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Physical Characteristics of the Norwich Terrier


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Skull: Broad and slightly rounded with good width between the ears.


Ears: Medium size and erect. Set well apart with pointed tips.


Eyes: Small, dark and oval shaped with black rims.
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Neck: Medium length, strong and blending into well laid back shoulders.


Stop: Well-defined.


Muzzle: Wedge-shaped and strong.


Jaw: Clean and strong.


Bite: Scissor.


Foraquarten: Well laid back shoulders. Elbows close to ribs. Short, powerful legs. Pasterns firm.


Weight: Approximately 12 pounds…in proportion to the individual dog’s structure and balance.


Height: Should not exceed 10 inches at the withers.


Tail: Medium docked.


Body: Moderately short. Compact and deep. Good width of chest.


Hindquarters: Broad, strong and muscular with well-turned stifles. Hocks low set.


Color: All shades of red, wheaten, black and tan or grizzle.


Coat: Hard, wiry and straight, lying close to the body with a definite undercoat.


Feet: Round with thick pads.


Topline: Level.
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The Norwich Terrier is one of the smallest terrier breeds, a distinction which the breed shares with its drop-eared cousin, the Norfolk Terrier.




[image: image]


Of the smallest of the terrier breeds, the Norwich Terrier suffers a bit of an identity crisis with his “cousin,” the Norfolk Terrier. Until their official 1964 separation in their homeland, England, the two breeds were considered one and the same and exhibited together in conformation dog shows. The American Kennel Club followed up by separating the breeds in 1979. Even today, although considered separate breeds and with separate breed standards, joint clubs exist for fanciers of both breeds. This is true in the US, with the Norwich and Norfolk Terrier Club as the national club for both breeds.


Many years of discussion preceded the official separation, but members of the English Norwich Terrier Club persevered in their efforts and, in late 1964, England’s Kennel Club divided the Norwich Terrier into two breeds—dogs with the prick-ear (erect) carriage retained the Norwich name and dogs with the drop-ear (folded over) carriage were given the new name, Norfolk.


To help you remember “wich” is which, the Norwich devotee will tell you to think of a witch’s hat, rising to a nice pointed tip—NorWICH. A more subtle physical difference is the Norwich outline—broader, often shorter in neck and lower to the ground. But perhaps more important to the prospective family of a Norwich is the breed’s preference for human company over that of other dogs, his easy adaptation to urban life and his happy-go-lucky nature.
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The Norfolk Terrier possesses ears that fold forward and, like the Norwich, an alert and fearless outlook on life.


Although the Norwich Terrier is of fairly recent origin compared to the pure-bred dog fancy as a whole, records of the breed’s beginnings were not carefully kept. Perhaps this is due to lack of real evidence that the Norwich and Norfolk were planned breeds. Luckily, devoted fanciers of the breed, such as England’s Norwich historian Marjorie Bunting, scrupulously worked to recreate its history.


THE BREED’S BEGINNINGS


It is assumed that this plucky little terrier evolved from English country sportsmen’s breeding small red and black-and-tan terriers from other crosses they already owned, admired and wanted to perpetuate. Historians of the breed do agree, however, that the beginnings of the type we now recognize as the Norwich probably came from Rags, a terrier-type dog owned by Mr. Jack Cooke of Brook Lodge, near Norwich, England, early in the 20th century. Rags was given to Mr. Cooke by his breeder, Mr. E. Jodrell Hopkins, who owned a livery stable in Cambridge and bred dogs known as Trumpington Terriers.


Rags’s dam was similar to the Aberdeen Terrier of that time, small and dark brindle in color. She was mated to a terrier of “Doggy” Lawrence, a dog dealer near Cambridge who bred and often sold small red and black-and-tan terriers to college undergraduates for ratting. These terriers were reportedly bred from crossing the old larger type of Yorkshire Terrier with small Irish Terriers. Norwich historians believe these small Irish dogs may have come from the protectively guarded terriers of Col. Vaughan in southern Ireland, who bred them down in size so that they could catch foxes going to ground in drains.
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Early Cambridge Terriers are believed to be crosses of old-style Yorkshire Terriers (larger than today’s toy breed shown here) and small Irish Terriers (smaller than today’s terrier breed).


