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Introduction



Do you desire to connect and grow with your spouse? If so, we invite you to lean in and embrace each weekly devotional designed to help you create new habits of thinking to enjoy a higher way of living for your marriage.


As small business owners, certified life coaches, and most of all parents of two teenagers and a now twenty-something-year-old, like you, we understand the everyday challenges of life. When we first married, we allowed those challenges to divide us. We lived into our problems instead of God’s purpose. When we made a conscious decision to pursue God’s purpose for our marriage, it changed everything! In saying that, we also understand that living purpose-focused doesn’t just happen. It takes intentionality and discipline. Yet, discipline in and of itself isn’t enough; oneness in marriage takes inspired discipline. So rather than providing you with another have-to-do list, our hope is to provide you with insights that help you uncover God’s vision for your marriage, which in turn produces inspired discipline.


As you read through the following weekly devotionals, you’ll uncover ways to help you create new habits of thought in your relationship, thought-provoking questions to enrich your communication, along with a passage from God’s Word to nurture and welcome God’s specific purpose for your marriage. Take time to embrace each application and pray together. Our hope is to inspire you to live the life God intended.


He created you and your spouse to live Married for a Purpose!
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CONCENTRATE YOUR Attention ON GOD’S Intention
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Concentrate Your Attention on God’s Intention


Ever get tired of to-do lists? If so, you’ll love this simple truth: God’s purpose for your marriage isn’t another thing you need to do; it’s a celebration of who you are. God created every one of us on purpose and for a purpose, and the same holds true for our marriages. But in order for us to live God’s purpose, we need to create godly habits that foster life and welcome His purpose into our everyday living.


Part of welcoming God’s purpose means that we stop focusing on our problems and concentrate our attention on God’s intention. We experience a higher way of living when we choose to look past our hardships and instead look forward and upward to live God’s design, a practice George Washington Carver embraced.


George Washington Carver, a man born into slavery, certainly faced a lot of hardships. But he didn’t allow those hardships to stop him from using his gifts as a botanist and inventor. Instead, Carver went into his private time of study and lifting a peanut toward heaven, prayed, “Lord, we have so many of these. Help me discover the purpose for this peanut.”


And guess what? God did.


God revealed three hundred purposes for the peanut. Wow. Think about it. If God can reveal three hundred purposes for something as seemingly insignificant as a peanut, surely He holds a purpose for your marriage.



This Week’s Scripture


For we are God’s masterpiece.


He has created us anew in Christ Jesus,


so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.


EPHESIANS 2:10 NLT


This Week’s Application


°Each day this week, read Ephesians 2:10 together.


°Discuss how it applies to you as a couple. Ask each another: What do we care about? Who do we care about? How can we use our gifts and talents together for God’s purpose?


°Pray and ask God to reveal His purpose for your marriage.


This Week’s Prayer


Father, reveal your purpose for our marriage. Show us how we can serve you and each other, right where we are, every day.
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MAKE God KNOWN
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Make God Known


As a couple, the highest compliment we experience occurs when our children say, “We see Jesus in you.” Or, “I feel His love when I’m with you.” Wow. What a feeling.


As a spouse (or parent), one of the best ways to cultivate new habits of thinking so we experience a higher way of living is by daily asking, “How can we make God known (most naturally) in our home?” After all, the greatest opportunity to make God known begins within our family relationships.


True, God calls us to make Him known through our random acts of kindness, by extending encouragement or benevolence to outsiders, or even by offering gentle responses to people we encounter day to day. But those same habits of extending God’s love should first be extended to each other. We welcome a higher way of living for our marriage when we daily purpose to make God known in our words and actions to each other in the privacy of our own homes.


Can you imagine how much our relationships would thrive if we as a couple determined one way each day to concentrate on making Him known within the four walls of our home? Can you imagine how much we could impact our culture and future generations if every morning before our feet hit the floor, we invited God to reveal one way we could make Him known to our spouse and to our children?



This Week’s Scripture


“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill


cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and


put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives


light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light


shine before others, that they may see your good deeds


and glorify your Father in heaven.”


MATTHEW 5:14–16


This Week’s Application


°Discuss how Matthew 5:14–16 applies to you as a couple.


°Discuss a few ways you can add value to each other and to your children this week. Then do it!


°When you wake up each morning this week, say a short prayer, asking the Lord how He wants you to make God known through your words and actions to each other and your children.


This Week’s Prayer


Father, remind us to make you known in the way we respond, in the actions we take, and in the way we treat each other. We want to live full-on into your purpose, in a way that pleases you both practically and spiritually.
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BRING God PLEASURE
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Bring God Pleasure


Several years ago, our middle child struggled between two decisions. She vacillated and wondered in which activities she should participate. Heavy-hearted and shoulders slumped, she asked, “Which do you want me to do, cheerleading or dance?” Without hesitation, we responded, “Which would you enjoy the most?”


As you take steps toward living God’s purpose for your marriage, we encourage you to ask yourself the same question. Don’t overcomplicate your marriage purpose. When we align our passions with our service to God, it brings Him pleasure. Just as we desire our children to fully enjoy life, God desires for us to enjoy life to its fullest. Our joint passions combined with our spouse’s reveals His design and purpose for us as a couple. We bring Him pleasure when we use our gifts, talents, and passions to honor Him.


Eric Liddell, a famous Scottish athlete, understood this truth. In the movie Chariots of Fire, he was quoted as saying, “I believe God made me for a purpose, but he also made me fast! And when I run I feel His pleasure.”


Simplify your thoughts and center them on this central truth: God created you and your spouse to bring Him pleasure together. When you submit your gifts, talents, and passions back to Him for His use, you bring Him pleasure.



This Week’s Scripture


For from him and through him and for him are all things.


To him be the glory forever!


ROMANS 11:36


This Week’s Application


°Make a list of the things you love to do (each spouse should make his or her own list). Compare lists. What activities, interests, or passions do you have in common? What do you enjoy doing together?


°Make a list of the gifts and talents you recognize in your spouse. Share what you wrote with the other. Use statements like, “I love how you _____ because that’s a weakness of mine.” Or, “You are so amazing at _____.”


°Consider how you can combine your gifts to bring God pleasure in and through your marriage, and then pray together, asking God how you can use your gifts to bring Him pleasure.


This Week’s Prayer


Father, we want our marriage to bring you pleasure. Cause us to live our life for you by simply being who you already created us to be. Inspire us to recognize each other’s gifts and talents and to encourage each other in them. We desire to honor each other and bring you pleasure in the process.
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DEMONSTRATE GOD’S Unconditional LOVE
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Demonstrate God’s Unconditional Love


Neither of us lived a squeaky-clean life. Even after our conversion, we made huge blunders. One time, in the midst of a really dark season, God showed up in a bar and lovingly impressed on me this single thought: There’s nowhere you can run that my grace won’t find you. Wow. Talk about unconditional love. God didn’t condemn or pay back what I deserved. He demonstrated forgiveness and stirred repentance through His unending grace and unconditional love.
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