Company and Tioga &

Southeastern Railroad Company. 




Mr. Fullerton was married in

Kansas, January 17, 1877, to Miss Lucy Cook and they have two sons and a

daughter: Robert W., Ruby L. and Samuel Baker. Their home is one of the

charming society centers of St. Louis. As a citizen Mr. Fullerton keeps in

close touch with the business interests and with the social organizations

closely allied with, and in a measure representative of, these interests. He is

a member of the Business Men’s League, while along more specifically social

lines his membership extends to the St. Louis, Mercantile, Glen Echo Country,

Commercial and Maine Hunting and Fishing Clubs. His investigation into the

political situation of the country and the possibilities of accomplishment

through legislation have led to his stalwart support of the republican party,

while his religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Presbyterian

church. 




 




Hagerman, James




 




James Hagerman, actively

connected with a profession which has always been regarded as a conservator of

the rights and liberties of the individual and the foundation of all society

and community interests, is numbered among the native sons of Missouri, his

birth having occurred in Jackson township, Clark county, November 26, 1848. His

father, Benjamin F. Hagerman, was a native of Loudoun county, Virginia, born in

1823. The years of his childhood and youth were passed in the Old Dominion and

in early manhood he removed westward, settling first in Lewis county, Missouri,

and subsequently he became a resident of Clark county, this state. It was there

he met and married Miss Ann Cowgill, a native of Mason county, Kentucky, who

had come to Missouri with her parents. After arriving in this state, Benjamin

F. Hagerman devoted his time and energies to agricultural pursuits and to

school teaching, in what were then pioneer districts, but in later years turned

his attention to commercial interests in Alexander, Clark county. 




James Hagerman, reared in the

county of his nativity, is indebted to the public schools for his early

education, while later he became a student in the Christian Brothers College of

St. Louis, and afterward attended Professor Jamenson’s Latin School of Keokuk,

Iowa, to which place his family removed in 1864. After leaving school he

entered the law office of Rankin & McCrary, of Keokuk, a noted firm, of

which Justice Miller, of the United States supreme court, had shortly before

been a member. The firm occupied a position of distinctive prominence in the

ranks of the members of the bar of the west, and Mr. Hagerman was fortunate in

that his studies were pursued in such an environment. He was ready for

admission before he had attained his majority, but the laws of Iowa precluded

his becoming a member of the profession before he had reached the age of

twenty-one. This led him to return to Missouri, where there was no prescribed

age limit, and successfully passing the examination, he was admitted to the

Missouri bar by Judge Wagner, of the supreme court of this state, when eighteen

years of age. He returned to Keokuk, however, to enjoy the further advantages

of professional discipline and instruction in the office of Rankin &

McCrary, with whom he continued until 1869, when he formed a partnership with

H. P. Lipscomb and opened a law office of his own in Palmyra, Missouri. A year

was thus passed, on the expiration of which period he returned to Keokuk, and

in 1875 became a partner of his old preceptor, Judge McCrary, under the firm

style of McCrary, Hagerman & McCrary. This relationship was maintained

until 1879, when the senior partner was appointed judge of the United States

circuit court for the eighth district, and his place was filled by Frank

Hagerman, now of Kansas City, Missouri, the firm becoming Hagerman, McCrary

& Hagerman. 




As senior partner of the newly

organized firm, James Hagerman continued to practice in Keokuk until 1884, when

he accepted the proffered general attorneyship of the Atchison, Topeka &

Santa Fe Railroad Company. This necessitated his removal to Topeka, Kansas,

where the general offices of the company were located. Judge McCrary, widely

recognized as a man of national eminence because of his standing at the bar and

his capable service as secretary of war under President Hayes, had become the

general counsel of this corporation, and thus Mr. Hagerman again came into

personal and professional relations with his old preceptor in becoming general

attorney for the Santa Fe Company. They were the legal advisers of the company

during its formative period and contributed in no small degree to the success

of what is today one of the most important railway systems of the United

States. The records of the courts indicate the successes which they won in some

railway litigation which attracted national attention. 




