

[image: ]






eISBN 978-1-60765-134-5


ISBN 978-1-57421-417-8


COPY PERMISSION: The written instructions, photographs, designs, patterns, and projects in this publication are intended for the personal use of the reader and may be reproduced for that purpose only. Any other use, especially commercial use, is forbidden under law without the written permission of the copyright holder. Every effort has been made to ensure that all information in this book is accurate. However, due to differing conditions, tools and individual skills, neither the author nor publisher can be responsible for any injuries, losses, and other damages which may result from the use of the information in this book.


INFORMATION: All rights reserved. All images in this book have been reproduced with the knowledge and prior consent of the artists concerned and no responsibility is accepted by producer, publisher, or printer for any infringement of copyright or otherwise, arising from the contents of this publication. Every effort has been made to ensure that credits accurately comply with information supplied.


WARNING: Due to the components used in this craft, children under 8 years of age should not have access to materials or supplies. Under rare circumstances components of products could cause serious or fatal injury. Neither New Design Originals, Suzanne McNeill, the product manufacturer or the supplier is responsible.


NOTE: The use of products and trademark names is for informational purposes only, with no intention of infringement upon those trademarks.


© 2012 by Calista Taylor and New Design Originals Corporation, www.d-originals.com, an imprint of Fox Chapel Publishing, 800-457-9112, 1970 Broad Street, East Petersburg, PA 17520.


Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data


Taylor, Calista.


 Steampunk your wardrobe / Calista Taylor.


      p. cm.


    ISBN 978-1-57421-417-8 (pbk.)


 1. Dress accessories. 2. Steampunk culture. I. Title.


 TT649.8.T39 2012


 391.4’4--dc23


2012007835


eBook Version 1.0







[image: ]




[image: ]




[image: ]




DEDICATION


I would like to dedicate this book to my husband and girls for putting up with me as I took over the house with my projects. I would also like to thank my family and my critique partners for their endless support.




ACKNOWLEDGMENTS


I would like to thank Sierra Gitlin for being such a wonderful model and the Charles River Museum of Industry for allowing us to shoot photographs there.




ABOUT THE AUTHOR


[image: ]


Calista Taylor is an author of steampunk/gaslight romances and non-fiction craft books, and also works as a book cover designer. She resides in New England with her husband, her two girls, an ancient cat, and a crazy dog.


When not running things over with a sewing machine or lacing herself into a corset, Calista can be found tapping away on her laptop, tormenting her characters, and riddling the streets of Victorian London with dead bodies and heaving bosoms. She’s also a creative cook who can’t follow recipes, a versatile crafter, and a happy geek.
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Lace-edged Pantaloons; Victorian Lace Shirt
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Hiked-up Skirt
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Brown Capelet




[image: ]


Knit Bolero; Steampunk Charm Necklace







STEAMPUNK YOUR WARDROBE


INSIDE YOU’LL LEARN ABOUT...
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…producing cabbage rose embellishments.
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…taking proper measurements.
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…creating flawless ruffles.
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…the origins of Steampunk.
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…adding lace trim.
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…creating basic accessories.
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…working with chains.
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…making invisible stitches in lace.
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…crafting simple clothing designs.
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…bustling a skirt.
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…adding a lining to a bag.
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…working with leather.







AN INTRODUCTION TO STEAMPUNK


Though the term steampunk did not exist until the 1980s, the mix of Victoriana and fictional technological inventions that are prominent elements of the style first appeared in the writings of Jules Verne, Mary Shelley, and H. G. Wells.


Steampunk evolved into a subgenre of speculative science fiction that usually takes place during the Victorian era or in a world where Victorian aesthetics and ideologies are dominant. Always present are technological advances—often steam driven—that did not necessarily exist during the story’s time period. While these fictional devices may be far more advanced than even our current technologies, they are always in keeping with the aesthetics of the story’s setting. The technology is often used to better the lives of the characters and erase the inequalities of society that were so dominant during that time period.


Today, steampunk extends well beyond a genre of fiction. Its unique aesthetic can be found in clothing, jewelry, art, and everyday household items, often combining a Victorian feel with a modern twist, but always open to interpretation. As a result, steampunk is quite adaptable and flexible—from something Victorian in a traditional sense to something that has more of a post-apocalyptic feeling, as if a modern society has returned to the ways of old.


Often there’s a re-appropriation of items, which can reflect the ingenuity found in the genre and aesthetic. A modern suit jacket can be gathered in the back and embellished with lace. A long skirt can be gathered, bustled, and hitched. Plastic welder’s goggles can be altered and painted so they resemble the goggles of an airship captain. Sometimes, it is as simple as adorning an existing article with steampunk elements. Whether projects are original or created through alteration, there is no right or wrong. This makes it easy for novice and expert alike to participate in this fascinating and expanding culture.
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Plum Shirt





Steampunk has seen such growth in recent years that it is often present in mainstream society, though people may not realize that an object is indeed steampunk or steampunk-inspired. From fashion, jewelry, and accessories that have taken on a modern Victorian feel, to recent movies such as Sherlock Holmes, Alice in Wonderland, and Hugo, steampunk can be found almost anywhere. With steampunk conventions popping up across this country and in other parts of the world, it is clear steampunk is a movement that is growing by leaps and bounds.


Though it is easy to create a head to toe steampunk outfit for a special event, adding individual pieces to a traditional wardrobe creates a unique flair that will still feel current and can be worn day to day. Also, since many items are repurposed, it is a great and inexpensive way to update out-of-style pieces and invigorate a wardrobe.


In addition to projects that repurpose already made clothing items, this book includes easy to make original items. Common elements of steampunk clothing are ruffles, pleats, lace, antiqued metals, leather, gears, airships, watch parts, octopi, and sparrows. Though there’s usually a Victorian feel, steampunk also includes clothing with a safari, military, or aeronautical feel, harkening to the Victorian period’s explorations and military ventures.


The best part of steampunk is that it is open to interpretation. So find your adventurous side, throw caution to the wind, and create your own style and version of steampunk.
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Steampunk Charm Necklace


Leather Waist Cincher







ABOUT THIS BOOK


Though steampunk fashion can often be taken to an extreme, the projects in this book are intended to introduce steampunk into your wardrobe by incorporating steampunk-inspired items. While some projects are made from scratch, most repurpose existing items, allowing you to breathe new life into objects you may have hidden away in your closet. Please feel free to use these instructions as a starting point, then add your own flair so you can make each creation truly your own. There are no rules when it comes to steampunk, so I hope you’ll have fun with it.




CHAPTER 1


GETTING STARTED


When looking for clothing to repurpose, start with your own closet. Clothing that never gets worn or has gone out of style is usually perfect for repurposing. If you cannot bring yourself to cut up or alter an expensive article of clothing, check local thrift stores, yard sales, and secondhand clothing or consignment shops. Most of the repurposed articles of clothing in this book came from the local church rummage sale or flea market.


For best results, choose items that already lean toward a Victorian aesthetic. Double-breasted, military-styled coats, long full skirts, and garments with puffy shoulders, fitted waists, or waists that cinch are all easily converted to steampunk style. When it comes to color, steampunk tends to use a lot of earth tones, particularly shades of brown. If the fabric has a pattern, it tends to be traditional. As a result, it is best to avoid modern or trendy colors and prints. Many steampunk elements can be found not only in the jewelry section of a craft store, but also in the scrapbooking section, and even the hardware store. Fabric and craft stores are also excellent resources, as are online stores and websites, such as the supply section of www.Etsy.com.
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