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Chapter One

Planning Your Orchard

I need space for an orchard … don’t I?

Fruit from your own orchard – what a wonderful thought! Freshly picked or stored for winter, no food miles, healthy and free from artificial chemical inputs – organic if you choose – a bountiful harvest to share with family and friends. But so many people shrink from the idea, thinking that they need masses of space, a field perhaps, or at least a large lawn dedicated to the fruit trees.

If you do happen to have a field begging to be converted to a standard commercial orchard, then the ideal trees exist for the purpose. But if you have nothing more than a balcony or patio, you can still plant a few fruit trees in pots and expect to get fruit from them. When an inventory of Scotland’s orchards was undertaken in 2014, the criterion for being an orchard was having more than five fruit trees.1 We counted up the ones we have secreted about our garden and got to forty very quickly! They do not need to be in a traditional orchard layout of rows. A surprising number can be accommodated along walls and fences and, if space is lacking, this need not be a problem as there are good dwarf trees available that are very productive.
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Amazingly productive trees still survive in many old traditional orchards.



In short, you can choose a tree that will fit nicely into any town garden and you can also find a grand, towering specimen befitting an old, traditional orchard. By the end of this book, we hope you will know just how to make the right choices for a successful orchard of any size.

Is my soil good enough?

Most fruit trees are marvellously adaptable and it’s worth bearing in mind that many ‘poor’ soils are just soils that are trying to do better – and can be improved. Contaminated or poisoned ground would not be a good choice for your orchard, but by building deep, raised beds or investing in large planters, you can introduce soil and compost that will not harm your trees. Extremely acid soil (pH4 and under) is challenging, but fruit trees can grow in a wide range of acidity/alkalinity. Lime can be added to offset high acidity, although this needs to be done regularly. If you happen to live in the midst of acid ‘peat bog’, you might want to consider focusing on blueberries and cranberries, which like acidity – but remember that the planter/raised bed option is still there for apples and pears.

Dry, sandy soils, particularly on south-facing slopes, can be a source of drought stress for fruit trees and can also be less fertile. Be sure that you can get water to them easily, especially in spring. With climate change, droughts are something we must be increasingly aware of right across the country, although eastern parts and particularly the south-east of England are likely to be most affected. As for the lack of fertility, mulching with organic matter regularly and building fertility through green manures and other strategies can compensate for this (more on that in Chapter 4).

Don’t worry too much if you have clay soil. Clay may be a nightmare to dig when dry and horribly sticky when wet, but it is also extremely fertile and holds water and nutrients for your trees to get at them. Some of the finest apple and pear orchards in Scotland in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries were planted on the outrageously claggy clays of the Carse of Gowrie in Perthshire. Some are still thriving, despite seasonal waterlogging. But try to avoid putting your trees where water sits for extended periods. Snow melt that lies for a while but eventually drains is manageable, but if you see nothing but rushes, flag iris or other water-loving plants, avoid that spot. Fruit trees are adaptable, but they are not aquatic!

Finding the best locations for your orchard trees

Trees will bear the best fruit if they have shelter from the wind, plenty of warmth and sunlight from March to October and enough water. This suggests that a south-west facing position is always better than a north-easterly one, as it will get more sunlight in early spring and late autumn. However, it could also frequently be in the teeth of prevailing westerly winds. In northern Europe, to get the best of both worlds, you will need to consider what shelter from the west your site already offers for an orchard and whether you can provide more in the form of shelter belts. Plant shelter belts of fast-growing trees at the same time as (or before) the orchard. Trees such as hazel and alder can be coppiced if they are getting too tall. Coppicing – cutting to the base – also encourages them to thicken up.

All houses have at least four walls. One or two will have a more or less southerly aspect and will be ideal for training fans or espaliers of pear trees, which blossom and ripen well with the reflected warmth and shelter. The house itself is a source of shelter, as are sheds, garages, fences, hedges and greenhouses. Tall shrubs and trees provide protection for an orchard. Conifers are particularly helpful, as their foliage usually runs right down to the ground, filtering out biting winds and slowing their speed. All evergreens provide year-round protection for early blossom, which is so prone to wind damage when the branches of deciduous shelter trees are bare. If you are shuddering at the thought of planting a Leylandii hedge – or simply don’t have the space anyway – remember that sources of shelter in neighbouring properties are just as valuable. The wind knows no boundaries!
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Use your walls to grow fruit trees.