Mr. Hagerman’s active

identification with the bar of Kansas City began in 1886, when he became a

member of the firm of Warner, Dean & Hagerman. Two years later he was made

general counsel for the receivers of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway

and in addition enjoyed a large general practice until 1891, when he accepted

the appointment to the general solicitorship upon the reorganization of the

Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway Company. Since 1903 he has been general

counsel for the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway system. In 1893 he removed

to St. Louis and the high reputation which he had previously gained won him

almost immediate recognition here. His practice has ever been of a

distinctively representative character and his ability is equally pronounced as

counselor or attorney. He is familiar with the long line of decisions from

Marshall down by which the constitution has been expounded and is equally at

home in all departments of the law, gained distinction as a trial lawyer, and

in civil practice he has specialized to some extent in corporation law, and yet

few men are more thoroughly informed in all departments of jurisprudence. He

was president of the St. Louis Bar Association for two years, in 1892 and 1893,

and of the American Bar Association in 1893 and 1894. He is also a member of

the Noonday, Mercantile and St. Louis Clubs, besides other social

organizations. 




Mr. Hagerman’s position upon any

matter of moment is never an equivocal one. On the contrary, he stands as a

stanch supporter of what he believes to be for the best interests of the public

and the community at large and is a recognized leader in democratic circles,

having since 1868 taken an active part in every national campaign. In 1879 he

presided over the Iowa state democratic convention, which nominated H. H.

Trimble for governor, and the following year was elected a delegate from Iowa

to the national democratic convention which made General W. S. Hancock the

presidential candidate. In 1888 he presided over the Missouri democratic state

convention which nominated D. R. Francis for governor. 




On the 6th of October, 1871, Mr.

Hagerman was united in marriage to Miss Margaret M. Walker, of Palmyra,

Missouri. Their children are Lee W. and James Hagerman, who are now members of

the St. Louis bar. Mr. Hagerman is a friend and associate of many men prominent

in national life as well as those who are recognized leaders in the ranks of

the legal fraternity of the country. In a profession where success depends

entirely upon individual merit he has gained distinction, the consensus of

public opinion placing him among the men of wide learning and discrimination as

regards legal matters, whereby enviable reputation, honor and success have come

to him. 




 




Bridge, Hudson E.




 




Among the men of St. Louis whose

success in business has been well balanced by philanthropy and benevolence was

numbered the Hon. Hudson E. Bridge. He was born May 17, 1810, at Walpole, New

Hampshire, whither his parents had removed some time before from Worcester,

Massachusetts. He was but a boy when he went with his parents to Bennington

county, Vermont, and there, at the age of nine years, in the midst of the

beautiful district in the Green Mountains, he was reared. While the scenery was

most attractive, the opportunities for agricultural and kindred interests were

limited. The efforts required to live in these unfruitful surroundings, the

necessity to make every blow tell and to exercise their inventive faculty,

developed powers of mind and habits which have established distinguished names

among the sons of New England. The environments of his early life undoubtedly

was a factor in developing in Mr. Bridge a worth of character and the

recognition and improvement of every expedient which marked his success in later

life. 




His educational opportunities

were somewhat limited, but his ambition was a dominant feature and led him,

when twenty-one years of age, against the protest of his friends, to start west

in the hope of more rapidly gaining a fortune in that section of the country.

The future was for him bright with promise, and his own capability enabled him

to utilize opportunities that others heedlessly passed by. He left home with

only six dollars in his pocket, and in order to save this he walked to Troy, New

York. There he secured employment in a store, and within six months’ time was

enabled to save enough to take him to Columbus, Ohio, where he arrived in the

fall of 1831. There he opened a school which he conducted through the winter

months, and was very successful in the task. In the spring, however, he entered

the employ of a mercantile house of that city, and while acting as their

salesman made trips westward from Detroit to Nashville, Tennessee, and to St.

