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			1. PREFACE

			It is not often that an opportunity arises for someone who has participated so actively in a program intended to change the agricultural sector and who has also sought to learn more about the Amazon biome to write a book and make it known to all those who have benefited, who are benefiting, and that in the future, will be very interested in knowing the history of the process in the book by my friend Domingos Ribeiro de Carvalho, for which I am delighted to make this presentation. I am very happy, because he is an old companion, our colleague and Agronomist who worked, especially, at the Minas Gerais Development Bank.

			The story he tells is true, he just didn’t participate intensely when I was in the federal government when we created POLOCENTRO. The POLOCENTRO was, without a doubt, the most aggressive and daring public policy program that, in a strategic program carried out by the Geisel government, made the decision to face the crisis the country was going through, not only in the lack of food, in the dependence on food imports that amounted to a third of our consumption, but also because of the oil crisis caused by OPEC. The Arabs, in 1973, decided to stop fighting among themselves and harmoniously created OPEC. Through this organization, they began to control and harmonize the offer of the product that was worth gold at the time.

			This year, Brazil had oil at an average price of 2.5 to 3 dollars a barrel, the following week it started paying 11 dollars. It didn’t stop there, OPEC took advantage of such a beneficial phase and oil went up 11, 15, 19, 30, 50, 80, more than 100 dollars a barrel. At that time, we imported 80% of the oil we consumed. It was a real disaster. We were broke and our trade balance was supported by 3 or 4 tropical products, rubber, cocoa, tropical wood and coffee.

			Coffee was the main basis of our economy, it reached 80% of the Brazilian product exported, but in that situation, with food lacking as it was in the world, scarce, with its price tripled, internal speculation and the cost of freight that had also tripled, left Brazil in a very weak position, our trade balance jump would only be enough to buy food or oil. It is obvious that between one and the other, we would buy food, because nobody goes without food and the Brazilian population needed to eat more.

			Any economist who analyzed the Brazilian trade balance sadly indicated that Brazil would not survive for more than 3 or 4 years, it was a disaster.

			It was there that the government made the decision to implement POLOCENTRO and, for that, the experience of Minas was fabulous.

			The experience of Minas with the occupation of the cerrado was born here, especially research bodies such as the Federal University of Lavras, through Professor Alfredo Scheid Lopes, with his thesis on fertility of the Brazilian cerrado worked at the North Caroline University of the United States.

			It was he who made the first reliable scientific assessment of the possibilities of the cerrado.

			On the other hand, the Instituto Agronômico de Campinas and, mainly, the IRI – International Research Institute, maintained by the Rockefeller Foundation, had also given signs of the possibilities of intensive use of the Cerrado. The federal government, through IPEACO – Institute of Agricultural Research and Experimentation of the Midwest, in Sete Lagoas, where we had several colleagues who had been dedicating themselves to the study of the cerrado, contributed a lot in that congress of 1955. This congress, although it took so long to publish your summary, it was very good to cheer us up.

			When I was invited in 1971 to take over the Secretariat of Agriculture, I read the work that Dr. Israel Pinheiro had done in the organization of a project for the center – west of Minas Gerais. On the other hand, he had also had information about the possibility of the cerrado, so much so that he created the experimental station in the cerrado in Minas Gerais, which also started to do important work.

			All these items cheered us up and that’s how when we entered the Secretariat we had Dr. Rondon Pacheco, our governor at the time, the guarantee that he would support an experimental project in the Cerrado of Minas Gerais.

			How to do it? That was the big concern, first, because we couldn’t go wrong, it would be a disaster. Second, we would need to change a lot in the government.

			My personal impression was that if the government wanted to bring about change, the first one that would have to change would be the government itself, and we did that.

			We also chose the experience of the Rockfeller Foundation – in Minas Gerais, it started in 1948 in the municipality of Curvelo, which had taken its revenge and spread throughout the national territory. In 1971, 72, 73, 74, it was already all over the country, it was the ABCAR system – Brazilian Association and Credit and Rural Assistance.

			Each of the States had its ACAR system – Rural Credit and Assistance Association.

			We have made a decision. We called the ACAR leaders and proposed: you will be the only technical assistance body. I don’t like duplications. We will elect you as representatives of the State government and we will give you financial, material and human conditions for you to work.

