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William Jefferson Clinton (born William Jefferson Blythe III; August 19, 1946) is an American politician who served as the 42nd President of the United States[image: External link] from 1993 to 2001. Prior to the presidency he was the 40th Governor of Arkansas[image: External link], from 1979 to 1981, and the state's 42nd governor, from 1983 to 1992. Before that, he served as Arkansas Attorney General, from 1977 to 1979. A member of the Democratic Party[image: External link], Clinton was ideologically a New Democrat and many of his policies reflected a centrist "Third Way" political philosophy.

Clinton was born and raised in Arkansas and is an alumnus of Georgetown University, where he was a member of Kappa Kappa Psi and the Phi Beta Kappa Society; he earned a Rhodes Scholarship to attend the University of Oxford. Clinton is married to Hillary Rodham Clinton, who served as United States Secretary of State from 2009 to 2013 and U.S. senator from New York[image: External link], from 2001 to 2009, and was the Democratic nominee for president in 2016[image: External link]. Bill Clinton and Hillary Rodham both earned degrees from Yale Law School, where they met and began dating. As governor of Arkansas[image: External link], Clinton overhauled the state's education system and served as chairman of the National Governors Association.

Clinton was elected president in 1992[image: External link], defeating incumbent Republican opponent George H. W. Bush. At age 46, he became the third-youngest president (behind Theodore Roosevelt and John F. Kennedy) and the first from the Baby Boomer generation. Clinton presided over the longest period of peacetime economic expansion in American history and signed into law the North American Free Trade Agreement. After failing to pass national health care reform, the Democratic House was ousted when the Republican Party[image: External link] won control of the Congress in 1994, for the first time in 40 years. Two years later, in 1996[image: External link], Clinton became the first Democrat since Franklin D. Roosevelt to be elected to a second term. Clinton passed welfare reform and the State Children's Health Insurance Program, as well as financial deregulation measures, including the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act and the Commodity Futures Modernization Act of 2000.

In 1998, Clinton was impeached by the House of Representatives for perjury before a grand jury and obstruction of justice during a lawsuit against him, both related to a scandal involving White House (and later Department of Defense) employee Monica Lewinsky. Clinton was acquitted by the U.S. Senate in 1999 and served his complete term of office.

The Congressional Budget Office reported a budget surplus between the years 1998 and 2000, the last three years of Clinton's presidency. In foreign policy, Clinton ordered U.S. military intervention in the Bosnian[image: External link] and Kosovo wars, signed the Iraq Liberation Act in opposition to Saddam Hussein, and participated in the 2000 Camp David Summit to advance the Israeli–Palestinian peace process.

Clinton left office with the highest end-of-office approval rating of any U.S. president since World War II. Since then, Clinton has been involved in public speaking and humanitarian work. He created the William J. Clinton Foundation to address international causes, such as the prevention of AIDS and global warming. In 2004, Clinton published his autobiography, My Life. He has remained active in politics by campaigning for Democratic candidates, including his wife's campaigns for the Democratic presidential nomination in 2008 and 2016[image: External link], and Barack Obama's presidential campaigns in 2008 and 2012.

In 2009, Clinton was named the United Nations special envoy to Haiti and after the 2010 Haiti earthquake, Clinton teamed with George W. Bush to form the Clinton Bush Haiti Fund. Since leaving office, Clinton has been rated highly in public opinion polls of U.S. presidents.
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 Early life and career




Clinton was born William Jefferson Blythe III on August 19, 1946 at Julia Chester Hospital in Hope, Arkansas.[1][2] He was the son of William Jefferson Blythe Jr. (1918–1946), a traveling salesman who had died in an automobile accident three months before his birth, and Virginia Dell Cassidy (later Virginia Kelley: 1923–1994).[3] His parents were married on September 4, 1943, but this union later proved to be bigamous, as Blythe was still married to a previous wife.[4] Soon after their son was born, his mother traveled to New Orleans to study nursing, leaving her son in Hope with her parents Eldridge and Edith Cassidy, who owned and ran a small grocery store.[2] At a time when the Southern United States was racially segregated, Clinton's grandparents sold goods on credit to people of all races.[2] In 1950, Bill's mother returned from nursing school and married Roger Clinton Sr., who owned an automobile dealership in Hot Springs, Arkansas, with his brother and Earl T. Ricks.[2] The family moved to Hot Springs in 1950.

Although he immediately assumed use of his stepfather's surname, it was not until Clinton turned fifteen[5] that he formally adopted the surname Clinton as a gesture toward his stepfather.[2] Clinton says he remembers his stepfather as a gambler and an alcoholic who regularly abused his mother and half-brother, Roger Clinton Jr., to the point where he intervened multiple times with the threat of violence to protect them.[2][6]

In Hot Springs, Clinton attended St. John's Catholic Elementary School, Ramble Elementary School, and Hot Springs High School—where he was an active student leader, avid reader, and musician.[2] Clinton was in the chorus and played the tenor saxophone, winning first chair in the state band's saxophone section. He briefly considered dedicating his life to music, but as he noted in his autobiography My Life:

Sometime in my sixteenth year, I decided I wanted to be in public life as an elected official. I loved music and thought I could be very good, but I knew I would never be John Coltrane or Stan Getz. I was interested in medicine and thought I could be a fine doctor, but I knew I would never be Michael DeBakey. But I knew I could be great in public service.[2]


Clinton's interest in law also began in Hot Springs High, when in his Latin class he took up the challenge to argue the defense of the ancient Roman Senator Catiline in a mock trial.[7] After a vigorous defense that made use of his "budding rhetorical and political skills", he told the Latin teacher Elizabeth Buck that it "made him realize that someday he would study law".[8]

Clinton has named two influential moments in his life that contributed to his decision to become a public figure, both occurring in 1963. One was his visit as a Boys Nation senator to the White House to meet President John F. Kennedy.[2][6] The other was watching Martin Luther King, Jr.'s 1963 I Have a Dream speech on TV, which impressed him enough that he later memorized it.[9]
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 College and law school years
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 Georgetown University




With the aid of scholarships, Clinton attended the School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., receiving a Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service degree in 1968.

In 1964 and 1965, Clinton won elections for class president.[10] From 1964 to 1967, he was an intern and then a clerk in the office of Arkansas Senator J. William Fulbright.[2] While in college, he became a brother of co-ed service fraternity Alpha Phi Omega[11] and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. Clinton was also a member of the Order of DeMolay,[12] a youth group affiliated with Freemasonry, but he never became a Freemason. He is a member of Kappa Kappa Psi honorary band fraternity.[13]
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 Oxford




Upon graduation, Clinton won a Rhodes Scholarship to University College, Oxford, where he initially read for a B.Phil. in Philosophy, Politics and Economics but transferred to a B.Litt. in Politics and, ultimately, a B.Phil. in Politics.[14] However, because Clinton did not expect a second year because of the draft, had switched programs and, as was common among other Rhodes Scholars from his cohort, had received an offer to study at Yale Law School, Yale University, he left early to return to the United States and did not receive a degree from Oxford.[6][15][16]

During his time at Oxford, Clinton befriended fellow American Rhodes Scholar Frank Aller, whose suicide in 1971 following a draft letter to the Vietnam War had an influential impact on Clinton.[14][17] British writer and feminist Sara Maitland notably said of Clinton, "I remember Bill and Frank Aller taking me to a pub in Walton Street in the summer term of 1969 and talking to me about the Vietnam war. I knew nothing about it, and when Frank began to describe the napalming of civilians I began to cry. Bill said that feeling bad wasn't good enough. That was the first time I encountered the idea that liberal sensitivities weren't enough and you had to do something about such things".[14] He also developed an interest in rugby union, which he played at Oxford.[18]

While president, in 1994, Clinton received an honorary degree and a fellowship by the University of Oxford, specifically, for being "a doughty and tireless champion of the cause of world peace", having "a powerful collaborator in his wife," and for winning "general applause for his achievement of resolving the gridlock which prevented an agreed budget".[15][19]
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 Vietnam War opposition and draft controversy




While at Oxford, Clinton also participated in Vietnam War protests and organized an October 1969 Moratorium to End the War in Vietnam event.[2]

Clinton received Vietnam War draft deferments while he was in England during 1968 and 1969.[20] He was planning to attend law school in the U.S. and was aware that he might lose his draft deferment. Clinton tried unsuccessfully to obtain positions in the National Guard or Air Force, and he then made arrangements to join the Reserve Officers' Training Corps (ROTC) program at the University of Arkansas.[21]

He subsequently decided not to join the ROTC, saying in a letter to the officer in charge of the program that he opposed the war, but did not think it was honorable to use ROTC, National Guard, or Reserve service to avoid serving in Vietnam. He further stated that because he opposed the war, he would not volunteer to serve in uniform, but would subject himself to the draft, and would serve if selected only as a way "to maintain my political viability within the system".[22] Clinton registered for the draft and received a high number (311), meaning that those whose birthdays had been drawn as numbers 1 to 310 would have to be drafted before him, making it unlikely that he would be drafted. (In fact, the highest number drafted was 195.)[23]

Colonel Eugene Holmes, the Army officer who had been involved with Clinton's ROTC application, suspected that Clinton attempted to manipulate the situation to avoid the draft and avoid serving in uniform. He issued a notarized statement during the 1992 presidential campaign:

I was informed by the draft board that it was of interest to Senator Fulbright's office that Bill Clinton, a Rhodes Scholar, should be admitted to the ROTC program ... I believe that he purposely deceived me, using the possibility of joining the ROTC as a ploy to work with the draft board to delay his induction and get a new draft classification.[24]


During the 1992 campaign, it was revealed that Clinton's uncle had attempted to secure him a position in the Navy Reserve, which would have prevented him from being deployed to Vietnam. This effort was unsuccessful and Clinton said in 1992 that he had been unaware of it until then.[25] Although legal, Clinton's actions with respect to the draft and deciding whether to serve in the military were criticized during his first presidential campaign by conservatives and some Vietnam veterans, some of whom charged that he had used Fulbright's influence to avoid military service.[26][27] Clinton's 1992 campaign manager, James Carville, successfully argued that Clinton's letter in which he declined to join the ROTC should be made public, insisting that voters, many of whom had also opposed the Vietnam War, would understand and appreciate his position.[28]
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 Law school




After Oxford, Clinton attended Yale Law School and earned a Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree in 1973.[2][6] In the Yale Law Library, in 1971, he met fellow law student Hillary Rodham, who was a class year ahead of him.[2][29] They began dating and soon were inseparable. After only about a month, Clinton postponed his plans to be a coordinator for the George McGovern campaign for the 1972 United States presidential election[image: External link] in order to move in with her in California.[30] They married on October 11, 1975, and their only child, Chelsea, was born on February 27, 1980.[29]

Clinton eventually moved to Texas with Rodham in 1972 to take a job leading George McGovern's effort there. He spent considerable time in Dallas, at the campaign's local headquarters on Lemmon Avenue, where he had an office. Clinton worked with future two-term mayor of Dallas Ron Kirk,[31] future governor of Texas[image: External link] Ann Richards,[32] and then unknown television director (and future filmmaker) Steven Spielberg[image: External link].[33]
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 Governor of Arkansas (1979–1981, 1983–1992)




Further information: Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1978; Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1980; Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1982; Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1986; and Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1990


After graduating from Yale Law School, Clinton returned to Arkansas and became a law professor at the University of Arkansas. In 1974, he ran for the House of Representatives. Running in a conservative district against incumbent Republican John Paul Hammerschmidt, Clinton's campaign was bolstered by the anti-Republican and anti-incumbent mood resulting from the Watergate scandal. Hammerschmidt, who had received 77 percent of the vote in 1972, defeated Clinton by only a 52 percent to 48 percent margin. In 1976, Clinton ran for Arkansas Attorney General. With only minor opposition in the primary and no opposition at all in the general election,[34] Clinton was elected.[6]

Clinton was elected Governor of Arkansas[image: External link] in 1978, having defeated the Republican candidate Lynn Lowe, a farmer from Texarkana. At age 32, he became the youngest governor in the country. Due to his youthful appearance, Clinton was often called the "Boy Governor".[35][36][37] He worked on educational reform and Arkansas's roads, with wife Hillary leading a successful committee on urban health care reform. However, his term included an unpopular motor vehicle tax and citizens' anger over the escape of Cuban refugees (from the Mariel boatlift) detained in Fort Chaffee in 1980. Monroe Schwarzlose of Kingsland in Cleveland County, polled 31 percent of the vote against Clinton in the Democratic gubernatorial primary of 1980. Some suggested Schwarzlose's unexpected voter turnout foreshadowed Clinton's defeat in the general election that year by Republican[image: External link] challenger Frank D. White. As Clinton once joked, he was the youngest ex-governor in the nation's history.[6]

Clinton joined friend Bruce Lindsey's Little Rock law firm of Wright, Lindsey and Jennings.[38] In 1982, he was again elected governor and kept the office for ten years; beginning with the 1986 election, Arkansas had changed its gubernatorial term of office from two to four years. During his term, he helped transform Arkansas's economy and improved the state's educational system.[39] For senior citizens, he removed the sales tax from medications and increased the home property-tax exemption.[40] He became a leading figure among the New Democrats, a group of Democrats[image: External link] who advocated welfare reform, smaller government, and other policies not supported by liberals. Formally organized as the Democratic Leadership Council (DLC), the New Democrats argued that in light of President Ronald Reagan's landslide victory in 1984[image: External link], the Democratic Party needed to adopt a more centrist political stance in order to succeed at the national level.[40][41] Clinton delivered the Democratic response to Reagan's 1985 State of the Union Address and served as chair of the National Governors Association from 1986 to 1987, bringing him to an audience beyond Arkansas.[6]

In the early 1980s, Clinton made reform of the Arkansas education system a top priority. Chaired by Clinton's wife Hillary Rodham Clinton, also an attorney and chair of the Legal Services Corporation, the Arkansas Education Standards Committee transformed Arkansas's education system. Proposed reforms included more spending for schools (supported by a sales-tax increase), better opportunities for gifted children, vocational education, higher teachers' salaries, more course variety, and compulsory teacher competency exams. The reforms passed in September 1983 after Clinton called a special legislative session—the longest in Arkansas history.[39] Many have considered this the greatest achievement of the Clinton governorship.[6][40] He defeated four Republican candidates for governor: Lowe (1978), White (1982 and 1986), Jonesboro businessmen Woody Freeman (1984), and Sheffield Nelson[image: External link] of Little Rock (1990).[34]

Also in the 1980s, The Clintons' personal and business affairs included transactions that became the basis of the Whitewater controversy investigation, which later dogged his presidential administration.[42] After extensive investigation over several years, no indictments were made against the Clintons related to the years in Arkansas.[6][43]

According to some sources, in his early years Clinton was a death penalty opponent who switched positions.[44][45] During Clinton's term, Arkansas performed its first executions since 1964 (the death penalty had been re-enacted on March 23, 1973).[46] As Governor, he oversaw four executions: one by electric chair and three by lethal injection. Later, as president, Clinton was the first president to pardon a death-row inmate since the federal death penalty was reintroduced in 1988.[47]
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 1988 Democratic presidential primaries




In 1987, there was media speculation Clinton would enter the race after then-New York Governor Mario Cuomo declined to run and Democratic front-runner Gary Hart[image: External link] withdrew owing to revelations of marital infidelity. Clinton decided to remain as Arkansas governor (following consideration for the potential candidacy of Hillary Rodham Clinton for governor, initially favored—but ultimately vetoed—by the First Lady).[48] For the nomination, Clinton endorsed Massachusetts Governor[image: External link] Michael Dukakis. He gave the nationally televised opening night address at the 1988 Democratic National Convention, but his speech, which was 33 minutes long and twice as long as it was expected to be, was criticized for being too long[49] and poorly delivered.[50] Clinton presented himself as both a moderate and a member of the New Democrat wing of the Democratic Party, and he headed the moderate Democratic Leadership Council in 1990 and 1991.[40][51]
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 Presidency (1993–2001)




Main article: Presidency of Bill Clinton


During his presidency, Clinton advocated for a wide variety of legislation and programs[image: External link], most of which were enacted into law or implemented by the executive branch. His policies, particularly the North American Free Trade Agreement and welfare reform, have been attributed to a centrist Third Way philosophy of governance.[52][53] His policy of fiscal conservatism helped to reduce deficits on budgetary matters.[54][55] Clinton presided over the longest period of peacetime economic expansion in American history.[56][57][58] The Congressional Budget Office reported budget surpluses of $69 billion in 1998, $126 billion in 1999, and $236 billion in 2000,[59] during the last three years of Clinton's presidency.[60] Over the years of the recorded surplus, the gross national debt rose each year. At the end of the fiscal year (September 30) for each of the years a surplus was recorded, The U.S. treasury reported a gross debt of $5.413 trillion in 1997, $5.526 trillion in 1998, $5.656 trillion in 1999, and $5.674 trillion in 2000.[61][62] Over the same period, the Office of Management and Budget reported an end of year (December 31) gross debt of $5.369 trillion in 1997, $5.478 trillion in 1998, $5.606 in 1999, and $5.629 trillion in 2000.[63] At the end of his presidency, the Clintons moved to Chappaqua, New York in order to satisy a residency requirement for his wife to win election as a U.S. Senator from New York.
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 1992 presidential campaign




Further information: Democratic Party presidential primaries, 1992; United States presidential election, 1992[image: External link]; and Bill Clinton presidential campaign, 1992


In the first primary contest, the Iowa Caucus, Clinton finished a distant third to Iowa Senator Tom Harkin. During the campaign for the New Hampshire primary, reports of an extramarital affair with Gennifer Flowers surfaced. As Clinton fell far behind former Massachusetts Senator Paul Tsongas in the New Hampshire polls,[6] following Super Bowl XXVI, Clinton and his wife Hillary went on 60 Minutes to rebuff the charges. Their television appearance was a calculated risk, but Clinton regained several delegates. He finished second to Tsongas in the New Hampshire primary, but after trailing badly in the polls and coming within single digits of winning, the media viewed it as a victory. News outlets labeled him "The Comeback Kid" for earning a firm second-place finish.[64]

Winning the big prizes of Florida and Texas and many of the Southern primaries on Super Tuesday gave Clinton a sizable delegate lead. However, former California Governor Jerry Brown was scoring victories and Clinton had yet to win a significant contest outside his native South.[6][51] With no major Southern state remaining, Clinton targeted New York, which had many delegates. He scored a resounding victory in New York City, shedding his image as a regional candidate.[51] Having been transformed into the consensus candidate, he secured the Democratic Party nomination, finishing with a victory in Jerry Brown's home state of California.[6]

During the campaign, questions of conflict of interest regarding state business and the politically powerful Rose Law Firm, at which Hillary Rodham Clinton was a partner, arose. Clinton argued the questions were moot because all transactions with the state had been deducted before determining Hillary's firm pay.[2][65] Further concern arose when Bill Clinton announced that, with Hillary, voters would be getting two presidents "for the price of one".[66]

While campaigning for U.S. president, the then-Governor Clinton returned to Arkansas to see that Ricky Ray Rector would be executed. After killing a police officer and a civilian, Rector shot himself in the head, leading to what his lawyers said was a state where he could still talk but did not understand the idea of death. According to Arkansas state and Federal law, a seriously mentally impaired inmate cannot be executed. The courts disagreed with the allegation of grave mental impairment and allowed the execution. Clinton's return to Arkansas for the execution was framed in a New York Times article as a possible political move to counter "soft on crime" accusations.[44][67]

Because Bush's approval ratings[image: External link] were around 80 percent during the Gulf War, he was described as unbeatable. However, when Bush compromised with Democrats to try to lower Federal deficits, he reneged on his promise not to raise taxes, hurting his approval rating. Clinton repeatedly condemned Bush for making a promise he failed to keep.[51] By election time, the economy was souring and Bush saw his approval rating plummet to just slightly over 40 percent.[51][68] Finally, conservatives were previously united by anti-communism, but with the end of the Cold War, the party lacked a uniting issue. When Pat Buchanan and Pat Robertson addressed Christian themes at the Republican National Convention—with Bush criticizing Democrats for omitting God from their platform—many moderates were alienated.[69] Clinton then pointed to his moderate, "New Democrat" record as governor of Arkansas, though some on the more liberal side of the party remained suspicious.[70] Many Democrats who had supported Ronald Reagan and Bush in previous elections switched their support to Clinton.[71] Clinton and his running mate, Al Gore, toured the country during the final weeks of the campaign, shoring up support and pledging a "new beginning".[71]

Clinton won the 1992 presidential election[image: External link] (370 electoral votes) against Republican incumbent George H. W. Bush (168 electoral votes) and billionaire populist Ross Perot (0 electoral votes), who ran as an independent on a platform that focused on domestic issues. A significant part of Clinton's success was Bush's steep decline in public approval.[71] Clinton's election ended twelve years of Republican rule of the White House and twenty of the previous twenty-four years. The election gave Democrats full control of the United States Congress,[3] the first time one party controlled both the executive and legislative branches since Democrats held the 96th United States Congress during the presidency of Jimmy Carter[image: External link].[72][73]
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 First term (1993–1997)




Clinton was inaugurated as the 42nd president of the United States on January 20, 1993. Shortly after taking office, he signed the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 on February 5, which required large employers to allow employees to take unpaid leave for pregnancy or a serious medical condition. This action had bipartisan support,[75] and was popular with the public.[76]

Two days after taking office, on January 22, 1993—the 20th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Roe v. Wade—Clinton reversed restrictions on domestic and international family planning programs that had been imposed by Reagan and Bush.[77] Clinton said that abortion should be kept "safe, legal, and rare"—a slogan that had been suggested by University of California, San Diego political scientist Samuel L. Popkin and first used by Clinton in December 1991, while campaigning.[78] During the eight years of the Clinton administration, the U.S. abortion rate declined by about 18.4 percent.[79]

On February 15, 1993, Clinton made his first address to the nation, announcing his plan to raise taxes to cap the budget deficit.[80] Two days later, in a nationally televised address to a joint session of Congress, Clinton unveiled his economic plan. The plan focused on reducing the deficit rather than on cutting taxes for the middle class, which had been high on his campaign agenda.[81] Clinton's advisers pressured him to raise taxes, based on the theory that a smaller federal budget deficit would reduce bond interest rates.[82]

On May 19, 1993, Clinton fired seven employees of the White House Travel Office, causing the White House travel office controversy even though the travel office staff served at the pleasure of the president and could be dismissed without cause. The White House responded to the controversy by claiming that the firings were done in response to financial improprieties that had been revealed by a brief FBI investigation.[83] Critics contended that the firings had been done to allow friends of the Clintons to take over the travel business and the involvement of the FBI was unwarranted.[84]

In August, Clinton signed the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993, which passed Congress without a Republican vote. It cut taxes for 15 million low-income families, made tax cuts available to 90 percent of small businesses,[85] and raised taxes on the wealthiest 1.2 percent of taxpayers. Additionally, it mandated that the budget be balanced over a number of years through the implementation of spending restraints.[86]

On September 22, 1993, Clinton made a major speech to Congress regarding a health care reform plan; the program aimed at achieving universal coverage through a national health care plan. This was one of the most prominent items on Clinton's legislative agenda and resulted from a task force headed by Hillary Clinton. The plan was well received in political circles, but it was eventually doomed by well-organized lobby opposition from conservatives, the American Medical Association, and the health insurance industry. However, Clinton biographer John F. Harris stated that the program failed because of a lack of coordination within the White House.[43] Despite the Democratic majority in Congress, the effort to create a national health care system ultimately died when compromise legislation by George J. Mitchell failed to gain a majority of support in August 1994. The failure of the bill was the first major legislative defeat of the Clinton administration.[40][43]

In November 1993, David Hale—the source of criminal allegations against Bill Clinton in the Whitewater controversy—alleged that while he was governor of Arkansas, Clinton pressured him to provide an illegal $300,000 loan to Susan McDougal, the Clintons' partner in the Whitewater land deal.[87] A U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission investigation resulted in convictions against the McDougals for their role in the Whitewater project, but the Clintons themselves were never charged, and Clinton maintains his and his wife's innocence in the affair.

Clinton signed the Brady Bill into law on November 30, 1993, which mandated federal background checks on firearm purchasers in the United States and imposed a five-day waiting period on purchases, until the NICS system was implemented in 1998. He also expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit, a subsidy for low-income workers.[43]

In December that year, allegations by Arkansas state troopers Larry Patterson and Roger Perry were first reported by David Brock in The American Spectator. In the affair later known as "Troopergate", the officers alleged that they arranged sexual liaisons for Clinton back when he was governor of Arkansas. The story mentioned a woman named Paula, a reference to Paula Jones. Brock later apologized to Clinton, saying the article was politically motivated "bad journalism", and that "the troopers were greedy and had slimy motives".[88]

That month, Clinton implemented a Department of Defense directive known as "Don't Ask, Don't Tell", which allowed gay men and women to serve in the armed services provided they kept their sexuality a secret, and forbade the military from inquiring about an individual's sexual orientation.[89] The policy was developed as a compromise after Clinton's proposal to allow gays to serve openly in the military met staunch opposition from prominent Congressional Republicans and Democrats, including Senators John McCain (R-AZ) and Sam Nunn (D-GA). According to David Mixner, Clinton's support for the compromise led to a heated dispute with Vice President Al Gore, who felt that "the President should lift the ban ... even though [his executive order] was sure to be overridden by the Congress".[90] Some gay-rights advocates criticized Clinton for not going far enough and accused him of making his campaign promise to get votes and contributions.[91] Their position was that Clinton should have integrated the military by executive order, noting that President Harry S. Truman used executive order to racially desegregate the armed forces. Clinton's defenders argued that an executive order might have prompted the Senate to write the exclusion of gays into law, potentially making it harder to integrate the military in the future.[40] Later in his presidency, in 1999, Clinton criticized the way the policy was implemented, saying he did not think any serious person could say it was not "out of whack".[92] The policy remained controversial, and was finally repealed in 2011, removing open sexual orientation as a reason for dismissal from the armed forces.[93]

On January 1, 1994, Clinton signed the North American Free Trade Agreement into law.[94] Throughout his first year in office, Clinton consistently supported ratification of the treaty by the U.S. Senate. Clinton and most of his allies in the Democratic Leadership Committee strongly supported free trade measures; there remained, however, strong disagreement within the party. Opposition came chiefly from anti-trade Republicans, protectionist Democrats and supporters of Ross Perot. The bill passed the house with 234 votes against 200 opposed (132 Republicans and 102 Democrats voting in favor; 156 Democrats, 43 Republicans, and 1 independent against). The treaty was then ratified by the Senate and signed into law by the president.[94]

The Omnibus Crime Bill, which Clinton signed into law in September 1994,[95] made many changes to U.S. crime and law enforcement legislation including the expansion of the death penalty to include crimes not resulting in death, such as running a large-scale drug enterprise. During Clinton's re-election campaign he said, "My 1994 crime bill expanded the death penalty for drug kingpins, murderers of federal law enforcement officers, and nearly 60 additional categories of violent felons."[96] It also included a subsection of assault weapons ban for a ten-year period.

The Clinton administration also launched the first official White House website, whitehouse.gov, on October 21, 1994.[97][98] It was followed by three more versions, resulting in the final edition launched in 2000.[99][100] The White House website was part of a wider movement of the Clinton administration toward web-based communication. According to Robert Longley, "Clinton and Gore were responsible for pressing almost all federal agencies, the U.S. court system and the U.S. military onto the Internet, thus opening up America's government to more of America's citizens than ever before. On July 17, 1996, Clinton issued Executive Order 13011 – Federal Information Technology, ordering the heads of all federal agencies to utilize information technology fully to make the information of the agency easily accessible to the public."[101]

After two years of Democratic Party control, the Democrats lost control of Congress in the mid-term elections in 1994, for the first time in forty years.[102]

The White House FBI files controversy of June 1996 arose concerning improper access by the White House to FBI security-clearance documents. Craig Livingstone, head of the White House Office of Personnel Security, improperly requested, and received from the FBI, background report files without asking permission of the subject individuals; many of these were employees of former Republican administrations.[103] In March 2000, Independent Counsel Robert Ray determined that there was no credible evidence of any crime. Ray's report further stated, "there was no substantial and credible evidence that any senior White House official was involved" in seeking the files.[104]

On September 21, 1996, Clinton signed into law the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), which defines marriage for federal purposes as the legal union of one man and one woman, allowing individual states to refuse to recognize gay marriages performed in other states.[105] Paul Yandura, speaking for the White House gay and lesbian liaison office, said that Clinton's signing of DOMA "was a political decision that they made at the time of a re-election". In defense of his actions, Clinton has said that DOMA was an attempt to "head off an attempt to send a constitutional amendment banning gay marriage to the states", a possibility he described as highly likely in the context of a "very reactionary Congress".[106] Administration spokesman Richard Socarides said, "the alternatives we knew were going to be far worse, and it was time to move on and get the president re-elected."[107] Clinton himself stated that DOMA was something "which the Republicans put on the ballot to try to get the base vote for Bush up, I think it's obvious that something had to be done to try to keep the Republican Congress from presenting that".[108] Others were more critical. The veteran gay rights and gay marriage activist Evan Wolfson has called these claims "historic revisionism".[107] In a July 2, 2011, editorial The New York Times opined, "The Defense of Marriage Act was enacted in 1996 as an election-year wedge issue, signed by President Bill Clinton in one of his worst policy moments."[109] Ultimately, in United States v. Windsor, the U.S. Supreme Court struck down DOMA in June 2013.[110]

Despite DOMA, Clinton was the first president to select openly gay persons for administrative positions,[111] and is generally credited as the first president to publicly champion gay rights.[112] During his Presidency, Clinton controversially issued two substantial executive orders on behalf of gay rights, the first lifting the ban on security clearances for LGBT federal employees[113] and the second outlawing discrimination based on sexual orientation in the federal civilian workforce.[114] Under Clinton's leadership, federal funding for HIV/AIDS research, prevention and treatment more than doubled.[115] And Clinton also pushed for passing hate crimes laws for gays and for the private sector Employment Non-Discrimination Act, which, buoyed by his lobbying, failed to pass the Senate by a single vote in 1996.[116] Advocacy for these issues, paired with the politically unpopular nature of the gay rights movement at the time, led to enthusiastic support for Clinton's election and reelection by the Human Rights Campaign.[112] Clinton came out for gay marriage in July 2009[117] and urged the Supreme Court to overturn DOMA in 2013.[118] He was later honored by GLAAD for his prior pro-gay stances and his reversal on DOMA.[119]

The 1996 United States campaign finance controversy was an alleged effort by the People's Republic of China (PRC) to influence the domestic policies of the United States, before and during the Clinton administration, and involved the fundraising practices of the administration itself. The Chinese government denied all accusations.[121]

As part of a 1996 initiative to curb illegal immigration, Clinton signed the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act (IIRIRA) on September 30, 1996. Appointed by Clinton,[122] the U.S. Commission on Immigration Reform[image: External link] recommended reducing legal immigration from about 800,000 people a year to about 550,000.[123][124]

Ken Gormley, author of The Death of American Virtue: Clinton vs. Starr, reveals in his book that Clinton narrowly escaped possible assassination in the Philippines in November 1996. During his visit to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum in Manila, while he was on his way to meet with a senior member of the Philippine government, Clinton was saved from danger minutes before his motorcade was scheduled to drive over a bridge charged with a timed improvised explosive device (IED).[125] According to officials, the IED was large enough to "blow up the entire presidential motorcade".[126] Details of the plot were revealed to Gormley by Lewis C. Merletti, former member of the presidential protection detail and Director of the Secret Service. Intelligence officers intercepted a radio transmission indicating that there was a wedding cake under a bridge.[125] This alerted Merletti and others as Clinton's motorcade was scheduled to drive over a major bridge in downtown Manila.[126] Once more, the word "wedding" was the code name used by a terrorist group for a past assassination attempt.[126] Merletti wanted to reroute the motorcade, but the alternate route would add forty-five minutes to the drive time. Clinton was very angry, as he was already late for the meeting, but following the advice of the secret service possibly saved his life. Two other bombs had been discovered in Manila earlier in the week so the threat level that day was high.[127] Security personnel at the Manila International Airport uncovered several grenades and a timing device in a travel bag.[128] Officials also discovered a bomb near a major U.S. naval base.[128] The president was scheduled to visit both of these locations later in the week. An intense investigation took place into the events in Manila and it was discovered that the group behind the bridge bomb was a Saudi terrorist group in Afghanistan known as al-Qaeda and the plot was masterminded by Osama bin Laden.[126] Until recently, this thwarted assassination attempt was never made public and remained top secret. Only top members of the U.S. intelligence community were aware of these events.[126]
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 1996 presidential election




In the 1996 presidential election[image: External link], Clinton was re-elected, receiving 49.2 percent of the popular vote over Republican Bob Dole (40.7 percent of the popular vote) and Reform[image: External link] candidate Ross Perot (8.4 percent of the popular vote), becoming the first Democratic incumbent since Lyndon Johnson to be elected to a second term and the first Democrat since Franklin D. Roosevelt to be elected president more than once.[129] The Republicans lost three seats in the House and gained two in the Senate, but retained control of both houses of the 105th United States Congress. Clinton received 379, or over 70 percent of the Electoral College[image: External link] votes, with Dole receiving 159 electoral votes.
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 Second term (1997–2001)




In the January 1997 State of the Union address, Clinton proposed a new initiative to provide health coverage to up to five million children. Senators Ted Kennedy—a Democrat—and Orrin Hatch—a Republican—teamed up with Hillary Rodham Clinton and her staff in 1997, and succeeded in passing legislation forming the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP), the largest (successful) health care reform in the years of the Clinton Presidency. That year, Hillary Clinton shepherded through Congress the Adoption and Safe Families Act and two years later she succeeded in helping pass the Foster Care Independence Act. He negotiated the passage of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997 by the Republican Congress. In October 1997, he announced he was getting hearing aids, due to hearing loss attributed to his age, and his time spent as a musician in his youth.[130] In 1999 Clinton signed into law the Financial Services Modernization Act also known as the Gramm–Leach–Bliley Act, which repealed the part of the Glass–Steagall Act that had prohibited a bank from offering a full range of investment[image: External link], commercial banking, and insurance services since its enactment in 1933.[131]
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 Impeachment and acquittal




Main article: Impeachment of Bill Clinton


After the 1998 elections, the House impeached Clinton, alleging perjury and obstruction of justice related to the Lewinsky scandal.[43] Clinton was only the second U.S. president to be impeached, after Andrew Johnson. Impeachment proceedings were based on allegations that Clinton had illegally lied about and covered up his relationship with 22-year-old White House (and later Department of Defense) employee Monica Lewinsky.[132] After the Starr Report was submitted to the House providing what it termed "substantial and credible information that President Clinton Committed Acts that May Constitute Grounds for an Impeachment",[133] the House began impeachment hearings against Clinton before the mid-term elections. To hold impeachment proceedings, the Republican leadership called a lame-duck session in December 1998.

While the House Judiciary Committee hearings ended in a straight party-line vote, there was lively debate on the House floor. The two charges passed in the House (largely with Republican support, but with a handful of Democratic votes as well) were for perjury and obstruction of justice. The perjury charge arose from Clinton's testimony before a grand jury that had been convened to investigate perjury he may have committed in his sworn deposition during Paula Jones's sexual harassment lawsuit.[134] The obstruction charge was based on his actions to conceal his relationship with Lewinsky before and after that deposition.

The Senate later acquitted Clinton on both charges.[135] The Senate refused to meet to hold an impeachment trial before the end of the old term, so the trial was held over until the next Congress. Clinton was represented by Washington law firm Williams & Connolly[image: External link].[136] The Senate finished a twenty-one-day trial on February 12, 1999, with the vote of 55 Not Guilty/45 Guilty on the perjury charge[135] and 50 Not Guilty/50 Guilty on the obstruction of justice charge.[137] Both votes fell short of the Constitutional two-thirds majority requirement to convict and remove an officeholder. The final vote was generally along party lines, with no Democrats voting guilty, and only a handful of Republicans voting not guilty.[135]

On January 19, 2001, Clinton's law license was suspended for five years after he acknowledged to an Arkansas circuit court that he had engaged in conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice in the Jones case.[138][139]
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 Pardons and commutations




Clinton controversially issued 141 pardons and 36 commutations on his last day in office on January 20, 2001.[43][140] Most of the controversy surrounded Marc Rich and allegations that Hillary Clinton's brother, Hugh Rodham, accepted payments in return for influencing the president's decision-making regarding the pardons.[141] Federal prosecutor Mary Jo White was appointed to investigate the pardon of Rich. She was later replaced by then-Republican James Comey, who found no wrongdoing on Clinton's part. Some of Clinton's pardons remain a point of controversy.[142]
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 Military and foreign events




Further information: Foreign policy of the Bill Clinton administration


Many military events occurred during Clinton's presidency. The Battle of Mogadishu occurred in Somalia in 1993. During the operation, two U.S. helicopters were shot down by rocket-propelled grenade attacks to their tail rotors, trapping soldiers behind enemy lines. This resulted in an urban battle that killed 18 American soldiers, wounded 73 others, and one was taken prisoner. There were many more Somali casualties. Some of the American bodies were dragged through the streets—a spectacle broadcast on television news programs. In response, U.S. forces were withdrawn from Somalia and later conflicts were approached with fewer soldiers on the ground. In 1995, U.S. and NATO[image: External link] aircraft attacked Bosnian Serb targets to halt attacks on U.N. safe zones and to pressure them into a peace accord. Clinton deployed U.S. peacekeepers to Bosnia in late 1995, to uphold the subsequent Dayton Agreement.

In February 1996, the Clinton administration agreed to pay Iran US$131.8 million in settlement to discontinue a case brought by Iran in 1989 against the U.S. in the International Court of Justice after the shooting down of Iran Air Flight 655 by the U.S. Navy guided missile cruiser.[143]

Capturing Osama bin Laden had been an objective of the U.S. government during the presidency of Bill Clinton (and continued to be until bin Laden's death in 2011).[144] Despite claims by Mansoor Ijaz and Sudanese officials that the Sudanese government had offered to arrest and extradite bin Laden and that U.S. authorities rejected each offer[145] the 9/11 Commission Report stated that "we have not found any reliable evidence to support the Sudanese claim".[146]

In response to a 1996 State Department warning about bin Laden and the 1998 bombings of U.S. embassies in East Africa by al-Qaeda (which killed 224 people, including 12 Americans), Clinton ordered several military missions to capture or kill bin Laden, both of which were unsuccessful.[147] In August 1998, Clinton ordered cruise missile strikes on terrorist targets in Afghanistan and Sudan, targeting the Al-Shifa pharmaceutical factory in Sudan, which was suspected of assisting bin Laden in making chemical weapons, and bin Laden's terrorist training camps in Afghanistan.[148]

To stop the ethnic cleansing and genocide[149][150] of Albanians by anti-guerilla military units in the former Federal Republic of Yugoslavia's province of Kosovo[image: External link], Clinton authorized the use of U.S. Armed Forces in a NATO[image: External link] bombing campaign against Yugoslavia in 1999, named Operation Allied Force. General Wesley Clark was Supreme Allied Commander of NATO[image: External link] and oversaw the mission. With United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244, the bombing campaign ended on June 10, 1999. The resolution placed Kosovo under UN administration and authorized a peacekeeping force to be deployed to the region.[151] NATO announced that its forces had suffered zero combat deaths,[152] and two deaths from an Apache helicopter crash.[153] Opinions in the popular press criticized pre-war genocide statements by the Clinton administration as greatly exaggerated.[154][155] In 2001, the U.N.-supervised Supreme Court of Kosovo ruled that genocide did not take place, but recognized "a systematic campaign of terror, including murders, rapes, arsons and severe maltreatments".[156] The term "ethnic cleansing" was used as an alternative to "genocide" to denote not just ethnically motivated murder but also displacement, though critics charge there is no difference.[157] Slobodan Milošević, the president of Yugoslavia at the time of the atrocities, was eventually brought to trial before the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in the Hague on charges of crimes against humanity, genocide, and war crimes.[158] Milošević died in 2006, before the completion of the trial.[158][159]

In Clinton's 1998 State of the Union Address, he warned Congress that Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein was building an arsenal of chemical, biological and nuclear weapons:


Saddam Hussein has spent the better part of this decade, and much of his nation's wealth, not on providing for the Iraqi people, but on developing nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and the missiles to deliver them. The United Nations weapons inspectors have done a truly remarkable job, finding and destroying more of Iraq's arsenal than was destroyed during the entire gulf war. Now, Saddam Hussein wants to stop them from completing their mission. I know I speak for everyone in this chamber, Republicans and Democrats, when I say to Saddam Hussein, "You cannot defy the will of the world", and when I say to him, "You have used weapons of mass destruction before; we are determined to deny you the capacity to use them again.[160]



Seeking to weaken Hussein's grip on power, Clinton signed the Iraq Liberation Act of 1998 into law on October 31, 1998, which instituted a policy of "regime change" against Iraq, though it explicitly stated it did not provide for direct intervention on the part of American military forces.[161][162] The administration then launched a four-day bombing campaign named Operation Desert Fox, lasting from December 16 to 19, 1998. At the end of this operation Clinton announced that "So long as Saddam remains in power, he will remain a threat to his people, his region, and the world. With our allies, we must pursue a strategy to contain him and to constrain his weapons of mass destruction program, while working toward the day Iraq has a government willing to live at peace with its people and with its neighbors."[163] American and British aircraft in the Iraq no-fly zones attacked hostile Iraqi air defenses 166 times in 1999 and 78 times in 2000.[164][165]

Clinton's November 2000 visit to Vietnam was the first by a U.S. president since the end of the Vietnam War.[166] On October 10, 2000, Clinton signed into law the U.S.–China Relations Act of 2000, which granted permanent normal trade relations (PNTR) trade status to People's Republic of China.[167] The president asserted that free trade would gradually open China to democratic reform.[168] Clinton also oversaw a boom of the U.S. economy. Under Clinton, the United States had a projected federal budget surplus for the first time since 1969.[169]

After initial successes such as the Oslo Accords of the early 1990s, which also led to the Israel–Jordan peace treaty in 1994 and the Wye River Memorandum in October 1998, Clinton attempted an effort to end the Israeli–Palestinian conflict. He brought Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak and Palestinian Authority chairman Yasser Arafat together at Camp David for the Camp David Summit in July 2000, which lasted 14 days.[43] Following the failures of the peace talks, Clinton stated Arafat "missed the opportunity" to facilitate a "just and lasting peace". In his autobiography, Clinton blames Arafat for the collapse of the summit.[2][170] Following another attempt in December 2000 at Bolling Air Force Base, in which the president offered the Clinton Parameters, the situation broke down completely after the end of the Taba Summit and with the start of the Second Intifada.[43]
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 Judicial appointments




Main articles: Bill Clinton Supreme Court candidates and List of federal judges appointed by Bill Clinton


Clinton appointed two justices to the Supreme Court: Ruth Bader Ginsburg in 1993[171] and Stephen Breyer in 1994.[172]

Along with his two Supreme Court appointments, Clinton appointed 66 judges to the United States courts of appeals and 305 judges to the United States district courts. His 373 judicial appointments are the second most in American history behind those of Ronald Reagan. Clinton also experienced a number of judicial appointment controversies, as 69 nominees to federal judgeships did not receive a vote in the Republican[image: External link]-controlled Senate Judiciary Committee. In all, 84 percent of his nominees were confirmed.[173]

Sonia Sotomayor was one of the judges who was appointed by Clinton to the Court of Appeals. She was nominated by Clinton in 1997 to the Second Circuit. Sotomayor was confirmed in 1998, following a delay of more than a year that was caused by Republican opposition.[174][175]

Clinton was the first president in history to appoint more women and minority judges than white male judges to the federal courts.[176] In his eight years in office, 11.6% of Clinton's court of appeals nominees and 17.4% of his district court nominees were black; 32.8% of his court of appeals nominees and 28.5% of his district court nominees were women.[177] Clinton appointed the first African American judges to the Fourth Circuit (Roger Gregory) and the Seventh Circuit (Ann Claire Williams).[177] Clinton also appointed the nation's first openly gay or lesbian federal judge when he named Deborah Batts to the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York. Batts was confirmed by the Senate in a voice vote in 1994.[178]
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 Public opinion




Clinton's job approval rating fluctuated in the 40s and 50s throughout his first term. In his second term, his rating consistently ranged from the high-50s to the high-60s.[179] After his impeachment proceedings in 1998 and 1999, Clinton's rating reached its highest point.[180] According to a CBS News/New York Times poll, Clinton left office with an approval rating of 68 percent, which matched those of Ronald Reagan and Franklin D. Roosevelt as the highest ratings for departing presidents in the modern era.[181] Clinton's average Gallup poll approval rating for his last quarter in office was 61%, the highest final quarter rating any president has received for fifty years.[182] Forty-seven percent of the respondents identified themselves as being Clinton supporters.[182]

As he was leaving office, a CNN/USA Today/Gallup poll revealed that 45 percent of Americans said they would miss him; 55 percent thought he "would have something worthwhile to contribute and should remain active in public life"; 68 percent thought he would be remembered more for his "involvement in personal scandal" than for "his accomplishments"; and 58 percent answered "No" to the question "Do you generally think Bill Clinton is honest and trustworthy?"[182] The same percentage said he would be remembered as either "outstanding" or "above average" as a president, while 22 percent said he would be remembered as "below average" or "poor".[182] ABC News characterized public consensus on Clinton as, "You can't trust him, he's got weak morals and ethics – and he's done a heck of a good job."[183]

In May 2006, a CNN poll comparing Clinton's job performance with that of his successor, George W. Bush, found that a strong majority of respondents said Clinton outperformed Bush in six different areas questioned.[184] Gallup polls in 2007 and 2011 showed that Clinton was regarded by 13% of Americans as the greatest president in U.S. history.[185][186]

In 2014, 18% of respondents in a Quinnipiac University Polling Institute poll of American voters regarded Clinton as the best president since World War II, making him the third most popular among postwar presidents, behind John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan.[187] The same poll showed that just 3% of American voters regarded Clinton as the worst president since World War II.[187]

A 2015 poll by The Washington Post asked 162 scholars of the American Political Science Association to rank all the U.S. presidents in order of greatness. According to their findings, Clinton ranked eighth overall, with a rating of 70 percent.[188]
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 Public image




Main article: Public image of Bill Clinton


See also: Bill Clinton sexual misconduct allegations


As the first baby boomer president, Clinton was the first president since Calvin Coolidge not to have been alive during World War II.[189] Authors Martin Walker and Bob Woodward state Clinton's innovative use of sound bite-ready dialogue, personal charisma, and public perception-oriented campaigning was a major factor in his high public approval ratings.[190][191] When Clinton played the saxophone on The Arsenio Hall Show, he was described by some religious conservatives as "the MTV president".[192] Opponents sometimes referred to him as "Slick Willie", a nickname which was first applied to him in 1980 by Pine Bluff Commercial journalist Paul Greenberg;[193] Greenberg believed that Clinton was abandoning the progressive policies of previous Arkansas Governors such as Winthrop Rockefeller, Dale Bumpers and David Pryor[image: External link].[193] The claim "Slick Willie" would last throughout his presidency.[194] Standing at a height of 6 ft 2 in (1.88 m), Clinton is tied with five others as the fourth-tallest president in the nation's history.[195][196] His folksy manner led him to be nicknamed Bubba, especially in the South.[197] Since 2000, he has frequently been referred to as "The Big Dog" or "Big Dog".[198][199] His prominent role in campaigning for President Obama during the 2012 presidential election[image: External link] and his widely publicized speech at the 2012 Democratic National Convention, where he officially nominated Obama and criticized Republican nominee Mitt Romney and Republican policies in detail, earned him the nickname "Explainer-in-Chief".[200][201]

Clinton drew strong support from the African American community and made improving race relations a major theme of his presidency.[202] In 1998, Nobel laureate Toni Morrison called Clinton "the first Black president", saying, "Clinton displays almost every trope of blackness: single-parent household, born poor, working-class, saxophone-playing, McDonald's-and-junk-food-loving boy from Arkansas".[203] Noting that Clinton's sex life was scrutinized more than his career accomplishments, Morrison compared this to the stereotyping and double standards that blacks typically endure,[203] although many viewed this comparison as unfair and disparaging to both Clinton and the African-American community at large.[204] Clinton, a Baptist,[205] has been open about his faith.[206]

Shortly after he took office, conservative newspaper owner Richard Mellon Scaife organized a fundraising campaign to smear Clinton's image in the media.[207] Leading the Arkansas Project, Scaife and other associates sought to find sources in Clinton's home state of Arkansas who would be willing to dish out negative allegations against the president.[207]

In 1994, Paula Jones brought a sexual harassment lawsuit against Clinton, claiming he made unwanted advances in 1991, which he denied. In April 1998, the case was initially dismissed by Judge Susan Webber Wright as lacking legal merit.[208] But Jones appealed Webber Wright's ruling, and her suit gained traction following Clinton's admission to having an affair with Monica Lewinsky in August 1998.[209] In 1998, lawyers for Paula Jones released court documents contending a pattern of sexual harassment by Clinton when he was governor of Arkansas. Robert S. Bennett[image: External link], Clinton's main lawyer for the case, called the filing "a pack of lies" and "an organized campaign to smear the President of the United States" funded by Clinton's political enemies.[210] Clinton later agreed to an out-of-court settlement, paying $850,000.[211] Bennett said that the president made the settlement only so he could end the lawsuit for good and move on with his life.[212] During the deposition for the Jones lawsuit, which was held at the White House,[213] Clinton denied having sexual relations with Monica Lewinsky – a denial that became the basis for an impeachment charge of perjury.[214]

In 1992, Gennifer Flowers stated that she had a relationship with Clinton that began in 1980.[215] Flowers at first denied that she had an affair with Clinton, but later changed her story.[216][217] After Clinton at first denied having a relationship with Flowers on 60 Minutes, he later admitted that he had a sexual encounter with Flowers.[218]

In 1998, Kathleen Willey alleged that Clinton groped her in a hallway in 1993. An independent counsel determined Willey gave "false information" to the FBI, inconsistent with sworn testimony related to the Jones allegation.[219] On March 19, 1998, Julie Hiatt Steele, a friend of Willey, released an affidavit, accusing the former White House aide of asking her to lie to corroborate Ms. Willey's account of being sexually groped by Clinton in the Oval Office.[220] An attempt by Kenneth Starr to prosecute Steele for making false statements and obstructing justice ended in a mistrial and Starr declined to seek a retrial after Steele sought an investigation against the former Independent Counsel for prosecutorial misconduct.[221] Linda Tripp's grand jury testimony also differed from Willey's claims regarding inappropriate sexual advances.[222]

Also in 1998, Juanita Broaddrick alleged that Clinton had raped her in the spring of 1978, although she stated she did not remember the exact date.[223] In another 1998 event, Elizabeth Gracen recanted a six-year-old denial and stated she had a one-night stand with Clinton in 1982.[224] Gracen later apologized to Hillary Clinton.[225] Throughout the year, however, Gracen eluded a subpoena from Kenneth Starr to testify her claim in court.[226]
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 Post-presidency (2001–present)




Main article: Post-presidency of Bill Clinton


Bill Clinton continues to be active in public life, giving speeches, fundraising, and founding charitable organizations.[227] Clinton has spoken in prime time at every Democratic National Convention since 1988.[228] Robert Reich has suggested that Clinton is in a state of "permanent election", due to the impeachment proceedings during his presidency and his continuing support in the campaigns of his wife Hillary Clinton.[229]
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 Activities until 2008 campaign




In 2002, Clinton warned that pre-emptive military action against Iraq would have unwelcome consequences,[230][231] and later claimed to have opposed the Iraq War from the start (though some dispute this).[232] In 2005, Clinton criticized the Bush administration for its handling of emissions control, while speaking at the United Nations Climate Change conference in Montreal.[233]

The William J. Clinton Presidential Center and Park in Little Rock, Arkansas was dedicated in 2004.[234] Clinton released a best-selling autobiography, My Life in 2004.[235] In 2007, he released Giving: How Each of Us Can Change the World, which also became a New York Times Best Seller and garnered positive reviews.[236]

In the aftermath of the 2004 Asian tsunami, U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan[image: External link] appointed Clinton to head a relief effort.[237] After Hurricane Katrina, Clinton joined with fellow former president George H. W. Bush to establish the Bush-Clinton Tsunami Fund in January 2005, and the Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund in October of that year.[238] As part of the tsunami effort, these two ex-presidents appeared in a Super Bowl XXXIX pre-game show,[239] and traveled to the affected areas.[240] They also spoke together at the funeral of Boris Yeltsin in April 2007.[241]

Based on his philanthropic worldview,[242] Clinton created the William J. Clinton Foundation to address issues of global importance. This foundation includes the Clinton Foundation HIV and AIDS Initiative (CHAI), which strives to combat that disease, and has worked with the Australian government toward that end. The Clinton Global Initiative (CGI), begun by the Clinton Foundation in 2005, attempts to address world problems such as global public health, poverty alleviation and religious and ethnic conflict.[243] In 2005, Clinton announced through his foundation an agreement with manufacturers to stop selling sugared drinks in schools.[244] Clinton's foundation joined with the Large Cities Climate Leadership Group in 2006 to improve cooperation among those cities, and he met with foreign leaders to promote this initiative.[245] The foundation has received donations from a number of governments all over the world, including Asia and the Middle East.[246] In 2008, Foundation director Inder Singh announced deals to reduce the price of anti-malaria drugs by 30 percent in developing nations.[247] Clinton also spoke in favor of California Proposition 87 on alternative energy[image: External link], which was voted down.[248]
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 2008 presidential election




During the 2008 Democratic presidential primary campaign, Clinton vigorously advocated on behalf of his wife, Hillary Clinton. Through speaking engagements and fundraisers, he was able to raise $10 million toward her campaign.[249] Some worried that as an ex-president, he was too active on the trail, too negative to Clinton rival Barack Obama, and alienating his supporters at home and abroad.[250] Many were especially critical of him following his remarks in the South Carolina primary, which Obama won. Later in the 2008 primaries, there was some infighting between Bill and Hillary's staffs, especially in Pennsylvania.[251] Considering Bill's remarks, many thought that he could not rally Hillary supporters behind Obama after Obama won the primary.[252] Such remarks lead to apprehension that the party would be split to the detriment of Obama's election. Fears were allayed August 27, 2008, when Clinton enthusiastically endorsed Obama at the 2008 Democratic National Convention, saying that all his experience as president assures him that Obama is "ready to lead".[253] After Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign was over, Bill Clinton continued to raise funds to help pay off her campaign debt.[254][255]
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 After the 2008 election




In 2009, Clinton travelled to North Korea on behalf of two American journalists imprisoned in North Korea. Euna Lee and Laura Ling had been imprisoned for illegally entering the country from China.[256] Jimmy Carter[image: External link] had made a similar visit in 1994.[256] After Clinton met with North Korean leader Kim Jong-il, Kim issued a pardon.[257][258]

Since then, Clinton has been assigned a number of other diplomatic missions. He was named United Nations Special Envoy to Haiti in 2009.[259] In response to the 2010 Haiti earthquake, U.S. President Barack Obama announced that Clinton and George W. Bush would coordinate efforts to raise funds for Haiti's recovery.[260] Clinton continues to visit Haiti to witness the inauguration of refugee villages, and to raise funds for victims of the earthquake.[261] In 2010, Clinton announced support of, and delivered the keynote address for, the inauguration of NTR, Ireland's first environmental foundation.[262][263] At the 2012 Democratic National Convention, Clinton gave a widely praised speech nominating Barack Obama.[264]
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 2016 presidential election




During the 2016 Presidential Election[image: External link], Clinton again encouraged voters to support Hillary Clinton, including a campaign stop in Wilmington, NC.[265] In a series of tweets, then-President-Elect Donald Trump criticized his ability to get people out to vote.[266]
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 Post-presidential health concerns




In September 2004, Clinton received a quadruple bypass surgery.[267] In March 2005, he underwent surgery for a partially collapsed lung.[268] On February 11, 2010, he was rushed to NewYork–Presbyterian Hospital in New York City after complaining of chest pains, and had two coronary stents implanted in his heart.[267][269] After this experience, Clinton adopted the plant-based whole foods (vegan) diet recommended by doctors Dean Ornish and Caldwell Esselstyn.[270]
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 Wealth




The Clintons accrued several million dollars in legal bills during his presidency; they were paid off four years after he left office.[271] Both Bill and Hillary Clinton have received millions of dollars in book authorship fees.[272] In 2016, Forbes reported Bill and Hillary Clinton made about $240 million in the 15 years from January 2001 to December 2015 (mostly from paid speeches, business consulting and book-writing).[273] Also in 2016, CNN reported the Clintons combined to receive more than $153 million in paid speeches from 2001 until spring 2015.[274] In May 2015, The Hill reported that Bill and Hillary Clinton have made more than $25 million in speaking fees since the start of 2014, and that Hillary Clinton also made $5 million or more from her book, Hard Choices, during the same time period.[275] In July 2014, The Wall Street Journal reported that at the end of 2012, the Clintons were worth between $5 million and $25.5 million, and that in 2012 (the last year they were required to disclose the information) the Clintons made between $16 and $17 million, mostly from speaking fees earned by the former president.[276] Clinton earned more than $104 million from paid speeches between 2001 and 2012.[277] In June 2014, ABC News and The Washington Post reported that Bill Clinton has made more than $100 million giving paid speeches since leaving public office, and in 2008, the New York Times reported that the Clintons' income tax returns[278] show they have made $109 million in the 8 years from January 1, 2000 to December 31, 2007, including almost $92 million from his speaking and book-writing.[272][279][280][281]

Bill Clinton has given dozens of paid speeches each year, mostly to corporations and philanthropic groups in North America and Europe, often earning $100,000 to $300,000 per speech.[274][282][283][284] Hillary Clinton said that she and Bill came out of the White House financially "broke" and in debt, especially due to large legal fees incurred during their years in the White House. "We had no money when we got there, and we struggled to, you know, piece together the resources for mortgages, for houses, for Chelsea's education." She added, "Bill has worked really hard ... we had to pay off all our debts ... he had to make double the money because of, obviously, taxes; and then pay off the debts, and get us houses, and take care of family members."[280]
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 Honors and recognition




Main article: List of honors and awards received by Bill Clinton


Various colleges and universities have awarded Clinton honorary degrees, including Doctorate of Law degrees[285][286] and Doctor of Humane Letters degrees.[287] He is an Honorary Fellow of University College, Oxford, which he attended as a Rhodes Scholar, although he did not complete his studies there.[288][289] Schools have been named for Clinton,[290][291][292] and statues have been built to pay him homage.[293][294] U.S. states where he has been honored include Missouri,[295] Arkansas,[296] Kentucky,[297] and New York.[298] He was presented with the Medal for Distinguished Public Service by Secretary of Defense[image: External link] William Cohen in 2001.[299] The Clinton Presidential Center was opened in Little Rock, Arkansas in his honor on December 5, 2001.[300]

He has been honored in various other ways, in countries that include the Czech Republic,[301] Papua New Guinea,[302] Germany,[303] and Kosovo.[293] The Republic of Kosovo, in gratitude for his help during the Kosovo War, renamed a major street in the capital city of Pristina[image: External link] as Bill Clinton Boulevard and added a monumental Clinton statue.[304][305][306]

Clinton was selected as Time's "Man of the Year" in 1992,[307] and again in 1998, along with Ken Starr.[308] From a poll conducted of the American people in December 1999, Clinton was among eighteen included in Gallup's List of Widely Admired People of the 20th century.[309] He was honored with a Grammy Award for Best Spoken Word Album for Children, a J. William Fulbright Prize for International Understanding,[310] a TED Prize (named for the confluence of technology, entertainment and design),[311] and was named as an Honorary GLAAD Media Award recipient for his work as an advocate for the LGBT community.[312]

In 2011, President Michel Martelly of Haiti awarded Clinton with the National Order of Honour and Merit to the rank of Grand Cross "for his various initiatives in Haiti and especially his high contribution to the reconstruction of the country after the earthquake of January 12, 2010". Clinton declared at the ceremony that "in the United States of America, I really don't believe former American presidents need awards anymore, but I am very honored by this one, I love Haiti, and I believe in its promise".[313]

U.S. President Barack Obama awarded Clinton the Presidential Medal of Freedom on November 20, 2013.[314]
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 Electoral history






	Year
	Office
	District
	Democratic
	Republican
	Other



	1974
	Arkansas 3rd congressional district
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	48.17%
	John Paul Hammerschmidt
	51.83%
	
	



	1976
	Arkansas Attorney General
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	
	Unopposed
	
	
	



	1978
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	63%
	Lynn Lowe
	37%
	
	



	1980
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	48%
	Frank White
	52%
	
	



	1982
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	55%
	Frank White
	45%
	
	



	1984
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	63%
	Woody Freeman
	37%
	
	



	1986
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	64%
	Frank White
	36%
	
	



	1990
	Governor of Arkansas
	Arkansas
	Bill Clinton
	57%
	Sheffield Nelson
	42%
	
	



	1992
	President of the United States
	United States of America
	Bill Clinton
	43%
	George H. W. Bush
	37%
	Ross Perot (I)
	19%



	1996
	President of the United States
	United States of America
	Bill Clinton
	49%
	Bob Dole
	41%
	Ross Perot (Reform)
	8%
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 Authored books





	Between Hope and History. New York: Times Books. 1996. ISBN  978-0-8129-2913-3[image: External link].

	My Life (1st ed.). New York: Vintage Books. 2004. ISBN  978-1-4000-3003-3[image: External link].

	Giving: How Each of Us Can Change the World (1st ed.). New York: Knopf. 2007. ISBN  0-307-26674-5[image: External link].

	Back to Work: Why We Need Smart Government for a Strong Economy[image: External link]. Knopf. 2011. ISBN  978-0-307-95975-1[image: External link].
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 Recordings




Bill Clinton is one of the narrators on a 2003 recording of Sergei Prokofiev's Peter and the Wolf, on Pentatone, together with Mikhail Gorbachev and Sophia Loren[image: External link].
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 See also





	Clinton family

	Clinton School of Public Service

	Gun control policy of the Clinton Administration

	Historical rankings of Presidents of the United States

	List of Governors of Arkansas[image: External link]

	List of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]

	List of Presidents of the United States by previous experience




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ "Directory of Irish Genealogy: American Presidents with Irish Ancestors"[image: External link]. Homepage.eircom.net. March 23, 2004. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o Clinton, Bill (2004). My Life. Random House. ISBN  1-4000-3003-X[image: External link].


	
^ a b "Biography of William J. Clinton"[image: External link]. The White House. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 22, 2011. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ Andrews, Edmund (June 21, 1993). "Clinton Reported to Have A Brother He Never Met"[image: External link]. New York Times.


	
^ "Oprah Talks to Bill Clinton"[image: External link]. O, The Oprah Magazine. August 2004. Retrieved December 18, 2011.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l Maraniss, David (1996). First in His Class: A Biography of Bill Clinton. Touchstone. ISBN  0-684-81890-6[image: External link].


	
^ Soni, Jimmy (June 25, 2013). "10 Things You Definitely Didn't Know About Bill Clinton"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post.


	
^ David Maraniss (1996). First in His Class: A Biography of Bill Clinton. Touchstone. p. 43.


	
^ "It All Began in a Place Called Hope (Archived whitehouse.gov Article)"[image: External link]. The White House. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 19, 2011. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ Robert E. Levin, Bill Clinton: The Inside Story[image: External link], 1992, pages xxiv–xxv


	
^ "About Leadership"[image: External link]. APO.org. Retrieved April 7, 2013.


	
^ DeMolay – Hall Of Fame » William Clinton[image: External link][permanent dead link[image: External link]], quote: "Clinton was initiated into Hot Springs Chapter in Hot Springs, Arkansas, in 1961, where he served as Master Councilor. He received the Chevalier in 1964, and the Legion of Honor in 1979. Clinton was inducted into the DeMolay Hall of Fame on May 1, 1988."


	
^ "Prominent Members"[image: External link]. Kappa Kappa Psi. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 16, 2011. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ a b c Hoffman, Matthew (October 11, 1992). "The Bill Clinton we knew at Oxford: Apart from smoking dope (and not inhaling), what else did he learn over here? College friends share their memories with Matthew Hoffman"[image: External link]. The Independent.


	
^ a b Dowd, Maureen (June 9, 1994). "Oxford Journal; Whereas, He Is an Old Boy, If a Young Chief, Honor Him"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved July 17, 2009.


	
^ Christopher Hitchens. "Chris or Christopher?". Hitch-22: A Memoir. London, England: Atlantic books. pp. 106–107. ISBN  978-1-84354-922-2[image: External link].


	
^ Stanley, Alessandra (November 22, 1992). "Most Likely to Succeed"[image: External link]. The New York Times.


	
^ Cain, Nick & Growden, Greg. "21: Ten Peculiar Facts about Rugby". Rugby Union for Dummies (2 ed.). Chichester, England: John Wiley and Sons. p. 297. ISBN  978-0-470-03537-5[image: External link].


	
^ Eyal, Jonathan (June 8, 1994). "Doctor without a thesis: Bill Clinton gets an Oxford degree today, but Jonathan Eyal's verdict on his term's work is: a disaster"[image: External link]. The Independent.


	
^ Neil Hamilton, Presidents: A Biographical Dictionary[image: External link], 2005, page 367


	
^ Steven Gillon, The Pact: Bill Clinton, Newt Gingrich, and the Rivalry that Defined a Generation[image: External link], 2008, page 21


	
^ New York Times, The 1992 Campaign; A Letter by Clinton on His Draft Deferment: 'A War I Opposed and Despised'[image: External link], February 13, 1992


	
^ Lauter, David (February 13, 1992). "Clinton Releases '69 Letter on ROTC and Draft Status"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Los Angeles, CA.


	
^ Morris, Roger (April 25, 1999). Partners in Power: The Clintons and Their America[image: External link]. Regnery Publishing. p. 100. ISBN  978-0-89526-302-5[image: External link]. Retrieved August 17, 2011.


	
^ CNN, All Politics (1997). "Clinton's Draft Deferrment"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved June 19, 2014.


	
^ "Bill Clinton's Draft Letter"[image: External link]. Frontline. PBS. November 23, 1991. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ Frammolino, Ralph (April 6, 1992). "ROTC Officer Unaware of Draft Notice: Clinton: The man whose action kept the future governor in school says he was not told of 1969 induction letter. Draft board insists none was sent"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved January 6, 2013.


	
^ Public Broadcasting System, Frontline: Interview with James Carville[image: External link], 2000


	
^ a b "Hillary Rodham Clinton"[image: External link]. The White House. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 24, 2011. Retrieved August 26, 2011.


	
^ Gerstein, Josh (November 26, 2007). "The Clintons' Berkeley Summer of Love"[image: External link]. The New York Sun. Retrieved May 9, 2009.


	
^ Medley, Jasmine. "William Jefferson Clinton Presidential Center and the Clinton School of Public Service"[image: External link]. National Association of State Judicial Educators. National Association of State Judicial Educators. Retrieved November 22, 2016.


	
^ Slater, Wayne (December 16, 2007). "Texas stumping in '72 helped shape Clinton's campaign"[image: External link] (December 16, 2007). Dallas Morning News. Dallas Morning News. Retrieved November 22, 2016.


	
^ Felsenthal, Carol (May 7, 2008). "George McGovern and Bill Clinton: the State of the Friendship"[image: External link] (May 7, 2008). Huffington Post. Huffington Post. Retrieved November 22, 2016.


	
^ a b "Bill Clinton Political Career"[image: External link]. CNN. 1997. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 20, 2002. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ Adam Cohen (December 12, 2007). "Bill and Hillary Clinton's Pitch in Iowa: 'I Love the '90s' "[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ R. Emmett Tyrrell, Jr. (1996). Boy Clinton: The Political Biography[image: External link]. Eagle Publishing. ISBN  978-0-89526-439-8[image: External link].


	
^ Michael Kelly (November 27, 1992). "Little Rock Hopes Clinton Presidency Will Put Its Dogpatch Image to Rest"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ Jonathan W. Nicholsen. "Bill Clinton Timeline"[image: External link]. Timeline Help. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 13, 2011. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ a b Pendleton, Scott (July 21, 1992). "Governor Gets High Marks for Public Education Reforms"[image: External link]. The Christian Science Monitor.


	
^ a b c d e f Klein, Joe (2002). The Natural: The Misunderstood Presidency of Bill Clinton[image: External link]. Doubleday. ISBN  0-7679-1412-0[image: External link].


	
^ "Bill Clinton, New Democrat"[image: External link]. DLC. July 25, 2004. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 9, 2012. Retrieved August 30, 2010.


	
^ Blumenthal, Sidney (2003). The Clinton Wars (1st ed.). Farrar, Straus and Giroux. ISBN  0-374-12502-3[image: External link].


	
^ a b c d e f g h Harris, John F. (2006). The Survivor: Bill Clinton in the White House (1st ed.). Random House Trade Paperbacks. ISBN  0-375-76084-9[image: External link].


	
^ a b George Stephanopoulos, All Too Human: A Political Education, 1999, ISBN 978-0-316-92919-6[image: External link]


	
^ Nguyen, Alexander (July 14, 2000). "Bill Clinton's Death Penalty Waffle—and Why It's Good News for Execution's Foes"[image: External link]. The American Prospect. Retrieved August 30, 2010. In his early days, Clinton opposed the death penalty. And while he and his wife Hillary Rodham Clinton were both teaching at the University of Arkansas Law School, she wrote an appellate brief that helped save a mentally retarded man from execution. "Clinton was against the death penalty," says Arkansas attorney Jeff Rosenzweig, who, like Clinton, grew up in Hot Springs, Arkansas. "He told me so."


	
^ "Arkansas"[image: External link]. Death Penalty Information Center. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 27, 2010. Retrieved February 24, 2010.


	
^ "Clemency"[image: External link]. Death Penalty Information Center. Archived[image: External link] from the original on February 21, 2010. Retrieved February 24, 2010.


	
^ David Maraniss, First in His Class: A Biography of Bill Clinton (New York: Random House, 1996; ISBN 978-0-684-81890-0[image: External link]).


	
^ Church, George J. (January 27, 1992). "Cover: Is Bill Clinton For Real?"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ Kornacki, Steve (July 30, 2012). "When Bill Clinton died onstage"[image: External link]. Salon. Retrieved August 6, 2012.


	
^ a b c d e Woodward, Bob (2005). The Choice: How Bill Clinton Won. Simon & Schuster[image: External link]. ISBN  0-7432-8514-X[image: External link].


	
^ Safire, William (December 6, 1993). "Essay; Looking Beyond Peace"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved October 29, 2008.


	
^ Duffy, Michael; Barrett, Laurence I.; Blackman, Ann; Carney, James (November 29, 1993). "Secrets Of Success"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved October 29, 2008.


	
^ Bob Woodward (September 15, 2007). "Greenspan Is Critical Of Bush in Memoir"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved January 9, 2014.


	
^ Steve Schifferes (January 15, 2001). "Bill Clinton's economic legacy"[image: External link]. BBC News. Retrieved January 9, 2014.


	
^ Baker, Peter (February 3, 2008). "Bill Clinton's Legacy"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved July 13, 2010.


	
^ "Bill Clinton"[image: External link]. History.com. Retrieved July 13, 2010.


	
^ Stevenson, Richard (February 8, 2000). "The Battle of the Decades; Reaganomics vs. Clintonomics Is a Central Issue in 2000"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved March 15, 2011.


	
^ "Revenues, Outlays, Deficits, Surpluses, and Debt Held by the Public, 1968 to 2007, in Billions of Dollars"[image: External link]. Congressional Budget Office. September 2008. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on February 8, 2013. Retrieved July 13, 2010.


	
^ "The Budget and Deficit Under Clinton"[image: External link]. FactCheck.org. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 28, 2011. Retrieved August 17, 2011.


	
^ "Historical Debt Outstanding – Annual 1950–1999"[image: External link]. Treasury Direct.


	
^ "Historical Debt Outstanding – Annual 2000 – 2015"[image: External link]. Treasury Direct.


	
^ "Fiscal Year 2013 Historical Tables"[image: External link] (PDF). U.S. Government Publishing Office.


	
^ Herste, Amy (January 11, 2001). "Clinton thanks New Hampshire for making him the 'Comeback Kid' "[image: External link]. CNN. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 7, 2013. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ Ifill, Gwen (March 17, 1992). "Hillary Clinton Defends Her Conduct in Law Firm"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved March 28, 2008.


	
^ MacGillis, Alec; Kornblut, Anne E. (December 21, 2007). "Hillary Clinton Embraces Her Husband's Legacy"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. p. A1. Retrieved March 28, 2008.


	
^ Applebome, Peter (January 25, 1992). "Arkansas Execution Raises Questions on Governor's Politics"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved March 28, 2008.


	
^ "How the Presidents Stack Up: A look at U.S. presidents' job-approval ratings"[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal. 2006. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 25, 2008. Retrieved October 30, 2008.


	
^ Le Beau, Bryan. "The Political Mobilization of the New Christian Right"[image: External link]. Creighton University. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 6, 2006. Retrieved December 1, 2006.


	
^ Walker, Martin (January 6, 1992). "Tough love child of Kennedy"[image: External link]. The Guardian. London. Retrieved October 12, 2007.


	
^ a b c "On this day (November 4) in 1992: Clinton beats Bush to the White House"[image: External link]. BBC News. November 4, 1992. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 18, 2008. Retrieved October 31, 2008.


	
^ "Party Division in the Senate, 1789–present"[image: External link]. United States Senate. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 18, 2011. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ "House History"[image: External link]. United States House of Representatives. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 26, 2011. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ Clinton, Bill (January 20, 1993). "First Inaugural Address of William J. Clinton; January 20, 1993"[image: External link]. Yale Law School. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ "U.S. Senate Roll Call Votes 103rd Congress – 1st Session"[image: External link]. United States Senate. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ "New Nationwide Poll Shows Strong Support for Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA)"[image: External link] (PDF). Protect Family Leave. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on December 27, 2011. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ Sharon L. Camp, The Politics of U.S. Population Assistance, in Beyond the Numbers: A Reader on Population, Consumption and the Environment (ed. Laurie Ann Mazur), p. 130.


	
^ Amy Sullivan, The Party Faithful: How and Why Democrats Are Closing the God Gap (Simon & Schuster: 2008), pp. 91–92.


	
^ Sullivan, The Party Faithful, pp. 236–37.


	
^ Richard L. Burke (February 15, 1993). "White House Hones All-Out Campaign to Sell Sacrifice"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ "The Clinton Years: Chronology"[image: External link]. Frontline: PBS. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 2, 2010. Retrieved June 13, 2010.


	
^ Woodward, Bob (2000). Maestro. New York: Simon & Schuster. p. 116.


	
^ Hillary Clinton (2003). Living History. Simon & Schuster[image: External link]. p. 172. ISBN  0-7432-2224-5[image: External link].


	
^ Ken Gormley (2010). The Death of American Virtue: Clinton vs. Starr. New York: Crown Publishers. pp. 70–71. ISBN  978-0-307-40944-7[image: External link].


	
^ Clinton, Bill (August 3, 1993). "Presidential Press Conference in Nevada"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 27, 2007.


	
^ Clinton, Bill (January 25, 1994). "William J. Clinton: Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress on the State of the Union"[image: External link]. Presidency.ucsb.edu. Retrieved August 17, 2011.


	
^ Jonathan Broder; Murray Waas (March 17, 1998). "The Road To Hale"[image: External link]. Salon. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 16, 2006. Retrieved August 25, 2007.


	
^ Karl, Jonathan (March 10, 1998). "Reporter Apologizes For Clinton Sex Article"[image: External link]. CNN. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 14, 2008.


	
^ Feder, Jody (2010). "Don't Ask, Don't Tell": A Legal Analysis. DIANE Publishing. ISBN  978-1-4379-2208-0[image: External link].


	
^ Mixner, David (November 25, 2009). Stranger Among Friends[image: External link]. Random House Publishing Group. pp. 495–497. ISBN  978-0-307-42958-2[image: External link]. Retrieved September 12, 2014.


	
^ John Cloud (November 1996). "Stranger Among Friends. – book reviews"[image: External link]. Washington Monthly. Archived from the original[image: External link] on August 26, 2011. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ "President seeks better implementation of 'don't ask, don't tell' "[image: External link]. CNN. December 11, 1999. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ "Obama certifies end of military's gay ban"[image: External link]. NBC News. Reuters. July 22, 2011. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 29, 2011. Retrieved September 7, 2011.


	
^ a b Don C. Livingston; Kenneth A. Wink (1997). "The Passage of the North American Free Trade Agreement in the U.S. House of Representatives: Presidential Leadership or Presidential Luck?". Presidential Studies Quarterly. 27.


	
^ "HR 3355 – Omnibus Crime Bill"[image: External link]. votesmart.org. Retrieved September 12, 2015.


	
^ "Bill Clinton"[image: External link]. 4to40.com. Archived from the original[image: External link] on August 26, 2010. Retrieved November 4, 2010.


	
^ "Welcome to the White House"[image: External link]. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ "The Clinton White House Web Site"[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 22, 2011. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ "Welcome to the White House"[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 23, 2011. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ Longley, Robert. "The Clinton White House Web Site: Part 2: Preserving the Clinton White House Web Site"[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 22, 2011. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ Longley, Robert. "The Clinton White House Web Site: Part 1: Perhaps the most important Web site in American history"[image: External link]. About.com. Retrieved June 6, 2007.


	
^ Hulsey, Byron. "The Altered Terrain of American Politics (Review of Do Elections Matter?)"[image: External link]. Retrieved October 29, 2008.


	
^ Robert Ray (March 16, 2000). "Final Report of the Independent Counsel ... of the Investigation In Re: Anthony Marceca"[image: External link] (PDF). United States Government Printing Office. Retrieved August 30, 2011.[permanent dead link[image: External link]]


	
^ "Independent counsel: No evidence to warrant prosecution against first lady in 'filegate' "[image: External link]. CNN. July 28, 2000. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 29, 2010. Retrieved April 26, 2010.


	
^ "PUBLIC LAW 104 – 199 – DEFENSE OF MARRIAGE ACT"[image: External link]. U.S. Government Printing Office.


	
^ Frank Rich (February 26, 2012). "Bill Clinton's shifting justifications for signing the Defense of Marriage Act"[image: External link]. New York.


	
^ a b Chris Geidner (September 29, 2011). "Becoming Law"[image: External link]. MetroWeekly.


	
^ "Bill Clinton's Justifications for Signing DOMA – New York Magazine"[image: External link]. New York. Retrieved March 28, 2015.


	
^ "Unfinished Business: The Defense of Marriage Act"[image: External link]. The New York Times. July 2, 2011.


	
^ Richard Socarides (June 26, 2013). "How The Court Ruled on DOMA and Prop. 8"[image: External link]. The New Yorker. Retrieved March 28, 2015.


	
^ "ClintonGore Accomplishments: Gay and Lesbian Americans"[image: External link]. Clinton2.nara.gov. Retrieved September 12, 2013.


	
^ a b Socarides, Richard. "Why Bill Clinton Signed the Defense of Marriage Act"[image: External link]. The New Yorker. Retrieved September 12, 2013.


	
^ Volsky, Igor. (August 5, 1995) Clinton Issued Order Letting Gays Get Security Clearances 16 Years Ago Today[image: External link]


	
^ "Clinton Grants Gay Workers Job Protection"[image: External link]. The New York Times. May 29, 1998. Retrieved September 12, 2013.


	
^ "2000.12.01: (Fact Sheet) Clinton Administration Record on HIV/AIDS"[image: External link]. Archive.hhs.gov. Retrieved September 12, 2013.


	
^ "S. 2056 (104th): Employment Nondiscrimination Act of 1996 (On Passage of the Bill)"[image: External link]. Govtrack.us. Retrieved September 12, 2013.


	
^ "Bill Clinton Backs Same-Sex Marriage"[image: External link]. The Nation. July 14, 2009. Retrieved September 12, 2013.


	
^ Clinton, Bill (March 7, 2013). "It's time to overturn DOMA"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved September 12, 2013.


	
^ "GLAAD honours Bill Clinton"[image: External link]. 3 News NZ. April 22, 2013.


	
^ Gregory Gromov. "History of the Internet and World Wide Web"[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 20, 2011. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ Bob Woodward; Brian Duffy (February 13, 1997). "Chinese Embassy Role In Contributions Probed"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ Louis Freedberg (June 2, 1995). "New Limits In Works on Immigration / Powerful commission focusing on families of legal entrants"[image: External link]. San Francisco Chronicle. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ Plummer Alston Jones (2004). Still struggling for equality: American public library services with minorities[image: External link]. Libraries Unlimited. p. 154. ISBN  1-59158-243-1[image: External link].


	
^ Robert Pear (June 8, 1995). "Clinton Embraces a Proposal To Cut Immigration by a Third"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ a b Discovery TV. "Clinton Assassination Attempt – Secret Service Secrets"[image: External link]. YouTube. Retrieved March 29, 2015.


	
^ a b c d e Gormley, Ken (February 1, 2011). The Death of American Virtue: Clinton vs. Starr. Crown Publishing Group. p. 800. ISBN  0-307-40945-7[image: External link].


	
^ N.A. "Bombs Found As Manila Readies For APEC Summit". The Seattle Times.


	
^ a b N.A. "Explosives Found Near Summit Site". Los Angeles Times. Associated Press.


	
^ Jones, Charles O. (2005). The Presidency in a Separated System. The Brookings Institution[image: External link]. p. 318.


	
^ Shogren, Elizabeth (October 4, 1997). "Clinton to Get Hearing Aids for Both Ears"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved November 1, 2012.


	
^ "Financial Services Modernization Act of 1999"[image: External link]. Federal Reserve History. Retrieved September 12, 2015.


	
^ "Time Line"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. September 13, 1998. p. A32. Retrieved January 20, 2007.


	
^ The Starr Report: The Findings of Independent Counsel Kenneth Starr on President Clinton and the Lewinsky Affair. 1998. ISBN  1-891620-24-X[image: External link].


	
^ Dan Froomkin (August 26, 1999). "Case Closed"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ a b c Senate LIS (February 12, 1999). "U.S. Senate Roll Call Votes 106th Congress – 1st Session: vote number 17 – Guilty or Not Guilty (Art I, Articles of Impeachment v. President W. J. Clinton)"[image: External link]. United States Senate. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ "Clinton impeached"[image: External link]. BBC News. December 19, 1998. Archived[image: External link] from the original on December 11, 2008. Retrieved October 29, 2008.


	
^ "The Senate Acquits President Clinton"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. February 13, 1999. Retrieved January 4, 2012.


	
^ Neal v. Clinton, Civ. No. 2000-5677[image: External link], Agreed Order of Discipline (Ark. Cir. Ct. 2001) (“Mr. Clinton admits and acknowledges ... that his discovery responses interfered with the conduct of the Jones case by causing the court and counsel for the parties to expend unnecessary time, effort, and resources”).


	
^ "Bill cops a plea"[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal. January 22, 2001.


	
^ "Clinton Pardon's List"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Associated Press. January 20, 2001. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ "Clinton pardons: Cast of characters"[image: External link]. BBC News. February 22, 2001. Retrieved September 11, 2011.


	
^ Curl, Joseph (August 30, 2011). "Clintons hit over Libby criticism"[image: External link]. The Washington Times.


	
^ "America's Flight 17"[image: External link]. Slate. July 23, 2014.


	
^ "Bill Clinton: I got closer to killing bin Laden"[image: External link]. CNN. September 24, 2006. Retrieved September 11, 2011.


	
^ Ijaz, Mansoor (December 5, 2001). "Clinton Let Bin Laden Slip Away and Metastisize"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. Retrieved June 13, 2010.


	
^ "Staff Statement No. 5"[image: External link] (PDF). 9/11 Commission. Retrieved August 6, 2009.


	
^ Lichtblau, Eric (August 17, 2005). "State Dept. Says It Warned About bin Laden in 1996"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved November 4, 2010.


	
^ John Pike. "BGM-109 Tomahawk – Smart Weapons"[image: External link]. Globalsecurity.org. Retrieved August 17, 2011.


	
^ Cohen, William (April 7, 1999). "Secretary Cohen's Press Conference at NATO Headquarters"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 29, 2011. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ Clinton, Bill (August 30, 2011). "Press Conference by the President"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 29, 2007.


	
^ "Resolution 1244 (1999)"[image: External link]. NATO. June 10, 1999. Archived[image: External link] from the original on June 29, 2011. Retrieved August 17, 2011.


	
^ Adam Roberts (April 10, 2003). "The Impact of the Laws of War in Contemporary Conflicts (PDF)"[image: External link] (PDF). Princeton University. Retrieved January 25, 2007.


	
^ "Two die in Apache crash"[image: External link]. BBC News. May 5, 1999. Retrieved August 17, 2011.


	
^ Pilger, John (September 4, 2000). "US and British officials told us that at least 100,000 were murdered in Kosovo. A year later, fewer than 3,000 bodies have been found"[image: External link]. New Statesman.


	
^ Daniel Pearl; Robert Block (December 31, 1999). "War in Kosovo Was Cruel, Bitter, Savage; Genocide It Wasn't". The Wall Street Journal. p. A1.


	
^ "Kosovo assault 'was not genocide' "[image: External link]. BBC News. September 7, 2001. Retrieved August 17, 2011.


	
^ George J. Andreopoulos. "Ethnic Cleansing"[image: External link]. Encyclopædia Britannica. Retrieved September 11, 2011.


	
^ a b "The charges against Milosevic"[image: External link]. BBC News. March 11, 2006. Retrieved August 17, 2011.


	
^ Milosevic's war crimes trial a 4-year marathon[image: External link], CNN (March 11, 2006).


	
^ Clinton, Bill (January 27, 1998). "Text of President Clinton's 1998 State of the Union Address"[image: External link]. The Washington Post (Press release). Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ "Iraq Liberation Act of 1998, H.R.4655, One Hundred Fifth Congress of United States of America at Second Session"[image: External link]. Library of Congress. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 18, 2007. Retrieved February 18, 2007.


	
^ "H.R.4655 – Iraq Liberation Act of 1998"[image: External link].


	
^ "Address to the Nation on Completion of Military Strikes in Iraq"[image: External link]. Presidency.ucsb.edu. December 19, 1998. Retrieved July 22, 2013.


	
^ John Pike. "Operation Southern Watch"[image: External link]. Web.archive.org. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 9, 2007. Retrieved July 22, 2013.


	
^ John Pike. "Operation Northern Watch"[image: External link]. Web.archive.org. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 9, 2007. Retrieved July 22, 2013.


	
^ "Clinton's Vietnam visit"[image: External link]. BBC News. November 16, 2000. Retrieved September 11, 2011.


	
^ Smith, Matt (October 10, 2000). "Clinton signs China trade bill"[image: External link]. CNN. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 14, 2014. Retrieved July 3, 2014.


	
^ Peter B. Levy (2002). Encyclopedia of the Clinton Presidency[image: External link]. Greenwood Publishing Group. p. 57. ISBN  0-313-31294-X[image: External link].


	
^ "Historical Budget Data"[image: External link] (PDF). Congressional Budget Office. January 26, 2006. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on January 1, 2007. Retrieved January 20, 2007.


	
^ Shyovitz, David. "Camp David 2000"[image: External link]. Jewish Virtual Library. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 19, 2011. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ "Biographies of Current Justices of the Supreme Court"[image: External link]. Supremecourt.gov. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 21, 2011. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ "Appointment and swearing in of Justice Breyer, 1994"[image: External link]. Law.onecle.com. September 30, 1994. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ "Biographical Directory of Federal Judges"[image: External link]. Federal Judicial Center. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 30, 2016. Retrieved August 29, 2011.


	
^ Meg Greene, Sonia Sotomayor: A Biography (ABC-CLIO, 2012), pp. 121–29.


	
^ Sonia Sotomayor Fast Facts[image: External link], CNN Library (June 22, 2015).


	
^ Nancy Scherer, Scoring Points: Politicians, Activists, and the Lower Federal Court Appointment Process (Stanford University Press, 2005), p. 85.


	
^ a b Scherer, p. 85.


	
^ Henry J. Reske, Appointment Breaks Barrier: First Openly Gay Federal Judge Assumes Duties[image: External link], ABA Journal (December 1994), p. 27.


	
^ "Bill Clinton: Job Ratings"[image: External link]. Pollingreport.com. Retrieved August 17, 2011.


	
^ "Clinton's approval rating up in wake of impeachment"[image: External link]. CNN. December 20, 1998. Retrieved September 11, 2011.


	
^ Bootie Cosgrove-Mather (June 7, 2004). "A Look Back at the Polls"[image: External link]. CBS News. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ a b c d David W. Moore, Clinton Leaves Office With Mixed Public Reaction[image: External link], Gallup Organization (January 12, 2001).


	
^ Gary Langer (January 17, 2001). "Poll: Clinton Legacy Mixed"[image: External link]. ABC News. Retrieved January 19, 2013.


	
^ "Poll: Clinton outperformed Bush"[image: External link]. CNN. May 15, 2006. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ Lydia Saad, Lincoln Resumes Position as Americans' Top-Rated President: Reagan and Clinton lead among members of their respective parties[image: External link], Gallup (February 19, 2007).


	
^ Frank Newport, [Americans Say Reagan Is the Greatest U.S. President: Lincoln and Clinton next on the list; Washington fifth], Gallup (February 18, 2011).


	
^ a b Obama Is First As Worst President Since WWII, Quinnipiac University National Poll Finds; More Voters Say Romney Would Have Been Better[image: External link], Quinnipiac University (July 2, 2014).


	
^ New ranking of U.S. presidents puts Lincoln at No. 1, Obama at 18; Kennedy judged most overrated – The Washington Post.[image: External link]. Retrieved March 24, 2015


	
^ Sandalow, Marc (January 14, 2001). "Clinton Era Marked by Scandal, Prosperity: 1st Baby Boomer in White House Changed Notions of Presidency"[image: External link]. San Francisco Chronicle. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 11, 2008. Retrieved October 29, 2008.


	
^ Martin Walker, Clinton: the President they deserve, Fourth Estate 1999


	
^ Bob Woodward, The choice: how Clinton won, Touchstone 1996, ISBN 0-684-81308-4[image: External link]


	
^ Bresler, Robert J. (January 2001). "The Muddled Meaning of the 2000 Election"[image: External link]. USA Today (Society for the Advancement of Education). Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 6, 2008. Retrieved January 2, 2007.


	
^ a b American Frontline:Stories of Bill[image: External link]. Retrieved May 4, 2015


	
^ Mérida, Kevin (December 20, 1998). "It's Come To This: A Nickname That's Proven Hard to Slip"[image: External link]. The Washington Post.


	
^ Baker, Peter (October 11, 2007). "Head and Shoulders Above the Rest"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 28, 2011. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ Carnahan, Ira (May 19, 2004). "Presidential Timber Tends To Be Tall"[image: External link]. Forbes. Retrieved September 11, 2011.


	
^ Hurt, Charles; Campanile, Carl (June 27, 2007). "Rudy Bops Bubba"[image: External link]. New York Post. Retrieved August 23, 2012.


	
^ Dowd, Maureen (October 22, 2000). "Liberties; Dare Speak His Name"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved August 23, 2012. They're going to have to let the big dog run.


	
^ Rutenberg, Jim; Zernike, Kate (September 20, 2010). "Bill Clinton Stumps for Obama"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved August 23, 2012. The Big Dog, as he is known among those in the tight world of Clinton associates ...


	
^ McDuffee, Allen (September 6, 2012). "Bill Clinton's DNC speech as 'explainer in chief,' 'it takes some brass,' and more [AM Briefing]"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved January 25, 2013.


	
^ Poniewozik, James (September 6, 2012). "The Morning After: Obama Turns to Bill Clinton, Explainer-in-Chief"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved January 25, 2013.


	
^ "A Conversation With President Bill Clinton on Race in America Today"[image: External link]. Center for American Progress. July 16, 2004. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ a b Morrison, Toni (October 1998). "Clinton as the first black president"[image: External link]. The New Yorker. Archived[image: External link] from the original on October 21, 2006. Retrieved December 1, 2006.


	
^ Coates, Ta-Nehisi (August 27, 2015). "It Was No Compliment to Call Bill Clinton 'The First Black President' "[image: External link]. The Atlantic. Retrieved October 21, 2016.


	
^ Sullivan, The Party Faithful, p. 101.


	
^ Sullivan, The Party Faithful, p. 9.


	
^ a b Robert G. Kaiser; Ira Chinoy (May 2, 1999). "Scaife: Funding Father of the Right"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved August 19, 2013.


	
^ "Clinton Welcomes Jones Decision; Appeal Likely"[image: External link]. CNN. April 2, 1998. Retrieved September 11, 2011.


	
^ "Text of Jones's Appeal"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. July 31, 1998. Retrieved August 25, 2010.


	
^ Clines, Francis X. (March 14, 1998). "Testing of a President: The Accuser; Jones Lawyers Issue Files Alleging Clinton Pattern of Harassment of Women"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ "Appeals court ponders Paula Jones settlement"[image: External link]. CNN. November 18, 1998. Retrieved September 11, 2011.


	
^ Baker, Peter (November 14, 1998). "Clinton Settles Paula Jones Lawsuit for $850,000"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved October 27, 2011.


	
^ "Deposition of William Jefferson Clinton, January 17, 1998"[image: External link]. CNN. March 13, 1998. Retrieved September 11, 2011.


	
^ "Lewinsky scandal". The Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition[image: External link]. Columbia University Press. 2008. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 18, 2009. Retrieved February 9, 2010.


	
^ "Declaration of Gennifer Flowers"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. March 13, 1998. Retrieved March 20, 2008.


	
^ "Gennifer Flowers may proceed with defamation suit"[image: External link]. Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press. November 19, 2002. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 9, 2007. Retrieved March 20, 2008. At the press conference, Flowers – who initially denied allegations that she had an affair with then Arkansas governor Bill Clinton but then changed her story – played tapes of conversations she had secretly recorded between herself and Clinton


	
^ "Archived copy"[image: External link]. Retrieved May 27, 2012.[dead link[image: External link]]


	
^ Clines, Francis X. (March 14, 1998). "Testing Of A President: The Accuser; Jones Lawyers Issue Files Alleging Clinton Pattern Of Harassment Of Women"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved March 20, 2008. In his January deposition, the president, though finally confirming a sexual encounter with Ms. Flowers, was precise in denying Ms. Willey's report that he had sought to kiss her and feel her breasts in an encounter in his private dining room off the Oval Office.


	
^ "The Lives Of Kathleen Willey"[image: External link]. CNN. March 30, 1998. Retrieved September 11, 2011.


	
^ John M. Broder (March 19, 1998). "Friend Accuses Willey for Plea to her to Lie"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved February 15, 2014.


	
^ Peter Levy (November 30, 2001). Encyclopedia of the Clinton Presidency[image: External link]. Greenwood Publishing Group. pp. 328–329. ISBN  978-0-313-31294-6[image: External link]. Retrieved February 15, 2014.


	
^ "Stalking the president"[image: External link]. Salon. January 1999. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 29, 2011. Retrieved February 15, 2014.


	
^ "Full Transcript of NBC Dateline report on Juanita Broaddrick"[image: External link]. February 1999. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 16, 2006.


	
^ "All the President's Women – Elizabeth Ward Gracen"[image: External link]. Comedy on Tap.


	
^ "Former Miss America Apologizes To First Lady"[image: External link]. CNN. April 25, 1998. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 14, 2008. Retrieved November 9, 2008.


	
^ "Big Year for the Bad News Bearers"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. December 24, 1998.


	
^ Josh Gerstein (January 17, 2006). "Clinton Eligible, Once Again, To Practice Law"[image: External link]. New York Sun. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ Bill Clinton's Democratic Convention Speeches[image: External link], The New York Times (September 5, 2012).


	
^ The Permanent Election[image: External link]. (August 27, 2003) The American Prospect. Retrieved February 3, 2016.


	
^ "House Passes Resolution Authorizing Use of Force in Iraq; New Jerssy Supreme Court Hears Argument For, Against New Democrat on Ballot"[image: External link]. CNN. October 2, 2002. Retrieved August 30, 2010.


	
^ Andrew Grice (October 3, 2002). "Clinton urges caution over Iraq as Bush is granted war powers"[image: External link]. The Independent. London. Archived from the original[image: External link] on August 21, 2011. Retrieved August 30, 2011. As a preemptive action today, however well-justified, may come back with unwelcome consequences in the future. And because I don't care – and I've done this. I've ordered these kinds of actions. I don't care how precise your bombs and your weapons are, when you set them off, innocent people will die.


	
^ "Bill Clinton Says He Opposed Iraq War from Start (UPDATED)"[image: External link]. Outsidethebeltway.com. November 28, 2007. Retrieved September 12, 2013.


	
^ "Last-minute climate deals reached"[image: External link]. BBC News. December 10, 2005. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ "Clinton Library open for business"[image: External link]. BBC News. November 18, 2004. Retrieved September 11, 2011.


	
^ Glaister, Dan (May 22, 2006). "Oprah Winfrey book deal tops Clinton's $12 m"[image: External link]. The Guardian. London. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
^ "Best Sellers"[image: External link]. The New York Times. September 23, 2007. Archived[image: External link] from the original on May 10, 2013. Retrieved September 18, 2007.


	
^ "Clinton to be U.N.'s envoy on tsunami relief"[image: External link]. MSNBC. Associated Press. February 1, 2005. Retrieved August 30, 2011.

















	
238. ^ "2006 Philadelphia Liberty Medal Award"[image: External link]. Constitutioncenter.org. Retrieved August 26, 2011.


	
239. ^ Maske, Mark (January 27, 2005). "Senior Bush, Clinton to Appear at Super Bowl"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved April 26, 2010.


	
240. ^ "Bush, Clinton end tsunami visit"[image: External link]. BBC News. February 21, 2005. Retrieved September 11, 2011.


	
241. ^ "Former Presidents Bush, Clinton Represent U.S. at Boris Yeltsin's Funeral"[image: External link]. Fox News Channel. April 24, 2007.


	
242. ^ Jon Meacham (December 20, 2009). "Planetary Problem Solver"[image: External link]. Newsweek. Archived from the original[image: External link] on August 16, 2011. Retrieved September 11, 2011.


	
243. ^ "Clinton Global Initiative"[image: External link]. Clinton Global Initiative. June 19, 2011. Archived[image: External link] from the original on August 7, 2011. Retrieved August 17, 2011.


	
244. ^ "William J. Clinton Foundation announces agreement to reduce junk food in schools"[image: External link]. Comcast.net. Retrieved August 25, 2010.


	
245. ^ "Clinton Foundation and Climate Partnership, Press Release"[image: External link]. August 1, 2006. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 27, 2007.


	
246. ^ Baker, Peter; Davies, Anne (November 18, 2008). "Obama team turns scrutiny on Bill Clinton"[image: External link]. The Age. Melbourne. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
247. ^ Pohla Smith (August 20, 2008). "Young man combines expertise in economics and social issues at Clinton Foundation"[image: External link]. Pittsburg Post-Gazette. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 31, 2010. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
248. ^ Indravudh, Peach (October 15, 2006). "Clinton backs Prop. 87"[image: External link]. Daily Bruin. UCLA. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
249. ^ Robert Yoon (July 30, 2008). "Bill Clinton 2007 speech haul tops $10 million"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
250. ^ Vaughn Ververs (January 26, 2008). "Analysis: Bill Clinton's Lost Legacy"[image: External link]. CBS News. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
251. ^ Peter Baker And Jim Rutenberg (June 8, 2008). "The Long Road to a Clinton Exit"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
252. ^ Jonathan Alter (August 6, 2008). "A Catharsis in Denver?"[image: External link]. Newsweek. Archived from the original[image: External link] on November 10, 2011. Retrieved September 11, 2011.


	
253. ^ Lynn Sweet (August 28, 2008). "Bill Clinton vouches for Obama: now 'ready to lead'."[image: External link]. Chicago Sun-Times. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 17, 2011. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
254. ^ "Clinton Turns to Husband's Charity to Retire Campaign Debt"[image: External link]. Fox News Channel. December 24, 2008. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
255. ^ Stephanie Condon (May 13, 2010). "Bill Clinton Raffles Himself to Pay Hillary's Campaign Debt"[image: External link]. CBS News. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
256. ^ a b "Bill Clinton meets N Korea leader"[image: External link]. BBC News. August 4, 2009. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
257. ^ "North Korea pardons US reporters"[image: External link]. BBC News. August 4, 2009. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
258. ^ Landler, Mark; Baker, Peter (August 5, 2009). "Bill Clinton and Journalists in Emotional Return to U.S."[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved August 30, 2011.


	
259. ^ "Bill Clinton to be UN Haiti envoy"[image: External link]. BBC News. May 19, 2009. Retrieved September 11, 2011.


	
260. ^ "Presidents Clinton, Bush lead effort to raise funds for Haiti"[image: External link]. CNN. January 16, 2010. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
261. ^ Jacob Kushner (August 17, 2011). "Clinton launches business loan program in Haiti"[image: External link]. ABC News. Associated Press. Retrieved December 10, 2011.


	
262. ^ Emmet Oliver (March 5, 2010). "Clinton backs NTR's environment foundation"[image: External link]. The Irish Independent. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
263. ^ "President Bill Clinton Delivers Keynote Address"[image: External link]. NTR Foundation. March 4, 2010. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
264. ^ "Bill Clinton brings it for Obama"[image: External link]. CNN. September 6, 2012.


	
265. ^ WWAY News (October 26, 2016). "Bill Clinton Rallies for Hillary in Wilmington"[image: External link]. Retrieved February 2, 2017.


	
266. ^ Rebecca Shabad (December 20, 2016). "Trump goes after Bill Clinton over post-election comments"[image: External link]. CBS News. Retrieved February 2, 2017.


	
267. ^ a b "Bill Clinton 'in good spirits' after heart procedure"[image: External link]. BBC News. February 12, 2010. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
268. ^ "Clinton surgery called successful"[image: External link]. MSNBC. Associated Press. March 10, 2005. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
269. ^ Mark Egan (February 11, 2010). "Bill Clinton in good spirits after heart procedure"[image: External link]. Reuters. Retrieved September 11, 2011.


	
270. ^ David S. Martin (August 18, 2011). "From omnivore to vegan: The dietary education of Bill Clinton"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved September 17, 2012.


	
271. ^ "Clintons Pay Off Legal Bills"[image: External link]. June 14, 2005. Retrieved March 28, 2015.


	
272. ^ a b McIntire, Mike (April 5, 2008). "Clintons made $109 Million in Last 8 Years"[image: External link]. The New York Times.


	
273. ^ How Bill And Hillary Clinton Made $240 Million In The Last 15 Years[image: External link] (November 8, 2016), Forbes


	
274. ^ a b Robert Yoon (February 6, 2016). "$153 million in Bill and Hillary Clinton speaking fees, documented"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved February 7, 2016.


	
275. ^ Ben Kamisar, Clintons earned more than $25 million for speeches since 2014[image: External link] (May 15, 2015), The Hill


	
276. ^ The Bill and Hillary Clinton Money Machine Taps Corporate Cash[image: External link], BRODY MULLINS, PETER NICHOLAS and REBECCA BALLHAUS, The Wall Street Journal, July 1, 2014


	
277. ^ Epstein, Jennifer. "Clinton Family Speeches Netted as Much as $26 Million for Foundation"[image: External link]. Bloomberg. Retrieved May 23, 2015.


	
278. ^ (linked in the NYT article)


	
279. ^ How the Clintons went from 'dead broke' to rich: Bill earned $104.9 million for speeches[image: External link] (June 26, 2014), The Washington Post


	
280. ^ a b Hillary Clinton Defends High-Dollar Speaking Fees[image: External link] (June 9, 2014), ABC News and Good Morning America


	
281. ^ Bill's $500,000 Kuwait Lecture[image: External link] (November 17, 2008), The Daily Beast


	
282. ^ Josh Gerstein, Clinton Eligible, Once Again, To Practice Law, New York Sun, January 17, 2006, downloaded from N.Y. Sun article[image: External link].


	
283. ^ Healy, Patrick (May 10, 2007). "Bill Clinton Ponders a role as 'First Gentlemen', NY Times, 2007"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved May 22, 2010.


	
284. ^ Bentley, Daniel (February 24, 2007). "Forty Million Dollar Bill, Independent, 2007"[image: External link]. The Independent. London. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 15, 2007. Retrieved May 22, 2010.


	
285. ^ "Honorary Degrees"[image: External link]. UNC-Chapel Hill Office of Faculty Governance. 1993. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
286. ^ "President Bill Clinton with an honorary doctorate of law"[image: External link]. Tulane University. May 19, 2006. Archived from the original[image: External link] on August 8, 2011. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
287. ^ "Clinton to address graduates, Honorary doctorate will be bestowed"[image: External link]. RIT News, Rochester Institute of Technology. May 18, 2007. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
288. ^ Matthew Hoffman. "The Bill Clinton we knew at Oxford: Apart from smoking dope (and not inhaling), what else did he learn over here? College friends share their memories with Matthew Hoffman"[image: External link]. The Independent. Retrieved October 27, 2016.


	
289. ^ "www.univ.ox.ac.uk"[image: External link]. University of Oxford. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 13, 2016.


	
290. ^ "Clinton Elementary"[image: External link]. Compton Unified School District. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 27, 2011. Retrieved August 31, 2010.


	
291. ^ "William Jefferson Clinton Middle School"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Unified School District. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 19, 2011. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
292. ^ "Clinton School of Public service"[image: External link]. University of Arkansas. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 20, 2011. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
293. ^ a b "Kosovo unveils Clinton's statue"[image: External link]. BBC News. November 1, 2009. Archived[image: External link] from the original on November 2, 2009. Retrieved November 2, 2009.


	
294. ^ "Kosovo to honor Bill Clinton with statue"[image: External link]. Reuters. May 23, 2007. Retrieved September 11, 2011.


	
295. ^ DeMolay International. "DeMolay Hall of Fame"[image: External link]. Demolay.org. Archived from the original[image: External link] on September 5, 2010. Retrieved August 25, 2010.


	
296. ^ Purdum, Todd S. (October 17, 2002). "Campaign Season; Another First for Clinton"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved August 6, 2009.


	
297. ^ Kentucky Colonels, Honorable Order of. "Colonels website"[image: External link]. Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels. Archived from the original[image: External link] on June 25, 2009. Retrieved December 21, 2009.


	
298. ^ Dunlap, David (November 23, 2004). "Pataki Offers Peek at 9/11 Memorial Progress"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
299. ^ "Secretary of Defense William S. Cohen presents the Department of Defense Medal for Distinguished Public Service to President Bill Clinton in a ceremonial farewell at Fort Myer, Va., on Jan. 5, 2001."[image: External link]. U.S. Department of Defense. Retrieved September 1, 2011.


	
300. ^ Van Natta, Don, Jr. (June 28, 1999). "Dinner for a Presidential Library, Contributions Welcome"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved December 17, 2009.


	
301. ^ "List of Individuals Awarded the Order of the White Lion"[image: External link]. Old.hrad.cz. October 13, 2005. Retrieved August 6, 2009.


	
302. ^ "It's now 'Chief Bill Clinton"[image: External link]. United Press International. December 3, 2006. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
303. ^ "International Prize of the city of Aachen (German)"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 6, 2008.


	
304. ^ Mike Nizza (May 23, 2007). "Statue Watch: Bill Clinton Edition"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved October 8, 2012.


	
305. ^ Dan Bilefsky (December 17, 2007). "Kosovo Struggles to Forge an Identity"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved October 8, 2012.


	
306. ^ Dan Bilefsky (December 9, 2007). "Kosovo: Forging an identity on eve of new era"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved October 8, 2012.


	
307. ^ Elizabeth P. Valk (January 4, 1993). "Bill Clinton, Man of the Year"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
308. ^ Nancy Gibbs (December 28, 1998). "Kenneth Starr & Bill Clinton, Men of the Year"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
309. ^ The Gallup Poll 1999. Wilmington, DE: Scholarly Resources Inc. 1999. pp. 248–249.


	
310. ^ AmericaLive (October 22, 2010). "President Bill Clinton Biography"[image: External link]. CNN.


	
311. ^ "2007 TED Prize winner Bill Clinton on TEDTalks"[image: External link]. TED Blog. April 4, 2007. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 28, 2011. Retrieved August 31, 2011.


	
312. ^ "24th Annual GLAAD Media Awards – Los Angeles"[image: External link]. GLAAD. Retrieved April 7, 2013.


	
313. ^ Press, ed. (July 22, 2011). "Haiti – Social: Bill Clinton receives the National Order of Honor and Merit to the rank Grand Cross gold plated"[image: External link]. Haiti Libre. Retrieved March 14, 2016.


	
314. ^ Jackson, David (November 20, 2013). "Obama awards Medal of Freedom to Clinton, Oprah, others"[image: External link]. USA Today. Retrieved November 20, 2013.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Further reading





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Primary sources






	Clinton, Bill. (with Al Gore). Science in the National Interest[image: External link]. Washington, D.C.: The White House, August 1994.

	--- (with Al Gore). The Climate Change Action Plan[image: External link]. Washington, D.C.: The White House, October 1993.

	
Taylor Branch The Clinton Tapes: Wrestling History with the President. (2009) Simon & Schuster. ISBN 978-1-4165-4333-6[image: External link]


	
Official Congressional Record Impeachment Set: ... Containing the Procedures for Implementing the Articles of Impeachment and the Proceedings of the Impeachment Trial of President William Jefferson Clinton. Washington, D.C.: U.S. G.P.O., 1999.

	
Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States, William J. Clinton. Washington, D.C.: Office of the Federal Register, National Archives and Records Administration: For sale by the Supt. of Docs., U.S. G.P.O., 1994–2002.

	
S. Daniel Abraham Peace Is Possible, foreword by Bill Clinton






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Popular books






	Peter Baker The Breach: Inside the Impeachment and Trial of William Jefferson Clinton (2000) ISBN 0-684-86813-X[image: External link]


	
James Bovard Feeling Your Pain: The Explosion and Abuse of Government Power in the Clinton-Gore Years (2000) ISBN 0-312-23082-6[image: External link]


	
Joe Conason and Gene Lyons The Hunting of the President: The Ten-Year Campaign to Destroy Bill and Hillary Clinton (2003) ISBN 0-312-27319-3[image: External link]


	
Elizabeth Drew On the Edge: The Clinton Presidency (1994) ISBN 0-671-87147-1[image: External link]


	
David Gergen Eyewitness to Power: The Essence of Leadership. (2000) ISBN 0-684-82663-1[image: External link]


	
Nigel Hamilton Bill Clinton: An American Journey (2003) ISBN 0-375-50610-1[image: External link]


	
Christopher Hitchens No One Left to Lie to: The Triangulations of William Jefferson Clinton (1999) ISBN 1-85984-736-6[image: External link]


	
Michael Isikoff[image: External link] Uncovering Clinton: A Reporter's Story (1999) ISBN 0-609-60393-0[image: External link]


	
Mark Katz Clinton and Me: A Real-Life Political Comedy (2004) ISBN 978-0-7868-6949-7[image: External link]


	David Maraniss The Clinton Enigma: A Four and a Half Minute Speech Reveals This President's Entire Life (1998) ISBN 0-684-86296-4[image: External link]


	
Dick Morris with Eileen McGann Because He Could (2004) ISBN 0-06-078415-6[image: External link]


	
Richard A. Posner An Affair of State: The Investigation, Impeachment, and Trial of President Clinton (1999) ISBN 0-674-00080-3[image: External link]


	Mark J. Rozell The Clinton Scandal and the Future of American Government (2000) ISBN 0-87840-777-4[image: External link]


	Timperlake, Edward, and William C. Triplett II Year of the Rat: How Bill Clinton Compromised U.S. Security for Chinese Cash. Washington, D.C.: Regnery Publishing, 1998. ISBN 0-89526-333-5[image: External link]


	Michael Waldman POTUS Speaks: Finding the Words That Defined the Clinton Presidency (2000) ISBN 0-7432-0020-9[image: External link]


	Ivory Tower Publishing Company. Achievements of the Clinton Administration: the Complete Legislative and Executive. (1995) ISBN 0-88032-748-0[image: External link]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Scholarly studies






	Campbell, Colin, and Bert A. Rockman, eds. The Clinton Legacy (Chatham House Pub, 2000)

	Cohen; Jeffrey E. "The Polls: Change and Stability in Public Assessments of Personal Traits, Bill Clinton, 1993–99" Presidential Studies Quarterly, Vol. 31, 2001

	Cronin, Thomas E. and Michael A. Genovese; "President Clinton and Character Questions" Presidential Studies Quarterly Vol. 28, 1998

	Davis; John. "The Evolution of American Grand Strategy and the War on Terrorism: Clinton and Bush Perspectives" White House Studies, Vol. 3, 2003

	Dumbrell, John. "Was there a Clinton doctrine? President Clinton's foreign policy reconsidered". Diplomacy and Statecraft 13.2 (2002): 43–56.

	Edwards; George C. "Bill Clinton and His Crisis of Governance" Presidential Studies Quarterly, Vol. 28, 1998

	Fisher; Patrick. "Clinton's Greatest Legislative Achievement? the Success of the 1993 Budget Reconciliation Bill" White House Studies, Vol. 1, 2001

	Glad; Betty. "Evaluating Presidential Character" Presidential Studies Quarterly, Vol. 28, 1998

	Harris, John F. The Survivor: Bill Clinton in the White House (2006).


	Head, Simon. The Clinton System[image: External link] (January 30, 2016), The New York Review of Books


	Hyland, William G. . Clinton's World: Remaking American Foreign Policy (1999) ISBN 0-275-96396-9[image: External link]


	Jewett, Aubrey W. and Marc D. Turetzky; "Stability and Change in President Clinton's Foreign Policy Beliefs, 1993–96" Presidential Studies Quarterly, Vol. 28, 1998

	Kim, Claire Jean. "Managing the Racial Breach: Clinton, Black‐White Polarization, and the Race Initiative". Political Science Quarterly 117.1 (2002): 55–79. online[image: External link]


	Laham, Nicholas, A Lost Cause: Bill Clinton's Campaign for National Health Insurance (1996)

	Lanoue, David J. and Craig F. Emmert; "Voting in the Glare of the Spotlight: Representatives' Votes on the Impeachment of President Clinton" Polity, Vol. 32, 1999

	Levy, Peter B. Encyclopedia of the Clinton presidency (Greenwood, 2002)

	Maurer; Paul J. "Media Feeding Frenzies: Press Behavior during Two Clinton Scandals" Presidential Studies Quarterly, Vol. 29, 1999

	Nie; Martin A. "'It's the Environment, Stupid!': Clinton and the Environment" Presidential Studies Quarterly, Vol. 27, 1997 in JSTOR[image: External link]


	O'Connor; Brendon. "Policies, Principles, and Polls: Bill Clinton's Third Way Welfare Politics 1992–1996" The Australian Journal of Politics and History, Vol. 48, 2002

	Poveda; Tony G. "Clinton, Crime, and the Justice Department" Social Justice, Vol. 21, 1994

	Renshon; Stanley A. The Clinton Presidency: Campaigning, Governing, and the Psychology of Leadership Westview Press, 1995

	Romano, Flavio. Clinton and Blair: the political economy of the third way (Routledge, 2007)

	Renshon; Stanley A. "The Polls: The Public's Response to the Clinton Scandals, Part 1: Inconsistent Theories, Contradictory Evidence" Presidential Studies Quarterly, Vol. 32, 2002

	Rushefsky, Mark E. and Kant Patel. Politics, Power & Policy Making: The Case of Health Care Reform in the 1990s (1998) ISBN 1-56324-956-1[image: External link]


	Schantz, Harvey L. Politics in an Era of Divided Government: Elections and Governance in the Second Clinton Administration (2001) ISBN 0-8153-3583-0[image: External link]


	Troy, Gill. The Age of Clinton: America in the 1990s (2015)

	Warshaw, Shirley Anne. The Clinton Years (Infobase Publishing, 2009)

	Wattenberg; Martin P. "The Democrats' Decline in the House during the Clinton Presidency: An Analysis of Partisan Swings" Presidential Studies Quarterly, Vol. 29, 1999

	Wattier; Mark J. "The Clinton Factor: The Effects of Clinton's Personal Image in 2000 Presidential Primaries and in the General Election" White House Studies, Vol. 4, 2004






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





Find more aboutBill Clintonat Wikipedia's sister projects[image: External link]



	Definitions[image: External link] from Wiktionary

	Media[image: External link] from Commons

	News[image: External link] from Wikinews

	Quotations[image: External link] from Wikiquote

	Texts[image: External link] from Wikisource





Official


	Presidential Library & Museum[image: External link]

	White House biography[image: External link]



Organizations


	Clinton Foundation[image: External link]



Interviews, speeches, and statements


	
Appearances[image: External link] on C-SPAN


	
Bill Clinton[image: External link] at TED


	
Full audio of a number of Clinton speeches[image: External link] Miller Center of Public Affairs


	
Oral History Interview with Bill Clinton[image: External link] from Oral Histories of the American South[image: External link], June 1974

	
"The Wanderer"[image: External link], a profile from The New Yorker, September 2006



Media coverage


	"Bill Clinton collected news and commentary"[image: External link]. The Guardian.

	"Bill Clinton collected news and commentary"[image: External link]. The New York Times.

	"Bill Clinton collected news and commentary"[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal.



Other


	
Bill Clinton[image: External link] at DMOZ


	
Extensive essays on Bill Clinton[image: External link] and shorter essays on each member of his cabinet and First Lady from the Miller Center of Public Affairs


	
"Life Portrait of Bill Clinton"[image: External link], from C-SPAN's American Presidents: Life Portraits, December 20, 1999

	
Clinton[image: External link] an American Experience documentary

	
Bill Clinton[image: External link] on Internet Movie Database






Categories[image: External link]:

	Clinton administration cabinet members[image: External link]

	Bill Clinton[image: External link]

	1946 births[image: External link]

	20th-century American politicians[image: External link]

	20th-century American writers[image: External link]

	20th-century Baptists[image: External link]

	21st-century American politicians[image: External link]

	21st-century American writers[image: External link]

	21st-century Baptists[image: External link]

	Alumni of University College, Oxford[image: External link]

	Ambassadors of the United States to Haiti[image: External link]

	Arkansas Attorneys General[image: External link]

	American autobiographers[image: External link]

	Arkansas Democrats[image: External link]

	American gun control advocates[image: External link]

	American health activists[image: External link]

	American humanitarians[image: External link]

	Arkansas lawyers[image: External link]

	American male writers[image: External link]

	American memoirists[image: External link]

	American people of English descent[image: External link]

	American people of Irish descent[image: External link]

	American people of Scotch-Irish descent[image: External link]

	American people of Scottish descent[image: External link]

	American political writers[image: External link]

	American Rhodes Scholars[image: External link]

	American saxophonists[image: External link]

	Assassination attempt survivors[image: External link]

	Baptists from the United States[image: External link]

	Candidates in United States elections, 1980[image: External link]

	Clinton Foundation people[image: External link]

	Collars of the Order of the White Lion[image: External link]

	Democratic Party Presidents of the United States[image: External link]

	Democratic Party state governors of the United States[image: External link]

	Democratic Party (United States) presidential nominees[image: External link]

	Disbarred lawyers[image: External link]

	Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service alumni[image: External link]

	Family of Bill and Hillary Clinton[image: External link]

	Fellows of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences[image: External link]

	Fellows of University College, Oxford[image: External link]

	Governors of Arkansas[image: External link]

	Grammy Award winners[image: External link]

	Grand Companions of the Order of Logohu[image: External link]

	Grand Crosses of the National Order of Honour and Merit[image: External link]

	Hot Springs High School (Arkansas) alumni[image: External link]

	Impeached Presidents of the United States[image: External link]

	Lewinsky scandal[image: External link]

	LGBT rights activists from the United States[image: External link]

	Living people[image: External link]

	People from Hope, Arkansas[image: External link]

	People from Hot Springs, Arkansas[image: External link]

	Phi Beta Kappa members[image: External link]

	Political careers by person[image: External link]

	Politicians from Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link]

	Presidential Medal of Freedom recipients[image: External link]

	Presidents of the United States[image: External link]

	Recipients of St. George's Order of Victory[image: External link]

	Recipients of the Order of the Cross of Terra Mariana, 1st Class[image: External link]

	Recipients of the Presidential Medal of Distinction of Israel[image: External link]

	Rodham family[image: External link]

	Spouses of New York politicians[image: External link]

	Spouses of United States Cabinet members[image: External link]

	Spouses of United States Senators[image: External link]

	United Nations officials[image: External link]

	United States presidential candidates, 1992[image: External link]

	United States presidential candidates, 1996[image: External link]

	United States presidential electors, 2016[image: External link]

	University of Arkansas people[image: External link]

	Writers from Arkansas[image: External link]

	Yale Law School alumni[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 10 June 2017, at 22:25.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Bill Clinton: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Clinton [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Bill_Clinton [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Origin

	2 Powers and duties

	3 Selection process

	4 Compensation

	5 Post-presidency

	6 Timeline of presidents

	7 See also

	8 Notes

	9 References

	10 Further reading

	11 External links





President of the United States
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The President of the United States (informally referred to as "POTUS")[8][note 2] is the head of state[image: External link] and head of government[image: External link] of the United States[image: External link]. The president directs the executive branch[image: External link] of the federal government[image: External link] and is the commander-in-chief[image: External link] of the United States Armed Forces[image: External link].

The president is considered to be one of the world's most powerful political figures, as the leader of the only contemporary global superpower[image: External link].[9][10][11][12] The role includes being the commander-in-chief of the world's most expensive military[image: External link] with the second largest nuclear arsenal[image: External link] and leading the nation with the largest economy by nominal GDP[image: External link]. The office of President holds significant hard[image: External link] and soft power[image: External link] both domestically and abroad.

Article II of the U.S. Constitution[image: External link] vests the executive power of the United States in the president. The power includes execution of federal law, alongside the responsibility of appointing federal executive, diplomatic, regulatory and judicial officers, and concluding treaties with foreign powers with the advice and consent[image: External link] of the Senate. The president is further empowered to grant federal pardons and reprieves[image: External link], and to convene and adjourn either or both houses of Congress under extraordinary circumstances.[13] The president is largely responsible for dictating the legislative agenda of the party to which the president is a member. The president also directs the foreign and domestic policy of the United States.[14] Since the office of President was established in 1789, its power has grown substantially, as has the power of the federal government as a whole.[15]

The president is indirectly elected[image: External link] by the people through the Electoral College[image: External link] to a four-year term, and is one of only two nationally elected federal officers, the other being the Vice President of the United States.[16] However, nine vice presidents have assumed the presidency without having been elected to the office, by virtue of a president's intra-term death or resignation.[note 3]

The Twenty-second Amendment[image: External link] (adopted in 1951) prohibits anyone from being elected president for a third term. It also prohibits a person from being elected to the presidency more than once if that person previously had served as president, or acting president[image: External link], for more than two years of another person's term as president. In all, 44 individuals[image: External link] have served 45 presidencies (counting Grover Cleveland's two non-consecutive terms separately) spanning 57 full four-year terms.[17] On January 20, 2017, Donald Trump was sworn in[image: External link] as the 45th and current president.



TOP
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 Origin




In 1776, the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link], acting through the Second Continental Congress[image: External link], declared political independence from Great Britain[image: External link] during the American Revolution[image: External link]. The new states, though independent of each other as nation states[image: External link],[18] recognized the necessity of closely coordinating their efforts against the British.[19] Desiring to avoid anything that remotely resembled a monarchy[image: External link], Congress negotiated the Articles of Confederation[image: External link] to establish a weak alliance between the states.[18] As a central authority, Congress under the Articles was without any legislative power; it could make its own resolutions, determinations, and regulations, but not any laws, nor any taxes or local commercial regulations enforceable upon citizens.[19] This institutional design reflected the conception of how Americans believed the deposed British system of Crown[image: External link] and Parliament[image: External link] ought to have functioned with respect to the royal dominion[image: External link]: a superintending body for matters that concerned the entire empire.[19] Out from under any monarchy, the states assigned some formerly royal prerogatives[image: External link] (e.g., making war, receiving ambassadors, etc.) to Congress, while severally lodging the rest within their own respective state governments. Only after all the states agreed to a resolution settling competing western land claims did the Articles take effect on March 1, 1781, when Maryland[image: External link] became the final state to ratify them.

In 1783, the Treaty of Paris[image: External link] secured independence for each of the former colonies. With peace at hand, the states each turned toward their own internal affairs.[18] By 1786, Americans found their continental borders besieged and weak, their respective economies in crises as neighboring states agitated trade rivalries with one another, witnessed their hard currency[image: External link] pouring into foreign markets to pay for imports, their Mediterranean[image: External link] commerce preyed upon by North African[image: External link] pirates[image: External link], and their foreign-financed Revolutionary War debts unpaid and accruing interest.[18] Civil and political unrest loomed.

Following the successful resolution of commercial and fishing disputes between Virginia[image: External link] and Maryland at the Mount Vernon Conference[image: External link] in 1785, Virginia called for a trade conference between all the states, set for September 1786 in Annapolis, Maryland[image: External link], with an aim toward resolving further-reaching interstate commercial antagonisms. When the convention[image: External link] failed for lack of attendance due to suspicions among most of the other states, Alexander Hamilton[image: External link] led the Annapolis delegates in a call for a convention to offer revisions to the Articles, to be held the next spring in Philadelphia[image: External link]. Prospects for the next convention appeared bleak until James Madison and Edmund Randolph[image: External link] succeeded in securing George Washington's attendance to Philadelphia as a delegate for Virginia.[18][20]

When the Constitutional Convention[image: External link] convened in May 1787, the 12 state delegations in attendance (Rhode Island[image: External link] did not send delegates) brought with them an accumulated experience over a diverse set of institutional arrangements between legislative and executive branches from within their respective state governments. Most states maintained a weak executive without veto or appointment powers, elected annually by the legislature to a single term only, sharing power with an executive council, and countered by a strong legislature.[18] New York offered the greatest exception, having a strong, unitary governor with veto and appointment power elected to a three-year term, and eligible for reelection to an indefinite number of terms thereafter.[18] It was through the closed-door negotiations at Philadelphia that the presidency framed in the U.S. Constitution[image: External link] emerged.
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 Powers and duties
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 Article I legislative role




The first power the Constitution[image: External link] confers upon the president is the veto[image: External link]. The Presentment Clause[image: External link] requires any bill passed by Congress to be presented to the president before it can become law. Once the legislation has been presented, the president has three options:


	Sign the legislation; the bill then becomes law.

	Veto the legislation and return it to Congress, expressing any objections; the bill does not become law, unless each house of Congress votes to override the veto by a two-thirds vote.

	Take no action. In this instance, the president neither signs nor vetoes the legislation. After 10 days, not counting Sundays, two possible outcomes emerge:

	If Congress is still convened, the bill becomes law.

	If Congress has adjourned, thus preventing the return of the legislation, the bill does not become law. This latter outcome is known as the pocket veto[image: External link].







In 1996, Congress attempted to enhance the president's veto power with the Line Item Veto Act[image: External link]. The legislation empowered the president to sign any spending bill into law while simultaneously striking certain spending items within the bill, particularly any new spending, any amount of discretionary spending, or any new limited tax benefit. Congress could then repass that particular item. If the president then vetoed the new legislation, Congress could override the veto by its ordinary means, a two-thirds vote in both houses. In Clinton v. City of New York[image: External link], 524[image: External link] U.S.[image: External link] 417[image: External link] (1998), the U.S. Supreme Court ruled such a legislative alteration of the veto power to be unconstitutional.
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 Article II executive powers
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 War and foreign affairs powers




Perhaps the most important of all presidential powers is the command of the United States Armed Forces[image: External link] as its commander-in-chief[image: External link]. While the power to declare war is constitutionally vested in Congress, the president has ultimate responsibility for direction and disposition of the military. The present-day operational command of the Armed Forces (belonging to the Department of Defense) is normally exercised through the Secretary of Defense[image: External link], with assistance of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link], to the Combatant Commands[image: External link], as outlined in the presidentially approved Unified Command Plan (UCP).[21][22][23] The framers of the Constitution took care to limit the president's powers regarding the military; Alexander Hamilton[image: External link] explains this in Federalist No. 69[image: External link]:


The President is to be commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the United States. ... It would amount to nothing more than the supreme command and direction of the military and naval forces ... while that [the power] of the British king[image: External link] extends to the DECLARING of war and to the RAISING and REGULATING of fleets and armies, all [of] which ... would appertain to the legislature.[24] [Emphasis in the original.]



Congress, pursuant to the War Powers Resolution[image: External link], must authorize any troop deployments longer than 60 days, although that process relies on triggering mechanisms that have never been employed, rendering it ineffectual.[25] Additionally, Congress provides a check to presidential military power through its control over military spending and regulation. While historically presidents initiated the process for going to war,[26][27] critics have charged that there have been several conflicts in which presidents did not get official declarations, including Theodore Roosevelt's military move into Panama[image: External link] in 1903,[26] the Korean War[image: External link],[26] the Vietnam War,[26] and the invasions of Grenada[image: External link] in 1983[28] and Panama[image: External link] in 1990.[29]

Along with the armed forces, the president also directs U.S. foreign policy[image: External link]. Through the Department of State[image: External link] and the Department of Defense, the president is responsible for the protection of Americans abroad and of foreign nationals in the United States. The president decides whether to recognize new nations and new governments, and negotiates treaties with other nations, which become binding on the United States when approved by two-thirds vote of the Senate.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Administrative powers




The president is the head of the executive branch of the federal government and is constitutionally obligated[image: External link] to "take care that the laws be faithfully executed".[30] The executive branch has over four million employees, including members of the military.[31]

Presidents make numerous executive branch appointments: an incoming president may make up to 6,000 before taking office and 8,000 more while serving. Ambassadors[image: External link], members of the Cabinet, and other federal officers, are all appointed by a president with the "advice and consent[image: External link]" of a majority of the Senate. When the Senate is in recess for at least ten days, the president may make recess appointments[image: External link].[32] Recess appointments are temporary and expire at the end of the next session of the Senate.

The power of a president to fire executive officials has long been a contentious political issue. Generally, a president may remove purely executive officials at will.[33] However, Congress can curtail and constrain a president's authority to fire commissioners of independent regulatory agencies and certain inferior executive officers by statute.[34]

The president additionally possesses the ability to direct much of the executive branch through executive orders[image: External link] that are grounded in federal law[image: External link] or constitutionally granted executive power. Executive orders are reviewable by federal courts and can be superseded by federal legislation.

To manage the growing federal bureaucracy, Presidents have gradually surrounded themselves with many layers of staff, who were eventually organized into the Executive Office of the President of the United States[image: External link]. Within the Executive Office, the President's innermost layer of aides (and their assistants) are located in the White House Office[image: External link].
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 Juridical powers




The president also has the power to nominate federal judges, including members of the United States courts of appeals and the Supreme Court of the United States. However, these nominations require Senate confirmation. Securing Senate approval can provide a major obstacle for presidents who wish to orient the federal judiciary toward a particular ideological stance. When nominating judges to U.S. district courts, presidents often respect the long-standing tradition of senatorial courtesy[image: External link]. Presidents may also grant pardons[image: External link] and reprieves (Bill Clinton pardoned Patty Hearst[image: External link] on his last day in office), as is often done just before the end of a presidential term, but not without controversy.[35][36][37]

Historically, two doctrines concerning executive power have developed that enable the president to exercise executive power with a degree of autonomy. The first is executive privilege[image: External link], which allows the president to withhold from disclosure any communications made directly to the president in the performance of executive duties. George Washington first claimed privilege when Congress requested to see Chief Justice[image: External link] John Jay[image: External link]'s notes from an unpopular treaty negotiation with Great Britain[image: External link]. While not enshrined in the Constitution, or any other law, Washington's action created the precedent for the privilege. When Richard Nixon tried to use executive privilege as a reason for not turning over subpoenaed evidence to Congress during the Watergate scandal, the Supreme Court ruled in United States v. Nixon[image: External link], 418[image: External link] U.S.[image: External link] 683[image: External link] (1974), that executive privilege did not apply in cases where a president was attempting to avoid criminal prosecution. When President Bill Clinton attempted to use executive privilege regarding the Lewinsky scandal, the Supreme Court ruled in Clinton v. Jones[image: External link], 520[image: External link] U.S.[image: External link] 681[image: External link] (1997), that the privilege also could not be used in civil suits. These cases established the legal precedent[image: External link] that executive privilege is valid, although the exact extent of the privilege has yet to be clearly defined. Additionally, federal courts have allowed this privilege to radiate outward and protect other executive branch employees, but have weakened that protection for those executive branch communications that do not involve the president.[38]

The state secrets privilege[image: External link] allows the president and the executive branch to withhold information or documents from discovery[image: External link] in legal proceedings if such release would harm national security. Precedent for the privilege arose early in the 19th century when Thomas Jefferson refused to release military documents in the treason[image: External link] trial of Aaron Burr[image: External link] and again in Totten v. United States[image: External link] 92[image: External link] U.S.[image: External link] 105[image: External link] (1876), when the Supreme Court dismissed a case brought by a former Union spy.[39] However, the privilege was not formally recognized by the U.S. Supreme Court until United States v. Reynolds[image: External link] 345[image: External link] U.S.[image: External link] 1[image: External link] (1953), where it was held to be a common law[image: External link] evidentiary[image: External link] privilege.[40] Before the September 11 attacks[image: External link], use of the privilege had been rare, but increasing in frequency.[41] Since 2001, the government has asserted the privilege in more cases and at earlier stages of the litigation, thus in some instances causing dismissal of the suits before reaching the merits of the claims, as in the Ninth Circuit[image: External link]'s ruling in Mohamed v. Jeppesen Dataplan, Inc.[image: External link][40][42][43] Critics of the privilege claim its use has become a tool for the government to cover up illegal or embarrassing government actions.[44][45]
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 Legislative facilitator




The Constitution's Ineligibility Clause[image: External link] prevents the President (and all other executive officers) from simultaneously being a member of Congress. Therefore, the president cannot directly introduce legislative proposals[image: External link] for consideration in Congress. However, the president can take an indirect role in shaping legislation, especially if the president's political party has a majority in one or both houses of Congress. For example, the president or other officials of the executive branch may draft legislation and then ask senators or representatives to introduce these drafts into Congress. The president can further influence the legislative branch through constitutionally mandated, periodic reports to Congress. These reports may be either written or oral, but today are given as the State of the Union address, which often outlines the president's legislative proposals for the coming year. Additionally, the president may attempt to have Congress alter proposed legislation by threatening to veto that legislation unless requested changes are made.

In the 20th century critics began charging that too many legislative and budgetary powers have slid into the hands of presidents that should belong to Congress. As the head of the executive branch, presidents control a vast array of agencies[image: External link] that can issue regulations with little oversight from Congress. One critic charged that presidents could appoint a "virtual army of 'czars' – each wholly unaccountable to Congress yet tasked with spearheading major policy efforts for the White House".[46] Presidents have been criticized for making signing statements[image: External link] when signing congressional legislation about how they understand a bill or plan to execute it.[47] This practice has been criticized by the American Bar Association[image: External link] as unconstitutional.[48] Conservative commentator George Will[image: External link] wrote of an "increasingly swollen executive branch" and "the eclipse of Congress".[49]

According to Article II, Section 3, Clause 2[image: External link] of the Constitution, the president may convene either or both houses of Congress. If both houses cannot agree on a date of adjournment, the president may appoint a date for Congress to adjourn.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Ceremonial roles




As head of state, the president can fulfill traditions established by previous presidents. William Howard Taft started the tradition of throwing out the ceremonial first pitch[image: External link] in 1910 at Griffith Stadium[image: External link], Washington, D.C., on the Washington Senators[image: External link]' Opening Day[image: External link]. Every president since Taft, except for Jimmy Carter[image: External link], threw out at least one ceremonial first ball or pitch for Opening Day, the All-Star Game[image: External link], or the World Series[image: External link], usually with much fanfare.[50]

The President of the United States has served as the honorary president of the Boy Scouts of America[image: External link] since the founding of the organization.[51]

Other presidential traditions are associated with American holidays. Rutherford B. Hayes began in 1878 the first White House egg rolling[image: External link] for local children.[52] Beginning in 1947 during the Harry S. Truman administration, every Thanksgiving[image: External link] the president is presented with a live domestic turkey during the annual National Thanksgiving Turkey Presentation[image: External link] held at the White House. Since 1989, when the custom of "pardoning" the turkey was formalized by George H. W. Bush, the turkey has been taken to a farm where it will live out the rest of its natural life.[53]

Presidential traditions also involve the president's role as head of government. Many outgoing presidents since James Buchanan traditionally give advice to their successor during the presidential transition[image: External link].[54] Ronald Reagan and his successors have also left a private message on the desk of the Oval Office on Inauguration Day[image: External link] for the incoming president.[55]

During a state visit by a foreign head of state, the president typically hosts a State Arrival Ceremony[image: External link] held on the South Lawn[image: External link], a custom begun by John F. Kennedy in 1961.[56] This is followed by a state dinner[image: External link] given by the president which is held in the State Dining Room[image: External link] later in the evening.[57]

The modern presidency holds the president as one of the nation's premier celebrities. Some argue that images of the presidency have a tendency to be manipulated by administration public relations[image: External link] officials as well as by presidents themselves. One critic described the presidency as "propagandized leadership" which has a "mesmerizing power surrounding the office".[58] Administration public relations managers staged carefully crafted photo-ops[image: External link] of smiling presidents with smiling crowds for television cameras.[59] One critic wrote the image of John F. Kennedy was described as carefully framed "in rich detail" which "drew on the power of myth" regarding the incident of PT 109[image: External link][60] and wrote that Kennedy understood how to use images to further his presidential ambitions.[61] As a result, some political commentators have opined that American voters have unrealistic expectations of presidents: voters expect a president to "drive the economy, vanquish enemies, lead the free world, comfort tornado victims, heal the national soul and protect borrowers from hidden credit-card fees".[62]
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 Critics of presidency's evolution




Main articles: Imperial Presidency[image: External link] and Imperiled presidency[image: External link]


Most of the nation's Founding Fathers[image: External link] expected the Congress, which was the first branch of government described in the Constitution[image: External link], to be the dominant branch of government; they did not expect a strong executive.[63] However, presidential power has shifted over time, which has resulted in claims that the modern presidency has become too powerful,[64][65] unchecked, unbalanced,[66] and "monarchist" in nature.[67] Critic Dana D. Nelson[image: External link] believes presidents over the past thirty years have worked towards "undivided presidential control of the executive branch and its agencies".[68] She criticizes proponents of the unitary executive[image: External link] for expanding "the many existing uncheckable executive powers – such as executive orders, decrees, memorandums, proclamations, national security directives and legislative signing statements – that already allow presidents to enact a good deal of foreign and domestic policy without aid, interference or consent from Congress".[68] Activist Bill Wilson[image: External link] opined that the expanded presidency was "the greatest threat ever to individual freedom and democratic rule".[69]
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 Eligibility




See also: Age of candidacy[image: External link] and Natural-born-citizen clause[image: External link]


Article II, Section 1, Clause 5[image: External link] of the Constitution[image: External link] sets the following qualifications for holding the presidency:


	be a natural-born citizen of the United States;[note 4]


	be at least thirty-five years old;

	be a resident in the United States[image: External link] for at least fourteen years.



A person who meets the above qualifications is still disqualified from holding the office of president under any of the following conditions:


	Under the Twenty-second Amendment[image: External link], no person can be elected president more than twice. The amendment also specifies that if any eligible person serves as president or acting president for more than two years of a term for which some other eligible person was elected president, the former can only be elected president once. Scholars disagree over whether a person precluded by the Twenty-second Amendment to being elected president is also precluded from being vice president.[70]


	Under Article I, Section 3, Clause 7[image: External link], upon conviction in impeachment cases, the Senate has the option of disqualifying convicted individuals from holding federal office, including that of president.[71]


	Under Section 3 of the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link], no person who swore an oath to support the Constitution, and later rebelled against the United States, can become president. However, this disqualification can be lifted by a two-thirds vote of each house of Congress.
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 Campaigns and nomination




Main articles: United States presidential primary[image: External link], United States presidential nominating convention[image: External link], United States presidential election debates[image: External link], and United States presidential election[image: External link]


The modern presidential campaign begins before the primary elections[image: External link], which the two major political parties use to clear the field of candidates before their national nominating conventions[image: External link], where the most successful candidate is made the party's nominee for president. Typically, the party's presidential candidate chooses a vice presidential nominee, and this choice is rubber-stamped[image: External link] by the convention. The most common previous profession of U.S. presidents is lawyer.[72]

Nominees participate in nationally televised debates[image: External link], and while the debates are usually restricted to the Democratic[image: External link] and Republican[image: External link] nominees, third party candidates may be invited, such as Ross Perot in the 1992 debates. Nominees campaign across the country to explain their views, convince voters and solicit contributions. Much of the modern electoral process is concerned with winning swing states[image: External link] through frequent visits and mass media[image: External link] advertising drives.
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 Election and oath




Main articles: Electoral College (United States)[image: External link] and Oath of office of the President of the United States[image: External link]


The president is elected indirectly[image: External link]. A number of electors, collectively known as the Electoral College, officially select the president. On Election Day[image: External link], voters in each of the states and the District of Columbia[image: External link] cast ballots for these electors. Each state is allocated a number of electors, equal to the size of its delegation in both Houses of Congress combined. Generally, the ticket that wins the most votes in a state wins all of that state's electoral votes and thus has its slate of electors chosen to vote in the Electoral College.

The winning slate of electors meet at its state's capital on the first Monday after the second Wednesday in December, about six weeks after the election, to vote. They then send a record of that vote to Congress. The vote of the electors is opened by the sitting vice president—acting in that role's capacity as President of the Senate[image: External link]—and read aloud to a joint session of the incoming Congress, which was elected at the same time as the president.

Pursuant to the Twentieth Amendment[image: External link], the president's term of office begins at noon on January 20 of the year following the election. This date, known as Inauguration Day[image: External link], marks the beginning of the four-year terms of both the president and the vice president. Before executing the powers of the office, a president is constitutionally required to take the presidential oath[image: External link]:


I do solemnly swear (or affirm[image: External link]) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States.[73]



Although not required, presidents have traditionally palmed a Bible[image: External link] while swearing the oath and have added, "So help me God!" to the end of the oath.[74] Further, although the oath may be administered by any person authorized by law to administer oaths, presidents are traditionally sworn in by the Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link].
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 Tenure and term limits




The term of office for president and vice president is four years. George Washington, the first president, set an unofficial precedent of serving only two terms. Before Franklin D. Roosevelt, Ulysses S. Grant and Theodore Roosevelt each unsuccessfully sought a third term. In 1940, Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected to a third term after being " drafted[image: External link]" by his party[image: External link]. In 1941, the United States entered World War II, leading voters to elect Roosevelt to a fourth term in 1944. Roosevelt died on April 12, 1945, 82 days into his fourth term.

After the war, and in response to Roosevelt being elected to third and fourth terms, the Twenty-second Amendment[image: External link] was adopted. The amendment bars anyone from being elected president more than twice, or once if that person served more than half of another president's term. Harry S. Truman, president when this amendment was adopted, was exempted from its limitations and briefly sought a third (a second full) term before withdrawing from the 1952 election[image: External link].

Since the amendment's adoption, five presidents have served two full terms: Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link], Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush and Barack Obama. Jimmy Carter[image: External link] and George H. W. Bush sought a second term, but were defeated. Richard Nixon was elected to a second term, but resigned before completing it. Lyndon B. Johnson was the only president under the amendment to be eligible to serve more than two terms in total, having served for only fourteen months following John F. Kennedy's assassination[image: External link]. However, Johnson withdrew from the 1968 Democratic Primary[image: External link], surprising many Americans. Gerald Ford sought a full term, after serving out the last two years and five months of Nixon's second term, but was not elected.
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 Succession, vacancy or disability




See also: Twenty-fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link], United States presidential line of succession[image: External link], Presidential Succession Act[image: External link], and Impeachment in the United States[image: External link]


Succession to or vacancies in the office of President may arise under several possible circumstances: death, resignation and removal from office[image: External link].

Article II, Section 4[image: External link] of the Constitution allows the House of Representatives to impeach high federal officials, including the president, for "treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors." Article I, Section 3, Clause 6[image: External link] gives the Senate the power to remove impeached officials from office, given a two-thirds vote to convict. The House has thus far impeached two presidents: Andrew Johnson[image: External link] in 1868 and Bill Clinton in 1998. Neither was subsequently convicted by the Senate; however, Johnson was acquitted by just one vote.

Under Section 3 of the Twenty-fifth Amendment, the president may transfer the presidential powers and duties to the vice president, who then becomes acting president[image: External link], by transmitting a statement to the Speaker of the House[image: External link] and the President pro tempore of the Senate[image: External link] stating the reasons for the transfer. The president resumes the discharge of the presidential powers and duties upon transmitting, to those two officials, a written declaration stating that resumption. This transfer of power may occur for any reason the president considers appropriate; in 2002 and again in 2007, President George W. Bush briefly transferred presidential authority to Vice President Dick Cheney. In both cases, this was done to accommodate a medical procedure which required Bush to be sedated; both times, Bush returned to duty later the same day.[75]

Under Section 4 of the Twenty-fifth Amendment, the vice president, in conjunction with a majority of the Cabinet, may transfer the presidential powers and duties from the president to the vice president by transmitting a written declaration to the Speaker of the House and the president pro tempore of the Senate that the president is unable to discharge the presidential powers and duties. If this occurs, then the vice president will assume the presidential powers and duties as acting president; however, the president can declare that no such inability exists and resume the discharge of the presidential powers and duties. If the vice president and Cabinet contest this claim, it is up to Congress, which must meet within two days if not already in session, to decide the merit of the claim.

The United States Constitution mentions the resignation of the president, but does not regulate its form or the conditions for its validity. Pursuant to federal law, the only valid evidence of the president's resignation is a written instrument to that effect, signed by the president and delivered to the office of the Secretary of State.[76] This has only occurred once, when Richard Nixon delivered a letter to Henry Kissinger to that effect.

Section 1 of the Twenty-fifth Amendment states that the vice president becomes president upon the removal from office, death or resignation of the preceding president. The Presidential Succession Act of 1947 provides that if the offices of President and Vice President are each either vacant or are held by a disabled person, the next officer in the presidential line of succession[image: External link], the Speaker of the House, becomes acting president. The line then extends to the President pro tempore of the Senate, followed by every member of the Cabinet. These persons must fulfill all eligibility requirements of the office of President to be eligible to become acting president; ineligible individuals are skipped.
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 Political affiliation




Throughout most of its history, politics[image: External link] of the United States have been dominated by political parties[image: External link]. Political parties had not been anticipated when the U.S. Constitution was drafted in 1787, nor did they exist at the time of the first presidential election[image: External link] in 1788–1789. Organized political parties developed in the U.S. in the mid–1790s, but political factions, from which organized parties evolved, began to appear almost immediately after the Federal government came into existence. Those who supported the Washington administration[image: External link] were referred to as "pro-administration" and would eventually form the Federalist Party[image: External link], while those in opposition joined the emerging Democratic-Republican Party[image: External link].[77]

Greatly concerned about the very real capacity of political parties to destroy the fragile unity holding the nation together, Washington remained unaffiliated with any political faction or party throughout his eight-year presidency. He was, and remains, the only U.S. president never to be affiliated with a political party.[78] Since George Washington, 43 persons have been sworn into office as President, and all have been affiliated with a political party at the time they assumed office. The number of presidents per political party are:


	19 with the Republican[image: External link] Party – Chester A. Arthur, George H. W. Bush, George W. Bush, Calvin Coolidge, Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link], Gerald Ford, James A. Garfield, Ulysses S. Grant, Warren G. Harding, Benjamin Harrison, Rutherford B. Hayes, Herbert Hoover, Abraham Lincoln, William McKinley, Richard Nixon, Ronald Reagan, Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and Donald Trump


	14 with the Democratic[image: External link] Party – James Buchanan, Jimmy Carter[image: External link], Grover Cleveland, Bill Clinton, Andrew Jackson, Lyndon B. Johnson, John F. Kennedy, Barack Obama, Franklin Pierce, James K. Polk, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry S. Truman, Martin Van Buren, and Woodrow Wilson


	Four with the Democratic-Republican[image: External link] Party – John Quincy Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and James Monroe


	Four with the Whig[image: External link] Party – Millard Fillmore, William Henry Harrison, Zachary Taylor, and John Tyler


	One with the Federalist[image: External link] Party – John Adams[79]


	One with the National Union Party[image: External link] – Andrew Johnson
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 Compensation






	Presidential pay history



	Date established
	Salary
	Salary in 2016

dollars



	September 24, 1789
	$25,000
	$702,755



	March 3, 1873
	$50,000
	$1,032,868



	March 4, 1909
	$75,000
	$2,045,483



	January 19, 1949
	$100,000
	$1,008,433



	January 20, 1969
	$200,000
	$1,307,940



	January 20, 2001
	$400,000
	$542,082



	Sources:[80][81][82]





Since 2001, the president has earned a $400,000 annual salary, along with a $50,000 annual expense account, a $100,000 nontaxable travel account, and $19,000 for entertainment.[83][84] The most recent raise in salary was approved by Congress and President Bill Clinton in 1999 and went into effect in 2001.

The White House in Washington, D.C.[image: External link], serves as the official place of residence for the president. As well as access to the White House staff, facilities available to the president include medical care, recreation, housekeeping, and security services. The government pays for state dinners and other official functions, but the president pays for personal, family and guest dry cleaning and food; the high food bill often amazes new residents.[85] Naval Support Facility Thurmont, popularly known as Camp David, is a mountain-based military camp in Frederick County, Maryland[image: External link], used as a country retreat and for high alert protection of the president and guests. Blair House[image: External link], located next to the Eisenhower Executive Office Building[image: External link] at the White House Complex and Lafayette Park[image: External link], is a complex of four connected townhouses exceeding 70,000 square feet (6,500 m2) of floor space which serves as the president's official guest house and as a secondary residence for the president if needed.[86]

For ground travel, the president uses the presidential state car[image: External link], which is an armored limousine[image: External link] built on a heavily modified Cadillac[image: External link]-based chassis[image: External link].[87] One of two identical Boeing VC-25[image: External link] aircraft, which are extensively modified versions of Boeing 747[image: External link]-200B airliners, serve as long distance travel for the president and are referred to as Air Force One while the president is on board (although any U.S. Air Force aircraft the President is aboard is designated as "Air Force One" for the duration of the flight). In-country trips are typically handled with just one of the two planes while overseas trips are handled with both, one primary and one backup. Any civilian aircraft the President is aboard is designated Executive One[image: External link] for the flight.[88][89] The president also has access to a fleet of thirty-five U.S. Marine Corps[image: External link] helicopters of varying models, designated Marine One[image: External link] when the president is aboard any particular one in the fleet. Flights are typically handled with as many as five helicopters all flying together and frequently swapping positions as to disguise which helicopter the President is actually aboard to any would-be threats.

The U.S. Secret Service is charged with protecting the sitting president and the first family[image: External link]. As part of their protection, presidents, first ladies, their children and other immediate family members, and other prominent persons and locations are assigned Secret Service codenames[image: External link].[90] The use of such names was originally for security purposes and dates to a time when sensitive electronic communications were not routinely encrypted[image: External link]; today, the names simply serve for purposes of brevity, clarity, and tradition.[91]
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 Post-presidency




See also: Post-presidency of Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link] and Post-presidency of Bill Clinton


Under the Former Presidents Act[image: External link], all living former presidents are granted a pension, an office, and a staff. The pension has increased numerous times with Congressional approval. Retired presidents now receive a pension based on the salary of the current administration's cabinet secretaries, which was $199,700 each year in 2012.[92] Former presidents who served in Congress may also collect congressional pensions[image: External link].[93] The act also provides former presidents with travel funds and franking[image: External link] privileges. Prior to 1997, all former presidents, their spouses, and their children until age 16 were protected by the Secret Service until the president's death.[94][95] In 1997, Congress passed legislation limiting secret service protection to no more than 10 years from the date a president leaves office.[96] On January 10, 2013, President Obama signed legislation reinstating lifetime secret service protection for him, George W. Bush, and all subsequent presidents.[97] A spouse who remarries is no longer eligible for secret service protection.[96]

Some presidents have had significant careers after leaving office. Prominent examples include William Howard Taft's tenure as Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link] and Herbert Hoover's work on government reorganization after World War II. Grover Cleveland, whose bid for reelection failed in 1888, was elected president again four years later in 1892. Two former presidents served in Congress after leaving the White House: John Quincy Adams was elected to the House of Representatives, serving there for seventeen years, and Andrew Johnson returned to the Senate in 1875. John Tyler served in the provisional Congress of the Confederate States[image: External link] during the Civil War[image: External link] and was elected to the Confederate House of Representatives, but died before that body first met.

Presidents may use their predecessors as emissaries to deliver private messages to other nations or as official representatives of the United States to state funerals and other important foreign events.[98][99] Richard Nixon made multiple foreign trips to countries including China and Russia and was lauded as an elder statesman.[100] Jimmy Carter[image: External link] has become a global human rights[image: External link] campaigner, international arbiter, and election monitor, as well as a recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link]. Bill Clinton has also worked as an informal ambassador, most recently in the negotiations that led to the release of two American journalists[image: External link], Laura Ling and Euna Lee, from North Korea[image: External link]. Clinton has also been active politically since his presidential term ended, working with his wife Hillary on her 2008 and 2016[image: External link] presidential bids and President Obama on his 2012 reelection campaign.



	Living former presidents[image: External link]



	


	






	

Jimmy Carter[image: External link] (age 92)

since 1981[image: External link] 








	






	

George H. W. Bush (age 93)

since 1993 








	






	

Bill Clinton (age 70)

since 2001[image: External link] 








	






	

George W. Bush (age 70)

since 2009[image: External link] 








	






	

Barack Obama (age 55)

since 2017[image: External link] 












[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Presidential libraries




Main article: Presidential library[image: External link]


Since Herbert Hoover, each president has created a repository[image: External link] known as a presidential library[image: External link] for preserving and making available his papers, records and other documents and materials. Completed libraries are deeded to and maintained by the National Archives and Records Administration[image: External link] (NARA); the initial funding for building and equipping each library must come from private, non-federal sources.[101] There are currently thirteen presidential libraries in the NARA system. There are also presidential libraries maintained by state governments and private foundations and Universities of Higher Education, such as the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link], which is run by the State of Illinois[image: External link], the George H.W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link], which is run by Texas A&M University[image: External link] and the Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link], which is run by the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link].

As many presidents live for many years after leaving office, several of them have personally overseen the building and opening of their own presidential libraries, some even making arrangements for their own burial at the site. Several presidential libraries therefore contain the graves of the president they document, such as the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link] in Yorba Linda, California[image: External link] and the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library[image: External link] in Simi Valley, California[image: External link]. The graves are viewable by the general public visiting these libraries.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Timeline of presidents




Main article: List of Presidents of the United States § List of presidents[image: External link]
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 Presidential administrations







Presidencies of the United States[image: External link]




United States Executive Cabinet members by presidential administration[image: External link]




United States government personnel by presidential administration[image: External link]




United States presidential administration controversies[image: External link]




United States presidential administration timelines[image: External link]





  Presidency of John Adams[image: External link]






  Presidency of John Quincy Adams[image: External link]






  Presidency of Chester A. Arthur[image: External link]






  Presidency of James Buchanan[image: External link]






  Presidency of George H. W. Bush[image: External link]






  Presidency of George W. Bush[image: External link]






  Presidency of Jimmy Carter[image: External link]






  Presidencies of Grover Cleveland[image: External link]






  Presidency of Bill Clinton






  Presidency of Calvin Coolidge[image: External link]






  Presidency of Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link]






  Presidency of Millard Fillmore[image: External link]
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  Presidency of Andrew Jackson[image: External link]






  Presidency of Thomas Jefferson[image: External link]






  Presidency of Andrew Johnson[image: External link]






  Presidency of Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link]






  Presidency of John F. Kennedy[image: External link]






  Presidency of Abraham Lincoln[image: External link]






  Presidency of James Madison[image: External link]






  Presidency of William McKinley[image: External link]






  Presidency of James Monroe[image: External link]






  Presidency of Richard Nixon[image: External link]






  Presidency of Barack Obama[image: External link]






  Presidency of Franklin Pierce[image: External link]






  Presidency of James K. Polk[image: External link]






  Presidency of Ronald Reagan[image: External link]






  Presidency of Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link]






  Presidency of Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link]






  Presidency of William Howard Taft[image: External link]






  Presidency of Zachary Taylor[image: External link]






  Presidency of Harry S. Truman[image: External link]






  Presidency of Donald Trump[image: External link]
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  Template:US Presidential Administrations[image: External link]
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 Lists relating to the United States presidency




List of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]




Lists of candidates for President of the United States[image: External link]




Lists of United States presidential electors[image: External link]




Lists of fictional Presidents of the United States[image: External link]




Lists of honors and awards received by Presidents of the United States[image: External link]




Lists of United States judicial appointments by president[image: External link]




Vice presidency of the United States-related lists[image: External link]





  List of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]






  List of Presidents of the United States by age






  American Presidents: Life Portraits






  List of United States presidential assassination attempts and plots[image: External link]






  Assassination threats against Barack Obama[image: External link]






  List of autobiographies by presidents of the United States[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Donald Trump has announced he will take a salary of only 1 dollar per annum.


	
^ The terms POTUS (and SCOTUS) originated in the Phillips Code[image: External link], a shorthand method created in 1879 by Walter P. Phillips[image: External link] for the rapid transmission of press reports by telegraph.


	
^ The nine vice presidents who succeeded to the presidency upon their predecessor's death or resignation and finished-out that unexpired term are: John Tyler (1841); Millard Fillmore (1850); Andrew Johnson (1865); Chester A. Arthur (1881); Theodore Roosevelt (1901); Calvin Coolidge (1923); Harry S. Truman (1945); Lyndon B. Johnson (1963); and Gerald Ford (1974), Ford had also not been elected vice president.


	
^ Foreign-born American citizens who met the age and residency requirements at the time the Constitution was adopted were also eligible for the presidency. However, this allowance has since become obsolete.
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Vice President of the United States






For a list of office-holders, see List of Vice Presidents of the United States[image: External link].
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United States of America



	

Incumbent

Mike Pence

since January 20, 2017





	
Executive branch of the U.S. government[image: External link]

Office of the Vice President[image: External link]




	Style[image: External link]
	Mr. Vice President

(Informal)

The Honorable[image: External link]

(Formal)

Mr. President[image: External link]

(When presiding over Senate)

His Excellency[image: External link]

(In international correspondence)
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National Security Council[image: External link]

President of the U.S. Senate




	Residence[image: External link]
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	Seat[image: External link]
	Washington, D.C.[image: External link]



	Appointer
	Electoral College[image: External link]



	Term length[image: External link]
	4 years



	Constituting instrument
	U.S. Constitution[image: External link]



	Inaugural holder
	
John Adams

(April 21, 1789)



	Formation
	March 4, 1789

(228 years ago)




	Succession
	
First[image: External link][1]




	Salary
	$230,700



	Website
	WhiteHouse.gov[image: External link]




The Vice President of the United States (informally referred to as VPOTUS, or Veep) is a constitutional officer in the legislative branch of the federal government[image: External link] of the United States[image: External link] as the President of the Senate under Article One, Section Three of the U.S. Constitution[image: External link].[2]

The vice president is a statutory member of the National Security Council under the National Security Act of 1947[image: External link], and through the 25th Amendment[image: External link] is the highest-ranking official in the presidential line of succession[image: External link] in the executive branch[image: External link] of the federal government.[3] The executive power of both the vice president and the president is granted under Article Two, Section One of the Constitution[image: External link]. The vice president is indirectly elected[image: External link], together with the president, to a four-year term of office by the people of the United States through the Electoral College[image: External link].[4] The Office of the Vice President of the United States[image: External link] assists and organizes the vice president's official functions.

As the president of the United States Senate[image: External link],[2] the vice president votes only when it is necessary to break a tie[image: External link]. While Senate customs have created supermajority[image: External link] rules that have diminished this constitutional tie-breaking authority, the vice president still retains the ability to influence legislation; for example, the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005[image: External link] was passed in the Senate by a tie-breaking vice presidential vote.[2][5][6] Additionally, pursuant to the Twelfth Amendment[image: External link], the vice president presides over the joint session of Congress when it convenes to count the vote of the Electoral College.[4]

While the vice president's only constitutionally prescribed functions aside from presidential succession relate to their role as President of the Senate, the role of the vice president evolved during the 20th century into more of an executive branch position[image: External link]. Currently, the vice president is usually seen as an integral part of a president's administration and presides over the Senate only on ceremonial occasions or when a tie-breaking vote may be needed.[7] The Constitution does not expressly assign the office to any one branch, causing a dispute among scholars whether it belongs to the executive branch, the legislative branch[image: External link], or both.[8][9][10][11] The modern view of the vice president as a member of the executive branch is due in part to the assignment of executive duties to the vice president by either the president or Congress.[8]

Mike Pence of Indiana[image: External link] is the 48th and current vice president. He assumed office on January 20, 2017.[12]
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 Origin




The formation of the office of vice president resulted directly from the compromise reached at the Philadelphia Convention[image: External link] which created the Electoral College[image: External link]. The delegates at Philadelphia agreed that each state would receive a number of presidential electors equal to the sum of that state's allocation of Representatives and Senators. The delegates assumed that electors would typically choose to favor any candidate from their state (the so-called "favorite son[image: External link]" candidate) over candidates from other states. Under a plurality election process, this would tend to result in electing candidates solely from the largest states. Consequently, the delegates agreed that presidents must be elected by an absolute majority[image: External link] of the number of electors. Yet, the delegates also assumed that the requirement of an absolute majority for an election might not be sufficient to entice electors to vote for candidates who were from another state, since such a vote might be viewed by their constituents as a vote against their own state, imposing too steep a political cost on that elector's choice and ultimately resulting in elections which failed to produce a winner. To counter this potential difficulty, the delegates further agreed to give each elector two votes, requiring that at least one of their votes must be for a candidate from outside the elector's state, believing that this second vote could be cast without political cost for a statesman of national character.[13]

However, even under that system, the delegates feared that electors might attempt to game the election, strategically throwing away their second vote in order to bolster their favorite son's chance of winning. To guard against such stratagems, the Philadelphia delegates specified that the first runner-up presidential candidate would become vice president. Creating this new office imposed a political cost on strategically discarded electoral votes, incentivizing electors to make their choices for president without resort to electoral gamesmanship and to cast their second ballot accordingly.[13]

The process for selecting the vice president was later modified in the Twelfth Amendment[image: External link]. Each elector still receives two votes, but now only one of those votes is for president, while the other is for vice president. The requirement that one of those votes be cast for a candidate not from the elector's own state remains in effect. The emergence of national political parties in the late-18th and early-19th centuries, their processes of nomination candidates for each office, their nominations of party loyalists for election to Electoral College positions, the Twelfth Amendment, and the consequent turn of presidential campaigns towards seeking to maximize their electoral vote totals have alleviated much of the electoral gamesmanship that caused concern for the delegates at Philadelphia.
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The Constitution limits the formal powers and role of vice president to becoming president,[14][15] should the president become unable to serve, prompting the well-known expression "only a heartbeat away from the presidency," and to acting as the presiding officer of the U.S. Senate[image: External link]. Other statutorily granted roles include membership of both the National Security Council[image: External link] and the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution[image: External link].[16][17]
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 President of the United States Senate




As President of the Senate, the vice president has two primary duties: to cast a vote in the event of a Senate deadlock[image: External link] and to preside over and certify the official vote count of the U.S. Electoral College[image: External link]. For example, in the first half of 2001[image: External link], the Senators were divided 50-50 between Republicans and Democrats and Dick Cheney's tie-breaking vote gave the Republicans the Senate majority.
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 Regular duties




As President of the Senate (Article I, Section 3, Clause 4[image: External link]), the vice president oversees procedural matters and may cast a tie-breaking vote[image: External link]. There is a strong convention within the U.S. Senate that the vice president should not use their position as President of the Senate to influence the passage of legislation or act in a partisan manner, except in the case of breaking tie votes. As President of the Senate, John Adams cast 29 tie-breaking votes[image: External link] that was later surpassed by John C. Calhoun with 31, no other vice president since then has ever threatened this record.[18] Adams's votes protected the president's sole authority over the removal of appointees, influenced the location of the national capital, and prevented war with Great Britain[image: External link]. On at least one occasion Adams persuaded senators to vote against legislation he opposed, and he frequently addressed the Senate on procedural and policy matters. Adams's political views and his active role in the Senate made him a natural target for critics of George Washington's administration. Toward the end of his first term, a threatened resolution that would have silenced him except for procedural and policy matters caused him to exercise more restraint in hopes of seeing his election as President of the United States.

Formerly, the vice president would preside regularly over Senate proceedings, but in modern times, the vice president rarely presides over day-to-day matters in the Senate; in their place, the Senate chooses a President pro tempore[image: External link] (or "president for a time") to preside in the vice president's absence; the Senate normally selects the longest-serving senator in the majority party. The President pro tempore has the power to appoint any other senator to preside, and in practice junior senators from the majority party are assigned the task of presiding over the Senate at most times.

Except for this tie-breaking role, the Standing Rules of the Senate vest no significant responsibilities in the vice president. Rule XIX[image: External link], which governs debate, does not authorize the vice president to participate in debate, and grants only to members of the Senate (and, upon appropriate notice, former presidents of the United States) the privilege of addressing the Senate, without granting a similar privilege to the sitting vice president. Thus, as Time magazine wrote during the controversial tenure of Vice President Charles G. Dawes[image: External link], "once in four years the Vice President can make a little speech, and then he is done. For four years he then has to sit in the seat of the silent, attending to speeches ponderous or otherwise, of deliberation or humor."[19]
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 Recurring, infrequent duties




The President of the Senate also presides over counting and presentation of the votes of the Electoral College[image: External link]. This process occurs in the presence of both houses of Congress, generally on January 6 of the year following a U.S. presidential election[image: External link].[20] In this capacity, only four vice presidents have been able to announce their own election to the presidency: John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Martin Van Buren, and George H. W. Bush. At the beginning of 1961, it fell to Richard Nixon to preside over this process, which officially announced the election of his 1960 opponent, John F. Kennedy. In 2001, Al Gore announced the election of his opponent, George W. Bush. In 1969, Vice President Hubert Humphrey would have announced the election of his opponent, Richard Nixon; however, on the date of the Congressional joint session (January 6), Humphrey was in Norway[image: External link] attending the funeral of Trygve Lie[image: External link], the first elected Secretary-General[image: External link] of the United Nations[image: External link]. The president pro tempore presided in Humphrey's absence.[21]

In 1933, incumbent Vice President Charles Curtis[image: External link] announced the election of House Speaker[image: External link] John Nance Garner as his successor, while Garner was seated next to him on the House dais. The President of the Senate may also preside over most of the impeachment[image: External link] trials of federal officers. However, whenever the President of the United States is impeached, the US Constitution requires the Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link] to preside over the Senate for the trial. The Constitution is silent as to the presiding officer in the instance where the vice president is the officer impeached.[22]
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 Succession and the Twenty-Fifth Amendment




The U.S. Constitution originally provided that should the president die, resign, become disabled while in office or removed from office, "the Same shall devolve on the Vice President." Initially, it was unclear whether this meant the vice president became the new president or merely an acting president. This was first tested in 1841 with the death of President William Henry Harrison. Harrison's vice president, John Tyler, asserted that he had succeeded to the full presidential office, powers, and title, and declined to acknowledge documents referring to him as "Acting President." Despite some strong calls against it, Tyler took the oath of office as the nation's tenth President. Tyler's claim was not challenged legally, and so the Tyler precedent[image: External link] of full succession was established. This was made explicit by Section 1 of the Twenty-fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link], ratified in 1967. In total, nine Vice Presidents have succeeded to the presidency. In addition to Tyler they are, Millard Fillmore, Andrew Johnson, Chester A. Arthur, Theodore Roosevelt, Calvin Coolidge, Harry S. Truman, Lyndon B. Johnson, and Gerald Ford.

Section 2 of the Twenty-fifth Amendment provides for vice presidential succession:


Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the President shall nominate a Vice President who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress.



Gerald Ford was the first vice president selected by this method, after the resignation of Vice President Spiro Agnew[image: External link] in 1973; after succeeding to the presidency, Ford nominated Nelson Rockefeller[image: External link] as vice president.

Another issue was who had the power to declare that an incapacitated president is unable to discharge his duties. This question had arisen most recently with the illnesses of President Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link]. Sections 3 and 4 of the amendment provide means for the vice president to become acting president[image: External link] upon the temporary disability of the president. Section 3 deals with self-declared incapacity[image: External link] of the president. Section 4 deals with incapacity declared by the joint action of the vice president and of a majority of the Cabinet or of such other body as Congress may by law provide. While Section 4 has never been invoked, Section 3 has been invoked three times: on July 13, 1985 when Ronald Reagan underwent surgery to remove cancerous[image: External link] polyps[image: External link] from his colon[image: External link], and twice more on June 29, 2002 and July 21, 2007 when George W. Bush underwent colonoscopy procedures requiring sedation. Prior to this amendment, Vice President Richard Nixon informally assumed some of President Dwight Eisenhower[image: External link]'s duties for several weeks on each of three occasions when Eisenhower was ill.
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 Informal roles




The extent of any informal roles and functions of the vice president depend on the specific relationship between the president and the vice president, but often include tasks such as drafter and spokesperson for the administration's policies, adviser to the president, and being a symbol of American concern or support. The influence of the vice president in this role depends almost entirely on the characteristics of the particular administration. Dick Cheney, for instance, was widely regarded as one of President George W. Bush's closest confidants. Al Gore was an important adviser to President Bill Clinton on matters of foreign policy[image: External link] and the environment[image: External link]. Often, vice presidents are chosen to act as a "balance" to the president[image: External link], taking either more moderate or radical positions on issues.

Under the American system the president is both head of state[image: External link] and head of government[image: External link], and the ceremonial duties of the former position are often delegated to the vice president. The vice president is often assigned the ceremonial duties of representing the president and the government at state funerals or other functions in the United States. This often is the most visible role of the vice president, and has occasionally been the subject of ridicule, such as during the vice presidency of George H. W. Bush. The vice president may meet with other heads of state or attend state funerals in other countries, at times when the administration wishes to demonstrate concern or support but cannot send the president themselves.
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 Office as stepping stone to the presidency




In recent decades, the vice presidency has frequently been used as a platform to launch bids for the presidency. The transition of the office to its modern stature occurred primarily as a result of Franklin Roosevelt's 1940 nomination, when he captured the ability to nominate his running mate instead of leaving the nomination to the convention. Prior to that, party bosses often used the vice presidential nomination as a consolation prize for the party's minority faction. A further factor potentially contributing to the rise in prestige of the office was the adoption of presidential preference primaries in the early 20th century. By adopting primary voting, the field of candidates for vice president was expanded by both the increased quantity and quality of presidential candidates successful in some primaries, yet who ultimately failed to capture the presidential nomination at the convention.

Of the thirteen presidential elections from 1956 to 2004, nine featured the incumbent president; the other four ( 1960[image: External link], 1968[image: External link], 1988[image: External link], 2000[image: External link]) all featured the incumbent vice president. Former vice presidents also ran, in 1984[image: External link] (Walter Mondale), and in 1968 (Richard Nixon, against the incumbent vice president, Hubert Humphrey). The first presidential election to include neither the incumbent president nor the incumbent vice president on a major party ticket since 1952 came in 2008 when President George W. Bush had already served two terms and Vice President Cheney chose not to run. Richard Nixon is also the only non-sitting vice president to be elected president, as well as the only person to be elected president and vice president twice each.
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 Selection process
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 Eligibility




The Twelfth Amendment[image: External link] states that "no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President[image: External link] shall be eligible to that of Vice President of the United States."[23] Thus, to serve as vice president, an individual must:


	Be a natural-born[image: External link] U.S. citizen[image: External link];

	Be at least 35 years old

	Have resided in the U.S. at least 14 years.[24]
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 Disqualifications




Additionally, Section 3 of the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] denies eligibility for any federal office to anyone who, having sworn an oath to support the United States Constitution[image: External link], later has rebelled against the United States. This disqualification, originally aimed at former supporters of the Confederacy[image: External link], may be removed by a two-thirds vote of each house of the Congress.

Under the Twenty-second Amendment[image: External link], the President of the United States may not be elected to more than two terms. However, there is no similar limitation on how many times one can be elected vice president. Scholars disagree whether a former president barred from election to the presidency is also ineligible to be elected or appointed vice president, as suggested by the Twelfth Amendment.[25][26] Age, nation of birth, and length of residency in the U.S. are eligibility requirements easily tested by reference to established facts, but the contingent and uncertain nature of vice presidential lines of succession mean that an otherwise eligible American citizen who had been elected as President for two terms might not therefore lose eligibility for the vice presidency if he or she is later appointed by Congress to the vice presidency through procedures codified by the Presidential Succession Act. However, this scenario has not yet been tested. Also, Article I, Section 3, Clause 7[image: External link] allows the Senate, upon voting to remove an impeached[image: External link] federal official from office, to disqualify that official from holding any federal office.
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 Residency limitation




While it is commonly held that the president and vice president must be residents of different states, this is not actually the case. Nothing in the Constitution prohibits both candidates being from a single state. Instead, the limitation imposed is on the members of the Electoral College, who must cast a ballot for at least one candidate who is not from their own state.

In theory, the candidates elected could both be from one state, but the electors of that state would, in a close electoral contest, run the risk of denying their vice presidential candidate the absolute majority[image: External link] required to secure the election, even if the presidential candidate is elected. This would then place the vice presidential election in the hands of the Senate.

In practice, however, residency is rarely an issue. Parties have avoided nominating tickets containing two candidates from the same state. Further, the candidates may themselves take action to alleviate any residency conflict. For example, at the start of the 2000 election cycle Dick Cheney was a resident of Texas[image: External link]; Cheney quickly changed his residency back to Wyoming[image: External link], where he had previously served as a U.S. Representative, when Texas governor and Republican[image: External link] presidential nominee George W. Bush asked Cheney to be his vice presidential candidate.
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 Nominating process




Though the vice president does not need to have any political experience, most major-party vice presidential nominees are current or former United States Senators or Representatives, with the occasional nominee being a current or former Governor, a high-ranking military officer, or a holder of a major post within the Executive Department. The vice presidential candidates of the major national political parties are formally selected by each party's quadrennial nominating convention, following the selection of the party's presidential candidates. The official process is identical to the one by which the presidential candidates are chosen, with delegates placing the names of candidates into nomination, followed by a ballot in which candidates must receive a majority to secure the party's nomination.

In practice, the presidential nominee has considerable influence on the decision, and in the 20th century it became customary for that person to select a preferred running mate, who is then nominated and accepted by the convention. In recent years, with the presidential nomination usually being a foregone conclusion as the result of the primary process, the selection of a vice presidential candidate is often announced prior to the actual balloting for the presidential candidate, and sometimes before the beginning of the convention itself. The first presidential aspirant to announce his selection for vice president before the beginning of the convention was Ronald Reagan who, prior to the 1976 Republican National Convention[image: External link] announced that Richard Schweiker[image: External link] would be his running mate. Reagan's supporters then sought to amend the convention rules so that Gerald R. Ford[image: External link] would be required to name his vice presidential running mate in advance as well. The proposal was defeated, and Reagan did not receive the nomination in 1976. Often, the presidential nominee will name a vice presidential candidate who will bring geographic or ideological balance to the ticket or appeal to a particular constituency.

The vice presidential candidate might also be chosen on the basis of traits the presidential candidate is perceived to lack, or on the basis of name recognition. To foster party unity, popular runners-up in the presidential nomination process are commonly considered. While this selection process may enhance the chances of success for a national ticket, in the past it often insured that the vice presidential nominee represented regions, constituencies, or ideologies at odds with those of the presidential candidate. As a result, vice presidents were often excluded from the policy-making process of the new administration. Many times their relationships with the president and his staff were aloof, non-existent, or even adversarial.

The ultimate goal of vice presidential candidate selection is to help and not hurt the party's chances of getting elected, nonetheless several vice presidential selections have been controversial. In 1984, Democratic nominee Walter Mondale's groundbreaking choice of Geraldine Ferraro as his running mate (the first woman in U.S. history nominated for Vice President by a major political party), became a drag on the ticket due to repeated questions about her husband's finances. A selection whose positive traits make the presidential candidate look less favorable in comparison or which can cause the presidential candidate's judgment to be questioned often backfire, such as in 1988 when Democratic candidate Michael Dukakis chose experienced Texas Senator Lloyd Bentsen; Bentsen was considered a more seasoned statesman in federal politics and somewhat overshadowed Dukakis. Questions about Dan Quayle's experience were raised in the 1988 presidential campaign of George H. W. Bush, but the Bush-Quayle ticket still won handily. James Stockdale, the choice of third-party candidate Ross Perot in 1992, was seen as unqualified by many and Stockdale had little preparation for the vice presidential debate, but the Perot-Stockdale ticket still won about 19% of the vote. In 2008, Republican John McCain chose Sarah Palin[image: External link] as his running mate. This surprise move would, it was hoped, draw women voters disappointed by Hillary Clinton's defeat in the Democratic presidential primaries into the McCain camp. Her selection soon came to be seen as a negative for McCain. This perception continued to grow throughout the campaign, especially after her interviews with Katie Couric[image: External link] led to concerns about her fitness for the presidency.[27]

Historically, vice presidential candidates were chosen to provide geographic and ideological balance to a presidential ticket, widening a presidential candidate's appeal to voters from outside his regional base or wing of the party. Candidates from electoral-vote rich states were usually preferred. However, in 1992, moderate Democrat Bill Clinton (of Arkansas) chose moderate Democrat Al Gore (of Tennessee[image: External link]) as his running mate. Despite the two candidates' near-identical ideological and regional backgrounds, Gore's extensive experience in national affairs enhanced the appeal of a ticket headed by Clinton, whose political career had been spent entirely at the local and state levels of government. In 2000, George W. Bush chose Dick Cheney of Wyoming[image: External link], a reliably Republican state with only three electoral votes, and in 2008, Barack Obama mirrored Bush's strategy when he chose Joe Biden of Delaware[image: External link], a reliably Democratic state, likewise one with only three electoral votes. Both Cheney and Biden were chosen for their experience in national politics (experience lacked by both Bush and Obama) rather than the ideological balance or electoral vote advantage they would provide.

The first presidential candidate to choose his vice presidential candidate was Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1940.[28] The last not to name a vice presidential choice, leaving the matter up to the convention, was Democrat[image: External link] Adlai Stevenson in 1956. The convention chose Tennessee[image: External link] Senator Estes Kefauver over Massachusetts[image: External link] Senator (and later president) John F. Kennedy. At the tumultuous 1972 Democratic convention, presidential nominee George McGovern selected Senator Thomas Eagleton as his running mate, but numerous other candidates were either nominated from the floor or received votes during the balloting. Eagleton nevertheless received a majority of the votes and the nomination, though he later resigned from the ticket, resulting in Sargent Shriver becoming McGovern's final running mate; both lost to the Nixon-Agnew ticket by a wide margin, carrying only Massachusetts and the District of Columbia.

In cases where the presidential nomination is still in doubt as the convention approaches, the campaigns for the two positions may become intertwined. In 1976, Ronald Reagan, who was trailing President Gerald R. Ford[image: External link] in the presidential delegate count, announced prior to the Republican National Convention that, if nominated, he would select Senator Richard Schweiker[image: External link] as his running mate. This move backfired to a degree, as Schweiker's relatively liberal voting record alienated many of the more conservative delegates who were considering a challenge to party delegate selection rules to improve Reagan's chances. In the end, Ford narrowly won the presidential nomination and Reagan's selection of Schweiker became moot.

In the 2008 Democratic presidential primaries which pitted Hillary Clinton against Barack Obama, Clinton suggested a Clinton-Obama ticket with Obama in the vice president slot as it would be "unstoppable" against the presumptive Republican nominee. Obama rejected the offer outright by noting "With all due respect. I won twice as many states as Sen. Clinton. I've won more of the popular vote than Sen. Clinton. I have more delegates than Sen. Clinton. So, I don't know how somebody who's in second place is offering vice presidency to the person who's in first place". Obama stated that the nomination process would have to be a choice between himself and Clinton, saying "I don't want anybody here thinking that 'Somehow, maybe I can get both'", by nominating Clinton as president and assuming he would be her running mate".[29][30] Some suggested that it was a ploy by the Clinton campaign to denigrate Obama as less qualified for the presidency.[31] Later, when Obama became the presumptive Democratic nominee, former President Jimmy Carter[image: External link] cautioned against Clinton being picked for the vice president slot on the ticket, saying "I think it would be the worst mistake that could be made. That would just accumulate the negative aspects of both candidates", citing opinion polls showing 50% of US voters with a negative view of Hillary Clinton.[32]
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 Election, oath, and tenure




Main article: Electoral College (United States)[image: External link]


Vice presidents are elected indirectly[image: External link] in the United States. A number of electors, collectively known as the Electoral College[image: External link], officially select the president. On Election Day[image: External link], voters in each of the states and the District of Columbia[image: External link] cast ballots for these electors. Each state is allocated a number of electors, equal to the size of its delegation in both Houses of Congress combined. Generally, the ticket that wins the most votes in a state wins all of that state's electoral votes and thus has its slate of electors chosen to vote in the Electoral College.

The winning slate of electors meet at its state's capital on the first Monday after the second Wednesday in December, about six weeks after the election, to vote. They then send a record of that vote to Congress. The vote of the electors is opened by the sitting vice president, acting in his capacity as President of the Senate[image: External link] and read aloud to a joint session of the incoming Congress, which was elected at the same time as the president. Pursuant to the Twentieth Amendment[image: External link], the vice president's term of office begins at noon on January 20 of the year following the election. This date, known as Inauguration Day[image: External link], marks the beginning of the four-year terms of both the president and vice president.