Louis. In 1833 he left Columbus and removed to Springfield, Illinois, where, in

connection with Jewitt, Matther & Lamb, he inaugurated the manufacture of

plows. In the course of time the Jewitt plow manufactured by this house became

the leading agricultural implement of this character. Mr. Bridge continued at

Springfield until 1835, when he removed to St. Louis to open a branch house for

Jewitt, Matther & Lamb, and in connection with Hale & Reyburn,

established the business in this city. When Mr. Hale died the firm’s name

became Bridge & Reyburn. In 1838 they built a foundry to manufacture their

own plates, which had previously been made in the east, and thus was laid the

foundation for the Empire Stove Works, destined to become the best known

manufactory of this character in the Mississippi valley. Before 1848 Mr. Bridge

had induced his father, brothers and the other members of the family to come to

St. Louis, and was himself identified with the city and its commercial

upbuilding throughout his remaining days. In 1842 the firm of Bridge &

Brothers was organized, and in 1857 John H. Beach was admitted to the firm,

under the name of the Bridge & Beach Company. On the 28th of January, 1870,

the business was incorporated, under the style of the Bridge & Beach

Manufacturing Company. The passing years chronicled the growth and success of

the house which, constantly enlarging the field of its activities, became one

of the most important industries of the city. 




Mr. Bridge occupied a very

prominent position in manufacturing circles and did much to further business

interests in St. Louis. He was one of the original subscribers to and worked

earnestly for the benefit of the Missouri Pacific, North Missouri & Iron

Mountain Railroad, also the Ohio & Mississippi Railroad benefited by his

labors, as did the St. Louis & Illinois Bridge Company, and many other

enterprises. His business judgment was at all times sound, and he had the

ability to correctly discriminate between the essential and non-essential,

discarding the latter and so developing the former as to gain substantial

results. He was a director of the State Bank, of the Merchants Bank and of the

Pacific Railroad, and his resourceful business ability led to his cooperation

with many movements which were direct factors in the upbuilding and prosperity

of the city. Aside from interests from which he derived a personal benefit, he

was associated with many movements wherein St. Louis has been a direct

beneficiary. He was one of the original incorporators of the Washington

University, of the Polytechnic Institute, of the Macey Institute, and other

educational features in the life of this city. He was one of the founders of

Bellefontaine cemetery, also one of the founders and one of the managers of the

Institution for the Education of the Blind. He was twice president of the

Mercantile Library and was a warm supporter of the Union cause at the time of

the Civil war. He was president of the First Safety Deposit Vaults in St.

Louis. In 1861 he served as a member of the convention whose prompt action in

establishing a provisional government for the state resulted in keeping

Missouri in the ranks of the Union. He was actuated in all that he did by a

spirit of general helpfulness and progress, and in his life there was no

distinction between religion and business. 




Thirteen years prior to his death

Mr. Bridge purchased a large estate a few 7 miles from the city and erected a

palatial home at Glendale. He was devoted to the welfare of his family and at

his death left six children: Isabella, the wife of Colonel George E. Leighton;

Emma, the wife of Joseph Gilbert Chapman; Mary, the wife of N. C. Chapman;

Hudson Eliot; Harrison and Amy, who have since passed away. 




Mr. Bridge was a member of the

Unitarian Church of the Messiah. Religion was never to him so much a matter of

form of worship as a daily living and the recognition of one’s duties to his

fellowmen. Few have seemed to so fully understand the obligations and

responsibilities of wealth. The most envious could not grudge him success so

honorably gained and so worthily used. To the Washington University he gave one

hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars in 1874, for the enlargement of

buildings of the university, and to other institutions, educational, charitable

and religious, his gifts were almost as extensive. He sought at all times to do

good to his fellowmen and to guide his actions by the most honorable and

straightforward rules. He gave not only from a sense of duty but from a deep

desire to aid his fellowmen, finding happiness in doing for others. 