			Rural credit, at that time, was practically a mess. Rural credit was only made for those who did not need it. Rural credit was used to finance products. If I wanted to buy a tractor, I would go to the bank. I want to buy a tractor, the manager would ask me: great, which tractor? A 60 horsepower tractor. What a beauty! How much? 70 thousand reais and ordered me to have a cup of coffee. I would run inside and look at my record, if the record allowed, I would authorize it. If it didn’t allow, I didn’t authorize it. But the tractor was unimportant. I could take it and put it as a taxi in the city, as an ornament in my living room at the farm, no matter what use it might have.

			That’s not what we wanted. The tractor had to fulfill a function within a project and this would be the government’s way of financing so that we could meet the producer’s demand. It was not easy.

			We went to the great bosses of the time, Delfin Netto and then to Paulo Yokota, director of the Central Bank for rural credit.

			Delfin told me: look, you are right in your proposal, rural credit should finance the project, but here I have more than a thousand bank branches and I have no way of controlling this application.

			Although I explained what we intended to do, he said: look, I can’t make this change in rural credit right now.

			We insisted to Paulo Yokota that he was our friend, and that he had come to Minas several times. So, we had the opportunity to have several conversations with him and long speeches. After a lot of trying, especially with the presence of the staff of the Development Bank – BDMG, through Fernando Reis who had been his predecessor and was the Secretary of Finance, we managed to convince Paulo YoKota that if he could not make a change in the general rural credit, he should make at least one exception for the Minas Gerais cerrado project, which he agreed. He told us: very well, you have BDMG, which is a very suitable bank for this, I will put the funds in the Bank and you will be in charge of your risk. It was all we wanted, was to throw the frog in the water.

			The BDMG staff faced this process, together with ACAR and the Secretariat of Agriculture, where in our economic department, we created the PCRI which was the Integrated Rural Credit Project to finance agro projects and it worked well. We called it, the first adventurers, it wasn’t easy.

			We only got 20 adventurers because the cerrado in Minas Gerais at that time had a saying: “cerrado only given or inherited”.

			Things began to change, the 20 adventurers met with our teams, the agronomists who were specialists in each culture, the economists who had the general vision of the Project, the people from ACAR. So, there was an integrated work, the project to be carried out. With this, we had absolute confidence that we would not go wrong. The projects were individually supervised by about 20 producers, the most adventurous in 1971.

			Saint Peter helped us, the weather was favorable and the harvests were excellent. That was a real trigger because when the neighbors began to see the success of those projects, they tried to copy them.

			In the year 1972, the demand was for more than a thousand projects, so we had a scare. How to guide more than a thousand projects with the number of technicians for the technical assistance that we had.

			We called ACAR and said: how are we going to organize ourselves? Look, Minas Gerais doesn’t have any more Agronomists left, we’ve already hired them all.

			Let’s hire in Brazil, I said, let’s do a competition all over Brazil. We did, 720 professionals, Agronomists, Veterinarians, Agricultural Technicians, etc. We hire everyone to serve the new projects.

			During this period, together with the Bank’s Development staff, especially Ruralminas, where Dr. Aluízio Fantini was an expert, we discussed together with Dr. Paulo Romano, Executive Secretary of the Secretariat, how would we solve the problem in 1973 if 3,000, 4,000 requests came here. It would be a disappointment.

			So the idea came up: because we didn’t adopt the rigor of the project we have today, but instead of assisting one producer, we will assist 20, 30, 40, 50 producers. So it was this idea that generated the integrated project created.

			We went to São Paulo, Cotia. Doctor Gervásio believed in the project, he brought from there about 36 children of farmers, Nisei (Japanese decedents), who had already occupied all the space on his property and their children were tied up in spaces. We promised that we would give them the conditions to obtain 300 hectares of land for them to expand their production capacity and we would give them credit and guidance. Perfect, everything worked out, PADAP was a success. PADAP is the Alto Paranaíba Managed Settlement project, the book explains this and shows the reasons.

			I am very happy that my friend Domingos Carvalho had the interest to write this book, which is why I encouraged him.