We do know that some of these terriers eventually made their way to Cambridge. Rags, no doubt the product of these beginnings, was small with a profuse but hard red coat. Of great character and type, his strengths were evident in his progeny. No matter who his “mate,” his red color and his superior type were passed on to all of his puppies—to the delight of his many supporters.


JONES AND TWO JACKS


It is through Jack Cooke’s onetime employee, Frank “Roughrider” Jones, that the breed became better known. Very partial to the breed, Jones, after moving from the Norwich area to Market Harborough, became a dealer in Norwich Terriers. Hunting people visited the livery stables where he worked and fell in love with his perky red terriers. To fill the demand for puppies, he began buying litters for resale from his old friends in the Norwich area. He crossed hunt terriers with descendants of the coveted Rags, possibly also cross-breeding with Irish Terriers, Glen of Imaal Terriers and Yorkshire Terriers. His “creative” breeding stock was soon named after him, Jones Terriers. Many breeders got their first stock from him. Many of the dogs went to the United States, and Jones even sold a terrier to the King of Spain.
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The Jones Terrier may have involved the breeding of this Irish breed, the Glen of Imaal Terrier, a rare breed that is longer and lower than most other terrier breeds.






THE CAMBRIDGE BETTERS


The Norwich Terrier was a favorite of Cambridge University undergraduates, who enjoyed wagering on the outcome of ratting contests. The unofficial record for ratting goes to a Norwich in Scotland who caught 300 rats and a couple of wild cats over a two-week period.








Red terriers were always abundant in East Anglia, and these earlier types could certainly have been the inspiration behind the Norwich Terrier. One of these well-known “pioneer” red terriers was Aylsham, a little dog rescued from the streets by Mr. Jack Read of Hapton Hall near Norwich. Delighted with Aylsham’s type, he found the terrier’s owner, purchased the little red dog and began using him in the breeding program of his Horstead kennel in the 1920s. He later mated Aylsham back to Jack Cooke’s strain (Rags) to build up his line. His famous dog Horstead Mick, an excellent stud dog, was behind many of the early show winners. In fact, Horstead Mick appears in many Norwich pedigrees today.






PURE-BRED PURPOSE


Given the vast range of the world’s 400 or so pure breeds of dog, it’s fair to say that domestic dogs are the most versatile animal in the kingdom. From the tiny 1-pound lap dog to the 200-pound guard dog, dogs have adapted to every need and whim of their human masters. Humans have selectively bred dogs to alter physical attributes like size, color, leg length, mass and skull diameter in order to suit our own needs and fancies. Dogs serve humans not only as companions and guardians but also as hunters, exterminators, shepherds, rescuers, messengers, warriors, babysitters and more!








EVIDENCE IN OIL


While written records may not reveal the breed’s exact beginnings, art gives us some inspiring clues. “Two Dogs,” painted by Landseer, shows a short-legged, sandy-colored terrier with prick ears, strikingly like the Norwich. Also, a painting by Dyckmans (1811–1888) depicts an early Victorian group with a little drop-eared red dog, like the Norfolk, in its midst. Perhaps most surprising is Jan Van Eyck’s “The Betrothal,” painted back in 1430, which depicts a small dog exactly like the modern prick-eared, stocky Norwich!


A painting may have inspired breeder Jack Read. Breed historians believe that Read bred specifically to produce a dog resembling a painting he had seen of a small red hard-coated dog with straight legs, dark eyes and a firm jaw, not more than 25–30 cm (10–12 inches) high. Hanging in an inn at Wymondham, England, the painting belonged to a Mr. Nichols, who owned and bred dogs and was said to call his dogs “Norwich Terriers.”