 




Praetorius, Edward L.




 




With the lasting example of his

honored father before him, Edward L. Praetorius, newspaper publisher, has

throughout an active career been concerned with those topics of public interest

and importance affecting the welfare of the community and the country in

various ways and has taken an advanced stand upon many questions of reform and

progress. He was born July 14, 1866, in St. Louis, the son of Dr. Emil Praetorius,

the distinguished German-American editor, who was born at Alzey in

Rhein-Hessen, Germany, in 1827. 




Edward L. Praetorius was educated

in the public schools of St. Louis and the Toensfeldt Institute, afterward

entering the Manual Training School of the Washington University, from which he

was graduated in the class of 1884. Following his graduation he was associated

with his father, then editor and part owner of the Westliche Post,

becoming an employee in the counting room. His aptitude and fidelity soon

placed him in charge of that department and from that time until 1898 he was

business manager of the Westliche Post. He was recognized as one of the

most successful business managers in the newspaper field and the success of the

journal was attributable in large measure to his administrative direction and

executive ability. In 1898 the Westliche Post and Anzeiger Des

Westens were consolidated and about that time the German-American Press

Association was formed. At the head of these publications were Dr. Emil Praetorius

as president and Edward L. Praetorius and John Schroer as managers. In 1905, at

the death of Dr. Praetorius, Edward L. Praetorius succeeded him as president,

and on the 15th of April, 1907, the St. Louis Times was born and under the same

management met with immediate success. This paper is independent in politics

and wields a powerful influence. On the 1st of August, 1908, on the retirement

of Mr. Schroer, Mr. Praetorius assumed the duties of general manager of the

German-American Press Association in addition to the duties of the office of

president which he had heretofore held. He is likewise a director in the

Commonwealth Trust Company and German Mutual Life Insurance Company. 




On the 9th of April, 1902, Mr. Praetorius

was married to Miss Carrie Dickson Cook and they have a pleasant home at No.

4527 Westminster Place. Mr. Praetorius is interested in and also a participant

in athletics. He belongs to the Union, the Glen Echo, the Missouri Athletic,

the Century Boat and the St. Louis Clubs, and his social and business

associates find him an affable, genial gentleman. He is prominent in political

circles and is a progressive factor in the advancement of many measures

pertaining to the welfare of St. Louis in various lines. Since 1893 he has been

a member of the board of trustees of the St. Louis public library and has taken

an advanced stand in support of measures that hold to higher standards of

citizenship and public improvement. 




 




Walsh, Edward Jr.




 




Edward Walsh, Jr., with the

lasting example of his father’s great work before him, contributed to the

material development of St. Louis and was prominently known as the president of

the Mississippi Glass Company. He was born in this city, in 1849, and was

educated at St. John’s College, a school for engineers at Columbia; New York.

He enjoyed the advantages which his father’s affluent circumstances permitted.

While this brought him opportunities which are denied to some, he yet

manifested in his business career the strength of character and stalwart

purposes which are indispensable elements of success. What he undertook

received his undivided attention, and as president of the Mississippi Glass

Company he controlled the affairs of an important productive concern which was

conducted along modern business lines and had far-reaching commercial connections.






On the 11th of January, 1882, Mr.

Walsh was married to Miss Julia Maffitt, a sister of C. C. and P. C. Maffitt

and a daughter of Dr. William and Julia (Chouteau) Maffitt, her father being a

surgeon of the United States Army. They became parents of one son, Edward

Joseph Walsh, who, on the 22nd of April, 1908, was married to Miss Winifred

Erwin, a daughter of Major James B. Erwin, of St. Louis. 




Edward Walsh, .Jr., was one of

the prominent and popular figures in club circles of this city. He was the third

president of the Noonday Club, a member of the St. Louis Club, the University,

St. Louis Jockey and Quivere Hunting Clubs. He also belonged to the Tarpon Club

of Arkansas Pass, Texas, and was one of the original promoters of the St. Louis

Fair Association. At one time he was president of the Pilot Knob Iron Company

and was a director of the Calvery Cemetery Association. He served as water

commissioner of St. Louis soon after the adoption of the present charter under

which the water works of the city now operate. 