Although Article VI requires that the vice president take an oath or affirmation of allegiance to the US Constitution, unlike the president, the United States Constitution[image: External link] does not specify the precise wording of the oath of office[image: External link] for the vice president. Several variants of the oath have been used since 1789; the current form, which is also recited by Senators, Representatives and other government officers, has been used since 1884:


I, (first name last name), do solemnly swear (or affirm[image: External link]) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter. So help me God.[33][34]



The term of office for vice president is four years. While the Twenty-Second Amendment[image: External link] generally restricts the president to two terms, there is no similar limitation on the office of vice president, meaning an eligible person could hold the office as long as voters continued to vote for electors who in turn would renew the vice president's tenure. A vice president could even serve under different administrations, as George Clinton[image: External link] and John C. Calhoun have done.
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 Original election process and reform




Under the original terms of the Constitution, the electors of the Electoral College[image: External link] voted only for office of president rather than for both president and vice president. Each elector was allowed to vote for two people for the top office. The person receiving the greatest number of votes (provided that such a number was a majority of electors) would be president, while the individual who received the next largest number of votes became vice president. If no one received a majority of votes, then the House of Representatives would choose among the five candidates with the largest numbers of votes, with each state's representatives together casting a single vote. In such a case, the person who received the highest number of votes but was not chosen president would become vice president. In the case of a tie for second, then the Senate would choose the vice president.[35]

The original plan, however, did not foresee the development of political parties[image: External link] and their adversarial role in the government. For example, in the election of 1796[image: External link], Federalist[image: External link] John Adams came in first, but because the Federalist electors had divided their second vote amongst several vice presidential candidates, Democratic-Republican[image: External link] Thomas Jefferson came second. Thus, the president and vice president were from opposing parties. Predictably, Adams and Jefferson clashed over issues such as states' rights and foreign policy.[36]

A greater problem occurred in the election of 1800[image: External link], in which the two participating parties each had a secondary candidate they intended to elect as vice president, but the more popular Democratic-Republican party failed to execute that plan with their electoral votes. Under the system in place at the time (Article II, Section 1, Clause 3[image: External link]), the electors could not differentiate between their two candidates, so the plan had been for one elector to vote for Thomas Jefferson but not for Aaron Burr[image: External link], thus putting Burr in second place. This plan broke down for reasons that are disputed, and both candidates received the same number of votes. After 35 deadlocked ballots in the House of Representatives, Jefferson finally won on the 36th ballot and Burr became vice president.[37]

This tumultuous affair led to the adoption of the Twelfth Amendment[image: External link] in 1804, which directed the electors to use separate ballots to vote for the president and vice president.[23] While this solved the problem at hand, it ultimately had the effect of lowering the prestige of the vice presidency, as the office was no longer for the leading challenger for the presidency. The separate ballots for president and vice president became something of a moot issue later in the 19th century when it became the norm for popular elections to determine a state's Electoral College delegation.[citation needed[image: External link]] Electors chosen this way are pledged to vote for a particular presidential and vice presidential candidate (offered by the same political party). So, while the Constitution says that the president and vice president are chosen separately, in practice they are chosen together.

If no vice presidential candidate receives an Electoral College majority, then the Senate selects the vice president, in accordance with the United States Constitution[image: External link]. The Twelfth Amendment states that a "majority of the whole number" of Senators (currently 51 of 100) is necessary for election.[38] Further, the language requiring an absolute majority of Senate votes precludes the sitting vice president from breaking any tie which might occur.[39] The election of 1836 is the only election so far where the office of the vice president has been decided by the Senate. During the campaign, Martin Van Buren's running mate Richard Mentor Johnson was accused of having lived with a black woman. Virginia's 23 electors, who were pledged to Van Buren and Johnson, refused to vote for Johnson (but still voted for Van Buren). The election went to the Senate, where Johnson was elected 33-17.
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 Salary




The vice president's salary is $230,700.[40] The salary was set by the 1989 Government Salary Reform Act, which also provides an automatic cost of living adjustment for federal employees. The vice president does not automatically receive a pension based on that office, but instead receives the same pension as other members of Congress based on his position as President of the Senate.[41] The vice president must serve a minimum of two years to qualify for a pension.[42]

Since 1974, the official residence of the vice president and their family has been Number One Observatory Circle[image: External link], on the grounds of the United States Naval Observatory[image: External link] in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]
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 Impeachment




See also: Impeachment in the United States[image: External link] and Acting Vice President of the United States[image: External link]


Article I, Section 2, Clause 5[image: External link] and Article II, Section 4[image: External link] of the Constitution both authorize the House of Representatives to serve as a "grand jury" with the power to impeach high federal officials, including the president, for "treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors." Similarly, Article I, Section 3, Clause 6[image: External link] and Article II, Section 4[image: External link] both authorize the Senate to serve as a court with the power to remove impeached officials from office, given a two-thirds vote to convict. No vice president has ever been impeached.
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 Vacancies




Prior to ratification of the Twenty-fifth Amendment in 1967, no constitutional provision existed for filling an intra-term vacancy in the vice presidency. As a result, when one occurred, the office was left vacant until filled through the next ensuing election and inauguration. Between 1812 and 1967, the vice presidency was vacant on sixteen occasions—as a result of seven deaths,[43] one resignation, and eight cases in which the vice president succeeded to the presidency.

Since the Twenty-Fifth Amendment came into force[image: External link] the office has been vacant twice, until the confirmation of a new vice president by both houses of Congress[image: External link] and the swearing in ceremony. The first such instance occurred in 1973 following the resignation of Spiro Agnew[image: External link], Richard Nixon's vice president. Gerald Ford was subsequently nominated by President Nixon and confirmed by Congress. The second occurred 10 months later when Nixon resigned following the Watergate scandal and Ford assumed the presidency. The resulting vice presidential vacancy was filled by Nelson Rockefeller[image: External link].[43] Ford and Rockefeller are the only two people to have served as vice president without having been elected to the office, and Ford remains the only person to have served as both vice president and president without being elected to either office.



	Vice Presidency vacancies[44]



	Dates
	Length

in days
	Reason
	Next Vice President

after vacancy



	March 4, 1789–April 21, 1789
	48
	Logistical delays as the new Federal Government began operations.
	John Adams, following his inauguration.



	April 20, 1812–March 4, 1813
	318
	George Clinton[image: External link] died.
	Elbridge Gerry[image: External link], following election of 1812[image: External link].



	November 23, 1814–March 4, 1817
	832
	Elbridge Gerry[image: External link] died.
	Daniel D. Tompkins[image: External link], following election of 1816[image: External link].



	December 28, 1832–March 4, 1833
	66
	John C. Calhoun resigned.
	Martin Van Buren, following election of 1832[image: External link].



	April 4, 1841–March 4, 1845
	1,430
	John Tyler succeeded to presidency.
	George M. Dallas, following election of 1844[image: External link].



	July 9, 1850–March 4, 1853
	969
	Millard Fillmore succeeded to presidency.
	William R. King, following election of 1852[image: External link].



	April 18, 1853–March 4, 1857
	1,416
	William R. King died.
	John C. Breckinridge, following election of 1856[image: External link].



	April 15, 1865–March 4, 1869
	1,419
	Andrew Johnson succeeded to presidency.
	Schuyler Colfax[image: External link], following election of 1868[image: External link].



	November 22, 1875–March 4, 1877
	468
	Henry Wilson[image: External link] died.
	William A. Wheeler[image: External link], following election of 1876[image: External link].



	September 19, 1881–March 4, 1885
	1,262
	Chester A. Arthur succeeded to presidency.
	Thomas A. Hendricks, following election of 1884[image: External link].



	November 25, 1885–March 4, 1889
	1,195
	Thomas A. Hendricks died.
	Levi P. Morton[image: External link], following election of 1888[image: External link].



	November 21, 1899–March 4, 1901
	468
	Garret Hobart[image: External link] died.
	Theodore Roosevelt, following election of 1900[image: External link].



	September 14, 1901–March 4, 1905
	1,267
	Theodore Roosevelt succeeded to presidency.
	Charles W. Fairbanks[image: External link], following election of 1904[image: External link].



	October 30, 1912–March 4, 1913
	125
	James S. Sherman[image: External link] died.
	Thomas R. Marshall, following election of 1912[image: External link].



	August 2, 1923–March 4, 1925
	580
	Calvin Coolidge succeeded to presidency.
	Charles G. Dawes[image: External link], following election of 1924[image: External link].



	April 12, 1945–January 20, 1949
	1,379
	Harry S. Truman succeeded to presidency.
	Alben W. Barkley, following election of 1948[image: External link].



	November 22, 1963–January 20, 1965
	425
	Lyndon B. Johnson succeeded to presidency.
	Hubert Humphrey, following election of 1964[image: External link].



	October 10, 1973–December 6, 1973
	57
	Spiro Agnew[image: External link] resigned.
	Gerald Ford, following confirmation by Congress.



	August 9, 1974–December 19, 1974
	132
	Gerald Ford succeeded to presidency.
	Nelson Rockefeller[image: External link], following confirmation by Congress.
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 Growth of the office




Further information: Office of the Vice President of the United States[image: External link]




	“
	My country has in its wisdom contrived for me the most insignificant office that ever the invention of man contrived or his imagination conceived.
	”



	— John Adams, to his wife[45]




For much of its existence, the office of vice president was seen as little more than a minor position. Adams, the first vice president, was the first of many who found the job frustrating and stupefying, writing to his wife Abigail[image: External link] that "My country has in its wisdom contrived for me the most insignificant office that ever the invention of man contrived or his imagination conceived."[45] Many vice presidents lamented the lack of meaningful work in their role. John Nance Garner, who served as vice president from 1933 to 1941 under President Franklin D. Roosevelt, claimed that the vice presidency "isn't worth a pitcher of warm piss."[46] Harry Truman[image: External link], who also served as vice president under Roosevelt, said that the office was as "useful as a cow's fifth teat."[47]

Thomas R. Marshall, the 28th vice president, lamented: "Once there were two brothers. One ran away to sea; the other was elected Vice President of the United States. And nothing was heard of either of them again."[48] His successor, Calvin Coolidge, was so obscure that Major League Baseball[image: External link] sent him free passes that misspelled his name, and a fire marshal failed to recognize him when Coolidge's Washington residence was evacuated.[49]

When the Whig Party[image: External link] asked Daniel Webster[image: External link] to run for the vice presidency on Zachary Taylor's ticket, he replied "I do not propose to be buried until I am really dead and in my coffin."[50] This was the second time Webster declined the office, which William Henry Harrison had first offered to him. Ironically, both of the presidents making the offer to Webster died in office, meaning the three-time presidential candidate could have become president if he had accepted either. Since presidents rarely died in office, however, the better preparation for the presidency was considered to be the office of Secretary of State, in which Webster served under Harrison, Tyler, and later, Taylor's successor, Fillmore.

For many years, the vice president was given few responsibilities. Garret Hobart[image: External link], the first vice president under William McKinley, was one of the very few vice presidents at this time who played an important role in the administration. A close confidant and adviser of the president, Hobart was called "Assistant President."[51] However, until 1919, vice presidents were not included in meetings of the President's Cabinet[image: External link]. This precedent was broken by President Woodrow Wilson when he asked Thomas R. Marshall to preside over Cabinet meetings while Wilson was in France negotiating the Treaty of Versailles[image: External link].[52] President Warren G. Harding also invited his vice president, Calvin Coolidge, to meetings. The next vice president, Charles G. Dawes[image: External link], did not seek to attend Cabinet meetings under President Coolidge, declaring that "the precedent might prove injurious to the country."[53] Vice President Charles Curtis[image: External link] was also precluded from attending by President Herbert Hoover.

In 1933, Franklin D. Roosevelt raised the stature of the office by renewing the practice of inviting the vice president to cabinet meetings, which every president since has maintained. Roosevelt's first vice president, John Nance Garner, broke with him over the "court-packing issue[image: External link], early in his second term, and became Roosevelt's leading critic. At the start of that term, on January 20, 1937[image: External link], Garner had been the first Vice President to be sworn into office on the Capitol steps in the same ceremony with the president; a tradition that continues. Prior to that time, vice presidents were traditionally inaugurated at a separate ceremony in the Senate chamber. Gerald R. Ford[image: External link] and Nelson A. Rockefeller[image: External link], who were both appointed to the office under the terms of the 25th amendment, were inaugurated in the House and Senate chambers, respectively.

Henry Wallace, Roosevelt's Vice President during his third term (1941–1945), was given major responsibilities during World War II. However, after numerous policy disputes between Wallace and other Roosevelt Administration[image: External link] and Democratic Party officials, he was denied renomination to office at the 1944 Democratic National Convention. Harry Truman[image: External link] was selected instead. During his 82 day vice presidency, Truman was not informed about any war or post-war plans, including the Manhattan Project[image: External link], leading Truman to remark, wryly, that the job of the Vice President was to "go to weddings and funerals." As a result of this experience, Truman, after succeeding to the presidency upon Roosevelt 's death, recognized the need to keep the Vice President informed on national security issues. Congress made the vice president one of four statutory members of the National Security Council[image: External link] in 1949.

The stature of the Vice-presidency grew again while Richard Nixon was in office (1953–1961). He attracted the attention of the media and the Republican party, when Dwight Eisenhower[image: External link] authorized him to preside at Cabinet meetings in his absence. Nixon was also the first vice president to formally assume temporary control of the executive branch, which he did after Eisenhower suffered a heart attack[image: External link] on September 24, 1955, ileitis[image: External link] in June 1956, and a stroke[image: External link] in November 1957.

Until 1961, vice presidents had their offices on Capitol Hill[image: External link], a formal office in the Capitol itself and a working office in the Russell Senate Office Building[image: External link]. Lyndon B. Johnson was the first vice president to be given an office in the White House complex, in the Old Executive Office Building[image: External link]. The former Navy Secretary's office in the OEOB has since been designated the "Ceremonial Office of the Vice President" and is today used for formal events and press interviews. President Jimmy Carter[image: External link] was the first president to give his vice president, Walter Mondale, an office in the West Wing[image: External link] of the White House, which all vice presidents have since retained. Because of their function as Presidents of the Senate, vice presidents still maintain offices and staff members on Capitol Hill.

Though Walter Mondale's tenure was the beginning of the modern day power of the vice presidency, the tenure of Dick Cheney saw a rapid growth in the office of the vice president. Vice President Cheney held a tremendous amount of power and frequently made policy decisions on his own, without the knowledge of the President.[54] After his tenure, and during the 2008 presidential campaign[image: External link], both vice presidential candidates, Sarah Palin[image: External link] and Joe Biden, stated the office had expanded too much under Cheney's tenure and both claimed they would reduce the role to simply being an adviser to the president.[55]
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 Post–vice presidency
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Four vice presidents have been elected to the presidency while serving as vice president: John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Martin Van Buren and George H. W. Bush. Additionally, John C. Breckinridge, Richard Nixon, Hubert Humphrey and Al Gore were each nominated by their respective parties, but did not succeed the presidents with whom they were elected, though Nixon was elected president eight years later.

Two vice presidents served under different presidents. George Clinton[image: External link] served under both Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, while John C. Calhoun served under John Quincy Adams and Andrew Jackson. In 1900, Adlai Stevenson I, who had earlier served as vice president under Grover Cleveland, ran for another term, this time as William Jennings Bryan's running mate. Charles W. Fairbanks[image: External link], vice president under Theodore Roosevelt, sought unsuccessfully to return to office as Charles Evans Hughes[image: External link]' running mate in 1916.

Some former vice presidents have sought other offices after serving as vice president. Daniel D. Tompkins[image: External link] ran for Governor of New York in 1820 while serving as vice president under James Monroe. He lost to DeWitt Clinton[image: External link], but was re-elected vice president. John C. Calhoun resigned as vice president to accept election as US Senator[image: External link] from South Carolina. Hannibal Hamlin[image: External link], Andrew Johnson, Alben Barkley[image: External link] and Hubert H. Humphrey were all elected to the Senate after leaving office. Levi P. Morton[image: External link], vice president under Benjamin Harrison, was elected Governor of New York after leaving office.

Adlai Stevenson I was narrowly defeated for Governor of Illinois[image: External link] in 1908. Richard Nixon unsuccessfully sought the governorship of California[image: External link] in 1962, nearly two years after leaving office as vice president and just over six years before becoming president. Walter Mondale ran unsuccessfully for president in 1984[image: External link], served as U.S. Ambassador[image: External link] to Japan from 1993 to 1996, and then sought unsuccessfully to return to the Senate in 2002[image: External link]. George H. W. Bush won the presidency, and his vice president, Dan Quayle, sought the Republican nomination in 2000.

Since 1977, former presidents and vice presidents who are elected or re-elected to the Senate are entitled to the largely honorific position of Deputy President pro tempore[image: External link]. So far, the only former vice president to have held this title is Hubert Humphrey following his return to the Senate. Walter Mondale would have been entitled to the position had his 2002 Senate bid been successful.

Under the terms of an 1886 Senate resolution, all former vice presidents are entitled to a portrait bust[image: External link] in the Senate wing of the United States Capitol[image: External link], commemorating their service as presidents of the Senate. Dick Cheney is the most recent former vice president to be so honored.

Unlike former presidents, who receive a pension automatically regardless of their time in office, former vice presidents must reach pension eligibility by accumulating the appropriate time in federal service. Since 2008, former vice presidents are also entitled to Secret Service personal protection.[56] Former vice presidents traditionally receive Secret Service protection for up to six months after leaving office, by order of the Secretary of Homeland Security[image: External link], though this can be extended if the Secretary believes the level of threat is sufficient.[57]

In 2008, a bill titled the "Former Vice President Protection Act" was passed by Congress and signed into law by President Bush.[58] It provides six-month Secret Service protection by law to a former vice president and family. According to the Department of Homeland Security, protection for former vice president Cheney has been extended numerous times because threats against him have not decreased since his leaving office.[59]
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This is a graphical timeline listing of the Vice Presidents of the United States.
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Al Gore






This article is about the former U.S. Vice President. For other uses, see Al Gore (disambiguation)[image: External link].
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	Jim Cooper[image: External link]



	Personal details



	Born
	
Albert Arnold Gore Jr.

March 31, 1948 (age 69)
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	20th Engineer Brigade[image: External link]



	Battles/wars
	Vietnam War



	Military awards
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Albert Arnold Gore Jr. (born March 31, 1948) is an American politician[image: External link] and environmentalist[image: External link] who served as the 45th Vice President of the United States[image: External link] from 1993 to 2001 under President Bill Clinton. Gore was Clinton's running mate in their successful campaign in 1992, and the pair were re-elected in 1996. At the end of Clinton's second term, Gore was selected as the Democratic[image: External link] nominee[image: External link] for the 2000 presidential election[image: External link] but did not win the election. After his term as vice-president ended in 2001, Gore remained prominent as an author[image: External link] and environmental[image: External link] activist, whose work in climate change activism[image: External link] earned him (jointly with the IPCC[image: External link]) the Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link] in 2007.

Gore was an elected official for 24 years. He was a Congressman from Tennessee[image: External link] (1977–85) and from 1985 to 1993 served as one of the state's Senators. He served as Vice President during the Clinton administration[image: External link] from 1993 to 2001. In the 2000 presidential election[image: External link], in what was one of the closest presidential races in history, Gore won the popular vote[image: External link] but lost in the Electoral College[image: External link] to Republican George W. Bush. A controversial election dispute over a vote recount in Florida[image: External link] was settled by the U.S. Supreme Court, which ruled 5–4 in favor of Bush[image: External link].

Gore is the founder and current chair of the Alliance for Climate Protection[image: External link], the co-founder and chair of Generation Investment Management[image: External link] and the now-defunct Current TV[image: External link] network, a member of the Board of Directors of Apple Inc.[image: External link], and a senior adviser to Google[image: External link].[1] Gore is also a partner in the venture capital[image: External link] firm Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers[image: External link], heading its climate change solutions group.[2][3] He has served as a visiting professor at Middle Tennessee State University[image: External link], Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism[image: External link], Fisk University[image: External link], and the University of California, Los Angeles.[1][4][5][6] He served on the Board of Directors of World Resources Institute[image: External link].[7]

Gore has received a number of awards including the Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link] (joint award with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change[image: External link], 2007), a Grammy Award for Best Spoken Word Album (2009) for his book An Inconvenient Truth,[8] a Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link] for Current TV[image: External link] (2007), and a Webby Award[image: External link] (2005). Gore was also the subject of the Academy Award[image: External link]-winning (2007) documentary An Inconvenient Truth[image: External link] in 2006. In 2007, he was named a runner-up for Time[image: External link]'s 2007 Person of the Year.[9]
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 Early life and education




Gore was born in Washington, D.C.[image: External link], the second of two children of Albert Gore Sr.[image: External link], a U.S. Representative who later served for 18 years as U.S. Senator from Tennessee, and Pauline (LaFon) Gore[image: External link], one of the first women to graduate from Vanderbilt University Law School[image: External link].[10] Gore is partly descended from Scots-Irish immigrants who first settled in Virginia[image: External link] in the mid-17th-century, and moved to Tennessee after the Revolutionary War[image: External link].[11] His older sister Nancy LaFon Gore, who was born in 1938, died of lung cancer[image: External link] in 1984.[12]

During the school year he lived with his family in The Fairfax Hotel in the Embassy Row[image: External link] section in Washington D.C.[13] During the summer months, he worked on the family farm in Carthage, Tennessee[image: External link], where the Gores grew tobacco and hay[14][15] and raised cattle.[16]

Gore attended St. Albans School[image: External link], an independent college preparatory day and boarding school for boys in Washington, D.C., from 1956 to 1965, a prestigious feeder school[image: External link] for the Ivy League[image: External link].[17][18] He was the captain of the football team, threw discus[image: External link] for the track and field team, and participated in basketball, art, and government.[10][13][19] He graduated 25th in his class of 51, applied to only one college, Harvard[image: External link], and was accepted.[17][18]
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 Personal life




Gore met Mary Elizabeth " Tipper[image: External link]" Aitcheson from the nearby St. Agnes School[image: External link] at his St. Albans senior prom in 1965.[13] Tipper followed Gore to Boston[image: External link] to attend college;[12] and on May 19, 1970, shortly after Tipper graduated from Boston University[image: External link], they married at the Washington National Cathedral[image: External link].[12][20][21][22]

They have four children—Karenna Gore[image: External link] (b. 1973), Kristin Carlson Gore[image: External link] (b. 1977), Sarah LaFon Gore (b. 1979), and Albert Arnold Gore III (b. 1982).[23]

In early June 2010, shortly after purchasing a new home,[24] the Gores announced in an e-mail to friends that after "long and careful consideration", they had made a mutual decision to separate.[25][26] In May 2012, it was reported that Gore started dating Elizabeth Keadle of California.[27]
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 Harvard, the Vietnam War, journalism, and Vanderbilt (1965–76)
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Gore enrolled in Harvard College[image: External link] in 1965, initially planning to major in English and write novels but later deciding to major in government.[17][18] On his second day on campus, he began campaigning for the freshman[image: External link] student government council and was elected its president.[18]

Although he was an avid reader who fell in love with scientific and mathematical theories,[18] he did not do well in science classes in college and avoided taking math.[17] His grades during his first two years put him in the lower one-fifth of the class. During his sophomore[image: External link] year, he reportedly spent much of his time watching television, shooting pool[image: External link], and occasionally smoking marijuana[image: External link].[17][18] In his junior and senior years, he became more involved with his studies, earning As and Bs.[17] In his senior year, he took a class with oceanographer and global warming theorist Roger Revelle[image: External link], who sparked Gore's interest in global warming and other environmental issues.[18][28] Gore earned an A on his thesis, "The Impact of Television on the Conduct of the Presidency, 1947–1969", and graduated with an A.B.[image: External link] cum laude[image: External link] in June 1969.[17][29]

Gore attended college during the era of anti-Vietnam War protests. Though he was against that war, he disagreed with the tactics of the student protest movement[image: External link], thinking it silly and juvenile to take anger at the war out on a private university.[18] He and his friends did not participate in Harvard demonstrations. John Tyson, a former roommate, recalled that "We distrusted these movements a lot ... We were a pretty traditional bunch of guys, positive for civil rights and women's rights but formal, transformed by the social revolution to some extent but not buying into something we considered detrimental to our country."[18][30] Gore helped his father write an anti-war[image: External link] address to the Democratic National Convention of 1968[image: External link] but stayed with his parents in their hotel room during the violent protests.[18]
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 Military service




When Gore graduated in 1969, his student deferment ended and he immediately became eligible for the military draft[image: External link]. His father, a vocal anti–Vietnam War critic, was facing a reelection in 1970. Gore eventually decided that the best way he could contribute to the anti-war effort was to enlist in the Army, which would improve his father's reelection prospects.[31] Although nearly all of his Harvard classmates avoided the draft and service in Vietnam,[32] Gore believed if he found a way around military service, he would be handing an issue to his father's Republican opponent.[33] According to Gore's Senate biography, "He appeared in uniform in his father's campaign commercials, one of which ended with his father advising: 'Son, always love your country'."[31] Despite this, Gore Sr. lost the election.[33]

Gore has said that his other reason for enlisting was that he did not want someone with fewer options than he to go in his place.[34] Actor Tommy Lee Jones[image: External link], a former college housemate, recalled Gore saying that "if he found a fancy way of not going, someone else would have to go in his place".[18][35] His Harvard advisor, Richard Neustadt[image: External link], also stated that Gore decided, "that he would have to go as an enlisted man because, he said, 'In Tennessee, that's what most people have to do.'" In addition, Michael Roche, Gore's editor for The Castle Courier, stated that "anybody who knew Al Gore in Vietnam knows he could have sat on his butt and he didn't."[33]

After enlisting in August 1969, Gore returned to the anti-war Harvard campus in his military uniform to say goodbye to his adviser and was "jeered" at by students.[12][18] He later said he was astonished by the "emotional field of negativity and disapproval and piercing glances that ... certainly felt like real hatred".[18]

Gore had basic training at Fort Dix[image: External link] from August to October, and then was assigned to be a journalist at Fort Rucker[image: External link], Alabama.[33] In April 1970, he was named Rucker's "Soldier of the Month".[12]

His orders to be sent to Vietnam were "held up" for some time, and the Gore family suspected that this was due to a fear by the Nixon administration[image: External link] that if something happened to him, his father would gain sympathy votes.[33] He was finally shipped to Vietnam[image: External link] on January 2, 1971, after his father had lost his seat in the Senate during the 1970 Senate election[image: External link], becoming one "of only about a dozen of the 1,115 Harvard graduates in the Class of '69 who went to Vietnam."[33][36][37] Gore was stationed with the 20th Engineer Brigade[image: External link] in Bien Hoa[image: External link] and was a journalist with The Castle Courier.[38] He received an honorable discharge[image: External link] from the Army in May 1971.[12]

Of his time in the Army, Gore later stated, "I didn't do the most, or run the gravest danger. But I was proud to wear my country's uniform."[35] He also later stated that his experience in Vietnam


didn't change my conclusions about the war being a terrible mistake, but it struck me that opponents to the war, including myself, really did not take into account the fact that there were an awful lot of South Vietnamese[image: External link] who desperately wanted to hang on to what they called freedom. Coming face to face with those sentiments expressed by people who did the laundry and ran the restaurants and worked in the fields was something I was naively unprepared for.[39]
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 Vanderbilt and journalism




Gore was "dispirited" after his return from Vietnam.[31] NashvillePost.com[image: External link] noted that, "his father's defeat made service in a conflict he deeply opposed even more abhorrent to Gore. His experiences in the war zone don't seem to have been deeply traumatic in themselves; although the engineers were sometimes fired upon, Gore has said he didn't see full-scale combat. Still, he felt that his participation in the war was wrong."[36]

Although his parents wanted him to go to law school[image: External link], Gore first attended Vanderbilt University Divinity School[image: External link] (1971–72) on a Rockefeller Foundation[image: External link] scholarship[image: External link] for people planning secular[image: External link] careers. He later said he went there in order to explore "spiritual issues",[23] and that "he had hoped to make sense of the social injustices that seemed to challenge his religious beliefs."[40]

In 1971, Gore also began to work the night shift for The Tennessean[image: External link] as an investigative reporter[image: External link].[41] His investigations of corruption[image: External link] among members of Nashville's Metro Council[image: External link] resulted in the arrest and prosecution of two councilmen for separate offenses.[36]

In 1974, he took a leave of absence[image: External link] from The Tennessean to attend Vanderbilt University Law School[image: External link]. His decision to become an attorney[image: External link] was a partial result of his time as a journalist, as he realized that, while he could expose corruption, he could not change it.[23] Gore did not complete law school, deciding abruptly, in 1976, to run for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link] when he found out that his father's former seat in the House was about to be vacated.[23][42]
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 Congress (1976–93)




See also: Al Gore and information technology[image: External link] and Al Gore and the environment[image: External link]


Gore began serving in the U.S. Congress at the age of 28 and stayed there for the next 16 years, serving in both the House (1977–85) and the Senate (1985–93).[41] Gore spent many weekends in Tennessee, working with his constituents.[10][31]
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 House and Senate




At the end of February 1976, U.S. Representative Joe L. Evins[image: External link] unexpectedly announced his retirement from Congress, making the Tennessee's 4th congressional district[image: External link] seat, to which he had succeeded Albert Gore Sr. in 1953 open[image: External link]. Within hours after The Tennessean publisher[image: External link] John Seigenthaler Sr.[image: External link] called him to tell him the announcement was forthcoming,[42] Gore decided to quit law school and run for the House of Representatives:


Gore's abrupt decision to run for the open seat surprised even himself; he later said that "I didn't realize myself I had been pulled back so much to it." The news came as a "bombshell" to his wife. Tipper Gore held a job in The Tennessean's photo lab and was working on a master's degree in psychology, but she joined in her husband's campaign (with assurance that she could get her job at The Tennessean back if he lost). By contrast, Gore asked his father to stay out of his campaign: "I must become my own man," he explained. "I must not be your candidate."[31]



Gore won the 1976 Democratic primary for the district with "32 percent of the vote, three percentage points more than his nearest rival", and was opposed only by an independent candidate in the election, recording 94 percent of the overall vote.[43] He went on to win the next three elections, in 1978[image: External link], 1980[image: External link], and 1982[image: External link], where "he was unopposed twice and won 79 percent of the vote the other time".[43] In 1984[image: External link], Gore successfully ran for a seat in the U.S. Senate[image: External link], which had been vacated by Republican Senate Majority Leader[image: External link] Howard Baker[image: External link]. He was "unopposed in the Democratic Senatorial primary and won the general election going away", despite the fact that Republican President Ronald Reagan swept Tennessee in his reelection campaign[image: External link] the same year.[43] Gore defeated Republican senatorial nominee Victor Ashe[image: External link], subsequently the mayor[image: External link] of Knoxville[image: External link], and the Republican-turned- Independent[image: External link], Ed McAteer, founder of the Christian right[image: External link] Religious Roundtable organization that had worked to elect Reagan as president in 1980.[44]

During his time in Congress, Gore was considered a "moderate" (he once referred to himself as a "raging moderate")[45] opposing federal funding of abortion, voting in favor of a bill which supported a moment in silence in schools, and voting against a ban on interstate sales of guns.[46] In 1981, Gore was quoted as saying with regard to homosexuality, "I think it is wrong", and "I don't pretend to understand it, but it is not just another normal optional life style." In his 1984 Senate race, Gore said when discussing homosexuality, "I do not believe it is simply an acceptable alternative that society should affirm." He also said that he would not take campaign funds from gay rights[image: External link] groups.[47] Although he maintained a position against homosexuality and gay marriage[image: External link] in the 1980s, Gore said in 2008 that he thinks "gay men and women ought to have the same rights as heterosexual men and women...to join together in marriage."[48] His position as a moderate (and on policies related to that label) shifted later in life after he became Vice President[image: External link] and ran for president in 2000[image: External link].[49]

During his time in the House, Gore sat on the Energy and Commerce[image: External link] and the Science and Technology[image: External link] committees, chairing the Science Committee's Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations for four years.[43] He also sat on the House Intelligence Committee[image: External link] and, in 1982, introduced the Gore Plan for arms control[image: External link], to "reduce chances of a nuclear first strike by cutting multiple warheads and deploying single-warhead mobile launchers."[31] While in the Senate, he sat on the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs[image: External link], the Rules and Administration[image: External link], and the Armed Services[image: External link] Committees.[31] In 1991, Gore was one of ten Democrats who supported the Gulf War.[31]

Gore was one of the Atari Democrats[image: External link] who were given this name due to their "passion for technological issues, from biomedical research and genetic engineering to the environmental impact of the "greenhouse effect[image: External link]."[31] On March 19, 1979, he became the first member of Congress to appear on C-SPAN.[50] During this time, Gore co-chaired the Congressional Clearinghouse on the Future with Newt Gingrich.[51] In addition, he has been described as having been a "genuine nerd, with a geek reputation running back to his days as a futurist Atari Democrat in the House. Before computers were comprehensible, let alone sexy, the poker-faced Gore struggled to explain artificial intelligence[image: External link] and fiber-optic networks[image: External link] to sleepy colleagues."[31][52] Internet pioneers Vint Cerf[image: External link] and Bob Kahn[image: External link] noted that,


as far back as the 1970s, Congressman Gore promoted the idea of high-speed telecommunications as an engine for both economic growth and the improvement of our educational system. He was the first elected official to grasp the potential of computer communications to have a broader impact than just improving the conduct of science and scholarship [...] the Internet, as we know it today, was not deployed until 1983. When the Internet was still in the early stages of its deployment, Congressman Gore provided intellectual leadership by helping create the vision of the potential benefits of high speed computing and communication.[53]



Gore introduced the Supercomputer Network Study Act of 1986.[54] He also sponsored hearings on how advanced technologies might be put to use in areas like coordinating the response of government agencies to natural disasters and other crises."[53]

As a Senator, Gore began to craft the High Performance Computing Act of 1991[image: External link] (commonly referred to as "The Gore Bill") after hearing the 1988 report Toward a National Research Network submitted to Congress by a group chaired by UCLA professor of computer science, Leonard Kleinrock[image: External link], one of the central creators of the ARPANET[image: External link] (the ARPANET, first deployed by Kleinrock and others in 1969, is the predecessor of the Internet).[55][56][57] The bill was passed on December 9, 1991, and led to the National Information Infrastructure[image: External link] (NII) which Gore referred to as the "information superhighway[image: External link]."[58]

After joining the House of Representatives, Gore held the "first congressional hearings on the climate change, and co-sponsor[ed] hearings on toxic waste and global warming."[59][60] He continued to speak on the topic throughout the 1980s.[31][61][62] In 1990, Senator Gore presided over a three-day conference with legislators from over 42 countries which sought to create a Global Marshall Plan[image: External link], "under which industrial nations would help less developed countries grow economically while still protecting the environment."[63]
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 Son's 1989 accident and first book




On April 3, 1989, as the Gores and their six-year-old son Albert were leaving a baseball game, Albert ran across the street to see his friend and was hit by a car. He was thrown 30 feet (9 m), and then traveled along the pavement for another 20 feet (6 m).[10] Gore later recalled: "I ran to his side and held him and called his name, but he was motionless, limp and still, without breath or pulse[...]. His eyes were open with the nothingness stare of death, and we prayed, the two of us, there in the gutter, with only my voice."[10] Albert was tended to by two nurses who happened to be present during the accident. The Gores spent the next month in the hospital with Albert. Gore also commented: "Our lives were consumed with the struggle to restore his body and spirit."[10] This event was "a trauma so shattering that [Gore] views it as a moment of personal rebirth", a "key moment in his life" which "changed everything."[10]

In August 1991, Gore announced that his son's accident was a factor in his decision not to run for president during the 1992 presidential election[image: External link].[64] Gore stated: "I would like to be President[...]. But I am also a father, and I feel deeply about my responsibility to my children[...]. I didn't feel right about tearing myself away from my family to the extent that is necessary in a Presidential campaign."[64] During this time, Gore wrote Earth in the Balance[image: External link], a text which became the first book written by a sitting U.S. Senator to make The New York Times Best Seller list since John F. Kennedy's Profiles in Courage[image: External link].[31]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 First presidential run (1988)




Main article: Al Gore presidential campaign, 1988[image: External link]


Gore campaigned for the Democratic Party[image: External link] nomination for President of the United States against Joe Biden, Gary Hart[image: External link], Dick Gephardt, Paul Simon[image: External link], Jesse Jackson[image: External link], and Michael Dukakis (who eventually won the Democratic nomination). Gore carried seven states in the primaries, finishing third overall.

Although Gore initially denied that he intended to run, his candidacy was the subject of speculation: "National analysts make Sen. Gore a long-shot for the Presidential nomination, but many believe he could provide a natural complement for any of the other candidates: a young, attractive, moderate Vice Presidential nominee from the South. He currently denies any interest, but he carefully does not reject the idea out of hand."[13] At the time, he was 39 years old, making him the "youngest serious Presidential candidate since John F. Kennedy."[13]

CNN noted that, "in 1988, for the first time, 12 Southern states would hold their primaries on the same day, dubbed "Super Tuesday". Gore thought he would be the only serious Southern contender; he had not counted on Jesse Jackson."[65] Jackson defeated Gore in the South Carolina Primary[image: External link], winning, "more than half the total vote, three times that of his closest rival here, Senator Albert Gore Jr. of Tennessee."[66] Gore next placed great hope on Super Tuesday where they split the Southern vote: Jackson winning Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi and Virginia; Gore winning Arkansas, North Carolina, Kentucky, Nevada, Tennessee, and Oklahoma.[31][65][67] Gore was later endorsed by New York City[image: External link] Mayor Ed Koch[image: External link] who made statements in favor of Israel[image: External link] and against Jackson. These statements cast Gore in a negative light,[65] leading voters away from Gore who received only 10% of the vote in the New York Primary. Gore then dropped out of the race.[31] The New York Times said that Gore also lost support due to his attacks against Jackson, Dukakis, and others.[68]

Gore was eventually able to mend fences with Jackson, who supported the Clinton-Gore ticket in 1992 and 1996, and campaigned for the Gore-Lieberman ticket during the 2000 presidential election[image: External link].[69][70] Gore's policies changed substantially in 2000, reflecting his eight years as Vice President.[71]
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 1992 presidential election




Gore was initially hesitant to accept a position as Bill Clinton's running mate for the 1992 United States presidential election[image: External link], but after clashing with the George H. W. Bush administration[image: External link] over global warming issues, he decided to accept the offer.[31] Clinton stated that he chose Gore due to his foreign policy experience, work with the environment, and commitment to his family.[72][73]

Clinton's choice was criticized as unconventional because rather than picking a running mate who would diversify the ticket[image: External link], Clinton chose a fellow Southerner who shared his political ideologies and who was nearly the same age as Clinton.[31][72][74] The Washington Bureau Chief for The Baltimore Sun[image: External link], Paul West, later suggested that, "Al Gore revolutionized the way Vice Presidents are made. When he joined Bill Clinton's ticket, it violated the old rules. Regional diversity? Not with two Southerners from neighboring states. Ideological balance? A couple of left-of-center moderates. [...] And yet, Gore has come to be regarded by strategists in both parties as the best vice presidential pick in at least 20 years."[75]

Clinton and Gore accepted the nomination at the Democratic National Convention on July 17, 1992.[76][77] Known as the Baby Boomer Ticket and the Fortysomething[image: External link] Team, The New York Times noted that if elected, Clinton and Gore, at ages 45 and 44 respectively, would be the "youngest team to make it to the White House in the country's history."[72][78] Theirs was the first ticket since 1972 to try to capture the youth vote. Gore called the ticket "a new generation of leadership".[72][79]

The ticket increased in popularity after the candidates traveled with their wives, Hillary and Tipper, on a "six-day, 1,000-mile bus ride, from New York to St. Louis."[80] Gore also debated the other vice presidential candidates, Dan Quayle, and James Stockdale. The Clinton-Gore ticket beat the Bush-Quayle ticket, 43%–38%.[31]
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 Vice Presidency (1993–2001)




Main article: Vice Presidency of Al Gore[image: External link]


See also: Al Gore and information technology[image: External link] and Al Gore and the environment[image: External link]


Al Gore served as Vice President during the Clinton Administration[image: External link]. Clinton and Gore were inaugurated on January 20, 1993. At the beginning of the first term, Clinton and Gore developed a "two-page agreement outlining their relationship". Clinton committed himself to regular lunch meetings, recognized Gore as a principal adviser on nominations, and appointed some of Gore's chief advisers to key White House staff positions. Clinton involved Gore in decision-making to an unprecedented degree for a Vice President. Through their weekly lunches and daily conversations, Gore became the president's "indisputable chief adviser".[31]

However, Gore had to compete with Hillary, the First Lady, for President Clinton's influence, starting when she was appointed health-care task force without Gore being consulted. Vanity Fair wrote that President Clinton's "failure to confide in his vice president was a telling sign of the real pecking order", and reported "it was an open secret that some of Hillary's advisers...nurtured dreams that Hillary, not Gore, would follow Bill in the presidency".[81][82]

Gore had a particular interest in reducing "waste, fraud, and abuse in the federal government and advocated trimming the size of the bureaucracy and the number of regulations."[31] During the Clinton Administration, the U.S. economy expanded, according to David Greenberg (professor of history and media studies at Rutgers University[image: External link]) who said that "by the end of the Clinton presidency, the numbers were uniformly impressive. Besides the record-high surpluses and the record-low poverty rates, the economy could boast the longest economic expansion in history; the lowest unemployment since the early 1970s; and the lowest poverty rates for single mothers, black Americans, and the aged."[83]

According to Leslie Budd, author of E-economy: Rhetoric or Business Reality, this economic success was due, in part, to Gore's continued role as an Atari Democrat[image: External link], promoting the development of information technology[image: External link], which led to the dot-com boom[image: External link] (c. 1995–2001).[84] Clinton and Gore entered office planning to finance research that would "flood the economy with innovative goods and services, lifting the general level of prosperity and strengthening American industry."[85] Their overall aim was to fund the development of, "robotics, smart roads, biotechnology, machine tools, magnetic-levitation trains, fiber-optic communications and national computer networks. Also earmarked [were] a raft of basic technologies like digital imaging and data storage."[85] Critics claimed that the initiatives would "backfire, bloating Congressional pork and creating whole new categories of Federal waste."[85]

During the election and his term as Vice President, Gore popularized the term Information Superhighway[image: External link], which became synonymous with the Internet[image: External link], and he was involved in the creation of the National Information Infrastructure[image: External link].[85] Gore first discussed his plans to emphasize information technology at UCLA on January 11, 1994, in a speech at The Superhighway Summit[image: External link]. He was involved in a number of projects including NetDay[image: External link]'96 and 24 Hours in Cyberspace[image: External link]. The Clinton–Gore administration also launched the first official White House website in 1994 and subsequent versions through 2000.[86] The Clipper Chip[image: External link], which "Clinton inherited from a multi-year National Security Agency effort", was a method of hardware encryption with a government backdoor[image: External link].[87] It met with strong opposition from civil liberty groups and was abandoned by 1996.[88][89]

Gore was also involved in environmental initiatives. He launched the GLOBE program[image: External link] on Earth Day[image: External link] '94, an education and science activity that, according to Forbes magazine[image: External link], "made extensive use of the Internet to increase student awareness of their environment".[90] In 1998, Gore began promoting a NASA[image: External link] satellite[image: External link] (Deep Space Climate Observatory[image: External link]) that would provide a constant view of the Earth, marking the first time such an image would have been made since The Blue Marble[image: External link] photo from the 1972 Apollo 17[image: External link] mission.[91] During this time, he also became associated with Digital Earth[image: External link].[92]

Gore negotiated and strongly supported the Kyoto Protocol[image: External link] to reduce greenhouse gasses[image: External link], but said upon his return that the administration would not submit the treaty to the Senate for ratification until it was amended to include "meaningful participation by key developing nations",[93][94][95] The Senate had previously passed unanimously (95–0) the Byrd–Hagel Resolution[image: External link] (S. Res. 98), which declared opposition to any greenhouse gas treaty which would limit US emissions without similar limits on third-world countries such as China.[96][97] The Clinton administration left office three years later without having submitted the treaty for ratification.

In 1996, Gore became involved in a finance controversy over his attendance at an event at the Buddhist[image: External link] Hsi Lai Temple[image: External link] in Hacienda Heights, California[image: External link].[31] In an interview on NBC[image: External link]'s Today[image: External link] the following year, Gore said, "I did not know that it was a fund-raiser. I knew it was a political event, and I knew there were finance people that were going to be present, and so that alone should have told me, 'This is inappropriate and this is a mistake; don't do this.' And I take responsibility for that. It was a mistake."[98] In March 1997, Gore had to explain phone calls which he made to solicit funds for Democratic Party for the 1996 election.[99] In a news conference, Gore stated that, "all calls that I made were charged to the Democratic National Committee. I was advised there was nothing wrong with that. My counsel tells me there is no controlling legal authority that says that is any violation of any law."[100] The phrase "no controlling legal authority" was criticized by columnist Charles Krauthammer[image: External link], who stated: "Whatever other legacies Al Gore leaves behind between now and retirement, he forever bequeaths this newest weasel word to the lexicon of American political corruption."[101] Robert Conrad Jr.[image: External link] was the head of a Justice Department task force appointed by Attorney General[image: External link] Janet Reno to investigate Gore's fund-raising controversies. In Spring 2000, Conrad asked Reno to appoint an independent counsel[image: External link] to continue the investigation. After looking into the matter, Reno judged that the appointment of an independent counsel was unwarranted.[102]

During the 1990s, Gore spoke out on a number of issues. In a 1992 speech on the Gulf War, Gore stated that he twice attempted to get the U.S. government to pull the plug on support to Saddam Hussein, citing Hussein's use of poison gas, support of terrorism, and his burgeoning nuclear program, but was opposed both times by the Reagan and Bush administrations.[103] In the wake of the Al-Anfal Campaign[image: External link], during which Hussein staged deadly mustard and nerve gas attacks on Kurdish Iraqis, Gore cosponsored the Prevention of Genocide Act of 1988[image: External link], which would have cut all assistance to Iraq.[103] The bill was defeated in part due to intense lobbying of Congress by the Reagan-Bush White House and a veto threat from President Reagan.[103] In 1998, at a conference of APEC[image: External link] hosted by Malaysia[image: External link], Gore objected to the indictment, arrest and jailing of President Mahathir Mohammad[image: External link]'s longtime second-in-command Anwar Ibrahim[image: External link], a move which received a negative response from leaders there.[104] Ten years later, Gore again protested when Ibrahim was arrested a second time,[105] a decision condemned by Malaysian foreign minister Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim[image: External link].[105]

Soon afterwards, Gore also had to contend with the Lewinsky scandal, involving an affair between President Clinton and an intern, Monica Lewinsky. Gore initially defended Clinton, whom he believed to be innocent, stating, "He is the president of the country! He is my friend [...] I want to ask you now, every single one of you, to join me in supporting him."[31] After Clinton was impeached, Gore continued to defend him stating, "I've defined my job in exactly the same way for six years now [...] to do everything I can to help him be the best president possible."[31][81][82]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Second presidential run (2000)




Main article: Al Gore presidential campaign, 2000[image: External link]


See also: Bush v. Gore[image: External link], Florida election recount[image: External link], and Al Gore and information technology[image: External link]


There was talk of a potential run in the 2000 presidential race[image: External link] by Gore as early as January 1998.[106] Gore discussed the possibility of running during a March 9, 1999, interview with CNN's Late Edition with Wolf Blitzer[image: External link]. In response to Wolf Blitzer[image: External link]'s question: "Why should Democrats, looking at the Democratic nomination process, support you instead of Bill Bradley[image: External link]", Gore responded:


I'll be offering my vision when my campaign begins. And it will be comprehensive and sweeping. And I hope that it will be compelling enough to draw people toward it. I feel that it will be. But it will emerge from my dialogue with the American people. I've traveled to every part of this country during the last six years. During my service in the United States Congress, I took the initiative in creating the Internet. I took the initiative in moving forward a whole range of initiatives that have proven to be important to our country's economic growth and environmental protection, improvements in our educational system.[107]



Former UCLA professor of information studies[image: External link] Philip E. Agre[image: External link] and journalist Eric Boehlert[image: External link] argued that three articles in Wired News[image: External link] led to the creation of the widely spread urban legend[image: External link] that Gore claimed to have "invented the Internet", which followed this interview.[108][109][110][111] In addition, computer professionals and congressional colleagues argued in his defense. Internet pioneers Vint Cerf[image: External link] and Bob Kahn[image: External link] stated that "we don't think, as some people have argued, that Gore intended to claim he 'invented' the Internet. Moreover, there is no question in our minds that while serving as Senator, Gore's initiatives had a significant and beneficial effect on the still-evolving Internet."[53][109] Cerf would later state: "Al Gore had seen what happened with the National Interstate and Defense Highways Act of 1956[image: External link], which his father introduced as a military bill. It was very powerful. Housing went up, suburban boom happened, everybody became mobile. Al was attuned to the power of networking much more than any of his elective colleagues. His initiatives led directly to the commercialization of the Internet. So he really does deserve credit."[112] In a speech to the American Political Science Association, former Republican Speaker of the United States House of Representatives[image: External link] Newt Gingrich also stated: "In all fairness, it's something Gore had worked on a long time. Gore is not the Father of the Internet, but in all fairness, Gore is the person who, in the Congress, most systematically worked to make sure that we got to an Internet, and the truth is—and I worked with him starting in 1978 when I got [to Congress], we were both part of a "futures group"—the fact is, in the Clinton administration, the world we had talked about in the '80s began to actually happen."[113] Finally, Wolf Blitzer (who conducted the original 1999 interview) stated in 2008 that: "I didn't ask him about the Internet. I asked him about the differences he had with Bill Bradley [...] Honestly, at the time, when he said it, it didn't dawn on me that this was going to have the impact that it wound up having, because it was distorted to a certain degree and people said they took what he said, which was a carefully phrased comment about taking the initiative and creating the Internet to—I invented the Internet. And that was the sort of shorthand, the way his enemies projected it and it wound up being a devastating setback to him and it hurt him, as I'm sure he acknowledges to this very day."[114]

Gore himself would later poke fun at the controversy. In 2000, while on the Late Show with David Letterman[image: External link] he read Letterman's Top 10 List[image: External link] (which for this show was called, "Top Ten Rejected Gore – Lieberman Campaign Slogans") to the audience. Number nine on the list was: "Remember, America, I gave you the Internet, and I can take it away!"[115] In 2005 when Gore was awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award "for three decades of contributions to the Internet" at the Webby Awards[image: External link][116][117] he joked in his acceptance speech (limited to five words according to Webby Awards rules): "Please don't recount this vote." He was introduced by Vint Cerf who used the same format to joke: "We all invented the Internet." Gore, who was then asked to add a few more words to his speech, stated: "It is time to reinvent the Internet for all of us to make it more robust and much more accessible and use it to reinvigorate our democracy."[117]

Gore formally announced his candidacy for president in a speech on June 16, 1999, in Carthage, Tennessee[image: External link], with his major theme being the need to strengthen the American family.[118] He was introduced by his eldest daughter, Karenna Gore Schiff[image: External link].[118] In making the speech, Gore also distanced himself from Bill Clinton, who he stated had lied to him.[118] Gore was "briefly interrupted" by AIDS[image: External link] protesters claiming Gore was working with the pharmaceutical industry to prevent access to generic medicines for poor nations and chanting "Gore's greed kills."[118] Additional speeches were also interrupted by the protesters. Gore responded, "I love this country. I love the First Amendment[image: External link] [...] Let me say in response to those who may have chosen an inappropriate way to make their point, that actually the crisis of AIDS in Africa is one that should command the attention of people in the United States and around the world." Gore also issued a statement saying that he supported efforts to lower the cost of the AIDS drugs, provided that they "are done in a way consistent with international agreements."[119][120]

While Bill Clinton's job-approval ratings were around 60%, an April 1999 study by the Pew Research Center[image: External link] for the People found that respondents suffered from "Clinton fatigue" where they were "tired of all the problems associated with the Clinton administration" including the Lewinsky scandal and impeachment. Texas Governor and likely Republican presidential nominee George W. Bush was leading Gore 54% to 41% in polls during that time. Gore's advisers believed that the "Lewinsky scandal and Bill's past womanizing...alienated independent voters—especially the soccer moms[image: External link], who stood for traditional values[image: External link]". Consequently, Gore's presidential campaign "veered too far in differentiating himself from Bill and his record and had difficulty taking advantage of the Clinton administration's legitimate successes". In addition, Hillary's candidacy for the open Senate seat in New York exacerbated the "three-way tensions evident in the White House since 1993", as "not only was Hillary unavailable as a campaigner, she was poaching top Democratic fund-raisers and donors who would normally concentrate on the vice president". In one instance "Hillary insisted on being invited [to a Los Angeles fundraiser for the vice president]—over the objections of the event's organizers", where the First Lady "shocked the vice president's supporters by soliciting donations for herself in front of Tipper".[81]

Gore faced an early challenge by former New Jersey senator Bill Bradley[image: External link].[118] Bradley was the only candidate to oppose Gore and was considered a "fresh face" for the White House.[121][122] Gore challenged Bradley to a series of debates which took the form of "town hall" meetings.[123] Gore went on the offensive during these debates leading to a drop in the polls for Bradley.[124][125] In the Iowa caucus the unions pledged their support to Gore, despite Bradley spending heavily in that state, and Bradley was much embarrassed by his two to one defeat there. Gore went on to capture the New Hampshire primary 53-47%, which had been a must-win state for Bradley. Gore then swept all of the primaries on Super Tuesday while Bradley finished a distant second in each state. On March 9, 2000, after failing to win any of the first 20 primaries and caucuses in the election process, Bradley withdrew his campaign and endorsed Gore. Gore eventually went on to win every primary and caucus and, in March 2000 even won the first primary election ever held over the Internet, the Arizona Presidential Primary.[126] By then, he secured the Democratic nomination.[127]

On August 13, 2000, Gore announced that he had selected Senator Joe Lieberman of Connecticut as his vice presidential running mate. Lieberman became "the first person of the Jewish faith[image: External link] to run for the nation's second-highest office." Many pundits saw Gore's choice of Lieberman as further distancing him from the scandals of the Clinton White House.[128] Gore's daughter, Karenna, together with her father's former Harvard roommate Tommy Lee Jones[image: External link],[129] officially nominated Gore as the Democratic presidential candidate during the 2000 Democratic National Convention in Los Angeles, California[image: External link].[130] Gore accepted his party's nomination and spoke about the major themes of his campaign, stating in particular his plan to extend Medicare[image: External link] to pay for prescription drugs[image: External link] and to work for a sensible universal health-care[image: External link] system.[130] Soon after the convention, Gore hit the campaign trail with running mate Joe Lieberman. Gore and Bush were deadlocked in the polls.[131] Gore and Bush participated in three televised debates. While both sides claimed victory after each, Gore was critiqued as either too stiff, too reticent, or too aggressive in contrast to Bush.[132][133]
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 Recount




On election night, news networks first called Florida for Gore, later retracted the projection, and then called Florida for Bush, before finally retracting that projection as well.[134] Florida's Republican[image: External link] Secretary of State[image: External link], Katherine Harris[image: External link], eventually certified Florida's vote count.[135] This led to the Florida election recount[image: External link], a move to further examine the Florida results[image: External link].[136]

The Florida recount was stopped a few weeks later by the U.S. Supreme Court. In the ruling, Bush v. Gore[image: External link], the Justices held that the Florida recount was unconstitutional and that no constitutionally valid recount could be completed by the December 12 deadline, effectively ending the recounts. This 7–2 vote ruled that the standards the Florida Supreme Court[image: External link] provided for a recount were unconstitutional due to violations of the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link], and further ruled 5–4 that no constitutionally valid recount could be completed by the December 12 deadline. This case ordered an end to recounting underway in selected Florida counties, effectively giving George W. Bush a 537[137] vote victory in Florida and consequently Florida's 25 electoral votes[image: External link] and the presidency.[138] The results of the decision led to Gore winning the popular vote[image: External link] by approximately 500,000 votes nationwide, but receiving 266 electoral votes to Bush's 271 (one District of Columbia[image: External link] elector abstained).[139] On December 13, 2000, Gore conceded the election.[140] Gore strongly disagreed with the Court's decision, but in his concession speech stated that, "for the sake of our unity as a people and the strength of our democracy, I offer my concession."[141]
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 Post-Vice Presidency




After maintaining an informal public distance for eight years, Bill Clinton and Gore reunited for the media in August 2009 after Clinton arranged for the release of two journalists who were being held hostage in North Korea. The two women were employees of Gore's Current TV[image: External link].[142]
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 Criticism of Bush




Beginning in late 2002, Gore began to publicly criticize the Bush administration[image: External link]. In a September 23, 2002, speech given before the Commonwealth Club of California[image: External link], Gore criticized President George W. Bush and Congress for the rush to war prior to the outbreak of hostilities in Iraq[image: External link]. He compared this decision to the Persian Gulf War (which Gore had voted for) stating, "Back in 1991, I was one of a handful of Democrats in the United States Senate to vote in favor of the resolution endorsing the Persian Gulf War [...] But look at the differences between the resolution that was voted on in 1991 and the one this administration is proposing that the Congress vote on in 2002. The circumstances are really completely different. To review a few of them briefly: in 1991, Iraq had crossed an international border, invaded a neighboring sovereign nation and annexed its territory. Now by contrast in 2002, there has been no such invasion."[143][144] In a speech given in 2004, during the presidential election[image: External link], Gore accused George W. Bush of betraying the country by using the 9/11 attacks[image: External link] as a justification for the invasion of Iraq.[145] The next year, Gore gave a speech which covered many topics, including what he called "religious zealots" who claim special knowledge of God's will in American politics. Gore stated: "They even claim that those of us who disagree with their point of view are waging war against people of faith."[146] After Hurricane Katrina in 2005, Gore chartered two planes to evacuate 270 people from New Orleans and criticized the Bush administration's response to the hurricane.[147] In 2006, Gore criticized Bush's use of domestic wiretaps[image: External link] without a warrant.[148] One month later, in a speech given at the Jeddah Economic Forum[image: External link], Gore criticized the treatment of Arabs[image: External link] in the U.S. after 9/11 stating, "Unfortunately there have been terrible abuses and it's wrong [...] I do want you to know that it does not represent the desires or wishes or feelings of the majority of the citizens of my country."[149] Gore's 2007 book, The Assault on Reason[image: External link], is an analysis of what Gore refers to as the "emptying out of the marketplace of ideas[image: External link]" in civic discourse during the Bush administration. He attributes this phenomenon to the influence of television and argues that it endangers American democracy. By contrast, Gore argues, the Internet can revitalize and ultimately "redeem the integrity of representative democracy."[150] In 2008, Gore argued against the ban of same-sex marriage on his Current TV website, stating, "I think that gay men and women ought to have the same rights as heterosexual men and women to make contracts, have hospital visiting rights, and join together in marriage."[151] In a 2009 interview with CNN[image: External link], Gore commented on former Vice President Dick Cheney's criticism of the Obama administration[image: External link]. Referring to his own previous criticism of the Bush administrations, Gore stated: "I waited two years after I left office to make statements that were critical, and then of the policy [...] You know, you talk about somebody that shouldn't be talking about making the country less safe, invading a country that did not attack us and posed no serious threat to us at all."[152]

While Gore has criticized Bush for his Katrina response,he has not spoken publicly about his part in the evacuation of 270 patients on September 3 & 4, 2005, from Charity Hospital in New Orleans to Tennessee. On September 1, Gore was contacted by Charity Hospital's Neurosurgeon Dr. David Kline,who had operated on his son Albert, through Greg Simon of FasterCures[image: External link]. Kline informed Gore and Simon of the desperate conditions at the hospital and asked Gore and Simon to arrange relief. On Gore's personal financial commitment, two airlines each provided a plane with one flight latter underwritten by Larry Flax[image: External link]. The flights were flown by volunteer airline crews and medically staffed by Gore's cousin, retired Col. Dar LaFon, and family physician Dr. Anderson Spickard and were accompanied by Gore and Albert III. Gore used his political influence to expedite landing rights in New Orleans.[147][153][154]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Presidential run speculation




Gore was a speculated candidate for the 2004 Presidential Election[image: External link] (a bumper sticker, "Re-elect Gore in 2004!" was popular).[155] On December 16, 2002, however, Gore announced that he would not run in 2004.[156] Despite Gore taking himself out of the race, a handful of his supporters formed a national campaign to draft[image: External link] him into running. One observer concluded it was "Al Gore who has the best chance to defeat the incumbent president", noting that "of the 43 Presidents, only three have been direct descendents of former Presidents:" John Quincy Adams, Benjamin Harrison, and George W. Bush, that "all three won the office only after... anomalies in the Electoral College[image: External link]", that the first two were defeated for re-election in a populist backlash, and finally that "the men who first lost to the presidential progeny and then beat them" (i.e. Andrew Jackson and Grover Cleveland) "each won a sort of immortality—having his image placed on a unit of US currency", and that Gore should answer this call of history.[157] The draft movement, however, failed to convince Gore to run.[158]

The prospect of a Gore candidacy arose again between 2006 and early 2008 in light of the upcoming 2008 presidential election[image: External link]. Although Gore frequently stated that he had "no plans to run", he did not reject the possibility of future involvement in politics which led to speculation that he might run.[159][160][161] This was due in part to his increased popularity after the release of the 2006 documentary, An Inconvenient Truth.[162] The director of the film, Davis Guggenheim[image: External link], stated that after the release of the film, "Everywhere I go with him, they treat him like a rock star."[163] After An Inconvenient Truth was nominated for an Academy Award[image: External link], Donna Brazile[image: External link] (Gore's campaign chairwoman from his 2000 campaign) speculated that Gore might announce a possible presidential candidacy during the Oscars.[164] During the 79th Academy Awards[image: External link] ceremony, Gore and actor Leonardo DiCaprio[image: External link] shared the stage to speak about the " greening[image: External link]" of the ceremony itself. Gore began to give a speech that appeared to be leading up to an announcement that he would run for president. However, background music drowned him out and he was escorted offstage, implying that it was a rehearsed gag, which he later acknowledged.[165][166] After An Inconvenient Truth won the Academy Award for Best Documentary[image: External link], speculation increased about a possible presidential run.[167] Gore's popularity was indicated in polls which showed that even without running, he was coming in second or third among possible Democratic candidates Hillary Clinton, Barack Obama, and John Edwards.[168] Grassroots[image: External link] draft[image: External link] campaigns also developed with the hope that they could encourage Gore to run.[169][170][171] Gore, however, remained firm in his decision and declined to run for the presidency.[172]

Interest in having Gore run for the 2016 Presidential election[image: External link] arose in 2014 and again in 2015, although he did not declare any intention to do so.[173][174]
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 Involvement in presidential campaigns




After announcing he would not run in the 2004 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], Gore endorsed Vermont governor[image: External link] Howard Dean in December 2003, weeks before the first primary of the election cycle.[175] He was criticized for this endorsement by eight Democratic contenders particularly since he did not endorse his former running mate Joe Lieberman (Gore preferred Dean over Lieberman because Lieberman supported the Iraq War[image: External link] and Gore did not).[49][176][177] Dean's campaign soon became a target of attacks and eventually failed, with Gore's early endorsement being credited as a factor. In The New York Times, Dean stated: "I actually do think the endorsement of Al Gore began the decline." The Times further noted that "Dean instantly amplified his statement to indicate that the endorsement from Mr. Gore, a powerhouse of the establishment, so threatened the other Democratic candidates that they began the attacks on his candidacy that helped derail it."[178] Dean's former campaign manager, Joe Trippi[image: External link], also stated that after Gore's endorsement of Dean, "alarm bells went off in every newsroom in the country, in every other campaign in the country", indicating that if something did not change, Dean would be the nominee.[179] Later, in March 2004, Gore endorsed John Kerry and gave Kerry $6 million in funds left over from his own unsuccessful 2000 bid.[180] Gore also opened the 2004 Democratic National Convention.[181]

During the 2008 primaries[image: External link], Gore remained neutral toward all of the candidates[182] which led to speculation that he would come out of a brokered 2008 Democratic National Convention as a "compromise candidate" if the party decided it could not nominate one.[183][184] Gore responded by stating that these events would not take place because a candidate would be nominated through the primary process.[185][186] Senator Ted Kennedy had urged Gore to endorse Senator Barack Obama though Gore declined.[82] When Obama became the presumptive Democratic nominee for president on June 3, 2008, speculation began that Gore might be tapped for the vice presidency.[187][188] On June 16, 2008, one week after Hillary Clinton had suspended her campaign, Gore endorsed Obama in a speech given in Detroit, Michigan[image: External link][189][190][191] which renewed speculation of an Obama-Gore ticket.[192] Gore stated, however, that he was not interested in being Vice President again.[193][194][195][196] On the timing and nature of Gore's endorsement, some argued that Gore waited because he did not want to repeat his calamitous early endorsement of Howard Dean during the 2004 Presidential Election[image: External link].[197][198] On the final night of the 2008 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], shortly before Obama delivered his acceptance address, Gore gave a speech offering his full support.[199][200] Such support led to new speculation after Obama was elected President during the 2008 Presidential election[image: External link] that Gore would be named a member of the Obama administration. This speculation was enhanced by a meeting held between Obama, Gore, and Joe Biden in Chicago[image: External link] on December 9, 2008. However, Democratic officials and Gore's spokeswoman stated that during the meeting the only subject under discussion was the climate crisis, and Gore would not be joining the Obama administration.[201][202] On December 19, 2008, Gore described Obama's environmental administrative choices of Carol Browner, Steven Chu[image: External link], and Lisa Jackson[image: External link] as "an exceptional team to lead the fight against the climate crisis."[203]

Gore repeated his neutrality eight years later during the Democratic presidential primaries of 2016[image: External link] until endorsing Hillary Clinton on July 25, 2016, the first day of that year's Democratic National Convention[image: External link].[204] Gore appeared with her at a rally on Miami Dade College's Kendall Campus on October 11, 2016.[205][206]
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 Environmentalism




Main article: Environmental activism of Al Gore[image: External link]


Gore has been involved with environmental issues since 1976, when as a freshman congressman, he held the "first congressional hearings on the climate change, and co-sponsor[ed] hearings on toxic waste and global warming."[59][60] He continued to speak on the topic throughout the 1980s,[61] and is still prevalent in the environmental community. He was known as one of the Atari Democrats[image: External link], later called the "Democrats' Greens, politicians who see issues like clean air, clean water and global warming as the key to future victories for their party."[62][207]

In 1990, Senator Gore presided over a three-day conference with legislators from over 42 countries which sought to create a Global Marshall Plan[image: External link], "under which industrial nations would help less developed countries grow economically while still protecting the environment."[208] In the late 1990s, Gore strongly pushed for the passage of the Kyoto Protocol[image: External link], which called for reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.[209][210] He was opposed by the Senate, which passed unanimously (95–0) the Byrd–Hagel Resolution[image: External link] (S. Res. 98),[96] which stated the sense of the Senate was that the United States should not be a signatory to any protocol that did not include binding targets and timetables for developing as well as industrialized nations or "would result in serious harm to the economy of the United States".[211]

In 2004, he co-launched Generation Investment Management[image: External link], a company for which he serves as Chair. A few years later, Gore also founded The Alliance for Climate Protection[image: External link], an organization which eventually founded the We Campaign[image: External link]. Gore also became a partner in the venture capital firm, Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers[image: External link], heading that firm's climate change solutions group.[2][3] He also helped to organize the Live Earth[image: External link] benefit concerts.[212]

In 2013, Gore became a vegan.[213] He had earlier admitted that "it's absolutely correct that the growing meat intensity of diets across the world is one of the issues connected to this global crisis – not only because of the [carbon dioxide] involved, but also because of the water consumed in the process"[214] and some speculate that his adoption of the new diet is related to his environmentalist stance.[214] In a 2014 interview, Gore said "Over a year ago I changed my diet to a vegan diet, really just to experiment to see what it was like. ... I felt better, so I've continued with it and I'm likely to continue it for the rest of my life."[215]

At the 2017 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link], Gore released An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power[image: External link], a sequel to his 2006 film, An Inconvenient Truth, which documents his continuing efforts to battle climate change.[216]

A "Climate and Health Summit" which was originally going to be held by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention[image: External link], was cancelled without warning in late January, 2017.[217] A few days later, Gore revived the summit, which he will hold without the CDC.[218]
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 Criticism




Gore's involvement in environmental issues has been criticized[image: External link]. For example, he has been labeled a "carbon billionaire" and accused of profiting from his advocacy;[219] a charge which he has denied,[220] by saying, among other things, that he has not been "working on this issue for 30 years... because of greed".[219] A conservative Washington D.C. think tank, and a Republican member of Congress, among others, have claimed that Gore has a conflict-of-interest for advocating for taxpayer subsidies of green-energy technologies in which he has a personal investment.[220][221] Additionally, he has been criticized for his above-average energy consumption in using private jets, and in owning multiple, very large homes,[222] one of which was reported in 2007 as using high amounts of electricity.[223][224] Gore's spokesperson responded by stating that the Gores use renewable energy[image: External link] which is more expensive than regular energy and that the Tennessee house in question has been retrofitted to make it more energy-efficient.[225][226]

Data in An Inconvenient Truth[image: External link] have been questioned. In a 2007 court case[image: External link], a British judge said that while he had "no doubt ...the film was broadly accurate" and its "four main scientific hypotheses ...are supported by a vast quantity of research",[227] he upheld nine of a "long schedule" of alleged errors presented to the court. He ruled that the film could be shown to schoolchildren in the UK if guidance notes given to teachers were amended to balance out the film's one-sided political views. Gore's spokeswoman responded in 2007 that the court had upheld the film's fundamental thesis and its use as an educational tool.[228] In 2009, Gore described the British court ruling as being "in my favor."[229]

In the late 1980s and 1990s, Gore was criticized for his involvement in asking the EPA[image: External link] for less strict pollution controls for the Pigeon River[image: External link].[230]

Organizations including People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals[image: External link] (PETA) criticized Gore for not advocating vegetarianism[image: External link] as a way for individuals to reduce their carbon footprint[image: External link].[231] Gore agreed that meat production contributes to increased carbon emissions[image: External link], but did not want to "go quite as far as ... saying everybody should become a vegetarian".[232] He said that although he was not a vegetarian, he had "cut back sharply" on his consumption of meat.[232]

When asked by Bjørn Lomborg[image: External link] to debate whether spending on health and education should take priority over limiting carbon emissions, Gore responded that he would not debate because the "scientific community has gone through this chapter and verse. We have long since passed the time when we should pretend this is a 'on the one hand, on the other hand' issue ... It's not a matter of theory or conjecture."[233]
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 Meeting with Ivanka and Donald Trump




President-elect Donald Trump's daughter, Ivanka[image: External link], reported that she intended to make climate change one of her signature issues, while her father served as President of the United States. She therefore contacted Al Gore, and he met with her and her father on December 5, 2016, at Trump Tower.[234] Following his visit, Gore spoke briefly to the media standing outside the elevator of Trump Tower. Gore related that: "I had a lengthy and very productive session with the president-elect. It was a sincere search for areas of common ground. I had a meeting beforehand with Ivanka Trump. The bulk of the time was with the president-elect, Donald Trump. I found it an extremely interesting conversation, and to be continued, and I'm just going to leave it at that."[235] This was a significant milestone, as Trump once tweeted[image: External link] that "[t]he concept of global warming was created by and for the Chinese in order to make U.S. manufacturing non-competitive."[236]
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 Awards and honors




Main article: List of awards received by Al Gore[image: External link]


Gore is the recipient of a number of awards, including the Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link] (together with the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change[image: External link]) in 2007,[237][238][239] a Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link] for Current TV[image: External link] in 2007, a Webby Award[image: External link] in 2005 and the Prince of Asturias Award[image: External link] in 2007 for International Cooperation. He also starred in the 2006 documentary An Inconvenient Truth[image: External link], which won an Academy Award for Best Documentary[image: External link] in 2007 and wrote the book An Inconvenient Truth: The Planetary Emergency of Global Warming and What We Can Do About It[image: External link], which won a Grammy Award for Best Spoken Word Album in 2009.[8][240]

President Obama praised Gore for advancing the cause of peace.[241]
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George Herbert Walker Bush (born June 12, 1924) is an American politician who was the 41st President of the United States[image: External link] from 1989 to 1993 and the 43rd Vice President of the United States[image: External link] from 1981 to 1989. A member of the Republican Party[image: External link], he was previously a congressman, ambassador, and Director of Central Intelligence[image: External link]. He is the oldest living former President and Vice President. Since 2000, Bush has often been referred to as "George H. W. Bush", "Bush 41", "Bush the Elder", or "George Bush Senior" to distinguish him from his eldest son, George W. Bush, who became the 43rd President of the United States after the 2000 election[image: External link].

Bush was born in Milton, Massachusetts[image: External link], to Prescott Bush[image: External link] and Dorothy Walker Bush. Following the attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link] in 1941, Bush postponed his university studies, enlisted in the U.S. Navy[image: External link] on his 18th birthday, and became the youngest aviator[image: External link] in the U.S. Navy at the time. He served until the end of the war, then attended Yale University. Graduating in 1948, he moved his family to West Texas[image: External link] and entered the oil business[image: External link], becoming a millionaire by the age of 40. Bush became involved in politics soon after founding his own oil company, and he won election to the House of Representatives in 1966. In 1971, President Richard Nixon appointed Bush as Ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link], and in 1973, Bush became the Chairman of the Republican National Committee[image: External link]. The following year, President Gerald Ford appointed Bush as the ambassador to the People's Republic of China[image: External link], and later reassigned Bush to the position of Director of Central Intelligence[image: External link]. Bush ran for president in 1980[image: External link] but was defeated in the Republican primary[image: External link] by Ronald Reagan. Reagan chose Bush as his running mate, and Bush became vice president after the Reagan–Bush ticket won the 1980 election. During his eight-year tenure as vice president, Bush headed administration task forces on deregulation and fighting the "War on Drugs[image: External link]".

In 1988[image: External link], Bush ran a successful campaign to succeed Reagan as President, defeating Democratic[image: External link] opponent Michael Dukakis. Foreign policy[image: External link] drove the Bush presidency: military operations[image: External link] were conducted in Panama[image: External link] and the Persian Gulf; the Berlin Wall[image: External link] fell in 1989, and the Soviet Union[image: External link] dissolved two years later. Though the agreement was not ratified until after he left office, Bush also signed the North American Free Trade Agreement, which created a trade bloc[image: External link] consisting of the United States, Canada[image: External link], and Mexico[image: External link]. Domestically, Bush reneged on a 1988 campaign promise and, after a struggle with Congress, signed an increase in taxes that Congress had passed. In the wake of a weak recovery from an economic recession[image: External link], along with continuing budget deficits and the diminution of foreign politics as a major issue in a post-Cold War political climate[image: External link], he lost the 1992 presidential election[image: External link] to Democrat Bill Clinton.

Bush left office in 1993. His presidential library[image: External link] was dedicated in 1997, and he has been active—often alongside Bill Clinton—in various humanitarian activities. With George W. Bush's victory in the 2000 presidential election, Bush and his son became the second father-son combination to serve as president, following John Adams and John Quincy Adams. Another member of the Bush family[image: External link], Bush's second son Jeb Bush[image: External link], served as the 43rd[image: External link] Governor of Florida (1999–2007) and sought[image: External link] the Republican presidential nomination in 2016[image: External link].
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 Early life and education




See also: Bush family[image: External link]


George Herbert Walker Bush was born at 173 Adams Street in Milton, Massachusetts[image: External link],[1] on June 12, 1924, to Prescott Sheldon Bush[image: External link] and Dorothy (Walker) Bush. The Bush family moved from Milton to Greenwich[image: External link], Connecticut[image: External link], shortly after his birth. Growing up, his nickname was "Poppy".[2]

Bush began his formal education at the Greenwich Country Day School[image: External link] in Greenwich. Beginning in 1936, he attended Phillips Academy[image: External link] in Andover, Massachusetts[image: External link], where he held a number of leadership positions including president of the senior class, secretary of the student council, president of the community fund-raising group, a member of the editorial board of the school newspaper, and captain of both the varsity baseball and soccer teams.[3]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 World War II




Following the attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link] in December 1941, Bush decided to join the US. Navy[image: External link],[4] so after graduating from Phillips Academy[image: External link] in 1942, he became a naval aviator[image: External link] at the age of 18.[3] After completing the 10-month course, he was commissioned as an ensign[image: External link] in the United States Naval Reserve[image: External link] at Naval Air Station Corpus Christi[image: External link] on June 9, 1943, just three days before his 19th birthday, which made him the youngest naval aviator to that date.[4]

He was assigned to Torpedo Squadron (VT-51) as the photographic officer in September 1943.[4] The following year, his squadron was based on USS San Jacinto[image: External link] as a member of Air Group 51, where his lanky physique earned him the nickname "Skin".[5] During this time, the task force was victorious in one of the largest air battles of World War II: the Battle of the Philippine Sea[image: External link].[4]

After Bush's promotion to Lieutenant (junior grade)[image: External link] on August 1, 1944, San Jacinto commenced operations against the Japanese in the Bonin Islands[image: External link]. Bush piloted one of four Grumman TBM Avenger[image: External link] aircraft from VT-51 that attacked the Japanese installations on Chichijima[image: External link].[6] His crew for the mission, which occurred on September 2, 1944, included Radioman Second Class John Delaney and Lieutenant Junior Grade William White.[4] During their attack, the Avengers encountered intense anti-aircraft[image: External link] fire; Bush's aircraft was hit by flak[image: External link] and his engine caught on fire. Despite his plane being on fire, Bush completed his attack and released bombs over his target, scoring several damaging hits.[4] With his engine ablaze, Bush flew several miles from the island, where he and one other crew member on the TBM Avenger bailed out of the aircraft;[7] the other man's parachute[image: External link] did not open.[4] Bush waited for four hours in an inflated raft, while several fighters circled protectively overhead until he was rescued by the lifeguard submarine USS  Finback[image: External link].[4] For the next month he remained on Finback, and participated in the rescue of other pilots. Several of those shot down during the attack were executed, their livers eaten[image: External link] by their captors.[8]

Bush subsequently returned to San Jacinto in November 1944 and participated in operations in the Philippines until his squadron was replaced and sent home to the United States. Through 1944, he flew 58 combat missions[7] for which he received the Distinguished Flying Cross[image: External link], three Air Medals[image: External link], and the Presidential Unit Citation[image: External link] awarded to San Jacinto.[4]

Because of his valuable combat experience, Bush was reassigned to Norfolk Navy Base[image: External link] and put in a training wing for new torpedo pilots. He was later assigned as a naval aviator in a new torpedo squadron, VT-153, based at Naval Air Station Grosse Ile[image: External link], Michigan. Upon the Japanese surrender in 1945, Bush was honorably discharged[image: External link] in September of that year.
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George Bush married Barbara Pierce[image: External link] on January 6, 1945, only weeks after his return from the Pacific. The couple's first residence was a small rented apartment in Trenton[image: External link], Michigan, near Bush's Navy assignment at NAS Grosse Ile[image: External link]. Their marriage produced six children: George Walker Bush (born 1946), Pauline Robinson "Robin" Bush (1949–1953, died of leukemia[image: External link]), John Ellis "Jeb" Bush[image: External link] (born 1953), Neil Mallon Pierce Bush[image: External link] (born 1955), Marvin Pierce Bush[image: External link] (born 1956), and Dorothy Bush Koch[image: External link] (born 1959).[9]

Bush had been accepted to Yale University prior to his enlistment in the military and took up the offer after his discharge and marriage.[10] While at Yale, he was enrolled in an accelerated program that allowed him to graduate in two and a half years, rather than four.[10] He was a member of the Delta Kappa Epsilon[image: External link] fraternity and was elected its president.[11] He also captained the Yale baseball team, and as a left-handed first baseman[image: External link], played in the first two College World Series[image: External link].[10] As the team captain, Bush met Babe Ruth[image: External link] before a game during his senior year. He was also, like his father, a member of the Yale cheerleading squad.[12] Late in his junior year he was, like his father Prescott Bush[image: External link] (1917), initiated into the Skull and Bones[image: External link] secret society[image: External link]. He graduated as a member of the Phi Beta Kappa from Yale in 1948 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in economics.[13]
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After graduating from Yale, Bush moved his young family to West Texas[image: External link]. His father's business connections proved useful as he ventured into the oil business, starting as an oil field[image: External link] equipment salesman[image: External link][14] for Dresser Industries[image: External link], a subsidiary of Brown Brothers Harriman[image: External link] (where Prescott Bush had served on the board of directors for 22 years).[15] While working for Dresser, Bush lived in various places with his family: Odessa, Texas[image: External link]; Ventura[image: External link], Bakersfield[image: External link] and Compton, California[image: External link]; and Midland, Texas[image: External link].[16] (According to eldest son George W. Bush, then age two, the family lived in one of the few duplexes in Odessa with an indoor bathroom, which they "shared with a couple of hookers".)[17] Bush started the Bush-Overbey Oil Development company in 1951 and in 1953 co-founded the Zapata Petroleum Corporation[image: External link], an oil company that drilled in the Permian Basin[image: External link] in Texas.[18] In 1954 he was named president of the Zapata Offshore Company, a subsidiary which specialized in offshore drilling[image: External link].

In 1959, shortly after the subsidiary became independent, Bush moved the company and his family from Midland[image: External link] to Houston[image: External link].[19] He continued serving as president of the company until 1964, and later chairman until 1966, but his ambitions turned political.[15] By that time, Bush had become a millionaire.[20] According to Time.com[image: External link], Bush had a net worth of $20 million in 2015.[21]
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 Political career (1964–80)
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 Congressional years (1967–71)




Bush served as Chairman of the Republican Party for Harris County, Texas[image: External link] in 1964, but wanted to be more involved in policy making, so he set his sights high: he aimed for a U.S. Senate seat from Texas.[15] After winning the Republican primary, Bush faced his opponent, incumbent Democrat Ralph W. Yarborough[image: External link], who attacked Bush as a right-wing extremist. Bush was a strong supporter of Republican Senator Barry Goldwater[image: External link], who headed the Republican ticket as the presidential candidate. Like Goldwater, Bush strongly opposed civil rights legislation in the name of states rights. Yarborough, a leading Texas liberal, supported the civil rights legislation and was reelected by 56% - 44%.[22] The Republican candidate for governor[image: External link], Jack Crichton[image: External link] of Dallas, who often campaigned alongside Bush before the election, lost by a much wider margin to Governor John B. Connally Jr.[image: External link][23] Bush and the Harris County Republicans played a role in the development of the new Republican Party of the late 20th century. First, Bush worked to absorb the John Birch Society[image: External link] members, who were trying to take over the Republican Party. Second, during and after the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link], Democrats in the South who were committed to segregation[image: External link] left their party, and although the "country club Republicans" had differing ideological beliefs, they found common ground in hoping to expel the Democrats from power.[24]

Bush was elected in 1966 to a House of Representatives seat from the 7th District of Texas, defeating with 57 percent of the ballots cast the Democrat Frank Briscoe, the district attorney[image: External link] of Harris County known for his law and order credentials and a cousin of later Governor Dolph Briscoe[image: External link].[25][26] Bush was the first Republican to represent Houston in the U.S. House.[15] Bush's representative district included Tanglewood[image: External link], the Houston neighborhood that was his residence;[27] his family had moved into Tanglewood in the 1960s.[28] His voting record in the House was generally conservative[image: External link]: Bush voted for the Civil Rights Act of 1968[image: External link], although it was generally unpopular in his district. He supported the Nixon administration's Vietnam policies, but broke with Republicans on the issue of birth control[image: External link], which he supported.[15] Despite being a first-term congressman, Bush was appointed to the powerful House Ways and Means Committee[image: External link], where he voted to abolish the military draft[image: External link].[20] He was elected to a second term in 1968.[29]

In 1970 Nixon convinced Bush to relinquish his House seat to run for the Senate[image: External link] against Ralph Yarborough, a fierce Nixon critic. In the Republican primary, Bush easily defeated conservative Robert J. Morris[image: External link], by a margin of 87.6% to 12.4%.[30] Nixon came to Texas to campaign in Longview[image: External link] for Bush and gubernatorial candidate Paul Eggers[image: External link], a Dallas lawyer who was a close friend of U.S. Senator John G. Tower[image: External link].[31] Former Congressman Lloyd Bentsen, a more moderate Democrat and native of Mission[image: External link] in south Texas, defeated Yarborough in the Democratic primary.[20] Yarborough endorsed Bentsen, who defeated Bush, 53.4 to 46.6%.[32] As Bush's political career waned, he moved out of Houston and sold his first Tanglewood house, but for periods of time continued to reside in Tanglewood.[28]
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 Ambassador to the United Nations (1971–73)




Following his 1970 loss, Bush was well known as a prominent Republican businessman from the "Sun Belt[image: External link]", a group of states in the Southern part of the country.[20] Nixon noticed and appreciated the sacrifice Bush had made of his Congressional position,[15] so he appointed him Ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link].[13] He was confirmed unanimously by the Senate, and served for two years, beginning in 1971.[15]
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 Chairman of the Republican National Committee (1973–74)




Amidst the Watergate scandal, Nixon asked Bush to become chairman of the Republican National Committee[image: External link] in 1973.[13] Bush accepted, and held this position when the popularity of both Nixon and the Republican Party plummeted.[33] He defended Nixon steadfastly, but later as Nixon's complicity became clear, Bush focused more on defending the Republican Party, while still maintaining loyalty to Nixon. As chairman, Bush formally requested that Nixon eventually resign for the good of the Republican party.[15] Nixon did this on August 9, 1974; Bush noted in his diary that "There was an aura of sadness, like somebody died.... The [resignation] speech was vintage Nixon—a kick or two at the press—enormous strains. One couldn't help but look at the family and the whole thing and think of his accomplishments and then think of the shame.... [President Gerald Ford's swearing-in offered] indeed a new spirit, a new lift."[34]
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 Envoy to China (1974–75)




Gerald Ford, Nixon's successor, appointed Bush to be Chief of the U.S. Liaison Office[image: External link] in the People's Republic of China[image: External link]. Since the United States at the time maintained official relations with the Republic of China on Taiwan[image: External link] and not the People's Republic of China, the Liaison Office did not have the official status of an embassy and Bush did not formally hold the position of "ambassador", though he unofficially acted as one. The 14 months that he spent in China were largely seen as beneficial for U.S.-China relations[image: External link].[15]

After Ford's accession to the presidency, Bush was under serious consideration for being nominated as Vice President. Ford eventually narrowed his list to Nelson Rockefeller[image: External link] and Bush. White House Chief of Staff Donald Rumsfeld[image: External link] reportedly preferred Rockefeller over Bush. Rockefeller was finally named and confirmed.[35]

Bush was again passed over for the vice presidency by Ford when the president chose Bush's future presidential rival, Senator Bob Dole, to replace Rockefeller on the 1976 presidential ticket.
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 Director of Central Intelligence (1976–77)




In 1976 Ford brought Bush back to Washington to become Director of Central Intelligence[image: External link] (DCI), replacing William Colby[image: External link].[36] He served in this role for 357 days, from January 30, 1976, to January 20, 1977.[37] The CIA had been rocked by a series of revelations, including those based on investigations by the Church Committee[image: External link] regarding illegal and unauthorized activities by the CIA[image: External link], and Bush was credited with helping to restore the agency's morale.[38] In his capacity as DCI, Bush gave national security briefings to Jimmy Carter[image: External link] both as a Presidential candidate and as President-elect, and discussed the possibility of remaining in that position in a Carter administration,[39] but did not do so. He was succeeded by Deputy Director of Central Intelligence E. Henry Knoche[image: External link], who served as acting Director of Central Intelligence until Stansfield Turner[image: External link] was confirmed.[40]
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 Other positions (1977–81)




After a Democratic administration took power in 1977, Bush became chairman on the Executive Committee of the First International Bank[image: External link] in Houston.[41] He later spent a year as a part-time professor of Administrative Science at Rice University[image: External link]'s Jones School of Business[image: External link] beginning in 1978, the year it opened; Bush said of his time there, "I loved my brief time in the world of academia."[42] Between 1977 and 1979, he was a director of the Council on Foreign Relations[image: External link] foreign policy organization.[43]
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 1980 presidential campaign




See also: United States presidential election, 1980[image: External link]


Bush had decided in the late 1970s that he was going to run for president in 1980; in 1979, he attended 850 political events and traveled more than 250,000 miles (400,000 km) to campaign for the nation's highest office. In the contest for the Republican Party[image: External link] nomination, Bush stressed his wide range of government experience, while competing against rivals Senator Howard Baker[image: External link] of Tennessee, Senator Bob Dole of Kansas, Congressman John Anderson[image: External link] of Illinois (who would later run as an independent), Congressman Phil Crane[image: External link], also of Illinois, former Governor John Connally[image: External link] of Texas, former Minnesota Governor Harold Stassen, and the front-runner Ronald Reagan, former actor, and Governor of California[image: External link].[35]

In the primary election, Bush focused almost entirely on the Iowa caucuses, while Reagan ran a more traditional campaign. Bush represented the centrist wing in the GOP, whereas Reagan represented conservatives. Bush famously labeled Reagan's supply side[image: External link]-influenced plans for massive tax cuts[image: External link] "voodoo economics[image: External link]". His strategy proved useful, to some degree, as he won in Iowa with 31.5% to Reagan's 29.4%. After the win, Bush stated that his campaign was full of momentum, or "Big Mo". As a result of the loss, Reagan replaced his campaign manager[image: External link], reorganized his staff, and concentrated on the New Hampshire primary. The two men agreed to a debate in the state, organized by the Nashua Telegraph[image: External link], but paid for by the Reagan campaign. Reagan invited the other four candidates as well, but Bush refused to debate them, and eventually they left. The debate proved to be a pivotal moment in the campaign; when the moderator, John Breen, ordered Reagan's microphone turned off, his angry response, "I am paying for this microphone," struck a chord with the public. Bush ended up losing New Hampshire's primary with 23% to Reagan's 50%. Bush lost most of the remaining primaries as well, and formally dropped out of the race in May of that year.[35]

With his political future seeming dismal, Bush sold his house in Houston and bought his grandfather's estate in Kennebunkport[image: External link], Maine, known as "Walker's Point".[44] At the Republican Convention[image: External link], Reagan selected Bush as his Vice Presidential nominee, placing him on the winning Republican presidential ticket of 1980[image: External link].
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 Vice Presidency (1981–89)




See also: Presidency of Ronald Reagan[image: External link]
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 First term, 1981–85




As Vice President, Bush generally took on a low profile while recognizing the constitutional limits of the office; he avoided decision-making or criticizing Reagan in any way. As had become customary, he and his wife moved into the Vice President's residence at Number One Observatory Circle[image: External link], about two miles from the White House. After selling the house in Tanglewood[image: External link], the Bushes declared a room in The Houstonian Hotel[image: External link] in Houston[image: External link] as their official voting address.[27] The Bushes attended a large number of public and ceremonial events in their positions, including many state funerals[image: External link], which became a common joke for comedians. Mrs. Bush found the funerals largely beneficial, saying, "George met with many current or future heads of state at the funerals he attended, enabling him to forge personal relationships that were important to President Reagan." As the President of the Senate[image: External link], Bush stayed in contact with members of Congress, and kept the president informed on occurrences on Capitol Hill.[35]

On March 30, 1981, early into the administration, Reagan was shot[image: External link] and seriously wounded by John Hinckley, Jr.[image: External link] in Washington, D.C. Bush, second in command by the presidential line of succession[image: External link], was in Fort Worth[image: External link], Texas, and flew back to Washington immediately. Reagan's cabinet convened in the White House Situation Room[image: External link], where they discussed various issues, including the availability of the Nuclear Football[image: External link]. When Bush's plane landed, his aides advised him to proceed directly to the White House by helicopter, as an image of the government still functioning despite the attack. Bush rejected the idea, responding, "Only the President lands on the South Lawn."[35] This made a positive impression on Reagan,[35] who recovered and returned to work within two weeks. From then on, the two men would have regular Thursday lunches in the Oval Office[image: External link].

In December 1983 Bush flew to El Salvador[image: External link] and warned that country's military leaders to end their death squads[image: External link] and hold fully free elections or face the loss of U.S. aid. Bush's aides feared for his safety and thought about calling the meeting off when they discovered apparent blood stains on the floor of the presidential palace of Álvaro Magaña[image: External link]. Bush was never told of the aides' concerns and a tense meeting was held in which some of Magaña's personnel brandished semiautomatic weapons and refused requests to take them outside.[45]

Bush was assigned by Reagan to chair two special task forces, on deregulation[image: External link] and international drug smuggling. The deregulation task force reviewed hundreds of rules, making specific recommendations on which ones to amend or revise, in order to curb the size of the federal government. The drug smuggling task force coordinated federal efforts to reduce the quantity of drugs entering the United States. Both were popular issues with conservatives, and Bush, largely a moderate, began courting them through his work.[35]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Second term, 1985–89




Reagan and Bush ran for reelection in 1984[image: External link]. The Democratic[image: External link] opponent, Walter Mondale, made history by choosing a woman as his running mate, New York Representative Geraldine Ferraro. She and Bush squared off in a single televised Vice Presidential debate[image: External link].[46] Serving as a contrast to the Ivy-League educated Bush, Ferraro represented a " blue-collar[image: External link]" district in Queens[image: External link], New York; this, coupled with her popularity among female journalists, left Bush at a disadvantage. Regardless, the Reagan-Bush ticket won in a landslide against the Mondale-Ferraro ticket. Early into his second term as Vice President, Bush and his aides were planning a run for the presidency in 1988. By the end of 1985, a committee had been established and over two million dollars raised for Bush.[35]

Bush became the first Vice President to serve as Acting President[image: External link] when, on July 13, 1985, Reagan underwent surgery to remove polyps[image: External link] from his colon[image: External link], making Bush acting president for approximately eight hours.

The Reagan administration was shaken by a scandal in 1986, when it was revealed that administration officials had secretly arranged weapon sales to Iran, and had used the proceeds to fund the anticommunist Contras[image: External link] in Nicaragua, a direct violation of the law. When the Iran-Contra Affair[image: External link], as it became known, broke to the media, Bush, like Reagan, stated that he had been "out of the loop" and unaware of the diversion of funds,[47] although this was later questioned.[48] His diaries from that time stated "I'm one of the few people that know fully the details" and as a result of six pardons by Bush, the independent counsel's final report on the Iran-Contra Affair[image: External link] pointedly noted: "The criminal investigation of Bush was regrettably incomplete."[49]

Bush's campaign director Roger Ailes[image: External link] and others were concerned that Bush was seen as a "wimp", an image put to rest by his evident fury in an interview with Dan Rather[image: External link].[35]

As Vice President, Bush officially opened the 1987 Pan American Games[image: External link] in Indianapolis[image: External link].

In 1988 the guided missile cruiser USS  Vincennes[image: External link] accidentally shot down Iran Air Flight 655 killing 290 passengers. Bush said that he would "never apologize for the United States of America. Ever. I don't care what the facts are."[50]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1988 presidential campaign




Main article: United States presidential election, 1988[image: External link]


In the January 26, 1987, issue of Time magazine, in an article entitled "Where Is the Real George Bush?" journalist Robert Ajemian reported that a friend of Bush's had urged him to spend several days at Camp David thinking through his plans for his prospective presidency, to which Bush is said to have responded in exasperation, "Oh, the vision thing."[51] This oft-cited quote became a shorthand for the charge that Bush failed to contemplate or articulate important policy positions in a compelling and coherent manner. The phrase has since become a metonym[image: External link] for any politician's failure to incorporate a greater vision in a campaign, and has often been applied in the media to other politicians or public figures.[52][53]

Bush had been planning a presidential run since as early as 1985, and entered the Republican primary for President of the United States in October 1987.[35] His challengers for the Republican presidential nomination included U.S. Senator Bob Dole of Kansas[image: External link], U.S. Representative Jack Kemp of New York, former Governor Pete DuPont[image: External link] of Delaware[image: External link], and conservative Christian televangelist[image: External link] Pat Robertson.

Though considered the early frontrunner for the nomination, Bush came in third in the Iowa caucus, behind winner Dole and runner-up Robertson.[54] Much as Reagan did in 1980, Bush reorganized his staff and concentrated on the New Hampshire primary.[35] With Dole ahead in New Hampshire, Bush ran television commercials portraying the senator as a tax raiser;[55] he rebounded to win the state's primary. Following the primary, Bush and Dole had a joint media appearance, when the interviewer asked Dole if he had anything to say to Bush, Dole said, in response to the ads, "yeah, stop lying about my record" in an angry tone. This is thought to have hurt Dole's campaign to Bush's benefit. Bush continued seeing victory, winning many Southern primaries as well.[15] Once the multiple-state primaries such as Super Tuesday began, Bush's organizational strength and fundraising lead were impossible for the other candidates to match, and the nomination was his.[20]

Leading up to the 1988 Republican National Convention[image: External link], there was much speculation as to Bush's choice of running mate. Bush chose little-known U.S. Senator Dan Quayle of Indiana[image: External link], favored by conservatives. Despite Reagan's popularity, Bush trailed Democratic nominee Michael Dukakis, then Governor of Massachusetts[image: External link], in most polls.[56]

Bush, occasionally criticized for his lack of eloquence when compared to Reagan, delivered a well-received speech at the 1988 Republican National Convention. Known as the "thousand points of light[image: External link]" speech, it described Bush's vision of America: he endorsed the Pledge of Allegiance[image: External link], prayer in schools[image: External link], capital punishment[image: External link], gun rights[image: External link], and opposed abortion[image: External link].[56] The speech at the convention included Bush's famous pledge: "Read my lips: no new taxes."[57]

The general election campaign between the two men was described in 2008 as one of the dirtiest in modern times.[57] Bush blamed Dukakis for polluting the Boston Harbor[image: External link] as the Massachusetts governor[image: External link].[15] Bush also pointed out that Dukakis was opposed to a law that would require all students to say the Pledge of Allegiance[image: External link], a topic well covered in Bush's nomination acceptance speech.[56]

Dukakis's unconditional opposition to capital punishment led to a pointed question being asked during the presidential debates. Moderator Bernard Shaw[image: External link] asked Dukakis if Dukakis would hypothetically support the death penalty if his wife, Kitty[image: External link], were raped and murdered.[58] Dukakis's response of no, as well as a provocative ad about convicted felon Willie Horton[image: External link], contributed toward Bush's characterization of Dukakis as "soft on crime".[15]

Bush defeated Dukakis and his running mate, Lloyd Bentsen, in the Electoral College[image: External link], by 426 to 111 (Bentsen received one vote from a faithless elector[image: External link]).[57] In the nationwide popular vote, Bush took 53.4% of the ballots cast while Dukakis received 45.6%.[15] Bush became the first serving Vice President to be elected President since Martin Van Buren in 1836 as well as the first person to succeed someone from his own party to the Presidency via election to the office in his own right since Herbert Hoover in 1929.[35]
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 Presidency (1989–93)




Main article: Presidency of George H. W. Bush[image: External link]


Bush was inaugurated[image: External link] on January 20, 1989, succeeding Ronald Reagan. He entered office at a period of change in the world; the fall of the Berlin Wall[image: External link] and the collapse of Soviet Union[image: External link] came early in his presidency.[59] He ordered military operations in Panama[image: External link] and the Persian Gulf, and, at one point, was recorded as having a record-high approval rating of 89%.[60]

In his Inaugural Address, Bush said:


I come before you and assume the Presidency at a moment rich with promise. We live in a peaceful, prosperous time, but we can make it better. For a new breeze is blowing, and a world refreshed by freedom seems reborn; for in man's heart, if not in fact, the day of the dictator is over. The totalitarian[image: External link] era is passing, its old ideas blown away like leaves from an ancient, lifeless tree. A new breeze is blowing, and a nation refreshed by freedom stands ready to push on. There is new ground to be broken, and new action to be taken.[61]





	The Bush Cabinet



	Office
	Name
	Term



	



	President
	George H. W. Bush
	1989–1993



	Vice President
	Dan Quayle
	1989–1993



	



	Secretary of State
	James Baker[image: External link]
	1989–1992



	Lawrence Eagleburger[image: External link]
	1992–1993



	



	Secretary of Treasury[image: External link]
	Nicholas Brady[image: External link]
	1989–1993



	



	Secretary of Defense[image: External link]
	Dick Cheney
	1989–1993



	



	Attorney General[image: External link]
	Dick Thornburgh[image: External link]
	1989–1991



	William Barr[image: External link]
	1991–1993



	



	Secretary of the Interior[image: External link]
	Manuel Lujan[image: External link]
	1989–1993



	



	Secretary of Agriculture[image: External link]
	Clayton Yeutter[image: External link]
	1989–1991



	Edward Madigan[image: External link]
	1991–1993



	



	Secretary of Commerce[image: External link]
	Robert Mosbacher[image: External link]
	1989–1992



	Barbara Hackman Franklin[image: External link]
	1992–1993



	



	Secretary of Labor[image: External link]
	Elizabeth Dole[image: External link]
	1989–1990



	Lynn Martin[image: External link]
	1991–1993



	



	Secretary of Health and

Human Services[image: External link]
	Louis Sullivan[image: External link]
	1989–1993



	



	Secretary of Education[image: External link]
	Lauro Cavazos[image: External link]
	1989–1990



	Lamar Alexander
	1990–1993



	



	Secretary of Housing and

Urban Development[image: External link]
	Jack Kemp
	1989–1993



	



	Secretary of Transportation[image: External link]
	Samuel Skinner[image: External link]
	1989–1992



	Andrew Card[image: External link]
	1992–1993



	



	Secretary of Energy[image: External link]
	James Watkins[image: External link]
	1989–1993



	



	Secretary of Veterans Affairs[image: External link]
	Ed Derwinski[image: External link]
	1989–1993



	



	Chief of Staff
	John H. Sununu
	1989–1991



	Samuel Skinner[image: External link]
	1991–1992



	James Baker[image: External link]
	1992–1993



	



	Administrator of the

Environmental Protection Agency
	William Reilly[image: External link]
	1989–1993



	



	Director of the Office of

Management and Budget
	Richard Darman[image: External link]
	1989–1993



	



	Director of the Office of

National Drug Control Policy[image: External link]
	William Bennett[image: External link]
	1989–1991



	Bob Martinez[image: External link]
	1991–1993



	



	United States Trade Representative[image: External link]
	Carla Anderson Hills[image: External link]
	1989–1993
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 Domestic policy
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 Economy




Early in his term, Bush faced the problem of what to do with leftover deficits[image: External link] spawned by the Reagan years. At $220 billion in 1990, the deficit had grown to three times its size since 1980. Bush was dedicated to curbing the deficit, believing that America could not continue to be a leader in the world without doing so. He began an effort to persuade the Democratic controlled Congress[image: External link] to act on the budget; with Republicans believing that the best way was to cut government spending[image: External link], and Democrats convinced that the only way would be to raise taxes[image: External link], Bush faced problems when it came to consensus building.[20]

In the wake of a struggle with Congress, Bush was forced by the Democratic majority to raise tax revenues; as a result, many Republicans felt betrayed because Bush had promised "no new taxes" in his 1988 campaign. Perceiving a means of revenge, Republican congressmen defeated Bush's proposal which would enact spending cuts and tax increases that would reduce the deficit by $500 billion over five years. Scrambling, Bush accepted the Democrats' demands for higher taxes and more spending, which alienated him from Republicans and gave way to a sharp decrease in popularity[image: External link]. Bush would later say that he wished he had never signed the bill.[20] Near the end of the 101st Congress[image: External link], the president and congressional members reached a compromise on a budget package that increased the marginal tax rate and phased out exemptions for high-income taxpayers. Although he originally demanded a reduction in the capital gains tax[image: External link], Bush relented on this issue as well. This agreement with the Democratic leadership in Congress proved to be a turning point in the Bush presidency; his popularity among Republicans never fully recovered.[15]

Coming at around the same time as the budget deal, America entered into a mild recession, lasting for six months. Many government programs, such as welfare, increased.[20] As the unemployment rate edged upward in 1991, Bush signed a bill providing additional benefits for unemployed workers.[15] The year 1991 was marked by many corporate reorganizations, which laid off a substantial number of workers. Many now unemployed were Republicans and independents, who had believed that their jobs were secure.

By his second year in office, Bush was told by his economic advisors to stop dealing with the economy, as they believed that he had done everything necessary to ensure his reelection. By 1992, interest and inflation rates were the lowest in years, but by midyear the unemployment rate reached 7.8%, the highest since 1984. In September 1992, the Census Bureau[image: External link] reported that 14.2% of all Americans lived in poverty[image: External link].[15] At a press conference in 1990, Bush told reporters that he found foreign policy more enjoyable.[20]
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 Major initiatives




See also: Environmental policy of the United States § The George H. W. Bush Administration (1988–1992)[image: External link]


During a speech to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the Apollo 11[image: External link] moon landing, Bush announced a vision to complete Space Station Freedom[image: External link], resume exploration of the Moon[image: External link] and begin exploration of Mars[image: External link].[62] Although a space station was eventually constructed–work on the International Space Station[image: External link] began in 1998–other work has been confounded by NASA budgetary issues. In 1998, Bush received the Rotary National Award for Space Achievement's National Space Trophy[image: External link] for his pioneering leadership of the U.S. space program.

Bush signed a number of major laws in his presidency, including the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990[image: External link]; this was one of the most pro-civil rights[image: External link] bills in decades. He is also the only President to successfully veto a civil rights act, having vetoed the job-discrimination protection Civil Rights Act of 1990.[63] Bush feared racial quotas would be imposed, but later approved watered-down Civil Rights Act of 1991[image: External link].[64] He worked to increase federal spending for education, childcare, and advanced technology research. He also signed the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act[image: External link] which provides monetary compensation of people who had contracted cancer and a number of other specified diseases as a direct result of their exposure to atmospheric nuclear testing[image: External link] undertaken by the United States during the Cold War[image: External link], or their exposure to high levels of radon[image: External link] while doing uranium mining[image: External link]. In dealing with the environment, Bush reauthorized the Clean Air Act[image: External link], requiring cleaner burning fuels. He quarreled with Congress over an eventually signed bill to aid police in capturing criminals, and signed into law a measure to improve the nation's highway system.[20] Bush signed the Immigration Act of 1990[image: External link],[65] which led to a 40 percent increase in legal immigration to the United States[image: External link].[66]

Bush became a life member of the National Rifle Association[image: External link] early in 1988 and had campaigned as a "pro-gun" candidate with the NRA's endorsement.[67] In March 1989, he placed a temporary ban on the import of certain semiautomatic rifles.[68] This action cost him endorsement from the NRA in 1992. Bush publicly resigned his life membership in the organization after receiving a form letter from NRA depicting agents of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms[image: External link] as "jack-booted thugs." He called the NRA letter a "vicious slander on good people."[69]
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 Points of Light




Main article: Points of Light[image: External link]


President Bush devoted attention to voluntary service as a means of solving some of America's most serious social problems. He often used the "thousand points of light[image: External link]" theme to describe the power of citizens to solve community problems. In his 1989 inaugural address, President Bush said, "I have spoken of a thousand points of light, of all the community organizations that are spread like stars throughout the Nation, doing good."[70]

Four years later, in his report to the nation on The Points of Light Movement, President Bush said, "Points of Light are the soul of America. They are ordinary people who reach beyond themselves to touch the lives of those in need, bringing hope and opportunity, care and friendship. By giving so generously of themselves, these remarkable individuals show us not only what is best in our heritage but what all of us are called to become."[70]

In 1990, the Points of Light Foundation was created as a nonprofit organization in Washington to promote this spirit of volunteerism[image: External link].[71] In 2007, the Points of Light Foundation merged with the Hands On Network[image: External link] with the goal of strengthening volunteerism, streamlining costs and services and deepening impact.[72] Points of Light[image: External link], the organization created through this merger, has approximately 250 affiliates in 22 countries and partnerships with thousands of nonprofits and companies dedicated to volunteer service around the world. In 2012, Points of Light mobilized 4 million volunteers in 30 million hours of service worth $635 million.[73]

On October 16, 2009, President Barack Obama held a Presidential Forum on Service hosted by former President George H. W. Bush and Points of Light at the George Bush Presidential Library[image: External link] Center on the campus of Texas A&M University[image: External link]. The event celebrated the contributions of more than 4,500 Daily Point of Light award winners and honored President Bush's legacy of service and civic engagement.[74]

In 2011, Points of Light paid tribute to President George H. W. Bush and volunteer service at Washington, D.C.'s Kennedy Center[image: External link]. President Bush was joined by Presidents Jimmy Carter[image: External link], Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush to highlight the role volunteer service plays in people's lives.[75]
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 Daily Point of Light Award




President Bush created the Daily Point of Light Award in 1989 to recognize ordinary Americans from all walks of life taking direct and consequential voluntary action in their communities to solve serious social problems. The President focused great attention on these individuals and organizations, both to honor them for their tremendous work and to call the nation to join them and multiply their efforts. By the end of his administration, President Bush had recognized 1,020 Daily Points of Light representing all 50 states and addressing issues ranging from care for infants and teenagers with AIDS to adult illiteracy and from gang violence to job training for the homeless[image: External link].[70] The Daily Point of Light continues to be awarded by Points of Light and President Bush continues to sign all of the awards.[76]

On July 15, 2013, President Barack Obama welcomed President Bush to the White House to celebrate the 5,000th Daily Point of Light Award.[77] They bestowed the award on Floyd Hammer and Kathy Hamilton of Union, Iowa[image: External link], for their work founding Outreach, a nonprofit that delivers free meals to hungry children in 15 countries.[78]
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Main article: George H. W. Bush Supreme Court candidates[image: External link]


Bush appointed the following Justices to the Supreme Court of the United States:


	
David Souter – 1990

	
Clarence Thomas[image: External link] – 1991
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Main article: George H. W. Bush judicial appointments[image: External link]


In addition to his two Supreme Court appointments, Bush appointed 42 judges to the United States Courts of Appeals[image: External link], and 148 judges to the United States district courts. Among these appointments was Vaughn R. Walker[image: External link], who would later be revealed to be the earliest known gay federal judge.[79] Bush also experienced a number of judicial appointment controversies[image: External link], as 11 nominees for 10 federal appellate judgeships were not processed by the Democratically[image: External link]-controlled Senate Judiciary Committee.[80]
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Main article: United States invasion of Panama[image: External link]


In the 1980s, Panamanian leader Manuel Noriega[image: External link], a once U.S.-supportive leader who was later accused of spying for Fidel Castro[image: External link] and using Panama to traffic drugs into the United States, was one of the most recognizable names in America and was constantly in the press. The struggle to remove him from power began in the Reagan administration, when economic sanctions were imposed on the country; this included prohibiting American companies and government from making payments to Panama and freezing $56 million in Panamanian funds in American banks. Reagan sent more than 2,000 American troops to Panama as well.[81] Unlike Reagan, Bush was able to remove Noriega from power, but his administration's unsuccessful post-invasion planning hindered the needs of Panama during the establishment of the young democratic government.[82]

In May 1989, Panama held democratic elections, in which Guillermo Endara[image: External link] was elected president; the results were then annulled by Noriega's government. In response, Bush sent 2,000 more troops to the country, where they began conducting regular military exercises in Panamanian territory (in violation of prior treaties). Bush then removed an embassy and ambassador[image: External link] from the country, and dispatched additional troops to Panama to prepare the way for an upcoming invasion.[81] Noriega suppressed an October military coup[image: External link] attempt and massive protests in Panama against him, but after a U.S. serviceman was shot by Panamanian forces in December 1989, Bush ordered 24,000 troops into the country with an objective of removing Noriega from power;[83] "Operation Just Cause" was a large-scale American military operation, and the first in more than 40 years that was not related to the Cold War.[82]

The mission was controversial, but American forces achieved control of the country and Endara assumed the Presidency.[84] Noriega surrendered to the United States and was convicted and imprisoned on racketeering[image: External link] and drug trafficking charges in April 1992.[85] President Bush and First Lady Barbara Bush visited Panama in June 1992, to give support to the first post-invasion Panamanian government.
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See also: Dissolution of the Soviet Union[image: External link], New world order (politics)[image: External link], A World Transformed[image: External link], and History of the United States (1980-91) § The end of the Cold War[image: External link]


In 1989, just after the fall of the Berlin Wall[image: External link], Bush met with Soviet General Secretary[image: External link] Mikhail Gorbachev in a conference[image: External link] on the Mediterranean island of Malta[image: External link]. The administration had been under intense pressure to meet with the Soviets, but not all initially found the Malta Summit[image: External link] to be a step in the right direction; General Brent Scowcroft[image: External link], among others, was apprehensive about the meeting, saying that it might be "premature" due to concerns where, according to Condoleezza Rice[image: External link], "expectations [would be] set that something was going to happen, where the Soviets might grandstand and force [the U.S.] into agreements that would ultimately not be good for the United States." But European leaders, including François Mitterrand and Margaret Thatcher[image: External link], encouraged Bush to meet with Gorbachev,[86] something that he did December 2 and 3, 1989.[87] Though no agreements were signed, the meeting was viewed largely as being an important one; when asked about nuclear war, Gorbachev responded, "I assured the President of the United States that the Soviet Union would never start a hot war against the United States of America. And we would like our relations to develop in such a way that they would open greater possibilities for cooperation.... This is just the beginning. We are just at the very beginning of our road, long road to a long-lasting, peaceful period."[88] The meeting was received as a very important step to the end of the Cold War.[89]

Another summit was held in July 1991, where the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START I)[image: External link] was signed by Bush and Gorbachev in Moscow. The treaty took nine years in the making and was the first major arms agreement since the signing of the Intermediate Ranged Nuclear Forces Treaty[image: External link] by Reagan and Gorbachev in 1987. The contentions in START would reduce the strategic nuclear weapons of the United States and the USSR by about 35% over seven years, and the Soviet Union's land-based intercontinental ballistic missiles[image: External link] would be cut by 50%. Bush described START as "a significant step forward in dispelling half a century of mistrust".[90] After the dissolution of the USSR[image: External link] in 1991, President Bush and Gorbachev declared a U.S.-Russian strategic partnership, marking the end of the Cold War[image: External link].
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Main article: Gulf War


On August 2, 1990, Iraq, led by Saddam Hussein, invaded its oil-rich neighbor to the south, Kuwait[image: External link]; Bush condemned the invasion[91] and began rallying opposition to Iraq in the US and among European, Asian, and Middle Eastern allies.[20] Secretary of Defense[image: External link] Richard Bruce "Dick" Cheney traveled to Saudi Arabia to meet with King Fahd[image: External link]; Fahd requested US military aid in the matter, fearing a possible invasion of his country as well.[91] The request was met initially with Air Force fighter jets. Iraq made attempts to negotiate a deal that would allow the country to take control of half of Kuwait. Bush rejected this proposal and insisted on a complete withdrawal of Iraqi forces.[20] The planning of a ground operation by US-led coalition forces began forming in September 1990, headed by General Norman Schwarzkopf[image: External link].[91] Bush spoke before a joint session of the U.S. Congress regarding the authorization of air and land attacks, laying out four immediate objectives: "Iraq must withdraw from Kuwait completely, immediately, and without condition. Kuwait's legitimate government must be restored. The security and stability of the Persian Gulf must be assured. And American citizens abroad must be protected." He then outlined a fifth, long-term objective: "Out of these troubled times, our fifth objective – a new world order – can emerge: a new era – freer from the threat of terror, stronger in the pursuit of justice, and more secure in the quest for peace. An era in which the nations of the world, East and West, North and South, can prosper and live in harmony.... A world where the rule of law supplants the rule of the jungle. A world in which nations recognize the shared responsibility for freedom and justice. A world where the strong respect the rights of the weak."[92] With the United Nations Security Council[image: External link] opposed to Iraq's violence, Congress authorized the use of military force[image: External link][91] with a set goal of returning control of Kuwait to the Kuwaiti government, and protecting America's interests abroad.[20]

Early on the morning of January 17, 1991, allied forces launched the first attack, which included more than 4,000 bombing runs by coalition aircraft. This pace would continue for the next four weeks, until a ground invasion was launched on February 24, 1991. Allied forces penetrated Iraqi lines and pushed toward Kuwait City[image: External link] while on the west side of the country, forces were intercepting the retreating Iraqi army. Bush made the decision to stop the offensive after a mere 100 hours. Critics labeled this decision premature, as hundreds of Iraqi forces were able to escape; Bush responded by saying that he wanted to minimize U.S. casualties. Opponents further charged that Bush should have continued the attack, pushing Hussein's army back to Baghdad, then removing him from power.[20] Bush explained that he did not give the order to overthrow the Iraqi government because it would have "incurred incalculable human and political costs.... We would have been forced to occupy Baghdad and, in effect, rule Iraq."[93]

Bush's approval ratings skyrocketed after the successful offensive.[20] Additionally, President Bush and Secretary of State Baker felt the coalition victory had increased U.S. prestige abroad and believed there was a window of opportunity to use the political capital generated by the coalition victory to revitalize the Arab-Israeli peace process. The administration immediately returned to Arab-Israeli peacemaking following the end of the Gulf War; this resulted in the Madrid Conference[image: External link], later in 1991.[94]
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Main article: Somali Civil War[image: External link]


Faced with a humanitarian disaster in Somalia, exacerbated by a complete breakdown in civil order, the United Nations had created the UNOSOM I[image: External link] mission in April 1992 to aid the situation through humanitarian efforts, though the mission failed.[95] The Bush administration proposed American aid to the region by assisting in creating a secure environment for humanitarian efforts and UN Resolution 794 was unanimously adopted by the Security Council[image: External link] on December 3, 1992.[96] A lame duck[image: External link] president, Bush launched Operation Restore Hope[image: External link] the following day under which the United States would assume command in accordance with Resolution 794.[97] Fighting would escalate and continue into the Clinton administration.[98]
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Main article: North American Free Trade Agreement


Bush's administration, along with the Progressive Conservative[image: External link] Canadian Prime Minister[image: External link] Brian Mulroney[image: External link], spearheaded the negotiations of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), which would eliminate the majority of tariffs[image: External link] on products traded among the United States, Canada, and Mexico, to encourage trade amongst the countries. The treaty also restricts patents, copyrights, and trademarks, and outlines the removal of investment restrictions among the three countries.[99]

The agreement came under heavy scrutiny amongst mainly Democrats, who charged that NAFTA resulted in a loss of American jobs.[20] NAFTA also contained no provisions for labor rights; according to the Bush administration, the trade agreement would generate economic resources necessary to enable Mexico's government to overcome problems of funding and enforcement of its labor laws. Bush needed a renewal of negotiating authority to move forward with the NAFTA trade talks. Such authority would enable the president to negotiate a trade accord that would be submitted to Congress for a vote, thereby avoiding a situation in which the president would be required to renegotiate with trading partners those parts of an agreement that Congress wished to change.[100] While initial signing was possible during his term, negotiations made slow, but steady, progress. President Clinton would go on to make the passage of NAFTA a priority for his administration, despite its conservative and Republican roots—with the addition of two side agreements—to achieve its passage in 1993.[101]

The treaty has since been defended as well as criticized further. The American economy has grown 54% since the adoption of NAFTA in 1993, with 25 million new jobs created; this was seen by some as evidence of NAFTA being beneficial to the United States.[102] With talk in early 2008 regarding a possible American withdrawal from the treaty, Carlos M. Gutierrez, current United States Secretary of Commerce[image: External link], writes, "Quitting NAFTA would send economic shock waves throughout the world, and the damage would start here at home."[102] But John J. Sweeney, President of the AFL-CIO, wrote in The Boston Globe[image: External link] that "the U.S. trade deficit[image: External link] with Canada and Mexico ballooned to 12 times its pre-NAFTA size, reaching $111 billion in 2004."[103]

On January 8, 1992, Bush fainted after vomiting at a banquet[image: External link] hosted by the then Prime Minister of Japan[image: External link], Kiichi Miyazawa[image: External link]. Bush was suffering from gastroenteritis[image: External link].
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Main article: List of people pardoned by George H. W. Bush[image: External link]


As other presidents have done, Bush issued a series of pardons during his last days in office. On December 24, 1992, he granted executive clemency to six former government employees implicated in the Iran-Contra scandal of the late 1980s, most prominently former Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger[image: External link].[104] Bush described Weinberger, who was scheduled to stand trial on January 5, 1993, for criminal charges related to Iran-Contra, as a "true American patriot".[104]

In addition to Weinberger, Bush pardoned Duane R. Clarridge, Clair E. George, Robert C. McFarlane[image: External link], Elliott Abrams[image: External link], and Alan G. Fiers Jr., all of whom had been indicted and/or convicted of criminal charges by an Independent Counsel[image: External link] headed by Lawrence Walsh.[105]
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 Honorary degrees





	
Texas A&M University[image: External link][106]


	
Sacred Heart University[image: External link][107]


	
Dartmouth College[image: External link], awarded a Doctor of Laws[image: External link][108]


	
Harvard University[image: External link] awarded a Doctor of Laws[image: External link] degree on May 29, 2014.[109][110]


	
National Intelligence University[image: External link] awarded a Doctor of Strategic Intelligence degree on March 8 2016. [111]




This list is incomplete[image: External link]; you can help by expanding it[image: External link].
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 Awards and honors




In 1990, Time magazine named him the Man of the Year[image: External link]. In 1991, the U.S. Navy Memorial Foundation awarded Bush its Lone Sailor award for his naval service and his subsequent government service. In 1993, he was made an Honorary Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath[image: External link] by Queen Elizabeth II.[112] In 2009, he received the PGA Tour Lifetime Achievement Award[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1992 presidential campaign




Main article: United States presidential election, 1992[image: External link]


Bush announced his reelection bid in early 1992; with a coalition victory in the Persian Gulf War and high approval ratings, reelection initially looked likely. As a result, many leading Democrats declined to seek their party's presidential nomination. But an economic recession, and doubts of whether Bush ended the Gulf War properly, reduced his popularity.

Conservative political columnist Pat Buchanan challenged Bush for the Republican nomination, and shocked political pundits by finishing second, with 37% of the vote, in the New Hampshire primary. Bush responded by adopting more conservative positions on issues, in an attempt to undermine Buchanan's base.[20] Once he had secured the nomination, Bush faced his challenger, Democrat and Governor of Arkansas[image: External link] William Jefferson "Bill" Clinton. Clinton attacked Bush as not doing enough to assist the working middle-class and being "out of touch" with the common man, a notion reinforced by reporter Andrew Rosenthal[image: External link]'s false report that Bush was "astonished" to see a demonstration of a supermarket scanner[image: External link].[113][114][115]

In early 1992, the race took an unexpected twist when Texas billionaire H. Ross Perot[image: External link] launched a third party bid, claiming that neither Republicans nor Democrats could eliminate the deficit and make government more efficient. His message appealed to voters across the political spectrum disappointed with both parties' perceived fiscal irresponsibility.[116] Perot later bowed out of the race for a short time, then reentered.[117]

Clinton had originally been in the lead, until Perot reentered, tightening the race significantly.[118] Nearing election day, polls suggested that the race was a dead-heat,[15] but Clinton pulled out on top, defeating Bush in a 43% to 38% popular vote margin. Perot won 19% of the popular vote, one of the highest totals for a third party candidate in U.S. history, drawing equally from both major candidates, according to exit polls.[20][119] Bush received 168 electoral votes to Clinton's 370.[120]

Several factors were key in Bush's defeat. The ailing economy which arose from recession may have been the main factor in Bush's loss, as 7 in 10 voters said on election day that the economy was either "not so good" or "poor".[121][122] On the eve of the 1992 election, after unemployment reports of 7.8% appeared (the highest since 1984),[123] Economic recession[image: External link] had contributed to a sharp decline in his approval rating – to just 37%.[124]

Conservative Republicans point to Bush's 1990 agreement to raise taxes in contradiction of his famous "Read my lips: no new taxes" pledge. In doing so, Bush alienated many members of his conservative base, losing their support for his re-election. According to one survey, of the voters who cited Bush's broken "No New Taxes" pledge as "very important", two thirds voted for Bill Clinton.[125] Bush had raised taxes in an attempt to address an increasing budget deficit, which has largely been attributed to the Reagan tax cuts and military spending of the 1980s. The tax revenue increase had not hurt his approval ratings to the extent that it prevented it from reaching 89% during the Gulf War, four months after the tax vote.[126] By February 1991 his approval rating rose to its highest level—89%.[127]
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 Public image




George Bush was widely seen as a "pragmatic caretaker" president who lacked a unified and compelling long-term theme in his efforts.[128][129][130] Indeed, Bush's sound bite where he refers to the issue of overarching purpose as "the vision thing" has become a metonym[image: External link] applied to other political figures accused of similar difficulties.[131][132][133][134][135][136] "He does not say why he wants to be there", wrote columnist George Will, "so the public does not know why it should care if he gets his way".[35]

His Ivy League[image: External link] and prep school education led to warnings by advisors that his image was too " preppy[image: External link]" in 1980, which resulted in deliberate efforts in his 1988 campaign to shed the image, including meeting voters at factories and shopping malls, abandoning set speeches.[35]

His ability to gain broad international support for the Gulf War and the war's result were seen as both a diplomatic and military triumph,[59] rousing bipartisan approval,[137] though his decision to withdraw without removing Saddam Hussein left mixed feelings, and attention returned to the domestic front and a souring economy.[138] A New York Times article mistakenly depicted Bush as being surprised to see a supermarket barcode reader[image: External link];[113][115] the report of his reaction exacerbated the notion that he was "out of touch".[113] Amid the early 1990s recession[image: External link], his image shifted from "conquering hero" to "politician befuddled by economic matters".[114]

Although Bush became the first elected Republican president since Hoover in 1932[image: External link] to lose a reelection bid (facing a 34% approval rating leading up to the 1992 election), the mood did not last. Despite his defeat, Bush climbed back from election day approval levels to leave office in 1993 with a 56% job approval rating.[139] By December 2008, 60% of Americans gave Bush's presidency a positive rating.[140]
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 Post-presidency (1993–present)




Upon leaving office, Bush retired with his wife, Barbara, and temporarily moved into a friend's house near the Tanglewood[image: External link] community of Houston as they prepared to build a permanent retirement house nearby.[141] Ultimately they built their retirement house in the community of West Oaks[image: External link], near Tanglewood.[28] They had a presidential office within the Park Laureate Building on Memorial Drive[image: External link].[142] Mimi Swartz of National Geographic[image: External link] wrote that "The Bushes are too studiously sedate to live in River Oaks[image: External link]".[143] They spend the summer at Walker's Point[image: External link] in Kennebunkport, Maine[image: External link]. On January 10, 1999, the Bushes became the longest-married Presidential couple in history, outlasting John and Abigail Adams[image: External link], who were married for 54 years and 3 days. At 70 years as of January 2015,[144] they still hold the record, by a year and a half, over Jimmy[image: External link] and Rosalynn Carter[image: External link]. Bush co-founded an annual fishing tournament in Islamorada[image: External link], an island in the Florida Keys[image: External link], which was held annually for 10 years.[145][146]

In 1993, Bush was awarded an honorary knighthood[image: External link] ( GCB[image: External link]) by Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link]. He was the third American president to receive the honor, the others being Dwight D. Eisenhower and Ronald Reagan.[112]

In 1993, Bush visited Kuwait to commemorate the coalition's victory over Iraq in the Gulf War, where he was targeted in an assassination plot. Kuwaiti authorities arrested 17 people allegedly involved in using a car bomb to kill Bush. Through interviews with the suspects and examinations of the bomb's circuitry and wiring, the FBI established that the plot had been directed by the Iraqi Intelligence Service[image: External link]. A Kuwaiti court later convicted all but one of the defendants. Two months later, in retaliation, Clinton ordered the firing[image: External link] of 23 cruise missiles[image: External link] at Iraqi Intelligence Service headquarters in Baghdad[image: External link]. The day before the strike, U.S. Ambassador to the UN Madeleine Albright went before the Security Council to present evidence of the Iraqi plot. After the missiles were fired, Vice President Al Gore said the attack "was intended to be a proportionate response at the place where this plot" to assassinate Bush "was hatched and implemented".[147]

From 1993 to 1999 he served as the chairman to the board of trustees for Eisenhower Fellowships[image: External link], and from 2007 to 2009 was chairman of the National Constitution Center[image: External link].

In 1997, the same year as the opening of his Presidential Library, the Houston international airport was renamed George Bush Intercontinental Airport[image: External link].

President Bush is Honorary Chairman of Points of Light[image: External link], an international nonprofit dedicated to engaging more people and resources in solving serious social problems through voluntary service.[148]

His eldest son, George W. Bush, was inaugurated as the 43rd President of the United States on January 20, 2001, and re-elected in 2004. Through previous administrations, the elder Bush had ubiquitously been known as "George Bush" or "President Bush", but following his son's election the need to distinguish between them has made retronymic[image: External link] forms such as "George H. W. Bush" and "George Bush senior" and colloquialisms such as "Bush 41" and "Bush the Elder" much more common. Bush told biographer Jon Meacham that his son's vice president, Dick Cheney, underwent a change following the September 11 attacks: "His seeming knuckling under to the real hard-charging guys who want to fight about everything, use force to get our way in the Middle East.”[149]
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 Presidential library




Main article: George Bush Presidential Library[image: External link]


The George Bush Presidential Library is the presidential library[image: External link] named for Bush. This tenth presidential library was built between 1995 and 1997 and contains the presidential and vice-presidential papers of Bush and the vice-presidential papers of Dan Quayle.[150] It was dedicated on November 6, 1997, and opened to the public shortly thereafter; the architectural firm of Hellmuth, Obata and Kassabaum[image: External link] designed the complex.

The George Bush Presidential Library and Museum is located on a 90-acre (360,000 m2) site on the west campus of Texas A&M University[image: External link] in College Station, Texas[image: External link], on a plaza adjoining the Presidential Conference Center and the Texas A&M Academic Center. The Library operates under NARA[image: External link]'s administration and the Presidential Libraries Act of 1955[image: External link]'s provisions.

The Bush School of Government and Public Service[image: External link] is a graduate public policy school[image: External link] at Texas A&M University in College Station, Texas. The graduate school is part of the presidential library complex, and offers four programs: two master's degree programs (Public Service and Administration, and International Affairs) and three certificate programs (Advanced International Affairs, Nonprofit Management, and Homeland Security[image: External link]). The Master in International Affairs (MIA) degree program offers concentrations in either National Security and Diplomacy or International Development and Economic Policy.
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 Later activities




Bush continues to make many public appearances. He and Mrs. Bush attended the state funeral of Ronald Reagan[image: External link] in June 2004, and of Gerald Ford[image: External link] in January 2007. One month later, he was awarded the Ronald Reagan Freedom Award[image: External link] in Beverly Hills, California[image: External link], by former First Lady Nancy Reagan. Despite his political differences with Bill Clinton, it has been acknowledged that the two former presidents have become friends.[151] He and Clinton appeared together in television ads in 2005, encouraging aid for victims of Hurricane Katrina and the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami[image: External link].[152]

In October 2006, Bush was honored by the National Italian American Foundation[image: External link] (NIAF) with the NIAF One America Award for fundraising, with Bill Clinton, for the victims of the 2004 tsunami[image: External link] and Hurricane Katrina.[153]

Upon the death of Gerald Ford, Bush became the oldest living (former) president, 111 days older than Jimmy Carter[image: External link].

On February 18, 2008, Bush formally endorsed Senator John McCain for the presidency of the United States.[154] The endorsement offered a boost to McCain's campaign, as the Arizona[image: External link] Senator had been facing criticism among many conservatives.[155]

On January 10, 2009, both George H. W. and George W. Bush were present at the commissioning of USS George H.W. Bush  (CVN-77)[image: External link], the tenth and last Nimitz -class[image: External link] supercarrier[image: External link] of the United States Navy[image: External link].[156][157] Bush paid a visit to the carrier again on May 26, 2009.[158]

In October 2009, Bush criticized the rampant criticism of the current times, reflecting that he did not receive such "day in and day out" during his presidency and named Keith Olbermann[image: External link] and Rachel Maddow[image: External link] of MSNBC[image: External link] as examples; he called the two "sick puppies."[159]

On February 15, 2011, he was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom—the highest civilian honor in the United States—by President Barack Obama.[160]

In July 2013, Bush had his head shaved in a show of support for the two-year-old son of a member of his security detail, who had leukemia[image: External link].[161]

In April 2014, Frederick D. McClure, chief executive of the Bush library foundation, organized a three-day gathering in College Park, Texas[image: External link], to mark the 25th anniversary of the Bush administration. Also in early 2014, the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation presented the Profile in Courage Award[image: External link] to Bush and Mount Vernon[image: External link] awarded him its first Cyrus A. Ansary[image: External link] Prize.[162] The Kennedy foundation award was presented by Jack Schlossberg[image: External link], the late president's grandson, to Lauren Bush Lauren[image: External link], who accepted on her grandfather's behalf.[163] The Ansary prize was presented in Houston with Ansary, Barbara Lucas, Ryan C. Crocker[image: External link], dean of the Bush school since January 2010, Barbara Bush, and Curt Viebranz in attendance with the former president. Bush directed $50,000 of the prize to the Bush school[image: External link] at Texas A&M[image: External link], and $25,000 will fund an animation about the Siege of Yorktown[image: External link] for Mt. Vernon.[164] Viebranz and Lucas represented Mount Vernon at the presentation.[165][166]

On June 12, 2014, Bush fulfilled a long-standing promise by skydiving on his 90th birthday. He made the parachute jump from a helicopter near his home at 11:15 a.m. in Kennebunkport, Maine. The jump marked the eighth time the former president had skydived, including jumps on his 80th and 85th birthday as well.[167] He had tweeted[image: External link] about the incident prior to the jump, saying "It's a wonderful day in Maine — in fact, nice enough for a parachute jump."[168][169]

On February 5, 2017, George and Barbara Bush participated in the coin toss for Super Bowl LI[image: External link].[170]
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 Health




Bush suffers from vascular parkinsonism[image: External link], a form of Parkinson's disease[image: External link] which has forced him to use a motorized scooter or wheelchair since at least 2012.[171][172]

In July 2015, Bush suffered a severe neck injury. Wearing a neck brace in October in his first public engagement since the accident, he threw the ceremonial first pitch[image: External link] for the Houston Astros[image: External link] at Minute Maid Park[image: External link], at the age of 91.[173]

Bush sent a letter to president-elect Donald Trump in January 2017, to inform him of his own poor health, that he would not be able to attend Trump's inauguration[image: External link] on January 20, and give his best wishes. On January 18, he was admitted to the intensive care unit at Houston Methodist Hospital[image: External link], where he was sedated for a procedure to treat an acute respiratory problem stemming from pneumonia.[174] He was later discharged on 30 January, after surgery successfully removed a blockage from his lungs.[175]

On April 14, 2017, Bush was admitted to the hospital in Houston with a recurrence of pneumonia.[176]

Bush turned 93 years old on June 12, 2017. If he lives to November 25, 2017, he will become the longest lived President in United States History at 93 years, 166 days, surpassing Gerald Ford who holds the current record at 93 years, and 165 days when he passed away on December 26, 2006.
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See also: Electoral history of George H. W. Bush[image: External link]
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George Walker Bush (born July 6, 1946) is an American politician who served as the 43rd President of the United States[image: External link] from 2001 to 2009. He was also the 46th Governor of Texas[image: External link] from 1995 to 2000. After graduating from Yale University in 1968 and Harvard Business School[image: External link] in 1975, he worked in the oil industry. Bush married Laura Welch[image: External link] in 1977 and ran unsuccessfully for the House of Representatives shortly thereafter. He later co-owned the Texas Rangers[image: External link] baseball team before defeating Ann Richards in the 1994 Texas gubernatorial election[image: External link]. Bush was elected president in 2000 after a close and controversial win[image: External link] over Democratic rival Al Gore, becoming the fourth president to be elected while receiving fewer popular votes than his opponent.[3]

From a prominent political family[image: External link], he is the eldest son of Barbara[image: External link] and George H. W. Bush, the 41st President of the United States, making him only the second president to assume the nation's highest office after his father, following the lead of John Quincy Adams.[4] His brother, Jeb Bush[image: External link], a former Governor of Florida[image: External link], was a candidate for the Republican[image: External link] presidential nomination in the 2016 presidential election[image: External link]. His paternal grandfather, Prescott Bush[image: External link], was a United States Senator[image: External link] from Connecticut[image: External link].

The September 11 terrorist attacks[image: External link] occurred eight months into Bush's first term as president. Bush responded with what became known as the Bush Doctrine[image: External link]: launching a "War on Terror[image: External link]", an international military campaign that included the war in Afghanistan[image: External link] in 2001 and the Iraq War[image: External link] in 2003. He also promoted policies on the economy, health care, education, Social Security reform, and amending[image: External link] the Constitution[image: External link] to prohibit same-sex marriage[image: External link].[5] He signed into law broad tax cuts[image: External link], the Patriot Act[image: External link], the No Child Left Behind Act[image: External link], the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act[image: External link], Medicare[image: External link] prescription drug benefits for seniors, and funding for the AIDS[image: External link] relief program known as PEPFAR[image: External link]. His tenure included national debates on immigration[image: External link], Social Security[image: External link], electronic surveillance[image: External link], and torture[image: External link].

In the 2004[image: External link] Presidential race, Bush defeated Democratic Senator John Kerry in another relatively close election. After his re-election, Bush received increasingly heated criticism[image: External link] from across the political spectrum[image: External link][6][7][8] for his handling of the Iraq War, Hurricane Katrina,[9][10][11] and other challenges. Amid this criticism, the Democratic Party[image: External link] regained control of Congress in the 2006 elections[image: External link]. In December 2007, the United States entered its longest post-World War II recession, often referred to as the "Great Recession[image: External link]", prompting the Bush administration to obtain congressional passage of multiple economic programs intended to preserve the country's financial system. Nationally, Bush was both one of the most popular and unpopular presidents in history, having received the highest recorded presidential approval ratings in the wake of the September 11 attacks, as well as one of the lowest approval ratings during the 2008 financial crisis[image: External link].[12]

Bush left office in 2009, returning to Texas where he purchased a home in Dallas. In 2010, he published his memoir, Decision Points[image: External link].[13] His presidential library[image: External link] was opened in 2013. His presidency has been ranked among the worst in historians' polls published in the late 2000s and 2010s.[14][15][16]
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 Early life and career




Main article: Early life of George W. Bush[image: External link]


George Walker Bush was born on July 6, 1946, at Grace-New Haven Hospital (now Yale–New Haven Hospital[image: External link]) in New Haven, Connecticut[image: External link],[17] as the first child of George Herbert Walker Bush and his wife, the former Barbara Pierce[image: External link]. He was raised in Midland[image: External link] and Houston, Texas[image: External link], with four siblings, Jeb[image: External link], Neil[image: External link], Marvin[image: External link] and Dorothy[image: External link]. Another younger sister, Robin, died from leukemia[image: External link] at the age of three in 1953.[18] His grandfather, Prescott Bush[image: External link], was a U.S. Senator from Connecticut[image: External link].[19] His father, George H.W. Bush, was Ronald Reagan's Vice President from 1981 to 1989 and the 41st U.S. President from 1989 to 1993. Bush has English[image: External link] and some German[image: External link] ancestry, along with more distant Dutch[image: External link], Welsh[image: External link], Irish[image: External link], French[image: External link], and Scottish[image: External link] roots.[20]
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 Education




Bush attended public schools in Midland, Texas[image: External link], until the family moved to Houston after he had completed seventh grade. He then spent two years at The Kinkaid School[image: External link], a prep school[image: External link] in Houston.[21]

Bush attended high school at Phillips Academy[image: External link], a boarding school[image: External link] (then all-male) in Andover, Massachusetts[image: External link], where he played baseball and was the head cheerleader during his senior year.[22][23] He attended Yale University from 1964 to 1968, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] degree in history[image: External link].[24] During this time, he was a cheerleader and a member of the Delta Kappa Epsilon[image: External link], serving as the president of the fraternity during his senior year.[25][26][27] Bush became a member[image: External link] of the Skull and Bones[image: External link] society as a senior.[28] Bush was a rugby union player and was on Yale's 1st XV.[29] He characterized himself as an average student.[30] His GPA during his first three years at Yale was 77, and he had a similar average under a nonnumeric rating system in his final year.[31]

Beginning in the fall of 1973, Bush attended Harvard Business School[image: External link]. He graduated in 1975 with an M.B.A.[image: External link] degree. He is the only U.S. president to have earned an M.B.A.[32]
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 Family and personal life




See also: Bush family[image: External link]


At a backyard barbecue in 1977, friends introduced him to Laura Welch[image: External link], a school teacher and librarian. After a three-month courtship, she accepted his marriage proposal and they wed on November 5 of that year.[33] The couple settled in Midland, Texas. Bush left his family's Episcopal Church[image: External link] to join his wife's United Methodist Church[image: External link].[34] On November 25, 1981, Laura Bush gave birth to fraternal twin[image: External link] daughters, Barbara[image: External link] and Jenna[image: External link].[33]

Prior to his marriage, Bush had multiple episodes of alcohol abuse.[35] In one instance on September 4, 1976, he was arrested near his family's summer home in Kennebunkport, Maine[image: External link] for driving under the influence of alcohol. He pleaded guilty, was fined $150, and had his Maine driver's license briefly suspended.[36] Bush said his wife has had a stabilizing effect on his life,[33] and attributes his 1986 decision to give up alcohol to her influence.[37] While Governor of Texas, Bush said of his wife, "I saw an elegant, beautiful woman who turned out not only to be elegant and beautiful, but very smart and willing to put up with my rough edges, and I must confess has smoothed them off over time."[33]

Bush has been an avid reader throughout his adult life, preferring biographies and histories.[38] During his time as president, Bush read the Bible[image: External link] daily.[39] He also read 14 Lincoln biographies[image: External link], and during the last three years of his presidency, he reportedly read 186 books. Walt Harrington, a journalist, recalled seeing "books by John Fowles[image: External link], F. Scott Fitzgerald[image: External link], James Joyce[image: External link], and Gore Vidal[image: External link] lying about, as well as biographies of Willa Cather[image: External link] and Queen Victoria[image: External link]" in his home when Bush was a Texas oilman. Other activities include cigar smoking and golf.[40] Since leaving the White House, Bush has also taken up oil painting.[41]
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 Military career




Main article: George W. Bush military service controversy[image: External link]


See also: Killian documents controversy[image: External link] and Killian documents authenticity issues[image: External link]


In May 1968, Bush was commissioned into the Texas Air National Guard[image: External link].[42] After two years of active-duty service while training,[43] he was assigned to Houston, flying Convair[image: External link] F-102s[image: External link] with the 147th Reconnaissance Wing[image: External link] out of the Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base[image: External link].[42][44] Critics, including former Democratic National Committee Chairman Terry McAuliffe, have alleged that Bush was favorably treated due to his father's political standing as a member of the House of Representatives, citing his selection as a pilot despite his low pilot aptitude test scores and his irregular attendance.[42] In June 2005, the United States Department of Defense released all the records of Bush's Texas Air National Guard service, which remain in its official archives.[45]

In late 1972 and early 1973, he drilled[image: External link] with the 187th Fighter Wing[image: External link] of the Alabama Air National Guard[image: External link]. He had moved to Montgomery, Alabama[image: External link], to work on the unsuccessful U.S. Senate campaign of Republican Winton M. Blount[image: External link].[46][47] In 1972, Bush was suspended from flying for failure to take a scheduled physical exam.[48] He was honorably discharged from the Air Force Reserve[image: External link] on November 21, 1974.[49]
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 Business career




Main article: Professional life of George W. Bush[image: External link]


In 1977, Bush established Arbusto Energy[image: External link], a small oil exploration company, although it did not begin operations until the following year.[50][51] He later changed the name to Bush Exploration. In 1984, his company merged with the larger Spectrum 7[image: External link], and Bush became chairman.[52] The company was hurt by decreased oil prices, and it folded into HKN, Inc.[image: External link],[52][53] with Bush becoming a member of HKN's board of directors.[52] Questions of possible insider trading[image: External link] involving HKN arose, but a Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) investigation concluded that the information Bush had at the time of his stock sale was not sufficient to constitute insider trading.[52][54]

In April 1989, Bush arranged for a group of investors to purchase a controlling interest in the Texas Rangers[image: External link] baseball franchise for $89M and invested $500K himself to start. He then served as managing general partner for five years.[55] He actively led the team's projects and regularly attended its games, often choosing to sit in the open stands with fans.[56] Bush's sale of his shares in the Rangers in 1998 brought him over $15 million from his initial $800,000 investment.[57]
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 Early political involvement




In 1978[image: External link], Bush ran for the House of Representatives from Texas's 19th congressional district[image: External link]. The retiring member, George H. Mahon[image: External link], had held the district for the Democratic Party since 1935. Bush's opponent, Kent Hance[image: External link], portrayed him as out of touch with rural Texans, and Bush lost the election with 46.8 percent of the vote to Hance's 53.2 percent.[58]

Bush and his family moved to Washington, D.C., in 1988 to work on his father's campaign for the U.S. presidency.[59][60] He served as a campaign advisor and liaison to the media, and assisted his father by campaigning across the country.[52] In December 1991, Bush was one of seven people named by his father to run his father's 1992 presidential re-election campaign, as a "campaign advisor".[61] The previous month, his father had asked him to tell White House chief of staff John H. Sununu that he should resign.[62]
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 Governor of Texas (1995–2000)




Main article: Governorship of George W. Bush[image: External link]


Bush declared his candidacy for the 1994 Texas gubernatorial election[image: External link] at the same time that his brother Jeb sought the governorship of Florida[image: External link]. His campaign focused on four themes: welfare reform, tort reform[image: External link], crime reduction, and education improvement.[52] Bush's campaign advisers were Karen Hughes[image: External link], Joe Allbaugh[image: External link], and Karl Rove[image: External link].[63]

After easily winning the Republican primary, Bush faced popular Democratic incumbent Governor Ann Richards.[52][64] In the course of the campaign, Bush pledged to sign a bill allowing Texans to obtain permits to carry concealed weapons[image: External link]. Richards had vetoed the bill, but Bush signed it into law after he became governor.[65] According to The Atlantic Monthly[image: External link], the race "featured a rumor that she was a lesbian, along with a rare instance of such a tactic's making it into the public record – when a regional chairman of the Bush campaign allowed himself, perhaps inadvertently, to be quoted criticizing Richards for 'appointing avowed homosexual activists[image: External link]' to state jobs".[66] The Atlantic, and others, connected the lesbian rumor to Karl Rove,[67] but Rove denied being involved.[68] Bush won the general election with 53.5 percent against Richards' 45.9 percent.[69]

Bush used a budget surplus to push through Texas's largest tax-cut, $2 billion.[63] He extended government funding for organizations providing education of the dangers of alcohol and drug use and abuse, and helping to reduce domestic violence[image: External link].[70] Critics contended that during his tenure, Texas ranked near the bottom in environmental evaluations. Supporters pointed to his efforts to raise the salaries of teachers and improve educational test scores.[52]

In 1999, Bush signed a law that required electric retailers to buy a certain amount of energy from renewable sources[image: External link] (RPS),[71][72][73] which helped Texas[image: External link] eventually become the leading producer[image: External link] of wind powered[image: External link] electricity in the U.S.[74][75][76]

In 1998[image: External link], Bush won re-election with a record[52] 69 percent of the vote.[77] He became the first governor in Texas history to be elected to two consecutive four-year terms.[52] For most of Texas history, governors served two-year terms; a constitutional amendment[image: External link] extended those terms to four years starting in 1975.[78] In his second term, Bush promoted faith-based organizations and enjoyed high approval ratings.[52] He proclaimed June 10, 2000 to be Jesus Day[image: External link] in Texas, a day on which he "urge[d] all Texans to answer the call to serve those in need".[79]

Throughout Bush's first term, national attention focused on him as a potential future presidential candidate. Following his re-election, speculation soared.[52] Within a year, he decided to seek the 2000 Republican presidential nomination.
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Main article: United States presidential election, 2000[image: External link]
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Lame duck incumbent president Bill Clinton was a Democrat, and the field for nomination for President of both parties was wide open. Bush was governor of Texas in June 1999 when he announced his candidacy for President of the United States. He entered a large field of hopefuls for the Republican Party presidential nomination that included John McCain, Alan Keyes, Steve Forbes, Gary Bauer[image: External link], Orrin Hatch, Elizabeth Dole[image: External link], Dan Quayle, Pat Buchanan, Lamar Alexander, John Kasich[image: External link], and Bob Smith[image: External link].

Bush portrayed himself as a compassionate conservative[image: External link], implying he was more centrist than other Republicans. He campaigned on a platform that included bringing integrity and honor back to the White House, increasing the size of the United States Armed Forces[image: External link], cutting taxes, improving education, and aiding minorities.[52] By early 2000, the race had centered on Bush and McCain.[52]

Bush won the Iowa caucuses, and although he was heavily favored to win the New Hampshire primary, he trailed McCain by 19 percent and lost that primary. Despite this, Bush regained momentum, and according to political observers, he effectively became the front runner after the South Carolina primary[image: External link]—which according to The Boston Globe[image: External link]—made history for his campaign's negativity. The New York Times described it as a smear campaign[image: External link].[80][81][82]
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On July 25, 2000, Bush surprised some observers when he selected Dick Cheney—a former White House Chief of Staff, U.S. Representative, and Secretary of Defense[image: External link]—to be his running mate[image: External link]. At the time, Cheney was serving as head of Bush's Vice-Presidential search committee. Soon after at the 2000 Republican National Convention[image: External link], Bush and Cheney were officially nominated by the Republican Party.

Bush continued to campaign across the country and touted his record as governor of Texas.[52] During his campaign, Bush criticized his Democratic opponent, incumbent Vice President Al Gore, over gun control[image: External link] and taxation.[83]

When the election returns were tallied on November 7, Bush had won 29 states, including Florida. The closeness of the Florida outcome led to a recount[image: External link].[52] The initial recount also went to Bush, but the outcome was tied up in lower courts for a month until eventually reaching the U.S. Supreme Court.[84] On December 9, in the controversial Bush v. Gore[image: External link] ruling,[85] the Court reversed a Florida Supreme Court[image: External link] decision that had ordered a third count, and stopped an ordered statewide hand recount based on the argument that the use of different standards among Florida's counties violated the Equal Protection Clause[image: External link] of the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link].[52] The machine recount showed that Bush had won the Florida vote by a margin of 537 votes out of six million cast.[86] Although he had received 543,895 fewer individual nationwide votes than Gore, Bush won the election, receiving 271 electoral votes[image: External link] to Gore's 266 (Gore's statewide victories had electoral votes tallying 267; however, one of Gore's pledged electors abstained, rendering the official tally at 266). Bush was the first person to win an American presidential election with fewer popular votes than another candidate since Benjamin Harrison in 1888.[86]
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Main article: United States presidential election, 2004[image: External link]


In his 2004 bid for re-election, Bush commanded broad support in the Republican Party and did not encounter a primary challenge. He appointed Ken Mehlman[image: External link] as campaign manager, and Karl Rove[image: External link] devised a political strategy .[87] Bush and the Republican platform emphasized a strong commitment to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,[88] support for the USA PATRIOT Act[image: External link],[89] a renewed shift in policy for constitutional amendments banning abortion and same-sex marriage[image: External link],[88][90] reforming Social Security[image: External link] to create private investment accounts,[88] creation of an ownership society[image: External link],[88] and opposing mandatory carbon emissions controls.[91] Bush also called for the implementation of a guest worker program[image: External link] for immigrants,[88] which was criticized by conservatives.[92]

The Bush campaign advertised across the U.S. against Democratic candidates, including Bush's emerging opponent, Massachusetts Senator John Kerry. Kerry and other Democrats attacked Bush on the Iraq War[image: External link], and accused him of failing to stimulate the economy and job growth. The Bush campaign portrayed Kerry as a staunch liberal[image: External link] who would raise taxes and increase the size of government. The Bush campaign continuously criticized Kerry's seemingly contradictory statements on the war in Iraq,[52] and argued that Kerry lacked the decisiveness and vision necessary for success in the War on Terror.

In the election, Bush carried 31 of 50 states, receiving a total of 286 electoral votes[image: External link]. He won an absolute majority of the popular vote (50.7 percent to his opponent's 48.3 percent).[93] Bush's father George H.W. Bush was the previous president who won an absolute majority of the popular vote; he accomplished that feat in the 1988 election. Additionally, it was the first time since Herbert Hoover's election in 1928[image: External link] that a Republican president was elected alongside re-elected Republican majorities in both Houses of Congress.
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Main article: Presidency of George W. Bush[image: External link]


Bush had originally outlined an ambitious domestic agenda, but his priorities were significantly altered following the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks[image: External link].[94] Wars were waged in Afghanistan and Iraq, and there were significant domestic debates regarding immigration, healthcare, Social Security, economic policy, and treatment of terrorist detainees. Over an eight-year period, Bush's once-high approval ratings[95] steadily declined, while his disapproval numbers increased significantly.[96] In 2007, the United States entered the longest post-World War II recession.[97]
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Main article: Domestic policy of the George W. Bush administration[image: External link]
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Main article: Economic policy of the George W. Bush administration[image: External link]


Bush took office during a period of economic recession in the wake of the bursting of the Dot-com bubble[image: External link].[98] The terrorist attacks also impacted the economy. His administration increased federal government spending[image: External link] from $1.789 trillion to $2.983 trillion (60 percent) while revenues increased from $2.025 trillion to $2.524 trillion (from 2000 to 2008). Individual income tax revenues increased by 14 percent, corporate tax revenues by 50 percent, customs and duties by 40 percent. Discretionary defense spending was increased by 107 percent, discretionary domestic spending by 62 percent, Medicare spending by 131 percent, social security by 51 percent, and income security spending by 130 percent. Cyclically adjusted, revenues rose by 35 percent and spending by 65 percent.[99]

The increase in spending was more than under any predecessor since Lyndon B. Johnson.[100] The number of economic regulation[image: External link] governmental workers increased by 91,196.[101]

The surplus in fiscal year 2000 was $237 billion—the third consecutive surplus and the largest surplus ever.[102] In 2001, Bush's budget estimated that there would be a $5.6 trillion surplus over the next ten years.[103] Facing congressional opposition, Bush held townhall style meetings across the U.S. in order to increase public support for his plan for a $1.35 trillion tax cut program[image: External link]—one of the largest tax cuts in U.S. history.[52] Bush argued that unspent government funds should be returned to taxpayers, saying "the surplus is not the government's money. The surplus is the people's money."[52] Federal Reserve chairman Alan Greenspan[image: External link] warned of a recession and Bush stated that a tax cut would stimulate the economy and create jobs.[104] Treasury Secretary Paul H. O'Neill[image: External link], opposed some of the tax cuts on the basis that they would contribute to budget deficits and undermine Social Security[image: External link].[105] O'Neill disputes the claim, made in Bush's book Decision Points, that he never openly disagreed with him on planned tax cuts.[106] By 2003, the economy showed signs of improvement, though job growth remained stagnant.[52] Another tax cut program[image: External link] was passed that year.

During the 2001 to 2008 years, GDP grew at an average annual rate of 2.125 percent,[107] less than for past business cycles.[108]

Bush entered office with the Dow Jones Industrial Average[image: External link] at 10,587, and the average peaked in October 2007 at over 14,000. When Bush left office, the average was at 7,949, one of the lowest levels of his presidency.[109]

Unemployment originally rose from 4.2 percent in January 2001 to 6.3 percent in June 2003, but subsequently dropped to 4.5 percent as of July 2007.[110] Adjusted for inflation, median household income[image: External link] dropped by $1,175 between 2000 and 2007,[111] while Professor Ken Homa of Georgetown University has noted that "Median real after-tax household income went up 2 percent".[112] The poverty rate increased from 11.3 percent in 2000 to 12.3 percent in 2006 after peaking at 12.7 percent in 2004.[113] By October 2008, due to increases in spending,[114] the national debt[image: External link] had risen to $11.3 trillion,[115] an increase of over 100 percent from 2000 when the debt was only $5.6 trillion.[116][117] Most debt was accumulated as a result of what became known as the "Bush tax cuts[image: External link]" and increased national security spending.[118] In March 2006, then-Senator Barack Obama said when he voted against raising the debt ceiling[image: External link]: "The fact that we are here today to debate raising America's debt limit is a sign of leadership failure."[119] By the end of Bush's presidency, unemployment climbed to 7.2 percent.[120]

In December 2007, the United States entered the longest post–World War II recession,[97] which included a housing market correction[image: External link], a subprime mortgage crisis[image: External link], soaring oil prices[image: External link], and a declining dollar value.[121] In February, 63,000 jobs were lost, a five-year record.[122][123] To aid with the situation, Bush signed a $170 billion economic stimulus package which was intended to improve the economic situation by sending tax rebate checks to many Americans and providing tax breaks for struggling businesses. The Bush administration pushed for significantly increased regulation of Fannie Mae[image: External link] and Freddie Mac[image: External link] in 2003,[124] and after two years, the regulations passed the House but died in the Senate. Many Republican senators, as well as influential members of the Bush Administration, feared that the agency created by these regulations would merely be mimicking the private sector's risky practices.[125][126][127] In September 2008, the crisis became much more serious[image: External link] beginning with the government takeover of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac[image: External link] followed by the collapse of Lehman Brothers[image: External link] and a federal bailout of American International Group[image: External link] for $85 billion.[128]

Many economists and world governments determined that the situation became the worst financial crisis since the Great Depression[image: External link].[129][130] Additional regulation over the housing market would have been beneficial, according to former Federal Reserve chairman Alan Greenspan[image: External link].[131] Bush, meanwhile, proposed a financial rescue plan[image: External link] to buy back a large portion of the U.S. mortgage market.[132] Vince Reinhardt, a former Federal Reserve economist now at the American Enterprise Institute[image: External link], said "it would have helped for the Bush administration to empower the folks at Treasury and the Federal Reserve and the comptroller of the currency and the FDIC[image: External link] to look at these issues more closely", and additionally, that it would have helped "for Congress to have held hearings".[126]

In November 2008, over 500,000 jobs were lost, which marked the largest loss of jobs in the United States in 34 years.[133] The Bureau of Labor Statistics[image: External link] reported that in the last four months of 2008, 1.9 million jobs were lost.[134] By the end of 2008, the U.S. had lost a total of 2.6 million jobs.[135]
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Bush undertook a number of educational agendas, such as increasing the funding for the National Science Foundation[image: External link] and National Institutes of Health[image: External link] in his first years of office, and creating education programs to strengthen the grounding in science and mathematics for American high school students. Funding for the NIH was cut in 2006, the first such cut in 36 years, due to rising inflation.[136]

One of the administration's early major initiatives was the No Child Left Behind Act[image: External link], which aimed to measure and close the gap between rich and poor student performance, provide options to parents with students in low-performing schools, and target more federal funding to low-income schools. This landmark education initiative passed with broad bipartisan support, including that of Senator Ted Kennedy of Massachusetts[image: External link].[137] It was signed into law by Bush in early 2002.[138] Many contend that the initiative has been successful, as cited by the fact that students in the U.S. have performed significantly better on state reading and math tests since Bush signed "No Child Left Behind" into law.[139] Critics argue that it is underfunded[140] and that NCLBA's focus on "high-stakes testing" and quantitative outcomes is counterproductive.[141]

After being re-elected, Bush signed into law a Medicare[image: External link] drug benefit program that, according to Jan Crawford[image: External link], resulted in "the greatest expansion in America's welfare state[image: External link] in forty years;" the bill's costs approached $7 trillion.[142] In 2007, Bush opposed and vetoed State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) legislation, which was added by the Democrats onto a war funding bill and passed by Congress. The SCHIP legislation would have significantly expanded federally funded health care benefits and plans to children of some low-income families from about six million to ten million children. It was to be funded by an increase in the cigarette tax.[143] Bush viewed the legislation as a move toward socialized health care[image: External link], and asserted that the program could benefit families making as much as $83,000 per year who did not need the help.[144]
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Following Republican efforts to pass the Medicare Act of 2003[image: External link], Bush signed the bill, which included major changes to the Medicare[image: External link] program by providing beneficiaries with some assistance in paying for prescription drugs, while relying on private insurance for the delivery of benefits.[145] The retired persons lobby group AARP[image: External link] worked with the Bush Administration on the program and gave their endorsement. Bush said the law, estimated to cost $400 billion over the first ten years, would give the elderly "better choices and more control over their health care".[146]

Bush began his second term by outlining a major initiative to " reform[image: External link]" Social Security,[147] which was facing record deficit projections beginning in 2005. Bush made it the centerpiece of his domestic agenda despite opposition from some in the U.S. Congress.[147] In his 2005 State of the Union Address[image: External link], Bush discussed the potential impending bankruptcy of the program and outlined his new program, which included partial privatization of the system, personal Social Security accounts, and options to permit Americans to divert a portion of their Social Security tax ( FICA[image: External link]) into secured investments.[147] Democrats opposed the proposal to partially privatize the system.[147]

Bush embarked on a 60-day national tour, campaigning for his initiative in media events known as "Conversations on Social Security", in an attempt to gain public support.[148] Nevertheless, public support for the proposal declined[149] and the House Republican leadership decided not to put Social Security reform on the priority list for the remainder of their 2005 legislative agenda.[150] The proposal's legislative prospects were further diminished by the fall of 2005 political fallout from Hurricane Katrina.[151] After the Democrats gained control of both houses of Congress as a result of the 2006 midterm elections[image: External link], there was no prospect of further congressional action on the Bush proposal for the remainder of his term in office.
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Main article: Domestic policy of the George W. Bush administration § Environment[image: External link]


Upon taking office in 2001, Bush stated his opposition to the Kyoto Protocol[image: External link], an amendment to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change[image: External link] which seeks to impose mandatory targets for reducing greenhouse gas[image: External link] emissions, citing that the treaty exempted 80 percent of the world's population[152] and would have cost tens of billions of dollars per year.[153] He also cited that the Senate had voted 95–0 in 1997 on a resolution expressing its disapproval of the protocol.

In May 2001, Bush signed an executive order[image: External link] to create an inter-agency task force to streamline energy projects,[154] and later signed two other executive orders to tackle environmental issues.[155]

In 2002, Bush announced the Clear Skies Act of 2003[image: External link],[156] aimed at amending the Clean Air Act[image: External link] to reduce air pollution through the use of emissions trading[image: External link] programs. Many experts argued that this legislation would have weakened the original legislation by allowing higher emission rates of pollutants than were previously legal.[157] The initiative was introduced to Congress, but failed to make it out of committee.

Later in 2006, Bush declared the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands[image: External link] a national monument, creating the largest marine reserve[image: External link] to date. The Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument[image: External link] comprises 84 million acres (340,000 km2) and is home to 7,000 species of fish, birds, and other marine animals, many of which are specific to only those islands.[158] The move was hailed by conservationists for "its foresight and leadership in protecting this incredible area".[159]

Bush has said that he believes that global warming is real[160] and has noted that it is a serious problem, but he asserted there is a "debate over whether it's man-made or naturally caused".[161] The Bush Administration's stance on global warming remained controversial in the scientific and environmental communities. Critics have alleged that the administration[162] misinformed the public and did not do enough to reduce carbon emissions[image: External link] and deter global warming.[163]
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In his 2006 State of the Union Address[image: External link], Bush declared, "America is addicted to oil" and announced his Advanced Energy Initiative to increase energy development[image: External link] research.[164]

In his 2007 State of the Union Address[image: External link], Bush renewed his pledge to work toward diminished reliance on foreign oil by reducing fossil fuel[image: External link] consumption and increasing alternative fuel[image: External link] production.[165] Amid high gasoline prices in 2008, Bush lifted a ban on offshore drilling[image: External link].[166] However, the move was largely symbolic because there was still a federal law banning offshore drilling. Bush said, "This means that the only thing standing between the American people and these vast oil reserves is action from the U.S. Congress."[166] Bush had said in June 2008, "In the long run, the solution is to reduce demand for oil by promoting alternative energy technologies. My administration has worked with Congress to invest in gas-saving technologies like advanced batteries and hydrogen fuel cells[image: External link]... In the short run, the American economy will continue to rely largely on oil. And that means we need to increase supply, especially here at home. So my administration has repeatedly called on Congress to expand domestic oil production."[167]

In his 2008 State of the Union Address[image: External link], Bush announced that the U.S. would commit $2 billion over the next three years to a new international fund to promote clean energy technologies and fight climate change, saying, "Along with contributions from other countries, this fund will increase and accelerate the deployment of all forms of cleaner, more efficient technologies in developing nations like India and China, and help leverage substantial private-sector capital by making clean energy projects more financially attractive." He also announced plans to reaffirm the United States' commitment to work with major economies, and, through the UN, to complete an international agreement that will slow, stop, and eventually reverse the growth of greenhouse gases; he stated, "This agreement will be effective only if it includes commitments by every major economy and gives none a free ride."[168]
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Federal funding for medical research involving the creation or destruction of human embryos through the Department of Health and Human Services[image: External link] and the National Institutes of Health[image: External link] has been forbidden by law since the passage in 1995 of the Dickey-Wicker Amendment[image: External link] by Congress and the signature of President Bill Clinton.[169] Bush has said that he supports adult stem cell[image: External link] research and has supported federal legislation that finances adult stem cell research. However, Bush did not support embryonic stem cell[image: External link] research.[170] On August 9, 2001, Bush signed an executive order lifting the ban on federal funding for the 71 existing "lines" of stem cells,[171] but the ability of these existing lines to provide an adequate medium for testing has been questioned. Testing can be done on only 12 of the original lines, and all approved lines have been cultured in contact with mouse cells, which creates safety issues that complicate development and approval of therapies from these lines.[172] On July 19, 2006, Bush used his veto power for the first time in his presidency to veto the Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act[image: External link]. The bill would have repealed the Dickey-Wicker Amendment, thereby permitting federal money to be used for research where stem cells are derived from the destruction of an embryo.[173]
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On May 21, 2008 President George W. Bush signed into law the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act[image: External link] (GINA).[174][175] The bill aims to protect Americans against discrimination based on their genetic information when it comes to health insurance and employment. The issue had been debated for 13 years before becoming law. It is designed to protect citizens while not hindering genetic research.
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Nearly 8 million immigrants came to the United States from 2000 to 2005, more than in any other five-year period in the nation's history.[176] Almost half entered illegally.[177] In 2006, Bush urged Congress to allow more than 12 million illegal immigrants[image: External link] to work in the United States with the creation of a "temporary guest-worker program". Bush also urged Congress to provide additional funds for border security and committed to deploying 6,000 National Guard troops to the Mexico–United States border[image: External link].[178] From May to June 2007, Bush strongly supported the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act of 2007[image: External link], which was written by a bipartisan group of Senators with the active participation of the Bush administration.[179] The bill envisioned a legalization program for illegal immigrants, with an eventual path to citizenship; establishing a guest worker program; a series of border and work site enforcement measures; a reform of the green card[image: External link] application process and the introduction of a point-based "merit" system for green cards; elimination of "chain migration[image: External link]" and of the Diversity Immigrant Visa[image: External link]; and other measures. Bush argued that the lack of legal status denies the protections of U.S. laws to millions of people who face dangers of poverty and exploitation, and penalizes employers despite a demand for immigrant labor.[180] Bush contended that the proposed bill did not amount to amnesty.[181]

A heated public debate followed, which resulted in a substantial rift within the Republican Party, most conservatives opposed it because of its legalization or amnesty provisions.[182] The bill was eventually defeated in the Senate on June 28, 2007, when a cloture[image: External link] motion failed on a 46–53 vote.[183] Bush expressed disappointment upon the defeat of one of his signature domestic initiatives.[184] The Bush administration later proposed a series of immigration enforcement measures that do not require a change in law.[185]

On September 19, 2010, former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert[image: External link] said that Bush offered to accept 100,000 Palestinian refugees as American citizens if a permanent settlement had been reached between Israel and the Palestinian Authority.[186]
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Main article: Political effects of Hurricane Katrina[image: External link]


Hurricane Katrina, one of the most damaging natural disasters in U.S. history, struck early in Bush's second term. Katrina formed in late August during the 2005 Atlantic[image: External link] hurricane season and devastated much of the north-central Gulf Coast of the United States[image: External link], particularly New Orleans.[187]

Bush declared a state of emergency in Louisiana[image: External link] on August 27,[188] and in Mississippi[image: External link] and Alabama[image: External link] the following day;[189] he authorized the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] (DHS) and Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to manage the disaster, but his announcement failed to spur these agencies to action.[190] The eye of the hurricane made landfall on August 29, and New Orleans began to flood due to levee[image: External link] breaches; later that day, Bush declared that a major disaster existed in Louisiana,[191] officially authorizing FEMA to start using federal funds to assist in the recovery effort.

On August 30, DHS Secretary Michael Chertoff[image: External link] declared it "an incident of national significance",[192] triggering the first use of the newly created National Response Plan[image: External link]. Three days later, on September 2, National Guard troops first entered the city of New Orleans.[193] The same day, Bush toured parts of Louisiana, Mississippi[image: External link], and Alabama[image: External link] and declared that the success of the recovery effort up to that point was "not enough".[194]

As the disaster in New Orleans intensified, critics charged that Bush was misrepresenting his administration's role in what they saw as a flawed response. Leaders attacked Bush for having appointed apparently incompetent leaders to positions of power at FEMA, notably Michael D. Brown[image: External link];[195] it was also argued that the federal response was limited as a result of the Iraq War[image: External link][196] and Bush himself did not act upon warnings of floods.[197][198][199] Bush responded to mounting criticism by accepting full responsibility for the federal government's failures in its handling of the emergency.[193] It has been argued that with Katrina, Bush passed a political tipping point from which he would not recover.[200]
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Main article: Dismissal of U.S. attorneys controversy[image: External link]


During Bush's second term, a controversy arose over the Justice Department's[image: External link] midterm dismissal of seven United States Attorneys[image: External link].[201] The White House maintained that the U.S. attorneys were fired for poor performance.[202] Attorney General Alberto Gonzales[image: External link] later resigned over the issue, along with other senior members of the Justice Department.[203][204] The House Judiciary Committee issued subpoenas for advisers Harriet Miers[image: External link] and Josh Bolten[image: External link] to testify regarding this matter, but Bush directed Miers and Bolten to not comply with those subpoenas, invoking his right of executive privilege[image: External link]. Bush maintained that all of his advisers were protected under a broad executive privilege protection to receive candid advice. The Justice Department determined that the President's order was legal.[205]

Although Congressional investigations focused on whether the Justice Department and the White House were using the U.S. Attorney positions for political advantage, no official findings have been released. On March 10, 2008, the Congress filed a federal lawsuit to enforce their issued subpoenas.[206] On July 31, 2008, a United States district court judge ruled that Bush's top advisers were not immune from Congressional subpoenas.[207]

In all, twelve Justice Department officials resigned rather than testify under oath before Congress. They included Attorney General Alberto Gonzales[image: External link][208] and his chief of staff Kyle Sampson[image: External link],[209] Gonzales' liaison to the White House Monica Goodling[image: External link],[210] aide to the president Karl Rove[image: External link][211] and his senior aide Sara Taylor[image: External link].[212] In addition, legal counsel to the president Harriet Miers[image: External link][213] and deputy chief of staff to the president Joshua Bolten[image: External link][214] were both found in contempt of Congress[image: External link].[212]

In 2010, the Justice Department investigator concluded that though political considerations did play a part in as many as four of the attorney firings,[215] the firings were "inappropriately political", but not criminal. According to the prosecutors, there was insufficient evidence to pursue prosecution for any criminal offense.[216]
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Following the resignation of CIA director George Tenet in 2004, Bush nominated Porter Goss[image: External link] to head the agency. The White House ordered Goss to purge agency officers who were disloyal to the administration. [217] After Goss' appointment, many of the CIA's senior agents were fired or quit. The CIA has been accused of deliberately leaking classified information to undermine the 2004 election. [218]
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Main article: Foreign policy of the George W. Bush administration[image: External link]


In July 2001, Bush visited Pope John Paul II at Castel Gandolfo.[219] During his Presidential campaign, Bush's foreign policy[image: External link] platform included support for stronger economic and political relationship with Latin America[image: External link], especially Mexico[image: External link], and a reduction of involvement in " nation-building[image: External link]" and other small-scale military engagements. The administration pursued a national missile defense[image: External link].[220] Bush was an advocate of China's entry into the World Trade Organization[image: External link].[221]

In his 2002 State of the Union Address, Bush referred to an axis of evil[image: External link] including Iraq[image: External link], Iran[image: External link] and North Korea[image: External link].[222] After the September 11 attacks on New York, Bush launched the War on Terror, in which the United States military and a small international coalition invaded Afghanistan[image: External link]. In 2003, Bush then launched the invasion of Iraq[image: External link], searching for Weapons of Mass Destruction, which he described as being part of the War on Terrorism.[223] Those invasions led to the toppling of the Taliban[image: External link] regime in Afghanistan and the removal of Saddam Hussein from power in Iraq.

Bush began his second term with an emphasis on improving strained relations with European nations. He appointed long-time adviser Karen Hughes[image: External link] to oversee a global public relations campaign. Bush lauded the pro-democracy struggles in Georgia and Ukraine.[224]

In March 2006, a visit to India led to renewed ties between the two countries, reversing decades of U.S. policy.[225] The visit focused particularly on areas of nuclear energy[image: External link] and counter-terrorism cooperation, discussions that would lead eventually to the India–United States Civil Nuclear Agreement[image: External link].[226]

This is in stark contrast to the stance taken by his predecessor, Clinton, whose approach and response to India after the 1998 nuclear tests was that of sanctions and hectoring. The relationship between India and the United States was one that dramatically improved during Bush's tenure.[227]

Midway through Bush's second term, it was questioned whether Bush was retreating from his freedom and democracy agenda, highlighted in policy changes toward some oil-rich former Soviet republics in central Asia.[228]

In an address before both Houses of Congress on September 20, 2001, Bush thanked the nations of the world for their support following the September 11 attacks. He specifically thanked UK Prime Minister[image: External link] Tony Blair[image: External link] for traveling to Washington to show "unity of purpose with America", and said "America has no truer friend than Great Britain."[229]
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Main article: September 11 attacks[image: External link]


The September 11 terrorist attacks were a major turning point in Bush's presidency. That evening, he addressed the nation from the Oval Office[image: External link], promising a strong response to the attacks. He also emphasized the need for the nation to come together and comfort the families of the victims. On September 14, he visited Ground Zero[image: External link], meeting with Mayor Rudy Giuliani[image: External link], firefighters, police officers, and volunteers. Bush addressed the gathering via a megaphone while standing on a heap of rubble, to much applause: "I can hear you. The rest of the world hears you. And the people who knocked these buildings down will hear all of us soon."[230]

In a September 20 speech, Bush condemned Osama bin Laden and his organization Al-Qaeda, and issued an ultimatum to the Taliban regime in Afghanistan, where bin Laden was operating, to "hand over the terrorists, or ... share in their fate".[231]
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Main article: War on Terror[image: External link]


After September 11, Bush announced a global War on Terror. The Afghan Taliban regime was not forthcoming with Osama bin Laden, so Bush ordered the invasion of Afghanistan[image: External link] to overthrow the Taliban regime.[232] In his January 29, 2002 State of the Union Address[image: External link], he asserted that an "axis of evil[image: External link]" consisting of North Korea, Iran, and Iraq was "arming to threaten the peace of the world" and "pose[d] a grave and growing danger".[233] The Bush Administration asserted both a right and the intention to wage preemptive war[image: External link], or preventive war[image: External link].[234] This became the basis for the Bush Doctrine[image: External link] which weakened the unprecedented levels of international and domestic support for the United States which had followed the September 11 attacks.[235]

Dissent and criticism of Bush's leadership in the War on Terror increased as the war in Iraq continued.[236][237][238] In 2006, a National Intelligence Estimate[image: External link] concluded that the Iraq War had become the "cause célèbre[image: External link] for jihadists[image: External link]".[239][240]
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Main article: War in Afghanistan (2001–14)[image: External link]


On October 7, 2001, U.S. and British forces initiated bombing campaigns that led to the arrival of Northern Alliance[image: External link] troops in Kabul[image: External link] on November 13. The main goals of the war were to defeat the Taliban[image: External link], drive al-Qaeda out of Afghanistan, and capture key al-Qaeda leaders. In December 2001, the Pentagon reported that the Taliban had been defeated,[241] but cautioned that the war would go on to continue weakening Taliban and al-Qaeda leaders.[241] Later that month the UN had installed the Afghan Transitional Administration[image: External link] chaired by Hamid Karzai[image: External link].[242][243] In 2002, based on UNICEF[image: External link] figures, Nicholas Kristof[image: External link] reported that "our invasion of Afghanistan may end up saving one million lives over the next decade" as the result of improved healthcare and greater access to humanitarian aid.[244]

Efforts to kill or capture al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden failed as he escaped a battle in December 2001 in the mountainous region of Tora Bora[image: External link], which the Bush Administration later acknowledged to have resulted from a failure to commit enough U.S. ground troops.[245] It was not until May 2011, two years after Bush left office, that bin Laden was killed by U.S. forces. Bin Laden's successor, Ayman al-Zawahiri[image: External link], remains at large.

Despite the initial success in driving the Taliban from power in Kabul, by early 2003 the Taliban was regrouping, amassing new funds and recruits.[246] The 2005 failure of Operation Red Wings[image: External link] showed that the Taliban had returned.[247] In 2006, the Taliban insurgency[image: External link] appeared larger, fiercer and better organized than expected, with large-scale allied offensives such as Operation Mountain Thrust[image: External link] attaining limited success.[248][249][250] As a result, Bush commissioned 3,500 additional troops to the country in March 2007.[251]
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Main articles: Iraq War[image: External link] and George W. Bush and the Iraq War[image: External link]


Beginning with his January 29, 2002 State of the Union address, Bush began publicly focusing attention on Iraq, which he labeled as part of an "axis of evil[image: External link]" allied with terrorists and posing "a grave and growing danger" to U.S. interests through possession of weapons of mass destruction[image: External link].[233][252]

In the latter half of 2002, CIA reports[image: External link] contained assertions of Saddam Hussein's intent of reconstituting nuclear weapons programs, not properly accounting for Iraqi biological[image: External link] and chemical weapons[image: External link], and that some Iraqi missiles had a range greater than allowed by the UN sanctions.[253][254] Contentions that the Bush Administration manipulated or exaggerated the threat and evidence of Iraq's weapons of mass destruction capabilities would eventually become a major point of criticism for the president.[255][256]

In late 2002 and early 2003, Bush urged the United Nations to enforce Iraqi disarmament[image: External link] mandates, precipitating a diplomatic crisis[image: External link]. In November 2002, Hans Blix and Mohamed ElBaradei[image: External link] led UN weapons inspectors in Iraq, but were advised by the U.S. to depart the country four days prior to the U.S. invasion, despite their requests for more time to complete their tasks.[257] The U.S. initially sought a UN Security Council[image: External link] resolution authorizing the use of military force but dropped the bid for UN approval due to vigorous opposition from several countries.[258]

More than 20 nations (most notably the United Kingdom), designated the "coalition of the willing[image: External link]" joined the United States[259] in invading Iraq. They launched the invasion on March 20, 2003. The Iraqi military was quickly defeated. The capital, Baghdad[image: External link], fell on April 9, 2003. On May 1, Bush declared the end of major combat operations in Iraq. The initial success of U.S. operations increased his popularity, but the U.S. and allied forces faced a growing insurgency led by sectarian groups; Bush's "Mission Accomplished[image: External link]" speech was later criticized as premature.[260] From 2004 until 2007, the situation in Iraq deteriorated further, with some observers arguing that there was a full-scale civil war in Iraq[image: External link].[261] Bush's policies met with criticism, including demands domestically to set a timetable to withdraw troops from Iraq. The 2006 report of the bipartisan Iraq Study Group[image: External link], led by James Baker[image: External link], concluded that the situation in Iraq was "grave and deteriorating". While Bush admitted that there were strategic mistakes made in regards to the stability of Iraq,[262] he maintained he would not change the overall Iraq strategy.[263][264] According to Iraq Body Count[image: External link], some 251,000 Iraqis have been killed in the civil war following the U.S.-led invasion, including at least 163,841 civilians.[265]

In January 2005, free, democratic elections were held in Iraq for the first time in 50 years.[266] According to Iraqi National Security Advisor Mowaffak al-Rubaie[image: External link], "This is the greatest day in the history of this country."[266] Bush praised the event as well, saying that the Iraqis "have taken rightful control of their country's destiny".[266] This led to the election of Jalal Talabani[image: External link] as President and Nouri al-Maliki[image: External link] as Prime Minister of Iraq. A referendum to approve a constitution in Iraq was held in October 2005, supported by most Shiites[image: External link] and many Kurds[image: External link].[267]

On January 10, 2007, Bush announced a surge of 21,500 more troops for Iraq[image: External link], as well as a job program for Iraqis, more reconstruction proposals, and $1.2 billion for these programs.[268] On May 1, 2007, Bush used his second-ever veto to reject a bill setting a deadline for the withdrawal of U.S. troops,[269] saying the debate over the conflict was "understandable" but insisting that a continued U.S. presence there was crucial.[270]

In March 2008, Bush praised the Iraqi government's "bold decision" to launch the Battle of Basra[image: External link] against the Mahdi Army[image: External link], calling it "a defining moment in the history of a free Iraq".[271] He said he would carefully weigh recommendations from his commanding General David Petraeus[image: External link] and Ambassador Ryan Crocker[image: External link] about how to proceed after the end of the military buildup in the summer of 2008. He also praised the Iraqis' legislative achievements, including a pension law, a revised de-Baathification law, a new budget, an amnesty law, and a provincial powers measure that, he said, set the stage for the Iraqi elections[image: External link].[272] By July 2008, American troop deaths had reached their lowest number since the war began,[273] and due to increased stability in Iraq, Bush announced the withdrawal of additional American forces.[273]
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Following the events of September 11, Bush issued an executive order authorizing the President's Surveillance Program[image: External link] which included allowing the NSA[image: External link] to monitor communications between suspected terrorists outside the U.S and parties within the U.S. without obtaining a warrant as required by the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act[image: External link].[274] As of 2009, the other provisions of the program remained highly classified.[275] Once the Department of Justice[image: External link] Office of Legal Counsel[image: External link] questioned its original legal opinion that FISA did not apply in a time of war, the program was subsequently re-authorized by the President on the basis that the warrant requirements of FISA were implicitly superseded by the subsequent passage of the Authorization for Use of Military Force Against Terrorists[image: External link].[276] The program proved to be controversial[image: External link], as critics of the administration, as well as organizations such as the American Bar Association[image: External link], argued that it was illegal.[277] In August 2006, a U.S. district court judge ruled that the NSA electronic surveillance program[image: External link] was unconstitutional,[278] but on July 6, 2007, that ruling was vacated[image: External link] by the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit[image: External link] on the grounds that the plaintiffs lacked standing[image: External link].[279] On January 17, 2007, Attorney General Alberto Gonzales informed U.S. Senate leaders that the program would not be reauthorized by the President, but would be subjected to judicial oversight.[280] Later in 2007, the NSA launched a replacement for the program, referred to as PRISM[image: External link], that was subject to the oversight of the United States Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court[image: External link].[281] This program was not publicly revealed until reports by The Washington Post[281] and The Guardian[282] emerged in June 2013.[281]
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See also: Senate Intelligence Committee report on CIA torture[image: External link]


Bush authorized the CIA[image: External link] to use waterboarding[image: External link] and several other "enhanced interrogation techniques[image: External link]" that several critics, including Barack Obama, would label as torture.[283][284][285][286] Between 2002 and 2003 the CIA considered certain enhanced interrogation techniques, such as waterboarding, to be legal based on a secret Justice Department legal opinion arguing that terror detainees were not protected by the Geneva Conventions[image: External link]' ban on torture and Vice President Cheney said enhanced interrogation including waterboarding was not torture or illegal.[287][288] The CIA had exercised the technique on certain key terrorist suspects under authority given to it in the Bybee Memo[image: External link] from the Attorney General, though that memo was later withdrawn.[289] While not permitted by the U.S. Army Field Manuals[image: External link] which assert "that harsh interrogation tactics elicit unreliable information",[287] the Bush administration believed these enhanced interrogations "provided critical information" to preserve American lives.[290] Critics, such as former CIA officer Bob Baer, have stated that information was suspect, "you can get anyone to confess to anything if the torture's bad enough."[291]

On October 17, 2006, Bush signed into law the Military Commissions Act of 2006[image: External link],[292] a law enacted in the wake of the Supreme Court's decision in Hamdan v. Rumsfeld[image: External link], 548[image: External link] U.S.[image: External link] 557[image: External link] (2006),[293] which allows the U.S. government to prosecute unlawful enemy combatants[image: External link] by military commission rather than a standard trial. The law also denies them access to habeas corpus[image: External link] and bars the torture of detainees, but allows the president to determine what constitutes torture.[292]

On March 8, 2008, Bush vetoed H.R. 2082,[294] a bill that would have expanded congressional oversight over the intelligence community and banned the use of waterboarding as well as other forms of interrogation not permitted under the United States Army Field Manual on Human Intelligence Collector Operations[image: External link], saying that "the bill Congress sent me would take away one of the most valuable tools in the War on Terror".[295] In April 2009, the ACLU sued and won release of the secret memos that had authorized the Bush administration's interrogation tactics.[296] One memo detailed specific interrogation tactics including a footnote that described waterboarding as torture as well as that the form of waterboarding used by the CIA was far more intense than authorized by the Justice Department.[297]
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Main article: North Korea–United States relations[image: External link]


Bush publicly condemned Kim Jong-il of North Korea, naming North Korea one of three states in an "axis of evil[image: External link]", and saying that "the United States of America will not permit the world's most dangerous regimes to threaten us with the world's most destructive weapons."[233] Within months, "both countries had walked away from their respective commitments under the U.S.–DPRK Agreed Framework[image: External link] of October 1994."[298] North Korea's October 9, 2006, detonation[image: External link] of a nuclear device further complicated Bush's foreign policy, which centered for both terms of his presidency on "[preventing] the terrorists and regimes who seek chemical, biological, or nuclear weapons from threatening the United States and the world".[233] Bush condemned North Korea's position, reaffirmed his commitment to "a nuclear-free Korean Peninsula", and stated that "transfer of nuclear weapons or material by North Korea to states or non-state entities would be considered a grave threat to the United States", for which North Korea would be held accountable.[299] On May 7, 2007, North Korea agreed to shut down its nuclear reactors immediately pending the release of frozen funds held in a foreign bank account. This was a result of a series of three-way talks initiated by the United States and including China.[300] On September 2, 2007, North Korea agreed to disclose and dismantle all of its nuclear programs by the end of 2007.[301] By May 2009, North Korea had restarted its nuclear program and threatened to attack South Korea.[302]

On June 22, 2010, "While South Korea prospers, the people of North Korea have suffered profoundly," he said, adding that, "communism had resulted in dire poverty, mass starvation and brutal suppression. "In recent years," he went on to say, "the suffering has been compounded by the leader who wasted North Korea's precious few resources on personal luxuries and nuclear weapons programs."[303]
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Bush expanded economic sanctions on Syria.[304] In early 2007, the Treasury Department[image: External link], acting on a June 2005 executive order[image: External link], froze American bank accounts of Syria's Higher Institute of Applied Science and Technology, Electronics Institute, and National Standards and Calibration Laboratory. Bush's order prohibits Americans from doing business with these institutions suspected of helping spread weapons of mass destruction[image: External link][305] and being supportive of terrorism.[306] Under separate executive orders signed by Bush in 2004 and later 2007, the Treasury Department froze the assets of two Lebanese and two Syrians, accusing them of activities to "undermine the legitimate political process in Lebanon" in November 2007. Those designated included: Assaad Halim Hardan, a member of Lebanon's parliament and current leader of the Syrian Socialist National Party; Wi'am Wahhab, a former member of Lebanon's government (Minister of the Environment) under Prime Minister Omar Karami (2004–2005); Hafiz Makhluf, a colonel and senior official in the Syrian General Intelligence Directorate and a cousin of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad[image: External link]; and Muhammad Nasif Khayrbik, identified as a close adviser to Assad.[307]
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Bush initiated the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief[image: External link] Program (PEPFAR). The U.S. government has spent some $44 billion on the project since 2003 (a figure that includes $7 billion contributed to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria, a multilateral organization),[308] saving an estimated 5 million lives.[309] According to The New York Times correspondent Peter Baker[image: External link], "Bush did more to stop AIDS and more to help Africa than any president before or since."[309]
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On May 10, 2005, Vladimir Arutyunian[image: External link], a native Georgian[image: External link] who was born to a family of ethnic Armenians[image: External link], threw a live hand grenade toward a podium where Bush was speaking at Freedom Square[image: External link] in Tbilisi, Georgia[image: External link]. Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili[image: External link] was seated nearby. It landed in the crowd about 65 feet (20 m) from the podium after hitting a girl, but it did not detonate. Arutyunian was arrested in July 2005, confessed, was convicted and was given a life sentence[image: External link] in January 2006.[310]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other issues




Bush withdrew U.S. support for several international agreements, including the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty[image: External link] (ABM) with Russia. He also signed the Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty[image: External link] with Russia.