UNEARTHING THE NAME AND FUNCTION


The exact beginnings of the breed remain steeped in mystery, and so too does the answer to the question: Why was the breed called the Norwich Terrier? Sometimes called the Trumpington Terrier, other times the Jones Terrier and, early in the century, the Red Norfolk Terrier, the breed was named by Roughrider Jones himself, as legend tells us. If the tale is true, Jones was once asked what these dogs were called and, as he had just come back from Norwich and planned to continue buying many puppies there for resale, he said, “They are Norwich Terriers!”
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The Irish Terrier, as it appears today, is a strong, long-legged breed.
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COLOR CONTROVERSY


Jack Read, one of the earliest breeders of Norwich Terriers, drafted the first breed standard. He felt so strongly that red should be the only color that he resigned from the club when black and tan was officially accepted. Despite the color controversy, black and tan was in evidence very early on, probably in great part due to the Yorkie cross used by “Doggy” Lawrence.





While some sporting owners believe the Norwich to be skilled in hunting fox and badger, most concede that the breed’s greatest skill has always been that of a good ratter. In his natural home, East Anglia, farming for food was of great importance and a small ratting terrier was critical to warding off rats and rabbits. With his courage, skill and stamina, the Norwich Terrier was the ideal worker. There are stories of terriers easily killing over 100 rats in a day’s work.


The name “terrier” may come from the French chien terrier, meaning “dog of the earth.” The small, compact size of the Norwich enables him to do work in areas where other terriers simply don’t fit. On the farm, he is known to slip into potholes, chicken houses and vegetable bins to catch vermin in places too small for most other terriers. Similarly, his size enables him to bolt rabbits and moles from drains, burrows and thick brambles. The game little Norwich will either dig out his prey or drive quarry out for hunters or hounds. He is expected to bark as he works so that his human partner will know where to dig—and, on occasion, know where to find and assist his Norwich! This independent and tenacious terrier is quite likely to take on more than he can handle and may need a helping hand.






THE SADDLEBAG TERRIER


Near the city of Norwich, the Norwich Terrier was developed into a hunt terrier. He was taken out on the hunt, sitting in a saddlebag carried by the hunter on horseback, who followed the foxhounds. The terrier’s head peeked out of an opening, and when the hounds holed a fox, he was put down to bolt it out of the den. Courage and stamina made him a formidable team member.








THE NORWICH TAKES THE RING


The Norwich Terrier has been as showy in the ring as he has been on the farm. England’s Kennel Club officially recognized the breed in 1932 and, that summer, at a show in Richmond, England, Mrs. Phyllis Fagan’s tan prick-eared dog, named Smudge, won Best of Breed over 14 Norwich, making 21 entries in 6 classes. By 1935, breed registrations were sufficient for The Kennel Club to offer Challenge Certificates (CCs), building blocks of a British championship, and the drop-eared Biffin of Beaufin qualified later that year.
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Little Jane of Biffin and Biffin of Beaufin, owned by early breed promoter Mrs. Mainwaring. Biffin of Beaufin was one of the first Challenge Certificate winners in the breed.


In this pre-war period, ongoing controversies stormed regarding the breed’s color and ear carriage. The newly formed Norwich Terrier Club, presided over by Jack Read, drafted the first breed standard, stating that “The coat should be red with no other color.” Although Smudge, the first Best of Breed, had been a black-and-tan, it took three years for that color to be accepted. Norwich historian Marjorie Bunting believes this was really about Ch. Manette, the top black-and-tan show Norwich, whose birth in March 1934 intensified the push for recognition of the color. Looking back at old photographs, there is proof that the color was almost always in evidence.


The decade after the war was a time of vision for Norwich breeders and exhibitors. New records were achieved, many of them by the Whinlatter kennel. Skilled in showing dogs and in the use of professional handlers, the Whinlatter Norwich Terriers were exhibited to perfection. Their controversial trimming was first protested but, when accepted by judges, became standard in the Norwich ring. In 1949, at the West of England Ladies’ Kennel Societies’ show, the bitch CC went to Whinlatter Allercombe Task—the first of 33 Norwich CCs won by that kennel. The most influential Whinlatter dog, however, was Ch. Whinlatter Charade, top-winning Norwich Terrier for 1959, top stud dog from 1962–1967 and the sire of a record 17 English champions. He was responsible for the many black-and-tan Norwich in the 1970s, and, even today, he is behind the pedigrees of almost all of the show kennels.






