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Introduction


International Animal Rescue’s (IAR) work helping to save orangutans began in late 2009. When IAR heard of the urgent need to help rescue the growing number of orphaned orangutans in West Kalimantan (Indonesian Borneo) there was no time to delay and the charity responded immediately.


Led by the indomitable vet Karmele Llano Sanchez, IAR’s orangutan rescue and rehabilitation centre is now the most modern in all of Indonesia with over 80 orangutans in its care. With a team of close to 60 people, mostly Indonesian, supplemented from time to time with overseas volunteers, the centre is making a big difference to the lives of many orangutans that are being rescued and gradually rehabilitated back to protected forest where they are monitored to ensure their future safety.


Saving orangutans, as we shall see, is easier said than done. It’s often dangerous, frequently heartbreaking, and always physically demanding. It takes very special, highly skilled people to rescue and rehabilitate orangutans, but these remarkable people acknowledge their work is only possible because of the kind support received from donors and sponsors across the world.


We hope “Orangutan Rescue” will illustrate and explain the work carried out in this remote area of Borneo, introduce the people involved and show how donors’ money is being put to excellent use saving these magnificent animals.


Orangutans arrive in rescue centres for one reason. Their forest home has been destroyed, often their mothers have been killed and the babies taken to sell as pets. It’s fair to say, every orangutan you see in this book is a victim either of the palm oil industry or the logging industry. Left alone, orangutans would live happily in the forests of Borneo and Sumatra. Sadly, their peace was shattered decades ago. The first threat came from loggers, both legal and illegal, with an eye for a quick profit from the then vast forests spread across Borneo and Sumatra.


The next threat came when land laid bare and abandoned after being logged attracted the attention of the palm oil industry. For at least the last twenty five years forests and wildlife have been decimated. Wildlife not killed for food is instead captured and sold illegally on the black market.
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An increasing demand from an ever growing worldwide population for cheap cooking oil, has led to a gold rush fever engulfing Indonesia and Malaysia. Palm oil has become the world’s most versatile and profitable vegetable oil. Just as the wood from Borneo found its way into our homes, so has palm oil. It’s in biscuits, margarine, soap powder and countless everyday household products. Thankfully, after years of deserved bad publicity, the palm oil industry has begun to mend it ways.


International Animal Rescue is committed to rescuing and rehabilitating as many orangutans as possible and giving them a second chance to live safely in a secure natural habitat. Over 100 orangutans have been rescued in the first five years.


For more information on orangutans and how you can adopt one for yourself or as a special gift to a friend or loved one, please visit www.internationalanimalrescue.org
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