There are some situations where extreme measures might be taken to get a good crop from fruit trees. Fruit growers are nothing if not enterprising and determined. From the happily fruiting apple tree we’ve seen planted through the shelter of a vehemently tough rhododendron on the Atlantic coast of the Hebridean Isle of Lewis to dwarf cherry trees planted in polytunnels by commercial and amateur growers, there are solutions. Cherry trees are 100 per cent hardy, but so are blackbirds, which compete with the wind to keep humans and their cherries apart, hence the polytunnels. We also know apple orchards producing excellent crops in polytunnels on the Isle of Mull, whose citizens are not likely to let the odd blast of icy wind off the Atlantic get between them and their fruit! If you yearn for fruit that needs a little more warmth and sun than your climate presently provides, apricots and figs in the north will fruit better, earlier and sweeter if you incorporate them into a greenhouse or conservatory. You could even get lemons …
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Thriving apple tree in Finstown, Orkney.
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Fig trees, which thrive on warm, sunny walls.



Of course, too much shelter – or shelter that’s too tall – will cut off essential light and warmth. There has to be a trade-off and every situation will demand a different compromise. A garden at sea level on a western coast, or a farm orchard at 250m (820ft) altitude in hill country, will need lots of shelter to thrive, so some sunlight will have to be sacrificed. An orchard at the head of a deep, south-facing valley, or a garden in a woodland glade, may be fine for shelter, but sites for trees will need to be selected for maximum sunlight.

The risks to orchard trees from the weather

From the preceding comments about shelter, you will have guessed that windy weather can be detrimental to successful fruit growing. There are several ways in which the orchard is affected by wind:


• Strong winds between March and May can literally rip the blossom from trees – no blossom, no fruit.

• Bees and early pollinators won’t be able to fly in strong winds, reducing the numbers of fruit formed.

• In August and September, wind can tear leaves to shreds, break branches and blow unripe fruit off the tree.



However, wind – and cold temperatures – in winter rarely do much damage, as the trees are dormant and not in leaf, so there is little wind resistance. Snow lying for any length of time has no direct effect, but beware of the voles sheltering cosily under the snow and spending the winter munching through the bark and shallow roots at the foot of each tree. Also a risk are rabbits using heavy snowfalls to reach above the rabbit guard you thought was protecting your trees, for a meal of the bark above it.

Frost is a perennial problem in most parts of the British Isles. None of our commonly-grown orchard trees will succumb to it themselves – but blossom can. Frosts up until mid-April can kill the exposed blossom of early flowering trees such as cherry-plum and pear, with early apples also at risk. Curiously, if the blossom escapes and the fruit is well set, it is less susceptible, although late frosts can damage embryonic fruitlets and newly unfurling leaves in April. There are some more frost-hardy varieties reputed to give reliable crops on cold sites; for example, Keswick Codlin apples. However, the problem can’t be avoided by only planting late-flowering varieties of apple, as late frosts can still play havoc right through May in many areas and in some years. This is one very good reason for planting a mixed orchard – something we will return to. At least then you will get a crop of something every year.
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Cherry-plum in flower, 18 March.
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This wind-damaged pear is still alive!



Summer brings fewer challenges to fruit growers from the weather. Indeed, warmth brings fruit on nicely, but extreme weather such as a late summer hailstorm can still damage ripening fruit. In mainland Europe, commercial growers put up enormous nets over trees to protect the crop from hailstones. And although heat and sunshine are usually considered very welcome by orchard owners, there are cases where intensely hot sun has caused the bark on exposed trees to split and fruit literally to get sunburn – a warning not to prune away protective foliage too harshly in summer.

What about the changing climate?

Yes, our climate is changing and we are seeing long-term trends that are still hard to predict. Apples appear to be flowering some fourteen days earlier than they did forty years ago, providing more evidence of climate warming. Warmer summers may be good for producing better fruit in the north of Scotland, but bad news if you’re in the south of France – or England – where droughts are becoming the norm.

Climate warming on a global scale brings changes in air currents that also usher in more rain and more floods – and great uncertainty. The kinds of fruit we can grow may change, making experimentation on a small scale worthwhile, but there are no certainties. It will become increasingly hard to protect your fruit trees, as you simply will not be able to judge what will be thrown at them next by weather extremes. This is another reason not to put all your eggs in one basket; it is best to grow a range of species and a range of varieties of each major type, and to grow them in different ways.

Orchard styles

Just as there is no set size for an orchard, there is no correct way to organise the trees and the layout should reflect your personal tastes, convictions and the features of the space chosen. Here we look at some of the more obvious styles, all of which can be adapted to suit your site.