“I’M TOO FOXY FOR THIS HUNT!”


When hunting a fox, the popular red color and foxy face of the Norwich are definite drawbacks. Many a hunter (and hound) has been momentarily stumped as to which is the fox and which is the terrier! Many feel the Norwich is safer on the farm, worrying off the vermin, especially in the UK where fox hunting has been banned.








The formidable Ragus kennel produced many champions by breeding to its foundation stock of lines from Ida Hardy and Phyllis Fagan. Most successful were their Norwich sired by Ragus Great Guy. In the early ‘60s, they used Ch. Whinlatter Charade, Ch. Whinlatter Cob and Half-a-Bob, giving them another winning run before the breed separation in 1964.


After the separation, the late 1960s saw an impressive win by Culswood Chips Girl, owned by Margaret Cullis. When only 6 months and 12 days old, she began winning three CCs at three consecutive shows in 10 days to become the breed’s youngest champion. Her son, Culswood Chipwood, took a Best of Breed at Crufts, England’s largest show, and, at the National Terrier Show that year, won Best in Show. Ending the year as Britain’s top-winning Norwich Terrier, he was then imported into the US, where he became the second Norwich to win a Best in Show all-breeds.
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The separation of the two breeds, with the drop-eared dogs being called Norfolk (shown here) and the erect-eared dogs Norwich, became official first in the UK, in 1964, and the breeds were shown separately for the first time at the 1965 Crufts Dog Show.


Bill and Pauline Ford dominated the British Norwich Terrier scene in the early 1970s with their purchase of Whinlatter Caprice. Another impressive young dog was Ch. Withalder Locksley, who in 1970 at Crufts took his second CC, was Best of Breed and won the Terrier Group—the first Norwich to win a Championship Show Terrier Group.






A QUESTION OF EARS


No one can own a Norwich without at some point being asked about “the ear controversy.” Right from the breed’s initial recognition by The Kennel Club, problems began to brew. Early on, many breeders bred the prick-eared to the drop-eared, a policy soon abandoned as the resulting ears were often neither up nor down, but somewhere in between! By the 1930s, the breed had almost completely divided and talk began of official separation. Fueling the controversy was the overwhelming amount of prick-eared dogs who won CCs—in spite of more drop-eared dogs registered with The Kennel Club. There were even accusations of ear cropping!


No one type was the original or more correct, as both had been used in the early beginnings of the breed. By 1951, even a Crufts judge got into the fray, claiming difficulty in judging two varieties that differed in much more than merely ear type. Complicating the separation was the question of whether the breed should be divided into two varieties or two completely separate breeds. After many exhaustive years of letters, proposals and meetings between the Norwich Terrier fanciers and The Kennel Club, both groups officially agreed to register drop-eared Norwich as a separate breed called the Norfolk Terrier—not a variety of the Norwich Terrier.


At Crufts in 1965, for the first time, each variety was shown separately—aptly judged by one of the breed’s pioneer show people, Sheila Monckton. In the UK, there are separate clubs for each breed. While the individual clubs continue to emphasize their separation, they do hold an annual joint rally, a match greatly enjoyed by members of both clubs, some who happily own, breed and show both Norwich and Norfolk.








At the Windsor show in 1979, Ragus Gypsy Love, owned by Marjorie Bunting and Lesley Crawley and bred by Freda Bell of Templegrove, was the first Norwich to win Best in Show at an all-breed Championship Show. That same year, she was Britain’s top-winning Norwich Terrier. From that time until today, the Norwich has continued a grand tradition in its homeland as top show dogs, stringing together impressive wins and producing offspring that surpass their predecessors.
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Norwich Terriers continue to win prestigious awards at dog shows, such as this Group One win at the Crufts Dog Show in 1999, continuing the breed’s tradition of success in its homeland.
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This illustration from 1875, penned by the famous dog artist E. C. Ash, depicts “Kate” and “Badger,” dogs which historians now believe to be Norwich Terriers. In their day, the dogs were shown as Irish Terriers because this was the only known red terrier; others believed them to be red Scotties!