Bush emphasized a careful approach to the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians; he denounced Palestine Liberation Organization[image: External link] leader Yasser Arafat for his support of violence, but sponsored dialogues between Prime Minister Ariel Sharon[image: External link] and Palestinian National Authority President Mahmoud Abbas[image: External link]. Bush supported Sharon's unilateral disengagement plan, and lauded the democratic elections held in Palestine after Arafat's death.

Bush also expressed U.S. support for the defense of Taiwan following the stand-off in April 2001 with the People's Republic of China over the Hainan Island incident[image: External link], when an EP-3E Aries II[image: External link] surveillance aircraft collided with a People's Liberation Army Air Force[image: External link] jet, leading to the detention of U.S. personnel. From 2003 to 2004, Bush authorized U.S. military intervention in Haiti and Liberia to protect U.S. interests. Bush condemned the militia attacks Darfur[image: External link] and denounced the killings in Sudan as genocide.[311] Bush said that an international peacekeeping presence was critical in Darfur, but opposed referring the situation to the International Criminal Court[image: External link].

In the State of the Union address in January 2003, Bush outlined a five-year strategy for global emergency AIDS relief, the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief[image: External link]. Bush announced $15 billion for this effort[312] which directly supported life-saving antiretroviral treatment for more than 3.2 million men, women and children worldwide.[313]

On June 10, 2007, Bush met with Albanian Prime Minister[image: External link] Sali Berisha[image: External link] and became the first president to visit Albania.[314] Bush has voiced his support for the independence[image: External link] of Kosovo.[315] Bush opposed South Ossetia[image: External link]'s independence.[316] On August 15, 2008, Bush said of Russia's invasion of the country of Georgia[image: External link]: "Bullying and intimidation are not acceptable ways to conduct foreign policy in the 21st century."[317]

Bush opened the 2002 Winter Olympics[image: External link] in Salt Lake City, Utah. Departing from previous practice, he stood among a group of U.S. athletes rather than from a ceremonial stand or box, saying: "On behalf of a proud, determined, and grateful nation, I declare open the Games of Salt Lake City, celebrating the Olympic Winter Games."[318] In 2008, in the course of a good-will trip to Asia, he attended the Summer Olympics[image: External link] in Beijing.[319]

Bush twice invoked Section 3 of the Twenty-fifth Amendment[image: External link], which allows a President to temporarily transfer the powers and duties of his office to the Vice President who then becomes Acting President[image: External link]. On June 29, 2002, Bush underwent a colonoscopy and chose to invoke Section 3 of the amendment, making Vice President Dick Cheney the Acting President. The medical procedure began at 7:09 am. EDT and ended at 7:29 am. EDT. Bush woke up twenty minutes later, but did not resume his presidential powers and duties until 9:24 am. EDT after the president's doctor, Richard Tubb[image: External link], conducted an overall examination. Tubb said he recommended the additional time to make sure the sedative had no after effects. On July 21, 2007, Bush again invoked Section 3 in response to having to undergo a colonoscopy, again making Vice President Cheney the Acting President. Bush invoked Section 3 at 7:16 am. EDT. He reclaimed his powers at 9:21 am. EDT. In both cases, Bush specifically cited Section 3 when he transferred the Presidential powers to the Vice President and when he reclaimed those powers.[320]
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Main article: George W. Bush Supreme Court candidates[image: External link]


Following the announcement of Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor's retirement on July 1, 2005, Bush nominated John Roberts to succeed her. On September 5, following the death of Chief Justice[image: External link] William Rehnquist[image: External link], this nomination was withdrawn and Bush instead nominated Roberts for Chief Justice to succeed Rehnquist. Roberts was confirmed by the Senate as the 17th Chief Justice on September 29, 2005.

On October 3, 2005, Bush nominated long time White House Counsel Harriet Miers[image: External link] for O'Connor's position. After facing significant opposition from both parties, who found her to be ill-prepared and uninformed on the law,[321] Miers asked that her name be withdrawn on October 27. Four days later, on October 31, Bush nominated federal appellate judge Samuel Alito[image: External link]. Alito was confirmed as the 110th Supreme Court Justice on January 31, 2006.[322]
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Main article: List of federal judges appointed by George W. Bush[image: External link]


In addition to his two Supreme Court appointments, Bush appointed 61 judges to the United States courts of appeals and 261 judges to the United States district courts. Each of these numbers, along with his total of 324 judicial appointments, is third in American history, behind both Ronald Reagan and Bill Clinton. Bush experienced a number of judicial appointment controversies[image: External link]. Debate during one confirmation session lasted "39 stupefying hours" according to The New York Times. On August 3, 2001, the Senate did not consent to keep existing nominations in status quo, returning 40 judicial nominations, and 164 total nominations.[323][324][325]

At the outset, Judicature magazine noted that the "Senate Democrats were gearing up for the approaching confirmation hearings" before the first set of nominees were sent to the Senate. It then cites The New York Times as saying "Senate Democrats have pledged they will not automatically vote to confirm Mr. Bush's judicial nominees and will subject them to intense scrutiny."[326]

The Senate confirmed only 8 out of 60 judicial nominations by October 2001. In February 2003, the Democrats successfully filibustered the nomination of Miguel Estrada[image: External link].[327]
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Main article: Public image of George W. Bush[image: External link]


See also: Efforts to impeach George W. Bush[image: External link]
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Bush's upbringing in West Texas[image: External link], his accent, his vacations[image: External link] on his Texas ranch, and his penchant for country metaphors contribute to his folksy, American cowboy[image: External link] image.[328][329] "I think people look at him and think John Wayne[image: External link]," said Piers Morgan[image: External link], editor of the British Daily Mirror[image: External link].[330] It has been suggested that Bush's accent was an active choice, as a way of distinguishing himself from Northeastern intellectuals and anchoring himself to his Texas roots.[331] Both supporters and detractors have pointed to his country persona as reasons for their support or criticism.[329]

Bush has been parodied[image: External link] by the media,[332] comedians, and other politicians.[333] Detractors tended to cite linguistic errors made by Bush during his public speeches, which are colloquially referred to as Bushisms[image: External link].[334] Some pundits labeled Bush "the worst president ever".[335][336][337][338][339] In contrast to his father, who was perceived as having troubles with an overarching unifying theme, Bush embraced larger visions and was seen as a man of larger ideas and associated huge risks.[340] Tony Blair wrote in 2010 that the caricature of Bush as being dumb is "ludicrous" and that Bush is "very smart".[341] In an interview with Playboy[image: External link], New York Times columnist David Brooks[image: External link] said George W. Bush "was 60 IQ points smarter in private than he was in public. He doesn't want anybody to think he's smarter than they are, so puts on a Texas act."[342]
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Bush began his presidency with approval ratings[image: External link] near 50 percent.[343] After the September 11 attacks[image: External link], Bush gained an approval rating of 90 percent,[344] maintaining 80 to 90 percent approval for four months after the attacks. It remained over 50 percent during most of his first term[12] and then fell to as low as 19 percent in his second term.[345]

In 2000 and again in 2004, Time magazine named George W. Bush as its Person of the Year, a title awarded to someone who the editors believe "has done the most to influence the events of the year".[346] In May 2004, Gallup reported that 89 percent of the Republican electorate approved of Bush.[347] However, the support waned due mostly to a minority of Republicans' frustration with him on issues of spending, illegal immigration, and Middle Eastern[image: External link] affairs.[348]

Within the United States armed forces, according to an unscientific survey, the president was strongly supported in the 2004 presidential elections.[349] While 73 percent of military personnel said that they would vote for Bush, 18 percent preferred his Democratic rival, John Kerry.[349] According to Peter Feaver[image: External link], a Duke University[image: External link] political scientist who has studied the political leanings of the U.S. military, members of the armed services supported Bush because they found him more likely than Kerry to complete the War in Iraq.[349]

Bush's approval rating went below the 50 percent mark in AP- Ipsos[image: External link] polling in December 2004.[350] Thereafter, his approval ratings and approval of his handling of domestic and foreign policy issues steadily dropped. Bush received heavy criticism for his handling of the Iraq War[image: External link], his response to Hurricane Katrina[image: External link] and to the Abu Ghraib prisoner abuse[image: External link], NSA warrantless surveillance[image: External link], the Plame affair[image: External link], and Guantanamo Bay detention camp[image: External link] controversies.[351] There were calls for Bush's impeachment[image: External link], though most polls showed a plurality of Americans would not support such an action.[352] The arguments offered for impeachment usually centered on the NSA warrantless surveillance controversy,[353] the Bush administration's justification for the war in Iraq,[354] and alleged violations of the Geneva Conventions[image: External link].[355] Representative Dennis Kucinich[image: External link] (D- OH[image: External link]), who had run against Bush during the 2004 presidential campaign, introduced 35 articles of impeachment on the floor of the House of Representatives against Bush on June 9, 2008, but Speaker[image: External link] Nancy Pelosi[image: External link] (D- CA[image: External link]) declared that impeachment was "off the table".[356]

Polls conducted in 2006 showed an average of 37 percent approval ratings for Bush,[357] the lowest for any second-term president at that point of his term since Harry S. Truman in March 1951 (when Truman's approval rating was 28 percent),[350][358] which contributed to what Bush called the "thumping" of the Republican Party in the 2006 mid-term elections[image: External link].[359] Throughout most of 2007, Bush's approval rating hovered in the mid-thirties;[360] the average for his entire second term was 37 percent, according to Gallup.[361]

By the beginning of 2008, his final year in office, Bush's approval rating had dropped to a low of just 19 percent, largely from the loss of support among Republicans.[345] Commenting on his low poll numbers and accusations of being "the worst president,"[362][363] Bush would say, "I make decisions on what I think is right for the United States based upon principles. I frankly don't give a damn about the polls."[364]

In the spring of that year, Bush's disapproval ratings reached the highest ever recorded for any president in the 70-year history of the Gallup poll[image: External link], with 69 percent of those polled in April 2008 disapproving of the job Bush was doing as president and 28 percent approving—although the majority (66 percent) of Republicans still approved of his job performance.[365]

In polls conducted in the fall, just before the 2008 election, his approval ratings remained at record lows of 19 to 20 percent,[366][367] while his disapproval ratings ranged from 67 percent to as high as 75 percent.[367][368] In polling conducted January 9–11, 2009, his final job approval rating by Gallup was 34 percent, which placed him on par with Jimmy Carter[image: External link] and Harry S. Truman, the other presidents whose final Gallup ratings measured in the low 30s (Richard Nixon's final Gallup approval rating was even lower, at 24 percent).[369] According to a CBS News/New York Times poll conducted January 11–15, 2009, Bush's final approval rating in office was 22 percent, the lowest in American history.[366]
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Bush was criticized internationally and targeted by the global anti-war and anti-globalization campaigns for his administration's foreign policy.[370][371] Views of him within the international community[image: External link]—even in France, a close ally of the United States—were more negative than those of most previous American presidents in history.[372]

Bush was described as having especially close personal relationships with Tony Blair of Great Britain and Vicente Fox[image: External link] of Mexico, although formal relations were sometimes strained.[373][374][375] Other leaders, such as Afghan president Hamid Karzai[image: External link],[376] Ugandan president Yoweri Museveni[image: External link],[377] Spanish prime minister José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero[image: External link],[378] and Venezuelan president Hugo Chávez[image: External link],[379] openly criticized the president. Later in Bush's presidency, tensions arose between him and Vladimir Putin[image: External link], which led to a cooling of their relationship.[380]

In 2006, most respondents in 18 of 21 countries surveyed around the world were found to hold an unfavorable opinion of Bush. Respondents indicated that they judged his administration as negative for world security.[381][382] In 2007, the Pew Global Attitudes Project[image: External link] reported that during the Bush presidency, attitudes towards the United States, and towards Americans, became less favorable around the world.[383]

A March 2007 survey of Arab opinion conducted by Zogby International and the University of Maryland[image: External link] found that Bush was the most disliked leader in the Arab world.[384]

The Pew Research Center[image: External link]'s 2007 Global Attitudes poll found that out of 47 countries, in only nine countries did most respondents express "a lot of confidence" or "some confidence" in Bush: Ethiopia, Ghana, India, Israel, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Mali, Nigeria, and Uganda.[385]

During a June 2007 visit to the predominantly Muslim[386] Albania[image: External link], Bush was greeted enthusiastically. Albania has a population of 2.8 million,[387] has troops in both Iraq and Afghanistan, and the country's government is highly supportive of American foreign policy.[388] A huge image of the President was hung in the middle of the capital city of Tirana[image: External link] flanked by Albanian and American flags while a local street was named after him.[389][390] A shirt-sleeved statue of Bush was unveiled in Fushë-Krujë[image: External link], a few kilometers northwest of Tirana[image: External link].[391] The Bush administration's support for the independence of Albanian-majority Kosovo, while endearing him to the Albanians[image: External link], has troubled U.S. relations with Serbia, leading to the February 2008 torching of the U.S. embassy in Belgrade[image: External link].[392]
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On May 7, 2005, during an official state visit to Latvia, Bush was awarded the Order of the Three Stars[image: External link] presented to him by President Vaira Vīķe-Freiberga[image: External link].[393] A few places outside the United States bear Bush's name. In 2005, the Tbilisi[image: External link] City Council voted to rename a street in honor of the U.S. president.[394] Previously known as Melaani Drive, the street links the Georgian[image: External link] capital's airport with the city center and was used by Bush's motorcade during his visit four months earlier.[395] A street in Tirana[image: External link], formerly known as Rruga Puntorët e Rilendjes, situated directly outside the Albanian Parliament[image: External link], was renamed after Bush a few days before he made the first-ever visit by an American president to Albania in June 2007.[396] In Jerusalem[image: External link], a small plaza with a monument bearing his name is also dedicated to Bush.[397]

In 2012, Estonian President Toomas Hendrik Ilves[image: External link] awarded Bush the Order of the Cross of Terra Mariana[image: External link] for his work in expanding NATO.[398]
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The George W. Bush presidency has been ranked among the worst in surveys of presidential scholars published in the late 2000s and 2010s.[14][15][16]

After his re-election in 2004, Bush received increasingly heated criticism[image: External link] from across the political spectrum[image: External link][6][7][8] for his handling of the Iraq War, Hurricane Katrina,[9][10][11] and other challenges. Amid this criticism, the Democratic Party[image: External link] regained control of Congress in the 2006 elections[image: External link]. In December 2007, the United States entered its longest post-World War II recession, often referred to as the "Great Recession[image: External link]", prompting the Bush administration to obtain congressional passage of multiple economic programs intended to preserve the country's financial system. Nationally, Bush was both one of the most popular and unpopular presidents in history, having received the highest recorded presidential approval ratings in the wake of the September 11 attacks, as well as one of the lowest approval ratings during the 2008 financial crisis[image: External link].[12]

For his part, Bush said in 2013, "Ultimately history will judge the decisions I made, and I won't be around because it will take time for the objective historians to show up. So I am pretty comfortable with it. I did what I did."[399]
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Following the inauguration of Barack Obama[image: External link], Bush and his family flew from Andrews Air Force Base[image: External link] to a homecoming celebration in Midland, Texas[image: External link], following which they returned to their ranch in Crawford, Texas[image: External link].[400] They bought a home in the Preston Hollow[image: External link] neighborhood of Dallas, Texas, where they settled down.[401]

He makes regular appearances at various events throughout the Dallas/Fort Worth area, most notably when he conducted the opening coin toss at the Dallas Cowboys[image: External link] first game in the team's new stadium[image: External link] in Arlington[image: External link][402] and an April 2009 visit to a Texas Rangers[image: External link] game, where he thanked the people of Dallas for helping him settle in and was met with a standing ovation.[403] He also attended every home playoff game for the Texas Rangers[image: External link] 2010 season and, accompanied by his father, threw out the ceremonial first pitch at Rangers Ballpark in Arlington[image: External link] for Game 4 of the 2010 World Series[image: External link] on October 31, 2010.[404]

On August 6, 2013, Bush was successfully treated for a coronary artery blockage[image: External link] with a stent. The blockage had been found during an annual medical examination[image: External link].[405]

In reaction to the 2016 shooting of Dallas police officers[image: External link], Bush stated: "Laura and I are heartbroken by the heinous acts of violence in our city last night. Murdering the innocent is always evil, never more so than when the lives taken belong to those who protect our families and communities."[406]
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Since leaving office, Bush has kept a relatively low profile[407] though he has made public appearances, most notably after the release of his memoirs in 2010 and for the 10th anniversary of the September 11 attacks[image: External link] in 2011. In March 2009, he delivered his first post-presidency speech in Calgary[image: External link], Alberta,[408][409] appeared via video on The Colbert Report[image: External link] during which he praised U.S. troops for earning a "special place in American history,"[410] and attended the funeral of Senator Ted Kennedy.[411] Bush made his debut as a motivational speaker on October 26 at the "Get Motivated" seminar in Dallas.[412] In the aftermath of the Fort Hood shooting[image: External link] that took place on November 5, 2009, in Texas, the Bushes paid an undisclosed visit to the survivors and victims' families the day following the shooting, having contacted the base commander requesting that the visit be private and not involve press coverage.[413]

Bush released his memoirs, Decision Points[image: External link], on November 9, 2010. During a pre-release appearance promoting the book, Bush said he considered his biggest accomplishment to be keeping "the country safe amid a real danger", and his greatest failure to be his inability to secure the passage of Social Security reform[image: External link].[414] He also made news defending his administration's enhanced interrogation techniques, specifically the waterboarding[image: External link] of Khalid Sheikh Mohammed[image: External link], saying, "I'd do it again to save lives."[415]

In 2012, he wrote the foreword of The 4% Solution: Unleashing the Economic Growth America Needs[image: External link], an economics book published by the George W. Bush Presidential Center[image: External link].[416][417] He also presented the book at the Parkland Memorial Hospital[image: External link] in Dallas, Texas.[418]

Bush appeared on NBC[image: External link]'s The Tonight Show with Jay Leno[image: External link] on November 19, 2013, along with the former First Lady[image: External link], Laura Bush. When asked by Leno why he does not comment publicly about the Obama administration[image: External link], Bush said, "I don't think it's good for the country to have a former president criticize his successor."[419] Despite this statement, on Saturday, April 25, 2015, Bush criticized President Barack Obama at a meeting of the Republican Jewish Coalition[image: External link] at the Venetian Hotel[image: External link] in Las Vegas. Bush criticized Obama's handling of Iran, specifically with respect to sanctions and a nuclear deal, saying: "You think the Middle East is chaotic now? Imagine what it looks like for our grandchildren. That's how Americans should view the deal." Bush also attacked Obama's withdrawal of U.S. troops from Iraq in 2011, calling it a "strategic blunder", borrowing a term that had been used by South Carolina Senator Lindsey Graham[image: External link].[420]

Alongside the 2014 United States–Africa Leaders Summit[image: External link], Bush, Michelle Obama[image: External link], the State Department, and the George W. Bush Institute[image: External link] hosted a daylong forum on education and health with the spouses of the African leaders attending the summit. Bush urged African leaders to avoid discriminatory laws that make the treatment of HIV/AIDS[image: External link] more difficult.[421]

Bush has spoken in favor of increased global participation of women in politics and societal matters in foreign countries.[422][423]

On November 2, 2014, Bush spoke at an event to 200 business and civic leaders at the George W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum to raise awareness for the upcoming Museum of the Bible[image: External link] in Washington D.C.[39][424]

Bush published a biography[image: External link] of his father, George Bush, called 41: A Portrait of My Father[image: External link]. It was released on November 11, 2014.[425]

In an interview published by Israel Hayom[image: External link] magazine on June 12, 2015, Bush said that "boots on the ground" would be needed in order to defeat the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link] (ISIS). He added that people had said during his Presidency that he should withdraw American troops from Iraq, but he chose the opposite, sending 30,000 more troops in order to defeat Al Qaeda in Iraq[image: External link], and that Al Qaeda in Iraq was defeated. Bush was also asked about Iran but declined to answer, stating that any answer he gives would be interpreted as undermining President Barack Obama.[426]

In February 2016, George W. Bush spoke and campaigned for his brother Jeb Bush[image: External link] in South Carolina during a rally for the Jeb Bush presidential campaign[image: External link] in the 2016 Republican Party presidential primaries[image: External link].[427]

While Bush endorsed the Republican Party's 2012 presidential nominee Mitt Romney, he declined to endorse[image: External link] the 2016 Republican nominee Donald Trump[428] and he did not attend the 2016 Republican National Convention[image: External link], which formally nominated Trump.[429] On the eve of Trump's nomination, it was reported that Bush had privately expressed concern about the current direction of the Republican Party and told a group of his former aides and advisors, "I'm worried that I will be the last Republican president."[430][431] Bush and his wife Laura did not vote for Trump in the 2016 presidential election[image: External link] according to a spokesperson for the Bush family, instead choosing to leave their presidential ballots blank.[432] After the election, Bush, his father, and his brother Jeb called Trump on the phone to congratulate him on his victory.[433] Both he and Laura attended Trump's inauguration[image: External link], and images of Bush struggling to put on a rain poncho[image: External link] during the ceremony became an internet meme[image: External link].[434]

In February 2017, Bush released a book of his own portraits of veterans called Portraits of Courage[image: External link] (full title: Portraits of Courage: A Commander in Chief's Tribute to America's Warriors.[435]
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In January 2010, at President Obama's request, Bush and Bill Clinton established the Clinton Bush Haiti Fund to raise contributions for relief and recovery efforts following the 2010 Haiti earthquake earlier that month.[436]

On May 2, 2011, President Obama called Bush, who was at a restaurant with his wife, to inform him that Osama bin Laden had been killed.[437] The Bushes joined the Obamas in New York City to mark the tenth anniversary of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. At the Ground Zero memorial, Bush read a letter[image: External link] that President Abraham Lincoln wrote to a widow who lost five sons during the Civil War.[438]
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After serving as president, Bush began painting[image: External link] as a hobby[image: External link] after reading Winston Churchill's essay "Painting as a Pastime". Subjects have included people, dogs, and still life[image: External link].[439] He has also painted self-portraits and portraits of world leaders, including Vladimir Putin and Tony Blair.[440][441][442]

In February 2017, Bush released a book of his own portraits of veterans called Portraits of Courage[image: External link].[435] The net proceeds from his book are donated to the George W. Bush Presidential Center[image: External link].

His paintings have been met with a lukewarm reception from some art critics. Bill Arning, director of the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston[image: External link], called his portraits "thickly painted in what I would call 'high-amateur' mode" and wrote, "I would say they need to be less based on photographic reproduction. You can tell when someone is taking a found photograph and making a painting out of it [...] I think he'd be well advised to work from other, multiple photographic sources or the real person to get a little bit more liveliness going on."[443]
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President Bush's legacy continues to develop today. Supporters credit Bush's counterterrorism policies with preventing another major terrorist attack from occurring in the US after 9/11 and also praise individual policies such as the Medicare[image: External link] prescription drug benefit and the AIDS relief program known as PEPFAR[image: External link]. Critics often point to his handling of the Iraq War[image: External link], specifically the failure to find weapons of mass destruction[image: External link], that were the main rationale behind the initial invasion—as well as his handling of tax policy[image: External link], Hurricane Katrina, climate change[image: External link] and the 2008 financial crisis[image: External link]—as proof that George W. Bush was unfit to be president.[444][445][446]

Several historians and commentators hold the view that Bush was one of the most consequential presidents in American history. Princeton University[image: External link] scholar Julian Zelizer described Bush's presidency as a "transformative" one, and said that "some people hate him, some people love him, but I do think he'll have a much more substantive perception as time goes on".[447] Bryon Williams of The Huffington Post[image: External link] referred to Bush as "the most noteworthy president since FDR" and said that the Patriot Act[image: External link] "increased authority of the executive branch at the expense of judicial opinions about when searches and seizures are reasonable" as evidence.[448] Bush's administration presided over the largest tax cuts since the Reagan administration[image: External link],[449] and his homeland security reforms proved to be the most significant expansion of the federal government since the Great Society[image: External link].[450] Much of these policies have endured in the administrations of his two immediate successors, Barack Obama and Donald Trump.[451][452] A 2010 Siena Research Institute[image: External link] survey of the opinions of historians, political scientists, and presidential scholars ranked him 39th out of 43 presidents. The survey respondents gave President Bush low ratings on his handling of the U.S. economy, communication, ability to compromise, foreign policy accomplishments, and intelligence.[453]

Among the public, his reputation has improved somewhat since his presidency ended in 2009. In February 2012, Gallup reported that "Americans still rate George W. Bush among the worst presidents, though their views have become more positive in the three years since he left office."[454] Gallup had earlier noted that Bush's favorability ratings in public opinion surveys had begun to rise a year after he had left office, from 40 percent in January 2009 and 35 percent in March 2009, to 45 percent in July 2010, a period during which he had remained largely out of the news.[455] Other pollsters have noted similar trends of slight improvement in Bush's personal favorability since the end of his presidency.[456] In April 2013, Bush's approval rating stood at 47 percent approval and 50 percent disapproval in a poll jointly conducted for The Washington Post and ABC[image: External link], his highest approval rating since December 2005. Bush had achieved notable gains among seniors, non-college whites, and moderate and conservative Democrats since leaving office, although majorities disapproved of his handling of the economy (53 percent) and the Iraq War (57 percent).[457] His 47 percent approval rating was equal to that of President Obama's in the same polling period.[458] A CNN[image: External link] poll conducted that same month found that 55 percent of Americans said Bush's presidency had been a failure, with opinions divided along party lines, and 43 percent of independents calling it a success.[459]
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National Governors Association





The National Governors Association (NGA) is an organization consisting of the governors of the states[image: External link], territories[image: External link] and commonwealths[image: External link] of the United States[image: External link]. The NGA's role is to act as a collective voice for governors on matters of national policy, as well as allowing governors to share best practices and coordinate inter-state initiatives. The organization was founded in 1908 as the National Governors' Conference.[1]
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 History




In 1907, the Conference of Governors[image: External link] was felt necessary by the Inland Waterways Commission[image: External link] to provide both state and national views relating to practical questions dealing with natural resources utilization and management in the Progressive Era[image: External link].[2] The NGA represents the governors[image: External link] of the fifty U.S. states[image: External link] and five U.S. territories[image: External link] (American Samoa[image: External link], Guam[image: External link], the Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link], Puerto Rico[image: External link], and the U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link]). It is funded primarily by state dues, federal grants and contracts, and private contributions.[3]

NGA serves as a key public policy[image: External link] liaison between the state governments[image: External link] and the federal government[image: External link]. NGA provides governors and their senior staff members with services that range from representing states on Capitol Hill[image: External link] and at the White House when discussing federal issues to developing policy reports on state programs and hosting networking[image: External link] seminars[image: External link] for state executive branch[image: External link] officials. The NGA Center for Best Practices focuses on state innovations and best practices[image: External link] on issues that range from education[image: External link] and health to technology[image: External link], welfare reform, and the environment[image: External link]. NGA also provides management[image: External link] and technical assistance to both new and incumbent[image: External link] governors.

NGA adopted a policy in 1977 formalizing its standard practice for many years: The position of NGA chair[image: External link] alternates yearly between Republican[image: External link] and Democratic[image: External link] governors, so that neither party can control the position for two consecutive years. The vice chair is usually of the opposite party to the chair, and generally assumes the role of chair the following year. The current NGA chair is Governor[image: External link] Terry McAuliffe of Virginia[image: External link], a Democrat. The vice chair is Governor[image: External link] Brian Sandoval[image: External link] of Nevada[image: External link], a Republican.

Bill Clinton is, to date, the only former chair of the organization to become President of the United States. Janet Napolitano became the first female chair in 2006.
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Formally adopted as policy in 1977, chairs preside for a one-year term and alternate party affiliation, which means that the same party never serves for two terms in a row.[4]
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	2015–2016 Gary Herbert, Utah[image: External link], R

	2014–2015 John Hickenlooper, Colorado[image: External link], D
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	2008–2009 Ed Rendell, Pennsylvania[image: External link], D
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	2001–2002 John Engler, Michigan[image: External link], R

	2000–2001 Parris Glendening, Maryland[image: External link], D

	1999–2000 Mike Leavitt, Utah[image: External link], R

	1998–1999 Tom Carper, Delaware[image: External link], D

	1997–1998 George Voinovich, Ohio[image: External link], R

	1996–1997 Bob Miller, Nevada[image: External link], D

	1995–1996 Tommy Thompson, Wisconsin[image: External link], R

	1994–1995 Howard Dean, Vermont[image: External link], D

	1993–1994 Carroll Campbell, South Carolina[image: External link], R

	1992–1993 Roy Romer, Colorado[image: External link], D

	1991–1992 John Ashcroft, Missouri[image: External link], R

	1990–1991 Booth Gardner, Washington[image: External link], D

	1989–1990 Terry Branstad, Iowa[image: External link], R

	1988–1989 Gerald Baliles, Virginia[image: External link], D

	1987–1988 John Sununu, New Hampshire[image: External link], R

	1986–1987 Bill Clinton, Arkansas, D

	1985–1986 Lamar Alexander, Tennessee[image: External link], R

	1984–1985 John Carlin, Kansas[image: External link], D

	1983–1984 Jim Thompson[image: External link], Illinois[image: External link], R

	1982–1983 Scott Matheson, Utah[image: External link], D

	1981–1982 Richard Snelling, Vermont[image: External link], R
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	1979–1980 Otis Bowen, Indiana[image: External link], R
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	1957–1958 William Stratton, Illinois[image: External link], R
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	1955–1956 Arthur Langlie, Washington[image: External link], R
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	1943–1944 Leverett Saltonstall, Massachusetts[image: External link], R

	1942–1943 Herbert O'Conor, Maryland[image: External link], D

	1941–1942 Harold Stassen, Minnesota[image: External link], R

	1940–1941 William Vanderbilt, Rhode Island[image: External link], R

	1939–1940 Lloyd Stark, Missouri[image: External link], D

	1937–1939 Robert Cochran, Nebraska[image: External link], D

	1936–1937 George Peery, Virginia[image: External link], D

	1934–1936 Paul McNutt, Indiana[image: External link], D

	1933–1934 Jim Rolph, California[image: External link], R

	1932–1933 John Pollard, Virginia[image: External link], D

	1930–1932 Norman Case, Rhode Island[image: External link], R

	1928–1930 George Dern, Utah[image: External link], D

	1927–1928 Adam McMullen, Nebraska[image: External link], R
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	1922–1924 Channing Cox, Massachusetts[image: External link], R
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	1918 Emerson Harrington, Maryland[image: External link], D
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	1914–1915 David Walsh, Massachusetts[image: External link], D

	1911–1914 Francis McGovern, Wisconsin[image: External link], R

	1908–1911 Augustus Willson, Kentucky[image: External link], R
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National Governors Conference (Mexico)[image: External link] ... a similar organization in Mexico

	United States Conference of Mayors[image: External link]
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Lamar Alexander






For other people named Andrew Alexander, see Andrew Alexander (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Andrew Lamar Alexander Jr. (born July 3, 1940) is an American politician from Tennessee.

Alexander is the Senior[image: External link] United States Senator from Tennessee[image: External link], having served in the United States Senate since 2003. A member of the Republican Party[image: External link], Alexander served as the Conference Chair of the Republican Party in the US Senate from 2007 to 2012.

Born in Maryville, Tennessee[image: External link], Alexander is a graduate of Vanderbilt University[image: External link], Nashville, Tennessee, and New York University School of Law[image: External link]. He served a the 45th[image: External link] Governor of Tennessee[image: External link] from 1979 to 1987. After a lengthy vacation in Australia with his family that he wrote about in a book entitled, Six Months Off, he served as the President of the University of Tennessee from 1988 to 1991, and as the United States Secretary of Education[image: External link] from 1991 to 1993.
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 Early life




Alexander was born in Maryville, Tennessee[image: External link], where he was raised, the son of Genevra Floreine (née Rankin), a preschool teacher, and Andrew Lamar Alexander, Sr., a high school principal.[1][2] His family is of Scotch-Irish descent[image: External link].[2] He attended Maryville High School[image: External link], where he was Class President,[2] and was elected Governor of Tennessee Boys State[image: External link]. He is an Eagle Scout[image: External link], and received the Distinguished Eagle Scout Award[image: External link].[3]
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 Education




In 1962, Alexander graduated from Vanderbilt University[image: External link], Nashville, Tennessee, Phi Beta Kappa, with a Bachelor of Arts in Latin American History[image: External link], and he was a member of Sigma Chi[image: External link] Fraternity.[4][1] He was the Editor of The Vanderbilt Hustler[image: External link], the primary student newspaper on campus, and he advocated for the open admission of African Americans.[5] At Vanderbilt, he was a member of the Track and Field Team.[6] In 1965, he obtained his Juris Doctor from the New York University School of Law[image: External link].
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 Family life




In 1969, Alexander married Leslee "Honey" Buhler,[7] who grew up in Victoria, Texas[image: External link], and graduated from Smith College[image: External link] in Massachusetts.[8] They had met during a softball game for Senate staff members. Together they have four children: Drew, Leslee, Kathryn, and Will.
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Alexander is a classical[image: External link] and country[image: External link] pianist. He began taking lessons at age 3, and won several competitions as a child.[2] In April 2007, he played piano on singer Patti Page[image: External link]'s re-recording of her 1950 hit "Tennessee Waltz[image: External link]". He appeared on the record at the invitation of record executive Mike Curb[image: External link]. Alexander and Page performed the song live at an April 4th fundraiser for his Senatorial re-election campaign in Nashville[image: External link]'s Schermerhorn Symphony Center[image: External link].[9]

Alexander is a member of Sons of the Revolution[image: External link].[10]
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 Publication




After a lengthy vacation in Australia with his family in the late 1980's, Alexander wrote about their adventure in a book entitled, Six Months Off. [11]
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 Career
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 Early political career




After graduating from law school, Alexander clerked for United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit[image: External link] Judge John Minor Wisdom[image: External link] in New Orleans, Louisiana, from 1965 to 1966.[12]

In 1967, Alexander worked as a Legislative Assistant for Senator Howard Baker[image: External link]. While a staffer, he was briefly roommates with future U.S. Senator Trent Lott[image: External link], and met his future wife at a staffer softball game. In 1969, he worked for Bryce Harlow[image: External link], President Richard Nixon's executive assistant.[12] In 1970, he moved back to Tennessee, serving as campaign manager for Memphis dentist Winfield Dunn[image: External link]'s successful gubernatorial bid.[1] Dunn was the first Republican in 50 years to win the governorship.[13] After this campaign, Alexander worked as a partner in the Nashville law firm of Dearborn and Ewing.[1] Meanwhile, Alexander rented a garage apartment[image: External link] to Thomas W. Beasley[image: External link], a student at the Vanderbilt Law School[image: External link] who later co-founded Corrections Corporation of America[image: External link].[14]

The Tennessee State Constitution[image: External link] at the time prevented governors from serving consecutive terms, so with Dunn unable to run, Alexander sought the party's nomination for Governor in 1974. He defeated his two chief opponents, Commissioner of Mental Health Nat T. Winston, Jr.[image: External link], and Southwestern Company[image: External link] president Dortch Oldham, 120,773 votes to 90,980 and 35,683, respectively.[15] He faced the Democratic[image: External link] nominee, Ray Blanton[image: External link], a former Congressman and unsuccessful 1972 Senate candidate, in the general election. Blanton attacked Alexander for his service under Nixon, who had resigned in disgrace several months earlier as a result of the Watergate scandal, and defeated Alexander on election day, 576,833 votes to 455,467.[13]

After the 1974 campaign, Alexander returned to the practice of law.[13] In 1974, TIME Magazine[image: External link] named Alexander one of the 200 Faces of the Future.[16] In 1977, Alexander once again worked in Baker's Washington office following Baker's election as Senate Minority Leader[image: External link].[13]
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 Governor of Tennessee




Although the Tennessee State Constitution[image: External link] had been amended in early 1978 to allow a governor to succeed himself, Blanton chose not to seek re-election, due to a number of scandals. Alexander once again ran for governor, and made a name for himself by walking from Mountain City[image: External link] in the far northeast of the state to Memphis[image: External link] in the far southwest, a distance of 1,022 miles (1,645 km), wearing a red and black flannel shirt that would become something of a trademark for him.[1][17][18] Investigative news reports disclosed late during the 1978 Tennessee gubernatorial[image: External link] campaign revealed that Alexander once transferred the non-profit[image: External link] charter[image: External link] of a Christian church[image: External link] to his Ruby Tuesday[image: External link] restaurant in order to sell liquor-by-the-drink in the once "dry town[image: External link]" of Gatlinburg, Tennessee[image: External link].[19]

After winning the Republican nomination with nearly 86% of the vote, he defeated Knoxville[image: External link] banker Jake Butcher[image: External link] in the November 1978 election, 665,847 votes to 523,013.[13]

In early 1979, a furor ensued over pardons[image: External link] made by Governor Blanton, whose administration was already under investigation in a cash-for-clemency scandal.[20][21] Since the state constitution is somewhat vague on when a governor must be sworn in, several political leaders from both parties, including Lieutenant Governor[image: External link] John S. Wilder[image: External link] and State House[image: External link] Speaker Ned McWherter[image: External link], arranged for Alexander to be sworn in on January 17, 1979, three days earlier than the traditional inauguration day, to prevent Blanton from signing more pardons.[21] Wilder later called the move " impeachment[image: External link] Tennessee-style."

In February 1979, shortly after his inauguration, Alexander created an Office of Ombudsman, which was charged with cutting government red tape[image: External link].[1] He also gave state employees a 7% raise,[13] and replaced state prisoners working at the Governor's Mansion[image: External link] with a paid staff.[2] One of Alexander's biggest accomplishments as governor was the relationship he cultivated with the Japanese corporate community, which resulted in the construction of a $500 million Nissan[image: External link] plant in Smyrna[image: External link] in 1982, the largest single investment in the state's history up to the time.[22]

In 1982 Alexander took advantage of the 1978 constitutional amendment allowing governors to serve a second consecutive four-year term. He ran again and defeated Knoxville mayor Randy Tyree[image: External link], 737,963 votes to 500,937,.[13] During his second term, he served as chairman of the National Governors Association from 1985 to 1986, and was chair of the President's Commission on American Outdoors, 1985 to 1986.[1] He also oversaw the "Tennessee Homecoming" in 1986, in which local communities launched numerous projects that focused on state and local heritage.[23]

In 1983, Alexander implemented his "Better Schools" program, which standardized basic skills for all students, and increased math, science and computer education.[24] A portion of this plan, known as "Master Teachers," or "Career Ladder," called for income supplements for the state's top teachers. Due to staunch opposition from the Tennessee Education Association, which derided the plan's method of teacher evaluations, the bill initially died in the state legislature. Later that year, Alexander convinced House Speaker Ned McWherter[image: External link] to support an amended version of the bill, which passed.[22]

After opting out of the 1984 US Senate contest for the open seat of retiring Majority Leader Howard Baker[image: External link], Alexander was constitutionally ineligible for a third term and stepped down from the governorship on January 17, 1987.
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 President of the University of Tennessee




Alexander along with his family moved to Australia for a time. While there he wrote a book titled Six Months Off.[25] Upon returning to Tennessee, he served as President of the University of Tennessee[image: External link] from 1988 to 1991.
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 United States Secretary of Education




Alexander served as the United States Secretary of Education[image: External link] from 1991 to 1993. As Education Secretary, he sparked controversy after he approved Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and Schools[image: External link] (TRACS) to accredit schools[image: External link] despite an advisory panel that repeatedly recommended against it in 1991 and 1987.[26][27][28][29]

In 1993, Steve Levicoff[image: External link] published a book-length critical discussion of TRACS and Alexander's decision in When The TRACS Stop Short.[30][31]

Former Department of Education employee and writer Lisa Schiffren has stated that, "His fortune is founded on sweetheart deals not available to the general public, and a series of cozy sinecures provided by local businessmen. Such deals are not illegal..." Schiffren further notes that, in 1987, Alexander helped found Corporate Child Care Management, Inc. (now known as Bright Horizons Family Solutions[image: External link] Inc.), a company that – via a merger – is now the nation's largest provider of worksite day care. While businessman Jack C. Massey[image: External link] spent $2 million on this enterprise, Alexander co-founded the company with only $5,000 of stock which increased in value to $800,000, a 15,900 percent return within four years. Also in 1987, he a wrote a never-cashed investment check for $10,000 to Christopher Whittle[image: External link] for shares in Whittle Communications that increased in value to $330,000. In 1991, Alexander's house just purchased for $570,000 was sold to Whittle for $977,500. Alexander's wife obtained an $133,000 profit from her $8,900 investment in a company created to privatize prisons. Alexander frequently shifted assets to his wife's name, yet such transfers are not legal under federal ethics and security laws.[32] In his 2005 US Senate financial disclosure report, he listed personal ownership of BFAM (Bright Horizons Family Solutions) stock valued (at that time) between $1 million and $5 million. He taught about the American character as a faculty member at Harvard University[image: External link]'s Kennedy School of Government[image: External link].[33]
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 United States Presidential bids




Alexander made two unsuccessful runs for President of the United States in 1996[image: External link] and in 2000[image: External link]. In 1996, he finished 3rd in the Iowa Caucus[image: External link] and New Hampshire Primary, and dropped out before the Super Tuesday primaries. After dropping out of the race, Alexander took on an advisory role in the Dole/Kemp campaign. In 2000, during his second candidacy, he traveled around the US in a Ford Explorer[image: External link], eschewing a campaign bus[image: External link] or plane, and that journey lasted less than six months, having been announced 9 March 1999, and was withdrawn on 16 August 1999, after a poor showing in the Ames Straw Poll[image: External link], both times in Nashville, Tennessee[image: External link].[34][35]
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 US Senate career




Despite vowing not to return to elective office, Alexander was nevertheless persuaded by the White House to run for the open seat of retiring Senator Fred Thompson[image: External link] in 2002. Seen as a moderate Republican by Tennessee standards, his candidacy was vigorously opposed by conservatives, who instead supported US Representative – and a House manager during the 1998 impeachment of Bill Clinton, Ed Bryant[image: External link]. Alexander was better-funded and armed with more prominent endorsements, however, and edged Bryant in the primary, 295,052 votes to 233,678.[36] Democrats had high hopes of retaking the seat that they lost in 1994 with their candidate, US Representative Bob Clement[image: External link], a member of a prominent political family. However, Clement's campaign never really caught on, and Alexander defeated him in the general election with 54 percent of the vote. With his election to the US Senate, he became the first Tennessean to be popularly elected both governor and senator. At the age of 62, Alexander also became the oldest elected freshman US senator from Tennessee since Democrat Lawrence D. Tyson[image: External link] in 1924.

In 2006, a newly discovered species of springtail found in Great Smoky Mountains National Park[image: External link] was named Cosberella lamaralexanderi[image: External link] in Alexander's honor, because of his support of scientific research funding in the park and because the springtails' patterning is reminiscent of the plaid[image: External link] shirts Alexander typically wears while campaigning.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Iraq




Before the Iraq War[image: External link] began, Alexander supported sending troops to Iraq and expressed his agreement with President Bush that Iraq must be dealt with immediately.[37] A year after the war began, Alexander stated that the Iraq War had provided "lessons" to the nation, but went on to say that American troops should not be withdrawn, saying "It would be even worse if we left before the job was done."[38] In 2007, Alexander touted implementing the Iraq Study Group[image: External link] recommendations, noting that he believes Bush will be viewed as a Truman[image: External link]-esque figure if he implements the Group's recommendations.[39][40]
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 Health care reform




On July 15, 2009, Alexander voted against President Obama's health care reform bill in the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee[image: External link].[41] Alexander stated that he opposed the bill because he says it will result in higher state taxes, an increased federal debt, government-run health care, and Medicare cuts, and instead supports a different approach to reform.[42] Alexander voted against the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link] in December 2009,[43] and he voted against the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010[image: External link].[44]
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 Bipartisanship




According to the 2009 annual vote studies by Congressional Quarterly[image: External link], Alexander is one of the most bipartisan Republican members of the Senate.[45] According to National Journal[image: External link]’s 2009 Vote Ratings, he was ranked as the 32nd most conservative member in the Senate.[46]

Alexander broke ranks with conservative Senate Republicans when he announced his support for the nomination of Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor.[47]
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 Gun laws




In April 2013, Senator Alexander was one of forty-six senators to vote against the passing of a bill which would have expanded background checks for all gun buyers. Alexander voted with 40 Republicans and 5 Democrats to stop the bill.[48]
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 National security




Alexander critiqued President Donald Trump's 2017 executive order[image: External link] to temporarily curtail immigration from 7 Muslim-majority countries with increased terrorism risk until better screening methods were devised. He stated that the executive order was "inconsistent with our American character."[49]
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 Committee assignments





	
Committee on Appropriations[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Defense[image: External link]

	
Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development[image: External link] (Chairman)

	Subcommittee on Interior, Enviornment, and Related Agencies[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies[image: External link]





	
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Energy[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on National Parks[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests and Mining[image: External link]





	
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions[image: External link] (Chairman)

	
Subcommittee on Children and Families[image: External link] (Ex Officio)

	
Subcommittee on Employment and Workplace Safety[image: External link] (Ex Officio)

	
Subcommittee on Primary Health and Aging[image: External link] (Ex Officio)





	Committee on Rules and Administration[image: External link]
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 Caucus memberships





	International Conservation Caucus[image: External link]

	Sportsmen's Caucus

	
Tennessee Valley Authority[image: External link] Caucus (Co-Chair)
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 Legislation sponsored




The following is an incomplete list of legislation that Alexander introduced in the Senate.


	
PREEMIE Reauthorization Act (S. 252; 113th Congress)[image: External link] – a bill that would reauthorize research programs on preterm births[image: External link] that are run by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention[image: External link].[50] It would also authorize grants and demonstration programs to be run by the Health Resources and Services Administration[image: External link] that will try to decrease preterm births. It passed the Senate on September 25, 2013.[51]


	Exchange Information Disclosure Act – a bill that would require the government to report on the number of visitors and enrollees on the federal government's healthcare exchanges, as well as what level of insurance coverage people buy on the exchanges. The bill would apply only to the federally-run healthcare exchanges, which cover 36 states, not the state-run exchanges, according to Ripon Advance. On January 16, 2014, the U.S. House passed the bill.[52] Its companion bill Exchange Information Disclosure Act (H.R. 3362; 113th Congress)[image: External link] was introduced in the House by Rep. Lee Terry (R, NE-2)[image: External link].[53]
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 Republican leadership




In late 2006, Alexander announced that he had secured the requisite number of votes to become the Republican Party[image: External link]'s Minority Whip[image: External link] in the Senate during the 110th Congress[image: External link]. Even though he was seen as the preferred choice of Minority Leader Mitch McConnell[image: External link] and the Bush Administration, he lost the election to former Senate Majority Leader[image: External link] Trent Lott[image: External link] by one vote (25–24).[54]

Alexander would get a second shot at entering his party's leadership a year later when Lott announced his intent to resign from the Senate by the end of 2007. Sen. Jon Kyl[image: External link] of Arizona, then Chairman of the Senate Republican Conference[image: External link], ran for Whip and was elected without opposition. With the Conference Chair vacant, Alexander announced that he would seek the position.[55] He would go on to defeat Sen. Richard Burr[image: External link] of North Carolina by a margin of 31–16.[56]

Alexander stepped down as Conference Chairman in January 2012, citing his desire to foster consensus. He said, "I want to do more to make the Senate a more effective institution so that it can deal better with serious issues." He added, "For these same reasons, I do not plan to seek a leadership position in the next Congress", ending speculation that he would run for the position of Republican Whip after Jon Kyl retired in 2013.[57]
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 2008 re-election campaign




Main article: Tennessee United States Senate election, 2008[image: External link]


In April 2007, Alexander announced he would run for re-election to the Senate in 2008.[58]

Alexander was favored throughout the entire campaign, due to his long history in Tennessee politics and a disorganized Democratic opposition. His rivals were former state Democratic Party Chairman Bob Tuke[image: External link], who won a heated primary, and Libertarian candidate Daniel T. Lewis[image: External link].

Alexander won reelection in a landslide, taking 65 percent of the vote to Tuke's 32 percent. Alexander also carried all but one of Tennessee's 95 counties; he lost only in Haywood County[image: External link] in western Tennessee, which was secured by Tuke. He won the normally Democratic strongholds of Davidson[image: External link] and Shelby[image: External link] counties—home to Nashville and Memphis[image: External link], respectively. Alexander also benefitted from riding the coattails[image: External link] of John McCain, who won the state with a solid majority.
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 2013 Presidential inauguration role




As Co-Chairman of the Joint Congressional Inaugural Committee, Alexander was one of the speakers at the Second inauguration of Barack Obama[image: External link] on 21 January 2013, alongside the Committee's chair, Senator Charles Schumer[image: External link].
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 2014 Senatorial re-election campaign




Main article: United States Senate election in Tennessee, 2014[image: External link]


In December 2012, Alexander announced he would be seeking re-election to a third Senate term in 2014.[59] Alexander's campaign had a war chest of $3.1 million in cash going into his 2014 re-election bid.[60]

In an August 2013 letter to Alexander signed by over 20 Tennessee tea-party[image: External link] groups, the groups called on Alexander to retire from the Senate in 2014, or face a primary challenge.[61] The letter stated: "During your tenure in the Senate we have no doubt that you voted in a way which you felt was appropriate. Unfortunately, our great nation can no longer afford compromise and bipartisanship, two traits for which you have become famous. America faces serious challenges and needs policymakers who will defend conservative values[image: External link], not work with those who are actively undermining those values."[62][63]

Although Alexander was initially thought to be vulnerable to a primary challenge from the right, he worked to avoid this and ultimately did not face a high-profile challenger. He declared his intention to run early, quickly won the endorsement of Governor[image: External link] Bill Haslam[image: External link], every living former Tennessee Republican Party[image: External link] Chairman and the state's entire Republican congressional delegation[image: External link] (except scandal-hit Scott DesJarlais[image: External link]). He also raised a large amount of money and worked to avoid the mistakes of ousted Senators Bob Bennett[image: External link] and Richard Lugar by trying to stay in touch with his constituents, especially in East Tennessee[image: External link]. Moreover, out-of-state conservative organizations such as the Senate Conservatives Fund[image: External link] made little effort to defeat Alexander.[64]

Alexander won the Republican primary, defeating State Representative[image: External link] and Tea Party challenger Joe Carr[image: External link]. However, Alexander recorded the lowest winning percentage (49.7%) and lowest margin of victory (9.2 points) ever in a primary for a Republican U.S. Senator from Tennessee. Carr won a larger percentage of the vote (40.5%) than the previous 11 challengers to sitting Republican U.S. Senators in Tennessee history combined (40.3%).[65]

Alexander won the general election with 62% of the vote.
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 Electoral history






	Tennessee US Senate Election, 2014



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Lamar Alexander
	849,748
	61.9
	



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Gordon Ball
	437,175
	31.8
	






	Tennessee US Senate Republican Primary Election, 2014



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	Republican
	Lamar Alexander
	331,705
	49.7



	Republican
	Joe Carr[image: External link]
	271,324
	40.6



	Republican
	George Shea Flinn
	34,668
	5.2



	Republican
	Christian Agnew
	11,320
	1.7



	Republican
	Brenda Lenard
	7,908
	1.2



	Republican
	John King
	7,748
	1.2



	Republican
	Erin Kent Magee
	3,366
	0.5






	Tennessee US Senate Election, 2008



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Lamar Alexander
	1,571,637
	67.3
	+13.0



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Bob Tuke[image: External link]
	762,779
	32.6
	






	Tennessee US Senate Election, 2002



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Lamar Alexander
	888,223
	54.3
	



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Bob Clement[image: External link]
	726,510
	44.2
	






	Tennessee US Senate Republican Primary Election, 2002



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	Republican
	Lamar Alexander
	295,052
	53.8



	Republican
	Ed Bryant
	233,678
	42.6



	Republican
	Mary Taylor-Shelby
	5,589
	1.0



	Republican
	June Griffin
	4,930
	0.9



	Republican
	Michael Brent Todd
	4,002
	0.7



	Republican
	James DuBose
	3,572
	0.7



	Republican
	Christopher Fenner
	1,552
	0.3



	Republican
	Write-ins
	102
	0.0






	Tennessee Gubernatorial Election, 1982



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Lamar Alexander
	737,693
	59.56
	+3.72



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Randy Tyree
	500,937
	40.44
	






	Tennessee Gubernatorial Election, 1978



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Lamar Alexander
	661,959
	55.84
	



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Jake Butcher[image: External link]
	523,495
	44.16
	






	Tennessee Gubernatorial Election, 1974



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Ray Blanton[image: External link]
	576,833
	55.88
	



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Lamar Alexander
	455,467
	44.12
	




United States presidential election, 1996[image: External link] (Republican primaries):[66]


	
Bob Dole – 9,024,742 (58.82%)

	
Pat Buchanan – 3,184,943 (20.76%)

	
Steve Forbes – 1,751,187 (11.41%)

	Lamar Alexander – 495,590 (3.23%)

	
Alan Keyes – 471,716 (3.08%)

	
Richard Lugar – 127,111 (0.83%)

	Unpledged delegates – 123,278 (0.80%)

	
Phil Gramm – 71,456 (0.47%)

	
Bob Dornan[image: External link] – 42,140 (0.28%)

	
Morry Taylor – 21,180 (0.14%)



Republican Senate Minority Whip[67]


	
Trent Lott[image: External link] (MS) – 25 (51.02%)

	Lamar Alexander (TN) – 24 (48.98%)



Senate Republican Conference Chairman:[68]


	Lamar Alexander (TN) – 31 (65.96%)

	
Richard Burr[image: External link] (NC) – 16 (34.04%)
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 See also





	Lobbying in the United States[image: External link]
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John H. Sununu






John Henry Sununu (born July 2, 1939) is a Cuban-born American politician who served as the 75th Governor[image: External link] of New Hampshire[image: External link] (1983–89) and later White House Chief of Staff under President George H. W. Bush. He is the father of John E. Sununu[image: External link], the former United States Senator[image: External link] from New Hampshire, and Christopher Sununu[image: External link], the governor of New Hampshire. Sununu was the chairman of the New Hampshire Republican Party[image: External link] from 2009 to 2011.
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 Early life




Sununu was born in Havana[image: External link], Cuba[image: External link], the son of Victoria (née Dada) and John Saleh Sununu, an international film distributor.[1] His father's family came to the United States from the Middle East at the turn of the century. His paternal ancestry is Lebanese[image: External link] from the Orthodox Church[image: External link] community in Jerusalem[image: External link]. His father, John, was born in Boston. Most of the last two generations of Sununus were also born in the United States. Sununu's mother, Victoria Dada, was born in El Salvador. Her family was Greek Orthodox Christian[image: External link] and settled in Central America[image: External link] at the turn of the century. Most of his closest relatives in Beirut have died, including an uncle who returned to the Lebanese capital from the United States several years ago.[ when?[image: External link]] The Governor paid his last visit to Beirut as a child in the late 1940s.[2]

He earned a bachelor of science[image: External link] degree in 1961, a master of science[image: External link] degree in 1963, and a Ph.D.[image: External link] in 1966 from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link], all in mechanical engineering[image: External link].[3] He is a member of Phi Sigma Kappa[image: External link] fraternity.

From 1966 to 1982, he taught at Tufts University[image: External link], where he served as an associate professor of mechanical engineering. He was the associate dean of the University's College of Engineering from 1968 to 1973.[3] As of 1988, Sununu retained his title and family tuition benefits from Tufts during an "extremely rare" unpaid six-year leave of absence that coincided with his governorship.[4] He served on the Advisory Board of the Technology and Policy Program at MIT from 1984 until 1989.[3]

A Republican[image: External link], Sununu served in the New Hampshire House of Representatives[image: External link] from 1973 to 1975.[5]
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 Governor




Sununu became New Hampshire[image: External link]'s 75th Governor on January 6, 1983, and served three consecutive terms. He was the first Hispanic Governor of New Hampshire. Sununu served as chairman of the Coalition of Northeastern Governors, the Republican Governors Association[image: External link] and, in 1987, the National Governors Association.
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 White House Chief of Staff




Sununu was the first White House Chief of Staff for George H. W. Bush, serving from 1989 to 1991.

Sununu is considered to have engineered Bush's mid-term abandonment of his 1988 campaign[image: External link] promise of "no new taxes".[6]

Sununu is responsible for recommending David Souter of New Hampshire to President[image: External link] George H. W. Bush for appointment to the Supreme Court of the United States, at the behest of his close friend, then-U.S. Senator and fellow New Hampshirite Warren Rudman[image: External link]. The Wall Street Journal described the events leading up to the appointment of the "liberal jurist" in a 2000 editorial, saying Rudman in his "Yankee Republican liberalism" took "pride in recounting how he sold Mr. Souter to gullible White House chief of staff John Sununu as a confirmable conservative. Then they both sold the judge to President Bush, who wanted above all else to avoid a confirmation battle [after Robert Bork[image: External link]]."[7] Rudman wrote in his memoir that he had "suspected all along" that Souter would not "overturn activist liberal precedents."[8] Sununu later said that he had "a lot of disappointment" about Souter's positions on the Court and would have preferred him to be more similar to Justice Antonin Scalia[image: External link].[8]

Time magazine dubbed Sununu "Bush's Bad Cop" on the front cover on May 21, 1990.[9]

At the recommendation of George W. Bush,[10] Sununu resigned his White House post on December 4, 1991.[11][12] He remained at the White House as Counselor to the President[image: External link] until March 1, 1992.[13]
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 Television




Sununu co-hosted CNN[image: External link]'s nightly Crossfire[image: External link] from March 1992 until February 1998.
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 Business




From 1963 until 1983, he served as President of JHS Engineering Company and Thermal Research Inc. In addition, he helped establish and served as chief engineer for Astro Dynamics Inc. from 1960 until 1965.

Sununu is President of JHS Associates, Ltd. and is a partner in Trinity International Partners, a private financial firm.

Sununu is a member of the National Academy of Engineering[image: External link] and a member of the Board of Trustees for the George (H.W.) Bush Presidential Library Foundation.

He is also a member of Honorary Council of Advisors for U.S.-Azerbaijan Chamber of Commerce[image: External link] (USACC).[14]
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 Personal life




He is married to the former Nancy Hayes, and they have eight children, including former U.S. Senator John E. Sununu[image: External link] and Chris Sununu[image: External link], formerly a member of the New Hampshire Executive Council[image: External link] and currently the Governor of New Hampshire[image: External link]. In recent years, he moved to Hampton Falls, New Hampshire[image: External link]. He and his wife were subsequently elected as the town's honorary hog reeves[image: External link] and poundkeepers[image: External link].[15] The title is usually given to an unsuspecting newcomer each year. The Sununus had recently moved from Salem to Hampton Falls to be closer to relatives.

Sununu's daughter Cathy is the president of the Portsmouth Museum of Art in Portsmouth, New Hampshire[image: External link].[16]

An urban legend[image: External link] was started in 2013, claiming that Sununu had met the eligibility requirements for the Mega Society[image: External link], the world's most exclusive high-IQ society, which claims to accept only those who score in the 99.9999th percentile on IQ tests, even though no IQ test purports to determine intelligence to such a high level of accuracy ( Mensa[image: External link], the world's largest high IQ society[image: External link], accepts scores in the 98th percentile).[17] However, Sununu has denied ever taking such a test.
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 Controversies




Sununu angered some when he was the only governor of a U.S. state not to call for repeal of the controversial UN General Assembly Resolution 3379[image: External link] ("Zionism is Racism"). He later reversed his position on this issue and supported the Republicans' pro- Israel[image: External link] 1988 platform.[18]

As White House Chief of Staff, Sununu reportedly took personal trips, for skiing and other purposes, and classified them as official, for purposes such as conservation or promoting the Thousand Points of Light[image: External link].[19] The Washington Post wrote that Sununu's jets "took him to fat-cat Republican fund-raisers, ski lodges, golf resorts and even his dentist in Boston."[19] Sununu had paid the government only $892 for his more than $615,000 worth of military jet travel.[20] Sununu said that his use of the jets was necessary because he had to be near a telephone at all times for reasons of national security.[21] Sununu became the subject of much late-night television humor over the incident.[19] Sununu worsened the situation shortly afterwards when, after leaking rumors of financial difficulties in his family, he traveled to a rare stamp auction at Christie's[image: External link] auction house in New York City from Washington in a government limousine[image: External link], spending $5,000 on rare stamps.[22] Sununu then sent the car and driver back to Washington unoccupied while he returned on a corporate jet.[22] In the course of one week, 45 newspapers ran editorials on Sununu, nearly all of them critical of his actions.[23] Sununu resigned his White House post on December 4, 1991.

Sununu repaid over $47,000 to the government for the flights on the orders of White House counsel C. Boyden Gray[image: External link], with the help of the Republican Party[image: External link].[24] However, the reimbursements were at commercial rates, which are about one-tenth the cost of the actual flights; one ski trip to Vail, Colorado[image: External link] alone had cost taxpayers $86,330.[25]
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 In pop culture




In the 1991 police comedy film The Naked Gun 2½: The Smell of Fear[image: External link], Sununu is played by Peter Van Norden.[26]

In January 1995, John Sununu made a cameo appearance on the first episode of the Delta Burke[image: External link] CBS[image: External link] sitcom, Women of the House[image: External link], titled "Miss Sugarbaker Goes to Washington". In the episode, Suzanne Sugarbaker[image: External link] is a guest on the CNN[image: External link] political program, Crossfire[image: External link]. Michael Kinsley[image: External link] also appears.

In the 1996 film Mystery Science Theater 3000: The Movie[image: External link], a clip (from This Island Earth[image: External link]) of a jet plane prompts Tom Servo[image: External link] to quip, "John Sununu goes for a haircut."

Sununu is also referenced in the Family Guy[image: External link] episode "A Picture Is Worth a 1,000 Bucks[image: External link]".
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 Political endorsements




After the first Presidential debate, on September 26, 2016, Sununu endorsed Donald J. Trump[image: External link] for President of the United States.[27] Earlier, he had called Trump “dumb,” “a loser” and “a political chameleon”.[28]
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Frank D. White






For other people named Frank White, see Frank White (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Frank Durward White (June 4, 1933 – May 21, 2003) was an American banker and politician who served as the 41st[image: External link] Governor[image: External link] of the U.S. state of Arkansas. He served a single two-year term from 1981 to 1983. He is one of two people to have defeated Bill Clinton in an election, the other being former U.S. Representative[image: External link] John Paul Hammerschmidt of Harrison, Arkansas[image: External link].
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 Early years, family, education




White was born on June 4, 1933[1] in Texarkana[image: External link] in Bowie County, Texas[image: External link], as Durward Frank Kyle, Jr.[3] His father, Durward Frank Kyle, died when White was seven, and White's mother, the former Ida Bottoms Clark, married Loftin E. White of Highland Park, Texas[image: External link].[3] He took his stepfather's name and became "Frank Durward White".[3] After the death of the stepfather in 1950, the Whites returned to Texarkana.[3] White enrolled in the New Mexico Military Institute[image: External link] in Roswell, New Mexico[image: External link] but was subsequently recommended to the U.S. Naval Academy[image: External link] in Annapolis, Maryland[image: External link], by then U.S. Senator[image: External link] John L. McClellan[image: External link] of Arkansas.[3][4] He graduated from the academy with a bachelor of science[image: External link] degree in engineering[image: External link] in 1956.[3] He also excelled in the study of Spanish[image: External link]. Though he was a Naval Academy graduate, White became a pilot[image: External link] in the United States Air Force.[3] One of his first missions in the Air Force, in 1957, was to fly members of the 101st Airborne Division[image: External link] from Kentucky[image: External link] to Little Rock in the Little Rock Integration Crisis[image: External link].[4] White was discharged from the Air Force in 1961 with the rank of Captain[image: External link].[3]

From his first marriage to Mary Blue Hollenberg, a member of a prominent Little Rock family, White had three children.[3] In 1975, two years after his divorce[image: External link], White married Gay Daniels, who survived him.[3] White and Daniels acquired custody of the children from his first marriage, but they had no children together.[3]

White was baptized[image: External link] as a youth in the Christian[image: External link] faith at Beech Street First Baptist Church in Texarkana (Miller County, Arkansas[image: External link]), later pastored by future Republican Governor Michael Dale "Mike" Huckabee.[3] He and Gay attended the First United Methodist[image: External link] Church in downtown Little Rock for a short time. They left the Methodist congregation and, with other couples, established the fundamentalist[image: External link] Fellowship Bible[image: External link] Church.[3]
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 Business career




In 1961, having left the Air Force, White became an account executive for Merrill Lynch[image: External link]. He held that position until 1973 when he joined banker Bill Bowen in the management of Commercial National Bank in Little Rock. Bowen was a staunch Democrat who later opposed White politically though the two maintained a cordial business relationship.[3] During this time, White would serve as the first Director of the Little Rock Port Authority from 1972 to 1973.

White was appointed by Democratic Governor David Hampton Pryor[image: External link] to head the Arkansas Industrial Development Commission.[3] The industrial panel was originally created by Democratic Governor Orval Eugene Faubus and first directed by Winthrop Rockefeller, who in 1966 used his experience in the AIDC to get elected as Arkansas' first Republican governor since 1874. White left the AIDC after two years and became president of Capital Savings and Loan Association[image: External link] in Little Rock.[3] Democrats later derided White's tenure at AIDC by pointing out that the number of industries which came to the state was much reduced from earlier and later years, a situation that Republicans attributed to a national recession[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Campaign 1980




Main article: Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1980


Early in 1980, White switched from Democratic to Republican affiliation to run for governor.[3][5] First, he defeated former State Representative[image: External link] Marshall Chrisman[image: External link], a businessman from Ozark[image: External link], the seat of Franklin County[image: External link], for the gubernatorial nomination. In a low-turnout open primary[image: External link], White polled 5,867 votes (71.8 percent) to Chrisman's 2,310 (28.2 percent).[6](p43) Clinton also faced a stronger-than-expected challenger in his primary from Monroe Schwarzlose, a turkey[image: External link] farmer[image: External link] from Kingsland in Cleveland County in south Arkansas.[3] Schwarzlose's 31 percent of the primary vote foreshadowed that Clinton could be in trouble for the upcoming general election[image: External link].[3] Despite this, it was widely expected that Clinton would win the election.[3][7]

White hired Paula Unruh of Tulsa[image: External link] to manage the campaign. She decided to focus upon (1) Clinton's unpopular increase in the cost of automobile registration tags and by (2) the Carter[image: External link] administration's sending thousands of Cuban[image: External link] refugees, some unruly, to a detention camp at Fort Chaffee, outside Fort Smith[image: External link] in Sebastian County[image: External link] in western Arkansas.[3] Her decision paid big dividends, as White unseated Clinton. White received 435,684 votes (51.9 percent) to Clinton's 403,242 (48.1 percent).[3][6](p48) White won fifty-one of the state's seventy-five counties. A. Lynn Lowe of Texarkana, Clinton's Republican opponent in 1978, by contrast, had won only six counties.

White was the second Republican ever elected governor in Arkansas since reconstruction[image: External link].[8]
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 Two years as governor




White appointed numerous Arkansas Republicans to state positions. Former gubernatorial nominee Ken Coon[image: External link] was named to head the Arkansas Employment Security Division. Another former gubernatorial candidate, Len E. Blaylock[image: External link] of Perry County[image: External link] was named appointments secretary. Blaylock, who had a reputation as an extremely competent administrator, screened applicants for state positions. Former State Representative[image: External link] Preston Bynum[image: External link] of Siloam Springs[image: External link] in usually Republican Benton County[image: External link] in northwestern Arkansas, became White's chief aide. Harold L. Gwatney, an automobile dealer in Jacksonville[image: External link], was named to the coveted position of adjutant general[image: External link] of the Arkansas National Guard. White also depended on the advice of his legislative counsel, State Representative Carolyn Pollan[image: External link] of Fort Smith. New to the legislature with the White administration was Judy Petty[image: External link] of Little Rock, who had waged a nationally watched campaign against former U.S. Representative Wilbur D. Mills[image: External link] in 1974.

White was far more conservative[image: External link] than Rockefeller. He signed a law which would have required the teaching of creationism[image: External link] in Arkansas public schools[image: External link], along with the Theory of Evolution[image: External link].[1][3] The law was subsequently overturned in 1982 in the court case McLean v. Arkansas[image: External link].[1][3]

White also created a controversy within his own party in 1981, when he appointed Orval Faubus, a former Democratic governor, to head the Arkansas Department of Veterans Affairs.[9]
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 Re-election loss and later career




See also: Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1982 and Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1986


White was unable to secure a hold on the governorship. Chrisman and a third candidate, nutritionist Connie Voll of Lonoke, challenged him in the 1982 primary. Voll was the first woman to seek the GOP nomination for Governor, and the second to seek the party nomination for a statewide office, after Troxell. Clinton then defeated him in a rematch of the 1980 contest during the general election[image: External link]: 431,855 (54.7 percent) to 357,496 (45.3 percent).[10](p36) White won only nineteen counties in the 1982 rematch, which occurred in a nationally Democratic year when the nation was in a recession[image: External link].

After his defeat, White supported the selection of a former Rockefeller supporter, Morris S. Arnold[image: External link], a law professor at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock[image: External link], to succeed the temporary state party Chairman Bob Cohee[image: External link], originally of Baxter County[image: External link]. Cohee had become acting chairman on the death of Holleman in March 1982 and had resigned a federal position to work all year for White's unsuccessful reelection. Arnold defeated Cohee, but the Republican State Central Committee would not disclose the secret-ballot vote. Arnold did not serve the full two-year term and was succeeded by first vice-chairman Robert "Bob" Leslie.

Arkansas gubernatorial terms became four years with the 1986 general election. In 1986, Faubus unsuccessfully challenged Clinton for the Democratic nomination. White defeated former Lieutenant Governor[image: External link] Maurice L. Britt[image: External link] in the Republican primary. In the third White v. Clinton race, Clinton again easily prevailed, once again having benefited from a nationally Democratic year.[3][11](p18) White's loss in this election dramatically damaged his political image, making it very unlikely that he could win the governorship again.

He returned to First Commercial Bank in Little Rock after his 1986 defeat as senior vice president[1] until his retirement from the bank in 1998. White declined to seek the Republican nomination for Governor again in 1990, opting to support Sheffield Nelson[image: External link] in his primary race against Representative Tommy F. Robinson[image: External link] instead of running himself. That year, Clinton won election as Governor for the fifth time; two years later he would become President of the United States. Without sufficient support and resources to run for elected office again, White left elective politics but remained active in Republican affairs.
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 State banking commissioner and death




From 1998 to 2003, White served as Arkansas Banking Commissioner, an appointment from Governor Mike Huckabee.[3] Although he was appointed on what was supposed to be a temporary basis,[citation needed[image: External link]] he remained in the post until shortly before his death from a heart attack in 2003, about two weeks before his seventieth birthday. White's time in the Banking Department was noted by his practice of visiting all Arkansas' state-chartered banks at least once a year.[12]

White died of a heart attack[image: External link] in Little Rock on May 21, 2003, two weeks before his 70th birthday, and is interred there in the historic Mount Holly Cemetery[image: External link].[3][13]

The Arkansas Republican Party[image: External link] began hosting the "'Hi, I'm Frank White' Awards Dinner" in 2006 to honor persons who have done the most to build the Arkansas GOP.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Joe Purcell






Joe Edward Purcell (July 29, 1923 – March 5, 1987) was Acting Governor[image: External link] of Arkansas for six days in 1979 as well as Arkansas Attorney General from 1967–1971 and the ninth Lieutenant Governor of Arkansas[image: External link] from 1975–1981.

Life and career

Purcell was born in Warren[image: External link], the seat of Bradley County[image: External link], in southern Arkansas. He graduated from Little Rock Junior College and the University of Arkansas School of Law[image: External link] at Fayetteville[image: External link]. From 1962 to 1967, he served as the municipal judge in Benton[image: External link] in Saline County[image: External link]. He also served as prosecuting attorney in Benton prior to having been elected judge.

In 1966, Purcell unseated Attorney General Bruce Bennett[image: External link], a strong segregationist from El Dorado[image: External link] in the Democratic primary election[image: External link]. He then defeated in the general election[image: External link] a stronger-than-usual opponent, Republican[image: External link] Jerry Thomasson[image: External link], a former Democrat and a state representative from Arkadelphia[image: External link] in Clark County[image: External link].

In 1974, Purcell was elected lieutenant governor; he handily defeated the Republican Leona Troxell[image: External link] of Rose Bud[image: External link] in White County[image: External link], a former associate of the late Governor Winthrop Rockefeller. He was reelected as lieutenant governor in 1976 and 1978 under Governors David Pryor[image: External link] and Bill Clinton. He served as Acting Governor for six days in 1979, having filled the unexpired term of then senator[image: External link]-elect David Hampton Pryor[image: External link] of Camden[image: External link].[1]

Purcell was twice a candidate for governor. In 1970, he was considered the leading challenger to former Governor Orval Faubus and ran second to Faubus throughout the primary race, but was edged out of a runoff berth by less than 500 votes by Charleston[image: External link] attorney Dale Bumpers, who went on to defeat Faubus and then the Republican Governor Winthrop Rockefeller in the general election. Purcell was Bumpers' choice to chair the Arkansas Democratic Party, a position which he held from 1970 to 1973. His chief task as party chair was to purge followers of presidential candidate George Wallace[image: External link] of Alabama[image: External link] and former gubernatorial nominee James D. Johnson[image: External link] from the party ranks and to limit the influence of the Faubus-era "Old Guard" faction. He entered the Democratic gubernatorial primary in 1982 and surpisingly edged out former Congressman Jim Guy Tucker[image: External link] for a runoff berth with former Governor Bill Clinton. Purcell lost the Democratic nomination in a runoff primary to Clinton, 46 to 54 percent.[2]

Purcell resided in Benton until his death at the age of sixty-three.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Purcell married the former Helen Hale from Prescott[image: External link], Arkansas, and the couple had two daughters, Lynelle and Ede. He had three grandchildren: Brian Hogue, David Hogue, and Erin Hogue.
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Arkansas Attorney General





The Arkansas Attorney General is an executive position and constitutional officer within the Arkansas government[image: External link]. The Attorney General is the chief law enforcement/legal officer and lawyer for Arkansas. The position is elected every four years, e.g. 2006 and 2010, at the same time as the Governor[image: External link].

The current Attorney General is Republican Leslie Rutledge[image: External link], who was elected on November 4, 2014 and sworn in as the 56th Attorney General of Arkansas on January 13, 2015. She is the first Republican ever to serve as Arkansas Attorney General, as well as the first woman.[1]

The best-known Arkansas Attorney General is Bill Clinton, as he later became President of the United States; he was elected to the position in 1976 and served until he was elected governor in 1978. Other former attorneys general include Bruce Bennett[image: External link], Joe Purcell, Ray Thornton[image: External link], Jim Guy Tucker[image: External link], Mark Pryor[image: External link], Steve Clark and Mike Beebe[image: External link].[2] Until Rutledge took office, Democrats had held the office since Reconstruction[image: External link].[3]

According to the official website, the duties of the Attorney General include representing state agencies and commissions in courts of law, giving opinions on issues presented by legislators and prosecutors, handling criminal matters and habeas corpus[image: External link] matters in the state, and advocating for citizens on issues pertaining to the environment[image: External link], antitrust[image: External link], and consumer protection[image: External link].[4]
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Hope, Arkansas






Hope is a city[image: External link] in Hempstead County[image: External link] in southwestern Arkansas, United States[image: External link]. Hope is the county seat[image: External link] of Hempstead County[3] and the principal city of the Hope Micropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link], which includes all of Hempstead and Nevada[image: External link] counties. As of the 2010 census[image: External link] the population was 10,095,[1] and in 2015 the population was estimated at 9,891.[2]

Hope is the birthplace of two long-serving Arkansas governors: Bill Clinton (who went on to become the 42nd President of the United States after the 1992 election) and Mike Huckabee (who ran for the Republican presidential nomination in 2008 and 2016).
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 History




Hope began in 1873, when a railroad was built through the area. The town was named for Hope Loughborough, the daughter of a railroad executive.[4][5]
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 Geography




According to the United States Census Bureau[image: External link], the city has a total area of 10.2 square miles (26.3 km2), of which 10.1 square miles (26.1 km2) are land and 0.1 square miles (0.2 km2), or 0.74%, are water.[1]
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 Climate




The climate is characterized by hot, humid summers and generally mild to cool winters. According to the Köppen Climate Classification[image: External link] system, Hope has a humid subtropical climate[image: External link], abbreviated Cfa on climate maps.[6]




	Climate data for Hope, AR



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	88

(31)
	87

(31)
	95

(35)
	97

(36)
	98

(37)
	110

(43)
	115

(46)
	115

(46)
	108

(42)
	101

(38)
	90

(32)
	83

(28)
	115

(46)



	Average high °F (°C)
	52

(11)
	58

(14)
	66

(19)
	74

(23)
	81

(27)
	88

(31)
	92

(33)
	92

(33)
	85

(29)
	76

(24)
	63

(17)
	54

(12)
	73

(23)



	Average low °F (°C)
	30

(−1)
	33

(1)
	41

(5)
	48

(9)
	58

(14)
	66

(19)
	69

(21)
	68

(20)
	61

(16)
	49

(9)
	40

(4)
	32

(0)
	50

(10)



	Record low °F (°C)
	−8

(−22)
	−4

(−20)
	9

(−13)
	26

(−3)
	35

(2)
	45

(7)
	53

(12)
	50

(10)
	34

(1)
	25

(−4)
	13

(−11)
	2

(−17)
	−8

(−22)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	4.17

(105.9)
	3.97

(100.8)
	4.98

(126.5)
	4.89

(124.2)
	4.90

(124.5)
	4.04

(102.6)
	3.78

(96)
	3.51

(89.2)
	4.06

(103.1)
	4.54

(115.3)
	5.91

(150.1)
	5.06

(128.5)
	53.81

(1,366.7)



	Average snowfall inches (cm)
	1.70

(4.32)
	1.10

(2.79)
	0.10

(0.25)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0.70

(1.78)
	3.6

(9.14)



	Source: http://www.intellicast.com/Local/History.aspx?location=USAR0273[image: External link]
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1880[image: External link]
	1,233
	
	—



	1890[image: External link]
	1,937
	
	57.1%



	1900[image: External link]
	1,644
	
	−15.1%



	1910[image: External link]
	3,639
	
	121.4%



	1920[image: External link]
	4,790
	
	31.6%



	1930[image: External link]
	6,008
	
	25.4%



	1940[image: External link]
	7,475
	
	24.4%



	1950[image: External link]
	8,605
	
	15.1%



	1960[image: External link]
	8,399
	
	−2.4%



	1970[image: External link]
	8,830
	
	5.1%



	1980[image: External link]
	10,290
	
	16.5%



	1990[image: External link]
	9,643
	
	−6.3%



	2000[image: External link]
	10,616
	
	10.1%



	2010[image: External link]
	10,095
	
	−4.9%



	Est. 2016
	9,892
	[7]
	−2.0%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[8]






As of the 2010 United States Census[image: External link], there were 10,095 people residing in the city. The racial makeup of the city was 43.2% Black, 34.0% White, 0.2% Native American, 0.2% Asian, 0.1% Pacific Islander, 0.1% from some other race and 1.4% from two or more races. 20.8% were Hispanic or Latino of any race.

As of the census[image: External link][9] of 2000, there were 10,616 people, 3,961 households, and 2,638 families residing in the city. The population density[image: External link] was 1,061.9 people per square mile (409.9/km²). There were 4,301 housing units at an average density of 430.2 per square mile (166.1/km²). The racial makeup of the city was 47.71% White[image: External link], 43.17% Black[image: External link] or African American[image: External link], 0.38% Native American[image: External link], 0.30% Asian[image: External link], 0.03% Pacific Islander[image: External link], 6.63% from other races[image: External link], and 1.78% from two or more races. 13.48% of the population were Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race.

There were 3,961 households out of which 34.3% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 40.8% were married couples living together, 21.0% had a female householder with no husband present, and 33.4% were non-families. Of 3,961 households, 192 are unmarried partner households: 175 heterosexual. 29.3% of all households were made up of individuals and 13.8% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.61 and the average family size was 3.20.

In the city, the population was spread out with 28.9% under the age of 18, 10.8% from 18 to 24, 27.3% from 25 to 44, 18.4% from 45 to 64, and 14.6% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 32 years. For every 100 females there were 87.3 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 81.7 males.

The median income for a household in the city was $25,385, and the median income for a family was $28,445. Males had a median income of $23,525 versus $17,394 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the city was $12,783. About 22.3% of families and 27.2% of the population were below the poverty line[image: External link], including 41.1% of those under age 18 and 17.3% of those age 65 or over.
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 Economy




Hope is also known for growing watermelons[image: External link] and continues to produce records for the largest specimens in the world. The last record was set by Lloyd Bright in 2005 with a 268.8 pound watermelon. The Watermelon Festival is celebrated annually from Thursday-Saturday during the second week of August. The watermelon is used in the municipal logo and the Hope slogan: A Slice of the Good Life.
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 Education




Public education at the elementary and secondary school level is provided by the Hope School District[image: External link] and Spring Hill School District[image: External link], which lead students to graduate from Hope High School[image: External link] and Spring Hill High School[image: External link], respectively.
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 Media




Hope has many forms of local media. The Hope Star[image: External link] is the city's commercial newspaper. In addition, there are at least five local radio stations in and around Hope. The city is served by local television stations from the Little Rock and Ark-La-Tex[image: External link] markets. The only station in Hope is KTSS-LP[image: External link], which broadcasts at low-power to southwestern Arkansas, including areas as far away as Texarkana. KTSS is affiliated with the Ion Television[image: External link] Network. It is one of the few Ion stations in Arkansas.
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 Infrastructure
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 Airport




Hope Municipal Airport[image: External link] is located on property that was once part of the Southwestern Proving Ground[image: External link], one of six major military facilities in Arkansas during World War II.

At the time of its construction, the airport held claim of having the third longest runway in the United States. From 1942 to 1945 the airport and surrounding 50,078-acre Southwestern Proving Ground were used by the U.S. Army to test small arms ammunition, 20 to 155 mm projectiles, mortars, rockets, grenades, and up to 500-pound bombs. The City of Hope received the airport facility in 1947.

Paul Klipsch[image: External link], a United States Army[image: External link] Veteran who served at the site, was among those who started businesses in the re-purposed buildings. He established Klipsch[image: External link] speaker company there and was known to joke that his desk was not in the same spot as the one he had during his service. "It was" he said, "on the other side of the room."

In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina in 2005, FEMA used land near the airport as a staging area for manufactured homes[image: External link] intended as temporary housing for the hurricane victims; however, as of 2009, infrastructure and property damage remained so severe in the hurricanes path that many homes remained at the airport, eliciting criticism of the federal agency.
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 Rail service




In October 2009, Amtrak[image: External link] added Hope[image: External link] to its timetable brochure for its Texas Eagle[image: External link] service. On March 24, 2013, it was announced that service would begin on April 4.[10] The Texas Eagle travels daily in each direction between Chicago[image: External link] and San Antonio[image: External link].[11][12]
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 Notable people




Hope is the hometown of U.S. President Bill Clinton, whose childhood home[image: External link] is located in the town. At the 1992 Democratic National Convention in New York City, then-Governor Clinton ended his acceptance speech by saying, "I still believe in a place called Hope." The city adopted this statement as its unofficial motto. The city converted its railroad depot to a museum about Clinton's life.

Hope is also the hometown of the former Governor Mike Huckabee. In his autobiographical From Hope to Higher Ground (2007), Huckabee recalls the Hope of the 1960s as "a wonderful community. A child could leave his house in the morning on a bicycle and not return until after dark, and it caused no one alarm. It was the kind of place where I could misbehave eight blocks from home, but by the time I pedaled back to 309 East Second Street, six people would have called my parents to report my behavior. I am not sure that it took a village to raise a child, but I am quite sure that an entire village did its part to help raise me!"[13]

Others from Hope include former White House Chief of Staff Mack McLarty; attorney Vincent Walker Foster, Jr.[image: External link] (1945–1993); former Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link], Mayor[image: External link] David L. Armstrong[image: External link]; Gary Dee[image: External link]; former Arkansas Secretary of State Kelly Bryant[image: External link], PGA[image: External link] golfer Ken Duke[image: External link], actress/vocalist Ketty Lester[image: External link], and actress Melinda Dillon[image: External link]. Country Music Hall of Fame[image: External link] singer[image: External link] Patsy Montana[image: External link] attended school in Hope.

A member of Congress born in Hope was Joseph Barton Elam[image: External link] of Louisiana's 4th congressional district[image: External link], who served from 1877 to 1881 and resided in Mansfield[image: External link], Louisiana.

Harry Jacob Lemley[image: External link], a U.S. District Court judge appointed by Franklin D. Roosevelt, had formerly practiced law in Hope.

Paul Klipsch[image: External link] founded Klipsch and Associates[image: External link] in Hope in 1946. Klipsch invented the world-famous Klipschorn[image: External link] speaker, a folded horn loaded speaker that revolutionized the industry. The Klipschorn and a number of other speaker lines are still manufactured in Hope by Klipsch Audio Technologies[image: External link].

Former U.S. Representative Mike Ross[image: External link] of Arkansas's 4th congressional district[image: External link], currently resides in Prescott[image: External link] in Nevada County[image: External link] but is a former resident of Hope. He graduated in 1979 from Hope High School, and his father, Gene Ross, is a former administrator in the Hope School District. Ross was the unsuccessful 2014 Democratic gubernatorial nominee against Republican Asa Hutchinson[image: External link].

The city is also the birthplace of Shirley Weber[image: External link], who represents the 79th district[image: External link] in the California State Assembly[image: External link].
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Hillary Diane Rodham Clinton (/'hIleri daI'aen 'radem 'klInten /[image: External link]; born October 26, 1947) is an American politician who was the 67th[image: External link] United States Secretary of State from 2009 to 2013, U.S. Senator from New York[image: External link] from 2001 to 2009, First Lady of the United States from 1993 to 2001, and the Democratic Party[image: External link]'s nominee for President of the United States in the 2016 election[image: External link].

Born in Chicago, Illinois[image: External link], and raised in the Chicago suburb of Park Ridge[image: External link], Clinton graduated from Wellesley College[image: External link] in 1969, and earned a J.D. from Yale Law School in 1973. After serving as a congressional legal counsel, she moved to Arkansas and married Bill Clinton in 1975. In 1977, she co-founded Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families. She was appointed the first female chair of the Legal Services Corporation in 1978 and became the first female partner at Rose Law Firm the following year. As First Lady of Arkansas, she led a task force whose recommendations helped reform Arkansas's public schools.

As First Lady of the United States, Clinton was an advocate for gender equality and healthcare reform. Her relationship with her husband came under public speculation during the Lewinsky scandal, forcing her to issue a statement reaffirming her commitment to the marriage. Clinton was elected in 2000 as the first female senator from New York[image: External link]. She was re-elected to the Senate in 2006. Running for president in 2008, she won far more delegates than any previous female candidate, but lost the Democratic nomination to Barack Obama.[1]

As Secretary of State in the Obama administration[image: External link] from 2009 to 2013, Clinton responded to the Arab Spring[image: External link], during which she advocated[image: External link] the U.S. military intervention in Libya[image: External link]. She helped organize a diplomatic isolation and international sanctions regime against Iran, in an effort to force curtailment of that country's nuclear program[image: External link]; this would eventually lead to the multinational Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action[image: External link] agreement in 2015. Leaving office after Obama's first term, she wrote her fifth book and undertook speaking engagements.

Clinton made a second presidential run in 2016[image: External link]. She received the most votes and primary delegates in the 2016 Democratic primaries[image: External link], and formally accepted her party's nomination for President of the United States on July 28, 2016 with vice presidential running mate[image: External link] Senator Tim Kaine. She became the first female candidate to be nominated for president by a major U.S. political party[image: External link]. Despite winning a plurality of the national popular vote[image: External link], Clinton lost the Electoral College[image: External link] and the presidency to her Republican opponent Donald Trump.[2] Following her loss, in 2017 she decided to focus on being a self-described "activist citizen".[3]
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 Early life and education
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 Early life




Hillary Diane Rodham was born on October 26, 1947, at Edgewater Hospital in Chicago, Illinois[image: External link].[4][5] Clinton was raised in a United Methodist[image: External link] family, living first in Chicago; when she was three, her family moved to the Chicago suburb of Park Ridge[image: External link].[6] Her father, Hugh Ellsworth Rodham (1911–1993), was of English[image: External link] and Welsh[image: External link] descent,[7] and managed a small but successful textile business.[8] Her mother, Dorothy Emma Howell (1919–2011), was a homemaker of Dutch[image: External link], English, French Canadian[image: External link] (from Quebec[image: External link]), Scottish[image: External link], and Welsh descent.[7][9][10] Clinton has two younger brothers, Hugh and Tony.[11]

As a child, Rodham was a favorite student of her teachers at the public schools that she attended in Park Ridge.[12] She participated in sports such as swimming and baseball, and earned numerous badges as a Brownie[image: External link] and a Girl Scout[image: External link].[12] She has often told a story[13][14][15] of being inspired by U.S. efforts during the Space Race[image: External link] and sending a letter to NASA[image: External link] around 1961 asking what she could do to become an astronaut, only to be told that no women were being accepted into the program.[16] She attended Maine East High School[image: External link], where she participated in the student council[image: External link], the school newspaper, and was selected for the National Honor Society[image: External link].[4][17] She was elected class vice president for her junior year, but then lost for class president for her senior year against two boys, one of whom told her that "you are really stupid if you think a girl can be elected president".[18] For her senior year, she and other students were transferred to the then new Maine South High School[image: External link], where she was a National Merit Finalist[image: External link] and was voted "most likely to succeed". She graduated in her class's top five percent in 1965.[19]

Rodham's mother wanted her to have an independent, professional career,[10] and her father, otherwise a traditionalist, felt that his daughter's abilities and opportunities should not be limited by gender.[20] Raised in a politically conservative[image: External link] household,[10] Rodham helped canvass Chicago's South Side[image: External link] at age 13 following the very close 1960 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], where she saw evidence of electoral fraud[image: External link] (such as voting list entries showing addresses that were empty lots) against Republican[image: External link] candidate Richard Nixon.[21] She then volunteered to campaign for Republican candidate Barry Goldwater[image: External link] in the U.S. presidential election of 1964[image: External link].[22] Rodham's early political development was shaped most by her high school history teacher (like her father, a fervent anti-communist[image: External link]), who introduced her to Goldwater's The Conscience of a Conservative[image: External link], and by her Methodist[image: External link] youth minister (like her mother, concerned with issues of social justice[image: External link]), with whom she saw, and afterwards briefly met, civil rights[image: External link] leader Martin Luther King Jr. at a 1962 speech in Chicago's Orchestra Hall[image: External link].[23]
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 Wellesley College years




In 1965, Rodham enrolled at Wellesley College[image: External link], where she majored in political science[image: External link].[24][25] During her freshman year, she served as president of the Wellesley Young Republicans[image: External link];[26][27] with this Rockefeller Republican[image: External link]-oriented group,[28] she supported the elections of John Lindsay[image: External link] to Mayor of New York City[image: External link] and Massachusetts Attorney General[image: External link] Edward Brooke[image: External link] to the United States Senate.[29] She later stepped down from this position. Clinton would later write in 2003 that her views at this time changed regarding the American Civil Rights Movement[image: External link] and the Vietnam War.[26] In a letter to her youth minister at this time, she described herself as "a mind conservative and a heart liberal".[30] In contrast to the 1960s current that advocated radical actions against the political system, she sought to work for change within it.[31][32]

In her junior[image: External link] year, Rodham became a supporter of the antiwar presidential nomination campaign[image: External link] of Democrat Eugene McCarthy.[33] In early 1968, she was elected president of the Wellesley College Government Association and served through early 1969.[31][34] Following the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link], Rodham organized a two-day student strike and worked with Wellesley's black students to recruit more black students and faculty.[33] In her student government role, she played a role in keeping Wellesley from being embroiled in the student disruptions common to other colleges.[31][35] A number of her fellow students thought she might some day become the first female President of the United States.[31]

To help her better understand her changing political views, Professor Alan Schechter[image: External link] assigned Rodham to intern at the House Republican Conference[image: External link], and she attended the "Wellesley in Washington" summer program.[33] Rodham was invited by moderate New York Republican Representative Charles Goodell[image: External link] to help Governor Nelson Rockefeller[image: External link]'s late-entry campaign for the Republican nomination.[33] Rodham attended the 1968 Republican National Convention[image: External link] in Miami. However, she was upset by the way Richard Nixon's campaign portrayed Rockefeller and by what she perceived as the convention's "veiled" racist messages, and left the Republican Party for good.[33] Rodham wrote her senior thesis[image: External link], a critique of the tactics of radical community organizer Saul Alinsky[image: External link], under Professor Schechter.[36] (Years later, while she was first lady, access to her thesis was restricted at the request of the White House[image: External link] and it became the subject of some speculation. The thesis was later released.[36])

In 1969, she graduated with a Bachelor of Arts,[37] with departmental honors in political science.[36] After some fellow seniors requested that the college administration allow a student speaker at commencement, she became the first student in Wellesley College history to speak at the event, following commencement speaker[image: External link] Senator Brooke.[34][38] Her speech received a standing ovation lasting seven minutes.[31][39][40] She was featured in an article published in Life[image: External link] magazine,[41][42] due to the response to a part of her speech that criticized Senator Brooke.[38] She also appeared on Irv Kupcinet[image: External link]'s nationally syndicated television talk show as well as in Illinois and New England newspapers.[43] That summer, she worked her way across Alaska, washing dishes in Mount McKinley National Park[image: External link] and sliming[image: External link] salmon in a fish processing cannery in Valdez[image: External link] (which fired her and shut down overnight when she complained about unhealthful conditions).[44]
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 Yale Law School and postgraduate studies




Rodham then entered Yale Law School, where she served on the editorial board of the Yale Review of Law and Social Action[image: External link].[45] During her second year, she worked at the Yale Child Study Center[image: External link],[46] learning about new research on early childhood brain development and working as a research assistant on the seminal work, Beyond the Best Interests of the Child (1973).[47][48] She also took on cases of child abuse at Yale–New Haven Hospital[image: External link][47] and volunteered at New Haven Legal Services to provide free legal advice for the poor.[46] In the summer of 1970 she was awarded a grant to work at Marian Wright Edelman[image: External link]'s Washington Research Project, where she was assigned to Senator Walter Mondale's Subcommittee on Migratory Labor[image: External link]. There she researched various migrant workers[image: External link]' issues including education, health, and housing.[49] Edelman later became a significant mentor.[50] Rodham was recruited by political advisor Anne Wexler[image: External link] to work on the 1970 campaign of Connecticut U.S. Senate candidate Joseph Duffey[image: External link], with Rodham later crediting Wexler with providing her first job in politics.[51]

In the late spring of 1971, she began dating Bill Clinton, also a law student at Yale. During the summer, she interned at the Oakland, California[image: External link], law firm of Treuhaft, Walker and Burnstein[image: External link].[52] The firm was well known for its support of constitutional rights[image: External link], civil liberties[image: External link], and radical causes[image: External link] (two of its four partners were current or former Communist Party members[image: External link]);[52] Rodham worked on child custody and other cases.[a] Clinton canceled his original summer plans in order to live with her in California;[56] the couple continued living together in New Haven when they returned to law school.[53] The following summer, Rodham and Clinton campaigned in Texas for unsuccessful 1972 Democratic presidential candidate George McGovern.[57] She received a Juris Doctor degree from Yale in 1973,[37] having stayed on an extra year to be with Clinton.[58] He first proposed marriage to her following graduation but she declined, uncertain if she wanted to tie her future to his.[58]

Rodham began a year of postgraduate study on children and medicine at the Yale Child Study Center.[59] In late 1973 her first scholarly article, "Children Under the Law", was published in the Harvard Educational Review[image: External link].[60] Discussing the new children's rights movement[image: External link], it stated that "child citizens" were "powerless individuals"[61] and argued that children should not be considered equally incompetent[image: External link] from birth to attaining legal age, but instead that courts should presume competence except when there is evidence otherwise, on a case-by-case basis.[62] The article became frequently cited in the field.[63]
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 Marriage, family, law career, and First Lady of Arkansas
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 From the East Coast to Arkansas




During her postgraduate study, Rodham served as staff attorney for Edelman's newly founded Children's Defense Fund[image: External link] in Cambridge, Massachusetts[image: External link],[64] and as a consultant to the Carnegie Council on Children.[65] In 1974 she was a member of the impeachment inquiry staff in Washington, D.C., advising the House Committee on the Judiciary during the Watergate scandal.[66] Under the guidance of Chief Counsel John Doar[image: External link] and senior member Bernard W. Nussbaum[image: External link],[47] Rodham helped research procedures of impeachment and the historical grounds and standards for impeachment.[66] The committee's work culminated in the resignation of President Richard Nixon in August 1974.[66]

By then, Rodham was viewed as someone with a bright political future. Democratic political organizer and consultant Betsey Wright[image: External link] had moved from Texas to Washington the previous year to help guide Rodham's career.[67] Wright thought she had the potential to become a future senator or president.[68] Meanwhile, boyfriend Bill Clinton had repeatedly asked Rodham to marry him and she continued to demur.[69] After failing the District of Columbia[image: External link] bar exam[image: External link][70] and passing the Arkansas exam, Rodham came to a key decision. As she later wrote, "I chose to follow my heart instead of my head".[71] She thus followed Clinton to Arkansas, rather than staying in Washington, where career prospects were brighter. He was then teaching law and running for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link] in his home state. In August 1974, Rodham moved to Fayetteville, Arkansas[image: External link], and became one of only two female faculty members in the School of Law[image: External link] at the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville[image: External link].[72][73]
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 Early Arkansas years




At the university, Rodham gave classes in criminal law, where she was considered a rigorous teacher and tough grader.[74] She became the first director of a new legal aid clinic at the school, securing support from the local bar association and gaining federal funding.[75] Among her cases was one where she was obliged by request of the court to serve as defense counsel to a man accused of raping a 12-year-old girl[image: External link]; she put on an effective defense that led to his pleading guilty to a much lesser charge.[76] Decades later, the victim said that the defense counsel had put her "through hell" during the legal process; Hillary Clinton has called the trial a "terrible case".[76] During her time in Fayetteville, Rodham and several other women founded the city's first rape crisis center.[75] Rodham still harbored doubts about marriage, concerned that her separate identity would be lost and her accomplishments viewed in the light of someone else's.[77]

Rodham and Bill Clinton bought a house in Fayetteville in the summer of 1975, and she finally agreed to marry him.[78] Their wedding took place on October 11, 1975, in a Methodist ceremony in their living room.[79] A story about the marriage in the Arkansas Gazette[image: External link] indicated that she was retaining the name Hillary Rodham.[80][81] The motivation was to keep the couple's professional lives separate and avoid apparent conflicts of interest and because, as she told a friend at the time, "it showed that I was still me."[82] The decision did upset both their mothers.[83] Clinton had lost the congressional race in 1974, but in November 1976 was elected Arkansas Attorney General, and so the couple moved to the state capital of Little Rock.[84] There, in February 1977, Rodham joined the venerable Rose Law Firm, a bastion of Arkansan political and economic influence.[85] She specialized in patent infringement[image: External link] and intellectual property law[45] while also working pro bono[image: External link] in child advocacy;[86] she rarely performed litigation work in court.[87]

Rodham maintained her interest in children's law and family policy, publishing the scholarly articles "Children's Policies: Abandonment and Neglect" in 1977[88] and "Children's Rights: A Legal Perspective" in 1979.[89] The latter continued her argument that children's legal competence depended upon their age and other circumstances and that in serious medical rights cases, judicial intervention was sometimes warranted.[62] An American Bar Association[image: External link] chair later said, "Her articles were important, not because they were radically new but because they helped formulate something that had been inchoate."[62] Historian Garry Wills[image: External link] would later describe her as "one of the more important scholar-activists of the last two decades",[90] while conservatives said her theories would usurp traditional parental authority,[91] would allow children to file frivolous lawsuits against their parents,[62] and exemplified legal "crit" theory[image: External link] run amok.[92]

In 1977, Rodham cofounded Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families, a state-level alliance with the Children's Defense Fund.[45][94] Later that year, President Jimmy Carter[image: External link] (for whom Rodham had been the 1976 campaign director of field operations in Indiana)[95] appointed her to the board of directors of the Legal Services Corporation,[96] and she served in that capacity from 1978 until the end of 1981.[97] From mid-1978 to mid-1980,[b] she was the chair of that board, the first woman to have the job.[98] During her time as chair, funding for the Corporation was expanded from $90 million to $300 million; subsequently she successfully fought President Ronald Reagan's attempts to reduce the funding and change the nature of the organization.[86]

Following her husband's November 1978 election as Governor of Arkansas[image: External link], Rodham became First Lady of Arkansas in January 1979, a title that she held for twelve years (1979–81, 1983–92). Clinton appointed her chair of the Rural Health Advisory Committee the same year,[99] where she secured federal funds to expand medical facilities in Arkansas's poorest areas without affecting doctors' fees.[100]

In 1979, Rodham became the first woman to be made a full partner of Rose Law Firm.[101] From 1978 until they entered the White House, she had a higher salary than her husband.[102] During 1978 and 1979, while looking to supplement their income, Rodham engaged in the trading of cattle futures contracts[image: External link];[103] an initial $1,000 investment generated nearly $100,000 when she stopped trading after ten months.[104] The couple also began their ill-fated investment in the Whitewater Development Corporation[image: External link] real estate venture with Jim[image: External link] and Susan McDougal[image: External link] at this time.[103] Both of these became subjects of controversy in the 1990s.

On February 27, 1980, Rodham gave birth to a daughter, Chelsea. In November 1980, Bill Clinton was defeated in his bid for re-election.[105]
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Bill Clinton returned to the governor's office two years later after winning the election of 1982. During her husband's campaign, Hillary began to use the name "Hillary Clinton", or sometimes "Mrs. Bill Clinton", to assuage the concerns of Arkansas voters; she also took a leave of absence[image: External link] from Rose Law to campaign for him full-time.[106] As First Lady of Arkansas again, she made a point of using Hillary Rodham Clinton as her name.[c] She was named chair of the Arkansas Education Standards Committee in 1983, where she sought to reform the state's court-sanctioned public education system.[112][113] In one of the Clinton governorship's most important initiatives, she fought a prolonged but ultimately successful battle against the Arkansas Education Association[image: External link] to establish mandatory teacher testing and state standards for curriculum and classroom size.[99][112] It became her introduction into the politics of a highly visible public policy effort.[81][112] In 1985, she introduced Arkansas's Home Instruction Program for Preschool Youth, a program that helps parents work with their children in preschool preparedness and literacy.[114] She was named Arkansas Woman of the Year in 1983 and Arkansas Mother of the Year in 1984.[115][116]

Clinton continued to practice law with the Rose Law Firm while she was First Lady of Arkansas. She earned less than the other partners, as she billed fewer hours,[117] but still made more than $200,000 in her final year there.[118] The firm considered her a " rainmaker[image: External link]" because she brought in clients, partly thanks to the prestige she lent it and to her corporate board connections.[118] She was also very influential in the appointment of state judges.[118] Bill Clinton's Republican opponent in his 1986 gubernatorial re-election campaign accused the Clintons of conflict of interest, because Rose Law did state business; the Clintons countered the charge by saying that state fees were walled off by the firm before her profits were calculated.[119]

From 1982 to 1988, Clinton was on the board of directors, sometimes as chair, of the New World Foundation[image: External link],[120] which funded a variety of New Left[image: External link] interest groups[image: External link].[121] From 1987 to 1991, she was the first chair of the American Bar Association's Commission on Women in the Profession, created to address gender bias in the legal profession and induce the association to adopt measures to combat it.[122] She was twice named by The National Law Journal[image: External link] as one of the 100 most influential lawyers in America: in 1988 and in 1991.[123] When Bill Clinton thought about not running again for governor in 1990, Hillary Clinton considered running, but private polls were unfavorable and, in the end, he ran and was re-elected for the final time.[124]

Clinton served as Chairman of the Board of the Children's Defense Fund[4][125] and on the board of the Arkansas Children's Hospital[image: External link]'s Legal Services (1988–92)[126] In addition to her positions with nonprofit organizations, she also held positions on the corporate board of directors of TCBY[image: External link] (1985–92),[127] Wal-Mart Stores[image: External link] (1986–92)[128] and Lafarge[image: External link] (1990–92).[129] TCBY and Wal-Mart were Arkansas-based companies that were also clients of Rose Law.[118][130] Clinton was the first female member on Wal-Mart's board, added following pressure on chairman Sam Walton[image: External link] to name a woman to it.[130] Once there, she pushed successfully for Wal-Mart to adopt more environmentally friendly practices, was largely unsuccessful in a campaign for more women to be added to the company's management, and was silent about the company's famously anti-labor union practices.[128][130][131]
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 Bill Clinton presidential campaign of 1992




Clinton received sustained national attention for the first time when her husband became a candidate for the 1992 Democratic presidential nomination. Before the New Hampshire primary, tabloid[image: External link] publications printed assertions that Bill Clinton had engaged in an extramarital affair with Gennifer Flowers.[132] In response, the Clintons appeared together on 60 Minutes, where Bill denied the affair, but acknowledged "causing pain in my marriage".[133] This joint appearance was credited with rescuing his campaign.[134] During the campaign, Hillary made culturally disparaging remarks about Tammy Wynette[image: External link]'s outlook on marriage as described in her classic song "Stand by Your Man[image: External link]",[d] and later in the campaign about how she could have chosen to be like women staying home and baking cookies and having teas, but wanted to pursue her career instead.[e] The remarks were widely criticized, particularly by those who were, or defended, stay-at-home mothers, and in retrospect, were ill-considered by her own admission. Bill said that in electing him, the nation would "get two for the price of one", referring to the prominent role his wife would assume.[140] Beginning with Daniel Wattenberg[image: External link]'s August 1992 The American Spectator article "The Lady Macbeth of Little Rock", Hillary's own past ideological and ethical record came under attack from conservatives.[91] At least twenty other articles in major publications also drew comparisons between her and Lady Macbeth[image: External link].[141]
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 First Lady of the United States




When Bill Clinton took office as President in January 1993, Hillary Rodham Clinton became the First Lady, and her press secretary reiterated that she would be using that form of her name.[c] She was the first inaugural First Lady to have earned a postgraduate degree[image: External link] and to have her own professional career up to the time of entering the White House.[142] She was also the first to have an office in the West Wing[image: External link] of the White House in addition to the usual first lady offices in the East Wing[image: External link].[59][143] She was part of the innermost circle vetting appointments to the new administration and her choices filled at least eleven top-level positions and dozens more lower-level ones.[144] After Eleanor Roosevelt[image: External link], Clinton was regarded as the most openly empowered presidential wife in American history.[145][146]

Some critics called it inappropriate for the first lady to play a central role in matters of public policy. Supporters pointed out that Clinton's role in policy was no different from that of other White House advisors and that voters had been well aware that she would play an active role in her husband's presidency.[147] Bill Clinton's campaign promise of "two for the price of one" led opponents to refer derisively to the Clintons as "co-presidents" or sometimes use the Arkansas label "Billary".[99][148][149] The pressures of conflicting ideas about the role of a first lady were enough to send Hillary Clinton into "imaginary discussions"[clarification needed[image: External link]] with the also-politically-active Eleanor Roosevelt.[f] From the time she came to Washington, Hillary also found refuge in a prayer group[image: External link] of the Fellowship[image: External link] that featured many wives of conservative Washington figures.[153][154] Triggered in part by the death of her father in April 1993, she publicly sought to find a synthesis of Methodist teachings, liberal religious political philosophy, and Tikkun[image: External link] editor Michael Lerner[image: External link]'s "politics of meaning" to overcome what she saw as America's "sleeping sickness of the soul"; that would lead to a willingness "to remold society by redefining what it means to be a human being in the twentieth century, moving into a new millennium."[155][156]
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 Health care and other policy initiatives




See also: Clinton health care plan of 1993


In January 1993, President Clinton named Hillary to chair a Task Force on National Health Care Reform, hoping to replicate the success she had in leading the effort for Arkansas education reform.[157] Unconvinced regarding the merits of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), she privately urged that passage of health care reform be given higher priority.[158][159] The recommendation of the task force became known as the Clinton health care plan, a comprehensive proposal that would require employers to provide health coverage to their employees through individual health maintenance organizations[image: External link]. Its opponents quickly derided the plan as "Hillarycare", and it faced opposition from even some Democrats in Congress.[160] Some protesters against the proposed plan became vitriolic, and during a July 1994 bus tour to rally support for the plan, Clinton wore a bulletproof vest at times.[160]

Failing to gather enough support for a floor vote in either the House or the Senate (although Democrats controlled both chambers), the proposal was abandoned in September 1994.[161] Clinton later acknowledged in her memoir that her political inexperience partly contributed to the defeat, but cited many other factors. The First Lady's approval ratings, which had generally been in the high-50s percent range during her first year, fell to 44 percent in April 1994 and 35 percent by September 1994.[162]

Republicans made the Clinton health care plan a major campaign issue of the 1994 midterm elections.[163] Republicans saw a net gain of fifty-three seats in the House election and seven in the Senate election[image: External link], winning control of both; many analysts and pollsters found the plan to be a major factor in the Democrats' defeat, especially among independent[image: External link] voters.[164] The White House subsequently sought to downplay Clinton's role in shaping policy.[165] Opponents of universal health care[image: External link] would continue to use "Hillarycare" as a pejorative label for similar plans by others.[166]

Along with Senators Ted Kennedy and Orrin Hatch, Clinton was a force behind the passage of the State Children's Health Insurance Program in 1997, a federal bill that gave state support to children whose parents could not provide them health coverage, and conducted outreach efforts on behalf of enrolling children in the program once it became law.[167] She promoted nationwide immunization against childhood diseases and encouraged older women to get a mammogram[image: External link] for breast cancer screening, with coverage provided by Medicare[image: External link].[168] She successfully sought to increase research funding for prostate cancer[image: External link] and childhood asthma[image: External link] at the National Institutes of Health[image: External link].[59] The First Lady worked to investigate reports of an illness that affected veterans of the Gulf War, which became known as the Gulf War syndrome[image: External link].[59]

Enactment of welfare reform was a major goal of Bill Clinton's presidency, but when the first two bills on the issue came from a Republican-controlled Congress that lacked protections for people coming off welfare, Hillary urged him to veto the bills, which he did.[169][170] A third version came up during his 1996 general election campaign that restored some of the protections but cut the scope of benefits in other areas; critics, including her past mentor Edelman, urged her to get the president to veto it again.[169] But she decided to support the bill, which became the Welfare Reform Act of 1996[image: External link], as the best political compromise available.[169][170] This caused a rift with Edelman that Hillary later called "sad and painful".[170]

Together with Attorney General[image: External link] Janet Reno, Clinton helped create the Office on Violence Against Women[image: External link] at the Department of Justice[image: External link].[59] In 1997, she initiated and shepherded the Adoption and Safe Families Act, which she regarded as her greatest accomplishment as first lady.[59][171] In 1999, she was instrumental in the passage of the Foster Care Independence Act, which doubled federal monies for teenagers aging out[image: External link] of foster care[image: External link].[171] As first lady, Clinton was the host for various White House conferences[image: External link], including ones on Child Care (1997),[172] on Early Childhood Development and Learning (1997),[173] and on Children and Adolescents (2000).[174] She also hosted the first-ever White House Conference on Teenagers (2000)[175] and the first-ever White House Conference on Philanthropy (1999).[176]

Clinton traveled to 79 countries during this time,[177] breaking the mark for most-traveled first lady held by Pat Nixon[image: External link].[178] She did not hold a security clearance[image: External link] or attend National Security Council[image: External link] meetings, but played a role in U.S. diplomacy attaining its objectives.[179] A March 1995 five-nation trip to South Asia, on behest of the U.S. State Department[image: External link] and without her husband, sought to improve relations with India and Pakistan.[180] Clinton was troubled by the plight of women she encountered, but found a warm response from the people of the countries she visited and gained a better relationship with the American press corps.[181] The trip was a transformative experience for her and presaged her eventual career in diplomacy.[182]

In a September 1995 speech[image: External link] before the Fourth World Conference on Women[image: External link] in Beijing, Clinton argued very forcefully against practices that abused women around the world and in the People's Republic of China itself,[183] declaring that "it is no longer acceptable to discuss women's rights as separate from human rights".[183] Delegates from over 180 countries heard her say: "If there is one message that echoes forth from this conference, let it be that human rights are women's rights and women's rights are human rights, once and for all."[184] In doing so, she resisted both internal administration and Chinese pressure to soften her remarks.[177][184] The speech became a key moment in the empowerment of women and years later women around the world would recite Clinton's key phrases.[185] She was one of the most prominent international figures during the late 1990s to speak out against the treatment of Afghan women by the Taliban[image: External link].[186][187] She helped create Vital Voices, an international initiative sponsored by the U.S. to encourage the participation of women in the political processes of their countries.[188] It and Clinton's own visits encouraged women to make themselves heard in the Northern Ireland peace process[image: External link].[189]
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 Whitewater and other investigations




For more details on these investigations, see Whitewater controversy, Travelgate[image: External link], Filegate[image: External link], and Hillary Rodham cattle futures controversy[image: External link].

First Lady Clinton was a subject of several investigations by the United States Office of the Independent Counsel[image: External link], committees of the U.S. Congress, and the press.

The Whitewater controversy was the focus of media attention from the publication of a New York Times report during the 1992 presidential campaign[190] and throughout her time as first lady. The Clintons had lost their late-1970s investment in the Whitewater Development Corporation; at the same time, their partners in that investment, Jim and Susan McDougal, operated Madison Guaranty[image: External link], a savings and loan[image: External link] institution that retained the legal services of Rose Law Firm[191] and may have been improperly subsidizing Whitewater losses.[190] Madison Guaranty later failed, and Clinton's work at Rose was scrutinized for a possible conflict of interest in representing the bank before state regulators that her husband had appointed.[190] She said she had done minimal work for the bank.[192] Independent counsels Robert Fiske[image: External link] and Kenneth Starr subpoenaed Clinton's legal billing records; she said she did not know where they were.[193][194] The records were found in the First Lady's White House book room after a two-year search and delivered to investigators in early 1996.[194] The delayed appearance of the records sparked intense interest and another investigation concerning how they surfaced and where they had been.[194] Clinton's staff attributed the problem to continual changes in White House storage areas since the move from the Arkansas Governor's Mansion.[195] On January 26, 1996, Clinton became the first first lady to be subpoenaed to testify before a federal grand jury.[193] After several Independent Counsels had investigated, a final report was issued in 2000 that stated there was insufficient evidence that either Clinton had engaged in criminal wrongdoing.[196]

Scrutiny of the May 1993 firings of the White House Travel Office employees, an affair that became known as "Travelgate", began with charges that the White House had used audited financial irregularities in the Travel Office operation as an excuse to replace the staff with friends from Arkansas.[197] The 1996 discovery of a two-year-old White House memo caused the investigation to focus on whether Clinton had orchestrated the firings and whether the statements she made to investigators about her role in the firings were true.[198][199] The 2000 final Independent Counsel report concluded she was involved in the firings and that she had made "factually false" statements, but that there was insufficient evidence that she knew the statements were false, or knew that her actions would lead to firings, to prosecute her.[200]

In March 1994, newspaper reports revealed her spectacular profits from cattle futures trading[image: External link] in 1978–79.[201] Allegations were made in the press of conflict of interest and disguised bribery, and several individuals analyzed her trading records, but no formal investigation was made and she was never charged with any wrongdoing.[202]

An outgrowth of the "Travelgate" investigation was the June 1996 discovery of improper White House access to hundreds of FBI background reports on former Republican White House employees, an affair that some called "Filegate".[203] Accusations were made that Clinton had requested these files and that she had recommended hiring an unqualified individual to head the White House Security Office.[204] The 2000 final Independent Counsel report found no substantial or credible evidence that Clinton had any role or showed any misconduct in the matter.[203]

There was a controversy that arose in early 2001 over gifts made to the White House, rather than to the Clintons personally, that were removed and shipped to the Clintons' private residence during the last year of Bill Clinton's time in office.[205][206]
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 Response to Lewinsky scandal




Further information: Lewinsky scandal


In 1998, the Clintons' relationship became the subject of much speculation when investigations revealed that the President had engaged in an extramarital affair with White House intern Monica Lewinsky.[207] Events surrounding the Lewinsky scandal eventually led to the impeachment of Bill Clinton by the House of Representatives and later acquittal by the Senate. When the allegations against her husband were first made public, Hillary Clinton stated that the allegations were part of a "vast right-wing conspiracy",[208][209] characterizing the Lewinsky charges as the latest in a long, organized, collaborative series of charges by Bill's political enemies[g] rather than any wrongdoing by her husband. She later said that she had been misled by her husband's initial claims that no affair had taken place.[211] After the evidence of President Clinton's encounters with Lewinsky became incontrovertible, she issued a public statement reaffirming her commitment to their marriage, but privately was reported to be furious at him and was unsure if she wanted to stay in the marriage.[212] The White House residence staff noticed a pronounced level of tension between the couple during this period.[213]

Public reaction varied. Some women admired her strength and poise in private matters that were made public, some sympathized with her as a victim of her husband's insensitive behavior, others criticized her as being an enabler[image: External link] to her husband's indiscretions, while still others accused her of cynically staying in a failed marriage as a way of keeping or even fostering her own political influence.[214] Her public approval ratings in the wake of the revelations shot upward to around 70 percent, the highest they had ever been.[214] In her 2003 memoir, she would attribute her decision to stay married to "a love that has persisted for decades" and add: "No one understands me better and no one can make me laugh the way Bill does. Even after all these years, he is still the most interesting, energizing and fully alive person I have ever met."[215]

Matters surrounding the Lewinsky scandal left Bill Clinton with substantial legal bills; in 2014, Hillary would state that she and Bill had left the White House "not only dead broke, but in debt." The statement may have been literally accurate but ignored the potentially enormous earnings potential of ex-presidents giving paid speeches upon leaving office as well as the couple's ability to secure loans from banks.[216]
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 Traditional duties




Clinton initiated and was the founding chair of Save America's Treasures, a nationwide effort matching federal funds with private donations in order to preserve and restore historic items and sites,[217] including the flag that inspired "The Star-Spangled Banner[image: External link]" and the First Ladies Historic Site in Canton, Ohio[image: External link].[59] She was head of the White House Millennium Council[218] and hosted Millennium Evenings,[219] a series of lectures that discussed futures studies[image: External link], one of which became the first live simultaneous webcast[image: External link] from the White House.[59] Clinton also created the first White House Sculpture Garden, located in the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden[image: External link], which displayed large contemporary American works of art loaned from museums.[220]

In the White House, Clinton placed donated handicrafts of contemporary American artisans, such as pottery and glassware, on rotating display in the state rooms[image: External link].[59] She oversaw the restoration of the Blue Room[image: External link] to be historically authentic to the period of James Monroe[221] and the Map Room[image: External link] to how it looked during World War II.[222] Working with Arkansas interior decorator Kaki Hockersmith over an eight-year period, she oversaw extensive, privately funded redecoration efforts around the building, often trying to make it look brighter.[223] These included changing the look of the Treaty Room[image: External link], a presidential study, to along 19th century lines.[222] Overall the redecoration brought mixed notices, with Victorian furnishings for the Lincoln Sitting Room[image: External link] being criticized the most.[223] Clinton hosted many large-scale events at the White House, including a state dinner for visiting Chinese dignitaries, a New Year's Eve celebration at the turn of the 21st century, and a state dinner honoring the bicentennial of the White House in November 2000.[59]
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 United States Senate




Main article: United States Senate career of Hillary Clinton
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 2000 U.S. Senate election




Main article: United States Senate election in New York, 2000


When New York's long-serving U.S. Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan[image: External link] announced his retirement in November 1998, several prominent Democratic figures, including Representative Charles Rangel[image: External link] of New York, urged Clinton to run for Moynihan's open seat in the Senate election of 2000[image: External link].[224] Once she decided to run, the Clintons purchased a home in Chappaqua, New York, north of New York City, in September 1999.[225] She became the first First Lady of the United States to be a candidate for elected office.[226] Initially, Clinton expected to face Rudy Giuliani[image: External link] (the mayor of New York City) as her Republican opponent in the election. Giuliani withdrew from the race in May 2000 after he was diagnosed with prostate cancer and matters related to his failing marriage became public, and Clinton instead faced Rick Lazio[image: External link], a Republican member of the U.S. House of Representatives representing New York's 2nd congressional district[image: External link]. Throughout the campaign, opponents accused Clinton of carpetbagging[image: External link], as she had never resided in New York nor participated in the state's politics before the 2000 Senate race.[227]

Clinton began her campaign, which was managed by Bill de Blasio[image: External link], by visiting all 62 counties in the State, in a "listening tour" of small-group settings.[228] She devoted considerable time in traditionally Republican Upstate New York[image: External link] regions.[229] Clinton vowed to improve the economic situation in those areas, promising to deliver 200,000 jobs to the state over her term. Her plan included tax credits to reward job creation and encourage business investment, especially in the high-tech sector. She called for personal tax cuts for college tuition and long-term care.[229]

The contest drew national attention. Lazio blundered during a September debate by seeming to invade Clinton's personal space[image: External link] trying to get her to sign a fundraising agreement.[230] The campaigns of Clinton and Lazio, along with Giuliani's initial effort, spent a record combined $90 million.[231] Clinton won the election on November 7, 2000, with 55 percent of the vote to Lazio's 43 percent.[230] She was sworn in as U.S. senator on January 3, 2001,[232] making her the first (and so far only) woman to have held an elected office either while,[h] or after, serving as first lady.
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 First term




Upon entering the Senate, Clinton maintained a low public profile and built relationships with senators from both parties.[233] She forged alliances with religiously inclined senators by becoming a regular participant in the Senate Prayer Breakfast.[153][234] She served on five Senate committees: Committee on Budget[image: External link] (2001–02),[235] Committee on Armed Services[image: External link] (2003–09),[236] Committee on Environment and Public Works[image: External link] (2001–09),[235] Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions[image: External link] (2001–09)[235] and Special Committee on Aging[image: External link].[237] She was also a member of the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe[image: External link][238] (2001–09).[239]

Following the September 11 terrorist attacks[image: External link], Clinton sought to obtain funding for the recovery efforts in New York City and security improvements in her state. Working with New York's senior senator, Charles Schumer[image: External link], she was instrumental in securing $21 billion in funding for the World Trade Center site[image: External link]'s redevelopment.[240] She subsequently took a leading role in investigating the health issues faced by 9/11 first responders[image: External link].[241] Clinton voted for the USA Patriot Act[image: External link] in October 2001. In 2005, when the act was up for renewal, she expressed concerns with the USA Patriot Act Reauthorization Conference Report regarding civil liberties,[242] before voting in favor of the USA PATRIOT Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005[image: External link] in March 2006 that gained large majority support.[243]

Clinton strongly supported the 2001 U.S. military action in Afghanistan[image: External link], saying it was a chance to combat terrorism while improving the lives of Afghan women who suffered under the Taliban government.[244] Clinton voted in favor of the October 2002 Iraq War Resolution[image: External link], which authorized President George W. Bush to use military force against Iraq.[245]

After the Iraq War[image: External link] began, Clinton made trips to Iraq and Afghanistan to visit American troops stationed there. On a visit to Iraq in February 2005, Clinton noted that the insurgency had failed to disrupt the democratic elections held earlier and that parts of the country were functioning well.[246] Observing that war deployments were draining regular and reserve forces, she co-introduced legislation to increase the size of the regular U.S. Army[image: External link] by 80,000 soldiers to ease the strain.[247] In late 2005, Clinton said that while immediate withdrawal from Iraq would be a mistake, Bush's pledge to stay "until the job is done" was also misguided, as it gave Iraqis "an open-ended invitation not to take care of themselves".[248] Her stance caused frustration among those in the Democratic Party who favored quick withdrawal.[249] Clinton supported retaining and improving health benefits for reservists and lobbied against the closure of several military bases, especially those in New York.[250][251] She used her position on the Armed Services Committee to forge close relationships with a number of high-ranking military officers.[251] (By 2014 and 2015 Clinton had fully reversed herself on the Iraq War Resolution, saying that she "got it wrong" and the vote in support had been a "mistake".[252])

Clinton voted against President Bush's two major tax cut packages, the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001[image: External link] and the Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003[image: External link].[253] Clinton voted against the 2005 confirmation of John Roberts as Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link] and the 2006 confirmation of Samuel Alito[image: External link] to the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link], filibustering[image: External link] the latter.[254][255]

In 2005, Clinton called for the Federal Trade Commission[image: External link] to investigate how hidden sex scenes[image: External link] showed up in the controversial video game Grand Theft Auto: San Andreas[image: External link].[256] Along with Senators Joe Lieberman and Evan Bayh, she introduced the Family Entertainment Protection Act, intended to protect children from inappropriate content found in video games. In 2004 and 2006, Clinton voted against the Federal Marriage Amendment[image: External link] that sought to prohibit same-sex marriage.[253][257]

Looking to establish a "progressive infrastructure" to rival that of American conservatism[image: External link], Clinton played a formative role in conversations that led to the 2003 founding of former Clinton administration Chief of Staff John Podesta's Center for American Progress, shared aides with Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington[image: External link], founded in 2003, and advised the Clintons' former antagonist David Brock's Media Matters for America[image: External link], created in 2004.[258] Following the 2004 Senate elections[image: External link], she successfully pushed new Democratic Senate leader Harry Reid[image: External link] to create a Senate war room[image: External link] to handle daily political messaging.[259]
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 2006 re-election campaign




Main article: United States Senate election in New York, 2006


In November 2004, Clinton announced that she would seek a second Senate term. Clinton easily won the Democratic nomination over opposition from antiwar activist Jonathan Tasini[image: External link].[260] The early frontrunner for the Republican nomination, Westchester County[image: External link] District Attorney[image: External link] Jeanine Pirro[image: External link], withdrew from the contest after several months of poor campaign performance.[261] Clinton's eventual opponent in the general election was Republican candidate John Spencer[image: External link], a former mayor of Yonkers[image: External link]. Clinton won the election on November 7, 2006, with 67 percent of the vote to Spencer's 31 percent,[262] carrying all but four of New York's sixty-two counties.[263] Her campaign spent $36 million for her re-election, more than any other candidate for Senate in the 2006 elections. Some Democrats criticized her for spending too much in a one-sided contest, while some supporters were concerned she did not leave more funds for a potential presidential bid in 2008.[264] In the following months, she transferred $10 million of her Senate funds toward her presidential campaign.[265]
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 Second term




Clinton opposed the Iraq War troop surge of 2007[image: External link], for both military and domestic political reasons (by the following year, she was privately acknowledging that the surge had been successful).[i] In March of that year, she voted in favor of a war-spending bill that required President Bush to begin withdrawing troops from Iraq by a deadline; it passed almost completely along party lines[267] but was subsequently vetoed by Bush. In May, a compromise war funding bill that removed withdrawal deadlines but tied funding to progress benchmarks for the Iraqi government passed the Senate by a vote of 80–14 and would be signed by Bush; Clinton was one of those who voted against it.[268] Clinton responded to General David Petraeus[image: External link]'s September 2007 Report to Congress on the Situation in Iraq[image: External link] by saying, "I think that the reports that you provide to us really require a willing suspension of disbelief."[269]

In March 2007, in response to the dismissal of U.S. attorneys controversy[image: External link], Clinton called on Attorney General Alberto Gonzales[image: External link] to resign.[270] Regarding the high-profile, hotly debated immigration reform bill known as the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act of 2007[image: External link], Clinton cast several votes in support of the bill, which eventually failed to gain cloture[image: External link].[271]

As the financial crisis of 2007–08[image: External link] reached a peak with the liquidity crisis of September 2008, Clinton supported the proposed bailout of the U.S. financial system[image: External link], voting in favor of the $700 billion law that created[image: External link] the Troubled Asset Relief Program[image: External link], saying that it represented the interests of the American people. It passed the Senate 74–25.[272]

In 2007, Clinton and Virginia Senator Jim Webb[image: External link] called for an investigation into whether the body armor issued to soldiers in Iraq was adequate.[273]
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 2008 presidential campaign




Main article: Hillary Clinton presidential campaign, 2008


Clinton had been preparing for a potential candidacy for U.S. President since at least early 2003.[274] On January 20, 2007, she announced via her website the formation of a presidential exploratory committee[image: External link] for the United States presidential election of 2008[image: External link], stating "I'm in, and I'm in to win."[275] No woman had ever been nominated by a major party for the presidency, and no First Lady had ever run for President. When Bill Clinton became president in 1993, a blind trust[image: External link] was established; in April 2007, the Clintons liquidated the blind trust to avoid the possibility of ethical conflicts or political embarrassments as Hillary undertook her presidential race.[276] Later disclosure statements revealed that the couple's worth was now upwards of $50 million,[276] and that they had earned over $100 million since 2000, with most of it coming from Bill's books, speaking engagements, and other activities.[277]

Throughout the first half of 2007, Clinton led candidates competing for the Democratic presidential nomination in opinion polls for the election[image: External link]. Senator Barack Obama of Illinois and former Senator John Edwards of North Carolina were her strongest competitors.[245] The biggest threat to her campaign was her past support of the Iraq War, which Obama had opposed from the beginning.[245] Clinton and Obama both set records for early fundraising, swapping the money lead each quarter.[278]

By September 2007, polling in the first six states holding Democratic contests showed that Clinton was leading in all of them, with the races being closest in Iowa and South Carolina. By the following month, national polls showed Clinton far ahead of Democratic competitors.[279] At the end of October, Clinton suffered a rare poor debate performance[image: External link] against Obama, Edwards, and her other opponents.[280][281] Obama's message of change began to resonate with the Democratic electorate better than Clinton's message of experience.[282] The race tightened considerably, especially in the early states of Iowa, New Hampshire, and South Carolina, with Clinton losing her lead in some polls by December.[283]

In the first vote of 2008, she placed third in the January 3 Iowa Democratic caucus[image: External link] behind Obama and Edwards.[284] Obama gained ground in national polling in the next few days, with all polls predicting a victory for him in the New Hampshire primary[image: External link].[285] Clinton gained a surprise win there on January 8, defeating Obama narrowly.[286] It was the first time a woman had won a major American party's presidential primary for the purposes of delegate selection.[287] Explanations for Clinton's New Hampshire comeback varied but often centered on her being seen more sympathetically, especially by women, after her eyes welled with tears and her voice broke while responding to a voter's question the day before the election.[288]

The nature of the contest fractured in the next few days. Several remarks by Bill Clinton and other surrogates,[289] and a remark by Hillary Clinton concerning Martin Luther King, Jr. and Lyndon B. Johnson,[j] were perceived by many as, accidentally or intentionally, limiting Obama as a racially oriented candidate or otherwise denying the post-racial significance and accomplishments of his campaign.[290] Despite attempts by both Hillary and Obama to downplay the issue, Democratic voting became more polarized as a result, with Clinton losing much of her support among African Americans.[289][291] She lost by a two-to-one margin to Obama in the January 26 South Carolina primary[image: External link],[291] setting up, with Edwards soon dropping out, an intense two-person contest for the twenty-two February 5 Super Tuesday[image: External link] states. Bill Clinton had made more statements attracting criticism for their perceived racial implications late in the South Carolina campaign, and his role was seen as damaging enough to her that a wave of supporters within and outside of the campaign said the former President "needs to stop".[292] The South Carolina campaign had done lasting damage to Hillary Clinton, eroding her support among the Democratic establishment and leading to the prized endorsement of Obama by Ted Kennedy.[293]

On Super Tuesday, Clinton won the largest states, such as California[image: External link], New York[image: External link], New Jersey[image: External link] and Massachusetts[image: External link], while Obama won more states;[294] they almost evenly split the total popular vote.[295] But Obama was gaining more pledged delegates[image: External link] for his share of the popular vote due to better exploitation of the Democratic proportional allocation rules.[296]

The Clinton campaign had counted on winning the nomination by Super Tuesday and was unprepared financially and logistically for a prolonged effort; lagging in Internet fundraising as Clinton began loaning money to her campaign.[282][297] There was continuous turmoil within the campaign staff and she made several top-level personnel changes.[297][298] Obama won the next eleven February contests across the country, often by large margins, and took a significant pledged delegate lead over Clinton.[296][297] On March 4, Clinton broke the string of losses by winning in Ohio[image: External link] among other places,[297] where her criticism of NAFTA, a major legacy of her husband's presidency, helped in a state where the trade agreement was unpopular.[299] Throughout the campaign, Obama dominated caucuses[image: External link], for which the Clinton campaign largely ignored preparation.[282][296] Obama did well in primaries where African Americans or younger, college-educated, or more affluent voters were heavily represented; Clinton did well in primaries where Hispanics or older, non-college-educated, or working-class white voters predominated.[300][301] Behind in delegates, Clinton's best hope of winning the nomination came in persuading uncommitted, party-appointed superdelegates.[302]

Clinton's admission in late March, that her repeated campaign statements about having been under hostile fire from snipers during a March 1996 visit to U.S. troops at Tuzla Air Base[image: External link] in Bosnia and Herzegovina were not true, attracted considerable media attention.[303] On April 22, she won the Pennsylvania primary[image: External link] and kept her campaign alive.[304] On May 6, a narrower-than-expected win in the Indiana primary[image: External link], coupled with a large loss in the North Carolina primary[image: External link], ended any realistic chance she had of winning the nomination.[304] She vowed to stay on through the remaining primaries, but stopped attacks against Obama; as one advisor stated, "She could accept losing. She could not accept quitting."[304] She won some of the remaining contests, and indeed over the last three months of the campaign won more delegates, states, and votes than Obama, but she failed to overcome Obama's lead.[297]

Following the final primaries on June 3, 2008, Obama had gained enough delegates to become the presumptive nominee[image: External link].[305] In a speech before her supporters on June 7, Clinton ended her campaign and endorsed Obama.[306] By campaign's end, Clinton had won 1,640 pledged delegates to Obama's 1,763;[307] at the time of the clinching, Clinton had 286 superdelegates to Obama's 395,[308] with those numbers widening to 256 versus 438 once Obama was acknowledged the winner.[307] Clinton and Obama each received over 17 million votes during the nomination process[k] with both breaking the previous record.[309] Clinton was the first woman to run in the primary or caucus of every state, and she eclipsed, by a very wide margin, Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm[image: External link]'s 1972 marks[image: External link] for most votes garnered and delegates won by a woman.[287] Clinton gave a passionate speech supporting Obama at the 2008 Democratic National Convention and campaigned frequently for him in fall 2008, which concluded with his victory over McCain in the general election on November 4.[310] Clinton's campaign ended up severely in debt; she owed millions of dollars to outside vendors and wrote off the $13 million that she lent it herself.[311] The debt was eventually paid off by the beginning of 2013.[311]
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 U.S. Secretary of State




Main article: Hillary Clinton's tenure as Secretary of State


See also: Foreign policy of Barack Obama
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 Nomination and confirmation




In mid-November 2008, President-elect Obama and Clinton discussed the possibility of her serving as U.S. Secretary of State[image: External link] in his administration.[312] She was initially quite reluctant, but on November 20, she told Obama she would accept the position.[313][314] On December 1, President-elect Obama formally announced that Clinton would be his nominee for Secretary of State.[315][316] Clinton said she did not want to leave the Senate, but that the new position represented a "difficult and exciting adventure".[316] As part of the nomination and in order to relieve concerns of conflict of interest, Bill Clinton agreed to accept several conditions and restrictions regarding his ongoing activities and fundraising efforts for the William J. Clinton Foundation and Clinton Global Initiative[image: External link].[317]

The appointment required a Saxbe fix[image: External link], passed and signed into law in December 2008.[318] Confirmation hearings before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee[image: External link] began on January 13, 2009, a week before the Obama inauguration; two days later, the Committee voted 16–1 to approve Clinton.[319] By this time, her public approval rating had reached 65 percent, the highest point since the Lewinsky scandal.[320] On January 21, 2009, Clinton was confirmed in the full Senate by a vote of 94–2.[321] Clinton took the oath of office of Secretary of State, resigning from the Senate[image: External link] later that day.[322] She became the first former first lady to serve in the United States Cabinet.[323]
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 First half of tenure




Clinton spent her initial days as Secretary of State telephoning dozens of world leaders and indicating that U.S. foreign policy[image: External link] would change direction: "We have a lot of damage to repair."[324] She advocated an expanded role in global economic issues for the State Department[image: External link] and cited the need for an increased U.S. diplomatic presence, especially in Iraq where the Defense Department had conducted diplomatic missions[image: External link].[325] Clinton announced the most ambitious of her departmental reforms, the Quadrennial Diplomacy and Development Review, which establishes specific objectives for the State Department's diplomatic missions abroad; it was modeled after a similar process[image: External link] in the Defense Department that she was familiar with from her time on the Senate Armed Services Committee[image: External link].[326] The first such review was issued in late 2010 and called for the U.S. leading through "civilian power" as a cost-effective way of responding to international challenges and defusing crises.[327] It also sought to institutionalize goals of empowering women throughout the world.[184] A cause Clinton advocated throughout her tenure was the adoption of cookstoves[image: External link] in the developing world, to foster cleaner and more environmentally sound food preparation and reduce smoke dangers to women.[313]

In an internal debate regarding the war in Afghanistan[image: External link] during 2009, Clinton sided with the military's recommendations for a maximal "Afghanistan surge", recommending 40,000 troops and no public deadline for withdrawal; she prevailed over Vice President Joe Biden's opposition, but eventually supported Obama's compromise plan to send an additional 30,000 troops and tie the surge to a timetable for eventual withdrawal[image: External link].[251][328] In March 2009, Clinton presented Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov[image: External link] with a "reset button[image: External link]" symbolizing U.S. attempts to rebuild ties with that country under its new president, Dmitry Medvedev[image: External link].[329][330] The photo op[image: External link] was remembered for a mistranslation into Russian. The policy, which became known as the Russian reset[image: External link], led to improved cooperation in several areas during Medvedev's time in office, but relations would worsen considerably following Vladimir Putin[image: External link]'s return to the position in 2012.[329] In October 2009, on a trip to Switzerland, Clinton's intervention overcame last-minute snags and saved the signing of an historic Turkish–Armenian accord[image: External link] that established diplomatic relations and opened the border between the two long-hostile nations.[331][332] In Pakistan, she engaged in several unusually blunt discussions with students, talk show hosts, and tribal elders, in an attempt to repair the Pakistani image of the U.S.[182][l] Beginning in 2010, she helped organize a diplomatic isolation and international sanctions regime against Iran, in an effort to force curtailment of that country's nuclear program[image: External link]; this would eventually lead to the multinational Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action[image: External link] being agreed to in 2015.[313][334][335]

Clinton and Obama forged a good working relationship without power struggles; she was a team player within the administration and a defender of it to the outside, and was careful that neither she nor her husband would upstage the president.[336][337] Clinton formed an alliance with Secretary of Defense Gates as they shared similar strategic outlooks.[338] Obama and Clinton both approached foreign policy as a largely non-ideological, pragmatic exercise.[313] She met with him weekly but did not have the close, daily relationship that some of her predecessors had had with their presidents;[337] moreover, certain key areas of policymaking were kept inside the White House or Pentagon.[339][340] Nevertheless, the president had trust in her actions.[313]

In a prepared speech in January 2010, Clinton drew analogies between the Iron Curtain[image: External link] and the free and unfree Internet.[341] Chinese officials reacted negatively towards it and the speech garnered attention as the first time a senior American official had clearly defined the Internet as a key element of American foreign policy.[342] In July 2010, she visited Korea, Vietnam, Pakistan, and Afghanistan, all the while preparing for the July 31 wedding of daughter Chelsea amid much media attention.[343]
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 Second half of tenure




The 2011 Egyptian protests[image: External link] posed the most challenging foreign policy crisis for the administration yet.[344] Clinton's public response quickly evolved from an early assessment that the government of Hosni Mubarak[image: External link] was "stable", to a stance that there needed to be an "orderly transition [to] a democratic participatory government", to a condemnation of violence against the protesters.[345][346] Obama came to rely upon Clinton's advice, organization, and personal connections in the behind-the-scenes response to developments.[344] As Arab Spring[image: External link] protests spread throughout the region, Clinton was at the forefront of a U.S. response that she recognized was sometimes contradictory, backing some regimes while supporting protesters against others.[347]

As the Libyan Civil War[image: External link] took place, Clinton's shift in favor of military intervention aligned her with Ambassador to the UN[image: External link] Susan Rice[image: External link] and National Security Council figure Samantha Power[image: External link] and was a key turning point in overcoming internal administration opposition from Defense Secretary Gates, security advisor Thomas E. Donilon[image: External link], and counterterrorism advisor John Brennan[image: External link] in gaining the backing for, and Arab and U.N. approval of, the 2011 military intervention in Libya[image: External link].[347][348][349] Secretary Clinton testified to Congress that the administration did not need congressional authorization[image: External link] for its military intervention in Libya, despite objections from some members of both parties that the administration was violating the War Powers Resolution[image: External link], and the State Department's legal advisor argued the same when the Resolution's 60-day limit for unauthorized wars was passed (a view that prevailed in a legal debate within the Obama administration).[350] Clinton later used U.S. allies and what she called "convening power" to promote unity among the Libyan rebels[image: External link] as they eventually overthrew the Gaddafi regime[image: External link].[348] The aftermath of the Libyan Civil War[image: External link] saw the country becoming a failed state[image: External link],[351] and the wisdom of the intervention and interpretation of what happened afterward would become the subject of considerable debate.[352][353][354]

During April 2011 internal deliberations of the president's innermost circle of advisors over whether to order U.S. special forces[image: External link] to conduct a raid into Pakistan against Osama bin Laden, Clinton was among those who argued in favor, saying the importance of getting bin Laden outweighed the risks to the U.S. relationship with Pakistan.[355][356] Following completion of the mission on May 2, which resulted in bin Laden's death, Clinton played a key role in the administration's decision not to release photographs of the dead al-Qaeda leader.[357] During internal discussions regarding Iraq in 2011, Clinton argued for keeping a residual force of up to 10,000–20,000 U.S. troops there (all ended up being withdrawn after negotiations for a revised U.S.–Iraq Status of Forces Agreement[image: External link] failed).[251][358]

In a speech before the United Nations Human Rights Council[image: External link] in December 2011, Clinton said that "Gay rights are human rights", and that the U.S. would advocate for gay rights[image: External link] and legal protections of gays abroad.[359] The same period saw her overcome internal administration opposition with a direct appeal to Obama and stage the first visit to Burma[image: External link] by a U.S. secretary of state since 1955, as she met with Burmese leaders as well as opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi[image: External link] and sought to support the 2011 Burmese democratic reforms[image: External link].[360][361] She also said that the 21st century would be "America's Pacific century",[362] a declaration that was part of the Obama administration's "pivot to Asia"[image: External link].[363]

During the Syrian Civil War[image: External link], Clinton and the Obama administration initially sought to persuade Syrian President Bashar al-Assad[image: External link] to engage popular demonstrations with reform, then as government violence allegedly rose in August 2011, called for him to resign from the presidency.[364] The administration joined several countries in delivering non-lethal assistance to so-called rebels opposed to the Assad government[image: External link] and humanitarian groups working in Syria.[365] During mid-2012, Clinton formed a plan with CIA Director David Petraeus to further strengthen the opposition by arming and training vetted groups of Syrian rebels, but the proposal was rejected by the White House officials who were reluctant to become entangled in the conflict and who feared that extremists hidden among the rebels might turn the weapons against other targets.[360][366]

In December 2012 Clinton was hospitalized for a few days for treatment of a blood clot[image: External link] in her right transverse[image: External link] venous sinus[image: External link].[367] Her doctors had discovered the clot during a follow-up examination for a concussion[image: External link] she had sustained when she fainted and fell nearly three weeks earlier, as a result of severe dehydration from a viral intestinal ailment[image: External link] acquired during a trip to Europe.[367][368] The clot, which caused no immediate neurological injury, was treated with anticoagulant[image: External link] medication, and her doctors have said she has made a full recovery.[368][369][m]
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Throughout her time in office, and in her final speech concluding it, Clinton viewed "smart power[image: External link]" as the strategy for asserting U.S. leadership and values—in a world of varied threats, weakened central governments, and increasingly important nongovernmental entities—by combining military hard power[image: External link] with diplomacy and U.S. soft power[image: External link] capacities in global economics, development aid, technology, creativity, and human rights advocacy.[348][373] As such, she became the first secretary of state to methodically implement the smart power approach.[374] In debates over use of military force, she was generally one of the more hawkish[image: External link] voices in the administration.[251][338][358] In August 2011 she hailed the ongoing multinational military intervention in Libya and the initial U.S. response towards the Syrian Civil War as examples of smart power in action.[375]

Clinton greatly expanded the State Department's use of social media[image: External link], including Facebook and Twitter, both to get its message out and to help empower citizens of foreign countries vis-à-vis their governments.[348] And in the Mideast turmoil, Clinton particularly saw an opportunity to advance one of the central themes of her tenure, the empowerment and welfare of women and girls worldwide.[184] Moreover, in a formulation that became known as the "Hillary Doctrine", she viewed women's rights as critical for U.S. security interests, due to a link between the level of violence against women and gender inequality within a state and the instability and challenge to international security of that state.[336][376] In turn, there was a trend of women around the world finding more opportunities, and in some cases feeling safer, as the result of her actions and visibility.[377]

Clinton visited 112 countries during her tenure, making her the most widely traveled secretary of state[378][n] (Time magazine wrote that "Clinton's endurance is legendary").[348] The first secretary of state to visit countries such as Togo[image: External link] and East Timor[image: External link], she believed that in-person visits were more important than ever in the virtual age.[381] As early as March 2011, she indicated she was not interested in serving a second term as Secretary of State should Obama be re-elected in 2012[image: External link];[349] in December 2012, following that re-election, Obama nominated Senator John Kerry to be Clinton's successor.[368] Her last day as Secretary of State was February 1, 2013.[382] Upon her departure, analysts commented that Clinton's tenure did not bring any signature diplomatic breakthroughs as some other Secretaries of State had,[339][340] and highlighted her focus on goals that she thought were less tangible but would have more lasting effect.[383]
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 Benghazi attack and subsequent hearings




See also: 2012 Benghazi attack[image: External link] and United States House Select Committee on Benghazi[image: External link]


On September 11, 2012, the U.S. diplomatic mission in Benghazi, Libya, was attacked[image: External link], resulting in the deaths of the U.S. Ambassador, J. Christopher Stevens[image: External link], and three other Americans. The attack, questions surrounding the security of the U.S. consulate, and the varying explanations given afterward by administration officials[image: External link] for what had happened became politically controversial in the U.S.[384] On October 15, Clinton took responsibility for the question of security lapses and said the differing explanations were due to the inevitable fog of war[image: External link] confusion after such events.[384][385]

On December 19, a panel led by Thomas R. Pickering[image: External link] and Michael Mullen[image: External link] issued its report on the matter. It was sharply critical of State Department officials in Washington for ignoring requests for more guards and safety upgrades, and for failing to adapt security procedures to a deteriorating security environment.[386] It focused its criticism on the department's Bureau of Diplomatic Security[image: External link] and Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs[image: External link]; four State Department officials at the assistant secretary level and below were removed from their posts as a consequence.[387] Clinton said she accepted the conclusions of the report and that changes were underway to implement its suggested recommendations.[386]

Clinton gave testimony to two congressional foreign affairs committees on January 23, 2013, regarding the Benghazi attack. She defended her actions in response to the incident and, while still accepting formal responsibility, said she had had no direct role in specific discussions beforehand regarding consulate security.[388] Congressional Republicans challenged her on several points, to which she responded. In particular, after persistent questioning about whether or not the administration had issued inaccurate "talking points" after the attack, Clinton responded with the much-quoted rejoinder, "With all due respect, the fact is we had four dead Americans. Was it because of a protest or was it because of guys out for a walk one night who decided that they'd they go kill some Americans? What difference at this point does it make? It is our job to figure out what happened and do everything we can to prevent it from ever happening again, Senator."[388][389] In November 2014, the House Intelligence Committee[image: External link] issued a report that concluded there had been no wrongdoing in the administration's response to the attack.[390]

The House Select Committee on Benghazi[image: External link] was created in May 2014 and conducted a two-year investigation related to the 2012 attack.[391] Its actions were often seen through the prism of domestic politics.[391][392] This was especially the case in September 2015, when House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy[image: External link] credited the Benghazi hearings with lowering Clinton's poll numbers, thereby contradicting the Republicans' previous talking points on the investigation.[391][393] On October 22, 2015, Clinton testified at an all-day and nighttime session before the committee.[394][395] The hearing included many heated exchanges between committee members and Clinton, and among the committee members themselves.[394] Clinton was widely seen as emerging largely unscathed from the hearing, because of what the media perceived as a calm and unfazed demeanor, and a lengthy, meandering, repetitive line of questioning from the committee.[396] The committee issued competing final reports in June 2016 that broke along partisan lines,[391] with the Republican report offering some new details about the attack but no new evidence of culpability by Clinton.[392]
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Main article: Hillary Clinton email controversy


A controversy arose in March 2015, when it was revealed by the State Department's inspector general[image: External link] that Clinton had exclusively used personal email accounts on a non-government, privately maintained server—instead of email accounts maintained on federal government servers—when conducting official business during her tenure as secretary of state. Some experts, officials, members of Congress, and political opponents contended that her use of private messaging system[image: External link] software and a private server violated State Department protocols and procedures and federal laws and regulations governing recordkeeping requirements[image: External link]. The controversy occurred against the backdrop of Clinton's 2016 presidential election campaign and hearings held by the House Select Committee on Benghazi.[397][398]

In a joint statement released on July 15, 2015, the inspector general of the State Department and the inspector general of the intelligence community said that their review of the emails found information that was classified when sent, remained so at the time of their inspection, and "never should have been transmitted via an unclassified personal system."[399] They also stated unequivocally that this classified information should never have been stored outside of secure government computer systems.[399] Clinton had said over a period of months that she kept no classified information on the private server that she set up in her house.[399] Government policy, reiterated in the nondisclosure agreement signed by Clinton as part of gaining her security clearance, is that sensitive information can be considered as classified even if not marked as such.[400] After allegations were raised that some of the emails in question fell into the so-called "born classified" category, an FBI probe was initiated regarding how classified information was handled on the Clinton server.[401] The New York Times reported in February 2016 that nearly 2,100 emails stored on Clinton's server were retroactively marked classified by the State Department.[402] Additionally, the intelligence community's inspector general wrote Congress to say that some of the emails "contained classified State Department information when originated."[403] In May 2016, the inspector general of the State Department criticized her use of a private email server while secretary of state, stating that she had not requested permission for this and would not have received it if she had asked.[404]

Clinton maintained that she did not send or receive any emails from her personal server that were confidential at the time they were sent. In a Democratic debate with Bernie Sanders[image: External link] on February 4, 2016, Clinton said, "I never sent or received any classified material – they are retroactively classifying it." On July 2, 2016, Clinton stated: "Let me repeat what I have repeated for many months now, I never received nor sent any material that was marked classified."[405][406]

On July 5, 2016, the FBI concluded its investigation. In a statement, FBI director James Comey said:


110 e-mails in 52 e-mail chains have been determined by the owning agency to contain classified information at the time they were sent or received. Eight of those chains contained information that was Top Secret at the time they were sent; 36 chains contained Secret information at the time; and eight contained Confidential information, which is the lowest level of classification. Separate from those, about 2,000 additional e-mails were "up-classified" to make them Confidential; the information in those had not been classified at the time the e-mails were sent.[402][407]



Three emails, out of 30,000, were found to be marked as classified, although they lacked classified headers and were only marked with a small "c" in parentheses, described as "portion markings" by Comey. He also said it was possible Clinton was not "technically sophisticated" enough to understand what the three classified markings meant.[407] The probe found that Clinton used her personal email extensively while outside the United States, both sending and receiving work-related emails in the territory of sophisticated adversaries. The FBI assessed that it "is possible that hostile actors gained access to Secretary Clinton's personal email account."[402] Comey stated that although Clinton or her colleagues were "extremely careless in their handling of very sensitive, highly classified information", the FBI would recommend to the Justice Department that "no charges are appropriate in this case."[402] On July 6, 2016, U.S. Attorney General Loretta Lynch[image: External link] confirmed that the probe into Clinton's use of private email servers while secretary of state will be closed without criminal charges.[408]

On October 28, 2016, Comey notified Congress that the FBI started looking into newly discovered emails. Law enforcement officials stated the emails were found on a laptop belonging to Anthony Weiner[image: External link], the husband of Clinton aide Huma Abedin[image: External link]. On November 6, Comey notified Congress that the FBI had not changed its conclusion reached in July.[409] The notification was later cited by Clinton as a factor in her loss in the 2016 presidential election.[410]
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 Clinton Foundation and speeches




Main article: Clinton Foundation


When Clinton left the State Department, she became a private citizen for the first time in thirty years.[411] She and her daughter joined her husband as named members of the Bill, Hillary & Chelsea Clinton Foundation[image: External link] in 2013.[412] There she focused on early childhood development efforts, including an initiative called Too Small to Fail and a $600 million initiative to encourage the enrollment of girls in secondary schools worldwide, led by former Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard[image: External link].[412][413]

Clinton also led the No Ceilings: The Full Participation Project, a partnership with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation[image: External link] to gather and study data on the progress of women and girls around the world since the Beijing conference in 1995;[414] its March 2015 report said that while "There has never been a better time in history to be born a woman ... this data shows just how far we still have to go."[415] The foundation began accepting new donations from foreign governments, which it had stopped doing while she was secretary.[o] However, even though the Clinton Foundation had stopped taking donations from foreign governments, they continued to take large donations from foreign citizens who were sometimes linked to their governments.[418]

She began work on another volume of memoirs, and made appearances on the paid speaking circuit.[419] There she received $200,000–225,000 per engagement, often appearing before Wall Street[image: External link] firms or at business conventions[image: External link].[419][420] She also made some unpaid speeches on behalf of the foundation.[419] For the fifteen months ending in March 2015, Clinton earned over $11 million from her speeches.[421] For the overall period 2007–14, the Clintons earned almost $141 million, paid some $56 million in federal and state taxes, and donated about $15 million to charity.[422] As of 2015, she was estimated to be worth over $30 million on her own, or $45–53 million with her husband.[423]

Clinton resigned from the foundation's board in April 2015, when she began her presidential campaign, and the foundation said it would accept new foreign governmental donations from six Western nations only.[o]
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Main article: Hillary Clinton presidential campaign, 2016[image: External link]


Further information: United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]; Democratic Party presidential candidates, 2016[image: External link]; and Democratic Party presidential primaries, 2016[image: External link]


On April 12, 2015, Clinton formally announced her candidacy for the presidency in the 2016 election.[424] She had a campaign-in-waiting already in place, including a large donor network, experienced operatives, and the Ready for Hillary[image: External link] and Priorities USA Action[image: External link] political action committees, and other infrastructure.[425] The campaign's headquarters were established in the New York City borough[image: External link] of Brooklyn[image: External link].[426] Focuses of her campaign have included raising middle class incomes, establishing universal preschool[image: External link] and making college more affordable, and improving the Affordable Care Act[image: External link].[427][428] Initially considered a prohibitive favorite to win the Democratic nomination,[424] Clinton faced an unexpectedly strong challenge from democratic socialist[image: External link] Senator Bernie Sanders[image: External link] of Vermont, whose longtime stance against the influence of corporations and the wealthy in American politics resonated with a dissatisfied citizenry troubled by the effects of income inequality in the U.S.[image: External link] and contrasted with Clinton's Wall Street ties.[420][428]

In the initial contest of the primaries season, Clinton only very narrowly won the Iowa Democratic caucuses[image: External link], held February 1, over an increasingly popular Sanders,[429][430] making her the first woman to win the Iowa caucuses.[429] In the first primary, held in New Hampshire[image: External link] on February 9, she lost to Sanders by a wide margin.[431] Sanders was an increasing threat in the next contest, the Nevada caucuses[image: External link] on February 20,[432] but Clinton managed a five-percentage-point win, aided by final-days campaigning among casino workers.[433] Clinton followed that with a lopsided victory in the South Carolina primary[image: External link] on February 27.[432] These two victories stabilized her campaign and showed an avoidance of the management turmoil that harmed her 2008 effort.[432]

On March 1 ("Super Tuesday[image: External link]"), Clinton won seven of eleven contests, including a string of dominating victories across the South buoyed, as in South Carolina, by African-American voters, and opened up a significant lead in pledged delegates[image: External link] over Sanders.[434] She maintained this delegate lead across subsequent contests during the primary season, with a consistent pattern throughout being that Sanders did better among younger, whiter, more rural, and more liberal voters and in states that held caucuses or where eligibility was open[image: External link] to independents, while Clinton did better among older and more diverse voter populations and in states that held primaries or where eligibility was restricted to registered Democrats.[435][436][437]

By June 5, 2016, she had earned enough pledged delegates and supportive superdelegates for the media to consider her the presumptive nominee.[438] On June 7, after winning most of the states in the final major round of primaries, Clinton held a victory rally in Brooklyn in which she became the first woman to claim the status of presumptive nominee for a major American political party.[439] By campaign's end, Clinton had won 2,219 pledged delegates to Sanders' 1,832; with an estimated 594 superdelegates compared to Sanders' 47.[440] She received almost 17 million votes during the nominating process, as opposed to Sanders' 13 million.[441]

Clinton was formally nominated at the 2016 Democratic National Convention[image: External link] in Philadelphia on July 26, 2016, becoming the first woman to be nominated for president by a major U.S. political party.[442] Her choice of vice presidential running mate[image: External link], Senator Tim Kaine, was nominated by the Convention the following day.[443] Her opponents in the general election were Republican Donald Trump, Libertarian Gary Johnson[image: External link], and Jill Stein[image: External link] of the Green Party[image: External link].

Clinton held a significant lead in national polls[image: External link] over Trump throughout most of 2016. In early July, Trump and Clinton became tied in major polls following the FBI's conclusion of its investigation into her emails.[444] FBI Director[image: External link] James Comey concluded Clinton had been "extremely careless" in her handling of classified government material.[445] In late July, Trump gained his first lead over Clinton in major polls following a 3 to 4 percentage point convention bounce[image: External link] at the Republican National Convention[image: External link], in line with the average bounce in conventions since 2004[image: External link], although it is toward the small side by historical standards.[446][447] Following Clinton's 7 percentage point convention bounce at the Democratic National Convention[image: External link], she regained a significant lead in national polls at the start of August.[448][449]

Hillary Clinton was defeated by Donald Trump in the November 8, 2016 presidential election.[450] By the early morning hours of November 9, Trump had received 279 projected electoral college votes, with 270 needed to win, and media sources proclaimed him the winner.[451] Clinton then phoned Trump to concede and to congratulate him on his victory, whereupon Trump gave a victory speech.[452] The next morning Clinton made a public concession speech in which she acknowledged the pain of her loss, but called on her supporters to accept Trump as president, saying "We owe him an open mind and a chance to lead."[453] Though Clinton lost the election by only capturing 232 electors to Trump's 306, a month after the election the popular vote count showed her leading by more than 2.7 million votes, with many votes yet to be counted.[454] She is the fifth presidential candidate in U.S. history to win the popular vote but lose the election.[455]

On December 19. 2016, when electors formally voted, Clinton lost five of her initial 232 votes due to faithless electors, with three of her Washington[image: External link] votes instead being cast for Colin Powell[image: External link], one being cast for Faith Spotted Eagle[image: External link], and one in Hawaii[image: External link] being cast for Bernie Sanders[image: External link].[456]
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 Subsequent activities




In her capacity as a former First Lady, Clinton and her husband Bill (in his capacity as a former president) attended Donald Trump's inauguration[image: External link] with their daughter Chelsea. The morning of the inauguration Clinton wrote on her Twitter account, “I’m here today to honor our democracy & its enduring values, I will never stop believing in our country & its future.”[457]

On March 17, 2017 Clinton delivered a St. Patrick's Day[image: External link] speech in Scranton, Pennsylvania[image: External link]. Making reference to reports of her being seen taking walks in woods around Chappaqua following her loss in the presidential election,[458][459] Clinton indicated her readiness to emerge from "the woods" and become politically active again.[458]

In April 2017, Clinton commented that she will not seek public office again.[460]

On May 15, 2017, Clinton revealed Onward Together, a new political action committee that she wrote as being "dedicated to advancing the progressive vision that earned nearly 66 million votes in the last election", in a several tweets and an email.[461]

Clinton is also slated to release a memoir regarding the 2016 election in the Fall of 2017 through Simon & Schuster[image: External link].[462]
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 Comments on President Trump




On February 27, 2017, Clinton called on President Trump to address the shooting of two Indians by Adam Purinton[image: External link].[463] On April 6, in response to the Khan Shaykhun chemical attack[image: External link], Clinton said the US should take out the air fields of Bashar al-Assad[image: External link] and thereby "prevent him from being able to use them to bomb innocent people and drop sarin gas on them."[464] On May 2, Clinton said Trump's use of Twitter "doesn't work" when pursuing important negotiations and North Korea should not be consulted with an abandoning "of a broader strategic framework to try to get China, Japan, Russia, South Korea, to put the kind of pressure on the regime that will finally bring them to the negotiating table with some kind of realistic prospect for change."[465] While delivering the commencement speech at her alma mater Wellesley College[image: External link] on May 26, Clinton asserted President Trump's 2018 budget proposal was "a con" for underfunding domestic programs.[466] During an appearance at Recode's Code Conference on May 31, Clinton suggested Trump's incomplete tweet from earlier in the day was "a hidden message to the Russians."[467] The following day, after President Trump announced withdrawal of the US from the Paris Agreement[image: External link], Clinton tweeted that it was a "historic mistake."[468]

On March 24, 2017, after the postponing of a Congressional vote to repeal the Affordable Care Act, Clinton labeled the day "a victory for the 24,000,000 people at risk of losing their health insurance" and warned of an ongoing battle to maintain coverage.[469] Clinton went on to call the American Health Care Act[image: External link] "a disastrous bill" during a San Francisco[image: External link] speech four days later.[470] May 4, after the House narrowly passed the American Health Care Act, Clinton dubbed it a "shameful failure of policy & morality by GOP".[471]
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 Political positions




Main article: Political positions of Hillary Clinton


Several organizations have attempted to measure Clinton's place on the political spectrum[image: External link] scientifically using her Senate votes. National Journal[image: External link]'s 2004 study of roll-call votes assigned Clinton a rating of 30 in the political spectrum, relative to the Senate at the time, with a rating of 1 being most liberal and 100 being most conservative.[472] National Journal's subsequent rankings placed her as the 32nd-most liberal senator in 2006 and 16th-most liberal senator in 2007.[473] A 2004 analysis by political scientists Joshua D. Clinton of Princeton University[image: External link] and Simon Jackman and Doug Rivers of Stanford University[image: External link] found her to be likely the sixth-to-eighth-most liberal senator.[474] The Almanac of American Politics[image: External link], edited by Michael Barone[image: External link] and Richard E. Cohen[image: External link], rated her votes from 2003 through 2006 as liberal or conservative, with 100 as the highest rating, in three areas: Economic, Social, and Foreign. Averaged for the four years, the ratings are: Economic = 75 liberal, 23 conservative; Social = 83 liberal, 6 conservative; Foreign = 66 liberal, 30 conservative. Total average = 75 liberal, 20 conservative.[p] According to FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]'s measure of political ideology, "Clinton was one of the most liberal members during her time in the Senate."[475]

Organizations have also attempted to give newer assessments of Clinton once she reentered elective politics in 2015. Based on her stated positions from the 1990s to the present, On the Issues[image: External link] places her in their "Left Liberal" region on their two-dimensional grid of social and economic ideologies, with a social score of 80 on a scale of 0 more-restrictive to 100 less-government stances and an economic score of 10 on a scale of 0 more-restrictive to 100 less-government stances.[476] Crowdpac, which does a data aggregation of campaign contributions, votes, and speeches, gives her a 6.5L rating on a one-dimensional left-right scale from 10L (most liberal) to 10C (most conservative).[477] Through 2008, she had an average lifetime 90 percent "Liberal Quotient" from Americans for Democratic Action[image: External link],[478] and a lifetime 8 percent rating from the American Conservative Union[image: External link].[479]

In March 2016, Clinton laid out a detailed economic plan, which The New York Times called "optimistic" and "wide-ranging".[480] Basing her economic philosophy on inclusive capitalism[image: External link], Clinton proposed a "clawback" that would rescind tax relief and other benefits for companies that move jobs overseas; providing incentives for companies that share profits with employees, communities and the environment, rather than focusing on short-term profits to increase stock value and rewarding shareholders; increasing collective bargaining rights; and placing an "exit tax" on companies that move their headquarters out of America in order to pay a lower tax rate overseas.[480] Clinton currently opposes the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)[image: External link] (though she previously described it as "the gold standard"[481] of trade deals). She supports the U.S. Export-Import Bank[image: External link], and holds that "any trade deal has to produce jobs and raise wages and increase prosperity and protect our security".[482][483] As Senator (2001–2009), her record on trade was mixed, voting in favor of some trade agreements but not others.[482]

Given the climate of unlimited campaign contributions following the Supreme Court's Citizens United decision[image: External link], Clinton called for a constitutional amendment[image: External link] to limit "unaccountable money" in politics.[484] In July 2016, she "committed" to introducing a U.S. constitutional amendment that would result in overturning the 2010 Citizens United decision.[485][486] On December 7, 2015, in The New York Times, Clinton presented her detailed plans for regulating Wall Street[image: External link] financial activities.[487]

Clinton accepted the scientific consensus on climate change[image: External link], supports cap-and-trade[image: External link],[488] and opposed the Keystone XL pipeline.[489]

She supported "equal pay for equal work," to address current shortfalls in how much women are paid to do the same jobs men do.[490] Clinton has explicitly focused on family issues and supports universal preschool[image: External link].[484] These programs would be funded by proposing tax increases on the wealthy, including a "fair share surcharge".[491]

Clinton supported the Affordable Care Act[image: External link][492] and would have added a "public option[image: External link]" that would have competed against private insurers and enabled people "50 or 55 and up" to buy into Medicare.[493][494]

On LGBT rights, she supported the right to same-sex marriage[image: External link].[484] Clinton first expressed support for a national right to same-sex marriage in 2013; in 2000, she had been against such unions altogether, and in 2006, she said only that she would support a state's decision to permit same-sex marriages.[495] In 2000, she was the first First Lady to march in an LGBT pride parade[image: External link].[496] In 2016, she was the first major-party presidential candidate ever to write an op-ed for an LGBT newspaper (Philadelphia Gay News[image: External link]).[497]

Clinton held that allowing undocumented immigrants to have a path to citizenship "[i]s at its heart a family issue",[498] and expressed support for Obama's Deferred Action for Parental Accountability[image: External link] (DAPA) program, which would allow up to five million undocumented immigrants to gain deferral of deportation and authorization to legally work in the United States.[499][500] She opposed and criticized Trump's call to temporarily ban Muslims[image: External link] from entering the United States.[501]

Clinton expressed support for Common Core[image: External link].[502] She said, "The really unfortunate argument that's been going on around Common Core, it's very painful because the Common Core started off as a bipartisan effort. It was actually nonpartisan. It wasn't politicized.... Iowa has had a testing system based on a core curriculum for a really long time. And [speaking to Iowans] you see the value of it, you understand why that helps you organize your whole education system. And a lot of states unfortunately haven't had that, and so don't understand the value of a core, in this sense a Common Core."[503]

On foreign affairs, Clinton voted in October 2002 in favor of the Authorization for Use of Military Force Against Iraq[image: External link],[504] a vote she later "regretted."[505] She favored arming Syria's rebel fighters[image: External link] in 2012 and has called for the removal of Syrian president Bashar al-Assad[image: External link].[506] She supported the NATO bombing of Yugoslavia in 1999 and the NATO-led military intervention in Libya[image: External link] to oust former Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi[image: External link] in 2011.[507][508] Clinton is in favor of maintaining American influence in the Middle East[image: External link].[501] She has told the American Israel Public Affairs Committee[image: External link], "America can't ever be neutral when it comes to Israel's security and survival."[509] Clinton expressed support for Israel's right to defend itself during the 2006 Lebanon War[image: External link] and 2014 Israel–Gaza conflict[image: External link].[510][511] In April 2017, Clinton called for strikes[image: External link] against Syrian airfields.[512]

In 2000, Clinton advocated for eliminating the electoral college[image: External link][513] and promised to co-sponsor legislation that would abolish it resulting in the direct election of the president.[514][515]
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 Religious views




Clinton has been a lifelong Methodist[image: External link], attending various churches throughout her lifetime; all belonging to the United Methodist Church[image: External link]:


	First United Methodist Church of Park Ridge, Illinois[image: External link]—in her early life,

	First United Methodist Church of Little Rock, Arkansas—while in Arkansas,

	Foundry United Methodist Church in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]—as First Lady of the United States,

	Metropolitan Community United Methodist Church in New York, New York[image: External link]—currently a congregant.



She discussed her faith at 2014 United Methodist Women church rally at the Kentucky International Convention Center in Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link].[516] However, she has infrequently discussed her faith while campaigning.[517][518] Clinton has openly discussed her Christianity on several occasions, discussing for example the importance of loving one's neighbor as oneself, of helping the poor and "creating opportunities for others to be lifted up".[518] Clinton has also expressed disappointment that "Christianity, which has such great love at its core, is sometimes used to condemn so quickly and judge so harshly."[518]

Professor Paul Kengor[image: External link], author of God and Hillary Clinton: A Spiritual Life, has suggested that Clinton's political positions are rooted in her faith. Clinton often expresses a certain maxim which is often attributed to John Wesley[image: External link]: "Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can."[517] In fact, Clinton repeated this saying in her acceptance speech at the 2016 Democratic National Convention, adding that her mother Dorothy "made sure I learned [these] words from our Methodist faith."[519]
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 Writings and recordings




See also: Bibliography of Hillary Clinton


As First Lady of the United States, Clinton published a weekly syndicated[image: External link] newspaper column titled "Talking It Over" from 1995 to 2000.[520][521] It focused on her experiences and those of women, children, and families she met during her travels around the world.[4]

In 1996, Clinton presented a vision for the children of America in the book It Takes a Village: And Other Lessons Children Teach Us. The book made the Best Seller list of The New York Times and Clinton received the Grammy Award for Best Spoken Word Album in 1997 for the book's audio recording.[522] She was the first First Lady to win a Grammy Award.[523]

Other books published by Clinton when she was first lady include Dear Socks, Dear Buddy: Kids' Letters to the First Pets (1998) and An Invitation to the White House: At Home with History (2000). In 2001, she wrote an afterword to the children's book Beatrice's Goat[image: External link].[524]

In 2003, Clinton released a 562-page autobiography, Living History, for which publisher Simon & Schuster[image: External link] paid Clinton a near-record advance of $8 million.[525] The book set a first-week sales record for a nonfiction work,[526] went on to sell more than one million copies in the first month following publication,[527] and was translated into twelve foreign languages.[528] Clinton's audio recording of the book earned her a nomination for the Grammy Award for Best Spoken Word Album.[529]

In 2014, Clinton published a second memoir, Hard Choices, which focused on her time as Secretary of State. As of July 2015, the book has sold about 280,000 copies.[530]

In 2016, Clinton and Tim Kaine published Stronger Together, which outlined their vision for the United States if they had won the 2016 presidential election.[531]
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 Cultural and political image




Over a hundred books and scholarly works have been written about Clinton[image: External link], from many perspectives. A 2006 survey by the New York Observer[image: External link] found "a virtual cottage industry" of "anti-Clinton literature",[532] put out by Regnery Publishing[image: External link] and other conservative imprints,[532] with titles such as Madame Hillary: The Dark Road to the White House[image: External link], Hillary's Scheme: Inside the Next Clinton's Ruthless Agenda to Take the White House, and Can She Be Stopped?: Hillary Clinton Will Be the Next President of the United States Unless ... Books praising Clinton did not sell nearly as well[532] (other than the memoirs written by her and her husband). When she ran for Senate in 2000, a number of fundraising groups such as Save Our Senate and the Emergency Committee to Stop Hillary Rodham Clinton sprang up to oppose her.[533] Van Natta found that Republican and conservative groups viewed her as a reliable " bogeyman[image: External link]" to mention in fundraising letters,[534] on a par with Ted Kennedy, and the equivalent of Democratic and liberal appeals mentioning Newt Gingrich.[534]

Clinton has also been featured in the media and popular culture from a wide spectrum of varying perspectives. In 1995, writer Todd S. Purdum[image: External link] of The New York Times characterized Clinton as a Rorschach test[image: External link],[535] an assessment echoed at the time by feminist writer and activist Betty Friedan[image: External link], who said, "Coverage of Hillary Clinton is a massive Rorschach test of the evolution of women in our society."[536] She has been the subject of many satirical impressions on Saturday Night Live, beginning with her time as first lady, and has made guest appearances on the show herself, in 2008 and in 2015, to face-off with her doppelgängers[image: External link].[537][538]

Clinton has often been described in the popular media as a polarizing[image: External link] figure, with some arguing otherwise.[539] James Madison University[image: External link] political science professor Valerie Sulfaro's 2007 study used the American National Election Studies[image: External link]' "feeling thermometer" polls, which measure the degree of opinion about a political figure, to find that such polls during Clinton's first lady years confirm the "conventional wisdom that Hillary Clinton is a polarizing figure", with the added insight that "affect towards Mrs. Clinton as first lady tended to be very positive or very negative, with a fairly constant one fourth of respondents feeling ambivalent or neutral".[540] University of California, San Diego political science professor Gary Jacobson[image: External link]'s 2006 study of partisan polarization[image: External link] found that in a state-by-state survey of job approval ratings of the state's senators, Clinton had the fourth-largest partisan difference of any senator, with a 50-percentage-point difference in approval between New York's Democrats and Republicans.[541]

Northern Illinois University[image: External link] political science professor Barbara Burrell's 2000 study found that Clinton's Gallup poll favorability numbers broke sharply along partisan lines throughout her time as first lady, with 70 to 90 percent of Democrats typically viewing her favorably while only 20 to 40 percent of Republicans did.[542] University of Wisconsin–Madison[image: External link] political science professor Charles Franklin analyzed her record of favorable versus unfavorable ratings in public opinion polls, and found that there was more variation in them during her first lady years than her Senate years.[543] The Senate years showed favorable ratings around 50 percent and unfavorable ratings in the mid-40 percent range; Franklin noted that, "This sharp split is, of course, one of the more widely remarked aspects of Sen. Clinton's public image."[543] McGill University[image: External link] professor of history Gil Troy[image: External link] titled his 2006 biography of her Hillary Rodham Clinton: Polarizing First Lady, and wrote that after the 1992 campaign, Clinton "was a polarizing figure, with 42 percent [of the public] saying she came closer to their values and lifestyle than previous first ladies and 41 percent disagreeing."[544] Troy further wrote that Clinton "has been uniquely controversial and contradictory since she first appeared on the national radar screen in 1992"[545] and that she "has alternately fascinated, bedeviled, bewitched, and appalled Americans."[545]

Burrell's study found women consistently rating Clinton more favorably than men by about ten percentage points during her first lady years.[542] Jacobson's study found a positive correlation across all senators between being women and receiving a partisan-polarized response.[541] Colorado State University[image: External link] communication studies professor Karrin Vasby Anderson describes the first lady position as a "site" for American womanhood, one ready made for the symbolic negotiation of female identity.[548] In particular, Anderson states there has been a cultural bias towards traditional first ladies and a cultural prohibition against modern first ladies; by the time of Clinton, the first lady position had become a site of heterogeneity and paradox.[548] Burrell, as well as biographers Jeff Gerth[image: External link] and Don Van Natta Jr.[image: External link], note that Clinton achieved her highest approval ratings as first lady late in 1998, not for professional or political achievements of her own, but for being seen as the victim of her husband's very public infidelity.[214][542] University of Pennsylvania[image: External link] communications professor Kathleen Hall Jamieson[image: External link] saw Clinton as an exemplar of the double bind[image: External link], who though able to live in a "both-and" world of both career and family, nevertheless "became a surrogate on whom we projected our attitudes about attributes once thought incompatible", leading to her being placed in a variety of no-win situations[image: External link].[536] Quinnipiac University[image: External link] media studies professor Lisa Burns found press accounts frequently framing[image: External link] Clinton both as an exemplar of the modern professional working mother and as a political interloper interested in usurping power for herself.[549] University of Indianapolis[image: External link] English professor Charlotte Templin found political cartoonists[image: External link] using a variety of stereotypes—such as gender reversal, radical feminist as emasculator, and the wife the husband wants to get rid of—to portray Clinton as violating gender norms[image: External link].[550]

Going into the early stages of her presidential campaign for 2008, a Time magazine cover showed a large picture of her, with two checkboxes[image: External link] labeled "Love Her", "Hate Her",[551] while Mother Jones[image: External link] titled its profile of her "Harpy, Hero, Heretic: Hillary".[552] Democratic netroots[image: External link] activists consistently rated Clinton very low in polls of their desired candidates,[553] while some conservative figures such as Bruce Bartlett[image: External link] and Christopher Ruddy[image: External link] were declaring a Hillary Clinton presidency not so bad after all.[554][555] An October 2007 cover of The American Conservative[image: External link] magazine was titled "The Waning Power of Hillary Hate".[556] By December 2007, communications professor Jamieson observed that there was a large amount of misogyny[image: External link] present about Clinton on the Internet,[557] up to and including Facebook and other sites devoted to depictions reducing Clinton to sexual humiliation.[557] She noted, in response to widespread comments on Clinton's laugh,[558] that "We know that there's language to condemn female speech that doesn't exist for male speech. We call women's speech shrill and strident. And Hillary Clinton's laugh was being described as a cackle."[557] The "bitch" epithet[image: External link], which had been applied to Clinton going back to her first lady days and had been seen by Karrin Vasby Anderson as a tool of containment against women in American politics,[559] flourished during the campaign, especially on the Internet but via conventional media as well.[560] Following Clinton's "choked up moment" and related incidents in the run-up to the January 2008 New Hampshire primary, both The New York Times and Newsweek[image: External link] found that discussion of gender's role in the campaign had moved into the national political discourse.[561][562] Newsweek editor Jon Meacham[image: External link] summed the relationship between Clinton and the American public by saying that the New Hampshire events "brought an odd truth to light: though Hillary Rodham Clinton has been on the periphery or in the middle of national life for decades ... she is one of the most recognizable but least understood figures in American politics."[562]

Once she became Secretary of State, Clinton's image seemed to improve dramatically among the American public and become one of a respected world figure.[336][563] She gained consistently high approval ratings (by 2011, the highest of her career except during the Lewinsky scandal),[564] and her favorable-unfavorable ratings during 2010 and 2011 were the highest of any active, nationally prominent American political figure.[563][565] A 2012 Internet meme[image: External link], "Texts from Hillary[image: External link]", was based around a photograph of Clinton sitting on a military plane wearing sunglasses and using a mobile phone and imagined the recipients and contents of her text messages. It achieved viral popularity among younger, technically adept followers of politics.[566] Clinton sought to explain her popularity by saying in early 2012, "There's a certain consistency to who I am and what I do, and I think people have finally said, 'Well, you know, I kinda get her now.'"[336] She continued to do well in Gallup's most admired man and woman poll and in 2015 she was named the most admired woman by Americans for a record fourteenth straight time and twentieth time overall.[567]

Her favorability ratings dropped, however, after she left office and began to be viewed in the context of partisan politics once more.[568] By September 2015, with her 2016 presidential campaign underway and beset by continued reports regarding her private email usage at the State Department, her ratings had slumped to some of her lowest levels ever.[569] During 2016 she acknowledged that: "I'm not a natural politician, in case you haven't noticed."[570]
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 Electoral history




Main article: Electoral history of Hillary Clinton




	New York United States Senate election, 2000



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Hillary Clinton
	3,747,310
	55.3
	



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Rick Lazio[image: External link]
	2,915,730
	43.0
	






	New York United States Senate election, 2006



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Hillary Clinton
	3,008,428
	67.0
	+11.7



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	John Spencer[image: External link]
	1,392,189
	31.0
	-12.0






	Democratic Party presidential primaries, 2008



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Barack Obama
	17,584,692 (popular votes)

2,272.5 delegates

(33 states)
	47.3% of popular vote



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Hillary Clinton
	17,857,501 (popular votes)

1,978 delegates

(23 states)
	48.0% of popular vote






	Democratic Party presidential primaries, 2016[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Hillary Clinton
	16,914,722 (popular votes)

2,842 delegates

(34 states)
	55.2% of popular vote



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Bernie Sanders[image: External link]
	13,206,428 (popular votes)

1,865 delegates

(23 states)
	43.1% of popular vote






	United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Donald Trump
	62,979,879 (popular votes)

304  electors[image: External link]

(30 states + ME-02[image: External link])
	46.0% (popular vote)

56.5% (electoral vote)



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Hillary Clinton
	65,844,954 (popular votes)

227 electors

(20 states + DC[image: External link])
	48.1% (popular vote)

42.2% (electoral vote)
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	United States presidential election, 2016 timeline[image: External link]

	Women in the United States Senate[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Research by The New York Sun in 2007 found it unclear exactly which cases beyond child custody ones Rodham worked on at the Treuhaft firm.[53] Anti-Clinton writers such as Barbara Olson[image: External link] would later charge Hillary Clinton with never repudiating Treuhaft's ideology, and for retaining social and political ties with his wife and fellow communist Jessica Mitford[image: External link].[54] Further Sun research revealed that Mitford and Hillary Clinton were not close, and had a falling out over a 1980 Arkansas prisoner case.[55]


	
^ For the start date, see Brock 1996, p. 96. Secondary sources give inconsistent dates as to when her time as chair ended. Primary sources indicate that sometime between about April 1980 and September 1980, Rodham was replaced as chair by F. William McCalpin[image: External link]. See Departments of State, Justice, and Commerce, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appropriations for 1981, "House Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Departments of State, Justice, Commerce, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appropriations[image: External link]", U.S. House of Representatives, 1980. Rodham is still chair after having given birth "a few weeks ago"; Chelsea Clinton was born on February 27, 1980. And see Background release, Legal Services Corporation, September 1980, "Hearings Before the Subcommittee on Courts, Civil Liberties, and the Administration of Justice, of the Committee of the Judiciary, House of Representatives[image: External link]", September 21, 27, 1979, pp. 388–403, exact reference p. 398, which shows McCalpin as chair in September 1980.