The traditional orchard

If you have a very large lawn (more than 100sq m [1,076sq ft]) or expanse of grass and do not incline towards endless mowing and neat, green stripes, planting fruit trees in traditional rows (running north to south for maximum sunlight) might be your answer. The advantage of rows is that it’s easier to carry out essential grass cutting with machinery than informal spacing, though there’s no necessity for straight lines if you can manage the space in-between.
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Informal orchard.



In old orchards, 5m (16ft) spacing was the norm, separating tall, spreading standard trees on vigorous rootstocks. As gardeners retired, or were lost for war, pruning tended to be neglected. This became an issue with such large trees and much fruit would never be picked. Traditional towering trees came to be seen as wasteful. It is perfectly possible, however, to adopt a traditional style, but use trees on less vigorous rootstocks to overcome these problems. Crucially, a wide mix of species and varieties can be planted, including local heritage trees. This makes the style ideal for community orchards. Make sure that the names of the trees don’t get lost – if it’s a public space, clear labels and information add value and create interest.

Whatever the rootstock, free-standing trees will still need to be 3–5m (10–16ft) apart from each other, so calculate the number of trees you can fit in by drawing a rough plan. Plums and damsons tend to be taller and grow more vigorously than apples and pears, so avoid planting them at the south end and shading out the latter. Plums and damsons are also more at ease growing in part-shade than apples and (especially) pears. Damsons under taller trees, or planted in a hedge, can still produce well.

The traditional orchard will later give you lots of options for maintaining the sward of grass underneath. Try not to design for strimmers! For starters, it does not have to be just grass. Gooseberries, strawberries and other soft fruit have been grown in alleys under orchard trees successfully in many areas, such as Scotland’s famous Clyde Valley Orchards, which have seen quite a revival in recent years. Design the width of the alley to suit the crop and to facilitate easy weed control.
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Sheep eat fruit trees, so be warned!



Chickens can also be kept in the orchard, once the trees are well established enough for the roots not to be scratched to pieces, but ducks and geese are far better grazers if you want to cut down on mowing. Sheep in the orchard look romantic, but please box in the trees to keep them really well protected. We are convinced that lambs can pass through the eye of a needle if there’s an apple tree to browse on the other side of it. Also, remember that the reason the piggy-wig in the wood had a ring through the end of his nose, his nose, was to stop him digging up the trees ...

The walled garden

The traditional Scottish walled garden – also found in the rest of Britain – was designed and sited to grow phenomenal crops, avoiding the forays of farm and wild animals, as well as occasionally brutal and punishing weather hazards. Considering the outside and inside of the garden, there are eight wall borders, two each of north-, east-, south- and west-facing. Four are in a protective enclosure, four open to the elements but with walls behind them. If you can replicate this on any scale, you will have dazzling opportunities!

Traditionally, the shadier outside walls would be occupied by nursery beds of young plants and trees, but those walls getting good sunlight would also be planted with fans, espaliers and cordons of suitable fruit trees. Remember, a wall not only shelters and supports the tree planted against it, but also reflects the warmth and sunlight it receives. Inside the walled garden, a microclimate is created by shelter and reflected heat, making for remarkable possibilities. North-facing walls are shady for a good part of the day, but the soil stays moist and these conditions suit the acid ‘cooking’ cherries such as Morello and the shade-tolerant black, red and whitecurrants. Damsons are content on a north wall, too, but will produce better fruit on east- and west-facing walls, which will receive most of their sunlight either in the morning or afternoon, thus providing plenty of ripening time. West-facing walls suit most apples, plums and greengages, but be aware that, even in an enclosed garden, they may also get more wind. East walls tend to be colder, but early-fruiting apples, plums and cherries, as well as soft fruit, can be trained against them.
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Fruit trees can be grown to a fan shape on walls.



South-facing walls? Everything mentioned above will thrive – but be aware that the soil against south walls dries out in hot weather and cherries will hate this. Pear trees love being against a south-facing wall. Traditional walled gardens often had part of the south wall occupied by glasshouses, in which vines and more tender fruit would be grown. It’s common in Scotland to see chimneys poking incongruously from the wall (which was hollow). A boiler heated the spaces between the inner and outer wall, creating yet more warmth for peaches, nectarines and apricots to flower without risk from frost and to encourage fruit to ripen early out of doors. In the south-east corner, basking in sun and shelter, there would be fig trees. You don’t necessarily need the boiler and hollow wall, by the way – we know of peach trees in Scotland still fruiting regularly in walled gardens where the fires have long been extinguished.