THE NORWICH IN THE US


The Norwich Terrier’s original function in the United States was to accompany fox hunters to help bolt the prey that had gone to ground. They were bred to hunt in packs, and several hunt clubs utilized packs of Norwich Terriers on their hunts. The breed was officially recognized by the American Kennel Club in 1936 and was seen with both prick and drop ears until the two varieties were separated into distinct breeds in 1979, with the drop-eared dogs becoming the Norfolk Terrier.


Norwich Terriers performed equally well as show dogs in the US as in the UK. Int. Ch. Thrumptons Lord Brady was the country’s top-winning dog for 1980, topping all breeds in the US. This amazing little dog won 148 Terrier Groups and 66 Bests in Show. Another English import of that time, Int. Ch. Ragus Lothario, won Best in Show all-breeds in the US.


After winning Best of Breed at Crufts in England, Culswood Chipwood was imported into the US and became only the second Norwich to win Best in Show all-breeds. He went on to sire many American champions.


Perhaps the most noteworthy Norwich in the US is Ch. Chidley Willum the Conqueror, owned by Ruth C. Cooper and Patricia P. Lussier-Forrest and bred by Karen Anderson. On February 15, 1994, this outstanding terrier won America’s most prestigious dog award, Best in Show at the famed Westminster Kennel Club show. For many Americans, this televised event was the first time they had encountered the breed. Within 24 hours, Norwich breeders all over the country were taking calls from viewers who were enchanted by this pint-sized personality.






WILLUM RULES


The first Norwich Terrier brought to the US was purchased from Roughrider Jones at Market Harborough in England by Robert Strawbridge of Pennsylvania in 1914. The dog’s name was Willum. Eighty years later, in 1994, for the first time, a Norwich Terrier was winner of Best in Show at Westminster, America’s most prestigious dog event. His name? Ch. Chidley Willum the Conqueror!








Just three years later another Norwich came along, this time a bitch, Ch. Fairewood Frolic. “Rocky,” as her many fans called her, was Top Dog of all breeds in the US in 1997 and topped her career off in 1998 with Best in Show at Westminster. A Canadian-bred Norwich, she was owned by Alexander and Glorvina Schwartz and handled by Peter Green.


AROUND THE WORLD


English and Swedish breeders have worked together for years, producing some wonderful Norwich in a cooperative effort to improve the breed. Swedish-bred Int. Ch. Cobby’s Timothy Gyp went to England in 1989, the first imported UK champion, and won Best of Breed at Crufts in 1992. Top stud dog in that same year, his offspring, Elve Sir Tarquin, repeated the feat in 1994. Sweden’s Ch. Cobby’s Bun O’Honey spent a few years in England, winning top bitch of 1992 and then returning home to become top-winning Norwich. Her son, Ch. Elve The Viking, was top stud dog in 1995 and 1996. He was the third Norwich to take a top Crufts Group award.


The Norwich Terrier can be found in many other countries today, including Canada, Finland, Switzerland, Germany, France and the Netherlands. National kennel clubs are a good source of information if you wish to contact breeders in other countries.
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Breeders of Norwich and Norfolk Terriers are not as feisty as the little dogs they breed. In some countries, like the US, the two breeds share a breed club as well as many fanciers.
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“Clever, quick and courageous” aptly describes this dynamic duo of Norwich Terriers.
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From the breed’s early beginnings in East Anglia, to see a Norwich Terrier was to fall in love at first sight. Little has changed over the years. Family companion or able farm assistant, this is a breed with charm and know-how. And he knows it. Clever, quick and courageous, he will astonish you with his tenacity and amuse you with his sense of humor. But, above all, he will give you his heart, asking nothing more than yours in return…and, perhaps, a daily romp around the neighborhood or countryside and an opportunity to “oversee his property” and show off his agility and keen love of sport.