			I am doing this introduction to show the importance that the PCRI – Integrated Credit Project of the Development Bank had in the years 71, 72, 73, because in 74 when the president invited me to be the Minister of Agriculture, I wasted no time. I took the team from Minas, summoned more Brazilians and repeated, “exactly”, the Minas Gerais project there, and it worked very well.

			There, it had the name of POLOCENTRO. We highlight for POLOCENTRO the most aggressive oriented and assisted credit program that Brazil has ever had.

			We created EMBRATER in the federal government to select the innovations created by EMBRAPA, our universities, state research institutions and the private sector. Everything worked very well. They created the innovations and the producer believed.

			The project made it possible for him to be financed to carry out everything that had been designed and he wasted no time, he did it well and the Brazilian cerrado surprised us and the technicians, because the cerrado that had to be recovered, as it is a highly degraded, one of the most degraded in the world’s tropical climate, has become in less than 50 years, a true producing power, competing with the fertile lands of the temperate northern hemisphere. It was what we needed. This was the story of the Minas Gerais and Brazilian Cerrado project.

			In the Amazon, what we did was to try to correct a deformation that worried us, the government was investing in the Amazon, taking the producers there, donating 100 hectares of land and titling only after the areas had been deforested.

			The president asked us: what do you think of this government policy? I replied that I was afraid of this policy because in Brazilian agricultural science, we do not know the Amazon biome, but we know reasonably well the cerrado biome, which already has a developed infrastructure.

			There was a change, instead of investing in the Amazon, we started to invest in the cerrado and the magic happens as my friend Domingos Carvalho’s book explains.

			Alysson Paolinelli

		

	
		
			2. Why Dr. Alysson Paolinelli was not awarded the Nobel Peace Prize

			Today, September 8, 2021, I have just watched the Nobel Peace Prize announcement from Norway. We had great hope, as he had been nominated by no less than 160 entities from around the world, such as: Universities, Schools, Research Centers, Scientific Societies and others, in addition to the support of 74 countries.

			Unfortunately, once again Brazil was left out. This had already happened with other nominees such as our great public health specialist Carlos Chagas. He, at least, was a doctor and competed with his “equals” or those who exercised professions with affinities with medicine, that is, there were terms of comparison.

			With Dr. Alysson was different, because this Award, created in Norway and the others in Sweden, although it awards the most varied areas such as Medicine, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics and others, there was no specific one for her area of expertise in this case, agriculture.

			When the Nobel Prize was created, they did not consider the hypothesis that one day, a country in the tropics could be the great granary of humanity whose flagship is the culture of soy, which with its 40% on average of protein and 20% of edible oil is the main source of protein food for man and animals.

			If today we have foods such as meat, eggs, milk, etc., let’s give thanks mainly to soy.

			The main food deficit in the world is protein. In addition to being today the largest exporter of vegetable protein in the world, and, indirectly, we are also of animal protein.

			As points out Dr. Alysson in response by WhatsApp to a friend’s question and whose answer gave rise to this book: “the Northern Hemisphere, for 4000 years, was the great supplier of food to the world”.

			All the conditions to produce food were there. Soils were generally very fertile. With the presence of winter, this fertility was preserved and would only be available after the spring thaw.

			Most insects were eliminated and those that managed to survive had their population reduced. The same was true of plant diseases.

			To produce, it was only necessary to make a hole in the soil and place the seed and a good part of those that were dormant in the soil during the winter, germinated without any participation of man, offering fruits produced spontaneously.

			In a trench made in the soil sector, at Pardue University, in the United States, to show the students the soil profile, I verified a soil layer with a very high content of organic matter with more or less 5 meters deep in the profile. Anyone who has witnessed the beginning of spring in Europe is impressed by the speed of plant sprouting. Under these conditions, Agronomy would have practically no importance. Why institute a Nobel Prize for the category if there were very few existing professionals, due to the high fertility of the soil that required little of them to produce in the fertile land. Really, it wouldn’t justify.

			With tropical soils, however, it was different, paradigms changed. Our Agronomy professionals had to show producers that it was possible to produce sustainably on this soil, one of the most degraded in the world, and that’s what happened.

