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for Jo





i. data collection






Baby



for Helen


Baby travels


trains, collecting


faces. (Baby may seem


carried, but is, in fact,


directing.) Baby takes in


all ages, colours,


male, female,


other. Baby understands


the need for data.


Baby’s favourite


is the oldest: its valleys,


shades and loose-pinned


edges. When Baby is removed


there are thoughts


of screaming. Instead


Baby scrolls through


images amassed. One day,


thinks Baby, I will not be


so smooth, so new. Let me


be old, prays Baby. Let me not


be carried. Let me wait


alone on dark platforms,


knowing and not knowing where


or why I’m going.





1 & 2



1.


Catch me, appled, love, oh catch me. Dimpled, I am sweeter, loves of honey, men and ministries. You talk me, peached; I sink. And sinking, trip. I fly. Summon me troops, warn me whispered, take me longing, fighting, sleepless.


2.


Night will come and then the night will come and then the rain. The night comes, rained, and you are more night to my rain, darkened we are only shuttered, and after dark. And after.





Advice for the traveller



Fall, if possible


within an hour of your arrival


in any new city. Fall well


on knees and hands, in public,


make sure you are seen. Bleeding


is optional. If someone immediately


lifts you without pausing


his mobile conversation, you will know


this is a place worth staying in. Limp


to the nearest park, sit and watch


locals by a fountain, dozing, kissing,


walking dogs. Do not rush. If you have
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