	
^ a b As of 1993, she had not legally changed her name from Hillary Rodham.[107] Bill Clinton's advisers thought her use of her maiden name to be one of the reasons for his 1980 gubernatorial re-election loss. During the following winter, Vernon Jordan[image: External link] suggested to Hillary Rodham that she start using the name Clinton, and she began to do so publicly with her husband's February 1982 campaign announcement to regain that office. She later wrote that "I learned the hard way that some voters in Arkansas were seriously offended by the fact that I kept my maiden name".[108] Once he was elected again, she made a point of using "Hillary Rodham Clinton" in work she did as first lady of the state.[81] Once she became First Lady of the United States in 1993, she publicly stated that she wanted to be known as "Hillary Rodham Clinton".[107] She has authored all of her books under that name. She continued to use that name on her website and elsewhere once she was a U.S. senator.[109] When she ran for president during 2007–08, she used the name "Hillary Clinton" or just "Hillary" in campaign materials.[109] She used "Hillary Rodham Clinton" again in official materials as Secretary of State.[110] As of the 2015 launch of her second presidential campaign, she again switched to using "Hillary Clinton" in campaign materials;[110] in November 2015 both the Associated Press and The New York Times noted that they would no longer use "Rodham" in referring to Clinton, with the Times stating that "the Clinton campaign confirmed ... that Mrs. Clinton prefers to be simply, 'Hillary Clinton'".[111]


	
^ Clinton said in the joint 60 Minutes interview, "I'm not sitting here as some little woman 'standing by my man' like Tammy Wynette. I'm sitting here because I love him and I respect him, and I honor what he's been through and what we've been through together." The seemingly sneering reference to country music[image: External link] provoked immediate criticism that Clinton was culturally tone-deaf, and Tammy Wynette herself did not like the remark because "Stand by Your Man" is not written in the first person.[135] Wynette added that Clinton had "offended every true country music fan and every person who has 'made it on their own' with no one to take them to a White House."[136] A few days later, on Primetime Live[image: External link], Hillary Clinton apologized to Wynette. Clinton would later write that she had been careless in her choice of words and that "the fallout from my reference to Tammy Wynette was instant — as it deserved to be — and brutal."[137] The two women later resolved their differences, with Wynette appearing at a Clinton fund raiser.


	
^ Less than two months after the Tammy Wynette remarks, Clinton was facing questions about whether she could have avoided possible conflicts of interest between her governor husband and work given to the Rose Law Firm, when she remarked, "I've done the best I can to lead my life ... You know, I suppose I could have stayed home and baked cookies and had teas, but what I decided to do was fulfill my profession, which I entered before my husband was in public life."[138] The "cookies and teas" part of this statement prompted even more culture-based criticism of Clinton's apparent distaste for women who had chosen to be homemakers; the remark became a recurring campaign liability.[139] Clinton subsequently offered up some cookie recipes as a way of making amends, and would later write of her chagrin: "Besides, I've done quite a lot of cookie baking in my life, and tea-pouring too!"[138]


	
^ The Eleanor Roosevelt "discussions" were first reported in 1996 by Washington Post writer Bob Woodward[image: External link]; they had begun from the start of Hillary Clinton's time as first lady.[150] Following the Democrats' loss of congressional control in the 1994 elections, Clinton had engaged the services of Human Potential Movement[image: External link] proponent Jean Houston[image: External link]. Houston encouraged Clinton to pursue the Roosevelt connection, and while no psychic techniques were used with Clinton, critics and comics immediately suggested that Clinton was holding séances[image: External link] with Eleanor Roosevelt. The White House stated that this was merely a brainstorming[image: External link] exercise, and a private poll later indicated that most of the public believed these were indeed just imaginary conversations, with the remainder believing that communication with the dead was actually possible.[151] In her 2003 autobiography, Clinton titled an entire chapter "Conversations with Eleanor", and stated that holding "imaginary conversations [is] actually a useful mental exercise to help analyze problems, provided you choose the right person to visualize. Eleanor Roosevelt was ideal."[152]


	
^ Clinton was referring to the Arkansas Project and its funder Richard Mellon Scaife, Kenneth Starr's connections to Scaife, Regnery Publishing[image: External link] and its connections to Lucianne Goldberg[image: External link] and Linda Tripp, Jerry Falwell[image: External link], and others.[210]


	
^ For a brief period


	
^ General Jack Keane[image: External link], one of the architects of the surge, later related that he tried to convince Clinton of its merits at the time but that she felt it would not succeed and that U.S. casualties would be too high. Keane said that sometime during 2008 she told him, "You were right, this really did work".[251] In 2014, Secretary of Defense Gates related that after Clinton had left the Senate and become Secretary of State, she told President Obama that her opposition to the 2007 Iraq surge had been political, due to her facing a strong challenge from the anti-Iraq War Obama in the upcoming Democratic presidential primary. Gates also quotes Clinton as saying, "The Iraq surge worked."[266] Clinton responded that Gates had misinterpreted her remark regarding the reason for her opposition.[251]


	
^ When asked for her reaction to an Obama remark about the possibility that his campaign represented false hope, Clinton responded: "I would point to the fact that Dr. King's dream began to be realized when President Johnson passed the Civil Rights Act of 1964, when he was able to get through Congress something that President Kennedy was hopeful to do, the President before had not even tried, but it took a president to get it done. That dream became a reality, the power of that dream became real in people's lives because we had a president who said we are going to do it, and actually got it accomplished."[290]


	
^ "2008 Democratic Popular Vote"[image: External link]. RealClearPolitics[image: External link]. Retrieved July 8, 2008. The popular vote count for a nomination process is unofficial, and meaningless in determining the nominee. It is difficult to come up with precise totals due to some caucus states not reporting popular vote totals and thus having to be estimated. It is further difficult to compare Clinton and Obama's totals, due to only her name having been on the ballot in the Michigan primary.[302]


	
^ These efforts were not immediately rewarded, largely due to the unpopularity of drone attacks in Pakistan[image: External link] and other anti-terrorism U.S. actions. Polls in Pakistan and other Muslim countries showed approval of the U.S. declined among its citizens between 2009 and 2012 and confidence that Clinton was doing the right thing in world affairs was also low. The confidence ratings for Clinton were high in most European countries and generally mixed in the BRIC[image: External link] countries.[333]


	
^ While generally experiencing good health in her life, Clinton had previously had a potentially serious blood clot in her knee while first lady in 1998, for which she had required anticoagulant treatment.[370] An elbow fracture and subsequent painful recuperation had caused Clinton to miss two foreign trips as Secretary of State in 2009.[371] The 2012 concussion and clot episode caused Clinton to postpone her congressional testimony on the Benghazi attack and also to miss any foreign trips planned for the rest of her tenure.[368] After returning to public activity, she wore special glasses for two months, with a Fresnel lens[image: External link] for the left eye to compensate for double vision, a lingering effect of the concussion.[369][372] She remained on anticoagulant medication as a precaution.[369]


	
^ Clinton's 112 countries visited broke Madeleine Albright's previous mark of 96.[379] Clinton's sum of 956,733 air miles traveled, however, fell short of Condoleezza Rice[image: External link]'s record for mileage.[378] That total, 1,059,207, was bolstered late in Rice's tenure by repeated trips to the Middle East.[380]


	
^ a b During Clinton's tenure there were several cases where foreign governments continued making donations to the Clinton Foundation at the same level they had before Clinton became secretary, which was permissible under the agreement forged before she took office, and also one instance of a new donation, $500,000 from Algeria for earthquake relief in Haiti, that was outside the bounds of the continuation provision and should have received a special State Department ethics review but did not.[416] The foundation's new stance as of April 2015 and Clinton's presidential candidacy was to accept foreign governmental donations only from Australia, Canada, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway and the United Kingdom.[417]


	
^ See Barone, Michael[image: External link]; Cohen, Richard E.[image: External link] (2008). The Almanac of American Politics[image: External link]. National Journal. p. 1126. And 2006 edition of same, 1152. The scores for individual years are [highest rating 100, format: liberal, (conservative)]: 2003: Economic = 90 (7), Social = 85 (0), Foreign = 79 (14). Average = 85 (7). 2004: Economic = 63 (36), Social = 82 (0), Foreign = 58 (41). Average = 68 (26). 2005: Economic = 84 (15), Social = 83 (10), Foreign = 66 (29). Average = 78 (18). 2006: Economic = 63 (35), Social = 80 (14), Foreign = 62 (35). Average = 68 (28).
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Chelsea Clinton






Chelsea Victoria Clinton (born February 27, 1980) is the only child of former U.S. President Bill Clinton and former U.S. Secretary of State and 2016 presidential candidate[image: External link] Hillary Clinton. She was a special correspondent for NBC News from 2011 to 2014 and now works with the Clinton Foundation and Clinton Global Initiative[image: External link]. Since 2011, she has taken on a prominent role at the foundation and has a seat on its board.[1]

Clinton was born in Little Rock, Arkansas, during her father's first term as governor[image: External link]. She attended public schools there until he was elected President and the family moved to the White House, where she began attending the private Sidwell Friends School[image: External link]. She received an undergraduate degree at Stanford University[image: External link] and later earned master's degrees[image: External link] from University College, Oxford and Columbia University[image: External link]'s Mailman School of Public Health[image: External link], and a Doctor of Philosophy[image: External link] in international relations from the University of Oxford in 2014. Clinton married investment banker Marc Mezvinsky[image: External link] in 2010. They have a daughter and a son.

Clinton has worked for NBC[image: External link], McKinsey & Company[image: External link], Avenue Capital Group[image: External link], and New York University[image: External link] and serves on several boards, including those of the School of American Ballet[image: External link], Clinton Foundation, Clinton Global Initiative[image: External link], Common Sense Media[image: External link], Weill Cornell Medical College[image: External link] and IAC/InterActiveCorp[image: External link]. In 2007 and 2008, Clinton campaigned extensively on American college campuses for her mother's unsuccessful Democratic presidential nomination bid and introduced her at both the 2008 and 2016 Democratic National Conventions[image: External link].
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 Early years




Clinton was born in Little Rock, Arkansas, on February 27, 1980. Chelsea's name was inspired by a visit to the Chelsea[image: External link] neighborhood of London during a Christmas 1978 vacation. Hillary said that upon hearing the 1969 Judy Collins[image: External link] recording of the Joni Mitchell[image: External link] song, "Chelsea Morning[image: External link]", Bill remarked, "If we ever have a daughter, her name should be Chelsea."[2][3][4]

When Chelsea was two years old, she accompanied her parents as they campaigned throughout Arkansas for her father's gubernatorial race.[2] She learned to read and write at a very young age. Chelsea claims that she started reading the newspaper by the age of three and also wrote a letter to President Ronald Reagan when she was only five years old.[5] In the letter, which was photocopied and preserved by her father, she asked President Reagan not to visit a military cemetery in West Germany, where Nazi soldiers were buried.[5] Chelsea attended Forest Park Elementary School, Booker Arts and Science Magnet Elementary School and Horace Mann Junior High School[image: External link], both Little Rock public schools[image: External link].[6] She skipped the third grade.[7]
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 White House years




On January 20, 1993, the day of her father's first inauguration[image: External link], Chelsea moved into the White House with her parents and was given the Secret Service codename[image: External link] "Energy".[8] The Clintons wanted their daughter to have a normal childhood, and they hoped to shield her from the media spotlight.[9]

Hillary Clinton followed the advice of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis[image: External link] on raising children in the White House, and asked the press to limit coverage of Chelsea to her participation in public events such as state visits.[3] Margaret Truman[image: External link], daughter of former president Harry S. Truman, supported the Clintons, and in March 1993 wrote a letter to the editor of The New York Times about the damage that could be done if the press made Chelsea a subject of intense coverage.[10]

Journalists debated the issue of allowing Clinton to retain her privacy. Most media outlets concluded that she should be off-limits due to her age, although Rush Limbaugh[image: External link][9] and Saturday Night Live[image: External link] both broadcast material mocking her appearance.[11] During this phase of her life, her father said, "We really work hard on making sure that Chelsea doesn't let other people define her sense of her own self-worth ... It's tough when you are an adolescent ... but I think she'll be ok."[12]

The Clintons' decision to remove Chelsea from public schooling and send her to Sidwell Friends School[image: External link], a private school in Washington, D.C., drew criticism.[9] While several children of sitting presidents have attended Sidwell, the most recent prior child, Amy Carter[image: External link], had gone to D.C. public schools. In a 1993 CBS This Morning town meeting, Bill defended the choice, stating that Chelsea did not like "getting a lot of publicity" and would have "more control over her destiny" at Sidwell. Bill explained that they made their decision in an effort to protect Chelsea's privacy; they did not "reject the public schools."[13] Sidwell's students and staff remained silent regarding Chelsea, declining to discuss her publicly.[9] A veteran of Model United Nations[image: External link],[14] Clinton was a 1997 National Merit Scholarship[image: External link] semifinalist.[15] She graduated from Sidwell Friends in 1997; her father spoke at the graduation ceremony.[16]

Following Chelsea's high school graduation, media speculation regarding her choice of college resulted in heavy press coverage. She ultimately chose to attend Stanford University[image: External link]. During her father's eight years in office, there were 32 stories in The New York Times and 87 network news stories about Chelsea. Of all presidential children preceding her, she received the most television coverage.[17]

Although her father is a Southern Baptist[image: External link], Clinton was raised in her mother's Methodist faith[image: External link].[18] She attended Foundry United Methodist Church on 16th Street, NW in Washington and met with other teens on Sunday mornings to examine questions of faith, philosophy, and issues of concern to her age group. Her parents joined her at the youth group's parent-teen round tables. An adult group leader thought Clinton to be "a terrific kid" and observed that she was treated as an equal in the group. Away from church, her social activities included visits to a Planet Hollywood[image: External link] restaurant with friends and sleep-overs in and out of the White House. President Clinton sometimes joined her and her sleep-over friends for breakfast.[9]

At age four, Clinton had begun taking dance classes in Arkansas,[19] and she continued her dance training at the Washington School of Ballet for several years. In her book, It Takes a Village, Hillary wrote that Bill was disappointed when Chelsea quit softball and soccer to concentrate on ballet, but he was nonetheless supportive, regularly attending her performances.[9] She was cast in the role of the Favorite Aunt[20] in the 1993 Washington Ballet[image: External link] production of Tchaikovsky[image: External link]'s The Nutcracker[image: External link].[9][21]

In early 1999, the Clintons learned of an article being planned by People[image: External link] that examined the First Family's relationships in the wake of scandals and the impending vote on President Clinton's impeachment. The Secret Service told the magazine that they had concerns that the story could compromise Chelsea's security. People decided to run the story anyway, and Bill and Hillary issued a statement expressing their regret and sadness. Carol Wallace, People managing editor, affirmed the magazine's sensitivity to the Clintons' concerns, but felt 19-year-old Chelsea was "an eyewitness to family drama and historical events" and thus "a valid journalistic subject". The article, entitled "Grace Under Fire", was published in February 1999 with a cover photo of Chelsea and Hillary.[22]

During the last year of her father's presidency, Chelsea assumed some White House hostess responsibilities when her mother was campaigning for the U.S. Senate, traveling with her father on several overseas trips and attending state dinners with him.[23]
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 Education and academic life
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 Stanford University




Clinton entered Stanford University[image: External link] in the fall of 1997 and majored in history.[24][25]

The week before she arrived on campus, her mother published an open letter in her syndicated column asking journalists to leave her daughter alone. Chelsea arrived at Stanford in a motorcade with her parents, Secret Service agents, and almost 250 journalists. For her security, bullet-proof glass was installed in her dorm windows and surveillance cameras were placed in hallways. Secret Service agents in plain clothes lived in her dorm.[26] With the exception of an occasional tabloid story written about her, Chelsea's four years at Stanford remained out of public view.[27]

Clinton obtained a B.A.[image: External link] degree in history, with highest honors, at Stanford in 2001.[24][27] The topic of her 167-page senior thesis was the 1998 Good Friday Agreement[image: External link] in Northern Ireland, advised by Jack Rakove[image: External link].[27][28] At the time of Chelsea's graduation, President Clinton issued a statement saying, "Hillary and I are grateful for the friendships and great learning experiences Chelsea had at Stanford, and we are very proud of her on this special day."[29]
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 University of Oxford




In July 2001, President Clinton revealed that Chelsea would be pursuing a master's degree at University College of the University of Oxford later that year – the same college where he studied politics between 1968 and 1970 on a Rhodes Scholarship;[30] Chelsea did not apply for a Rhodes Scholarship. Lord Butler of Brockwell[image: External link], the Master of University College[image: External link], said: "Her record at Stanford shows that she is a very well-qualified and able student. The college is also pleased to extend its link with the Clinton family." Upon the recommendation of British and American advisers, the university implemented security measures,[31] and fellow students were asked not to discuss her with the press.[32]

Arriving at Oxford just after the September 11 attacks[image: External link], Clinton was drawn to other American students who were also feeling the emotional after-effects of the trauma. She told Talk[image: External link] magazine:


Every day I encounter some sort of anti-American feeling. Over the summer, I thought I would seek out non-Americans as friends, just for diversity's sake. Now I find that I want to be around Americans – people who I know are thinking about our country as much as I am.[32]



Clinton was criticized for those remarks in the London press and by the newspaper Oxford Student[image: External link], which angered the university by directly attacking her in an editorial. However, people who met Clinton at that time described her as charming, poised and unaffected, and she seemed to be adjusting successfully to life abroad. During her time at Oxford, Chelsea adopted a more sophisticated look, reportedly assisted by a family friend, Donatella Versace[image: External link], whose couture shows she attended in early 2002. Geordie Greig[image: External link], the editor of Tatler[image: External link], ranked her number five on the magazine's 2002 "Top 10 Girls" list.[32]

In 2003, Clinton completed an MPhil[image: External link] degree in international relations[image: External link] at Oxford.[33] Her 132-page thesis was titled The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria: A Response to Global Threats, a Part of a Global Future, supervised by Jennifer Welsh[image: External link] and Ngaire Woods[image: External link].[34] Following her graduation, she returned to the United States.[24]

In 2011, Clinton transferred back to University College, Oxford, from the Wagner School of Public Service[image: External link] at New York University[image: External link] to complete her DPhil[image: External link] degree in International Relations.[35] She stated this was to be under her preferred doctoral advisor[image: External link], Ngaire Woods[image: External link].[36] She finished her dissertation from New York City where she resides[37] and was awarded the degree in May 2014.[38] Her 712-page dissertation was titled The Global Fund: An Experiment in Global Governance.[39][40]
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 Columbia University and New York University




In the spring of 2010, Clinton completed a M.P.H.[image: External link] degree at the Mailman School of Public Health[image: External link] of Columbia University[image: External link][41][42] and she began teaching graduate classes there in 2012.[43]

Starting in 2010, Clinton began serving as Assistant Vice- Provost[image: External link] for the Global Network University of New York University[image: External link], working on international recruitment strategies.[37] She is the co-founder of the Of Many Institute for Multifaith Leadership at NYU and serves as its co-chair.[44] By 2010, she was also pursuing a PhD coursework at NYU's Wagner School of Public Service, but later transferred back to Oxford in 2011 to complete her dissertation.[36][45]

In 2012, Clinton received an award from the Temple of Understanding[image: External link] for her "work in advancing a new model of integrating interfaith and cross-cultural education into campus life," together with Imam Khalid Latif[image: External link] and Rabbi Yehuda Sarna[image: External link].[46]
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 Professional life




In 2003, Clinton joined the consulting firm McKinsey & Company[image: External link] in New York City,[24] and she went to work for Avenue Capital Group[image: External link] in late 2006. She served as co-chair for a fund-raising week for the Clinton Foundation, and subsequently became Vice Chair for the foundation.[38] She serves on the board of the School of American Ballet[image: External link][24] and on IAC[image: External link]'s board of directors.[47][48]

In November 2011, NBC[image: External link] announced that they had hired Clinton as a special correspondent. One of her roles was reporting feature stories about "Making a Difference" for NBC Nightly News[image: External link] and Rock Center with Brian Williams[image: External link]. It was a three-month contract and allowed her to concurrently continue working for the Clinton Foundation and pursue her education.[49][50] Clinton's first appearance was on the December 12, 2011, episode of Rock Center.[51] Although she received some negative critical reviews for her work, Clinton's contract with NBC was renewed in February 2012.[52][53] Rock Center ended in May 2013, and she left the network in August 2014.[54][55] Clinton reportedly earned an annual salary of $600,000 for her work at NBC.[56]

In September 2015, Clinton made her authorial debut with It's Your World: Get Informed, Get Inspired and Get Going!, which was published by Philomel Books[image: External link]. The 400-page book is aimed at middle school students (ages 10 to 14) and introduces them to a range of social issues, encouraging them to take action to make the world a better place.[57] The Today Show[image: External link] gave Clinton a full segment in which to discuss the book with her former colleagues at NBC.[58] The book received mixed reviews from critics, who lauded Clinton for her effort but "lament[ed] its didactic tone".[57][59][60]

Chelsea Clinton's estimated net worth is USD[image: External link] $15,000,000.[61]
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 Hillary Clinton 2008 presidential campaign




Main article: Hillary Clinton presidential campaign, 2008


In December 2007, Clinton began campaigning in Iowa in support of her mother's bid for the Democratic presidential nomination.[62] She appeared across the country, largely on college campuses.[63][64][65] By early April 2008, she had spoken at 100 colleges on behalf of her mother's candidacy.[66]

While campaigning, Clinton answered audience questions but did not give interviews or respond to press questions,[67] including one from a nine-year-old Scholastic News[image: External link] reporter asking whether her father would be a good "first man".[68] She replied, "I'm sorry, I don't talk to the press and that applies to you, unfortunately. Even though I think you're cute."[69] Philippe Reines[image: External link], her mother's press secretary[image: External link], intervened when the press attempted to approach Chelsea directly.[68]

When MSNBC[image: External link] reporter David Shuster[image: External link] characterized Clinton's participation in her mother's campaign as "sort of being pimped out", the Clinton campaign objected. Shuster subsequently apologized on-air and was suspended for two weeks.[70][71]

The first time she was asked about her mother's handling of the Lewinsky scandal at a campaign stop Clinton responded, "I do not think that is any of your business."[66] As she became a more experienced campaigner, she refined her responses and deflected questions on the issue with comments such as, "If that's what you want to vote on, that's what you should vote on. But I think there are other people [who are] going to vote on things like healthcare and economics."[66][72]

At the 2008 Democratic National Convention, Chelsea called Hillary "my hero and my mother" and introduced her with a long video tribute.[73]
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 Clinton Foundation




Since 2011, Clinton has taken a prominent role at the family's Bill, Hillary & Chelsea Clinton Foundation,[74] and has had a seat on its board.[1] As part of her work, she gives paid speeches to raise money with her fees going directly to the foundation, whose goals relate to improving global health, creating opportunities for women, and promoting economic growth. A spokesperson for the foundation told The New York Times in 2014 that her speeches "are on behalf of the Clinton Foundation, and 100 percent of the fees are remitted directly to the foundation".[75][76]
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 Personal life




On July 31, 2010, Clinton and investment banker[image: External link] Marc Mezvinsky[image: External link][77] were married in an interfaith ceremony[image: External link] in Rhinebeck, New York[image: External link]; she is Methodist and he is Jewish.[78] Mezvinsky is the son of former members of Congress Marjorie Margolies-Mezvinsky[image: External link] and Edward Mezvinsky[image: External link], and was raised in the Conservative Jewish[image: External link] tradition. The senior Clintons and Mezvinskys were friends in the 1990s and their children met on a Renaissance Weekend[image: External link] retreat in Hilton Head Island, South Carolina[image: External link].[79] They first were reported to be a couple in 2005, and became engaged over Thanksgiving[image: External link] weekend in 2009.[77]

Following their wedding, the couple lived in New York City's Gramercy Park[image: External link] neighborhood for three years [78] and later purchased a condominium in the NoMad[image: External link] district of Manhattan for $10.5 million.[80] Their daughter, Charlotte Clinton Mezvinsky, was born in September 2014,[81] and their son, Aidan Clinton Mezvinsky, was born in June 2016.[82][83] Shortly after Aidan was born, the family moved to the nearby Flatiron District[image: External link].[84]

As a young child, Clinton was raised in her father's Southern Baptist[image: External link] faith, and later attended her mother's United Methodist[image: External link] church.[85]
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 In popular culture




Clinton is portrayed in the film Beavis and Butt-Head Do America[image: External link], where Butt-Head[image: External link] flirts with her; she responds by tossing him out of a window.[86] In Zenon: Girl of the 21st Century[image: External link], a Disney Channel Original Movie[image: External link] set in the year 2049, Clinton is the President of the United States.[87][88] This joke was also made in an episode of Clarissa Explains It All[image: External link].

Chelsea Clinton appeared in a Sesame Street[image: External link] skit with Elmo[image: External link], advocating the importance of reading to young children.[89]
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William Jefferson Blythe Jr.






For his son, William J. Blythe III, U.S. President, see Bill Clinton. For the member of the Texas House of Representatives from Houston from 1971 to 1983, see Bill Blythe[image: External link].

William Jefferson "Bill" Blythe Jr. (February 27, 1918 – May 17, 1946) was an Arkansas salesman of heavy equipment and the biological father of Bill Clinton, the 42nd[image: External link] President of the United States.[1]
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 Personal life




Blythe was born as one of nine children to William Jefferson Blythe, Sr. (1884–1935), a poor farmer in Sherman, Texas[image: External link], and his wife, the former Lou Birchie Ayers (1893–1946). He was of English[image: External link] and Scots[image: External link] descent, with family lines in North America since the days of the thirteen colonies.[2]

Blythe was married four times. He married for the first time in December 1935 to Virginia Adele Gash; they were divorced only thirteen months later. Although no child was born to the couple during their marriage, they later had a son together. After the divorce, Virginia moved to California and married first a man named Coffelt, then a man named Charles Ritzenthaler. However, she and Blythe remained friends, and she visited him on occasion. A son was conceived during these visits, and Henry Leon Blythe was born in Sherman, Texas[image: External link] on 17 June 1938, some eighteen months after his parents had been divorced. Henry's parents lost touch with each other when he was an infant, after his father briefly married and divorced his mother's sister, and he never knew his biological father or paternal siblings. Later in life, Henry Leon Blythe took the name Henry Leon Ritzenthaler in honor of a step-father. He ran several small businesses in Paradise, California[image: External link], including a janitorial business, and died in 2009. He was unaware of his connection to the future president until the presidential campaign of 1992, when an investigation by The Washington Post, based on birth registry records, revealed details of Bill Clinton's family. Ritzenthaler met his half-brother for the first time around that time, and the physical resemblance between them was remarked upon.[3]

Blythe next married Minnie Faye Gash, his first wife's sister, in December 1940. The marriage was annulled only four months later, in April 1941, and there were no children. Shortly after the annulment, on 3 May 1941, Blythe married again. His third wife was Wanetta Ellen Alexander of Kansas City, Missouri[image: External link], and the wedding was held in Jackson County, Missouri[image: External link]. Wanetta gave birth to Blythe's daughter on 11 May 1941, eight days after their wedding. She had become pregnant with Blythe's child prior to his short-lived second marriage to Minnie. Sharon Lee Blythe Pettijohn is the daughter of Wanetta and Blythe, and is still alive in 2016. Blythe and Wanetta were formally divorced three years later, in April 1944. They lost touch immediately afterwards; Wanetta, who eventually settled in Tucson, Arizona[image: External link], had no inkling of Blythe's subsequent history until the presidential campaign of 1992 and the Washington Post story. Upon seeing old photographs of Bill Clinton's father flashed on TV, Wanetta "swears on a stack of Bibles ... that that was the man she was married to", said her son-in-law Bob Pettijohn, husband of her daughter Sharon.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Blythe's divorce from Wanetta Alexander was granted in court on 13 April 1944. Seven months before that, on 4 September 1943, Blythe had bigamously "married" Virginia Dell Cassidy of Bodcaw, Arkansas[image: External link]. Blythe and Cassidy remained married until his death in a car crash on 17 May 1946. Three months after Blythe's death, on 19 August 1946, Cassidy gave birth to their only child, William Jefferson Blythe III, who as a teen took his stepfather's surname and became known as Bill Clinton, the future 42nd[image: External link] President of the United States. Cassidy had no knowledge of Blythe's previous marriages until decades later when The Washington Post ran an extensive story in 1993, based on birth and marriage registry records, to mark Father's Day.[4][5]
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 Career




Blythe was a traveling heavy equipment salesman for most of his brief career.[6] It was while he worked as a travelling salesman that he met and married all his four wives. Some time after his fourth wedding, which happened in September 1943, Blythe shipped out for military service during World War II. He was stationed in Egypt[image: External link] and Italy[image: External link]. He worked in a motor pool, repairing jeeps and tanks.

After the war ended, Blythe returned to Hope, Arkansas to be with his wife. Shortly after he returned, he purchased a house in Chicago[image: External link] and readied it to receive his wife and expected child; he was apparently laying the ground for a more settled and conventional married life. Blythe moved to the new house in Chicago while Virginia remained behind in Hope. In Chicago, Blythe returned to his old job as a traveling salesman for the Manbee Equipment Company, which repaired heavy machinery. He died three months before the birth of his son, the future Bill Clinton.
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On May 17, 1946, while traveling from Chicago, Illinois[image: External link], to Hope, Arkansas, Blythe lost control of his 1942 Buick[image: External link] on U.S. Route 60[image: External link] outside of Sikeston, Missouri[image: External link], after one of the tires blew out. He survived the accident after being thrown from the car, but drowned in a drainage ditch as he tried to pull his way out of the three feet of water in the ditch.[7] Three months later, Virginia gave birth to their son, whom she named William Jefferson Blythe III in honor of his father and grandfather.

In 1950, Blythe's widow, Virginia Cassidy Blythe, married Roger Clinton, Sr.[image: External link]; twelve years later, in 1962, Blythe's posthumous son, at sixteen years old, legally adopted his stepfather's surname and became known as William Jefferson Clinton.
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 Memorial




Blythe was buried at Rose Hill Cemetery in Hope, Hempstead County, Arkansas[image: External link]. In 1994, Virginia was interred beside him. In Clinton's 2004 autobiography, My Life, the elder Blythe was extensively mentioned, including a visit that Clinton made to the site where his father drowned.
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Virginia Clinton Kelley






Virginia Dell Blythe Clinton Dwire Kelley (née Cassidy; June 6, 1923 – January 6, 1994) was an American nurse and the mother of Bill Clinton, the 42nd President of the United States.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early life




Virginia was born in Bodcaw, Arkansas. She was the only child of James Eldridge Cassidy (1898–1957), the town iceman (later a grocer), and Edith (née Grisham) Cassidy (1901–1968), a nurse anesthetist. During her high school years, she worked as a waitress at a local restaurant. Following her graduation from high school, Virginia moved to Shreveport, Louisiana[image: External link], to study to be a nurse anesthetist like her mother. During her training in Shreveport, she met her first husband, William Jefferson Blythe, Jr.[image: External link], whom she married in a civil ceremony in 1943, just before he shipped out for World War II military duty. Upon completion of her training, she returned to Hope, Arkansas. When her husband was discharged, he picked her up and they moved for four months to Chicago[image: External link], Illinois[image: External link].

She moved back to her parents' house while she and William were in the process of getting a new home in the Hope area. While William was on his way back to Hope, he was killed in an automobile accident, three months before Bill Clinton's birth. In 1950, Virginia married car salesman Roger Clinton Sr., the father of the second of her two boys, Roger Jr. Clinton was an alcoholic and was physically and mentally abusive to Virginia and her boys. He did not adopt Bill, but Bill took his surname legally in 1962. He told his mother that it would be easier if they all had the same last name. Roger Sr. and Virginia divorced in 1962 but remarried each other a few months later.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Following Roger's death from cancer[image: External link] in 1967, Virginia Clinton married hairdresser Jeff Dwire in 1969; he subsequently died of complications of diabetes[image: External link] in 1974. On January 17, 1982, she married Richard Kelley (1915–2007), an executive at a food distribution brokerage firm. Their marriage lasted until her death on January 6, 1994 from complications of breast cancer[image: External link], at the age of 70, at her home in Hot Springs, Arkansas. She died a year after her son became the 42nd President of the United States on January 20, 1993. She is buried alongside her first husband at Rose Hill Cemetery in Hope, Arkansas.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References







	Clinton, Bill My Life, Knopf (June 22, 2004); ISBN 0-375-41457-6[image: External link]


	Kelley, Virginia Leading with My Heart (with James Morgan), Pocket; ISBN 0-671-52295-7[image: External link], ISBN 978-0-671-52295-7[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
Autobiography[image: External link] at Amazon.com[image: External link]


	Washington Post Obituary[image: External link]

	
Virginia Clinton Kelley[image: External link] on Internet Movie Database


	Virginia Clinton Kelley Breast Cancer fund[image: External link]

	
Virginia Clinton Kelley[image: External link] at Findagrave.com[image: External link]






Categories[image: External link]:

	1923 births[image: External link]

	1994 deaths[image: External link]

	American nurses[image: External link]

	American people of Irish descent[image: External link]

	Advanced practice registered nurses[image: External link]

	Baptists from the United States[image: External link]

	Deaths from cancer in Arkansas[image: External link]

	People from Nevada County, Arkansas[image: External link]

	People from Hope, Arkansas[image: External link]

	People from Hot Springs, Arkansas[image: External link]

	Deaths from breast cancer[image: External link]

	Family of Bill and Hillary Clinton[image: External link]

	Mothers of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]

	Northwestern State University alumni[image: External link]

	People from Shreveport, Louisiana[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 22 February 2017, at 22:21.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Virginia Clinton Kelley: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia_Clinton_Kelley [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Virginia_Clinton_Kelley [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 Academics

	3 Campuses

	4 Student life

	5 Athletics

	6 Alumni

	7 Notes

	8 References

	9 Bibliography

	10 External links





Georgetown University






Georgetown University is a private[image: External link] research university[image: External link] in the Georgetown[image: External link] neighborhood of Washington, D.C.[image: External link], the capital[image: External link] of the United States[image: External link]. Founded in 1789 as Georgetown College[image: External link], the university has since grown to comprise nine undergraduate and graduate schools, including the School of Foreign Service, School of Business[image: External link], a Medical Center[image: External link], and a Law School[image: External link]. Georgetown's main campus is located on a hill above the Potomac River[image: External link]. The campus is identifiable by its flagship Healy Hall[image: External link], which is a National Historic Landmark[image: External link].

Georgetown offers degree programs in forty-eight disciplines, enrolling an average of 7,500 undergraduate[image: External link] and 10,000 post-graduate[image: External link] students from more than 130 countries.[9]

The university is especially known for preparing leaders for careers in government and international affairs. Georgetown's notable alumni[image: External link] include U.S. President Bill Clinton, U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice Antonin Scalia[image: External link], CIA[image: External link] Director George Tenet, actor Bradley Cooper[image: External link], King Felipe VI of Spain[image: External link], as well as the royalty[image: External link] and heads of state[image: External link] of more than a dozen countries[image: External link]. In 2015, Georgetown had 1190 active-duty alumni working for the U.S. Foreign Service[image: External link], more than any other school in the country.[10] Also, Georgetown ranked second in 2014 by the average number of graduates serving in the U.S. Congress[image: External link], with 20 members of Congress counted as alumni.[11]

Georgetown is the oldest Catholic[image: External link] and Jesuit[image: External link]-affiliated institution of higher education in the United States. The Jesuits have participated in the university's academic life, both as scholars and as administrators, since 1805; however, the university has always been governed independently of the church. At present, the majority of Georgetown students are not Catholic.[12][13]

Georgetown is home to the country's largest student-run business[image: External link], as well as the largest student-run financial institution[image: External link]. The school’s athletic teams, nicknamed the Hoyas[image: External link], include a men's basketball team[image: External link] that has won a record-tying seven Big East championships[image: External link], appeared in five Final Fours[image: External link], and won a national championship in 1984[image: External link], as well as a co-ed sailing team that holds nine national championship and one world championship title.
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Main articles: History of Georgetown University[image: External link] and List of Presidents of Georgetown University[image: External link]
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 Founding




Jesuit[image: External link] settlers from England founded the Province of Maryland[image: External link] in 1634.[14] However, the 1646 defeat of the Royalists[image: External link] in the English Civil War[image: External link] led to stringent laws against Roman Catholic education and the extradition of known Jesuits from the colony, including missionary Andrew White[image: External link], and the destruction of their school at Calverton Manor.[1] During most of the remainder of Maryland's colonial period, Jesuits conducted Catholic schools clandestinely. It was not until after the end of the American Revolution[image: External link] that plans to establish a permanent Catholic institution for education in the United States were realized.[15]

Because of Benjamin Franklin[image: External link]'s recommendation, Pope Pius VI[image: External link] appointed former Jesuit John Carroll[image: External link] as the first head of the Roman Catholic Church in the United States[image: External link], even though the papal suppression of the Jesuit order[image: External link] was still in effect. Carroll began meetings of local clergy in 1783 near Annapolis, Maryland[image: External link], where they orchestrated the development of a new university.[16] On January 23, 1789, Carroll finalized the purchase of the property in Georgetown on which Dahlgren Quadrangle was later built.[17] Future Congressman William Gaston[image: External link] was enrolled as the school's first student on November 22, 1791, and instruction began on January 2, 1792.[16]

During its early years, Georgetown College suffered from considerable financial strain.[18] The Maryland Society of Jesus began its restoration in 1805, and Jesuit affiliation, in the form of teachers and administrators, bolstered confidence in the college.[19] The school relied on private sources of funding and the limited profits from local lands which had been donated to the Jesuits. To raise money for Georgetown and other schools in 1838, Maryland Jesuits conducted a mass sale of some 272 slaves to two Deep South plantations in Maringouin, Louisiana[image: External link] from their six in Maryland, ending their slaveholding.[20][21]

President James Madison signed into law Georgetown's congressional charter[image: External link] on March 1, 1815, creating the first federal university charter[image: External link], which allowed it to confer degrees, with the first bachelor's degrees being awarded two years later.[22][23] In 1844, the school received a corporate[image: External link] charter, under the name "The President and Directors of Georgetown College[image: External link]", affording the growing school additional legal rights. In response to the demand for a local option for Roman Catholic students, the Medical School[image: External link] was founded in 1851.[24]
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 Civil War




The U.S. Civil War[image: External link] greatly affected Georgetown as 1,141 students and alumni enlisted in one army or the other, and the Union Army[image: External link] commandeered university buildings.[15] By the time of President Abraham Lincoln's May 1861 visit to campus, 1,400 troops were living in temporary quarters there. Due to the number of lives lost in the war, enrollment levels remained low until well after the war. Only seven students graduated in 1869, down from over 300 in the previous decade.[25] When the Georgetown College Boat Club was founded in 1876, the school's rowing[image: External link] team, it adopted blue, used for Union uniforms[image: External link], and gray, used for Confederate uniforms[image: External link], as its colors to signify the peaceful unity among students.[26] Subsequently, the school adopted these as its official colors.

Enrollment did not recover until during the presidency of Patrick Francis Healy[image: External link] from 1873 to 1881. Born in Georgia as a slave by law and mixed-race[image: External link] by ancestry, Healy was the first head of a predominantly white American university of acknowledged African descent[image: External link].[b] He identified as Irish Catholic, like his father, and was educated in Catholic schools in the United States and France. He is credited with reforming the undergraduate curriculum[image: External link], lengthening the medical and law programs, and creating the Alumni Association[image: External link]. One of his largest undertakings was the construction of a major new building, subsequently named Healy Hall[image: External link] in his honor. For his work, Healy is known as the school's "second founder."[27]
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 Expansion




After the founding of the Law Department in 1870, Healy and his successors hoped to bind the professional schools into a university, and focus on higher education[image: External link].[19] The School of Medicine added a dental school in 1901 and the undergraduate School of Nursing[image: External link] in 1903.[28] Georgetown Preparatory School[image: External link] relocated from campus in 1919 and fully separated from the university in 1927.[29] The School of Foreign Service[image: External link] (SFS) was founded in 1919 by Edmund A. Walsh[image: External link], to prepare students for leadership in diplomacy and foreign commerce.[19] The School of Dentistry[image: External link] became independent of the School of Medicine in 1956.[30] The School of Business was separated from the SFS in 1957. In 1998 it was renamed the McDonough School of Business[image: External link] in honor of alumnus Robert E. McDonough.[31]

Besides expansion of the university, Georgetown also aimed to expand its resources and student body. The School of Nursing has admitted female students since its founding, and most of the university classes were made available to them on a limited basis by 1952.[32] With the College of Arts and Sciences welcoming its first female students in the 1969–1970 academic year[image: External link], Georgetown became fully coeducational[image: External link].[33]

Georgetown ended its bicentennial year of 1989 by electing Leo J. O'Donovan[image: External link] as president. He subsequently launched the Third Century Campaign to build the school's endowment.[34] In December 2003, Georgetown completed the campaign after raising over $1 billion for financial aid, academic chair endowment, and new capital projects.[35] John J. DeGioia[image: External link], Georgetown's first lay president, has led the school since 2001, and has continued its financial modernization and sought to "expand opportunities for intercultural and interreligious dialogue." He opened a campus in Qatar[image: External link].[36]
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 Jesuit tradition




Georgetown University was founded by former Jesuits in the tradition of Ignatius of Loyola[image: External link]; it is a member of the Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities[image: External link].[17][37] Georgetown is not a pontifical university[image: External link], though seven Jesuits serve on the thirty-six member Board of Directors[image: External link], the school's highest governance.[38] Catholic spaces at the university fall within the territorial jurisdiction of the Archdiocese of Washington[image: External link].[39] Fifty-two members of the Society of Jesus[image: External link] live on campus, and are employed by Georgetown mostly as professors or administrators.[40] Jesuit Heritage Week has been held every year since 2001 to celebrate the contributions of Jesuits to the Georgetown tradition.[41]

The role that Georgetown's Catholic heritage has played in its policies has been controversial at times, even as its influence is relatively limited.[42] Stores in University-owned buildings are not allowed to sell or distribute birth control[image: External link] products.[43] Georgetown University Medical Center[image: External link] and Georgetown University Hospital[image: External link], operated by MedStar Health[image: External link], are prohibited from performing abortions.[44] As recently as 2004, the hospital did perform research using embryonic stem cells[image: External link].[45] Georgetown has been criticized by religious groups such as the Cardinal Newman Society[image: External link] for hosting speakers such as John Kerry and Barack Obama, prominent pro-choice[image: External link] politicians.[46][47] Washington's Archbishop, Donald Wuerl[image: External link], criticized the university for inviting Kathleen Sebelius[image: External link] to be a commencement speaker.[48] The university hosts the Cardinal O'Connor[image: External link] Conference on Life every January to discuss the pro-life[image: External link] movement.[49]

Between 1996 and 1999, the administration added crucifixes[image: External link] to many classroom walls, a change that attracted national attention.[50] Before 1996, crucifixes had hung only in hospital rooms and historic classrooms.[51] Some of these crucifixes are historic works of art, and are noted as such.[52] According to Imam Yahya Hendi[image: External link], the school's on-campus Muslim cleric, pressure to remove the crucifixes comes from within the Catholic community, while he and other campus faith leaders have defended their placement.[53] The Intercultural Center[image: External link] is an exception to this controversy, rotating displays of various faith and culture symbols in the lobby.[54] In 2009, Georgetown's religious symbols were brought back to national attention after the university administration concealed the name of Jesus[image: External link] in preparation for President Barack Obama's speech on campus.[55]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Academics






	School
	
Year founded





	Georgetown College[image: External link]
	
1789





	Graduate School of Arts and Sciences[image: External link]
	
1820





	School of Medicine[image: External link]
	
1851





	Law Center[image: External link]
	
1870





	School of Nursing and Health Studies[image: External link]
	
1903





	Walsh School of Foreign Service[image: External link]
	
1919





	
School of Dentistry[image: External link] (defunct)
	
1951





	School of Continuing Studies[image: External link]
	
1956





	McDonough School of Business[image: External link]
	
1957





	McCourt School of Public Policy[image: External link]
	
2013






As of 2014, the university has 7,636 undergraduate students, and 10,213 graduate students.[4] Bachelor's[image: External link] programs are offered through Georgetown College[image: External link], the School of Nursing and Health Studies[image: External link], the Robert Emmett McDonough School of Business[image: External link], the School of Continuing Studies[image: External link], and the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service[image: External link], which includes the Qatar campus[image: External link]. The School of Dentistry[image: External link] closed in 1990 after 89 years in operation.[65] Some high school students from Georgetown Visitation[image: External link] are permitted to attend classes for Advanced Placement[image: External link] credit.[66]

Georgetown University offers undergraduate degrees in forty-eight majors[image: External link] in the four undergraduate schools, as well as the opportunity for students to design their courses of study.[67] All majors in the College are open as minors to students in the College, the School of Nursing and Health Studies, and the School of Business. Students in the School of Foreign Service can complete select certificates which complement the school's focus on foreign affairs and attain a minor in one of twelve languages but do not have access to the same minor selection as the other three schools. All courses are on a credit hour[image: External link] system.[19] Georgetown offers many opportunities to study abroad[image: External link], and about 50% of the undergraduate student body spends time at an institution overseas.[68]

Master's[image: External link] and doctoral[image: External link] programs are offered through the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences[image: External link], the Law Center, the School of Medicine, the McCourt School of Public Policy[image: External link], and the School of Continuing Studies. Masters students occasionally share some advanced seminars[image: External link] with undergraduates, and most undergraduate schools offer abbreviated bachelors and masters programs following completion of the undergraduate degree. The McDonough School of Business and the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service both offer masters programs. The School of Foreign Service is renowned for its academic programs in international affairs. Its graduate program was ranked first in the world by Foreign Policy[image: External link] and its undergraduate program was ranked fourth.[69] The Center for Contemporary Arab Studies[image: External link] also offer a Master's of Arab Studies, as well as certificates.[70]

Each graduate school offers at least one double degree[image: External link] with another graduate school.[71] Additionally, the Law Center offers a joint degree with the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health[image: External link].[72] The School of Continuing Studies includes the Center for Continuing and Professional Education, and operates four types of degree programs, over thirty professional certificates and non-degree courses, undergraduate and graduate degrees in Liberal Studies[image: External link], as well as summer courses for graduates, undergraduates, and high school students.[73]
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 Faculty




Main article: List of Georgetown University faculty[image: External link]


As of 2012, Georgetown University employed 1,354 full-time and 880 part-time faculty members across its three Washington, D.C. campuses,[4] with additional staff at SFS-Qatar[image: External link].[74] The faculty comprises leading academics and notable political and business leaders, and are predominantly male by a two-to-one margin.[75] Politically, Georgetown University's faculty members give more support to liberal candidates, and while their donation patterns are generally consistent with those of other American university faculties, they gave more than average to Barack Obama's presidential campaign.[76][77]

The faculty includes scholars such as the former President of the American Philological Association[image: External link] James J. O'Donnell[image: External link], theologian John Haught[image: External link], social activists Sam Marullo and Chai Feldblum[image: External link], Nobel laureate[image: External link] George Akerlof[image: External link], and preeminent hip-hop scholar Michael Eric Dyson[image: External link].[78][79][80] Many former politicians choose to teach at Georgetown, including the former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, former U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Jeane Kirkpatrick[image: External link], U.S. Agency for International Development[image: External link] administrator Andrew Natsios[image: External link], National Security Advisor Anthony Lake[image: External link], and CIA director George Tenet. Internationally, the school attracts numerous former ambassadors[image: External link] and heads of state[image: External link], such as Prime Minister of Spain José María Aznar[image: External link], Saudi Ambassador Prince Turki bin Faisal Al Saud[image: External link], and President of Colombia Álvaro Uribe[image: External link].[81][82][83]
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 Research




Georgetown University is a self-described "student-centered research university"[84] considered by the Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher Education[image: External link] to have "very high research activity."[85] As of 2014, Georgetown's libraries held over 3.5 million printed items, including 1.25 million e-books, in seven buildings, with most in Lauinger Library[image: External link].[86] The Blommer Science Library in the Reiss Science Building on campus, houses most of the Science collection. Additionally, the Law School campus includes the nation's fifth largest law library[image: External link].[87] Georgetown faculty conduct research in hundreds of subjects, but have priorities in the fields of religion, ethics, science, public policy, and cancer medicine.[88] Cross-institutional research is performed with Columbia University[image: External link] and Virginia Tech[image: External link].

In 2014, Georgetown received $172 million in external research grants, ranking #113 amongst all universities in the United States[image: External link], for research.[89] In 2012, Georgetown spent $180 million on research, ranking it 108th nationwide.[90] In 2007, it received about $14.8 million in federal funds for research, with 64% from the National Science Foundation[image: External link], National Institutes of Health[image: External link], the United States Department of Energy[image: External link], and the Department of Defense.[91] In 2010, the school received $5.6 million from the Department of Education[image: External link] to fund fellowships in several international studies fields.[92] Georgetown's Vincent Lombardi Cancer Center is one of 41 research-intensive comprehensive cancer centers in the United States, and developed the breakthrough HPV vaccine[image: External link] for cervical cancer[93] and Conditionally Reprogrammed Cells (CRC)[image: External link] technology.[94]

Centers which conduct and sponsor research at Georgetown include the Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World Affairs[image: External link], the Prince Alwaleed Center for Muslim–Christian Understanding[image: External link] and the Woodstock Theological Center[image: External link]. Regular publications include the Georgetown Journal on Poverty Law and Policy[image: External link], the Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal[image: External link], the Georgetown Law Journal[image: External link], the Georgetown Journal of International Affairs[image: External link], and the Georgetown Public Policy Review[image: External link].
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 Admissions






	Applicant Statistics



	 
	2013[95]
	2014[96]
	2015[97]
	2016[98]
	2017[99]



	Applicants
	19,885
	19,505
	19,478
	20,002
	21,465



	Admits
	3,398
	3,384
	3,358
	3,276
	3,313



	Admit rate
	17.1%
	17.3%
	17.2%
	16.4%
	15.4%



	Enrolled
	1,594
	1,578
	1,567
	1,579
	N/A



	SAT range
	1320–1500
	1320–1520
	1320–1500
	1350–1520
	1370–1540



	ACT range
	29–33
	30–33
	30–34
	31–34
	31–34




Admission to Georgetown has been deemed "most selective" by U.S. News & World Report[image: External link],[100] with the university receiving nearly 20,000 applications and admitting 16.4% of those that applied during the 2014–2015 admissions cycle.[101] The Fiske Guide to Colleges states that "only Stanford[image: External link] and a handful of Ivy League[image: External link] schools are tougher to get into than Georgetown."[102] As of 2011, Georgetown's graduate schools have acceptance rates of 3.6% to the School of Medicine[image: External link],[103] 19% to the Law Center[image: External link],[104] 25% to the MSFS[image: External link],[105] and 34.9% to the MBA program[image: External link].[106] In 2004, a National Bureau of Economic Research[image: External link] study on revealed preference of U.S. colleges showed Georgetown was the 16th most-preferred choice.[107]

The undergraduate schools maintain a restrictive Early Action[image: External link] admissions program, as students who have applied through an Early Decision[image: External link] process at another school are not permitted to apply early to Georgetown.[4] 94% of students accepted for the class of 2014 were in the top 10% of their class and the interquartile range[image: External link] of SAT[image: External link] scores was 660–760 in Critical Reading and 670–770 in Math.[108] Georgetown accepts the SAT and ACT[image: External link], though it does not consider the writing portion of either test.[109] Over 55% of undergraduates receive financial aid, and the university meets 100% of demonstrated need, with an average financial aid package of $23,500 and about 70% of aid distributed in the form of grants or scholarships.[110]
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 Campuses




Main articles: Campuses of Georgetown University[image: External link] and List of Georgetown University buildings[image: External link]


Georgetown University has four campuses in Washington, D.C.: the undergraduate campus, the Medical Center[image: External link], the School of Continuing Studies (in Chinatown) and the Law Center. The undergraduate campus and Medical Center are together in the Georgetown neighborhood[image: External link] and form the main campus. Other centers are located around Washington, D.C., including the Center for Continuing and Professional Education at Clarendon[image: External link] in Arlington, Virginia[image: External link]. Transit between these locations and the Washington Metro[image: External link] is supplied by a system of shuttles, known as GUTS buses.[111] Georgetown also operates a facility in Doha[image: External link], Qatar[image: External link], and villas in Alanya[image: External link], Turkey and Fiesole[image: External link], Italy. In their campus layout, Georgetown's administrators consistently used the traditional quadrangle[image: External link] design.[112]
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 Main campus




Georgetown's undergraduate and medical school campuses are situated on an elevated site above the Potomac River[image: External link] overlooking Northern Virginia[image: External link]. Because of this, Georgetown University is often referred to as "The Hilltop." The main gates, known as the Healy Gates, are located at the intersection of 37th and O Streets NW, and lead directly to the heart of campus. The main campus is relatively compact, being 104 acres (0.4 km2) in area, but includes fifty-four buildings, student residences and apartments capable of accommodating 80% of undergraduates, and various athletic facilities.[113] Most buildings employ collegiate Gothic[image: External link] architecture and Georgian brick architecture[image: External link]. Campus green areas include fountains, a cemetery, large clusters of flowers, groves of trees, and open quadrangles.[114] Georgetown received a B grade on the 2011 College Sustainability Report Card, and new buildings and major renovations are required to meet LEED[image: External link] Silver criteria.[115]

Healy Hall[image: External link], designed by Paul J. Pelz[image: External link] in Neo-Medieval style and built from 1877 to 1879, is the architectural gem of Georgetown's campus, and is a National Historic Landmark[image: External link].[116] Within Healy Hall are a number of notable rooms including Gaston Hall[image: External link], Riggs Library[image: External link], and the Bioethics Library Hirst Reading Room.[117] Both Healy Hall and the Georgetown University Astronomical Observatory[image: External link], built in 1844, are listed on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link].[118] In front of the Healy and Copley Hall buildings is the large front lawn area, which is crossed by walkways and paths that center on the statue of John Carroll. In addition to the front lawn, the main campus has traditionally centered on Dahlgren Quadrangle behind Healy Hall, which is home to Dahlgren Chapel[image: External link]; however, in recent decades, Red Square has replaced the Dahlgren Quadrangle as the focus of student life.[119] North of Red Square is an extended pathway that is home to buildings such as the Intercultural Center (ICC), the Reiss Science building, and the large Leavey Student Center. The northern terminus of the undergraduate campus is marked by St. Mary's Hall adjacent to Reservoir Road, home to the School of Nursing and Health Sciences. Across Reservoir Road is the Burleith neighborhood, where some upperclassmen rent houses off-campus. The medical school is located in the northwestern part of the main campus on Reservoir Road, and is integrated with Georgetown University Hospital[image: External link].[120] The Medical campus includes the historic Medical-Dental Building, the Dahlgren Memorial Library, and other research and classroom facilities.

In the last decade, the West side of the Hilltop has emerged as a new developing area of the main campus. The university completed the Southwest Quadrangle Project in late 2003, and brought a new 907-bed upperclassmen residence hall, the Leo J. O'Donovan dining hall, a large underground parking facility, and a new Jesuit Residence to the campus.[121] The school's first performing arts center[image: External link], named for Royden B. Davis[image: External link], was completed in November 2005. The new business school headquarters, named for Rafik Hariri[image: External link], opened in Fall 2009, and Regents Hall, the new science building, opened in the Fall of 2012. These two large buildings, along with the adjacent Leavey Student Center, have become popular study spaces, and overlook a newly developed scenic lawn space.[122] Additionally, in the fall of 2014, the university opened a new student center, the Healey Family Student Center (HFSC) to complement the longstanding Leavey Center. The Healey Family Student Center is located on the 1st floor of New South Hall[image: External link], a space which had functioned as the university's main dining facility until the opening of the Leo J. O'Donovan dining hall in 2003. It features over 43,000 square feet including a number of study spaces, conference rooms, dance and music studios, as well as a pub called "Bulldog Tavern" and a salad store "Hilltoss," which is operated by The Corp[image: External link].[123] The university owns many of the buildings in the Georgetown neighborhood east of the main campus and west of 35th Street NW, including all buildings west of 36th Street. This area is known as "East Campus" and is used for upperclassmen housing, classroom space, along with specific institutions, offices, and alumni facilities. Additionally, the Walsh School of Foreign Service[image: External link] and the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences[image: External link] both have classroom buildings in this area.[120] Georgetown Visitation[image: External link], a private Roman Catholic girls high school[image: External link], is located on the northeast side of campus, on land adjoining the undergraduate campus.[124]

As a location, Georgetown[image: External link] is ranked nationally as the second best college town[image: External link] by the Princeton Review[image: External link].[125] The Georgetown neighborhood west of Wisconsin Avenue NW, is dominated by the presence of university students. Students have easy access to the M Street commercial area, the Georgetown Waterfront, and numerous trails that lead to the National Mall and other parks. Despite this, "town and gown[image: External link]" relations between the university communities and other Georgetown residents are often strained by facilities construction, enlargement of the student body, as well as noise and alcohol violations.[126] More recently, several groups of neighborhood residents have attempted to slow University growth in Georgetown, creating friction between students and the surrounding neighborhood. Despite the relative safety of the neighborhood, crime is nonetheless a persistent issue, with campus security responding to 257 crimes in 2008.[127]
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 Law Center campus




The Law Center campus[image: External link] is located in the Capitol Hill neighborhood[image: External link] on New Jersey Avenue, near Union Station[image: External link] and consists of five buildings. First-year students at the Law Center can live in the single on-campus dormitory, the Gewirz Student Center.[128] Most second- and third-year students, as well as some first-year students, live off-campus. As there is little housing near the Law Center, most are spread throughout the Washington metropolitan area.[129] The "Campus Completion Project", finished in 2005, saw the addition of the Hotung International Building and the Sport and Fitness Center. G Street and F Street are closed off between 1st and 2nd Streets to create open lawns flanking McDonough Hall, the main building on the campus.[130]
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 Facilities abroad




In December 1979, the Marquesa Margaret Rockefeller de Larrain[image: External link], granddaughter of John D. Rockefeller[image: External link], gave the Villa Le Balze[image: External link] to Georgetown University.[131] The Villa is in Fiesole[image: External link], Italy, on a hill above the city of Florence. The Villa is used year-round for study abroad programs focused on specialized interdisciplinary[image: External link] study of Italian culture[image: External link] and civilization.[132] The main facility for the McGhee Center for Eastern Mediterranean Studies[image: External link] was donated to Georgetown in 1989 by alumnus and former United States Ambassador to Turkey[image: External link] George C. McGhee[image: External link].[133] The school is in the town of Alanya[image: External link], Turkey within the Seljuq[image: External link]-era Alanya Castle[image: External link], on the Mediterranean. The Center operates study abroad programs one semester each year, concentrating on Turkish language[image: External link], architectural history[image: External link], and Islamic studies[image: External link].[134]

In 2002, the Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development[image: External link] presented the School of Foreign Service[image: External link] with the resources and space to open a facility in the new Education City[image: External link] in Doha[image: External link], Qatar[image: External link].[135] SFS-Qatar[image: External link] opened in 2005 as a liberal arts and international affairs undergraduate school for regional students.[136] In December 2007, Georgetown opened a liaison office in Shanghai[image: External link], China to coordinate with Fudan University[image: External link] and others.[137] In 2008, the Georgetown University Law Center[image: External link] in conjunction with an international consortium of law schools established the Center for Transnational Legal Studies[image: External link] in London, England.[138]
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 Student life




See also: Housing at Georgetown University[image: External link]


The Georgetown undergraduate student body, at 7,636 as of 2014, is composed primarily of students from outside the District of Columbia[image: External link] area, with 34% of new 2010 students coming from Mid-Atlantic states[image: External link], 11% being international students and the remainder coming from other areas of the US.[139] The student body also represented 129 different countries, with 11% being international[image: External link],[140] including over 330 undergraduate and 1,050 graduate students who chose to come to Georgetown as a study abroad[image: External link] destination in 2009–10.[141] In 2014–2015, the racial diversity of the undergraduate student body was 57.0% white[image: External link], 8.8% Asian[image: External link], 6.2% black[image: External link], and 7.5% Hispanic[image: External link]; Additionally, 55.1% of undergraduates are female.[142]

Although it is a Jesuit university, only 41% of the student body identify as Roman Catholic[image: External link], while 22% identify as Protestant[image: External link] as of 2009.[12] Georgetown employs a full-time rabbi[image: External link], as 6.5% of undergraduates are Jewish[image: External link].[12] It was the first U.S. college to have a full-time imam[image: External link], to serve the over four-hundred Muslims[image: External link] on campus,[143] and in 2014, they appointed their first Hindu priest to serve a weekly community of around one hundred.[144] Georgetown also sponsors student groups for Bahá'i[image: External link], Buddhist[image: External link], and Mormon[image: External link] traditions.[145] The student body consists of both religious and non-religious students, and more than four-hundred freshmen[image: External link] and transfer students attend a nonreligious Ignatian[image: External link] retreat[image: External link] annually, called ESCAPE.[146][147]

A 2007 survey of undergraduates also suggests that 62.8% are sexually active, while 6.2% identify as LGBTQ[image: External link].[12][148] Discrimination can be an issue on campus, and three-fourths of a 2009 survey considered homophobia[image: External link] a campus problem.[149] Newsweek[image: External link], however, rated Georgetown among its top "Gay-Friendly Schools" in 2010.[150] A survey by the school in 2016 showed that 31% of females undergraduates reported experiencing unwanted sexual contact, and 86% of LGBTQ students reported some form of sexual harassment at the college.[151] In 2011, College Magazine[image: External link] ranked Georgetown as the tenth most hipster[image: External link] U.S. college,[152] while People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals[image: External link] considered it the third most vegan friendly small U.S. school.[153]

Almost all undergraduates attend full-time.[154] A majority of undergraduates, 76%, live on-campus in several dormitories and apartment complexes, including all underclassmen.[155] As of 2011, 1255 undergraduates and 339 graduate students live off-campus, mostly in the Georgetown[image: External link], Glover Park[image: External link], Burleith[image: External link], and Foxhall[image: External link] neighborhoods.[156] Although many of the university's hall directors and area coordinators attend graduate level courses, on-campus housing is not available for main campus graduate students.[157] The school hopes to build such housing by 2020.[158] All students in the Medical School live off-campus, most in the surrounding neighborhoods, with some in Northern Virginia[image: External link] and elsewhere through the region.[159]
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 Student groups




As of 2012, 92.89% of Georgetown University undergraduates are involved in at least one of the 179 registered student organizations which cover a variety of interests: student government, club sports, media and publications, performing arts, religion, and volunteer and service.[160] Students also operate campus stores, banks, and medical services. Students often find their interests at the Student Activities Commission Club Fair, where both official and unofficial organizations set up tables.[161] The Georgetown University Student Association is the student government organization for undergraduates. There are also student representatives within the schools, to the Board of Directors, and, since 1996, to the Georgetown Advisory Neighborhood Commission[image: External link].[162]

Georgetown's student organizations include one of the nation's oldest debating clubs, the Philodemic Society[image: External link], founded in 1830,[163] and the oldest university theater group, the Mask and Bauble Dramatic Society[image: External link].[164] Nomadic Theatre[image: External link], founded in 1982 as an alternative troupe without an on-campus home, produces "plays which educate and challenge all members of the university community through thought-provoking theatre."[165] The Georgetown Improv Association, founded in 1995, performs monthly long-form improvisational[image: External link] shows on-campus at Bulldog Alley in addition to hosting "Improvfest", one of the oldest improv festivals in the country[image: External link].[166] The Model United Nations[image: External link] team that is run by the Georgetown International Relations Club, the largest club on campus, and its affiliate, Georgetown International Relations Association[image: External link], has attained the status of best in the world on several occasions.[167]

There are a total of seven a cappella[image: External link] groups on campus, including The Georgetown Saxatones, The Georgetown Chimes[image: External link], the Phantoms, Superfood, The GraceNotes, the Chamber Singers, Essence, Harmony, and the Capitol G's.[168] These groups perform annually at the "D.C. A Cappella Festival", held since 1991, and the "Cherry Tree Massacre" concert series, held since 1974.[169][170] The Georgetown University Band is composed of the Georgetown Pep Band and the Georgetown Wind Ensemble, and performs on campus, in Washington, D.C., and at post-season basketball tournaments.[171]

In addition to student organizations and clubs, Georgetown University is home to the nation's largest entirely student-owned and -operated corporation, Students of Georgetown, Inc.[image: External link] Founded in 1972, "The Corp" operates three coffee shops[image: External link], two grocery stores[image: External link], a salad and health food service, catering and printing services, as well as running seasonal storage and airport shuttles for students.[172] The business has annual revenues of about $2 million,[173] and surpluses are directly re-invested into the Georgetown student body through Corp Philanthropy, which gave out over $85,000 in scholarships and donations to Georgetown groups in 2014–2015.[174] Georgetown University Alumni & Student Federal Credit Union[image: External link] is the oldest and largest all student-run financial institution, with over $17 million in assets and 12,000 members.[175] The Georgetown University Student Investment Fund is one of a few undergraduate-run investment funds[image: External link] in the United States, and hosted CNBC's Jim Cramer[image: External link] to tape Mad Money[image: External link] in September 2006.[176]

Another student-run group, the Georgetown Emergency Response Medical Service, "GERMS", is an all-volunteer ambulance service founded in 1982 that serves campus and the surrounding communities. Georgetown's Army[image: External link] Reserve Officer Training Corps[image: External link] (ROTC) unit, the Hoya Battalion, is the oldest military unit native to the District of Columbia,[177] and was awarded the top ranking among ROTC programs in 2012.[178] The proportion of ROTC students at Georgetown was the 79th highest among universities in the United States as of 2010.[179] GUGS, the Georgetown University Grilling Society, has been a Georgetown tradition since 2002, selling half-pound hamburgers in Red Square on most Fridays.[180]
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 Activism




Georgetown University student organizations include a diverse array of groups focused on social justice issues, including organizations run through both Student Affairs and the Center for Social Justice[image: External link]. Oriented against gender violence, Take Back the Night[image: External link] coordinates an annual rally and march to protest against rape and other forms of violence against women.[181] Georgetown Solidarity Committee is a workers' rights organization whose successes include ending use of sweatshops in producing Georgetown-logoed apparel, and garnering pay raises for both university cleaning staff and police.[182] Georgetown Students for Fair Trade[image: External link] successfully advocated for all coffee in campus cafeterias to be Fair Trade Certified[image: External link].[183]

Georgetown has many additional groups representing national, ethnic, and linguistic interests. Georgetown's has the second most politically active student body in the United States according to the Princeton Review[image: External link].[125] Groups based on local, national, and international issues are popular, and political speech is protected on campus. Student political organizations are active on campus and engage their many members in local and national politics. The Georgetown University College Republicans represent their party, while the Georgetown University College Democrats, the largest student organization on campus in 2008, represent theirs.[184]

The reproductive rights[image: External link] organization H*yas for Choice is not officially recognized by the university as its positions on abortion[image: External link] are in opposition to university policy, prompting the asterisk in "Hoyas."[185] While not financially supported by the school, the organization is permitted to meet and table in university spaces.[186] The issue contributes to Georgetown's 'red light' status on free speech under the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education[image: External link] rating system.[187] In 2010, the "Plan A: Hoyas for Reproductive Justice" campaign led several protests against the school policy against the sale of birth control on campus,[188] and in 2007, Georgetown University Law Center[image: External link] students protested the university's decision to cease funding for a student's internship at Planned Parenthood[image: External link]'s litigation department despite funding it previous years.[189] Law Center student Sandra Fluke[image: External link] petitioned the university to change its health insurance policy to include coverage for contraception for three years prior to addressing the issue before the House Democratic Steering and Policy Committee[image: External link] in 2012. Though the remarks[image: External link] Rush Limbaugh[image: External link] subsequently directed at Fluke were criticized by Georgetown administrators as both misogynist and vitriolic,[190] the school remains opposed to the coverage of contraception.[191]
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 Media




Georgetown University has several student-run newspapers. The Hoya[image: External link] is the university's oldest newspaper. It has been in print since 1920, and since 1987, has been published twice weekly.[192] The Georgetown Voice[image: External link], known for its weekly cover stories, is a newsmagazine[image: External link] that was founded in March 1969 to focus more attention on citywide and national issues.[193] The Georgetown Independent is a monthly journal of news, commentary and the arts.[194] Founded in 1966, the Georgetown Law Weekly[image: External link] is the student-run paper on the Law Center[image: External link] campus, and is a three-time winner of the American Bar Association[image: External link]'s Best Newspaper award.[195] The Georgetown Journal of International Affairs[image: External link], established in 2000, is a student-managed, semi-annual publication on current affairs and international relations.[196] The Hoya and The Georgetown Voice both run online blogs, and there are other popular blogs written about the school and its sports teams.

The Georgetown Academy, restarted in 2008 after a hiatus, targets traditionalist Catholic[image: External link] readers, and the Georgetown Review, founded in 2016, aims to bring a conservative[image: External link] and libertarian[image: External link] viewpoint to campus.[197][198] Other political publications include the Georgetown Progressive, an online publication run by the Georgetown University College Democrats, and Counterpoint Magazine, a liberal monthly founded in the spring of 2011.[199] The Fire This Time is Georgetown's minority newssource.[200] The Georgetown Heckler[image: External link] is a humor magazine founded on the Internet in 2003 by Georgetown students, releasing its first print issue in 2007.[201] The Gonzo[image: External link] was a former student humor magazine, published from 1993 to 1998.

The university has a campus-wide television station, GUTV, which began broadcasting in 1999. The station hosts an annual student film festival[image: External link] in April for campus filmmakers.[202] WGTB[image: External link], Georgetown's radio station, is available as a webcast[image: External link] and on 92.3 FM in certain dormitories. The station was founded in 1946, and broadcast on 90.1 FM from 1960 to 1979, when university president Timothy S. Healy[image: External link] gave away the frequency and broadcast capabilities to the University of the District of Columbia[image: External link] because of WGTB's far left[image: External link] political orientation. The station now broadcasts through the Internet in its headquarters in the Leavey Center.[203]
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Although Jesuit schools are not obliged to disassociate from Greek systems, many do, and Georgetown University officially recognizes and funds only one of the many Greek organizations on campus, Alpha Phi Omega, the national co-ed community service fraternity. Despite this, other Greek organizations exist on campus, however, none require members to live in fraternal housing.[204] Additionally, Georgetown University students are affiliated, in some cases, with fraternities at other nearby universities and colleges.[205]

Active fraternities at Georgetown include Delta Phi Epsilon[image: External link], a professional foreign service fraternity and sorority; Alpha Kappa Psi[image: External link], a professional co-ed business fraternity; Alpha Phi Omega, a national co-ed community service fraternity; Alpha Epsilon Pi[image: External link], a Jewish social fraternity; and social fraternities Sigma Phi Epsilon[image: External link], Zeta Psi[image: External link], and Sigma Alpha Epsilon[image: External link]. Delta Phi Epsilon was founded at Georgetown in 1920, and members of their Alpha Chapter include Jesuits and several deans of the School of Foreign Service[image: External link].[206] The Delta Phi Epsilon foreign service sorority, founded in 1973, is the only professional sorority active at Georgetown.[207] In October 2013 the first social Greek sorority came to the Georgetown campus with the Eta Tau chapter of Kappa Kappa Gamma[image: External link], followed by the Theta Iota chapter of Kappa Alpha Theta[image: External link] in the spring of 2014.[208][209] Georgetown's chapter of Alpha Epsilon Pi,was established in 2002.[210] Sigma Phi Epsilon chartered its chapter as a general social fraternity in 2007.[211] The Omega Lambda chapter of professional business fraternity Alpha Kappa Psi replaced Delta Sigma Pi[image: External link], which lost its charter in 2006.[212] The Zeta Psi chapter, named Gamma Epsilon, was chartered in March 2009 after a year as a colony.[213]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Events




Annual events on campus celebrate Georgetown traditions, culture, alumni, sports, and politics. In late April, Georgetown University celebrates Georgetown Day.[214] Besides the full-day carnival, the day rewards the best professor of the year with the Dorothy Brown Award, as voted by students. Halloween[image: External link] is celebrated with public viewings of alumnus William Peter Blatty[image: External link]'s film The Exorcist[image: External link], which takes place in the neighborhood surrounding the university.[215]

Homecoming[image: External link] coincides with a home football game, and festivities such as tailgating and a formal dance are sponsored by the Alumni Association to draw past graduates back to campus.[216] The largest planned sports related celebration is the first basketball practice of the season. Dubbed Midnight Madness, this event introduces the men's and women's basketball teams shortly after midnight on the first day the teams are allowed by NCAA rules to formally practice together.[217] In 2013, Georgetown hosted the east regional finals round of the NCAA Men's Basketball Tournament[image: External link].[218]

Georgetown University hosts notable speakers each year, largely because of the success of the Georgetown Lecture Fund and the Office of Communications.[219] These are frequently important heads of state[image: External link] who visit Georgetown while in the capital, as well as scholars, authors, U.S. politicians, and religious leaders. Many prominent alumni are known to frequent the main campus. The Office of the President hosts numerous symposia on religious topics, such as Nostra aetate[image: External link], Pacem in terris[image: External link], and the Building Bridges Seminar.[220]
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 Athletics




Main article: Georgetown Hoyas[image: External link]


Georgetown fields 23 varsity teams and the Club Sports Board supports an additional 23 club teams. The varsity teams participate in the NCAA[image: External link]'s Division I[image: External link]. The school generally competes in the Big East Conference[image: External link], although the football team[image: External link] competes in the Division I FCS[image: External link] Patriot League[image: External link], the sailing team in Middle Atlantic Intercollegiate Sailing Association[image: External link], and the rowing teams in the Eastern Association of Rowing Colleges[image: External link]. U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] listed Georgetown's athletics program among the 20 best in the nation.[221] Georgetown's student athletes have a 94% graduation success rate,[222] and over one-hundred have gone on to play professionally.[223] Georgetown has won two NCAA Division 1 team national championships and 23 NCAA Division 1 individual national championships.

The school's teams are called "Hoyas", a name whose origin is uncertain. Sometime before 1893, students well versed in classical languages invented the mixed Greek[image: External link] and Latin[image: External link] chant of "Hoya Saxa[image: External link]", translating roughly as "what (or such) rocks." The school's baseball team[image: External link], then called the Stonewalls, began in 1870, and football in 1874, and the chant likely refers to one of these teams.[224] By the 1920s, the term "Hoyas" was used to describe groups on campus, and by 1928, campus sports writers started using it instead of the older team name, the "Hilltoppers."[225][226] The name was picked up in the local publications, and became official shortly after. Jack the Bulldog[image: External link] has been the mascot of Georgetown athletics programs since 1962, and the school fight song[image: External link] is There Goes Old Georgetown[image: External link].

The men's basketball[image: External link] team is particularly noteworthy as it won the NCAA championship[image: External link] in 1984[image: External link] under coach John Thompson[image: External link]. The current coach is Georgetown alumnus Patrick Ewing[image: External link], who played in three Final Fours[image: External link] under coach Thompson from 1982[image: External link] to 1985[image: External link]. The team is tied for the most Big East conference tournament[image: External link] titles with seven, and has made twenty-seven NCAA tournament appearances[image: External link].[227][228] Well-known team alumni include Ewing, Sleepy Floyd[image: External link], Dikembe Mutombo[image: External link], Alonzo Mourning[image: External link], Allen Iverson[image: External link], Jeff Green[image: External link], and Roy Hibbert[image: External link].[229] Georgetown's NBA[image: External link] alumni are collectively among the highest earners from a single program.[230] Ewing was selected by the NBA as one of the 50 greatest players in the league's history[image: External link].

The sailing team has won fourteen national championships since 2001,[231] as well as one World Championship in match racing.[232] Over that time they have graduated 79 All-Americans and 6 College Sailors of the year. Georgetown has been nationally successful in both cross country and track and field,[233] and in 2011, the women's cross country team won Georgetown's only other team NCAA Championship.[234] The rowing teams are perennial contenders as well for national titles.[235] The men's[image: External link] and women's lacrosse teams[image: External link] have both been ranked in the top ten nationally,[236][237] as have both soccer teams, with the men making the national championship game in 2012,[238] and the women making the national quarterfinals in 2010.[239] The rugby club team[image: External link] also made it to the Division II Final Four in 2005 and 2009.[240]
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 Alumni




Main article: List of Georgetown University alumni[image: External link]


Georgetown graduates have found success in a wide variety of fields, and have served at the heads of diverse institutions both in the public and private sector. Immediately after graduation, about 54–61% of undergraduates enter the workforce, while others go on to additional education.[241] Georgetown graduates have been recipients of 23 Rhodes Scholarships,[242] 21 Marshall Scholarships[image: External link],[243] 26 Truman Scholarships[image: External link],[244] and 14 Mitchell Scholarships[image: External link].[245] Georgetown is also one of the top-ten yearly producers of Peace Corps[image: External link] volunteers as of 2010,[246] with 35 active and 866 total volunteers since 1961.[247] Georgetown alumni have a median starting salary of $55,000 with a median mid-career salary of $110,000, according to Payscale.com[image: External link].[241] NNDB[image: External link], the Notable Names Database, lists 493 notable alumni as of 2015.[248]

Eight former heads of state are alumni. Former President of the United States Bill Clinton is a 1968 graduate of the School of Foreign Service, and other former world leaders include Laura Chinchilla[image: External link] of Costa Rica[image: External link],[249] Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo[image: External link] of the Philippines[image: External link],[250] Saad Hariri[image: External link] of Lebanon[image: External link],[251] and Alfredo Cristiani[image: External link] of El Salvador[image: External link]. Two SFS graduates are also currently elected presidents, Dalia Grybauskaitė of Lithuania[image: External link], who completed a six-month program in 1992,[252] and Željko Komšić[image: External link], one of the tripartite Presidents of Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link].[253] Seven alumni serve in the United States Senate[image: External link], and twenty-one in the House of Representatives[image: External link]. Current congressional alumni include Dick Durbin[image: External link], Senate minority whip[image: External link], and Steny Hoyer[image: External link], House minority whip[image: External link].[254] Governor Pat Quinn[image: External link] of Illinois[image: External link] graduated from the SFS in 1971 while Governor Terry McAuliffe of Virginia[image: External link] received his J.D. from the Law Center in 1984.[255][256] On the U.S. Supreme Court, alumni include former Associate Justice Antonin Scalia[image: External link] and former Chief Justice Edward Douglass White[image: External link].[248] Members of the current Trump Administration[image: External link] cabinet include Secretary of Homeland Security[image: External link] John F. Kelly[image: External link] who received his master's degree in 1984. Members of the former Obama Administration[image: External link] cabinet include Treasury Secretary[image: External link] Jack Lew who graduated from the law school in 1983 and White House Chief of Staff Denis McDonough[image: External link] who received his master's degree in 1996.

King Felipe VI of Spain[image: External link], King Abdullah II of Jordan[image: External link], Prince Guillaume of Luxembourg[image: External link], Prince Turki bin Faisal Al Saud[image: External link] of the Saudi Arabia royal family[image: External link], and Prince Pavlos of Greece and Denmark[image: External link] are among the royals[image: External link] who attended Georgetown.[257] Besides numerous members of the senior diplomatic corps, graduates have also headed military organizations on both the domestic and international level, such as former Secretary of Defense[image: External link] Robert Gates[image: External link] and former National Security Advisor[image: External link] General James L. Jones[image: External link].[258] Notable alumni in business include Mary Callahan Erdoes[image: External link], CEO of J.P. Morgan Asset Management[image: External link], Patricia Russo[image: External link], former Alcatel-Lucent[image: External link] CEO, William J. Doyle[image: External link] of the Potash Corporation of Saskatchewan[image: External link], and Ted Leonsis[image: External link], owner of the Washington Capitals[image: External link], Wizards[image: External link], and Mystics[image: External link] franchises and former America Online[image: External link] executive.[259][260] Leonsis is among four other undergraduate alumni who own professional sports teams, making Georgetown the most popular undergraduate university for major North American sports franchise owners.[261] Actor Bradley Cooper[image: External link], People Magazine[image: External link]'s Sexiest Man Alive 2011, is also a graduate of Georgetown and its English program.[262] Actors/comedians Nick Kroll[image: External link], John Mulaney[image: External link], Jim Gaffigan[image: External link], and Mike Birbiglia[image: External link] are also graduates of Georgetown.[263]
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 Notes





a Utraque Unum is Latin[image: External link] from Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians[image: External link] 2:14. See official explanation[image: External link]. Other translations available[image: External link].

b While Patrick Francis Healy[image: External link] inherited African ancestry from his mother and was consequently classified as racially black according to the "one-drop rule[image: External link]" of 19th-century American society, he self-identified racially as white and ethnically as Irish American.

c The undergraduate class of 2016 are students who begin school in August 2012, as the expected matriculation is four years.

d The total undergraduate enrollment numbers 7,636 students. However, the Traditional Undergraduate Student Population, (which is defined as undergraduate students taking at least one course at Georgetown's main campus, excluding non-degree students and students returning for a second degree in nursing but including students studying abroad, required by the 2010 Campus Plan not to exceed 6,675 students) numbered 6,684 students in Fall 2013. See 2013–2014 Compliance Report for the 2010 Campus Plan (page 14)[image: External link]
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Bachelor of Science






"B.S." redirects here. For other uses of "BS", see BS[image: External link].

A Bachelor of Science ( Latin[image: External link] Baccalaureus Scientia, B.S., BS, B.Sc., or BSc; or, less commonly, S.B., SB, or Sc.B., from the equivalent Latin Scientiae Baccalaureus)[1] is an undergraduate[image: External link] academic degree[image: External link] awarded for completed courses that generally last three to five years, or a person holding such a degree.[2]

Whether a student of a particular subject is awarded a Bachelor of Science degree or a Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] degree can vary between universities. For one example, an economics degree may be given as a Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] (B.A.) by one university but as a B.Sc. by another, and some universities offer the choice of either.[3] Some liberal arts colleges in the United States offer only the BA, even in the natural sciences,[4] while some universities offer only the BS even in non-science fields.[5] Georgetown University's School of Foreign Service awards Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service degrees to all of its undergraduates, although many major in humanities-oriented fields such as international history and culture and politics.

The London School of Economics[image: External link] offers B.Sc. degrees in practically all subject areas, even those normally associated with arts degrees, while the Oxbridge[image: External link] universities almost exclusively award arts qualifications. In both instances, there are historical and traditional reasons. Northwestern University[image: External link]'s School of Communication[image: External link] grants B.Sc. degrees in all of its programs of study, including theater, dance, and radio/television/film. University of California, Berkeley[image: External link] grants B.S. degree in Environmental Economics and Policy in College of Natural Resources[image: External link] (CNR), and B.A. degree in Environmental Economics and Policy in College of Letters and Science[image: External link] (L&S). Cornell University[image: External link] offers a B.S. degree in Computer Science from its College of Engineering[image: External link] and a B.A. degree in Computer Science from its College of Arts and Sciences[image: External link].

The first university to admit a student to the degree of Bachelor of Science was the University of London[image: External link] in 1860.[6] Prior to this, science subjects were included in the B.A. bracket, notably in the cases of mathematics, physics, physiology and botany.[7]
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 International differences
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 Chile




In Chile[image: External link], the completion of a university program leads to an academic degree as well as a professional title. The academic degree equivalent to Bachelor of Science is "Licenciado en Ciencias", which can be obtained as a result of completing a 4–6 year program.[8] However, in most cases, 4 year programs will grant a Bachelor of Applied Science[image: External link] (Spanish: "Licenciatura en Ciencias Aplicadas") degree, while other 4 year programs will not grant to an academic degree.
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 Argentina




In Argentina[image: External link] most university degrees are given as a license in a field or discipline. Degrees are specific to a field and are usually 5–6 year programs including a 1 to 1.5-year mandatory internship, which starts after students have completed 70-80% of the courses required. Degrees are term licenses in the field of study or profession. i.e., biology, nutrition, physical therapy or kinesiology, etc.
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 Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa




In Australia, the B.Sc. is generally a three-four year degree. An honours year or a Master of Science (M.Sc.) is required to progress on to the Doctor of Philosophy[image: External link] (Ph.D.). In New Zealand, in some cases, the honours degree[image: External link] comprises an additional postgraduate[image: External link] qualification. In other cases, students with strong performance in their second or third year, are invited to extend their degree to an additional year, with a focus on research, granting access to doctoral programs. In South Africa, the B.Sc. is taken over three years, while the postgraduate B.Sc. (Hons) entails an additional year of study. Admission to the honours degree is on the basis of a sufficiently high average in the B.Sc. major; an honours degree is required for M.Sc. level study, and admission to a doctorate is via the M.Sc.
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 Britain and Ireland




Commonly in British Commonwealth[image: External link] countries and Ireland graduands[image: External link] are admitted to the degree of Bachelor of Science after having completed a programme in one or more of the sciences. These programmes may take different lengths of time to complete. Note that in British English, no full stops are used in the title, hence BSc, not B.Sc.

A Bachelor of Science receives the designation BSc or BS for a major/pass degree and BSc (Hons) or BS (Hons) for an honours degree[image: External link]. In England, Wales and Northern Ireland an honours degree is typically completed over a three-year period, though there are a few intensified two-year courses (with less vacation time). Bachelor's degrees (without honours) were typically completed in two years for most of the twentieth century. In Scotland, where access to university is possible after one less year of secondary education, degree courses have a foundation year (simply known as the First year) making the total course length four years. In Ireland, the former BS. was changed to BSc (Hons) which is awarded after four years. The BSc (Ord) is awarded after three years.[9] Formerly at the University of Oxford, the degree of BSc was a postgraduate degree; this former degree, still actively granted, has since been renamed MSc.
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 North America




In Canada, Mexico & the United States, It is generally a four-year[10] undergraduate degree[image: External link] typically used in engineering[image: External link], computer science[image: External link], mathematics[image: External link], economics[image: External link], and the natural sciences[image: External link]. Many universities are starting to offer accelerated 3-year B.S. programs.[11][12]
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 Continental Europe




Many universities in Europe are changing their systems into the BA/MA system, and in doing so also offering the full equivalent of a B.Sc. or M.Sc. See Bologna Process[image: External link].
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 Czech Republic




Universities in the Czech Republic are changing their systems into the Bachelor of Science / Master of Science system, and in doing so also offering the full equivalent of a B.Sc. (Bc.) or M.Sc. (Mgr./Ing.).
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 Germany




In Germany, there are two kinds of universities: Universitäten and Fachhochschulen (which are also called University of Applied Sciences). Universitäten and Fachhochschulen – both also called Hochschulen - are legally equal, but Fachhochschulen have the reputation of being more related to practice and have no legal right to offer PhD programmes.

The BSc in Germany was equivalent to a BSc(Hons). Many universities in German-speaking countries are changing their systems to the BA/MA system, and in doing so also offering the full equivalent of a BSc.

In Germany the BA normally lasts between three and four years (six to eight semesters) and between 180 and 240 ECTS[image: External link] must be earned.
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 Brazil




In Brazil[image: External link], a Bachelor of Science degree is an undergraduate academic degree and is equivalent to a BSc (Hons). Could takes from 4 to 6 years (8 to 12 periods), is also more specific and could be applied for Scientific Arts courses (like Engineering, Maths, Physics, etc.), somewhat is called Human Art courses in Brazil (like History, Portuguese and Literature and Lawyer studies for example) as well as for Health Arts (like Medicine, Nursery, Zootechnique, Veterinary and Biology for example). To be able to start the bachelor's degree in Brazil the candidate must to prove proficient in different disciplines and have at least the accumulated Preliminary, Medium and High School degrees accomplished with the minimum merit of 60% to 70% of the degrees and a correspondent study period that can vary from 10 to 12 years minimum. The Bachelor of Science courses in Brazilian Universities normally have the first 1 to 2 years (first 2 to 4 periods) of basics fundamental disciplines (like for example Calculus I, II, III and IV for some engineering courses, Geometry basics and advanced, Analytical Laboratories experiments in Mechanics, Optics, Magnetism, etc.) and the last 2 to 3 years disciplines more related to the professional fields of that Bachelor of Science (for example Units Operations, Thermodynamics, Chemical Reactors, Industrial Processes Kinetics for Chemical Engineering for example). Some disciplines are prerequisite to others and in some universities, the student is not allowed to course any discipline of the entire next period if he was unsuccessful in just one prerequisite discipline of the present period. Usually, the Bachelor of Sciences courses demand a one-year mandatory probation period by the end of the course (internship in the specific professional area, like a training period), followed by relatively elaborate written and oral evaluations. To get the certification as BSc most Universities require that the students achieve the accomplishment of 60% to 70% in all the "obligatory disciplines", plus the supervisioned and approved training period (like a supervisioned internship period), the final thesis of the course and in some BSc. the final exam test. The final exam also is required so far. To be able to be a Professor, a Bachelor of Sciences is obligate to get a Licenciature degree, which lasts on top of the periods already studied until getting the BSc. (Hons), more 2 to 3 periods (1 to 1.5 years). With a master's degree (MSc) is also possible, which takes 3 to 5 periods more (1.5 to 2.5 years more).
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 Three years




Algeria[image: External link], Australia[image: External link], Austria[image: External link], Barbados[image: External link], Belgium[image: External link], Belize[image: External link], Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link], Cameroon[image: External link], Canada[image: External link] (especially Quebec[image: External link]), Cote d'Ivoire[image: External link], Croatia[image: External link] (mostly three years, sometimes four), Czech Republic[image: External link] (mostly three years, sometimes four), Denmark[image: External link], England[image: External link] (three or four years with a one-year placement in industry), Estonia[image: External link], Finland[image: External link], France[image: External link], Germany[image: External link] (mostly three years, but can be up to four years), Hungary[image: External link], Iceland[image: External link], India[image: External link] (three years B.Sc. in pure sciences excluding engineering and medicine and four years engineering program "Bachelor of Engineering[image: External link]"), Ireland[image: External link] (Ordinary), Israel[image: External link] (for most subjects), Italy[image: External link], Jamaica[image: External link] (three or four years), Latvia[image: External link] (three or four years), Lebanon[image: External link] (three or four years, five years for Bachelor of Engineering), Malaysia[image: External link], New Zealand[image: External link], Netherlands[image: External link] (three years for research universities, four years for universities of applied sciences), Northern Ireland[image: External link], Norway[image: External link], Poland[image: External link], Portugal[image: External link], Romania[image: External link], Scotland[image: External link] (Ordinary), Singapore[image: External link] (honours degree takes 4 years), Slovakia[image: External link], Slovenia[image: External link], South Africa[image: External link] (honours degree takes 4 years), Sweden[image: External link], Switzerland[image: External link], Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link], Uganda[image: External link] (mostly three years, sometimes four), United Arab Emirates, Wales[image: External link] and Zimbabwe[image: External link].
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 Four years




Armenia[image: External link] (four or five years), Albania[image: External link] (four or five years), Afghanistan[image: External link], Azerbaijan[image: External link] (four or five years), Australia[image: External link] (honours degree), Bangladesh[image: External link] (four or five years), Bahrain[image: External link], Belarus[image: External link], Belize[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link] (four to five years), Brunei[image: External link] (three or four years), Bosnia[image: External link], Bulgaria[image: External link], Canada[image: External link] (except Quebec[image: External link]), China[image: External link], Cyprus[image: External link], Egypt[image: External link] (four or five years), Ethiopia[image: External link] (engineering, five years), Finland[image: External link] (engineering, practice in industry not included), Georgia[image: External link], Dominican Republic[image: External link], Guatemala[image: External link], Ghana[image: External link] (three or four years), Greece[image: External link] (four or five years), Haiti (three or four years), Hong Kong[image: External link] (starting from 2012, three years originally), India[image: External link] (four-year BS, Engineering), Indonesia[image: External link], Iran[image: External link] (four or five years), Iran[image: External link], Iraq[image: External link], Ireland[image: External link] (Honours Degree), Israel[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], Jordan[image: External link] (four to five years), Kazakhstan[image: External link], Kuwait[image: External link], Lithuania[image: External link], Libya[image: External link], Malawi[image: External link] (four or five years), Malta[image: External link], Macedonia[image: External link] (three, four or five years), Montenegro[image: External link] (three or four years), Mexico[image: External link], Myanmar[image: External link], Nepal[image: External link] (priorly three, now four years), the Netherlands[image: External link] (three years for research universities, four years for universities of applied sciences), New Zealand[image: External link] (honours degree), Nigeria[image: External link], People's Republic of China[image: External link], Pakistan[image: External link] (four or five years), the Philippines[image: External link] (four or five years), Puerto Rico[image: External link], Romania[image: External link], Russia[image: External link], Saudi Arabia[image: External link], Scotland[image: External link] (Honours Degree), Serbia[image: External link] (three or four years), Spain[image: External link] (in Spain a 2015 Royal Decree will allow 3-year BSc degrees to coexist with current 4-year ones. It will be in force starting September 2015. However most universities have agreed not to implement the new system until September 2017), South Africa[image: External link] (fourth year is elective — to obtain an Honours degree, which is normally a requirement for selection into a master's degree programme), South Korea[image: External link], Sri Lanka[image: External link] (three four or five (specialised) years), Taiwan[image: External link], Thailand[image: External link], Tunisia[image: External link] (Only Bachelor of Science in Business Administration is available, solely awarded by Tunis Business School[image: External link]), Turkey[image: External link], Ukraine[image: External link], United States[image: External link], Uruguay[image: External link],[13] Yemen[image: External link], Zambia[image: External link] (four or five years).
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 Five years




Romania (four or five years), Bangladesh[image: External link] (four or five years), Cuba[image: External link] (five years), Greece[image: External link] (four or five years), Peru[image: External link], Argentina[image: External link], Colombia[image: External link] (starting to change to 4 years), Brazil[image: External link] (five years), Mexico[image: External link] (4.5 years), Chile[image: External link], Venezuela[image: External link], (usually 5 years where last year includes professional training, thesis and specialization courses), Egypt[image: External link] (four or five years), Haiti (four or five years).

Nigeria[image: External link] (four to five years), 6 months dedicated to SIWES (Students Industrial Work Exchange Scheme) but for most sciences and all engineering courses only. A semester for project work/thesis not excluding course work during the bachelor thesis. Excluding 1 year for the compulsory National Youth Service Corps (NYSC), para-military and civil service.

Syria[image: External link], Macedonia[image: External link] and Sierra Leone[image: External link] (four years dedicated to coursework). Slovenia[image: External link] (four or five years), Sudan[image: External link] (five years for BSc honours degree and four years for BSc ordinary degree).

In Algeria[image: External link], the student presents a thesis in front of a Jury at the end of the fifth year.
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 Six years




In Chile[image: External link], some undergraduate majors such as engineering and geology are designed as 6 year programs.[14][15][16][17] However, in practice it is not uncommon for students to complete such programs over the course of 10 years, while studying full-time without leaves of absence.[18] This is in part due to a strict grading system where the highest grade of a typical class can be as low as 60% (C-) and the high frequency of protests and strikes organized by student federations and teacher unions, such as the 2011–13 Chilean student protests[image: External link].

There are studies that suggest a direct correlation between reduced social mobility and differences unique to the Chilean higher education system.[19]
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University College, Oxford






"Univ" redirects here. For universities in general, see University[image: External link].

University College (in full The Master and Fellows of the College of the Great Hall of the University of Oxford,[3][4] colloquially referred to as "Univ"[5]), is a constituent college[image: External link] of the University of Oxford in England[image: External link]. It has a claim to being the oldest college of the university, having been founded in 1249 by William of Durham[image: External link].

As of 2009, the college had an estimated financial endowment[image: External link] of £109m.[6]

The college is associated with a number of influential people[image: External link]. Notable alumni include Clement Attlee[image: External link], Bill Clinton, Neil Gorsuch[image: External link], Stephen Hawking[image: External link], C. S. Lewis[image: External link], V. S. Naipaul[image: External link] and Percy Bysshe Shelley[image: External link].
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A legend arose in the 14th century that the college was founded by King Alfred[image: External link] in 872.[7] However most agree its foundation was in 1249 by William of Durham[image: External link]. He bequeathed money to support ten or twelve Masters of Arts studying Divinity, and a property which became known as Aula Universitatis (University Hall) was bought in 1253.[8] This later date still allows the claim that Univ is the oldest of the Oxford colleges, although this is contested by Balliol College[image: External link] and Merton College[image: External link].[9]

Until the 16th century, it was only open to Fellows studying theology[image: External link]. As Univ grew in size and wealth, its medieval[image: External link] buildings were replaced with the current Main Quadrangle in the 17th Century. Although the foundation stone was placed on 17 April 1634 the disruption of the English Civil War[image: External link] meant it was not completed until sometime in 1676.[3] Radcliffe Quad[image: External link] followed more rapidly by 1719, and the Library was built in 1861.

University College began to accept female undergraduate students in 1979.
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 Buildings




The main entrance to the college is on the High Street[image: External link] and its grounds are bounded by Merton Street[image: External link] and Magpie Lane[image: External link]. The college is divided by Logic Lane[image: External link] which is owned by the college and runs through the centre. The western side of the college is occupied by the library, the hall, the chapel and the two quadrangles which house both student accommodation and college offices. The eastern side of the college is mainly devoted to student accommodation in rooms above the High Street shops, on Merton Street or in the separate Goodhart Building. This building is named after former master of the college Arthur Lehman Goodhart[image: External link].

The college also owns student accommodation on Staverton Road[image: External link] in North Oxford which houses students after their second year.

A specially constructed building in the College, the Shelley Memorial[image: External link], houses a statue by Edward Onslow Ford[image: External link] of the poet Percy Bysshe Shelley[image: External link] — a former member of the college, who was expelled for writing The Necessity of Atheism[image: External link] — depicted lying dead on the Italian seashore.

The college also owns the University College Boathouse[image: External link] (completed in 2007 and designed by Belsize Architects[image: External link])[10] and a sports ground which is located nearby on Abingdon Road[image: External link].
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 Student life
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 Univ Alternative Prospectus




The Alternative Prospectus is written and produced by current students for prospective applicants. The publication was awarded a HELOA[image: External link] Innovation and Best Practice Award in 2011.[11] The Univ Alternative Prospectus offers student written advice and guidance to potential Oxford applicants. The award recognises the engagement of the college community, unique newspaper format, forward-thinking use of social media and the collaborative working between staff and students.
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 Grace




University has the longest grace[image: External link] of any Oxford (and perhaps Cambridge) college.[citation needed[image: External link]] It is read before every Formal Hall[image: External link], which is held Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday at Univ. The reading is performed by a Scholar[image: External link] of the College and whoever is sitting at the head of High Table[image: External link] (typically the Master or the most senior Fellow[image: External link] at the table if the Master is not dining). The Scholar does not need to know it by heart, and it is unusual for people to do so.
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 Original version





Gratiarum actio in collegio magnae aulae universitatis quotidie ante mensam dicenda.[12]




SCHOLAR[image: External link] — Benedictus sit Deus in donis suis.

RESPONSE[image: External link] — Et sanctus in omnibus operibus suis.

SCHOLAR — Adiutorium nostrum in Nomine Domini.

RESPONSE — Qui fecit coelum et terram.

SCHOLAR — Sit Nomen Domini benedictum.

RESPONSE — Ab hoc tempore usque in saecula.

SCHOLAR — Domine Deus, Resurrectio et Vita credentium, Qui semper es laudandus tam in viventibus quam in defunctis, gratias Tibi agimus pro omnibus Fundatoribus caeterisque Benefactoribus nostris, quorum beneficiis hic ad pietatem et ad studia literarum alimur: Te rogantes ut nos, hisce Tuis donis ad Tuam gloriam recte utentes, una cum iis ad vitam immortalem perducamur. Per Jesum Christum Dominum nostrum. Amen.


SCHOLAR

—

Deus det vivis gratiam, defunctis requiem: Ecclesiae, Reginae, Regnoque nostro, pacem et concordiam: et nobis peccatoribus vitam aeternam. Amen.
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 English translation





The Grace that must be said every day before dinner in University College.[12]




SCHOLAR — Blessed be God in his gifts.

RESPONSE — And holy in all his works.

SCHOLAR — Our help is in the name of the Lord.

RESPONSE — Who has made heaven and earth.

SCHOLAR — May the name of the Lord be blessed.

RESPONSE — From this time and for evermore.

SCHOLAR — Lord God, the Resurrection and Life of those who believe, You are always to be praised as much among the living as among the departed. We give You thanks for all our founders and our other benefactors, by whose benefactions we are nourished here for piety and for the study of letters. And we ask you that we, rightly using these Your gifts to Your glory, may be brought with them to immortal life. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.


SCHOLAR

—

May God give grace to the living, rest to the departed; peace and concord to the Church, the Queen and our Kingdom; and to us sinners, eternal life. Amen.
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 People associated with the college




Main articles: List of alumni of University College, Oxford[image: External link] and List of Masters of University College, Oxford[image: External link]
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 Government and politics




Many influential politicians are associated with the college, including the social reformer and author of the Beveridge Report William Beveridge[image: External link] (who was a master of University College) and two UK Prime Ministers: Clement Attlee[image: External link] and Harold Wilson[image: External link] (a Univ fellow[image: External link]). US President Bill Clinton and Prime Minister of Australia, Bob Hawke[image: External link] were also students. Other heads of state to have attended Univ include Edgar Whitehead[image: External link] (Rhodesia), Kofi Abrefa Busia[image: External link] (Ghana), and Festus Mogae[image: External link] (Botswana). Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link] Laureate Robert Cecil[image: External link] studied law at the college, similarly US Supreme Court[image: External link] Associate Justice Neil Gorsuch[image: External link] received a DPhil in law as a Marshall Scholar[image: External link][13], while former NATO[image: External link] Supreme Allied Commander Bernard W. Rogers[image: External link] read Philosophy, Politics and Economics as a Rhodes Scholar.[14]
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 Literature and arts




In the arts, people associated with the college include poet Percy Bysshe Shelley[image: External link] (expelled for writing The Necessity of Atheism[image: External link]) for whom there is a memorial in college[image: External link], Poet Laureate Andrew Motion[image: External link], author of the Narnia books C. S. Lewis[image: External link] and a Nobel Prize for Literature winner, Sir V. S. Naipaul[image: External link]. One of the translators of the King James Bible[image: External link], George Abbot[image: External link], was a master of the college. The actors Michael York[image: External link] and Warren Mitchell[image: External link] attended Univ, as well as broadcaster Paul Gambaccini[image: External link].
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 Science and innovation




It was due to the college's lack of a mathematics fellow (this is no longer the case) that Stephen Hawking[image: External link] read a natural sciences degree and ended up specialising in physics.[15] Other former students include John Radcliffe[image: External link] (physician), William Jones[image: External link] (philologist), and Edmund Cartwright[image: External link] (inventor). Rudolph A. Marcus[image: External link], a Canadian-born chemist who received the 1992 Nobel Prize in Chemistry[image: External link], received a Professorial Fellowship at Univ from 1975 to 1976. A perhaps more unusual alumnus is Prince Felix Yusupov[image: External link], the assassin of Rasputin.[16]

Univ has the highest proportion of old members offering financial support to the college of any Oxbridge college with 28% in 2007.[17]
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 Other connections




Although not members of University College, the scientists Robert Boyle[image: External link] (sometimes described as the "first modern chemist") and his assistant (Robert Hooke[image: External link], architect, biologist, discoverer of cells) lived in Deep Hall (then owned by Christ Church[image: External link] and now the site of the Shelley Memorial[image: External link]). The former made a contribution to the completion of University College's current Hall in the mid-17th Century.[3]

Samuel Johnson[image: External link] (author of A Dictionary of the English Language[image: External link] and a member of Pembroke College[image: External link]) was a frequent visitor to the Senior Common Room at University College during the 18th Century).[3]
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 University College Record




The University College Record is the annual magazine sent to alumni[image: External link] of University College each autumn. The magazine provides College news, including clubs and societies such as the University College Players[image: External link] and the Devas Club[image: External link]. News about and obituaries[image: External link] of former students are included at the end of each issue.

Previous editors include Peter Bayley[image: External link], A. D. M. Cox and Leslie Mitchell[image: External link].
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 See also





	University College Oxford Boat Club[image: External link]

	
University College Players[image: External link] (college dramatic society)
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Yale University






"Yale" redirects here. For other uses, see Yale (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Yale University is an American private[image: External link] Ivy League[image: External link] research university[image: External link] in New Haven, Connecticut[image: External link]. Founded in 1701, it is the third-oldest institution[image: External link] of higher education[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link].[6]

Chartered by Connecticut Colony[image: External link], the "Collegiate School" was established by clergy in Saybrook Colony[image: External link] to educate Congregationalist[image: External link] ministers. It moved to New Haven in 1716, and shortly after was renamed Yale College[image: External link] in recognition of a gift from British East India Company[image: External link] governor Elihu Yale[image: External link]. Originally restricted to theology and sacred languages[image: External link], the curriculum began to incorporate humanities and sciences by the time of the American Revolution[image: External link]. In the 19th century the school introduced graduate and professional instruction, awarding the first Ph.D.[image: External link] in the United States in 1861 and organizing as a university in 1887.[7] Its faculty and student populations grew rapidly after 1890 with rapid expansion of the physical campus and scientific research.

Yale is organized into fourteen constituent schools: the original undergraduate college[image: External link], the Yale Graduate School of Arts and Sciences[image: External link], and twelve professional schools. While the university is governed by the Yale Corporation[image: External link], each school's faculty[image: External link] oversees its curriculum and degree programs. In addition to a central campus in downtown New Haven[image: External link], the University owns athletic facilities in western New Haven, a campus in West Haven, Connecticut[image: External link], and forest and nature preserves throughout New England[image: External link]. The university's assets include an endowment valued at $25.4 billion as of June 2016, the second largest of any U.S. educational institution.[2] The Yale University Library[image: External link], serving all constituent schools, holds more than 15 million volumes and is the third-largest academic library in the United States.[8][9]

Yale College undergraduates follow a liberal arts[image: External link] curriculum with departmental majors[image: External link] and are organized into a social system of residential colleges[image: External link]. Almost all faculty teach undergraduate courses, more than 2,000 of which are offered annually.[10] Students compete intercollegiately as the Yale Bulldogs[image: External link] in the NCAA[image: External link] Division I[image: External link] – Ivy League[image: External link].

Yale has graduated many notable alumni, including five U.S. Presidents[image: External link], 19 U.S. Supreme Court Justices[image: External link], 20 living billionaires[image: External link],[11] and many heads of state. In addition, Yale has graduated hundreds of members of Congress and many high-level U.S. diplomats. 57 Nobel laureates[image: External link], 5 Fields Medalists[image: External link], 78 MacArthur Fellows[image: External link],[12] 247 Rhodes Scholars[image: External link],[13] and 119 Marshall Scholars[image: External link] have been affiliated with the University.[14]
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 Origins




Yale traces its beginnings to "An Act for Liberty to Erect a Collegiate School," passed by the General Court of the Colony of Connecticut[image: External link] on October 9, 1701, while meeting in New Haven. The Act was an effort to create an institution to train ministers and lay leadership for Connecticut. Soon thereafter, a group of ten Congregationalist[image: External link] ministers: Samuel Andrew[image: External link], Thomas Buckingham, Israel Chauncy, Samuel Mather, Rev. James Noyes II (son of James Noyes[image: External link]), James Pierpont[image: External link], Abraham Pierson, Noadiah Russell[image: External link], Joseph Webb and Timothy Woodbridge[image: External link], all alumni of Harvard[image: External link], met in the study of Reverend Samuel Russell[image: External link] in Branford, Connecticut[image: External link], to pool their books to form the school's library.[15] The group, led by James Pierpont[image: External link], is now known as "The Founders".[16]

Originally known as the "Collegiate School," the institution opened in the home of its first rector[image: External link], Abraham Pierson[image: External link],[17] in Killingworth (now Clinton[image: External link]). The school moved to Saybrook[image: External link], and then Wethersfield[image: External link]. In 1716 the college moved to New Haven, Connecticut.

Meanwhile, there was a rift forming at Harvard between its sixth president Increase Mather[image: External link] and the rest of the Harvard clergy, whom Mather viewed as increasingly liberal, ecclesiastically lax, and overly broad in Church polity[image: External link]. The feud caused the Mathers to champion the success of the Collegiate School in the hope that it would maintain the Puritan[image: External link] religious orthodoxy in a way that Harvard had not.[18]
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 Naming and development




In 1718, at the behest of either Rector Samuel Andrew[image: External link] or the colony's Governor Gurdon Saltonstall[image: External link], Cotton Mather[image: External link] contacted the successful Boston born businessman Elihu Yale[image: External link] to ask him for financial help in constructing a new building for the college. Through the persuasion of Jeremiah Dummer[image: External link], Yale, who had made a fortune through trade while living in Madras as a representative of the East India Company[image: External link], donated nine bales of goods, which were sold for more than £560, a substantial sum at the time. Cotton Mather suggested that the school change its name to "Yale College". (The name Yale is the Anglicised[image: External link] spelling of the Welsh[image: External link] toponym, Iâl[image: External link]. from the family estate at Plas yn Iâl near the village of Llandegla[image: External link], Denbighshire[image: External link], Wales[image: External link]).[19]

Meanwhile, a Harvard graduate working in England convinced some 180 prominent intellectuals that they should donate books to Yale. The 1714 shipment of 500 books represented the best of modern English literature, science, philosophy and theology.[20] It had a profound effect on intellectuals at Yale. Undergraduate Jonathan Edwards[image: External link] discovered John Locke's works and developed his original theology known as the "new divinity". In 1722 the Rector and six of his friends, who had a study group to discuss the new ideas, announced that they had given up Calvinism, become Arminians, and joined the Church of England. They were ordained in England and returned to the colonies as missionaries for the Anglican faith. Thomas Clapp[image: External link] became president in 1745, and struggled to return the college to Calvinist orthodoxy; but he did not close the library. Other students found Deist books in the library.[21]
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 Curriculum




Yale was swept up by the great intellectual movements of the period—the Great Awakening[image: External link] and the Enlightenment[image: External link]—due to the religious and scientific interests of presidents Thomas Clap[image: External link] and Ezra Stiles[image: External link]. They were both instrumental in developing the scientific curriculum at Yale, while dealing with wars, student tumults, graffiti, "irrelevance" of curricula, desperate need for endowment, and fights with the Connecticut legislature[image: External link].[22]

Serious American students of theology and divinity, particularly in New England, regarded Hebrew[image: External link] as a classical language[image: External link], along with Greek and Latin[image: External link], and essential for study of the Old Testament[image: External link] in the original words. The Reverend Ezra Stiles[image: External link], president of the College from 1778 to 1795, brought with him his interest in the Hebrew language as a vehicle for studying ancient Biblical texts[image: External link] in their original language (as was common in other schools), requiring all freshmen to study Hebrew (in contrast to Harvard, where only upperclassmen were required to study the language) and is responsible for the Hebrew phrase אורים ותמים (Urim and Thummim[image: External link]) on the Yale seal. A 1746 graduate of Yale, Stiles came to the college with experience in education, having played an integral role in the founding of Brown University[image: External link] in addition to having been a minister.[23] Stiles' greatest challenge occurred in July 1779 when hostile British forces occupied New Haven and threatened to raze the College. However, Yale graduate Edmund Fanning[image: External link], Secretary to the British General in command of the occupation, interceded and the College was saved. Fanning later was granted an honorary degree LL.D.[image: External link], at 1803,[24] for his efforts.
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 Students




As the only college in Connecticut, Yale educated the sons of the elite.[25] Offenses for which students were punished included cardplaying, tavern-going, destruction of college property, and acts of disobedience to college authorities. During the period, Harvard was distinctive for the stability and maturity of its tutor corps, while Yale had youth and zeal on its side.[26]

The emphasis on classics gave rise to a number of private student societies, open only by invitation, which arose primarily as forums for discussions of modern scholarship, literature and politics. The first such organizations were debating societies: Crotonia[image: External link] in 1738, Linonia[image: External link] in 1753, and Brothers in Unity[image: External link] in 1768.[27]
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 19th century




The Yale Report of 1828 was a dogmatic defense of the Latin and Greek curriculum against critics who wanted more courses in modern languages, mathematics, and science. Unlike higher education in Europe, there was no national curriculum for colleges and universities in the United States. In the competition for students and financial support, college leaders strove to keep current with demands for innovation. At the same time, they realized that a significant portion of their students and prospective students demanded a classical background. The Yale report meant the classics would not be abandoned. All institutions experimented with changes in the curriculum, often resulting in a dual track. In the decentralized environment of higher education in the United States, balancing change with tradition was a common challenge because no one could afford to be completely modern or completely classical.[28] A group of professors at Yale and New Haven Congregationalist ministers articulated a conservative response to the changes brought about by the Victorian culture[image: External link]. They concentrated on developing a whole man possessed of religious values sufficiently strong to resist temptations from within, yet flexible enough to adjust to the 'isms' (professionalism, materialism, individualism, and consumerism) tempting him from without.[29] William Graham Sumner[image: External link], professor from 1872 to 1909, taught in the emerging disciplines of economics and sociology to overflowing classrooms. He bested President Noah Porter[image: External link], who disliked social science and wanted Yale to lock into its traditions of classical education. Porter objected to Sumner's use of a textbook by Herbert Spencer[image: External link] that espoused agnostic materialism because it might harm students.[30]

Until 1887, the legal name of the university was "The President and Fellows of Yale College, in New Haven". In 1887, under an act passed by the Connecticut General Assembly[image: External link], Yale gained its current, and shorter, name of "Yale University".[31]
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 Sports and debate




The Revolutionary War soldier Nathan Hale[image: External link] (Yale 1773) was the prototype of the Yale ideal in the early 19th century: a manly yet aristocratic scholar, equally well-versed in knowledge and sports, and a patriot who "regretted" that he "had but one life to lose" for his country. Western painter Frederic Remington[image: External link] (Yale 1900) was an artist whose heroes gloried in combat and tests of strength in the Wild West. The fictional, turn-of-the-20th-century Yale man Frank Merriwell embodied the heroic ideal without racial prejudice, and his fictional successor Frank Stover in the novel Stover at Yale (1911) questioned the business mentality that had become prevalent at the school. Increasingly the students turned to athletic stars as their heroes, especially since winning the big game became the goal of the student body, and the alumni, as well as the team itself.[32]

Along with Harvard[image: External link] and Princeton[image: External link], Yale students rejected elite British concepts about 'amateurism' in sports and constructed athletic programs that were uniquely American, such as football.[33] The Harvard–Yale football rivalry[image: External link] began in 1875.

Between 1892, when Harvard and Yale met in one of the first intercollegiate debates,[34] and 1909, the year of the first Triangular Debate of Harvard, Yale, and Princeton, the rhetoric, symbolism, and metaphors used in athletics were used to frame these early debates. Debates were covered on front pages of college newspapers and emphasized in yearbooks, and team members even received the equivalent of athletic letters for their jackets. There even were rallies sending off the debating teams to matches. Yet, the debates never attained the broad appeal that athletics enjoyed. One reason may be that debates do not have a clear winner, as is the case in sports, and that scoring is subjective. In addition, with late 19th-century concerns about the impact of modern life on the human body, athletics offered hope that neither the individual nor the society was coming apart.[35]

In 1909–10, football faced a crisis resulting from the failure of the previous reforms of 1905–06 to solve the problem of serious injuries. There was a mood of alarm and mistrust, and, while the crisis was developing, the presidents of Harvard, Yale, and Princeton developed a project to reform the sport and forestall possible radical changes forced by government upon the sport. President Arthur Hadley of Yale, A. Lawrence Lowell of Harvard, and Woodrow Wilson of Princeton worked to develop moderate changes to reduce injuries. Their attempts, however, were reduced by rebellion against the rules committee and formation of the Intercollegiate Athletic Association. The big three had tried to operate independently of the majority, but changes did reduce injuries.[36]
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 Expansion




Yale expanded gradually, establishing the Yale School of Medicine[image: External link] (1810), Yale Divinity School[image: External link] (1822), Yale Law School (1843), Yale Graduate School of Arts and Sciences (1847), the Sheffield Scientific School[image: External link] (1847),[37] and the Yale School of Fine Arts[image: External link] (1869). In 1887, as the college continued to grow under the presidency of Timothy Dwight V[image: External link], Yale College was renamed Yale University, with the name Yale College[image: External link] subsequently applied to the undergraduate college. The university would later add the Yale School of Music[image: External link] (1894), the Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies[image: External link] (founded by Gifford Pinchot in 1900), the Yale School of Public Health[image: External link] (1915), the Yale School of Nursing[image: External link] (1923), the Yale School of Drama (1955), the Yale Physician Associate Program[image: External link] (1973), and the Yale School of Management (1976). It would also reorganize its relationship with the Sheffield Scientific School.

Expansion caused controversy about Yale's new roles. Noah Porter[image: External link], moral philosopher, was president from 1871 to 1886. During an age of tremendous expansion in higher education, Porter resisted the rise of the new research university, claiming that an eager embrace of its ideals would corrupt undergraduate education. Many of Porter's contemporaries criticized his administration, and historians since have disparaged his leadership. Levesque argues Porter was not a simple-minded reactionary, uncritically committed to tradition, but a principled and selective conservative.[38] He did not endorse everything old or reject everything new; rather, he sought to apply long-established ethical and pedagogical principles to a rapidly changing culture. He may have misunderstood some of the challenges of his time, but he correctly anticipated the enduring tensions that have accompanied the emergence and growth of the modern university.
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 20th century
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 Behavioral sciences




Between 1925 and 1940, philanthropic foundations[image: External link], especially ones connected with the Rockefellers[image: External link], contributed about $7 million to support the Yale Institute of Human Relations and the affiliated Yerkes Laboratories of Primate Biology[image: External link]. The money went toward behavioral science research, which was supported by foundation officers who aimed to "improve mankind" under an informal, loosely defined human engineering effort. The behavioral scientists at Yale, led by President James R. Angell[image: External link] and psychobiologist Robert M. Yerkes[image: External link], tapped into foundation largesse by crafting research programs aimed to investigate, then suggest, ways to control, sexual and social behavior. For example, Yerkes analyzed chimpanzee sexual behavior in hopes of illuminating the evolutionary underpinnings of human development and providing information that could ameliorate dysfunction. Ultimately, the behavioral-science results disappointed foundation officers, who shifted their human-engineering funds toward biological sciences.[39]
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 Biology




Slack (2003) compares three groups that conducted biological research at Yale during overlapping periods between 1910 and 1970. Yale proved important as a site for this research. The leaders of these groups were Ross Granville Harrison[image: External link], Grace E. Pickford[image: External link], and G. Evelyn Hutchinson[image: External link], and their members included both graduate students and more experienced scientists. All produced innovative research, including the opening of new subfields in embryology, endocrinology, and ecology, respectively, over a long period of time. Harrison's group is shown to have been a classic research school; Pickford's and Hutchinson's were not. Pickford's group was successful in spite of her lack of departmental or institutional position or power. Hutchinson and his graduate and postgraduate students were extremely productive, but in diverse areas of ecology rather than one focused area of research or the use of one set of research tools. Hutchinson's example shows that new models for research groups are needed, especially for those that include extensive field research.[40]
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 Medicine




Milton Winternitz led the Yale School of Medicine[image: External link] as its dean from 1920 to 1935. Dedicated to the new scientific medicine established in Germany, he was equally fervent about "social medicine" and the study of humans in their culture and environment. He established the "Yale System" of teaching, with few lectures and fewer exams, and strengthened the full-time faculty system; he also created the graduate-level Yale School of Nursing and the Psychiatry Department, and built numerous new buildings. Progress toward his plans for an Institute of Human Relations, envisioned as a refuge where social scientists would collaborate with biological scientists in a holistic study of humankind, unfortunately lasted for only a few years before the opposition of resentful anti-Semitic colleagues drove him to resign.[41]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Faculty




Before World War II, most elite university faculties counted among their numbers few, if any, Jews, blacks, women, or other minorities; Yale was no exception. By 1980, this condition had been altered dramatically, as numerous members of those groups held faculty positions.[42]
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 History and American studies




The American studies program reflected the worldwide anti-Communist ideological struggle. Norman Holmes Pearson[image: External link], who worked for the Office of Strategic Studies in London during World War II, returned to Yale and headed the new American studies program, in which scholarship quickly became an instrument of promoting liberty. Popular among undergraduates, the program sought to instruct them in the fundamentals of American civilization and thereby instill a sense of nationalism and national purpose.[43] Also during the 1940s and 1950s, Wyoming millionaire William Robertson Coe[image: External link] made large contributions to the American studies programs at Yale University and at the University of Wyoming. Coe was concerned to celebrate the 'values' of the Western United States in order to meet the "threat of communism".[44]
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 Women




Women studied at Yale University as early as 1892, in graduate-level programs at the Yale Graduate School of Arts and Sciences[image: External link].[45]

In 1966, Yale began discussions with its sister school[image: External link] Vassar College[image: External link] about merging to foster coeducation at the undergraduate level. Vassar, then all-female and part of the Seven Sisters[image: External link]—elite higher education schools that historically served as sister institutions to the Ivy League[image: External link] when the Ivy League still only admitted men—tentatively accepted, but then declined the invitation. Both schools introduced coeducation independently in 1969.[46] Amy Solomon was the first woman to register as a Yale undergraduate;[47] she was also the first woman at Yale to join an undergraduate society, St. Anthony Hall[image: External link]. The undergraduate class of 1973 was the first class to have women starting from freshman year;[48] at the time, all undergraduate women were housed in Vanderbilt Hall at the south end of Old Campus[image: External link].[49]

A decade into co-education, student assault and harassment by faculty became the impetus for the trailblazing lawsuit Alexander v. Yale[image: External link]. While unsuccessful in the courts, the legal reasoning behind the case changed the landscape of sex discrimination law and resulted in the establishment of Yale's Grievance Board and the Yale Women's Center.[50] In March 2011 a Title IX[image: External link] complaint was filed against Yale by students and recent graduates, including editors of Yale's feminist magazine Broad Recognition[image: External link], alleging that the university had a hostile sexual climate.[51] In response, the university formed a Title IX steering committee to address complaints of sexual misconduct.[52]
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 Class




Yale, like other Ivy League schools, instituted policies in the early 20th century designed to maintain the proportion of white Protestants of notable families in the student body (see numerus clausus[image: External link]), and was one of the last of the Ivies to eliminate such preferences, beginning with the class of 1970.[53]
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 Town–gown relations




Yale has a complicated relationship with its home city; for example, thousands of students volunteer every year in a myriad of community organizations, but city officials, who decry Yale's exemption from local property taxes, have long pressed the university to do more to help. Under President Levin, Yale has financially supported many of New Haven's efforts to reinvigorate the city. Evidence suggests that the town and gown[image: External link] relationships are mutually beneficial. Still, the economic power of the university increased dramatically with its financial success amid a decline in the local economy.[54]
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 21st century




In 2006, Yale and Peking University[image: External link] (PKU) established a Joint Undergraduate Program in Beijing, an exchange program allowing Yale students to spend a semester living and studying with PKU honor students.[55] In July 2012, the Peking University-Yale University Program ended due to weak participation.[55]

In 2007 outgoing Yale President Rick Levin[image: External link] characterized Yale's institutional priorities: "First, among the nation's finest research universities, Yale is distinctively committed to excellence in undergraduate education. Second, in our graduate and professional schools, as well as in Yale College, we are committed to the education of leaders."[56]

President George W. Bush, a Yale alumnus, criticized the university for the snobbery and intellectual arrogance he encountered as a student there.[57][58]

The Boston Globe[image: External link] wrote that "if there's one school that can lay claim to educating the nation's top national leaders over the past three decades, it's Yale".[59] Yale alumni[image: External link] were represented on the Democratic[image: External link] or Republican[image: External link] ticket in every U.S. Presidential election between 1972 and 2004. Yale-educated Presidents since the end of the Vietnam War include Gerald Ford, George H.W. Bush[image: External link], Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush, and major-party nominees during this period include Hillary Clinton (2016), John Kerry (2004), Joseph Lieberman[image: External link] (Vice President, 2000), and Sargent Shriver (Vice President, 1972). Other Yale alumni who made serious bids for the Presidency during this period include Howard Dean (2004), Gary Hart[image: External link] (1984 and 1988), Paul Tsongas (1992), Pat Robertson (1988) and Jerry Brown (1976, 1980, 1992).

Several explanations have been offered for Yale's representation in national elections since the end of the Vietnam War. Various sources note the spirit of campus activism that has existed at Yale since the 1960s, and the intellectual influence of Reverend William Sloane Coffin[image: External link] on many of the future candidates.[60] Yale President Richard Levin attributes the run to Yale's focus on creating "a laboratory for future leaders," an institutional priority that began during the tenure of Yale Presidents Alfred Whitney Griswold[image: External link] and Kingman Brewster[image: External link].[60] Richard H. Brodhead[image: External link], former dean of Yale College and now president of Duke University[image: External link], stated: "We do give very significant attention to orientation to the community in our admissions, and there is a very strong tradition of volunteerism[image: External link] at Yale."[59] Yale historian Gaddis Smith[image: External link] notes "an ethos of organized activity" at Yale during the 20th century that led John Kerry to lead the Yale Political Union[image: External link]'s Liberal Party, George Pataki[image: External link] the Conservative Party, and Joseph Lieberman to manage the Yale Daily News[image: External link].[61] Camille Paglia[image: External link] points to a history of networking and elitism: "It has to do with a web of friendships and affiliations built up in school."[62] CNN suggests that George W. Bush benefited from preferential admissions policies for the "son and grandson of alumni", and for a "member of a politically influential family".[63] New York Times correspondent Elisabeth Bumiller[image: External link] and The Atlantic Monthly[image: External link] correspondent James Fallows[image: External link] credit the culture of community and cooperation that exists between students, faculty, and administration, which downplays self-interest and reinforces commitment to others.[64]

During the 1988 presidential election, George H. W. Bush (Yale '48) derided Michael Dukakis for having "foreign-policy views born in Harvard Yard's boutique". When challenged on the distinction between Dukakis' Harvard connection and his own Yale background, he said that, unlike Harvard, Yale's reputation was "so diffuse, there isn't a symbol, I don't think, in the Yale situation, any symbolism in it" and said Yale did not share Harvard's reputation for "liberalism and elitism".[65][66] In 2004 Howard Dean stated, "In some ways, I consider myself separate from the other three (Yale) candidates of 2004. Yale changed so much between the class of '68 and the class of '71. My class was the first class to have women in it; it was the first class to have a significant effort to recruit African Americans. It was an extraordinary time, and in that span of time is the change of an entire generation".[67]

In 2009, former British Prime Minister[image: External link] Tony Blair[image: External link] picked Yale as one location – the others are Britain's Durham University[image: External link] and Universiti Teknologi Mara[image: External link] – for the Tony Blair Faith Foundation[image: External link]'s United States Faith and Globalization Initiative.[68] As of 2009, former Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo[image: External link] is the director of the Yale Center for the Study of Globalization[image: External link] and teaches an undergraduate seminar, "Debating Globalization".[69] As of 2009, former presidential candidate and DNC chair Howard Dean teaches a residential college seminar, "Understanding Politics and Politicians".[70] Also in 2009, an alliance was formed among Yale, University College London[image: External link], and both schools' affiliated hospital complexes to conduct research focused on the direct improvement of patient care—a growing field known as translational medicine. President Richard Levin noted that Yale has hundreds of other partnerships across the world, but "no existing collaboration matches the scale of the new partnership with UCL".[71]

New international Yale initiatives launched included (among many others):


	Jackson Institute for Global Affairs, promoting international education University-wide;

	Global Health Initiative, uniting and expanding global health efforts across campus;

	Yale India Initiative, expanding the study of and engagement with India;

	Yale Center for the Study of Globalization, bridging the gap between academia and the world of public policy; and

	Yale China Law Center, promoting the rule of law in China.

	Yale – Management Guild

	New global research and educational partnerships included (among many others):

	Yale-Universidad de Chile International Program in Astronomy Education and Research;

	Peking-Yale Joint Center for Plant Molecular Genetics and Agrobiology;

	Todai–Yale Initiative for the Study of Japan;

	Fudan-Yale Biomedical Research Center in Shanghai;

	Yale-University College London Collaboration; and

	UNSAAC-Yale Center for the Study of Machu Picchu and Inca Culture in Peru.



The most ambitious international partnership to date is Yale-NUS College[image: External link] in Singapore, a joint effort with the National University of Singapore to create a new liberal arts college in Asia featuring an innovative curriculum that weaves Western and Asian traditions, set to open in August 2013.[72][73][74]
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 Administration and organization
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 Leadership






	School founding



	School
	
Year founded





	Yale College[image: External link]
	
1701





	Yale School of Medicine[image: External link]
	
1810





	Yale Divinity School[image: External link]
	
1822





	Yale Law School
	
1843





	Yale Graduate School of Arts and Sciences[image: External link]
	
1847





	
Sheffield Scientific School[image: External link][37]

	
1847





	Yale School of Fine Arts[image: External link]
	
1869





	Yale School of Music[image: External link]
	
1894





	Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies[image: External link]
	
1900





	Yale School of Public Health[image: External link]
	
1915





	Yale School of Architecture[image: External link]
	
1916





	Yale School of Nursing[image: External link]
	
1923





	Yale School of Drama[image: External link]
	
1955





	Yale School of Management[image: External link]
	
1976






The President and Fellows of Yale College[image: External link], also known as the Yale Corporation, is the governing board of the University.

Yale's former president Richard C. Levin[image: External link] was, at the time, one of the highest paid university presidents in the United States with a 2008 salary of $1.5 million.[75]

The Yale Provost's Office has launched several women into prominent university presidencies. In 1977 Hanna Holborn Gray[image: External link] was appointed acting President of Yale from this position, and went on to become President of the University of Chicago[image: External link], the first woman to be full president of a major university. In 1994 Yale Provost Judith Rodin[image: External link] became the first female president of an Ivy League institution at the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link]. In 2002 Provost Alison Richard[image: External link] became the Vice Chancellor of the University of Cambridge[image: External link]. In 2004, Provost Susan Hockfield[image: External link] became the President of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link]. In 2007 Deputy Provost Kim Bottomly was named President of Wellesley College[image: External link]. In 2003, the Dean of the Divinity School, Rebecca Chopp[image: External link], was appointed president of Colgate University and now heads Swarthmore College.

The university has three major academic components: Yale College (the undergraduate program), the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, and the professional schools.[76] In 2008 Provost Andrew Hamilton[image: External link] was confirmed to be the Vice Chancellor of the University of Oxford.[77] Former Dean of Yale College Richard H. Brodhead[image: External link] serves as the President of Duke University[image: External link].
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 Staff and labor unions




Main article: Federation of Hospital and University Employees[image: External link]


Much of Yale University's staff, including most maintenance staff, dining hall employees, and administrative staff, are unionized[image: External link]. Clerical[image: External link] and technical employees are represented by Local 34 of UNITE HERE[image: External link] and service and maintenance workers by Local 35 of the same international[image: External link]. Together with the Graduate Employees and Students Organization[image: External link] (GESO), an unrecognized union of graduate employees, Locals 34 and 35 make up the Federation of Hospital and University Employees[image: External link]. Also included in FHUE are the dietary workers at Yale–New Haven Hospital[image: External link], who are members of 1199 SEIU[image: External link].[78] In addition to these unions, officers of the Yale University Police Department are members of the Yale Police Benevolent Association, which affiliated in 2005 with the Connecticut Organization for Public Safety Employees.[79] Finally, Yale security officers voted to join the International Union of Security, Police and Fire Professionals of America[image: External link] in fall 2010 after the National Labor Relations Board[image: External link] ruled they could not join AFSCME[image: External link]; the Yale administration contested the election.[80]

Yale has a history of difficult and prolonged labor negotiations, often culminating in strikes.[81] There have been at least eight strikes since 1968, and The New York Times wrote that Yale has a reputation as having the worst record of labor tension of any university in the U.S.[82] Yale's unusually large endowment exacerbates the tension over wages. Moreover, Yale has been accused of failing to treat workers with respect.[83] In a 2003 strike, however, the university claimed that more union employees were working than striking.[84] Professor David Graeber[image: External link] was 'retired' after he came to the defense of a student who was involved in campus labor issues.[85]
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 Campus




Yale's central campus in downtown New Haven[image: External link] covers 260 acres (1.1 km2) and comprises its main, historic campus and a medical campus adjacent to the Yale–New Haven Hospital[image: External link]. In western New Haven, the university holds 500 acres (2.0 km2) of athletic facilities, including the Yale Golf Course[image: External link].[86] In 2008, Yale purchased the 136-acre (0.55 km2) former Bayer Pharmaceutical campus in West Haven, Connecticut[image: External link], the buildings of which are now used as laboratory and research space. Yale also owns seven forests in Connecticut, Vermont, and New Hampshire—the largest of which is the 7,840-acre (31.7 km2) Yale-Myers Forest[image: External link] in Connecticut's Quiet Corner[image: External link]—and nature preserves including Horse Island[image: External link].[87]

Yale is noted for its largely Collegiate Gothic[image: External link] campus[88] as well as for several iconic modern buildings commonly discussed in architectural history survey courses: Louis Kahn[image: External link]'s Yale Art Gallery[89] and Center for British Art, Eero Saarinen[image: External link]'s Ingalls Rink and Ezra Stiles and Morse Colleges, and Paul Rudolph's[image: External link] Art & Architecture Building[image: External link]. Yale also owns and has restored many noteworthy 19th-century mansions along Hillhouse Avenue[image: External link], which was considered the most beautiful street in America by Charles Dickens[image: External link] when he visited the United States in the 1840s. In 2011, Travel+Leisure[image: External link] listed the Yale campus as one of the most beautiful in the United States.[90]

Many of Yale's buildings were constructed in the Collegiate Gothic[image: External link] architecture style from 1917 to 1931, financed largely by Edward S. Harkness[image: External link], including the Yale Drama School[image: External link].[91][92] Stone sculpture built into the walls of the buildings portray contemporary college personalities such as a writer, an athlete, a tea-drinking socialite, and a student who has fallen asleep while reading. Similarly, the decorative friezes[image: External link] on the buildings depict contemporary scenes such as policemen chasing a robber and arresting a prostitute (on the wall of the Law School), or a student relaxing with a mug of beer and a cigarette. The architect, James Gamble Rogers[image: External link], faux-aged these buildings by splashing the walls with acid,[93] deliberately breaking their leaded glass[image: External link] windows and repairing them in the style of the Middle Ages[image: External link], and creating niches for decorative statuary but leaving them empty to simulate loss or theft over the ages. In fact, the buildings merely simulate Middle Ages architecture, for though they appear to be constructed of solid stone blocks in the authentic manner, most actually have steel framing as was commonly used in 1930. One exception is Harkness Tower[image: External link], 216 feet (66 m) tall, which was originally a free-standing stone structure. It was reinforced in 1964 to allow the installation of the Yale Memorial Carillon[image: External link].

Other examples of the Gothic (also called neo-Gothic and collegiate Gothic) style are on Old Campus[image: External link] by such architects as Henry Austin[image: External link], Charles C. Haight[image: External link] and Russell Sturgis[image: External link]. Several are associated with members of the Vanderbilt family[image: External link], including Vanderbilt Hall,[94] Phelps Hall,[95] St. Anthony Hall[image: External link] (a commission for member Frederick William Vanderbilt[image: External link]), the Mason, Sloane and Osborn laboratories, dormitories for the Sheffield Scientific School[image: External link] (the engineering and sciences school at Yale until 1956) and elements of Silliman College[image: External link], the largest residential college.[96]

The oldest building on campus, Connecticut Hall[image: External link] (built in 1750), is in the Georgian style[image: External link]. Georgian-style buildings erected from 1929 to 1933 include Timothy Dwight College[image: External link], Pierson College[image: External link], and Davenport College[image: External link], except the latter's east, York Street façade, which was constructed in the Gothic style[image: External link] so as to co-ordinate with adjacent structures.

The Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library[image: External link], designed by Gordon Bunshaft[image: External link] of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill[image: External link], is one of the largest buildings in the world reserved exclusively for the preservation of rare books and manuscripts.[97] It is located near the center of the University in Hewitt Quadrangle[image: External link], which is now more commonly referred to as "Beinecke Plaza[image: External link]".

The library's six-story above-ground tower of book stacks is surrounded by a windowless rectangular building with walls made of translucent Vermont marble, which transmit subdued lighting to the interior and provide protection from direct light, while glowing from within after dark.

The sculptures in the sunken courtyard by Isamu Noguchi[image: External link] are said to represent time (the pyramid), the sun (the circle), and chance (the cube).

Alumnus Eero Saarinen[image: External link], Finnish-American architect of such notable structures as the Gateway Arch[image: External link] in St. Louis, Washington Dulles International Airport[image: External link] main terminal, Bell Labs Holmdel Complex[image: External link] and the CBS Building[image: External link] in Manhattan, designed Ingalls Rink[image: External link] at Yale and the newest residential colleges of Ezra Stiles and Morse. These latter were modelled after the medieval Italian hilltown of San Gimignano[image: External link] – a prototype chosen for the town's pedestrian-friendly milieu and fortress-like stone towers. These tower forms at Yale act in counterpoint to the college's many Gothic spires and Georgian cupolas.[98]

Yale's Office of Sustainability develops and implements sustainability practices at Yale.[99] Yale is committed to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions 10% below 1990 levels by the year 2020. As part of this commitment, the university allocates renewable energy credits to offset some of the energy used by residential colleges.[100] Eleven campus buildings are candidates for LEED design and certification.[101] Yale Sustainable Food Project initiated the introduction of local, organic vegetables, fruits, and beef to all residential college dining halls.[102] Yale was listed as a Campus Sustainability Leader on the Sustainable Endowments Institute's College Sustainability Report Card 2008, and received a "B+" grade overall.[103]


	Grove Street Cemetery, New Haven[image: External link]

	Marsh Botanical Garden[image: External link]

	Yale Sustainable Food Program Farm[image: External link]
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 Notable nonresidential campus buildings




Notable nonresidential campus buildings and landmarks include Battell Chapel[image: External link], Beinecke Rare Book Library[image: External link], Harkness Tower[image: External link], Ingalls Rink[image: External link], Kline Biology Tower, Osborne Memorial Laboratories[image: External link], Payne Whitney Gymnasium[image: External link], Peabody Museum of Natural History[image: External link], Sterling Hall of Medicine, Sterling Law Buildings[image: External link], Sterling Memorial Library[image: External link], Woolsey Hall[image: External link], Yale Center for British Art[image: External link], Yale University Art Gallery[image: External link], Yale Art & Architecture Building[image: External link], and the Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art[image: External link] in London.

Yale's secret society buildings (some of which are called "tombs") were built both to be private yet unmistakable. A diversity of architectural styles is represented: Berzelius[image: External link], Donn Barber[image: External link] in an austere cube with classical detailing (erected in 1908 or 1910); Book and Snake[image: External link], Louis R. Metcalfe in a Greek Ionic[image: External link] style (erected in 1901); Elihu[image: External link], architect unknown but built in a Colonial[image: External link] style (constructed on an early 17th-century foundation although the building is from the 18th century); Mace and Chain[image: External link], in a late colonial, early Victorian style[image: External link] (built in 1823). (Interior moulding is said to have belonged to Benedict Arnold[image: External link]);Manuscript Society[image: External link], King Lui-Wu with Dan Kniley responsible for landscaping and Josef Albers[image: External link] for the brickwork intaglio mural. Building constructed in a mid-century modern[image: External link] style; Scroll and Key[image: External link], Richard Morris Hunt[image: External link] in a Moorish- or Islamic-inspired Beaux-Arts style[image: External link] (erected 1869–70); Skull and Bones[image: External link], possibly Alexander Jackson Davis[image: External link] or Henry Austin[image: External link] in an Egypto-Doric style[image: External link] utilizing Brownstone[image: External link] (in 1856 the first wing was completed, in 1903 the second wing, 1911 the Neo-Gothic[image: External link] towers in rear garden were completed); St. Elmo[image: External link], (former tomb) Kenneth M. Murchison[image: External link], 1912, designs inspired by Elizabethan manor. Current location, brick colonial; and Wolf's Head[image: External link], Bertram Grosvenor Goodhue[image: External link], erected 1923–1924, Collegiate Gothic.
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 Campus safety




Several campus safety strategies have been pioneered at Yale. The first campus police force was founded at Yale in 1894, when the university contracted city police officers to exclusively cover the campus.[104][105] Later hired by the university, the officers were originally brought in to quell unrest between students and city residents and curb destructive student behavior.[106][107] In addition to the Yale Police Department, a variety of safety services are available including blue phones, a safety escort[image: External link], and 24-hour shuttle service.

In the 1970s and 1980s, poverty[image: External link] and violent crime[image: External link] rose in New Haven, dampening Yale's student and faculty recruiting efforts.[108] Between 1990 and 2006, New Haven's crime rate fell by half, helped by a community policing strategy[image: External link] by the New Haven Police[image: External link] and Yale's campus became the safest among the Ivy League and other peer schools.[109] Nonetheless, across the board, the city of New Haven has retained the highest levels of crime of any Ivy League city for more than a decade.[110]

In 2004, the national non-profit watchdog group Security on Campus filed a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education[image: External link], accusing Yale of under-reporting rape and sexual assaults.[111][112]
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 Academics





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Admissions






	Fall Freshman Statistics



	 
	2016[113]
	2015[114]
	2014[115]
	2013[116]



	Applicants
	31,455
	30,236
	30,932
	29,610



	Admits
	1,972
	2,034
	1,950
	2,031



	Admit rate
	6.3%
	6.7%
	6.3%
	6.9%



	Enrolled
	1,373
	1,364
	1,360
	1,359



	SAT range
	N/A
	2140-2390
	2120-2390
	2140-2390



	ACT range
	32-36
	31-35
	31-35
	31-35




Undergraduate admission to Yale College is considered "most selective" by U.S. News[image: External link].[117][118] In 2016, Yale accepted 1,972 students to the Class of 2020 out of 31,455 applicants, for an acceptance rate of 6.27%.[119] 98% of students graduate within six years.[120]

Through its program of need-based financial aid, Yale commits to meet the full demonstrated financial need of all applicants. Most financial aid is in the form of grants and scholarships that do not need to be paid back to the university, and the average need-based aid grant for the Class of 2017 was $46,395.[121] 15% of Yale College students are expected to have no parental contribution, and about 50% receive some form of financial aid.[120][122][123] About 16% of the Class of 2013 had some form of student loan debt at graduation, with an average debt of $13,000 among borrowers.[120]

Half of all Yale undergraduates are women, more than 39% are ethnic minority[image: External link] U.S. citizens (19% are underrepresented minorities), and 10.5% are international students[image: External link].[121] Fifty-five percent attended public schools and 45% attended private, religious, or international schools, and 97% of students were in the top 10% of their high school class.[120] Every year, Yale College also admits a small group of non-traditional students[image: External link] through the Eli Whitney Students Program[image: External link].
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 Collections




Yale University Library[image: External link], which holds over 15 million volumes, is the third-largest university collection in the United States.[8][124] The main library, Sterling Memorial Library[image: External link], contains about 4 million volumes, and other holdings are dispersed at subject libraries.

Rare books are found in several Yale collections. The Beinecke Rare Book Library[image: External link] has a large collection of rare books and manuscripts. The Harvey Cushing/John Hay Whitney Medical Library[image: External link] includes important historical medical texts, including an impressive collection of rare books, as well as historical medical instruments. The Lewis Walpole Library[image: External link] contains the largest collection of 18th‑century British literary works. The Elizabethan Club[image: External link], technically a private organization, makes its Elizabethan folios and first editions available to qualified researchers through Yale.

Yale's museum collections are also of international stature. The Yale University Art Gallery[image: External link], the country's first university-affiliated art museum, contains more than 180,000 works, including Old Masters and important collections of modern art, in the Swartout and Kahn buildings. The latter, Louis Kahn[image: External link]'s first large-scale American work (1953), was renovated and reopened in December 2006. The Yale Center for British Art[image: External link], the largest collection of British art outside of the UK, grew from a gift of Paul Mellon[image: External link] and is housed in another Kahn-designed building.

The Peabody Museum of Natural History[image: External link] in New Haven is used by school children and contains research collections in anthropology, archaeology, and the natural environment. The Yale University Collection of Musical Instruments[image: External link], affiliated with the Yale School of Music, is perhaps the least-known of Yale's collections, because its hours of opening are restricted.

The museums also house the artifacts brought to the United States from Peru[image: External link] by Yale history professor Hiram Bingham[image: External link] in his expedition to Machu Picchu[image: External link] in 1912 – when the removal of such artifacts was legal. Peru would now like to have the items returned; Yale has so far declined.[125] In November 2010, a Yale University representative agreed to return the artifacts to a Peruvian university.[126]
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 Rankings




The U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] ranked Yale 3rd among U.S. national universities for 2016,[117] as it has for each of the past sixteen years, in every list trailing only Princeton and Harvard.

In the international sphere, it was ranked 11th in the 2016 Academic Ranking of World Universities[image: External link], 10th in the 2016-17 Nature Index[136] for quality of scientific research output, and 10th in the 2016 CWUR World University Rankings[137]. The university was also ranked 6th in the 2016 Times Higher Education (THE) Global University Employability Rankings[138] and 8th in the THE Academic World Reputation Rankings[139].
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 Faculty, research, and intellectual traditions




Yale's faculty include 61 members of the National Academy of Sciences[image: External link],[140] 7 members of the National Academy of Engineering[image: External link][141] and 49 members of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. The college is, after normalization for institution size, the tenth-largest baccalaureate source of doctoral degree[image: External link] recipients in the United States, and the largest such source within the Ivy League.[142]

Yale's English and Comparative Literature departments were part of the New Criticism[image: External link] movement. Of the New Critics, Robert Penn Warren[image: External link], W.K. Wimsatt[image: External link], and Cleanth Brooks[image: External link] were all Yale faculty. Later, the Yale Comparative literature department became a center of American deconstruction[image: External link]. Jacques Derrida[image: External link], the father of deconstruction, taught at the Department of Comparative Literature from the late seventies to mid-1980s. Several other Yale faculty members were also associated with deconstruction, forming the so-called "Yale School[image: External link]". These included Paul de Man[image: External link] who taught in the Departments of Comparative Literature and French, J. Hillis Miller[image: External link], Geoffrey Hartman[image: External link] (both taught in the Departments of English and Comparative Literature), and Harold Bloom[image: External link] (English), whose theoretical position was always somewhat specific, and who ultimately took a very different path from the rest of this group. Yale's history department has also originated important intellectual trends. Historians C. Vann Woodward[image: External link] and David Brion Davis[image: External link] are credited with beginning in the 1960s and 1970s an important stream of southern[image: External link] historians; likewise, David Montgomery[image: External link], a labor historian, advised many of the current generation of labor historians in the country. Yale's Music School and Department fostered the growth of Music Theory in the latter half of the 20th century. The Journal of Music Theory was founded there in 1957; Allen Forte[image: External link] and David Lewin[image: External link] were influential teachers and scholars.

Since summer 2010, Yale has also been host to Yale Publishing Course[image: External link].
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 Campus life




Yale is a medium-sized research university, most of whose students are in the graduate[image: External link] and professional[image: External link] schools. Undergraduates[image: External link], or Yale College[image: External link] students, come from a variety of ethnic, national, and socioeconomic backgrounds. Of the 2010–2011 freshman class, 10% are non‑U.S. citizens, while 54% went to public high schools.[143]
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 Residential colleges




Main article: Residential colleges of Yale University[image: External link]


Yale's residential college[image: External link] system was established in 1933 by Edward S. Harkness[image: External link], who admired the social intimacy of Oxford and Cambridge and donated significant funds to found similar colleges[image: External link] at Yale and Harvard. Though Yale's colleges resemble their English precursors organizationally and architecturally, they are dependent entities[image: External link] of Yale College and have limited autonomy. The colleges are led by a head and an academic dean, who reside in the college, and university faculty and affiliates comprise each college's fellowship. Colleges offer their own seminars, social events, and speaking engagements known as "Master's Teas," but do not contain programs of study or academic departments. Instead, all undergraduate courses are taught by the Faculty of Arts and Sciences and are open to members of any college.

All undergraduates are members of a college, to which they are assigned before their freshman year, and 85 percent live in the college quadrangle or a college-affiliated dormitory.[144] While the majority of upperclassman live in the colleges, most on-campus freshmen live on the Old Campus[image: External link], the university's oldest precinct.

While Harkness' original colleges were Georgian Revival[image: External link] or Collegiate Gothic[image: External link] in style, two colleges constructed in the 1960s, Morse[image: External link] and Ezra Stiles[image: External link] Colleges, have modernist designs. All twelve college quadrangles are organized around a courtyard, and each has a dining hall, courtyard, library, common room, and a range of student facilities. The twelve colleges are named for important alumni or significant places in university history. In 2017, the university expects to open two new colleges near Science Hill[image: External link].[145]
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 Calhoun College




Since the 1960s, John C. Calhoun's white supremacist[image: External link] beliefs and pro-slavery leadership[146][147][148][149] had prompted calls to rename the college or remove its tributes to Calhoun. The racially-motivated church shooting[image: External link] in Charleston, South Carolina[image: External link], led to renewed calls in the summer of 2015 for Calhoun College[image: External link], one of 12 residential colleges, to be renamed. In July 2015 students signed a petition calling for the name change.[147] They argued in the petition that—while Calhoun was respected in the 19th century as an "extraordinary American statesman"—he was "one of the most prolific defenders of slavery and white supremacy" in the history of the United States.[147][148] In August 2015 Yale President Peter Salovey addressed the Freshman Class of 2019 in which he responded to the racial tensions but explained why the college would not be renamed.[149] He described Calhoun as "a notable political theorist, a vice president to two different U.S. presidents, a secretary of war and of state, and a congressman and senator representing South Carolina".[149] He acknowledged that Calhoun also "believed that the highest forms of civilization depend on involuntary servitude. Not only that, but he also believed that the races he thought to be inferior, black people in particular, ought to be subjected to it for the sake of their own best interests."[146] Student activism about this issue increased in the fall of 2015, and included further protests sparked by controversy surrounding administrators' advice encouraging culturally-sensitive Halloween costumes[image: External link].[150] Campus-wide discussions expanded to include critical discussion of the experiences of women of color on campus, and the realities of racism in undergraduate life.[151] The protests were sensationalized by the media and led to the labelling of some students as being members of Generation Snowflake[image: External link].[152]

In April 2016 Salovey announced that "despite decades of vigorous alumni and student protests," Calhoun's name will remain on the Yale residential college[153] explaining that it is preferable for Yale students to live in Calhoun's "shadow" so they will be "better prepared to rise to the challenges of the present and the future". He claimed that if they removed Calhoun's name, it would "obscure" his "legacy of slavery rather than addressing it".[153] "Yale is part of that history" and "We cannot erase American history, but we can confront it, teach it and learn from it." One change that will be issued is the title of "master" for faculty members who serve as residential college leaders will be renamed to "head of college" due to its connotation of slavery.[154]

However, in February 2017, Salovey announced that Calhoun College would be renamed for Grace Murray Hopper[image: External link].[155]
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 Student organizations




In 2014, Yale had 385 registered student organizations, plus an additional one hundred groups in the process of registration.[156]

The university hosts a variety of student journals, magazines, and newspapers. Established in 1872, The Yale Record[image: External link] is the world's oldest humor magazine[image: External link]. Newspapers include the Yale Daily News[image: External link], which was first published in 1878, and the weekly Yale Herald[image: External link], which was first published in 1986. Dwight Hall, an independent, non-profit community service organization, oversees more than 2,000 Yale undergraduates working on more than 70 community service initiatives in New Haven. The Yale College Council runs several agencies that oversee campus wide activities and student services. The Yale Dramatic Association[image: External link] and Bulldog Productions cater to the theater and film communities, respectively. In addition, the Yale Drama Coalition[157] serves to coordinate between and provide resources for the various Sudler Fund sponsored theater productions which run each weekend. WYBC Yale Radio[158] is the campus's radio station, owned and operated by students. While students used to broadcast on AM & FM frequencies, they now have an Internet-only stream.

The Yale College Council[image: External link] (YCC) serves as the campus's undergraduate student government. All registered student organizations are regulated and funded by a subsidiary organization of the YCC, known as the Undergraduate Organizations Committee (UOC). The Graduate and Professional Student Senate (GPSS) serves as Yale's graduate and professional student government.

The Yale Political Union[image: External link] is advised by alumni political leaders such as John Kerry and George Pataki[image: External link]. The Yale International Relations Association[image: External link] functions as the umbrella organization for the top-ranked Model UN team.

The campus includes several fraternities and sororities[image: External link]. The campus features at least 18 a cappella[image: External link] groups, the most famous of which is The Whiffenpoofs[image: External link], who are unusual among college singing groups in being made up solely of senior men.

Yale's secret societies[image: External link] include Skull and Bones[image: External link], Scroll and Key[image: External link], Wolf's Head[image: External link], Book and Snake[image: External link], Elihu[image: External link], Berzelius[image: External link], St. Elmo[image: External link], Manuscript[image: External link], Shabtai[image: External link], Myth and Sword[image: External link], Mace and Chain[image: External link] and Sage and Chalice[image: External link]. The two oldest existing honor societies are the Aurelian[image: External link] (1910) and the Torch Honor Society (1916).[159]

The Elizabethan Club[image: External link], a social club, has a membership of undergraduates, graduates, faculty and staff with literary or artistic interests. Membership is by invitation. Members and their guests may enter the "Lizzie's" premises for conversation and tea. The club owns first editions of a Shakespeare Folio, several Shakespeare Quartos, a first edition of Milton's Paradise Lost[image: External link], among other important literary texts.
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 Traditions




Yale seniors at graduation smash clay pipes underfoot to symbolize passage from their "bright college years[image: External link]," though in recent history the pipes have been replaced with "bubble pipes".[160][161] ("Bright College Years," the University's alma mater, was penned in 1881 by Henry Durand[image: External link], Class of 1881, to the tune of Die Wacht am Rhein[image: External link].) Yale's student tour guides tell visitors that students consider it good luck to rub the toe of the statue of Theodore Dwight Woolsey[image: External link] on Old Campus. Actual students rarely do so.[162] In the second half of the 20th century Bladderball[image: External link], a campus-wide game played with a large inflatable ball, became a popular tradition but was banned by administration due to safety concerns. In spite of administration opposition, students revived the game in 2009, 2011, and 2014, but its future remains uncertain.[163][164]
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 Athletics




Main article: Yale Bulldogs[image: External link]


Yale supports 35 varsity athletic teams that compete in the Ivy League[image: External link] Conference, the Eastern College Athletic Conference[image: External link], the New England Intercollegiate Sailing Association[image: External link]. Yale athletic teams compete intercollegiately at the NCAA[image: External link] Division I level. Like other members of the Ivy League, Yale does not offer athletic scholarships.

Yale has numerous athletic facilities, including the Yale Bowl[image: External link] (the nation's first natural "bowl" stadium, and prototype for such stadiums as the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] and the Rose Bowl[image: External link]), located at The Walter Camp[image: External link] Field athletic complex, and the Payne Whitney Gymnasium[image: External link], the second-largest indoor athletic complex in the world.[165]

In 2016, the men's basketball team won the Ivy League Championship title for the first time in 54 years, earning a spot in the NCAA Men's Division I Basketball Tournament[image: External link]. In the first round of the tournament, the Bulldogs beat the Baylor Bears 79-75 in the school's first-ever tournament win.[166]

October 21, 2000, marked the dedication of Yale's fourth new boathouse in 157 years of collegiate rowing. The Gilder Boathouse[image: External link] is named to honor former Olympic rower Virginia Gilder '79 and her father Richard Gilder '54, who gave $4 million towards the $7.5 million project. Yale also maintains the Gales Ferry[image: External link] site where the heavyweight men's team trains for the Yale-Harvard Boat Race[image: External link].

Yale crew is the oldest collegiate athletic team in America, and won Olympic Games[image: External link] Gold Medal[image: External link] for men's eights in 1924 and 1956. The Yale Corinthian Yacht Club[image: External link], founded in 1881, is the oldest collegiate sailing[image: External link] club in the world.

In 1896, Yale and Johns Hopkins[image: External link] played the first known ice hockey[image: External link] game in the United States. Since 2006, the school's ice hockey clubs have played a commemorative game.[167]

For kicks, between 1954 and 1982, residential college teams and student organizations played bladderball[image: External link].[168]

Yale students claim to have invented Frisbee[image: External link], by tossing empty Frisbie Pie Company[image: External link] tins.[169][170]

Yale athletics are supported by the Yale Precision Marching Band[image: External link]. "Precision" is used here ironically; the band is a scatter-style band that runs wildly between formations rather than actually marching.[171] The band attends every home football game and many away, as well as most hockey and basketball games throughout the winter.

Yale intramural sports are also a significant aspect of student life. Students compete for their respective residential colleges, fostering a friendly rivalry. The year is divided into fall, winter, and spring seasons, each of which includes about ten different sports. About half the sports are coeducational. At the end of the year, the residential college with the most points (not all sports count equally) wins the Tyng Cup.
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 Song




Notable among the songs commonly played and sung at events such as commencement[image: External link], convocation[image: External link], alumni gatherings, and athletic games are the alma mater, "Bright College Years[image: External link]", and the Yale fight song[image: External link], "Down the Field".

Two other fight songs, "Bulldog, Bulldog" and "Bingo Eli Yale", written by Cole Porter[image: External link] during his undergraduate days, are still sung at football games. Another fight song sung at games is "Boola Boola[image: External link]". According to "College Fight Songs: An Annotated Anthology" published in 1998, "Down the Field" ranks as the fourth-greatest fight song of all time.[172]
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 Mascot




The school mascot is "Handsome Dan[image: External link]," the Yale bulldog[image: External link], and the Yale fight song[image: External link] (written by Cole Porter[image: External link] while he was a student at Yale) contains the refrain[image: External link], "Bulldog, bulldog, bow wow wow". The school color, since 1894, is Yale Blue[image: External link].[173] Yale's Handsome Dan[image: External link] is believed to be the first college mascot[image: External link] in America, having been established in 1889.[174]
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 Notable people
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 Benefactors




Yale has had many financial supporters, but some stand out by the magnitude or timeliness of their contributions. Among those who have made large donations commemorated at the university are: Elihu Yale[image: External link]; Jeremiah Dummer[image: External link]; the Harkness[image: External link] family ( Edward[image: External link], Anna[image: External link], and William[image: External link]); the Beinecke[image: External link] family (Edwin, Frederick, and Walter); John William Sterling[image: External link]; Payne Whitney[image: External link]; Joseph Earl Sheffield[image: External link], Paul Mellon[image: External link], Charles B. G. Murphy[image: External link] and William K. Lanman[image: External link]. The Yale Class of 1954, led by Richard Gilder[image: External link], donated $70 million in commemoration of their 50th reunion.[175] Charles B. Johnson[image: External link], a 1954 graduate of Yale College, pledged a $250 million gift in 2013 to support the construction of two new residential colleges.[176] The colleges have been named respectively in honor of Pauli Murray[image: External link] and Benjamin Franklin[image: External link]. A $100 million contribution[177] by Stephen Adams[image: External link] enabled the Yale School of Music[image: External link] to become tuition-free and the Adams Center for Musical Arts to be built.
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 Notable alumni and faculty




Further information: List of Yale University people[image: External link] and List of Yale Law School alumni[image: External link]


Yale has produced alumni distinguished in their respective fields. This includes U.S. Presidents William Howard Taft, Gerald Ford, George H.W. Bush[image: External link], Bill Clinton and George W. Bush;[178] heads of state, including Italian prime minister Mario Monti[image: External link], Turkish prime minister Tansu Çiller[image: External link], Mexican president Ernesto Zedillo[image: External link], German president Karl Carstens[image: External link], and Philippines president José Paciano Laurel[image: External link]; U.S. Supreme Court Justices Taft, Sonia Sotomayor, Samuel Alito[image: External link] and Clarence Thomas[image: External link]; U.S. Secretaries of State John Kerry, Hillary Clinton, Cyrus Vance[image: External link], and Dean Acheson[image: External link];[179] U.S. Secretaries of the Treasury Oliver Wolcott[image: External link], Robert Rubin, Nicholas F. Brady[image: External link], and Steven Mnuchin[image: External link]; and United States Attorneys General Nicholas Katzenbach[image: External link], John Ashcroft, and Edward H. Levi[image: External link]. Confederate States Secretary of State, Secretary of War, and Attorney General; Judah P. Benjamin[image: External link].

Many royals have attended, among them: Crown Princess Victoria of Sweden[image: External link],[180] Prince Rostislav Romanov[image: External link] and Prince Akiiki Hosea Nyabongo[image: External link];

In the arts, Yale alumni include authors Sinclair Lewis[image: External link], Stephen Vincent Benét[image: External link], John Hersey[image: External link], Thornton Wilder[image: External link], Doug Wright[image: External link], William Matthews[image: External link], and Tom Wolfe[image: External link]; actors, directors and producers Paul Newman[image: External link], Henry Winkler[image: External link], Vincent Price[image: External link], Meryl Streep[image: External link],[181] Sigourney Weaver[image: External link], Jodie Foster[image: External link], Angela Bassett[image: External link], Elia Kazan[image: External link], George Roy Hill[image: External link], Douglas Wick[image: External link], Edward Norton[image: External link], Lupita Nyong'o[image: External link], James Whitmore[image: External link], Oliver Stone[image: External link], Brian Dennehy[image: External link], and Sam Waterston[image: External link]; composers Charles Ives[image: External link], Douglas Moore[image: External link] and Cole Porter[image: External link]; fine art photography popularizer Sam Wagstaff[image: External link]; sculptor Richard Serra[image: External link]; and entertainer Rudy Vallee[image: External link].

In business, Time Magazine[image: External link] co-founder Henry Luce[image: External link],[182] Morgan Stanley[image: External link] founder Harold Stanley[image: External link], Blackstone Group[image: External link] founder Stephen A. Schwarzman[image: External link],[183] Boeing[image: External link] and United Airlines[image: External link] founder William Boeing[image: External link], FedEx[image: External link] founder Frederick W. Smith[image: External link], chairman and CEO of Sears Holdings[image: External link] Edward Lampert[image: External link], Time Warner[image: External link] president Jeffrey Bewkes[image: External link], Electronic Arts[image: External link] co-founder Bing Gordon[image: External link], PepsiCo[image: External link] CEO Indra Nooyi[image: External link], Pinterest[image: External link] co-founder and CEO Ben Silbermann[image: External link], sports agent Donald Dell[image: External link], and investor/philanthropist Sir John Templeton[image: External link] all hail from Yale.

In academia, distinguished Yale graduates and faculty have included literary critic and historian Henry Louis Gates[image: External link], economists Irving Fischer[image: External link], Mahbub ul Haq[image: External link], and Paul Krugman[image: External link]; Nobel laureates in Physics, Ernest Lawrence[image: External link] and Murray Gell-Mann[image: External link]; Fields Medalist John G. Thompson[image: External link]; Human Genome Project director Francis S. Collins[image: External link]; "father of biochemistry[image: External link]" Russell Henry Chittenden[image: External link]; neurosurgeon Harvey Cushing[image: External link]; pioneering computer scientist Grace Hopper[image: External link]; chairman of Cal Tech[image: External link]'s Jet Propulsion Laboratory[image: External link] Committee Clark Blanchard Millikan[image: External link]; education philosopher Robert Maynard Hutchins[image: External link]; pioneer in fractal geometry Benoit Mandelbrot[image: External link]; and mathematician/chemist Josiah Willard Gibbs[image: External link].

Former Yale students in the sporting arena include "The perfect oarsman" Rusty Wailes[image: External link]; runner Frank Shorter[image: External link]; baseball[image: External link] executives Theo Epstein[image: External link] and George Weiss[image: External link], and baseball players Ron Darling[image: External link], Bill Hutchinson[image: External link], and Craig Breslow[image: External link]; basketball player Chris Dudley[image: External link]; football players Dick Jauron[image: External link], Kenny Hill[image: External link], Calvin Hill[image: External link], Gary Fencik[image: External link], Chuck Mercein[image: External link], Amos Alonzo Stagg[image: External link], and "Father of American Football[image: External link]" Walter Camp[image: External link]; nine-time U.S. Squash[image: External link] men's champion Julian Illingworth[image: External link]; ice hockey player Chris Higgins[image: External link]; figure skater Sarah Hughes[image: External link]; and swimmer Don Schollander[image: External link].

Yale also counts among its former students Secretary of State, Secretary of War[image: External link] and U.S. Senator John C. Calhoun;[184] Peace Corps[image: External link] founder Sargent Shriver; child psychologist Benjamin Spock[image: External link]; architects Maya Lin[image: External link], Eero Saarinen[image: External link] and Norman Foster[image: External link]; television personalities Stone Phillips[image: External link], Dick Cavett[image: External link] and Anderson Cooper[image: External link]; pundits Garry Trudeau[image: External link], William F. Buckley, Jr.[image: External link] and Fareed Zakaria[image: External link]; pioneer in electrical applications Austin Cornelius Dunham[image: External link]; inventors Samuel F.B. Morse[image: External link], Eli Whitney[image: External link], and John B. Goodenough[image: External link]; patriot and "first spy" Nathan Hale[image: External link]; lexicographer Noah Webster[image: External link]; and theologians Jonathan Edwards[image: External link] and Reinhold Niebuhr[image: External link].
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 Yale in fiction and popular culture




Further information: List of Yale University people[image: External link] and Yale in popular culture[image: External link]


Yale University, one of the oldest universities in the United States, is a cultural referent as an institution that produces some of the most elite members of society[185] and its grounds, alumni, and students have been prominently portrayed in fiction and U.S. popular culture. For example, Owen Johnson[image: External link]'s novel, Stover at Yale, follows the college career of Dink Stover[186] and Frank Merriwell[image: External link], the model for all later juvenile sports fiction, plays football, baseball, crew, and track at Yale while solving mysteries and righting wrongs.[187][188] Yale University also is featured in F. Scott Fitzgerald's novel "The Great Gatsby[image: External link]". The narrator, Nick Carraway, wrote a series of editorials for the Yale News, and Tom Buchanan was "one of the most powerful ends[image: External link] that ever played football" for Yale.
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Juris Doctor






The Juris Doctor degree (J.D. or JD), also known as the Doctor of Jurisprudence degree (J.D., JD, D.Jur. or DJur), is a graduate-entry professional degree[image: External link] in law[image: External link][1][2][3][4][5] and one of several Doctor of Law[image: External link] degrees. It is earned by completing law school[image: External link] in Australia[image: External link], Canada[image: External link] and the United States[image: External link], and some other common law[image: External link] countries. It has the academic standing of a second-entry, professional baccalaureate degree[image: External link] in Canada,[6][7][8][9][10] a master's degree[image: External link] in Australia[11] and a professional doctorate[image: External link] in the United States (in all three jurisdictions the same as other professional degrees such as M.D.[image: External link] or D.D.S.[image: External link]).[12][13][14][15][16][17]

The degree was first awarded in the United States[image: External link] in the early 20th century and was created as a modern version of the old European doctor of law degree (such as the Dottore in Giurisprudenza in Italy and the Juris Utriusque Doctor[image: External link] in Germany and central Europe).[18] Originating from the 19th century Harvard movement for the scientific study of law[image: External link], it is a degree that in most common law jurisdictions is the primary professional preparation for lawyers. It involves a three-year program in most jurisdictions.[19][20]

To be authorized to practice law in the courts of a given state in the United States, the majority of individuals holding a J.D. degree must pass a bar examination[image: External link].[21][22][23][24] The state of Wisconsin, however, permits the graduates of its two law schools to practice law in that state, and in its state courts, without having to take its bar exam—a practice called "diploma privilege"—provided they complete the courses needed to satisfy the diploma privilege requirements. In the United States, passing an additional bar exam is not required of lawyers authorized to practice in at least one state to practice in the national courts of the United States, courts commonly known as "federal courts". Lawyers must, however, be admitted to the bar of the federal court before they are authorized to practice in that court. Admission to the bar of a federal district court includes admission to the bar of the related bankruptcy court.
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 Etymology and abbreviations




In the United States, the professional doctorate in law may be conferred in Latin or in English, as Juris Doctor and at some law schools Doctor of Law (J.D. or JD),[25] or Doctor of Jurisprudence (also abbreviated JD or J.D.).[26][27] "Juris Doctor" literally means "Teacher of Law", while the Latin for "Doctor of Jurisprudence"—Jurisprudentiae Doctor—literally means "Teacher of Legal Knowledge".

The J.D. is not to be confused with Doctor of Laws or Legum Doctor (LLD or LL.D.). In institutions where the latter can be earned, e.g. Cambridge University[image: External link] (where it is titled Doctor of Law, though still retaining the abbreviation LLD) and many other British institutions, it is a higher research doctorate representing a substantial contribution to the field over many years, beyond that required for a PhD and well beyond a taught degree such as the J.D.[28] The LL.D. is invariably an honorary degree in the United States.
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 Historical context
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 Origins of the law degree




The first university in Europe, the University of Bologna[image: External link], was founded as a school of law by four famous legal scholars in the 11th century who were students of the glossolalia school[image: External link] in that city. This served as the model for other law schools of the Middle Ages[image: External link], and other early universities such as the University of Padua[image: External link].[29] The first academic degrees[image: External link] may[31] have been doctorates in civil law (doctores legum) followed by canon law (doctores decretorum); these were not professional degrees but rather indicated that their holders had been approved to teach at the universities. While Bologna granted only doctorates, preparatory degrees (bachelor's and licences) were introduced in Paris and then in the English universities.[32][33][34][35]
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 The history of legal training in England




The nature of the J.D. can be better understood by a review of the context of the history of legal education in England. The teaching of law at Cambridge and Oxford Universities was mainly for philosophical or scholarly purposes and not meant to prepare one to practise law.[36] The universities taught only civil and canon law (used in a very few jurisdictions such as the courts of admiralty and church courts) but not the common law that applied in most jurisdictions. Professional training for practising common law in England was undertaken at the Inns of Court[image: External link], but over time the training functions of the Inns lessened considerably and apprenticeships with individual practitioners arose as the prominent medium of preparation.[37] However, because of the lack of standardisation of study and of objective standards for appraisal of these apprenticeships, the role of universities became subsequently of importance for the education of lawyers in the English speaking world.[38]

In England in 1292 when Edward I[image: External link] first requested that lawyers be trained, students merely sat in the courts and observed, but over time the students would hire professionals to lecture them in their residences, which led to the institution of the Inns of Court system.[39] The original method of education at the Inns of Court was a mix of moot court[image: External link]-like practice and lecture, as well as court proceedings observation.[40] By the fifteenth century, the Inns functioned like a university akin to the University of Oxford and the University of Cambridge[image: External link], though very specialized in purpose.[41] With the frequent absence of parties to suits during the Crusades[image: External link], the importance of the lawyer role grew tremendously, and the demand for lawyers grew.[42]

Traditionally Oxford and Cambridge did not see common law as worthy of study, and included coursework in law only in the context of canon and civil law (the two 'Laws' in the original Bachelor of Laws, which thus became the Bachelor of Civil Law when the study of canon law was barred after the Reformation) and for the purpose of the study of philosophy or history only. The apprenticeship program for solicitors[image: External link] thus emerged, structured and governed by the same rules as the apprenticeship programs for the trades.[43] The training of solicitors by a five-year apprenticeship was formally established by the Attorneys and Solicitors Act 1728,.[44] William Blackstone[image: External link] became the first lecturer in English common law at the University of Oxford in 1753, but the university did not establish the program for the purpose of professional study, and the lectures were very philosophical and theoretical in nature.[44] Blackstone insisted that the study of law should be university based, where concentration on foundational principles can be had, instead of concentration on detail and procedure had through apprenticeship and the Inns of Court.[45]

The 1728 act was amended in 1821 to reduce the period of the required apprenticeship to three years for graduates in either Law or Arts from Oxford, Cambridge and Dublin, as "the admission of such graduates should be facilitated, in consideration of the learning and abilities requisite for taking such degree".[46] This was extended in 1837 to cover the newly established universities of Durham and London,[47] and again in 1851 to include the new Queen's University of Ireland.[48]

The Inns of Court continued but became less effective, and admission to the bar still did not require any significant educational activity or examination. In 1846, Parliament examined the education and training of prospective barristers[image: External link] and found the system to be inferior to that of Europe and the United States as Britain did not regulate the admission of barristers.[38] Therefore, formal schools of law were called for, but not finally established until later in the century, and even then the bar did not consider a university degree in admission decisions.[38]

Until the mid nineteenth century, most law degrees in England (the BCL at Oxford and Durham, and the LLB at London)[49][50][51] were postgraduate degrees, taken after an initial degree in Arts. The Cambridge degree, variously referred to as a BCL, BL or LLB, was an exception: it took 6 years from matriculation to complete, but only three of these had to be in residence, and the BA was not required (although those not holding a BA had to produce a certificate to prove they had not only been in residence but had actually attended lectures for at least three terms).[52][53] These degrees specialised in Roman Civil Law rather than English Common Law, which was the domain of the Inns of Court, and were thus more theoretical than practically useful.[54] Cambridge reestablished its LLB degree in 1858 as an undergraduate course alongside the BA,[55] and the London LLB, which had previously required a minimum of one year after the BA, become an undergraduate degree in 1866.[56] The older nomenclature continues to be used for the BCL at Oxford today, which is a master's level program, while Cambridge moved its LLB back to being a postgraduate degree in 1922 but only renamed it as the LLM in 1982.[57]

Between the 1960s and the 1990s, law schools in England took on a more central role in the preparation of lawyers and consequently improved their coverage of advanced legal topics to become more professionally relevant. Over the same period, American law schools became more scholarly and less professionally oriented, so that in 1996 Langbein could write: "That contrast between English law schools as temples of scholarship and American law schools as training centers for the profession no longer bears the remotest relation to reality."[58]
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 Legal training in colonial North America and 19th century U.S.




Initially there was much resistance to lawyers in colonial North America because of the role they had played in hierarchical England, but slowly the colonial governments started using the services of professionals trained in the Inns of Court in London, and by the end of the American Revolution[image: External link] there was a functional bar in each state.[59] Due to an initial distrust of a profession open only to the elite in England, as institutions for training developed in what would become the United States they emerged as quite different from those in England.[60]

Initially in the United States the legal professionals were trained and imported from England.[61] A formal apprenticeship or clerkship program was established first in New York in 1730—at that time a seven-year clerkship was required, and in 1756 a four-year college degree was required in addition to five years of clerking and an examination.[62] Later the requirements were reduced to require only two years of college education.[62] But a system like the Inns did not develop, and a college education was not required in England until the 19th century, so this system was unique.

The clerkship program required much individual study and the mentoring lawyer was expected to carefully select materials for study and guide the clerk in his study of the law and ensure that it was being absorbed.[63] The student was supposed to compile his notes of his reading of the law into a "commonplace book[image: External link]", which he would try to memorize.[64] Although those were the ideals, in reality the clerks were often overworked and rarely were able to study the law individually as expected. They were often employed to tedious tasks, such as making handwritten copies of documents. Finding sufficient legal texts was also a seriously debilitating issue, and there was no standardization in the books assigned to the clerk trainees because they were assigned by their mentor, whose opinion of the law may have differed greatly from his peers.[65] It was said by one famous attorney in the U.S., William Livingston[image: External link], in 1745 in a New York newspaper that the clerkship program was severely flawed, and that most mentors "have no manner of concern for their clerk's future welfare... [T]is a monstrous absurdity to suppose, that the law is to be learnt by a perpetual copying of precedents."[64] There were some few mentors that were dedicated to the service, and because of their rarity, they became so sought after that the first law schools evolved from the offices of some of these attorneys who took on many clerks and began to spend more time training than practicing law.[64]

In time, the apprenticeship program was not considered sufficient to produce lawyers fully capable of serving their clients' needs.[66] The apprenticeship programs often employed the trainee with menial tasks, and while they were well trained in the day-to-day operations of a law office, they were generally unprepared practitioners or legal reasoners.[67] The establishment of formal faculties of law in U.S. universities did not occur until the latter part of the 18th century.[68] With the beginning of the American Revolution, the supply of lawyers from Britain ended. The first law degree granted by a U.S. university was a Bachelor of Law in 1793 by the College of William and Mary[image: External link], which was abbreviated L.B.; Harvard was the first university to use the LL.B. abbreviation in the United States.[69]

The first university law programs in the United States, such as that of the University of Maryland[image: External link] established in 1812, included much theoretical and philosophical study, including works such as the Bible, Cicero[image: External link], Seneca[image: External link], Aristotle, Adam Smith, Montesquieu[image: External link] and Grotius[image: External link].[70] It has been said that the early university law schools of the early 19th century seemed to be preparing students for careers as statesmen[image: External link] rather than as lawyers.[71] At the LL.B. programs in the early 1900s at Stanford University[image: External link] and Yale[image: External link] continued to include "cultural study", which included courses in languages, mathematics and economics.[72] An LL.B., or Bachelor of Laws, recognized that a prior bachelor's degree was not required to earn an LL. B.