Death came to Mr. Walsh suddenly,

although in the previous winter he had been ill with grippe and had not fully

recovered. He was traveling toward Hot Springs, Virginia, with the intention of

spending the summer there, in company with his wife and son, when he expired on

the Knickerbocker Special near Mattoon, Illinois, June 30, 1901. The news of

his death was a shock to his many friends in St. Louis and elsewhere. Unlike

many men who are born to wealth, he never wasted his powers and energies on the

useless things of life, but become a forceful factor in business circles. He

had, however, a genuine appreciation for social amenities and, being a man of

broad culture and wide travel, his friends found him a most entertaining

companion. While he was ranked with the capitalists of St. Louis, his wealth

was never allowed to overshadow those interests which make a well balanced

character. 




 




Brown, George Warren




 




Shoe manufacturing in this year

A. D. 1909 is generally recognized as the leading industry of the great city of

St. Louis, with its population rapidly approaching the million mark; and while

shoemaking is now so important an industry here, and all who are engaged in it

vie with each other as to their individual importance to this commerce, yet in

1878 the picture was quite different. 




At that time Cincinnati was the

great western shoe manufacturing center, and “Cincinnati Made” and “Rochester

Made” goods had the call in the west and in the south. St. Louis was simply a

jobbing center; the wholesale houses here then jobbed eastern or New England

made goods almost entirely, some houses selling a few Rochester and Cincinnati

made shoes. The St. Louis shoe historian at that time would have recorded the

names of several small shoe manufacturing ventures that had taken place during

the ten years preceding 1878, but for want of capital or business management or

both, most of these had succumbed in the battle of commerce, and in the year

named St. Louis contained two or three, or possibly four, small factories, all

of which within a short time thereafter had gone the way of those that went

before. 




At about this time a young man

about twenty-five years of age had a vision of the opportunities and advantages

that were then open for St. Louis in shoe manufacturing; his vision and his

ideas were communicated by him to the wholesale shoe house then employing him.

However, they were not impressed with the wisdom of embarking in a business

which had been so disastrous thus far to all who had tried it in St. Louis, so

the subject of our sketch received no encouragement in connection with his

air-castle project. After waiting several months, during which his ideas had

taken deeper root, he communicated them to two other men connected with

different concerns each of whom became interested, and, in November, 1898, he

came in to headquarters from Ottumwa, Iowa, and resigned his fast growing

position, in the face of assurance from his house of most attractive

opportunities if he would continue his service with them. 




He had, however, made up his mind

in connection with the matter, and so told his employers, informing them that

he fully appreciated their confidence and realized the great opportunity he was

giving up, but that he was willing, if necessary, to put himself on the altar

of shoe manufacturing in St. Louis, and that if he should fail, and lose the

little capital he had saved during the four and a half years he had been a

traveling salesman, he would still be young enough to start at the bottom

again. So, after recommending a young man of character to succeed him, who

later became a director and important staff man with the old house, he left the

company with the good will and best wishes of his late employers, and

inaugurated the first successful wholesale shoe manufacturing business in St.

Louis. Thus George Warren Brown, president of the Brown Shoe Company, has the

distinction of being the father of this great St. Louis industry, which is

today spoken of perhaps more frequently than any other avenue of commerce by

St. Louis travelers. It is certainly fair to say that had he not succeeded, the

history of shoe manufacturing in St. Louis would have been very much less

illustrious, as the next concern to start successful shoe manufacturing waited

something like three years after the first had commenced, and within the time

referred to, had become successfully established. From that time on he worked

his way upward, displaying much of the spirit of initiative, and daring to

advance in paths where others had not marked the way, because his sound

judgment and keen discernment recognized the value of such a course. 