So, a mini-walled garden may be for you – or, perhaps, a community can take on and restore a derelict one. It’s been done….

The forest garden orchard

Permaculture, forest gardening, or food forests are alternative ways to envisage your orchard. These are definitely options if you have limited space but want to harvest maximum food from your garden. They are a way forward, also, for larger-scale, community-led initiatives in public open spaces. Fruit (and nut) trees are grown as the forest canopy species in an area or bed that also contains food-producing shrubs such as berries and currants, nitrogen-fixing and soil-improving shrubs (preferably with an edible or other use), plants for pollinators and wildlife, plus a range of herbs and edible perennial plants as the ground layer. The fruit trees will, of course, provide shade. In a small plot, this might be too much, but can be remedied by using dwarfing rootstocks and training the trees as cordons or stepovers on the perimeter.
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Trees grown closely together as cordons against a wall.



A forest garden should be allowed to develop organically, especially with regard to ground layer and low shrubs, and how it’s maintained will be suggested by what is happening naturally. For example, mint in the ground layer might become too dominant and need controlling, or an optimistic inclusion of an olive tree might fizzle out and be replaced by a tougher berry. It’s a different way to grow food. It can all go pear-shaped (one hopes!), but it can also be amazingly productive and is excellent news for biodiversity and the planet.
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Upright cordons are productive, do not cast much shade and take up little space.
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Edible hedges need to be allowed to grow to produce fruit.



One popular variation on the forest garden that can be incorporated into many domestic gardens and works brilliantly in community projects is the ‘edible fruiting hedge’, mixing native shrubs with ‘top fruit’ (orchard trees) and ‘soft fruit’ (shrubs bearing berries and currants), nuts and climbers. It is a good way of making use of the vertical space in restricted areas.

The patio orchard

There’s no such thing as a dwarf fruit tree … but you can buy a fruit tree of most types on a very dwarfing rootstock that will give you a miniature tree and plenty of fruit if planted in a large enough container (minimum 20ltr [4.5gal]). We’ll tell you more about rootstocks and the ones to get for the patio orchard in Chapter 3. If you have paving laid on sand over soil, consider lifting one or two slabs and planting a fruit tree in the gap. Think about the space-saving ways of training fruit trees as cordons or stepovers (described in Chapter 5). You could probably fit three cordon apples against a balcony. One advantage of the patio orchard is that tender varieties can be moved about or indoors if bad weather is forecast – and of course you have flexibility to change things around. There are also usually handy areas of wall on which to capitalise!
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Apples and pears can do very well in a half-barrel.



The commercial orchard

If your proposed orchard is going to work in a commercial sense, easy maintenance is essential. Planting in straight rows is a good start, as is making the rows the right width apart for the minimum number of passes of whatever you will be using to mow or maintain the orchard. Do not forget to allow for a turning circle at the end of each row. The closer the spacing is between trees in the rows, the easier it will be to cut weed competition. This is usually achieved by chemical control in the commercial world, but it doesn’t have to be and isn’t in our fruit gardens – weed-suppressant ground matting and mulching will also do the job. Wildflower verges to the orchard will help to attract pollinators.

You can only have the trees very close if you use a dwarfing or very dwarfing rootstock (see Chapter 3). Harvesting the crop will also be easier from dwarf trees – no climbing! The fruit can be picked from ground level. Such dwarf trees will need support from tall posts all their life, but they are otherwise easy to maintain and prune, trimming wayward branches back to within the rows. The methods used by professionals to keep these trees producing well is described in Chapter 5. Typically, fewer varieties will be grown, being focused on what will sell and keep, or for specific purposes such as cider-making. In the latter case, however, do not be too concerned about dwarfing rootstocks. Height does not matter, as cider apples, when grown commercially, are shaken from the trees.

Community orchards, linear orchards and biodiversity

We would suggest strongly that whatever type of orchard you plan, it is made as biodiverse as possible. You need insect pollinators if you’re going to get any fruit at all. You also need predators, especially invertebrates and birds, in order to maintain a healthy balance of wildlife. The non-biodiverse orchard is the one where all the pests and diseases hang out and chemical sprays creep in. Old, traditional orchards are one of the best habitats for wildlife in Britain, so in planning your orchard, think not only of what it can give you, now, but what it could become for nature in future decades or centuries.
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Trees are planted very close together in modern orchards.
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Old trees can develop a hollow trunk.