In the 1850s there were many proprietary schools which originated from a practitioner taking on multiple apprentices and establishing a school and which provided a practical legal education, as opposed to the one offered in the universities which offered an education in the theory, history and philosophy of law.[73] The universities assumed that the acquisition of skills would happen in practice, while the proprietary schools concentrated on the practical skills during education.[73]
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 Revolutionary approach: Scientific study of law




In part to compete with the small professional law schools, there began a great change in U.S. university legal education. For a short time beginning in 1826 Yale began to offer a complete "practitioners' course" which lasted two years and included practical courses, such as pleading drafting.[74] U.S. Supreme Court justice Joseph Story[image: External link] started the spirit of change in legal education at Harvard when he advocated a more "scientific study" of the law in the 19th century.[75] At the time he was a lecturer at Harvard. Therefore, at Harvard the education was much of a trade school type of approach to legal education, contrary to the more liberal arts education advocated by Blackstone at Oxford and Jefferson at William and Mary.[76] Nonetheless there continued to be debate among educators over whether legal education should be more vocational, as at the private law schools, or through a rigorous scientific method, such as that developed by Story and Langdell[image: External link].[77][80] In the words of Dorsey Ellis, "Langdell viewed law as a science and the law library as the laboratory, with the cases providing the basis for learning those 'principles or doctrines' of which law, considered as a science, consists.'"[81] Nonetheless, into the year 1900 most states did not require a university education (although an apprenticeship was often required) and most practitioners had not attended any law school or college.[76]

Therefore, the modern legal education system in the U.S. is a combination of teaching law as a science and a practical skill,[82] implementing elements such as clinical training, which has become an essential part of legal education in the U.S. and in the J.D. program of study.[83]
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 Creation of the J.D. and major common law approaches to legal education




The J.D. originated in the United States during a movement to improve training of the professions. Prior to the origination of the J.D., law students began law school either with only a high school diploma, or less than the amount of undergraduate study required to earn a bachelor's degree. The LL.B. persisted through the middle of the twentieth century, after which a completed bachelor's degree became a requirement for virtually all students entering law school. The didactic approaches that resulted were revolutionary for university education and have slowly been implemented outside the U.S., but only recently (since about 1997) and in stages. The degrees which resulted from this new approach, such as the M.D. and the J.D., are just as different from their European counterparts as the educational approaches differ.
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 Legal education in the United States




Main article: Legal education in the United States[image: External link]


Professional doctorates were developed in the United States in the 19th century, the first being the Doctor of Medicine in 1807,[84] but the professional law degree took more time. At the time the legal system in the United States was still in development as the educational institutions were developing. The status of the legal profession was at that time still ambiguous; therefore, the development of the legal degree took much time.[85] Even when some universities offered training in law, they did not offer a degree.[85] Because in the United States there were no Inns of Court, and the English academic degrees did not provide the necessary professional training, the models from England were inapplicable, and the degree program took some time to develop.[86] At first the degree took the form of a B.L. (such as at the College of William and Mary), but then Harvard, keen on importing legitimacy through the trappings of Oxford and Cambridge, implemented an LL.B. degree.[87] This was somewhat controversial at the time because it was a professional training without any of the cultural or classical studies required of a degree in England,[88][89] where it was necessary to gain a general BA prior to an LLB or BCL until the nineteenth century.[90] Thus, even though the name of the English LL.B. degree was implemented at Harvard, the program in the U.S. was nonetheless intended as a first degree which, unlike the English B.A., gave practical or professional training in law.[91][92]
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 Creation of the Juris Doctor




In the mid-19th century there was much concern about the quality of legal education in the United States. Christopher Columbus Langdell[image: External link], who served as dean of Harvard Law School[image: External link] from 1870 to 1895, dedicated his life to reforming legal education[image: External link] in the United States. The historian Robert Stevens wrote that "it was Langdell's goal to turn the legal profession into a university educated one—and not at the undergraduate level, but through a three-year post baccalaureate degree."[18] This graduate level study would allow the intensive legal training that Langdell had developed, known as the case method[image: External link] (a method of studying landmark cases) and the Socratic method[image: External link] (a method of examining students on the reasoning of the court in the cases studied). Therefore, a graduate high level law degree was proposed, the Juris Doctor, implementing the case and Socratic methods as its didactic approach.[93] According to professor J. H. Beale[image: External link], an 1882 Harvard Law graduate, one of the main arguments for the change was uniformity. Harvard's four professional schools of Theology, Law, Medicine and Arts and Sciences were all graduate schools, and their degrees were therefore a second degree. Two of them conferred a doctorate and the other two a baccalaureate degree. The change from LL.B. to J.D. was intended to end "this discrimination, the practice of conferring what is normally a first degree upon persons who have already their primary degree".[94] The J.D. was proposed as the equivalent of the J.U.D. in Germany to reflect the advanced study required to be an effective lawyer.

The University of Chicago Law School[image: External link] was the first to offer the J.D.[95] While approval was still pending at Harvard, the degree was introduced at many other law schools including at the law schools at NYU, Berkeley, Michigan and Stanford. Because of tradition, and concerns about less prominent universities implementing a J.D. program, prominent eastern law schools like those of Harvard, Yale and Columbia refused to implement the degree. Indeed, pressure from them led almost every law school (except at the University of Chicago and other law schools in Illinois) to abandon the J.D. and readopt the LL.B. as the first law degree by the 1930s.[96]

It was only after 1962 that a new push—this time begun at less-prominent law schools—successfully led to the universal adoption of the J.D. as the first law degree. Student and alumni support were key in the LL.B.-to-J.D. change, and even the most prominent schools were convinced to make the change: Columbia and Harvard in 1969, and Yale, last, in 1971.[97] Nonetheless, the LL.B. at Yale retained the didactical changes of the "practitioners courses" of 1826 and was very different from the LL.B. in common law countries other than Canada.[74]

Following standard modern academic practice, Harvard Law School refers to its Master of Laws[image: External link] and Doctor of Juridical Science[image: External link] degrees as its graduate level law degrees.[98] Similarly, Columbia refers to the LL.M. and the J.S.D. as its graduate program.[99] Yale Law School lists its LL.M., M.S.L., J.S.D., and Ph.D. as constituting graduate programs.[100] A distinction thus remains between professional and graduate law degrees in the United States.
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 Major common law approaches




See also: Legal education in the United Kingdom[image: External link]


The English legal system is the root of the systems of other common-law countries, such as the United States. Originally, common lawyers in England were trained exclusively in the Inns of Court. Even though it took nearly 150 years since common law education began with Blackstone at Oxford for university education to be part of legal training in England and Wales, the LL.B. eventually became the degree usually taken before becoming a lawyer. In England and Wales the LL.B. is an undergraduate scholarly program and although it (assuming it is a qualifying law degree) fulfills the academic requirements for becoming a lawyer,[101] further vocational and professional training as either a barrister (the Bar Professional Training Course[image: External link][102] followed by Pupillage[image: External link][103]) or as a solicitor (the Legal Practice Course[image: External link][104] followed by a "period of recognised training[image: External link]"[105]) is required before becoming licensed in that jurisdiction.[58] The qualifying law degree in most English universities is the LLB although in some, including Oxford and Cambridge, it is the BA in Law.[106] Both of these can be taken with "senior status" in two years by those already holding an undergraduate degree in another discipline.[107] A few universities offer "exempting" degrees, usually integrated master's degrees[image: External link] denominated Master in Law (MLaw), that combine the qualifying law degree with the legal practice course or the bar professional training course in a four-year, undergraduate-entry program.[108][109]

Legal education in Canada has unique variations from other Commonwealth countries. Even though the legal system of Canada is mostly a transplant of the English system (Quebec excepted), the Canadian system is unique in that there are no Inns of Court, the practical training occurs in the office of a barrister and solicitor with law society membership, and, since 1889, a university degree has been a prerequisite to initiating an articling clerkship.[110] The education in law schools in Canada was similar to that in the United States at the turn of the 20th century, but with a greater concentration on statutory drafting and interpretation, and elements of a liberal education.[111] The bar associations in Canada were influenced by the changes at Harvard, and were sometimes quicker to nationally implement the changes proposed in the United States, such as requiring previous college education before studying law.[111]
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 Modern variants and curriculum




Legal education is rooted in the history and structure of the legal system of the jurisdiction where the education is given, therefore law degrees are vastly different from country to country, making comparisons among degrees problematic.[112] This has proven true in the context of the various forms of the J.D. which have been implemented around the world.

Until about 1997 the J.D. was unique to law schools in the U.S. But with the rise in international success of law firms from the United States, and the rise in students from outside the U.S. attending U.S. law schools, attorneys with the J.D. have become increasingly common internationally.[113] Therefore, the prestige of the J.D. has also risen, and many universities outside the U.S. have started to offer the J.D., often for the express purpose of raising the prestige of their law school and graduates.[113] Such institutions usually aim to appropriate the name of the degree only, and sometimes the new J.D. program of study is the same as that of their traditional law degree, which is usually more scholarly in purpose than the professional training intended with the J.D. as created in the U.S. Various characteristics can therefore be seen among J.D. degrees as implemented in universities around the world.



	Comparisons of J.D. variants



	Jurisdiction
	Scholarly content absent?
	Duration in years
	Different curriculum from LL.B. in jurisdiction?
	Requires further training for license?



	United States
	Yes
	3
	No
	No



	Australia
	No
	3–4
	Yes[115]
	Yes



	Canada
	No
	3
	No
	Yes



	Hong Kong
	No
	2–3
	No
	Yes



	Japan
	No
	2–3
	Yes
	Yes



	Philippines
	No
	4
	Varies
	Yes



	Singapore
	No
	2–3
	No
	Yes[116]



	United Kingdom
	No
	3–4
	Yes
	Yes





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Types and characteristics




Until very recently, only law schools in the United States offered the Juris Doctor. Starting about 1997, universities in other countries began introducing the J.D. as a first professional degree in law, with differences appropriate to the legal systems of the countries in which these law schools are situated.
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 Standard Juris Doctor curriculum




See also: Law school in the United States § Curriculum[image: External link]


As stated by James Hall and Christopher Langdell[image: External link], two people who were involved in the creation of the J.D., the J.D. is a professional degree like the M.D.[image: External link], intended to prepare practitioners through a scientific approach[image: External link] of analysing and teaching the law through logic and adversarial analysis (such as the Casebook[image: External link] and Socratic[image: External link] methods).[117] It has existed as described in the United States for over 100 years, and can therefore be termed the standard or traditional J.D. program. The J.D. program generally requires a bachelor's degree for entry, though this requirement is sometimes waived.[118][119][120][121] The program of study for the degree has remained substantially unchanged since its creation, and is an intensive study of the substantive law and its professional applications (and therefore[citation needed[image: External link]] requires no thesis, although a lengthy writing project is sometimes required[122]). As a professional training, it provides sufficient training for entry into practice (no apprenticeship is necessary to sit for the bar exam). It requires at least three academic years of full-time study. While the J.D. is a doctoral degree in the US, lawyers usually use the suffix of " esquire[image: External link]" as opposed to the prefix "Dr." Although calling an American lawyer "doctor" would not be incorrect, provided the attorney has a J.D. or other doctoral degree (as opposed to an LL.B., which is a baccalaureate, not a doctorate), the title is more commonly used in Europe and Asia than in the U.S. or Canada.
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 Replacement for the LL.B.




An initial attempt to rename the LL.B. to the J.D. in the US in the early 20th century started with a petition at Harvard[image: External link] in 1902. This was rejected, but the idea took hold at the new law school established at the University of Chicago[image: External link] and other universities and by 1925 80% of US law schools gave the J.D. to graduate entrants, while restricting undergraduate entrants (who followed the same curriculum) to the LL.B. Yet the change was rejected by Harvard, Yale and Columbia, and by the late 1920s schools were moving away from the J.D. and once again granting only the LL.B, with only Illinois law schools holding out. This changed in the 1960s, by which time almost all law school entrants were graduates. The J.D. was reintroduced in 1962 and by 1971 had replaced the LL.B., again without any change in the curriculum, with many schools going as far as to offer a J.D. to their LL.B. alumni for a small fee.[123]

Canadian and Australian universities have law programs that are very similar to the J.D. programs in the United States. These include Queen's University, University of British Columbia, University of Alberta, University of Victoria, Université de Moncton, University of Calgary, University of Saskatchewan, University of Manitoba, University of Windsor, University of Ottawa, University of Western Ontario, York University[124] and University of Toronto[125] in Canada, RMIT and the University of Melbourne in Australia.[3] Therefore, when the J.D. program was introduced at these institutions, it was a mere renaming of their second-entry LL.B. program and entailed no significant substantive changes to their curricula.[126] The reason given for doing so is because of the international popularity and recognizability of the J.D., and the need to recognize the demanding graduate characteristics of the program.[127] Because these programs are in institutions heavily influenced by those in the UK, the J.D. programs often have some small scholarly element (see chart above, entitled "Comparisons of J.D. Variants"). And because the legal systems are also influenced by that of the UK, an apprenticeship is still required before being qualified to apply for a license to practice (see country sections below, under "Descriptions of the J.D. outside the U.S.").
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 Descriptions of the J.D. outside the U.S.




See also: Admission to practice law[image: External link]
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 Australia




The traditional law degree in Australia was the undergraduate Bachelor of Laws ( LLB[image: External link]), however there has been a huge shift towards the JD in the past five years, with most Australian universities now offering a JD programme, including the country's best ranked universities (e.g. The University of New South Wales[image: External link],[128] the University of Sydney[image: External link],[129] the Australian National University[image: External link],[130] the University of Melbourne[image: External link][131]).

Generally, universities that offer the JD also offer the LLB, though at some universities, only the JD is offered, and only at postgraduate levels. Due to recent changes in undergraduate degree structuring, some universities, such as the University of Melbourne,[132] only allow law to be studied at the postgraduate level, and the JD has completely replaced the LLB.

An Australian Juris Doctor consists of three years of full-time study, or the equivalent. The course varies across different universities, though all are obliged to teach the Priestley 11[image: External link] subjects if they wish for their students to be able to practice law in Australia. As with LLB graduates, graduates of the JD need to complete the practical legal training (PLT) requirement before they are eligible for admission to practice. Some universities, such as the University of Technology, Sydney[image: External link], have begun offering PLT as part of the JD, though this is unusual, as PLT is most often undertaken in early employment.[133]

On the Australian Qualifications Framework[image: External link], the Juris Doctor is classified as a "Masters degree (Extended)", with an exception having been granted to use the title Juris Doctor (other such exceptions include Doctor of Medicine, Doctor of Dentistry and Doctor of Veterinary Medicine). It may not be described as a doctoral degree, and holders may not use the title "Doctor". Along with other extended master's degrees, the JD takes 3-4 years following a minimum of a 3-year bachelor's degree.[11][134]
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 Canada




The J.D. degree is the dominant law degree in Canada, replacing the traditional LL.B. degree prominent in Commonwealth countries.[135] The University of Toronto[image: External link] became the first to rename its law degree from LL.B. to J.D. in 2001. As with the second-entry LL.B., in order to be admitted to a Juris Doctor program, applicants must have completed a minimum of 2 or 3 years of study toward a bachelor's degree and scored high on the North American Law School Admission Test[image: External link].[136] As a practical matter, nearly all successful applicants have completed one or more degrees before admission to a Canadian common law school,[137] although despite this it is, along with other first professional degrees[image: External link], considered to be a bachelor's degree-level qualification.[10] All Canadian Juris Doctor programs consist of three years, and have similar content in their mandatory first year courses. The mandatory first year courses in Canadian law schools outside Quebec include public law (i.e. provincial law, constitutional law, and administrative law), property law, tort law, contract law, criminal law, and legal research and writing.[138] Beyond first year and other courses required for graduation, course selection is elective with various concentrations such as commercial and corporate law, taxation, international law, natural resources law, real estate transactions, employment law, criminal law, and Aboriginal law.[139] After graduation from an accredited law school, each province's or territory's law society requires completion of a bar admission course or examination, and a period of supervised "articling" prior to independent practice.[140]

Use of the "J.D." designation by Canadian law schools is not intended to indicate an emphasis on American law, but rather to distinguish Canadian law degrees from English law degrees, which do not require prior undergraduate study.[113] The Canadian J.D. is a degree in Canadian Law. Accordingly, United States jurisdictions other than New York and Massachusetts[141] do not recognize Canadian Juris Doctor degrees automatically.[142][143] This is equivalent to the manner in which United States J.D. graduates are treated in Canadian jurisdictions such as Ontario.[144] To prepare graduates to practise in jurisdictions on both sides of the border, some pairs of law schools, such as the New York University (NYU) Law School and Osgoode Hall Law School,[145] the University of Ottawa Law School and the Michigan State University Law School or American University,[146] and the University of Windsor Law School and the University of Detroit Mercy Law School,[147] have developed joint American-Canadian J.D programs.

Two notable exceptions are Université de Montréal[image: External link] and Université de Sherbrooke[image: External link], which both offer a one-year J.D. program aimed at Quebec civil law[image: External link] graduates in order to practice law either elsewhere in Canada or in the state of New York.[148][149]

York University[image: External link] offered the degree of Doctor of Jurisprudence (D.Jur.) as a research degree until 2002, when the name of the program was changed to Ph.D. in Law.[150]
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 China




J.D.'s are not generally awarded in the People's Republic of China (P.R.C.) instead，a J.M. (Juris Magister) is awarded as the counterpart of JD in the United States, the professional degree in law in China.[151] The primary law degree in the P.R.C. is the bachelor of law. In the fall of 2008 the Shenzhen campus of Peking University started the School of Transnational Law, which offers a U.S.-style education and awards both a Chinese master's degree and, by special authorization of the government, a J.D.[152]</ref>
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 Hong Kong




The J.D. degree is currently offered at The Chinese University of Hong Kong[image: External link],[153] The University of Hong Kong[image: External link],[154] and City University of Hong Kong[image: External link]. The degree is known as the 法律博士 in Chinese, and in Cantonese it is pronounced as Faat Leot Bok Si.[155] The J.D. in Hong Kong is almost identical to the LL.B. and is reserved for graduates of non-law disciplines, but the J.D. is considered to be a graduate-level degree and requires a thesis or dissertation.[156] Like the LL.B. there is much scholarly content in the required coursework. Although the universities offering the degree claim that the J.D. is a two-year program, completing the degree in two years would require study during the summer term.[157] The JD is, despite its title, considered to be a master's degree by the universities that offer it in Hong Kong,[158][159][160] and it is positioned at master's level in the Hong Kong Qualifications Framework.[161] Neither the LL.B. nor the J.D. provides the education sufficient for a license to practice, as graduates of both are also required to undertake the PCLL[image: External link] course and a solicitor traineeship or a barrister pupillage.[162]
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 India




At this time the Juris Doctor does not exist in India; no official entity in India authorizes the award of such a degree.
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 Italy




No university in Italy awards a Juris Doctor degree, nor are there any plans to implement the degree. However, the law degree in Italy is longer (5 years of coursework) than a standard undergraduate program,[163] and lawyers in Italy often use the title of "doctor"[164] (Italian law authorizes all university graduates, including those from undergraduate programs, to use the title of doctor).[165]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Japan




In Japan[image: External link] the J.D. is known as Homu Hakushi (法務博士).[166] The program generally lasts three years. Two year J.D. programs for applicants with legal knowledge (mainly undergraduate level law degree holders) are also offered. This curriculum is professionally oriented,[167] but does not provide the education sufficient for a license to practice as an attorney in Japan[image: External link], as all candidates for a license must have 12 month practical training by the Legal Training and Research Institute after passing the bar examination.[168] Similarly to the US, the Juris Doctor is classed as a "Professional Degree" (専門職) in Japan, which is separate from the "academic" postgraduate sequence of master's degrees and doctorates.[169][170]
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 Mexico




To become a licensed lawyer, a person must hold the Licenciado en Derecho degree obtainable by four to five years of academic study and final examination. After these undergraduate studies it is possible to obtain a Maestría degree, equivalent to a master's degree. This degree requires two to three years of academic studies. Finally, one can study for an additional three years to obtain the Doctor en Derecho degree, which is a research degree at doctoral level.[171] Since most universities and law schools must have approval from the ministry of education (Secretaría de Educación Pública) through the general office of professions (Direccion General de Profesiones) all of the academic programs are similar throughout the country in public and private law schools.
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 Philippines




In the Philippines[image: External link], the J.D. exists alongside the more common LL.B. Like the standard LL.B, it requires four years of study, is considered a graduate degree and requires prior undergraduate study as a prerequisite for admission, and covers the core subjects required for the bar examinations. However, the J.D. requires students to finish the core bar subjects in just 2½ years; take elective courses (such as legal theory, philosophy, and sometimes even theology); undergo an apprenticeship; and write and defend a thesis.[172][173]

The degree was first conferred in the Philippines by the Ateneo de Manila Law School[image: External link], which first developed the model program later adopted by most schools now offering the J.D.. After the Ateneo, schools such as the University of Batangas College of Law and the De La Salle Lipa College of Law[174] began offering the J.D., with schools such as the Far Eastern University Institute of Law[image: External link] offering with De La Salle University's Ramon V. Del Rosario College of Business for the country's first J.D. - MBA program.[175] In 2008, the University of the Philippines College of Law[image: External link] began conferring the J.D. on its graduates, the school choosing rename its LL.B. program into a J.D. because to accurately reflect the nature of education the university provides as "nomenclature does not accurately reflect the fact that the LL.B. is a professional as well as a post baccalaureate degree."[176] In 2009, the Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila[image: External link] (PLM) and the Silliman University College of Law[image: External link] also shifted their respective LL.B Programs to Juris Doctor -applying the change to incoming freshmen students for School Year 2009–2010.[177][178] The newly established De La Salle University College of Law[image: External link] is likewise offering the J.D., although it will offer the program using a trimestral calendar, unlike the model curriculum that uses a semestral calendar. In 2014, New Era University[image: External link] has renamed their Bachelor of Laws program to the Juris Doctor.
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 Singapore




The degree of Doctor of Jurisprudence (J.D.) is offered at the Singapore Management University[image: External link] (SMU), and it is treated as a qualifying law degree for the purposes of admission to the legal profession in Singapore.[116] A graduate of this programme is a "qualified person" under Singapore's legislation governing entry to the legal profession, and is eligible for admission to the Singapore Bar.[179]

However, like its counterpart the Bachelor of Laws (LL.B.), whether obtained from the National University of Singapore[image: External link], Singapore Management University or recognised overseas universities ("approved universities"),[180] the SMU J.D. is not in itself sufficient for entry into the Singapore legal profession. Qualified persons are still required to fulfill other criteria for admission to the Singapore Bar, most importantly being the completion of Part B of the Singapore Bar Examinations, and completion of the Practice Training Contract[image: External link].[181]
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 United Kingdom




The Quality Assurance Agency[image: External link] consulted in 2014 on the inclusion of "Juris Doctor" in the UK Framework for Higher Education Qualifications as an exception to the rule that "doctor" should only be used by doctoral degrees. It was proposed that the Juris Doctor would be an award at bachelor level and would not confer the right to use the title "doctor".[182][183] This was not incorporated into the final framework published in November 2014.[184]

The only JD degree currently awarded by a UK university is at Queens University Belfast[image: External link]. This is a 3–4 year degree specified as being a professional doctorate[image: External link] at the doctoral qualifications level in the UK framework, sitting above the LLM and including a 30,000 word dissertation demonstrating "The creation and interpretation of new knowledge, through original research or other advanced scholarship, of a quality to satisfy peer review, extend the forefront of the discipline, and merit publication" that must be passed in order to gain the degree.[185][186]

Joint LLB/JD courses for a very limited number of students are offered by University College London[image: External link], King's College London[image: External link] and the London School of Economics[image: External link] in collaboration with Columbia University[image: External link] in the US, which is responsible for the award of the JD. These are four-year undergraduate courses leading to the award of both a British LLB and a US JD.[187][188][189]

Both the University of Southampton[image: External link] and the University of Surrey[image: External link] offer two-year graduate-entry LLBs described as "JD Pathway" degrees, which are aimed particularly at Canadian students.[190][191]
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 In academia




As a professional doctorate, the Juris Doctor is the degree that prepares the recipient to enter the law profession (as do the M.D.[image: External link] or D.O.[image: External link] in the medical profession and the D.D.S[image: External link] in the dental profession). While the J.D. is the sole degree necessary to become a professor of law or to obtain a license to practice law, it (like the M.D. or D.D.S.) is not a "research degree".[192] Research degrees in the study of law include the Master of Laws[image: External link] (LL.M.), which ordinarily requires the J.D. as a prerequisite,[193] and the Doctor of Juridical Science[image: External link] (S.J.D./J.S.D.), which ordinarily requires the LL.M. as a prerequisite.[193] However, the American Bar Association[image: External link] has issued a Council Statement,[194] advising law schools that the J.D. should be considered equivalent to the Ph.D.[image: External link] for educational employment purposes. Accordingly, while most law professors are required to conduct original writing and research in order to be awarded tenure, the majority have a J.D. as their highest degree. Research in 2015 showed an increasing trend toward hiring professors with both J.D. and Ph.D. degrees, particularly at more highly ranked schools.[195] Some international commentators have called the Council Statement "self-seeking and egocentric", pointing out that it illogically compares the J.D. only to the taught component of the US Ph.D., ignoring the research and dissertation components.[196]

The United States Department of Education and the National Science Foundation[image: External link] do not include the J.D. or other professional doctorates among the degrees that are equivalent to research doctorates.[197] Among legal degrees, they accord this status only to the Doctor of Juridical Science degree.[197] In Europe, the European Research Council[image: External link] follows a similar policy, stating that a first professional degree carrying the title "doctor" is not considered equivalent to a PhD.[198] The Dutch and Portuguese National Academic Recognition Information Centres[image: External link] both classify the US J.D. (along with other first professional degrees) as equivalent to a master's degree,[199][200] although the National Qualifications Authority of Ireland states with respect to US practice that "The '1st professional degree' is a first degree, not a graduate degree even though it incorporates the word 'doctor' in the title"[201] and Commonwealth[image: External link] countries also often consider the US J.D. equivalent to a bachelor's degree.[202] The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services[image: External link] has advised that while the J.D. is probably not at the same level as a Ph.D., it is "equivalent to, if not higher than, a master's degree".[203]
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 Use of the title "Doctor"




It has long been the custom in the U.S. that holders of J.D.s are not addressed as "doctor". It was noted in the 1920s, when the title was widely used by people with doctorates (even those that, at the time, were undergraduate qualifications) and others, that the J.D. stood out from other doctorates in this respect.[204] This continues to be the case in general today.[205]

In the late 1960s the rising number of American law schools awarding J.D.s led to debate over whether lawyers could ethically use the title "Doctor". Initial informal ethics opinions, based on the Canons of Professional Ethics then in force, came down against this.[206][207] These were then reinforced with a full ethics opinion that maintained the ban on using the title in legal practice as a form of self-laudation (except when dealing with countries where the use of "Doctor" by lawyers was standard practice), but allowed the use of the title in academia "if the school of graduation thinks of the J.D. degree as a doctor's degree".[208] These opinions led to further debate.[209][210] The introduction of the new Code of Professional Responsibility in 1969 seemed to settle the question – in states where this was adopted – in favour of allowing the use of the title.[211] There was some dispute over whether only the Ph.D.-level Doctor of Juridical Science[image: External link] should properly be seen as granting the title,[212] but ethics opinions made it clear that the new Code allowed J.D.-holders to be called "Doctor", while reaffirming that the older Canons did not.[213]

As not all state bars adopted the new Code, and some omitted the clause permitting the use of the title, confusion over whether lawyers could ethically use the title "Doctor" continued.[214] While many state bars now allow the use of the title, some prohibit its use where there is any chance of confusing the public about a lawyer's actual qualifications (e.g. if the public might be left with the impression that the lawyer is also a medical doctor).[215] There has been discussion on whether it is permissible in some other limited instances. For example, in June 2006 the Florida Bar Board of Governors ruled that a lawyer could refer to himself as a "doctor en leyes" (doctor in laws) in a Spanish-language advertisement, reversing an earlier decision.[216] The decision was reversed again in July 2006, when the board voted to only allow the names of degrees to appear in the language used on the diploma, without translation.[217]

The Wall Street Journal[image: External link] notes specifically in its stylebook that "Lawyers, despite their J.D. degrees, aren't called doctor", although the title is used (if preferred) for Ph.D.s and M.D.s.[218] Many other newspapers reserve the title for physicians[219] or do not use titles at all.[220] In 2011, Mother Jones[image: External link] published an article claiming that Michele Bachmann[image: External link] was misrepresenting her qualifications by using the "bogus" title Dr. based on her J.D. They later amended the article to note that the use of the title by lawyers "is a (begrudgingly) accepted practice in some states and not in others", although they maintained that it was rarely used as it "suggests that you're a medical doctor or a Ph.D.—and therefore conveys a false level of expertise".[221]
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 See also





	
Bachelor of Civil Law[image: External link] (B.C.L., LL.B., or LL.L.)

	
Bachelor of Laws[image: External link] (LL.B)

	
Doctor of Canon Law[image: External link] (J.C.D.)

	
Doctor of Juridical Science[image: External link] (J.S.D. or S.J.D.)

	
Doctor of Laws[image: External link] (LL.D)

	Master of Arts in Applied Legal Studies

	
Master of Laws[image: External link] (LL.M)

	Legal education[image: External link]

	Admission to practice law[image: External link]

	Accelerated JD program[image: External link]

	Law degree[image: External link]

	
Law school in the United States[image: External link]—describes general characteristics of the J.D. curriculum in the U.S.

	Lawyer[image: External link]
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Clinton Family






This article is about the family related to Bill Clinton. For other Clinton families, see Clinton[image: External link].

The Clinton family is a prominent American political family[image: External link] related to Bill Clinton, the 42nd President of the United States, and his wife Hillary Clinton. Their immediate family was the First Family of the United States from 1993 to 2001. In 2016, Hillary Clinton became the first female presidential nominee from a major political party in United States history. The Clintons (Bill and Hillary) are the first married couple, each to be nominated for president.[1]
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Bill Clinton's father, William Jefferson Blythe Jr. (February 27, 1918 – May 17, 1946), was a traveling heavy equipment salesman who died in a car crash three months before Bill was born.[2] Blythe was born as one of nine children to William Jefferson Blythe Sr. (1884–1935), a poor farmer in Sherman[image: External link], Texas[image: External link], and his wife, the former Lou Birchie Ayers (1893–1946). He was of English[image: External link] and Scots[image: External link] descent, with family lines in North America since the days of the thirteen colonies[image: External link].[3]

Blythe was married four times. He married for the first time in December 1935, and the bride was Virginia Adele Gash; they were divorced only thirteen months later. Although no child was born to the couple during their marriage, they later had a son together. After the divorce, Virginia moved to California[image: External link] and married first a man named Coffelt, then a man named Charles Ritzenthaler. However, she and Blythe remained friends, and she visited him on occasion. A son was conceived during these visits, and Henry Leon Blythe was born in Sherman, Texas[image: External link], on June 17, 1938, some eighteen months after his parents had been divorced. Henry's parents lost touch with each other when he was an infant, after his father briefly married and divorced his mother's sister, and he never knew his biological father or paternal siblings. Later in life, Henry Leon Blythe took the name "Henry Leon Ritzenthaler" in honor of a step-father. He ran several small businesses in Paradise, California[image: External link], including a janitorial business, and died in 2009. He was unaware of his connection to the future president until the presidential campaign of 1992, when a Washington Post[image: External link] investigation, based on birth registry records, revealed details of Bill Clinton's family. Ritzenthaler met his half-brother for the first time around that time, and the physical resemblance between them was remarked upon.[4]

Blythe's second marriage happened in December 1940 when, nearly four years after his divorce from Virginia Adele Gash, Blythe married her sister, Minnie Faye Gash. This marriage was annulled only four months later, in April 1941, and there were no children. Barely days after the annulment, in May 3, 1941, Blythe married again. His third wife was Wanetta Ellen Alexander of Kansas City, Missouri[image: External link]. Wanetta gave birth to Blythe's daughter on May 11, 1941, exactly eight days after their wedding. She had become pregnant with Blythe's child even before he had married Minnie Faye Gash in December 1940. The daughter thus born to Wanetta and Blythe is Sharon Lee Blythe Pettijohn, who is still alive in 2016. Blythe and Wanetta were formally divorced three years later, in April 1944. They lost touch immediately afterwards; Wanetta, who eventually settled in Tucson, Arizona[image: External link], had no inkling of Blythe's subsequent history until the presidential campaign of 1992 and the Washington Post story. Upon seeing old photographs of Bill Clinton's father flashed on TV, Wanetta "swears on a stack of Bibles ...... that that was the man she was married to" said her son-in-law Bob Pettijohn, Sharon Lee Blythe Pettijohn's husband.

Blythe's divorce from Wanetta Alexander was granted by court in April 1944. Seven months before that, in September 1943, Blythe had already "married" Virginia Dell Cassidy of Bodcaw, Arkansas[image: External link]. Blythe and Cassidy remained married until his death in May 1946, which happened in a car crash. On August 19, 1946, three months after Blythe's death, Cassidy gave birth to their only child, the future Bill Clinton. Cassidy had no knowledge of Blythe's previous marriages until decades later.[5]
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Bill Clinton's mother, Virginia Dell Cassidy (later Virginia Dell Blythe Clinton Dwire Kelley), was born in Bodcaw, Arkansas on June 6, 1923. She was the only child of James Eldridge Cassidy (1898–1957), a grocer, by his wife Edith Grisham Cassidy (1901–1968), a nurse anesthetist. Bill Clinton's father, William J. Blythe, was her first husband, and she married him in September 1943, when she was 20 and he was 33 years old. On the day of their wedding, Blythe was still legally married to his third wife Wanetta; his divorce from her was finalized only in April the following year. However, Cassidy may not have known of this circumstance at that time, and certainly did not know of Blythe's first two marriages until decades after his death. After Blythe died, she moved back with her parents, gave birth to a son three months later, and named him William Jefferson Blythe III in honor of his paternal grandfather. This was the future Bill Clinton.

In 1950, four years after Blythe's death, the young widow married car salesman Roger Clinton Sr. (July 23, 1908 – November 8, 1967). Roger was born in Yell County, Arkansas[image: External link], in July 1908 to Allen W. Clinton (August 26, 1880 – June 14, 1965) and Eula Cornwell Clinton (May 29, 1882 – October 10, 1975).[6] The marriage produced one child, the actor and musician Roger Clinton Jr., who was born in 1956 and is the only one of Bill Clinton's siblings to have been raised with him and have a close relationship with him. In 1962, Roger and Virginia Clinton suffered a crisis in their marriage; they got divorced and then remarried in quick succession within that year. At this time, the 16-year-old William Jefferson Blythe III officially adopted his step-father's surname as his own and took the name William Jefferson Clinton. Roger Clinton died in 1967 after seventeen years of marriage.

In January 3, 1969, only one year after Roger Clinton's death, his widow married for the third time. Her groom, Jeff Dwire (June 6, 1923 – August 1974), was the same age as she, and had three daughters by a previous marriage. After briefly serving in the military, he had worked as a carpenter, a hairdresser, a judo[image: External link] teacher and a football coach, and had run a string of small businesses, including building houses, dealing in oil-well equipment and selling financial securities. What alarmed Virginia's family and friends was the fact that he had served nine months in prison during 1962 for stock fraud. However, Bill Clinton was supportive of the new man in his mother's life; he served as Best Man and also played and sang at the wedding reception. The marriage, which produced no children, lasted until Dwire died in August 1974 from complications arising from diabetes[image: External link].

In January 1982, Virginia Dwire married for the fourth and last time to Richard Kelley[image: External link]. This marriage, which produced no children, lasted until Virginia's death from breast cancer on January 6, 1994. In later life, Virginia was insistent that all official documents refer to her by her full and chosen name, "Virginia Dell Blythe Clinton Dwire Kelley."
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 Family of Chelsea Clinton




Bill and Hillary Clinton's daughter Chelsea Victoria Clinton was born on February 27, 1980, in Little Rock, Pulaski County, Arkansas[image: External link], while her father was Governor of Arkansas[image: External link]. On July 31, 2010, Clinton and investment banker Marc Mezvinsky[image: External link] were married in an interfaith ceremony[image: External link] in Rhinebeck, New York[image: External link].[7] Mezvinsky (born December 15, 1977) is the son of former members of Congress Marjorie Margolies-Mezvinsky[image: External link] and Edward Mezvinsky[image: External link], and was raised in the Conservative Jewish[image: External link] tradition.[8] The senior Clintons and Mezvinskys were friends in the 1990s and their children met on a Renaissance Weekend[image: External link] retreat in Hilton Head Island, South Carolina[image: External link].[8] They first were reported to be a couple in 2005, and became engaged over Thanksgiving[image: External link] weekend in 2009.[9] Following their wedding, the couple lived for three years in New York City's Gramercy Park[image: External link] neighborhood,[10] later purchasing a condominium in the NoMad[image: External link] District of Manhattan for $10.5 million.[11] Clinton announced in April 2014 that they were expecting their first child.[12] Their daughter Charlotte Clinton Mezvinsky, was born September 2014,[13] and their son Aidan Clinton Mezvinsky, was born in June 2016.[14][15] Shortly after Aidan was born, the family moved to the nearby Flatiron District[image: External link].[16] Chelsea Clinton worked as an NBC[image: External link] reporter and currently works with the Clinton Foundation.[17]
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 Pets




See also: Dear Socks, Dear Buddy


While living in the White House the Clintons had two pets: a cat named Socks and a dog named Buddy. Socks, born about 1989, was adopted by the Clintons in 1991.[18] The cat was left under the care of Bill Clinton's secretary Betty Currie, residing with her until Socks' death on February 20, 2009, euthanized due to cancer of the jaw.[19] Buddy, a Labrador Retriever[image: External link] born on August 7, 1997, was acquired by the Clintons on December 5, 1997. Buddy was named after Clinton's late great uncle Henry Oren Grisham, nicknamed "Buddy". The Clintons kept Buddy after they left the White House in January 2001 however the dog was hit by a car on January 2, 2002, and died.[20] The two pets were reported to not get along.[21] Clinton adopted a new dog in 2005, whom he named Seamus.[22]
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 Offices held




Bill Clinton


	
Attorney General of Arkansas[image: External link] (January 1977 – January 1979)

	
Governor of Arkansas[image: External link] (January 1979 – January 1981; January 1983 – December 1992)

	
President of the United States (January 1993 – January 2001)



Hillary Clinton


	
First Lady of Arkansas[image: External link] (January 1979 – January 1981; January 1983 – December 1992)

	
First Lady of the United States (January 1993 – January 2001)

	
United States Senator from New York (January 2001 – January 2009)

	
United States Secretary of State (January 2009 – February 2013)



Clinton was the third female Secretary of State and the first former First Lady to hold political office. In addition, she was the runner-up for Democratic primary for president in 2008 and was the Democratic nominee in 2016[image: External link].
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Electoral history of Bill Clinton






Electoral history of Bill Clinton, 42nd President of the United States (1993–2001); 40th and 42nd Governor of Arkansas[image: External link] (1979–1981 and 1983–1992).
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 Congressional races




Arkansas 3rd congressional district[image: External link], 1974 (Democratic primary)


	
Bill Clinton - 59,697 (43.60%)

	
Gene Rainwater - 36,145 (26.40%)

	
David Stewart - 34,959 (25.53%)

	
James A. Scanlon - 6,121 (4.47%)



Arkansas 3rd congressional district[image: External link], 1974 (Democratic primary runoff)


	
Bill Clinton - 37,788 (68.96%)

	
Gene Rainwater - 17,011 (31.04%)



Arkansas 3rd congressional district[image: External link], 1974


	
John Paul Hammerschmidt (R) (inc.) - 89,324 (51.83%)

	
Bill Clinton (D) - 83,030 (48.17%)
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 Statewide races in Arkansas




Arkansas Attorney General, 1976 (Democratic primary):[1]


	
Bill Clinton - 56%

	
George Jernigan - 25%

	
Clarence Cash - 19%



Arkansas Attorney General, 1976


	
Bill Clinton (D) - elected unopposed



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1978 (Democratic primary)


	
Bill Clinton - 341,118 (59.55%)

	
Joe Woodward - 123,674 (21.59%)

	
Frank Lady - 76,026 (13.27%)

	
Randall Mathis - 26,096 (4.56%)

	
Monroe Schwarzlose - 5,898 (1.03%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1978


	
Bill Clinton (D) - 335,101 (63.36%)

	
Lynn Lowe (R) - 193,746 (36.64%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1980 (Democratic primary)


	
Bill Clinton (inc.) - 306,735 (68.87%)

	
Monroe Schwarzlose - 138,660 (31.13%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1980


	
Frank D. White (R) - 435,684 (51.93%)

	
Bill Clinton (D) (inc.) - 403,241 (48.07%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1982 (Democratic primary)


	
Bill Clinton - 236,961 (41.78%)

	
Joe Purcell - 166,066 (29.28%)

	
Jim Guy Tucker[image: External link] - 129,362 (22.81%)

	
Kim Hendren[image: External link] - 21,829 (3.85%)

	
Monroe Schwarzlose - 12,907 (2.28%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1982 (Democratic primary runoff)


	
Bill Clinton - 239,209 (53.69%)

	
Joe Purcell - 206,358 (46.31%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1982


	
Bill Clinton (D) - 431,855 (54.71%)

	
Frank D. White (R) (inc.) - 357,496 (45.29%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1984 (Democratic primary)


	
Bill Clinton (inc.) - 317,577 (64.46%)

	
Lonnie Turner - 119,266 (24.21%)

	
Kermit Moss - 31,727 (6.44%)

	
Monroe Schwarzlose - 24,116 (4.90%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1984


	
Bill Clinton (D) (inc.) - 554,561 (62.55%)

	
Woody Freeman (R) - 331,987 (37.45%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1986 (Democratic primary)


	
Bill Clinton (inc.) - 315,397 (60.58%)

	
Orval E. Faubus[image: External link] - 174,402 (33.50%)

	
W. Dean Goldsby - 30,829 (5.92%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1986


	
Bill Clinton (D) (inc.) - 439,882 (63.89%)

	
Frank D. White (R) - 248,427 (36.08%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1990 (Democratic primary)


	
Bill Clinton (inc.) - 269,329 (54.84%)

	
Tom McRae[image: External link] - 190,887 (38.87%)

	
Joe Holmes[image: External link] - 9,659 (1.97%)

	
Jerry Tolliver - 8,629 (1.76%)

	
Cyrus Young - 4,301 (0.88%)



Arkansas gubernatorial election, 1990


	
Bill Clinton (D) (inc.) - 400,386 (57.49%)

	
Sheffield Nelson[image: External link] (R) - 295,925 (42.49%)
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 Presidential elections




Democratic Party presidential primaries, 1992[image: External link]


	
Bill Clinton - 10,482,411 (52.01%)

	
Jerry Brown - 4,071,232 (20.20%)

	
Paul Tsongas - 3,656,010 (18.14%)

	
Unpledged - 750,873 (3.73%)

	
Bob Kerrey - 318,457 (1.58%)

	
Tom Harkin - 280,304 (1.39%)

	
Lyndon LaRouche - 154,599 (0.77%)

	
Eugene McCarthy - 108,678 (0.54%)

	
Charles Woods - 88,948 (0.44%)

	
Larry Agran - 58,611 (0.29%)

	
Ross Perot - 54,755 (0.27%)

	
Ralph Nader - 35,935 (0.18%)

	
Louis Stokes[image: External link] - 29,983 (0.15%)

	
Angus Wheeler McDonald - 9,900 (0.05%)

	
J. Louis McAlpine - 7,911 (0.04%)

	
George W. Benns - 7,887 (0.04%)

	
Rufus T. Higginbotham - 7,705 (0.04%)

	
Tom Howard Hawks - 7,434 (0.04%)

	
Stephen Bruke - 5,261 (0.03%)

	
Tom Laughin - 5,202 (0.03%)

	
Tom Shiekman - 4,965 (0.03%)

	
Jeffrey F. Marsh - 2,445 (0.01%)

	
George Ballard - 2,067 (0.01%)

	
Ray Rollinson - 1,206 (0.01%)

	
Leonora Fulani[image: External link] - 402 (0.00%)

	
Douglas Wilder - 240 (0.00%)



See also: New Hampshire Democratic primary, 1992[image: External link]


1992 Democratic National Convention


	
Bill Clinton - 3,372 (80.27%)

	
Jerry Brown - 596 (14.19%)

	
Paul Tsongas - 209 (4.98%)

	
Robert P. Casey[image: External link] - 10 (0.24%)

	
Patricia Schroeder[image: External link] - 8 (0.19%)

	
Larry Agran - 3 (0.07%)

	
Ron Daniels - 1 (0.02%)

	
Al Gore - 1 (0.02%)

	
Joe Simonetta 1 (0.02%)



United States presidential election, 1992[image: External link]


	
Bill Clinton/Al Gore (D) - 44,909,806 (43.0%) and 370 electoral votes (32 states and D.C. carried)

	
George H. W. Bush/Dan Quayle (R) (inc.) - 39,104,550 (37.4%) and 168 electoral votes (18 states carried)

	
Ross Perot/James Stockdale (I) - 19,743,821 (18.9%)

	
Andre Marrou/Nancy Lord (Libertarian) - 290,087 (0.3%)

	
Bo Gritz/Cy Minett (Populist) - 106,152 (0.1%)

	
Lenora Fulani/Maria Muñoz (New Alliance) - 73,622 (0.07%)

	
Howard Phillips/Albion Knight, Jr.[image: External link] (Taxpayers) - 43,369 (0.04%)

	Others - 152,516 (0.13%)



Democratic Party presidential primaries, 1996


	
Bill Clinton (inc.) - 9,706,802 (88.98%)

	
Lyndon LaRouche - 596,422 (5.47%)

	Unpledged - 411,270 (3.77%)



1996 Democratic National Convention


	
Bill Clinton (inc.) - 4,277 (99.72%)

	Abstaining - 12 (0.28%)



United States presidential election, 1996[image: External link]


	
Bill Clinton/Al Gore (D) (inc.) - 47,402,357 (49.2%) and 379 electoral votes (31 states and D.C. carried)

	
Bob Dole/Jack Kemp (R) - 39,198,755 (40.7%) and 159 electoral votes (19 states carried)

	
Ross Perot/Pat Choate (Reform) - 8,085,402 (8.4%)

	
Ralph Nader/Winona LaDuke (Green) - 685,297 (0.7%)

	
Harry Browne/Jo Jorgensen (Libertarian) - 485,798 (0.5%)

	
Howard Phillips/Herbert Titus (Taxpayers) - 184,820 (0.2%)

	
John Hagelin/Michael Tompkins[image: External link] (Natural Law) - 113,670 (0.1%)

	Others - 121,534 (0.1%)
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Bill Clinton sexual misconduct Allegations






Bill Clinton, the 42nd[image: External link] President of the United States (1993–2001), has been publicly accused of sexual misconduct[image: External link] by three women. Apart from these three accusers, many other women have accused Clinton of consensual adultery.

Juanita Broaddrick accused Clinton of rape[image: External link]; Kathleen Willey accused Clinton of groping her without consent; and Paula Jones accused Clinton of exposing himself and sexually harassing her. Charges of sexual misconduct somewhat gained heightened publicity during Hillary Clinton's 2016 presidential campaign[image: External link]. In addition to these accusers, several other women have accused Clinton of consensual adultery[image: External link].

Of all the allegations made against him regarding his sexual history, Clinton has only admitted extramarital relationships with Monica Lewinsky and Gennifer Flowers. Through his representatives, he has responded to the allegations by attempting to discredit the credibility of the accusers, noting that (in the case of Broaddrick and Willey) they previously testified, under oath, that Clinton never made unwanted advances. Several witnesses close to Willey and Jones state that the two women described their encounter with Clinton as consensual.

The three accusers, Willey, Broaddrick and Jones, reemerged in the 2016 U.S. presidential campaign[image: External link] as critics of Hillary Clinton (accusing her of enabling her husband's alleged sexual assault) and as supporters of Republican nominee Donald Trump, who himself was also facing sexual assault allegations during the campaign[image: External link]. They appeared as debate guests at the second 2016 presidential debate, alongside Kathy Shelton[image: External link] (who as a minor was raped by a man Hillary Clinton represented as a public defender), and referenced Bill Clinton in pre-debate statements. They also defended Trump from accusations of sexual misconduct arising from comments Trump made in a leaked video tape.
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 Juanita Broaddrick




In a 1999 episode of Dateline NBC[image: External link], former Bill Clinton volunteer Juanita Broaddrick alleged that, in the late 1970s, Clinton raped her in her hotel room. According to Broaddrick, she agreed to meet with Clinton for coffee in the lobby of her hotel, but Clinton asked if they could go to her room to avoid a crowd of reporters; she agreed. Once Clinton had isolated her in her hotel room, Broaddrick states that he raped her. Broaddrick stated Clinton injured her lip by biting it during the assault.[1][2] In 1999, Clinton denied Broaddrick's allegations through his lawyer.

Supporters of Clinton have questioned her account by noting that Broaddrick continued to support Clinton, and appear at public events on his behalf, weeks after the alleged rape, along with the fact that Broaddrick stated that she couldn't remember the exact date the alleged incident occurred.[3] In addition, Broaddrick had once signed a deposition, under oath, stating that no sexual contact had occurred with Bill Clinton; although she subsequently stated that she had made this claim because "I didn't want to be forced to testify about the most horrific event of my life."[4][5] In 1999, Slate magazine published an inconclusive piece on whether Broaddrick was telling the truth.[6] She was then subpoenaed but denied under oath that Clinton had raped her, in order, she later said[by whom?[image: External link]], to protect her privacy, her husband and her horse-farm business. During the Clinton impeachment proceedings, Broaddrick changed course and publicly alleged the President had raped her to ABC news. She stated that in 1978 that she revealed the alleged assault to five intimates, and that they advised her not to cause trouble for herself by going public.

Broaddrick's allegations resurfaced in the 2016 presidential campaign. In various media interviews, Broaddrick stated that Clinton raped her and that Hillary Clinton knew about it, and tried to threaten Broaddrick into remaining silent. She said that she started giving some interviews in 2015 because Hillary Clinton's statement that victims of sexual assault should be believed angered her.[7] In 2016, she spoke out, together with Clinton's two other accusers (Paula Jones and Kathleen Willey), in favor of Donald Trump's campaign. The women defended Trump against his own allegations of sexual misconduct[image: External link], which arose from leaked audio recordings in which he is alleged to have condoned sexual assault. They also criticized Hillary Clinton for enabling her husband's alleged abuse.
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 Paula Jones




According to Paula Jones' account, on May 8, 1991, she was escorted to Clinton's hotel room in Little Rock, Arkansas[8] where he propositioned and exposed himself to her. She claimed she kept quiet about the incident until 1994, when a David Brock story in the American Spectator[image: External link] magazine printed an account. In any case, in 1994, Jones filed a federal lawsuit against Clinton, alleging sexual harassment. In the discovery stage[image: External link] of the suit, Jones's lawyers had the opportunity to question Clinton under oath about his sexual history; in the course of this testimony, Clinton denied having had a sexual affair with Monica Lewinsky, a denial that (once his affair with Lewinsky was exposed) would lead to his impeachment for perjury and obstruction of justice.[9]

Several witnesses disputed Jones's account, including her sister and brother-in-law. These witnesses contended that she had described her encounter with Clinton as "happy" and "gentle." In addition, Jones had claimed to friends that Clinton had a particular deformity on his penis, a claim that was revealed to be false by investigators.[10]

In April 1998, the case was dismissed by Republican Judge Susan Webber Wright as lacking legal merit.[11] But Jones appealed Webber Wright's ruling, and her suit gained traction following Clinton's admission to having an affair with Monica Lewinsky in August 1998.[12] (This admission indicated that Clinton may have lied under oath when he testified, in the Jones case, that he had never had a sexual relationship with Lewinsky.)

On appeal, in the midst of his trial for impeachment based on his testimony in the Jones case, Clinton was faced with the prospect of having to go under oath again and testify more about his sexual history. Instead, Clinton agreed to an out-of-court settlement, paying Jones and her lawyers $850,000 to drop the suit; the vast majority of this money was used to pay Jones's legal fees.[13] Clinton's lawyer said that the President made the settlement only so he could end the lawsuit for good and move on with his life.[14]

In 2016, she spoke out, together with Clinton's two other accusers (Juanita Broaddrick and Kathleen Willey), in favor of Donald Trump's campaign. The women defended Trump against his own allegations of sexual misconduct[image: External link], which arose from leaked audio recordings in which he is alleged to have condoned sexual assault. They also criticized Hillary Clinton for enabling her husband's alleged abuse.
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 Kathleen Willey




In 1998, Kathleen Willey alleged Clinton groped her without consent in the White House Oval Office in 1993.[15] Kenneth Starr granted her immunity for her testimony in his separate inquiry.[16][17]

Linda Tripp, the Clinton Administration staffer who secretly taped her phone conversations with Monica Lewinsky in order to expose the latter's affair with the President, testified under oath that Willey's sexual contact with President Clinton in 1993 was consensual, that Willey had been flirting with the President, and that Willey was happy and excited following her 1993 encounter with Clinton.[18] Six other friends of Willey confirmed Tripp's account, that Willey had sought a sexual relationship with the President.[19] Ken Starr, who had deposed Willey in the course of investigating the sexual history of President Clinton, determined that she had lied under oath repeatedly to his investigators. Starr and his team therefore concluded that there was insufficient evidence to pursue her allegations further. In 2007 Willey published a book about her experiences with the Clintons.[20]

In 2016, she spoke out, together with Clinton's two other accusers (Paula Jones and Juanita Broaddrick), in favor of Donald Trump's campaign. The women defended Trump against his own allegations of sexual misconduct[image: External link], which arose from leaked audio recordings in which he is alleged to have condoned sexual assault. They also criticized Hillary Clinton for enabling her husband's alleged abuse.
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 Joy Behar controversy




Two decades after most of the events in question, on the U.S. television program The View[image: External link] co-host Joy Behar[image: External link] referred to Bill Clinton's accusers as " tramps[image: External link]." Behar apologized for the sexual slur[image: External link] shortly afterwards.[21][22][23][24]
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 Related books




Several books have been published related to these incidents. These are:


	
High Crimes and Misdemeanors: The Case Against Bill Clinton[image: External link] (1998) by Ann Coulter[image: External link]


	
No One Left to Lie To: The Triangulations of William Jefferson Clinton[image: External link] (1999) by Christopher Hitchens


	
Our President/Their Scandal: The Role of the British Press in Keeping the Clinton Scandals Alive[image: External link] (1999) By Michael Goldfarb and Shorenstein Fellow

	
The Hunting of the President[image: External link] (2000) by Joe Conason and Gene Lyons


	
Their Lives: The Women Targeted by the Clinton Machine[image: External link] (2005) by Candice E. Jackson

	
The Clintons’ War on Women (2015) by Roger Stone[image: External link], ISBN 978-1510706781[image: External link]
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The presidency of Bill Clinton began on January 20, 1993 at noon Eastern Standard Time[image: External link], when Bill Clinton was inaugurated[image: External link] as President of the United States, and ended on January 20, 2001. His running mate, Al Gore, took office as Vice President on the same day. Clinton, a Democrat[image: External link], took office after defeating Republican[image: External link] incumbent[image: External link] President George H. W. Bush and Independent businessman Ross Perot in the 1992 presidential election[image: External link]. Four years later, he defeated Perot and Republican Bob Dole to win a second term. During both elections, Clinton ran as a New Democrat, and many of his administration's policy proposals reflected his centrist, Third Way thinking. The 42nd[image: External link] United States[image: External link] president, he was the first president elected after the end of the Cold War[image: External link], the first Baby Boomer to become president, and also the first Democrat since Franklin D. Roosevelt to serve two full terms. He was succeeded in office by Republican George W. Bush, who won the 2000 presidential election[image: External link].

The nation experienced an extended period of economic prosperity[image: External link] during the Clinton presidency. Months into his first term, he signed the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993, which raised taxes and set the stage for future budget surpluses. He also signed into law the North American Free Trade Agreement, a trade pact negotiated by President George H. W. Bush among the United States, Canada, and Mexico. His most ambitious legislative initiative, a plan to provide universal health care[image: External link], never received a vote in Congress after strong lobbying from opponents such as the American Medical Association. Clinton's party suffered a strong rebuke in the 1994 elections[image: External link], and Republicans took control of both houses of Congress for the first time since the 1950s. The "Republican Revolution," as the 1994 elections came to be known, empowered Congressional Republicans led by Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich to propose several conservative policies. While Clinton vetoed many of these policies, he also signed some, including the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act. After disagreements with Congressional Republicans led to two shutdowns of the federal government between 1995 and 1996[image: External link]. In foreign policy, Clinton's first term saw American interventions in Haiti and the Balkans[image: External link] and an emphasis on the peace processes in the Arab-Israeli Conflict[image: External link] and Ireland[image: External link]. Clinton also appointed two Supreme Court Justices: Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Stephen Breyer.

Clinton's second term saw the first federal budget surpluses since the 1960s, but this was partially overshadowed by his impeachment in 1998. His impeachment arose after he denied having an affair with a White House intern, Monica Lewinsky. Though the House of Representatives voted to impeach Clinton, he was acquitted of all charges by the Senate. In 1997, Clinton signed into law a bill creating the State Children's Health Insurance Program, which was to help provide health care coverage for millions of children. In 1999, he signed the Gramm–Leach–Bliley Act, which allowed for the consolidation of investment banks[image: External link], commercial banks, and insurance companies[image: External link]. In foreign policy, Clinton launched a major bombing campaign in the Balkans, which led to the creation of a United Nations protectorate in Kosovo[image: External link]. Clinton also pursued numerous trade agreements, most notably with China[image: External link], which joined the World Trade Organization[image: External link] shortly after Clinton left office.

Since the end of his presidency, historians and political scientists have tended to rank Clinton as an "average" to "above average" president. A 2014 survey of 162 members of the American Political Science Association’s Presidents and Executive Politics section ranked Clinton ninth among the 43 individuals who had at that time been president, immediately beneath Eisenhower[image: External link] and above Andrew Jackson.[1]
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In the 1992 presidential election[image: External link], Clinton defeated incumbent Republican president George H.W. Bush[image: External link] to become the first Democratic president since Jimmy Carter[image: External link] left office in 1981. Clinton took office with Democratic majorities in both houses, and attempted to pass an ambitious health care reform bill. Republicans took control of both houses of Congress in 1994 and retained that control[image: External link] throughout Clinton's presidency, but Clinton won reelection in 1996[image: External link]. The administration had a mixed record on taxes and produced the first federal budget surpluses since 1969, for fiscal years 1998, 1999, 2000, and 2001,[2] leading to a decrease in the public debt (though the gross federal debt continued to increase).[3][4][5] Clinton supported the North American Free Trade Agreement, a major free trade agreement[image: External link] with Canada[image: External link] and Mexico[image: External link], and he signed the agreement into law in 1994. His presidency saw the passage of welfare reform in Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act which ended Aid to Families with Dependent Children[image: External link] and reduced the number of welfare programs,[6] which received support from both political parties. He also signed the reversal of the Glass-Steagall Act[image: External link], an act which was designed to prevent financial institutions from getting too big to fail[image: External link].[7] He also signed the Commodity Futures Modernization Act which legalized over-the-counter[image: External link] derivatives[image: External link].[8]

Socially, the administration began with efforts by Clinton to allow gays[image: External link] and lesbians[image: External link] to serve in the military, which culminated in a compromise known as "Don't ask, don't tell", allowing (at a statutory level) gays and lesbians to serve in the military if they did not disclose their sexual orientation. The policy remained in effect until it was repealed in 2010. Clinton became the first President to appoint open gays to his Administration, issued executive orders ending the ban on security clearance for LGBT workers[9] and banning any job discrimination based on sexual orientation in civilian public sector employment[10] (he unsuccessfully lobbied for the private sector Employment Non-Discrimination Act), and dramatically increased federal funding for HIV/AIDS prevention[image: External link]- research[image: External link]- treatment[image: External link]. However Clinton also signed the Defense of Marriage Act; while it came to his desk with a veto-proof majority, Clinton's failure to veto DOMA was considered by many to be a blow to the LGBT rights movement[image: External link].[11] Various measures were also introduced to improve the effectiveness of the social safety net[image: External link], including an increase in the number of child care places, a significant expansion of the EITC program, and the introduction of new programs such as SCHIP[image: External link] and a child tax credit.[12]

The 1993 Family and Medical Leave Act, the first law that Clinton signed, ensured parents could take up to 12 weeks of unpaid leave to care for a newborn or a sick relative without risking their job. Over the next eight years, more than 35 million workers took advantage of the protections of this law. That same year, the Earned Income Tax Credit was expanded to give a larger benefit to working families and allow childless workers to benefit as well. In 1996, Congress passed a 20% increase in the minimum wage, which boosted earnings for nearly 10 million Americans. As part of the Clinton administration’s welfare reforms, over 200,000 people on welfare received housing vouchers to help them move closer to jobs, while a welfare-to-work tax credit encouraged businesses to hire long-term welfare recipients.[13][14] In addition, communities received federal support to design transportation solutions to help low-income workers get to work. Better housing and nutritional support was provided for low-income families, with Congress (under Clinton’s watch) increasing federal support for several critical nutritional and housing support programs. The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children went from average annual funding levels of $2.7 billion in the eight years before Clinton took office to $3.9 billion under his presidency, while the Food Stamp program went from an average of $21.3 billion a year to $24.9 billion. In terms of housing, funding for federal housing assistance grew from an average of $20.4 billion a year in the eight years before Clinton’s term to an average of $29 billion a year during his presidency. In 1993, AmeriCorps was established, a community service program that provided young people with an opportunity to serve their communities and earn money for college or skills training. In just five years, nearly 200,000 young people were enrolled in the program. In 1997, a child tax credit was introduced that directly reduced a family’s income tax bill by $500 per eligible child. In addition, federal funding for the Head Start program rose from $3.3 billion (in constant 2000 dollars) to $5.3 billion in 2000.[15]

Additionally, greater funds were allocated to education. Federal funding for primary and secondary education rose from an average of $8.5 billion (in the eight years before Clinton's inauguration) to $11.1 billion. This increase was supported by the Improving America’s Schools Act, which reauthorized the Elementary and Secondary Education Act to improve accountability in schools by helping low-income students and allowing for the incorporation of technology into curricula so every student could benefit from the technological revolution. Federal support for higher education was expanded, with the maximum Pell Grant award increased and funding levels for student financial assistance increased by 20% by the end of Clinton’s term. Also, the 1993 Student Loan Reform Act introduced direct federal student loans, leading to lower borrowing costs for students and billions in savings for the federal government.

In 1997, two tax credits were passed to help defray the costs of higher education: the Hope Scholarship tax credit and the Lifetime Learning tax credit. Federal funding for scientific research was boosted, with funding for the National Science Foundation increased by more than 30%, and the annual budget for the Department of Energy’s Office of Science nearly doubled to $2.8 billion.[15] The GEAR UP college preparation program, launched in 1998, started to provide federal grants to high-poverty middle schools and high schools. All students within those schools were provided with services to help them succeed in school and enter college, and as of 2000-2001, 200,000 students were served by GEAR UP.[16]

The National Institutes of Health spent approximately $9 billion a year under President Reagan, but under Clinton, Congress boosted NIH funding by 40 percent to average $12.7 billion. By 2000 federal NIH funding had surpassed $15 billion a year, a 50% increase over NIH spending when Clinton first took office, and the highest level of funding ever given for research on health and disease. To increase Internet access and reduce the “digital divide”, funding for Community Technology Centers (which were located in urban and rural neighborhoods that had little or no Internet access) was tripled. Expanded Educational technology was expanded, with the amount spent on educational technology increased from $27 million in 1994 to $769 million by 2000. As part of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, “E-Rate" subsidized Internet access for schools and libraries.

Under Clinton’s direction, lenders covered under the Community Reinvestment Act stepped up their efforts, with banks and thrifts subject to CRA making $800 billion in sustainable home mortgage, small-business, and community development loans to low- and moderate-income borrowers and communities from 1993 to 1999. In 2001, the New Markets and Community Renewal initiative was passed by Congress; it invested $25 billion in new incentives for growth in low-income communities to create nine new Empowerment Zones, bringing the total created under Clinton to 40. The low-income housing tax credit was increased to build an additional 700,000 units of affordable housing, and the New Markets Tax Credit was created, which encouraged venture capital firms to support small-business startups and rural development. In addition, 40 Renewal Communities were created with targeted, pro-growth tax benefits to spur robust outside investment. As a means of creating a nationwide network of community development banks, the Treasury Department’s Community Development Financial Institutions Fund was established. By 2000, the CDFI Fund had issued $436 million in total grants, loans, equity investments, and technical assistance to local financial institutions, banks, and thrifts, which increased their community development activities by upward of $2.4 billion.[15] In 1999, the Ticket to Work and Work Incentives Improvement Act, designed to help beneficiaries of SSI who wished to work to join the workforce without losing their Medicaid benefits, was signed into law.[17]

Clinton considered himself a "New Democrat[image: External link]" and was a founding member of the Democratic Leadership Council, a centrist group of Democrats[image: External link], who promoted moderate social positions and neoliberal[image: External link] economic policies. This centrist style of government is often described as a "Third Way" between left-wing and right-wing politics, and was also adopted by Clinton's contemporary, British Prime Minister Tony Blair[image: External link]. Clinton left office with the highest end-of-office approval rating for a US president since World War II, but he was the first US president to be impeached[image: External link] since Andrew Johnson (mainly as a result of the Lewinsky scandal) and only the second in US history. Like Johnson, however, he was acquitted by the Senate.
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 Major legislation signed







	
1993


	February 5: Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993


	May 20: National Voter Registration Act of 1993[image: External link]


	August 10: Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993


	September 21: National and Community Service Trust Act of 1993 (Created the AmeriCorps program)

	November 16: Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993[image: External link]


	November 30: Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act




1994


	May 26: Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances Act[image: External link]


	September 13: Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act


	September 13: Violence Against Women Act[image: External link]


	October 20: Improving America's Schools Act of 1994[image: External link]


	October 25: Communications Assistance for Law Enforcement Act[image: External link]


	October 31: California Desert Protection Act of 1994[image: External link]




1995


	January 23: Congressional Accountability Act of 1995[image: External link]


	December 19: Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995[image: External link]


	December 29: Interstate Commerce Commission Termination Act[image: External link]




1996


	February 8: Telecommunications Act of 1996[image: External link]


	April 24: Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996[image: External link]


	May 17: Megan's Law[image: External link]


	August 3: Food Quality Protection Act of 1996[image: External link]


	August 20: Small Business Job Protection Act of 1996[image: External link]


	August 21: Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act[image: External link]


	August 22: Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act[image: External link]


	September 21: Defense of Marriage Act


	September 26: Mental Health Parity Act[image: External link]


	September 30: illegal immigration reform and immigrant responsibility act of 1996




	
1997


	August 5: Balanced Budget Act of 1997 created the state children health insurance program

	August 5: Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997[image: External link]


	November 19: Adoption and Safe Families Act




1998


	August 7: Workforce Investment Act of 1998[image: External link]


	October 31: Iraq Liberation Act


	November 3: Securities Litigation Uniform Standards Act[image: External link]




1999


	November 12: Gramm–Leach–Bliley Act


	December 14: Foster Care Independence Act




2000


	October 30: Child Citizenship Act of 2000[image: External link]


	December 21: Commodity Futures Modernization Act of 2000
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 Major legislation vetoed




See also: List of United States presidential vetoes[image: External link]



	
Private Securities Litigation Reform Act[image: External link]. The veto was overridden.
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 Initiatives





	Healthcare reform[image: External link]

	Tried to get Ehud Barak of Israel[image: External link] and Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian National Authority[image: External link], to agree to a final settlement agreement.

	Initiated the Don't ask, don't tell policy toward gays in the military, 1993.

	Reversed a ban on senior Sinn Féin[image: External link] politicians entering the U.S.

	Proposed a national challenge to end the racial divide in America, the One America Initiative.

	To prepare the United States for the possibility of decreasing greenhouse gas[image: External link] emissions, President Clinton proposed a $6.3 billion Initiative on Global Climate Change.[18]


	
Partnership for Prosperity and Security in the Caribbean[image: External link] (PPS)

	Major treatys signed. North America free trade agreement. Chemical weapons convention treaty
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 First term (1993–1997)




1993 saw the start of America's first Democratic Presidency in 12 years.[19] In his first address to the nation on February 15, 1993, Clinton announced his intention to raise taxes to cap the budget deficit.[20] On February 17, 1993, in a nationally televised address to a joint session of Congress, Clinton unveiled his economic plan. The plan focused on deficit reduction rather than a middle class tax cut, which had been high on his campaign agenda.[21] Clinton was pressured by his advisers, including future Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin, to raise taxes on the theory that a smaller federal budget deficit would reduce bond interest rates.[22] In August 1993, Clinton signed the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993, which passed Congress without a single Republican vote. It mandated deficit reduction[23] and raised taxes on the wealthiest 1.2% of taxpayers, while cutting taxes on 15 million low-income families and making tax cuts available to 90% of small businesses.[24] Clinton's economic plan also included a major expansion of the existing Earned Income Tax Credit, aimed at working-class families just above the poverty line, which helped ensure that it made sense for them to work rather than seek welfare. John F Harris, argues that "this would prove to be one of the most important and tangible progressive achievements of the Clinton years".[25]

The transition period and the first few weeks of the administration in the White House were full of difficulties and drama.[26] In particular, finding someone for the high-profile United States Attorney General[image: External link] position proved problematic. Clinton had vowed to assemble an administration that "looked like America", and it was widely assumed that one of the major cabinet posts would go to a woman;[27] Clinton soon decided that he would appoint a female Attorney General, something women's political action groups were also requesting.[28] Many administration officials reported later that Clinton initially considered nominating the First Lady Hillary Clinton, herself a prominent attorney, but anti-nepotism laws stemming from Robert F. Kennedy[image: External link]'s service in his brother's administration prohibited this.[29][30] Clinton chose little-known corporate lawyer Zoë Baird[image: External link] for the slot, but in what became known as the Nannygate matter, it was revealed that she had hired a Peruvian[image: External link] couple, both illegal immigrants[image: External link], to work in her home. The possibility of the Attorney General having employed illegal immigrants provoked common resentment among a large group of people, who flooded the United States Congress and radio programs.[31] Baird withdrew her nomination and Clinton next chose Kimba Wood[image: External link], who was quickly forced to withdraw due to somewhat similar problems. This led to over a thousand presidential appointment positions being subjected to heightened scrutiny for household help hiring practices, and a consequent significant slowdown in getting new administration positions filled.[32] Janet Reno, a Florida state's attorney[image: External link], was nominated for Attorney General a few weeks later, and she won confirmation on March 11, 1993.[33]

Clinton's attempt to fulfill his campaign promise of allowing openly gay men and lesbians serving in the armed forces was the subject of criticism.[34] His handling of the issue garnered criticism from both the left (for being too tentative in promoting gay rights[image: External link]) and the right (for being too insensitive to military life). After much debate, Congress implemented the "Don't ask, don't tell" policy, stating that homosexual men and women may serve in the military as long as their sexuality is kept secret. By 1999, Clinton said what he would "like to do is focus on making the policy we announced back in 1993 work the way it's intended to, because it's out of whack now, and I don't think any serious person could say it's not."[35] Some gay rights advocates criticized Clinton for not going far enough and accused him of making his campaign promise simply to get votes and contributions.[36][37] These advocates felt Clinton should have integrated the military by executive order, using President Truman's desegregation of the armed forces as an example. However, some believed Clinton had faced unfair blame, and that Congress deserved the criticism. In fact, on January 27, a small delegation had visited the White House and told Clinton that if he tried forcing a change by executive order, Congress would pass a bill (with a veto-proof majority) re-writing the existing policy into law.[38] Clinton's defenders argued this could make it harder to integrate the military in the future. Critics, however, said the focus should have been society instead of the military, claiming the military's goal was to defend the nation rather than become a "social Petri dish".[39]

Nannygate, gays in the military, the dropping of a promised middle-class tax cut, the World Trade Center bombing[image: External link], and other issues all contributed to a difficult introduction of the Clinton presidency.[33][40] Clinton experienced the highest disapproval ratings at the start of any presidency since such polling began, until the later presidency of Donald Trump.[41][42][43] His "presidential honeymoon" period was thus extremely brief.[40]

Clinton nonetheless was able to pass major legislation in 1993, including the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993. Clinton supported the North American Free Trade Agreement, a free trade agreement with Canada and Mexico negotiated by President Bush but supported by many members of the Democratic Leadership Council. Despite opposition from anti-trade Republicans, protectionist Democrats, and supporters of Ross Perot, the bill passed both houses of Congress and came into force in 1994. Clinton also signed the Brady Bill[image: External link], which imposed a five-day waiting period on handgun purchases,[44] and the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993, which required large employers to allow their employees to take unpaid leave because of pregnancy or serious medical condition(s). In 1994, Clinton signed the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act, a major crime bill that included an assault weapons ban[image: External link], an expanded federal death penalty[image: External link], the Violence Against Women Act[image: External link], and several other provisions. Unfortunately, the increased spending and punitive focus of the bill caused a large increase in prison populations.

Perhaps the most prominent item on Clinton's first-term legislative agenda was passage of a health care reform plan. A task force headed by First Lady Hillary Clinton proposed the plan, which aimed to achieve universal coverage via a national healthcare plan. Though initially well received in political circles, it was ultimately doomed by well-organized opposition from conservatives[citation needed[image: External link]], the American Medical Association, and the health insurance industry. Despite his party holding a majority in the House and Senate, the effort to create a national healthcare system ultimately died under heavy public pressure. It was the first major legislative defeat of Clinton's administration.

The Clinton-Gore administration launched the first official White House website on October 21, 1994.[45][46] It was revamped three times; the third version was launched in 2000.[47][48] The White House website was part of a general movement by this administration towards web based communication. On July 17, 1996, Clinton issued Executive Order 13011 – Federal Information Technology, ordering the heads of all federal agencies to fully utilize information technology to make the information of the agency easily accessible to the public."[49] On March 9, 1996, Clinton and Gore participated in NetDay[image: External link]'96, spending the day at Ygnacio Valley High School[image: External link], as part of the drive to connect California public schools to the Internet. In a speech given at YVH, Clinton stated that he was excited to see that his challenge the previous September to "Californians to connect at least 20% of your schools to the Information Superhighway[image: External link] by the end of this school year" was met. Clinton also described this event as part of a time of "absolutely astonishing transformation; a moment of great possibility. All of you know that the information and technology explosion will offer to you and to the young people of the future more opportunities and challenges than any generation of Americans has ever seen."[50]

The 1994 elections[image: External link] proved disastrous for the Democrats. Republicans, campaigning on their Contract with America[image: External link], took control[image: External link] of both houses of Congress for the first time since the 1950s. Due to the large Republican gains, the 1994 election is sometimes known as the Republican Revolution. Congress passed conservative legislation such as the Telecommunications Act of 1996[image: External link], which allowed for greater media cross-ownership[image: External link], the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act, which reduced welfare spending, and the Defense of Marriage Act, which banned the recognition of same-sex marriages[image: External link]. However, Clinton also vetoed[image: External link] several Republican initiatives, and a showdown over federal spending levels over the 1996 United States federal budget[image: External link] led to two government shutdowns[image: External link] in 1995 and 1996. The shutdown ended after Clinton successfully portrayed the Republicans, led by Newt Gingrich, as "extreme" and "unreasonable."[51]

In the 1996 presidential election[image: External link] a few months later, Clinton was re-elected, receiving 49.2% of the popular vote over Republican Bob Dole (40.7% of the popular vote) and Reform[image: External link] candidate Ross Perot (18.4% of the popular vote), becoming the first Democrat to serve two full presidential terms since Franklin Roosevelt[image: External link]. The Republicans lost a few seats in the House and gained a few in the Senate, but retained control of both houses of Congress.
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 Second term (1997–2001)




In 1997, Clinton finally had a chance to sign a major health care bill into law. The State Children's Health Insurance Program, passed through the efforts of First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, Senator Ted Kennedy, and Senator Orrin Hatch, expanded coverage to approximately six-million children. Also, through the First Lady's work, childhood immunizations reached over 90% and funding for research on Gulf War Syndrome[image: External link], breast cancer, prostate cancer[image: External link], and asthma[image: External link] was increased.

The Digital Millennium Copyright Act[image: External link], enacted by Clinton on October 21, 1998, served as the first significant amendment to the Copyright Act[image: External link] since 1976. The DMCA provided a framework for sound recording copyright owners[image: External link] and recording artists to seek public performance royalties under statute, which proved to be a landmark achievement for the recording industry.[52]

Throughout 1998 there was a controversy over Clinton's relationship with a young White House intern, Monica Lewinsky. Clinton initially denied the affair while testifying in the Paula Jones sexual harassment lawsuit. The opposing lawyers asked the president about it during his deposition. He stated "I have never had sexual relations with Monica Lewinsky. I've never had an affair with her." Four days later he also said, "There is not a sexual relationship, an improper sexual relationship, or any other kind of improper relationship."[53] Clinton then appeared on national television on January 26 and stated: "Listen to me, I'm going to say this again. I did not have sexual relations with that woman, Miss Lewinsky." However, after it was revealed that investigators had obtained a semen-stained dress as well as testimony from Lewinsky, Clinton changed tactics and admitted that an improper relationship with Lewinsky had taken place: "Indeed I did have a relationship with Miss Lewinsky that was not appropriate. In fact, it was wrong. It constituted a critical lapse in judgment and a personal failure on my part for which I am solely and completely responsible." Faced with overwhelming evidence, he apologized to the nation, agreed to pay a $25,000 court fine, settled his sexual harassment lawsuit with Paula Jones for $850,000 and was temporarily disbarred, for a period of five years, from practicing law in Arkansas and before the U.S. Supreme Court. He was not tried for perjury in a court. However, he did admit to "testifying falsely" in a carefully worded statement as part of a deal to avoid indictment for perjury.

On December 19, 1998, in the lame duck[image: External link] session after the 1998 elections, the Republican-controlled House voted to impeach Clinton. After an impeachment trial in the Senate, the Senate voted to fully acquit Clinton in a 50-50 vote; 67 votes were required to remove Clinton from office. All Democrats and five Republican Senators voted to fully acquit Clinton.[54]

In 1999, Clinton signed the Gramm–Leach–Bliley Act (GLBA). GLBA repealed parts of the Glass–Steagall Act[image: External link], which had prevented one institution from acting as an investment bank[image: External link], commercial bank, and insurance[image: External link] company. After Republicans agreed to changes to the Community Reinvestment Act[image: External link], the GLBA overwhelmingly passed both houses of Congress. The legislation was spurred in part by the merger of Citicorp[image: External link] and Travelers Group[image: External link] into Citigroup[image: External link], which the Federal Reserve[image: External link] had allowed under a temporary waiver.

The Elián González affair[image: External link] took prominent stage during early 2000. When his family fled from communist Cuba, the boy survived a boat wreck but his mother died, setting off an international legal fight for where the boy should stay. Eventually the administration, via Janet Reno, had González returned to Cuba.

Clinton issued 141 pardons and 36 commutations on his last day in office on January 20, 2001.[55][56] Most of the controversy surrounded Marc Rich and allegations that Hillary Clinton's brother, Hugh Rodham, accepted payments in return for influencing the president's decision-making regarding the pardons.[57] Some of Clinton's pardons remain a point of controversy.[58] While the administration saw the expansion of the federal death penalty[image: External link], which Clinton supported, and the end of his tenure he became the first president since John F. Kennedy (who had commuted the military death sentence of seaman Jimmie Henderson[59]) to issue a presidential commutation of a death sentence when he commuted the sentence of David Ronald Chandler to life imprisonment without parole,[60] and ordered a review of a possibly racial disparity in the application of the federal death penalty.

Clinton remained popular with the public throughout his two terms as President, ending his presidential career with a 65% approval rating, the highest end-of-term approval rating of any President since Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link] (with Ronald Reagan's approval rating at 64% in 1989, Clinton and Reagan's approval ratings are within margin of error).[61] In addition to his political skills, Clinton also benefited from a boom of the US economy. Under Clinton, the United States had a projected federal budget surplus for the first time since 1969 in the 1998 federal budget; the budgets for 1999, 2000, and 2001 also had surpluses.[2] As a result of this, the public debt decreased, though the gross federal debt continued to increase.[3][4][5]
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Main article: Foreign policy of the Bill Clinton administration


The administration took office less than two years after the fall of the Soviet Union[image: External link], and the administration's foreign policy addressed conflicts in Somalia, Rwanda, Haiti, and the Balkans[image: External link]. In September 1994, Clinton announced his plan to invade Haiti if it refused to restore Jean-Bertrand Aristide[image: External link] to the presidency of Haiti. Operation Uphold Democracy[image: External link], authorized by United Nations Security Council Resolution 940[image: External link], successfully restored Jean-Bertrand Aristide[image: External link] to power as President of Haiti.[62] In 1995, Clinton organized an international aid package to rescue Mexico[image: External link] from the Mexican peso crisis[image: External link]. The Clinton administration took a particularly active role in the Balkans, and he initiated NATO-led air campaigns during the Bosnian War[image: External link] and the Kosovo War. After initial successes following the election of Yitzhak Rabin in Israel and the signing of the Oslo Accords in 1993, the Middle East peace process[image: External link] deteriorated over time, breaking down completely with the start of the Second Intifada, and the election of Ariel Sharon[image: External link]. The Clinton presidency also saw the passage and signing of the Iraq Liberation Act of 1998 which was a bipartisan measure expressing support for regime change[image: External link] in Iraq. On three separate occasions, in 1996, 1998, and 2000, the administration unsuccessfully attempted to capture or assassinate Osama Bin Laden[image: External link], who was eventually killed by U.S. special operations forces in 2011. In 2000, Clinton signed a bill granting permanent normal trade relations to China[image: External link], and American imports from China massively increased in the subsequent years.[63]
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See also: 1990s United States boom[image: External link]


Clinton's presidency included a great period of economic growth in America's history. David Greenberg, a professor of history and media studies at Rutgers University[image: External link], opined that:


The Clinton years were unquestionably a time of progress, especially on the economy [...] Clinton's 1992 slogan, 'Putting people first,' and his stress on 'the economy, stupid,' pitched an optimistic if still gritty populism at a middle class that had suffered under Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush. [...] By the end of the Clinton presidency, the numbers were uniformly impressive. Besides the record-high surpluses and the record-low poverty rates, the economy could boast the longest economic expansion in history; the lowest unemployment since the early 1970s; and the lowest poverty rates for single mothers, black Americans, and the aged.[64]



In proposing a plan to cut the deficit, Clinton submitted a budget that would cut the deficit by $500 billion over five years by reducing $255 billion of spending and raising taxes on the wealthiest 1.2% of Americans.[65] It also imposed a new energy tax on all Americans and subjected about a quarter of those receiving Social Security payments to higher taxes on their benefits.[66]

Republican Congressional leaders launched an aggressive opposition against the bill, claiming that the tax increase would only make matters worse. Republicans were united in this opposition, and every Republican in both houses of Congress voted against the proposal. In fact, it took Vice President Gore's tie-breaking vote in the Senate to pass the bill.[67] After extensive lobbying by the Clinton administration, the House narrowly voted in favor of the bill by a vote of 218 to 216.[68] The budget package expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) as relief to low-income families. It reduced the amount they paid in federal income and Federal Insurance Contributions Act tax[image: External link] (FICA), providing $21 billion in relief for 15 million low-income families. Improved economic conditions and policies served to encourage investors in the bond market, leading to a decline in long-term interest rates. Clinton's final four budgets were balanced budgets with surpluses[image: External link], beginning with the 1997 budget. The surplus money was used to pay down the public debt[image: External link] by $452 billion, though the gross federal debt[image: External link] continued to increase.[3] However, the claimed surplus was only recorded against public debt which was calculated with the exclusion of intragovernmental holdings. This meant that the administration was able to record loans deducted from the social security trust fund as revenue on budget reports, which accounted for the bulk of the surplus money. Calculating both the intragovernmental holdings from the public debt, the lowest deficit was $17.9 billion; in effect, the alleged surplus was, supposedly, a mere accounting fiction.[69][70][71][72][73][74] The total national debt (gross federal debt) rose every year of the Clinton administration from $4.3 trillion to $5.6 trillion and from $5.4 trillion to $5.6 trillion over the years where the surplus was claimed.[75]

The economy continued to grow, and in February 2000, it broke the record for the longest uninterrupted economic expansion in U.S. history.[76][77] However, it has been argued that the strong economic growth of the late-1990s was caused by wrong allocations and malinvestments of the NASDAQ Bubble and Dot-Com Bubble, both of which came to an end in late-2001 through mid-2002.[78] After Republicans won control of Congress in 1994, Clinton vehemently fought their proposed tax cuts, believing that they favored the wealthy and would weaken economic growth. In August 1997, however, Clinton and Congressional Republicans were finally able to reach a compromise on a bill that reduced capital gain and estate taxes and gave taxpayers a credit of $500 per child and tax credits for college tuition and expenses. The bill also called for a new individual retirement account (IRA), called the Roth IRA[image: External link], to allow people to invest taxed income for retirement without having to pay taxes upon withdrawal. Additionally, the law raised the national minimum for cigarette taxes. The next year, Congress approved Clinton's proposal to make college more affordable by expanding federal student financial aid through Pell Grants[image: External link], and lowering interest rates on student loans.

Clinton also battled Congress nearly every session on the federal budget, in an attempt to secure spending on education, government entitlements, the environment, and AmeriCorps—the national service program that was passed by the Democratic Congress in the early days of the Clinton administration. The two sides, however, could not find a compromise and the budget battle came to a stalemate in 1995 over proposed cuts in Medicare[image: External link], Medicaid[image: External link], education, and the environment. After Clinton vetoed numerous Republican spending bills, Republicans in Congress twice refused to pass temporary spending authorizations, forcing the federal government to partially shut down[image: External link] because agencies had no budget on which to operate.[79]

In April 1996, Clinton and Congress finally agreed on a budget that provided money for government agencies until the end of the fiscal year in October. The budget included some of the spending cuts that the Republicans supported (decreasing the cost of cultural, labor, and housing programs) but also preserved many programs that Clinton wanted, including educational and environmental ones.

The Clinton presidency claims responsibility for the following:


	Average economic growth of 4.0% per year, compared to average growth of 2.8% during the previous years. The economy grew for 116 consecutive months, the most in history.[80]


	Creation of more than 22.5 million jobs, the most jobs ever created under a single administration, and more than were created in the previous 12 years. Of the total new jobs, 20.7 million, or 92%, were in the private sector.[81]


	Economic gains spurred an increase in family incomes for all Americans. Since 1993, real median family income increased by $6,338, from $42,612 in 1993 to $48,950 in 1999 (in 1999 dollars).[82]


	Overall unemployment dropped to the lowest level in more than 30 years, down from 6.9% in 1993 to just 4.0% in January 2001. The unemployment rate was below 5% for 40 consecutive months. Unemployment for African Americans fell from 14.2% in 1992 to 7.3% in 2000, the lowest rate on record. Unemployment for Hispanics fell from 11.8% in October 1992 to 5.0% in 2000, also the lowest rate on record.[81]


	Inflation dropped to its lowest rate since the Kennedy Administration, averaging 2.5%, and fell from 4.7% during the previous administration.[83]


	The homeownership rate reached 67.7% near the end of the Clinton administration, the highest rate on record. In contrast, the homeownership rate fell from 65.6% in the first quarter of 1981 to 63.7% in the first quarter of 1993.[84]


	The poverty rate also declined from 15.1% in 1993 to 11.8% in 1999, the largest six-year drop in poverty in nearly 30 years. This left 7 million fewer people in poverty than there were in 1993.[85]


	The surplus in fiscal year 2000 was $237 billion—the third consecutive surplus and the largest surplus ever.[84]


	Clinton worked with the Republican-led Congress to enact welfare reform. As a result, welfare rolls dropped dramatically and were the lowest since 1969. Between January 1993 and September 1999, the number of welfare recipients dropped by 7.5 million (a 53% decline) to 6.6 million. In comparison, between 1981 and 1992 (a span of 11 years), the number of welfare recipients increased by 2.5 million (a 22% increase) to 13.6 million people.[86]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Trade




Clinton made it one of his goals as president to pass trade legislation that lowered the barriers to trade with other nations. He broke with many of his supporters, including labor unions, and those in his own party to support free-trade legislation.[88] Opponents argued that lowering tariffs[image: External link] and relaxing rules on imports would cost American jobs because people would buy cheaper products from other countries. Clinton countered that free trade would help America because it would allow the U.S. to boost its exports and grow the economy. Clinton also believed that free trade could help move foreign nations to economic and political reform.

The three-nation NAFTA was signed by President George H. W. Bush during December 1992, pending its ratification by the legislatures of the three countries. Clinton did not alter the original agreement, but complemented it with the North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation and the North American Agreement on Labor Cooperation, making NAFTA the first "green" trade treaty and the first trade treaty concerned with each country's labor laws, albeit with very weak sanctions.[89] NAFTA provided for gradually reduced tariffs and the creation of a free-trading bloc of North American countries–the United States, Canada, and Mexico[image: External link]. Opponents of NAFTA, led by Ross Perot, claimed it would force American companies to move their workforces to Mexico, where they could produce goods with cheaper labor and ship them back to the United States at lower prices. Clinton, however, argued that NAFTA would increase U.S. exports and create new jobs. Clinton while signing the NAFTA bill stated, "…NAFTA means jobs. American jobs, and good-paying American jobs. If I didn't believethat, I wouldn't support this agreement.”[90] He convinced many Democrats to join most Republicans in supporting trade agreement, and in 1993, the Congress passed the treaty.[91]

Clinton also held meetings with leaders of Pacific Rim[image: External link] nations to discuss lowering trade barriers. In November 1993, he hosted a meeting of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) in Seattle[image: External link], Washington[image: External link], which was attended by the leaders of 12 Pacific Rim nations. In 1994, Clinton arranged an agreement in Indonesia[image: External link] with Pacific Rim nations to gradually remove trade barriers and open their markets.

Officials in the Clinton administration also participated in the final round of trade negotiations sponsored by the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade[image: External link] (GATT), an international trade organization. The negotiations had been ongoing since 1986. In a rare move, Clinton convened Congress to ratify the trade agreement in the winter of 1994, during which the treaty was approved. As part of the GATT agreement, a new international trade body, the World Trade Organization[image: External link] (WTO), replaced GATT in 1995. The new WTO had stronger authority to enforce trade agreements and covered a wider range of trade than did GATT.

Clinton faced his first defeat on trade legislation during his second term. In November 1997, the Republican-controlled Congress delayed voting on a bill to restore a presidential trade authority that had expired in 1994. The bill would have given the president the authority to negotiate trade agreements which the Congress was not authorized to modify–known as "fast-track negotiating" because it streamlines the treaty process. Clinton was unable to generate sufficient support for the legislation, even among the Democratic Party.

Clinton faced yet another trade setback in December 1999, when the WTO met in Seattle for a new round of trade negotiations. Clinton hoped that new agreements on issues such as agriculture and intellectual property could be proposed at the meeting, but the talks fell through. Anti-WTO protesters in the streets of Seattle disrupted the meetings[92] and the international delegates attending the meetings were unable to compromise mainly because delegates from smaller, poorer countries resisted Clinton's efforts to discuss labor and environmental standards.[93]

That same year, Clinton signed a landmark trade agreement with the People's Republic of China. The agreement, the result of more than a decade of negotiations, would lower many trade barriers between the two countries, making it easier to export U.S. products (such as automobiles, banking services, and motion pictures). However, the agreement could only take effect if China was accepted into the WTO and was granted permanent "normal trade relations" status by the U.S. Congress. Under the pact, the United States would support China's membership in the WTO. Many Democrats as well as Republicans were reluctant to grant permanent status to China because they were concerned about human rights in the country and the impact of Chinese imports on U.S. industries and jobs. Congress, however, voted in 2000 to grant permanent normal trade relations with China. Several economic studies have since been released that indicate the increase in trade resulting lowered American prices and increased the U.S. GDP by 0.7% throughout the following decade.[94]

The Clinton administration negotiated a total of about 300 trade agreements with other countries.[95] Clinton's last treasury secretary, Lawrence Summers[image: External link], stated that the lowered tariffs that resulted from Clinton's trade policies, which reduced prices to consumers and kept inflation low, were technically "the largest tax cut in the history of the world."[96]
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 Judicial appointments




Main articles: List of federal judges appointed by Bill Clinton and Bill Clinton judicial appointment controversies


Clinton appointed the following justices to the Supreme Court:


	
Ruth Bader Ginsburg – 1993, replacing Byron White[image: External link]. Ginsburg was the second woman to win confirmation as a Supreme Court Justice, following Sandra Day O'Connor.

	
Stephen Breyer – 1994, replacing Harry Blackmun[image: External link].



Clinton also appointed 66 judges to the United States Courts of Appeals[image: External link] and 305 judges to the United States district courts[image: External link]. Among Clinton's appellate appointees were future Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor and Merrick Garland[image: External link], who was nominated[image: External link] to the Supreme Court in 2016.
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	The Clinton Cabinet



	Office
	Name
	Term



	



	President
	Bill Clinton
	1993–2001



	Vice President
	Al Gore
	1993–2001



	



	Secretary of State
	Warren Christopher
	1993–1997



	Madeleine Albright
	1997–2001



	



	Secretary of Treasury[image: External link]
	Lloyd Bentsen
	1993–1994



	Robert Rubin
	1995–1999



	Lawrence Summers[image: External link]
	1999–2001



	



	Secretary of Defense[image: External link]
	Les Aspin
	1993–1994



	William Perry[image: External link]
	1994–1997



	William Cohen
	1997–2001



	



	Attorney General[image: External link]
	Janet Reno
	1993–2001



	



	Secretary of the Interior[image: External link]
	Bruce Babbitt
	1993–2001



	



	Secretary of Agriculture[image: External link]
	Mike Espy
	1993–1994



	Daniel Glickman[image: External link]
	1995–2001



	



	Secretary of Commerce[image: External link]
	Ron Brown
	1993–1996



	Mickey Kantor
	1996–1997



	William Daley
	1997–2000



	Norman Mineta
	2000–2001



	



	Secretary of Labor[image: External link]
	Robert Reich
	1993–1997



	Alexis Herman[image: External link]
	1997–2001



	



	Secretary of Health and

Human Services[image: External link]
	Donna Shalala
	1993–2001



	



	Secretary of Education[image: External link]
	Richard Riley[image: External link]
	1993–2001



	



	Secretary of Housing and

Urban Development[image: External link]
	Henry Cisneros
	1993–1997



	Andrew Cuomo
	1997–2001



	



	Secretary of Transportation[image: External link]
	Federico Peña
	1993–1997



	Rodney Slater
	1997–2001



	



	Secretary of Energy[image: External link]
	Hazel O'Leary
	1993–1997



	Federico Peña
	1997–1998



	Bill Richardson[image: External link]
	1998–2001



	



	Secretary of Veterans Affairs[image: External link]
	Jesse Brown
	1993–1997



	Togo West[image: External link]
	1998–2000



	
Hershel W. Gober[image: External link], act.

	2000–2001



	



	Chief of Staff
	Mack McLarty
	1993–1994



	Leon Panetta
	1994–1997



	Erskine Bowles
	1997–1998



	John Podesta
	1998–2001



	



	Administrator of the

Environmental Protection Agency
	Carol Browner
	1993–2001



	



	Director of the Office of

Management and Budget
	Leon Panetta
	1993–1994



	Alice Rivlin
	1994–1996



	Franklin Raines
	1996–1998



	Jacob Lew[image: External link]
	1998–2001



	



	Director of the Office of

National Drug Control Policy[image: External link]
	Lee Brown
	1993–1995



	Barry McCaffrey
	1996–2001



	



	United States Trade Representative[image: External link]
	Mickey Kantor
	1993–1997



	Charlene Barshefsky
	1997–2001
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 White House – Senior staff




Senior Staff of the Executive Office of the President[image: External link] in the Clinton-Gore administration.



	Assistants to the President

	Assistant to the President and White House Chief of Staff

	
Mack McLarty (1993–1994)

	
Leon Panetta (1994–1997)

	
Erskine Bowles (1997–1998)

	
John Podesta (1998–2001)





	Assistant to the President and Deputy Chief of Staff

	Mark Gearan[image: External link]

	Evelyn Lieberman[image: External link]

	
Maria Echaveste[image: External link][97]


	
Sylvia Mathews[image: External link][97]


	Karen Tramontano[97][98]


	
Philip Lader[97]


	
Harold M. Ickes[image: External link][97]


	Steven Richetti[97]


	Roy Neel[image: External link]





	Assistant to the President White House Counsel[image: External link]

	Lloyd Cutler[image: External link]

	Abner Mikva[image: External link]

	Beth Nolan

	Bernard Nussbaum[image: External link]

	Charles Ruff[image: External link]

	Jack Quinn[image: External link]

	
Bruce Lindsey – Deputy White House Counsel





	Assistant to the President and Counselor to the President[image: External link]

	David Gergen





	Assistant to the President for Administration

	Jodie Torkelson

	David Watkins

	Virginia Apuzzo





	Assistant to the President and Director of Advance

	Dan K. Rosenthal[image: External link]





	Assistant to the President and Cabinet Secretary

	Christine A. Varney[image: External link]

	Kathryn "Kitty" Higgins[99][100]


	
Thurgood Marshall, Jr.[image: External link][100]






	Assistant to the President and Communications Director[image: External link]

	Ann Lewis[image: External link]

	Alexis Herman[image: External link]

	Loretta Ucelli





	Assistant to the President and Domestic Policy Director

	Carol Rasco[101]


	Bruce Reed





	Assistant to the President and Economic Policy Advisor

	Laura D'Andrea Tyson[image: External link]

	Gene Sperling[image: External link]

	Robert E. Rubin[image: External link]





	Assistant to the President for Intergovernmental Affairs

	Marcia Hale[102]


	
Mickey Ibarra[image: External link][103]


	Regina Montoya[image: External link]





	Assistant to the President and Director of Legislative Affairs

	Charles Brain[104]


	Patrick Griffin[105]


	John Hilley

	Howard Paster

	Craig T. Smith





	Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs -National Security Advisor[image: External link]

	Sandy Berger[image: External link]

	Anthony Lake[image: External link]





	Assistant to the President and Senior Advisor

	Sidney Blumenthal[image: External link]

	Rahm Emanuel[image: External link]

	Joel Johnson[image: External link]

	Doug Sosnik[image: External link]

	George Stephanopoulos





	Assistant to the President and Director of Presidential Personnel

	Robert Nash





	Assistant to the President and White House Press Secretary[image: External link]

	
Jake Siewert[image: External link] (2000–2001)

	
Joseph Lockhart[image: External link] (1998–2000)

	
Mike McCurry[image: External link] (1994–1998)

	
Dee Dee Myers[image: External link] (1993–1994)





	Assistant to the President and Director of Scheduling

	Stephanie Streett – scheduling office director





	Assistant to the President and Science and Technology Advisor

	Jack Gibbons

	Neal Lane[image: External link]





	Assistant to the President and Director of Speechwriting

	J. Terry Edmonds

	Michael Waldman





	Assistant to the President and Staff Secretary[image: External link]

	Todd Stern[image: External link]

	Sean Maloney[image: External link]

	Phillip Caplan[106][107]






	Chief of Staff to the Vice President

	Ronald Klain[image: External link]

	Roy Neel[image: External link]





	Chief of Staff to the First Lady

	Margaret "Maggie" Williams

	Melanne Verveer[image: External link]
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 White House – Other staff






	Deputy Assistants to the President

	Deputy Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy

	Elena Kagan[image: External link]





	Deputy Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs

	James Steinberg[image: External link]





	National Economic Council

	
Jonathan Orszag[image: External link][108]


	Peter Orszag[image: External link]





	Assistant Secretary for Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations

	Geri Palast[image: External link]





	Campaign manager of Bill Clinton in 1996

	Dick Morris





	Other Staff

	Patricia Enright-Health Care Deputy Spokesperson[109]
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 2000 election




Main article: United States presidential election, 2000[image: External link]


Clinton's vice president, Al Gore, won the Democratic nomination in the 2000 presidential election[image: External link]. In an extremely close and controversial election, Gore was defeated by Republican Governor George W. Bush, the eldest son of the sitting president Clinton had defeated in the 1992 presidential election. Though Clinton and Gore had been close political partners for much of Clinton's presidency, Gore notably kept his distance from Clinton during the presidential campaign.[110] That same year, First Lady Hillary Clinton was elected to represent New York in the United States Senate.
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 Public image




Main article: Public image of Bill Clinton


Authors Martin Walker and Bob Woodward state Clinton's innovative use of soundbite[image: External link]-ready dialogue, personal charisma, and public perception-oriented campaigning was responsible for his high public approval ratings.[111][112] Historians tend to rank Clinton as an average president, although a 2015 poll of the American Political Science Association ranked Clinton as the 8th greatest president.[113] Clinton remains popular among the general public, and a 2010 poll found Clinton to be the most popular political figure in the country.[114]
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 See also





	Presidency of Bill Clinton (category)[image: External link]

	Whitewater controversy

	White House travel office controversy

	Environmental policy of the United States during the Clinton administration[image: External link]
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Timeline of the presidency of Bill Clinton
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The presidency of Bill Clinton began on January 20, 1993 at noon Eastern Standard Time[image: External link], when Bill Clinton was inaugurated[image: External link] as President of the United States, and ended on January 20, 2001. Clinton, a Democrat[image: External link], took office after defeating Republican[image: External link] incumbent[image: External link] President George H. W. Bush and Independent businessman Ross Perot in the 1992 presidential election[image: External link]. Four years later, he defeated Republican Bob Dole and Ross Perot (this time running on the Reform Party[image: External link] ticket) to win a second term of office. During both elections, Clinton ran as a New Democrat, and many of many of his administration's policy proposals reflected his centrist, Third Way thinking. The 42nd[image: External link] United States[image: External link] president, he was the first president elected after the end of the Cold War[image: External link], the first Baby Boomer to become president, and also the first Democrat since Franklin D. Roosevelt to serve two full terms.
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January 20 – Bill Clinton is inaugurated as 42nd President of the United States.

	
February 26 – World Trade Center Bombing[image: External link]
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 1994





	
June 13 – The White House states President Clinton and First Lady Hillary Clinton were questioned under oath relating to matters of the Whitewater affair and that they both maintain their innocence while having no charges pending against them.[1]
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November 5 – President Clinton wins re-election[image: External link] over challenger Senator Bob Dole.
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 1997





	
January 4 - President Clinton says he is preparing to approach his second term with a continued effort toward preparing individuals for the 21st century and reports a 50% increase in child support collections over the course of the last four years during his radio address.[2]


	
January 6 - President Clinton gives a speech at the Ecumenical Prayer Breakfast in the State Dining Room at the White House during the morning.[3]


	
January 20 – Second inauguration of Bill Clinton


	
December 27 – Clinton announces, starting on January 1, Medicare beneficiaries will be eligible for more cancer screenings.[4]


	
December 28 – Senior Advisor to the President[image: External link] Rahm Emanuel[image: External link] says President Clinton's 1998 budget will not propose any major tax cut, but that he is open to receiving a tax cut from Congress so long as it does not violate a spending agreement designed for a balancing of the budget by 2002.[5]
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 1998





	
April 28 – California[image: External link] lawyer Gloria Allred[image: External link] says she will ask permission to file a "friend of the court" brief in the Jones suit against President Clinton.[6]


	
November 3 – The republican party takes control of both Congressional Houses in the 1998 Midterm elections[image: External link].

	
December 19 – Impeachment of Bill Clinton.
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January 8 – Clinton is formally informed by the Senate of his trial.[7]
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 2000





	
November 7 – The 54th quadrennial presidential election occurs.

	
December 13 – Republican Texas Governor[image: External link] George W. Bush wins the election and becomes President-elect[image: External link] after a close and controversial win over Democratic Vice President Al Gore.

	
December 19 – President Clinton meets with President-elect Bush at the Oval Office to discuss the transition of power between the presidents[image: External link].
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 2001





	
January 18 – Farewell Address to the Nation.

	
January 19 – Last full day as President of the United States.

	
January 20 – George W. Bush is inaugurated[image: External link] as the 43rd President of the United States.
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Bill Clinton presidential campaign, 1992






The 1992 presidential campaign of Bill Clinton, then Governor of Arkansas[image: External link], was announced on October 3, 1991 in Little Rock, Arkansas. After winning a majority of delegates in the Democratic primaries of 1992, the campaign announced that the then-junior Senator from Tennessee[image: External link] Al Gore would be Clinton's running mate[image: External link]. The Clinton-Gore ticket went on to defeat Republican[image: External link] incumbent President George H. W. Bush and Vice President Dan Quayle in the presidential election on November 3, 1992, and took office as the 42nd[image: External link] President and 45th[image: External link] Vice President, respectively, on January 20, 1993.
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 Candidate background




Clinton was the governor of a traditionally conservative Southern state, Arkansas. He had been viewed as a viable presidential candidate before his actual bid in 1992. During the 1988 Presidential Primaries, where George H. W. Bush, the incumbent Vice President, seemed all but inevitable as the president, many turned to Clinton as the next Southern leader of the party. Bill Clinton was seen as a potential candidate as he was a popular Democratic Governor in a state that had voted for Republicans in four of the last five presidential elections.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Timeline
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 Primaries




The candidates in 1992 were considered one of the weakest starting grids the Democrats had ever chosen. Most of this was due to President George H.W. Bush's sky-high approval ratings in the wake of Operation Desert Storm[image: External link]. The press anointed front-runners for 1992 included Bill Bradley[image: External link], then a New Jersey Senator, Jesse Jackson[image: External link], who finished second in 1988, Dick Gephardt, Al Gore, and Jay Rockefeller[image: External link], a Senator from West Virginia[image: External link]. But each bowed out early. Neither Bradley nor Rockefeller considered themselves ready to run, Gephardt seemed to accept Bush's re-election as a sure thing, and Gore had opted to spend more time with his family in the wake of a tragic accident that threatened the life of his young son. The most notable front-runner Mario Cuomo, decided not to run on December 20, 1991, the final day to apply to run in the New Hampshire primary.

When the early straw polls were finished, Bill Clinton was the candidate on the rise. The other primary contenders were Douglas Wilder, Bob Kerrey, Tom Harkin, Paul Tsongas, and Jerry Brown[image: External link]. Clinton's victory in the Florida straw poll over Harkin made him the early front-runner in the post-Cuomo vacuum.

In the recent past, the Iowa caucus[image: External link] had been the launching pad for candidacies. But since Harkin was himself an Iowa Senator, attention turned to New Hampshire[image: External link]. In January 1992, Clinton led Tsongas by a solid 16 points with nobody else even close. But Clinton was undone by two damaging stories that cut against his credibility. The first was the allegation that he had a twelve-year extra-martial affair with Gennifer Flowers, a former night club singer and television reporter from Little Rock, Arkansas.[1] Clinton blunted this story with an interview on 60 Minutes at the conclusion of Super Bowl XXVI, where he flatly denied having had this affair; however, he did later testify during the Paula Jones lawsuit that he did have a sexual encounter with Flowers in 1977.[2] The story that caused Clinton greater damage, however, was the notion that he had 'dodged the draft' in order to avoid military service in the Vietnam War. The draft story put Clinton in what pollster Stan Greenberg called 'meltdown.' Clinton lost nearly twenty points in less than a week. But the formation of the War Room helped Clinton overcome his troubles and finished second behind Tsongas[image: External link]. Clinton was even able to write off Tsongas' win by claiming that Tsongas' home in Lowell, Massachusetts[image: External link] actually meant Tsongas should have won. Newsweek[image: External link] magazine captured the press coverage of the 1992 New Hampshire primary by printing a cartoon with Clinton and Pat Buchanan, the runner-up who gave George H. W. Bush a scare on the Republican side, with second place medals on top of a victory stand while Bush and Tsongas stood with gold medals off to the side pouting.

There was actually a third accusation of Clinton smoking marijuana while in college in England. His now famous response was "I only tried it once and never actually inhaled."

Bob Kerrey then emerged as the survivor of the Harkin-Kerrey Midwest elimination by winning the South Dakota[image: External link] caucus. Clinton then took the lead in the primary season by winning Georgia[image: External link]. Clinton then won most of the rest of the primaries facing eliminated or diminished competition. Clinton's advisors felt he won the nomination when Jerry Brown upset Tsongas in the Maryland primary. Brown later upset Clinton in the Connecticut[image: External link] primary, but Clinton's road was relatively easy after the March 3, 1992 win in Georgia.
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 Arsenio Hall Show appearance




Clinton was a guest on The Arsenio Hall Show on Wednesday June 3, 1992, the day after he secured the Democratic Party nomination.[3][4][5] He played "Heartbreak Hotel[image: External link]" on the saxophone[image: External link].[6] The appearance is often considered an important moment in Clinton's political career, helping build his popularity amongst minority and young voters.[4] Clinton's appearance on the show and subsequent media coverage of it, catapulted him ahead of Bush in the polls.[4]
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 Running mate selection




Main article: Democratic Party vice presidential candidate selection, 1992[image: External link]


In June and July 1992, speculation grew about who Clinton was going to pick as his running mate. Possible candidates included Kerrey, Indiana congressman Lee Hamilton[image: External link], Missouri congressman Richard Gephardt, Tennessee Senator Al Gore, New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley, Florida Senator Bob Graham[image: External link] and Pennsylvania Senator Harris Wofford[image: External link]. On July 9, 1992,[7] Clinton selected Gore as his running mate in the State Mansion at Little Rock.
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 The Convention




Main article: 1992 Democratic National Convention


During the '92 Democratic Convention, the convention hall was plagued by the fact that independent candidate Ross Perot was tied with or beating Clinton in opinion research polls. This caused a moderate turn of events at the convention to win back Perot Voters from the Perot Campaign. This led to the selection of such speakers such as Representative Barbara Jordan[image: External link] from Texas[image: External link] to deliver a bipartisan[image: External link] keynote address to the convention delegates. Also speaking was the Vice-Presidential nominee Al Gore who appealed to the center as he was, at the time, a Southern Moderate Democrat from Tennessee[image: External link].

However, on the last day the convention convened on July 16, 1992, Ross Perot dropped out of the presidential race and left a gap for both Bush and Clinton to scramble for newly undecided voters. This greatly led to the advantage of Bill Clinton who gave his nomination acceptance speech that night.
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 Election Night 1992




Throughout election night, Clinton over performed in rural areas of the country such as in the mountain west, winning Montana[image: External link], Colorado[image: External link], and New Mexico[image: External link] (16 Electoral Votes). Clinton also won rural voters in the south and mid-west, carrying states such as Missouri[image: External link], Arkansas, Tennessee[image: External link], Kentucky[image: External link], West Virginia[image: External link], Louisiana[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link], and Iowa[image: External link] (57 Electoral Votes).
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 Campaign strategy
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 The Southern lock




A source of frustration for Democrats after the adoption of Richard Nixon's Southern strategy[image: External link] was the increasing Republican lock on the electoral votes of the Southern United States. Clinton's home of Arkansas gave Democrats hope that they could carry some Southern states and ultimately win the election. Clinton then made what even his opponents acknowledged was a master stroke by choosing Al Gore, a Senator from Tennessee, as his running mate. This choice blunted a major strategy of the Bush campaign to paint Clinton and Gore as 'Northern liberals' in the mold of previous candidates George McGovern, Walter Mondale, Michael Dukakis, and, to a lesser extent, Hubert Humphrey. Additionally, Gore's prior military record removed a lot of the criticism Clinton had received earlier.

Besides Gore, several names were rumored to be in contention for the second spot, including Florida[image: External link] Senator and former Governor of Florida[image: External link] Bob Graham[image: External link], Indiana[image: External link] Congressman Lee H. Hamilton[image: External link], Nebraska[image: External link] Senator and former Governor[image: External link] Bob Kerrey, Iowa[image: External link] Senator Tom Harkin, and newly elected Pennsylvania[image: External link] Senator Harris Wofford[image: External link].
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 President Bush's approval ratings




For most of 1991, the incumbent president, George Bush, was extremely popular after the Persian Gulf War. His approval rating was above 90 percent at one point that year because his war had helped erase the Vietnam Syndrome[image: External link] America had felt since the 1960s, and into the post-Vietnam War 1980s when many Vietnam veterans were just starting to get recognition. But because of a growing public perception of an economic downturn, Bush's popularity began falling throughout late 1991, and by February 1992, his approvals fell below 40%. Bush's approvals would stay low for the rest of the campaign season.[8]
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 Reasons for victory




Clinton's charisma, combined with a talented campaign staff and skilled campaign strategy, led to victory. Organizational theorists have proposed that his campaign structure adopted an effective blend of informality with clear goal definition, which allowed for structured creativity. The exploitation of key strategic blunders by the Bush campaign, including violating a no new tax promise, also allowed for impressive gains.
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First inauguration of Bill Clinton






The first inauguration of Bill Clinton as the 42nd[image: External link] President of the United States was held on January 20, 1993 on the West Front of the United States Capitol[image: External link] Building in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]. The inauguration[image: External link] marked the commencement of the first four-year term of Bill Clinton as President and Al Gore as Vice President. At 46 years, 154 days of age time of his first inauguration, Clinton was the third-youngest person to become president, and the first from the Baby Boomer generation.
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 Pre-inaugural events
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 Reunion on the mall




America's Reunion on the Mall was a two-day multi-stage festival as part of the 1993 Presidential Inaugural Celebration, held from January 17–19. One million people attended the event on the National Mall[image: External link] between Capitol Hill[image: External link] and the Washington Monument[image: External link]. With tents stretching from the Capitol to the Washington Monument, it was reported to be the largest festival ever held on the Mall.[1] The two-hour outdoor concert that started the festival kicked off the Clinton/Gore Inaugural. Hundreds of thousands of people attended the free concert, which featured entertainers Michael Jackson[image: External link], Aretha Franklin[image: External link], Michael Bolton[image: External link], Tony Bennett[image: External link], Bob Dylan[image: External link], Diana Ross[image: External link], and rapper LL Cool J[image: External link].[2]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Inaugural Bell Ringing Ceremony




On January 17, President-elect Clinton addressed the crowd in a short bell-ringing ceremony to mark his inauguration, after leading a procession across the Memorial Bridge[image: External link] from Washington, DC to Arlington, VA[image: External link]. The ceremony included a brief videotape and statement from the crew of the space shuttle Endeavour[image: External link], and live video links from NASA[image: External link] Mission Control in Houston, TX, south central Los Angeles, Oklahoma, Nashville, San Francisco, Tallahassee, Little Rock, San Antonio, Philadelphia, Keams Canyon, AZ, and Atlanta, where crowds had assembled to take part in a bell-ringing ceremony to show the unity of the nation. At 6 p.m., Clinton and Gore, with the help of their children, grasped the red rope attached to the bell and led the nation in a bell ringing ceremony. A spectacular display of fireworks ended the evening’s public events.[3]
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 Visit to the Arlington Cemetery




On January 19, Clinton visited the Arlington Cemetery[image: External link] to visit the graves of John F. Kennedy and Robert F. Kennedy[image: External link]. The visit was not on Clinton's schedule, and only a small group of reporters and photographers was allowed to witness the gathering from 150 yards away. After kneeling at the graveside for a few moments, Mr. and Mrs. Clinton each placed a white rose on the grave of Robert Kennedy, who was shot June 5, 1968[image: External link], while campaigning for the presidency. Mr. Clinton then walked alone to John F. Kennedy's grave and placed another white rose on the marker. He knelt for several seconds before the grave of the man who was shot on Nov. 22, 1963[image: External link]. Clinton had met President Kennedy briefly as a teenager in 1963, and credits that encounter with leading him to enter public service.[4]
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 Presidential Gala




On January 19, 1993, a cast including Michael Jackson[image: External link], Barbra Streisand[image: External link], Elton John[image: External link], the Alvin Ailey Dance Troupe, comedians Chevy Chase[image: External link] and Bill Cosby[image: External link], and actors Jack Lemmon[image: External link] and James Earl Jones[image: External link] performed at the 42nd Presidential Inaugural Gala at The Capital Centre in Landover, Maryland[image: External link] in honor of Clinton.[5] A specially re-formed Fleetwood Mac[image: External link] also took the stage to perform the song "Don't Stop"'[image: External link] which had been Bill Clinton's campaign song[image: External link].[6]
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 Kids' Inaugural




Also on January 19, the Clintons took part in an event aimed at younger audiences at the Kennedy Center. Billed as two separate one-hour specials, the Inaugural Celebration for Children and the Inaugural Celebration for Youth were both aired live on Disney Channel[image: External link].[7]

The Inaugural Celebration for Children was hosted by Markie Post[image: External link] and featured appearances from Mr. Rogers[image: External link], the Muppets[image: External link], Raffi[image: External link], Emmylou Harris[image: External link], Rosanne Cash[image: External link], and the cast of Adventures in Wonderland[image: External link]. Notably, during the finale of the special, Steve Whitmire[image: External link] perched the Kermit the Frog puppet on Hillary Clinton's shoulder as he sang during the final song, a photo of which appeared in newspapers across the country.

This was followed by the Inaugural Celebration for Youth, which was hosted by Will Smith[image: External link] and featured appearances from Clarence Clemmons, Boyz II Men[image: External link], Celine Dion[image: External link], Kenny Loggins[image: External link], Vanessa Williams[image: External link], Jay R. Ferguson[image: External link], Al Gore, the Joffrey Ballet[image: External link], the L.A. Youth Ensemble Theatre, and the cast of The Mickey Mouse Club[image: External link].[8]
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 Inauguration events
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 Organization




The inaugural ceremonies and luncheon for Clinton’s inauguration were planned and executed by the Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies[image: External link], as all inaugurations since 1901 have been. Senator Wendell H. Ford[image: External link] chaired the committee for Clinton’s first inauguration.[9] It is estimated that the committee spent $33 million on the inauguration.[10]
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 Vice Presidential Oath




The ceremony began with the Vice Presidential Oath of Office. Byron White[image: External link], the Associate Justice[image: External link], administered the oath to Albert A. Gore Jr.[image: External link] The Oath of Office for the Vice President is not specified in the Constitution[image: External link], but Gore used the current form of the oath, which is also used by the Senators, Representatives, and other government officers:

“I do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic, that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same, that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion, and I will well and faithfully perform the duties of the office on which I am about to enter, so help me God.”[11]
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 Presidential Oath




At noon, the oath of office[image: External link] was administered to Clinton by Chief Justice[image: External link] William Rehnquist[image: External link]. The oath was sworn on a King James Bible[image: External link], which was given to him by his grandmother. Standing beside him were his daughter Chelsea and his wife Hillary, who was holding the Bible opened to Galatians 6:9[image: External link].[12]
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 Presidential address




Clinton, the first Democratic[image: External link] president in 12 years (since Jimmy Carter[image: External link]), then delivered his inaugural address[image: External link]. In the 1,598-word speech, Clinton informed the nation of his intentions as a leader.[13] Clinton portrayed change as a positive factor, not something to be feared. He reminded his audience that America has a history of overcoming challenges through bold action and re-creating itself for the better in the process using examples such as the Great Depression[image: External link] and the Civil War[image: External link]. As the first President elected in the post–Cold War era[image: External link], Clinton stressed the importance of renewal for America, and hinted that he would work to make positive change in America.[14] “The Star Spangled Banner”, the American national anthem and “God Bless America”, an American patriotic song, were both played following Clinton’s address. The full speech can be read in section 4.
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 Poetry




After Clinton’s inaugural address, Maya Angelou recited her poem “On the Pulse of Morning[image: External link]”. The poem, which Angelou wrote specifically for the inauguration, shared common themes to Clinton’s inaugural address, including change, responsibility, and the President's and the citizenry's role in establishing economic security. Angelou became the second poet in history to read a poem at a presidential inauguration, as Robert Frost[image: External link] was the first, who recited a poem at John F Kennedy’s inauguration in 1961[image: External link].[15]
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 Religious elements




Since 1937, the inauguration ceremonies have included one or more prayers. During Clinton’s first inauguration, Rev. Billy Graham[image: External link], who also delivered invocations during the first inauguration on George W Bush, and the Second Inauguration of Bill Clinton, gave an invocation and benediction:


	“Our God and our Father, we thank you for this historic occasion when we inaugurate our new President and Vice-President. We thank you for the moral and spiritual foundations which our forefathers gave us and which are rooted deeply in scripture. Those principles nourished and guided us as a nation in the past, but we cannot say that we are a righteous people. We’ve sinned against you. We’ve sown to the wind and are reaping the whirlwind[image: External link] of crime, drug abuse, racism, immorality, and social injustice. We need to repent of our sins and turn by faith to you.

	And now, on this twentieth day of January, 1993, we commit to you President-elect Clinton and Vice-President-elect Gore, who you have permitted to take leadership at this critical time in our nation’s history. Help them always to see the office to which they’ve been elected as a sacred trust from you. We pray that you will bless their wives who will share so much of the responsibility and burdens. Make President-elect Clinton know that he is never really alone but that the eternal God can be his refuge and he can turn to you in every circumstance. Give him the wisdom you’ve promised to those who ask and the strength that you alone can give. We thank you for his predecessor President Bush and the dedication he gave to this office. Bless him as he and Mrs. Bush continue their dedicated service to our country in other spheres. We commit this inaugural ceremony to you and ask that the memory of this event may always remind us to pray for our leaders. I pray this in the name of the one that’s called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, the Everlasting Father and the Prince of Peace. Amen.”[16]
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 Post-ceremony traditions
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 Departure of the outgoing president




Following the inaugural ceremony on the west front of the U.S. Capitol, the outgoing President and First Lady, George H. W. Bush and Barbara Bush[image: External link], left the Capitol to begin their post-presidential lives. Clinton and Gore escorted their predecessors out of the Capitol after the swearing-in ceremony. George H. W. Bush and his wife Barbara then departed on a plane to return to Houston, Texas[image: External link].[17]
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 Congressional luncheon




Clinton and Gore were guests of honour at a luncheon held by the United States Congress immediately following the inaugural ceremony. The luncheon was held in Statuary Hall[image: External link] and was attended by the leadership of both houses of Congress as well as guests of the president and vice president. By tradition, outgoing President George H. W. Bush and outgoing Vice President Dan Quayle did not attend.[18]
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 Inaugural Parade




After the luncheon, Clinton and his wife made their way down Pennsylvania Avenue[image: External link] to the White House, followed by a procession of ceremonial military regiments, citizens’ groups, marching bands, and floats.[19] The Clintons traveled in a limousine down Pennsylvania Avenue to the cheers of a large crowd lining the street. The Clintons got out of the limousine to walk the final few blocks to the White House, followed by the Gores a few minutes later.[20]
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 Inaugural balls




After the parade, the president, vice president and their families attended the 11 official inaugural balls held in their honour. Sites for these balls included the Air and Space Museum[image: External link] and the S. Dillon Ripley Center[image: External link].[21]
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 Clinton's Inaugural Address




"My fellow citizens, today we celebrate the mystery of American renewal. This ceremony is held in the depth of winter, but by the words we speak and the faces we show the world, we force the spring, a spring reborn in the world's oldest democracy that brings forth the vision and courage to reinvent America. When our Founders boldly declared America's independence to the world and our purposes to the Almighty, they knew that America, to endure, would have to change; not change for change's sake but change to preserve America's ideals: life, liberty, the pursuit of happiness. Though we marched to the music of our time, our mission is timeless. Each generation of Americans must define what it means to be an American.

On behalf of our Nation, I salute my predecessor, President Bush, for his half-century of service to America. And I thank the millions of men and women whose steadfastness and sacrifice triumphed over depression, fascism, and communism.

Today, a generation raised in the shadows of the cold war assumes new responsibilities in a world warmed by the sunshine of freedom but threatened still by ancient hatreds and new plagues. Raised in unrivaled prosperity, we inherit an economy that is still the world's strongest but is weakened by business failures, stagnant wages, increasing inequality, and deep divisions among our own people.

When George Washington first took the oath I have just sworn to uphold, news traveled slowly across the land by horseback and across the ocean by boat. Now, the sights and sounds of this ceremony are broadcast instantaneously to billions around the world. Communications and commerce are global. Investment is mobile. Technology is almost magical. And ambition for a better life is now universal.

We earn our livelihood in America today in peaceful competition with people all across the Earth. Profound and powerful forces are shaking and remaking our world. And the urgent question of our time is whether we can make change our friend and not our enemy. This new world has already enriched the lives of millions of Americans who are able to compete and win in it. But when most people are working harder for less; when others cannot work at all; when the cost of health care devastates families and threatens to bankrupt our enterprises, great and small; when the fear of crime robs law-abiding citizens of their freedom; and when millions of poor children cannot even imagine the lives we are calling them to lead, we have not made change our friend.

We know we have to face hard truths and take strong steps, but we have not done so; instead, we have drifted. And that drifting has eroded our resources, fractured our economy, and shaken our confidence. Though our challenges are fearsome, so are our strengths. Americans have ever been a restless, questing, hopeful people. And we must bring to our task today the vision and will of those who came before us. From our Revolution to the Civil War, to the Great Depression, to the civil rights movement, our people have always mustered the determination to construct from these crises the pillars of our history. Thomas Jefferson believed that to preserve the very foundations of our Nation, we would need dramatic change from time to time. Well, my fellow Americans, this is our time. Let us embrace it.

Our democracy must be not only the envy of the world but the engine of our own renewal. There is nothing wrong with America that cannot be cured by what is right with America. And so today we pledge an end to the era of deadlock and drift, and a new season of American renewal has begun.

To renew America, we must be bold. We must do what no generation has had to do before. We must invest more in our own people, in their jobs, and in their future, and at the same time cut our massive debt. And we must do so in a world in which we must compete for every opportunity. It will not be easy. It will require sacrifice, but it can be done and done fairly, not choosing sacrifice for its own sake but for our own sake. We must provide for our Nation the way a family provides for its children.

Our Founders saw themselves in the light of posterity. We can do no less. Anyone who has ever watched a child's eyes wander into sleep knows what posterity is. Posterity is the world to come: the world for whom we hold our ideals, from whom we have borrowed our planet, and to whom we bear sacred responsibility. We must do what America does best: offer more opportunity to all and demand more responsibility from all. It is time to break the bad habit of expecting something for nothing from our Government or from each other. Let us all take more responsibility not only for ourselves and our families but for our communities and our country.

To renew America, we must revitalize our democracy. This beautiful Capital, like every capital since the dawn of civilization, is often a place of intrigue and calculation. Powerful people maneuver for position and worry endlessly about who is in and who is out, who is up and who is down, forgetting those people whose toil and sweat sends us here and pays our way. Americans deserve better. And in this city today there are people who want to do better. And so I say to all of you here: Let us resolve to reform our politics so that power and privilege no longer shout down the voice of the people. Let us put aside personal advantage so that we can feel the pain and see the promise of America. Let us resolve to make our Government a place for what Franklin Roosevelt called bold, persistent experimentation, a Government for our tomorrows, not our yesterdays. Let us give this Capital back to the people to whom it belongs.

To renew America, we must meet challenges abroad as well as at home. There is no longer a clear division between what is foreign and what is domestic. The world economy, the world environment, the world AIDS crisis, the world arms race: they affect us all. Today, as an older order passes, the new world is more free but less stable. Communism's collapse has called forth old animosities and new dangers. Clearly, America must continue to lead the world we did so much to make.

While America rebuilds at home, we will not shrink from the challenges nor fail to seize the opportunities of this new world. Together with our friends and allies, we will work to shape change, lest it engulf us. When our vital interests are challenged or the will and conscience of the international community is defied, we will act, with peaceful diplomacy whenever possible, with force when necessary. The brave Americans serving our Nation today in the Persian Gulf, in Somalia, and wherever else they stand are testament to our resolve. But our greatest strength is the power of our ideas, which are still new in many lands. Across the world we see them embraced, and we rejoice. Our hopes, our hearts, our hands are with those on every continent who are building democracy and freedom. Their cause is America's cause.

The American people have summoned the change we celebrate today. You have raised your voices in an unmistakable chorus. You have cast your votes in historic numbers. And you have changed the face of Congress, the Presidency, and the political process itself. Yes, you, my fellow Americans, have forced the spring. Now we must do the work the season demands. To that work I now turn with all the authority of my office. I ask the Congress to join with me. But no President, no Congress, no Government can undertake this mission alone.

My fellow Americans, you, too, must play your part in our renewal. I challenge a new generation of young Americans to a season of service: to act on your idealism by helping troubled children, keeping company with those in need, reconnecting our torn communities. There is so much to be done; enough, indeed, for millions of others who are still young in spirit to give of themselves in service, too. In serving, we recognize a simple but powerful truth: We need each other, and we must care for one another.

Today we do more than celebrate America. We rededicate ourselves to the very idea of America, an idea born in revolution and renewed through two centuries of challenge; an idea tempered by the knowledge that, but for fate, we, the fortunate, and the unfortunate might have been each other; an idea ennobled by the faith that our Nation can summon from its myriad diversity the deepest measure of unity; an idea infused with the conviction that America's long, heroic journey must go forever upward.

And so, my fellow Americans, as we stand at the edge of the 21st century, let us begin anew with energy and hope, with faith and discipline. And let us work until our work is done. The Scripture says, "And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not." From this joyful mountaintop of celebration we hear a call to service in the valley. We have heard the trumpets. We have changed the guard. And now, each in our own way and with God's help, we must answer the call.

Thank you, and God bless you all".[22]
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North American Free Trade Agreement






"NAFTA" redirects here. For other uses, see Nafta (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA; Spanish: Tratado de Libre Comercio de América del Norte, TLCAN; French: Accord de libre-échange nord-américain, ALÉNA) is an agreement signed by Canada[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link], and the United States[image: External link], creating a trilateral trade bloc[image: External link] in North America[image: External link]. The agreement came into force on January 1, 1994.[4] It superseded the Canada–United States Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] between the U.S. and Canada.[5]

NAFTA has two supplements: the North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation[image: External link] (NAAEC) and the North American Agreement on Labor Cooperation (NAALC).

Most economic analyses indicate that NAFTA has been a small net positive for the United States, large net positive for Mexico and had an insignificant impact on Canada.
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 Negotiation and U.S. ratification




Following diplomatic negotiations dating back to 1990 among the three nations, U.S. President George H. W. Bush, Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney[image: External link] and Mexican President Carlos Salinas[image: External link] signed the agreement in their respective capitals on December 17, 1992.[6] The signed agreement was then ratified[image: External link] by each nation's legislative or parliamentary branch.

The earlier Canada–United States Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] had been controversial and divisive in Canada, and the 1988 Canadian election[image: External link] involved discussion on the issue. In that election, more Canadians voted for anti-free trade parties (the Liberals[image: External link] and the New Democrats[image: External link]) but the split caused more seats in parliament to be won by the pro-free trade Progressive Conservatives[image: External link] (PCs). Mulroney and the PCs had a parliamentary majority[image: External link] and were easily able to pass the 1987 Canada-U.S. FTA and NAFTA bills. However, he was replaced as Conservative leader and prime minister by Kim Campbell[image: External link]. Campbell led the PC party into the 1993 election[image: External link] where they were decimated by the Liberal Party under Jean Chrétien[image: External link], who had campaigned on a promise to renegotiate or abrogate NAFTA; however, Chrétien subsequently negotiated two supplemental agreements with the new U.S. president. In the U.S., Bush, who had worked to "fast track" the signing prior to the end of his term, ran out of time and had to pass the required ratification and signing of the implementation law to incoming president Bill Clinton. Prior to sending it to the United States Senate Clinton added two side agreements, The North American Agreement on Labor Cooperation (NAALC) and the North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation[image: External link] (NAAEC), to protect workers and the environment, plus allay the concerns of many House members. It also required U.S. partners to adhere to environmental practices and regulations similar to its own.[citation needed[image: External link]]

After much consideration and emotional discussion, the House of Representatives passed the North American Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act on November 17, 1993, 234–200. The agreement's supporters included 132 Republicans and 102 Democrats. The bill passed the Senate on November 20, 1993, 61–38.[7] Senate supporters were 34 Republicans and 27 Democrats. Clinton signed it into law on December 8, 1993; the agreement went into effect on January 1, 1994.[8][9] Clinton, while signing the NAFTA bill, stated that "NAFTA means jobs. American jobs, and good-paying American jobs. If I didn't believe that, I wouldn't support this agreement."[10]
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 Provisions




The goal of NAFTA was to eliminate barriers to trade and investment between the U.S., Canada and Mexico. The implementation of NAFTA on January 1, 1994 brought the immediate elimination of tariffs[image: External link] on more than one-half of Mexico's exports to the U.S. and more than one-third of U.S. exports to Mexico. Within 10 years of the implementation of the agreement, all U.S.-Mexico tariffs would be eliminated except for some U.S. agricultural exports to Mexico that were to be phased out within 15 years.[11] Most U.S.-Canada trade was already duty-free. NAFTA also sought to eliminate non-tariff trade barriers and to protect the intellectual property rights on traded products.

Chapter 52 provides a procedure for the international resolution of disputes over the application and interpretation of NAFTA. It was modelled after Chapter 69 of the Canada-United States Free Trade Agreement[image: External link].[12] The roster of NAFTA adjudicators[image: External link] includes many retired judges, such as Alice Desjardins[image: External link], John Maxwell Evans[image: External link], Constance Hunt[image: External link], John Richard[image: External link], Arlin M. Adams[image: External link], Susan Getzendanner[image: External link], George C. Pratt[image: External link], Charles B. Renfrew[image: External link] and Sandra Day O'Connor.
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The North American Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act made some changes to the copyright law of the United States[image: External link], foreshadowing the Uruguay Round Agreements Act[image: External link] of 1994 by restoring copyright (within the NAFTA nations) on certain motion pictures which had entered the public domain.[13][14]
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 Environment




Securing U.S. congressional approval for NAFTA would have been impossible without addressing public concerns about NAFTA’s environmental impact.[15] The Clinton administration negotiated a side agreement on the environment with Canada and Mexico, the North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation (NAAEC), which led to the creation of the Commission for Environmental Cooperation[image: External link] (CEC) in 1994. To alleviate concerns that NAFTA, the first regional trade agreement between a developing country and two developed countries, would have negative environmental impacts, the CEC was given a mandate to conduct ongoing ex post environmental assessment of NAFTA.[16]

In response to this mandate, the CEC created a framework for conducting environmental analysis of NAFTA, one of the first ex post frameworks for the environmental assessment of trade liberalization. The framework was designed to produce a focused and systematic body of evidence with respect to the initial hypotheses about NAFTA and the environment, such as the concern that NAFTA would create a "race to the bottom" in environmental regulation among the three countries, or the hope that NAFTA would pressure governments to increase their environmental protection mechanisms.[17] The CEC has held four symposia using this framework to evaluate the environmental impacts of NAFTA and has commissioned 47 papers on this subject. In keeping with the CEC’s overall strategy of transparency and public involvement, the CEC commissioned these papers from leading independent experts.[18]
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 Agriculture




From the earliest negotiation, agriculture[image: External link] was (and still remains) a controversial topic within NAFTA, as it has been with almost all free trade agreements[image: External link] that have been signed within the WTO[image: External link] framework. Agriculture is the only section that was not negotiated trilaterally; instead, three separate agreements were signed between each pair of parties. The Canada–U.S. agreement contains significant restrictions and tariff quotas on agricultural products (mainly sugar, dairy, and poultry products), whereas the Mexico–U.S. pact allows for a wider liberalization[image: External link] within a framework of phase-out periods (it was the first North–South[image: External link] FTA on agriculture to be signed).
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 Transportation infrastructure




NAFTA established the CANAMEX Corridor[image: External link] for road transport between Canada and Mexico, also proposed for use by rail, pipeline, and fiber optic telecommunications infrastructure. This became a High Priority Corridor under the U.S. Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act[image: External link] of 1991.
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 Impact
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 Canada




Like Mexico and the U.S., Canada received a modest positive economic benefit as measured by GDP. Many feared declines failed to materialize, and some industries, like the furniture industry, which were expected to suffer, grew instead.[citation needed[image: External link]] Canadian manufacturing employment held steady despite an international downward trend in developed countries.[citation needed[image: External link]] One of NAFTA's biggest economic effects on U.S.-Canada trade has been to boost bilateral agricultural flows.[19] In the year 2008 alone, Canada exports to the United States and Mexico were at $381.3 billion, and imports from NAFTA were at $245.1 billion.[20]

A 2007 study found that NAFTA has "almost zero welfare impact on member and nonmember countries".[21] A 2015 study found that Canada's welfare decreased by 0.06% as a result of the NAFTA tariff reductions, and that Canada's intra-bloc trade increased by 11%.[22]
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 Mexico




Further information: Effects of NAFTA on Mexico[image: External link]


Maquiladoras[image: External link] (Mexican assembly plants that take in imported components and produce goods for export) have become the landmark of trade in Mexico. These are plants that moved to this region from the United States, hence the debate over the loss of American jobs. Income in the maquiladora sector has increased 15.5% since the implementation of NAFTA in 1994.[23] Other sectors now benefit from the free trade agreement, and the share of exports[image: External link] from non-border states has increased in the last five years while the share of exports from maquiladora-border states has decreased. This has allowed for the rapid growth of non-border metropolitan areas, such as Toluca[image: External link], León[image: External link] and Puebla[image: External link]; all three larger in population than Tijuana[image: External link], Ciudad Juárez[image: External link], and Reynosa[image: External link].

The overall effect of the Mexico–U.S. agricultural agreement is a matter of dispute. Mexico did not invest in the infrastructure necessary for competition, such as efficient rail roads and highways, which resulted in more difficult living conditions for the country's poor. Mexico's agricultural exports increased 9.4 percent annually between 1994 and 2001, while imports increased by only 6.9 percent a year during the same period.[24]

One of the most affected agricultural sectors is the meat industry[image: External link]. Mexico has gone from a small player in the pre-1994 U.S. export market to the second largest importer of U.S. agricultural products in 2004, and NAFTA may be credited as a major catalyst for this change. The allowance of free trade removed the hurdles that impeded business between the two countries. As a result, Mexico has provided a growing market for meat for the U.S., leading to an increase in sales and profits for the U.S. meat industry. This coincides with a noticeable increase in Mexican per capita GDP that has created large changes in meat consumption patterns, implying that Mexicans can now afford to buy more meat and thus per capita meat consumption has grown.[25]

Production of corn[image: External link] in Mexico has increased since NAFTA's implementation. However, internal corn demand has increased beyond Mexico's sufficiency, and imports have become necessary, far beyond the quotas Mexico had originally negotiated.[26] Zahniser & Coyle have also pointed out that corn prices in Mexico, adjusted for international prices, have drastically decreased, yet through a program of subsidies expanded by former president Vicente Fox[image: External link], production has remained stable since 2000.[27]

A 2001 Journal of Economic Perspectives[image: External link] review of the existing literature found that NAFTA was a net benefit to Mexico.[28] By the year 2003, 80% of the commerce in Mexico was executed only with the U.S. The commercial sales surplus under NAFTA with the U.S., combined with the deficit on the rest of the world, created a dependency in Mexico's exports. These effects were evident in 2001–2003; the result of that recession was either a low rate or a negative rate in Mexico's exports.[29]

A 2015 study found that Mexico's welfare increased by 1.31% as a result of the NAFTA tariff reductions, and that Mexico's intra-bloc trade increased by 118%.[22] Inequality and poverty fell in the most globalization-affected regions of Mexico over the introduction of NAFTA.[30] 2013 and 2015 studies show that Mexican small farmers benefitted more on NAFTA than large-scale farmers.[31][32]

NAFTA has also been credited with the rise of the Mexican middle class. A Tufts University[image: External link] study found that NAFTA lowered the average cost of basic necessities in Mexico by up to 50%.[33] This price reduction has increased cash-on-hand for many Mexican families, allowing Mexico to graduate more engineers than Germany[image: External link] each year.[34]

The growth from new orders of products indicates that there was an increase in the demand from manufacture products. This increased demand resulted in an expansion of the production and a higher employment rate to satisfy the increment in the demand. The growth in the maquiladora industry and in the manufactory industry has been of 4.7% by August, 2016.[35] Three quarters of the outer market of importation and exportations comes from the U.S.

Tufts University political scientist Daniel W. Drezner has argued that NAFTA made it easier for Mexico to transform to a real democracy and become a country that views itself as North American. This has boosted cooperation between the United States and Mexico.[36]
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In a 2012 survey of leading economists, 95% supported the notion that on average, U.S. citizens benefited on NAFTA.[37] A 2001 Journal of Economic Perspectives review found that NAFTA was a net benefit to the United States.[28] A 2015 study found that US welfare increased by 0.08% as a result of the NAFTA tariff reductions, and that US intra-bloc trade increased by 41%.[22]

In 2015, the Congressional Research Service[image: External link] concluded that the "net overall effect of NAFTA on the U.S. economy appears to have been relatively modest, primarily because trade with Canada and Mexico accounts for a small percentage of U.S. GDP. However, there were worker and firm adjustment costs as the three countries adjusted to more open trade and investment among their economies."[38]

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce[image: External link] credits NAFTA with increasing U.S. trade in goods and services with Canada and Mexico from $337 billion in 1993 to $1.2 trillion in 2011, while the AFL-CIO[image: External link] blames the agreement for sending 700,000 American manufacturing jobs to Mexico over that time.[39]

University of California, San Diego, economics professor Gordon Hanson[image: External link] has said that NAFTA helped the U.S. compete against China and therefore saved U.S. jobs.[40][41] While some jobs were lost to Mexico as a result of NAFTA, considerably more would have been lost to China if not for NAFTA.[40][41]
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The U.S. had a trade surplus with NAFTA countries of $28.3 billion for services in 2009 and a trade deficit of $94.6 billion (36.4% annual increase) for goods in 2010. This trade deficit accounted for 26.8 percent of all U.S. goods trade deficit.[42]

In a study published in the August 2008 issue of the American Journal of Agricultural Economics[image: External link], NAFTA has increased U.S. agricultural exports to Mexico and Canada even though most of this increase occurred a decade after its ratification. The study focused on the effects that gradual "phase-in" periods in regional trade agreements, including NAFTA, have on trade flows. Most of the increase in members’ agricultural trade, which was only recently brought under the purview of the World Trade Organization, was due to very high trade barriers before NAFTA or other regional trade agreements.[43]
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 Investment




The U.S. foreign direct investment (FDI) in NAFTA countries (stock) was $327.5 billion in 2009 (latest data available), up 8.8% from 2008.[42] The U.S. direct investment in NAFTA countries is in nonbank holding companies, and in the manufacturing, finance/insurance, and mining sectors.[42] The foreign direct investment[image: External link] of Canada and Mexico in the United States (stock) was $237.2 billion in 2009 (the latest data available), up 16.5% from 2008.[42][44]
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 Jobs




Many American small businesses depend on exporting their products to Canada or Mexico under NAFTA. According to the U.S. Trade Representative[image: External link], this trade supports over 140,000 small- and medium-sized businesses in the US.[45]

According to the Economic Policy Institute[image: External link], California[image: External link], Texas[image: External link], Michigan[image: External link] and other states with high concentrations of manufacturing jobs were most affected by job loss due to NAFTA.[46] EPI economist Robert Scott estimates some 682,900 U.S. jobs have been "lost or displaced" as a result of the trade agreement.[47] However, other studies have found that NAFTA only had a modest impact on manufacturing employment, and that automation explains away 87% of the losses in manufacturing jobs.[48]

According to University of California, Berkeley professor of economics Brad DeLong[image: External link], NAFTA had an insignificant impact on US manufacturing.[49] The adverse impact on manufacturing has been way exaggerated in US political discourse according to DeLong,[49] which is something that Harvard economist Dani Rodrik agrees with.[50]
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 Environment




For more details on this topic, see NAFTA's Impact on the Environment[image: External link].

According to a study in the Journal of International Economics[image: External link], NAFTA reduced pollution emitted by the US manufacturing sector: "On average, nearly two-thirds of the reductions in PM10 and SO2 emissions from the U.S. manufacturing sector between 1994 and 1998 can be attributed to trade liberalization following NAFTA."[51]

According to the Sierra Club[image: External link], NAFTA contributed to large-scale, export-oriented farming, which led to the increased use of fossil fuels, pesticides and GMO.[52] NAFTA also contributed to environmentally destructive mining practices in Mexico.[52] It prevented Canada from effectively regulating its tar sands industry, and created new legal avenues for transnational corporations to fight environmental legislation.[52] In some cases, environmental policy was neglected in the wake of trade liberalization; in other cases, NAFTA's measures for investment protection, such as Chapter 11, and measures against non-tariff trade barriers threatened to discourage more vigorous environmental policy.[53] The most serious overall increases in pollution due to NAFTA were found in the base metals sector, the Mexican petroleum sector, and the transportation equipment sector in the United States and Mexico, but not in Canada.[54]
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 Mobility of persons




According to the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] Yearbook of Immigration Statistics, during fiscal year 2006 (i.e., October 2005 through September 2006), 73,880 foreign professionals (64,633 Canadians and 9,247 Mexicans) were admitted into the United States for temporary employment under NAFTA (i.e., in the TN status[image: External link]). Additionally, 17,321 of their family members (13,136 Canadians, 2,904 Mexicans, as well as a number of third-country nationals married to Canadians and Mexicans) entered the U.S. in the treaty national's dependent (TD) status.[55] Because DHS counts the number of the new I-94 arrival records[image: External link] filled at the border, and the TN-1 admission is valid for three years, the number of non-immigrants in TN status present in the U.S. at the end of the fiscal year is approximately equal to the number of admissions during the year. (A discrepancy may be caused by some TN entrants leaving the country or changing status before their three-year admission period has expired, while other immigrants admitted earlier may change their status to TN or TD, or extend TN status granted earlier). According to the International Organization for Migration[image: External link], deaths of migrants have been on the rise worldwide with 5,604 deaths in 2016.[56] An increased number of undocumented farmworkers in California may be due to the initial passing of NAFTA[57]

Canadian authorities estimated that, as of December 1, 2006, a total of 24,830 U.S. citizens and 15,219 Mexican citizens were present in Canada as "foreign workers". These numbers include both entrants under the NAFTA agreement and those who have entered under other provisions of the Canadian immigration law.[58] New entries of foreign workers in 2006 were 16,841 (U.S. citizens) and 13,933 (Mexicans).[59] Nevertheless, the institutional frameworks of the cross-border migrations are weak, so as the institutional roles and responsibilities at both in the national and international levels.[60]
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 Disputes and controversies
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 1992 Presidential candidate Ross Perot




In the second 1992 Presidential Debate, Ross Perot argued:


We have got to stop sending jobs overseas. It's pretty simple: If you're paying $12, $13, $14 an hour for factory workers and you can move your factory south of the border, pay a dollar an hour for labor,...have no health care—that's the most expensive single element in making a car— have no environmental controls, no pollution controls and no retirement, and you don't care about anything but making money, there will be a giant sucking sound[image: External link] going south.

    ...when [Mexico's] jobs come up from a dollar an hour to six dollars an hour, and ours go down to six dollars an hour, and then it's leveled again. But in the meantime, you've wrecked the country with these kinds of deals.[61]



Perot ultimately lost the election, and the winner, Bill Clinton, supported NAFTA, which went into effect on January 1, 1994.
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 Legal disputes




In 1996, the gasoline additive MMT[image: External link] was brought into Canada by Ethyl Corporation[image: External link], an American company. At the time, the Canadian federal government banned the importation of the additive. The American company brought a claim under NAFTA Chapter 11 seeking US$201 million,[62] from the Canadian government and the Canadian provinces under the Agreement on Internal Trade ("AIT"). The American company argued that their additive had not been conclusively linked to any health dangers, and that the prohibition was damaging to their company. Following a finding that the ban was a violation of the AIT,[63] the Canadian federal government repealed the ban and settled with the American company for US$13 million.[64] Studies by Health and Welfare Canada (now Health Canada) on the health effects of MMT in fuel found no significant health effects associated with exposure to these exhaust emissions. Other Canadian researchers and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency disagree with Health Canada, and cite studies that include possible nerve damage.[65]

Canada had filed numerous motions to have the duty eliminated and the collected duties returned to Canada.[66] After the United States lost an appeal[image: External link] from a NAFTA panel, it responded by saying "We are, of course, disappointed with the [NAFTA panel's] decision, but it will have no impact on the anti-dumping[image: External link] and countervailing duty[image: External link] orders." (Nick Lifton, spokesman for U.S. Trade Representative[image: External link] Rob Portman)[67] On July 21, 2006, the United States Court of International Trade[image: External link] found that imposition of the duties was contrary to U.S. law.[68][69]
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 Change in income trust taxation not expropriation




On October 30, 2007, American citizens Marvin and Elaine Gottlieb[image: External link] filed a Notice of Intent to Submit a Claim to Arbitration under NAFTA, claiming thousands of U.S. investors lost a total of $5 billion in the fall-out from the Conservative Government's[image: External link] decision the previous year to change the tax rate on income trusts in the energy sector. On April 29, 2009, a determination was made that this change in tax law was not expropriation.[70]
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 Impact on Mexican farmers




Several studies have rejected NAFTA as the force responsible for depressing the incomes of poor corn farmers, citing the trend's existence more than a decade before NAFTA's existence, an increase in maize production after NAFTA went into effect in 1994, and the lack of a measurable impact on the price of Mexican corn due to subsidized corn coming into Mexico from the United States, though they agree that the abolition of U.S. agricultural subsidies[image: External link] would benefit Mexican farmers.[71]
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 Zapatista Uprising in response to NAFTA in Chiapas




For more details on this topic, see Zapatista Army of National Liberation[image: External link].

The preparations for NAFTA included cancellation of Article 27 of Mexico's constitution, the cornerstone of Emiliano Zapata[image: External link]'s revolution of 1910–1919. Under the historic Article 27, Indian communal landholdings were protected from sale or privatization. However, this barrier to investment was incompatible with NAFTA. With the removal of Article 27, Indian farmers feared the loss of their remaining lands, and also feared cheap imports (substitutes) from the US. Thus, the Zapatistas labelled NAFTA as a "death sentence" to Indian communities all over Mexico. Then EZLN[image: External link] declared war on the Mexican state on January 1, 1994, the day NAFTA came into force.[72]
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 Chapter 11




Another contentious issue is the impact of the investor state dispute settlement[image: External link] obligations contained in Chapter 11 of the NAFTA.[73] Chapter 11 allows corporations or individuals to sue Mexico, Canada or the United States for compensation when actions taken by those governments (or by those for whom they are responsible at international law, such as provincial, state, or municipal governments) violate the international law.[74]

This chapter has been criticized by groups in the U.S.,[75] Mexico,[76] and Canada[77] for a variety of reasons, including not taking into account important social and environmental[78] considerations. In Canada, several groups, including the Council of Canadians, challenged the constitutionality of Chapter 11. They lost at the trial level[79] and have subsequently appealed.

Methanex Corporation[image: External link], a Canadian corporation, filed a US$[image: External link]970 million suit against the United States, claiming that a California[image: External link] ban on Methyl tert-butyl ether[image: External link] (MTBE), a substance that had found its way into many wells in the state, was hurtful to the corporation's sales of methanol[image: External link]. However, the claim was rejected, and the company was ordered to pay US$3 million to the U.S. government in costs. The tribunal based its decision namely on following reasoning: But as a matter of general international law, a non-discriminatory regulation for a public purpose, which is enacted in accordance with due process and, which affects, inter alios[image: External link], a foreign investor or investment is not deemed expropriatory and compensable unless specific commitments had been given by the regulating government to the then putative foreign investor contemplating investment that the government would refrain from such regulation.[80]

In another case, Metalclad[image: External link], an American corporation, was awarded US$15.6 million from Mexico after a Mexican municipality refused a construction permit for the hazardous waste[image: External link] landfill it intended to construct in Guadalcázar[image: External link], San Luis Potosí[image: External link]. The construction had already been approved by the federal government with various environmental requirements imposed (see paragraph 48 of the tribunal decision). The NAFTA panel found that the municipality did not have the authority to ban construction on the basis of the environmental concerns.[81]

Eli Lilly[image: External link] and Company v. Government of Canada[82] is a US$500mn claim for faulty drug patent legislation.[83] Apotex[image: External link] is suing the U.S. for US$520 million because of lost opportunity in a FDA[image: External link] generic drug decision.[83]

Lone Pine Resources Inc.[image: External link] v. Government of Canada[84] has filed a US$250 million claim against Canada, whom it accuses of "arbitrary, capricious and illegal" behaviour,[85] because Quebec aims to prevent fracking[image: External link] exploration under the St. Lawrence Seaway[image: External link].[83] Milos Barutciski[image: External link], the lawyer who represents Lone Pine, has decried attempts to portray his client as "another rapacious multinational challenging governments’ ability to regulate for health, safety and the environment". Lone Pine Resources is incorporated in Delaware but headquartered in Calgary,[85] and had an initial public offering of stock on the NYSE on May 25, 2011, which offered 15 million shares each for $13 and raised US$195 million.[86] Barutciski acknowledged "that NAFTA and other investor-protection treaties create an anomaly in that Canadian companies that have also seen their permits rescinded by the very same Quebec legislation, which expressly forbids the paying of compensation, do not have the right pursue a NAFTA claim," and that winning "compensation in Canadian courts for domestic companies in this case would be more difficult since the Constitution puts property rights in provincial hands."[85] A treaty with China would extend similar rights to Chinese investors, including SOEs[image: External link].[85]
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 Chapter 19




Also contentious is NAFTA's Chapter 19, which subjects antidumping[image: External link] and countervailing duty[image: External link] (AD/CVD) determinations to binational panel review instead of, or in addition to, conventional judicial review.[87] For example, in the United States, review of agency decisions imposing antidumping and countervailing duties are normally heard before the U.S. Court of International Trade[image: External link], an Article III court[image: External link]. NAFTA parties, however, have the option of appealing the decisions to binational panels composed of five citizens from the two relevant NAFTA countries.[87] The panelists are generally lawyers experienced in international trade law. Since the NAFTA does not include substantive provisions concerning AD/CVD, the panel is charged with determining whether final agency determinations involving AD/CVD conform with the country's domestic law. Chapter 19 can be considered as somewhat of an anomaly in international dispute settlement since it does not apply international law, but requires a panel composed of individuals from many countries to re-examine the application of one country's domestic law.

A Chapter 19 panel is expected to examine whether the agency's determination is supported by "substantial evidence." This standard assumes significant deference to the domestic agency. Some of the most controversial trade disputes in recent years, such as the U.S.-Canada softwood lumber dispute[image: External link], have been litigated before Chapter 19 panels.

Decisions by Chapter 19 panels can be challenged before a NAFTA extraordinary challenge committee. However, an extraordinary challenge committee does not function as an ordinary appeal.[87] Under NAFTA, it will only vacate or remand a decision if the decision involves a significant and material error that threatens the integrity of the NAFTA dispute settlement system. Since January 2006, no NAFTA party has successfully challenged a Chapter 19 panel's decision before an extraordinary challenge committee.
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 Criticism from President Donald Trump




In a 60 Minutes interview in September 2015, the American businessman Donald Trump, having announced his candidacy for the 2016 presidential election[image: External link] just three months earlier, condemned the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), calling it "the single worst trade deal ever approved in [the United States]",[88] going on to say that if elected president, "We will either renegotiate it, or we will break it."[89][90] Juan Pablo Castañón, president of the Consejo Coordinador Empresarial, expressed his concerns about the renegotiation and the willingness to focus on the car industry that has brought a lot of success[91] A range of trade experts have said that pulling out of NAFTA as Trump proposed would have a range of unintended consequences for the U.S., including reduced access to the U.S.'s biggest export markets, a reduction in economic growth, and increased prices for gasoline, cars, fruits, and vegetables.[92] Members of the private initiative in Mexico said that in order to eliminate NAFTA there are a lot of laws that have to be adapted by the U.S. Congress and this will also eventually result in legal complaints by the World Trade Organization[image: External link].[91] The Washington Post fact-checker furthermore noted that a Congressional Research Service review of the academic literature on NAFTA concluded that the "net overall effect of NAFTA on the U.S. economy appears to have been relatively modest, primarily because trade with Canada and Mexico accounts for a small percentage of U.S. GDP."[22]
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 Policy of the Trump administration
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 Renegotiation




Shortly after being elected[image: External link], U.S. President Donald Trump announced his intention to begin renegotiating the terms of NAFTA, seeking to resolve issues with trade outlined during his campaign for the presidency. The leaders of Canada[image: External link] and Mexico[image: External link] have indicated their willingness to work with the Trump administration, and although vague on the exact terms that he will be seeking in a renegotiated NAFTA, Trump has threatened to withdraw from it if negotiations fail.[93]

Members of the Trump administration such as U.S. Commerce Secretary[image: External link] Wilbur Ross[image: External link] will play a leading role in the negotiation process.[94]
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 Impact of withdrawing from NAFTA




Following Donald Trump's election to the presidency[image: External link], a range of trade experts have said that pulling out of NAFTA as Trump proposed would have a range of unintended consequences for the U.S., including reduced access to the U.S.'s biggest export markets, a reduction in economic growth, and increased prices for gasoline, cars, fruits, and vegetables.[95] The worst affected sectors would be textiles, agriculture and automobiles.[96][97]

According to Tufts University political scientist Daniel W. Drezner, the Trump administration's desire to return relations with Mexico to the pre-NAFTA era are misguided. Drezner argues that NAFTA made it easier for Mexico to transform to a real democracy and become a country that views itself as North American. If Trump acts on many of the threats that he has made against Mexico, it is not inconceivable that Mexicans would turn to left-wing populist strongmen, as several South-American countries have. At the very least, US-Mexico relations would worsen, with adverse implications for cooperation on border security, counterterrorism, drug-war cooperation, deportations and managing Central American migration.[36]

According to Chad P. Bown (senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for International Economics), "a renegotiated NAFTA that would reestablish trade barriers is unlikely to help workers who lost their jobs — regardless of the cause — take advantage of new employment opportunities."[98]

According to Harvard economist Marc Melitz, "recent research estimates that the repeal of NAFTA would not increase car production in the United States."[99] Melitz notes that this would cost manufacturing jobs.[99]
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If the Trans-Pacific Partnership[image: External link] comes into effect, existing agreements like NAFTA will be reduced to those provisions that do not conflict with the TPP, or that require greater trade liberalization than the TPP.[100]
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Clinton health care plan of 1993











The Clinton health care plan, known officially as the Health Security Act and unofficially nicknamed "Hillarycare" (after First Lady Hillary Clinton) by its detractors,[1][2] was a 1993 healthcare reform[image: External link] package proposed by the administration of President Bill Clinton and closely associated with the chair of the task force devising the plan, First Lady of the United States Clinton.

The president had campaigned heavily on health care in the 1992 presidential election[image: External link]. The task force was created in January 1993, but its own processes were somewhat controversial and drew litigation. Its goal was to come up with a comprehensive plan to provide universal health care[image: External link] for all Americans, which was to be a cornerstone of the administration's first-term agenda. A major health care speech was delivered by the president to the US Congress[image: External link] in September 1993. The core element of the proposed plan was an enforced mandate for employers to provide health insurance coverage to all of their employees.

Opposition to the plan was heavy from conservatives[image: External link], libertarians[image: External link], and the health insurance industry[image: External link]. The industry produced a highly effective television ad, "Harry and Louise[image: External link]", in an effort to rally public support against the plan.

Instead of uniting behind the original proposal, many Democrats offered a number of competing plans of their own. Hillary Clinton was drafted by the Clinton Administration to head a new Task Force and sell the plan to the American people, which ultimately backfired amid the barrage from the pharmaceutical and health insurance industries and considerably diminished her own popularity. On September 26, 1994, the final compromise Democratic bill was declared dead by Senate Majority Leader[image: External link] George J. Mitchell.[3]



TOP
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 Provisions




According to an address to Congress by then-President Bill Clinton on September 22, 1993, the proposed bill would provide a "health care security card" to every citizen that would irrevocably entitle him or her to medical treatment and preventative services, including for pre-existing conditions.[4]

To achieve this, the Clinton health plan required each US citizen[image: External link] and permanent resident alien[image: External link] to become enrolled in a qualified health plan on his or her own or through programs mandated to be offered by businesses with more than 5,000 full-time employees. Subsidies were to be provided to those too poor to afford coverage, including complete subsidies for those below a set income level. Users would choose plans offered by regional health alliances to be established by each state. These alliances would purchase insurance coverage for the state's residents and could set fees for doctors who charge per procedure.[5][6] The act provided funding to be sent to the states for the administration of the plan, beginning at $14 billion in 1993 and reaching $38 billion in 2003.

The plan also specified which benefits must be offered; a National Health Board to oversee the quality of health care services; enhanced physician training; the creation of model information systems; federal funding in the case of the insolvency of state programs; rural health programs; long-term care programs; coverage for abortions, with a "conscience clause" to exempt practitioners with religious objections; malpractice and antitrust reform; fraud prevention measures; and a prescription drug benefit for Medicare, among other features.[7][8]
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 Task Force




Once in office, Bill Clinton quickly set up the Task Force on National Health Care Reform,[9] headed by First Lady Hillary Clinton, to come up with a comprehensive plan to provide universal health care[image: External link] for all Americans, which was to be a cornerstone of the administration's first-term agenda. He delivered a major health care speech to a joint session of Congress on September 22, 1993.[10] In that speech, he explained the problem:


Millions of Americans are just a pink slip away from losing their health insurance, and one serious illness away from losing all their savings. Millions more are locked into the jobs they have now just because they or someone in their family has once been sick and they have what is called the preexisting condition[image: External link]. And on any given day, over 37 million Americans—most of them working people and their little children—have no health insurance at all. And in spite of all this, our medical bills are growing at over twice the rate of inflation, and the United States spends over a third more of its income on health care than any other nation on Earth.



Her leading role in the project was unprecedented for a presidential spouse.[11][12] This unusual decision by the president to put his wife in charge of the project has been attributed to several factors, such as his desire to emphasize his personal commitment to the enterprise.[12]
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 Criticism




Starting on September 28, 1993, Hillary Clinton appeared for several days of testimony before five congressional committees on health care.[13] Opponents of the bill organized against it before it was presented to the Democratic[image: External link]-controlled Congress on November 20, 1993.[13] The bill was a complex proposal of more than 1000 pages, the core element of which was an enforced mandate for employers to provide health insurance[image: External link] coverage to all of their employees. The full text of the November 20 bill (the Health Security Act) is available online.[14]

Prominent opposition to the Clinton plan was led by William Kristol[image: External link] and his policy group Project for the Republican Future, which is widely credited with orchestrating the plan's defeat through a series of now legendary "policy memos" faxed to Republican leaders.[15]


The long-term political effects of a successful... health care bill will be even worse—much worse.... It will revive the reputation of... Democrats as the generous protector of middle-class interests. And it will at the same time strike a punishing blow against Republican claims to defend the middle class by restraining government.

— William Kristol, "Defeating President Clinton's Healthcare Proposal", December 1993[16]



Conservatives[image: External link], libertarians[image: External link], and the health insurance industry[image: External link] proceeded to campaign against the plan, criticizing it as being overly bureaucratic and restrictive of patient choice: The conservative Heritage Foundation[image: External link] argued that "the Clinton Administration is imposing a top-down, command-and-control system of global budgets and premium caps, a superintending National Health Board and a vast system of government sponsored regional alliances, along with a panoply of advisory boards, panels, and councils, interlaced with the expanded operations of the agencies of Department of Health and Human Services and the Department of Labor, issuing innumerable rules, regulations, guidelines, and standards."[17]

The effort also included extensive advertising criticizing the plan, including the famous "Harry and Louise[image: External link]" ad, paid for by the Health Insurance Association of America, which depicted a middle-class couple despairing over the plan's complex, bureaucratic nature.[18][19] Time, CBS News, CNN[image: External link], the Wall Street Journal[image: External link] and the Christian Science Monitor[image: External link] ran stories questioning whether there really was a health care crisis.[20] Op-eds[image: External link] were written against it, including one in The Washington Post by conservative[21] University of Virginia[image: External link] Professor Martha Derthick that said,


In many years of studying American social policy, I have never read an official document that seemed so suffused with coercion and political naivete... with its drastic prescriptions for controlling the conduct of state governments, employers, drug manufacturers, doctors, hospitals and you and me.[22]



Democratic Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan[image: External link] qualified his agreement that "there is no health care crisis" by stating "there is an insurance crisis" but also indicated "anyone who thinks [the Clinton health care plan] can work in the real world as presently written isn't living in it."[23]

Meanwhile, instead of uniting behind the President's original proposal, other Democrats offered a number of competing plans of their own. Some criticized the plan from the left, preferring a single-payer healthcare[image: External link] system.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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The First Lady's role in the secret proceedings of the Health Care Task Force also sparked litigation in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit[image: External link] in relation to the Federal Advisory Committee Act[image: External link] (FACA), which requires openness in government. The Clinton White House argued that the Recommendation Clause[image: External link] in Article II of the US Constitution would make it unconstitutional to apply the procedural requirements of FACA to her participation in the meetings of the Task Force. Some constitutional experts argued to the court that such a legal theory was not supported by the text, the history, or the structure of the Constitution.[24] Ultimately, Hillary Clinton won the litigation in June 1993, when the D.C. Circuit ruled narrowly that the First Lady could be deemed a government official (and not a mere private citizen) for the purpose of not having to comply with the procedural requirements of FACA.[25][26]

Also in February 1993, the Association of American Physicians and Surgeons[image: External link], along with several other groups, filed a lawsuit against Hillary Clinton and Donna Shalala over closed-door meetings related to the health care plan. The AAPS sued to gain access to the list of members of the task force. In 1997, Judge Royce C. Lamberth[image: External link] found in favor of the plaintiffs and awarded $285,864 to the AAPS for legal costs; Lamberth also harshly criticized the Clinton administration and Clinton aide Ira Magaziner[image: External link] in his ruling.[27] Subsequently, a federal appeals court overturned in 1999 the award and the initial findings on the basis that Magaziner and the administration had not acted in bad faith.[28]
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 Defeat




In August 1994, Democratic Senate Majority Leader[image: External link] George J. Mitchell introduced a compromise proposal that would have delayed requirements of employers until 2002 and exempted small businesses. However, "even with Mitchell’s bill, there were not enough Democratic Senators behind a single proposal to pass a bill, let alone stop a filibuster."[29]

A few weeks later, Mitchell announced that his compromise plan was dead and that health care reform would have to wait at least until the next Congress. The defeat weakened Clinton politically, emboldened Republicans, and contributed to the notion that she was a "big-government liberal" as decried by conservative opponents.[30]

The 1994 mid-term election became, in the opinion of one media observer, a "referendum on big government – Hillary Clinton had launched a massive health-care reform plan that wound up strangled by its own red tape."[31] In that 1994 election, the Republican revolution[image: External link], led by Newt Gingrich, gave the GOP control of both the House of Representatives and the Senate for the first time since the 83rd Congress[image: External link] of 1953–1954, ending prospects for a Clinton-sponsored health care overhaul.

Comprehensive health care reform in the United States[image: External link] was not seriously considered[image: External link] or enacted[image: External link] by Congress until Barack Obama's election in 2008.
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 Controversy in retrospect and perspective




In 1997, the Clinton administration supported an experimental program in New York that paid medical schools to train fewer doctors to reduce a "glut of physicians."[32]

In 2004, as a US senator from New York, Hillary Clinton argued in The New York Times that the current health care system is unsustainable, and she offered several solutions.[33] Her article also mentioned areas of agreement with onetime opponent Newt Gingrich, and likewise, Gingrich has expressed agreement with Clinton on some aspects of health care, including a bill to modernize medical record keeping.[34][35]

In 2005, referring to her previous efforts at health care reform, she said, "I learned some valuable lessons about the legislative process, the importance of bipartisan cooperation and the wisdom of taking small steps to get a big job done."[30] Again in 2007, she reflected on her role in 1993–1994: "I think that both the process and the plan were flawed. We were trying to do something that was very hard to do, and we made a lot of mistakes."[36]

She received hundreds of thousands of dollars in campaign contributions from doctors, hospitals, drug companies, and insurance companies for her 2006 re-election in the Senate, including several insurance companies that were members of the Health Insurance Association of America that helped defeat the Clinton Health Plan in 1994.[19] Charles N. Kahn III[image: External link], a Republican who was executive vice president of the Health Insurance Association in 1993 and 1994, refers to his previous battles with Clinton as "ancient history," and says "she is extremely knowledgeable about health care and has become a Congressional leader on the issue."[19]

Until the Affordable Healthcare for America Act[image: External link], a combination of factors kept health care off the top of the agenda. For example, politicians were not eager to confront the forces that successfully frustrated the Clinton effort, health maintenance organizations[image: External link] were able to limit cost increases to some extent, and a conservative Republican majority in Congress or a conservative Republican president was in power or in office.[37]

The Clinton health care plan remains the most prominent national proposal associated with Hillary Clinton and may have influenced her prospects in the 2008 presidential election. There are some similarities between Clinton's plan and Republican Mitt Romney's health care plan, which has been implemented in Massachusetts,[18][38] though Romney has since distanced himself from Clinton on the issue, in particular arguing that his plan calls for more control at the state level and the private market, not from the federal government.[39]

In September 2007, former Clinton Administration senior health policy advisor Paul Starr[image: External link] published an article, "The Hillarycare Mythology,"[40] and he wrote that Bill, not Hillary, Clinton, was the driving force behind the plan at all stages of its origination and development; the task force headed by her quickly became useless and was not the primary force behind formulating the proposed policy; and "[n]ot only did the fiction of Hillary's personal responsibility for the health plan fail to protect the president at the time, it has also now come back to haunt her in her own quest for the presidency."[40]
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 See also





	Health Security Express[image: External link]

	History of health care reform in the United States[image: External link]
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United States House of Representatives elections, 1994






The 1994 United States House of Representatives election (also known as the Republican Revolution) was held on November 8, 1994, in the middle of President Bill Clinton's first term. As a result of a 54-seat swing in membership from Democrats to Republicans, the Republican Party[image: External link] gained a majority of seats in the United States House of Representatives for the first time since 1952[image: External link] and a majority of votes for the first time since 1946[image: External link]. It was also the largest seat gain for the Republican Party since 1946.

The Democratic Party[image: External link] had run the House for all but four of the preceding 62 years. With help from the Harry and Louise[image: External link] television ads, the Republican Party was able to unite the majority of Americans against President Clinton's proposed healthcare reform.[2] Capitalizing on the negative perception Clinton received because of this push, the Republicans argued Clinton had abandoned the New Democrat[image: External link] platform he campaigned on during the 1992 Presidential election and united behind Newt Gingrich's Contract with America[image: External link],[3] which promoted immediate action on institutional reform and the decentralization of federal authority.[4]

In a historic election, House Speaker[image: External link] Tom Foley[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]- Washington[image: External link]) was defeated for re-election in his district, becoming the first Speaker of the House to fail to win re-election since Galusha Grow[image: External link] ( R[image: External link]- Pennsylvania[image: External link]) during the 1862 midterm elections[image: External link].[5] Other major upsets included the defeat of powerful long-serving Representatives such as Ways and Means Chairman Dan Rostenkowski[image: External link] (D- Illinois[image: External link]) and Judiciary Chairman Jack Brooks[image: External link] (D- Texas[image: External link]). In all, 34 incumbents (all Democrats) were defeated, though a few of them (like David Price[image: External link] of North Carolina[image: External link] and Ted Strickland[image: External link] of Ohio[image: External link]) regained seats in later elections; Maria Cantwell[image: External link] of Washington won a U.S. Senate race in 2000. Republicans also won some seats that were left open by retiring Democrats. Democrats won four Republican-held seats where the incumbents were stepping down (Maine, Minnesota, Pennsylvania, and Rhode Island). Democrats who were elected in this situation included Rhode Island congressman and Kennedy family member Patrick J. Kennedy[image: External link] and future Maine governor John Baldacci[image: External link]. No Republican incumbent lost his or her seat in 1994.

Minority whip[image: External link] Newt Gingrich ( R[image: External link]- Georgia[image: External link]), re-elected in the Republican landslide, became Speaker (previous Minority Leader[image: External link] Robert H. Michel[image: External link] having retired). The Majority Leader[image: External link], Dick Gephardt ( D[image: External link]- Missouri[image: External link]) became Minority Leader. The new Republican Party (GOP) leadership in the House promised to bring a dozen legislative proposals to a vote in the first 100 days of the session, although the Senate did not always follow suit. A significant realigning election[image: External link], the Solid South[image: External link] underwent a drastic transformation. Before the election, House Democrats outnumbered House Republicans. Afterwards, with the Republicans having picked up a total of 19 "Solid South" seats, they were able to outnumber Democrats for the first time since Reconstruction[image: External link].[6] The Republicans would go on to remain the majority party of the House for the following 12 years, until the 110th United States Congress[image: External link] following the 2006 midterm elections[image: External link].





TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Voting patterns
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 GOP gains, 1992–94






	Category
	 % Rep.

1992
	 % Rep.

1994
	 % shift

to GOP

1992–94
	size of

group

% /all



	Southern whites
	53
	65
	12
	24



	White men
	51
	62
	11
	40



	White "Born Again" Christian
	66
	76
	10
	20



	Whites 30–44 years old
	51
	61
	10
	28



	Independents
	46
	56
	10
	24



	White Protestants
	57
	66
	9
	41



	Whites 60 and over
	46
	55
	9
	26



	Whites
	50
	58
	8
	79



	Men 30–44 years old
	49
	57
	8
	17



	Republicans
	85
	93
	8
	35



	Income under $15,000
	31
	38
	7
	11



	Conservatives
	72
	79
	7
	34



	Men 60 and over
	44
	51
	7
	12



	Whites 45-59
	52
	59
	7
	23



	Men
	48
	54
	6
	49



	High school education
	42
	48
	6
	22



	Some college
	47
	53
	6
	32



	White women
	49
	55
	6
	40



	Unmarried men
	42
	48
	6
	14



	Country on "wrong track"
	--
	67
	
	59



	Disapprove of Clinton
	--
	82
	
	49



	1992 Perot voters
	--
	67
	
	12





	Source: Data from exit-poll surveys by Voter Research and Surveys and Mitofsky International published in the New York Times, November 13, 1994, p. 24.
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 Religious right




Evangelicals were an important group within the electorate and a significant voting block in the Republican party. The national exit poll by Mitofsky International showed 27% of all voters identified themselves as a born-again or evangelical Christians, up from 18% in 1988 and 24% in 1992. Republican House candidates outpolled Democrats among white evangelicals by a massive 52 points, 76% to 24%.[7]

According to a survey sponsored by the Christian Coalition, 33 percent of the 1994 voters were "religious conservatives," up from 24 percent in 1992 and 18 percent in 1988 (CQ Weekly Report), November 19, 1994, p. 3364; in the 1994 exit poll, 38 percent identified themselves as "conservatives," compared with 30 percent in 1992.[8]


	Party identification and ideology by selected religious groups 1994





	
	Party identification
	Political ideology



	Religion
	Democrats
	Republicans
	Liberal
	Moderate
	Conservative



	White evangelical
	20%
	54%
	6%
	33%
	61%



	Highly religious
	34
	39
	15
	48
	37



	Secular
	44
	27
	31
	47
	22



	Jewish
	57
	13
	36
	50
	14



	All voters
	41
	35
	18
	47
	35





	Source: Mitofsky International exit poll in Klinkner, p. 121.
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 Overall results






	↓



	230
	1
	204



	Republican
	I
	Democratic






	Party
	Seats
	Seat percentage
	Vote percentage
	Popular vote



	1992[image: External link]
	Elected
	Net Change



	
	Republican Party[image: External link]
	176
	230
	+54
	52.9%
	51.9%
	36,569,698



	
	Democratic Party[image: External link]
	258
	204
	-54
	46.9%
	44.8%
	31,609,829



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	1
	1
	0
	0.2%
	0.7%
	497,403



	
	Libertarian Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	0.6%
	415,650



	
	U.S. Taxpayers' Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	0.1%
	90,793



	
	Right to Life Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	0.1%
	70,526



	
	Peace and Freedom Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	0.1%
	63,450



	
	Natural Law Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	0.1%
	62,556



	
	Conservative Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	0.1%
	56,470



	
	Green Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	0.1%
	52,096



	
	A Connecticut Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	27,716



	
	Grassroots Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	11,960



	
	Patriot Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	11,053



	
	Independent American Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	9,615



	
	American Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	6,695



	
	Gun Control Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	6,620



	
	Independence Fusion Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	6,464



	
	Cash for Congress Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	4,191



	
	Socialist Workers Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	3,927



	
	LaRouche Was Right Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	3,396



	
	Citizens with Szabo Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	3,278



	
	United We Serve Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	3,015



	
	Best Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	2,815



	
	Concerns of People Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	2,536



	
	United Independent Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,918



	
	Workers League Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,819



	
	Capitalist Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,774



	
	Ax Taxes Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,679



	
	Fed Up Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,603



	
	Inflation Fighting Housewife Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,598



	
	We the People Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,494



	
	Liberty Union Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,493



	
	Delaware Independent Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,404



	
	Politicians Are Crooks Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,319



	
	Democracy in Action Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	1,122



	
	Perot Hispano American Party
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	589



	
	Fascist Party[image: External link]
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	<0.1%
	436



	
	Others
	0
	0
	0
	0.0%
	1.3%
	883,648



	Totals
	435
	435
	+0
	100.0%
	100.0%
	70,493,648



	Source: Election Statistics - Office of the Clerk[image: External link]







	Popular vote



	
	
	
	
	



	Republican
	
  


	51.88%



	Democratic
	
  


	44.84%



	Libertarian
	
  


	0.59%



	Others
	
  


	2.69%









	House seats



	
	
	
	
	



	Republican
	
  


	52.87%



	Democratic
	
  


	46.90%



	Others
	
  


	0.23%
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 Incumbents defeated




Every Republican incumbent standing won re-election. Thirty-four incumbent Democrats (including 16 "freshmen") were defeated in 1994. Democrats from Washington[image: External link] lost the most seats (5).


	
Karan English[image: External link] ( AZ-6[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Dan Hamburg[image: External link] ( CA-1[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Richard H. Lehman[image: External link] ( CA-19[image: External link], elected in 1982)

	
Lynn Schenk[image: External link] ( CA-49[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
George "Buddy" Darden[image: External link] ( GA-7[image: External link], elected in 1983)

	
Clete Donald Johnson, Jr.[image: External link] ( GA-10[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Larry LaRocco[image: External link] ( ID-1[image: External link], elected in 1990)

	
Dan Rostenkowski[image: External link] ( IL-5[image: External link], elected in 1958) - 36-year incumbent, Ways and Means committee chairman, later pleaded guilty to charges of mail fraud and was fined and sentenced to 17 months in prison.

	
Jill Long[image: External link] ( IN-4[image: External link], elected in 1989)

	
Frank McCloskey[image: External link] ( IN-8[image: External link], elected in 1982)

	
Neal Edward Smith[image: External link] ( IA-4[image: External link], elected in 1958) - 36-year incumbent, Appropriations subcommittee chairman

	
Dan Glickman ( KS-4[image: External link], elected in 1976) - Intelligence Committee chairman

	
Thomas Barlow[image: External link] ( KY-1[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Peter Hoagland[image: External link] ( NE-2[image: External link], elected in 1988)

	
James Bilbray[image: External link] ( NV-1[image: External link], elected in 1986)

	
Dick Swett[image: External link] ( NH-2[image: External link], elected in 1990)

	
Herb Klein[image: External link] ( NJ-8[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
George J. Hochbrueckner[image: External link] ( NY-1[image: External link], elected in 1986)

	
Martin Lancaster[image: External link] ( NC-3[image: External link], elected in 1986)

	
David Price[image: External link] ( NC-4[image: External link], elected in 1986)

	
David S. Mann[image: External link] ( OH-1[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Ted Strickland[image: External link] ( OH-6[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Eric Fingerhut[image: External link] ( OH-19[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Marjorie Margolies-Mezvinsky[image: External link] ( PA-13[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Jack Brooks[image: External link] ( TX-9[image: External link], elected in 1952) - 42-year incumbent, Judiciary Committee chairman, and the most senior Representative ever to have lost a general election for the U.S. House.

	
Bill Sarpalius[image: External link] ( TX-13[image: External link], elected in 1988)

	
Karen Shepherd[image: External link] ( UT-2[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Leslie L. Byrne[image: External link] ( VA-11[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Maria Cantwell[image: External link] ( WA-1[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Jolene Unsoeld[image: External link] ( WA-3[image: External link], elected in 1988)

	
Jay Inslee[image: External link] ( WA-4[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Speaker[image: External link] Tom Foley[image: External link] ( WA-5[image: External link], elected in 1964) - one of the most historic defeats in congressional history; Foley had not only represented the Spokane[image: External link] area for thirty years, but was Speaker of the House[image: External link], one of the most powerful men in D.C., so his defeat was symbolic[citation needed[image: External link]] of the entire 1994 election. (This was the first time since 1862 that a sitting Speaker was defeated in a re-election bid.)