			If the Europeans had not found the conditions they found, they would certainly have had to invest in soil recovery, certainly Dr. Alysson would be competing for the Prize with her “equals” and in this case, she would be unbeatable in the world today. It is difficult to compete among the categories that are indicated, because there are no terms of comparison.

			All the scientists all over the world who are working in their fields to improve the conditions of life and increase the prospects for the betterment of humanity, in some way, are contributing to peace, and thus the concept is very broad and very difficult to understand. quantify.

			I think the dispute would be more balanced if each one competed within their specific area.

			Dr. Alysson, this award is also yours morally, for your brilliant work and pioneering spirit that allowed Brazil, today, to feed more than 1 billion people in the four corners of the world.

			Before its presence in agriculture, Brazil had to import food to meet its domestic needs. This flaw could have been corrected since 2006, when, for lack of a specific Nobel Prize for Agriculture, Dr. Alysson was awarded the “World Food Prize” for his work in incorporating the cerrado in a sustainable way into the production process. Brazilian. This is my opinion.

		

	
		
			3. Clarifications

			1.When referring to Dr. Alysson Paolinelli can come across two spellings of his surname: “Paulinelli or Paolinelli”. As your wife informed me, both are correct. Paolinelli was required to obtain Italian citizenship, the origin of his family;

			2.The PCRI – Integrated Rural Credit Program, is considered the first specific program for the cerrado. When it was operationalized by BDMG, the name was gradually replaced by PCI-Integrated Credit Program and that’s how it became known;

			3.Odelmo, to whom the audio is sent via WhatsApp, refers to the Agronomist Odelmo Leão Carneiro, current mayor of Uberlândia, who I had the pleasure of meeting when I lived in Uberlândia and was very impressed with his ability manifested in his dynamism;

			4.The digitization of the spoken texts, the preface and the message to Odelmo that gave rise to this book, was done using an Internet application. As the app is not yet perfect, some mistakes have been made. We were careful to make some small adjustments without, however, changing Dr. Alysson;

			5.When Dr. Alysson heard that I had written a book about the beginning of the occupation of the cerrado, he called me and invited me to go to his house to talk about the book. Of course, I accepted the invitation straight away. Mrs. Marisa, his wife and collaborator, a charming person in every way, within a short time called me and we scheduled the visit for the following day. So that I could advance the conversation, I sent a copy of the book by e-mail. The other day, I went to his house. When he arrived, he had already read a third of the book and was enjoying it very much.

			I left him a hard copy and traveled to the countryside. Two days later, he called me and said he had finished reading the book and had enjoyed it a lot.

			The only observation made by him is that I had said little about POLOCENTRO. He was right. The BDMG teams worked by Programs. I had only participated in PCRI, which was later simplified to PCI in PADAP and PRODECER. I tried to find out which Agronomists had worked at POLOCENTRO, to help me with information. They were Agronomist Dargo da Mata Miranda, the best-informed person with whom I had already had contact, but now deceased, the other two were away for health reasons and the fourth was not interested in telling his experience with the Program, contrary to what happened with the report by Joaquim Alves da Costa and Cláudio de Sousa Diniz, who provided us with information of great importance, which were included in the text. By choice, I didn’t want to rely on information from the Internet, not that I have anything against it, I just wanted information from people who actually had direct participation in the Programs. Since Dr. Alysson had agreed to preface the book, I suggested that he make some comments about POLOCENTRO given the importance it had for Brazil, as a consequence of the expansion of the first three programs created by his boldness and the courage of BDMG, which ultimately, if not had he succeeded, he would have had to bear the loss. Another thing that he told us in our conversations about the book is that it would be very useful for countries in Africa and Asia that have large areas of degraded soil equivalent to our cerrado soils that could be based on what we did here to recover our degraded areas.

			6.There is some delay in some information, as this book was written in the second half of 2020 but should only be published in 2021.

			The message I received via WhatsApp from my friend Martinho, who was a great economist at BDMG, inspired me with the story and idea of this book, the content of which I want to share with all the producers who faced the challenge of clearing the Brazilian cerrado, and, today, the country with the most respected and technical agriculture in the world.

			7.Some data and information may have lost their validity today because it is a historical book with the facts reported at the time of its occurrence.

		

	
		
			4. Dialog through WhatsApp

			Domingos:

			You who know. Is this Paulinelli’s voice?