The Empire state has furnished to

the middle west many of its representative citizens, one of the best known of

whom is George Warren Brown, who was born on a farm near the town of Granville,

Washington county, New York, March 21, 1853, his parents being David and

Malinda (Roblee) Brown. The public schools of Middle Granville, New York, and

Bryant & Stratton Business College of Troy, New York, afforded him his

educational privileges, he having graduated from the latter institution in the

late autumn of 1872. On the 7th of April, 1873, he said good-bye to home and

friends, and at the age of twenty years started for the west, hoping to find a

business opening which would afford opportunities for a successful career. He

had in view Missouri or Texas, but was undecided in which state he would

locate. On the 10th of April, he arrived in St. Louis, where he spent two weeks

looking for an opening. He had almost decided to accept a position with a

retail house in Springfield, Missouri, when he was offered a place as shipping

clerk with a small wholesale shoe house in St. Louis. Accepting this, he

entered upon his duties on the 1st day of May, 1873, and displayed such ability

and faithfulness during the early months of his employment that before the end

of his first year he was given an opportunity to go on the road as a traveling

salesman, which offer he accepted, taking up said responsibilities before he

was twenty-one years of age. In this position he gave unmistakable proof of his

business enterprise, unfaltering energy and initiative spirit, and in the years

which have come and gone since then he has had a strenuous life, but has made

steady progress, each step being upward, thus bringing him a broader outlook

and wider opportunity. 




The territory assigned him was not

an easy one; moreover, the country was just emerging from the financial panic

of 1873. His territory was northern Missouri where his house had as yet no

established trade, and their goods were at that time particularly adapted to

the trade of the southern states. He, however, carefully reviewed the

difficulties, and summoned his will power to make up this handicap. At the

present time many young men do not succeed for want of will power. They look at

a situation, recognize its difficulties, say that the results desired are

impossible of attainment, and give up. The spirit which our young traveler

displayed was exactly the opposite. He closely Studied the trade and indicated

to his house improvements in their line of goods for his territory, won the

confidence of the dealers through his business ability, unfaltering integrity

and faithful application, and in less than five years’ service as salesman had

more than $7,000 on deposit with his house as a result of his savings from the

salary earned, his business having already become one of the largest in boots

and shoes in the west. He had thoroughly acquainted himself with the western

trade, and now endeavored to convince his house that a line of goods especially

adapted to the St. Louis territory should be manufactured by them in St. Louis.

As above stated, however, his suggestion did not meet with favor, and

accordingly, in November, 1878, there was formed the concern of which he has

continuously been at the head. 




The business was started with

$12,000 capital, of which about one-third was invested in shoe machinery,

lasts, patterns, and other equipment. Their first employees were five Rochester

factory expert shoe workers, and in order to persuade these men to move to St.

Louis it was found necessary to advance them their railroad fare, and soon

thereafter real Rochester fine shoes were being made for the first time in St.

Louis. Something of the immediate success of the business is indicated in the

fact that in less than one year the factory was removed from its first location

at 104 South Eighth street and located in larger quarters in the Guppies

building at the corner of Eighth and Walnut streets, occupying an entire top

floor of this building, to which steam power and heat were furnished, and

perhaps within one year thereafter the next floor below was secured. It was not

long after that before another floor was required to meet the demand for the

quality of goods the new manufacturing concern was turning out, and, therefore,

to accommodate this requirement, the Samuel Cupples Company, who owned the

building and occupied the lower floors which they could not vacate, built an

additional story, and with the facilities of these three large floors the

business continued to grow. 