It stands to reason that the bigger the orchard, the greater its potential for providing habitats for invertebrates, birds, herpetofauna and mammals, together with other plant species, fungi, lichens and microfauna. If a community can come together and buy, beg or appropriate a parcel of unused land, there are benefits not just to biodiversity, but in terms of shared labour, harvest and variety on a scale that a single family may not achieve in their back garden. Some councils are happy for community organisations to take on the management of a public open space. They and private landowners may be amenable to adapting a roadside verge to become a productive linear orchard, for all visitors to help themselves to fruit in the autumn. Good examples, local to us, are the Gas Brae Linear Orchard in Errol, in the middle of the Carse of Gowrie historic orchard area of Perthshire, and the Dunkeld & Birnam Community Orchard – a large orchard and soft-fruit garden planted fifteen years ago beside the River Tay and thriving.

Fruit trees themselves attract a wide range of wildlife, of course, both through blossom and fruit. Long grass between tree rows and uncut verges with wildflowers should feature, but also areas of short grass where fungi can flourish and owls can successfully hunt those pesky voles. There’s lots more ideas on all this in Chapters 6 and 12.

So, you do have the space. Your soil is good enough, or can be made so. The weather is beyond your control, but can be planned for. You’ve chosen what type of orchard suits you best. Now it’s time to choose the trees!


An apple mythology

The word ‘paradise’ actually comes from a Persian term meaning orchard and a symbiosis arose between the fruits of the orchard and the idea of heaven or paradise. In ancient Greece, there was a special emphasis on apple trees and apples. Apples were believed to confer immortality on those who received and ate them – that is, apples from a certain sacred tree, at least.

In the Greek pantheon, the ruler of the gods was Zeus and his queen was Hera. But before these two upstarts there was Gaia. Gaia was the mother of all the gods and the mother of all – Mother Earth, if you like. When Zeus married Hera, Gaia’s gift to her daughter-in-law was the sacred apple tree that bore such powerful fruit. It was planted in the magical Orchard, or Garden, of the Hesperides in paradise. And who were the Hesperides? A band of nine maidens, who were minor love goddesses tasked with care of the orchard and serving as guardians of the sacred apple tree. Like all orchardists, the Hesperides were inveterate scrumpers, or stealers, of apples, and the sacred tree never seemed to get its full number of fruit to ripen. Hera got a bit cross about this and put a giant serpent-like dragon called Ladon into the orchard to guard the sacred tree and its fruit. Ladon curled up in the roots and got to work.

Enter the labours of Heracles, the eleventh of which was to steal three golden apples from the sacred tree. With a good deal of trickery and underhanded dealings, he succeeded. But his success included, sadly, the death of Ladon, the guardian serpent. Angry Hera set Ladon into the sky as a star constellation: the one we know as Draco, the Dragon. Heracles benefited nothing from his labour and was obliged to return the three apples to the Hesperides.

Fast-forward to the early Middle Ages in Britain. The same motifs surround the Isle of Avalon, a magical place for healing and the meeting of mythologies. Avalon means Apple Orchard. It is widely taken to refer to an area that is now dry marshland in the Somerset Levels, which when sea levels were higher would have made the high ground known today as Glastonbury Tor an island. So many tales meet together in that area, from Arthurian to New Age, but one story was that the apples from the trees there conferred not immortality, but the gift of prophecy, and they were guarded and tended not by minor love goddesses (although there is certainly a dragon implicated at the Tor), but the people of Faerie. In the thirteenth century, a Scot named Thomas is said to have met the Queen of Faerie, received some magic apples and became a famous seer, known as Thomas the Rhymer.




Chapter Two

Choose Your Trees

There are a number of important things you need to think about when deciding what trees to plant in your orchard:


• What species of fruit trees to include.

• What varieties to choose and their suitability for your location.

• What nursery availability there is of your chosen trees.

• How much of each fruit you want to produce and what you plan to do with it.

• How big you want the trees to grow and if/how you plan to train them.

• How to ensure that there are pollinisers – trees that will cross-pollinate – in the vicinity.



Let’s look at each consideration in turn.
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A limited number of varieties are available in garden centres.