The idea of the breed was to produce a dog, game on the farm or in the field but agreeable and small enough to be a suitable household companion. Today’s Norwich is that—and more. This is a dog lovable in both looks and personality. He is handsome and winsome. Rugged, yet so cuddly in appearance that you just want him to snuggle up beside you. His wiry, weather-resistant coat, in shades of red, black and tan, wheaten or grizzle, easily keeps him clean and fresh. His face is a wonderful combination of foxy cunning and childlike innocence. His coat is easy to maintain, requiring only regular brushing (a quick daily once-over is suggested) and baths as needed.






A TRAINABLE TERRIER!


Do not let your Norwich “train” you! Independent thinkers, these bright little terriers respond well to patience and praise and prove happy, eager workers. Quite a few Norwich have distinguished themselves in obedience, tracking and terrier trials.
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The beguiling face of the Norwich Terrier belongs to an avid and able hunter.


The virtues of the Norwich’s personality are endless. While early admirers praised his work capability, his love of human companions and sensitivity make him an ideal family dog, adaptable to almost every contemporary lifestyle, be it city or rural. This breed is happy with the young and old, although, obviously, children should be instructed to treat their Norwich companion carefully, with kindness and respect. Likewise, inactive or older owners need to address the breed’s love of play and exercise. Further, children and dogs should always be supervised together. Children must be taught to keep doors closed, gates locked, etc., for their dog’s safety, and adults must ensure that these rules are followed.


Your Norwich may have a favorite in the family, but he will be kind to all, even newcomers, once given the opportunity to assess and sniff. He loves to investigate, often standing alert with a paw raised, waiting in anticipation for some excitement. While he would never attack a person, he is a good little watchdog, sounding an alarm when strangers venture too close. A delivery person should expect to be “announced” by your Norwich.


Small but not fragile, assured but not quarrelsome, the Norwich is amicable with other dogs. Nevertheless, he is a terrier and, since no one has ever told him that he is one of the smallest of his group, he may well assert himself with bold play and an officious manner. He will take no nonsense if challenged, but if he meets the right pal, a great friendship could ensue, and you will have the fun of seeing your terrier at play. The Norwich is surprisingly tolerant of other animals, particularly if brought up with another species. That said, supervising your Norwich around any “small, furry mammals” is an absolute necessity. Norwich were bred to go after these types of animals, remember? One breeder tells the tale of a friend’s terrier befriending a vixen, his “so-called foe,” so you never know what to expect from your Norwich.






MEET THE NORWICH


Cute and clever? Without a doubt. But how about fearless and feisty? Independent? Digger? Chaser of small furry animals? All of the above. Call it “The Terrier Factor”—the traits most frustrating to pet owners, but prized by terrier breeders. These traits actually were incorporated into the first Norwich Terrier breed standard: “To sum up, the terrier should be a little demon.”


That said, expect the Norwich Terrier, a hardy pint-sized package of action and attitude, to take over your home with the utmost charm, affection and happy-go-lucky sense of humor. As you continue to read about the Norwich Terrier, its care, training and breed traits, decide for yourself if you are game enough for this fearless little imp, indefatigable in his work and devoted to his human companions.
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The Norwich is a very intelligent breed and easily trained, though the breed requires a trainer who is sensitive and responsible.


Any Norwich breeder will first tell you that this is a highly sensitive dog. A Norwich wants nothing more than to learn your language, tune in to your needs and anticipate what makes you happy. Look into the eyes of a Norwich and you will see the gratitude, wonder and joy that he takes in being your special friend. His faith in you will never waver, and you will want to deserve that trust by providing him with a life of happiness and well-being. Key to this is keeping him in the home, actively involved with family life. A Norwich should never be kept outside in a kennel. He may love the outdoors, but human contact is his reason for being. He will thrive mentally and physically only if by your side.
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