			What do you think?

			Martinho’s Reply

			Yes, it’s his. I consider him the greatest visionary that Brazil has ever had, with a focus on the agricultural sector, especially on the use of degraded lands in the Cerrado. BDMG was the pioneer in this type of achievement, but did not know how to publicize it. I will make some considerations and give you some information about it.

			The audio of Dr. Alysson Paulinelli dated 7/27/2020

			“My dear Odelmo, I went to check on my computer and it is kind of stuck. But I will pass on to you, by audio, a brief information that you asked for.

			The world today has 7 billion and 600 million inhabitants. Only China and India, today together, have almost half of the world’s population.

			Now we have to consider Africa, which already has more than 1 billion people.

			With growth still vertiginous, the projections for the year 2050, when scholars are imagining that there will be some stability between birth and death, on the face of the earth, the world will have 9 billion and 700 million inhabitants. Many scholars are doubting these numbers, as Asia has made a huge effort on birth control, including China, which only allows one child, has now opened for a second, but with great restriction.

			Africa, for those who know it, and we are working there, is difficult to predict. Africa has less than 20% of the population with purchasing power, the rest live in misery and hunger, and even in a tribal state. There a man has up to 5 wives, in certain countries even more. Men don’t work, it’s women who work. Man only hunts at night and nothing else. The problem of Africa is unknown, but even so, let’s consider that this study has also been done considering Africa.

			We will have, in 2050, around 10 billion people. Now, the great drama is that the organizations that are studying the problem, such as the FAO, the OECD, the World Bank, etc., believe that the food situation becomes a matter of concern. Who fed the world for 4 thousand years was temperate agriculture that practically went bankrupt, bankruptcy no, it exhausted its growth capacity in terms of new areas. Now it is dependent on another agriculture that emerged, thank God, in Brazil, in the last 50 years, Tropical Agriculture. Tropical countries were not competing producers, they extracted more than they produced.

			The only exception was Brazil with cocoa, rubber latex, wood and coffee and other products, which they considered that Brazil would not be able to compete. But we developed a tropical agriculture here, exactly confronting the productive capacity of the temperate climate agriculture regions. We are able to recover degraded areas, such as the Brazilian Cerrado, as it is in Africa and Asia, which are areas similar to our biome. These are the most degraded areas in the world.

			Here, we managed to recompose and refertilize the soil of the Brazilian cerrado, which is the most productive and competitive area in the world today. We’ve already won the market. We have already eliminated the food deficit that we had in the 70’s. In the 80’s, we already managed to win the market, even with the mistakes made here in Brazil, with the lack of strategic vision, mistakes in the command of the economy, public deficit and eight economic plans that were real horrors.

			Now the question arises: if Brazil does not grow, who will guarantee food security? Food safety has two aspects: one is about the quality and health aspects of food that is able to meet consumer requirements, the other is about quantity.

			In this aspect, we are unbeatable. We are already today, in terms of volume and money, the largest exporters in the world. The big productions are still from the United States and China, but they are also the big consumers.

			They consume too much and are unable to compete with Brazil. Their areas are already occupied and China doesn’t even have any more water. The United States has practically reached the limit of occupation of its arable land.

			Therefore, who will have to deal with this new situation are the tropical regions, the so-called tropical biomes. Brazil has 6 biomes, so we have to stop being slow. We have to innovate; we have to create new situations. In addition to winning in commodity agriculture with the production of soybeans, coffee, corn, cotton, oranges, we have to stop and think a little: nobody beats Brazil, in commodity agriculture it is a fact, but we have to make the other side grow. The big thing now is to think a little bit that we’re going to have to adapt to changes in eating habits.

			Rich and developing countries, which have enough money to buy food, are demanding healthier food every day. Not the foods that we call natural, because they are produced without fertilizers, these are not. They are healthy foods that have their qualities guaranteed.

			We are able to do this. One of the ways of fertilizing the soil is through rock. They admit this to be the ideal. The second is from the bio-economy. We can’t stop now. We have already won in the competition of food production in volume and what I call food sold as commodities. We have to win the other side. The other will demand more from us. Brazil has only developed, so far, only 842,000 properties that have already made this revolution.