In 1881 the business was incorporated

as a joint stock company, so as to make it possible for meritorious employees

to become interested in the earnings of the business. This was the first

successful wholesale shoe manufacturing concern to incorporate in St. Louis,

and the principle being regarded as a most desirable way of operating the shoe

business, others soon followed suit, and this plan has become universal in this

city. At about this time shoes manufactured by eastern concerns were added to

the company’s own make, and their warerooms and offices were moved to Seventh

and St. Charles streets. In 1885 Mr. A. L. Bryan, vice president of the

company, retired on account of ill health, and the name of the company was

changed to The Brown, Desnoyers Shoe Company. Early in 1886 the expanding

business again demanded larger quarters, and another removal was made to 805

Washington avenue, and in the year 1890 the business requirements were such

that removal was again necessary. The company then leased the building at the

southwest corner of Eleventh street and Washington avenue, occupying one-third

of this great block, and for several years four floors were used for

manufacturing purposes, while the four lower floors were used for warerooms and

offices. Later on, however, the entire building was required for said uses. 




In 1893, Mr. J. B. Desnoyers

retired from the company, and the corporate name became The Brown Shoe Company,

the business continuing to grow with rapid strides each year so that the

shipments of the company during their last year in the Eleventh street and

Washington avenue house amounted to more than $8,000,000. In 1905 the future

requirements of this great business made it necessary to provide a new

building, and accordingly that year negotiations were entered into and

consummated for the erection of the largest and most up-to-date building in the

United States to be used entirely for the distribution of shoes; and on January

1, 1907, The Brown Shoe Company were at home to their friends and customers in

their new building, The White House, at Seventeenth street and Washington

avenue, St. Louis. The occasion was a record one of the kind. The large lobby

of the first floor of this building was beautifully decorated with flowers,

many of which were contributed by competitors and other wholesale houses of St.

Louis; refreshments were served, and a reception held, the guests of that

occasion numbering many of the foremost citizens; addresses were made by

ex-Governor D. R. Francis, E. C. Simmons, Colonel George W. Parker, Rev. Dr. N.

Luccock, State Representative C. V. Anderson, and A. B. Groves, architect,

after which the guests were shown over the building. Thus was opened and

dedicated to commerce The White House in St. Louis, which is used for

assembling and distributing the shoes produced in all the great factories of

the company, for its sales headquarters, and for general and executive offices.

This building is not only the largest occupied by any shoe house for the same

purpose in America, but it is strictly fire-proof and contains labor-saving

equipments which produce both material economies and rapid execution, unique

characteristic features of The White House alone so far as is known at this

date. Besides, the architectural beauties of this building both within and

without, together with the beautiful ivory white tile exterior, make it the

most beautiful commercial building in St. Louis. 




To Mr. Brown is attributable the

development of one of the largest shoe manufacturing houses in the United

States, now represented by one hundred and six traveling salesmen who sell the

company’s goods in practically every state in the union and in several foreign

countries. Employment is furnished to several thousand people, and over sixteen

acres of floor space is utilized in the conduct of the business. For more than

a quarter of a century Mr. Brown has occupied a prominent position at the head

of one of the great industries of the city, and having led in establishing

successful shoe manufacturing in St. Louis, he has, from that standpoint, contributed

in a more conspicuous way than any other man toward making St. Louis the

greatest shoe market, selling direct to the retail trade in this country. The

sensible and practical methods which he has followed, as well as his notable

success, commend him to the esteem of his fellowmen. He has never regarded his

employees as a part of a complex machine, but on the contrary has manifested in

them a personal interest, encouraging faithfulness by promotion as opportunity

has offered, until now a number of those who are directors and heads of

departments are men who have worked up from the humblest places to their

present positions of responsibility. 




Aside from his extensive

manufacturing interests he is an important factor in many movements relative to

the city’s substantial progress and development. He was one of the directors of

the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, is now a director of the Third National

Bank, a member of the executive committee of the Business Men’s League,

director of the Provident Association, president of the St. Louis Young Men’s

Christian Association, and is a leading layman in the Methodist church in St.

Louis, all of which indicate clearly his interests in the movements which tend

to promote municipal progress and the uplifting of mankind. In politics he may

be termed an independent republican, and he is not unmindful of the social side

of life, holding membership in the St. Louis, Country, Noonday, and Mercantile

Clubs. 