	
Mike Kreidler[image: External link] ( WA-9[image: External link], elected in 1992)

	
Peter W. Barca[image: External link] ( WI-1[image: External link], elected in 1993)
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 Alabama






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Alabama 1[image: External link]
	Sonny Callahan[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Sonny Callahan[image: External link] (R) 67.3%

Don Womack (D) 32.7%



	Alabama 2[image: External link]
	Terry Everett[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Terry Everett[image: External link] (R) 73.6%

Brian Dowling (D) 26.4%



	Alabama 3[image: External link]
	Glen Browder[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1989
	Re-elected
	Glen Browder[image: External link] (D) 63.6%

Ben Hand (R) 36.4%



	Alabama 4[image: External link]
	Tom Bevill[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1966[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Tom Bevill[image: External link] (D) unopposed



	Alabama 5[image: External link]
	Robert E. Cramer[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Robert E. Cramer[image: External link] (D) 50.5%

Wayne Parker (R) 49.5%



	Alabama 6[image: External link]
	Spencer Bachus[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Spencer Bachus[image: External link] (R) 79.0%

Larry Fortenberry (D) 20.9%



	Alabama 7[image: External link]
	Earl F. Hilliard[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Earl F. Hilliard[image: External link] (D) 76.9%

Alfred J. Middleton. Sr. (R) 23.0%
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 Alaska






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Alaska At-large[image: External link]
	Don Young[image: External link]
	Republican
	1973
	Re-elected
	Don Young[image: External link] (R) 56.9%

Tony Smith (D) 32.7%

Joni Whitmore (G) 10.2%

Write-In 0.2%
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 Arizona






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Arizona 1[image: External link]
	Sam Coppersmith[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Republican gain
	Matt Salmon[image: External link] (R) 56.0%

Chuck Blanchard (D) 39.1%

Bob Howarth (L) 4.9%



	Arizona 2[image: External link]
	Ed Pastor[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1991
	Re-elected
	Ed Pastor[image: External link] (D) 62.3%

Robert MacDonald (R) 32.7%

James Bertrand (L) 5.0%



	Arizona 3[image: External link]
	Bob Stump[image: External link]
	Republican
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Stump[image: External link] (R) 70.1%

Howard Lee Sprague (D) 29.9%



	Arizona 4[image: External link]
	Jon Kyl[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Republican hold
	John Shadegg[image: External link] (R) 60.2%

Carol Cure (D) 36.0%

Mark Yannone (L) 3.8%



	Arizona 5[image: External link]
	Jim Kolbe[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Kolbe[image: External link] (R) 67.7%

Gary Auerbach (D) 28.7%

Phillip W. Murphy (L) 3.5%



	Arizona 6[image: External link]
	Karan English[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	J. D. Hayworth[image: External link] (R) 54.6%

Karan English[image: External link] (D) 41.5%

Sequoia R. Fuller (L) 3.9%
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 Arkansas






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Arkansas 1[image: External link]
	Blanche Lincoln[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Blanche Lincoln[image: External link] (D) 53.4%

Warren Dupwe (R) 46.6%



	Arkansas 2[image: External link]
	Ray Thornton[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ray Thornton[image: External link] (D) 57.4%

Bill Powell (R) 42.6%



	Arkansas 3[image: External link]
	Tim Hutchinson[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Tim Hutchinson[image: External link] (R) 67.7%

Berta L. Seitz (D) 32.3%



	Arkansas 4[image: External link]
	Jay Dickey[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jay Dickey[image: External link] (R) 51.8%

Jay Bradford (D) 48.2%
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 California






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	California 1[image: External link]
	Dan Hamburg[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Frank Riggs[image: External link] (R) 53.3%

Dan Hamburg (D) 46.7%



	California 2[image: External link]
	Wally Herger[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Wally Herger[image: External link] (R) 64.2%

Mary Jacobs (D) 26%

Devvy Kidd (AI) 7.3%

Harry H. "Doc" Pendery (L) 2.5%



	California 3[image: External link]
	Vic Fazio[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Vic Fazio[image: External link] (D) 49.7%

Tim Lefever (R) 46.1%

Ross Crain (L) 4.2%



	California 4[image: External link]
	John Doolittle[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John Doolittle[image: External link] (R) 61.3%

Katie Hirning (D) 34.9%

Damon C. Falconi (L) 3.8%



	California 5[image: External link]
	Bob Matsui[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Matsui[image: External link] (D) 68.5%

Robert Dinsmore (R) 29%

Gordon Mors (AI) 2.5%



	California 6[image: External link]
	Lynn Woolsey[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Lynn Woolsey[image: External link] (D) 58.1%

Mike Nuget (R) 37.6%

Louis Beary (L) 2.6%

Ernest K. Jones, Jr. (PF) 1.7%



	California 7[image: External link]
	George Miller[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Re-elected
	George Miller[image: External link] (D) 69.7%

Charles Hughes (R) 27.4%

William A. Callison (PF) 2.9%



	California 8[image: External link]
	Nancy Pelosi[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1987
	Re-elected
	Nancy Pelosi[image: External link] (D) 81.8%

Elsa Cheung (R) 18.2%



	California 9[image: External link]
	Ron Dellums[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1970[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ron Dellums[image: External link] (D) 72.2%

Deborah Wright (R) 22.6%

Emma Wong Mar (PF) 5.1%



	California 10[image: External link]
	Bill Baker[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Baker[image: External link] (R) 59.3%

Ellen Schwartz[image: External link] (D) 38.6%

Craig W. Cooper (PF) 2.1%



	California 11[image: External link]
	Richard Pombo[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Richard Pombo[image: External link] (R) 62.1%

Randy Perry (D) 34.9%

Joseph B. Miller (L) 3%



	California 12[image: External link]
	Tom Lantos[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Tom Lantos[image: External link] (D) 67.4%

Deborah Wilder (R) 32.6%



	California 13[image: External link]
	Pete Stark[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Pete Stark[image: External link] (D) 64.6%

Larry Molton (R) 30.2%

Robert Gough (L) 5.1%



	California 14[image: External link]
	Anna Eshoo[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Anna Eshoo[image: External link] (D) 60.6%

Ben Brink (R) 39.4%



	California 15[image: External link]
	Norm Mineta[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Re-elected
	Norm Mineta[image: External link] (D) 59.9%

Bob Wick (R) 40.1%



	California 16[image: External link]
	Don Edwards[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1962[image: External link]
	Retired

Democratic hold
	Zoe Lofgren[image: External link] (D) 65%

Lyle Smith (R) 35%



	California 17[image: External link]
	Sam Farr[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1993
	Re-elected
	Sam Farr[image: External link] (D) 52.2%

Bill McCampbell (R) 44.5%

E. Craig Coffin (G) 3.3%



	California 18[image: External link]
	Gary Condit[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1989
	Re-elected
	Gary Condit[image: External link] (D) 65.5%

Tom Carter (R) 31.7%

James B. Morzella (L) 2.8%



	California 19[image: External link]
	Richard H. Lehman[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	George Radanovich[image: External link] (R) 56.8%

Richard H. Lehman (D) 39.6%

Dolores Comstock (L) 3.6%



	California 20[image: External link]
	Cal Dooley
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Cal Dooley (D) 56.7%

Paul Young (R) 43.3%



	California 21[image: External link]
	Bill Thomas[image: External link]
	Republican
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Thomas[image: External link] (R) 68.1%

John Evans (D) 27.7%

Mike Hodges (L) 4%

Write-ins 0.2%



	California 22[image: External link]
	Michael Huffington[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate[image: External link]

Republican hold
	Andrea Seastrand[image: External link] (R) 49.3%

Walter Capps[image: External link] (D) 48.5%

David L. Bersohn (L) 2.2%



	California 23[image: External link]
	Elton Gallegly[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Elton Gallegly[image: External link] (R) 66.2%

Kevin Ready (D) 27.4%

Bill Brown (L) 3.8%

Robert Marston (G) 2.6%



	California 24[image: External link]
	Anthony C. Beilenson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Anthony C. Beilenson[image: External link] (D) 49.4%

Rich Sybert (R) 47.5%

John C. Koelher (L) 3.1%



	California 25[image: External link]
	Howard McKeon[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Howard McKeon[image: External link] (R) 64.9%

James Gilmartin (D) 31.4%

Devin Cutler (L) 3.7%



	California 26[image: External link]
	Howard Berman[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Howard Berman[image: External link] (D) 62.6%

Gary E. Forsch (R) 32.2%

Erich D. Miller (L) 5.2%



	California 27[image: External link]
	Carlos Moorhead[image: External link]
	Republican
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Carlos Moorhead[image: External link] (R) 53%

Doug Kahn (D) 42.1%

Bill Gibbs (AI) 2.6%

Dennis Decherd (L) 2.3%



	California 28[image: External link]
	David Dreier[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	David Dreier[image: External link] (R) 67.1%

Tommy Randle (D) 30.4%

Jorj Clayton Baker (L) 2.5%



	California 29[image: External link]
	Henry Waxman[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Re-elected
	Henry Waxman[image: External link] (D) 68%

Paul Stepanek (R) 28.3%

Michael J. Binkley (L) 3.8%



	California 30[image: External link]
	Xavier Becerra[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Xavier Becerra[image: External link] (D) 66.2%

David Ramirez (R) 28.2%

R. William Weilberg (L) 5.6%



	California 31[image: External link]
	Matthew G. Martinez[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Matthew G. Martinez[image: External link] (D) 59.1%

John Flores (R) 40.9%



	California 32[image: External link]
	Julian C. Dixon[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Julian C. Dixon[image: External link] (D) 77.6%

Ernie Farhat (R) 17.6%

John Honingsfeld (PF) 4.8%



	California 33[image: External link]
	Lucille Roybal-Allard[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Lucille Roybal-Allard[image: External link] (D) 81.5%

Kermit Booker (P) 18.5%



	California 34[image: External link]
	Esteban Edward Torres[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Esteban Edward Torres[image: External link] (D) 61.7%

Albert Nunez (R) 34.1%

Carl M. "Marty" Swinney (L) 4.2%



	California 35[image: External link]
	Maxine Waters[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Maxine Waters[image: External link] (D) 78.1%

Nate Truman (R) 21.9%



	California 36[image: External link]
	Jane Harman[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jane Harman[image: External link] (D) 48.0%

Susan Brooks (R) 47.6%

Jack Tyler (L) 2.5%

Joseph G. "Joe" Fields (AI) 1.9%



	California 37[image: External link]
	Walter R. Tucker III[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Walter R. Tucker III[image: External link] (D) 77.4%

Guy Wilson (R) 22.3%

Write-in 0.3%



	California 38[image: External link]
	Steve Horn[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Steve Horn[image: External link] (R) 58.5%

Peter Mathews (D) 36.8%

Lester W. Mueller (L) 2.6%

Richard K. Green (PF) 2.1%



	California 39[image: External link]
	Ed Royce[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ed Royce[image: External link] (R) 66.4%

Bob Davis (D) 29%

Jack Dean (L) 4.6%



	California 40[image: External link]
	Jerry Lewis[image: External link]
	Republican
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jerry Lewis[image: External link] (R) 70.7%

Don Rusk (D) 29.3%



	California 41[image: External link]
	Jay Kim[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jay Kim[image: External link] (R) 62.1%

Ed Tessier (D) 37.9%



	California 42[image: External link]
	George Brown, Jr.[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1962/ 1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	George Brown, Jr.[image: External link] (D) 51.1%

Rob Guzman (R) 48.8%

Write-in 0.5%



	California 43[image: External link]
	Ken Calvert[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ken Calvert[image: External link] (R) 54.7%

Mark Takano[image: External link] (D) 38.4%

Gene L. Berkman (L) 6.2%

Write-ins 0.6%



	California 44[image: External link]
	Al McCandless[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican hold
	Sonny Bono[image: External link] (R) 55.6%

Steve Clute (D) 38.1%

Donald Cochran (AI) 6.3%



	California 45[image: External link]
	Dana Rohrabacher[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Dana Rohrabacher[image: External link] (R) 69.1%

Brett Williamson (D) 30.9%



	California 46[image: External link]
	Bob Dornan[image: External link]
	Republican
	1976/ 1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Dornan[image: External link] (R) 57.1%

Mike Farber (D) 37.2%

Richard G. Newhouse (L) 5.7%



	California 47[image: External link]
	Christopher Cox[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Christopher Cox[image: External link] (R) 71.7%

Gary Kingbury (D) 25%

Victor A. Wagner, Jr. (L) 3.4%



	California 48[image: External link]
	Ron Packard[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ron Packard[image: External link] (R) 73.4%

Andrei Leshick (D) 22.2%

Donna White (PF) 4.4%



	California 49[image: External link]
	Lynn Schenk[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Brian Bilbray[image: External link] (R) 48.5%

Lynn Schenk (D) 46%

Chris Hoogenboom (L) 2.8%

Renate M. Kline (PF) 2.7%



	California 50[image: External link]
	Bob Filner[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Filner[image: External link] (D) 56.7%

Mary Alice Acevedo (R) 35.4%

Richardo Duenez (L) 3.2%

Guillermo Ramirez (PF) 2.9%

Kip Krueger (G) 1.9%



	California 51[image: External link]
	Duke Cunningham[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Duke Cunningham[image: External link] (R) 66.9%

Rita Tamerius (D) 27.7%

Bill Holmes (L) 3.4%

Miriam Clark (PF) 2%



	California 52[image: External link]
	Duncan Hunter[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Duncan Hunter[image: External link] (R) 64%

Janet Gastil (D) 31.1%

Joe Shea (L) 3.1%

Art Edelman (PF) 1.9%
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 Colorado






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Colorado 1[image: External link]
	Patricia Schroeder[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Patricia Schroeder[image: External link] (D) 60.0%

William F. Eggert (R) 40.0%



	Colorado 2[image: External link]
	David Skaggs[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	David Skaggs[image: External link] (D) 56.8%

Patricia Miller (R) 46.2%



	Colorado 3[image: External link]
	Scott McInnis[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Scott McInnis[image: External link] (R) 69.6%

Linda Powers (D) 30.4%



	Colorado 4[image: External link]
	Wayne Allard[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Wayne Allard[image: External link] (R) 72.3%

Cathy Kipp (D) 27.7%



	Colorado 5[image: External link]
	Joel Hefley[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Joel Hefley[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Colorado 6[image: External link]
	Daniel Schaefer[image: External link]
	Republican
	1983
	Re-elected
	Daniel Schaefer[image: External link] (R) 69.8%

John Hallen (D) 28.0%

John Heckman (Concerns of the People) 1.4%

Stephen D. Dawson (Natural Law) 0.8%
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 Connecticut






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Connecticut 1[image: External link]
	Barbara B. Kennelly[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Barbara B. Kennelly[image: External link] (D) 73.5%

Douglas Putnam (R) 24.7%

John F. Forry III (Concerned Citizens[image: External link]) 1.8%



	Connecticut 2[image: External link]
	Sam Gejdenson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Sam Gejdenson[image: External link] (D) 42.56%

Edward W. Munster (R) 42.55%

David Bingham (A Connecticut Party[image: External link]) 14.90%



	Connecticut 3[image: External link]
	Rosa DeLauro[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Rosa DeLauro[image: External link] (D) 63.4%

Susan Johnson (R) 36.6%



	Connecticut 4[image: External link]
	Chris Shays[image: External link]
	Republican
	1987
	Re-elected
	Chris Shays[image: External link] (R) 74.4%

Jonathan D. Kantrowitz (D) 23.8%

Irving Sussman (L) 1.3%

Terry M. Nevas (Natural Law) 0.5%



	Connecticut 5[image: External link]
	Gary Franks[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Gary Franks[image: External link] (R) 52.2%

James H. Maloney[image: External link] (D) 45.5%

Rosita Rodriguez (Concerned Citizens) 2.3%



	Connecticut 6[image: External link]
	Nancy Johnson[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Nancy Johnson[image: External link] (R) 63.9%

Charlotte Koskoff (D) 31.5%

Patrick J. Danford (Concerned Citizens) 4.6%
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 Delaware






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Delaware At-large[image: External link]
	Michael N. Castle[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Michael N. Castle[image: External link] (R) 70.7%

Carol Ann DeSantis (D) 26.6%

Danny Ray Beaver (L) 2.0%

Donald M. Hockmuth (A Delaware Party) 0.7%
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 Florida






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Florida 1[image: External link]
	Earl Dewitt Hutto[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	Joe Scarborough[image: External link] (R) 61.6%

Vince Whibbs, Jr. (D) 38.4%



	Florida 2[image: External link]
	Pete Peterson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Pete Peterson[image: External link] (D) 61.3%

Carole Griffin (R) 38.7%



	Florida 3[image: External link]
	Corrine Brown[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Corrine Brown[image: External link] (D) 57.7%

Marc Little (R) 42.3%



	Florida 4[image: External link]
	Tillie K. Fowler[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Tillie K. Fowler[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Florida 5[image: External link]
	Karen Thurman[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Karen Thurman[image: External link] (D) 57.2%

Don Garlits[image: External link] (R) 42.8%



	Florida 6[image: External link]
	Cliff Stearns[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Cliff Stearns[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Florida 7[image: External link]
	John Mica[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John Mica[image: External link] (R) 73.4%

Edward D. Goddard (D) 26.6%



	Florida 8[image: External link]
	Bill McCollum[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill McCollum[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Florida 9[image: External link]
	Michael Bilirakis[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Michael Bilirakis[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Florida 10[image: External link]
	Bill Young[image: External link]
	Republican
	1970[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Young[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Florida 11[image: External link]
	Sam Gibbons[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1962[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Sam Gibbons[image: External link] (D) 51.6%

Mark Sharpe (R) 48.2%



	Florida 12[image: External link]
	Charles T. Canady[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Charles T. Canady[image: External link] (R) 65.0%

Robert Connors (D) 35.0%



	Florida 13[image: External link]
	Dan Miller[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Dan Miller[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Florida 14[image: External link]
	Porter J. Goss[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Porter J. Goss[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Florida 15[image: External link]
	Jim Bacchus[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	Dave Weldon[image: External link] (R) 53.7%

Sue Munsey (D) 46.1%



	Florida 16[image: External link]
	Tom Lewis[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican hold
	Mark Foley[image: External link] (R) 58.1%

John P. Comerford (D) 41.9%



	Florida 17[image: External link]
	Carrie P. Meek[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Carrie P. Meek[image: External link] (D) unopposed



	Florida 18[image: External link]
	Ileana Ros-Lehtinen[image: External link]
	Republican
	1989
	Re-elected
	Ileana Ros-Lehtinen[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Florida 19[image: External link]
	Harry Johnston[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Harry Johnston[image: External link] (D) 66.1%

Peter J. Tsakanikas (R) 33.9%



	Florida 20[image: External link]
	Peter Deutsch[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Peter Deutsch[image: External link] (D) 61.2%

Beverly Kennedy (R) 38.8%



	Florida 21[image: External link]
	Lincoln Diaz-Balart[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Lincoln Diaz-Balart[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Florida 22[image: External link]
	E. Clay Shaw, Jr.[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	E. Clay Shaw, Jr.[image: External link] (R) 63.4%

Hermine L. Wiener (D) 36.6%



	Florida 23[image: External link]
	Alcee Hastings[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Alcee Hastings[image: External link] (D) unopposed
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 Georgia






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Georgia 1[image: External link]
	Jack Kingston[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jack Kingston[image: External link] (R) 76.6%

Raymond Beckworth (D) 23.4%



	Georgia 2[image: External link]
	Sanford Bishop[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Sanford Bishop[image: External link] (D) 66.2%

John Clayton (R) 33.8%



	Georgia 3[image: External link]
	Mac Collins[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Mac Collins[image: External link] (R) 65.5%

Fred Overby (D) 34.5%



	Georgia 4[image: External link]
	John Linder[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John Linder[image: External link] (R) 57.9%

Comer Yates (D) 42.1%



	Georgia 5[image: External link]
	John Lewis[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John Lewis[image: External link] (D) 69.1%

Dale Dixon (R) 30.9%



	Georgia 6[image: External link]
	Newt Gingrich
	Republican
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Newt Gingrich (R) 64.2%

Ben L. Jones[image: External link] (D) 35.8%



	Georgia 7[image: External link]
	George Darden[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1983
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Bob Barr[image: External link] (R) 51.9%

George Darden (D) 48.1%



	Georgia 8[image: External link]
	J. Roy Rowland[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	Saxby Chambliss[image: External link] (R) 62.7%

Craig Mathis (D) 37.3%



	Georgia 9[image: External link]
	Nathan Deal[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Nathan Deal[image: External link] (D) 57.9%

Robert L. Castello (R) 42.1%



	Georgia 10[image: External link]
	Don Johnson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Charlie Norwood[image: External link] (R) 65.2%

Don Johnson (D) 34.8%



	Georgia 11[image: External link]
	Cynthia McKinney[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Cynthia McKinney[image: External link] (D) 65.6%

Woodrow Lovett (R) 34.4%
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 Hawaii






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Hawaii 1[image: External link]
	Neil Abercrombie[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Neil Abercrombie[image: External link] (D) 53.6%

Orson Swindle[image: External link] (R) 43.4%

Alexandria Kaan ( Best[image: External link]) 1.6%

Roger Lee Taylor (L) 1.4%



	Hawaii 2[image: External link]
	Patsy Mink[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Patsy Mink[image: External link] (D) 70.1%

Robert H. Garner (R) 24.2%

Larry Bartley (L) 5.7%
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 Idaho






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Idaho 1[image: External link]
	Larry LaRocco[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Helen Chenoweth[image: External link] (R) 55.4%

Larry LaRocco (D) 44.6%



	Idaho 2[image: External link]
	Mike Crapo[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Mike Crapo[image: External link] (R) 75.0%

Penny Fletcher (D) 25.0%
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 Illinois






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Illinois 1[image: External link]
	Bobby Rush[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bobby Rush[image: External link] (D) 75.7%

William J. Kelly (R) 24.3%



	Illinois 2[image: External link]
	Mel Reynolds[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Mel Reynolds[image: External link] (D) unopposed



	Illinois 3[image: External link]
	Bill Lipinski[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Lipinski[image: External link] (D) 54.2%

Jim Nalepa (R) 45.8%



	Illinois 4[image: External link]
	Luis Gutiérrez[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Luis Gutiérrez[image: External link] (D) 75.2%

Steven Valtierra (R) 24.8%



	Illinois 5[image: External link]
	Dan Rostenkowski[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1958[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Michael Patrick Flanagan[image: External link] (R) 54.4%

Dan Rostenkowski (D) 45.6%



	Illinois 6[image: External link]
	Henry Hyde[image: External link]
	Republican
	1974
	Re-elected
	Henry Hyde[image: External link] (R) 73.5%

Tom Berry (D) 23.6%

Robert L. Hogan (L) 1.7%

Robert L. Wheat (I) 1.2%



	Illinois 7[image: External link]
	Cardiss Collins[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1973
	Re-elected
	Cardiss Collins[image: External link] (D) 79.6%

Charles Mobley (R) 20.4%



	Illinois 8[image: External link]
	Phil Crane[image: External link]
	Republican
	1969
	Re-elected
	Phil Crane[image: External link] (R) 64.9%

Robert C. Walberg (D) 35.1%



	Illinois 9[image: External link]
	Sidney R. Yates[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1964[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Sidney R. Yates[image: External link] (D) 66.1%

George Edward Larney (R) 33.9%



	Illinois 10[image: External link]
	John Porter[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John Porter[image: External link] (R) 75.1%

Andrew M. Krupp (D) 24.9%



	Illinois 11[image: External link]
	George E. Sangmeister[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	Jerry Weller[image: External link] (R) 60.6%

Frank Giglio (D) 39.4%



	Illinois 12[image: External link]
	Jerry Costello[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jerry Costello[image: External link] (D) 65.9%

Jan Morris (R) 34.1%



	Illinois 13[image: External link]
	Harris W. Fawell[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Harris W. Fawell[image: External link] (R) 73.1%

William A. Riley (D) 26.9%



	Illinois 14[image: External link]
	Dennis Hastert[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Dennis Hastert[image: External link] (R) 76.5%

Steve Denari (D) 23.5%



	Illinois 15[image: External link]
	Thomas W. Ewing[image: External link]
	Republican
	1991
	Re-elected
	Thomas W. Ewing[image: External link] (R) 68.2%

Paul Alexander (D) 31.8%



	Illinois 16[image: External link]
	Donald A. Manzullo[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Donald A. Manzullo[image: External link] (R) 70.6%

Pete Sullivan (D) 29.4%



	Illinois 17[image: External link]
	Lane Evans[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Lane Evans[image: External link] (D) 54.5%

Jim Anderson (R) 45.5%



	Illinois 18[image: External link]
	Robert H. Michel[image: External link]
	Republican
	1956[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican hold
	Ray LaHood[image: External link] (R) 60.2%

G. Douglas Stephens (D) 39.3%



	Illinois 19[image: External link]
	Glenn Poshard[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Glenn Poshard[image: External link] (D) 58.4%

Brent Winters (R) 41.6%



	Illinois 20[image: External link]
	Richard Durbin[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Richard Durbin[image: External link] (D) 54.8%

Bill Owens (R) 45.2%
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 Indiana






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Indiana 1[image: External link]
	Pete Visclosky[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Pete Visclosky[image: External link] (D) 56.5%

John Larson (R) 43.5%



	Indiana 2[image: External link]
	Philip Sharp[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Retired

Republican gain
	David M. McIntosh[image: External link] (R) 54.5%

Joe Hogsett[image: External link] (D) 45.5%



	Indiana 3[image: External link]
	Timothy J. Roemer[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Timothy J. Roemer[image: External link] (D) 55.2%

Richard Burkett (R) 44.8%



	Indiana 4[image: External link]
	Jill L. Long[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1989
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Mark Souder[image: External link] (R) 55.4%

Jill L. Long (D) 44.6%



	Indiana 5[image: External link]
	Steve Buyer[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Steve Buyer[image: External link] (R) 69.5%

J. D. Beatty (D) 28.3%

Clayton L. Alfred (I) 2.1%



	Indiana 6[image: External link]
	Dan Burton[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Dan Burton[image: External link] (R) 77.0%

Natalie M. Bruner (D) 23.0%



	Indiana 7[image: External link]
	John T. Myers[image: External link]
	Republican
	1966[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John T. Myers[image: External link] (R) 65.1%

Michael M. Harmless (D) 34.9%



	Indiana 8[image: External link]
	Frank McCloskey[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	John Hostettler[image: External link] (R) 52.4%

Frank McCloskey (D) 47.6%



	Indiana 9[image: External link]
	Lee H. Hamilton[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1964[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Lee H. Hamilton[image: External link] (D) 52.0%

Jean Leising (R) 48.0%



	Indiana 10[image: External link]
	Andrew Jacobs, Jr.[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1964[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Andrew Jacobs, Jr.[image: External link] (D) 53.5%

Marvin Scott[image: External link] (R) 46.5%
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 Iowa






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Iowa 1[image: External link]
	Jim Leach[image: External link]
	Republican
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Leach[image: External link] (R) 60.2%

Glen Winekauf (D) 37.9%

Jan J. Zonneveld (I) 1.2%

Michael Cuddehe (Natural Law) 0.7%



	Iowa 2[image: External link]
	Jim Nussle[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Nussle[image: External link] (R) 56.0%

David R. Nagle[image: External link] (D) 43.4%

Albert W. Schoeman (L) 0.6%



	Iowa 3[image: External link]
	Jim Ross Lightfoot[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Ross Lightfoot[image: External link] (R) 57.8%

Elaine Baxter (D) 41.0%

Derrick P. Grimmer ( Grassroots[image: External link]) 1.2%



	Iowa 4[image: External link]
	Neal Edward Smith[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1958[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Greg Ganske[image: External link] (R) 52.5%

Neal Edward Smith (D) 46.4%

Joshua A. Roberts (Natural Law) 0.4%

William C. Oviatt (Grassroots) 0.4%

Angela L. Lariscy (Socialist Workers) 0.3%



	Iowa 5[image: External link]
	Fred Grandy[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Ran for Governor

Republican hold
	Tom Latham[image: External link] (R) 60.8%

Sheila McGuire Riggs (D) 39.0%
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 Kansas






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Kansas 1[image: External link]
	Pat Roberts[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Pat Roberts[image: External link] (R) 77.4%

Terry L. Nichols (D) 22.6%



	Kansas 2[image: External link]
	Jim Slattery[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Ran for Governor

Republican gain
	Sam Brownback[image: External link] (R) 65.6%

John W. Carlin (D) 34.4%



	Kansas 3[image: External link]
	Jan Meyers[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jan Meyers[image: External link] (R) 56.6%

Richard Burkett (D) 43.4%



	Kansas 4[image: External link]
	Dan Glickman
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Todd Tiahrt[image: External link] (R) 52.9%

Dan Glickman (D) 47.1%
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 Kentucky






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Kentucky 1[image: External link]
	Thomas Barlow[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Ed Whitfield[image: External link] (R) 51.0%

Thomas Barlow (D) 49.0%



	Kentucky 2[image: External link]
	Ron Lewis[image: External link]
	Republican
	1994
	Re-elected
	Ron Lewis[image: External link] (R) 59.8%

David Adkisson (D) 40.2%



	Kentucky 3[image: External link]
	Romano L. Mazzoli[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1970[image: External link]
	Retired

Democratic hold
	Mike Ward[image: External link] (D) 44.4%

Susan Stokes (R) 44.1%

Richard Lewis (T) 11.6%



	Kentucky 4[image: External link]
	Jim Bunning[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Bunning[image: External link] (R) 74.1%

Sally Harris Skaggs (D) 25.9%



	Kentucky 5[image: External link]
	Hal Rogers[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Hal Rogers[image: External link] (R) 79.4%

Walter Blevins (D) 20.6%



	Kentucky 6[image: External link]
	Scotty Baesler[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Scotty Baesler[image: External link] (D) 58.8%

Mathhew Eric Wills (R) 41.2%
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 Louisiana






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Louisiana 1[image: External link]
	Bob Livingston[image: External link]
	Republican
	1977
	Re-elected
	Bob Livingston[image: External link] (R) 81.2%

Forrest McNeir (D) 11.9%

Clark Simmons (I) 6.9%



	Louisiana 2[image: External link]
	William J. Jefferson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	William J. Jefferson[image: External link] (D) 77.6%

Robert Namer (R) 19.2%

Julius Leahman (D) 3.2%



	Louisiana 3[image: External link]
	Billy Tauzin[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Billy Tauzin[image: External link] (D) 76.2%

Nicholas J. Accardo (I) 23.8%



	Louisiana 4[image: External link]
	Cleo Fields[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Cleo Fields[image: External link] (D) 69.9%

Patricia Slocum (R) 30.1%



	Louisiana 5[image: External link]
	Jim McCrery[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim McCrery[image: External link] (R) 79.8%

Paul Henry Kidd (D) 16.2%

E. Austin Simmons (I) 4.0%



	Louisiana 6[image: External link]
	Richard Baker[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Richard Baker[image: External link] (R) 81.1%

Darryl Paul Ward (D) 18.9%



	Louisiana 7[image: External link]
	Jimmy Hayes[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jimmy Hayes[image: External link] (D) 53.0%

Clyde C. Holloway[image: External link] (R) 39.7%

Ron Caesar (I) 7.3%
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 Maine






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Maine 1[image: External link]
	Thomas Andrews[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Republican gain
	James B. Longley, Jr.[image: External link] (R) 51.9%

Dennis L. Dutremble[image: External link] (D) 48.1%



	Maine 2[image: External link]
	Olympia Snowe[image: External link]
	Republican
	1978[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Democratic gain
	John Baldacci[image: External link] (D) 45.7%

Richard A. Bennett[image: External link] (R) 40.8%

John M. Michael[image: External link] (I) 8.8%

Charles Fitzgerald ( G[image: External link]) 4.7%
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 Maryland






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Maryland 1[image: External link]
	Wayne Gilchrest[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Wayne Gilchrest[image: External link] (R) 67.7%

Ralph T. Gies (D) 32.3%

Wayne Boyle (D) 0.1%



	Maryland 2[image: External link]
	Helen Delich Bentley[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Ran for Governor
	Robert Ehrlich[image: External link] (R) 62.7%

Gerry L. Brewster (D) 37.2%



	Maryland 3[image: External link]
	Ben Cardin[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ben Cardin[image: External link] (D) 71.0%

Robert Ryan Tousey (R) 29.0%



	Maryland 4[image: External link]
	Albert Wynn[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Albert Wynn[image: External link] (D) 75.0%

Michele H. Dyson (R) 25.0%



	Maryland 5[image: External link]
	Steny Hoyer[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1981[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Steny Hoyer[image: External link] (D) 58.8%

Donald Devine (R) 41.2%



	Maryland 6[image: External link]
	Roscoe Bartlett[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Roscoe Bartlett[image: External link] (R) 65.9%

Paul Muldowney (D) 34.1%



	Maryland 7[image: External link]
	Kweisi Mfume[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Kweisi Mfume[image: External link] (D) 81.5%

Kenneth Kondner (R) 18.5%



	Maryland 8[image: External link]
	Connie Morella[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Connie Morella[image: External link] (R) 70.3%

Steven Van Grack (D) 29.7%
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 Massachusetts






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Massachusetts 1[image: External link]
	John Olver[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1991
	Re-elected
	John Olver[image: External link] (D) unopposed



	Massachusetts 2[image: External link]
	Richard Neal[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Richard Neal[image: External link] (D) 58.6%

John M. Briare (R) 36.3%

Kate Ross (Natural Law) 5.1%



	Massachusetts 3[image: External link]
	Peter I. Blute[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Peter I. Blute[image: External link] (R) 54.6%

Kevin O'Sullivan (D) 44.2%

Dale E. Friedgen (Natural Law) 1.1%



	Massachusetts 4[image: External link]
	Barney Frank[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Barney Frank[image: External link] (D) unopposed



	Massachusetts 5[image: External link]
	Marty Meehan[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Marty Meehan[image: External link] (D) 69.8%

David E. Coleman (R) 30.1%



	Massachusetts 6[image: External link]
	Peter G. Torkildsen[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Peter G. Torkildsen[image: External link] (R) 50.5%

John F. Tierney[image: External link] (D) 47.4%

Benjamin A. Gatchell (I) 2.1%



	Massachusetts 7[image: External link]
	Ed Markey[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ed Markey[image: External link] (D) 64.4%

Brad Bailey (R) 35.5%



	Massachusetts 8[image: External link]
	Joe Kennedy[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Joe Kennedy[image: External link] (D) unopposed



	Massachusetts 9[image: External link]
	Joe Moakley[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Joe Moakley[image: External link] (D) 69.8%

Michael M. Murphy (R) 30.2%



	Massachusetts 10[image: External link]
	Gerry Studds[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Gerry Studds[image: External link] (D) 68.7%

Keith Jason Hemeon (R) 31.2%
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 Michigan






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Michigan 1[image: External link]
	Bart Stupak[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bart Stupak[image: External link] (D) 56.9%

Gil Ziegler (R) 42.0%

Michael McPeak (Natural Law) 1.1%



	Michigan 2[image: External link]
	Pete Hoekstra[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Pete Hoekstra[image: External link] (R) 75.3%

Marcus Hoover (D) 23.7%

Lu Wiggins (Natural Law) 1.0%



	Michigan 3[image: External link]
	Vern Ehlers[image: External link]
	Republican
	1993
	Re-elected
	Vern Ehlers[image: External link] (R) 73.9%

Betsy J. Flory (D) 23.5%

Barrie Leslie Konicov[image: External link] (L) 1.6%

Susan H. Normandin (Natural Law) 1.0%



	Michigan 4[image: External link]
	David Lee Camp[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	David Lee Camp[image: External link] (R) 73.1%

Damion Frasier (D) 25.5%

Michael Lee (Natural Law) 1.4%



	Michigan 5[image: External link]
	James A. Barcia[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	James A. Barcia[image: External link] (D) 65.5%

William T. Anderson (R) 31.8%

Larry L. Fairchild (I) 1.6%

Susan I. Arnold (Natural Law) 1.2%



	Michigan 6[image: External link]
	Fred Upton[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Fred Upton[image: External link] (R) 73.5%

David Taylor (D) 25.5%

Ennis A. Berker (Natural Law) 1.0%



	Michigan 7[image: External link]
	Nick Smith[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Nick Smith[image: External link] (R) 65.1%

Kim McCaughtry (D) 32.3%

Ken Proctor (L) 1.9%

Scott K. Williamson (Natural Law) 0.7%



	Michigan 8[image: External link]
	Bob Carr[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Republican gain
	Dick Chrysler[image: External link] (R) 51.6%

Bob Mitchell (D) 44.9%

Gerald Ralph Turcotte, Jr. (L) 2.0%

Susan Ilene McPeak (Natural Law) 1.4%



	Michigan 9[image: External link]
	Dale E. Kildee[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Dale E. Kildee[image: External link] (D) 51.2%

Megan O'Neill (R) 47.0%

Karen Blasdell-Wilkinson (Natural Law) 1.7%



	Michigan 10[image: External link]
	David E. Bonior[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	David E. Bonior[image: External link] (D) 62.2%

Donald J. Lobsinger (R) 37.7%



	Michigan 11[image: External link]
	Joe Knollenberg[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Joe Knollenberg[image: External link] (R) 68.2%

Mike Breshgold (D) 30.5%

John R. Hocking (Natural Law) 1.3%



	Michigan 12[image: External link]
	Sander M. Levin[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Sander M. Levin[image: External link] (D) 52.0%

John Pappageorge[image: External link] (R) 46.6%

Jerome White (I) 0.7%

Eric R. Anderson (Natural Law) 0.7%



	Michigan 13[image: External link]
	William D. Ford[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1964[image: External link]
	Retired

Democratic hold
	Lynn N. Rivers[image: External link] (D) 51.9%

John A. Schall (R) 45.1%

Craig L. Seymour (L) 1.8%

Helen Halyard[image: External link] (I) 0.8%

Gail Anne Petrosoff (Natural Law) 0.4%



	Michigan 14[image: External link]
	John Conyers[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1964[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John Conyers[image: External link] (D) 81.5%

Richard Charles Fournier (R) 16.6%

Richard R. Miller (Natural Law) 1.9%



	Michigan 15[image: External link]
	Barbara-Rose Collins[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Barbara-Rose Collins[image: External link] (D) 84.1%

John W. Savage II (R) 14.1%

Cynthia M. Jaquith (I) 0.7%

Henry Ogden Clark (Natural Law) 0.6%

Larry Roberts (I) 0.5%



	Michigan 16[image: External link]
	John Dingell[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1955
	Re-elected
	John Dingell[image: External link] (D) 59.1%

Ken Larkin (R) 39.8%

Noha Fouad Hamze (Natural Law) 1.1%
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 Minnesota






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Minnesota 1[image: External link]
	Tim Penny[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	Gil Gutknecht[image: External link] (R) 55.2%

John C. Hottinger (D) 44.7%



	Minnesota 2[image: External link]
	David Minge[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	David Minge[image: External link] (D) 52.0%

Gary Revier (R) 45.0%

Stan Bentz (Reform) 3.0%



	Minnesota 3[image: External link]
	Jim Ramstad[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Ramstad[image: External link] (R) 73.2%

Bob Olson (D) 26.3%



	Minnesota 4[image: External link]
	Bruce Vento[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bruce Vento[image: External link] (D) 54.7%

Dennis Newinski (R) 41.8%

Dan R. Vacek (Grassroots) 2.9%



	Minnesota 5[image: External link]
	Martin Olav Sabo[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Martin Olav Sabo[image: External link] (D) 61.9%

Dorothy Legrand (R) 37.3%



	Minnesota 6[image: External link]
	Rod Grams[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Democratic gain
	Bill Luther[image: External link] (D) 49.9%

Tad Jude (R) 49.7%



	Minnesota 7[image: External link]
	Collin Peterson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Collin Peterson[image: External link] (D) 51.2%

Bernie Omann[image: External link] (R) 48.6%



	Minnesota 8[image: External link]
	Jim Oberstar[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Re-elected
	Jim Oberstar[image: External link] (D) 65.7%

Phil Herwig (R) 34.2%
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 Mississippi






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Mississippi 1[image: External link]
	Jamie L. Whitten[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1941[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	Roger Wicker[image: External link] (R) 63.1%

Bill Wheeler (D) 36.9%



	Mississippi 2[image: External link]
	Bennie Thompson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1993
	Re-elected
	Bennie Thompson[image: External link] (D) 53.7%

Bill Jordan (R) 38.9%

Vincent P. Thornton (T) 7.4%



	Mississippi 3[image: External link]
	Sonny Montgomery[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1966[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Sonny Montgomery[image: External link] (D) 67.6%

Dutch Dabbs (R) 32.4%



	Mississippi 4[image: External link]
	Michael Parker[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Michael Parker[image: External link] (D) 68.5%

Mike Wood (R) 31.5%



	Mississippi 5[image: External link]
	Gene Taylor[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1989
	Re-elected
	Gene Taylor[image: External link] (D) 60.1%

George Barlos (R) 39.9%
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 Missouri






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Missouri 1[image: External link]
	Bill Clay[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1968[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Clay[image: External link] (D) 63.4%

Donald R. Counts (R) 32.9%

Craig W. Williamson (L) 3.7%



	Missouri 2[image: External link]
	Jim Talent[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Talent[image: External link] (R) 67.3%

Pat Kelly (D) 30.6%

James Higgins (L) 2.1%



	Missouri 3[image: External link]
	Dick Gephardt
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Dick Gephardt (D) 57.7%

Gary Gill (R) 39.7%

Bradley Ems (L) 2.6%



	Missouri 4[image: External link]
	Ike Skelton[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ike Skelton[image: External link] (D) 67.8%

James A. Noland, Jr. (R) 32.3%



	Missouri 5[image: External link]
	Alan Wheat[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Democratic hold
	Karen McCarthy[image: External link] (D) 56.6%

Ron Freeman (R) 43.4%



	Missouri 6[image: External link]
	Pat Danner[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Pat Danner[image: External link] (D) 66.1%

Tina Tucker (R) 33.9%



	Missouri 7[image: External link]
	Mel Hancock[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Mel Hancock[image: External link] (R) 57.3%

James R. Fossard (D) 39.7%

Doug Burlison (L) 3.0%



	Missouri 8[image: External link]
	Bill Emerson[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Emerson[image: External link] (R) 70.1%

James L. Thompson (D) 26.6%

Greg Tlapek (L) 3.4%



	Missouri 9[image: External link]
	Harold Volkmer[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Harold Volkmer[image: External link] (D) 50.5%

Kenny Hulshof[image: External link] (R) 45.0%

Mitchell J. Moore (L) 4.5%
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 Montana






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Montana At-large[image: External link]
	Pat Williams[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Pat Williams[image: External link] (D) 48.7%

Cy Jamison (R) 42.2%

Steve Kelly (I) 9.1%
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 Nebraska






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Nebraska 1[image: External link]
	Doug Bereuter[image: External link]
	Republican
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Doug Bereuter[image: External link] (R) 62.6%

Patrick Combs (D) 37.3%



	Nebraska 2[image: External link]
	Peter Hoagland[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Jon Lynn Christensen[image: External link] (R) 49.9%

Peter Hoagland[image: External link] (D) 49.0%



	Nebraska 3[image: External link]
	Bill Barrett[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Barrett[image: External link] (R) 78.7%

Gil Chapin (D) 21.3%
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 Nevada






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Nevada 1[image: External link]
	James Bilbray[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	John Ensign[image: External link] (R) 48.5%

James Bilbray[image: External link] (D) 47.5%

Gary Wood (L) 4.0%



	Nevada 2[image: External link]
	Barbara Vucanovich[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Barbara Vucanovich[image: External link] (R) 63.5%

Janet Greeson (D) 29.2%

Thomas F. Jefferson (Ind. American) 4.3%

Lois Avery (Natural Law) 3.0%
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 New Hampshire






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	New Hampshire 1[image: External link]
	Bill Zeliff[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Zeliff[image: External link] (R) 65.6%

Bill Verge (D) 28.7%

Scott Tosti (I) 2.8%

Paul Lannon (L) 2.4%

Merle Braley (Natural Law) 0.4%



	New Hampshire 2[image: External link]
	Richard Swett[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Charlie Bass[image: External link] (R) 51.4%

Richard Swett[image: External link] (D) 46.0%

John A. Lewicke (L) 1.8%

Linda Spitzfaden (Natural Law) 0.8%
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 New Jersey






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	New Jersey 1[image: External link]
	Rob Andrews[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Rob Andrews[image: External link] (D) 72.3%

James N. Hogan (R) 27.7%



	New Jersey 2[image: External link]
	William J. Hughes[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Retired

Republican gain
	Frank LoBiondo[image: External link] (R) 64.6%

Louis N. Magazzu (D) 35.4%



	New Jersey 3[image: External link]
	Jim Saxton[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Saxton[image: External link] (R) 66.4%

James B. Smith (D) 31.2%

D. James Hill (I) 1.7%

Arthur Fulvio Croce (I) 0.6%



	New Jersey 4[image: External link]
	Chris Smith[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Chris Smith[image: External link] (R) 67.9%

Ralph Walsh (D) 30.6%

Leonard P. Marshall (NJ Conservative) 1.0%

Arnold Kokans (Natural Law) 0.5%



	New Jersey 5[image: External link]
	Marge Roukema[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Marge Roukema[image: External link] (R) 74.2%

Bill Auer (D) 21.9%

William J. Leonard (I) 2.0%

Roger W. Bacon (L) 1.5%

Helen Hamilton (Natural Law) 0.3%



	New Jersey 6[image: External link]
	Frank Pallone[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Frank Pallone[image: External link] (D) 60.4%

Mike Herson (R) 37.5%

Charles H. Dickson (I) 1.2%

Gary J. Rich (Conservative) 0.5%

Richard Quinn (Natural Law) 0.4%



	New Jersey 7[image: External link]
	Bob Franks[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Franks[image: External link] (R) 59.6%

Karen Carroll (D) 38.7%

James J. Cleary (LaRouche) 1.4%

Claire Greene (Natural Law) 0.3%



	New Jersey 8[image: External link]
	Herbert Klein[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	William J. Martini[image: External link] (R) 49.9%

Herbert Klein[image: External link] (D) 48.6%

Bernard George (NJ Conservative) 1.6%



	New Jersey 9[image: External link]
	Robert Torricelli[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Robert Torricelli[image: External link] (D) 62.5%

Peter J. Russo (R) 36.1%

Gregory Pason (I) 0.9%

Kenneth Ebel (Natural Law) 0.5%



	New Jersey 10[image: External link]
	Donald M. Payne[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Donald M. Payne[image: External link] (D) 75.9%

Jim Ford (R) 21.9%

Rose Monyek (I) 1.6%

Maurice Williams (Socialist Workers) 0.6%



	New Jersey 11[image: External link]
	Dean Gallo[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Died

Republican hold
	Rodney P. Frelinghuysen[image: External link] (R) 71.2%

Frank Herbert (D) 28.0%

Mary Frueholz (LaRouche) 0.6%

Stuart Bacha (I) 0.2%



	New Jersey 12[image: External link]
	Dick Zimmer[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Dick Zimmer[image: External link] (R) 68.3%

Joseph D. Youssouf (D) 30.4%

Anthony M. Provenzano (NJ Conservative) 1.3%



	New Jersey 13[image: External link]
	Bob Menendez[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Menendez[image: External link] (D) 70.9%

Fernando A. Alonso (R) 25.2%

Frank J. Rubino, Jr. (We the People) 1.6%

Herbert H. Shaw (Politicians are Crooks) 1.4%

Steven Marshall (Socialist Workers) 0.9%












[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 New Mexico






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	New Mexico 1[image: External link]
	Steven Schiff[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Steven Schiff[image: External link] (R) 73.9%

Peter L. Zollinger (D) 26.1%



	New Mexico 2[image: External link]
	Joe Skeen[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Joe Skeen[image: External link] (R) 63.3%

Benjamin Anthony Chavez (D) 31.9%

Rex R. Johnson (G) 4.9%



	New Mexico 3[image: External link]
	Bill Richardson
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Richardson (D) 63.6%

F. Gregg Bemis, Jr. (R) 34.1%

Edward D. Nagel (L) 2.4%
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 New York






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	New York 1[image: External link]
	George J. Hochbrueckner[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Michael Forbes[image: External link] (R) 52.5%

George J. Hochbrueckner (D) 46.5%

Michael Strong (Fed Up) 0.9%



	New York 2[image: External link]
	Rick Lazio[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Rick Lazio[image: External link] (R) 68.2%

Jame L. Manfre (D) 28.0%

Alice Cort Ross (Right to Life) 3.8%



	New York 3[image: External link]
	Peter T. King[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Peter T. King[image: External link] (R) 59.2%

Norma Grill (D) 40.0%

John A. DePrima (Liberal) 0.8%



	New York 4[image: External link]
	David A. Levy[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated in primary

Republican hold
	Daniel Frisa[image: External link] (R) 50.2%

Philip Schiliro (D) 37.3%

David A. Levy[image: External link] (Conservative) 8.7%

Vincent P. Garbitelli (Right to Life) 3.0%

Robert S. Berkowitz (Liberal) 0.8%



	New York 5[image: External link]
	Gary Ackerman[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1983
	Re-elected
	Gary Ackerman[image: External link] (D) 55.1%

Grant M. Lally (R) 43.3%

Edward Elkowitz (Right to Life) 1.7%



	New York 6[image: External link]
	Floyd H. Flake[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Floyd H. Flake[image: External link] (D) 80.4%

Dianand D. Bhagwandin (R) 19.6%



	New York 7[image: External link]
	Thomas J. Manton[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Thomas J. Manton[image: External link] (D) 87.1%

Robert E. Hurley (Conservative) 12.9%



	New York 8[image: External link]
	Jerrold Nadler[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jerrold Nadler[image: External link] (D) 82.0%

David L. Askren (R) 15.8%

Margaret V. Byrnes (Conservative) 2.2%



	New York 9[image: External link]
	Chuck Schumer[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Chuck Schumer[image: External link] (D) 72.6%

James P. McCall (R) 27.4%



	New York 10[image: External link]
	Ed Towns[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ed Towns[image: External link] (D) 89.0%

Amelia Smith Parker (R) 9.2%

Mildred K. Mahoney (Conservative) 1.7%



	New York 11[image: External link]
	Major Owens[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Major Owens[image: External link] (D) 88.9%

Gary S. Popkin (R) 9.5%

Michael Gaffney (Conservative) 1.6%



	New York 12[image: External link]
	Nydia Velázquez[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Nydia Velázquez[image: External link] (D) 92.3%

Genevieve R. Brennan (Conservative) 6.3%

Eric Ruano-Melendez (I) 1.4%



	New York 13[image: External link]
	Susan Molinari[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Susan Molinari[image: External link] (R) 60.9%

Tyrone G. Butler (D) 21.4%

Elisa Disimone (Right to Life) 2.9%



	New York 14[image: External link]
	Carolyn B. Maloney[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Carolyn B. Maloney[image: External link] (D) 64.2%

Charles E.F. Millard (R) 35.4%

Thomas K. Leighton (G) 0.4%



	New York 15[image: External link]
	Charles B. Rangel[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1970[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Charles B. Rangel[image: External link] (D) 96.5%

Jose Augustine Suero (Right to Life) 3.5%



	New York 16[image: External link]
	José Serrano[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	José Serrano[image: External link] (D) 96.3%

Michael Walters (Conservative) 3.7%



	New York 17[image: External link]
	Eliot L. Engel[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Eliot L. Engel[image: External link] (D) 77.6%

Edward T. Marshall (R) 17.9%

Kevin Brawley (Conservative) 2.3%

Ann M. Noonan (Right to Life) 2.2%



	New York 18[image: External link]
	Nita Lowey[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Nita Lowey[image: External link] (D) 57.3%

Andrew C. Hartzell, Jr. (R) 40.9%

Florence T. O'Grady (Right to Life) 1.8%



	New York 19[image: External link]
	Hamilton Fish IV[image: External link]
	Republican
	1968[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican hold
	Sue W. Kelly[image: External link] (R) 52.1%

Hamilton Fish V[image: External link] (D) 36.8%

Joseph J. DioGuardi[image: External link] (Conservative) 10.3%

Catherine Portman-Laux (Ax Taxes) 0.9%



	New York 20[image: External link]
	Benjamin A. Gilman[image: External link]
	Republican
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Benjamin A. Gilman[image: External link] (R) 67.5%

Gregory B. Julian (D) 29.4%

Lois M. Colandrea (Right to Life) 3.1%



	New York 21[image: External link]
	Michael R. McNulty[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Michael R. McNulty[image: External link] (D) 64.4%

Joseph A. Gomez (R) 33.6%

Timothy J. Wood (Right to Life) 2.0%



	New York 22[image: External link]
	Gerald B. H. Solomon[image: External link]
	Republican
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Gerald B. H. Solomon[image: External link] (R) 73.4%

L. Robert Lawrence, Jr. (D) 26.6%



	New York 23[image: External link]
	Sherwood Boehlert[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Sherwood Boehlert[image: External link] (R) 70.5%

Charles W. Skeele, Jr. (D) 23.1%

Donald J. Thomas (Right to Life) 6.4%



	New York 24[image: External link]
	John M. McHugh[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John M. McHugh[image: External link] (R) 67.4%

Danny M. Francis (D) 18.4%



	New York 25[image: External link]
	James T. Walsh[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	James T. Walsh[image: External link] (R) 57.6%

Rhea Jezer (D) 42.4%



	New York 26[image: External link]
	Maurice Hinchey[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Maurice Hinchey[image: External link] (D) 49.1%

Bob Moppert (R) 48.5%

Tom Kovach (Right to Life) 2.5%



	New York 27[image: External link]
	Bill Paxon[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Paxon[image: External link] (R) 74.5%

William A. Long, Jr. (D) 25.5%



	New York 28[image: External link]
	Louise McIntosh Slaughter[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Louise Slaughter[image: External link] (D) 56.6%

Renee Forgensi Davison (R) 40.1%

John A. Clendenin (Independence) 3.3%



	New York 29[image: External link]
	John J. LaFalce[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Re-elected
	John J. LaFalce[image: External link] (D) 55.2%

William E. Miller, Jr. (R) 43.0%

Patrick Murty (Right to Life) 1.8%



	New York 30[image: External link]
	Jack Quinn[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jack Quinn[image: External link] (R) 67.0%

David A. Franczyk (D) 33.0%



	New York 31[image: External link]
	Amo Houghton[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Amo Houghton[image: External link] (R) 84.8%

Gretchen S. McManus (Right to Life) 15.2%





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 North Carolina






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	North Carolina 1[image: External link]
	Eva M. Clayton[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Eva M. Clayton[image: External link] (D) 61.1%

Ted Tyler (R) 38.9%



	North Carolina 2[image: External link]
	Tim Valentine[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	David Funderburk[image: External link] (R) 56.0%

Richard H. Moore[image: External link] (D) 44.0%



	North Carolina 3[image: External link]
	Martin Lancaster[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Walter B. Jones[image: External link] (R) 52.7%

Martin Lancaster (D) 47.3%



	North Carolina 4[image: External link]
	David Price[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Fred Heineman[image: External link] (R) 50.4%

David Price (D) 49.6%



	North Carolina 5[image: External link]
	Stephen L. Neal[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Retired

Republican gain
	Richard Burr[image: External link] (R) 57.3%

A. P. Sands (D) 42.7%



	North Carolina 6[image: External link]
	Howard Coble[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Howard Coble[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	North Carolina 7[image: External link]
	Charlie Rose[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Charlie Rose[image: External link] (D) 51.6%

Robert C. Anderson (R) 48.4%



	North Carolina 8[image: External link]
	Bill Hefner[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Re-elected
	Bill Hefner[image: External link] (D) 52.4%

Sherrill Morgan (R) 47.6%



	North Carolina 9[image: External link]
	Alex McMillan[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican hold
	Sue Wilkins Myrick[image: External link] (R) 65.0%

Rory Blake (D) 35.0%



	North Carolina 10[image: External link]
	Cass Ballenger[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Cass Ballenger[image: External link] (R) 71.5%

Robert Wayne Avery (D) 28.5%



	North Carolina 11[image: External link]
	Charles H. Taylor[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Charles H. Taylor[image: External link] (R) 60.1%

Maggie Palmer Lauterer (D) 39.9%



	North Carolina 12[image: External link]
	Mel Watt[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Mel Watt[image: External link] (D) 65.8%

Joseph A. Martino (R) 34.2%
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 North Dakota






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	North Dakota At-large[image: External link]
	Earl Pomeroy[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Earl Pomeroy[image: External link] (D) 52.3%

Gary Porter (R) 45.0%

James Germalic (I) 2.7%
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 Ohio






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Ohio 1[image: External link]
	David S. Mann[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Steve Chabot[image: External link] (R) 56.1%

David S. Mann (D) 43.9%



	Ohio 2[image: External link]
	Rob Portman[image: External link]
	Republican
	1993
	Re-elected
	Rob Portman[image: External link] (R) 77.6%

Les Mann (D) 22.4%



	Ohio 3[image: External link]
	Tony P. Hall[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Tony P. Hall[image: External link] (D) 59.3%

David A. Westbrock (R) 40.7%



	Ohio 4[image: External link]
	Mike Oxley[image: External link]
	Republican
	1981[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Mike Oxley[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Ohio 5[image: External link]
	Paul Gillmor[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Paul Gillmor[image: External link] (R) 73.4%

Jarrod Tudor (D) 26.6%



	Ohio 6[image: External link]
	Ted Strickland[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Frank Cremeans[image: External link] (R) 50.9%

Ted Strickland (D) 49.1%



	Ohio 7[image: External link]
	Dave Hobson[image: External link]
	Republican
	1991
	Re-elected
	Dave Hobson[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Ohio 8[image: External link]
	John Boehner[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John Boehner[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Ohio 9[image: External link]
	Marcy Kaptur[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Marcy Kaptur[image: External link] (D) 75.3%

Randy Whitman (R) 24.7%



	Ohio 10[image: External link]
	Martin Hoke[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Martin Hoke[image: External link] (R) 51.9%

Francis E. Gaul (D) 38.6%

Joseph J. Jacobs, Jr. (I) 9.5%



	Ohio 11[image: External link]
	Louis Stokes[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1968[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Louis Stokes[image: External link] (D) 77.2%

James J. Sykora (R) 22.8%



	Ohio 12[image: External link]
	John Kasich[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John Kasich[image: External link] (R) 66.5%

Cynthia L. Ruccia (D) 33.2%



	Ohio 13[image: External link]
	Sherrod Brown[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Sherrod Brown[image: External link] (D) 49.1%

Gregory A. White (R) 45.5%

Howard Mason (I) 4.1%

John Michael Ryan (I) 1.3%



	Ohio 14[image: External link]
	Thomas C. Sawyer[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Thomas C. Sawyer[image: External link] (D) 51.9%

Lynn Slaby (R) 48.1%



	Ohio 15[image: External link]
	Deborah Pryce[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Deborah Pryce[image: External link] (R) 70.7%

Bill Buckel (D) 29.1%



	Ohio 16[image: External link]
	Ralph Regula[image: External link]
	Republican
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ralph Regula[image: External link] (R) 75.0%

J. Michael Finn (D) 25.0%



	Ohio 17[image: External link]
	James Traficant[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	James Traficant[image: External link] (D) 77.4%

Mike G. Meister (R) 22.6%



	Ohio 18[image: External link]
	Douglas Applegate[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	Bob Ney[image: External link] (R) 54.0%

Greg DiDonato[image: External link] (D) 46.0%



	Ohio 19[image: External link]
	Eric Fingerhut[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Steve LaTourette[image: External link] (R) 48.5%

Eric Fingerhut (D) 43.5%

Ron Young (I) 5.5%

Jerome A. Brentar (I) 2.5%
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 Oklahoma






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Oklahoma 1[image: External link]
	Jim Inhofe[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Republican hold
	Steve Largent[image: External link] (R) 62.7%

Stuart Price (D) 37.3%



	Oklahoma 2[image: External link]
	Mike Synar[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Defeated in primary

Republican gain
	Tom Coburn[image: External link] (R) 52.1%

Virgil R. Cooper (D) 47.9%



	Oklahoma 3[image: External link]
	William K. Brewster[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	William K. Brewster[image: External link] (D) 73.8%

Darrel Dewayne Tallant (R) 26.2%



	Oklahoma 4[image: External link]
	Dave McCurdy[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Republican gain
	J. C. Watts[image: External link] (R) 51.6%

David Perryman (D) 43.3%

Bill Tiffee (I) 5.1%



	Oklahoma 5[image: External link]
	Ernest Istook[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ernest Istook[image: External link] (R) 78.1%

Tom Keith (D) 21.9%



	Oklahoma 6[image: External link]
	Frank Lucas[image: External link]
	Republican
	1994
	Re-elected
	Frank Lucas[image: External link] (R) 70.2%

Jeffrey S. Tollett (D) 29.8%
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 Oregon






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Oregon 1[image: External link]
	Elizabeth Furse[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Elizabeth Furse[image: External link] (D) 47.7%

Bill Witt (R) 47.6%

Brewster Gillett (I) 2.6%

Daniel E. Wilson (L) 2.0%



	Oregon 2[image: External link]
	Bob Smith[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican hold
	Wes Cooley[image: External link] (R) 57.3%

Sue C. Kupillas (D) 38.7%

Gary L. Sublett (L) 3.9%



	Oregon 3[image: External link]
	Ron Wyden[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ron Wyden[image: External link] (D) 72.5%

Everett Hall (R) 19.4%

Mark Brunelle (I) 6.1%

Gene Nanni (L) 1.9%



	Oregon 4[image: External link]
	Peter DeFazio[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Peter DeFazio[image: External link] (D) 66.8%

John D. Newkirk (R) 33.2%



	Oregon 5[image: External link]
	Michael J. Kopetski[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	Jim Bunn[image: External link] (R) 49.8%

Catherine Webber (D) 46.8%

Jon E. Zimmer (L) 3.3%
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 Pennsylvania






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Pennsylvania 1[image: External link]
	Thomas M. Foglietta[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Thomas M. Foglietta[image: External link] (D) 81.5%

Roger F. Gordon (R) 18.5%



	Pennsylvania 2[image: External link]
	Lucien E. Blackwell[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Defeated in primary

Democratic hold
	Chaka Fattah[image: External link] (D) 85.9%

Lawrence R. Watson (R) 14.1%



	Pennsylvania 3[image: External link]
	Robert A. Borski, Jr.[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Robert A. Borski, Jr.[image: External link] (D) 62.7%

James C. Hasher (R) 37.3%



	Pennsylvania 4[image: External link]
	Ron Klink[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ron Klink[image: External link] (D) 64.2%

Ed Peglow (R) 35.8%



	Pennsylvania 5[image: External link]
	William F. Clinger, Jr.[image: External link]
	Republican
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	William F. Clinger, Jr.[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Pennsylvania 6[image: External link]
	Tim Holden[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Tim Holden[image: External link] (D) 56.7%

Frederick C. Levering (R) 43.3%



	Pennsylvania 7[image: External link]
	Curt Weldon[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Curt Weldon[image: External link] (R) 69.7%

Sara R. Nichols (D) 30.3%



	Pennsylvania 8[image: External link]
	James C. Greenwood[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	James C. Greenwood[image: External link] (R) 66.1%

John P. Murray (D) 26.7%

Jay Timothy Russell (L) 4.7%

Robert J. Cash (I) 2.5%



	Pennsylvania 9[image: External link]
	Bud Shuster[image: External link]
	Republican
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bud Shuster[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Pennsylvania 10[image: External link]
	Joseph M. McDade[image: External link]
	Republican
	1962[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Joseph M. McDade[image: External link] (R) 65.7%

Daniel J. Schreffler (D) 31.1%

Albert A. Smith (L) 3.2%



	Pennsylvania 11[image: External link]
	Paul E. Kanjorski[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Paul E. Kanjorski[image: External link] (D) 66.5%

J. Andrew Podolak (R) 33.5%



	Pennsylvania 12[image: External link]
	John Murtha[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Re-elected
	John Murtha[image: External link] (D) 68.9%

Bill Choby (R) 31.1%



	Pennsylvania 13[image: External link]
	Marjorie Margolies-

Mezvinsky[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Jon D. Fox[image: External link] (R) 49.4%

Marjorie Margolies-Mezvinsky (D) 45.2%

Lee D. Hustead (L) 3.7%

Frank W. Szabo (I) 1.7%



	Pennsylvania 14[image: External link]
	William J. Coyne[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	William J. Coyne[image: External link] (D) 64.1%

John Robert Clark (R) 32.4%

Edward L. Stewart (I) 2.3%

Paul Scherrer (I) 1.1%



	Pennsylvania 15[image: External link]
	Paul F. McHale, Jr.[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Paul F. McHale, Jr.[image: External link] (D) 47.8%

Jim Yeager (R) 47.4%

Victor J. Mazziotti (Patriot) 4.8%



	Pennsylvania 16[image: External link]
	Robert Smith Walker[image: External link]
	Republican
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Robert Smith Walker[image: External link] (R) 69.7%

Bill Chertok (D) 30.3%



	Pennsylvania 17[image: External link]
	George Gekas[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	George Gekas[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Pennsylvania 18[image: External link]
	Rick Santorum[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Democratic gain
	Michael F. Doyle[image: External link] (D) 54.8%

John McCarty (R) 45.2%



	Pennsylvania 19[image: External link]
	William F. Goodling[image: External link]
	Republican
	1974
	Re-elected
	William F. Goodling[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Pennsylvania 20[image: External link]
	Austin J. Murphy[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Retired

Democratic hold
	Frank Mascara[image: External link] (D) 53.1%

Mike McCormick (R) 46.9%



	Pennsylvania 21[image: External link]
	Tom Ridge[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired to run for Governor

Republican hold
	Phil English[image: External link] (R) 49.5%

Bill Leavens (D) 46.9%

Arthur E. Drew (I) 3.6%
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 Rhode Island






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Rhode Island 1[image: External link]
	Ronald Machtley[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Retired

Democratic gain
	Patrick J. Kennedy[image: External link] (D) 54.1%

Kevin Vigilante (R) 45.9%



	Rhode Island 2[image: External link]
	Jack Reed[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jack Reed[image: External link] (D) 68.0%

A. John Elliot (R) 32.0%
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 South Carolina






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	South Carolina 1[image: External link]
	Arthur Ravenel, Jr.[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Ran for Governor

Republican hold
	Mark Sanford[image: External link] (R) 66.3%

Robert Barber[image: External link] (D) 32.4%

Robert Payne (L) 1.2%



	South Carolina 2[image: External link]
	Floyd Spence[image: External link]
	Republican
	1970[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Floyd Spence[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	South Carolina 3[image: External link]
	Butler Derrick[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Retired

Republican gain
	Lindsey Graham[image: External link] (R) 60.1%

James E. Bryan, Jr. (D) 39.9%



	South Carolina 4[image: External link]
	Bob Inglis[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Inglis[image: External link] (R) 73.5%

Jerry L. Fowler (D) 26.4%



	South Carolina 5[image: External link]
	John M. Spratt, Jr.[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John M. Spratt, Jr.[image: External link] (D) 52.1%

Larry Bigham (R) 47.8%



	South Carolina 6[image: External link]
	Jim Clyburn[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Clyburn[image: External link] (D) 63.8%

Gary McLeod (R) 36.2%
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 South Dakota






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	South Dakota At-large[image: External link]
	Tim Johnson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Tim Johnson[image: External link] (D) 59.8%

Jan Berkhout (R) 36.6%

Ronald Wieczorek (I) 3.5%
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 Tennessee






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Tennessee 1[image: External link]
	Jimmy Quillen[image: External link]
	Republican
	1962[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jimmy Quillen[image: External link] (R) 72.9%

J. Carr Christian (D) 24.6%

George Mauer (I) 2.5%



	Tennessee 2[image: External link]
	Jimmy Duncan[image: External link]
	Republican
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jimmy Duncan[image: External link] (R) 90.5%

Randon J. Krieg (I) 4.8%



	Tennessee 3[image: External link]
	Marilyn Lloyd[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Retired

Republican gain
	Zach Wamp[image: External link] (R) 52.3%

Randy Button (D) 45.6%

Thomas Ed Morrrell (I) 1.2%

Richard M. Sims (I) 0.9%



	Tennessee 4[image: External link]
	Jim Cooper[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Republican gain
	Van Hilleary[image: External link] (R) 56.6%

Jeff Whorley (D) 42.0%

J. Patrick Lyons (I) 1.4%



	Tennessee 5[image: External link]
	Bob Clement[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Clement[image: External link] (D) 60.2%

John Osborne (R) 38.7%

Lloyd Botway (I) 0.6%

Chuck Lokey (I) 0.4%



	Tennessee 6[image: External link]
	Bart Gordon[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bart Gordon[image: External link] (D) 50.6%

Steve Gill (R) 49.4%



	Tennessee 7[image: External link]
	Don Sundquist[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired to run for Governor

Republican hold
	Ed Bryant[image: External link] (R) 60.2%

Harold Byrd (D) 38.6%

Tom Jeanette (I) 1.1%



	Tennessee 8[image: External link]
	John S. Tanner[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John S. Tanner[image: External link] (D) 63.8%

Neal R. Morris (R) 36.2%



	Tennessee 9[image: External link]
	Harold Ford, Sr.[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1974
	Re-elected
	Harold Ford, Sr.[image: External link] (D) 57.8%

Roderick DeBerry (R) 42.2%
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 Texas






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Texas 1[image: External link]
	Jim Chapman[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1985
	Re-elected
	Jim Chapman[image: External link] (D) 55.3%

Mike Blankenship (R) 40.9%

Thomas Mosser (I) 3.8%



	Texas 2[image: External link]
	Charlie Wilson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1972[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Charlie Wilson[image: External link] (D) 57.0%

Donna Peterson (R) 43.0%



	Texas 3[image: External link]
	Sam Johnson[image: External link]
	Republican
	1991
	Re-elected
	Sam Johnson[image: External link] (R) 91.0%

Tom Donahue (L) 9.0%



	Texas 4[image: External link]
	Ralph Hall[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ralph Hall[image: External link] (D) 58.8%

David L. Bridges (R) 39.8%

Steven Rothacker (L) 1.4%



	Texas 5[image: External link]
	John Wiley Bryant[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	John Wiley Bryant[image: External link] (D) 50.1%

Pete Sessions (R) 47.3%

Barbara Morgan (I) 1.4%

Noel Kopala (L) 0.7%

Regina Arashvand (I) 0.5%



	Texas 6[image: External link]
	Joe Barton[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Joe Barton[image: External link] (R) 75.6%

Terry Jesmore (D) 22.0%

Bill Baird (L) 2.3%



	Texas 7[image: External link]
	Bill Archer[image: External link]
	Republican
	1970[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Archer[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Texas 8[image: External link]
	Jack Fields[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jack Fields[image: External link] (R) 92.0%

Russ Klecka (I) 8.0%



	Texas 9[image: External link]
	Jack Brooks[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1952[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Steve Stockman[image: External link] (R) 51.9%

Jack Brooks (D) 45.7%

Bill Felton (I) 1.4%

Darla K. Beenau (L) 1.1%



	Texas 10[image: External link]
	J. J. Pickle[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1963
	Retired

Democratic hold
	Lloyd Doggett[image: External link] (D) 56.3%

Jo Baylor (R) 39.8%

Jeff Hill (L) 1.5%

Michael L. Brandes (I) 1.3%

Jeff Davis (I) 1.2%



	Texas 11[image: External link]
	Chet Edwards[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Chet Edwards[image: External link] (D) 59.2%

James W. Broyles (R) 40.8%



	Texas 12[image: External link]
	Pete Geren[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1989
	Re-elected
	Pete Geren[image: External link] (D) 68.7%

Ernest J. Anderson, Jr. (R) 31.3%



	Texas 13[image: External link]
	Bill Sarpalius[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Mac Thornberry[image: External link] (R) 55.4%

Bill Sarpalius (D) 44.6%



	Texas 14[image: External link]
	Greg Laughlin[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Greg Laughlin[image: External link] (D) 55.6%

Jim Deats (R) 44.4%



	Texas 15[image: External link]
	Kika de la Garza[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1964[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Kika de la Garza[image: External link] (D) 59.0%

Tom Haughey (R) 39.4%

John Hamilton (I) 1.6%



	Texas 16[image: External link]
	Ronald D. Coleman[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Ronald D. Coleman[image: External link] (D) 57.1%

Bobby Ortiz (R) 42.9%



	Texas 17[image: External link]
	Charles Stenholm[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Charles Stenholm[image: External link] (D) 53.6%

Phil Boone (R) 46.3%



	Texas 18[image: External link]
	Craig Anthony Washington[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1989
	Defeated in Primary

Democratic hold
	Sheila Jackson-Lee[image: External link] (D) 73.5%

Jerry Burley (R) 24.4%

J. Larry Snellings (I) 1.1%

George M. Hollenbeck (L) 1.0%



	Texas 19[image: External link]
	Larry Combest[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Larry Combest[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Texas 20[image: External link]
	Henry B. Gonzalez[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1961
	Re-elected
	Henry B. Gonzalez[image: External link] (D) 62.5%

Carl Bill Colyer (R) 37.5%



	Texas 21[image: External link]
	Lamar S. Smith[image: External link]
	Republican
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Lamar S. Smith[image: External link] (R) 90.0%

Kerry L. Lowry (I) 10.0%



	Texas 22[image: External link]
	Tom DeLay[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Tom DeLay[image: External link] (R) 73.7%

Scott Douglas Cunningham (D) 23.8%

Gregory D. Pepper (I) 2.5%



	Texas 23[image: External link]
	Henry Bonilla[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Henry Bonilla[image: External link] (R) 62.6%

Rolando L. Rios (D) 37.4%



	Texas 24[image: External link]
	Martin Frost[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Martin Frost[image: External link] (D) 52.8%

Ed Harrison (R) 47.2%



	Texas 25[image: External link]
	Michael A. Andrews[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Democratic hold
	Ken Bentsen, Jr.[image: External link] (D) 52.3%

Gene Fontenot (R) 45.0%

Sarah Klein-Tower (I) 1.7%

Robert F. Lockhart (L) 1.0%



	Texas 26[image: External link]
	Dick Armey[image: External link]
	Republican
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Dick Armey[image: External link] (R) 76.4%

LeEarl Ann Bryant (D) 22.4%

Alfred Adask (L) 1.1%



	Texas 27[image: External link]
	Solomon P. Ortiz[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Solomon P. Ortiz[image: External link] (D) 59.4%

Erol A. Stone (R) 40.06%



	Texas 28[image: External link]
	Frank Tejeda[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Frank Tejeda[image: External link] (D) 70.9%

David C. Slatter (R) 27.6%

Stephan Rothstein (L) 1.5%



	Texas 29[image: External link]
	Gene Green[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Gene Green[image: External link] (D) 73.4%

Harold Eide (R) 26.6%



	Texas 30[image: External link]
	Eddie Bernice Johnson[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Eddie Bernice Johnson[image: External link] (D) 72.6%

Lucy Cain (R) 25.7%

Ken Ashby (L) 1.7%
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 Utah






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Utah 1[image: External link]
	James V. Hansen[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	James V. Hansen[image: External link] (R) 64.5%

Bobbie Coray (D) 35.5%



	Utah 2[image: External link]
	Karen Shepherd[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Enid Greene Waldholtz[image: External link] (R) 45.8%

Karen Shepherd (D) 35.9%

Merrill Cook[image: External link] (I) 18.3%



	Utah 3[image: External link]
	Bill Orton[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bill Orton[image: External link] (D) 59.0%

Dixie Thompson (R) 39.9%

Barbara Greenway (Socialist Workers) 1.2%
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 Vermont




Main article: United States House of Representatives election in Vermont, 1994[image: External link]




	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Vermont At-large[image: External link]
	Bernie Sanders[image: External link]
	Independent
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bernie Sanders[image: External link] (I) 49.9%

John Carroll (R) 46.6%

Carole Banus (Natural Law) 1.4%

Jack Rogers (VT Grassroots) 1.3%

Annette Larson (Liberty Union) 0.7%
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 Virginia






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Virginia 1[image: External link]
	Herbert H. Bateman[image: External link]
	Republican
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Herbert H. Bateman[image: External link] (R) 74.3%

Mary F. Sinclair (D) 23.5%

Matt B. Voorhees (I) 2.3%



	Virginia 2[image: External link]
	Owen B. Pickett[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1986[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Owen B. Pickett[image: External link] (D) 59.0%

J. L. Chapman (R) 40.9%



	Virginia 3[image: External link]
	Bobby Scott[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bobby Scott[image: External link] (D) 79.4%

Thomas E. Ward (R) 20.6%



	Virginia 4[image: External link]
	Norman Sisisky[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Norman Sisisky[image: External link] (D) 61.6%

A. George Sweet III (R) 38.4%



	Virginia 5[image: External link]
	Lewis Payne[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Lewis Payne[image: External link] (D) 53.3%

George Landrith[image: External link] (R) 46.7%



	Virginia 6[image: External link]
	Bob Goodlatte[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Goodlatte[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Virginia 7[image: External link]
	Thomas J. Bliley, Jr.[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Thomas J. Bliley, Jr.[image: External link] (R) 84.0%

Gerald E. Berg (I) 15.8%



	Virginia 8[image: External link]
	Jim Moran
	Democratic
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Moran (D) 59.3%

Kyle E. McSlarrow[image: External link] (R) 39.3%

Ward Edmonds (I) 0.9%

William C. Jones (I) 0.4%



	Virginia 9[image: External link]
	Rick Boucher[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Rick Boucher[image: External link] (D) 58.8%

S. H. Fast (R) 41.2%



	Virginia 10[image: External link]
	Frank Wolf[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Frank Wolf[image: External link] (R) 87.3%

Alan Ogden (I) 7.8%

Robert Rilee (I) 0.2%



	Virginia 11[image: External link]
	Leslie L. Byrne[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Tom Davis[image: External link] (R) 52.9%

Leslie L. Byrne (D) 45.3%

Gordon Cruickshank (I) 1.7%
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 Washington






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Washington 1[image: External link]
	Maria Cantwell[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Rick White[image: External link] (R) 51.7%

Maria Cantwell (D) 48.3%



	Washington 2[image: External link]
	Al Swift[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1978[image: External link]
	Retired

Republican gain
	Jack Metcalf[image: External link] (R) 54.7%

Harriet Spanel[image: External link] (D) 45.3%



	Washington 3[image: External link]
	Jolene Unsoeld[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Linda Smith[image: External link] (R) 52.0%

Jolene Unsoeld (D) 44.6%

Caitlin Davis Carlson (Gun Control) 3.4%



	Washington 4[image: External link]
	Jay Inslee[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Doc Hastings[image: External link] (R) 53.3%

Jay Inslee (D) 46.7%



	Washington 5[image: External link]
	Tom Foley[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1964[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	George Nethercutt[image: External link] (R) 50.9%

Tom Foley (D) 49.1%



	Washington 6[image: External link]
	Norman D. Dicks[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Norman D. Dicks[image: External link] (D) 58.3%

Benjamin Gregg (D) 41.7%



	Washington 7[image: External link]
	Jim McDermott[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1988[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim McDermott[image: External link] (D) 75.1%

Keith Harris (R) 24.9%



	Washington 8[image: External link]
	Jennifer Dunn[image: External link]
	Republican
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jennifer Dunn[image: External link] (R) 76.1%

Jim Wyrick (D) 23.9%



	Washington 9[image: External link]
	Mike Kreidler[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Randy Tate[image: External link] (R) 51.8%

Mike Kreidler (D) 48.2%
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 West Virginia






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	West Virginia 1[image: External link]
	Alan Mollohan[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Alan Mollohan[image: External link] (D) 70.3%

Sally Rossy Riley (R) 29.7%



	West Virginia 2[image: External link]
	Bob Wise[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1982[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Bob Wise[image: External link] (D) 63.7%

Samuel A. Cravotta (R) 36.3%



	West Virginia 3[image: External link]
	Nick Rahall[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1976[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Nick Rahall[image: External link] (D) 63.9%

Ben Waldman (R) 36.1%
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 Wisconsin






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Wisconsin 1[image: External link]
	Peter W. Barca[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1993
	Defeated

Republican gain
	Mark Neumann[image: External link] (R) 49.4%

Peter W. Barca (D) 48.8%

Edward Kozak (L) 1.8%



	Wisconsin 2[image: External link]
	Scott L. Klug[image: External link]
	Republican
	1990[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Scott L. Klug[image: External link] (R) 69.2%

Thomas Hecht (D) 28.7%

John Stumpf (T) 1.4%

Joseph Schumacher (I) 0.7%



	Wisconsin 3[image: External link]
	Steve Gunderson[image: External link]
	Republican
	1980[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Steve Gunderson[image: External link] (R) 55.7%

Harvey Stower[image: External link] (D) 41.0%

Chuck Lee (T) 1.8%

Mark Weinhold (I) 1.4%



	Wisconsin 4[image: External link]
	Jerry Kleczka[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1984[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jerry Kleczka[image: External link] (D) 53.7%

Thomas G. Reynolds[image: External link] (R) 44.8%

James Harold Hause (T) 1.5%



	Wisconsin 5[image: External link]
	Tom Barrett[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1992[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Tom Barrett[image: External link] (D) 62.4%

Stephen Hollingshead (R) 36.4%

David Schall (I) 1.1%



	Wisconsin 6[image: External link]
	Tom Petri[image: External link]
	Republican
	1979
	Re-elected
	Tom Petri[image: External link] (R) unopposed



	Wisconsin 7[image: External link]
	Dave Obey[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1969
	Re-elected
	Dave Obey[image: External link] (D) 54.3%

Scott West (R) 45.7%



	Wisconsin 8[image: External link]
	Toby Roth[image: External link]
	Republican
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Toby Roth[image: External link] (R) 63.7%

Stan Gruszynski[image: External link] (D) 36.3%



	Wisconsin 9[image: External link]
	Jim Sensenbrenner[image: External link]
	Republican
	1978[image: External link]
	Re-elected
	Jim Sensenbrenner[image: External link] (R) unopposed
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 Wyoming






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	Wyoming At-large[image: External link]
	Craig L. Thomas[image: External link]
	Republican
	1989
	Retired to run for U.S. Senate

Republican hold
	Barbara Cubin[image: External link] (R) 53.2%

Bob Schuster (D) 41.3%

Dave Dawson (L) 5.5%
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 Non-voting delegates






	District
	Incumbent
	Party
	First elected
	Status
	Opponent



	U.S. Virgin Islands At-large[image: External link]
	Ron de Lugo[image: External link]
	Democratic
	1980[image: External link]
	Retired

Independent gain
	Victor Frazer[image: External link] (I)[9]

Eileen Peterson (D)
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White House travel office Controversy






The White House travel office controversy, sometimes referred to as Travelgate,[1][2] was the first major ethics controversy of the Clinton administration[image: External link]. It began in May 1993, when seven employees of the White House Travel Office were fired. This action was unusual because although theoretically staff employees serve at the pleasure of the President and could be dismissed without cause, in practice, such employees usually remain in their posts for many years.

The White House stated the firings were done because financial improprieties in the Travel Office operation during previous administrations had been revealed by an FBI investigation. Critics contended the firings were done to allow friends of President Bill Clinton and First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton to take over the travel business and that the involvement of the FBI was unwarranted. Heavy media attention forced the White House to reinstate most of the employees in other jobs and remove the Clinton associates from the travel role.

Further investigations by the FBI and the Department of Justice[image: External link], the White House itself, the General Accounting Office[image: External link], the House Government Reform and Oversight Committee[image: External link], and the Whitewater[image: External link] Independent Counsel[image: External link] all took place over the subsequent years. Travel Office Director Billy Dale was charged with embezzlement[image: External link] but found not guilty in 1995. In 1998, Independent Counsel Kenneth Starr exonerated Bill Clinton of any involvement in the matter.

Hillary Clinton gradually came under scrutiny for allegedly having played a central role in the firings and making false statements about her involvement therein. In 2000, Independent Counsel Robert Ray issued his final report on Travelgate. He sought no charges against her, saying that while some of Clinton's statements were factually false, there was insufficient evidence that these statements were either knowingly false or that she understood that her statements led to the firings.



TOP
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 The White House Travel Office




The White House Travel Office, known officially as either the White House Travel and Telegraph Office[3] or the White House Telegraph and Travel Office,[4] dates back to the Andrew Jackson administration and serves to handle travel arrangements for the White House press corps[image: External link], with costs billed to the participating news organizations.[5] By the time of the start of the Clinton administration, it was quartered in the Old Executive Office Building[image: External link], and had seven employees with a yearly budget of $7 million.[5] Staffers serve at the pleasure of the president;[6][7] however, in practice, the staffers were career employees who in some cases had worked in the Travel Office since the 1960s and 1970s, through both Democratic[image: External link] and Republican[image: External link] administrations.[4]

Travel Office Director Billy Ray Dale had held that position since 1982,[5] serving through most of the Reagan[image: External link] and George H. W. Bush administrations[image: External link], and had started in the Travel Office in 1961.[4] To handle the frequent last-minute arrangements of presidential travel and the specialized requirements of the press, Dale did not conduct competitive bidding[image: External link] for travel services,[8] but relied upon a charter company[image: External link] called Airline of the Americas.[5]
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 Initial White House actions




According to the White House, the incoming Clinton administration had heard reports of irregularities in the Travel Office and possible kickbacks to an office employee from a charter air company.[9][10] They looked at a review by KPMG Peat Marwick[image: External link] which discovered that Dale kept an off-book ledger, had $18,000 of unaccounted-for checks, and kept chaotic office records.[9][10] White House Chief of Staff Mack McLarty and the White House counsels[image: External link] thus decided to fire the Travel Office staff and reorganize it.[11] The actual terminations were done on May 19, 1993, by White House director of administration David Watkins.[5] There was also a feeling among the White House and its supporters that the Travel Office had never been investigated by the media due to its close relationship with press corps members[8][12] and the plush accommodations it afforded them and favors it did for them.[13][14] (Congress would later discover that in October 1988, a whistleblower[image: External link] within the Travel Office had alleged financial improprieties; the Reagan White House counsel looked into the claim but took no action.)[12][15]

Republicans and other critics saw the events differently. They alleged that friends of President Bill Clinton, including his third cousin[image: External link][5] Catherine Cornelius, had sought the firings in order to get the business for themselves.[7] Dale and his staff had been replaced with Little Rock, Arkansas-based World Wide Travel, a company with a substantial reputation in the industry[8] but with several ties to the Clintons.[5] In addition, Hollywood[image: External link] producer and Inauguration chairman Harry Thomason[image: External link], a friend of both Clintons, and his business partner, Darnell Martens, were looking to get their air charter company, TRM, the White House business in place of Airline of the Americas.[5][13] The Clinton campaign had been TRM's sole client during 1992, collecting commissions from booking charter flights for the campaign.[16] Martens wanted the White House to award TRM a $500,000 contract for an aircraft audit,[16] while also seeking Travel Office charter business as an intermediary which did not own any planes.[17]

Attention initially focused on the role of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), since on May 12, 1993, a week before the firings, associate White House counsel William Kennedy had requested that the FBI look into possible improprieties in the Travel Office operation.[10] FBI agents went there and, although initially reluctant,[5] authorized a preliminary investigation.[10] Deputy White House Counsel Vince Foster[image: External link] became worried about the firings about to take place and ordered the KPMG Peat Marwick review, asking the FBI to hold off in the meantime.[5] The accounting review started on May 14 and the report was given to the White House on May 17.[18] KPMG was unable to do an actual audit, because there were so few records in the Travel Office that could be audited and because the office did not use the double-entry bookkeeping system[image: External link] that audits are based upon.[9][19] One KPMG representative later described the office as "an ungodly mess in terms of records" with ten years of material piled up in a closet.[19] When the review came back with its reports of irregularities, Watkins went ahead with the terminations on May 19.[5]
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 Investigations




The travel office affair quickly became the first major ethics controversy of the Clinton presidency[20] and an embarrassment for the new administration.[14] Criticism from political opponents and especially the news media became intense;[13] the White House was later described as having been "paralyzed for a week".[21] The effect was intensified by cable television news[image: External link] and the advent of the 24-hour news cycle[image: External link].[14] Within three days of the firings, World Wide Travel voluntarily withdrew from the White House travel operation and were replaced on a temporary basis by American Express[image: External link] Travel Services.[22] (Later, after a competitive bid, American Express received the permanent role to book press charters.[5])

Various investigations took place.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 FBI




The role of the White House staff in pressuring the FBI to launch an investigation had been heavily criticized; on May 28, 1993, the FBI issued a report saying it had done nothing wrong in its contacts with the White House.[4] (This conclusion was reiterated by a March 1994 report by the Justice Department[image: External link]'s Office of Professional Responsibility[image: External link].[4])

Meanwhile, the FBI investigation of the Travel Office practices themselves continued, soon focusing on Dale.[5] During the summer of 1993 the other staffers of the office were informed that they were no longer a target of investigation.[5]
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 Clinton White House report




On July 2, 1993, the White House issued its own 80-page report on the firings, one that the New York Times termed "strikingly self-critical".[23] Co-written by Chief of Staff McLarty, it criticized five White House officials, included McLarty himself, Watkins, Kennedy, Cornelius, and another, for dismissing the Travel Office members improperly, for appearing to pressure the FBI into its involvement, and for allowing friends of the Clintons to become involved in a matter with which they had a business stake.[23] It said that the employees should instead have been placed on administrative leave.[14] However, the White House said no illegal actions had occurred, and no officials would be terminated; this did not satisfy Senate Minority Leader Bob Dole, who called for an independent investigation.[23] As Chief of Staff McLarty personally apologized to the fired Travel Office employees — some of whom had all their personal documents and travel photographs related to years of service thrown out during the firing process[15] — and said they would be given other jobs[23] (which five of them were;[24] Dale and his assistant director retired.[5]) The White House report also contained the initial indications of the First Lady's involvement in the firings, saying that she had taken an interest in the Travel Office's alleged mismanagement and had been informed two days in advance that the firings would take place.[23] There was no indication of involvement from President Clinton himself, although he had earlier taken broad public responsibility for what had happened.[23]

The travel office controversy was subsequently judged to have been a factor in Vince Foster's depression[image: External link] and July 20, 1993, suicide[image: External link].[5][14] In his torn-up resignation note from a few days before, he wrote "No one in The White House, to my knowledge, violated any law or standard of conduct, including any action in the Travel Office. There was no intent to benefit any individual or specific group. [...] The press is covering up the illegal benefits they received from the travel staff".[25] (In the last part, Foster may have been referring to lax customs treatment by the Travel Office of goods brought back from foreign trips by reporters.[25])
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 GAO Report




In July 1993, Congress requested the non-partisan General Accounting Office[image: External link] investigate the firings; on May 2, 1994, the GAO concluded that the White House did have legal authority to terminate the Travel Office employees without cause, because they served at the pleasure of the president.[4] However, it also concluded that Cornelius, Thomason, and Martens, who all had potential business interests involved, had possibly influenced the decision.[4] Moreover, the GAO report indicated that the First Lady played a larger role than previously thought before the firings, with Watkins saying she had urged "that action be taken to get 'our people' into the travel office."[21] The First Lady, who had given a written statement to the inquiry, said she did "not recall this conversation with the same level of detail as Mr. Watkins."[21]
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 Independent Counsel investigation begins




Special prosecutor Robert B. Fiske[image: External link] tangentially investigated travel office events during the first half of 1994, as part of investigating the circumstances surrounding Foster's death.[4]

In August 1994, Independent Counsel[image: External link] Kenneth Starr took over from Fiske in investigating Whitewater[image: External link], Foster, and indirectly the travel office matter.[4] On July 22, 1995, Hillary Clinton gave a deposition under oath to the Independent Counsel that touched on travel office questions;[26] she denied having had a role in the firings, but was unable to recall many specifics of conversations with Foster and Watkins.[26]
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 Oversight Committee investigation begins




In late 1994, following the 1994 Congressional elections[image: External link] which switched Congress from Democratic to Republican control, the House Government Reform and Oversight Committee[image: External link], chaired by Pennsylvania[image: External link] Republican William Clinger[image: External link], launched an investigation into the White House Travel Office firings.[4] In October 1995, the committee began hearings on the matter;[4] Clinger soon accused the White House of withholding pertinent documents[27] and sought subpoenas to compel witnesses to appear.[28]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Private investigations




Not all investigations were by governmental bodies. The magazine The American Spectator, which had a well-established animus towards the First Couple,[29][30][31] focused on the Travelgate story as one of many Clinton-related matters it thought scandalous,[30][32] describing it as "a story about influence-peddling and sleazy deal-making... in the Clinton White House".[33] Spectator publisher R. Emmett Tyrrell, Jr.[image: External link] would claim that the magazine's early Travelgate stories provided useful material to the congressional investigations.[34] In general, Clinton administration controversies such as Travelgate allowed opinion magazines and political debate television shows to attract subscribers and viewers.[30][33]
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 Prosecution and acquittal of Billy Dale




Meanwhile, as a consequence of the FBI investigation, former Travel Office Director Billy Dale was indicted by a federal grand jury on December 7, 1994, on two counts of embezzlement[image: External link] and criminal conversion[image: External link], charged with wrongfully depositing into his own bank account $68,000 in checks from media organizations traveling with the president[35] during the period between 1988 and 1991.[5] He faced up to 20 years in prison if convicted.[36] Dale's attorneys conceded that funds had been co-mingled, but stated that Dale had not stolen anything but rather used the monies for the substantial tips and off-the-book payments that the job required, especially in foreign countries, and that anything left over was used as a discount against future trips.[5]

At the 13-day trial in October and November 1995,[37] prominent journalists such as ABC News' Sam Donaldson[image: External link] and The Los Angeles Times[image: External link]' Jack Nelson[image: External link] testified as character witnesses on Dale's behalf.[8] Much of the trial focused on the details of the movement of Travel Office funds into Dale's personal account, and not on the political overtones of the case.[38] The jury acquitted Dale of both charges on November 16, 1995,[4] following less than two hours of deliberations.[37]
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 A memo surfaces regarding the First Lady




On January 5, 1996, a new development thrust the travel office matter again to the forefront. A two-year-old memo from White House director of administration David Watkins surfaced that identified First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton as the motivating force behind the firings, with the additional involvement of Vince Foster and Harry Thomason.[39] "Foster regularly informed me that the First Lady was concerned and desired action. The action desired was the firing of the Travel Office staff."[40] Written in fall 1993, apparently intended for McLarty, the Watkins memo also said "we both know that there would be hell to pay" if "we failed to take swift and decisive action in conformity with the First Lady's wishes."[39] This memo contradicted the First Lady's previous statements in the GAO investigation, that she had played no role in the firings and had not consulted with Thomason beforehand; the White House also found it difficult to explain why the memo was so late in surfacing when all the previous investigations had requested all relevant materials.[40] House committee chair Clinger charged a cover-up[image: External link] was taking place and vowed to pursue new material.[39]

These developments, following Hillary Clinton's prior disputed statements about her cattle futures dealings[image: External link] and Whitewater, led to a famous exchange in which high-profile New York Times columnist William Safire[image: External link], who had endorsed Bill Clinton in the previous election, wrote that many Americans were coming to the "sad realization that our First Lady—a woman of undoubted talents who was a role model for many in her generation—is a congenital liar,"[41] followed by White House Press Secretary Mike McCurry[image: External link] saying that "the President, if he were not the President, would have delivered a more forceful response to that—on the bridge of Mr. Safire's nose."[42][43]

As a result of the discovery of the Watkins memo, and based upon a suggestion from the Office of Independent Counsel, on March 20, 1996, Attorney General Janet Reno requested that Whitewater[image: External link] Independent Counsel[image: External link] Kenneth Starr expand his inquiry to specifically include the travel office affair, in particular allegations that White House employees had lied about Hillary Clinton's role in the firings,[8] and that David Watkins or Hillary Clinton had made false statements in previous testimony to the GAO, Congress, or the Independent Counsel.[44]

The Congressional investigation continued; on March 21, 1996, Hillary Clinton submitted a deposition under oath to the House Government Reform and Oversight Committee, again acknowledging concern about irregularities in the Travel Office but denying a direct role in the firings and expressing a lack of recollection to a number of questions.[26] A battle of wills took place between the legislative and executive branches. On May 9, 1996, President Clinton refused to turn over additional documents related to the matter, claiming executive privilege[image: External link].[45] House committee chair Clinger threatened a contempt of Congress[image: External link] resolution against the president, and the White House partially backed down on May 30, surrendering 1,000 of the 3,000 documents the committee asked for.[46]

Meanwhile, the seven dismissed employees were back in the picture. In March 1996 the House voted 350–43 to reimburse them for all of their legal expenses;[47] in September 1996, Democratic Senator Harry Reid[image: External link] led an unsuccessful attempt to block this measure.[48] In May 1996, the seven filed a $35 million lawsuit against Harry Thomason and Darnell Martens, alleging unlawful interference with their employment and emotional distress.[49]

On June 5, 1996, Clinger announced that the committee's investigations had discovered that the White House had requested access to Billy Dale's FBI background check report seven months after the terminations, in what Clinger said was an improper effort to justify the firings.[50] It was rapidly discovered that the White House had additionally gotten improper access to hundreds of other FBI background reports, many on former White House employees in Republican administrations; thus was born the Filegate[image: External link] controversy.[51]

The Senator Al D'Amato[image: External link]-chaired Senate Special Whitewater Committee[image: External link], which had begun the previous year, issued its findings in a majority report on June 18, 1996;[52] it did not investigate Travelgate directly, but did say that "[Hillary] Clinton, upon learning of [Vince] Foster's death, at least realized its connection to [the] Travelgate scandal, and perhaps to the Whitewater matter, and dispatched her trusted lieutenants to contain any potential embarrassment or political damage."[53] Minority Democratic members of the Committee derided these findings as "a legislative travesty," "a witch hunt," and "a political game."[52]

The House Government Reform and Oversight Committee issued its majority report on September 18, 1996, in which it accused the Clinton administration of having obstructed the committee's efforts to investigate the Travelgate scandal.[6] It portrayed Bill Clinton as being heavily involved in the travel office affair,[6] more than any other investigation. The report's chapter titles were lurid: "The White House Stonewalled All Investigations into the White House Travel Office Firings and Related Matters", "The White House Initiated a Full-Scale Campaign of Misinformation in the Aftermath of the Travel Office Firings and President Clinton Led the Misinformation Campaign from the First Days of the Travelgate Debacle", "Foster's Death Shattered a White House Just Recovering from an Abysmal First 6 Months of Administration", and so forth.[54] Democratic members of the Committee walked out in protest over the report, with ranking member Henry Waxman[image: External link] calling it "an embarrassment to you [Chairman Clinger], this committee and this Congress" and "a crassly partisan smear campaign against President Clinton, Mrs. Clinton and this administration."[6] The following month Clinger forwarded the report, along with one on Filegate, to the Independent Counsel, suggesting that the testimony of several witnesses be looked at for possible perjury or obstruction of justice.[8] Democrats said this was politically motivated in an attempt to influence the 1996 presidential election[image: External link].[8]
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 Independent Counsel findings




Almost two years passed. Independent Counsel Starr continued his investigation. Starr wanted access to notes that Vince Foster's attorney took in a conversation with Foster about the travel office affair shortly before Foster's suicide, but on June 25, 1998, the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] ruled 6–3 against Starr in Swidler & Berlin v. United States[image: External link], stating that attorney–client privilege[image: External link] extends beyond the grave.[55] In September 1998 Independent Counsel Starr released the famous Starr Report, concerning offenses that may have been committed by President Clinton as part of the Lewinsky scandal. It did not mention the travel office matter.[8]

On November 19, 1998, Starr testified before the House Judiciary Committee in connection with the impeachment of Bill Clinton over charges related to the Lewinsky scandal. Here, for the first time, Starr exonerated President Clinton of complicity in the travel office affair, saying that while investigations were not complete, "the president was not involved in our... investigation."[56] (Starr also chose this occasion to clear President Clinton in the Filegate matter, and to say he had not committed impeachable wrongdoing in the Whitewater matter; Democrats on the committee immediately criticized Starr for withholding all these findings until after the 1998 Congressional elections[image: External link].[57])

Starr explicitly did not exonerate Hillary Clinton, however; her case remained unsettled. More time passed. By 2000, she was a candidate for United States Senator from New York[image: External link], and Starr had been replaced as Independent Counsel by prosecutor Robert Ray, who once worked for Rudy Giuliani[image: External link], Clinton's then-opponent in the Senate race.[58] Regardless, Ray vowed his investigation would have "no untoward effect on the political process."[58] Ray was determined to wrap up the case before the end of Bill Clinton's term.[59]

On June 23, 2000, the suspense ended when Ray submitted the final Independent Counsel report on the travel office affair under seal to the judicial panel in charge of the investigation and publicly announced that he would seek no criminal charges against Hillary Clinton.[60] Ray said that she had, contrary to her statements, "ultimately influenced" the decision to fire the employees.[60] However, "the evidence was insufficient to prove to a jury beyond a reasonable doubt that any of Mrs. Clinton's statements and testimony regarding her involvement in the travel office firings were knowingly false," and thus prosecution was declined.[60] White House press secretary Joe Lockhart[image: External link] was critical of Ray's statement: "By inappropriately characterizing the results of a legally sealed report through innuendo, the Office of Independent Counsel has further politicized an investigation that has dragged on far too long."[60]

Ray's full 243-page report[61] was unsealed and made public on October 18, 2000, three weeks before the Senatorial election. It confirmed that neither Hillary Clinton nor David Watkins would be indicted.[61] It included some new detail, including a somewhat unsubstantiated claim from a friend of Watkins saying that the First Lady had told Watkins to "fire the sons of bitches."[62] Ray cited eight separate conversations between the First Lady and senior staff and concluded: "Mrs. Clinton’s input into the process was significant, if not the significant factor influencing the pace of events in the Travel Office firings and the ultimate decision to fire the employees." Moreover, Ray determined Hillary Clinton had given "factually false" testimony[63] when questioned by the GAO, the Independent Counsel, and Congress[61] about the travel office firings, but reiterated that "the evidence was insufficient to prove beyond a reasonable doubt" that she knew her statements were false or understood that they may have prompted the firings.[63]

Immediate reactions to the report differed. David E. Kendall[image: External link], Hillary Clinton's lawyer, said that Ray's words were "highly unfair and misleading"[63] and that Ray's conclusions were inconsistent, that evidence regarding her innocence had been buried in the document, and that the report confirmed that her fears about financial improprieties in the Travel Office were warranted.[64] On the other hand, Bill Powers[image: External link], chair of the New York Republican State Committee[image: External link], said the report "once again makes us question" the believability of Clinton, and Congressman Rick Lazio[image: External link], her Republican opponent in the Senate election, said "We believe that character counts in public service."[65] New York Times columnist Safire updated his description of Hillary Clinton to "habitual prevaricator", saying "the evidence that she has been lying all along is damning" and comparing her dark side to that of Richard Nixon, in whose White House he had once worked.[66]

Regardless, after 7½ years, Travelgate was finally over.
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 Legacy




In the legal aftermath, Swidler & Berlin v. United States became an important Supreme Court decision.[67] The length, expense, and results of the Travelgate and the other investigations grouped under the Whitewater umbrella turned much of the public against the Independent Counsel mechanism.[68] As such, the Independent Counsel law expired in 1999, with critics saying it cost too much with too few results; even Kenneth Starr favored the law's demise.[69]

Opinions would differ over the legacy of the affair. Some agreed with Safire, who had said that Hillary Clinton was "a vindictive power player who used the FBI to ruin the lives of people standing in the way of juicy patronage."[12] Conservative commentator Barbara Olson[image: External link] would entitle her highly unflattering 1999 book Hell to Pay: The Unfolding Story of Hillary Rodham Clinton, in reference to Clinton's Travelgate phrase. However, these had little effect on Hillary Clinton's career, as she won the 2000 election to the Senate, won re-election in 2006[image: External link], became a strong contender for the Democratic Party nomination in the 2008 presidential election, then served as U.S. Secretary of State[image: External link] from 2009 to 2013, and then ran for president again in 2016, becoming the nominee[image: External link].

Bill Clinton later described the allegations and investigation as "a fraud",[70] while in her 2003 autobiography Hillary Clinton gave short shrift to the matter, never mentioning Billy Dale by name and saying that "'Travelgate'... was perhaps worthy of a two- or three-week life span; instead, in a partisan political climate, it became the first manifestation of an obsession for investigation that persisted into the next millennium."[11] Many in the Clinton inner circle would always believe that political motivations had been behind the investigation, including an attempt to derail Hillary Clinton's role in the 1993 health care reform plan.[14] But associate White House counsel William Kennedy would also later reflect that some of it was just "pure palpable hatred of the Clintons. It started and it never quit."[14]
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Whitewater Controversy






The Whitewater controversy, Whitewater scandal (or simply Whitewater), was an American political episode of the 1990s that began with an investigation into the real estate investments of Bill and Hillary Clinton and their associates, Jim McDougal[image: External link] and Susan McDougal[image: External link], in the Whitewater Development Corporation[image: External link], a failed business venture in the 1970s and 1980s.

A March 1992 New York Times article published during the U.S. presidential campaign reported that the Clintons, then governor[image: External link] and first lady of Arkansas, had invested and lost money in the Whitewater Development Corporation.[1] The article stimulated the interest of L. Jean Lewis[image: External link], a Resolution Trust Corporation[image: External link] investigator who was looking into the failure of Madison Guaranty[image: External link] Savings and Loan[image: External link], also owned by Jim and Susan McDougal.

Lewis looked for connections between the savings and loan company and the Clintons, and on September 2, 1992, she submitted a criminal referral to the FBI naming Bill and Hillary Clinton as witnesses in the Madison Guaranty case. Little Rock U.S. Attorney[image: External link] Charles A. Banks and the FBI determined that the referral lacked merit, but Lewis continued to pursue the case. From 1992 to 1994, Lewis issued several additional referrals against the Clintons, and repeatedly called the U.S. Attorney's Office in Little Rock and the Justice Department[image: External link] regarding the case.[2] Her referrals eventually became public knowledge, and she testified before the Senate Whitewater Committee[image: External link] in 1995.

David Hale, the source of criminal allegations against the Clintons, claimed in November 1993 that Bill Clinton had pressured him into providing an illegal $300,000 loan to Susan McDougal, the Clintons' partner in the Whitewater land deal.[3] The allegations were regarded as questionable, because Hale had not mentioned Clinton in reference to this loan during the original FBI investigation of Madison Guaranty in 1989; only after coming under indictment himself in 1993, did Hale make allegations against the Clintons.[4] A U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission investigation resulted in convictions against the McDougals for their role in the Whitewater project. Jim Guy Tucker[image: External link], Bill Clinton's successor as governor, was convicted of fraud and sentenced to four years of probation for his role in the matter.[5] Susan McDougal served 18 months in prison for contempt of court for refusing to answer questions[image: External link] relating to Whitewater.

Neither Bill Clinton nor Hillary were ever prosecuted, after three separate inquiries found insufficient evidence linking them with the criminal conduct of others related to the land deal. The matter was handled by the Whitewater Independent Counsel[image: External link], Kenneth Starr. The last of these inquiries came from the final Independent Counsel, Robert Ray, (who replaced Starr) in 2000.[6] Susan McDougal was granted a pardon by President Clinton[image: External link] before he left office.



TOP
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 Nomenclature




The term "Whitewater" is sometimes used to include other controversies from the Bill Clinton administration, especially Travelgate[image: External link], Filegate[image: External link], and the circumstances surrounding Vince Foster's death[image: External link], that were also investigated by the Whitewater Independent Counsel.[7]

But Whitewater proper refers only to the matters stemming from the Whitewater Development Corporation and subsequent developments.
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 History





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Origins of Whitewater Development Corporation




Bill Clinton had known Arkansas businessman and political figure Jim McDougal since 1968, and had made a previous small real estate investment with him in 1977.[9] The Clintons were seeking ways of supplementing their income: Bill Clinton's salary was $26,500 as Arkansas Attorney General (which would rise to $35,000 if his campaign for Governor of Arkansas succeeded) and Hillary Clinton's salary was $24,500 as a Rose Law Firm associate[10][11] for a combined income in 1978 of $51,173,[12] equivalent to $188,000 in 2016.

In spring of 1978, McDougal proposed that the Clintons join him and his wife, Susan, in buying 230 acres (93 ha) of undeveloped land along the south bank of the White River[image: External link] near Flippin[image: External link], Arkansas, in the Ozark Mountains[image: External link]. The goal was to subdivide the site into lots for vacation homes[image: External link], intended for the many people coming south from Chicago and Detroit who were interested in low property taxes, fishing, rafting, and mountain scenery. The plan was to hold the property for a few years and then sell the lots at a profit.[9]

The four borrowed $203,000 to buy land, and subsequently transferred ownership of the land to the newly created Whitewater Development Corporation[image: External link], in which all four participants had equal shares.[9] Susan McDougal chose the name "Whitewater Estates" and their sales pitch was, "One weekend here and you'll never want to live anywhere else."[11][13][14] The business was incorporated on June 18, 1979.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Failure of Whitewater Development Corporation




By the time the Whitewater lots were surveyed and available for sale at the end of 1979, interest rates had climbed to near 20%. Prospective buyers could no longer afford to buy vacation homes. Rather than take a loss on the venture, the four decided to build a model home and wait for better economic conditions.[9]

Following the land purchase, Jim McDougal asked the Clintons for additional funds for interest payments on the loan and other expenses; the Clintons later claimed to have no knowledge of how these contributions were used.[9][15] When Bill Clinton failed to win re-election in 1980, Jim McDougal lost his job as the governor's economic aide and decided to go into banking.[11] He acquired the Bank of Kingston in 1980 and the Woodruff Savings & Loan in 1982,[16] renaming them the Madison Bank & Trust and the Madison Guaranty Savings & Loan[image: External link], respectively.[13]

In spring 1985, McDougal held a fundraiser at Madison Guaranty's office in Little Rock that paid off Clinton's 1984 gubernatorial campaign debt of $50,000. McDougal raised $35,000; $12,000 of that was in Madison Guaranty cashier's checks.[17][18]

In 1985, Jim McDougal invested in a local construction project called Castle Grande[image: External link]. The 1,000 acres (400 ha), located south of Little Rock,[13] were priced at about $1.75 million, more than McDougal could afford on his own. According to current law, McDougal could borrow only $600,000 from his own savings and loan[image: External link], Madison Guaranty. Therefore, McDougal involved others to raise the additional funds. Among these was Seth Ward, an employee of the bank, who helped funnel the additional $1.15 million required. To avoid potential investigations, the money was moved back and forth among several other investors and intermediaries. Hillary Clinton, then an attorney at Rose Law Firm (which is based in Little Rock) provided legal services to Castle Grande.

In 1986, federal regulators realized that all of the necessary funds for this real estate venture had come from Madison Guaranty; regulators called Castle Grande a sham. In July of that year, McDougal resigned from Madison Guaranty. Seth Ward fell under investigation, along with the lawyer who helped him draft the agreement. Castle Grande earned $2 million in commissions and fees for McDougal's business associates, as well as an unknown amount in legal fees for Rose Law Firm, but in 1989, it collapsed, at a cost to the government of $4 million.[19] This in turn helped trigger the 1989 collapse of Madison Guaranty, which federal regulators then had to take over.[19] Taking place in the midst of the nationwide savings and loan crisis[image: External link], the failure of Madison Guaranty cost the United States $73 million.[20]

The Clintons lost between $37,000 and $69,000 on their Whitewater investment; this was less than the McDougals lost.[21] The reasons for the unequal capital contributions by the Clintons and McDougals are unknown but the President's critics cited the discrepancy as evidence that then-Governor Clinton was to contribute to the project in other ways.[15]

The White House and the President's supporters claimed that they were exonerated by the Pillsbury Report. This was a $3 million study done for the Resolution Trust Corporation[image: External link] by the Pillsbury, Madison & Sutro[image: External link] law firm at the time that Madison Guaranty Savings & Loan was dissolved. The report concluded that James McDougal, who had set up the deal, was the managing partner, and Bill Clinton was a passive investor in the venture; the Associated Press characterized it as "generally support[ing] the Clintons' description of their involvement in Whitewater."[22][23] However, Charles Patterson, the attorney who supervised the report, "refused ... to call it a vindication" of the Clintons, stating in testimony before the Senate Whitewater Committee that "it was not our purpose to vindicate, castigate, exculpate."[23]
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 Bill Clinton's first run for president




During Bill Clinton's first bid for the presidency in 1992, he was asked by New York Times reporters about the failure of the Whitewater development.[24] The subsequent New York Times article, by reporter Jeff Gerth[image: External link], appeared on March 8, 1992.[1]
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 Removal of documents




Within hours of the death of Vince Foster[image: External link] in July 1993, chief White House counsel Bernard Nussbaum[image: External link] removed documents, some of them concerning the Whitewater Development Corporation, from Foster's office and gave them to Maggie Williams[image: External link], Chief of Staff to the First Lady. According to the New York Times, Williams placed the documents in a safe in the White House for five days before turning them over to their personal lawyer.[25]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Subpoena of the presidential couple




As a result of the exposé in the New York Times, the Justice Department opened an investigation into the failed Whitewater deal. Media pressure continued to build, and on April 22, 1994, Hillary Clinton gave an unusual press conference[image: External link] under a portrait of Abraham Lincoln in the State Dining Room[image: External link] of the White House, to address questions on both Whitewater and the cattle futures controversy[image: External link]; it was broadcast live on several networks. In it, she claimed that the Clintons had a passive role in the Whitewater venture and had committed no wrongdoing, but admitted that her explanations had been vague. She said that she no longer opposed appointing a special prosecutor to investigate the matter. Afterwards, she won media praise for the manner in which she conducted herself during the press conference;[15] Time[image: External link] called her "open, candid, but above all unflappable...the real message was her attitude and her poise. The confiding tone and relaxed body language[image: External link]...immediately drew approving reviews".[27] By that time there was growing backlash from Democrats and other members of the political left against the press' investigations of Whitewater. The New York Times was criticized by Gene Lyons of Harper's Magazine[image: External link], who felt its reporters were exaggerating the significance and possible impropriety of what they were uncovering.[28]

At Clinton's request, Attorney General[image: External link] Janet Reno appointed a special prosecutor[image: External link], Robert B. Fiske[image: External link], to investigate the legality of the Whitewater transactions in 1994. Two allegations surfaced: 1) that Clinton had exerted pressure on an Arkansas businessman, David Hale, to make a loan that would benefit him and the owners of Madison Guaranty[image: External link]; and 2) that an Arkansas bank had concealed transactions involving Clinton's gubernatorial campaign in 1990. In May 1994, Fiske issued a grand jury subpoena to the President and his wife for all documents relating to Madison Guaranty, with a deadline of 30 days. They were reported as missing by the Clintons. Almost two years later, the subpoenaed billing records of the Rose Law Firm were discovered in the Clintons' private residence in the White House, with finger prints of Hillary Clinton.[29] l[image: External link]
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 The Kenneth Starr investigation




In August 1994, Kenneth Starr[30] was appointed by a three-judge panel to continue the Whitewater investigation, replacing Robert B. Fiske, who had been specially appointed by the attorney general, prior to the re-enactment of the Independent Counsel law. Fiske was replaced because he had been chosen and appointed by Janet Reno, Clinton's attorney general, creating a conflict of interest.

David Hale, the key witness against President Clinton in Starr's Whitewater investigation, alleged in November 1992 that Clinton, while governor of Arkansas, pressured him to provide an illegal $300,000 loan to Susan McDougal, the partner of the Clintons in the Whitewater deal.[3]

Hale's defense strategy, as proposed by attorney Randy Coleman, was to present himself as the victim of high-powered politicians who forced him to give away all of the money.[31] This self-caricature was undermined by testimony from November 1989, wherein FBI agents investigating the failure of Madison Guaranty had questioned Hale about his dealings with Jim and Susan McDougal, including the $300,000 loan. According to the agents' official memorandum of that interview, Hale described in some detail his dealings with Jim Guy Tucker (then an attorney in private practice, later Bill Clinton's lieutenant governor[image: External link]), both McDougals, and several others, but never mentioned Governor Bill Clinton.

Clinton denied that he pressured Hale to approve the loan to Susan McDougal. By this time, Hale had already pleaded guilty to two felonies and secured a reduction in his sentence in exchange for his testimony against Bill Clinton. Charges were made by Clinton supporters that Hale had received numerous cash payments from representatives of the so-called Arkansas Project, a $2.4 million campaign established to assist in Hale's defense strategy, and to investigate Clinton and his associates between 1993 and 1997.[3] These charges were the topic of a separate investigation by former Department of Justice investigator, Michael E. Shaheen, Jr.[32] Shaheen filed his report in July 1999 to Starr, who stated that the allegations that Hale had been paid in hopes of influencing his testimony were "unsubstantiated or, in some cases, untrue". Furthermore, no charges were brought against Hale or the Arkansas Project outlet, The American Spectator.[33] Writers from Salon complained that the full, 168-page report had not been made public, a complaint still being reiterated by Salon as of 2001.[34]

State prosecutors issued an arrest warrant for Hale in early July 1996, charging that Hale had misrepresented the solvency of his insurance company, National Savings Life, to the state insurance commission. The prosecutors also alleged in court papers that Hale had made those misrepresentations to conceal the fact that he had looted the insurance company. Hale said that any infraction was a technicality and that no one had lost any money.[35] In March 1999, Hale was convicted of the first charge, with the jury recommending a 21-day jail sentence.[35]

Starr drafted an impeachment referral to the House of Representatives in the fall of 1997, alleging that there was "substantial and credible evidence" that Bill Clinton had committed perjury regarding Hale's allegations.

Theodore B. Olson[image: External link], who with several associates, launched the plan that later became known as the "Arkansas Project", wrote several essays for The American Spectator, accusing Clinton and many of his associates of wrongdoing. The first of those pieces appeared in February 1994, alleging a wide variety of criminal offenses by the Clintons and others, including Webster Hubbell[image: External link]. These allegations led to the discovery that Hubbell, a friend and former Rose Law Firm partner of Hillary Clinton, had committed multiple frauds, mostly against his own firm. Hillary Clinton, instead of being complicit in Hubbell's crimes, had been among his victims. In December 1994, one week after Hubbell pleaded guilty to mail fraud and tax evasion, Associate White House Counsel, Jane C. Sherburne[image: External link], created a "Task List" which included a reference to monitoring Hubbell's cooperation with Starr. Hubbell was later recorded in prison saying "I need to roll over one more time" regarding the Rose Law firm lawsuit. In his next court appearance, he pleaded the Fifth Amendment[image: External link] against self-incrimination (see United States v. Hubbell[image: External link]).

In February 1997, Starr announced he would leave the investigation to pursue a position at the Pepperdine University School of Law[image: External link]. However, he "flip flopped" in the face of "intense criticism", and new evidence of sexual misconduct.[30]

By April 1998, diverted to some degree by the burgeoning Lewinsky scandal, Starr's investigations in Arkansas were winding down, with his Little Rock grand jury about to expire.[19] Hubbell, Jim Guy Tucker[image: External link], and Susan McDougal had all refused to cooperate with Starr.[19] Tucker and McDougal were later pardoned by President Clinton. When the Arkansas grand jury did conclude its work in May 1998, after 30 months in panel, it came up with only a contempt indictment against Susan McDougal.[32] Although she refused to testify under oath regarding the Clintons' involvement in Whitewater, Susan McDougal did make the case in the media that the Clintons had been truthful in their account of the loan, and had cast doubt on her former husband's motives for cooperating with Starr. She also claimed that James McDougal felt abandoned by Clinton, and told her "he was going to pay back the Clintons". She said to the press, again not under oath, that her husband had told her that Republican activist and Little Rock lawyer, Sheffield Nelson[image: External link], was willing to "pay him some money" for talking to the New York Times about Bill Clinton, and in 1992, he told her that one of Clinton's political enemies was paying him to tell the New York Times about Whitewater.

From the beginning, Susan McDougal charged that Starr offered her "global immunity" from other charges if she would cooperate with the Whitewater investigation. McDougal told the jury that refusing to answer questions about the Clintons and Whitewater wasn't easy for her, or her family. "It's been a long road, a very long road...and it was not an easy decision to make", McDougal told the court. McDougal refused to answer any questions while under oath[image: External link], leading to her being imprisoned by the judge for civil contempt of court[image: External link] for the maximum 18 months, including eight months in isolation. Starr's subsequent indictment of McDougal for criminal contempt of court charges resulted in a jury hung[image: External link] 7-5, in favor of acquittal. President Clinton later pardoned her, shortly before leaving office (see list of people pardoned by Bill Clinton[image: External link]).

In September 1998, Independent Counsel Starr released the Starr Report, concerning offenses alleged to have been committed by President Clinton, as part of the Lewinsky scandal. The report mentioned Whitewater only in passing; Clinton friend and advisor, Vernon Jordan[image: External link], had tried to help Webster Hubbell financially with "no-show" consulting contracts while he was under pressure to cooperate with the Whitewater investigations.[32] Indeed, it was on this basis that Starr took on the Lewinsky investigation, under the umbrella of the Whitewater Independent Counsel mandate.[32]

There was much acrimony from the most fervent critics of the Clintons, after the release of the Starr report on the Foster matter and after Starr's departure and return to the case. The death of Foster had been the source of many conspiracy theories. Christopher Ruddy[image: External link], a reporter for Richard Mellon Scaife's Pittsburgh Tribune-Review[image: External link], helped fuel much of this speculation with claims that Starr had not pursued this line of inquiry far enough.[36]
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 Reaction of the Clintons




On January 26, 1996, Hillary Clinton testified before a grand jury concerning her investments in Whitewater. This was the first time in American history that a first lady had been subpoenaed to testify before a grand jury. She testified that they never borrowed any money from the bank, and denied having caused anyone to borrow money on their behalf.
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 Reaction of Congress




Parallel to the Independent Counsel track, both houses of the United States Congress had been investigating Whitewater and holding hearings on it. The House Committee on Financial Services[image: External link] had been scheduled to begin hearings in late March 1994, but they were postponed after an unusually angry, written communication from Democratic Banking Committee chair Henry B. Gonzalez[image: External link] to Republican Jim Leach[image: External link]. Gonzalez called Leach "obstinate", "obdurate", "in willful disregard" of House etiquette, and "premeditatedly" plotting a "judicial adventure".[37] The House Banking Committee began its hearings in late July 1994.[38]

The Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee[image: External link] also began hearings on Whitewater in July 1994.[39] These hearings intensified in May 1995, following the Republican gain of control, when the Republican Banking Committee chairman Al D'Amato[image: External link] also became chair of the newly formed Special Whitewater Committee[image: External link]. The Whitewater committee's hearings were much more extensive than those held previously by the Democrats, running for 300 hours over 60 sessions across 13 months, and taking over 10,000 pages of testimony and 35,000 pages of depositions from almost 250 people.[40] The hearings' testimony and senatorial lines of investigation mostly followed partisan lines, with Republicans investigating the President and the Democrats defending him.[40] The Senate Special Whitewater Committee issued an 800-page majority report on June 18, 1996, which only hinted at one possible improper action by President Clinton, but spoke of the Clinton Administration as "an American presidency [that] misused its power, circumvented the limits on its authority and attempted to manipulate the truth". The first lady came in for much stronger criticism, as she was "the central figure" in all aspects of the alleged wrongdoings.[41] The Democratic minority on the Committee called these findings "a legislative travesty", "a witch hunt", and "a political game".[41]

On November 19, 1998, Independent Counsel Starr testified before the House Judiciary Committee in connection with the Impeachment of Bill Clinton over charges related to the Lewinsky scandal. Starr said that in late 1997, he had considered preparing an impeachment report regarding the fraudulent $300,000 loan to Susan Mcdougall and the question of whether the President had testified truthfully regarding the loan.[42] Starr said that he held back the charges because he was not sure that the two major witnesses had told the truth,[43] but that the investigation was still ongoing. Regarding the reappearance of Hillary Clinton's Rose Law Firm billing records in the White House residential section, Starr said the investigation had found no explanation for the disappearance or the reappearance. "After a thorough investigation, we have found no explanation how the billing records got where they were or why they were not discovered and produced earlier. It remains a mystery to this day."[43] Starr also chose this occasion to completely exonerate President Clinton of any wrongdoing in the Travelgate[image: External link] and Filegate[image: External link] matters;[42] Democrats on the committee immediately criticized Starr for withholding these findings, as well as the Whitewater one, until after the 1998 Congressional elections[image: External link].[43]
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 Convictions




The Clintons were never charged with any crime. Fifteen other persons were convicted of more than 40 crimes, including Jim Guy Tucker, who was removed from office.[44]


	
Jim Guy Tucker[image: External link]: Governor of Arkansas at the time, removed from office (fraud, 3 counts)

	
John Haley[image: External link]: attorney for Jim Guy Tucker (tax evasion[image: External link])

	William J. Marks, Sr.: Jim Guy Tucker's business partner ( conspiracy[image: External link])

	
Stephen Smith[image: External link]: former Governor Clinton aide (conspiracy to misapply funds). Bill Clinton pardoned[image: External link].

	
Webster Hubbell[image: External link]: Clinton political supporter; U.S. Associate Attorney General; Rose Law Firm partner ( embezzlement[image: External link], fraud)

	
Jim McDougal[image: External link]: banker, Clinton political supporter: (18 felonies, varied)

	
Susan McDougal[image: External link]: Clinton political supporter (multiple frauds). Bill Clinton pardoned[image: External link].

	
David Hale: banker, self-proclaimed Clinton political supporter: (conspiracy, fraud)

	Neal Ainley: Perry County Bank president (embezzled bank funds for Clinton campaign)

	
Chris Wade[image: External link]: Whitewater real estate broker (multiple loan fraud). Bill Clinton pardoned[image: External link].

	Larry Kuca: Madison real estate agent (multiple loan fraud)

	
Robert W. Palmer[image: External link]: Madison appraiser (conspiracy). Bill Clinton pardoned[image: External link].

	
John Latham[image: External link]: Madison Bank CEO (bank fraud[image: External link])

	
Eugene Fitzhugh[image: External link]: Whitewater defendant (multiple bribery)

	Charles Matthews: Whitewater defendant (bribery)
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 Tax returns




In March 1992, during his presidential campaign, the Clintons acknowledged that on their 1984 and 1985 tax returns, they had claimed improper tax deductions[image: External link] for interest[image: External link] payments made by the Whitewater Development Company.[45] Due to the age of mistake, the Clintons were not obligated to make good the error, but Bill Clinton announced that they would nonetheless do so.[45]

Deputy White House counsel Vince Foster[image: External link] looked into this matter, but did not take any action before his death.[45] On December 28, 1993, almost two years after the original announcement, the Clintons did make a reimbursement payment, for $4,900, to the Internal Revenue Service[image: External link]. This was done just before Justice Department investigators started seeking the Clintons' Whitewater files. The payment was made without filing an amended return (possibly because the three-year period for amended return filing had passed), but did include full interest on the amount of the error, including the additional two-year delay.[45] The Whitewater files in question, publicly released in August 1995, cast some doubt on the Clintons' assertions in the matter, as they showed that the couple was aware that the interest payments in question were paid by the Whitewater corporation, and not them personally.[45]
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 Ray report




Kenneth Starr's successor as Independent Counsel, Robert Ray, released a report in September 2000, that stated "This office determined that the evidence was insufficient to prove to a jury beyond a reasonable doubt that either President or Mrs. Clinton knowingly participated in any criminal conduct."[24] Nevertheless, Ray criticized the White House saying that delays in the production of evidence and "unmeritorious litigation" by the president's lawyers severely impeded the investigation's progress, leading to a total cost of nearly $60 million. Ray's report effectively closed the Whitewater investigation.[6]
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 Epilogue




Bill and Hillary Clinton never visited the actual Whitewater property. In May 1985, Jim McDougal sold the remaining lots of the failed Whitewater Development Corporation to local realtor, Chris Wade. By 1993, there were a few occupied houses on the site, but most of the properties were still for sale. One owner, tired of the many reporters who visited the site, hung a sign saying "Go Home, Idiots."[46] By 2007, there were about 12 houses in the subdivision, with the last lot up for sale by son, Chris Wade, Jr., for $25,000. In Flippin, Arkansas Jim McDougal's savings and loan bank had been replaced by a variety of small businesses, most recently a barbershop.[47]

The length, expense, and results of the Whitewater investigations turned the public against the Office of the Independent Counsel[image: External link]; even Kenneth Starr was opposed to it.[48] The Independent Counsel law was allowed to expire in 1999.[48] Indeed, no one ended up happy with the Whitewater investigation; Democrats felt that the investigation was a political witch-hunt, Republicans were frustrated that both Clintons had escaped formal charges, and those without partisan involvement found press coverage of Whitewater, which spanned four decades, difficult to understand.
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	Lewinsky scandal

	The Hunting of the President[image: External link]
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AmeriCorps






AmeriCorps is a civil society program supported by the U.S. federal government[image: External link], foundations, corporations, and other donors engaging adults in public service work with a goal of "helping others and meeting critical needs in the community."[1] Members commit to full-time or part-time positions offered by a network of nonprofit[image: External link] community organizations and public agency[image: External link], to fulfill assignments in the fields of education[image: External link], public safety[image: External link], health care[image: External link], and environmental protection[image: External link]. The program is often seen as a domestic Peace Corps[image: External link].[2][3] It employs more than 75,000 Americans in intensive service each year.[4]

AmeriCorps is an initiative of the Corporation for National and Community Service[image: External link] (CNCS), which also oversees the Senior Corps[image: External link] and the formerly-funded Learn and Serve America[image: External link].[5] It was created under President Bill Clinton by the National and Community Service Trust Act of 1993,[6] incorporating VISTA[image: External link] (Volunteers in Service to America) and the National Civilian Community Corps[image: External link] (NCCC).[7] A third division, AmeriCorps State and National, provides grants to hundreds of local community organizations throughout the United States.[8]

The program first became operational in 1994 and has expanded over time,[7] with over 80,000 members participating annually as of 2012.[9] Members may be provided modest financial compensation in the form of cost-of-living[image: External link] allowances, student loan deferment[image: External link], Public Service Loan Forgiveness[image: External link], and the Americorps Education Award[image: External link]. Less tangible benefits include professional skill development and work experience.[10] An internal study found that participation in AmeriCorps strengthened civic attitudes and sentiment, making members more likely to choose careers in public service.[11]
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Main article: AmeriCorps VISTA[image: External link]


AmeriCorps VISTA, or Volunteers in Service to America[image: External link] (VISTA), was founded in 1965 as a domestic version of the Peace Corps[image: External link]. The program was incorporated into AmeriCorps and renamed AmeriCorps*VISTA with the creation of AmeriCorps in 1993.[12] VISTA provides full-time members to nonprofit, faith-based[image: External link] and other community organizations[image: External link], and public agency[image: External link] to create and expand programs that ultimately bring low-income individuals and communities out of poverty. There are currently over 5,000 VISTA members serving in 1,200 VISTA programs nationwide.
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 AmeriCorps NCCC




Main article: National Civilian Community Corps[image: External link]


AmeriCorps National Civilian Community Corps[image: External link] (NCCC) is a full-time, residential team-based program for men and women ages 18–24. Members serve at one of five regional campuses located throughout the United States (Baltimore, MD; Vicksburg, MS; Vinton, IA; Denver, CO; and Sacramento, CA). Each campus focuses efforts on states within its region but may travel to other areas in response to national crises. Former campuses were located in Washington, DC; Charleston, SC; San Diego, CA; and Perry Point, MD.
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 AmeriCorps State and National




AmeriCorps State and National is the largest of the AmeriCorps programs, and provides grants to local and national organizations and agencies, including faith-based[image: External link] and community organizations[image: External link], higher education[image: External link] institutions, and public agency[image: External link]. Grants assist these groups in recruiting, training and placing AmeriCorps members to meet critical community needs in education[image: External link], public safety[image: External link], health[image: External link], and the environment.[13] AmeriCorps State operates through Service Commissions in each state, such as Volunteer Florida and the Mississippi Commission for Volunteer Service[image: External link]; South Dakota[image: External link] is the only state without a Service Commission. Each state's Service Commission dispenses funding from the Corporation for National and Community Service to organizations in their states through annual grant[image: External link] competitions. Thousands of organizations across the nation have been awarded AmeriCorps State and National grants since the program's inception.

AmeriCorps State and National members engage in direct service activities, such as after-school tutoring or homebuilding, and capacity-building activities, such as volunteer[image: External link] recruitment, for the organizations they serve. After successfully completing their term of service, AmeriCorps State and National members may receive an Education Award of up to $5,750. The Education Award can pay for additional college or graduate school courses, or it can pay off existing student loans.[14] Full-time members typically complete 1,700 hours of service over 11 months; these members additionally receive a living allowance, health benefits, and child care assistance during their term.[15]
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 Participating Organizations




According to the AmeriCorps website, since the creation of AmeriCorps in 1993 more than 250,000 individuals across the United States have served hundreds of communities in every state of the nation. Some of the programs, organizations, and institutions partnering with AmeriCorps include Communities In Schools[image: External link], Jumpstart for Young Children[image: External link], Public Allies[image: External link], Citizen Schools[image: External link], City Year[image: External link], YouthBuild. Youth Volunteer Corps, YMCA[image: External link], International Rescue Committee[image: External link], Hands On Mississippi, Notre Dame Mission Volunteers - AmeriCorps[image: External link], Girl Scouts of the USA[image: External link], Boy Scouts of America[image: External link], Boys and Girls Club[image: External link], Big Brothers[image: External link], Big Sisters[image: External link], Camp Fire[image: External link], College Forward[image: External link], New York City Coalition Against Hunger[image: External link], Habitat for Humanity[image: External link], American Red Cross[image: External link], the Student Conservation Association[image: External link], Project Transformation, Reading Partners[image: External link], FoodCorps[image: External link], Minnesota Reading Corps[image: External link] and Teach For America[image: External link].
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 Effectiveness




While discussion has occurred about the range and efficacy of evaluating the successes of AmeriCorps,[16] there has been a variety of documentation supporting the program. AmeriCorps provided fiscal and personnel to support the start-up of national programs, including Public Allies[image: External link] and Teach For America[image: External link]. It also brought vital resources to established programs, including City Year[image: External link], Boys and Girls Club[image: External link], Big Brothers Big Sisters[image: External link], Justicecorps[image: External link] and the American Red Cross[image: External link].[17]

AmeriCorps is reported to increase the effectiveness of community service. Successes for individual AmeriCorps members include increasing their commitment to community service[image: External link], increasing community-based activism[image: External link], connection to their communities, knowledge of community problems, engagement in the political process, and voting participation.[18][19]

Additionally, according to a 2007 study released by the Corporation for National and Community Service[image: External link], a majority of AmeriCorps alumni within the study period claimed they had gained life and job skills, such as leadership, teamwork, time-management, and hands-on experience in a field of interest. The study further reported that 71% of alumni were incentivized to join by the prospect of earning a Segal AmeriCorps Education Award[image: External link]; 41% of AmeriCorps members went on to receive a 4-year college degree within three years of entering AmeriCorps.[20]
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AmeriCorps members take the same Oath of Service as other federal government employees (Peace Corps, military, etc.).

VISTA members take the following oath:

I, (name), do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter. [So help me God.][63]

AmeriCorps (non-VISTA) members take the following pledge: [21]


	I will get things done for America - to make our people safer, smarter, and healthier.

	I will bring Americans together to strengthen our communities.

	Faced with apathy, I will take action.

	Faced with conflict, I will seek common ground.

	Faced with adversity, I will persevere.

	I will carry this commitment with me this year and beyond.

	I am an AmeriCorps member, and I will get things done.



The 2002 Citizen Service Act (HR 4854), introduced by Representatives Pete Hoekstra[image: External link] (R-MI) and Tim Roemer (D-IN) on May 24, 2002, would have added references to God and the Constitution to the oath. AmeriCorps members would be called upon to "support and defend the Constitution of the United States...without any mental reservation...So help me God."[22]

Those who supported changing the oath argued that taking the new oath would be voluntary for AmeriCorps members, and that it was similar to the oath taken by all federal employees. However, the proposal stirred an outcry among current and former participants in the federally supported community service organization, who argued that the proposed pledge was divisive, "militaristic and religious," and might deter recruitment.[23]

Although the Citizen Service Act was approved by both the Subcommittee on Special Education and the Committee on Education and the Workforce in June 2002, the House of Representatives took no further action on the Measure, and the oath remains unchanged.[24]
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	Youth service[image: External link]

	Service learning[image: External link]

	National service[image: External link]

	Serve Illinois Commission[image: External link]

	ACTION[image: External link]

	Public Allies[image: External link]

	City Year[image: External link]

	Notre Dame Mission Volunteers - AmeriCorps[image: External link]

	Response-Ability[image: External link]

	USA Freedom Corps[image: External link]

	American Protective League[image: External link]

	St. Bernard Project[image: External link]

	
Katimavik[image: External link], a similar program in Canada




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ "What Is AmeriCorps?"[image: External link]. Corporation for National and Community Service. Retrieved 2013-01-16.


	
^ Jackson, Robert L. (1994-09-13). "Youths in National Service Plan Sworn In : AmeriCorps: Young recruits in domestic version of Peace Corps will work in schools, hospitals, environment to help pay their college tuition"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times[image: External link]. Retrieved 2013-01-06.


	
^ "Frequently Asked Questions for Individuals"[image: External link]. AmeriCorps. Retrieved 2013-01-06.


	
^ "Americorps employs more than 80,000 Americans in intensive service each year"[image: External link]. Retrieved 8 October 2016.


	
^ "AmeriCorps is Changing the Minds of Congressional Republicans"[image: External link]. The White House. 2001-01-15. Retrieved 2008-12-05.


	
^ "National and Community Service Trust Act of 1993"[image: External link]. WikiSource[image: External link]. Retrieved 2013-01-06.


	
^ a b "History, Legislation, and Budget"[image: External link]. AmeriCorps. Retrieved 2013-01-06.


	
^ "AmeriCorps State and National"[image: External link]. AmeriCorps. Retrieved 2013-01-06.


	
^ Leventhal, Alan (2013-01-06). "Help for the high school dropout rate"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe[image: External link]. Retrieved 2013-01-06.


	
^ "Benefits of AmeriCorps Service"[image: External link]. AmeriCorps. Retrieved 2013-01-06.


	
^ "AmeriCorps Longitudinal Study: Impacts of Service on Members"[image: External link] (PDF). AmeriCorps. Retrieved 2013-01-16.


	
^ Frequently Asked Questions About AmeriCorps VISTA[image: External link]. AmeriCorps website. Retrieved 12/5/08.


	
^ AmeriCorps State and National[image: External link]. AmeriCorps website. Retrieved 12/4/08.


	
^ AmeriCorps Benefits: Education Award[image: External link]. AmeriCorps website. Retrieved August 10, 2009.


	
^ AmeriCorps State and National[image: External link]. AmeriCorps website. Retrieved August 10, 2009.


	
^ (2004) "Transcript - March 31 AmeriCorps Rulemaking Session,"[image: External link] Corporation for National Service. p. 7. Retrieved 8/12/07.


	
^ Gomperts, J. "Towards a bold new policy agenda: Five ideas to advance new civic engagement opportunities among older Americans,"[image: External link] Generations. XXX(4). p. 87.


	
^ VeraWorks. (2006) "AmeriCorps Service Effects on Member Civic Engagement."[image: External link] Washington State Office of Financial Management. Retrieved 8/12/07.


	
^ Abt Associates. "Serving Country and Community: A Longitudinal Study of Service in AmeriCorps Factsheet"[image: External link]. Retrieved 8/12/07.


	
^ Shelton, LaMonica; Nicholas, Brooke; Dote, Lillian; Grimm, Robert, Jr. (May 2007), "AmeriCorps: Changing Lives, Changing America"[image: External link] (PDF), Corporation for National and Community Service, Office of Research and Policy Development, CNS


	
^ "The AmeriCorps Pledge"[image: External link], AmeriCorps.gov. Retrieved 11/10/16.


	
^ (November 29, 2002) "One pledge fits all"[image: External link], SFGate[image: External link]. Retrieved 12/5/08.


	
^ Marquis, C. (November 21, 2002) "Revised pledge for AmeriCorps draws criticism"[image: External link], The New York Times. Retrieved 12/5/08.


	
^ "House Report 110-420-Generations Invigorating Volunteerism and Education Act or the `Give Act'"[image: External link]. Retrieved 12/5/08.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	AmeriCorps official web site[image: External link]

	Rebuilding Together[image: External link]





Categories[image: External link]:

	1993 establishments in the United States[image: External link]

	AmeriCorps organizations[image: External link]

	Clinton Administration initiatives[image: External link]

	Government of the United States[image: External link]

	Organizations established in 1993[image: External link]

	Organizations based in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]

	AmeriCorps[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 24 April 2017, at 20:11.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article AmeriCorps: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AmeriCorps [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=AmeriCorps [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Negotiation and signature

	2 Content of the agreement

	3 Territorial changes

	4 Analysis and criticism

	5 Disappearance of the original document

	6 See also

	7 References

	8 Further reading

	9 External links





Dayton Agreement






"Dayton Treaty" redirects here. For the Native American treaty, see Treaty with the Kalapuya, etc.[image: External link]




	Dayton Peace Agreement



	General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina



	Drafted
	November 1995



	Signed
	December 14, 1995; 21 years ago




	Signatories
	

	Slobodan Milošević

	Alija Izetbegović[image: External link]

	Franjo Tuđman[image: External link]

	Bill Clinton

	Jacques Chirac[image: External link]

	John Major[image: External link]

	Helmut Kohl

	Viktor Chernomyrdin[image: External link]







	Parties
	

	
 FR Yugoslavia


	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]


	
  Croatia[image: External link]






Witnessed by:

	
 United States[image: External link]


	
  France[image: External link]


	
 United Kingdom[image: External link]


	
  Germany[image: External link]


	
  Russia[image: External link]


	
 European Union[image: External link][1]









The General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, also known as the Dayton Agreement, Dayton Accords, Paris Protocol or Dayton-Paris Agreement, ( Serbo-Croatian[image: External link]: Dejtonski mirovni sporazum) is the peace agreement reached at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base[image: External link] near Dayton, Ohio[image: External link], United States, in November 1995, and formally signed in Paris on 14 December 1995. These accords put an end to the  3 1⁄2-year-long Bosnian War[image: External link], one of the Yugoslav Wars[image: External link].
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 Negotiation and signature




Though basic elements of the Dayton Agreement were proposed in international talks as early as 1992,[2] these negotiations were initiated following the unsuccessful previous peace efforts and arrangements[image: External link], the August 1995 Croatian military Operation Storm[image: External link] and its aftermath, the government military offensive against the Republika Srpska[image: External link], conducted in parallel with NATO's Operation Deliberate Force. During September and October 1995, world powers (especially the United States and Russia), gathered in the Contact Group[image: External link], applied intense pressure to the leaders of the three sides to attend the negotiations in Dayton, Ohio.

The conference took place from 1–21 November 1995. The main participants from the region were the President of the Republic of Serbia[image: External link] Slobodan Milošević (representing the Bosnian Serb interests due to the absence of Karadžić[image: External link]), President of Croatia Franjo Tuđman[image: External link], and President of Bosnia and Herzegovina Alija Izetbegović[image: External link] with his Foreign Minister Muhamed Šaćirbeg[image: External link].

The peace conference was led by U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher, and negotiator Richard Holbrooke with two Co-Chairmen in the form of EU Special Representative Carl Bildt[image: External link] and the First Deputy Foreign Minister of Russia Igor Ivanov[image: External link]. A key participant in the US delegation was General Wesley Clark (later to become NATO's Supreme Allied Commander Europe ( SACEUR[image: External link]) in 1997). The head of the UK team was Pauline Neville-Jones[image: External link], political director of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office[image: External link]. The UK military representative was Col Arundell David Leakey[image: External link] (later to become Commander of EUFOR[image: External link] in 2005). Paul Williams[image: External link], through the Public International Law & Policy Group[image: External link] (PILPG) served as legal counsel to the Bosnian Government delegation during the negotiations.

The secure site was chosen in order to remove all the parties from their comfort zone[image: External link], without which they would have little incentive to negotiate; to reduce their ability to negotiate through the media; to securely house over 800 staff and attendants. Curbing the participants' ability to negotiate via the media was a particularly important consideration. Richard Holbrooke wanted to prevent posturing through early leaks to the press.

After having been initialled in Dayton, Ohio, on 21 November 1995, the full and formal agreement was signed in Paris on 14 December 1995[3] and witnessed by French president Jacques Chirac[image: External link], U.S. president Bill Clinton, UK prime minister John Major[image: External link], German chancellor Helmut Kohl and Russian prime minister Viktor Chernomyrdin[image: External link].
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 Content of the agreement




The agreement's main purpose is to promote peace and stability in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and to endorse regional balance in and around the former Yugoslavia[image: External link] (art. V, annex 1-B), thus in a regional perspective.[4]

The present political divisions of Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link] and its structure of government[image: External link] were agreed upon as part the constitution that makes up Annex 4 of the General Framework Agreement concluded at Dayton. A key component of this was the delineation of the Inter-Entity Boundary Line[image: External link], to which many of the tasks listed in the Annexes referred.

The State of Bosnia Herzegovina[image: External link] was set as of the Federation of Bosnia-Herzegovina[image: External link] and of the Republika Srpska[image: External link]. Bosnia and Herzegovina is a complete state, as opposed to a confederation; no entity or entities could ever be separated from Bosnia and Herzegovina unless through due legal process. Although highly decentralised in its Entities, it would still retain a central government, with a rotating State Presidency, a central bank and a constitutional court.[4]

The agreement mandated a wide range of international organizations to monitor, oversee, and implement components of the agreement. The NATO-led IFOR[image: External link] (Implementation Force) was responsible for implementing military aspects of the agreement and deployed on 20 December 1995, taking over the forces of the UNPROFOR[image: External link]. The Office of the High Representative[image: External link] was charged with the task of civil implementation. The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe[image: External link] was charged with organising the first free elections in 1996[image: External link].[4]
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 Decision of the Constitutional Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina




On 13 October 1997, the Croatian 1861 Law Party and the Bosnia-Herzegovina 1861 Law Party requested the Constitutional Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link] to annul several decisions and to confirm one decision of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina and, more importantly, to review the constitutionality of the General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, since they alleged that the agreement violated the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link] in a way that it undermined the integrity of the state and that it may cause the dissolution of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Court reached the conclusion that it is not competent to decide the disputes in regards to the mentioned decisions, since the applicants were not subjects that were identified in Article VI.3 (a) of the Constitution, in regard to those who can refer disputes to the Court. The Court also rejected the other request stating:


(...) the Constitutional Court is not competent to evaluate the constitutionality of the General Framework Agreement as the Constitutional Court has in fact been established under the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina in order to uphold this Constitution (...) The Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina was adopted as Annex IV to the General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and consequently there cannot be a conflict or a possibility for controversy between this Agreement and the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina.[5]



This was one of the early cases in which the Court had to deal with the question of the legal nature of the Constitution. By making the remark in the manner of obiter dictum[image: External link] concerning the Annex IV (the Constitution) and the rest of the peace agreement, the Court actually "established the ground for legal unity"[6] of the entire peace agreement, which further implied that all the annexes are in the hierarchical equality. In later decisions the Court confirmed this by using other annexes of the peace agreement as a direct base for the analysis and not only in the context of systematic interpretation of the Annex IV. However, since the Court rejected the presented request of the appellants, it did not go into details concerning the controversial questions of the legality of the process in which the new Constitution (Annex IV) came to power, and replaced the former Constitution of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Court used the same reasoning to dismiss the similar claim in a later case.[7]
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 Territorial changes




Before the Dayton agreement Bosnian Serbs[image: External link] controlled about 46% of Bosnia and Herzegovina (23,687 km2), Bosniaks[image: External link] 28% (14,505 km2) and Bosnian Croats[image: External link] 25% (12,937 km2).

Bosnian Serbs got large tracts of mountainous territories back (4% from Bosnian Croats and some small amounts from Bosniaks), but they were pressured to surrender Sarajevo and some vital Eastern Bosnian/Herzegovian positions. All in all by changing quality to quantity their percentage grew to 49% (48 if excluding the Brčko District, 24,526 km2) from a little bit more than 46% prior to Dayton.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Bosniaks got most of Sarajevo[image: External link], and some important positions in eastern Bosnia and Herzegovina while they lost only a few locations on mount Ozren[image: External link] and in western Bosnia. Their percentage grew from 28% prior to Dayton to 30% and they greatly upheld quality of the gotten land. Large tracts of prewar Bosniak (and Bosnian Croat) inhabited lands remained under Bosnian Serb Control.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Bosnian Croats gave most (4% of BiH territories) back to the Bosnian Serbs (9% of today's RS), and also retreated from Una-Sana canton as well Donji Vakuf[image: External link] (in Central Bosnia canton) municipality afterward. Small enlargement of Posavina canton ( Odžak[image: External link] and parts of Domaljevac municipality) has not changed the fact that after Dayton Bosnian Croats controlled just 21% of Bosnia and Herzegovina (10,640 km2) especially when compared to more than 25% prior to Dayton. One of the most important Bosnian Croat territories ( Posavina[image: External link] with Bosanski Brod[image: External link], Bosanski Šamac[image: External link], Derventa[image: External link]) was left out of Bosnian Croat control.[4]
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 Control of Republika Srpska





	About 89.5% (22,059 km2) was under control of Bosnian Serbs[image: External link]


	About 9% (2,117 km2) of today's territories of Republika Srpska was controlled by Bosnian Croat forces; mainly in municipalities of Šipovo[image: External link], Petrovac[image: External link], Istočni Drvar[image: External link], Jezero[image: External link], Kupres (RS)[image: External link] and part of Banja Luka[image: External link] municipality

	About 1.5% (350 km2) of today's territories of RS was controlled by Bosniak forces; mainly some villages in Ozren[image: External link] (Doboj and Petrovo[image: External link] municipalities), and western Bosnia (Krupa na Uni[image: External link], and parts of Novi Grad[image: External link] and Oštra Luka[image: External link] municipalities)
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 Control of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina





	About 53% (13,955 km2) of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina was under Bosniak[image: External link] control

	About 41% (10,720 km2) of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina was under the control of Bosnian Croats[image: External link]


	About 6% (1,435 km2) was under control of Bosnian Serbs[image: External link]
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 Cantons




Main article: Cantons of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]


Canton 10[image: External link]:


	was almost completely under control of Bosnian Croats (4,924 km2)

	Bosniaks controlled some points east of Kupres (10 km2)



Una-Sana Canton[image: External link]:


	was almost completely under control of Bosniaks (3,925 km2)

	Bosnian Croats controlled some mountain passes on the southern parts of Bosanski Petrovac and Bihać municipalities (200 km2)



West Herzegovina Canton[image: External link]:


	was completely under Bosnian Croat control (1,362 km2)



Herzegovina-Neretva Canton[image: External link]:


	was divided, more than half was under Bosnian Croat control (2,525 km2)

	northern and central parts were under Bosniak control (1,666 km2)

	eastern mountains were under Bosnian Serb control (210 km2)



Central Bosnia Canton[image: External link]:


	was divided, a bit more than a third was under Bosnian Croat control (1,099 km2)

	rest was under control of Bosniaks (2,090 km2)



Zenica-Doboj Canton[image: External link]:


	was largely under Bosniak control (2,843 km2)

	there were some small enclaves like Žepče[image: External link], Usora[image: External link] under Bosnian Croat control (400 km2)

	eastern mountains were under Bosnian Serb control (100 km2)



Tuzla Canton[image: External link]:


	was largely under Bosniak control (2,544 km2)

	there were some villages in Gradačac[image: External link] municipality under Bosnian Croat control (5 km2)

	and some villages in Doboj[image: External link] and Gračanica[image: External link] municipalities under Bosnian Serb control (100 km2)



Posavina Canton[image: External link]:


	was mostly under Bosnian Croat control (205 km2)

	Bosnian Serbs controlled Odžak[image: External link] and parts of Domaljevac[image: External link] municipalities (120 km2)



Bosnian Podrinje Canton[image: External link]:


	was mostly under Bosniak control (405 km2)

	Bosnian Serbs controlled areas which linked it with Sarajevo (100 km2)



Sarajevo Canton[image: External link]:


	was mostly under Bosnian Serbs control (800 km2)

	while Bosniaks controlled some southern suburbs and most of the city itself (477 km2)



Brčko District[image: External link] was divided;


	Bosniaks controlled most of its southern parts (200 km2)

	Bosnian Serbs its northern parts (193 km2)

	While Bosnian Croats controlled the rest, part near Orašje[image: External link] municipality and two enclaves on southern parts of municipality (100 km2)
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 Analysis and criticism




The immediate purpose of the agreement was to freeze the military confrontation, and prevent them at all costs from resuming. It was thefore defined as a "construction of necessity".[8]

Despite this, the Dayton Agreement proved to be a highly flexible instrument, allowing Bosnia and Herzegovina to move from an early post-conflict phase through reconstruction and consolidation, passing from a consociationalist[image: External link] approach to a more integrationist one.[4] Many scholars refer to it as "the most impressive example of conflict resolution".[9] Wolfgang Petritsch[image: External link], OHR[image: External link], has argued that the Dayton framework has allowed the international community[image: External link] to move "from statebuilding via institutions and capacity-building to identity building", putting Bosnia and Herzegovina "on the road to Brussels"[10]

Nevertheless, Dayton's main shortcomings may be described as:


	enabling international actors (such as the OHR[image: External link]), unaccountable to BiH's citizens, to shape the agenda of post-war transition, up to enacting punishment over local political actors[11]


	leaving each ethnic group discontent with the results: the Bosnian Serbs[image: External link] for the somehow limited results (although strongly favored in statistical terms), such as the arbitration over the Brcko district[image: External link]; the Bosniaks[image: External link] for ignoring the human rights issues such as the Srebrenica massacre[image: External link] and recognizing Serbian entities such as the Republika Srpska[image: External link]; the Bosnian Croats[image: External link] for the lack of equality, lacking a Croat Entity.[12]


	according to University of Leipzig[image: External link] professor and Bosnian Academy of Sciences and Arts[image: External link] member Edin Šarčević, the current legal structure of the agreement does not abide by the basic principles of international law[image: External link] and the secular concept of national citizenship, making the Bosnian territorial and political situation continually unstable and fractious since its implementation in 1995.[13]
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 Disappearance of the original document




On 13 February 2008, the head of the Presidency of Bosnia-Herzegovina[image: External link] Željko Komšić[image: External link] said that the original Dayton Agreement was lost from the Presidency's archive. High Representative for Bosnia-Herzegovina Miroslav Lajčak[image: External link] said: "I don't know whether the news is sad or funny."[14] On 16 November 2009 the French Foreign Ministry delivered the certified copy of the Dayton agreement to the French embassy in Sarajevo. The copy was later transferred to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia-Herzegovina.[15]
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	Second Presidential Inauguration of Bill Clinton



	Date
	January 20, 1997; 20 years ago




	Location
	
United States Capitol[image: External link],

Washington, D.C.[image: External link]
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Assuming office
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Vice President of the United States

Albert Arnold Gore, Jr.
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Associate Justice of the Supreme Court,

Ruth Bader Ginsburg
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Joint Congressional Committee

on Inaugural Ceremonies
Responsible for inaugural events

(including inaugural parade

and balls)






The second inauguration of Bill Clinton as President of the United States was held on January 20, 1997 on the West Front of the United States Capitol[image: External link] Building in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]. The inauguration[image: External link] marked the commencement of the second four-year term of Bill Clinton as President and Al Gore as Vice President. This was the last presidential inauguration to take place in the 20th century,[1] and the first to be streamed[image: External link] live on the internet.[2]
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Reverend Billy Graham[image: External link] gave an invocation[image: External link] to start the ceremony followed by the Pledge of Allegiance[image: External link]. Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States Ruth Bader Ginsburg gave the oath to office for Vice President Al Gore. Jessye Norman[image: External link], the famed Georgian opera singer, then serenaded the crowd with a medley of patriotic songs. Following the performance, surrounded by members of Congress dignitaries, Justices of the Supreme Court, family, and friends, Bill Clinton stood next to his daughter while his wife held the Bible. The oath to office was administered by Chief Justice William Rehnquist[1] at 12:05 pm.[3] The oath was ended with the traditional words, “So help me God.” The National Anthem[image: External link] was sung and then Arkansas poet Miller Williams[image: External link] read “Of History and Hope,” a poem he wrote for the occasion. President Clinton's inaugural speech followed. The inauguration was celebrated that night by 14 different official galas held in honor of the President and First Lady.[1]

January 20, 1997 was also Martin Luther King, Jr. Day[image: External link]. The President's speech addressed Dr. King and his legacy as a champion of African-American rights and freedoms during the civil rights era. In addition, a meal was eaten after the oath was taken at the Capitol's Statutory Hall that was based on traditional recipes from President Thomas Jefferson's era.[1]
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 "Of History and Hope"




Miller Williams[image: External link], a poet from Clinton's home state of Arkansas, penned the poem “Of History and Hope” especially for the day.


	We have memorized America,

	how it was born and who we have been and where.

	In ceremonies and silence we say the words,

	telling the stories, singing the old songs.

	We like the places they take us. Mostly we do.

	The great and all the anonymous dead are there.

	We know the sound of all the sounds we brought.

	The rich taste of it is on our tongues.

	But where are we going to be, and why, and who?

	The disenfranchised dead want to know.

	We mean to be the people we meant to be,

	to keep on going where we meant to go




	But how do we fashion the future? Who can say how

	except in the minds of those who will call it Now?

	The children. The children. And how does our garden grow?

	With waving hands -- oh, rarely in a row --

	and flowering faces. And brambles, that we can no longer allow.




	Who were many people coming together

	cannot become one people falling apart.

	Who dreamed for every child an even chance

	cannot let luck alone turn doorknobs or not.

	Whose law was never so much of the hand as the head

	cannot let chaos make its way to the heart.

	Who have seen learning struggle from teacher to child

	cannot let ignorance spread itself like rot.

	We know what we have done and what we have said,

	and how we have grown, degree by slow degree,

	believing ourselves toward all we have tried to become --

	just and compassionate, equal, able, and free.




	All this in the hands of children, eyes already set

	on a land we never can visit -- it isn't there yet --

	but looking through their eyes, we can see

	what our long gift to them may come to be.

	If we can truly remember, they will not forget."[4]
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	Operation Infinite Reach



	


	Date
	August 20, 1998



	Location
	
Khost[image: External link], Afghanistan[image: External link], and Khartoum[image: External link], Sudan[image: External link]

15°38′45″N 32°33′42″E[image: External link] Coordinates[image: External link]: 15°38′45″N 32°33′42″E[image: External link]




	Result
	
Strikes successful at targets, but misses Osama Bin Laden


	Al-Qaeda suffers casualties and material damage, but its senior leaders survive[1][2][3]


	Al-Shifa pharmaceutical plant destroyed[4]













	Belligerents



	
 United States[image: External link]

	
al-Qaeda

  Sudan[image: External link]

Harkat-ul-Mujahideen[image: External link]

Lashkar-e-Taiba[image: External link]




	Commanders and leaders



	
Bill Clinton

Anthony Zinni[image: External link]

	
Osama bin Laden

Omar al-Bashir[image: External link]

Fazlur Rehman Khalil[image: External link]




	Strength



	6 warships, 1 submarine[5][6]

	Up to 600 militants at Zhawar Kili Al-Badr[7]




	Casualties and losses



	None[8]

	6[9]–50[10][11] militants killed

1 killed, 10 injured[12]

5 ISI[image: External link] officers killed[13]





Operation Infinite Reach was the codename for American cruise missile[image: External link] strikes on al-Qaeda bases in Khost[image: External link], Afghanistan[image: External link], and the Al-Shifa pharmaceutical factory in Khartoum[image: External link], Sudan[image: External link], on August 20, 1998. The attacks, launched by the U.S. Navy[image: External link], were ordered by President Bill Clinton in retaliation for al-Qaeda's August 7 bombings[image: External link] of American embassies in Kenya[image: External link] and Tanzania[image: External link], which killed 224 people (including 12 Americans) and injured over 4,000 others. Operation Infinite Reach was the first time the U.S. acknowledged a preemptive strike[image: External link] against a violent non-state actor[image: External link].[14]

U.S. intelligence suggested financial ties between the Al-Shifa plant and Osama bin Laden, and a soil sample collected from Al-Shifa allegedly contained a chemical used in VX nerve gas[image: External link] manufacturing. Suspecting that Al-Shifa was linked to, and producing chemical weapons[image: External link] for, bin Laden and his al-Qaeda network, the U.S. destroyed the facility with cruise missiles, killing or wounding 11 Sudanese. The strike on Al-Shifa proved controversial; after the attacks, the U.S. evidence and rationale were criticized as faulty, and academics Max Taylor[image: External link] and Mohamed Elbushra cite "a broad acceptance that this plant was not involved in the production of any chemical weapons."[15][a]

The missile strikes on al-Qaeda's Afghan training camps[image: External link], aimed at preempting more attacks and killing bin Laden, damaged the installations and inflicted an uncertain number of casualties; however, bin Laden was not present at the time. Following the attacks, the ruling Taliban[image: External link] allegedly reneged on a promise given to Saudi[image: External link] intelligence chief Turki al-Faisal[image: External link] to hand over bin Laden, and the regime instead strengthened its ties with the al-Qaeda chief.

Operation Infinite Reach, described by historian Timothy Naftali[image: External link] as "the largest U.S. military response to a terrorist attack" since the 1986 bombing of Libya[image: External link],[16] was met with a mixed international response: U.S. allies and most of the American public supported the strikes, but the targeted countries, Islamic militant groups, and other nations in the Middle East[image: External link] strongly opposed them. The failure of the attacks to kill bin Laden also enhanced his public image in the Muslim world[image: External link]. Further strikes were planned but not executed; as a 2002 congressional inquiry[image: External link] noted, Operation Infinite Reach was "the only instance ... in which the CIA or U.S. military carried out an operation directly against Bin Ladin before September 11[image: External link]."[17]
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On February 23, 1998, Osama bin Laden, Ayman al-Zawahiri[image: External link], and three other leaders of Islamic militant organizations[image: External link] issued a fatwa[image: External link] in the name of the World Islamic Front for Jihad Against Jews and Crusaders, publishing it in Al-Quds Al-Arabi[image: External link]. Deploring the stationing of U.S. troops in Saudi Arabia, the alleged U.S. aim to fragment Iraq[image: External link], and U.S. support for Israel[image: External link], they declared that "The ruling to kill the Americans and their allies — civilian and military — is an individual duty for every Muslim who can do it in any country in which it is possible to do it."[18] In spring 1998, Saudi elites became concerned about the threat posed by al-Qaeda and bin Laden; militants attempted to infiltrate surface-to-air missiles[image: External link] inside the kingdom, an al-Qaeda defector alleged that Saudis were bankrolling bin Laden, and bin Laden himself lambasted the Saudi royal family.[19] In June 1998, Al Mukhabarat Al A'amah[image: External link] (Saudi intelligence) director Prince Turki bin Faisal Al Saud[image: External link] traveled to Tarnak Farms[image: External link] to meet with Taliban[image: External link] leader Mullah Omar[image: External link] to discuss the question of bin Laden.[20] Turki demanded that the Taliban either expel bin Laden from Afghanistan or hand him over to the Saudis, insisting that removing bin Laden was the price of cordial relations with the Kingdom. American analysts believed Turki offered a large amount of financial aid to resolve the dispute over bin Laden.[21] Omar agreed to the deal,[22] and the Saudis sent the Taliban 400 pickup trucks and funding, enabling the Taliban to retake[image: External link] Mazar-i-Sharif[image: External link].[23] While the Taliban sent a delegation to Saudi Arabia in July for further discussions, the negotiations stalled by August.[24]

Around the same time, the U.S. was planning its own actions against bin Laden. Michael Scheuer[image: External link], chief of the CIA's bin Laden unit[image: External link] (Alec Station), considered using local Afghans to kidnap bin Laden, then exfiltrate him from Afghanistan in a modified Lockheed C-130 Hercules[image: External link]. Documents recovered from Wadih el-Hage[image: External link]'s Nairobi[image: External link] computer suggested a link between bin Laden and the deaths of U.S. troops in Somalia. These were used as the foundation for the June 1998 New York[image: External link] indictment of bin Laden, although the charges were later dropped. The planned raid was cancelled in May after internecine disputes between officials at the FBI and the CIA; the hesitation of the National Security Council[image: External link] (NSC) to approve the plan; concerns over the raid's chance of success, and the potential for civilian casualties.[25][26]
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Al-Qaeda had begun reconnoitering Nairobi for potential targets in December 1993, using a team led by Ali Mohamed[image: External link]. In January 1994, bin Laden was personally presented with the team's surveillance reports, and he and his senior advisers began to develop a plan to attack the American embassy there. From February to June 1998, al-Qaeda prepared to launch their attacks, renting residences, building their bombs, and acquiring trucks; meanwhile, bin Laden continued his public-relations efforts, giving interviews with ABC News and Pakistani journalists[image: External link].[27][28] While U.S. authorities had investigated al-Qaeda activities in Nairobi, they had not detected any warnings of imminent attacks.[29]

On August 7, 1998, al-Qaeda teams in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es Salaam[image: External link], Tanzania, attacked the cities' U.S. embassies simultaneously with truck bombs. In Nairobi, the explosion collapsed the nearby Ufundi Building and destroyed the embassy, killing 213 people, including 12 Americans; another 4,000 people were wounded. In Dar es Salaam, the bomber was unable to get close enough to the embassy to demolish it, but the blast killed 11 Africans and wounded 85.[30][31] Bin Laden justified the high-casualty attacks, the largest against the U.S. since the 1983 Beirut barracks bombings[image: External link],[32] by claiming they were in retaliation for the U.S. "invasion"[image: External link] of Somalia; he also alleged the embassies had devised the Rwandan Genocide[image: External link] and a supposed plan to partition Sudan.[33]
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 Planning the strikes




National Security Advisor[image: External link] Sandy Berger[image: External link] called President Bill Clinton at 5:35 AM on August 7 to notify him of the bombings.[34] That day, Clinton started meeting with his "Small Group" of national security advisers, which included Berger, CIA[image: External link] director George Tenet, Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, Attorney General Janet Reno,[b] Defense Secretary William Cohen, and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link] Hugh Shelton[image: External link].[35] The group's objective was to plan a military response to the East Africa embassy bombings.[12] Based on electronic and phone intercepts, physical evidence from Nairobi, and interrogations, officials soon suspected bin Laden as the perpetrator of the attacks.[36][37] On August 8, the White House asked the CIA and the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link] to prepare a targets list; the initial list included twenty targets in Sudan, Afghanistan, and an unknown third country,[c] although it was narrowed down on August 12.[38]

In an August 10 Small Group meeting, the principals agreed to use Tomahawk[image: External link] cruise missiles, rather than troops or aircraft, in the retaliatory strikes.[12] Cruise missiles had been previously used against Libya[image: External link] and Iraq as reprisals for the 1986 Berlin discotheque bombing[image: External link] and the 1993 attempted assassination[image: External link] of then-President George H. W. Bush.[39] Using cruise missiles also helped to preserve secrecy; airstrikes would have required more preparation that might have leaked to the media and alerted bin Laden.[5] The option of using commandos was discarded, as it required too much time to prepare forces, logistics, and combat search and rescue[image: External link].[40] Using helicopters or bombers would have been difficult due to the lack of a suitable base or Pakistani permission to cross its airspace, and the administration also feared a recurrence of the disastrous 1980 Operation Eagle Claw[image: External link] in Iran[image: External link]. While military officials suggested bombing Kandahar[image: External link], which bin Laden and his associates often visited, the administration was concerned about killing civilians and hurting the U.S.' image.[41]

On August 11, General Anthony Zinni[image: External link] of Central Command[image: External link] was instructed to plan attacks on bin Laden's Khost[image: External link] camps,[42] where CIA intelligence indicated bin Laden and other militants would be meeting on August 20, purportedly to plan further attacks against the U.S.[43] Clinton was informed of the plan on August 12 and 14. Participants in the meeting later disagreed whether or not the intelligence indicated bin Laden would attend the meeting; however, an objective of the attack remained to kill the al-Qaeda leader, and the NSC encouraged the strike regardless of whether bin Laden and his companions were known to be present at Khost.[44][42] The administration aimed to prevent future al-Qaeda attacks discussed in intercepted communications.[5] As Berger later testified, the operation also sought to damage bin Laden's infrastructure and show the administration's commitment to combating bin Laden.[45] The Khost complex, which was 90 miles southeast of Kabul,[7] also had ideological significance: Bin Laden had fought nearby during the Soviet–Afghan War[image: External link], and he had given interviews and even held a press conference at the site.[44]

On August 14, Tenet told the Small Group that bin Laden and al-Qaeda were doubtless responsible for the attack;[46] Tenet called the intelligence a "slam dunk", according to counterterrorism official Richard Clarke[image: External link],[47] and Clinton approved the attacks the same day.[12] As the 9/11 Commission Report relates, the group debated "whether to strike targets outside of Afghanistan".[42] Tenet briefed the small group again on August 17 regarding possible targets in Afghanistan and Sudan;[48] on August 19, the Al-Shifa pharmaceutical facility in Khartoum[image: External link], Sudan, al-Qaeda's Afghan camps, and a Sudanese tannery were designated as targets.[49] The aim of striking the tannery, which had allegedly been given to bin Laden by the Sudanese for his road-building work,[50] was to disrupt bin Laden's finances, but it was removed as a target due to fears of inflicting civilian casualties without any loss for bin Laden.[51] Clinton gave the final approval for the attacks at 3:00 AM on August 20;[6] the same day, he also signed Executive Order 13099, authorizing sanctions on bin Laden and al-Qaeda.[52] The Clinton administration justified Operation Infinite Reach under Article 51 of the UN Charter[image: External link] and Title 22, Section 2377 of the U.S. Code; the former guarantees a UN[image: External link] member state's right to self-defense, while the latter authorizes presidential action by "all necessary means" to target international terrorist infrastructure.[53] Government lawyers asserted that since the missile strikes were an act of self-defense and not directed at an individual, they were not forbidden as an assassination.[5] A review by administration lawyers concluded that the attack would be legal, since the president has the authority to attack the infrastructure of anti-American[image: External link] terrorist groups, and al-Qaeda's infrastructure was largely human. Officials also interpreted "infrastructure" to include al-Qaeda's leadership.[54]

The missiles would pass into Pakistani airspace, overflying "a suspected Pakistani nuclear weapons site," according to Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link] General Joseph Ralston[image: External link];[55] U.S. officials feared Pakistan would mistake them for an Indian[image: External link] nuclear attack.[56] Clarke was concerned the Pakistanis would shoot down the cruise missiles or airplanes if they were not notified, but also feared the ISI[image: External link] would warn the Taliban or al-Qaeda if they were alerted.[57] In Islamabad[image: External link] on the evening of August 20, Ralston informed Pakistan Army[image: External link] Chief of Staff[image: External link] Jehangir Karamat[image: External link] of the incoming American strikes ten minutes before the missiles entered Pakistani airspace.[3][58] Clarke also worried the Pakistanis would notice the U.S. Navy[image: External link] ships, but was told that submerged submarines would launch the missiles. However, the Pakistan Navy[image: External link] detected the destroyers and informed the government.[59]
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 Al-Shifa plant attack




Main article: Al-Shifa pharmaceutical factory


At about 7:30 PM Khartoum time (17:30 GMT[image: External link]), two American warships in the Red Sea[image: External link] fired thirteen missiles at Sudan's Al-Shifa pharmaceutical factory, which the U.S. claimed was helping bin Laden build chemical weapons.[60][61][62] The entire factory was destroyed except for the administration, water-cooling, and plant laboratory sections, which were severely damaged. One night watchman was killed and ten other Sudanese were wounded by the strike.[60][63] Worried about the possibility for hazardous chemical leakages, analysts ran computer simulations on wind patterns, climate, and chemical data, which indicated a low risk of collateral damage.[5] Regardless, planners added more cruise missiles to the strike on Al-Shifa, aiming to completely destroy the plant and any dangerous substances.[6]

Clarke stated that intelligence linked bin Laden to Al-Shifa's current and past operators, namely Iraqi nerve gas[image: External link] experts such as Emad al-Ani[64] and Sudan's ruling National Islamic Front[image: External link].[65] Since 1995, the CIA had received intelligence suggesting collaboration between Sudan and bin Laden to produce chemical weapons for attacking American military personnel based in Saudi Arabia.[66] Since 1989, the Sudanese opposition and Uganda[image: External link] had alleged that the regime was manufacturing and using chemical weapons, although the U.S. did not accuse Sudan of chemical weapons proliferation.[67] Al-Qaeda defector Jamal al-Fadl[image: External link] had also spoken of bin Laden's desire to obtain weapons of mass destruction[image: External link],[3] and an August 4 CIA intelligence report suggested bin Laden "had already acquired chemical weapons and might be ready to attack".[68] Cohen later testified that physical evidence, technical and human intelligence, and the site's security and purported links to bin Laden backed the intelligence community's view that the Al-Shifa plant was producing chemical weapons and associated with terrorists.[69]

With the help of an Egyptian agent, the CIA had obtained a sample of soil from the facility taken in December 1997[d] showing the presence of O-Ethyl methylphosphonothioic acid[image: External link] (EMPTA), a substance used in the production of VX nerve gas, at 2.5 times trace levels. (Reports are contradictory on whether the soil was obtained from within the compound itself, or outside.)[70] The collected soil was split into three samples, which were then analyzed by a private laboratory.[71] The agent's bona fides were later confirmed through polygraph[image: External link] testing; however, the CIA produced a report on Al-Shifa on July 24, 1998,[72] questioning whether Al-Shifa produced chemical weapons or simply stored precursors, and the agency advised collecting more soil samples.[73] Cohen and Tenet later briefed U.S. senators on intercepted telephone communications from the plant that reputedly bolstered the American case against Al-Shifa.[74] U.S. intelligence also purportedly researched the Al-Shifa factory online and searched commercial databases, but did not find any medicines for sale.[75][76]
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 Al-Shifa controversy




American officials later acknowledged that the evidence cited by the U.S. in its rationale for the Al-Shifa strike was weaker than initially believed: The facility had not been involved in chemical weapons production, and was not connected to bin Laden.[77][78][79] The $30 million[80] Al-Shifa factory, which had a $199,000 contract with the UN[image: External link] under the Oil-for-Food Programme[image: External link],[81] employed 300 Sudanese and provided over half of the country's pharmaceuticals, including medicines for malaria[image: External link], diabetes[image: External link], gonorrhea[image: External link], and tuberculosis[image: External link].[60][82] A Sudanese named Salah Idris purchased the plant in March 1998; while the CIA later said it found financial ties between Idris and the bin Laden-linked terrorist group Egyptian Islamic Jihad[image: External link], the agency had been unaware at the time that Idris owned the Al-Shifa facility.[66][80] Idris later denied any links to bin Laden[83] and sued to recover $24 million in funds frozen by the U.S., as well as for the damage to his factory.[77] Idris hired investigations firm Kroll Inc.[image: External link], which reported in February 1999 that neither Idris nor Al-Shifa was connected to terrorism.[84]

The chairman of Al-Shifa Pharmaceutical Industries insisted that his factory did not make nerve gas,[85] and Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir[image: External link] formed a commission to investigate the factory.[83] Sudan invited the U.S. to conduct chemical tests at the site for evidence to support its claim that the plant might have been a chemical weapons factory; the U.S. refused the invitation to investigate and did not officially apologize for the attacks.[77] Press coverage indicated that Al-Shifa was not a secure, restricted-access factory, as the U.S. alleged, and American officials later conceded that Al-Shifa manufactured pharmaceutical drugs.[86] Sudan requested a UN investigation of the Al-Shifa plant to verify or disprove the allegations of weapons production; while the proposal was backed by several international organizations, it was opposed by the U.S.[87]

The American Bureau of Intelligence and Research[image: External link] (INR) criticized the CIA's intelligence on Al-Shifa and bin Laden in an August 6 memo; as James Risen[image: External link] reported, INR analysts concluded that "the evidence linking Al Shifa to bin Laden and chemical weapons was weak."[66] According to Risen, some dissenting officials doubted the basis for the strike, but senior principals believed that "the risks of hitting the wrong target were far outweighed by the possibility that the plant was making chemical weapons for a terrorist eager to use them."[66] Senior NSC intelligence official Mary McCarthy had stated that better intelligence was needed before planning a strike,[56] while Reno, concerned about the lack of conclusive evidence, had pressed for delaying the strikes until the U.S. obtained better intelligence.[74] According to CIA officer Paul R. Pillar[image: External link], senior Agency officials met with Tenet before he briefed the White House on bin Laden and Al-Shifa, and the majority of them opposed attacking the plant.[88] Barletta notes that "It is unclear precisely when U.S. officials decided to destroy the Shifa plant."[89] ABC News reported that Al-Shifa was designated as a target just hours in advance; Newsweek[image: External link] stated that the plant was targeted on August 15–16; U.S. officials asserted that the plant was added as a target months in advance;[89] and a U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] article contended that Al-Shifa had been considered as a target for years.[5] Clinton ordered an investigation into the evidence used to justify the Al-Shifa strike,[90] while as of July 1999, the House[image: External link] and Senate[image: External link] intelligence committees were also investigating the target-selection process, the evidence cited, and whether intelligence officials recommended attacking the plant.[80]

It was later hypothesized that the EMPTA detected was the result of the breakdown of a pesticide or confused with Fonofos[image: External link], a structurally similar insecticide used in African agriculture.[71] Eric Croddy contends that the sample did not contain Fonofos, arguing that Fonofos has a distinct ethyl group[image: External link] and a benzene[image: External link] group, which distinguish it from EMPTA, and that the two chemicals could not be easily confused.[91] Tests conducted in October 1999 by Idris' defense team found no trace of EMPTA.[80] Although Tenet vouched for the Egyptian agent's truthfulness, Barletta questions the operative's bona fides, arguing that they may have mislead U.S. intelligence; he also notes that the U.S. withdrew its intelligence staff from Sudan in 1996 and later retracted 100 intelligence reports from a fraudulent Sudanese source.[92] Ultimately, Barletta concludes that "It remains possible that Al-Shifa Pharmaceutical Factory may have been involved in some way in producing or storing the chemical compound EMPTA ... On balance, the evidence available to date indicates that it is more probable that the Shifa plant had no role whatsoever in CW production."[93]
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 Attack on Afghan camps




Four U.S. Navy ships and the submarine USS Columbia[image: External link], stationed in the Arabian Sea[image: External link],[62] fired between 60 and 75[e] Tomahawk cruise missiles into Afghanistan at the Zhawar Kili Al-Badr[image: External link] camp complex in the Khost region, which included a base camp, a support camp, and four training camps.[8] Peter Bergen[image: External link] identifies the targeted camps as al-Badr 1 and 2, al-Farooq, Khalid bin Walid, Abu Jindal, and Salman Farsi;[94] other sources identify the Muawia,[95] Jihad Wahl[image: External link],[96] and Harkat-ul-Jihad al-Islami[image: External link][53][97] camps as targets. According to Shelton, the base camp housed "storage, housing, training and administration facilities for the complex," while the support camp included weapons-storage facilities and managed the site's logistics.[8] Egyptian Islamic Jihad and the Algerian[image: External link] Armed Islamic Group[image: External link] also used the Khost camps, as well as Pakistani militant groups fighting an insurgency in Kashmir[image: External link], such as Harkat Ansar, Lashkar-e-Taiba[image: External link], and Hizbul Mujahideen[image: External link].[8][98] The rudimentary camps, reputedly run by Taliban official Jalaluddin Haqqani[image: External link],[99] were frequented by Arab, Chechen, and Central Asian militants, as well as the ISI.[100] The missiles hit at roughly 10:00 PM Khost time (17:30 GMT); as in Sudan, the strikes were launched at night to avoid collateral damage.[8] In contrast to the attack on Al-Shifa, the strike on the Afghan camps was uncontroversial.[101][102]

The U.S. first fired unitary (C-model) Tomahawks at the Khost camps, aiming to attract militants into the open, then launched a barrage of D-model missiles equipped with submunitions[image: External link] to maximize casualties.[5][103] Sources differ on the precise number of casualties inflicted by the missile strikes. Bin Laden bodyguard Abu Jandal[image: External link] and militant trainee Abdul Rahman Khadr later estimated that only six men had been killed in the strikes. The Taliban claimed 22 Afghans killed and over 50 seriously injured, while Berger put al-Qaeda casualties at between 20 and 30 men.[104] Bin Laden jokingly told militants that only a few camels and chickens had died,[105] although his spokesman cited losses of six Arabs killed and five wounded, seven Pakistanis killed and over 15 wounded, and 15 Afghans killed.[106] A declassified September 9, 1998, State Department[image: External link] cable stated that around 20 Pakistanis and 15 Arabs died, out of a total of over 50 killed in the attack.[10] Harkat-ul-Mujahideen[image: External link]'s leader, Fazlur Rehman Khalil[image: External link], initially claimed a death toll of over 50 militants,[11] but later said that he had lost fewer than ten fighters.[107]

Pakistani and hospital sources gave a death toll of eleven dead and fifty-three wounded.[108] Pakistani journalist Ahmed Rashid[image: External link] writes that 20 Afghans[image: External link], seven Pakistanis[image: External link], three Yemenis[image: External link], two Egyptians[image: External link], one Saudi and one Turk[image: External link] were killed.[95] Initial reports by Pakistani intelligence chief Chaudhry Manzoor and a Foreign Ministry[image: External link] spokesman[109] stated that a missile had landed in Pakistan and killed six Pakistanis; the government later retracted the statement and fired Manzoor for the incorrect report.[110] However, the 9/11 Commission Report states that Clinton later called Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif[image: External link] "to apologize for a wayward missile that had killed several people in a Pakistani village."[111] One 1998 U.S. News & World Report article suggested that most of the strike's victims were Pakistani militants bound for the Kashmiri insurgency, rather than al-Qaeda members;[112] the operation killed a number of ISI officers present in the camps.[f] A 1999 press report stated that seven Harkat Ansar militants were killed and 24 were wounded, while eight Lashkar-e-Taiba and Hizbul Mujahideen members were killed.[98] In a May 1999 meeting with American diplomats, Haqqani said his facilities had been destroyed and 25 of his men killed in the operation.[113]

Following the attack, U.S. surveillance aircraft and reconnaissance satellites photographed the sites for damage assessment,[5][96] although clouds obscured the area.[53] According to The Washington Post, the imagery indicated "considerable damage" to the camps, although "up to 20 percent of the missiles ... [had] disappointing results."[114] Meanwhile, bin Laden made calls by satellite phone, attempting to ascertain the damage and casualties the camps had sustained.[115] One anonymous official reported that some buildings were destroyed, while others suffered heavy or light damage or were unscathed.[116] Abu Jandal stated that bathrooms, the kitchen, and the mosque were hit in the strike, but the camps were not completely destroyed.[117] Berger claimed that the damage to the camps was "moderate to severe,"[7] while CIA agent Henry Crumpton later wrote that al-Qaeda "suffered a few casualties and some damaged infrastructure, but no more."[2] Since the camps were relatively unsophisticated, they were quickly and easily rebuilt within two weeks.[118]

ISI director Hamid Gul[image: External link] reportedly notified the Taliban of the missile strikes in advance;[119] bin Laden, who survived the strikes, later claimed that he had been informed of them by Pakistanis.[120] A bin Laden spokesman claimed that bin Laden and the Taliban had anticipated the strike and "took precautionary measures" after hearing of the evacuation of Americans from Pakistan.[41][121] Other U.S. officials reject the tip-off theory, citing a lack of evidence and ISI casualties in the strike; Tenet later wrote in his memoirs[image: External link] that the CIA could not ascertain whether Bin Laden had been warned in advance.[103] Steve Coll[image: External link] reports that the CIA heard after the attack that bin Laden had been at Zhawar Kili Al-Badr but had left some hours before the missiles hit.[3][114] Bill Gertz[image: External link] writes that the earlier arrest of Mohammed Odeh[image: External link] on August 7, while he was traveling to meet with bin Laden, alerted bin Laden, who canceled the meeting; this meant the camps targeted by the cruise missiles were mainly empty the day of the U.S. strike.[122] Lawrence Wright[image: External link] says the CIA intercepted a phone call indicating that bin Laden would be in Khost, but the al-Qaeda chief instead decided to go to Kabul[image: External link].[123] Other media reports indicate that the strike was delayed to maximize secrecy, thus missing bin Laden.[41][124] Scheuer charges that while the U.S. had planned to target the complex's mosque during evening prayers to kill bin Laden and his associates, the White House allegedly delayed the strikes "to avoid offending the Muslim world".[125] Simon Reeve[image: External link] states that Pakistani intelligence had informed bin Laden that the U.S. was using his phone to track him, so he turned it off and cancelled the meeting at Khost.[126]
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 Reactions in the U.S.