			But we still have another side, extractive and subsistence agriculture, around 4,500,000 properties that are out of the game and that we need to include in this game, so that the country can be called developed. Therein lies our big difference. To do this, research cannot be carried out in isolation, and unlinked from extension, it has to become extension, technical assistance, oriented credit and management. All this in a market that has to be well worked. We need to create this new phase so that new opportunities arise in Brazil, new skills to occupy a greater share in this market that is being created.

			Now, it is essential that we make a great effort to meet this new demand and to know where the food was produced, how it was produced, how it was handled, where it was stored, how it was transported, who transported it, who embarked at what port, how it arrived in your country and how it arrived on your plate. We have this concern today. So far there has been some slackening. Who has managerial capacity, who is innovative, who has entrepreneurship, has to wake up to this? There will be a lot of opportunity in processing these products. Only in the packaging of these products today, they require a fabulous modification in the handling of the products.

			Today, it requires a modification in the production and processing process that has to be highly technical. This is the case with milk. We cannot export milk, such as powdered milk. This is not smart and the same thing as exporting coffee as a commodity. There has to be change, if there is not this change, we will not occupy the space that is there.

			Brazil has the opportunity to produce 41% of the 61% increase in world demand predicted by FAO for 2050. This does not mean increasing the Brazilian crop by 41%, it has to more than double 2.4 times the current production. We are already producing 250 million tons, but we have to produce 620 million tons. It’s time to serve this market that will be ours if we don’t fool around and we’ll be billing 1 trillion and three hundred billion dollars a year. It is possible to make a country that we dream of, but for that, we have to change this mentality. You who are a leader, a pioneer, let’s fight together, we have to change. Thanks”.

			Some clarifications

			Martinho, given the importance and direction taken with the initiative to efficiently occupy the cerrado, I thought it convenient to extend this comment of mine, which I believe has useful information, especially when PRODECER has already expanded its borders and is now in Mozambique, in Africa.

			Martinho Alexandre de Novais, is an economist and worked at BDMG in the Rural area as an analyst of livestock projects. We took a trip through the Amazon region together. We left Belo Horizonte by car and went up the Belém – Brasília Highway.

			In Belém, we took a plane to Manaus. The return was by ship along the Amazon River to Belém. We returned from Belém along the coast and whenever possible we stayed in a camping area.

			As far as possible, when there was good camping, we enjoyed camping. This allowed us to interact with the most varied types of people, and allowed us to get to know the history of the place better, in addition to providing us with greater freedom.

			I got into the camping habit when I was still a teenager. Later, we created the “The Seven club” in Lavras. We were constantly going out to camp in as many different places as possible. We carried the “things” on our backs, in trains, buses, milk trucks, other means. It was a real adventure.

			Later, already graduated and with other friends, I continued my adventures. When there was no organized camping available, we stayed in places that we found interesting, as in the photo below on the beach in Fortaleza.

			Photo 1 – Camped on the beach in Fortaleza. The one on the left is Martinho, my travel companion. With this tent I camped in practically all of Brazil and in most of the countries of South America

			[image: ]

			Photo from the author’s collection

			Photo 2 – Camping in the area Engenho Monjope located in Pernambuco. With this red car, I traveled practically all over Brazil. Whenever possible, I stayed in a tent. One of the great advantages of camping is that you always meet a lot of people. Staying in a hotel, you usually don’t know anyone, besides being more expensive

			[image: ]

			Let’s go to work

			In doing this work, I did not intend, in any way, to present it within the norms indicated for works of a technical nature.

			On the contrary, it is a report based on my personal experience and experience as an Agronomist during 50 years of career, as an employee and in my own activity, but always in the profession.

			During my professional life, I have taken numerous postgraduate courses. In the end, to receive the certificate it was always necessary to present a work called TCC – Conclusion of Course Work. In these works, as a rule, all sources consulted would have to be indicated as author, title, date, etc. In a work of a scientific nature, I think it’s valid, but in this case, it’s a spontaneous and very personal report and there’s no way to proceed.

			During our professional lives, we often come across “scientific” works that were simply citations from other works, without practically adding anything from the author’s personal experience. They were simply a repetition of information from other authors and almost always without any originality.