A wide range of possibilities

Pip fruit

Most orchardists will want apples to be included in the mix. They are the easiest of the tree fruits to grow and perfect for a beginner to start with. There are apples that will grow everywhere in Britain from Sussex to Stornoway, from Lerwick (with a bit of help) to Land’s End. Most of the apples we eat nowadays have a long history of breeding and selection from the wild apples of Kazakhstan or China and bear little resemblance to the sour, wild crabs sometimes found in British woodlands. These selected fruits were gradually introduced into Europe over the centuries. You can still find the Pomme d’Api, believed to have been in cultivation since Roman times, and all our modern varieties have been produced from older selections.
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The Roman apple, Pomme d’Api.



Having said that, sometimes apples on trees sprouted from pips discarded from a railway carriage can be rather good! Now and then, a new apple is ‘discovered’ in this way.
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Old pear trees can be an important landscape feature.



Pears are almost as popular as apples and hardier than people think. They are also extremely long-lived as fruit trees, with a long and fascinating history as part of the diet of these islands. The ‘crab’ form of wild pear is called – tellingly – a choker. Since earliest times, the range and types of pears in Britain have been local, eclectic and changeable, many home-bred, but from early European scions.

Stone fruit

The wild cherry, or gean, is a mighty tree when grown, too big for most gardens. It bears fabulous blossom, as well as edible fruit that are variable in colour, size and sweetness. They are often more white than red. Old photographs show the very tall ladders needed to harvest these fruit. Modern, cultivated cherries have been bred and selected all around the world, especially Canada. On dwarfing rootstocks, they are easier to pick (no ladders or aptly named ‘cherry pickers’) and to keep protected from the large number of birds and other cherry gourmands who compete with the orchard owner for a taste.

Plums, damsons and gages are the other orchard mainstays, with plums probably being most people’s ‘must-have’. They have their origins in several wild species of Prunus, but not species native to Britain. Bullace (Prunus insititia) and sloe (Prunus spinosa) are our natives, the fruit of which bears no resemblance to the large, luscious garden plum, but any ‘wild’ plums found growing are probably descended from garden escapes. The National Fruit Collection at Brogdale in Kent holds a wide range of plums – sweet, acid, intense, aromatic, marble-sized to monstrous and any colour from greenish-yellow to darkest purple – but, for various reasons, surprisingly few make it into the garden. It’s hard not to want them all!
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Blue, yellow and black plums are relatively unknown in gardens.



Damsons were once named Damascenes. They take their name from Damascus in Syria, where they have been cultivated for millennia. In Westmorland, north-west England, the damsons are propagated by root suckers, which makes them clones of introductions made many centuries ago! The small, musky, purple fruit are valued in preserve-making, but are very difficult to resist straight from the tree. If you have an awkward or shady spot, plant a damson there and it will probably thrive.

Gages, which originated in Iran, are not always green, but they are always of a choice flavour and much sought after. They are perceived as being more difficult than plums and damsons, partly because some are unable to self-pollinate. This is not true of them all, however, and if you have room for a gage or two, you will be the envy of the neighbourhood. Greengages are the sweetest of fruits and hide in amongst the foliage. Some gardeners are not aware of the bounty lurking above their heads!
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Mirabelles (cherry-plums) are hardy and easy to grow.



Mirabelles, or cherry-plums, are also stone fruit, just like plums, but resemble large cherries in shape and size. The fruit can be red or yellow or anything in-between, but are always sweet and very moreish. They are widely grown as smaller orchard trees in mainland Europe, especially France, and some choice cultivars can be obtained. The best known is probably the Mirabelle de Nancy. Here, you will sometimes come across cherry-plums in very old orchards, where they were once used as a rootstock on which to graft plums. Over the centuries, the plum trees have died, but the cherry-plum rootstock has taken over, sometimes providing a more plentiful crop than the plum did and should definitely be more widely appreciated. They can also be planted as part of a hedging scheme or as garden ornamentals, for they flower profusely very early in the year. Then in late July, one will find find pavements and lawns littered with delicious little fruit that their owners have disregarded, unaware of their edibility. They are tough little trees that thrive in challenging conditions, but, sadly, in hedges most of the fruiting wood is hacked away in the annual ‘prune’.


Unusual fruits

Apart from the mainstream orchard trees, you may have just the spot for something unusual:

Peaches and nectarines

Nothing can beat a peach or nectarine from your own tree, but in much of Britain, you really need an unheated greenhouse or some protection from frost, which can destroy the very early flowers. The warmth and shelter of an open glasshouse can also help the fruit to sweeten and ripen. In milder areas, a south-facing wall will provide the right conditions. Easy to grow, prolific and self-fertile, we swear our peaches are superior to anything you’ll buy in the supermarket.
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