Clinton flew back to Washington, D.C.[image: External link] from his vacation at Martha's Vineyard[image: External link], speaking with legislators from Air Force One, and British Prime Minister Tony Blair[image: External link], Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak[image: External link], and Sharif from the White House.[56] Clinton announced the attacks in a TV address, saying the Khost camp was "one of the most active terrorist bases in the world." He emphasized that "Our battle against terrorism ... will require strength, courage and endurance. We will not yield to this threat ... We must be prepared to do all that we can for as long as we must." Clinton also cited "compelling evidence that [bin Laden] was planning to mount further attacks" in his rationale for Operation Infinite Reach.[127]

The missiles were launched three days after Clinton testified on the Monica Lewinsky scandal[image: External link],[128] and some countries, media outlets, protesters, and Republicans[image: External link] accused Clinton of ordering the attacks as a diversion.[129][130] The attacks also drew parallels to the then-recently released movie Wag the Dog[image: External link], which features a fictional president faking a war in Albania[image: External link] to distract attention from a sex scandal.[129][80] Administration officials denied any connection between the missile strikes and the ongoing scandal,[131][132] and 9/11 Commission investigators refuted the theory as baseless.[133]



	Pollster
	Support

strikes
	Oppose

strikes
	A legitimate

response
	Influenced by scandal/

A distraction



	USA Today/ CNN[image: External link]/Gallup[134]
	66%
	19%
	58%
	36%



	Los Angeles Times[image: External link][135]
	75%
	16%
	59%
	38%



	ABC News[136]
	80%
	14%
	64%
	30%




Operation Infinite Reach was covered heavily by U.S. media: About 75% of Americans knew about the strikes by the evening of August 20. The next day, 79% of respondents in a Pew Research Center[image: External link] poll reported they had "followed the story 'very' or 'fairly' closely."[128] The week after the strikes, the evening programs of the three major news networks featured 69 stories on them.[128] In a Newsweek poll, up to 40% thought that diverting attention from the Lewinsky scandal was one objective of the strikes; according to a Star Tribune[image: External link] poll, 31% of college-educated respondents and 60% of those "with less than a 12th grade education" believed that the attacks were motivated "a great deal" by the scandal.[137] A USA Today/ CNN[image: External link]/Gallup poll of 628 Americans showed that 47% thought it would increase terrorist attacks, while 38% thought it would lessen terrorism.[134] A Los Angeles Times[image: External link] poll of 895 taken three days after the attack indicated that 84% believed that the operation would trigger a retaliatory terrorist attack on U.S. soil.[135]
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 International reactions




While U.S. allies such as Australia, Germany, the United Kingdom, Israel, and the Northern Alliance[image: External link][138] supported the attacks, they were opposed by Cuba and Russia, as well as the targeted nations and other Muslim countries. The Taliban denounced the operation, denied charges it provided a safe haven for bin Laden, and insisted the U.S. attack killed only innocent civilians.[139] Omar condemned the strikes[61] and announced that Afghanistan "will never hand over bin Laden to anyone and (will) protect him with our blood at all costs."[140] A mob in Jalalabad[image: External link] burned and looted the local UN office,[7] while an Italian UN official was killed in Kabul on August 21, allegedly in response to the strikes.[141] Thousands of anti-U.S. protesters took to the streets of Khartoum.[142] Al-Bashir led an anti-U.S. rally and warned of possible reciprocation,[139] and Martha Crenshaw[image: External link] notes that the strike "gained the regime some sympathy in the Arab world."[143] The Sudanese government expelled the British ambassador for Britain's support of the attacks, while protesters stormed the empty U.S. embassy.[83] Sudan also reportedly allowed two suspected accomplices to the embassy bombings to escape.[60] Libyan leader Muammar al-Gaddafi[image: External link] declared his country's support for Sudan and led an anti-U.S. rally in Tripoli[image: External link].[139] Zawahiri later equated the destruction of Al-Shifa with the September 11 attacks[image: External link].[144]

Pakistan condemned the U.S. missile strikes as a violation of the territorial integrity of two Islamic countries,[139] and criticized the U.S. for allegedly violating Pakistani airspace.[145] Pakistanis protested the strikes in large demonstrations,[129] including a 300-strong rally in Islamabad,[145] where protesters burned a U.S. flag outside the U.S. Information Service center;[139] in Karachi[image: External link], thousands burned effigies[image: External link] of Clinton.[7] The Pakistani government was enraged by the ISI and trainee casualties, the damage to ISI training camps, the short notice provided by the U.S., and the Americans' failure to inform Sharif of the strikes.[13] Iran's Supreme Leader[image: External link], Ali Khamenei[image: External link], and Iraq denounced the strikes as terrorism, while Iraq also denied producing chemical weapons in Sudan.[145][146] The Arab League[image: External link], holding an emergency meeting in Cairo[image: External link], unanimously demanded an independent investigation into the Al-Shifa facility; the League also condemned the attack on the plant as "an attack on Sudan's sovereignty".[130]

Several Islamist groups also condemned Operation Infinite Reach, and some of them threatened retaliation. Hamas[image: External link] founder Ahmed Yassin[image: External link] stated that American attacks against Muslim countries constituted an attack on Islam itself, accusing the U.S. of state terrorism[image: External link].[147] Mustafa Mashhur[image: External link], the leader of the Muslim Brotherhood[image: External link], said that U.S. military action would inflame public opinion against America and foster regional unrest, which was echoed by a Hezbollah[image: External link] spokesman.[148] Harkat-ul-Mujahideen threatened Americans and Jews[image: External link], announcing a worldwide jihad[image: External link] against the U.S. Al-Gama'a al-Islamiyya[image: External link] denounced the strikes as "a crime which will not go without punishment" and encouraged fellow militant groups to reciprocate.[142] In November, Lashkar-e-Taiba held a 3-day demonstration in Lahore[image: External link] to support bin Laden, in which 50,000 Pakistanis promised vengeance for the strikes.[98] American embassies and facilities worldwide also received a high volume of threats following the attacks.[5] In retaliation for the attacks, a group calling itself Muslims Against Global Oppression bombed a Planet Hollywood[image: External link] restaurant in Cape Town[image: External link], South Africa[image: External link], on August 25, killing two and injuring 25.[149]
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 Al-Qaeda propaganda victory






	“
	[Bin Laden] had been shot at by a high-tech superpower and the superpower missed ... The missile strikes were his biggest publicity payoff to date.
	”



	— Steve Coll[image: External link][129]




The Taliban announced within a day that bin Laden had survived the attacks,[61] which Wright notes strengthened his image in the Muslim world "as a symbolic figure of resistance" to the U.S.[9] Bin Laden had prominent support in Pakistan, where two hagiographies of the al-Qaeda chief were soon published,[129] parents began naming their newborn sons Osama,[150] mosques distributed his taped speeches, and cargo trucks bore the slogan "Long Live Osama".[98] Children in Kenya and Tanzania wore bin Laden T-shirts,[9] and al-Qaeda sold propaganda videos of the strikes' damage in European and Middle Eastern Islamic bookstores.[151] A 1999 report prepared by Sandia National Laboratories[image: External link] stated that bin Laden "appeared to many as an underdog standing firm in the face of bullying aggression," adding that the missile strikes sparked further planning of attacks by extremists.[140] Operation Infinite Reach also strengthened bin Laden's associates' support for him, and helped the al-Qaeda leader consolidate support among other Islamist militant groups.[152] British Islamist Hani al-Sibai[image: External link] said that the attacks helped al-Qaeda recruit new members and solicit funds,[151] and Naftali concludes that the strikes damaged the Khost camps but failed to deter al-Qaeda and "probably intensified [bin Laden's] hunger for violence."[153] Similarly, researcher Rohan Gunaratna[image: External link] told the 9/11 Commission that the attacks did not reduce the threat of al-Qaeda.[154]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Assessment




Each cruise missile cost between $750,000[3] and $1 million,[155] and nearly $750,000,000 in weapons was fired in the strikes overall.[9] The missiles' failure to eliminate their targets led to an acceleration in the American program to develop unmanned combat air vehicles[image: External link].[40] On September 2, the Taliban announced that it had found an unexploded U.S. missile,[141] and the Pakistani press claimed that another had landed in Balochistan[image: External link]'s Kharan Desert[image: External link].[156] Russian intelligence and intercepted al-Qaeda communications indicate that China[image: External link] sent officials to Khost to examine and buy some of the unexploded missiles;[103] bin Laden used the over $10 million in proceeds to fund Chechen opposition forces.[157] Pakistani missile scientists studied the recovered Tomahawk's computer, GPS[image: External link], and propulsion systems,[158] and Wright contends that Pakistan "may have used [the Tomahawks] ... to design its own version of a cruise missile."[9]

The September 9 State Department cable also claimed that "the U.S. strikes have flushed the Arab and Pakistani militants out of Khost,"[10] and while the camps were relocated near Kandahar and Kabul, paranoia lingered as al-Qaeda suspected that a traitor had facilitated the attacks.[159] For example, Abu Jandal claimed that the U.S. had employed an Afghan cook to pinpoint bin Laden's location.[160] Bin Laden augmented his personal bodyguard and began changing where he slept,[161] while Al-Qaeda military chief Mohammed Atef[image: External link] frisked journalists who sought to meet Bin Laden.[162] After an August 24 leak in The Washington Times disclosed that American intelligence had used intercepted communications to target the Khost camps, bin Laden and al-Qaeda stopped using their phones, and the U.S. thus lost a source of intelligence.[163][164]

Two days after Operation Infinite Reach, Omar reportedly called the State Department, saying that the strikes would only lead to more anti-Americanism and terrorism, and that Clinton should resign. The embassy bombings and the declaration of war against the U.S. had divided the Taliban and angered Omar. However, bin Laden swore an oath of fealty to the Taliban leader, and the two became friends. According to Wright, Omar also believed that turning over bin Laden would weaken his position.[166] In an October cable, the State Department also wrote that the missile strikes worsened Afghan-U.S. relations while bringing the Taliban and al-Qaeda closer together. A Taliban spokesman even told State Department officials in November that "If [the Taliban] could have retaliated with similar strikes against Washington, it would have."[140] The Taliban also denied American charges that bin Laden was responsible for the embassy bombings.[151] When Turki visited Omar to retrieve bin Laden, Omar told the prince that they had miscommunicated and he had never agreed to give the Saudis bin Laden. In Turki's account, Omar lambasted him when he protested, insulting the Saudi royal family and praising the Al-Qaeda leader; Turki left without bin Laden.[159][151] The Saudis broke off relations with the Taliban[167] and allegedly hired a young Uzbek named Siddiq Ahmed in a failed bid to assassinate bin Laden.[168] American diplomatic engagement with the Taliban continued, and the State Department insisted to the Taliban that the U.S. was only opposed to bin Laden and al-Qaeda, at whom the missile strike was aimed, not Afghanistan and its leadership.[169]

Following the strikes, Osama bin Laden's spokesman announced that "The battle has not started yet. Our answer will be deeds, not words."[6] Zawahiri made a phone call to reporter Rahimullah Yusufzai[image: External link], stating that "We survived the attack ... we aren't afraid of bombardment, threats, and acts of aggression ... we are ready for more sacrifices. The war has only just begun; the Americans should now await the answer."[170] Al-Qaeda attempted to recruit chemists to develop a more addictive type of heroin[image: External link] for export to the U.S. and Western Europe, but was unsuccessful.[171] A September 1998 intelligence report was titled "UBL Plans for Reprisals Against U.S. Targets, Possibly in U.S.,"[172] while the August 6, 2001[image: External link], President's Daily Brief[image: External link] stated that after Operation Infinite Reach, "Bin Ladin told followers he wanted to retaliate in Washington."[173]

Afterwards, U.S. considered, but did not execute, more cruise missile strikes;[174] from 1999 to 2001, ships and submarines in the North Arabian Sea were prepared to conduct further attacks against bin Laden if his location could be ascertained.[175] The U.S. considered firing more cruise missiles against bin Laden in Kandahar in December 1998 and May 1999; at an Emirati[image: External link] hunting camp in Helmand[image: External link] in February 1999; and in Ghazni[image: External link] in July 1999, but the strikes were called off due to various factors, including questionable intelligence and the potential for collateral damage.[176] Similarly, CIA-employed Afghans planned six times to attack bin Laden's convoy but did not, citing fears of civilian casualties, tight security, or that the al-Qaeda chief took a different route.[177] Thus, Operation Infinite Reach was the only U.S. operation directed against bin Laden before the September 11 attacks.[17]
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 Notes






	
^ Most sources agree on the issue:


	"... The facility probably had no role whatsoever in CW development" (Barletta 1998, p. 116).

	"... The strike on [Al-Shifa] was an intelligence fiasco ... The evidence suggests that the plant simply produced pharmaceuticals" (Bergen 2002, p. 126).

	"... The evidence that the factory produced chemical weapons and had links to bin Laden is weak" (Reiter 2006, p. 6).

	"It developed that the plant actually made only pharmaceuticals and veterinary medicines, not chemical weapons ... Bin Laden had nothing to do with the plant" (Wright 2006, p. 282).

	"... Bin Laden had no ownership stake in the factory, and it was not connected to producing WMD" (Zenko August 20, 2012).







	
^ While Coll (2005, p. 406) writes that Reno was present in the Small Group, Barletta (1998, p. 116) does not. Zill substitutes Clarke for Reno.


	
^ According to Zenko (2010, p. 60), the third state was Yemen.


	
^ Barletta 1998 (p. 125) states that the sample was taken in June 1998.


	
^ Accounts differ as to how many cruise missiles were fired at the Afghan training camps. John Barry and Russell Watson, "'Our Target Was Terror'," Newsweek, August 30, 1998, and Weaver (2010, pp. 32-33) say 60; Wright (2006, p. 283), Zenko (2010, p. 64), and Woodward and Ricks (October 3, 2001) give a number of 66; Coll (2005, p. 411) and Clarke (2004, p. 188) cite a total figure of 75 cruise missiles fired in the operation; and Crenshaw (2003, p. 325) writes that 60–70 missiles were launched.


	
^ This is corroborated by multiple sources:


	"Pakistan's pro-Taliban military intelligence service had been training Kashmiri jihadists in one of the camps hit by U.S. missiles, leading to the death of Pakistanis" (9/11 Commission Report, p. 123).

	"Apparently ... Pakistani ISID officers were killed" (Clarke 2004, p. 189).

	"According to Pakistani intelligence officials, the U.S. missiles hit two Pakistani-run camps" (Constable August 23, 1998).

	"... Two of the targeted camps were run by Pakistani intelligence services" (Crenshaw 2003, p. 325).

	"Two of the four training camps that were hit and destroyed ... were facilities of the ISI. Five ISI officers and some twenty trainees were killed" (Weaver 2010, p. 33).

	"Reportedly, between twenty and sixty people at Zhawar Kili were killed, including Pakistani ISI officers training militants to fight in Kashmir" (Zenko 2010, p. 65).
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NATO bombing of Yugoslavia






The NATO bombing of Yugoslavia was the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation[image: External link]'s (NATO) military operation against the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) during the Kosovo War. The air strikes lasted from March 24, 1999 to June 10, 1999. The official NATO operation code name was Operation Allied Force; the United States called it Operation Noble Anvil,[19] while in Yugoslavia the operation was incorrectly called "Merciful Angel" (Serbian Cyrillic[image: External link]: Милосрдни анђео), as a result of a misunderstanding or mistranslation.[20] The bombings continued until an agreement was reached that led to the withdrawal of Yugoslav armed forces from Kosovo and the establishment of United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), a UN peacekeeping[image: External link] mission in Kosovo.

NATO claimed that the Albanian[image: External link] population in Kosovo were being persecuted by FRY forces, Serbian police, and Serb paramilitary forces, and that military action was needed to force the FRY to stop. NATO countries attempted to gain authorization from the United Nations Security Council[image: External link] for military action, but were opposed by China[image: External link] and Russia[image: External link] that indicated they would veto such a proposal. NATO launched a campaign without UN authorization, which it described as a humanitarian intervention[image: External link]. The FRY described the NATO campaign as an illegal war of aggression[image: External link] against a sovereign country that was in violation of international law because it did not have UN Security Council support.

The bombing killed between 489 and 528 civilians, and destroyed bridges, industrial plants, public buildings, private businesses, as well as barracks and military installations.

The NATO bombing marked the second major combat operation in its history, following the 1995 NATO bombing campaign in Bosnia and Herzegovina. It was the first time that NATO had used military force without the approval of the UN Security Council[image: External link].[21]



TOP
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 Background




This section is transcluded[image: External link] from Yugoslav Wars[image: External link]. ( edit[image: External link] | history[image: External link])


After its autonomy[image: External link] was quashed, Kosovo was faced with state organized oppression: from the early 1990s, Albanian language radio and television were restricted and newspapers shut down. Kosovar Albanians were fired in large numbers from public enterprises and institutions, including banks, hospitals, the post office and schools.[22] In June 1991 the University of Priština[image: External link] assembly and several faculty councils were dissolved and replaced by Serbs. Kosovar Albanian teachers were prevented from entering school premises for the new school year beginning in September 1991, forcing students to study at home.[22]

Later, Kosovar Albanians started an insurgency against Belgrade when the Kosovo Liberation Army[image: External link] was founded in 1996. Armed clashes between the two sides broke out in early 1998. A NATO[image: External link]-facilitated ceasefire was signed on 15 October, but both sides broke it two months later and fighting resumed. When the killing of 45 Kosovar Albanians in the Račak massacre[image: External link] was reported in January 1999, NATO decided that the conflict could only be settled by introducing a military peacekeeping force to forcibly restrain the two sides. After the Rambouillet Accords broke down on 23 March with Yugoslav rejection of an external peacekeeping force, NATO prepared to install the peacekeepers by force.
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 Goals




NATO's objectives in the Kosovo conflict[image: External link] were stated at the North Atlantic Council[image: External link] meeting held at NATO headquarters in Brussels[image: External link] on April 12, 1999:[23]


	An end to all military action and the immediate termination of violence and repressive activities by the Milosevic government[image: External link];

	Withdrawal of all military, police and paramilitary forces from Kosovo;

	Stationing of UN peacekeeping presence in Kosovo;

	Unconditional and safe return of all refugees[image: External link] and displaced persons;

	Establishment of a political framework agreement for Kosovo based on Rambouillet Accords[image: External link], in conformity with international law[image: External link] and the Charter of the United Nations[image: External link].
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 Strategy




Operation Allied Force predominantly used a large-scale air campaign[image: External link] to destroy Yugoslav military infrastructure from high altitudes. After the third day of aerial bombing, NATO had destroyed almost all of its strategic military targets in Yugoslavia. Despite this, the Yugoslav Army continued to function and to attack Kosovo Liberation Army[image: External link] (KLA) insurgents inside Kosovo, mostly in the regions of Northern and Southwest Kosovo. NATO bombed strategic economic and societal targets, such as bridges, military facilities, official government facilities, and factories, using long-range cruise missiles to hit heavily defended targets, such as strategic installations in Belgrade[image: External link] and Pristina[image: External link]. The NATO air forces also targeted infrastructure, such as power plants (using the BLU-114/B "Soft-Bomb"[image: External link]), water-processing plants and the state-owned broadcaster, causing much environmental and economic damage throughout Yugoslavia.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Commentators[ who?[image: External link]] have debated whether the capitulation of Yugoslavia in the Kosovo War of 1999 resulted solely from the use of air power, or whether other factors contributed.[clarification needed[image: External link]][citation needed[image: External link]].

The Rand Corporation[image: External link] examined the issue in a study.[24][clarification needed[image: External link]]

Due to restrictive media laws, media in Yugoslavia carried little coverage of what its forces were doing in Kosovo, or of other countries' attitudes to the humanitarian crisis; so, few members of the public expected bombing, instead thinking that a diplomatic deal would be made.[25]
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 Arguments for strategic air power




According to John Keegan[image: External link], the capitulation of Yugoslavia in the Kosovo War marked a turning point in the history of warfare. It "proved that a war can be won by air power alone". By comparison, diplomacy had failed before the war, and the deployment of a large NATO ground force was still weeks away when Slobodan Milošević agreed to a peace deal.[26]

As for why air power should have been capable of acting alone, it has been argued[by whom?[image: External link]] that there are several factors required. These normally come together only rarely, but all occurred during the Kosovo War:[27]


	Bombardment needs to be capable of causing destruction while minimising casualties. This causes pressure within the population to end hostilities rather than to prolong them. The exercise of precision air power in the Kosovo War is said[by whom?[image: External link]] to have provided this.

	The government must be susceptible to pressure from within the population. As was demonstrated by the overthrow of Milošević a year later, Serbia's government was only weakly authoritarian and depended upon support from within the country.

	There must be a disparity of military capabilities such that the opponent is unable to inhibit the exercise of air superiority over its territory. Serbia, a relatively small impoverished Balkan[image: External link] state, faced a much more powerful NATO[image: External link] coalition including the United Kingdom and the United States.

	
Carl von Clausewitz[image: External link] once called the "essential mass of the enemy" his "centre of gravity". Should the centre of gravity be destroyed, a major factor in Yugoslavian will to resist would be broken or removed. In Milošević's case, the centre of gravity was his hold on power. He manipulated hyperinflation, sanctions and restrictions in supply and demand to allow powerful business[image: External link] interests within Serbia to profit and they responded by maintaining him in power. The damage to the economy, which squeezed it to a point where there was little profit to be made, threatened to undermine their support for Milošević if the air campaign continued, whilst causing costly infrastructure damage.[28]
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 Arguments against strategic air power





	Diplomacy:

	According to British Lieutenant-General Mike Jackson, Russia's decision on June 3, 1999 to back the West and to urge Milošević to surrender was the single event that had "the greatest significance in ending the war". The Yugoslav capitulation came the same day.[29] Russia relied on Western economic aid at the time, which made it vulnerable to pressure from NATO to withdraw support for Milošević.[30]


	Milošević’s indictment by the UN as a war criminal (on May 24, 1999), even if it did not influence him personally, made the likelihood of Russia resuming diplomatic support less likely.[31]


	The Rambouillet Agreement[image: External link] of March 18, 1999, had Yugoslavia agreed to it, would have given NATO forces the right of transit, bivouac[image: External link], manoeuvre[image: External link], billet[image: External link], and utilisation across Serbia. By the time Milošević capitulated, NATO forces were to have access only to Kosovo proper.[32]


	The international civil presence in the province was to be under UN control which allowed for a Russian veto should Serb interests be threatened.[32]






	Concurrent ground operations – The KLA undertook operations in Kosovo itself and had some successes against Serb forces. The Yugoslav army abandoned a border post opposite Morinë near the Yugoslav army outpost at Kosare[image: External link] in the north west of the province. The Yugoslav army outpost at Kosare remained in Yugoslav hands throughout the war:[citation needed[image: External link]] this allowed for a supply line to be set up into the province and the subsequent taking of territory in the Junik[image: External link] area. The KLA also penetrated a few miles into the south-western Mount Pastrik area. But most of the province remained under Serb control.[33]


	Potential ground attack – General Wesley Clark, Supreme Allied Commander Europe[image: External link], was "convinced" that planning and preparations for ground intervention "in particular, pushed Milošević to concede".[34] The Yugoslav capitulation occurred on the same day that U.S. President Bill Clinton held a widely publicized meeting with his four service chiefs[image: External link] to discuss options for a ground-force deployment in case the air war failed.[35] However, France and Germany vigorously opposed a ground offensive, and had done so for some weeks, since April 1999. French estimates suggested that an invasion would need an army of 500,000 to achieve success. This left NATO, particularly the United States, with a clear view that a land operation had no support. With this in mind, the Americans reaffirmed their faith in the air campaign.[36] The reluctance of NATO to use ground forces casts serious doubt on the idea that Milošević capitulated out of fear of a land invasion.[37]
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 Operation




On March 20, 1999 OSCE[image: External link] Kosovo Verification Mission[image: External link] monitors withdrew from Kosovo citing a "steady deterioration in the security situation",[38][39] and on March 23, 1999 Richard Holbrooke returned to Brussels and announced that peace talks had failed.[40] Hours before the announcement, Yugoslavia announced on national television it had declared a state of emergency[image: External link] citing an "imminent threat of war ... against Yugoslavia by Nato" and began a huge mobilization of troops and resources.[40][41] On March 23, 1999 at 22:17 UTC the Secretary General of NATO[image: External link], Javier Solana, announced he had directed the Supreme Allied Commander Europe[image: External link] (SACEUR), General Wesley Clark, to "initiate air operations in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia."[41][42] On March 24 at 19:00 UTC NATO started the bombing campaign against Yugoslavia.[43][44]
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 NATO operations




See also: Civilian casualties during Operation Allied Force[image: External link]


NATO's bombing campaign involved 1,000 aircraft operating from air bases in Italy and Germany, and the aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] stationed in the Adriatic Sea[image: External link]. At dusk,[ when?[image: External link]] F/A-18 Hornets[image: External link] of the Spanish Air Force[image: External link] were the first NATO planes to bomb Belgrade and perform SEAD[image: External link] operations. BGM-109 Tomahawk[image: External link] cruise missiles[image: External link] were fired from ships and submarines[image: External link]. The U.S. was the dominant member of the coalition against Yugoslavia[image: External link], although other NATO members were involved. During the ten weeks of the conflict, NATO aircraft flew over 38,000 combat missions. For the German Air Force[image: External link], this mission was its first conflict participation since World War II. In addition to air power, one battalion of Apache helicopters[image: External link] from the U.S. Army[image: External link]'s 11th Aviation Regiment was deployed to help combat missions. The regiment was augmented by pilots from Fort Bragg[image: External link]'s 82nd Airborne[image: External link] Attack Helicopter Battalion. The battalion secured AH-64 Apache attack helicopter refueling sites, and a small team forward deployed to the Albania – Kosovo border to identify targets for NATO air strikes.

The campaign was initially designed to destroy Yugoslavian air defences and high-value military targets.[citation needed[image: External link]]

NATO military operations increasingly attacked Yugoslavian units on the ground; as well as continuing the strategic bombardment. Montenegro was bombed several times, and NATO refused to prop up the precarious position of its anti-Milošević leader, Milo Đukanović[image: External link]. " Dual-use[image: External link]" targets, used by civilians and military, were attacked; the targets included bridges across the Danube[image: External link], factories, power stations, telecommunications facilities, headquarters of Yugoslavian Leftists[image: External link], a political party led by Milošević's wife, and the Avala TV Tower[image: External link]. Some protested that these actions were violations of international law[image: External link] and the Geneva Conventions[image: External link]. NATO argued these facilities were potentially useful to the Yugoslavian military and that their bombing was justified.

On April 14, NATO[image: External link] planes bombed ethnic Albanians near Koriša[image: External link] who had been used by Yugoslav forces as human shields.[45][46] Yugoslav troops took TV crews to the scene shortly after the bombing.[47] The Yugoslav government insisted that NATO had targeted civilians.[48][49][50]

On May 7, NATO bombed the Chinese embassy in Belgrade[image: External link], killing three Chinese journalists. NATO had aimed at a Yugoslav military target, but navigational errors led to the wrong building being targeted.[51] The United States and NATO apologized for the bombing, saying it occurred because of an outdated map provided by the Central Intelligence Agency[image: External link]. The bombing strained relations between the People's Republic of China and NATO, provoking angry demonstrations outside Western embassies in Beijing.[52]
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 NATO command organization




Solana directed Clark to "initiate air operations in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia." Clark then delegated responsibility for the conduct of Operation Allied Force to the Commander-in-Chief of Allied Forces Southern Europe[image: External link] who in turn delegated control to the Commander of Allied Air Forces Southern Europe, Lieutenant-General Michael C. Short USAF.[53] Operationally, the day-to-day for responsibility for executing missions was delegated to the Commander of the 5th Allied Tactical Air Force.[54]
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 Yugoslav operations




The Hague Tribunal ruled that over 700,000 Kosovo Albanians[image: External link] were forcibly displaced by Yugoslav forces into neighbouring Albania and Macedonia, with many thousands displaced within Kosovo.[55] By April, the United Nations reported 850,000 refugees[image: External link] had left Kosovo.[56] Another 230,000 were listed as internally displaced persons (IDPs): driven from their homes, but still inside Kosovo. German Foreign Minister[image: External link] Joschka Fischer[image: External link] claimed the refugee crisis was produced by a Yugoslav plan codenamed "Operation Horseshoe[image: External link]".

Serbian Television[image: External link] claimed that huge columns of refugees[image: External link] were fleeing Kosovo because of NATO’s bombing, not Yugoslav military operations.[57][58] The Yugoslav side and its Western supporters claimed the refugee outflows were caused by a mass panic in the Kosovo Albanian population, and the exodus was generated principally by fear of NATO bombs.

The United Nations and international human rights[image: External link] organizations were convinced the crisis resulted from a policy of ethnic cleansing. Many accounts from both Serbs and Albanians identified Yugoslav security forces and paramilitaries as the culprits, responsible for systematically emptying towns and villages of their Albanian inhabitants by forcing them to flee.[59]

Atrocities against civilians in Kosovo were the basis of United Nations war crimes[image: External link] charges against Milošević and other officials responsible for directing the Kosovo conflict.
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 Air combat




An important portion of the war involved combat between the Yugoslav Air Force[image: External link] and the opposing air forces. United States Air Force F-15s[image: External link] and F-16s[image: External link] flying mainly from Italian air force bases attacked the defending Yugoslav fighters; mainly MiG-29s[image: External link], which were in poor condition, due to lack of spare parts and maintenance. Other NATO[image: External link] forces also contributed to the air war.

Air combat incidents:


	During the night of March 24/25, 1999: Yugoslav air force scrambled five MiG-29s to counter the initial attacks. The two fighters that took off from Niš Airport[image: External link] were vectored to intercept targets over southern Serbia and Kosovo, were dealt with by NATO fighters: the MiG-29 flown by Maj. Dragan Ilić was damaged. He landed with one engine out and the aircraft was later expended as a decoy. The second MiG, flown by Maj. Ilijo Arizanov, was shot down by an USAF F-15C piloted by Lt. Col. Cesar Rodriguez. The pair from Batajnica Air Base[image: External link] (Maj. Nebojša Nikolić and Maj. Ljubiša Kulačin), were engaged by USAF Capt. Mike Shower who shot down Nikolić while Kulačin evaded several missiles fired at him while fighting to bring his malfunctioning systems back to working order. Eventually realizing that he could not do anything, and with Batajnica AB under attack, he diverted to Belgrade Nikola Tesla Airport[image: External link], and landed safely, his aircraft temporarily concealed under the tail of a parked retired airliner.[60] The fifth and last MiG-29 to get airborne that night was flown by Maj. Predrag Milutinović. Immediately after take-off his radar failed and electrical generator malfunctioned. Shortly after, he was warned by SPO-15 of being acquired by fire control radar, but he eluded the opponent by several evasive manoeuvres. Attempting to evade further encounters, he approached Niš Airport intending to land when he was hit by an 2K12 Kub[image: External link] in a friendly fire[image: External link] incident and forced to eject. In total, the 127.LAE launched five MiG-29s on that night, of which three were shot down, one badly damaged, and one returned in unserviceable condition. Not a single pilot was killed – even if it would take few days until one of them was recovered. Closer examination of available evidence indicates that Maj. Arizanov was shot down by USAF Col. Rodriguez, while Majors Nikolic and Kulacin were engaged by USAF Capt. Showers, who eventually shot down Nikolic. Maj. Milutinovic’s aircraft was probably shot down by a KLU F-16AM flown by Maj. Peter Tankink,[61][62] while it remains unclear who damaged Maj. Ilic’s MiG-29, it is possible that the 311. Self-Propelled Air Defence Missile Regiment, equipped with SA-6s and deployed in the area where his aircraft was hit, was responsible.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	In the morning of March 25: Maj. Slobodan Tešanović stalled his Mig-29 while landing on Ponikve Airbase[image: External link] after a re-base flight. He ejected safely.[63][64]


	During the war Yugoslav strike aircraft J-22 Oraos[image: External link] and G-4 Super Galebs[image: External link] performed some 20–30 combat missions against the KLA[image: External link] in Kosovo at treetop level[65] causing some casualties. During one of those missions on March 25, 1999, Lt. Colonel Života Ðurić was killed when his J-22 Orao hit a hill in Kosovo. It was never firmly established whether an aircraft malfunction, pilot error or an enemy action (by KLA) was the cause (NATO never claimed it shot it down).[63]


	In the afternoon of March 25, 1999: Two Yugoslav MiG-29s took off from Batajnica to chase a lone NATO aircraft flying in the direction of Bosnia. They crossed the border and were engaged by two US F-15s[image: External link]. Both MiGs were shot down by Captain Jeff Hwang.[66] One MiG pilot, Major Slobodan Perić having evaded at least one missile before being hit ejected and was later smuggled back to Yugoslavia by the Republika Srpska[image: External link] police. The other pilot, Captain Zoran Radosavljević, did not eject and was killed.[67]


	On March 27, 1999, the 3rd Battalion of the 250th Missile Brigade, under the command of Colonel Zoltán Dani[image: External link], equipped with the Isayev S-125 'Neva-M' (NATO designation SA-3 Goa[image: External link]), downed[image: External link] an American F-117 Nighthawk[image: External link].[68][69] Yugoslav air defense operators found they could detect F-117s with "obsolete" Soviet radars operating on long wavelengths.[citation needed[image: External link]] The pilot ejected and was rescued by search and rescue[image: External link] forces near Belgrade.[citation needed[image: External link]] This was the first and so far only time a stealth aircraft[image: External link] has been shot down.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	On April 5, 6 and 7 one Yugoslav Mig-29 was scrambled to intercept NATO aircraft, but each time Yugoslav pilots refused battle due to malfunctions.[64]


	On April 30, some American sources confirm that a second F-117A was damaged by a surface-to-air missile.[70] Although the aircraft returned to base, it supposedly never flew again.[71][72]


	On May 2, an American F-16[image: External link] was shot down near Šabac[image: External link], by a SA-3[image: External link] again fired by the 3rd Battalion of the 250th Missile Brigade. The pilot was rescued. On the same day an A-10 Thunderbolt II[image: External link] was heavily damaged by Strela 2[image: External link] shoulder-mounted SAM over Kosovo and had to make an emergency landing in Skopje[image: External link].[73][not in citation given[image: External link]] Also a US-operated Harrier jump-jet crashed while returning to the amphibious assault carrier USS Kearsarge[image: External link] from a training mission. Its pilot was rescued.[74]


	On May 4, a Yugoslav MiG-29[image: External link], piloted by Lt. Colonel Milenko Pavlović, was shot down at a low altitude over his native city Valjevo by two USAF F-16s. The falling aircraft was possibly hit as well by Strela 2[image: External link] fired by Yugoslav troops. Pavlović was killed.[67]


	On May 11 an A-10 was lightly damaged over Kosovo.[73]


	During the war NATO lost two AH-64 Apache[image: External link] strike helicopters (one on April 26 and the other on May 4[75] in Albania near the border with Yugoslavia, in training accidents resulting in death of two crew members).

	NATO reported that it lost 21 UAVs to technical failures or enemy action during the conflict, including at least seven German UAVs and five French UAVs. While the commander of the Yugoslav Third Army claimed that 21 NATO UAVs had been shot down by Yugoslav forces, another Yugoslav general claimed that Yugoslav air defences and ground forces had shot down 30 UAVs.[76]
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 KFOR




By the start of April, the conflict seemed closer to resolution. NATO countries began to deliberate about invading Kosovo with ground units. U.S. President Bill Clinton was reluctant to commit US forces for a ground offensive. At the same time, Finnish and Russian negotiators continued to try to persuade Milošević to back down. Faced with little alternative, Milošević accepted the conditions offered by a Finnish-Russian mediation team and agreed to a military presence within Kosovo headed by the UN, but incorporating NATO troops.

On June 12, after Milošević accepted the conditions, KFOR began entering Kosovo. KFOR, a NATO force, had been preparing to conduct combat operations, but in the end, its mission was only peacekeeping. It was based upon the Allied Rapid Reaction Corps[image: External link] headquarters commanded by then Lieutenant General Mike Jackson[image: External link] of the British Army[image: External link]. It consisted of British forces (a brigade built from 4th Armored and 5th Airborne Brigades), a French Army[image: External link] Brigade, a German Army[image: External link] brigade, which entered from the west while all the other forces advanced from the south, and Italian Army[image: External link] and US Army brigades. The U.S. contribution, known as the Initial Entry Force, was led by the U.S. 1st Armored Division[image: External link]. Subordinate units included TF 1–35 Armor from Baumholder, Germany, the 2nd Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment from Fort Bragg, North Carolina, the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit[image: External link] from Camp Lejeune[image: External link], North Carolina[image: External link], the 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry Regiment from Schweinfurt, Germany, and Echo Troop, 4th Cavalry Regiment, also from Schweinfurt, Germany. Also attached to the U.S. force was the Greek Army[image: External link]'s 501st Mechanized Infantry Battalion. The initial U.S. forces established their area of operation around the towns of Uroševac, the future Camp Bondsteel[image: External link], and Gnjilane, at Camp Monteith[image: External link], and spent four months – the start of a stay which continues to date – establishing order in the southeast sector of Kosovo.

The first NATO troops to enter Pristina on June 12, 1999 were Norwegian[image: External link] special forces from FSK Forsvarets Spesialkommando[image: External link] and soldiers from the British[image: External link] Special Air Service[image: External link] 22 S.A.S, although to NATO's diplomatic embarrassment Russian troops arrived first at the airport. The Norwegian soldiers from FSK Forsvarets Spesialkommando[image: External link] were the first to come in contact with the Russian troops at the airport. FSK's mission was to level the negotiating field between the belligerent parties, and to fine-tune the detailed, local deals needed to implement the peace deal between the Serbians and the Kosovo Albanians.[77][78][79][80]

During the initial incursion, the U.S. soldiers were greeted by Albanians cheering and throwing flowers as U.S. soldiers and KFOR rolled through their villages.[citation needed[image: External link]] Although no resistance was met, three U.S. soldiers from the Initial Entry Force lost their lives in accidents.[81]

Following the military campaign, the involvement of Russian peacekeepers proved to be tense and challenging to the NATO Kosovo force. The Russians expected to have an independent sector of Kosovo, only to be unhappily surprised with the prospect of operating under NATO command. Without prior communication or coordination with NATO, Russian peacekeeping forces entered Kosovo from Bosnia[image: External link] and seized Pristina International Airport[image: External link].

In 2010 James Blunt[image: External link] in an interview described how his unit was given the assignment of securing the Pristina in advance of the 30,000-strong peacekeeping force and the Russian army had moved in and taken control of the airport before his unit's arrival. As the first officer on the scene, Blunt shared a part in the difficult task of addressing the potentially violent international incident. His own account tells of how he refused to follow orders from NATO command to attack the Russians.[82]

Outpost Gunner was established on a high point in the Preševo Valley by Echo Battery 1/161 Field Artillery in an attempt to monitor and assist with peacekeeping efforts in the Russian Sector. Operating under the support of 2/3 Field Artillery, 1st Armored Division, the Battery was able to successfully deploy and continuously operate a Firefinder Radar which allowed the NATO forces to keep a closer watch on activities in the Sector and the Preševo Valley. Eventually a deal was struck whereby Russian forces operated as a unit of KFOR but not under the NATO command structure.[83]
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 NATO forces




While not directly related to the hostilities, on March 12, 1999 the Czech Republic[image: External link], Hungary[image: External link], and Poland[image: External link] joined NATO by depositing instruments of accession in accordance with Article 10 of the North Atlantic Treaty[image: External link] at a ceremony in Independence, Missouri[image: External link].[84] These nations did not participate directly in hostilities.
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 Aviation




A large element of the operation was the air forces of NATO, relying heavily on the US Air Force and Navy. The French Navy and Air Force operated the Super Etendard[image: External link] and the Mirage 2000[image: External link]. The Italian Air Force[image: External link] operated with 34 Tornado[image: External link], 12 F-104[image: External link], 12 AMX[image: External link], 2 B-707[image: External link], the Italian Navy[image: External link] operated with Harrier II[image: External link]. The British Royal Air Force operated the Harrier GR7[image: External link] and Tornado[image: External link] ground attack jets as well as an array of support aircraft. Belgian[image: External link], Danish[image: External link], Dutch[image: External link], Norwegian[image: External link] and Turkish[image: External link] Air Forces operated F-16s. The Spanish Air Force deployed EF-18s[image: External link] and KC-130s[image: External link]. The Canadian Air Force[image: External link] deployed a total of 18 CF-18s[image: External link], enabling them to be responsible for 10% of all bombs dropped in the operation. The fighters were armed with both guided and unguided "dumb" munitions, including the Paveway[image: External link] series of laser-guided bombs.[citation needed[image: External link]] The bombing campaign marked the first time the German Air Force actively participated in combat operations since the end of World War II.[85]

However, NATO forces relied mostly upon the Americans and the proven effectiveness of its air power by using the F-16, F-15[image: External link], F-117[image: External link], F-14[image: External link], F/A-18[image: External link], EA-6B[image: External link], B-52[image: External link], KC-135[image: External link], KC-10[image: External link], AWACS[image: External link], and JSTARS[image: External link] from bases throughout Europe and from aircraft carriers in the region. The American B-2 Spirit[image: External link] stealth bomber also saw its first successful combat role in Operation Allied Force, all while striking from its home base in the continental United States.

Even with this air power, noted a RAND Corporation study, "NATO never fully succeeded in neutralizing the enemy's radar-guided SAM threat".[86]
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 Space




Operation Allied Force incorporated the first large-scale use of satellites as a direct method of weapon guidance. The collective bombing was the first combat use of the Joint Direct Attack Munition JDAM[image: External link] kit, which uses an inertial-guidance and GPS[image: External link]-guided tail fin to increase the accuracy of conventional gravity munitions up to 95%. The JDAM kits were outfitted on the B-2s[image: External link]. The AGM-154 Joint Standoff Weapon[image: External link] (JSOW) had been previously used in Operation Southern Watch[image: External link] earlier in 1999.
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 Naval




NATO naval forces operated in the Adriatic Sea. The Royal Navy[image: External link] sent a substantial task force that included the aircraft carrier HMS  Invincible[image: External link], which operated Sea Harrier FA2[image: External link] fighter jets. The RN also deployed destroyers[image: External link] and frigates[image: External link], and the Royal Fleet Auxiliary[image: External link] (RFA) provided support vessels, including the aviation training/primary casualty receiving ship RFA  Argus[image: External link]. It was the first time the RN used cruise missiles in combat, operated from the nuclear fleet submarine HMS  Splendid[image: External link]. The Italian Navy[image: External link] provided a naval task force that included the aircraft carrier Giuseppe Garibaldi[image: External link], a frigate (Maestrale) and a submarine (Sauro -class[image: External link]). The United States Navy[image: External link] provided a naval task force that included the aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt, USS Vella Gulf[image: External link], and the amphibious assault ship USS  Kearsarge[image: External link]. The French Navy[image: External link] provided the aircraft carrier Foch[image: External link] and escorts. The German Navy[image: External link] deployed the frigate Rheinland-Pfalz[image: External link] and Oker, an Oste-class fleet service ship[image: External link], in the naval operations.
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 Army




U.S. ground forces included a battalion from the 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment[image: External link], 82nd Airborne Division[image: External link]. The unit was deployed in March 1999 to Albania in support of the bombing campaign where the battalion secured the Tirana[image: External link] airfield, Apache helicopter refueling sites, established a forward-operating base to prepare for Multiple Launch Rocket System[image: External link] (MLRS) strikes and offensive ground operations, and deployed a small team with an AN/TPQ-36 Firefinder radar[image: External link] system to the Albania/Kosovo border where it acquired targets for allied/NATO air strikes. Immediately after the bombing campaign, the battalion was refitted back at Tirana airfield and issued orders to move into Kosovo as the initial entry force in support of Operation Joint Guardian[image: External link]. Task Force Hawk[image: External link] was also deployed.
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 Aftermath
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 Civilian casualties




Main article: Civilian casualties during Operation Allied Force[image: External link]


Human Rights Watch[image: External link] concluded "that as few as 489 and as many as 528 Yugoslav civilians were killed in the ninety separate incidents in Operation Allied Force". Refugees were among the victims. Between 278 and 317 of the deaths, nearly 60 percent of the total number, were in Kosovo. In Serbia, 201 civilians were killed (five in Vojvodina) and eight died in Montenegro. Almost two thirds (303 to 352) of the total registered civilian deaths occurred in twelve incidents where ten or more civilian deaths were confirmed.[87]

According to one Serbian claim, NATO tactics sometimes included second post strikes in populated areas, with the aim of destroying rescue and medical teams.[88]
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 Military casualties




Military casualties on the NATO side were limited. According to official reports, the alliance suffered no fatalities from combat operations. However, on May 5, an American AH-64 Apache crashed and exploded during a night-time mission in Albania.[89][90] The Yugoslavs claimed they shot it down, but NATO claimed it crashed due to a technical malfunction. It crashed 40 miles from Tirana,[91] killing the two crewmen, Army Chief Warrant Officers[image: External link] David Gibbs and Kevin Reichert.[92] It was one of two Apache helicopters lost in the war.[93] A further three American soldiers were taken as prisoners of war by Yugoslav special forces while riding on a Humvee[image: External link] on a surveillance mission along the Macedonian border.[94] A study of the campaign reports that Yugoslav air defenses may have fired up to 700 missiles at NATO aircraft, and that the B-1 bomber crews counted at least 20 surface-to-air missiles fired at them during their first 50 missions.[92] Despite this, only two NATO aircraft (one F-16C[image: External link][95][96][97] and one F-117A Nighthawk[image: External link][98][99]) were shot down.[100] A further F-117A Nighthawk was damaged[70][71] as were two A-10 Thunderbolt[image: External link] IIs.[101][102] One AV-8B Harrier[image: External link] crashed due to technical failure.[103] NATO also lost 25 UAVs, either due to enemy action or mechanical failure.[104]

In 2013, Serbia's then-Defence Minister[image: External link] Aleksandar Vučić[image: External link] announced that Yugoslavia's military and police losses during the air campaign amounted to 956 killed and 52 missing. Vučić stated that 631 soldiers were killed and a further 28 went missing, and that 325 police officers were also among the dead with a further 24 listed as missing.[105] The Government of Serbia also lists 5,173 combatants as having been wounded.[106][107] In early June 1999, while the bombing was still in progress, NATO officials claimed that 5,000 Yugoslav troops had been killed in the bombing and a further 10,000 wounded.[108][109][110] NATO later revised this estimation to 1,200 soldiers and policemen killed.[111]

Throughout the war; 181 NATO strikes were reported against tanks, 317 against armored personnel vehicles, 800 against other military vehicles, and 857 against artillery and mortars,[112] after a total of 38,000 sorties, or 200 sorties per day at the beginning of the conflict and over 1,000 at the end of the conflict.[113] When it came to alleged hits, 93 tanks, 153 APCs, 339 other vehicles, and 389 artillery systems were believed to have been disabled or destroyed with certainty.[114] The Department of Defense and Joint Chief of Staff had earlier provided a figure of 120 tanks, 220 APCs, and 450 artillery systems, and a Newsweek piece published around a year later stated that only 14 tanks, 18 APCs, and 20 artillery systems had actually been obliterated,[114] not that far from the Serbs’ own estimates of 13 tanks, 6 APCs, and 6 artillery pieces.[115] However, this reporting was heavily criticised, as it was based on the number of vehicles found during the assessment of the Munitions Effectiveness Assessment Team, which wasn’t interested in the effectiveness of anything but the ordnance, and surveyed sites that hadn’t been visited in nearly three-months, at a time when the most recent of strikes were four-weeks old.[115] The Yugoslav Air Force also sustained serious damage, with 121 aircraft destroyed.[116]

Operation Allied Force inflicted less damage on the Yugoslav military than originally thought due to the use of camouflage[image: External link]. Other misdirection techniques were used to disguise military targets. It was only in the later stages of the campaign that strategic targets such as bridges and buildings were attacked in any systematic way, causing significant disruption and economic damage. This stage of the campaign led to controversial incidents, most notably the bombing of the People's Republic of China embassy in Belgrade where three Chinese reporters were killed and twenty injured, which NATO claimed was a mistake.[51]

Relatives of Italian soldiers[image: External link] believe 50 of them have died since the war due to their exposure to depleted uranium weapons.[117] UNEP[image: External link] tests found no evidence of harm by depleted uranium weapons, even among cleanup workers,[118] but those tests and UNEP’s report were questioned in an article in Le Monde diplomatique[image: External link].[119]
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 Damage and economic loss




In April 1999, during the NATO bombing, officials in Yugoslavia said the damage from the bombing campaign has cost around $100 billion up to that time.[120]

In 2000, a year after the bombing ended, Group 17[image: External link] published a survey dealing with damage and economic restoration. The report concluded that direct damage from the bombing totalled $3.8 billion, not including Kosovo, of which only 5% had been repaired at that time.[121]

In 2006, a group of economists from the G17 Plus party estimated the total economic losses resulting from the bombing were about $29.6 billion.[122] This figure included indirect economic damage, loss of human capital[image: External link], and loss of GDP[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Political outcome




When NATO agreed Kosovo would be politically supervised by the United Nations, and that there would be no independence referendum for three years, the Yugoslav government agreed to withdraw its forces from Kosovo, under strong diplomatic pressure from Russia, and the bombing was suspended on June 10. The war ended June 11, and Russian paratroopers seized Slatina airport[image: External link] to become the first peacekeeping force in the war zone.[123] As British troops were still massed on the Macedonian border, planning to enter Kosovo at 5 am, the Serbs were hailing the Russian arrival as proof the war was a UN operation, not a NATO operation. After hostilities ended, on June 12 the U.S. Army's 82nd Airborne, 2–505th Parachute Infantry Regiment entered war-torn Kosovo as part of Operation Joint Guardian.

Yugoslav President Milošević survived the conflict and declared its outcome a major victory for Yugoslavia. He was, however, indicted for war crimes by the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia[image: External link] along with a number of other senior Yugoslav political and military figures. His indictment led to Yugoslavia as a whole being treated as a pariah by much of the international community because Milošević was subject to arrest if he left Yugoslavia. The country's economy was badly affected by the conflict, and in addition to electoral fraud, this was a factor in the overthrow of Milošević[image: External link].

Thousands were killed during the conflict, and hundreds of thousands more fled from the province to other parts of the country and to the surrounding countries. Most of the Albanian refugees returned home within a few weeks or months. However, much of the non-Albanian population again fled to other parts of Serbia or to protected enclaves within Kosovo following the operation.[124][125][126][127][128] Albanian guerrilla activity spread into other parts of Serbia and to neighbouring Republic of Macedonia, but subsided in 2001. The non-Albanian population has since diminished further following fresh outbreaks of inter-communal conflict and harassment.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In December 2002, Elizabeth II[image: External link] approved the awarding of the Battle Honour[image: External link] "Kosovo" to squadrons of the RAF that participated in the conflict. These were: Nos 1[image: External link], 7[image: External link], 8[image: External link], 9[image: External link], 14[image: External link], 23[image: External link], 31[image: External link], 51[image: External link], 101[image: External link], and 216[image: External link] squadrons. This was also extended to the Canadian squadrons deployed to the operation, 425[image: External link] and 441[image: External link].

Ten years after the operation, the Republic of Kosovo declared independence[image: External link] with a new Republic of Kosovo government.
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 In favor of the campaign




Those who were involved in the NATO airstrikes have stood by the decision to take such action. U.S President Bill Clinton's Secretary of Defense[image: External link], William Cohen, said, "The appalling accounts of mass killing in Kosovo and the pictures of refugees fleeing Serb oppression for their lives makes it clear that this is a fight for justice over genocide."[129] On CBS' Face the Nation Cohen claimed, "We've now seen about 100,000 military-aged men missing. ... They may have been murdered."[130] Clinton, citing the same figure, spoke of "at least 100,000 (Kosovar Albanians) missing".[131] Later, Clinton said about Yugoslav elections, "they're going to have to come to grips with what Mr. Milošević ordered in Kosovo. ... They're going to have to decide whether they support his leadership or not; whether they think it's OK that all those tens of thousands of people were killed. ..."[132] In the same press conference, Clinton also claimed "NATO stopped deliberate, systematic efforts at ethnic cleansing and genocide."[132] Clinton compared the events of Kosovo to the Holocaust[image: External link]. CNN reported, "Accusing Serbia of 'ethnic cleansing' in Kosovo similar to the genocide of Jews in World War II, an impassioned Clinton sought Tuesday to rally public support for his decision to send U.S. forces into combat against Yugoslavia, a prospect that seemed increasingly likely with the breakdown of a diplomatic peace effort."[133] President Clinton's State Department[image: External link] also claimed Serbian troops had committed genocide. The New York Times reported, "the Administration said evidence of 'genocide' by Serbian forces was growing to include 'abhorrent and criminal action' on a vast scale. The language was the State Department's strongest up to that time in denouncing Yugoslav President Slobodan Milošević."[134] The State Department also gave the highest estimate of dead Albanians. In May 1996, Defense Secretary William Cohen suggested that there might be up to 100,000 Albanian fatalities."[135]

Five months after the conclusion of NATO bombing, when around one third of reported gravesites had been visited thus far, 2,108 bodies had been found, with a estimated total of between 5,000 and 12,000 at that time;[136] Serb forces had systematically concealed grave sites and moved bodies.[137][138]

The United States House of Representatives passed a non-binding resolution[image: External link] on March 11, 1999 by a vote of 219–191 conditionally approving of President Clinton's plan to commit 4000 troops to the NATO peacekeeping mission.[139] In late April the House Appropriations Committee approved $13 billion in emergency spending to cover the cost of the air war, but a second non-binding resolution approving of the mission failed in the full House by a vote of 213–213.[140] The Senate had passed the second resolution in late March by a vote of 58–41.[141]
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There has also been criticism of the campaign. Joseph Farah[image: External link] accused the coalition of exaggerating the casualty numbers to make a claim of potential genocide to justify the bombings.[142] The Clinton administration was accused of inflating the number of Kosovar Albanians killed by Serbians[image: External link].[143]

In an interview with Radio-Television Serbia journalist Danilo Mandic on April 25, 2006, Noam Chomsky[image: External link] claimed that Strobe Talbott[image: External link], the Deputy Secretary of State under President Clinton and the leading U.S. negotiator during the war, had written in his foreword to John Norris' 2005 book Collision Course: NATO, Russia, and Kosovo that "the real purpose of the war had nothing to do with concern for Kosovar Albanians", but rather "It was because Serbia was not carrying out the required social and economic reforms, meaning it was the last corner of Europe which had not subordinated itself to the US-run neoliberal programs, so therefore it had to be eliminated".[144] On May 31, 2006, Brad DeLong[image: External link] rebutted Chomsky's allegation and noted that in the original passage which Chomsky had cited,[145] Talbott claimed that "the Kosovo crisis was fueled by frustration with Milosevic and the legitimate fear that instability and conflict might spread further in the region" and also that "Only a decade of death, destruction, and Milosevic brinkmanship pushed NATO to act when the Rambouillet talks collapsed. Most of the leaders of NATO's major powers were proponents of 'third way' politics and headed socially progressive, economically centrist governments. None of these men were particularly hawkish, and Milosevic did not allow them the political breathing room to look past his abuses."[145][146]

The United Nations Charter[image: External link] does not allow military interventions in other sovereign countries with few exceptions which, in general, need to be decided upon by the United Nations Security Council[image: External link]. The issue was brought before the UNSC by Russia, in a draft resolution which, inter-alia, would affirm "that such unilateral use of force constitutes a flagrant violation of the United Nations Charter". China, Namibia and Russia voted for the resolution, the other members against, thus it failed to pass.[147][148][dead link[image: External link]]

Israeli Minister of Foreign Affairs Ariel Sharon[image: External link] criticized the NATO bombing of Yugoslavia as an act of "brutal interventionism".[149] Sharon said both Serbia and Kosovo have been victims of violence. He said prior to the current Yugoslav campaign against Kosovo Albanians, Serbians were the targets of attacks in the Kosovo province. "Israel has a clear policy. We are against aggressive actions. We are against hurting innocent people. I hope that the sides will return to the negotiating table as soon as possible." During the crisis, Elyakim Haetzni said the Serbs should be the first to receive Israeli aid. "There are our traditional friends," he told Israel Radio."[150] It was suggested[ who?[image: External link]] that Israel's pro-Serbian position may have been a result of the Serbian population's history of saving Jews during the holocaust, personal memories of which were still present among many older Israeli politicians serving in government at the time such as Tommy Lapid[image: External link].[151] Those views contrasted sharply with much of the leadership of the large American Jewish[image: External link] community, whose organizations lobbied for and ran ads in favor the NATO bombing campaign,[152] while AJC[image: External link] officials evoked comparisons to the Holocaust.[153] Sharon's stance was also unpopular with large parts of Israeli society which connected their own history to the plight of Kosovar Albanians.[154] Israel ultimately aided NATO's intervention effort, by contributing drones to the bombing effort[155] and providing medical assistance[156] to Kosovar Albanian refugees and housing them in Israel, having airlifted them on Holocaust Remembrance Day.[157][158]

On April 29, 1999, Yugoslavia filed a complaint at the International Court of Justice (ICJ) at The Hague against ten NATO member countries (Belgium, Germany, France, United Kingdom, Italy, Canada, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, and the United States) and alleged that the military operation had violated Article 9 of the 1948 Genocide Convention and that Yugoslavia had jurisdiction to sue through Article 38, para. 5 of Rules of Court.[159] On June 2, the ICJ ruled in an 8–4 vote that Yugoslavia had no such jurisdiction.[160] Four of the ten nations (the United States, France, Italy and Germany) had withdrawn entirely from the court's “optional clause.” Because Yugoslavia filed its complaint only three days after accepting the terms of the court's optional clause, the ICJ ruled that there was no jurisdiction to sue either Britain or Spain, as the two nations had only agreed to submit to ICJ lawsuits if a suing party had filed their complaint a year or more after accepting the terms of the optional clause.[160] Despite objections that Yugoslavia had legal jurisdiction to sue Belgium, the Netherlands, Canada and Portugal,[160] the ICJ majority vote also determined that the NATO bombing was an instance of “humanitarian intervention" and thus did not violate Article 9 of the Genocide Convention.[160]

Amnesty International[image: External link] released a report which stated that NATO forces had deliberately targeted a civilian object (NATO bombing of the Radio Television of Serbia headquarters[image: External link]), and had bombed targets at which civilians were certain to be killed.[161][162] The report was rejected by NATO as "baseless and ill-founded". A week before the report was released, Carla Del Ponte[image: External link], the chief prosecutor for the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia had told the United Nations Security Council[image: External link] that her investigation into NATO actions found no basis for charging NATO or its leaders with war crimes.[163]

A majority of U.S. House Republicans voted against two resolutions, both of which expressed approval for American involvement in the NATO mission.[164][165]

Moscow criticised the bombing as a breach of international law and a challenge to Russia's status.[166]
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The Balanced Budget Act of 1997, (Pub.L. 105–33[image: External link], 111  Stat.[image: External link]  251[image: External link], enacted August 5, 1997), was an omnibus legislative package enacted by the United States Congress, using the budget reconciliation[image: External link] process, and designed to balance the federal budget by 2002.

According to the Congressional Budget Office, the act was to result in $160 billion in spending reductions between 1998 and 2002. After taking into account an increase in spending on Welfare and Children's Healthcare, the savings totaled $127 billion. Medicare cuts were responsible for $112 billion, and hospital inpatient and outpatient payments covered $44 billion.[1] In order to reduce Medicare spending, the act reduced payments to health service providers such as hospitals, doctors, and nurse practitioners[image: External link].[2] However, some of those changes to payments were reversed by subsequent legislation in 1999 and 2000.
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Lewinsky Scandal






The Lewinsky scandal was an American[image: External link] political[image: External link] sex scandal[image: External link] that involved 49-year-old President[image: External link] Bill Clinton and a 22-year-old White House intern, Monica Lewinsky. The sexual relationship[image: External link] took place between 1995 and 1996 and came to light in 1998. Clinton ended a televised speech with the statement that he did not have sexual relations with Lewinsky. Further investigation led to charges of perjury and led to the impeachment of President Clinton in 1998 by the U.S. House of Representatives and his subsequent acquittal on all impeachment charges of perjury and obstruction of justice in a 21-day Senate trial.[1] Clinton was held in civil contempt of court[image: External link] by Judge Susan Webber Wright for giving misleading testimony in the Paula Jones case regarding Lewinsky[2] and was also fined $90,000 by Wright.[3] His license to practice law[image: External link] was suspended in Arkansas for five years; shortly thereafter, he was disbarred from presenting cases in front of the United States Supreme Court[image: External link].[4]

During Clinton's first term in 1995, Lewinsky—a graduate of Lewis & Clark College[image: External link]—was hired to work as an intern[image: External link] at the White House and was later an employee of the White House Office of Legislative Affairs. While Lewinsky worked at the White House, Clinton began a personal relationship with her, the details of which she later confided to Linda Tripp, her Defense Department co-worker who secretly recorded their telephone conversations.[5]

In January 1998, Tripp discovered that Lewinsky had sworn an affidavit in the Paula Jones case, denying a relationship with Clinton. She delivered tapes to Kenneth Starr, the Independent Counsel[image: External link] who was investigating Clinton on other matters, including the Whitewater scandal[image: External link], the White House FBI files controversy, and the White House travel office controversy. During the grand jury testimony, Clinton's responses were carefully worded, and he argued, "It depends on what the meaning of the word 'is' is,"[6] with regard to the truthfulness of his statement that "there is not a sexual relationship, an improper sexual relationship or any other kind of improper relationship."[7]

The wide reporting of the scandal led to criticism of the press for over-coverage.[8][9][10] The scandal is sometimes referred to as "Monicagate,"[11] Lewinskygate,"[12] "Tailgate,"[13] "Sexgate,"[14] and "Zippergate,"[14] following the "-gate" nickname[image: External link] construction that has been popular since the Watergate scandal.

The improper relationship between Bill Clinton and Monica Lewinsky was confirmed, but Clinton's marriage with his wife, Hillary Clinton, survived the scandal.
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 Allegations of sexual contact




Lewinsky stated that she had sexual encounters with Bill Clinton on nine occasions from November 1995 to March 1997. According to her published schedule, First Lady Hillary Clinton was at the White House for at least some portion of seven of those days.[15]

In April 1996, Lewinsky's superiors relocated her job to the Pentagon[image: External link], because they felt that she was spending too much time around Clinton.[16] According to his autobiography, then-United Nations Ambassador[image: External link] Bill Richardson was asked by the White House in 1997 to interview Lewinsky for a job on his staff at the UN. Richardson did so, and offered her a position, which she declined.[17] The American Spectator alleged that Richardson knew more about the Lewinsky affair than he declared to the grand jury.[18]

Lewinsky confided in Linda Tripp about her relationship with Clinton. Tripp persuaded Lewinsky to save the gifts that Clinton had given her, and not to dry clean a semen[image: External link]-stained blue dress. Tripp reported their conversations to literary agent Lucianne Goldberg[image: External link], who advised her to secretly record them,[19] which Tripp began doing in September 1997. Goldberg also urged Tripp to take the tapes to Independent Counsel[image: External link] Kenneth Starr and bring them to the attention of people working on the Paula Jones case[image: External link].[20] In the fall of 1997, Goldberg began speaking to reporters (notably Michael Isikoff[image: External link] of Newsweek[image: External link]) about the tapes.[21]

In the Paula Jones case, Lewinsky had submitted an affidavit that denied any physical relationship with Clinton. In January 1998, she attempted to persuade Tripp to commit perjury in the Jones case. Instead, Tripp gave the tapes to Starr, who was investigating the Whitewater controversy and other matters. Starr was now armed with evidence of Lewinsky's admission of a physical relationship with Clinton, and he broadened the investigation to include Lewinsky and her possible perjury in the Jones case.
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 Denial and subsequent admission




News of the scandal first broke on January 17, 1998, on the Drudge Report[image: External link],[22] which reported that Newsweek[image: External link] editors were sitting on a story by investigative reporter Michael Isikoff[image: External link] exposing the affair. The story broke in the mainstream press on January 21 in The Washington Post.[23] The story swirled for several days and, despite swift denials from Clinton, the clamor for answers from the White House grew louder. On January 26, President Clinton, standing with his wife, spoke at a White House press conference, and issued a forceful denial in which he said:[24]


Now, I have to go back to work on my State of the Union speech. And I worked on it until pretty late last night. But I want to say one thing to the American people. I want you to listen to me. I'm going to say this again: I did not have sexual relations with that woman, Miss Lewinsky. I never told anybody to lie, not a single time; never. These allegations are false. And I need to go back to work for the American people. Thank you.[25]



Pundits debated whether Clinton would address the allegations in his State of the Union Address[image: External link]. Ultimately, he chose not to mention them. Hillary Clinton remained supportive of her husband throughout the scandal. On January 27, in an appearance on NBC[image: External link]'s Today[image: External link] she said, "The great story here for anybody willing to find it and write about it and explain it is this vast right-wing conspiracy that has been conspiring against my husband since the day he announced for president."

For the next several months and through the summer, the media debated whether an affair had occurred and whether Clinton had lied or obstructed justice, but nothing could be definitively established beyond the taped recordings because Lewinsky was unwilling to discuss the affair or testify about it. On July 28, 1998, a substantial delay after the public break of the scandal, Lewinsky received transactional immunity[image: External link] in exchange for grand jury testimony concerning her relationship with Clinton.[26] She also turned over a semen[image: External link]-stained blue dress (that Linda Tripp had encouraged her to save without dry cleaning[image: External link]) to the Starr investigators, thereby providing unambiguous DNA[image: External link] evidence that could prove the relationship despite Clinton's official denials.[27]

Clinton admitted in taped grand jury testimony on August 17, 1998, that he had engaged in an "improper physical relationship" with Lewinsky. That evening he gave a nationally televised statement admitting that his relationship with Lewinsky was "not appropriate".[28]
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 Perjury charges




In his deposition for the Jones lawsuit, Clinton denied having sexual relations with Lewinsky. Based on the evidence—a blue dress with Clinton's semen that Tripp provided—Starr concluded that the president's sworn[image: External link] testimony was false and perjurious.

During the deposition, Clinton was asked "Have you ever had sexual relations with Monica Lewinsky, as that term is defined in Deposition Exhibit 1?" The judge ordered that Clinton be given an opportunity to review the agreed definition. Afterwards, based on the definition created by the Independent Counsel's Office, Clinton answered, "I have never had sexual relations with Monica Lewinsky." Clinton later stated, "I thought the definition included any activity by [me], where [I] was the actor and came in contact with those parts of the bodies" which had been explicitly listed (and "with an intent to gratify or arouse the sexual desire of any person"). In other words, Clinton denied that he had ever contacted Lewinsky's "genitalia, anus, groin, breast, inner thigh, or buttocks", and effectively claimed that the agreed-upon definition of "sexual relations" included giving oral sex but excluded receiving oral sex[image: External link].[29]

Two months after the Senate failed to convict him, President Clinton was held in civil contempt of court[image: External link] by Judge Susan Webber Wright for giving misleading testimony regarding his sexual relationship with Lewinsky, and was also fined $90,000 by Wright.[2][3] Clinton declined to appeal the civil contempt of court ruling, citing financial problems,[2] but still maintained that his testimony complied with Wright's earlier definition of sexual relations.[2] In 2001, his license to practice law[image: External link] was suspended in Arkansas for five years and later by the United States Supreme Court[image: External link].[4]
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 Impeachment




Main article: Impeachment of Bill Clinton


In December 1998, Clinton's Democratic political party was in the minority in both chambers of Congress. A few Democratic members of Congress, and most in the opposition Republican Party, claimed that Clinton's giving false testimony and allegedly influencing Lewinsky's testimony were crimes of obstruction of justice and perjury and thus impeachable offenses. The House of Representatives voted to issue Articles of Impeachment against him which was followed by a 21-day trial in the Senate.

All of the Democrats in the Senate voted for acquittal on both the perjury and the obstruction of justice charges. Ten Republicans voted for acquittal for perjury: John Chafee[image: External link] (Rhode Island), Susan Collins[image: External link] (Maine), Slade Gorton[image: External link] (Washington), Jim Jeffords[image: External link] (Vermont), Richard Shelby[image: External link] (Alabama), Olympia Snowe[image: External link] (Maine), Arlen Specter (Pennsylvania), Ted Stevens[image: External link] (Alaska), Fred Thompson[image: External link] (Tennessee), and John Warner[image: External link] (Virginia). Five Republicans voted for acquittal for obstruction of justice: Chafee, Collins, Jeffords, Snowe, and Specter.

President Clinton was thereby acquitted of all charges and remained in office. There were attempts to censure[image: External link] the president by the House of Representatives, but those attempts failed.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Aftermath
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 Effect on 2000 presidential election




The scandal arguably affected the 2000 U.S. presidential election[image: External link] in two contradictory ways. Democratic Party[image: External link] candidate and sitting vice president Al Gore said that Clinton's scandal had been "a drag" that deflated the enthusiasm of their party's base, and had the effect of reducing Democratic votes. Clinton said that the scandal had made Gore's campaign too cautious, and that if Clinton had been allowed to campaign for Gore in Arkansas[image: External link] and New Hampshire[image: External link], either state would have delivered Gore's needed electoral votes[image: External link] regardless of the effects of the Florida recount controversy[image: External link].[30]

Political analysts have supported both views. Before and after the 2000 election, John Cochran of ABC News connected the Lewinsky scandal with a voter phenomenon he called "Clinton fatigue".[31] Polling showed that the scandal continued to affect Clinton's low personal approval ratings through the election,[32] and analysts such as Vanderbilt University[image: External link]'s John G. Geer later concluded "Clinton fatigue or a kind of moral retrospective voting had a significant impact on Gore's chances".[33] Other analysts sided with Clinton's argument, and argued that Gore's refusal to have Clinton campaign with him damaged his appeal.[34][35][36][37]
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During the scandal, supporters of former President Clinton alleged that the matter was private and "about sex", and they claimed hypocrisy by at least some of those who advocated for his removal. For example, during the House investigation it was revealed that Henry Hyde[image: External link], Republican chair of the House Judiciary Committee and lead House manager[image: External link], also had an affair while in office as a state legislator[image: External link]. Hyde, aged 70 during the Lewinsky hearings, dismissed it as a "youthful indiscretion" when he was 41.[38]

A highly publicized investigation campaign actively sought information that might embarrass politicians who supported impeachment. According to the British newspaper The Guardian,


Larry Flynt[image: External link]...the publisher of Hustler[image: External link] magazine, offered a $1 million reward... Flynt was a sworn enemy of the Republican party [and] sought to dig up dirt on the Republican members of Congress who were leading the impeachment campaign against President Clinton.

[...Although] Flynt claimed at the time to have the goods on up to a dozen prominent Republicans, the ad campaign helped to bring down only one. Robert Livingston – a congressman from Louisiana...abruptly retired after learning that Mr. Flynt was about to reveal that he had also had an affair.[39]



Republican congressman Bob Livingston[image: External link] had been widely expected to become Speaker of the United States House of Representatives[image: External link] in the next Congressional session[image: External link].[40] Then just weeks away after Flynt revealed the affair, Livingston resigned and challenged Clinton to do the same.

Following Livingston’s resignation, Dennis Hastert[image: External link], Republican Representative from Illinois, gained the support of the Republican leadership to seek the speakership as Livingston's successor. He began serving as Speaker in January 1999, and held that role while the Senate conducted the impeachment trial.

On April 27, 2016, former Speaker Hastert was sentenced to 15 months in federal prison for structuring $1.7 million in payments to cover up allegations of sexual misconduct he had made, in which federal prosecutors have said he had molested[image: External link] at least four boys as young as 14 while he worked as a high school wrestling coach decades earlier.[41] At the sentencing hearing during the trial, Hastert admitted under pressure from the judge that he had sexually abused boys. The judge in the case referred to Hastert as a "serial child molester", and alongside imposing a sentence of fifteen months in prison, he also charged him with two years' supervised release[image: External link], and a $250,000 fine.[42][43] Hastert is "one of the highest-ranking politicians in American history to be sentenced to prison."[42]

Flynt's investigation also claimed that Congressman Bob Barr[image: External link], another Republican House manager, had an affair while married; Barr had been the first lawmaker in either chamber to call for Clinton's resignation due to the Lewinsky affair. Barr lost a primary challenge less than three years after the impeachment proceedings.[44]

Dan Burton[image: External link], Republican Representative from Indiana, had stated "No one, regardless of what party they serve, no one, regardless of what branch of government they serve, should be allowed to get away with these alleged sexual improprieties...."[45] In 1998, Burton admitted that he himself had had an affair in 1983 that produced a child.[46]

Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich, Representative from Georgia and leader of the Republican Revolution of 1994,[47] admitted in 1998 to having had an affair with a House intern while he was married to his second wife, at the same time as he was leading the impeachment of Bill Clinton for perjury regarding an affair with intern Monica Lewinsky.[48][49]

Republican Helen Chenoweth-Hage[image: External link] from Idaho aggressively called for the resignation of President Clinton and admitted to her own six-year affair with a married rancher during the 1980s.[50]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Personal acceptance




Historian Taylor Branch implied that Clinton had requested changes to Branch's 2009 Clinton biography, The Clinton Tapes: Wrestling History with the President[image: External link], regarding Clinton's revelation that the Lewinsky affair began because "I cracked; I just cracked." Branch writes that Clinton had felt "beleaguered, unappreciated, and open to a liaison with Lewinsky" following "the Democrats' loss of Congress in the November 1994 elections, the death of his mother the previous January, and the ongoing Whitewater investigation".[51] Publicly, Clinton had previously blamed the affair on "a terrible moral error" and on anger at Republicans, stating, "if people have unresolved anger, it makes them do non-rational, destructive things."[52]
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Impeachment of Bill Clinton






The impeachment of Bill Clinton was initiated by the House of Representatives on December 19, 1998, against Bill Clinton, the 42nd President of the United States, on two charges, one of perjury and one of obstruction of justice.[1] These charges stemmed from Clinton's extramarital affair with former White House Intern Monica Lewinsky and his testimony about the affair during a sexual harassment lawsuit filed against him by Paula Jones. Clinton was subsequently acquitted[image: External link] of these charges by the Senate on February 12, 1999.[2] Two other impeachment[image: External link] articles – a second perjury charge and a charge of abuse of power[image: External link] – failed in the House.

Leading to the impeachment, Independent Counsel[image: External link] Ken Starr turned over documentation to the House Judiciary Committee. Chief Prosecutor David Schippers[image: External link] and his team reviewed the material and determined there was sufficient evidence to impeach the president. As a result, four charges were considered by the full House of Representatives; two passed, making Clinton the second president to be impeached, after Andrew Johnson in 1868[image: External link], and only the third against whom articles of impeachment had been brought before the full House for consideration (Richard Nixon resigned from the presidency in 1974, while an impeachment process against him[image: External link] was underway).

The trial in the United States Senate began right after the seating of the 106th Congress[image: External link], in which the Republican Party[image: External link] began with 55 senators. A two-thirds vote[image: External link] (67 senators) was required to remove Clinton from office. Fifty senators voted to remove Clinton on the obstruction of justice charge and 45 voted to remove him on the perjury charge; no member of his own Democratic Party[image: External link] voted guilty on either charge. Clinton, like Johnson a century earlier, was acquitted on all charges.



TOP
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 Independent counsel investigation




The charges arose from an investigation by Ken Starr, an Independent Counsel[image: External link]. Originally dealing with the failed land deal years earlier known as Whitewater[image: External link], Starr, with the approval of United States Attorney General[image: External link] Janet Reno, conducted a wide-ranging investigation of alleged abuses, including the firing of White House travel agents, the alleged misuse of FBI files, and Bill Clinton's conduct during the sexual harassment[image: External link] lawsuit filed by a former Arkansas government[image: External link] employee, Paula Jones. In the course of the investigation, Linda Tripp provided Starr with taped phone conversations in which Monica Lewinsky, a former White House Intern, discussed having performed fellatio[image: External link] on Clinton. At the deposition, the judge rejected the plaintiff's lawyer's definition of the term "sexual relations"[3][4] that Clinton claims to have construed to mean only vaginal[image: External link] intercourse[image: External link]. Judge Wright then told the attorneys they could be as explicit as necessary in asking their questions.

A much-quoted statement from Clinton's grand jury testimony showed him questioning the precise use of the word "is". Contending that his statement that "there's nothing going on between us" had been truthful because he had no ongoing relationship with Lewinsky at the time he was questioned, Clinton said, "It depends upon what the meaning of the word 'is' is. If the—if he—if 'is' means is and never has been, that is not—that is one thing. If it means there is none, that was a completely true statement".[5] Starr obtained further evidence of inappropriate behavior by seizing the computer hard drive and email records of Monica Lewinsky. Based on the president's conflicting testimony, Starr concluded that Clinton had committed perjury. Starr submitted his findings to Congress in a lengthy document (the so-called Starr Report), and simultaneously posted the report on the internet, replete with lurid descriptions of encounters between Clinton and Lewinsky.[6] Starr was criticized by Democrats for spending $70 million on an investigation that substantiated only perjury and obstruction of justice.[7] Critics of Starr also contend that his investigation was highly politicized because it regularly leaked tidbits of information to the press in violation of legal ethics, and because his report included lengthy descriptions which were humiliating yet irrelevant to the legal case.[8][9]
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 January 1998 press conference




After rumors of the scandal reached the news, Clinton publicly stated, "I did not have sexual relations with that woman, Miss Lewinsky." In his Paula Jones deposition, he swore, "I have never had sexual relations with Monica Lewinsky. I've never had an affair with her."[10] Months later, Clinton admitted that his relationship with Lewinsky was "wrong" and "not appropriate." Lewinsky engaged in oral sex[image: External link] with Clinton several times.[11][12]
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 Impeachment by House of Representatives




Since Ken Starr had already completed an extensive investigation, the House Judiciary Committee conducted no investigations of its own into Clinton's alleged wrongdoing, and it held no serious impeachment-related hearings before the 1998 mid-term elections. Nevertheless, impeachment was one of the major issues in the election.

In November 1998[image: External link], the Democrats picked up five seats in the House, while the Republicans still maintained majority control.[13] The results were a particular embarrassment for House Speaker[image: External link] Newt Gingrich, who, prior to the election, had been reassured by private polling that Clinton's scandal would result in the Republican Party gaining as many as thirty House seats.[13] Shortly after the elections, Gingrich, who had been one of the leading advocates for impeachment,[14] announced he would resign from Congress as soon as he was able to find somebody to fill his vacant seat;[13] Gingrich fulfilled this pledge and officially resigned from Congress on January 3, 1999.[15]

Impeachment proceedings were initiated during the post-election, "lame duck[image: External link]" session of the outgoing 105th United States Congress. Unlike the case of the 1974 impeachment process against Richard Nixon[image: External link], the committee hearings were perfunctory, but the floor debate in the whole House was spirited on both sides. The Speaker-designate[image: External link], Representative Bob Livingston[image: External link], chosen by the Republican Party Conference to replace Gingrich as House Speaker, announced the end of his candidacy for Speaker and his resignation from Congress from the floor of the House after his own marital infidelity came to light.[16] In the same speech, Livingston also encouraged Clinton to resign. Clinton chose to remain in office and urged Livingston to reconsider his resignation.[17] Many other prominent Republican members of Congress (including Dan Burton[image: External link][16] of Indiana; Helen Chenoweth[image: External link][16] of Idaho; and Henry Hyde[image: External link][16] of Illinois, the chief House manager of Clinton's trial in the Senate) had infidelities exposed about this time, all of whom voted for impeachment. Publisher Larry Flynt[image: External link] offered a reward for such information and many supporters of Clinton accused Republicans of hypocrisy.[16]

Upon the passage of H. Res. 611[image: External link], Clinton was impeached[image: External link] on December 19, 1998, by the House of Representatives on grounds of perjury to a grand jury (by a 228–206 vote)[18] and obstruction of justice (by a 221–212 vote).[19] Two other articles of impeachment failed – a second count of perjury in the Jones case (by a 205–229 vote)[20] and one accusing Clinton of abuse of power[image: External link] (by a 148–285 vote).[21] Clinton thus became the second U.S. president to be impeached, following Andrew Johnson in 1868[image: External link]. (Clinton was the third sitting president against whom the House of Representatives has initiated impeachment proceedings since 1789. Articles of impeachment against Richard Nixon were passed by the House Judiciary Committee[image: External link] in 1974 and reported to the full House, but Nixon resigned the Presidency before the impeachment resolutions could be considered.)

Five Democrats (Virgil Goode[image: External link] of Virginia, Ralph Hall[image: External link] of Texas, Paul McHale[image: External link] of Pennsylvania, Charles Stenholm[image: External link] of Texas, and Gene Taylor[image: External link] of Mississippi) voted in favor of three of the four articles of impeachment, but only Taylor voted for the abuse of power charge. Five Republicans (Amo Houghton[image: External link] of New York, Peter King[image: External link] of New York, Connie Morella[image: External link] of Maryland, Chris Shays[image: External link] of Connecticut, and Mark Souder[image: External link] of Indiana) voted against the first perjury charge. Eight more Republicans (Sherwood Boehlert[image: External link] of New York, Michael Castle[image: External link] of Delaware, Phil English[image: External link] of Pennsylvania, Nancy Johnson[image: External link] of Connecticut, Jay Kim[image: External link] of California, Jim Leach[image: External link] of Iowa, John McHugh[image: External link] of New York, and Ralph Regula[image: External link] of Ohio), but not Souder, voted against the obstruction charge. Twenty-eight Republicans voted against the second perjury charge, sending it to defeat, and eighty-one voted against the abuse of power charge.
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 Acquittal by the Senate




The Senate trial began on January 7, 1999, with Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link] William Rehnquist[image: External link] presiding. The first day consisted of formal presentation of the charges against Clinton, and of Rehnquist swearing in all arguants in the trial.

Thirteen House Republicans from the Judiciary Committee served as "managers", the equivalent of prosecutors:


	Chairman Henry Hyde[image: External link] of Illinois[image: External link]


	
Jim Sensenbrenner[image: External link] of Wisconsin[image: External link]


	
Bill McCollum[image: External link] of Florida

	
George Gekas[image: External link] of Pennsylvania[image: External link]


	
Charles Canady[image: External link] of Florida

	
Steve Buyer[image: External link] of Indiana[image: External link]


	
Ed Bryant[image: External link] of Tennessee[image: External link]


	
Steve Chabot[image: External link] of Ohio[image: External link]


	
Bob Barr[image: External link] of Georgia[image: External link]


	
Asa Hutchinson[image: External link] of Arkansas


	
Chris Cannon[image: External link] of Utah[image: External link]


	
James E. Rogan[image: External link] of California

	
Lindsey Graham[image: External link] of South Carolina[image: External link]




Clinton was defended by Cheryl Mills[image: External link]. Clinton's counsel staff included Charles Ruff[image: External link], David E. Kendall[image: External link], Dale Bumpers, Bruce Lindsey, Nicole Seligman[image: External link], Lanny A. Breuer[image: External link] and Gregory B. Craig[image: External link].[22]

A resolution on rules and procedure for the trial was adopted unanimously on the following day; however, senators tabled the question of whether to call witnesses in the trial. The trial remained in recess while briefs were filed by the House (January 11) and Clinton (January 13).

The managers presented their case over three days, from January 14 to 16, with discussion of the facts and background of the case; detailed cases for both articles of impeachment (including excerpts from videotaped grand jury testimony that Clinton had made the previous August); matters of interpretation and application of the laws governing perjury and obstruction of justice; and argument that the evidence and precedents justified removal of the President from office by virtue of "willful, premeditated, deliberate corruption of the nation's system of justice through perjury and obstruction of justice."[23] The defense presentation took place from January 19–21. Clinton's defense counsel argued that Clinton's grand jury testimony had too many inconsistencies to be a clear case of perjury, that the investigation and impeachment had been tainted by partisan political bias, that the President's approval rating of more than 70 percent indicated that his ability to govern had not been impaired by the scandal, and that the managers had ultimately presented "an unsubstantiated, circumstantial case that does not meet the constitutional standard to remove the President from office."[23] January 22 and 23 were devoted to questions from members of the Senate to the House managers and Clinton's defense counsel. Under the rules, all questions (over 150) were to be written down and given to Rehnquist to read to the party being questioned.

On January 25, Sen. Robert Byrd of West Virginia[image: External link] moved for dismissals of both articles of impeachment for lack of merit. On the following day, Rep. Bryant moved to call witnesses to the trial, a question that the Senate had scrupulously avoided to that point. In both cases, the Senate voted to deliberate on the question in private session, rather than public, televised procedure. On January 27, the Senate voted on both motions in public session; the motion to dismiss failed on a nearly party line vote of 56–44, while the motion to depose witnesses passed by the same margin. (In both cases, Russ Feingold[image: External link] of Wisconsin[image: External link] was the sole Democratic vote in the majority.) A day later, the Senate voted down motions to move directly to a vote on the articles of impeachment and to suppress videotaped depositions of the witnesses from public release, Feingold again voting with the Republicans.

Over three days, February 1–3, House managers took videotaped closed-door depositions from Monica Lewinsky, Clinton's friend Vernon Jordan[image: External link], and White House aide Sidney Blumenthal[image: External link]. On February 4, however, the Senate voted 70–30 that excerpting these videotapes would suffice as testimony, rather than calling live witnesses to appear at trial. The videos were played in the Senate on February 6, featuring 30 excerpts of Lewinsky discussing her affidavit in the Paula Jones case, the hiding of small gifts Clinton had given her, and his involvement in procurement of a job for Lewinsky.

On February 8, closing arguments were presented with each side allotted a three-hour time slot. On the President's behalf, White House Counsel Charles Ruff declared:


There is only one question before you, albeit a difficult one, one that is a question of fact and law and constitutional theory. Would it put at risk the liberties of the people to retain the President in office? Putting aside partisan animus, if you can honestly say that it would not, that those liberties are safe in his hands, then you must vote to acquit.[23]



Chief Prosecutor Henry Hyde countered: "A failure to convict will make the statement that lying under oath, while unpleasant and to be avoided, is not all that serious...We have reduced lying under oath to a breach of etiquette, but only if you are the President...And now let us all take our place in history on the side of honor, and, oh, yes, let right be done."[23]

On February 9, after voting against a public deliberation on the verdict, the Senate began closed-door deliberations instead. On February 12, the Senate emerged from its closed deliberations and voted on the articles of impeachment. A two-thirds majority[image: External link], 67 votes, would have been necessary to convict and remove the President from office. The perjury charge was defeated with 45 votes for conviction and 55 against.[24] (Senator Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania[image: External link] voted "not proven[image: External link]",[25] which was considered by Chief Justice Rehnquist to constitute a vote of "not guilty".) The obstruction of justice charge was defeated with 50 for conviction and 50 against.[26]
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 Senate votes




All 45 Democrats in the Senate voted "not guilty" on both charges. The five Republican senators who voted against conviction on both charges were John Chafee[image: External link] of Rhode Island, Susan Collins[image: External link] of Maine, Jim Jeffords[image: External link] of Vermont, Olympia Snowe[image: External link] of Maine, and Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania. Specter, who said he was not prepared to cast a guilty or not guilty vote, voted "not proven", which was counted as a not guilty vote.[27] The additional five Republican senators who voted "not guilty" only on the perjury charge were Slade Gorton[image: External link] of Washington, Richard Shelby[image: External link] of Alabama, Ted Stevens[image: External link] of Alaska, Fred Thompson[image: External link] of Tennessee, and John Warner[image: External link] of Virginia.



	State
	Senator
	Party
	Perjury charge vote

of Pres. Clinton
	Obstruction of justice

charge vote of Pres. Clinton



	Michigan[image: External link]
	Abraham, SpencerSpencer Abraham[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Hawaii[image: External link]
	Akaka, DanielDaniel Akaka[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Colorado[image: External link]
	Allard, WayneWayne Allard[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Missouri[image: External link]
	Ashcroft, JohnJohn Ashcroft
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Montana[image: External link]
	Baucus, MaxMax Baucus
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Indiana[image: External link]
	Bayh, EvanEvan Bayh
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Utah[image: External link]
	Bennett, RobertRobert Bennett[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Delaware[image: External link]
	Biden, JoeJoe Biden
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	New Mexico[image: External link]
	Bingaman, JeffJeff Bingaman[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Missouri[image: External link]
	Bond, KitKit Bond[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	California[image: External link]
	Boxer, BarbaraBarbara Boxer
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Louisiana[image: External link]
	Breaux, JohnJohn Breaux
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Kansas[image: External link]
	Brownback, SamSam Brownback[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Nevada[image: External link]
	Bryan, RichardRichard Bryan[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Kentucky[image: External link]
	Bunning, JimJim Bunning[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Montana[image: External link]
	Burns, ConradConrad Burns[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	West Virginia[image: External link]
	Byrd, RobertRobert Byrd
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Colorado[image: External link]
	Nighthorse Campbell, BenBen Nighthorse Campbell[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Rhode Island[image: External link]
	Chafee, JohnJohn Chafee[image: External link]
	R
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Georgia[image: External link]
	Cleland, MaxMax Cleland[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Mississippi[image: External link]
	Cochran, ThadThad Cochran[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Maine[image: External link]
	Collins, SusanSusan Collins[image: External link]
	R
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	North Dakota[image: External link]
	Conrad, KentKent Conrad[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Georgia[image: External link]
	Coverdell, PaulPaul Coverdell[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Idaho[image: External link]
	Craig, LarryLarry Craig[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Idaho[image: External link]
	Crapo, MikeMike Crapo[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	South Dakota[image: External link]
	Daschle, TomTom Daschle
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Ohio[image: External link]
	DeWine, MikeMike DeWine[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Connecticut[image: External link]
	Dodd, ChrisChris Dodd
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	North Dakota[image: External link]
	Dorgan, ByronByron Dorgan[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	New Mexico[image: External link]
	Domenici, PetePete Domenici[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Illinois[image: External link]
	Durbin, DickDick Durbin[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	North Carolina[image: External link]
	Edwards, JohnJohn Edwards
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Wyoming[image: External link]
	Enzi, MikeMike Enzi[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Wisconsin[image: External link]
	Feingold, RussRuss Feingold[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	California[image: External link]
	Feinstein, DianneDianne Feinstein[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Illinois[image: External link]
	Fitzgerald, PeterPeter Fitzgerald[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Tennessee[image: External link]
	Frist, BillBill Frist[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Washington[image: External link]
	Gorton, SladeSlade Gorton[image: External link]
	R
	Not guilty
	Guilty



	Florida[image: External link]
	Graham, BobBob Graham[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Texas[image: External link]
	Gramm, PhilPhil Gramm
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Minnesota[image: External link]
	Grams, RodRod Grams[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Iowa[image: External link]
	Grassley, ChuckChuck Grassley[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	New Hampshire[image: External link]
	Gregg, JuddJudd Gregg[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Nebraska[image: External link]
	Hagel, ChuckChuck Hagel[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Iowa[image: External link]
	Harkin, TomTom Harkin
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Utah[image: External link]
	Hatch, OrrinOrrin Hatch
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	North Carolina[image: External link]
	Helms, JesseJesse Helms[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	South Carolina[image: External link]
	Hollings, ErnestErnest Hollings[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Arkansas
	Hutchinson, TimTim Hutchinson[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Texas[image: External link]
	Hutchison, Kay BaileyKay Bailey Hutchison[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	Inhofe, JimJim Inhofe[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Hawaii[image: External link]
	Inouye, DanielDaniel Inouye[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Vermont[image: External link]
	Jeffords, JimJim Jeffords[image: External link]
	R
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	South Dakota[image: External link]
	Johnson, TimTim Johnson[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Massachusetts[image: External link]
	Kennedy, TedTed Kennedy
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Nebraska[image: External link]
	Kerrey, BobBob Kerrey
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Massachusetts[image: External link]
	Kerry, JohnJohn Kerry
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Wisconsin[image: External link]
	Kohl, HerbHerb Kohl[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Arizona[image: External link]
	Kyl, JonJon Kyl[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Louisiana[image: External link]
	Landrieu, MaryMary Landrieu
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	New Jersey[image: External link]
	Lautenberg, FrankFrank Lautenberg[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Vermont[image: External link]
	Leahy, PatrickPatrick Leahy[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Michigan[image: External link]
	Levin, CarlCarl Levin
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Connecticut[image: External link]
	Lieberman, JoeJoe Lieberman
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Arkansas
	Lincoln, BlancheBlanche Lincoln[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Mississippi[image: External link]
	Lott, TrentTrent Lott[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Indiana[image: External link]
	Lugar, RichardRichard Lugar
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Florida[image: External link]
	Mack III, ConnieConnie Mack III[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Arizona[image: External link]
	McCain, JohnJohn McCain
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Kentucky[image: External link]
	McConnell, MitchMitch McConnell[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Maryland[image: External link]
	Mikulski, BarbaraBarbara Mikulski[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	New York
	Patrick Moynihan, DanielDaniel Patrick Moynihan[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Alaska[image: External link]
	Murkowski, FrankFrank Murkowski[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Washington[image: External link]
	Murray, PattyPatty Murray[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	Nickles, DonDon Nickles[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Rhode Island[image: External link]
	Reed, JackJack Reed[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Nevada[image: External link]
	Reid, HarryHarry Reid[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Virginia[image: External link]
	Robb, CharlesCharles Robb[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Kansas[image: External link]
	Roberts, PatPat Roberts[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	West Virginia[image: External link]
	Rockefeller, JayJay Rockefeller[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Delaware[image: External link]
	Roth, Jr., William V.William V. Roth, Jr.[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Pennsylvania[image: External link]
	Santorum, RickRick Santorum[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Maryland[image: External link]
	Sarbanes, PaulPaul Sarbanes[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	New York
	Schumer, ChuckChuck Schumer[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Alabama[image: External link]
	Sessions, JeffJeff Sessions[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Alabama[image: External link]
	Shelby, RichardRichard Shelby[image: External link]
	R
	Not guilty
	Guilty



	New Hampshire[image: External link]
	Smith, Robert C.Robert C. Smith[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Oregon[image: External link]
	Smith, GordonGordon Smith[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Maine[image: External link]
	Snowe, OlympiaOlympia Snowe[image: External link]
	R
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Pennsylvania[image: External link]
	Specter, ArlenArlen Specter
	R
	Not proven[image: External link]*
	Not proven[image: External link]*



	Alaska[image: External link]
	Stevens, TedTed Stevens[image: External link]
	R
	Not guilty
	Guilty



	Wyoming[image: External link]
	Thomas, Craig L.Craig L. Thomas[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Tennessee[image: External link]
	Thompson, FredFred Thompson[image: External link]
	R
	Not guilty
	Guilty



	South Carolina[image: External link]
	Thurmond, StromStrom Thurmond[image: External link]
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	New Jersey[image: External link]
	Torricelli, RobertRobert Torricelli[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Virginia[image: External link]
	Warner, JohnJohn Warner[image: External link]
	R
	Not guilty
	Guilty



	Ohio[image: External link]
	Voinovich, GeorgeGeorge Voinovich
	R
	Guilty
	Guilty



	Minnesota[image: External link]
	Wellstone, PaulPaul Wellstone[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Oregon[image: External link]
	Wyden, RonRon Wyden[image: External link]
	D
	Not guilty
	Not guilty



	Total Votes:
	Not Guilty: 55; Guilty: 45
	
Not Guilty: 50;
Guilty: 50






Notes: D = Democrat[image: External link]; R = Republican[image: External link]

* = Specter announced his vote as "not proven[image: External link]," a verdict used in Scots law[image: External link]. As this was not an option, his vote was recorded as "not guilty".
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 Contempt of court citation




In April 1999, about two months after being acquitted by the Senate, Clinton was cited by Federal District Judge[image: External link] Susan Webber Wright for civil contempt of court[image: External link] for his "willful failure" to obey her repeated orders[image: External link] to testify truthfully in the Paula Jones sexual harassment[image: External link] lawsuit. For this citation, Clinton was assessed a $90,000 fine, and the matter was referred to the Arkansas Supreme Court[image: External link] to see if disciplinary action would be appropriate.[28]

Regarding Clinton's January 17, 1998, deposition[image: External link] where he was placed under oath, the judge wrote:


Simply put, the president's deposition testimony regarding whether he had ever been alone with Ms. (Monica) Lewinsky was intentionally false, and his statements regarding whether he had ever engaged in sexual relations with Ms. Lewinsky likewise were intentionally false....[28]



On the day before leaving office in January 2001, President Clinton agreed to a five-year suspension of his Arkansas law license[image: External link] as part of an agreement with the independent counsel[clarification needed[image: External link]] to end the investigation.[29] Clinton was automatically suspended from the United States Supreme Court[image: External link] bar as a result of his law license suspension. However, as is customary, he was allowed 40 days to appeal an otherwise-automatic disbarment. The former President resigned from the Supreme Court bar during the 40 day appeals period.[30]
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 Civil settlement with Paula Jones




Eventually, the court dismissed the Paula Jones harassment lawsuit, before trial, on the grounds that Jones failed to demonstrate any damages. However, while the dismissal was on appeal, Clinton entered into an out-of-court settlement by agreeing to pay Jones $850,000.[31][32]
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 Political ramifications




Polls conducted during 1998 and early 1999 showed that only about one-third of Americans supported Clinton's impeachment or conviction. However, one year later, when it was clear that House impeachment would not lead to the ousting of the President, half of Americans said in a CNN/USA Today/Gallup poll that they supported impeachment but 57% approved of the Senate's decision to keep him in office and two thirds of those polled said the impeachment was harmful to the country.[33]

While Clinton's job approval rating rose during the Lewinsky scandal and subsequent impeachment, his poll numbers with regard to questions of honesty, integrity and moral character declined.[34] As a result, "moral character" and "honesty" weighed heavily in the next presidential election. According to The Daily Princetonian[image: External link], after the 2000 presidential election[image: External link], "post-election polls found that, in the wake of Clinton-era scandals, the single most significant reason people voted for Bush was for his moral character."[35][36][37] According to an analysis of the election by Stanford University[image: External link]:


A more political explanation is the belief in Gore campaign circles that disapproval of President Clinton's personal behavior was a serious threat to the vice president's prospects. Going into the election the one negative element in the public's perception of the state of the nation was the belief that the country was morally on the wrong track, whatever the state of the economy or world affairs. According to some insiders, anything done to raise the association between Gore and Clinton would have produced a net loss of support—the impact of Clinton's personal negatives would outweigh the positive impact of his job performance on support for Gore. Thus, hypothesis four suggests that a previously unexamined variable played a major role in 2000—the retiring president's personal approval.[38]



The Stanford analysis, however, presented different theories and mainly argued that Gore had lost because he decided to distance himself from Clinton during the campaign. The writers of it concluded:[38]


We find that Gore’s oft-criticized personality was not a cause of his under-performance. Rather, the major cause was his failure to receive a historically normal amount of credit for the performance of the Clinton administration...[and] failure to get normal credit reflected Gore’s peculiar campaign which in turn reflected fear of association with Clinton's behavior.[38]



According to the America's Future Foundation:


In the wake of the Clinton scandals, independents warmed to Bush's promise to 'restore honor and dignity to the White House.' According to Voter News Service[image: External link], the personal quality that mattered most to voters was 'honesty.' Voters who chose 'honesty' preferred Bush over Gore by over a margin of five to one. Forty Four percent of Americans said the Clinton scandals were important to their vote. Of these, Bush reeled in three out of every four.[39]



Political commentators, however, have argued that Gore's refusal to have Clinton campaign with him was a bigger liability to Gore than Clinton's scandals.[38][40][41][42][43] The 2000 US Congressional election also saw the Democrats gain more seats in Congress.[44] As a result of this gain, control of the US Senate was split 50-50 between both parties,[45] and Democrats would regain control over the US Senate after Republican Senator Jim Jeffords defected from his party in the spring of 2001 and agreed to caucus with the Democrats.[46]

Al Gore reportedly confronted Clinton after the election, and "tried to explain that keeping Clinton under wraps [during the campaign] was a rational response to polls showing swing voters were still mad as hell over the Year of Monica." According to the AP, "during the one-on-one meeting at the White House, which lasted more than an hour, Gore used uncommonly blunt language to tell Clinton that his sex scandal and low personal approval ratings were a hurdle he could not surmount in his campaign...[with] the core of the dispute was Clinton's lies to Gore and the nation about his affair with White House intern Monica Lewinsky."[47][48][49] Clinton, however, was unconvinced by Gore's argument and insisted to Gore that he would have won the election if he had embraced the administration and its good economic record.[47][48][49]
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 Ensuing events for 13 House managers




Of the 13 members of the House who managed Clinton's trial in the Senate, one lost to a Democrat in his 2000 bid for re-election (James E. Rogan[image: External link], to Adam Schiff[image: External link]). Charles Canady[image: External link] retired from Congress in 2000, following through on a previous term limits[image: External link] pledge to voters, and Bill McCollum[image: External link] ran unsuccessfully for the U.S. Senate. Asa Hutchinson[image: External link], after being re-elected in 2000, left Congress after being appointed head of the Drug Enforcement Administration[image: External link] by President George W. Bush. In 2014 Hutchinson was elected governor of Arkansas. In 2002, two former House managers lost their seats after redistricting[image: External link] placed them in the same district as another incumbent (Bob Barr[image: External link] lost to John Linder[image: External link] in a Republican primary, and George Gekas[image: External link] lost to Democrat Tim Holden[image: External link]), while two more ran for the U.S. Senate (Lindsey Graham[image: External link] successfully, Ed Bryant[image: External link] unsuccessfully). The other five remained in the House well into the 2000s (decade), and two (Jim Sensenbrenner[image: External link] and Steve Chabot[image: External link]) are still members (although Chabot lost his seat to Steve Driehaus[image: External link] in the 2008 elections; Chabot defeated Driehaus in a 2010 rematch). In 2009, Sensenbrenner served again as a manager for the impeachment of Judge Samuel B. Kent[image: External link] of Texas[50] as well as serving in 2010 as Republican lead manager in the impeachment of Judge Thomas Porteous[image: External link] of Louisiana.[51]
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One America Initiative






On June 14, 1997, U.S. President Bill Clinton announced One America in the 21st Century: The President's Initiative on Race. This initiative, established with Executive Order[image: External link] 13050[image: External link], was a critical element in President Clinton's effort to prepare the country to embrace the rapid diversification of the American population.[clarification needed[image: External link]] The main thrust of the effort was convening and encouraging community dialogue throughout the country. The Advisory Board's principal legacy was the collection and publication of "best practices" for racial reconciliation and dialogue guidelines designed to help communities discuss how to address racial and ethnic divisions in mutually productive ways.
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 Commencement Speech, University of California San Diego




President Clinton introduced the initiative during his commencement speech to the graduating class of the university. In the speech, he discussed his own experience growing up in the segregated south and its profound effect on him. He addressed the continuing problems surrounding race in America and the need to find ways to solve them. President Clinton envisioned an America[image: External link] based on equal opportunity, fairness, and respect for all, as well as shared responsibility and a greater sense of civility. Clinton viewed race relations[image: External link] as something that too often divided and weakened the nation even as America was rapidly becoming the world's first truly multi-racial[image: External link] democracy[image: External link]. The Advisory Board, chaired by pre-eminent historian Dr. John Hope Franklin, was introduced to the audience as well.

President Clinton identified three imperatives for the initiative to focus: expanding opportunity, demanding responsibility, and creating one American community based on respect and shared values.


	"I want this panel to help educate Americans about the facts surrounding issues of race, to promote a dialogue in every community of the land to confront and work through these issues, to recruit and encourage leadership at all levels to help breach racial divides, and to find, develop and recommend how to implement concrete solutions to our problems -- solutions that will involve all of us in government, business, communities, and as individual citizens." [1]




Judith A. Winston[image: External link] served as Executive Director of the One America Initiative. Several other senior civil rights Presidential appointees and leaders in the national civil rights community served as senior staff for the Initiative.

Among models of diversity in schools, One America Initiative on Race focused on Fairfax County, Virginia, one of the most culturally, linguistically diverse school districts in the country. The President's Advisory Board on Race commissioned a Case Study on a local Elementary School in Fairfax, Virginia[2] and their Report "America in the 21st Century: Forging a New Future Report"[3] quotes Linda Chavez-Thompson[image: External link], about her visit to Bailey's Elementary School for the Arts and Sciences[image: External link] in December 1997 in her capacity as member of the Advisory Board on Race



	"[I]t is absolutely delightful that the children at the elementary level don’t know what color is. . .They understand diversity...they celebrate their differences. One young student said, 'And that makes us one. We all are the same inside.' And I got that very distinctly from the curriculum, from the expression of the parents, from the expression of the teachers...I was absolutely blown away by how intense these young fourth and fifth graders were in expressing why to them there is absolutely no difference between all of them, no matter what their name is and no matter what the color of their skin.[4]
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Bill Clinton pardon Controversy






President Bill Clinton was criticized for some of his pardons[image: External link] and acts of executive clemency.[1] Pardoning or commuting sentences is a power granted by the U.S. Constitution[image: External link] to all sitting United States Presidents.

While most presidents grant pardons throughout their terms, Clinton chose to make nearly a third of them on January 20, 2001, his last day in office. This came to be known as Pardongate[2][not in citation given[image: External link]]. While Clinton pardoned a large number (450)[3] of people compared with his immediate predecessor Republican George H. W. Bush, who only pardoned 75, the number of people pardoned by Clinton was comparable to Republican[image: External link] Ronald Reagan and Democrat[image: External link] Jimmy Carter[image: External link], who pardoned 406 and 566 respectively.[4]

Federal prosecutor Mary Jo White was appointed to investigate the pardon of Marc Rich. She was later replaced by then-Republican James Comey[image: External link], who found no illegality on Clinton's part.
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 FALN Commutation of 1999




On August 11, 1999, Clinton commuted the sentences of 16 members of FALN[image: External link], which is a Puerto Rican paramilitary organization that set off 120 bombs in the United States, mostly in New York City and Chicago. There were convictions for conspiracy to commit robbery, bomb-making, and sedition[image: External link], as well as firearms and explosives violations.[5] The 16 were convicted of conspiracy and sedition and sentenced with terms ranging from 35 to 105 years in prison. Congress, however, recognizes that the FALN is responsible for "6 deaths and the permanent maiming of dozens of others, including law enforcement officials." Clinton offered clemency on the condition that the prisoners renounce violence, seeing as none of the 16 had been convicted of harming anyone and they had already served 19 years in prison. This action was lobbied for by ten Nobel Laureates and the Archbishop of Puerto Rico.[6] The commutation was opposed by the U.S. Attorney's Office[image: External link], the FBI, and the Federal Bureau of Prisons[image: External link] and was criticized by many, including former victims of FALN terrorist activities and the Fraternal Order of Police[image: External link].[7] Hillary Clinton, then campaigning for her first term in the Senate, initially supported the commutation,[8] but later withdrew her support.[9]

Congress condemned this action by President Clinton, with votes of 95–2 in the Senate and 311–41 in the House.[10][11] The U.S. House Committee on Government Reform[image: External link] held an investigation on the matter, but the Justice Department[image: External link] prevented FBI officials from testifying.[12] President Clinton cited executive privilege[image: External link] for his refusal to turn over some documents to Congress related to his decision to offer clemency to members of the FALN terrorist group.

Among those who accepted clemency are:


	
Edwin Cortes[image: External link], sentenced to 35 years in prison.

	
Elizam Escobar[image: External link], sentenced to 60 years in prison.

	
Ricardo Jimenez[image: External link], sentenced to 90 years in prison.

	
Adolfo Matos[image: External link], sentenced to 70 years in prison.

	
Dylcia Noemi Pagan[image: External link], sentenced to 55 years in prison.

	
Alicia Rodríguez[image: External link], sentenced to 55 years in prison.

	
Ida Luz Rodriguez[image: External link], sentenced to 75 years in prison.

	
Luis Rosa[image: External link], sentenced to 75 years in prison.

	
Carmen Valentin[image: External link], sentenced to 90 years in prison.

	
Alberto Rodriguez[image: External link], sentenced to 35 years in prison.

	
Alejandrina Torres[image: External link], sentenced to 35 years in prison.

	
Juan Enrique Segarra-Palmer[image: External link], sentenced to 55 years in prison; released on 25 January 2004.[13][14]




Those who rejected clemency include:


	
Antonio Camacho-Negron[image: External link], sentenced to 15 years in prison; released in 2004.

	
Oscar López Rivera[image: External link], sentenced to 70 years in prison, released in 2017 after sentence was commuted by President Barack Obama
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 Edgar and Vonna Jo Gregory pardons




In March 2000, Bill Clinton pardoned Edgar and Vonna Jo Gregory, owners of the carnival company United Shows International, for charges of bank fraud[image: External link] from a 1982 conviction. Although the couple had already been released from prison, the prior conviction prevented them from doing business in certain American states. First Lady[image: External link] Hillary Clinton's youngest brother, Tony Rodham, was an acquaintance of the Gregorys, and had lobbied Clinton on their behalf.[15] In October 2006, the group Judicial Watch[image: External link] filed a request with the U.S. Justice Department[image: External link] for an investigation, alleging that Rodham had received $107,000 from the Gregorys for the pardons in the form of loans that were never repaid, as part of a quid pro quo[image: External link] scheme.[16]
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 Pardons and commutations signed on President Clinton's final day in office




Clinton issued 140 pardons[image: External link] as well as several commutations on his last day of office, January 20, 2001.[17] When a sentence is commuted, the conviction remains intact; however, the sentence can be altered in a number of ways.


	
Peter MacDonald[image: External link] had been sentenced to 14 years at a Federal Prison in Texas for fraud, extortion, inciting riots, bribery, and corruption stemming from the Navajo purchase of the Big Boquillas Ranch in Northwestern Arizona. On the day before President Clinton left office, U.S. Rep. Patrick J. Kennedy[image: External link] lobbied the White House to commute the sentence of the former leader of the Navajo Nation[image: External link]. MacDonald's sentence was commuted after he served 10 years.

	
Carlos Vignali[image: External link] had his sentence for cocaine[image: External link] trafficking commuted, after serving 6 of 15 years in federal prison.

	
Almon Glenn Braswell[image: External link] was pardoned of his 1983 mail fraud[image: External link] and perjury convictions.[18] In 1998 he was under federal investigation for money laundering[image: External link] and tax evasion charges.[19] Braswell and Carlos Vignali[image: External link] each paid approximately $200,000 to Hillary Clinton's brother, Hugh Rodham, to represent their respective cases for clemency. Hugh Rodham returned the payments after they were disclosed to the public.[20] Braswell would later invoke the Fifth Amendment[image: External link] at a Senate Committee hearing in 2001, when questioned about allegations of his having systematically defrauded senior citizens of millions of dollars.[21]


	
Linda Evans[image: External link] and Susan Rosenberg[image: External link], members of the radical Weather Underground[image: External link] organization, both had sentences for weapons and explosives charges commuted: Evans served 16 years of her 40-year sentence, and Rosenberg served 16 of her 58 years.[22][23]


	
Marc Rich, a fugitive who had fled the U.S. during his prosecution, was residing in Switzerland. Rich owed $48 million in taxes and was charged with 51 counts of tax fraud, was pardoned of tax evasion[image: External link]. He was required to pay a $1 million fine and waive any use of the pardon as a defense against any future civil charges that were filed against him in the same case. Critics complained that Denise Eisenberg Rich[image: External link], his former wife, had made substantial donations to both the Clinton library and to Mrs. Clinton's senate campaign. According to Paul Volcker[image: External link]'s independent investigation of Iraqi Oil-for-Food[image: External link] kickback schemes, Marc Rich was a middleman[image: External link] for several suspect Iraqi oil deals involving over 4 million barrels (640,000 m3) of oil.[24] Longtime Clinton supporters and Democratic leaders such as former President Jimmy Carter[image: External link], James Carville and Terry McAuliffe, were all critical of the Clinton pardon. Carter said the pardons were "disgraceful."[25]


	
Susan McDougal[image: External link], who had already completed her sentence, was pardoned for her role in the Whitewater scandal. McDougal had served the maximum possible 18 months, including eight in solitary confinement, on contempt charges for refusing to testify about Clinton's role.

	
Dan Rostenkowski[image: External link], a former Democratic[image: External link] Congressman from Illinois[image: External link] and Chairman of House Ways and Means Committee[image: External link], was pardoned for his role in the Congressional Post Office scandal[image: External link]. Rostenkowski had served 13 months of a 17-month sentence before being released in 1997.[26] After his release from prison, Clinton granted him a pardon in December 2000.[27]


	
Mel Reynolds[image: External link], a Democratic Congressman from Illinois, was convicted of bank fraud[image: External link], 12 counts of sexual assault[image: External link], obstruction of justice, and solicitation of child pornography[image: External link]. His sentence was commuted on the bank fraud charge and he was allowed to serve the final months under the auspices of a halfway house[image: External link]. Reynolds had served his entire sentence on child sex abuse charges before the commutation of the later convictions.

	
Patty Hearst[image: External link], who was kidnapped by the Symbionese Liberation Army[image: External link] in 1974. After being isolated and threatened with death, she became supportive of their cause, making propaganda announcements for them and taking part in illegal activities. After her arrest in 1975, she was found guilty of bank robbery. Her conviction and long prison sentence were widely seen as unjust, but the procedural correctness of her trial was upheld by the courts. Hearst's sentence was commuted by President Jimmy Carter[image: External link], and she was pardoned by President Bill Clinton.[28]


	
Roger Clinton[image: External link], the president's half-brother, was pardoned for drug charges after having served the entire sentence more than a decade earlier. Roger Clinton would be charged with drunk driving and disorderly conduct[image: External link] in an unrelated incident within a year of the pardon.[29] He was also briefly alleged to have been utilized in lobbying for the Braswell pardon, among others. However, no wrongdoing was uncovered.

	Harvey Weinig, a former Manhattan lawyer who was sentenced in 1996 to 11 years in prison for facilitating an extortion-kidnapping scheme and helping launder at least $19 million for the Cali cocaine cartel.[30][31]




On February 18, 2001, Bill Clinton wrote a New York Times column defending the 140 pardons.[3]
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Foreign policy of the Bill Clinton Administration






The foreign policy of the Bill Clinton administration was the foreign policy of the United States[image: External link] from 1993 to 2001 under the Administration of President Bill Clinton[image: External link]. Clinton's main foreign policy advisors were Secretaries of State Warren M. Christopher[image: External link] and Madeleine Albright and National Security Advisors Anthony Lake[image: External link] and Sandy Berger[image: External link].

President Clinton assumed office shortly after the fall of the Soviet Union[image: External link] and end of the Cold War[image: External link], which had left the United States as the world's only remaining superpower. As such and soon after taking office, President Clinton had to decide whether and how the United States would deal with the violence of numerous conflicts internationally. These would include the deployment of military force in several regions primarily for the purposes of protecting civilians, or armed humanitarian intervention[image: External link], as the result of civil war, state collapse, or oppressive governments, which would occur in Somalia and Rwanda, in Bosnia, Herzegovina, and Kosovo in the former Yugoslavia[image: External link], and in Haiti.[1] Clinton also worked his foreign policy on long-running conflicts in Northern Ireland, and the Middle East, particularly the Israeli–Palestinian conflict.

The end of superpower rivalry had freed the UN and other regional security institutions from their previous Cold War mind-set, and created new opportunities for them to play a more active, collective role. Despite international norms of state sovereignty and non-intervention, the idea that the international community should intervene in a country for the good of its own people gained greater legitimacy. International organizations such as the UN and regional security such as NATO[image: External link], the OAS[image: External link], and the OAU[image: External link] would play a role in bestowing legitimacy on the operations and in organizing a collective response. Domestically however, these new developments at the international level became enmeshed with a long-standing struggle between Congress and the president over war powers,[1][2] and differences in treaties between domestic and international understandings of the term.[3][4] Which branch of government was to control the deployment of American troops occupied these debates almost as much as the merits of the individual interventions. These debates were not new, with the struggle over war powers being a constant feature of American foreign policy, especially since WWII when it first gained superpower status, joined international organizations, and signed its first mutual defense treaty in more that 150 years. Clinton would utilize both the multi-national cast and the explicit blessing of international organizations for support in most of these involvements. These largely humanitarian operations during his term met much more congressional opposition, and enjoyed less frequent congressional authorization, than did operations during the Cold War. This involvement suggests that the president had found international organizations to be a useful ally in part to decrease and to overcome the resistance of the national legislature.[1]
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 Africa




Just weeks before Clinton took office, President George H. W. Bush had deployed American soldiers to Somalia, a coastal nation on the Horn of Africa[image: External link], where people were suffering and dying from starvation and civil war. The soldiers were sent to guard food and other relief supplies from being stolen by warring factions. After soldiers faced fire from armed clans and 19 soldiers were killed in 1993 in the Battle of Mogadishu, the mission quickly lost popularity with the American people. Fearing chaos resulting in the starvation of Somalia's civilians and to help U.S. Forces defend themselves,[5] Clinton increased troop presence in the country. Demands for withdrawal, however, grew louder and Clinton ordered troops out of the country in March 1994.[6] This left Somalia in a state of chaos, with warlords battling for control.

In April 1994, genocide in Rwanda[image: External link] erupted due to a conflict between Hutu[image: External link] and Tutsi[image: External link] ethnic groups. Over the next few months, an estimated 500,000 to 1 million Rwandans, mainly Tutsi, were killed. By July, the Rwandan Patriotic Front[image: External link] took over the country. Although the Clinton Administration and the international community was aware of the genocide taking place in Rwanda, no action was undertaken.[7] By the end of July, nearly two million of Hutus fled the country for safety, spawning the growth of refugee camps in neighboring countries.[8] As thousands of people died of disease and starvation in these refugee camps, Clinton ordered airdrops of food and supplies for the Hutu refugees, including known genocidaires. In July, he sent 200 non-combatant troops to the Rwanda capital of Kigali[image: External link] to manage the airport and distribute relief supplies. These troops were subsequently withdrawn by October 1994. Clinton and the United Nations faced criticism for their non-response to the genocide. When Clinton traveled to Africa in 1998, he said that the international community, presumably including the US, must accept responsibility for the failure to respond to the massacres.[9] When speaking about the Rwanda Crisis, Clinton called it his worst failure, admitting "I blew it."[10] During his African trip, Clinton also referred to the concept of the "new generation of African leaders[image: External link]".[11]

In August 1998, terrorists bombed the United States embassies in the capitals of two East African countries, Nairobi[image: External link], Kenya, and Dar es Salaam[image: External link], Tanzania. About 250 people were killed, including 12 Americans, and more than 5,500 were injured. After intelligence linked the bombings to Osama bin Laden, a wealthy Saudi Arabian living in Afghanistan who was suspected of terrorist activity, Clinton ordered missile attacks on sites in Afghanistan and Sudan in retaliation for the bombings at the U.S. embassies and to deter future terrorist attacks.[12] The Clinton administration maintained that the sites—a pharmaceutical factory at Khartoum[image: External link] (the capital of Sudan) and several alleged terrorist camps in Afghanistan—were involved in terrorist activities.[13]
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 The Balkans




Much of the focus of Clinton's foreign policy during his first term was the war[image: External link] in Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link], a nation in southeastern Europe that had declared its independence from Yugoslavia[image: External link] in 1992. This declaration was the catalyst of a war between Bosnian Serbs[image: External link], who wanted Bosnia to remain in the Yugoslav federation, and Bosnian Muslims and Croats[image: External link]. The Bosnian Serbs, who were supported by Serbia[image: External link], were better equipped than the Muslims and the Croats; as a result, they populated and controlled much of the countryside in ways including besieging cities, such as the capital of Sarajevo[image: External link]. This caused widespread suffering, and in response Clinton proposed bombing Serb supply lines and lifting an embargo preventing the shipment of military arms to the former Yugoslavia (a policy known as lift and strike[image: External link]). European nations, however, were opposed to these moves. In 1994, Clinton opposed an effort by the Republicans in Congress to lift the arms embargo, as it were, because American allies in Western Europe were still resistant to that policy.[14]

Clinton continued to pressure western European countries throughout 1994 to take strong measures against the Serbs. But in November, as the Serbs seemed on the verge of defeating the Muslims and Croats in several strongholds, Clinton changed course and called for conciliation with the Serbs.[15] After the 2nd Markale massacre[image: External link], in which Bosnian Serb forces reportedly shelled a crowded market-place in Sarajevo, NATO, led by the United States launched Operation Deliberate Force with a series of airstrikes against Bosnian Serb targets. The air campaign, along with a counter-offensive by better-equipped Muslim and Croatian forces, succeeded in pressuring the Bosnian Serbs into participating in negotiations. In November 1995, Clinton hosted peace talks between the warring parties in Dayton, Ohio[image: External link]. The parties reached a peace agreement known as the Dayton Agreement, leaving Bosnia as a single state made up of two separate entities with a central government.

In the spring of 1998, ethnic tension in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia–the state formed from the former Yugoslav republics of Serbia[image: External link] and Montenegro[image: External link]–heightened when the military forces responded in the Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija[image: External link]. More than 90 percent of the residents of Kosovo were Muslim and ethnic Albanians[image: External link], many of whom wanted independence from the country. Yugoslav forces were mobilized into province to quell Albanian rebels.

Through attempting to impose the Rambouillet Agreement[image: External link], Clinton, who strongly supported the Albanians, threatened the Yugoslav administration with military strikes. On 24 March 1999, NATO, led by the United States, launched the two-month bombardment of Yugoslavia[image: External link]. The strikes were not limited to military installations and NATO targets included civilian targets such as factories, oil refineries, television stations and various infrastructure. The intervention, which devastated Yugoslavia, was not approved by the United Nations[image: External link], the UN General Assembly or the UN Security Council, and was strongly opposed by both Russia[image: External link] and China[image: External link].[16] It was the first time in NATO's history that its forces had attacked a sovereign country, and the first time in which air power alone won a battle. In June 1999, NATO and Yugoslav military leaders approved an international peace plan for Kosovo, and attacks were suspended after Yugoslav forces withdrew from Kosovo.
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 Haiti




The previous 1991 Haitian coup d'état[image: External link], led by Lieutenant General Raoul Cédras[image: External link], had ousted the country's elected president, Jean-Bertrand Aristide[image: External link], who barely escaped to the United States. Shortly thereafter thousands of Haitians also tried to flee to the United States;[17] in 1993 increased opposition[image: External link] to Aristide supporters would increase these numbers. Relatively few refugees would be allowed legal entry, with most being sent back to Haiti or Guantanamo[image: External link] by the United States Coast Guard[image: External link]. Clinton had previously criticized former President George H. W. Bush for doing much the same.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 1994, Clinton publicly demanded that the Haitian government step aside and restore democratic rule, despite the fact that before the coup, Washington had repeatedly been undermining it. Congress was united in opposition to American intervention.[1] With United Nations backing[image: External link] however, Clinton deployed a large U.S. military force to the country in September 1994. Just before U.S. troops reached Haiti, Clinton sent a delegation led by former President Jimmy Carter[image: External link] to urge Cédras to step down and leave the country. Cédras agreed and surrendered the government to Aristide. Cédras and his top lieutenants left the country in October, and just days later, U.S. troops escorted Aristide into the capital as part of Operation Uphold Democracy[image: External link]. The democratic government of Aristride was restored, but only on the condition that it adopt the economic programme of the defeated U.S.-backed candidate in the 1990 elections.
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 The Middle East





	For further information on the overarching strategy of President Clinton's approach to the Middle East, particularly Iraq and Iran, see dual containment[image: External link].
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 Israeli–Palestinian conflict




Clinton was likewise deeply involved in the Middle East peace process[image: External link] to negotiate peace agreements between Israel and the Palestinians[image: External link], as well as with the governments of Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. Secret negotiations mediated by Clinton between Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Palestine Liberation Organization[image: External link] (PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat led to a historic declaration of peace in September 1993, called the Oslo Accords. Clinton personally arranged for the peace accord to be signed at the White House on September 13, 1993. The agreement allowed a limited Palestinian self-rule in the Israeli-occupied West Bank[image: External link] and Gaza Strip[image: External link]. In July 1994 Clinton helped coordinate a historic compromise between longtime enemies Israel and Jordan to end their state of war. With this agreement between Jordan's King Hussein[image: External link] and Israel's Rabin, Jordan became only the second Arab state (after Egypt) to normalize relations with Israel.

The 1993 and 1995 peace agreements between Israel and Palestine, however, did not end the conflict in the Middle East. As the peace process came to a stall, Clinton invited Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link] and Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat to peace talks on the Wye River[image: External link] in October 1998. The two leaders signed yet another agreement, known as the Wye River Memorandum, which called for Israel to transfer more territory in the West Bank to the Palestinians. In return, the Palestinians agreed to take steps to curb terrorism. They also agreed to a timetable to negotiate a final resolution of the Palestinian fight for an independent state.

After an abrupt outbreak of violence sparked by the agreement,[18] however, Netanyahu refused to cede any more West Bank territory and placed new demands upon Palestine. His ceding of territory had shaken his own coalition, though, and together with other factors, this contributed to the downfall of the Netanyahu government in Israel.[19] As a result, in May 1999 Israelis elected Ehud Barak, the leader of a political coalition that favored resuming the peace process, to replace Netanyahu as prime minister. Clinton continued to work passionately[20] on negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians. Throughout his last year in office, Clinton came close to arranging a final peace settlement but failed, according to Clinton, as a result of Arafat's reluctance.[21] Clinton related a phone conversation he had with Arafat three days before he left office. "You are a great man," Arafat said. Clinton replied, "The hell I am. I'm a colossal failure, and you made me one."[22]
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 Iraq




Clinton was also confronted with problems in Iraq. In 1991, two years before Clinton became president, the United States under President George H. W. Bush participated in the Persian Gulf War[image: External link] to liberate Kuwait from the Iraqi occupation. In 1991, the warring parties signed a cease-fire agreement and the United Nations Security Council[image: External link] passed United Nations Security Council Resolution 687[image: External link] requiring Iraq to eliminate its weapons of mass destruction[image: External link] and allow inspectors from the United Nations Special Commission[image: External link] (UNS-COM) to monitor the country's adherence to the agreement.[23] In addition to UN inspections, to ensure the Iraqi compliance of Resolution 688[image: External link] which called for Iraq to end its oppression of Iraqi citizens, the no-fly zones over Iraq[image: External link] were established by the U.S. and its allies to protect the Kurds[image: External link] in Iraqi Kurdistan[image: External link] and the Shiites[image: External link] in southern Iraq from aerial attacks by the Iraqi government.

On June 26, 1993, Clinton ordered a cruise missile attack on the Iraqi Intelligence Service's (IIS) principal command and control complex in Baghdad[image: External link], publicly announced as retaliation for the assassination attempt by the IIS on former President George H. W. Bush while he was visiting Kuwait in April of that year to commemorate a coalition victory over Iraq in the Gulf War. Fourteen cruise missiles were launched from the USS Peterson[image: External link] and nine of them launched from the USS Chancellorsville[image: External link]. Sixteen hit the target, while three struck a residential area, killing nine civilians and wounding 12 others. Four missiles were unaccounted for.[24] This strike was in violation of international law, although that point is contentious.[25]

In October 1994, Baghdad[image: External link] once again began mobilizing around 64,000 Iraqi troops near the Kuwaiti border because of their expressed frustrations of economic sanctions imposed on Iraq by the United Nations Security Council (UNSC).[26][27] In response, the U.S. begins to deploy troops in the Persian Gulf to deter Iraqi aggression against Kuwait. Code-named Operation Vigilant Warrior[image: External link], 1st Brigade of the Fort Stewart[image: External link], Georgia-based 24th Infantry Division (Mechanized) deployed and drew pre-positioned equipment in Kuwait. The 23rd Wing's (Flying Tigers) 75th Fighter Squadron (Tigersharks) and its full complement of A-10s[image: External link] initially deployed from Pope AFB[image: External link], North Carolina[image: External link] to Dhahran Air Base[image: External link], Saudi Arabia, followed by the first forward deployment to Ahmed Al Jaber Air Base[image: External link], Kuwait. This allowed better face-to-face coordination with tactical air control parties (TACP) assets further forward deployed at Camp Doha[image: External link], Kuwait and points north. Iraq would later withdraw troops near the Kuwaiti border in response to a massive U.S. military buildup. This served to increase U.S. and Coalition resolve to contain Iraqi aggression against their neighbors in the Middle East.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In September 1996, Clinton ordered Operation Desert Strike[image: External link], and ships from the USS Carl Vinson  (CVN-70)[image: External link] Battle Group, including the USS Laboon  (DDG-58)[image: External link], and the USS Shiloh  (CG-67)[image: External link], in conjunction with B-52[image: External link] bombers escorted by F-14D Tomcats[image: External link] from the USS Carl Vinson, launched 27 cruise missiles against Iraqi air defense targets in southern Iraq.[28] A second wave of 17 was launched later that day.[29] The missiles hit targets in and around Kut[image: External link], Iskandariyah[image: External link], Nasiriyah[image: External link], and Tallil[image: External link].[30] This was done in response to Saddam Hussein, an Iraqi dictator, attempting to launch an Iraqi military offensive campaign in the Kurdish[image: External link] town of Arbil[image: External link] in Iraqi Kurdistan.

In his 1998 State of the Union Address, Clinton warned the U.S. Congress of Hussein's possible pursuit of nuclear weapons, saying:


Together we must also confront the new hazards of chemical[image: External link] and biological weapons[image: External link], and the outlaw states, terrorists and organized criminals seeking to acquire them. Saddam Hussein has spent the better part of this decade, and much of his nation's wealth, not on providing for the Iraqi people, but on developing nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and the missiles to deliver them. The United Nations weapons inspectors have done a truly remarkable job, finding and destroying more of Iraq's arsenal than was destroyed during the entire gulf war. Now, Saddam Hussein wants to stop them from completing their mission. I know I speak for everyone in this chamber, Republicans and Democrats, when I say to Saddam Hussein, "You cannot defy the will of the world", and when I say to him, "You have used weapons of mass destruction before; we are determined to deny you the capacity to use them again.[31]



The UNS-COM team faced resistance from Iraq, which blocked inspections and hid deadly germ agents and warheads.[32] Clinton then threatened military action several times when Hussein, who turned out to be Iraq's President, tried stalling the UNS-COM inspections.[33] To weaken Hussein's grip of power, Clinton signed the Iraq Liberation Act into law on October 31, 1998, which instituted a policy of "regime change" against Iraq, though it explicitly stated it did not speak to the use of American military forces. Between December 16 and 19, 1998, Clinton ordered four-day period of concentrated air attacks against military installations in Iraq. This was in response to Saddam's refusal to cooperate with UN inspectors. After the bombing, Hussein blocked any further UN inspections and announced its attempt to shoot down Coalition aircraft in the no-fly zones over Iraq. For several years afterward, U.S. and Coalition aircraft routinely attacked hostile Iraqi defense installations in Iraq, in response to what the Clinton administration claimed were "provocations" by the Iraqi military, including antiaircraft fire and radar locks on U.S. and Coalition aircraft.

The UN sanctions against Iraq[image: External link] that the United Nations Security Council imposed after the Gulf War remained in place during the Clinton administration. These sanctions are alleged to have contributed to increased child mortality there,[34][35] although this has been disputed.[36] Albright later wrote "Saddam Hussein could have prevented any child from suffering simply by meeting his obligations.[37]
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 Iran




President Clinton's foreign policy team initially viewed Iran with suspicion and sought to contain Iranian ambitions as part of the dual containment[image: External link] strategy.

On May 6, 1995, Clinton signed Executive Order 12957, which implemented tight oil and trade sanctions on Iran and made it illegal for American corporations or their foreign subsidiaries to participate in any contract "for the financing of the development of petroleum resources located in Iran." On May 6, 1995, President Clinton issued Executive Order 12959, which banned almost all trade between U.S. businesses and the Iranian government with the exception of informational materials.[38] A year before, the President declared that Iran was a "state sponsor of terrorism[image: External link]" and a "rogue state," marking the first time that an American President used that term.[39]

In 1996, the Clinton administration agreed to compensate the Iranian government for the deaths of 254 Iranians in a 1988 incident in which an Iranian commercial passenger plane was shot down by the USS Vincennes. In Clinton's second term as President, beginning in 1997, the administration began to take a softer approach towards Iran, particularly after the election of reformist Mohammad Khatami[image: External link] as President of Iran.

That year, Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and President Clinton mandated what could be considered an apology to the Iranian people for the 1953 CIA[image: External link]-assisted coup that overthrew the democratically elected Prime Minister, Mohammed Mossadegh[image: External link], and replaced him with the Shah[image: External link], thus leading to the 1979 Islamic Revolution[image: External link] two decades later. Albright and Clinton also acknowledged that the U.S.-backed government of the Shah "oppressed political opponents." In the months that followed, an Iranian professional wrestling team was allowed entry into the U.S. to face American pros, and a significant increase in cultural and academic overtures were made between the two countries.

In fact, in 1998, Iran and the United States faced each other in a game at the FIFA World Cup[image: External link] that year (Iran beat the US by 2–1). Khatami also encouraged Americans to travel to Iran for vacational purposes, citing the city of Esfahan[image: External link], a popular location for tourists where, according to CNN[image: External link], several "well-preserved" sites often "surprise" tourists. In a well-publicized 1997 interview, Khatami refused to fully apologize for the '79 hostage crisis in which 52 American diplomats were held hostage for 444 days yet did offer to open up a dialogue with the American people.

Clinton at one point offered to open up an official dialogue with the Iranian government and renew diplomatic relations with the country after 20 years of no such relations. However, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei[image: External link] refused to accept the offer for dialogue unless the U.S. formally withdrew its support for Israel, lifted the '95 sanctions imposed on the country, stopped accusing Tehran of attempting to develop nuclear weaponry, and officially ended its policy of considering Iran a "rogue state that sponsors terrorism." Although Clinton did privately weigh the idea of revoking the executive orders he signed in the spring of 1995, the administration refused to comply with Iran's other demands.

Eventually, President Clinton did ease restrictions on export of food and medical equipment to Iran. Albright announced in 2000 that the U.S. would begin to "enable Americans to purchase and import carpets and food products such as dried fruits, nuts, and caviar from Iran" and also was confident that Iran would provide cooperation with the United States in the battle against narcotics and international drug abuse. In 1995, the State Department warned U.S. citizens against traveling in Iran due to that government's rampant anti-Americanism yet five years later Albright decided to repeal this warning.

By the time Clinton left office in January 2001, it was clear that relations between Iran and the United States had significantly cooled despite the fact that President Khatami and President Clinton failed to initiate an official diplomatic dialogue between the nations, something which has not existed since the 1979 hostage crisis.
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 North Korea




North Korea's feared aim to create nuclear weapons[image: External link] and ballistic missiles[image: External link] was a serious problem for the Clinton Administration. In 1994, North Korea, a signatory of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty[image: External link], refused to allow international inspectors to review two nuclear waste sites. The inspectors wanted to see if North Korea was in violation of the treaty since they were suspected of reprocessing spent fuel into plutonium[image: External link], which could be used to manufacture nuclear weapons.[40] Despite diplomatic pressure and repeated warnings by Clinton,[41] North Korea refused to allow the inspections and even raised the prospect of war with South Korea, an ally of the United States. In 1994, Clinton also considered a US military strike on bombing the Yongbyon nuclear reactor[image: External link]. He was advised that if war broke out, it could cost 52,000 US and 490,000 South Korean military casualties in the first three months, as well as a large number of civilian casualties.[42][43]

With private diplomacy by former president Jimmy Carter, the Clinton administration reached a breakthrough with North Korea in October 1994 when North Korea agreed to shut down the nuclear plants that could produce materials for weapons if the United States would help North Korea build plants that generated electricity with light-water nuclear reactors. These reactors would be more efficient and their waste could not easily be used for nuclear weaponry.[44] The United States also agreed to supply fuel oil for electricity until the new plants were built, and North Korea agreed to allow inspection of the old waste sites when construction began on the new plants.[44] KEDO[image: External link] was established based on this agreement in 1995.[45]

This 1994 Agreed Framework[image: External link], as it was known, kept the Yongbyon plutonium enrichment plant closed and under international inspection until 2002. However, economic supports by the agreement and KEDO gave an advantage to North Korea, and North Korea broke off from the treaty and restarted plutonium production. In October 2006, North Korea tested its first nuclear weapon. President Bush warned that he was not pleased by such actions as it is he invited the international community to take a stand. As a result, North Korea, the United States, Russia, China were involved in negotiations and North Korea agreed to close down their nuclear station temporarily.
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 Mexico




Clinton faced yet another foreign crisis in early 1995, when the value of the Mexican peso[image: External link] began to fall sharply and threatened the collapse of the Mexican economy[image: External link]. Clinton believed the collapse of Mexico's economy would have a negative impact on the United States because of their close economic ties. He proposed a plan to address the financial crisis in Mexico, but many in Congress, fearing that constituents would not favor aid money to Mexico, rejected the plan. In response, Clinton drafted a $20 billion loan package for Mexico to restore international confidence in the Mexican economy. The loan was approved and Mexico completed its loan payments to the United States in January 1997, three years ahead of schedule. However, issues such as drug smuggling[image: External link] and U.S. immigration policies[image: External link] continued to strain relations between the United States and Mexico during Clinton's terms in office.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cuba




After negotiations with representatives of the Cuban government, Clinton revealed in May 1995 a controversial policy reversing the decades-old policy of automatically granting asylum to Cuban refugees. Approximately 20,000 Cuban refugees detained at Guantanamo Bay Naval Base[image: External link] in Cuba were to be admitted to the United States over a period of three months. In order to prevent a mass exodus of refugees to the United States, all future refugees would be returned to Cuba. The influx of refugees into Guantanamo Bay overwhelmed the facilities, necessitating Operations Safe Haven and Safe Passage[image: External link] involving Panama. Clinton also implemented the wet foot/dry foot policy[image: External link] for Cuban refugees. This policy meant that Cuban refugees caught at sea were returned to Cuba (wet foot), while Cuban refugees that made it to dry land (dry foot) were allowed to stay in the U.S. This changed the refugees' tactics from slow rafts to speed boats.

Relations between the United States and Cuba deteriorated in February 1996 when Cuba shot down two American civilian planes. Cuba accused the planes of violating Cuban airspace. Clinton tightened sanctions against Cuba and suspended charter flights from the United States to Cuba, hoping this would cripple Cuba's tourism industry.

In their response to the incident, the U.S. Congress passed the Helms–Burton Act[image: External link] in March 1996. The bill strengthened an embargo against imports of Cuban products. Title III, however, made the bill controversial because it allowed American citizens whose property was seized during and after the 1959 Cuban Revolution[image: External link] to sue in American courts foreign companies that later invested in those properties. Title III sparked an immediate uproar from countries such as Mexico, Canada, and members of the European Union[image: External link] because they believed that they would be penalized for doing business with Cuba. In response, Clinton repeatedly suspended Title III of the legislation (the act gave the president the right to exercise this option every six months).

Clinton softened his Cuban policy in 1998 and 1999. In March 1998, at the urging of Pope John Paul II, Clinton lifted restrictions and allowed humanitarian charter flights to resume. He also took steps to increase educational, religious, and humanitarian contacts in Cuba. The U.S. government decided to allow Cuban citizens to receive more money from American friends and family members and to buy more American food and medicine.
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 Northern Ireland




Clinton also sought to end the conflict in Northern Ireland[image: External link] by arranging a peace agreement between the nationalist[image: External link] and unionist[image: External link] factions. In 1998 former Senator George Mitchell—whom Clinton had appointed to assist in peace talks—supported an accord that became known as the Good Friday Agreement[image: External link]. It called for the British Parliament[image: External link] to devolve legislative and executive authority of the province to a new Northern Ireland Assembly[image: External link], whose Executive[image: External link] would include members of both communities. Years of stalemate have followed the agreement, mainly due to the refusal of the Provisional Irish Republican Army[image: External link] (IRA), a nationalist paramilitary group, to decommission its weapons for some years[ quantify[image: External link]] and after that the refusal of the Democratic Unionist Party[image: External link] to push the process forward. Mitchell returned to the region and arranged yet another blueprint for a further peace settlement that resulted in a December 1999 formation of the power-sharing government agreed the previous year, which was to be followed by steps toward the IRA's disarmament. That agreement eventually faltered as well, although Clinton continued peace talks to prevent the peace process from collapsing completely. In 2005 the IRA decommissioned all of its arms and, in 2007, Sinn Féin expressed a willingness to support the reformed Police Service of Northern Ireland[image: External link] (PSNI). Power was restored to the Assembly in May 2007, marking renewed promise for the fulfillment of the Good Friday Agreement.
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 Vietnam




In 1994, the Clinton administration announced that it was lifting the trade embargo[image: External link] on Vietnam, citing progress on the Vietnam War POW/MIA issue[image: External link] regarding the search for American soldiers listed as missing in action[image: External link] and the remains of those killed in action[image: External link], as well as the market reforms that Vietnam implemented from 1986[image: External link]. On July 10, 1995, Clinton announced that his administration was restoring full diplomatic relations with Vietnam, citing the continued progress in determining the whereabouts of MIA's and locating the remains of soldiers killed in the Vietnam War. Clinton nonetheless stressed that the search for Americans would continue, especially for the soldiers listed as "discrepancies;" namely 55 American soldiers believed to still be alive when they went missing. On November 16, 2000, Clinton arrived in Hanoi[image: External link] with his wife, Senator-elect Hillary Clinton and daughter Chelsea shortly before his second term in office ended.[46] The next day Clinton spoke to the Vietnamese people publicly about both the conflict as well as the promise renewed relations meant.
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 People's Republic of China




In 1995, tense relations with China and the imprisonment of an innocent American in the Communist nation, led to pressure for the U.S. to boycott the 1995 United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women[image: External link] in Beijing. The U.S. delegation, chaired by First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton and Madeleine Albright, then the United States Ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link], was assigned with the task of confronting China about its human rights abuses, but not so strongly as to damage sensitive relations. Hillary Rodham Clinton gave a successful speech before the entire Chinese leadership and the Conference where she, without bringing up China or any particular nation, attacked human rights abuses against humanity in general, and women and girls in particular.

From June 25 to July 3, 1998, Clinton visited the People's Republic of China with Hillary Clinton and their daughter for 9 days.[47] This visit duration was exceptional as the national leader. In addition, because the doubt of the political donations from China disputed in 1997 was known worldwide, the nations and regions surrounding China, particularly Taiwan[image: External link] and Japan[image: External link] were disappointed awfully.

Further information: 1996 United States campaign finance controversy


In 1999 Clinton signed a landmark trade agreement with the People's Republic of China. The agreement–the result of more than a decade of negotiations–would lower many trade barriers between the two countries, making it easier to export U.S. products such as automobiles, banking services, and motion pictures. The Chinese citizens ability to afford and purchase U.S. goods should have been taken into consideration. However, the agreement could only take effect if China was accepted into the WTO and was granted permanent "normal trade relations" status by the U.S. Congress. Under the pact, the United States would support China's membership in the WTO. Many Democrats as well as Republicans were reluctant to grant permanent status to China because they were concerned about human rights in the country and the impact of Chinese imports on U.S. industries and jobs. Congress, however, voted in 2000 to grant permanent normal trade relations with China.
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 Counterterrorism and Osama bin Laden




On February 26, 1993, thirty-six days after Clinton took office, terrorists who the CIA would later reveal were working under the direction of Osama bin Laden detonated a timed car bomb in the parking garage below Tower One of the World Trade Center[image: External link] in New York City (see the World Trade Center bombing[image: External link]). Clinton responded by ordering his National Security Council[image: External link], under the direction of Anthony Lake[image: External link], and the FBI to find and punish those responsible. The FBI was able to quickly identify the vehicle used in the bomb from a remnant found in the rubble: a Ryder rental van, which had been reported stolen in Jersey City, New Jersey[image: External link] the day before. The truck was rented by Mohammed Salameh[image: External link], whom the FBI immediately detained. Similar evidence led to the arrests of other plotters behind the attack, including Nidal Ayyad, Mahmoud Abouhalima[image: External link], Ahmad Ajaj[image: External link], and Ramzi Yousef[image: External link]—who was identified as the key player in the bombing. All men were tried and convicted for the bombing and other terrorists activities.[48]

In his 1995 State of the Union address, Clinton proposed "comprehensive legislation to strengthen our hand in combating terrorists, whether they strike at home or abroad."[49] He sent legislation to Congress to extend federal criminal jurisdiction, make it easier to deport terrorists, and act against terrorist fund-raising.[50] Following the bombing[image: External link] of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building[image: External link] in Oklahoma City[image: External link], Clinton amended that legislation to increase wiretap and electronic surveillance authority for the FBI, require explosives to be equipped with traceable taggants, and appropriate more funds to the FBI, CIA, and local police.[51]

In June 1995, Clinton issued Presidential Decision Directive 39, which stated that the United States "should deter, defeat and respond vigorously to all terrorist attacks on our territory and against our citizens." Furthermore, it called terrorism both a "matter of national security" and a crime.[52] The implementation of his proposals led to a substantial increase in counter-terrorism[image: External link] funds for the FBI and CIA[image: External link].

In 1996, the CIA established a special unit of officers to analyze intelligence received about bin Laden and plan operations against him, coined the "Bin Laden Issue Station[image: External link]". It was this unit that first realized bin Laden was more than just a terrorist financier, but a leader of a global network with operations based in Afghanistan. Given these findings, the NSC encouraged the Department of State to "pay more attention" to Afghanistan and its governing unit, the Taliban[image: External link], which had received funding from bin Laden. The State Department requested the Taliban to expel bin Laden from the country, noting that he was a sponsor of terrorism and publicly urged Muslims to kill Americans. The Taliban responded that they did not know his whereabouts and, even if they did, he was "not a threat to the United States." The CIA's counter-terrorism division quickly began drafting plans to capture and remove bin Laden from the country. However, Marine General Anthony Zinni[image: External link] and some[ who?[image: External link]] in the State Department protested the move, saying that the United States should focus instead on ending the Afghan civil war and the Taliban's human rights abuses.[53]

In 1998, Clinton appointed Richard Clarke[image: External link]—who until then served in a drugs and counter-terrorism division of the CIA—to lead an interagency comprehensive counter-terrorism operation, the Counter-terrorism Security Group (CSG). The goal of the CSG was to "detect, deter, and defend against" terrorist attacks. Additionally, Clinton appointed Clarke to sit on the cabinet-level Principals Committee when it met on terrorism issues.[48]

Clinton's Counter-terrorism Center began drafting a plan to ambush bin Laden's compound in Kandahar[image: External link]. The CIA mapped the compound and identified the houses of bin Laden's wives and the location where he most likely slept. The plan was relatively simple, at least on paper. Tribals would "subdue" the guards, enter the compound, take bin Laden to a desert outside Kandahar, and hand him over to another group of tribals. This second group would carry him to a desert landing strip—which had already been tested—where a CIA plane would take him to New York for arraignment. When they completed a draft plan, they ran through two rehearsals in the United States.[54] Confident that the plan would work, the Counter-terrorism Center of the CIA sought the approval of the White House. While they acknowledged that the plan was risky, they stated that there was "a risk in not acting" because "sooner or later, bin Laden will attack U.S. interests, perhaps using WMD."[55]

Clarke reviewed the plans for Sandy Berger[image: External link], the National Security Director, and told him that it was in the "very early stages of development" and stressed the importance of only targeting bin Laden, not the entire compound. The NSC told the CIA to begin preparing the necessary legal documents to execute the raid.[56]

The senior management of the CIA was skeptical of the plan, and despite objections, canceled the operation, fearing that the risk to their operatives and financial costs were too high. It is unclear whether or not Clinton was aware of the plan.

As the Counter-terrorism Center continued to track bin Laden, they learned in 1998 that the Saudi government had bin Laden cells within the country that were planning attacks on U.S. forces. CIA Director George Tenet, encouraged by the Saudi's show of force against bin Laden, asked them to assist in the fight against bin Laden. Clinton named Tenet as his informal "personal representative" to work with Saudi Arabia on terrorism. The Saudis promised Tenet that they would do everything they could to convince the Taliban to release bin Laden for trial in America or elsewhere. The Saudi intelligence chief, Prince Turki bin Faisal[image: External link], held various meetings with Taliban chief Mullah Omar[image: External link] and other leaders and received assurance that bin Laden would be removed. Omar, however, reneged on that promise.[48]

On August 7, 1998, Bin Laden struck again, this time with simultaneous bombings on the U.S. embassies in Nairobi, Kenya[image: External link], and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania[image: External link]. (see above) The CIA, having confirmed bin Laden was behind the attack, informed Clinton that terrorist leaders were planning to meet at a camp near Khowst[image: External link], to plan future attacks. According to Tenet, "several hundred," including bin Laden, would attend. On August 20, Clinton ordered cruise missile strikes on Al-Qaeda terrorist training camps in Afghanistan and a pharmaceutical factory in Khartoum, Sudan, where bin Laden was suspected of manufacturing biological weapons. While the military hit their targets, bin Laden was not killed. The CIA estimated that they had missed bin Laden by "a few hours."[53]

At the time of the attacks, Clinton was embroiled in the Lewinsky scandal (see below). This led many Republicans in Congress to accuse the president of "wagging the dog"—launching a military attack simply to distract the public from his personal problems. Clinton and his principals, however, insist that the decision was made solely on the basis of national security.[48]

After the attacks failed, Clinton moved his focus to diplomatic pressure. On the advice of the State Department, Clinton encouraged Pakistan, whose military intelligence agency was a patron of the Taliban, to pressure the Taliban to remove bin Laden. After numerous meetings with Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif[image: External link], the Pakistani's would still not cooperate.[48] Sharif eventually agreed to allow the United States to train Pakistani special forces to find bin Laden. When Sharif was ousted by Pervez Musharraf[image: External link], the plan was abandoned.[57]

After encouragement by Richard Clarke, Clinton issued an executive order in July 1999 declaring the Taliban regime as a state sponsor of terrorism.[58] This was followed in October 1999 by Resolution 1267[image: External link] sponsored by the United States placing economic and travel sanctions on the Taliban.[59] The Taliban, however, stood by bin Laden, and the United States, along with Russia, proposed yet another UN resolution (Resolution 1333[image: External link]), this time imposing an embargo an arms shipments to the Taliban.[60] The move was meant to weaken the Taliban in their fight against the Northern Alliance[image: External link] in their civil strife. However, the resolution did little to limit the illegal flow of arms from Pakistan.[48]

In August 1999, Clinton signed a Memorandum of Notification ordering the CIA to develop another plan to capture bin Laden, and giving the CIA the authority to order bin Laden be killed.[61]

Near the end of 1999, the Clinton administration, working with the government of Jordan, detected and thwarted a planned terrorist attack to detonate bombs at various New Year millennium celebrations around the world. The CIA confirmed that bin Laden was behind the plot, which was disrupted just days before the New Year.[53] While many credited Clinton's new CSG for playing a role in the foiling of these plots, critics claim it was "mostly luck."[62]

The CIA informed Clinton that they feared the thwarted attacks were just part of a larger series of attacks planned for the new year. Clinton asked Clarke and the CSG to draft plans to "deter and disrupt" al Qaeda attacks.[48]

On October 12, 2000, terrorists bombed the USS Cole[image: External link] in the harbor of the Yemeni port of Aden[image: External link]. The attack on the USS Cole  (DDG-67)[image: External link], a U.S. Navy[image: External link] destroyer[image: External link], killed 17 Navy sailors, and there was no clear indication during the last months of Clinton's term of who was responsible.[48] The CIA reported that they had "no definitive answer on [the] crucial question of outside direction of the attack—how and by whom. Clinton did not think it would be wise to launch an attack based on a "preliminary judgment," stating that he would have taken further action had he received definitive intelligence. The CIA was eventually able to confirm bin Laden's involvement with certainty a week after the Bush administration took office.[53]

As Clinton's second term drew to a close, the CSG drafted a comprehensive policy paper entitled "Strategy for Eliminating the Threat from the Jihadist Networks of al Qida: Status and Prospects."[63] The paper outlined a method to "roll back" al Qaeda over "a period of three to five years." Clarke stated that while "continued anti-al Qida operations at the current level will prevent some attacks, [it] will not seriously attrit their ability to plan and conduct attacks." This policy paper was forwarded to the incoming Bush administration.[53]
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 Criticism of Bill Clinton's inaction towards Bin Laden




In the years since September 11, 2001[image: External link], Clinton has been subject to criticism that he failed to capture Osama bin Laden as President. In a September 24, 2006, interview with Fox News[image: External link]' Chris Wallace[image: External link] on Fox News Sunday[image: External link], Clinton challenged his critics. According to Clinton, he faced criticism from various conservatives during his administration for being too obsessed with Bin Laden. Clinton also noted that his administration created the first comprehensive anti-terrorist operation, led by Richard Clarke[image: External link]—whom Clinton accuses the Bush Administration of demoting.[64] Clinton also said he worked hard to try to kill Bin Laden.[65] Former international negotiator and current businessman, financier and media commentator Mansoor Ijaz claimed that from 1996–1998, he had opened up unofficial negotiations with Sudan to lift terrorism sanctions from that country in exchange for intelligence information about the terrorist groups Islamic Jihad[image: External link], Hezbollah[image: External link] and Hamas[image: External link]. He claimed that Sudan was also prepared to offer custody of terrorist mastermind Osama bin Laden, who had been living in the country and launching operations. According to Ijaz, neither Clinton nor National Security Advisor[image: External link] Sandy Berger[image: External link] responded to the situation.[66] Bin Laden later left Sudan and established his operations in Afghanistan under the protection of the Taliban[image: External link] and, with his network, planned out terrorist attacks against American interests worldwide, including attacks on American embassies in Tunisia and Sudan as well as the bombing of the USS Cole[image: External link]. The most infamous were the attacks of September 11, 2001[image: External link] that occurred under Clinton's successor, George W. Bush nine months after Clinton left office. However, the 9/11 Commission Report later found no credible evidence to support the Sudan custody offer as the American Ambassador to the Sudan had no legal basis to ask for custody due to no indictment against Bin Laden:


"Sudan's minister of defense, Fatih Erwa, has claimed that Sudan offered to hand Bin Ladin over to the United States. The Commission has found no credible evidence that this was so. Ambassador Carney had instructions only to push the Sudanese to expel Bin Ladin. Ambassador Carney had no legal basis to ask for more from the Sudanese since, at the time, there was no indictment outstanding."[67]



Clinton acknowledged that, following the bombing on the USS Cole[image: External link], his administration prepared battle plans to execute a military operation in Afghanistan to overthrow the Taliban[image: External link] and search for bin Laden. The plans were never implemented because, according to Clinton, the CIA and FBI refused to certify that bin Laden was responsible for the bombing until after he left office and the military was unable to receive basing rights in Uzbekistan.[68] In relation to Afghanistan, Clinton criticized the Bush Administration when he said "We do have a government that thinks Afghanistan is one-seventh as important as Iraq".[68] Clinton also said that his administration left the plans and a comprehensive anti-terror strategy with the new Bush Administration in January 2001.[64]

In 2014, a September 10, 2001, audio containing Clinton's conservation at a business center at Melbourne, Australia, 10 hours before the 9/11 attacks regarding the topic of terrorism was revealed. In this audio, Clinton stated that according to intelligence agencies, Bin Laden was located in Kandahar, Afghanistan, in December 1998, and thus, a missile strike was proposed. However, he decided not to kill Bin Laden because of conflicting reports of intelligence information to his true whereabouts as well as the potential risk for civilian casualties. He stated that, "I'm just saying, you know, if I were Osama bin Laden—he's a very smart guy, I've spent a lot of time thinking about him—and I nearly got him once." And then he said that, "I nearly got him. And I could have killed him, but I would have to destroy a little town called Kandahar in Afghanistan and kill 300 innocent women and children, and then I would have been no better than him. And so I didn't do it."[69]
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 Other issues




In 1996 Clinton signed the United States onto the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty[image: External link] (CTBT), a landmark international agreement that prohibited all signatory nations from testing nuclear weapons. The following year, he sent the treaty to the Senate for ratification and they rejected it in October 1999. International reaction to the Senate's action was uniformly negative, and the rejection was a political setback for Clinton, who had lobbied actively for its approval. Despite the rejection of the treaty, Clinton promised that the United States would continue to maintain a policy of not testing nuclear weapons, which had been in place since 1992.

Throughout the 1990s, the Congress refused to appropriate funds for the United States to pay its dues to the United Nations. By 1999 the United States owed the UN at least $1 billion in back dues. That same year Clinton reached a compromise with Republicans in Congress to submit more than $800 million in back dues. Republicans in the House of Representatives had insisted that UN debt repayments be accompanied by restrictions on U.S. funding for international groups that lobbied for abortion rights in foreign countries.[70] Clinton had vetoed similar measures in the past, but he agreed to the restrictions when faced with the prospect that the United States would lose its vote in the UN General Assembly[image: External link] for nonpayment of dues.
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Clinton Doctrine






The Clinton Doctrine is not a clear statement in the way that many other United States Presidential doctrines[image: External link] were. However, in a February 26, 1999, speech, President Bill Clinton said the following, which was generally considered to summarize the Clinton Doctrine:[1]


	It's easy ... to say that we really have no interests in who lives in this or that valley in Bosnia[image: External link], or who owns a strip of brushland in the Horn of Africa[image: External link], or some piece of parched earth by the Jordan River[image: External link]. But the true measure of our interests lies not in how small or distant these places are, or in whether we have trouble pronouncing their names. The question we must ask is, what are the consequences to our security of letting conflicts fester and spread. We cannot, indeed, we should not, do everything or be everywhere. But where our values and our interests are at stake, and where we can make a difference, we must be prepared to do so.



Clinton later made statements that augmented the doctrine of interventionism[image: External link]:


	
"Genocide is in and of itself a national interest where we should act" and "we can say to the people of the world, whether you live in Africa[image: External link], or Central Europe[image: External link], or any other place, if somebody comes after innocent civilians and tries to kill them en masse because of their race, their ethnic background or their religion, and it's within our power to stop it, we will stop it."




The Clinton Doctrine was used to justify the American involvement in the Yugoslav Wars[image: External link]. President Clinton was criticized for not intervening to stop the Rwandan Genocide[image: External link] of 1994. Other observers viewed Operation Gothic Serpent[image: External link] in Somalia as a mistake.



TOP
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 National Security Strategy




In Clinton's final National Security Strategy[image: External link], he clarified this doctrine by differentiating between national interests and humanitarian interests.[2] He described national interests as those that:


	...do not affect our national survival, but ... do affect our national well-being and the character of the world in which we live. Important national interests include, for example, regions in which we have a sizable economic stake or commitments to allies, protecting the global environment from severe harm, and crises with a potential to generate substantial and highly destabilizing refugee flows.



Clinton's National Security Strategy provided Bosnia and Kosovo as examples of such interests and stakes. In contrast, it described humanitarian interests as those that force the nation to act:[3]


	because our values demand it. Examples include responding to natural and manmade disasters; promoting human rights and seeking to halt gross violations of those rights; supporting democratization, adherence to the rule of law and civilian control of the military[image: External link]; assisting humanitarian demining; and promoting sustainable development and environmental protection.



The NSS also declared the right of the United States to intervene militarily to secure its "vital interests," which included, "ensuring uninhibited access to key markets, energy supplies, and strategic resources."[4]
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List of federal judges appointed by Bill Clinton






Following is a list of all United States federal judges appointed by President Bill Clinton during his presidency.[1] In total Clinton appointed 373 federal judges, including two Justices to the Supreme Court of the United States, 66 judges to the United States Courts of Appeals[image: External link], and 305 judges to the United States district courts[image: External link].