			According to the book “The Third Jump” by Fernando Barros and Yoko Teles, 2019, the ninth page of the Introduction, studies carried out by Columbia University and INRIA from France (Using Public Data Researchers Explore on Social Web), points out that, “61% of Twitter users are applied without checking the source. This is bad news for researchers and producers, who believe in the sector’s relevance as an absolute paradigm”.

			The Writer and Psychiatrist Augusto Curi in his book “Master of Love” page 22, 2006 edition, said the following in this regard: “Some have the title of Doctor, but they are mere reproducers of knowledge who repeat and who have studied what others have produced. We need poets of life, engineers of new ideas. We need to surprise people and help them change the foundations of their history”.

			To write this book, I was suggested to search the Internet, for more information, for new photographs to facilitate the work and make it more complete and more attractive. I tried to avoid using this type of font as much as possible; mainly to give more originality to the work.

			Practically the only data obtained through the Internet, were to add current information of the situation in which they are, the Programs PADAP-Program for Directed Settlement of Alto Paranaíba and PRODECER-Program Japanese-Brazilian for Development of the Cerrado.

			The photos used were taken at the time and are from my archive. The bibliographic research was summarized in data obtained from history books currently used in schools and in some other books whose references are inserted in the text. In order for books to be considered didactic, I believe that they must pass through the censorship and approval of the MEC-Ministry of Education and Culture and for this reason I consider them to be a reliable source.

			The initial intention was to restrict the work to the Cerrado. However, due to the importance of the exploitation of the cerrado in protecting the Amazon Biome, serving as a real shield to reduce the pressure of deforestation for the installation of crops and pastures, activities that, in our view, are totally inadequate and incompatible with such a biome so vulnerable and which offers great risks of irreversible changes, mainly in the soil and climate.

			Finally, because of what the Amazon Biome represents for Brazil and for the world and for the disastrous and frustrating exploration initiatives, I decided to include it. Also, I got to know the region reasonably well because I had already done technical feasibility work for the planting of rubber and cocoa, in addition to an internship at SUDHEVEA Superintendence for the Development of Ruber culture (rubber tree) in Rondônia and Northern Mato Grosso.

			I visited practically all Brazilian states and a good part of South America whenever possible, camping in tents. When you are camping in a tent, you have more mobility for moving, you have more contact with the environment and get to know it more and you get to know more people given the simplicity of the system. In Brazil, all I needed to know was the State of Acre. I also decided to include some comments that may cause some controversy, but as the great Lebanese writer Gibran Kalil Gibran said: “if you are moderate in telling the truth, in reality, you are only telling part of the truth”.

			•Implemented the three programs, PCI-Integrated Credit Program, PADAP-Program for Directed Settlement of Alto Paranaíba and PRODECER-Japanese-Brazilian Program for the Development of the Cerrado, all operated by BDMG, in which I had effective participation, I resigned from BDMG and I went to work on my own initiative.

			To help me to answer Martinho’s question about Dr. Alysson, I tried to inform myself through several sources within the pioneering participation of BDMG in the occupation of the cerrado in Minas Gerais. Great was my disappointment. When I found any news, they were superficial, inaccurate and did not report the effective participation of BDMG in the various programs that served as a basis for leveraging agriculture in the State with reflection in other States. The person who should be most interested in publicizing the great success achieved with the Bank’s pioneering work should be the Bank itself. But, they didn’t.

			I thought that this work could contribute to fill, to some extent, this gap. In 1973, I was admitted by BDMG, coming from EMATER-Minas Gerais Technical Assistance and Rural Extension Company, where I worked in technical assistance for the PCI-Program of Integrated Credit, a pioneering program in the occupation of the cerrado. The implementation of the program was already in full swing. From this, my report in this work initially covered, from 1973 to 1988, a period that I remained linked to BDMG. People of outstanding importance and participation, prior to this period, no longer had their names mentioned. I had chosen to cite only those with whom I had contact and, in some way, I had a direct relationship. I came to the conclusion that the work should be added to the period that really portrayed the beginning of the PCI. I passed these concerns on to Agronomist Joaquim Alves Costa, who worked in the period prior to my arrival at BDMG. I asked for his help in reporting the events of this period. He gave me the information that I transcribe in this book.
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