In a review of the life and

record of George Warren Brown it will be seen that one of the salient

characteristics has been thoroughness, while another element has been

unwavering resolution to merit the trust reposed in him, and at no time to sell

out principle to produce business advancement. This was manifest as an employee,

and has characterized his career as a successful manufacturer. Moreover, he has

always keenly realized the obligations of the individual to his fellowmen, and

has ever met the responsibilities of increasing wealth. 




 




Dodd, Samuel Morris




 




Prompted by laudable ambition at

the outset of his career, Samuel Morris Dodd has advanced through consecutive

stages of development until he has long occupied a place among the leading

residents of St. Louis. A strong mentality, an invincible courage and a most

determined individuality have so entered into his makeup as to render him a

natural leader of men and in this connection he has controlled business

enterprises of large importance to the city as well as to the individual

stockholders. He was born in Orange, New Jersey, June 3, 1832, a son of Stephen

and Mary (Condit) Dodd. The ancestral home of the family in America was at

Brantford, Connecticut, where representatives of the name of English birth

located at a very early day. Later a removal was made from Connecticut to New

Jersey by the branch of the family to which Samuel M. Dodd belongs. Beginning

his education at the usual age, he was a pupil in the public schools of Orange

and at Bloomfield (N. J.) Academy and his early business training came to him

in mercantile lines. When sixteen years of age he became a clerk in a hat and

fur store of New York city, where he spent three years, but the great west with

its broad possibilities and growing opportunities attracted him and St. Louis

thereby gained a citizen whose worth and value have long been widely

recognized. 




Following his arrival here Mr.

Dodd entered the employ of Nourse, Crane & Company. Later he became a

partner in the firm of Baldwin, Randall & Company. Gradually acquiring

larger interest in the enterprise, Mr. Dodd became sole proprietor in 1862 and

for a time conducted the store under his own name. Seeking a still broader

field of labor, he became the founder of the wholesale dry-goods house of Dodd,

Brown & Company in 1866, the location of the firm being at the corner of

Main and Locust streets. The partners were men of marked enterprise, of

indefatigable energy and of fertility of resource and through their combined

efforts their establishment soon became one of the leading wholesale dry-goods

houses of St. Louis, with a trade extending throughout the entire Mississippi

valley. Another notable feature of his business career lies in the fact that

Mr. Dodd and his associates were among the first to leave the old wholesale

center and remove from the lower streets up to the plateau of Fifth street.

Foreseeing the growth of the business, Mr. Dodd recognized that the old

location would not be adequate to the demands of the larger and increasing

wholesale business and in consequence advocated the removal of the house of

which he was senior partner, and his plan was carried out, although his

contemporaries regarded the undertaking as an exceedingly hazardous one. The

Collier estate built for Dodd, Brown & Company a large building at the

corner of Broadway and St. Charles street and soon the wholesale business was

removed to the new location. While pioneers in this wholesale district, they

were soon followed by others and the wholesale center has been changed until it

extends as far westward on St. Charles street and Washington avenue as

Eighteenth street. Mr. Dodd continued at the head of the house until 1885, when

the firm was dissolved and he withdrew from the dry goods trade. He had made

for himself a most creditable name in mercantile circles. His record was such

as any man might be proud to possess. From a clerkship he had worked his way

upward until he became one of the foremost merchants of the middle west. He has

in recent years been extensively connected with corporate enterprises of

various kinds, continually recognized as one of the foremost men of St. Louis

who has carved his name deep upon its business annals. His recognized

administrative ability has caused him to be sought in filling official

positions of responsibility in connection with these enterprises and he was

formerly president of the Broadway Real Estate Company, of the Missouri

Electric Light & Power Company, of St. Louis, vice president of the

American Central Insurance Company and a director of the National Bank of

Commerce. He was also president of the American Brake Company, which was later

leased to the Westinghouse Air Brake Company. He is also a director in the

Commonwealth Trust Company and president of the Central Real Estate Company. 
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