United States Supreme Court Justices

Main article: Bill Clinton Supreme Court candidates


Speculation abounded over potential Clinton nominations to the Supreme Court even before his presidency officially began, given the advanced ages of several justices. On March 19, 1993, Justice Byron White[image: External link] announced his retirement effective at the end of the Supreme Court's 1992-1993 term.[2] President Clinton announced Ruth Bader Ginsburg as White's replacement on June 15, 1993, and she was confirmed by the United States Senate on August 3, 1993.[3]

On April 6, 1994, Associate Justice Harry Blackmun[image: External link] announced his retirement, which ultimately took effect August 3, 1994.[4] President Clinton announced Stephen Breyer as Blackmun's replacement on May 13, 1994, with the United States Senate confirming Breyer on July 29, 1994.[5]



	#
	Justice
	Seat[image: External link]
	Previous Justice
	State
	Nomination

date
	Confirmation

date
	Confirmation

vote
	Began

service
	Ended

service



	1
	Ginsburg, Ruth BaderRuth Bader Ginsburg
	Seat 6
	Byron White[image: External link]
	New York
	June 22, 1993
	August 3, 1993
	96-3
	August 5, 1993
	Incumbent



	2
	Breyer, StephenStephen Breyer
	Seat 2
	Harry Blackmun[image: External link]
	Massachusetts[image: External link]
	May 17, 1994
	July 29, 1994
	87-9
	August 3, 1994
	Incumbent




Courts of Appeals



	#
	Judge
	Circuit
	Nomination

date
	Confirmation

date
	Confirmation

vote
	Began active

service
	Ended active

service
	Ended senior

status[image: External link]



	1
	Michael, M. BlaneM. Blane Michael[image: External link]
	Fourth
	August 6, 1993
	September 30, 1993
	voice vote
	October 1, 1993
	March 25, 2011
	–



	2
	Leval, Pierre N.Pierre N. Leval[image: External link]
	Second
	August 6, 1993
	October 18, 1993
	voice vote
	October 20, 1993
	August 16, 2002
	Incumbent



	3
	Daughtrey, Martha CraigMartha Craig Daughtrey[image: External link]
	Sixth[image: External link]
	August 6, 1993
	November 20, 1993
	voice vote
	November 22, 1993
	January 1, 2009
	Incumbent



	4
	Rogers, Judith Ann WilsonJudith Ann Wilson Rogers[image: External link]
	D.C. Cir.[image: External link]
	November 17, 1993
	March 10, 1994
	voice vote
	March 11, 1994
	Incumbent
	–



	5
	Barkett, RosemaryRosemary Barkett[image: External link]
	Eleventh[image: External link]
	September 24, 1993
	April 14, 1994
	61-37
	April 15, 1994
	September 30, 2013
	–



	6
	Benavides, FortunatoFortunato Benavides[image: External link]
	Fifth[image: External link]
	January 27, 1994
	May 6, 1994
	voice vote
	May 9, 1994
	February 3, 2012
	Incumbent



	7
	Stewart, Carl E.Carl E. Stewart[image: External link]
	Fifth[image: External link]
	January 27, 1994
	May 6, 1994
	voice vote
	May 9, 1994
	Incumbent
	–



	8
	Henry, Robert HarlanRobert Harlan Henry[image: External link]
	Tenth[image: External link]
	February 9, 1994
	May 6, 1994
	voice vote
	May 9, 1994
	June 30, 2010
	–



	9
	Cabranes, José A.José A. Cabranes[image: External link]
	Second
	May 24, 1994
	August 9, 1994
	voice vote
	August 10, 1994
	Incumbent
	–



	10
	McKee, TheodoreTheodore McKee[image: External link]
	Third[image: External link]
	March 22, 1994
	June 8, 1994
	voice vote
	June 9, 1994
	Incumbent
	–



	11
	Parker, Robert ManleyRobert Manley Parker[image: External link]
	Fifth[image: External link]
	January 27, 1994
	June 15, 1994
	voice vote
	June 16, 1994
	November 1, 2002
	–



	12
	Motz, Diana GribbonDiana Gribbon Motz[image: External link]
	Fourth
	January 27, 1994
	June 15, 1994
	voice vote
	June 16, 1994
	Incumbent
	–



	13
	Calabresi, GuidoGuido Calabresi[image: External link]
	Second
	February 9, 1994
	July 18, 1994
	voice vote
	July 21, 1994
	July 21, 2009
	Incumbent



	14
	Hawkins, Michael DalyMichael Daly Hawkins[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	July 13, 1994
	September 14, 1994
	voice vote
	September 15, 1994
	February 12, 2010
	Incumbent



	15
	Bryson, William CurtisWilliam Curtis Bryson[image: External link]
	Fed. Cir.[image: External link]
	June 22, 1994
	September 28, 1994
	voice vote
	September 29, 1994
	January 7, 2013
	Incumbent



	16
	Sarokin, H. LeeH. Lee Sarokin[image: External link]
	Third[image: External link]
	May 5, 1994
	October 4, 1994
	63-35
	October 5, 1994
	July 31, 1996
	–



	17
	Tatel, David S.David S. Tatel[image: External link]
	D.C. Cir.[image: External link]
	June 20, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 7, 1994
	Incumbent
	–



	18
	Murphy, Diana E.Diana E. Murphy[image: External link]
	Eighth[image: External link]
	July 28, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 11, 1994
	November 29, 2016
	Incumbent



	19
	Parker, Fred I.Fred I. Parker[image: External link]
	Second
	August 25, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 11, 1994
	August 12, 2003
	–



	20
	Lynch, SandraSandra Lynch[image: External link]
	First[image: External link]
	January 11, 1995[Rn 1]
	March 17, 1995
	voice vote
	March 17, 1995
	Incumbent
	–



	21
	Moore, Karen NelsonKaren Nelson Moore[image: External link]
	Sixth[image: External link]
	January 24, 1995[Rn 2]
	March 24, 1995
	voice vote
	March 24, 1995
	Incumbent
	–



	22
	Briscoe, Mary BeckMary Beck Briscoe[image: External link]
	Tenth[image: External link]
	March 14, 1995
	May 25, 1995
	voice vote
	May 26, 1995
	Incumbent
	–



	23
	Lucero, Carlos F.Carlos F. Lucero[image: External link]
	Tenth[image: External link]
	March 23, 1995
	June 30, 1995
	voice vote
	June 30, 1995
	Incumbent
	–



	24
	Wood, DianeDiane Wood[image: External link]
	Seventh
	March 31, 1995
	June 30, 1995
	voice vote
	June 30, 1995
	Incumbent
	–



	25
	Evans, Terence T.Terence T. Evans[image: External link]
	Seventh
	April 25, 1995
	August 11, 1995
	voice vote
	August 11, 1995
	January 7, 2010
	August 10, 2011



	26
	Murphy, Michael R.Michael R. Murphy[image: External link]
	Tenth[image: External link]
	July 25, 1995
	August 11, 1995
	voice vote
	August 14, 1995
	December 31, 2012
	Incumbent



	27
	Dennis, James L.James L. Dennis[image: External link]
	Fifth[image: External link]
	January 31, 1995[Rn 3]
	September 28, 1995
	voice vote
	October 2, 1995
	Incumbent
	–



	28
	Cole, Jr., Ransey GuyRansey Guy Cole, Jr.[image: External link]
	Sixth[image: External link]
	June 29, 1995
	December 22, 1995
	voice vote
	December 26, 1995
	Incumbent
	–



	29
	Tashima, A. WallaceA. Wallace Tashima[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	April 6, 1995
	January 2, 1996
	voice vote
	January 4, 1996
	June 30, 2004
	Incumbent



	30
	Thomas, Sidney RunyanSidney Runyan Thomas[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	July 19, 1995
	January 2, 1996
	voice vote
	January 4, 1996
	Incumbent
	–



	31
	Garland, Merrick B.Merrick B. Garland[image: External link]
	D.C. Cir.[image: External link]
	January 7, 1997[Rn 4]
	March 19, 1997
	76-23
	March 20, 1997
	Incumbent
	–



	32
	Clay, Eric L.Eric L. Clay[image: External link]
	Sixth[image: External link]
	May 7, 1997[Rn 5]
	July 31, 1997
	voice vote
	August 1, 1997
	Incumbent
	–



	33
	Gajarsa, Arthur J.Arthur J. Gajarsa[image: External link]
	Fed. Cir.[image: External link]
	January 7, 1997[Rn 6]
	July 31, 1997
	voice vote
	August 1, 1997
	July 31, 2011
	June 30, 2012



	34
	Hull, Frank M.Frank M. Hull[image: External link]
	Eleventh[image: External link]
	June 18, 1997
	September 4, 1997
	96-0
	September 18, 1997
	Incumbent
	–



	35
	Rendell, MarjorieMarjorie Rendell[image: External link]
	Third[image: External link]
	January 7, 1997
	September 26, 1997
	voice vote
	September 29, 1997
	July 1, 2015
	Incumbent



	36
	Gilman, Ronald LeeRonald Lee Gilman[image: External link]
	Sixth[image: External link]
	July 16, 1997
	November 6, 1997
	98-1
	November 7, 1997
	November 21, 2010
	Incumbent



	37
	Marcus, StanleyStanley Marcus[image: External link]
	Eleventh[image: External link]
	September 25, 1997
	November 7, 1997
	voice vote
	November 12, 1997
	Incumbent
	–



	38
	Silverman, Barry G.Barry G. Silverman[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	November 8, 1997
	January 28, 1998
	voice vote
	February 4, 1998
	October 11, 2016
	Incumbent



	39
	Graber, Susan P.Susan P. Graber[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	July 30, 1997
	March 17, 1998
	98-0
	March 19, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	40
	McKeown, M. MargaretM. Margaret McKeown[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	January 7, 1997[Rn 7]
	March 27, 1998
	80-11
	April 8, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	41
	Lipez, KermitKermit Lipez[image: External link]
	First[image: External link]
	October 20, 1997
	April 2, 1998
	voice vote
	April 7, 1998
	December 31, 2011
	Incumbent



	42
	Straub, Chester J.Chester J. Straub[image: External link]
	Second
	February 11, 1998
	June 1, 1998
	voice vote
	June 3, 1998
	July 16, 2008
	Incumbent



	43
	Pooler, Rosemary S.Rosemary S. Pooler[image: External link]
	Second
	November 6, 1997
	June 2, 1998
	voice vote
	June 3, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	44
	Sack, Robert D.Robert D. Sack[image: External link]
	Second
	November 6, 1997
	June 15, 1998
	voice vote
	June 16, 1998
	August 6, 2009
	Incumbent



	45
	Kelly, John DavidJohn David Kelly[image: External link]
	Eighth[image: External link]
	January 27, 1998
	July 31, 1998
	voice vote
	August 3, 1998
	October 21, 1998
	–



	46
	Wardlaw, Kim McLaneKim McLane Wardlaw[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	January 27, 1998
	July 31, 1998
	voice vote
	August 3, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	47
	Traxler, Jr., William ByrdWilliam Byrd Traxler, Jr.[image: External link]
	Fourth
	July 10, 1998
	September 28, 1998
	voice vote
	October 1, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	48
	Sotomayor, SoniaSonia Sotomayor
	Second
	June 25, 1997
	October 2, 1998
	67-29
	October 7, 1998
	August 7, 2009
	–



	49
	Fletcher, William A.William A. Fletcher[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	January 7, 1997[Rn 8]
	October 8, 1998
	57-41
	October 9, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	50
	King, Robert BruceRobert Bruce King[image: External link]
	Fourth
	June 24, 1998
	October 8, 1998
	voice vote
	October 9, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	51
	Katzmann, RobertRobert Katzmann[image: External link]
	Second
	March 8, 1999
	July 14, 1999
	voice vote
	July 16, 1999
	Incumbent
	–



	52
	Wilson, Charles R.Charles R. Wilson[image: External link]
	Eleventh[image: External link]
	May 27, 1999
	July 30, 1999
	voice vote
	August 9, 1999
	Incumbent
	–



	53
	Barry, Maryanne TrumpMaryanne Trump Barry[image: External link]
	Third[image: External link]
	June 17, 1999
	September 13, 1999
	voice vote
	September 22, 1999
	June 30, 2011
	Incumbent



	54
	Fisher, Raymond C.Raymond C. Fisher[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	March 15, 1999
	October 5, 1999
	69-29
	October 12, 1999
	April 1, 2013
	Incumbent



	55
	Williams, Ann ClaireAnn Claire Williams
	Seventh
	August 5, 1999
	November 10, 1999
	voice vote
	November 15, 1999
	Incumbent
	–



	56
	Gould, Ronald M.Ronald M. Gould[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	January 26, 1999[Rn 9]
	November 17, 1999
	voice vote
	November 22, 1999
	Incumbent
	–



	57
	Linn, RichardRichard Linn[image: External link]
	Fed. Cir.[image: External link]
	September 28, 1999
	November 19, 1999
	voice vote
	November 22, 1999
	October 31, 2012
	Incumbent



	58
	Ambro, Thomas L.Thomas L. Ambro[image: External link]
	Third[image: External link]
	September 28, 1999
	February 10, 2000
	96-2
	February 16, 2000
	Incumbent
	–



	59
	Bye, Kermit EdwardKermit Edward Bye[image: External link]
	Eighth[image: External link]
	April 22, 1999
	February 24, 2000
	98-0
	March 9, 2000
	April 22, 2015
	September 1, 2016



	60
	Fuentes, Julio M.Julio M. Fuentes[image: External link]
	Third[image: External link]
	March 8, 1999
	March 7, 2000
	93-0
	March 9, 2000
	July 18, 2016
	Incumbent



	61
	Berzon, Marsha S.Marsha S. Berzon[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	January 26, 1999[Rn 10]
	March 9, 2000
	64-34
	March 16, 2000
	Incumbent
	–



	62
	Paez, RichardRichard Paez[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	January 26, 1999[Rn 11]
	March 9, 2000
	59-39
	March 14, 2000
	Incumbent
	–



	63
	Dyk, Timothy B.Timothy B. Dyk[image: External link]
	Fed. Cir.[image: External link]
	January 26, 1999[Rn 12]
	May 24, 2000
	74-25
	May 25, 2000
	Incumbent
	–



	64
	Tallman, RichardRichard Tallman[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	October 20, 1999
	May 24, 2000
	voice vote
	May 25, 2000
	Incumbent
	–



	65
	Rawlinson, Johnnie B.Johnnie B. Rawlinson[image: External link]
	Ninth[image: External link]
	February 22, 2000
	July 21, 2000
	voice vote
	July 26, 2000
	Incumbent
	–



	66
	Gregory, RogerRoger Gregory
	Fourth
	– [Rn 13]
	N/A
	N/A
	December 27, 2000[6]
	Incumbent
	–
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	Judge
	Court
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	Nomination

date
	Confirmation

date
	Confirmation

vote
	Began active

service
	Ended active

service
	Ended senior

status[image: External link]



	1
	Coffman, Jennifer B.Jennifer B. Coffman[image: External link]
	E.D. Ky.[image: External link]

W.D. Ky.[image: External link]
	August 6, 1993
	September 30, 1993
	voice vote
	October 1, 1993
	January 8, 2013
	–



	2
	Vázquez, MarthaMartha Vázquez[image: External link]
	D.N.M.[image: External link]
	August 6, 1993
	September 30, 1993
	voice vote
	October 1, 1993
	Incumbent
	–



	3
	Wilson, Billy RoyBilly Roy Wilson[image: External link]
	E.D. Ark.[image: External link]
	August 6, 1993
	September 30, 1993
	voice vote
	October 1, 1993
	October 1, 2008
	Incumbent



	4
	Brinkema, LeonieLeonie Brinkema[image: External link]
	E.D. Va.[image: External link]
	August 6, 1993
	October 18, 1993
	voice vote
	October 20, 1993
	Incumbent
	–



	5
	Chasanow, Deborah K.Deborah K. Chasanow[image: External link]
	D. Md.[image: External link]
	August 6, 1993
	October 18, 1993
	voice vote
	October 20, 1993
	October 3, 2014
	Incumbent



	6
	Messitte, Peter JoPeter Jo Messitte[image: External link]
	D. Md.[image: External link]
	August 6, 1993
	October 18, 1993
	voice vote
	October 20, 1993
	September 1, 2008
	Incumbent



	7
	Adams, Jr., Henry LeeHenry Lee Adams, Jr.[image: External link]
	M.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	October 29, 1993
	November 20, 1993
	voice vote
	November 24, 1993
	April 8, 2010
	Incumbent



	8
	Ambrose, Donetta W.Donetta W. Ambrose[image: External link]
	W.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	October 25, 1993
	November 20, 1993
	voice vote
	November 24, 1993
	November 5, 2010
	Incumbent



	9
	Barnes, Harry F.Harry F. Barnes[image: External link]
	W.D. Ark.[image: External link]
	October 27, 1993
	November 20, 1993
	voice vote
	November 22, 1993
	November 1, 2008
	Incumbent



	10
	Bucklew, Susan C.Susan C. Bucklew[image: External link]
	M.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	October 29, 1993
	November 20, 1993
	voice vote
	November 24, 1993
	August 1, 2008
	Incumbent



	11
	Ferguson, Wilkie D.Wilkie D. Ferguson[image: External link]
	S.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	October 25, 1993
	November 20, 1993
	voice vote
	November 22, 1993
	June 9, 2003
	–



	12
	Hagen, David WarnerDavid Warner Hagen[image: External link]
	D. Nev.[image: External link]
	October 7, 1993
	November 20, 1993
	voice vote
	November 22, 1993
	November 28, 2003
	March 31, 2005



	13
	Jackson, Raymond AlvinRaymond Alvin Jackson[image: External link]
	E.D. Va.[image: External link]
	September 24, 1993
	November 20, 1993
	voice vote
	November 22, 1993
	Incumbent
	–



	14
	Lancaster, Gary L.Gary L. Lancaster[image: External link]
	W.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	October 25, 1993
	November 20, 1993
	voice vote
	November 24, 1993
	April 24, 2013
	–



	15
	Lindsay, Reginald C.Reginald C. Lindsay[image: External link]
	D. Mass.[image: External link]
	October 27, 1993
	November 20, 1993
	voice vote
	November 24, 1993
	March 12, 2009
	–



	16
	Piersol, Lawrence L.Lawrence L. Piersol[image: External link]
	D.S.D.[image: External link]
	August 6, 1993
	November 20, 1993
	voice vote
	November 22, 1993
	July 31, 2009
	Incumbent



	17
	Saris, Patti B.Patti B. Saris[image: External link]
	D. Mass.[image: External link]
	October 27, 1993
	November 20, 1993
	voice vote
	November 24, 1993
	Incumbent
	–



	18
	Schwartz, Allen G.Allen G. Schwartz[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	October 27, 1993
	November 20, 1993
	voice vote
	November 22, 1993
	March 22, 2003
	–



	19
	Seybert, JoannaJoanna Seybert[image: External link]
	E.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	September 24, 1993
	November 20, 1993
	voice vote
	November 24, 1993
	January 13, 2014
	Incumbent



	20
	Shanahan, Thomas MichaelThomas Michael Shanahan[image: External link]
	D. Neb.[image: External link]
	August 6, 1993
	November 20, 1993
	voice vote
	November 22, 1993
	May 5, 2004
	December 27, 2011



	21
	Shaw, Charles AlexanderCharles Alexander Shaw[image: External link]
	E.D. Mo.[image: External link]
	October 25, 1993
	November 20, 1993
	voice vote
	November 22, 1993
	December 31, 2009
	Incumbent



	22
	Stearns, Richard GayloreRichard Gaylore Stearns[image: External link]
	D. Mass.[image: External link]
	October 27, 1993
	November 20, 1993
	voice vote
	November 24, 1993
	Incumbent
	–



	23
	Trager, David G.David G. Trager[image: External link]
	E.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	August 6, 1993
	November 20, 1993
	voice vote
	November 24, 1993
	March 1, 2006
	January 5, 2011



	24
	Wilken, Claudia AnnClaudia Ann Wilken[image: External link]
	N.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	October 7, 1993
	November 20, 1993
	voice vote
	November 22, 1993
	Incumbent
	–



	25
	Gertner, NancyNancy Gertner[image: External link]
	D. Mass.[image: External link]
	October 27, 1993
	February 10, 1994
	voice vote
	February 14, 1994
	May 22, 2011
	September 1, 2011



	26
	Melancon, Tucker L.Tucker L. Melancon[image: External link]
	W.D. La.[image: External link]
	November 18, 1993
	February 10, 1994
	voice vote
	February 11, 1994
	February 14, 2009
	Incumbent



	27
	Ponsor, MichaelMichael Ponsor[image: External link]
	D. Mass.[image: External link]
	November 19, 1993
	February 10, 1994
	voice vote
	February 14, 1994
	August 15, 2011
	Incumbent



	28
	Rendell, MarjorieMarjorie Rendell[image: External link]
	E.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	November 19, 1993
	February 10, 1994
	voice vote
	February 11, 1994
	November 20, 1997
	–



	29
	Vanaskie, Thomas I.Thomas I. Vanaskie[image: External link]
	M.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	November 17, 1993
	February 10, 1994
	voice vote
	February 11, 1994
	April 22, 2010
	–



	30
	Wells, Lesley B.Lesley B. Wells[image: External link]
	N.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	November 19, 1993
	February 10, 1994
	voice vote
	February 11, 1994
	February 14, 2006
	October 2, 2015



	31
	Berrigan, Helen GingerHelen Ginger Berrigan[image: External link]
	E.D. La.[image: External link]
	November 18, 1993
	March 10, 1994
	voice vote
	March 10, 1994
	August 23, 2016
	Incumbent



	32
	Biery, Jr., Samuel FrederickSamuel Frederick Biery, Jr.[image: External link]
	W.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	November 19, 1993
	March 10, 1994
	voice vote
	March 11, 1994
	Incumbent
	–



	33
	Currie, Cameron McGowanCameron McGowan Currie[image: External link]
	D.S.C.[image: External link]
	January 27, 1994
	March 10, 1994
	voice vote
	March 11, 1994
	October 3, 2013
	Incumbent



	34
	Furgeson, Jr., William RoyalWilliam Royal Furgeson, Jr.[image: External link]
	W.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	November 19, 1993
	March 10, 1994
	voice vote
	March 11, 1994
	November 30, 2008
	May 31, 2013



	35
	Garcia, Orlando LuisOrlando Luis Garcia[image: External link]
	W.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	November 19, 1993
	March 10, 1994
	voice vote
	March 11, 1994
	Incumbent
	–



	36
	Hurley, Daniel T. K.Daniel T. K. Hurley[image: External link]
	S.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	November 10, 1993
	March 10, 1994
	voice vote
	March 11, 1994
	February 24, 2009
	Incumbent



	37
	Jack, Janis GrahamJanis Graham Jack[image: External link]
	S.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	November 19, 1993
	March 10, 1994
	voice vote
	March 11, 1994
	June 1, 2011
	Incumbent



	38
	Hannah, Jr., John H.John H. Hannah, Jr.[image: External link]
	E.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	November 19, 1993
	March 10, 1994
	voice vote
	March 11, 1994
	December 4, 2003
	–



	39
	Burgess, Franklin D.Franklin D. Burgess[image: External link]
	W.D. Wash.[image: External link]
	November 19, 1993
	March 25, 1994
	voice vote
	March 28, 1994
	March 9, 2005
	March 26, 2010



	40
	Davis, Michael J.Michael J. Davis[image: External link]
	D. Minn.[image: External link]
	November 19, 1993
	March 25, 1994
	voice vote
	March 28, 1994
	August 1, 2015
	Incumbent



	41
	Haggerty, Ancer L.Ancer L. Haggerty[image: External link]
	D. Or.[image: External link]
	November 19, 1993
	March 25, 1994
	voice vote
	March 28, 1994
	August 26, 2009
	Incumbent



	42
	Batts, DeborahDeborah Batts
	S.D.N.Y.
	January 27, 1994
	May 6, 1994
	voice vote
	May 9, 1994
	April 13, 2012
	Incumbent



	43
	Carr, James G.James G. Carr[image: External link]
	N.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	January 27, 1994
	May 6, 1994
	voice vote
	May 9, 1994
	June 1, 2010
	Incumbent



	44
	Castillo, RubenRuben Castillo[image: External link]
	N.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	January 27, 1994
	May 6, 1994
	voice vote
	May 9, 1994
	Incumbent
	–



	45
	Collins, Audrey B.Audrey B. Collins[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 27, 1994
	May 6, 1994
	voice vote
	May 9, 1994
	August 1, 2014
	–



	46
	Cooper, ClarenceClarence Cooper[image: External link]
	N.D. Ga.[image: External link]
	March 9, 1994
	May 6, 1994
	voice vote
	May 9, 1994
	February 9, 2009
	Incumbent



	47
	Hull, Frank M.Frank M. Hull[image: External link]
	N.D. Ga.[image: External link]
	February 9, 1994
	May 6, 1994
	voice vote
	May 9, 1994
	October 2, 1997
	–



	48
	Lisi, Mary M.Mary M. Lisi[image: External link]
	D.R.I.[image: External link]
	January 27, 1994
	May 6, 1994
	voice vote
	May 9, 1994
	October 1, 2015
	Incumbent



	49
	Oliver, Jr., SolomonSolomon Oliver, Jr.[image: External link]
	N.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	March 9, 1994
	May 6, 1994
	voice vote
	May 9, 1994
	Incumbent
	–



	50
	Sands, Willie LouisWillie Louis Sands[image: External link]
	M.D. Ga.[image: External link]
	February 9, 1994
	May 6, 1994
	voice vote
	May 9, 1994
	April 12, 2014
	Incumbent



	51
	Burrage, MichaelMichael Burrage[image: External link]
	W.D. Okla.[image: External link]

N.D. Okla.[image: External link]

E.D. Okla.[image: External link]
	March 9, 1994
	June 8, 1994
	voice vote
	June 9, 1994
	March 1, 2001
	–



	52
	Gilmore, VanessaVanessa Gilmore[image: External link]
	S.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	March 22, 1994
	June 8, 1994
	voice vote
	June 9, 1994
	Incumbent
	–



	53
	Kern, Terence C.Terence C. Kern[image: External link]
	N.D. Okla.[image: External link]
	March 9, 1994
	June 8, 1994
	voice vote
	June 9, 1994
	January 4, 2010
	Incumbent



	54
	Downes, William F.William F. Downes[image: External link]
	D. Wyo.[image: External link]
	May 5, 1994
	June 15, 1994
	voice vote
	June 16, 1994
	July 24, 2011
	–



	55
	Friedman, Paul L.Paul L. Friedman[image: External link]
	D.D.C.[image: External link]
	March 22, 1994
	June 15, 1994
	voice vote
	June 16, 1994
	December 31, 2009
	Incumbent



	56
	Hood, Denise PageDenise Page Hood[image: External link]
	E.D. Mich.[image: External link]
	March 9, 1994
	June 15, 1994
	voice vote
	June 16, 1994
	Incumbent
	–



	57
	Kessler, GladysGladys Kessler[image: External link]
	D.D.C.[image: External link]
	March 22, 1994
	June 15, 1994
	voice vote
	June 16, 1994
	January 22, 2007
	Incumbent



	58
	Paez, RichardRichard Paez[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	March 9, 1994
	June 15, 1994
	voice vote
	June 16, 1994
	March 17, 2000
	–



	59
	Sullivan, Emmet G.Emmet G. Sullivan[image: External link]
	D.D.C.[image: External link]
	March 22, 1994
	June 15, 1994
	voice vote
	June 16, 1994
	Incumbent
	–



	60
	Urbina, Ricardo M.Ricardo M. Urbina[image: External link]
	D.D.C.[image: External link]
	March 22, 1994
	June 15, 1994
	voice vote
	June 16, 1994
	January 31, 2011
	May 31, 2012



	61
	Baer, Jr., HaroldHarold Baer, Jr.[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	April 26, 1994
	August 9, 1994
	voice vote
	August 10, 1994
	September 8, 2004
	May 27, 2014



	62
	Bennett, Mark W.Mark W. Bennett[image: External link]
	N.D. Iowa[image: External link]
	June 21, 1994
	August 9, 1994
	voice vote
	August 26, 1994
	June 4, 2015
	Incumbent



	63
	Borman, Paul D.Paul D. Borman[image: External link]
	E.D. Mich.[image: External link]
	March 24, 1994
	August 9, 1994
	voice vote
	August 10, 1994
	Incumbent
	–



	64
	Chin, DennyDenny Chin[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	March 24, 1994
	August 9, 1994
	voice vote
	August 10, 1994
	April 23, 2010
	–



	65
	Cote, DeniseDenise Cote[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	April 26, 1994
	August 9, 1994
	voice vote
	August 10, 1994
	December 15, 2011
	Incumbent



	66
	Kaplan, Lewis A.Lewis A. Kaplan[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	May 5, 1994
	August 9, 1994
	voice vote
	August 10, 1994
	February 1, 2011
	Incumbent



	67
	Koeltl, John G.John G. Koeltl[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	April 26, 1994
	August 9, 1994
	voice vote
	August 10, 1994
	Incumbent
	–



	68
	Manning, Blanche M.Blanche M. Manning[image: External link]
	N.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	May 5, 1994
	August 9, 1994
	voice vote
	August 10, 1994
	February 1, 2010
	Incumbent



	69
	Pooler, Rosemary S.Rosemary S. Pooler[image: External link]
	N.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	April 26, 1994
	August 9, 1994
	voice vote
	August 10, 1994
	June 9, 1998
	–



	70
	Williams, Jr., AlexanderAlexander Williams, Jr.[image: External link]
	D. Md.[image: External link]
	August 6, 1993
	August 17, 1994
	voice vote
	August 18, 1994
	May 8, 2013
	January 3, 2014



	71
	Jones, Jr., Napoleon A.Napoleon A. Jones, Jr.[image: External link]
	S.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	June 8, 1994
	September 14, 1994
	voice vote
	September 15, 1994
	September 19, 2007
	December 12, 2009



	72
	O'Meara, John CorbettJohn Corbett O'Meara[image: External link]
	E.D. Mich.[image: External link]
	April 26, 1994
	September 14, 1994
	voice vote
	September 15, 1994
	January 1, 2007
	Incumbent



	73
	Parker, Jr., Barrington DanielsBarrington Daniels Parker, Jr.[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	April 26, 1994
	September 14, 1994
	voice vote
	September 15, 1994
	October 18, 2001
	–



	74
	Timlin, RobertRobert Timlin[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	April 26, 1994
	September 14, 1994
	voice vote
	September 15, 1994
	February 1, 2005
	January 17, 2017



	75
	Block, FredericFrederic Block[image: External link]
	E.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	July 22, 1994
	September 28, 1994
	voice vote
	September 29, 1994
	September 1, 2005
	Incumbent



	76
	Casellas, Salvador E.Salvador E. Casellas[image: External link]
	D.P.R.[image: External link]
	June 21, 1994
	September 28, 1994
	voice vote
	September 29, 1994
	June 10, 2005
	Incumbent



	77
	Chatigny, Robert N.Robert N. Chatigny[image: External link]
	D. Conn.[image: External link]
	August 5, 1994
	September 28, 1994
	voice vote
	September 29, 1994
	January 1, 2017
	Incumbent



	78
	Dominguez, Daniel R.Daniel R. Dominguez[image: External link]
	D.P.R.[image: External link]
	June 21, 1994
	September 28, 1994
	voice vote
	September 29, 1994
	July 31, 2011
	Incumbent



	79
	Duval, Jr., Stanwood R.Stanwood R. Duval, Jr.[image: External link]
	E.D. La.[image: External link]
	July 15, 1994
	September 28, 1994
	voice vote
	September 29, 1994
	December 15, 2008
	January 31, 2017



	80
	Gleeson, JohnJohn Gleeson[image: External link]
	E.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	July 22, 1994
	September 28, 1994
	voice vote
	September 29, 1994
	March 9, 2016
	–



	81
	Ross, Allyne R.Allyne R. Ross[image: External link]
	E.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	July 22, 1994
	September 28, 1994
	voice vote
	September 29, 1994
	April 5, 2011
	Incumbent



	82
	Scheindlin, ShiraShira Scheindlin[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	July 28, 1994
	September 28, 1994
	voice vote
	September 29, 1994
	August 16, 2011
	April 29, 2016



	83
	Vance, Sarah S.Sarah S. Vance[image: External link]
	E.D. La.[image: External link]
	June 8, 1994
	September 28, 1994
	voice vote
	September 29, 1994
	Incumbent
	–



	84
	Beaty, Jr., James A.James A. Beaty, Jr.[image: External link]
	M.D.N.C.[image: External link]
	August 25, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 11, 1994
	June 30, 2014
	Incumbent



	85
	Briones, DavidDavid Briones[image: External link]
	W.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	August 25, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 11, 1994
	February 26, 2009
	Incumbent



	86
	Bucklo, Elaine E.Elaine E. Bucklo[image: External link]
	N.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	August 16, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 11, 1994
	October 31, 2009
	Incumbent



	87
	Cindrich, Robert J.Robert J. Cindrich[image: External link]
	W.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	August 12, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 7, 1994
	January 30, 2004
	–



	88
	Coar, David H.David H. Coar[image: External link]
	N.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	August 16, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 7, 1994
	August 12, 2009
	December 31, 2010



	89
	Gettleman, Robert WilliamRobert William Gettleman[image: External link]
	N.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	August 16, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 11, 1994
	May 5, 2009
	Incumbent



	90
	Gillmor, Helen W.Helen W. Gillmor[image: External link]
	D. Haw.[image: External link]
	August 25, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 11, 1994
	June 30, 2009
	Incumbent



	91
	Hamilton, DavidDavid Hamilton[image: External link]
	S.D. Ind.[image: External link]
	June 8, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 11, 1994
	November 24, 2009
	–



	92
	Holmes, Sven ErikSven Erik Holmes[image: External link]
	N.D. Okla.[image: External link]
	September 22, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	November 21, 1994
	March 13, 2005
	–



	93
	Jones II, OklaOkla Jones II[image: External link]
	E.D. La.[image: External link]
	August 25, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 11, 1994
	January 8, 1996
	–



	94
	Katz, David A.David A. Katz[image: External link]
	N.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	August 12, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 11, 1994
	January 1, 2005
	July 26, 2016



	95
	McLaughlin, Sean J.Sean J. McLaughlin[image: External link]
	W.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	August 12, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 11, 1994
	August 16, 2013
	–



	96
	Miles-LaGrange, VickiVicki Miles-LaGrange[image: External link]
	W.D. Okla.[image: External link]
	September 22, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	November 28, 1994
	Incumbent
	–



	97
	Moore, Jr., William TheodoreWilliam Theodore Moore, Jr.[image: External link]
	S.D. Ga.[image: External link]
	July 13, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 11, 1994
	February 28, 2017
	Incumbent



	98
	O'Malley, Kathleen M.Kathleen M. O'Malley[image: External link]
	N.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	September 20, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 12, 1994
	December 27, 2010
	–



	99
	Perry, Catherine D.Catherine D. Perry[image: External link]
	E.D. Mo.[image: External link]
	July 15, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 7, 1994
	Incumbent
	–



	100
	Porteous, Jr., G. ThomasG. Thomas Porteous, Jr.[image: External link]
	E.D. La.[image: External link]
	August 25, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 11, 1994
	December 8, 2010
	–



	101
	Riley, Paul E.Paul E. Riley[image: External link]
	S.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	August 16, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 7, 1994
	October 11, 2001
	–



	102
	Robertson, JamesJames Robertson[image: External link]
	D.D.C.[image: External link]
	September 14, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 11, 1994
	December 31, 2008
	June 1, 2010



	103
	Russell, Thomas B.Thomas B. Russell[image: External link]
	W.D. Ky.[image: External link]
	September 14, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 11, 1994
	November 15, 2011
	Incumbent



	104
	Silver, Roslyn O.Roslyn O. Silver[image: External link]
	D. Ariz.[image: External link]
	September 14, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 11, 1994
	September 3, 2013
	Incumbent



	105
	Squatrito, Dominic J.Dominic J. Squatrito[image: External link]
	D. Conn.[image: External link]
	July 28, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 7, 1994
	November 1, 2004
	Incumbent



	106
	Thompson, Alvin W.Alvin W. Thompson[image: External link]
	D. Conn.[image: External link]
	September 14, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 11, 1994
	Incumbent
	–



	107
	Walls, William H.William H. Walls[image: External link]
	D.N.J.[image: External link]
	September 14, 1994
	October 7, 1994
	voice vote
	October 11, 1994
	January 31, 2005
	Incumbent



	108
	Folsom, DavidDavid Folsom[image: External link]
	E.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	January 11, 1995[Rn 14]
	March 17, 1995
	voice vote
	March 17, 1995
	March 17, 2012
	–



	109
	Heartfield, ThadThad Heartfield[image: External link]
	E.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	January 11, 1995[Rn 14]
	March 17, 1995
	voice vote
	March 17, 1995
	January 1, 2010
	Incumbent



	110
	Stein, Sidney H.Sidney H. Stein[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	January 11, 1995[Rn 1]
	March 17, 1995
	voice vote
	March 17, 1995
	September 1, 2010
	Incumbent



	111
	Thornburg, LacyLacy Thornburg[image: External link]
	W.D.N.C.[image: External link]
	January 11, 1995[Rn 14]
	March 17, 1995
	voice vote
	March 17, 1995
	August 31, 2009
	–



	112
	Arterton, Janet BondJanet Bond Arterton[image: External link]
	D. Conn.[image: External link]
	January 23, 1995
	March 24, 1995
	voice vote
	March 24, 1995
	July 1, 2014
	Incumbent



	113
	Hunt, Jr., Willis B.Willis B. Hunt, Jr.[image: External link]
	N.D. Ga.[image: External link]
	January 23, 1995
	March 24, 1995
	voice vote
	March 24, 1995
	June 30, 2005
	Incumbent



	114
	Kornmann, Charles B.Charles B. Kornmann[image: External link]
	D.S.D.[image: External link]
	January 23, 1995
	March 24, 1995
	voice vote
	March 24, 1995
	July 31, 2008
	Incumbent



	115
	Chesney, Maxine M.Maxine M. Chesney[image: External link]
	N.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 24, 1995[Rn 2]
	May 8, 1995
	voice vote
	May 10, 1995
	June 30, 2009
	Incumbent



	116
	Collier, Curtis LynnCurtis Lynn Collier[image: External link]
	E.D. Tenn.[image: External link]
	February 13, 1995
	May 8, 1995
	voice vote
	May 10, 1995
	October 31, 2014
	Incumbent



	117
	Fallon, Eldon E.Eldon E. Fallon[image: External link]
	E.D. La.[image: External link]
	February 3, 1995
	May 8, 1995
	voice vote
	May 10, 1995
	Incumbent
	–



	118
	Goodwin, Joseph RobertJoseph Robert Goodwin[image: External link]
	S.D.W.Va.[image: External link]
	February 28, 1995
	May 8, 1995
	voice vote
	May 10, 1995
	Incumbent
	–



	119
	Illston, SusanSusan Illston[image: External link]
	N.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 23, 1995
	May 25, 1995
	voice vote
	May 26, 1995
	July 1, 2013
	Incumbent



	120
	Murtha, John GarvanJohn Garvan Murtha[image: External link]
	D. Vt.[image: External link]
	April 4, 1995
	May 25, 1995
	voice vote
	May 26, 1995
	June 30, 2009
	Incumbent



	121
	O'Toole, Jr., George A.George A. O'Toole, Jr.[image: External link]
	D. Mass.[image: External link]
	April 4, 1995
	May 25, 1995
	voice vote
	May 26, 1995
	Incumbent
	–



	122
	Atlas, Nancy FriedmanNancy Friedman Atlas[image: External link]
	S.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	April 4, 1995
	June 30, 1995
	voice vote
	June 30, 1995
	June 20, 2014
	Incumbent



	123
	Campbell, TenaTena Campbell[image: External link]
	D. Utah[image: External link]
	June 22, 1995
	June 30, 1995
	voice vote
	June 30, 1995
	January 1, 2011
	Incumbent



	124
	Daniel, Wiley YoungWiley Young Daniel[image: External link]
	D. Colo.[image: External link]
	March 31, 1995
	June 30, 1995
	voice vote
	June 30, 1995
	January 1, 2013
	Incumbent



	125
	Economus, Peter C.Peter C. Economus[image: External link]
	N.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	February 28, 1995
	June 30, 1995
	voice vote
	June 30, 1995
	July 3, 2009
	Incumbent



	126
	King, George H.George H. King[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	April 27, 1995
	June 30, 1995
	voice vote
	June 30, 1995
	January 6, 2017
	–



	127
	Nugent, Donald C.Donald C. Nugent[image: External link]
	N.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	April 27, 1995
	June 30, 1995
	voice vote
	June 30, 1995
	January 1, 2017
	Incumbent



	128
	Whaley, Robert H.Robert H. Whaley[image: External link]
	E.D. Wash.[image: External link]
	May 24, 1995
	June 30, 1995
	voice vote
	June 30, 1995
	July 12, 2009
	Incumbent



	129
	Blake, Catherine C.Catherine C. Blake[image: External link]
	D. Md.[image: External link]
	May 4, 1995
	August 11, 1995
	voice vote
	August 14, 1995
	Incumbent
	–



	130
	Davis, Andre M.Andre M. Davis[image: External link]
	D. Md.[image: External link]
	May 4, 1995
	August 11, 1995
	voice vote
	August 14, 1995
	November 12, 2009
	–



	131
	McKinley, Jr., Joseph H.Joseph H. McKinley, Jr.[image: External link]
	W.D. Ky.[image: External link]
	May 24, 1995
	August 11, 1995
	voice vote
	August 14, 1995
	Incumbent
	–



	132
	Moody, James MaxwellJames Maxwell Moody[image: External link]
	E.D. Ark.[image: External link]
	June 27, 1995
	August 11, 1995
	voice vote
	August 14, 1995
	October 1, 2008
	March 7, 2014



	133
	Sessions III, William K.William K. Sessions III[image: External link]
	D. Vt.[image: External link]
	June 30, 1995
	August 11, 1995
	voice vote
	August 14, 1995
	June 15, 2014
	Incumbent



	134
	Smith, Ortrie D.Ortrie D. Smith[image: External link]
	W.D. Mo.[image: External link]
	June 30, 1995
	August 11, 1995
	voice vote
	August 14, 1995
	April 30, 2011
	Incumbent



	135
	Winmill, B. LynnB. Lynn Winmill[image: External link]
	D. Idaho[image: External link]
	May 24, 1995
	August 11, 1995
	voice vote
	August 14, 1995
	Incumbent
	–



	136
	Black, Bruce D.Bruce D. Black[image: External link]
	D.N.M.[image: External link]
	August 10, 1995
	December 22, 1995
	voice vote
	December 26, 1995
	October 1, 2012
	January 1, 2017



	137
	Campbell, Todd J.Todd J. Campbell[image: External link]
	M.D. Tenn.[image: External link]
	June 27, 1995
	December 22, 1995
	voice vote
	December 26, 1995
	December 1, 2016
	–



	138
	Dlott, Susan J.Susan J. Dlott[image: External link]
	S.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	August 10, 1995
	December 22, 1995
	voice vote
	December 26, 1995
	Incumbent
	–



	139
	Donald, Bernice B.Bernice B. Donald[image: External link]
	W.D. Tenn.[image: External link]
	December 7, 1995
	December 22, 1995
	voice vote
	December 26, 1995
	September 8, 2011
	–



	140
	Duffy, Patrick MichaelPatrick Michael Duffy[image: External link]
	D.S.C.[image: External link]
	October 11, 1995
	December 22, 1995
	voice vote
	December 26, 1995
	December 27, 2009
	Incumbent



	141
	Gaughan, Patricia AnnePatricia Anne Gaughan[image: External link]
	N.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	September 29, 1995
	December 22, 1995
	voice vote
	December 26, 1995
	Incumbent
	–



	142
	Jones, Barbara S.Barbara S. Jones[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	October 18, 1995
	December 22, 1995
	voice vote
	December 26, 1995
	December 31, 2012
	January 4, 2013



	143
	Lawson, HughHugh Lawson[image: External link]
	M.D. Ga.[image: External link]
	August 10, 1995
	December 22, 1995
	voice vote
	December 26, 1995
	December 31, 2008
	Incumbent



	144
	Lenard, Joan A.Joan A. Lenard[image: External link]
	S.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	September 29, 1995
	December 22, 1995
	voice vote
	December 26, 1995
	Incumbent
	–



	145
	Moskowitz, Barry TedBarry Ted Moskowitz[image: External link]
	S.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	June 30, 1995
	December 22, 1995
	voice vote
	December 26, 1995
	Incumbent
	–



	146
	Orlofsky, StephenStephen Orlofsky[image: External link]
	D.N.J.[image: External link]
	June 30, 1995
	December 22, 1995
	voice vote
	December 26, 1995
	August 31, 2003
	–



	147
	Smith, Jr., Charles LynwoodCharles Lynwood Smith, Jr.[image: External link]
	N.D. Ala.[image: External link]
	December 8, 1995
	December 22, 1995
	voice vote
	December 26, 1995
	August 31, 2013
	Incumbent



	148
	Tunheim, John R.John R. Tunheim[image: External link]
	D. Minn.[image: External link]
	July 10, 1995
	December 22, 1995
	voice vote
	December 26, 1995
	Incumbent
	–



	149
	Wardlaw, Kim McLaneKim McLane Wardlaw[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	August 10, 1995
	December 22, 1995
	voice vote
	December 26, 1995
	August 3, 1998
	–



	150
	Webber, E. RichardE. Richard Webber[image: External link]
	E.D. Mo.[image: External link]
	August 10, 1995
	December 22, 1995
	voice vote
	December 26, 1995
	June 30, 2009
	Incumbent



	151
	Rakoff, Jed S.Jed S. Rakoff[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	October 11, 1995
	December 29, 1995
	voice vote
	January 4, 1996
	December 31, 2010
	Incumbent



	152
	Marten, John ThomasJohn Thomas Marten[image: External link]
	D. Kan.[image: External link]
	October 18, 1995
	January 2, 1996
	voice vote
	January 4, 1996
	May 1, 2017
	Incumbent



	153
	Fenner, Gary A.Gary A. Fenner[image: External link]
	W.D. Mo.[image: External link]
	December 13, 1995
	July 10, 1996
	voice vote
	July 25, 1996
	September 8, 2015
	Incumbent



	154
	Lemmon, Mary Ann VialMary Ann Vial Lemmon[image: External link]
	E.D. La.[image: External link]
	December 19, 1995
	July 10, 1996
	voice vote
	July 25, 1996
	January 1, 2011
	Incumbent



	155
	Miller, Walker DavidWalker David Miller[image: External link]
	D. Colo.[image: External link]
	April 18, 1996
	July 11, 1996
	voice vote
	July 25, 1996
	April 1, 2008
	March 24, 2013



	156
	Broadwater, W. CraigW. Craig Broadwater[image: External link]
	N.D.W.Va.[image: External link]
	January 26, 1996
	July 12, 1996
	voice vote
	July 26, 1996
	December 18, 2006
	–



	157
	Greenaway, Jr., Joseph A.Joseph A. Greenaway, Jr.[image: External link]
	D.N.J.[image: External link]
	November 27, 1995
	July 16, 1996
	voice vote
	July 26, 1996
	February 24, 2010
	–



	158
	Kahn, Lawrence E.Lawrence E. Kahn[image: External link]
	N.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	April 18, 1996
	July 16, 1996
	voice vote
	August 1, 1996
	August 1, 2007
	Incumbent



	159
	Clevert, Jr., Charles N.Charles N. Clevert, Jr.[image: External link]
	E.D. Wis.[image: External link]
	December 7, 1995
	July 17, 1996
	voice vote
	July 29, 1996
	October 31, 2012
	March 31, 2017



	160
	Jones, James ParkerJames Parker Jones[image: External link]
	W.D. Va.[image: External link]
	December 12, 1995
	July 18, 1996
	voice vote
	August 1, 1996
	Incumbent
	–



	161
	Molloy, Donald W.Donald W. Molloy[image: External link]
	D. Mont.[image: External link]
	December 21, 1995
	July 18, 1996
	voice vote
	August 1, 1996
	August 16, 2011
	Incumbent



	162
	Sargus, Jr., Edmund A.Edmund A. Sargus, Jr.[image: External link]
	S.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	December 22, 1995
	July 22, 1996
	voice vote
	August 1, 1996
	Incumbent
	–



	163
	Laughrey, Nanette KayNanette Kay Laughrey[image: External link]
	E.D. Mo.[image: External link]

W.D. Mo.[image: External link]
	October 20, 1995
	July 24, 1996
	voice vote
	August 1, 1996
	August 27, 2011
	Incumbent



	164
	Pregerson, Dean D.Dean D. Pregerson[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 26, 1996
	July 24, 1996
	voice vote
	August 1, 1996
	January 28, 2016
	Incumbent



	165
	Gottschall, Joan B.Joan B. Gottschall[image: External link]
	N.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	March 29, 1996
	July 25, 1996
	voice vote
	August 1, 1996
	April 23, 2012
	Incumbent



	166
	Hinkle, Robert LewisRobert Lewis Hinkle[image: External link]
	N.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	June 6, 1996
	July 25, 1996
	voice vote
	August 1, 1996
	November 7, 2016
	Incumbent



	167
	Gershon, NinaNina Gershon[image: External link]
	E.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	October 18, 1995
	July 30, 1996
	voice vote
	August 1, 1996
	October 16, 2008
	Incumbent



	168
	Zapata, Frank R.Frank R. Zapata[image: External link]
	D. Ariz.[image: External link]
	July 25, 1996
	July 31, 1996
	voice vote
	August 1, 1996
	August 3, 2010
	Incumbent



	169
	Montgomery, Ann D.Ann D. Montgomery[image: External link]
	D. Minn.[image: External link]
	November 27, 1995
	August 2, 1996
	voice vote
	August 6, 1996
	May 31, 2016
	Incumbent



	170
	Kollar-Kotelly, ColleenColleen Kollar-Kotelly[image: External link]
	D.D.C.[image: External link]
	January 7, 1997[Rn 7]
	March 20, 1997
	voice vote
	March 26, 1997
	Incumbent
	–



	171
	Middlebrooks, Donald M.Donald M. Middlebrooks[image: External link]
	S.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	January 7, 1997[Rn 15]
	May 23, 1997
	voice vote
	May 27, 1997
	Incumbent
	–



	172
	Miller, Jeffrey T.Jeffrey T. Miller[image: External link]
	S.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 7, 1997[Rn 16]
	May 23, 1997
	voice vote
	May 27, 1997
	June 6, 2010
	Incumbent



	173
	Pratt, Robert W.Robert W. Pratt[image: External link]
	S.D. Iowa[image: External link]
	January 7, 1997[Rn 17]
	May 23, 1997
	voice vote
	May 27, 1997
	July 1, 2012
	Incumbent



	174
	Gold, Alan StephenAlan Stephen Gold[image: External link]
	S.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	February 12, 1997
	June 27, 1997
	voice vote
	July 1, 1997
	January 10, 2011
	Incumbent



	175
	Thrash, Jr., Thomas W.Thomas W. Thrash, Jr.[image: External link]
	N.D. Ga.[image: External link]
	January 7, 1997[Rn 18]
	July 31, 1997
	voice vote
	August 1, 1997
	Incumbent
	–



	176
	Kennedy, Jr., Henry HaroldHenry Harold Kennedy, Jr.[image: External link]
	D.D.C.[image: External link]
	May 15, 1997
	September 4, 1997
	96-0
	September 18, 1997
	November 8, 2011
	Incumbent



	177
	Chambers, Robert CharlesRobert Charles Chambers[image: External link]
	S.D.W.Va.[image: External link]
	June 5, 1997
	September 5, 1997
	voice vote
	September 18, 1997
	Incumbent
	–



	178
	Bataillon, Joseph F.Joseph F. Bataillon[image: External link]
	D. Neb.[image: External link]
	January 7, 1997[Rn 19]
	September 11, 1997
	100-0
	September 18, 1997
	October 3, 2014
	Incumbent



	179
	Droney, Christopher F.Christopher F. Droney[image: External link]
	D. Conn.[image: External link]
	June 5, 1997
	September 11, 1997
	100-0
	September 18, 1997
	November 28, 2011
	–



	180
	Hall, Janet C.Janet C. Hall[image: External link]
	D. Conn.[image: External link]
	June 5, 1997
	September 11, 1997
	98-1
	September 18, 1997
	Incumbent
	–



	181
	Hayden, Katharine SweeneyKatharine Sweeney Hayden[image: External link]
	D.N.J.[image: External link]
	June 25, 1997
	September 25, 1997
	97-0
	September 29, 1997
	May 30, 2010
	Incumbent



	182
	Lazzara, Richard A.Richard A. Lazzara[image: External link]
	M.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	January 7, 1997[Rn 20]
	September 26, 1997
	voice vote
	September 29, 1997
	December 17, 2011
	Incumbent



	183
	Ishii, Anthony W.Anthony W. Ishii[image: External link]
	E.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	February 12, 1997
	October 9, 1997
	voice vote
	October 14, 1997
	October 31, 2012
	Incumbent



	184
	Casey, Richard C.Richard C. Casey[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	July 16, 1997
	October 21, 1997
	voice vote
	October 24, 1997
	March 22, 2007
	–



	185
	Kimball, Dale A.Dale A. Kimball[image: External link]
	D. Utah[image: External link]
	September 4, 1997
	October 21, 1997
	voice vote
	October 24, 1997
	November 30, 2009
	Incumbent



	186
	Marbley, Algenon L.Algenon L. Marbley[image: External link]
	S.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	July 31, 1997
	October 27, 1997
	91-0
	November 7, 1997
	Incumbent
	–



	187
	Siragusa, Charles J.Charles J. Siragusa[image: External link]
	W.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	July 15, 1997
	October 30, 1997
	98-0
	November 5, 1997
	December 15, 2012
	Incumbent



	188
	Gwin, James S.James S. Gwin[image: External link]
	N.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	July 31, 1997
	November 5, 1997
	100-0
	November 7, 1997
	Incumbent
	–



	189
	Friedman, Jerome B.Jerome B. Friedman[image: External link]
	E.D. Va.[image: External link]
	June 26, 1997
	November 7, 1997
	voice vote
	November 12, 1997
	November 30, 2010
	August 19, 2011



	190
	Moon, Norman K.Norman K. Moon[image: External link]
	W.D. Va.[image: External link]
	October 8, 1997
	November 7, 1997
	voice vote
	November 12, 1997
	July 1, 2010
	Incumbent



	191
	Snyder, Christina A.Christina A. Snyder[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 7, 1997[Rn 21]
	November 7, 1997
	93-6
	November 10, 1997
	November 23, 2016
	Incumbent



	192
	Breyer, Charles R.Charles R. Breyer[image: External link]
	N.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	July 24, 1997
	November 8, 1997
	voice vote
	November 12, 1997
	December 31, 2011
	Incumbent



	193
	Kauffman, Bruce WilliamBruce William Kauffman[image: External link]
	E.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	July 31, 1997
	November 8, 1997
	voice vote
	November 12, 1997
	February 11, 2008
	July 20, 2009



	194
	Sippel, Rodney W.Rodney W. Sippel[image: External link]
	E.D. Mo.[image: External link]

W.D. Mo.[image: External link]
	May 15, 1997
	November 8, 1997
	voice vote
	November 12, 1997
	Incumbent
	–



	195
	Caputo, A. RichardA. Richard Caputo[image: External link]
	M.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	July 31, 1997
	November 9, 1997
	voice vote
	November 12, 1997
	March 31, 2009
	Incumbent



	196
	Damrell, Jr., Frank C.Frank C. Damrell, Jr.[image: External link]
	E.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	July 24, 1997
	November 9, 1997
	voice vote
	November 12, 1997
	December 31, 2008
	December 1, 2011



	197
	Jenkins, MartinMartin Jenkins[image: External link]
	N.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	July 24, 1997
	November 9, 1997
	voice vote
	November 12, 1997
	April 3, 2008
	–



	198
	Adelman, Lynn S.Lynn S. Adelman[image: External link]
	E.D. Wis.[image: External link]
	September 8, 1997
	November 13, 1997
	voice vote
	December 23, 1997
	Incumbent
	–



	199
	Story, Richard W.Richard W. Story[image: External link]
	N.D. Ga.[image: External link]
	September 15, 1997
	January 28, 1998
	voice vote
	February 4, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	200
	Aiken, AnnAnn Aiken[image: External link]
	D. Or.[image: External link]
	January 7, 1997[Rn 22]
	January 28, 1998
	67-30
	February 4, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	201
	Moreno, Carlos R.Carlos R. Moreno[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	July 3, 1997
	February 3, 1998
	98-0
	February 4, 1998
	October 18, 2001
	–



	202
	Morrow, Margaret M.Margaret M. Morrow[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 7, 1997[Rn 20]
	February 11, 1998
	67-28
	February 24, 1998
	October 29, 2015
	January 6, 2016



	203
	Young, Richard L.Richard L. Young[image: External link]
	S.D. Ind.[image: External link]
	July 15, 1997
	March 2, 1998
	81-0
	March 6, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	204
	Lindsay, Sam A.Sam A. Lindsay[image: External link]
	N.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	November 8, 1997
	March 11, 1998
	voice vote
	March 17, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	205
	Tagle, Hilda G.Hilda G. Tagle[image: External link]
	S.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	March 21, 1997[Rn 23]
	March 11, 1998
	voice vote
	March 17, 1998
	December 31, 2012
	Incumbent



	206
	Fogel, Jeremy D.Jeremy D. Fogel[image: External link]
	N.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	September 8, 1997
	March 16, 1998
	90-0
	March 17, 1998
	December 31, 2014
	Incumbent



	207
	Shea, Edward F.Edward F. Shea[image: External link]
	E.D. Wash.[image: External link]
	September 4, 1997
	March 27, 1998
	voice vote
	April 8, 1998
	June 7, 2012
	Incumbent



	208
	Dawson, Robert T.Robert T. Dawson[image: External link]
	W.D. Ark.[image: External link]
	November 7, 1997
	April 2, 1998
	voice vote
	April 7, 1998
	August 14, 2009
	Incumbent



	209
	McCuskey, Michael P.Michael P. McCuskey[image: External link]
	C.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	July 31, 1997
	April 2, 1998
	voice vote
	April 3, 1998
	June 30, 2013
	May 31, 2014



	210
	Rawlinson, Johnnie B.Johnnie B. Rawlinson[image: External link]
	D. Nev.[image: External link]
	January 27, 1998
	April 2, 1998
	voice vote
	April 7, 1998
	July 26, 2000
	–



	211
	Murphy, G. PatrickG. Patrick Murphy[image: External link]
	S.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	July 31, 1997
	April 2, 1998
	98-1
	April 3, 1998
	December 1, 2013
	–



	212
	Lemelle, Ivan L. R.Ivan L. R. Lemelle[image: External link]
	E.D. La.[image: External link]
	February 12, 1997
	April 3, 1998
	voice vote
	April 7, 1998
	June 29, 2015
	Incumbent



	213
	King, GarrGarr King[image: External link]
	D. Or.[image: External link]
	October 8, 1997
	April 27, 1998
	voice vote
	April 30, 1998
	January 30, 2009
	Incumbent



	214
	Sleet, Gregory M.Gregory M. Sleet[image: External link]
	D. Del.[image: External link]
	January 27, 1998
	April 27, 1998
	voice vote
	April 30, 1998
	May 1, 2017
	Incumbent



	215
	Steeh III, George CaramGeorge Caram Steeh III[image: External link]
	E.D. Mich.[image: External link]
	September 24, 1997
	May 13, 1998
	voice vote
	May 22, 1998
	January 29, 2013
	Incumbent



	216
	Tarnow, ArthurArthur Tarnow[image: External link]
	E.D. Mich.[image: External link]
	September 24, 1997
	May 13, 1998
	voice vote
	May 22, 1998
	May 25, 2010
	Incumbent



	217
	Dimitrouleas, WilliamWilliam Dimitrouleas[image: External link]
	S.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	January 27, 1998
	May 14, 1998
	voice vote
	May 22, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	218
	Mickle, Stephan P.Stephan P. Mickle[image: External link]
	N.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	January 27, 1998
	May 14, 1998
	voice vote
	May 22, 1998
	June 22, 2011
	Incumbent



	219
	Roberts, Richard W.Richard W. Roberts[image: External link]
	D.D.C.[image: External link]
	January 27, 1998
	June 5, 1998
	voice vote
	June 23, 1998
	March 16, 2016
	Incumbent



	220
	Mollway, Susan OkiSusan Oki Mollway[image: External link]
	D. Haw.[image: External link]
	January 7, 1997[Rn 24]
	June 22, 1998
	56-34
	June 23, 1998
	November 6, 2015
	Incumbent



	221
	Matz, HowardHoward Matz[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	October 20, 1997
	June 26, 1998
	85-0
	June 29, 1998
	July 11, 2011
	April 1, 2013



	222
	Roberts, Victoria A.Victoria A. Roberts[image: External link]
	E.D. Mich.[image: External link]
	July 31, 1997
	June 26, 1998
	85-0
	June 29, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	223
	Collins, RanerRaner Collins[image: External link]
	D. Ariz.[image: External link]
	May 11, 1998
	July 31, 1998
	voice vote
	August 3, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	224
	James, Robert G.Robert G. James[image: External link]
	W.D. La.[image: External link]
	January 27, 1998
	July 31, 1998
	voice vote
	August 3, 1998
	May 31, 2016
	Incumbent



	225
	Polster, Dan A.Dan A. Polster[image: External link]
	N.D. Ohio[image: External link]
	July 31, 1997
	July 31, 1998
	voice vote
	August 3, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	226
	Tyson, Ralph E.Ralph E. Tyson[image: External link]
	M.D. La.[image: External link]
	April 2, 1998
	July 31, 1998
	voice vote
	August 3, 1998
	July 18, 2011
	–



	227
	Barbier, Carl J.Carl J. Barbier[image: External link]
	E.D. La.[image: External link]
	May 19, 1998
	September 28, 1998
	voice vote
	October 1, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	228
	Lee, Gerald BruceGerald Bruce Lee[image: External link]
	E.D. Va.[image: External link]
	May 22, 1998
	September 28, 1998
	voice vote
	October 1, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	229
	Seitz, Patricia A.Patricia A. Seitz[image: External link]
	S.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	May 22, 1998
	September 28, 1998
	voice vote
	October 1, 1998
	November 16, 2012
	Incumbent



	230
	Buttram, Jr., H. DeanH. Dean Buttram, Jr.[image: External link]
	N.D. Ala.[image: External link]
	August 31, 1998
	October 8, 1998
	voice vote
	October 9, 1998
	June 30, 2002
	–



	231
	Johnson, Inge PrytzInge Prytz Johnson[image: External link]
	N.D. Ala.[image: External link]
	August 31, 1998
	October 8, 1998
	voice vote
	October 9, 1998
	October 24, 2012
	Incumbent



	232
	Berman, Richard M.Richard M. Berman[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	May 21, 1998
	October 21, 1998
	voice vote
	October 22, 1998
	September 11, 2011
	Incumbent



	233
	Carter, David O.David O. Carter[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	June 25, 1998
	October 21, 1998
	voice vote
	October 22, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	234
	Frank, Donovan W.Donovan W. Frank[image: External link]
	D. Minn.[image: External link]
	May 21, 1998
	October 21, 1998
	voice vote
	October 22, 1998
	October 31, 2016
	Incumbent



	235
	Hellerstein, AlvinAlvin Hellerstein[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	May 15, 1998
	October 21, 1998
	voice vote
	October 22, 1998
	January 31, 2011
	Incumbent



	236
	Herndon, David R.David R. Herndon[image: External link]
	S.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	April 23, 1998
	October 21, 1998
	voice vote
	October 22, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	237
	Kane, YvetteYvette Kane[image: External link]
	M.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	June 4, 1998
	October 21, 1998
	voice vote
	October 22, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	238
	Lasnik, Robert S.Robert S. Lasnik[image: External link]
	W.D. Wash.[image: External link]
	May 11, 1998
	October 21, 1998
	voice vote
	October 22, 1998
	January 27, 2016
	Incumbent



	239
	Manella, Nora MargaretNora Margaret Manella[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	March 31, 1998
	October 21, 1998
	voice vote
	October 22, 1998
	May 21, 2006
	–



	240
	McMahon, ColleenColleen McMahon[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	May 21, 1998
	October 21, 1998
	voice vote
	October 22, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	241
	Mordue, Norman A.Norman A. Mordue[image: External link]
	N.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	October 5, 1998
	October 21, 1998
	voice vote
	October 22, 1998
	June 30, 2013
	Incumbent



	242
	Munley, James MartinJames Martin Munley[image: External link]
	M.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	June 4, 1998
	October 21, 1998
	voice vote
	October 22, 1998
	January 30, 2009
	Incumbent



	243
	Pallmeyer, Rebecca R.Rebecca R. Pallmeyer[image: External link]
	N.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	July 31, 1997
	October 21, 1998
	voice vote
	October 22, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	244
	Pauley III, William H.William H. Pauley III[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	May 21, 1998
	October 21, 1998
	voice vote
	October 22, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	245
	Scott, Jeanne E.Jeanne E. Scott[image: External link]
	C.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	April 2, 1998
	October 21, 1998
	voice vote
	October 22, 1998
	August 1, 2010
	–



	246
	Seymour, Margaret B.Margaret B. Seymour[image: External link]
	D.S.C.[image: External link]
	September 9, 1998
	October 21, 1998
	voice vote
	October 22, 1998
	January 16, 2013
	Incumbent



	247
	Trauger, Aleta ArthurAleta Arthur Trauger[image: External link]
	M.D. Tenn.[image: External link]
	September 22, 1998
	October 21, 1998
	voice vote
	October 22, 1998
	Incumbent
	–



	248
	Whelan, Thomas J.Thomas J. Whelan[image: External link]
	S.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	June 4, 1998
	October 21, 1998
	voice vote
	October 22, 1998
	August 15, 2010
	Incumbent



	249
	Hibbler, William J.William J. Hibbler[image: External link]
	N.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	January 26, 1999[Rn 25]
	April 15, 1999
	voice vote
	April 22, 1999
	March 19, 2012
	–



	250
	Kennelly, Matthew F.Matthew F. Kennelly[image: External link]
	N.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	January 26, 1999[Rn 25]
	April 15, 1999
	voice vote
	April 22, 1999
	Incumbent
	–



	251
	Ellison, Keith P.Keith P. Ellison[image: External link]
	S.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	January 26, 1999
	June 30, 1999
	94-4
	July 7, 1999
	Incumbent
	–



	252
	Feess, Gary AllenGary Allen Feess[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 26, 1999
	June 30, 1999
	94-4
	July 7, 1999
	March 13, 2014
	January 5, 2015



	253
	Pepper, Jr., W. AllenW. Allen Pepper, Jr.[image: External link]
	N.D. Miss.[image: External link]
	March 8, 1999
	June 30, 1999
	94-4
	July 7, 1999
	January 24, 2012
	–



	254
	Schreier, KarenKaren Schreier[image: External link]
	D.S.D.[image: External link]
	March 8, 1999
	June 30, 1999
	94-4
	July 7, 1999
	Incumbent
	–



	255
	Underhill, Stefan R.Stefan R. Underhill[image: External link]
	D. Conn.[image: External link]
	January 26, 1999
	June 30, 1999
	94-4
	July 7, 1999
	Incumbent
	–



	256
	Ward, T. JohnT. John Ward[image: External link]
	E.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	January 26, 1999
	July 13, 1999
	voice vote
	July 15, 1999
	October 1, 2011
	–



	257
	Alsup, William HaskellWilliam Haskell Alsup[image: External link]
	N.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	March 24, 1999
	July 30, 1999
	voice vote
	August 17, 1999
	Incumbent
	–



	258
	Murguia, CarlosCarlos Murguia[image: External link]
	D. Kan.[image: External link]
	March 24, 1999
	September 8, 1999
	voice vote
	September 22, 1999
	Incumbent
	–



	259
	Jordan, AdalbertoAdalberto Jordan[image: External link]
	S.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	March 15, 1999
	September 8, 1999
	93-1
	September 9, 1999
	February 17, 2012
	–



	260
	Pechman, Marsha J.Marsha J. Pechman[image: External link]
	W.D. Wash.[image: External link]
	March 24, 1999
	September 8, 1999
	93-1
	September 9, 1999
	February 6, 2016
	Incumbent



	261
	Buchwald, Naomi ReiceNaomi Reice Buchwald[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	February 12, 1999
	September 13, 1999
	voice vote
	September 22, 1999
	March 21, 2012
	Incumbent



	262
	Hurd, David N.David N. Hurd[image: External link]
	N.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	February 12, 1999
	September 13, 1999
	voice vote
	September 22, 1999
	Incumbent
	–



	263
	Lorenz, M. JamesM. James Lorenz[image: External link]
	S.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	March 8, 1999
	October 1, 1999
	voice vote
	October 5, 1999
	October 25, 2009
	Incumbent



	264
	Marrero, VictorVictor Marrero[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	May 27, 1999
	October 1, 1999
	voice vote
	October 5, 1999
	December 31, 2010
	Incumbent



	265
	Stewart, TedTed Stewart[image: External link]
	D. Utah[image: External link]
	July 27, 1999
	October 5, 1999
	93-5
	November 11, 1999
	September 1, 2014
	Incumbent



	266
	Brown, Anna J.Anna J. Brown[image: External link]
	D. Or.[image: External link]
	April 22, 1999
	October 15, 1999
	voice vote
	October 26, 1999
	Incumbent
	–



	267
	Huvelle, Ellen SegalEllen Segal Huvelle[image: External link]
	D.D.C.[image: External link]
	March 25, 1999
	October 15, 1999
	voice vote
	October 26, 1999
	June 2, 2014
	Incumbent



	268
	Pannell, Jr., Charles A.Charles A. Pannell, Jr.[image: External link]
	N.D. Ga.[image: External link]
	July 14, 1999
	October 15, 1999
	voice vote
	October 26, 1999
	January 31, 2013
	Incumbent



	269
	Cooper, Florence-MarieFlorence-Marie Cooper[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	July 14, 1999
	November 10, 1999
	voice vote
	November 15, 1999
	January 15, 2010
	–



	270
	Guzman, Ronald A.Ronald A. Guzman[image: External link]
	N.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	August 5, 1999
	November 10, 1999
	voice vote
	November 15, 1999
	Incumbent
	–



	271
	Haynes, Jr., William JosephWilliam Joseph Haynes, Jr.[image: External link]
	M.D. Tenn.[image: External link]
	May 27, 1999
	November 10, 1999
	voice vote
	November 15, 1999
	December 1, 2014
	January 16, 2017



	272
	Hochberg, Faith S.Faith S. Hochberg[image: External link]
	D.N.J.[image: External link]
	April 22, 1999
	November 10, 1999
	voice vote
	November 15, 1999
	March 6, 2015
	–



	273
	Phillips, Virginia A.Virginia A. Phillips[image: External link]
	C.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	January 26, 1999[Rn 26]
	November 10, 1999
	voice vote
	November 15, 1999
	Incumbent
	–



	274
	Lynn, Barbara M.Barbara M. Lynn[image: External link]
	N.D. Tex.[image: External link]
	March 25, 1999
	November 17, 1999
	voice vote
	November 22, 1999
	Incumbent
	–



	275
	Pisano, Joel A.Joel A. Pisano[image: External link]
	D.N.J.[image: External link]
	September 22, 1999
	February 10, 2000
	95-2
	February 16, 2000
	February 16, 2015
	–



	276
	Daniels, George B.George B. Daniels[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	August 5, 1999
	February 24, 2000
	98-0
	March 9, 2000
	Incumbent
	–



	277
	Antoon II, JohnJohn Antoon II[image: External link]
	M.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	February 9, 2000
	May 24, 2000
	voice vote
	May 31, 2000
	June 3, 2013
	Incumbent



	278
	Battani, Marianne O.Marianne O. Battani[image: External link]
	E.D. Mich.[image: External link]
	August 5, 1999
	May 24, 2000
	voice vote
	June 2, 2000
	June 10, 2012
	Incumbent



	279
	Dawson, KentKent Dawson[image: External link]
	D. Nev.[image: External link]
	April 6, 2000
	May 24, 2000
	voice vote
	May 31, 2000
	July 9, 2012
	Incumbent



	280
	Garaufis, NicholasNicholas Garaufis[image: External link]
	E.D.N.Y.[image: External link]
	February 28, 2000
	May 24, 2000
	voice vote
	May 25, 2000
	October 1, 2014
	Incumbent



	281
	Hamilton, Phyllis JeanPhyllis Jean Hamilton[image: External link]
	N.D. Cal.[image: External link]
	February 9, 2000
	May 24, 2000
	voice vote
	May 25, 2000
	Incumbent
	–



	282
	Hunt, Roger L.Roger L. Hunt[image: External link]
	D. Nev.[image: External link]
	March 27, 2000
	May 24, 2000
	voice vote
	May 25, 2000
	May 26, 2011
	Incumbent



	283
	Lawson, David M.David M. Lawson[image: External link]
	E.D. Mich.[image: External link]
	August 5, 1999
	May 24, 2000
	voice vote
	June 2, 2000
	Incumbent
	–



	284
	Schiller, Berle M.Berle M. Schiller[image: External link]
	E.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	April 11, 2000
	May 24, 2000
	voice vote
	June 2, 2000
	June 18, 2012
	Incumbent



	285
	Surrick, Richard BarclayRichard Barclay Surrick[image: External link]
	E.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	April 11, 2000
	May 24, 2000
	voice vote
	June 5, 2000
	February 1, 2011
	Incumbent



	286
	Tucker, Petrese B.Petrese B. Tucker[image: External link]
	E.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	July 27, 1999
	May 24, 2000
	voice vote
	June 1, 2000
	Incumbent
	–



	287
	Whittemore, James D.James D. Whittemore[image: External link]
	M.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	October 20, 1999
	May 24, 2000
	voice vote
	May 25, 2000
	Incumbent
	–



	288
	Lynch, Gerard E.Gerard E. Lynch[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	February 28, 2000
	May 24, 2000
	63-36
	May 25, 2000
	September 21, 2009
	–



	289
	Brady, James J.James J. Brady[image: External link]
	M.D. La.[image: External link]
	July 14, 1999
	May 24, 2000
	83-16
	May 25, 2000
	December 31, 2013
	Incumbent



	290
	McLaughlin, Mary A.Mary A. McLaughlin[image: External link]
	E.D. Pa.[image: External link]
	March 9, 2000
	May 24, 2000
	86-14
	May 31, 2000
	November 18, 2013
	Incumbent



	291
	Garcia-Gregory, Jay A.Jay A. Garcia-Gregory[image: External link]
	D.P.R.[image: External link]
	April 5, 2000
	June 16, 2000
	voice vote
	July 11, 2000
	Incumbent
	–



	292
	Martin, Beverly B.Beverly B. Martin[image: External link]
	N.D. Ga.[image: External link]
	March 27, 2000
	June 16, 2000
	voice vote
	August 3, 2000
	January 20, 2010
	–



	293
	Swain, Laura TaylorLaura Taylor Swain[image: External link]
	S.D.N.Y.
	April 25, 2000
	June 16, 2000
	voice vote
	July 11, 2000
	Incumbent
	–



	294
	Darrah, John W.John W. Darrah[image: External link]
	N.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	May 11, 2000
	June 30, 2000
	voice vote
	July 14, 2000
	March 1, 2017
	March 23, 2017



	295
	Huck, PaulPaul Huck[image: External link]
	S.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	May 9, 2000
	June 30, 2000
	voice vote
	July 11, 2000
	August 31, 2010
	Incumbent



	296
	Lefkow, JoanJoan Lefkow[image: External link]
	N.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	May 11, 2000
	June 30, 2000
	voice vote
	July 11, 2000
	September 1, 2012
	Incumbent



	297
	Singal, George Z.George Z. Singal[image: External link]
	D. Me.[image: External link]
	May 11, 2000
	June 30, 2000
	voice vote
	July 11, 2000
	July 31, 2013
	Incumbent



	298
	Cavanaugh, Dennis M.Dennis M. Cavanaugh[image: External link]
	D.N.J.[image: External link]
	May 3, 2000
	July 21, 2000
	voice vote
	September 20, 2000
	January 31, 2014
	–



	299
	Moody, Jr., James S.James S. Moody, Jr.[image: External link]
	M.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	June 8, 2000
	July 21, 2000
	voice vote
	July 28, 2000
	March 31, 2014
	Incumbent



	300
	Presnell, Gregory A.Gregory A. Presnell[image: External link]
	M.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	June 8, 2000
	July 21, 2000
	voice vote
	July 31, 2000
	April 1, 2012
	Incumbent



	301
	Steele, John E.John E. Steele[image: External link]
	M.D. Fla.[image: External link]
	June 6, 2000
	July 21, 2000
	voice vote
	July 26, 2000
	June 3, 2015
	Incumbent



	302
	Bolton, Susan RitchieSusan Ritchie Bolton[image: External link]
	D. Ariz.[image: External link]
	July 21, 2000
	October 3, 2000
	voice vote
	October 13, 2000
	September 1, 2016
	Incumbent



	303
	Murguia, Mary H.Mary H. Murguia[image: External link]
	D. Ariz.[image: External link]
	July 21, 2000
	October 3, 2000
	voice vote
	October 13, 2000
	January 4, 2011
	–



	304
	Reagan, Michael JosephMichael Joseph Reagan[image: External link]
	S.D. Ill.[image: External link]
	May 11, 2000
	October 3, 2000
	voice vote
	October 13, 2000
	Incumbent
	–



	305
	Teilborg, James A.James A. Teilborg[image: External link]
	D. Ariz.[image: External link]
	July 21, 2000
	October 3, 2000
	95-0
	October 13, 2000
	January 30, 2013
	Incumbent




Specialty courts

United States Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims



	Judge
	Nomination

date
	Confirmation

date
	Began active

service
	Ended active

service
	Ended senior

service



	Greene, Jr., William P.William P. Greene, Jr.[image: External link]
	May 19, 1997
	November 5, 1997
	1997
	November 2010
	Incumbent




United States Court of International Trade



	Judge
	Nomination

date
	Confirmation

date
	Began active

service
	Ended active

service
	Ended senior

service



	Pogue, Donald C.Donald C. Pogue[image: External link]
	June 30, 1995
	August 11, 1995
	August 14, 1995
	July 1, 2014
	October 26, 2016



	Wallach, Evan J.Evan J. Wallach[image: External link]
	June 27, 1995
	August 11, 1995
	August 14, 1995
	November 18, 2011
	-



	Barzilay, Judith M.Judith M. Barzilay[image: External link]
	January 27, 1998
	March 11, 1998
	March 11, 1998
	June 2, 2011
	Incumbent



	Ridgway, Delissa A.Delissa A. Ridgway[image: External link]
	January 27, 1998
	March 11, 1998
	March 17, 1998
	Incumbent
	-



	Eaton, Richard K.Richard K. Eaton[image: External link]
	August 3, 1999
	October 22, 1999
	October 26, 1999
	August 22, 2014
	Incumbent




United States Tax Court



	Judge
	Began active

service
	Ended active

service
	Ended senior

service



	Foley, Maurice B.Maurice B. Foley[image: External link]
	1995
	Incumbent
	-



	Gale, Joseph H.Joseph H. Gale[image: External link]
	1996
	Incumbent
	-



	Marvel, L. PaigeL. Paige Marvel[image: External link]
	1998
	Incumbent
	-



	Thornton, Michael B.Michael B. Thornton[image: External link]
	1998
	Incumbent
	-



	Vasquez, Juan F.Juan F. Vasquez[image: External link]
	1995
	Incumbent
	-



	Beghe, RenatoRenato Beghe[image: External link]
	1993
	2003
	Incumbent



	Swift, StephenStephen Swift[image: External link]
	2000[7]
	2008
	Incumbent




Notes



	Courts




	
^ See List of United States district and territorial courts[image: External link]








	Renominations




	
^ a b Originally nominated on September 14, 1994. Subsequently renominated on January 11, 1995.


	
^ a b Originally nominated on September 14, 1994. Subsequently renominated on January 24, 1995.


	
^ Originally nominated on June 8, 1994. Subsequently renominated on January 31, 1995.


	
^ Originally nominated on September 5, 1995. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 1997.


	
^ Originally nominated on March 6, 1996. Subsequently renominated on May 7, 1997.


	
^ Originally nominated on April 18, 1996. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 1997.


	
^ a b Originally nominated on March 29, 1996. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 1997.


	
^ Originally nominated on April 25, 1995. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 1997.


	
^ Originally nominated on November 8, 1997. Subsequently renominated on January 26, 1999.


	
^ Originally nominated January 27, 1998. Subsequently renominated on January 26, 1999.


	
^ Originally nominated on January 25, 1996. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 1997 and January 26, 1999.


	
^ Originally nominated on April 1, 1998. Subsequently renominated on January 26, 1999.


	
^ Originally nominated on June 30, 2000. Subsequently renominated on January 3, 2001.


	
^ a b c Originally nominated on October 5, 1994. Subsequently renominated on January 11, 1995.


	
^ Originally nominated on September 5, 1996.Subsequently renominated on January 7, 1997.


	
^ Originally nominated on July 19, 1996. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 1997.


	
^ Originally nominated on August 2, 1996. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 1997.


	
^ Originally nominated on May 16, 1996. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 1997.


	
^ Originally nominated on March 6, 1996. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 1997.


	
^ a b Originally nominated on May 9, 1996. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 1997.


	
^ Originally nominated on May 15, 1996. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 1997.


	
^ Originally nominated on November 27, 1995. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 1997.


	
^ Originally nominated on August 10, 1995. Subsequently renominated on March 21, 1997.


	
^ Originally nominated on December 21, 1995. Subsequently renominated on January 7, 1997.


	
^ a b Originally nominated on September 16, 1998. Subsequently renominated on January 26, 1999.


	
^ Originally nominated on May 11, 1998. Subsequently renominated on January 26, 1999.
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^ Recess appointment[image: External link]; subsequently nominated by George W. Bush on May 9, 2001, confirmed by the Senate on July 20, 2001, and received commission on July 25, 2001.


	
^ Previously appointed to the Tax Court in 1983 by President Ronald Reagan; reappointed in 2000, following a period in senior status[image: External link].
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Clinton Presidential Center






The William J. Clinton Presidential Center and Park is the presidential library[image: External link] of Bill Clinton, the 42nd[image: External link] President of the United States (1993–2001). It is located in Little Rock, Arkansas and includes the Clinton Presidential Library, the offices of the Clinton Foundation, and the University of Arkansas Clinton School of Public Service. It is the thirteenth presidential library to have been completed in the United States, the eleventh to be operated by the National Archives and Records Administration[image: External link],[1][2] and the third to comply with the Presidential Records Act of 1978[image: External link].[3]

It is situated on 17 acres (69,000 m2) of land located next to the Arkansas River[image: External link] and Interstate 30[image: External link] and was designed by architectural firm Polshek Partnership, LLP[image: External link] with exhibition design by Ralph Appelbaum Associates[image: External link].[4] The main building cantilevers over the Arkansas River, echoing Clinton's campaign promise of "building a bridge to the 21st century".[5] With a 68,698-square-foot (6,382.3 m2) floor plan, the library itself is the largest presidential library in terms of physical area,[2] although the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library[image: External link] has the greatest space overall, due to its addition of the 90,000 square feet (8,400 m2) Air Force One Pavilion in 2005.[6] The archives are the largest as well, containing 2 million photographs, 80 million pages of documents, 21 million e-mail[image: External link] messages, and 79,000 artifacts from the Clinton presidency.[7][8] The Clinton Library is also the most expensive, with all funding coming from 112,000 private donations.[9][10]

The museum showcases artifacts from Clinton's two terms as president and includes full-scale replicas of the Clinton-era Oval Office[image: External link] and Cabinet Room[image: External link].[9]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




Preliminary planning for the library (including the site choice) began in 1997, while groundbreaking[image: External link] for the complex occurred on December 5, 2001.[4][5][11][12] Early estimates put the library's cost at about $125 million.[4] In 2001, the Clinton Foundation hoped to gather $200 million in donations to cover project costs.[13] In the end, the entire project cost $165 million in private funding, with an additional $11.5 million of land given by the city of Little Rock to construct and covers 152,000 square feet (14,100 m2) within a 28 acres (110,000 m2) park.[8][9]

Fund-raising for the center was led by Terry McAuliffe, a friend of Clinton's who had also contributed heavily[citation needed[image: External link]] to the Clinton-Gore campaign in 1995. Clinton himself was prohibited by law from personally soliciting donations for the center, but he did host private events relating to the library. There were no other legal restrictions on donations, and the Clinton Foundation was able to accept unlimited private donations, all of which were tax deductible.[4] Approximately $10 million of contributions came from Saudi Arabia[image: External link].[14] However, the Clinton Foundation declined to release a full donor list, similar to the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library[image: External link] (although the foundation later agreed to disclose the top 150 donors to the House Government Reform Committee).[15] Donations exceeding $1 million were also given from various other foreign governments (such as Kuwait[image: External link] and Taiwan[image: External link]), as well as foreign individuals. Various American organizations also contributed millions of dollars to the foundation.[14]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Dedication ceremony




The Clinton Presidential Center was dedicated on November 18, 2004. Although it was raining, the ceremony was attended by approximately 30,000 people (including notable figures such as Willie Mays[image: External link], Robin Williams, and Barbra Streisand[image: External link]) and included a 20-minute speech made by Clinton, who had recently undergone bypass surgery.[16] It also included performances by Bono[image: External link], the African Drum Ballet and the Philander Smith Collegiate Choir, as well as an invocation given by Floyd Flake[image: External link] and video tribute from Nelson Mandela. Four U.S. presidents (Clinton, Jimmy Carter[image: External link], George H.W. Bush[image: External link], and George W. Bush were present; former president Gerald R. Ford[image: External link] could not attend due to health concerns) were on the same stage together.[17] All three other presidents spoke at the event as well.[9][18] Overall, the ceremony lasted two hours and featured six speakers.[10]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Fifth anniversary




On November 17, 2009, the library's fifth anniversary saw Clinton giving a speech to approximately 1,000 people, urging for the passage of health-care reform[image: External link] and the reduction of energy use.[19][20] He specifically mentioned the center and school as places where discussion on such topics could take place.[21]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Complex





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Main building




The five-story main building comprises 20,000 square feet (1,900 m2) of exhibition space, the Great Hall (used for banquets or forums), Forty Two (formerly Café 42, now a full-service restaurant; Clinton was the 42nd president), and classrooms.[22] A 2,000-square-foot (190 m2) executive apartment used by Clinton is located on the top (fifth) floor of the main building, one level above the public museum area. The organization of the exhibits within the main building was inspired by the famous Long Room in the Old Library[image: External link] at Trinity College, Dublin[image: External link], which Clinton first saw when he was a Rhodes Scholar.[5][23] The Cadillac One[image: External link] used during Clinton's presidency is housed on the first floor. On the second floor, the main gallery houses a 110-foot (34 m) timeline, representing each of Clinton's years as President. There is also an 80-seat theater, the Great Hall, and the replicas of the Oval Office and Cabinet Room.[9] The restaurant is located in the basement.[5]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Archives




The archives are housed in a building south of and connected to the main building, which also contains NARA facilities.[5] The Clinton archives are the first to include electronic information along with physical documents. The total amount of records is 35,686 cubic feet (1,010.5 m3), the most of any presidential archive.[23] Because Clinton wanted a light-filled library, the archives are kept underground to protect them from damage from ultraviolet degradation[image: External link].[24]
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 Clinton Presidential Park




The Clinton Presidential Park occupies nearly 30 acres (120,000 m2) of land and is located on the riverfront next to the museum.[5] It is a leading example of urban renewal[image: External link], as the site was formerly a run-down warehouse district[image: External link].[23] The park was built next to the site of abandoned railroad tracks of the defunct Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad[image: External link]. The center of the park is Celebration Circle, a fountain plaza around which the Center's major buildings are located.[5] It also includes an arboretum, amphitheater, gardens, and a children's play area.[9] There is also an area where Clinton could be buried if he chooses.[23]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Choctaw Station




Choctaw Station is a restored historic redbrick train station[image: External link] opened by the Choctaw, Oklahoma and Gulf Railroad[image: External link] in 1901 and used by the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad[image: External link] until passenger service was discontinued in November 1967. The building was subsequently purchased by the Arkansas Gazette[image: External link] (known now as Arkansas Democrat-Gazette[image: External link]) and later restored by a restaurant chain, Spaghetti Warehouse[image: External link], which was known for preserving old buildings. The Choctaw Station now houses the University of Arkansas Clinton School of Public Service, the Clinton Public Policy Institute, and the Clinton Foundation. The station is 13,200 square feet (1,230 m2) after having been renovated.[5] A companion structure, the 1899 Choctaw freight station, was razed in November 2001 after a contentious debate between the City of Little Rock and historic preservationists.[25]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Bridge




The 1899 Rock Island Railroad Bridge across the Arkansas River, originally leading to Choctaw Station, has been converted into a pedestrian bridge connecting to North Little Rock[image: External link]. On the fifth anniversary of the library's opening, Clinton said that construction on the project would begin in 2010, but full funding had not yet been secured, as the project was still short about $3 million.[19][26][27] The Clinton Foundation had originally planned to renovate the bridge for $4 million in exchange for a $1-a-year land lease from the state. In 2009, Arkansas governor Mike Beebe[image: External link] agreed to use $2.5 million of stimulus funds to fund part of the renovation. A previous $8 million earmark for the project had failed to pass the state legislature.[28] In 2010, fundraising was finally completed for the bridge, renamed as the Clinton Park Bridge, and construction began on May 28, 2010.[29] On September 30, 2011, Clinton spoke at a dedication ceremony for the bridge, which opened to the public on October 2, 2011.[30]
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 Store




For legal reasons involving state development funds, retail facilities were, for a time, prohibited on the same property as the library itself.[31] The Clinton Museum Store was first located in the nearby River Market district. In 2016, however, the limitation expired and the store relocated to the library lobby.[32]
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 Exhibits




The Clinton Library features numerous items from Clinton's time as president. Clinton's Cadillac One is on the first floor of the main building. The second floor includes the main gallery. It consists of a 110-foot (34 m) timeline of each of Clinton's years as President, as well as 14 alcoves featuring various events during Clinton's terms.[33] There is an orientation theater and full-size replicas of the Clinton-era Oval Office and Cabinet Room as well.[9] The Oval Office exhibit is the only full-size model Oval Office in any presidential library, and was constructed using thousands of photos taken by White House officials of the original office.[33]

The timeline comprises eight panels, each one 18 feet (5.5 m) wide and begins with Clinton's 1993 inaugural address[image: External link]. Items on the alcove displays include the Oklahoma City bombing[image: External link] and Northern Ireland[image: External link] and Middle East[image: External link] peace efforts.[33][34] Items released by the Presidential Records Act of 1978 are included in the exhibits, including personal letters written to and by the Clinton family, such as ones from Whoopi Goldberg[image: External link] and Arsenio Hall[image: External link], as well as family photographs and even a Valentine's Day[image: External link] note from Bill Clinton to Hillary.[3] The second floor of the main gallery showcases artifacts from previous state dinners[image: External link] and various state gifts, such as ceramics[image: External link] and other decorative pieces. An exhibit on Clinton's saxophone[image: External link] and another on family pets Socks and Buddy are also on the second floor.[34]

Clinton has been criticized for not including enough details about the Monica Lewinsky scandal[image: External link] and his impeachment. One of the 14 alcoves is dedicated to the "politics of persecution" and is titled The Fight For Power. The alcove includes the Lewinsky affair, the Whitewater scandal, and the Republican Contract with America[image: External link]. Ralph Applebaum, the chief exhibit designer for the center, said that Clinton was heavily involved in the alcove's design, and that Clinton "insisted on a transparent and illuminating exhibition".[34] The scandal is portrayed as a power struggle between Republicans in Congress and Clinton after the Republican Party took control of both the House of Representatives and Senate in 1994.
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 Controversies and criticism




Further information: Clinton Foundation


In 1997, Eugene Pfeifer III sued the city of Little Rock to challenge its use of eminent domain[image: External link] in the use of the land but the city's method of taking the land was upheld by the Arkansas Supreme Court in 2001. Pfeifer argued against the use of revenue bonds[image: External link] for the project because he believed that the city could not afford to repay them.[35] In 2001, a rail depot dating from 1899 was discovered within a warehouse on the site. Preservationists lost a court battle to save the building, and the depot was destroyed.[25] Protesters also picketed[image: External link] the city hall when the city tried to name the street in front of the library "President Clinton Avenue". The two groups later compromised and only half of the street was renamed.[7]

The library has been criticized for not including much information about the pardons Clinton issued just before leaving office.[3] On January 20, 2001, his last day in office, Clinton pardoned former financier Marc Rich, a fugitive who had been charged with multiple counts of racketeering[image: External link], wire fraud[image: External link], income tax evasion[image: External link], and illegal oil trading. Rich's wife, Denise Eisenberg Rich[image: External link], was reported to have made three donations totaling nearly $1,000,000 to Clinton's presidential library fund, as well as multiple other contributions to the Democratic Party[image: External link] and Hillary Clinton's senate campaign. It was later found that she only made three payments totaling $450,000 to the fundraiser. The Senate Judiciary Committee was investigating the pardon and issued subpoenas for Denise Rich's bank records because she refused to testify before the House Government Reform Committee, in accordance with her Fifth Amendment[image: External link] right against self-incrimination[image: External link].[13][36] U.S. Attorney[image: External link] Mary Jo White also launched a criminal investigation into whether the pardon had been a result of the contributions. It was later claimed that Rich had donated the funds months before asking for a pardon.[37] Clinton maintained that the pardon had not been bought, but had been based instead on the legal merits of Marc Rich's appeal.[38] During the 2008 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], Barack Obama referenced the donations during his primary campaign against Hillary Rodham Clinton.[39]

Clinton has also been criticized for the library's lack of coverage regarding various scandals during his presidency, including the Whitewater scandal[image: External link]. Clinton adviser Bruce Lindsey said that Clinton wanted to provide information regarding the incidents, but depicting the attacks as a scheme to "delegitimize" Clinton's administration.[40] The museum's main exhibit designer has said that "this is the way the president wanted to see his legacy defined."[3]
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 Design
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 General design




The primarily modernist[image: External link] complex was designed by James Polshek[image: External link]'s Polshek Partnership Architects, led by Polshek and partner Richard Olcott.[8] The structural engineer for this project was Leslie E. Robertson Associates[image: External link].[41] The museum and exhibitions were designed by Ralph Appelbaum Associates, with landscaping by Hargreaves associates.[5] Clinton did not announce his choice of architect until 1999, when Polshek was officially hired that August.[42] Although Appelbaum was the official designer for the exhibitions, Appelbaum called Clinton "the editor-in-chief, the curator-in-chief and in many times the art director of the exhibits".[3]

It is constructed primarily of steel and glass.[9] The main building is based on the diagonal truss. Originally, the museum was planned parallel to the river, but was quickly changed so it would lie perpendicular[image: External link] to the river, for the purpose of providing a better view to visitors. The western façade of the museum is a screen wall composed of laminated glass[image: External link] tiles, providing a sunscreen for the building. The underside is constructed of aluminum[image: External link].[5][8] Some critics dislike the bridge design, saying it looks too much like a trailer on stilts.[36]
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 Environment




The library incorporates many aspects of environmentally-sensitive design, in accordance to Clinton's work involving sustainable development[image: External link]. It first earned a Silver Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design[image: External link] (LEED) certification under the United States Green Building Council[image: External link] LEED for New Construction program in 2004 and later Platinum Certification under LEED-EB (LEED for Existing Buildings) in 2007.[43] The library's flooring is made of recycled rubber tires and there are charging stations for electric vehicles[image: External link] in the parking lot. In 2007, a rooftop garden[image: External link] was established atop the library, in addition to existing solar panels[image: External link]. The garden collects runoff[image: External link] and is maintained without the use of gasoline[image: External link]-powered lawn mowers[image: External link] and chemical pesticides[image: External link] or fertilizers[image: External link].[44]
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 Economic impact




After the location for the project was announced, many new businesses began to develop in the surrounding area. Numerous hotels, restaurants, housing complexes, offices, retail stores were established. The revived River Market district, a dining and retail area near the library, was created as a result of its location. In addition, over $1 billion of new real estate has been invested in downtown Little Rock.[45] The world headquarters of Heifer International[image: External link] is located just beyond the library.[8][46]

The center has spurred an estimated $2 billion in new projects in the surrounding parts of Little Rock. Since its opening, the library has had over 1.64 million visitors. The museum had 302,583 visitors in 2009 and 273,108 visitors in 2008. There were approximately 500,000 visitors during its first year (November 2004 – 2005).[46]
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 Student Outreach




The Clinton Presidential Center offers free admission to school groups, homeschool groups, and other school personnel with a reservation. Limited bus transportation grants for school districts are available. These are thanks to the generosity of The Bank of America Foundation.[47]

The center also offers four free-admission days annually in celebration of Presidents’ Day, the Fourth of July, President Clinton’s birthday, and the anniversary of the Clinton Center’s grand opening.
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 See also





	Presidential Records Act[image: External link]
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Public image of Bill Clinton






Former U.S. President Bill Clinton[image: External link]'s public image[image: External link] is most notably characterized by high public approval ratings, aided by his youthful appearance, as well as his charismatic, and soundbite[image: External link]-ready style of speech. His personal background and lifestyle led to Nobel Prize-winning novelist Toni Morrison to call him the first "black president". Clinton was also dogged by investigations throughout his presidency, particularly of sexual misconduct, damaging the public's beliefs of his trustworthiness, though his approval ratings remained high, even as his impeachment[image: External link] trial continued.
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 Public approval




Clinton's job approval rating ranged from 36% in mid-1993 to 64% in late 1993 and early 1994.[1] In his second term, his rating consistently ranged from the high-50s to the high-60s.[1][2] After his impeachment proceedings in 1998 and 1999, Clinton's rating reached its highest point at 73% approval.[3] He finished with a Gallup poll[image: External link] approval rating of 65%,[4] higher than that of every other departing president measured since Harry Truman[image: External link].[5]

As he was leaving office, a CNN/USA TODAY/Gallup poll revealed 45% said they'd miss him. While 55% thought he "would have something worthwhile to contribute and should remain active in public life", 68% thought he'd be remembered for his "involvement in personal scandal", and 58% answered "No" to the question "Do you generally think Bill Clinton is honest and trustworthy?". 47% of the respondents identified themselves as being Clinton supporters. 47% said he would be remembered as either "outstanding" or "above average" as a president while 22% said he would be remembered as "below average" or "poor".[6]

The Gallup Organization published a poll in February 2007 asking respondents to name the greatest president in U.S. history; Clinton came in fourth place, capturing 13% of the vote. In a 2006 Quinnipiac University Polling Institute poll asking respondents to name the best president since World War II, Clinton ranked 3% behind Ronald Reagan to place second with 25% of the vote. However, in the same poll, when respondents were asked to name the worst president since World War II, Clinton placed 1% behind Richard Nixon and 18% behind George W. Bush to come in third with 16% of the vote.[7]

In May 2006, a CNN poll comparing Clinton's job performance with that of his successor, George W. Bush, found that a strong majority of respondents said Clinton outperformed Bush in six different areas questioned.[8] ABC News characterized public consensus on Clinton as, "You can't trust him, he's got weak morals and ethics – and he's done a heck of a good job."[9] Clinton's 65% Gallup Poll approval rating was also the highest Gallup approval rating of any postwar[image: External link] President leaving office, one point ahead of Reagan.[10]
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 Public image




As the first Baby Boomer president, Clinton was the first president in a half-century not to have been alive during World War II. Authors Martin Walker and Bob Woodward state Clinton's innovative use of soundbite[image: External link]-ready dialogue, personal charisma, and public perception-oriented campaigning was responsible for his high public approval ratings.[11][12] When Clinton played the saxophone on The Arsenio Hall Show, Clinton was sometimes described by religious conservatives as "the MTV[image: External link] president."[13] Since 2000, he has frequently been referred to as "The Big Dog" or "Big Dog."[14][15] His prominent role in campaigning for President Obama during the 2012 presidential election[image: External link] and his widely publicised speech at the 2012 Democratic National Convention, where he officially nominated Obama and criticised Republican nominee Mitt Romney and Republican policies in detail, earned him the nickname "Explainer-in-Chief".[16][17] Other nicknames[image: External link] include "Slick Willie",[18] "The Comeback Kid",[19] "Bubba",[20] and "The First Black President".[21] Clinton, a Baptist,[22] has been open about his faith.[23]
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 Popularity among African-Americans




Clinton drew strong support from the African American[image: External link] community and made improving race relations a major theme of his presidency.[24] In 1998, Nobel Prize-winning author Toni Morrison in The New Yorker called Clinton "the first Black president," saying, "Clinton displays almost every trope of blackness[image: External link]: single-parent household, born poor, working-class, saxophone-playing, McDonald's-and-junk-food-loving boy from Arkansas," and comparing Clinton's sex life, scrutinized despite his career accomplishments, to the stereotyping and double standards[image: External link] that blacks typically endure.[25]

In 2008, Morrison's sentiments were raised anew as Barack Obama, who would later become the country's first African-American president, ran for the presidency. After endorsing Obama, Morrison distanced herself from her 1998 remark about Clinton, saying that it was misunderstood. She alleged that she has "no idea what his real instincts are, in terms of race" and claimed she was only describing the way he was being treated during the impeachment trial as an equivalent to a poor black person living in the ghetto.[26] Obama himself, when asked in a Democratic debate about Morrison's declaration of Clinton as "black", replied that Clinton had an enormous "affinity" with the black community, but joked he would need to see Clinton's dancing ability before judging him to be black.[27][28]

One measure of Clinton's popularity among African-American and other minority citizens was demonstrated in 2002, when the Compton Unified School District[image: External link] in Compton, California[image: External link] chose a name for a new primary school. The district is evenly divided between African American and Hispanic students; community leaders decided rather than name the school after an African American or Hispanic figure, potentially snubbing one of the communities, they would christen name the school after Clinton, whose popularity in both communities was enormous.
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 Sexual misconduct allegations




Throughout his career, Clinton has been subject to various allegations of sexual misconduct, though only his extramarital sexual relationships with Lewinsky and Flowers have been admitted by him.[29]

For alleged misconduct during his governorship Paula Jones brought a sexual harassment lawsuit against Clinton while he was president. Clinton argued that as a sitting president, he should not be vulnerable to a civil suit of this nature. The case landed in the U.S. Supreme Court. The Supreme Court held that "Deferral of this litigation until petitioner's Presidency ends is not constitutionally required."[30]

However, Republican judge Susan Webber Wright of Arkansas dismissed the case.[31][32] Soon afterwards, Jones appealed the dismissal to the United States Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit.[33]

During the deposition for the Jones lawsuit which was held at the White House,[34] Clinton denied having sexual relations[image: External link] with Monica Lewinsky – a denial that became the basis for the impeachment charge of perjury.

On November 18, 1998, Clinton agreed to an out-of-court settlement, and agreed to pay Jones and her attorneys a sum of $850,000.00.[35] Clinton, however, still offered no apology to Jones and still denied ever engaging in a sexual affair with her.[35]

In 1998, Kathleen Willey alleged Clinton sexually assaulted her four years previously. In 1998, Juanita Broaddrick alleged she was raped by Clinton some twenty years previously. The independent counsel determined Willey gave "false information" to the FBI and inconsistent sworn testimony related to the Jones allegation. Broaddrick's only sworn testimony about Clinton was a previous denial of any harassment by Clinton.[36] Gennifer Flowers, Elizabeth Ward Gracen[image: External link], Sally Perdue[image: External link] and Dolly Kyle Browning – claimed to have had adulterous[image: External link] sexual relations with Clinton during or before his service as governor. Gracen later apologized to Hillary Clinton for having sex with Bill.[37] After Gracen made her claim, Independent Counsel Kenneth Starr issued a subpoena to have her testify in court. Gracen, however, eluded the subpoena.[38]

Dolly Kyle Browning alleged that she and Clinton engaged in a long sexual affair between the years of 1959 and 1992.[39] Browning began writing a "semi-autobiographical novel" about the affair. In the publication process, Browning claims that Clinton did everything in his power to prohibit and undermine publication. Browning sued Clinton for damages, but the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit[image: External link] denied her appeal.[40]
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 "Hairgate"




A haircut Clinton received on May 13, 1993 by the stylist Cristophe[image: External link] aboard Air Force One at Los Angeles International Airport[image: External link] became the subject of controversy at the time. The national media initially reported that much air traffic was affected while two runways were shut down for an hour on account of the president's plane standing on the tarmac[image: External link].[41]

The Washington Post[image: External link] mentioned "the most famous haircut since Samson[image: External link]'s" in front page articles nine times over a six-week period,[42] and all other newspapers also seized on the story of what was called "the most expensive haircut in history".[43] Later investigations revealed that no commercial airliners had suffered delays,[44] but that was much less reported.[45]
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My Life (Bill Clinton autobiography)






My Life is a 2004 autobiography[image: External link] written by former President of the United States Bill Clinton, who left office on January 20, 2001. It was released on June 22, 2004. The book was published by the Knopf Publishing Group[image: External link] and became a bestseller; the book sold in excess of 2,250,000 copies. Clinton had received what was at the time the world's highest book advance fee, $15 million (equivalent to $19 million in 2016).[1]
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 Summary and themes




In My Life Clinton covered his life chronologically, beginning with his early years in Hope, Arkansas, and his family's move to Hot Springs, Arkansas, where he attended school and learned the tenor saxophone. It later had a peripheral role in his political public appearances. He had an early interest in politics, which he pursued in college. He eventually ran for and won the Governorship[image: External link] of Arkansas, and later, the Presidency of the United States. Along the way, Clinton offers anecdotes of ordinary people he had interacted with over the years.

Early in Clinton's life, he recalls listening to his family's stories of others and learning


"that no one is perfect but most people are good; that people can't be judged by their worst or weakest moments; that harsh judgments can make hypocrites of us all; that a lot of life is just showing up and hanging on; that laughter is often the best, and sometimes the only, response to pain."



Following his defeat for second term as governor, Clinton remarks, "the system can only absorb so much change at once; no one can beat all the entrenched interests at the same time; and if people think you've stopped listening, you're sunk."

In a political battle, he said that one should wait for an attack from his opponent, then counterpunch as strong and as fast as possible. Early gaffes in Clinton's political career were a result, he believed, of taking too long to respond to attacks.
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 Writing process




Clinton spent about two and a half years on the book. He gathered material for four months, wrote an outline, and spent two years and two months writing the book. The book's editor was Justin Cooper[image: External link]. "I wrote it out long hand, left blanks for research, he'd do the research, put it in the computer, print it out, and then we'd edit it", Clinton said. "Every page in this book has probably been gone over somewhere between three and nine times." The original draft for the book was written completely in long-hand. "[There were] 22 big, thick notebooks."[2]
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 Reaction




At 1,008 pages, the memoir was chided for its length, with comedian Jon Stewart[image: External link] joking, "I have to confess, I did not finish the entire book; I'm on ... page 12,000."[3] Former President George W. Bush joked that it was "10,000 pages long."[4]

In 2007 Teletext[image: External link] carried out a survey of British readers, the results of which revealed that of the respondents who had purchased or borrowed My Life, 30 percent had either not read it, or had begun to read it but had not finished it.[5]

Clinton's former advisor Dick Morris wrote a rebuttal named Because He Could (2004), criticizing My Life. In his own book, Morris presented what he believed to be factual inaccuracies of different events Clinton depicted in My Life.[6]

Clinton earned US$30 million as of April 2008 from the sales of My Life and his follow-up book, Giving: How Each of Us Can Change the World.[7]
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 Editions




In addition to the full-volume hardback that was initially released, several other editions followed, including: a limited deluxe edition that was numbered, slipcased, and autographed (ISBN 978-1400044504[image: External link]); trade paperback; audio (read by Bill Clinton); and a mass market paperback edition separated into two volumes. The audiobook[image: External link] edition, read by Clinton and published by Random House Audio, won the 2005 Grammy Award[image: External link] for Best Spoken Word Album.

This was the second time Clinton had won the award; in February 2004, Clinton (along with former leader of the Soviet Union[image: External link] Mikhail Gorbachev and actress Sophia Loren[image: External link]) won the Grammy Award for Best Spoken Word Album for Children. They were narrators for the Russian National Orchestra[image: External link]'s album Peter and the Wolf/Wolf Tracks[image: External link].
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Post-presidency of Bill Clinton






Bill Clinton was the 42nd President of the United States, serving from 1993 to 2001. After he left office, he continued to be active in the public sphere, touring the world, writing books, and campaigning for Democrats[image: External link], including his wife, Hillary Clinton, who served as the junior US Senator from New York[image: External link] between 2001 and 2009 and the 67th[image: External link] United States Secretary of State between 2009 and 2013 on her presidential campaigns in 2008, in which she was runner-up, and in 2016[image: External link], when she lost the election to Donald Trump.
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 Public speaking and campaigning




At the end of his presidency, the Clintons moved to Chappaqua, New York, in Westchester County. Clinton opened his personal office in the Harlem[image: External link] section of New York City.[1] In 2000, Clinton assisted his wife in her campaign for office as Senator from New York.[2] Clinton campaigned for a number of Democratic candidates for the Senate in the 2002 elections.[3]

Clinton comments on contemporary politics in speaking engagements around the world.[4][5] One notable theme is his advocacy of multilateral solutions to world problems.

Clinton spoke for the fifth consecutive time at a Democratic National Convention on July 26, 2004, praising candidate John Kerry. He said of President George W. Bush's depiction of Kerry, "strength and wisdom are not opposing values." Despite Clinton's speech, the post-convention bounce to Kerry's poll numbers was less than was hoped for.[6]

Clinton has given dozens of paid speeches each year, mostly to corporations and philanthropic groups in North America and Europe, often earning $100,000 to $300,000 per speech.[7] According to his wife's Senate ethics reports, he earned more than $30 million in speaking from 2001 to 2005.[8] In 2007, it is estimated he amassed around $40 million from speaking.[9] Clinton earned more than $104 million from paid speeches between 2001 and 2012.[10]

Clinton made his first visit to new United Nations[image: External link] Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon[image: External link] in April 2007. The 45-minute meeting, called at Clinton's request, touched on a host of topics, including disease, war, famine and poverty in Africa, especially in the Darfur[image: External link] region. The Middle East, the conflict in Iraq, and Iran's nuclear standoff with the U.N. were on the agenda, as well as HIV/AIDS.[11]

He was the opening speaker at the Ontario Economic Summit held on November 13, 2007 in which he addressed people on various subjects including Canada's role in Afghanistan[image: External link], environmentalism[image: External link] and access to healthcare[image: External link].[12]

Clinton served as one of the organizers for the New Baptist Covenant[image: External link] alongside former President Jimmy Carter[image: External link] and other Baptist leaders. This effort sought to bring various Baptists in America together, especially across racial lines, to discuss issues that unite them. Clinton spoke at the January 2008 celebration in Atlanta, GA.
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 William J. Clinton Presidential Center




Main article: William J. Clinton Presidential Center and Park


Clinton dedicated his presidential library[image: External link], the William J. Clinton Presidential Center in Little Rock, Arkansas on November 18, 2004.[13] Under rainy skies, Clinton received praise from former presidents Jimmy Carter[image: External link] and George H. W. Bush, as well as from then-president George W. Bush. He was treated to a musical rendition from Bono[image: External link] and The Edge[image: External link] from U2[image: External link], who expressed their gratitude at Clinton's efforts to resolve the Northern Ireland conflict[image: External link] during his presidency.[14] The library has the largest archives of any presidential library.

The Clinton facility was funded to a large degree by donations from foreign governments, receiving a $10 million donation from the royal family of Saudi Arabia.[15]
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 Published work




See also: My Life (Bill Clinton autobiography) and Giving: How Each of Us Can Change the World


Clinton released a personal autobiography[image: External link], My Life in 2004. The book was published by the Knopf Publishing Group[image: External link] at Random House on June 22, 2004. According to the publisher, for single day non-fiction book sales, the book set a worldwide record.[16] Later released as an audio book, total sales were in excess of 400,000 copies. As a writer's fee, he received U.S. $12 million in advance.[17]

He released, Giving: How Each of Us Can Change the World in September 2007, which became a bestseller and gandered positive reviews.[18] The book is about citizen activism and the role of public charity and public service[image: External link] in the modern world.[19] The audiobook[image: External link] version was nominated for a 2008 Grammy Award[image: External link] in the category of Best Spoken Word Album[image: External link].

In 2011, Clinton released a book "Back to Work: Why We Need Smart Government for a Strong Economy." The book details Clinton's suggestions for improving the economy.
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 William J. Clinton Foundation




Main article: William J. Clinton Foundation


The William J. Clinton Foundation promotes and provides for a number of humanitarian causes. Within the foundation, the Clinton Foundation HIV[image: External link] and AIDS[image: External link] Initiative (CHAI) strives to make treatment for HIV/AIDS more affordable and to implement large-scale integrated care, treatment, and prevention programs. While in Sydney to attend a Global Business Forum, Clinton signed a memorandum of understanding on behalf of his presidential foundation with the Australian government to promote HIV/AIDS programs in the Asia-Pacific[image: External link] region.

The Clinton Global Initiative (CGI), funded by the Clinton Foundation, was inaugurated September 15–17, 2005 in New York City to coincide with the 2005 World Summit[image: External link]. The focus areas of the initiative include attempts to address world problems such as global public health, poverty[image: External link] alleviation and religious and ethnic conflict.[20]

Clinton announced through the William J. Clinton Foundation an agreement by major soft drink manufacturers to stop selling sugared sodas and juice drinks, in public primary and secondary schools within the United States, on May 3, 2005.[21]

The foundation has received donations from a number of foreign governments, including the king of Morocco[image: External link], a foundation linked to the United Arab Emirates[image: External link], and the governments of Kuwait[image: External link] and Qatar[image: External link].[22]

In 2008 newspapers reported that "Mr Clinton had travelled to Kazakhstan[image: External link] with a Canadian mining magnate, Frank Giustra[image: External link], to meet its dictator president. Mr Giustra later won three lucrative uranium mining contracts from the government and then donated $US31 million to Mr Clinton's charity."[22]
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 Relations with George H. W. Bush




In the aftermath of the Asian tsunami[image: External link] and Hurricane Katrina, Clinton established, with fellow former President George H. W. Bush, the Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund and Bush-Clinton Tsunami Fund, for which they were awarded the 2006 Philadelphia Liberty Medal[image: External link] on October 5, 2006.[23] They spoke together at the funeral of Boris Yeltsin.[24]

Then-President George W. Bush, to help the victims of the 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake[image: External link], named Clinton and George H. W. Bush to lead a nationwide campaign on January 3, 2005. U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan[image: External link] selected Clinton to head the United Nations[image: External link] earthquake and tsunami relief and reconstruction effort[image: External link] on February 1, 2005.[25]

Five days later, to raise money for relief through the USA Freedom Corps[image: External link], Clinton and Bush appeared on the Fox[image: External link] Super Bowl XXXIX pre-game show.[26] Thirteen days later, to see the relief efforts, they traveled to the affected areas.[27]
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 Environment




To create the Clinton Foundation Climate Change Initiative (CCI), the William J. Clinton Foundation entered into a partnership with the Large Cities Climate Leadership Group on August 1, 2006, agreeing to provide resources to allow the participating cities to enter into an energy-saving product purchasing consortium and to provide technical and communications support.[28]

Clinton criticized the Bush administration for its handling of emissions control while speaking at the United Nations Climate Change Conference[image: External link] in Montreal[image: External link] on December 9, 2005. To promote initiatives concerning the environment[image: External link], Clinton twice visited the University of California, Los Angeles in 2006. First, to advertise the Large Cities Climate Leadership Group, he met with Tony Blair[image: External link], Ken Livingstone[image: External link], Antonio Villaraigosa[image: External link], and Gavin Newsom[image: External link] on August 1, 2006. On October 13, 2006, he spoke in favor of California Proposition 87 on alternative energy[image: External link], which was voted down.[29]
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 Personal health




On September 2, 2004, while campaigning for Kerry, Clinton had an episode of angina[image: External link] and was evaluated at Northern Westchester Hospital[image: External link]. It was determined he did not suffer a coronary infarction[image: External link], and he was sent home, returning the following day for angiography[image: External link], which disclosed multiple vessel coronary artery disease[image: External link]. He was transferred to Columbia Presbyterian Medical Center[image: External link] in New York City, where he underwent a successful on-pump quadruple coronary artery bypass surgery[image: External link] on September 6, 2004. The medical team stated, had he not had surgery, he would have likely suffered a massive heart attack[image: External link] within a few months.[30] As a complication of his heart surgery, Clinton underwent a follow-up surgery on March 10, 2005 for a left pleural effusion[image: External link], removing scar tissue and fluid from his left chest cavity.[31]

On February 11, 2010, he was rushed to Columbia Presbyterian Hospital[image: External link] in New York City after complaining of chest pains, and had two coronary stents implanted in his heart.[32][33][34][35] He has since recovered and become a vegan.[36]
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 2008 Presidential election




In the course of the 2008 Democratic presidential primary campaign[image: External link], Clinton vigorously advocated on behalf of his wife, Hillary Clinton, leading some observers and party members to question the appropriateness of his role in view of his status as a former president.[37] Some felt that Clinton was overshadowing his wife in the campaign,[38][39][40] with her presidential rival Barack Obama complaining that he sometimes "did not know which Clinton he was running against."[41] At a MSNBC debate, Republican primary candidate Mitt Romney said that he "can't imagine Bill Clinton left with nothing to do in the White House", suggesting that Clinton would be a "co-president and try and help manage the economy and help manage the world affairs".[42]

Top Democratic Party officials, including Congressman Rahm Emanuel[image: External link], chairman of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, asked Clinton to tone down his attacks on Obama following the bitterly contested Nevada caucus, suggesting that Clinton could be damaging his own political capital and global stature.[43] Some commentators even accused the former president of "playing the race card" against Obama, who is half-black, by suggesting he would understand if South Carolina's African Americans naturally would vote for the black candidate, but rejected suggestions that America was not ready for a black President.[44][45][46] Many felt that by alienating black voters who had once overwhelmingly supported the Clintons, Clinton had tarnished his legacy as the so-called "first black president."[47][48] In particular, Rep. James Clyburn[image: External link] (D-SC) suggested that Clinton's vocal attacks on Obama could damage the former President's legacy.[49] Following his wife's disappointing defeat in South Carolina, Clinton again made headlines when he appeared to undermine and racialize[image: External link] Obama's victory by comparing it to Jesse Jackson[image: External link]'s failed 1984 bid for the Presidency.[50] Some observers suggested that the controversial comments fueled Sen. Ted Kennedy's decision to endorse Sen. Obama for the Presidency.[51] Clinton attracted further controversy with a series of attacks against Obama that many independents and former Clinton supporters felt to be unfair.[47][52][53][54] While some believed the attacks might eventually pay off,[55] others felt they would damage Hillary Clinton's presidential prospects and alienate Democratic voters in the general election.[52][53][56] Bill Clinton defended his role in the campaign in South Carolina[image: External link], disputing claims he made race[image: External link] a campaign issue.[57] According to some reports, the accusations of racism hurt him personally, as blacks had long been Clinton's most loyal supporters.[58][59]

During the primary campaign, his wife's aides criticized Clinton's freelancing and deemed his office uncooperative– at one point, they complained, his people would not allow one of her people to ride on his plane to campaign stops. His aides, on the other hand, stewed over what they saw as her people's disregard for the advice of one of this generation's great political minds and bristled at surrendering control of his schedule. On the night of the Pennsylvania primary[image: External link], Clinton grew playfully competitive with his wife over who had done more events or had had more impact. Governor Ed Rendell showed Clinton the county-by-county returns, while she was superstitious and rarely watched election night coverage. According to Rendell, "The president wanted to know exactly what the returns were in the places he had been and Hillary hadn't been. He kept showing Hillary, and she would laugh."[58][59]

Due to Clinton's prominent role in his wife's presidential run and his criticism of Obama, many perceived an enduring distance between the two. Clinton was asked later if he thought presidential nominee Barack Obama was qualified to be president. He replied that the Constitution sets qualifications. When pressed as to whether Obama was "ready" to be president, Clinton replied, "You could argue that no one is ready to be president."[60] Such remarks lead to apprehension that the party would be split to the detriment of Obama's election. Fears were allayed August 27, 2008 when Clinton enthusiastically endorsed Obama at the 2008 Democratic National Convention, saying that all his experience as president assures him that Obama is "ready to lead".[61]
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 Trip to North Korea




See also: 2009 imprisonment of American journalists by North Korea


Clinton made an unannounced trip to North Korea[image: External link], a country with which the United States does not have diplomatic relations[image: External link], on August 4, 2009.[62] Clinton arrived in Pyongyang[image: External link] in order to negotiate the release of U.S. citizens Euna Lee and Laura Ling, who were imprisoned by North Korean forces for illegally entering the country from China while filming a documentary and given a 12-year sentence.[63] His visit to North Korea is the second such trip by a former U.S. president, the other occurring when Jimmy Carter[image: External link] visited in 1994.[63] After meeting with North Korean leader Kim Jong-il, Kim issued a special pardon for the two journalists.[64] On the morning of August 5, the journalists were released from custody and flew home to the United States with Clinton.[65]
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 2010 Haiti earthquake




In 2009, Clinton was named United Nations[image: External link] Special Envoy to Haiti.[66] On January 16, 2010, in response to the 2010 Haiti earthquake, U.S. President Barack Obama announced that Clinton and George W. Bush will coordinate efforts to raise funds for Haiti's recovery.[67]
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 2012 presidential election




Clinton was a major surrogate for President Barack Obama in the election year, most notably delivering a forty-five-minute speech on the second night of the Democratic National Convention, 2012[image: External link] that was well received in the press, with former Romney consultant Alex Castellanos[image: External link] even stating Clinton had "won the election" for Obama. Clinton remained a powerful surrogate for the President, and was the second person Obama called after receiving Republican candidate Mitt Romney's concession. Clinton also later spoke with Romney, mentioning he felt that Hurricane Sandy[image: External link] had secured Obama's victory.[68] Many, including David Axelrod[image: External link], have stated Clinton played a crucial role in Obama's campaign.[69]
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 2016 presidential election




Over the course of the election year, Clinton supported the presidential campaign[image: External link] of his wife Hillary. In early January, Republican primary frontrunner Donald Trump suggested that Clinton's past infidelities could harm his wife's campaign, Clinton afterward dismissing him: "Donald Trump says a lot of things".[70] On March 21, Clinton made comments about putting "the awful legacy of the last eight years behind us", leading to speculation that he was negatively referring to the Obama presidency. However, on March 24, Hillary Clinton said that her husband was actually referring to the difficulty Obama had in compromising with Republicans.[71]

On June 29, 2016, Clinton had a private conversation with Attorney General Loretta Lynch[image: External link] in Phoenix, Arizona. Clinton's meeting with Lynch, while his wife Hillary was under an FBI probe for the use of a private e-mail server, raised questions about a conflict of interest as well as the ability of the Department of Justice to conduct an independent investigation. Clinton and Lynch insisted that their conversation was purely social.[72][73]

On November 10, a Clinton aide said he had phoned Trump that afternoon to congratulate the president-elect on his victory.[74] On December 20, Trump took to Twitter to claim Clinton called him after the election, which Clinton himself shortly afterward confirmed, and that the former president "doesn't know much" about attracting voters in swing states[image: External link].[75]
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 Other
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 Soccer




Clinton visited the 2010 World Cup[image: External link] in South Africa, and was an avid booster of the American team. He was also one of the proponents of the United States 2018 and 2022 World Cup bids[image: External link]. Clinton had been president when the U.S. hosted the 1994 World Cup[image: External link].
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 Disbarment from Supreme Court practice




Clinton was disbarred from practicing law before the Supreme Court of the United States in 2001.[76]
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 Fiction writer




In May 2017, Clinton announced that he would be co-authoring a book called "The President is Missing" with his best selling crime novelist, James Patterson[image: External link]. The book is due release in June 2018. [77]
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The Clinton Foundation (founded in 1997 as the William J. Clinton Foundation),[2] and from 2013 to 2015, briefly renamed the Bill, Hillary & Chelsea Clinton Foundation[3]) is a non-profit organization under section 501(c)(3)[image: External link] of the U.S. tax code. It was established by former President of the United States Bill Clinton with the stated mission to "strengthen the capacity of people in the United States and throughout the world to meet the challenges of global interdependence."[4] Its offices are located in New York City[image: External link] and Little Rock, Arkansas.

Through 2016 the foundation had raised an estimated $2 billion from U.S. corporations, foreign governments and corporations, political donors, and various other groups and individuals.[5] The acceptance of funds from wealthy donors has been a source of controversy.[5][6] The foundation "has won accolades from philanthropy experts and has drawn bipartisan support".[5]

Charitable grants are not a major focus of the Clinton Foundation, which instead uses most of its money to carry out its own humanitarian programs.[7]

This foundation is a public organization to which anyone may donate and is distinct from the Clinton Family Foundation, a private organization for personal Clinton family philanthropy.[8][9]

According to the Foundation's website, neither Bill Clinton nor his daughter, Chelsea Clinton (both are members of the governing board), draws any salary or receives any income from the Foundation. When Hillary Clinton was a board member she, too, received no income from the Foundation.[10]
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 History




The origins of the foundation go back to 1997, when then-president Bill Clinton was focused mostly on fundraising[image: External link] for the future Clinton Presidential Center in Little Rock, Arkansas.[1]

Bill founded the William J. Clinton Foundation in 2001 following the completion of his presidency.[11] Longtime Clinton advisor Bruce Lindsey became the CEO in 2004.[12][13] Later, Lindsey moved from being CEO to being chair, largely for health reasons.[12] Other Clinton hands who played an important early role included Doug Band[image: External link][14] and Ira Magaziner[image: External link]. Additional Clinton associates who have had senior positions at the foundation include John Podesta and Laura Graham.[11]

The foundation's success is spurred by Bill's worldwide fame and his ability to bring together corporate executives, celebrities, and government officials.[11] Similarly, the foundation areas of involvement have often corresponded to whatever Bill suddenly felt an interest in.[11]

Preceding Barack Obama's 2009 nomination of Hillary Clinton as U.S. Secretary of State[image: External link], Bill Clinton agreed to accept a number of conditions and restrictions regarding his ongoing activities and fundraising efforts for the Clinton Presidential Center and the Clinton Global Initiative.[15] Accordingly, a list of donors was released in December 2008.[16]

By 2011, Chelsea Clinton was taking a dominant role in the foundation and had a seat on its board.[11][17] To raise money for the Foundation, she gave paid speeches, such as her $65,000 2014 address at the University of Missouri[image: External link] in Kansas City for the opening of the Starr Women's Hall of Fame.[18]

In 2013, Hillary Clinton joined the foundation following her tenure as Secretary of State. She planned to focus her work on issues regarding women and children,[19][20] as well as economic development.[12] Accordingly, at that point, it was renamed the "Bill, Hillary & Chelsea Clinton Foundation".[11] Extra attention was paid to the foundation due to the 2016 United States presidential election[image: External link].[11][12]

In July 2013, Eric Braverman was named CEO of the foundation.[13] He is a friend and former colleague of Chelsea Clinton from McKinsey & Company[image: External link].[11][12] At the same time, Chelsea Clinton was named vice chair of the foundation's board.[11][13] The foundation was also in the midst of a move to two floors of the Time-Life Building[image: External link] in Midtown Manhattan.[11]

Chelsea Clinton moved the organization to an outside review, conducted by the firm of Simpson Thacher & Bartlett[image: External link]. Its conclusions were made public in mid-2013.[12] The main focus was to determine how the foundation could achieve firm financial footing that was not dependent upon the former president's fundraising abilities, how it could operate more like a permanent entity rather than a start-up organization, and thus how it could survive and prosper beyond Bill Clinton's lifetime.[11][12] Dennis Cheng[image: External link], a former Hillary Clinton campaign official and State Department deputy chief, was named to oversee a $250 million endowment drive.[11] The review also found the management and structure of the foundation needed improvements, including an increase in the size of its board of directors that would have a more direct involvement in planning and budget activities.[12] Additionally, the review said that all employees needed to understand the foundation's conflict of interest policies and that expense reports needed a more formal review process.[12]

In January 2015, Braverman announced his resignation. Politico[image: External link] attributed the move to being "partly from a power struggle inside the foundation between and among the coterie of Clinton loyalists who have surrounded the former president for decades and who helped start and run the foundation."[21] He was succeeded at first in an acting capacity by former deputy assistant secretary, Maura Pally.[22]

On February 18, 2015, The Washington Post reported that, "the foundation has won accolades from philanthropy experts and has drawn bipartisan support, with members of the George W. Bush administration often participating in its programs."[5]

In March 2015, former Secretary of Health and Human Services[image: External link] in the Clinton administration, Donna Shalala, was selected to run the Clinton Foundation.[23]

In August 2016 The Boston Globe[image: External link]'s editorial board suggested that the Clinton Foundation cease accepting donations. The Globe's editorial board offered praise for the foundation's work but added that "as long as either of the Clintons are in public office, or actively seeking it, they should not operate a charity, too" because it represents a conflict of interest and a political distraction.[24]

In 2016, the Reuters wire news service reported that the Clinton Foundation suspected that it had been the target of a cyber security breach[image: External link]. As a consequence of the suspected cyber security breach, Clinton Foundation officials retained a security firm, FireEye[image: External link], to evaluate its data systems. The cyber security breach has been described as sharing similarities with cyberattacks that targeted other institutions, such as the Democratic National Committee[image: External link].[25]

In October 2016, The Wall Street Journal reported that four FBI field offices[image: External link]—in New York, Los Angeles, Washington and Little Rock—had been collecting information about the Clinton Foundation to determine whether "there was evidence of financial crimes or influence-peddling." In a reported separate investigation, the Washington field office was investigating Terry McAuliffe before he became a board member of the Clinton Foundation.[26]
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 Board of directors




As of October 2016, the board members are:[27]



	
Bruce Lindsey, chairman

	
Chelsea Clinton, vice chair

	Bill Clinton

	Frank Giustra[image: External link]

	Rolando Gonzalez-Bunster[image: External link]

	Eric Goosby[image: External link]

	Hadeel Ibrahim[image: External link]

	Lisa Jackson[image: External link]

	Cheryl Mills[image: External link]

	Cheryl Saban[image: External link]
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 Programs and initiatives
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 Clinton Health Access Initiative (CHAI)




As of January 1, 2010, the Clinton HIV/AIDS Initiative, an initiative of the Clinton Foundation, became a separate nonprofit organization called the Clinton Health Access Initiative (CHAI).[11][28] Organizations such as the Clinton Foundation continue to supply anti-malarial drugs to Africa and other affected areas; according to director Inder Singh, in 2011 more than 12 million individuals will be supplied with subsidized anti-malarial drugs.[29]

In May 2007, CHAI and UNITAID[image: External link] announced agreements that help middle-income and low-income countries save money on second-line drugs. The partnership also reduced the price of a once-daily first-line treatment to less than $1 per day.[30]

The Clinton Foundation HIV/AIDS Initiative's work on the ground has been subject of some criticism. The American Enterprise Institute[image: External link], a conservative think tank, wrote that governments and organizations in Africa and Asia that partnered with the Foundation expressed caution and alarm at the Foundation's focus on treating a large number of patients with less regard for the importance of adherence, follow-up and quality of care.[31]

CHAI was spun off into a separate organization in 2010; Ira Magaziner became its CEO (he had been a key figure in the Clinton health care plan of 1993).[11] Chelsea Clinton joined its board in 2011, as did Tachi Yamada[image: External link], former President of the Global Health Program at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation[image: External link].[11]
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 Clinton Global Initiative (CGI) and CGI U




The Clinton Global Initiative (CGI) was founded in 2005 by Bill Clinton. Doug Band[image: External link], counselor to Bill, was also heavily involved in the formation.[14] Clinton has credited Band with being the originator of CGI and has noted that "Doug had the idea to do this."[32] Band left his paid position at CGI in 2010,[11] preferring to emphasize his Teneo[image: External link] business and family pursuits, but remains on the CGI advisory board.[12] The overlap between CGI and Teneo, of which Bill was a paid advisor, drew criticism.[11]

In 2007, Bill started CGI U, which expanded the model of CGI to students, universities, and national youth organizations. CGI U has been held at Tulane University[image: External link], the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link], the University of Miami[image: External link], the University of California, San Diego, The George Washington University[image: External link], Washington University in St. Louis[image: External link], Arizona State University[image: External link], and University of California, Berkeley[image: External link]. Panelists and speakers have included Jon Stewart[image: External link], Madeleine Albright, Vandana Shiva[image: External link], Bill and Chelsea Clinton, Stephen Colbert[image: External link], Jack Dorsey[image: External link], Greg Stanton[image: External link], U.S. Rep. Gabrielle Giffords[image: External link], Shane Battier[image: External link], Salman Khan (founder of Khan Academy[image: External link]), and U.S. Rep. John Lewis[image: External link].[33][34][35][36][37]

In September 2016, it was announced that the Initiative would be winding down to be discontinued and that 74 employees would be let go at the end of the year.[38][39] In January 2017, it was announced that another 22 employees would be let go by April 15, 2017, and that CGI University would be continued.[40][41]
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 Clinton Global Citizen Awards




The Clinton Global Citizen Awards are a set of awards which have been given by the Clinton Global Initiative every year since 2007.[42] The awards are given to individuals who, in the opinion of the Clinton Foundation, are "outstanding individuals who exemplify global citizenship through their vision and leadership".[42] Past recipients of the award include Mexican businessman and philanthropist Carlos Slim[image: External link],[42] Irish billionaire Denis O'Brien[image: External link],[43] Moroccan entrepreneur Mohammad Abbad Andaloussi[image: External link],[44] Rwandan President Paul Kagame[image: External link],[45] Afghan women's rights activist Suraya Pakzad[image: External link],[46] Dominican Republic[image: External link] President Leonel Fernández[image: External link],[47] and Pakistani labor rights activist Syeda Ghulam Fatima[image: External link].[48]
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 Clinton Climate Initiative (CCI)




In August 2006, Bill Clinton started a program to fight climate change, the Clinton Foundation's Climate Initiative (CCI) .[49] The CCI directly runs various programs to prevent deforestation and to rehabilitate forests and other landscapes worldwide, develop clean energy, and help island nations threatened by rising ocean levels.[50]

On August 1, 2006, the Foundation entered into a partnership with the Large Cities Climate Leadership Group, agreeing to provide resources to allow the participating cities to enter into an energy-saving product purchasing consortium and to provide technical and communications support.[51]

In May 2007, CCI announced its first project which will help some large cities cut greenhouse gas emissions by facilitating retrofitting of existing buildings. Five large banks committed $1 billion each to help cities and building owners make energy-saving improvements aimed at lowering energy use and energy costs.[52] At the 2007 Clinton Global Initiative, Bill Clinton announced the 1Sky[image: External link] campaign to accelerate bold federal policy on global warming.[53] The 1Sky campaign supports at least an 80% reduction in climate pollution levels by 2050.

On May 19, 2009, CCI announced the global Climate Positive Development Program where it will work with the U.S. Green Building Council[image: External link] to promote "climate positive" city growth.[54]

Norway and Germany are among the countries co-financing projects with the CCI in numerous developing and third-world countries.[55][56][57]
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 Clinton Development Initiative (CDI)




The Clinton Development Initiative, originally the Clinton Hunter Development Initiative, was formed in 2006 as a partnership with Scottish philanthropist Sir Tom Hunter[image: External link]'s Hunter Foundation to target the root causes of poverty in Africa[image: External link] and promote sustainable economic growth.[58]
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 The Alliance for a Healthier Generation




The Alliance for a Healthier Generation is a partnership between the Clinton Foundation and the American Heart Association[image: External link] that was working to end the childhood obesity epidemic in the United States by 2010.

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation[image: External link], which provided an initial $8 million to start the Healthy Schools Program, awarded a $20 million grant to expand the program to over 8,000 schools in states with the highest obesity rates.[59]

At the industry level, the Alliance struck agreements with major food and beverage manufacturers to provide kids with nutritional options, and established nutrition guidelines for school vending machines, stores and cafeterias to promote healthy eating. Some of the companies involved in these efforts are Coca-Cola[image: External link], Cadbury plc[image: External link], Campbell Soup Company[image: External link], Groupe Danone[image: External link], Kraft Foods[image: External link], Mars[image: External link] and PepsiCo[image: External link].[60][61]
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 Clinton Giustra Sustainable Growth Initiative




Established in 2007 with Canadian mining executive Frank Giustra[image: External link] — founder of the petroleum company Pacific Rubiales (renamed Pacific Exploration & Production[image: External link] in 2015) — CGSGI describes itself as "pioneering an innovative approach to poverty alleviation."[62] Giustra's involvement with the Clinton Foundation has been criticized by the International Business Times[image: External link], the Washington Post[image: External link], and the American Media Institute because it was accompanied by a sudden reversal in Hillary Clinton's position while Secretary of State concerning the United States–Colombia Free Trade Agreement[image: External link], an agreement which she had previously opposed "as bad for labor rights."[63][64][65][66]
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 Clinton Health Matters Initiative (CHMI)




In November 2012, Bill Clinton announced the launch of the Clinton Health Matters Initiative (CHMI). CHMI is a national initiative, building on the Clinton Foundation's work on global health and childhood obesity, that works to improve the health and well-being of people across the United States by activating individuals, communities, and organizations to make meaningful contributions to the health of others. CHMI holds an annual Health Matters conference every January in the Coachella Valley[image: External link].[67]
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 Disaster relief




The Foundation has funded extensive disaster relief programs following the 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake[image: External link] and Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Shortly after Hurricane Katrina hit, President George W. Bush asked former Presidents George H. W. Bush and Bill Clinton to raise funds to help rebuild the Gulf Coast[image: External link] region. The two Presidents, having worked together to assist victims of the Indian Ocean tsunami, established the Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund to identify and meet the unmet needs in the region, foster economic opportunity, and to improve the quality of life of those affected.[68] In the first month after the hurricane, the Fund collected over 42,000 online donations alone; approximately $128.4 million has been received to date from all 50 states and $30.9 million from foreign countries. The foundation has been involved in Haiti both before and after the 2010 Haiti earthquake.[11][69]
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 No Ceilings project




In 2013, Hillary Clinton established a partnership between the foundation and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation[image: External link] to gather and study data on the progress of women and girls around the world since the United Nations Fourth World Conference On Women[image: External link] in Beijing in 1995.[70][71] This is called "No Ceilings: The Full Participation Project."[70][71] The Project released a report in March 2015.[72]
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 Charity review sources




In March, 2015, the charity watchdog group Charity Navigator[image: External link] added the Clinton Foundation to a watch list (a designation meant to warn donors that questions have been raised about an entity's practices), after several news organizations raised questions over donations from corporations and foreign governments. It removed the foundation from its watch list in late December of that year.[73] In September 2016, it gave it its highest possible rating, four out of four stars, after its customary review of the Foundation's financial records and tax statements.[74] A different charity monitor, CharityWatch[image: External link], said that 88% of the foundation's money goes toward its charitable mission and gave the foundation an A rating for 2016. In 2015, based on revenue of $223 million and an expense ratio of 12% the foundation spent in excess of $26 million to complete its mission.[75]
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 Transparency




Around 2007, the Clinton Foundation was criticized for a lack of transparency. Although U.S. law did not require nonprofit charities—including presidential foundations—to disclose the identities of their contributors, critics said that the names of donors should be disclosed because Hillary was running to be the Democratic nominee for President of the United States. Commentator Matthew Yglesias[image: External link] wrote in a Los Angeles Times[image: External link] op-ed that the Clintons should make public the names of foundation donors to avoid any appearance of impropriety.[76]

A lengthy donors list was then released by the Foundation in December 2008,[16] which included several politically sensitive donors, such as the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia[image: External link] and Blackwater Worldwide[image: External link].[77] The Foundation stated that the disclosures would ensure that "not even the appearance of a conflict of interest" would exist once Hillary Clinton was Secretary of State.[77]

In November 2016, the Reuters reported that "The Clinton Foundation has confirmed it accepted a $1 million gift from Qatar[image: External link] while Hillary Clinton was U.S. secretary of state without informing the State Department, even though she had promised to let the agency review new or significantly increased support from foreign governments."[78] Conservative columnist Jennifer Rubin[image: External link] opined that the Qatari gift "raised ethical questions" because of the nation's support for Hamas[image: External link].[79]

The ethics agreement between the State Department and the Clinton Foundation that was put into force at the beginning of the Secretary of State Clinton's tenure came under scrutiny from the news media during February 2015. A Wall Street Journal[image: External link] report found that the Clinton Foundation had resumed accepting donations from foreign governments once Secretary Clinton's tenure had ended.[80] Contributions from foreign donors who are prohibited by law from contributing to political candidates in the U.S. constitute a major portion of the foundation's income. A Washington Post investigation in 2014 showed that there was "substantial overlap between the Clinton political machinery and the foundation". The investigation revealed that almost half of all donors who had backed Ready for Hillary[image: External link], a group which supported her 2016 presidency bid, had given at least $10,000 to the foundation, either personally or through their companies. The foundation's chief communications officer Craig Minassian explained that it is a "false choice to suggest that people who may be interested in supporting political causes wouldn’t also support philanthropic work."[5]

A subsequent Washington Post[image: External link] inquiry into donations by foreign governments to the Clinton Foundation during the secretary's tenure found six cases where such governments continued making donations at the same level they had before Clinton became secretary, which was permissible under the agreement, but also one instance of a new donation, $500,000 from Algeria for earthquake relief in Haiti, that was outside the bounds of the continuation provision and should have received a special ethics review, but did not.[81] Foundation officials said that if the former secretary decided to run for president in 2016, they would again consider what steps to take in reference to foreign donations.[81] But in general, they stressed that, "As with other global charities, we rely on the support of individuals, organizations, corporations and governments who have the shared goal of addressing critical global challenges in a meaningful way. When anyone contributes to the Clinton Foundation, it goes towards foundation programs that help save lives."[81] State Department spokesperson Jen Psaki[image: External link] attested that the foundation's commitment to the ethics agreement in question "has been over and above the letter of the law".[82] In August 2016, with less than 90 days before the upcoming presidential election, the Clinton Foundation announced that it will stop accepting foreign donations if Clinton is elected.[83]

In March 2015, Reuters reported that the Clinton Health Access Initiative[image: External link] had failed to publish all of its donors, and to let the State Department[image: External link] review all of its donations from foreign governments after it was spun out of the Clinton Foundation in 2010.[84] In April 2015, the New York Times reported that when Hillary Clinton was Secretary of State, the State Department had approved a deal to sell American uranium to a Russian state-owned enterprise Uranium One[image: External link] whose chairman had donated to the Clinton Foundation, and that Clinton had failed to disclose such donations.[85] The State Department "was one of nine government agencies, not to mention independent federal and state nuclear regulators, that had to sign off on the deal."[86] FactCheck.org[image: External link] notes that there is "no evidence" that the donations influenced Clinton’s official actions or that she was involved in the State Department's decision to approve the deal,[87] and PolitiFact[image: External link] concluded that any "suggestion of a quid pro quo is unsubstantiated."[86]
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 2015 State Department subpoena




In February 2016, The Washington Post reported that the United States Department of State[image: External link] issued a subpoena to the foundation in the fall of 2015. According to the report, the subpoena focused on "documents about the charity's projects that may have required approval from federal government during Hillary Clinton's term as secretary of state" and "also asked for records related to Huma Abedin[image: External link], longtime Clinton aide who for six months in 2012 was employed simultaneously by the State Department, the foundation, Clinton's personal office, and a private consulting firm with ties to the Clintons."[88]
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 Private philanthropy




The Clinton Foundation is a public organization to which anyone may donate. Due to their similar names, the public foundation has sometimes been confused with the Clinton Family Foundation, which is reserved for the Clintons' private philanthropy. The two foundations have sometimes been conflated by news sources.[8] The significantly smaller Clinton Family Foundation is a traditional private foundation that serves as the vehicle for their personal charitable giving.[9] Headquartered in Chappaqua, New York, it received nearly all of the approximately $14 million the Clintons gave to charity from 2007–13.[8]
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	Clinton Bush Haiti Fund
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	January 16, 2010



	Founder
	
Bill Clinton

George W. Bush




	Location
	


	
Little Rock, Arkansas (Clinton office)

Dallas, Texas[image: External link] (Bush office)









	
Area served


	Haiti
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	Donations and grants



	Website
	www.clintonbushhaitifund.org[image: External link]




The Clinton Bush Haiti Fund was a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization founded on January 16, 2010, by former US Presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush, to aid the victims of the 2010 Haiti earthquake. The organization was formed in response[image: External link] to the request of President Barack Obama for the former Presidents to assist in the Haitian rescue effort.[1] The fund concluded formal operations on December 31, 2012.[2]

The Clinton Bush Haiti Fund's efforts focused primarily on longer-term reconstruction, especially supporting job creation, workforce development, and the promotion of economic opportunity.[3] The fund's stated purpose was to support the restart, expansion and creation of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises, to which women are often key contributors; empower people and enterprises by helping them access the formal business sector; promote job creation (particularly jobs with direct social benefit, such as in health and education); and to provide life skills and job training, especially to youth, so that Haitians can embrace economic opportunity.[4]
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 Board of directors




In March 5, 2010, a six-member board with two co-chairs, and a CEO, were announced:


	Co-chair Laura Graham, a former Clinton administration official and Chief Operating Officer for the Clinton Foundation.

	Co-chair Joshua Bolten[image: External link], former White House Chief of Staff to President Bush and currently a visiting professor at Princeton University[image: External link]’s Woodrow Wilson School[image: External link].

	
Bruce Lindsey, a former Clinton administration official and currently Chief Executive Officer of the Clinton Foundation.

	
Bill Frist[image: External link], former US Senate Majority Leader (R-TN) and currently teaching, business and non-profit activities.

	
Henrietta Fore[image: External link], former Administrator of the US Agency for International Development under President Bush and currently chairman and CEO of Holsman International, an investment and management company.

	
Alexis Herman[image: External link], former Secretary of Labor during President Clinton’s administration and currently chief executive officer of New Ventures, LLC.



Gary Edson[image: External link], who served as Deputy National Security Adviser in President Bush’s administration, served as the Chief Executive Officer of the CBHF.[5]
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The Clinton Bush Haiti fund raised $54.4 million from more than 2,000,000 individuals, businesses, and organizations. It dispersed funds to more than 50 organizations through grants, loans, and equity investments. As of December 2012, the Fund estimated that its programs sustained or created 7,350 jobs, trained 20,050 individuals, and had an additional positive impact on the conditions of more than 311,000 Haitians.[6]

Key focus areas for funding included providing small and growing businesses with access to financing, business services, and entrepreneurship training (36%); facilitating job training and workforce development (31%); responding to critical, unmet needs (23%); and supporting the recovery and expansion of microfinance institutions, many of whose beneficiaries are women (10%).[7]

After the Fund ceased formal operations on December 31, 2012, the Multilateral Investment Fund[image: External link], a member of the Inter-American Development Bank Group, took over management of programs which had not yet been fully completed and began receiving funds from remaining loans. They are charged with reinvesting loan repayments into programs consistent with the Clinton Bush Haiti Fund's mission of promoting economic opportunity in Haiti.[8]
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New Democrats






This article is about the US political faction. For the Canadian social democratic political party, see New Democratic Party[image: External link]. For the Greek political party, see New Democracy (Greece)[image: External link].

New Democrats, also called Centrist Democrats, Clinton Democrats or Moderate Democrats, are a relatively centrist ideological faction within the Democratic Party[image: External link] that emerged after the victory of Republican[image: External link] George H. W. Bush in the 1988 presidential election[image: External link]. Describing themselves as "centrist", they are an economically conservative and "Third Way" faction which dominated the party for around 20 years, starting in the late 1980s after the US populace turned much further to the political right[image: External link]. They are represented by organizations such as the New Democrat Network and the New Democrat Coalition.
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After the landslide electoral losses to Ronald Reagan in the 1980s, a group of prominent Democrats began to believe their party was out of touch and in need of a radical shift in economic policy[image: External link] and ideas of governance[image: External link].[1][2] The Democratic Leadership Council (DLC) was founded in 1985 by Al From and a group of like-minded politicians and strategists.[3] They advocated a political "Third Way[image: External link]" as an antidote to the electoral successes of Reaganism[image: External link].[1][2]

The landslide 1984 Presidential election defeat spurred "centrist" democrats to action, and the Democratic Leadership Council (DLC) was formed. The DLC, an unofficial party organization, played a critical role in moving the Democratic Party’s policies to the "center" of the political spectrum[image: External link]. Prominent Democratic politicians such as Senators Al Gore and Joseph Biden[image: External link] (both future Vice Presidents) participated in DLC affairs prior to their candidacy for the 1988 Democratic nomination.[4]

The DLC espoused policies that moved the Democratic Party to the "center". However, the DLC did not want the Democratic Party to be “simply posturing in the middle.” Thus, the DLC declared their ideas to be “progressive”, and a third way to address the problems of the 1990s. Examples of the DLC’s policy initiatives can be found in The New American Choice Resolutions[4][5]

Although the label "New Democrat" was briefly used by a progressive reformist group including Gary Hart[image: External link] and Eugene McCarthy in 1989,[6] the term became more widely associated with the policies of the Democratic Leadership Council, who in 1990 renamed their bi-monthly magazine from The Mainstream Democrat to The New Democrat.[7] When then Arkansas Governor Bill Clinton stepped down as DLC chairman to run for president in the 1992 presidential election[image: External link], he presented himself as a "New Democrat".[8]
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The first wave New Democrats, from the 1980s to 1990s, were very similar to Southern and Western[image: External link] Blue Dog[image: External link] Democrats. Al From, the founder of the Democratic Leadership Council (DLC) and its leader until 2009, had been a staffer for Willis Chong, a Democratic representative from Louisiana. Among the presidents of the DLC were Al Gore, senator from Tennessee, and Bill Clinton, governor of Arkansas. The first wave New Democrats sought the votes of white working-class Reagan Democrats[image: External link].[9]

In the 1990s, the New Democrat movement shifted away from the South and West and moved to the Northeast[image: External link]. In the 1992 United States presidential election[image: External link], Bill Clinton was elected president.[9]

The 1994 United States midterm elections[image: External link] not only gave Republicans control of the House and Senate, but wiped out Democrats in the South and West.[10]
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The second-wave of New Democrats, from 1990s to present, came into existence after the 1994 election[image: External link]. After 1994, the Democrats were much more dominated by urban[image: External link] areas, minorities[image: External link] and white[image: External link] social liberals[image: External link]. The New Democrats shifted from the South to Wall Street[image: External link].[9]
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During the presidency of George W. Bush, the evolving New Democrat or “economically liberal[image: External link]” movement was dominated by socially liberal fiscal conservatives on Wall Street[image: External link] and in Silicon Valley[image: External link]. These " centrist[image: External link]" Democrats shifted their base from white working-class[image: External link] Southerners and Westerners[image: External link] and focused instead on winning over former moderate[image: External link] Republicans in the Northeast[image: External link], Midwest[image: External link], and West Coast[image: External link] who combined liberal attitudes on abortion[image: External link], LGBT rights[image: External link], and environmentalism[image: External link], with opposition to “big government[image: External link]” and concern about federal deficits. In 2008, many Wall Street Democratic donors abandoned Hillary Clinton and supported then US Senator Barack Obama for President.[9]
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On March 10, 2009, Barack Obama, in a meeting with the New Democrat Coalition, told them that he was a "New Democrat", "pro-growth Democrat", that he "supports free and fair trade", and was "very concerned about a return to protectionism."[11]

Throughout the Obama presidency, a "free and fair trade" attitude was espoused, including in a 2015 trade report entitled The Economic Benefits of U.S. Trade, that noted that free trade "help[s] developing countries lift people out of poverty" and "expand[s] markets for U.S. exports". [12]
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As a harbinger of modern liberalism[image: External link] and progressivism[image: External link], Robert F. Kennedy[image: External link] has been described as the first "New Democrat".[13][14][15] As former President Bill Clinton described in his book My Life:


In the 1968 Indiana primary, Bobby Kennedy became the first New Democrat. He believed in civil rights[image: External link] for all and special privileges for none, in giving poor people a hand up rather than a handout: work was better than welfare[image: External link]. He understood in a visceral way that progressive politics requires the advocacy of both new policies and fundamental values, both far-reaching change and social stability. If he had become President, America's journey through the rest of the twentieth century would have been very different.[16]
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Bill Clinton was the single Democratic politician of the 1990s most identified with the New Democrats; his promise of welfare reform in the 1992 presidential campaign[image: External link], and its subsequent enactment, epitomized the New Democrat position, as did his 1992 promise of a middle class[image: External link] tax cut[image: External link] and his 1993 expansion of the Earned Income Tax Credit for the working poor.[2] New Democrat and Third Way[image: External link] successes under Clinton, and the writings of Anthony Giddens[image: External link], are often regarded to have inspired Tony Blair[image: External link] in the United Kingdom[image: External link] and his policies.[17]

Bill Clinton presented himself as a "centrist" candidate to draw white, middle-class voters who had left the Democratic Party for the Republican Party. In 1990, Bill Clinton became the DLC chair. Under his leadership, the DLC founded two-dozen DLC chapters and created a base of support. In 1989, there were 219 DLC members. By the spring of 1992, there were 700.[4]

During the 1992 and 1996 Presidential elections, Clinton ran as a “New Democrat.” However, based on voters’ perception of Clinton’s positions on an ideological scale, he was perceived to be just as liberal as 1988 Democratic nominee Michael Dukakis was in 1988. Thus, the Democratic Party’s success based on the New Democratic moniker[image: External link] is inconclusive. [18]

Legislation signed into law under Bill Clinton includes:


	The multi-lateral free trade deal NAFTA[image: External link]


	The “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell[image: External link]” ban on openly-LGBT people serving in the Armed Forces (repealed in 2010)

	The federal “Defense of Marriage Act” that prohibited the federal government from recognizing same-sex marriages (ruled unconstitutional by the U.S. Supreme Court in 2013)

	The “Religious Freedom Restoration Act[image: External link]” federal religious discrimination statute (still in effect)

	Major reforms to the American welfare system (still in effect)

	The Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act, sometimes referred to as the 1994 Omnibus Crime Bill[19] (many provisions are still in effect)



New Democrats were also more open to deregulation[image: External link] than the previous Democratic leadership had been. This was especially evident in the large scale deregulation of agriculture[image: External link] and the telecommunications[image: External link] industries. The New Democrats and allies on the DLC were responsible for the ratification[image: External link] of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).

An important part of New Democrat ideas is focused on improving the economy. During the administration of Bill Clinton, New Democrats were responsible for passing the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993. It raised taxes on the wealthiest 1.2% of taxpayers,[20] while cutting taxes on 15 million low-income[image: External link] families and making tax cuts available to 90% of small businesses.[21] Additionally, it mandated that the budget[image: External link] be balanced over a number of years, through the implementation of spending restraints. Overall, the top marginal tax rate[image: External link] was raised from 31% to 40% under the Clinton administration[image: External link].
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According to Dylan Loewe, New Democrats identify themselves as fiscally conservative[image: External link], but socially liberal.[27]

Michael Lind[image: External link] argues that neoliberalism[image: External link] for New Democrats was the highest stage of left liberalism. The counterculture[image: External link] youth[image: External link] of the 1960s matured in the 1970s and 1980s to become more economically conservative, but retain their social liberalism. Many leading New Democrats, such as Bill Clinton, started out in the George McGovern wing of the Democratic Party and gradually moved toward the right on economic and military policy, but did not reach out to a disposed white working class.[28] According to historian Walter Scheidel[image: External link], both major political parties shifted towards promoting free market[image: External link] capitalism[image: External link] in the 1970s, with Republicans moving further to the political right than Democrats to the political left. He contends Democrats played a significant role in the financial deregulation of the 1990s and have pushed social welfare issues to the periphery while increasingly focusing on issues pertaining to identity politics[image: External link].[29]
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	Coalition for a Democratic Majority

	Democratic Leadership Council

	Moderate Dems Working Group

	Senate Centrist Coalition
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Many on the left criticize New Democrats. Leftists argue that New Democrats' supposedly ideological "centrism" and "Third Way" positions were nothing more than economically liberal[image: External link] and right-wing[image: External link] ideologies being re-branded as "moderate".[28][30] Noam Chomsky[image: External link], in a 2017 BBC interview, contended that "the Democrats gave up on the working class[image: External link] 40 years ago."[31]
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Cultural Liberalism






Not to be confused with Social liberalism.

Cultural liberalism is a liberal[image: External link] view of society that stresses the freedom of individuals from cultural norms[image: External link]. It is often expressed, in the words of Thoreau[image: External link], as the right to "march to the beat of a different drummer."[1] Cultural liberals believe that society should not impose any specific code of behavior, and they see themselves as defending the moral rights of nonconformists[image: External link] to express their own identity however they see fit, as long as they do not harm anyone[image: External link].[ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]]

The culture wars[image: External link] in politics are generally disagreements between cultural liberals and cultural conservatives[image: External link]. Cultural liberals are strongly opposed to censorship or any kind of oversight of spoken or written material.[2] They believe that the structure of one's family[image: External link] and the nature of marriage[image: External link] should be left up to individual decision, and they argue that, as long as one does no harm, no lifestyle is inherently better than any other. Because cultural liberalism expresses the social dimension of liberalism[image: External link], it is often referred to as "social liberalism," but is not the same as the political ideology known as social liberalism.

See also


	Permissive society[image: External link]

	Civil libertarianism[image: External link]

	Cultural radicalism[image: External link]



Notes



	
^ Henry David Thoreau, Walden, Conclusion, 1854.


	
^ "Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers." The Universal Declaration of Human Rights[image: External link]. Retrieved 23 July 2010.






References


	Willard, Charles Arthur. Liberalism and the Problem of Knowledge: A New Rhetoric for Modern Democracy, University of Chicago Press, 1996.








TOP




Categories[image: External link]:

	Liberalism[image: External link]

	Political science terminology[image: External link]

	Political science stubs[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 28 April 2017, at 01:14.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Cultural Liberalism: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_liberalism [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Cultural_liberalism [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Influences and precursors

	2 Late 20th century groundwork

	3 Twenty-first century overviews

	4 Idea creation and dissemination

	5 English-Speaking Countries

	6 Beyond the English-speaking nations

	7 Criticisms

	8 Radical centrism as dialogue and process

	9 See also

	10 Notes

	11 References

	12 Further reading

	13 External links





Radical Centrism






The terms radical centrism, radical center (or radical centre), and radical middle refer to a political philosophy[image: External link] that arose in the Western nations, predominantly the United States[image: External link] and the United Kingdom[image: External link], in the late 20th century. At first it was defined in a variety of ways, but at the beginning of the 21st century a number of texts and think tanks[image: External link] gave the philosophy a more developed cast.[1][2]

The "radical" in the term refers to a willingness on the part of most radical centrists to call for fundamental reform of institutions.[3] The "centrism" refers to a belief that genuine solutions require realism and pragmatism[image: External link], not just idealism and emotion.[4] Thus one radical centrist text defines radical centrism as " idealism[image: External link] without illusions[image: External link]",[5] a phrase originally from John F. Kennedy.[6]

Most radical centrists borrow what they see as good ideas from left[image: External link], right[image: External link], and wherever else they may be found, often melding them together.[1] Most support market-based[image: External link] solutions to social problems[image: External link] with strong governmental oversight in the public interest[image: External link].[7] There is support for increased global engagement and the growth of an empowered middle class[image: External link] in developing countries[image: External link].[8] Many radical centrists work within the major political parties, but also support independent[image: External link] or third-party[image: External link] initiatives and candidacies.[9]

Criticism of radical centrist policies and strategies has mounted as the political philosophy has developed. One common criticism is that radical centrist policies are only marginally different from conventional centrist policies.[10] Another criticism is that the radical centrist penchant for third parties is naive and self-defeating.[10] Some observers see radical centrism as primarily a process of catalyzing dialogue and fresh thinking among polarized people and groups.[11]
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 Influences and precursors




Some influences on radical centrist political philosophy are not directly political. Robert C. Solomon[image: External link], a philosopher with radical-centrist interests,[12] identifies a number of philosophical concepts supporting balance, reconciliation, or synthesis, including Confucius[image: External link]'s concept of ren[image: External link], Aristotle[image: External link]'s concept of the mean[image: External link], Erasmus[image: External link]'s and Montaigne[image: External link]'s humanism, Vico[image: External link]'s evolutionary vision of history, William James[image: External link]'s and John Dewey[image: External link]'s pragmatism,[nb 1] and Aurobindo Ghose[image: External link]'s integration of opposites.[14][nb 2]

However, most commonly cited influences and precursors are from the political realm. For example, British radical-centrist politician Nick Clegg[image: External link] considers himself an heir to political theorist John Stuart Mill[image: External link], former Liberal Prime Minister David Lloyd George[image: External link], economist John Maynard Keynes[image: External link], social reformer William Beveridge[image: External link], and former Liberal Party leader Jo Grimond[image: External link].[17] In his book Independent Nation (2004), John Avlon[image: External link] discusses precursors of 21st-century U.S. political centrism, including President Theodore Roosevelt, Supreme Court Justice Earl Warren[image: External link], Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan[image: External link], Senator Margaret Chase Smith[image: External link], and African-American Senator Edward W. Brooke[image: External link].[18] Radical centrist writer Mark Satin[image: External link] points to political influences from outside the electoral arena, including communitarian[image: External link] thinker Amitai Etzioni[image: External link], magazine publisher Charles Peters[image: External link], management theorist Peter Drucker[image: External link], city planning theorist Jane Jacobs[image: External link], and futurists Heidi and Alvin Toffler[image: External link].[19][nb 3] Satin calls Benjamin Franklin[image: External link] the radical middle's favorite Founding Father since he was "extraordinarily practical", "extraordinarily creative", and managed to "get the warring factions and wounded egos [at the U.S. Constitutional Convention] to transcend their differences".[22]
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One of the first uses of the term "radical middle" in a political context came in 1962, when cartoonist Jules Feiffer[image: External link] employed it to mock what he saw as the timid and pretentious outlook of the American political class.[23][24][nb 4] One of the first people to develop a positive definition was Renata Adler[image: External link], a staff writer for The New Yorker. In the introduction to her second collection of essays, Toward a Radical Middle (1969), she presented radical centrism as a healing radicalism.[26] It rejected the violent posturing and rhetoric of the 1960s, she said, in favor of such "corny" values as "reason, decency, prosperity, human dignity, [and human] contact".[27] She called for the "reconciliation" of the white working class and African-Americans[image: External link].[27]

In the 1970s, sociologist Donald I. Warren described the radical center as consisting of those "middle American radicals" who were suspicious of big government, the national media, and academics, as well as rich people and predatory corporations. Although they might vote for Democrats or Republicans, or for populists like George Wallace[image: External link], they felt politically homeless and were looking for leaders who would address their concerns.[28][nb 5]

In the 1980s and 1990s, several authors contributed their understandings to the concept of the radical center. For example, futurist Marilyn Ferguson[image: External link] added a holistic[image: External link] dimension to the concept when she said, "[The] Radical Center ... is not neutral, not middle-of-the-road, but a view of the whole road".[31][nb 6] Sociologist Alan Wolfe[image: External link] located the creative part of the political spectrum at the center: "The extremes of right and left know where they stand, while the center furnishes what is original and unexpected."[33] African-American theorist Stanley Crouch[image: External link] upset many political thinkers when he pronounced himself a "radical pragmatist".[34] He explained, "I affirm whatever I think has the best chance of working, of being both inspirational and unsentimental, of reasoning across the categories of false division and beyond the decoy of race".[35]

In the 1990s, political independents Jesse Ventura[image: External link], Angus King[image: External link], and Lowell Weicker[image: External link] became governors of American states. According to John Avlon, they pioneered the combination of fiscal prudence and social tolerance that has served as a model for radical centrist governance ever since.[30] They also developed a characteristic style, a combination of "common sense and maverick appeal".[36][nb 7]

In his influential[39] 1995 Newsweek[image: External link] cover story, "Stalking the Radical Middle", journalist Joe Klein[image: External link] described radical centrists as angrier and more frustrated than conventional Democrats and Republicans. He said they share four broad goals: getting money out of politics, balancing the budget, restoring civility, and figuring out how to run government better. He also said their concerns were fueling "what is becoming a significant intellectual movement, nothing less than an attempt to replace the traditional notions of liberalism and conservatism".[40] [nb 8] [nb 9]
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In 1998, British sociologist Anthony Giddens[image: External link] claimed that the radical center is synonymous with the Third Way.[44] For Giddens, an advisor to former British[image: External link] Prime Minister Tony Blair[image: External link], and for many other European political actors, the Third Way is a reconstituted form of social democracy[image: External link].[38][45]

Some radical centrist thinkers do not equate radical centrism with the Third Way. In Britain, many do not see themselves as social democrats. Most prominently, British radical-centrist politician Nick Clegg[image: External link] has made it clear he does not consider himself an heir to Tony Blair,[17] and Richard Reeves[image: External link], Clegg's longtime advisor, emphatically rejects social democracy.[46]

In the United States, the situation is different because the term Third Way was adopted by the Democratic Leadership Council and other moderate Democrats.[47] However, most U.S. radical centrists also avoid the term. Ted Halstead and Michael Lind's introduction to radical centrist politics fails to mention it,[48] and Lind subsequently accused the organized moderate Democrats of siding with the "center-right" and Wall Street[image: External link].[29] Radical centrists have expressed dismay with what they see as "split[ting] the difference",[40] " triangulation[image: External link]",[29][49] and other supposed practices of what some of them call the "mushy middle".[50][51][nb 10]
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	This section's tone or style may not reflect the encyclopedic tone[image: External link] used on Wikipedia. See Wikipedia's guide to writing better articles[image: External link] for suggestions. (May 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




The first years of the 21st century saw publication of four introductions to radical centrist politics: Ted Halstead[image: External link] and Michael Lind[image: External link]'s The Radical Center (2001), Matthew Miller[image: External link]'s The Two Percent Solution (2003), John Avlon[image: External link]'s Independent Nation (2004), and Mark Satin[image: External link]'s Radical Middle (2004).[52][53] These books attempted to take the concept of radical centrism beyond the stage of "cautious gestures"[54] and journalistic observation and define it as a political philosophy.[1][2]

The authors came to their task from diverse political backgrounds: Avlon had been a speechwriter for New York Republican Mayor Rudolph Giuliani[image: External link];[55] Miller had been a business consultant before serving in President Bill Clinton's budget office;[56] Lind had been an exponent of Harry Truman-style "national liberalism";[57] Halstead had run a think tank called Redefining Progress;[58] and Satin had co-drafted the U.S. Green Party[image: External link]'s foundational political statement, "Ten Key Values".[59] There is, however, a generational bond[image: External link]: all these authors were between 31 and 41 years of age when their books were published (except for Satin, who was nearing 60).

While the four books do not speak with one voice, among them they express assumptions, analyses, policies, and strategies that helped set the parameters for radical centrism as a 21st-century political philosophy:
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 Assumptions





	Our problems cannot be solved by twiddling the dials; substantial reforms are needed in many areas.[60][61]


	Solving our problems will not require massive infusions of new money.[30][62]


	However, solving our problems will require drawing on the best ideas from left and right and wherever else they may be found.[4][63]


	It will also require creative and original ideas – thinking outside the box[image: External link].[64][65][66]


	Such thinking cannot be divorced from the world as it is, or from tempered understandings of human nature. A mixture of idealism and realism is needed.[67] "Idealism without realism is impotent", says John Avlon. "Realism without idealism is empty".[4]
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 Analysis





	
North America[image: External link] and Western Europe[image: External link] have entered an Information Age[image: External link] economy[image: External link], with new possibilities that are barely being tapped.[69][70]


	In this new age, a plurality of people is neither liberal[image: External link] nor conservative[image: External link], but independent[71] and looking to move in a more appropriate direction.[72]


	Nevertheless, the major political parties are committed to ideas developed in, and for, a different era; and are unwilling or unable to realistically address the future.[73][74]


	Most people in the Information Age want to maximize the amount of choice they have in their lives.[75][76]


	In addition, people are insisting that they be given a fair opportunity to succeed in the new world they are entering.[76][77]
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 Policies (in general)





	An overriding commitment to fiscal responsibility,[30] even if it entails means-testing of social programs.[78][79]


	An overriding commitment to reforming public education[image: External link], whether by equalizing spending on school districts[image: External link],[80] offering school choice[image: External link],[81] hiring better teachers[image: External link],[82] or empowering the principals[image: External link] and teachers we have now.[83]


	A commitment to market-based[image: External link] solutions in health care[image: External link], energy, the environment, etc., so long as the solutions are carefully regulated by government to serve the public good[image: External link].[84][85] The policy goal, says Matthew Miller, is to "harness market forces for public purposes".[7]


	A commitment to provide jobs for everyone willing to work, whether by subsidizing jobs in the private sector[86] or by creating jobs in the public sector.[87]


	A commitment to need-based rather than race-based affirmative action[image: External link];[88][89] more generally, a commitment to race-neutral ideals.[90]


	A commitment to participate in institutions and processes of global governance[image: External link], and be of genuine assistance to people in the developing nations[image: External link].[8][91]
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 Strategy





	A new political majority can be built, whether it be seen to consist largely of Avlon's political independents,[92] Satin's "caring persons",[93] Miller's balanced and pragmatic individuals,[63] or Halstead and Lind's triad of disaffected voters, enlightened business leaders, and young people.[94]


	National political leadership is important; local and nonprofit activism is not enough.[95][96]


	Political process reform is also important – for example, implementing rank-order voting[image: External link] in elections and providing free media time to candidates.[97][98]


	A radical centrist party should be created, assuming one of the major parties cannot simply be won over by radical centrist thinkers and activists.[74][nb 11]


	In the meantime, particular independent[image: External link], major-party, or third-party[image: External link] candidacies should be supported.[9][100]
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Along with publication of the four overviews of radical centrist politics, the first part of the 21st century saw a rise in the creation and dissemination of radical centrist policy ideas[image: External link].[1][2]
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Several think tanks[image: External link] are developing radical centrist ideas more thoroughly than was done in the overview books. Among them are Demos[image: External link], in Britain; the Cape York Institute for Policy and Leadership[image: External link], in Australia; and New America[image: External link] (formerly the New America Foundation) in the United States. New America was started by authors Ted Halstead[image: External link] and Michael Lind[image: External link], and two others, to bring radical centrist ideas to Washington, D.C. journalists and policy researchers.[58][nb 12]

A radical centrist perspective can also be found in major periodicals. In the United States, for example, The Washington Monthly[image: External link] was started by early radical centrist thinker Charles Peters[image: External link],[102][103][nb 13] and many large-circulation magazines publish articles by New America fellows.[105] Columnists who write from a radical centrist perspective include John Avlon[image: External link] at The Daily Beast,[106] Thomas Friedman[image: External link] at The New York Times,[107] Joe Klein[image: External link] at Time magazine,[108] and Matthew Miller[image: External link] at The Washington Post.[109] Prominent journalists James Fallows[image: External link] and Fareed Zakaria[image: External link] have been identified as radical centrist.[1]

In Britain, the news magazine The Economist[image: External link] positions itself as radical centrist. An editorial ("leader") in 2012 declared, in bolded type, "A new form of radical centrist politics is needed to tackle inequality without hurting economic growth."[110] An essay on The Economist[image: External link] 's website the following year, introduced by the editor, argues that the magazine had always "com[e] ... from what we like to call the radical centre".[111]
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Many books are offering radical centrist perspectives and policy proposals on specific topics. Some examples:

Foreign policy. In Ethical Realism (2006), British liberal Anatol Lieven[image: External link] and U.S. conservative John Hulsman[image: External link] advocate a foreign policy based on modesty, principle, and seeing ourselves as others see us.[113]

Environmentalism. In Break Through (2007), environmental strategists Ted Nordhaus[image: External link] and Michael Shellenberger[image: External link] of the Breakthrough Institute[image: External link] call on activists to become more comfortable with pragmatism, high-technology, and aspirations for human greatness.[114]

Underachievement among minorities. In Winning the Race (2005), linguist John McWhorter[image: External link] says that many African Americans[image: External link] are negatively affected by a cultural phenomenon he calls "therapeutic alienation".[115]

Economics. In The Origin of Wealth (2006), Eric Beinhocker of the Institute for New Economic Thinking[image: External link] portrays the economy as a dynamic but imperfectly self-regulating evolutionary system, and suggests policies that could support benign socio-economic evolution.[116]

International relations. In How to Run the World (2011), scholar Parag Khanna[image: External link] argues that the emerging world order[image: External link] should not be run from the top down, but by a galaxy of nonprofit[image: External link], nation-state, corporate, and individual actors cooperating for their mutual benefit.[112]

Defining others as enemies. In The Righteous Mind (2012), psychologist Jonathan Haidt[image: External link] attempts to explain "why good people are divided by politics and religion".[117]

Political organizing. In Voice of the People (2008), conservative activist Lawrence Chickering[image: External link] and liberal attorney James Turner attempt to lay the groundwork for a grassroots " transpartisan[image: External link]" movement across the U.S.[118]

What one person can do. In his memoir Radical Middle: Confessions of an Accidental Revolutionary (2010), South African journalist Denis Beckett[image: External link] tries to show that one person can make a difference in a situation many might regard as hopeless.[119]
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By the decade of the 2010s, radical centrists were engaged in a variety of actions in the English-speaking nations:
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Following the 2010 election, Nick Clegg[image: External link], then leader of the Liberal Democrats[image: External link] (Britain's third-largest party at the time), had his party enter into a Conservative – Liberal Democrat coalition agreement[image: External link] to form a majority government.[120] In a speech to party members in the spring of 2011, Clegg declared that he considers himself and his party to be radical centrist:


For the left, an obsession with the state. For the right, a worship of the market. But as liberals, we place our faith in people. People with power and opportunity in their hands. Our opponents try to divide us with their outdated labels of left and right. But we are not on the left and we are not on the right. We have our own label: Liberal. We are liberals and we own the freehold to the centre ground of British politics. Our politics is the politics of the radical centre.[121]



In the autumn of 2012, Clegg's longtime policy advisor elaborated on the differences between Clegg's identity as a "radical liberal" and traditional social democracy[image: External link].[46]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Australia




In Australia, Aboriginal[image: External link] lawyer Noel Pearson[image: External link] is building an explicitly radical centrist movement among Aborigines.[122] The movement is seeking more assistance from the Australian state, but is also seeking to convince individual Aborigines to take more responsibility for their lives.[123]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 United States




Some commentators identify Ross Perot's 1992 U.S. Presidential campaign as the first radical middle national campaign.[40][124] However, many radical centrist authors were not enthusiastic about Ross Perot. Matthew Miller acknowledges that Perot had enough principle to support a gasoline tax hike,[125] Halstead and Lind note that he popularized the idea of balancing the budget,[126] and John Avlon says he crystallized popular distrust of partisan extremes.[127] But none of those authors examines Perot's ideas or campaigns in depth, and Mark Satin does not mention Perot at all.

Joe Klein mocked one of Perot's campaign gaffes and said he was not a sufficiently substantial figure.[40] Miller characterizes Perot as a rich, self-financed lone wolf.[128] By contrast, what most radical centrists say they want in political action terms is the building of a grounded political movement.[129][130]

Since the Perot campaign, the radical centrist movement in the U.S. is mostly being played out in the national media. In 2010, for example, The New York Times columnist Thomas Friedman[image: External link] called for "a Tea Party[image: External link] of the radical center", an organized national pressure group.[131] At The Washington Post, columnist Matthew Miller[image: External link] was explaining "Why we need a third party of (radical) centrists".[132][nb 14]

In 2011 Friedman championed Americans Elect[image: External link], an insurgent group of radical centrist Democrats, Republicans and independents who were hoping to run an independent Presidential candidate in 2012.[107] Meanwhile, Miller offered "The third-party stump speech we need".[136] In his book The Price of Civilization (2011), Columbia University[image: External link] economist Jeffrey Sachs[image: External link] called for the creation of a third U.S. party, an "Alliance for the Radical Center".[137]

While no independent radical-centrist Presidential candidate emerged in 2012, John Avlon emphasized the fact that independent voters remain the fastest-growing portion of the electorate.[106]

In late 2015, the No Labels[image: External link] organization, co-founded by Avlon,[138] called a national "Problem Solver" convention to discuss how to best reduce political polarization and promote political solutions that could bridge the left-right divide.[139] A lengthy article in The Atlantic about the convention conveys the views of leaders of a new generation of beyond-left-and-right (or both-left-and-right) organizations, including Joan Blades[image: External link] of Living Room Conversations, David Blankenhorn[image: External link] of Better Angels, Carolyn Lukensmeyer[image: External link] of the National Institute for Civil Discourse, and Steve McIntosh[image: External link] of the Institute for Cultural Evolution.[139] Following the 2016 Presidential election, prominent U.S. commentator David Brooks[image: External link] praised No Labels and other such groups and offered them advice, including this: "deepen a positive national vision that is not merely a positioning between left and right".[140]
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 Beyond the English-speaking nations




Explicitly radical centrist ideas and activities are largely confined to majority-English-speaking nations. However, analogous political perspectives are arising in other parts of the world.

In India, for example, there is interest in an outlook sometimes called " socio-capitalism[image: External link]".[141] In China, "New Confucianism[image: External link]" is making an appearance.[142][143] In Latin America, people speak of a "new pragmatism" pioneered by leaders like Brazil's Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva[image: External link] and Chile's Ricardo Lagos[image: External link] and Michelle Bachelet[image: External link], despite the left-wing position of their own parties.[144][145]

Zack Taylor, conflict specialist for Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States[image: External link] at the United Nations Development Programme[image: External link], is convinced that inequality, elitism, corruption, and cronyism are pushing many middle class Eurasians toward "constitutional liberalism" – which Taylor calls the "radical middle".[146]
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 Criticisms




Even before the 21st century, some observers were speaking out against what they saw as radical centrism.[nb 15] In 1998, for example, Belgian political theorist Chantal Mouffe[image: External link] argued that passionate and often bitter conflict between left and right is a necessary feature of any democracy[image: External link].[148][nb 16]
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 Objections to ideas and attitudes




Some 21st century commentators argue that radical centrist ideas are not substantially different from conventional centrist[image: External link] ideas.[10][150] For example, U.S. economist Robert Kuttner[image: External link] says there already is a radical centrist party – "It's called the Democrats".[151] Social theorist Richard Kahlenberg[image: External link] says that Ted Halstead[image: External link] and Michael Lind[image: External link]'s book Radical Center, in particular, is too skeptical about the virtues of labor unions[image: External link], and too ardent about the virtues of the market.[152]

In 2001, media critic Eric Alterman[image: External link] said that New America Foundation[image: External link] was not liberal nor a progressive think tank and did not know what it was.[58]

Some think radical centrist ideas are too different from current policies. Sam Tanenhaus[image: External link] the editor of The New York Times Book Review[image: External link] called the proposals in Halstead and Lind's book "utopian".[2] According to Ed Kilgore, the policy director of the Democratic Leadership Council, Mark Satin[image: External link]'s Radical Middle book "ultimately places him in the sturdy tradition of 'idealistic' American reformers who think smart and principled people unencumbered by political constraints can change everything".[150]

Political analyst James Joyner[image: External link] does not think U.S. states that have adopted non-partisan[image: External link] redistricting commissions[image: External link], a favorite radical-centrist proposal, have adopted more fiscally responsible measures than have states without such commissions.[153]

Radical centrist attitudes have also been criticized. For example, many bloggers[image: External link] have characterized Thomas Friedman[image: External link]'s columns on radical centrism as elitist and glib.[10]
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 Objections to strategies




Some observers question the wisdom of seeking consensus, post-partisanship[image: External link], or reconciliation in political life.[10] Political scientist Jonathan Bernstein argues that American democratic theory from the time of James Madison's Federalist No. 10[image: External link] (1787) has been based on the acknowledgement of faction and the airing of debate, and he sees no reason to change now.[10]

Other observers feel radical centrists are misreading the political situation. For example, conservative journalist Ramesh Ponnuru[image: External link] says liberals and conservatives are not ideologically opposed to such radical centrist measures as limiting entitlements and raising taxes to cover national expenditures. Instead, voters are opposed to them, and things will change when voters can be convinced otherwise.[154]

The third-party strategy favored by many U.S. radical centrists has been criticized as impractical and diversionary. According to these critics, what is needed instead is (a) reform of the legislative process, and (b) candidates in existing political parties who will support radical centrist ideas.[10] The specific third-party vehicle favored by many U.S. radical centrists in 2012 – Americans Elect[image: External link] [155] – was criticized as an "elite-driven party"[10] supported by a "dubious group of Wall Street multi-millionaires".[151]

After spending time with a variety of radical centrists, journalist Alec MacGillis concluded that their perspectives are so disparate that they could never come together to build a viable political organization.[156]
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 Internal concerns




Some radical centrists are less than sanguine about their future. One concern is co-optation. For example, Michael Lind[image: External link] worries that the enthusiasm for the term radical center, on the part of "arbiters of the conventional wisdom", may signal a weakening of the radical vision implied by the term.[29]

Another concern is passion. John Avlon[image: External link] fears that some centrists cannot resist the lure of passionate partisans, whom he calls " wingnuts[image: External link]".[157] By contrast, Mark Satin[image: External link] worries that radical centrism, while "thoroughly sensible", lacks an "animating passion" – and claims there has never been a successful political movement without one.[158]
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 Radical centrism as dialogue and process




Some radical centrists, such as mediator[image: External link] Mark Gerzon[159] and activist Joseph F. McCormick[image: External link], see radical centrism as primarily a commitment to process.[66][160] Their approach is to facilitate processes of structured dialogue[image: External link] among polarized people and groups, from the neighborhood level on up.[66][161] A major goal is to enable dialogue participants to come up with new perspectives and solutions that can address every party's core interests.[66][162] Onward Christian Athletes author Tom Krattenmaker speaks of the radical center as that (metaphoric) space where such dialogue and innovation can occur.[11]

Organizations seeking to catalyze dialogue and innovation among diverse people and groups have included AmericaSpeaks[image: External link], National Issues Forums[image: External link], Search for Common Ground[image: External link], and Sustained Dialogue Institute[image: External link]; conversational processes include Nonviolent Communication[image: External link] and World Café[image: External link]. The city of Portland, Oregon[image: External link], has been characterized as "radical middle" in USA Today newspaper because many formerly antagonistic groups there are said to be talking to, learning from, and working with one another.[11]
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 See also






	Centrism

	Christian democracy[image: External link]

	Deliberative democracy[image: External link]

	Distributism[image: External link]

	Georgism[image: External link]

	Grassroots democracy[image: External link]

	Independent politician

	Independent voter[image: External link]

	Libertarianism[image: External link]

	Neo-populism[image: External link]

	Ordoliberalism[image: External link]

	Political radicalism[image: External link]

	Populism

	Reform[image: External link]

	Structural change[image: External link]

	Syncretic politics[image: External link]

	Third party (politics)[image: External link]

	Third Position[image: External link]

	Third Way, The Hindu Way[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ For an extended discussion of neoclassical American pragmatism and its possible political implications, see Louis Menand[image: External link]'s book The Metaphysical Club[image: External link].[13]


	
^ An international evangelical movement, the Association of Vineyard Churches[image: External link], describes itself as "radical middle" because it believes that spiritual truth is found by holding supposedly contradictory concepts in tension. Examples include head vs. heart, planning vs. being Spirit-led, and standing for truth vs. standing for Unity.[15]


	
^ In the 1980s, Satin's own Washington, D.C.-based political newsletter, New Options, described itself as "post-liberal".[20] Culture critic Annie Gottlieb says it urged the New Left[image: External link] and New Age[image: External link] to "evolve into a 'New Center'".[21]


	
^ According to journalist John Judis[image: External link], the first person to employ the term "radical centrism" was an American sociologist, Seymour Martin Lipset[image: External link], who used it in his book Political Man (1960) to help explain European fascism.[25]


	
^ Warren's book influenccd Michael Lind[image: External link] and other 21st century radical centrists.[2][29]


	
^ Two years later, another prominent futurist, John Naisbitt[image: External link], wrote in bolded type, "The political left and right are dead; all the action is being generated by a radical center" .[32]


	
^ By the end of the 20th century, some mainstream[image: External link] politicians were cloaking themselves in the language of the radical center. For example, in 1996 former U.S. Defense Secretary Elliot Richardson[image: External link] stated, "I am a moderate – a radical moderate. I believe profoundly in the ultimate value of human dignity and equality".[37] At a conference in Berlin, Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chrétien[image: External link] declared, "I am the radical center".[38]


	
^ Subsequent to Klein's article, some political writers posited the existence of two radical centers, one neopopulist and bitter and the other moderate and comfortable.[25][41] According to historian Sam Tanenhaus[image: External link], one of the strengths of Ted Halstead[image: External link] and Michael Lind[image: External link]'s book The Radical Center (2001) is it attempts to weld the two supposed radical-centrist factions together.[2]


	
^ A 1991 story in Time magazine with a similar title, "Looking for The Radical Middle", revealed the existence of a "New Paradigm Society" in Washington, D.C., a group of high-level liberal and conservative activists seeking ways to bridge the ideological divide.[42] The article discusses what it describes as the group's virtual manifesto, E. J. Dionne[image: External link]'s book Why Americans Hate Politics.[43]


	
^ In 2010, radical centrist Michael Lind stated that "to date, President Obama has been the soft-spoken tribune of the mushy middle".[29]


	
^ Matthew Miller added an "Afterword" to the paperback edition of his book favoring formation of a "transformational third party" by the year 2010, if the two major parties remained stuck in their ways.[99]


	
^ Besides Halstead and Lind, thinkers affiliated with the New America Foundation in the early 2000s included Katherine Boo[image: External link], Steven Clemons[image: External link], James Fallows[image: External link], Maya MacGuineas[image: External link], Walter Russell Mead[image: External link], James Pinkerton[image: External link], Jedediah Purdy[image: External link], and Sherle Schwenninger.[58][101]


	
^ Peters used the term "neoliberal" to distinguish his ideas from those of neoconservatives[image: External link] and conventional liberals. His version of neoliberalism is separate from what came to be known internationally as neoliberalism[image: External link].[103][104]


	
^ In 2009, on The Huffington Post[image: External link] website, the president of The Future 500[133] – following up on his earlier endorsement of the "radical middle"[134] – made the case for a " transpartisan[image: External link]" alliance between left and right.[135]


	
^ In 1967, a novella by science fiction writer Mack Reynolds[image: External link] portrayed a conspiracy of powerful men that called itself the "Radical Center". They planned to take over the government by spreading an anything-goes morality that would make citizens selfish, apathetic, and non-judgmental.[147]


	
^ Mouffe also criticized radical centrism for its "New Age rhetorical flourish".[149]
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Social Liberalism






Not to be confused with Cultural liberalism, Liberal socialism[image: External link], or Civil libertarianism[image: External link].

Social liberalism is a political ideology[image: External link] that believes individual liberty[image: External link] requires a level of social justice[image: External link]. Like classical liberalism[image: External link], social liberalism endorses a market economy[image: External link] and the expansion of civil and political rights[image: External link] and liberties[image: External link], but differs in that it believes the legitimate role of the government[image: External link] includes addressing economic and social issues such as poverty[image: External link], health care[image: External link], and education[image: External link].[1][2][3] Under social liberalism, the good of the community[image: External link] is viewed as harmonious with the freedom of the individual.[4] Social liberal policies have been widely adopted in much of the capitalist world, particularly following World War II.[5] Social liberal ideas and parties tend to be considered centrist or centre-left[image: External link].[6][7][8][9][10]

The term "social liberalism" is used to differentiate it from classical liberalism, which dominated political and economic thought for a number of years until social liberalism branched off from it around the Great Depression[image: External link].[11][12]

A reaction against social liberalism in the late twentieth century,[citation needed[image: External link]] often called neoliberalism[image: External link], led to monetarist[image: External link] economic policies and a reduction in government provision of services. However, governments continued to provide social services and retained control over economic policy.[13]

In American political usage, the term "social liberalism" describes progressive[image: External link] stances on socio-political issues like abortion[image: External link], same-sex marriage[image: External link] or gun control[image: External link], as opposed to "social conservatism[image: External link]". A social liberal in this sense may hold either "liberal" or "conservative" views on fiscal policy[image: External link].[14] (See Modern liberalism in the United States[image: External link].)
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 Origins




Main article: History of liberalism[image: External link]
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 Great Britain




By the end of the nineteenth century, the principles of classical liberalism[image: External link] were challenged by downturns in economic growth, a growing awareness of poverty and unemployment present within modern industrial cities, and also by the agitation of organized labour. A major political reaction against the changes introduced by industrialisation[image: External link] and laissez-faire capitalism came from conservatives concerned about social balance, although socialism[image: External link] later became a more important force for change and reform. Some Victorian writers—including Charles Dickens[image: External link], Thomas Carlyle[image: External link], and Matthew Arnold[image: External link]—became early influential critics of social injustice.[15]

John Stuart Mill[image: External link] contributed enormously to liberal thought by combining elements of classical liberalism with what eventually became known as the new liberalism. The new liberals tried to adapt the old language of liberalism to confront these difficult circumstances, which they believed could only be resolved through a broader and more interventionist conception of the state. An equal right to liberty could not be established merely by ensuring that individuals did not physically interfere with each other, or merely by having laws that were impartially formulated and applied. More positive and proactive measures were required to ensure that every individual would have an equal opportunity[image: External link] of success.[16]
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 New Liberalism




In the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century, a group of British thinkers, known as the New Liberals, made a case against laissez-faire classical liberalism and argued in favor of state intervention in social, economic, and cultural life. What they proposed is now called social liberalism.[17] The New Liberals, which included intellectuals like T. H. Green[image: External link], L. T. Hobhouse[image: External link], and John A. Hobson[image: External link], saw individual liberty as something achievable only under favorable social and economic circumstances.[6] In their view, the poverty, squalor and ignorance in which many people lived made it impossible for freedom and individuality to flourish. New Liberals believed that these conditions could be ameliorated only through collective action coordinated by a strong, welfare-oriented and interventionist state.[18]

The Liberal[image: External link] governments of Henry Campbell-Bannerman[image: External link] and H. H. Asquith[image: External link], especially thanks to Chancellor of the Exchequer[image: External link] and later Prime Minister David Lloyd George[image: External link], established the foundations of the welfare state[image: External link] in the UK before the First World War[image: External link]. The comprehensive welfare state built in the UK after the Second World War[image: External link], although largely accomplished by the Labour Party[image: External link], was significantly designed by two Liberals: John Maynard Keynes[image: External link], who laid the economic foundations, and William Beveridge[image: External link], who designed the welfare system.[6]

Historian Peter Weiler argues that:


	Although still partially informed by older Liberal concerns for character, self-reliance, and the capitalist market, this legislation nevertheless, marked a significant shift in Liberal approaches to the state and social reform, approaches that later governments would slowly expand and that would grow into the welfare state after the Second World War. What was new in these reforms was the underlying assumption that the state could be a positive force, that the measure of individual freedom... was not how much the state left people alone, but whether he gave them the capacity to fill themselves as individuals.[19][20]
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 Germany




In 1860s Germany[image: External link], "left-liberal" politicians like Max Hirsch[image: External link], Franz Duncker[image: External link] and Hermann Schulze-Delitzsch[image: External link] established trade unions[image: External link]—modeled on their British counterparts—in order to help workers improve working and economic conditions by means of reconciliation of interests and cooperation with their employers rather than class struggle. Schulze-Delitzsch is also known as the founding father of the German cooperative movement[image: External link] and is credited as the organiser of the world's first credit unions[image: External link]. Some liberal economists, such as Lujo Brentano[image: External link] or Gerhart von Schulze-Gävernitz[image: External link], established the Verein für Socialpolitik[image: External link] ("Social Policy Association") in 1873 to promote social reform based on the historical school of economics[image: External link] (and therefore rejecting classical economics[image: External link]), proposing a third way between Manchester Liberalism[image: External link] and socialist revolution.

But their ideas found relatively few supporters among the liberal politicians. The main objectives of the "left-liberal" parties—the German Progress Party[image: External link] and its successors—were free speech, freedom of assembly, representative government, equal and secret suffrage, free trade, and protection of private property; while they were strongly opposed to the creation of a welfare state[image: External link], which they called "State Socialism[image: External link]".

One of the first German authors to propose the term and concept of "social liberalism" (Sozialliberalismus) was the historian and economist Ignaz Jastrow[image: External link]. He published the manifesto "'Social-liberal': Tasks for Liberalism in Prussia" ("Sozialliberal": die Aufgaben des Liberalismus in Preußen) in 1893. Jastrow, who was a member of the Verein für Socialpolitik, and his supporters tried to found a social-liberal party, aimed at bringing together liberals who supported social reform and the reformist[image: External link]/ revisionist[image: External link] wing of the Social Democrats[image: External link], which should be a "workers' reform party" and "action group for people's right and people's welfare" (Waffenbund für Volksrecht und Volkswohlfahrt). This project was however rejected by Social Democrats and failed.[21]

A similar project was the National-Social Association[image: External link] founded and led by the Protestant pastor Friedrich Naumann[image: External link], who maintained close contacts with Brentano and Schulze-Gävernitz as well as Max Weber[image: External link] who supported the party that was influenced by his political theories.[22] It tried to draw workers away from Marxism[image: External link] by proposing a mix of (social) liberalism, nationalism, a non-Marxist variant of "socialism" and Protestant Christian values to overcome class antagonisms by non-revolutionary means. Naumann called this a "proletarian-bourgeois integral liberalism". The new group advocated, among other things, increased social welfare legislation, the right to strike, and profit-sharing in industry. Although the party was unable to win any seats and soon dissolved, the theories it developed would remain influential in German liberalism.

The "left-liberal" German Democratic Party[image: External link] during the Weimar Republic[image: External link] (1919–33) included both classically and economically liberal[23][24] and social-liberal currents.[25]
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 France




In France[image: External link], social liberal theory was developed in the Third Republic[image: External link] by solidarist[image: External link] thinkers, including Alfred Fouillée[image: External link] and Émile Durkheim[image: External link], who were inspired by sociology[image: External link] and influenced radical politicians like Léon Bourgeois[image: External link]. They explained that a greater division of labor caused greater opportunity and individualism, but it also inspired a more complex interdependence. They argued that the individual had a debt to society, promoting progressive taxation to support public works and welfare schemes. However, they wanted the state to coordinate rather than to manage, and they encouraged cooperative insurance schemes among individuals. Their main objective was to remove barriers to social mobility rather than create a welfare state.[26]
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 United States




Main article: Modern liberalism in the United States[image: External link]


In the 1870s and the 1880s, the American economists Richard Ely[image: External link], John Bates Clark[image: External link], and Henry Carter Adams[image: External link]—influenced both by socialism[image: External link] and the Evangelical Protestant[image: External link] movement—castigated the conditions caused by industrial factories and expressed sympathy towards labor unions[image: External link]. None, however, developed a systematic political philosophy, and they later abandoned their flirtations with socialist thinking. In 1883, Lester Frank Ward[image: External link] published the two-volume Dynamic Sociology and formalized the basic tenets of social liberalism while at the same time attacking the laissez-faire policies advocated by Herbert Spencer[image: External link] and William Graham Sumner[image: External link]. The historian Henry Steele Commager[image: External link] ranked Ward alongside William James[image: External link], John Dewey[image: External link], and Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.[image: External link], and called him the father of the modern welfare state.[27] Writing from 1884 until the 1930s, John Dewey—an educator influenced by Hobhouse, Green, and Ward—advocated socialist methods to achieve liberal goals. Some social liberal ideas were later incorporated into the New Deal[image: External link],[28] which developed as a response to the Great Depression[image: External link], when Franklin Delano Roosevelt[image: External link] came into office.
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 Implementation




The welfare state grew gradually and unevenly from the late nineteenth century, but became fully developed following the Second World War, along with the mixed market economy. Also called "embedded liberalism[image: External link]", social liberal policies gained broad support across the political spectrum, because they reduced the disruptive and polarizing tendencies in society, without challenging the capitalist economic system. Business accepted social liberalism in the face of widespread dissatisfaction with the boom and bust[image: External link] cycle of the earlier economic system as it seemed to them to be a lesser evil than more left-wing modes of government. Social liberalism was characterized by cooperation between big business, government and labor unions. Government was able to assume a strong role because its power had been strengthened by the wartime economy. However, the extent to which this occurred varied considerably among Western democracies.[29]
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 United Kingdom




The first notable implementation of social liberal policies occurred under the Liberal Party[image: External link] in Britain from 1906 until 1914. These initiatives became known as the Liberal reforms[image: External link]. The main elements included pensions for poor elderly people, health, sickness, and unemployment insurance[image: External link] based on earlier programs in Germany, and the establishment of labour exchanges[image: External link]. These changes were accompanied by progressive taxation[image: External link], particularly in the People's Budget[image: External link] of 1909. The old system of charity—relying on the Poor laws[image: External link] and supplemented by private charity, public co-operatives, and private insurance companies—was in crisis, giving the state added impetus for reform. The Liberal Party caucus elected in 1906 also contained more professionals, including academics and journalists, sympathetic to social liberalism. The large business owners had mostly deserted the Liberals for the Conservatives, the latter becoming the favorite party for commercial interests. The reforms were regularly opposed by both business interests and trade unions. Liberals most identified with these reforms were Prime Minister H. H. Asquith[image: External link], John Maynard Keynes[image: External link], David Lloyd George[image: External link] (especially as Chancellor of the Exchequer[image: External link]), Winston Churchill (as President of the Board of Trade[image: External link]) in addition to the civil servant William Beveridge[image: External link].[30]

Most of the social democratic[image: External link] parties in Europe (notably including the British Labour Party) have taken on strong influences of social liberal ideology. Despite Britain's two major parties coming from the traditions of socialism and conservatism, most substantive political and economic debates of recent times were between social liberal and classical liberal concepts.[31]
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 Germany




Alexander Rüstow[image: External link], a German economist, first proposed the German variant of economic social liberalism. In 1932, speaking at the Social Policy Association[image: External link], he applied the label "neoliberalism" to this kind of social liberalism, although that term[image: External link] now carries a meaning different from the one proposed by Rüstow. Rüstow wanted an alternative to socialism and to the classical liberal economics developed in the German Empire[image: External link]. In 1938, Rüstow met with a variety of economic thinkers—including the likes of Ludwig von Mises[image: External link], Friedrich von Hayek[image: External link], and William Roepke[image: External link]—to determine how liberalism could be renewed. Rüstow advocated a strong state to enforce free markets and state intervention to correct market failures. However, Mises argued that monopolies and cartels operated because of state intervention and protectionism, and claimed that the only legitimate role for the state was to abolish barriers to market entry. He viewed Rüstow's proposals as negating market freedom and saw them as similar to socialism.[32]

Following the Second World War, Rüstow's "neoliberalism", now usually called ordoliberalism[image: External link] or the social market economy[image: External link], was adopted by the West German government under Ludwig Erhard[image: External link], who was the Minister of Economics and later became Chancellor. Price controls were lifted and free markets were introduced. While these policies are credited with Germany's post-war economic recovery, the welfare state—which had been established under Bismarck—became increasingly costly.[32]
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 Rest of Europe




The post-war governments of other countries in Western Europe also followed social liberal policies. These policies were implemented primarily by Christian Democrats[image: External link] and Social Democrats[image: External link], as liberal parties in Europe declined in strength from their peak in the nineteenth century.[33]
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 United States




American political discourse resisted this social turn in European liberalism. While the economic policies of the New Deal[image: External link] appeared Keynesian, there was no revision of liberal theory in favor of greater state initiative. Even though America lacked an effective socialist movement, New Deal policies often appeared radical and were attacked by the right. The separate development of modern liberalism in the United States[image: External link] is often attributed to American exceptionalism[image: External link], which kept mainstream American ideology within a narrow range.[34]

John Rawls[image: External link]' principal work A Theory of Justice[image: External link] (1971) can be considered a flagship exposition of social liberal thinking, advocating the combination of individual freedom and a fairer distribution of resources. According to Rawls, every individual should be allowed to choose and pursue his or her own conception of what is desirable in life, while a socially just[image: External link] distribution of goods must be maintained. Rawls argued that differences in material wealth are tolerable if general economic growth and wealth also benefit the poorest.[35] A Theory of Justice countered utilitarian[image: External link] thinking in the tradition of Jeremy Bentham[image: External link], instead following the Kantian[image: External link] concept of a social contract[image: External link], picturing society as a mutual agreement between rational[image: External link] citizens, producing rights and duties as well as establishing and defining roles and tasks of the state. Rawls put the "equal liberty principle" in the first place, providing every person with equal access to the same set of fundamental[image: External link] (political) liberties[image: External link]; followed by the "fair equality of opportunity" and "difference principle" allowing social and economic inequalities under the precondition that privileged positions are accessible to everyone, that everyone has equal opportunities, and that even the least advantaged members of society benefit from this framework. This was later restated in the equation of Justice as Fairness[image: External link]. Rawls proposed these principles not just to adherents of liberalism, but as a basis for all democratic politics, regardless of ideology. The work advanced social liberal ideas immensely within 1970s' political and philosophic academia.[36] Rawls may therefore be seen as a "patron saint" of social liberalism.[31]7
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 Decline




Following economic problems in the 1970s, liberal thought underwent some transformation. Keynesian economic management was seen as interfering with the free market, while increased welfare spending that had been funded by higher taxes prompted fears of lower investment, lower consumer spending, and the creation of a "dependency culture." Trade unions often caused high wages and industrial disruption, while full employment was regarded as unsustainable. Writers such as Milton Friedman[image: External link] and Samuel Brittan[image: External link], who were influenced by Friedrich Hayek[image: External link], advocated a reversal of social liberalism. Their policies, which are often called neoliberalism[image: External link], had a significant influence on Western politics, most notably on the governments of UK Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher[image: External link] and US President Ronald Reagan, who pursued policies of deregulation of the economy and reduction in spending on social services.[13]

Part of the reason for the collapse of the social liberal coalition was a challenge in the 1970s from financial interests that could operate independently of national governments. Another cause was the decline of organized labor which had formed part of the coalition but was also a support for left-wing ideologies challenging the liberal consensus. Related to this was the decline of working class consciousness and the growth of the middle class. The push by the United States, which had been least accepting of social liberalism, for trade liberalization further eroded support.[37]
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In Europe[image: External link], social liberal parties tend to be small or medium-sized centrist and centre-left[image: External link] parties.[38] Examples of successful European social liberal parties, which have participated in government coalitions at national or regional levels, are the Liberal Democrats[image: External link] in the United Kingdom[image: External link], Democrats 66[image: External link] in the Netherlands[image: External link], and the Danish Social Liberal Party[image: External link]. In continental European politics, social liberal parties are integrated in the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe[image: External link] (ALDE) group in the European Parliament[image: External link], which is the fourth biggest group at the parliament and includes both social liberal parties and market liberal parties.[39]

Giving an exhaustive list of social liberal parties worldwide is difficult, largely because political organisations are not always ideologically pure. Party ideologies often change over time. However, the following parties and organisations are usually accepted by peers[nb 1] or scholars as following social liberalism as a core ideology.



	Åland: Liberals for Åland[image: External link][40]


	Bahamas: Progressive Liberal Party[image: External link][41]


	Belgium: Vivant[image: External link][42]


	Bosnia and Herzegovina: Our Party[image: External link][43]


	Brazil: Social Liberal Party[image: External link][44]


	Canada: Liberal Party of Canada[image: External link][45][46][47][48]


	Croatia: Croatian People's Party – Liberal Democrats[image: External link],[49] Istrian Democratic Assembly[image: External link][49][50]


	Czech Republic: Party for the Open Society[image: External link][51][52]


	Denmark: Danish Social Liberal Party[image: External link][53][54][55][56][57]


	Egypt: Constitution Party[image: External link][58]


	Estonia: Estonian Centre Party[image: External link][59]


	Finland: Swedish People's Party[image: External link][60]


	France: En Marche![image: External link], Radical Party of the Left[image: External link][61]


	Germany: Liberal Democrats[image: External link],[62][63] New Liberals[image: External link]


	Greece: The River[image: External link][64]


	Hungary: Democratic Coalition[image: External link],[65] Hungarian Liberal Party[image: External link]


	Iceland: Bright Future[image: External link][66]


	Israel: Hatnuah[image: External link],[67] Yesh Atid[image: External link], Kulanu[image: External link]


	Italy: Italian Radicals[image: External link]


	Japan: Democratic Party[image: External link][68]


	Lithuania: Labour Party[image: External link][69]


	Malaysia: People's Justice Party[image: External link][70]


	Montenegro: Positive Montenegro[image: External link][71]


	Morocco: Citizens' Forces[image: External link][72][73]


	Myanmar (Burma): National Democratic Force[image: External link][74]


	Netherlands: Democrats 66[image: External link][53][54]


	Norway: Liberal Party[image: External link][75][76]


	Peru: Possible Peru[image: External link][77]


	Russia: Russian Democratic Party "Yabloko"[image: External link][78][79][80]


	Slovenia: Liberal Democracy of Slovenia[image: External link][10][57][81]


	South Korea: Democratic Party of Korea[image: External link][82]


	Spain: Union, Progress and Democracy[image: External link][83][84]


	Sweden: Liberals[image: External link]


	Taiwan: Democratic Progressive Party[image: External link], New Power Party[image: External link]


	Trinidad and Tobago: People's National Movement[image: External link][85]


	United Kingdom: Liberal Democrats[image: External link][53][54][86]


	United States: Democratic Party[image: External link][87][88]
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 Historical social liberal parties and organizations






	Andorra: Democratic Renewal[image: External link]


	Australia: Australian Democrats[image: External link][89][90][91]


	Belgium: Spirit[image: External link]


	Germany: German Democratic Party[image: External link][92][93]


	Hungary: Alliance of Free Democrats[image: External link][94]


	Iceland: Liberal Party[image: External link],[95] Union of Liberals and Leftists[image: External link][96]


	Italy: Action Party[image: External link], Democratic Alliance[image: External link][97]


	Japan: Democratic Party of Japan[image: External link][98]


	Latvia: Society for Political Change[image: External link][99]


	Lithuania: New Union (Social Liberals)[image: External link][55][100]


	Luxembourg: Radical Socialist Party[image: External link]


	Moldova: Our Moldova Alliance[image: External link][101]


	Netherlands: Free-thinking Democratic League[image: External link][102]


	Norway: Liberal People's Party[image: External link]


	Poland: Democratic Party – demokraci.pl[image: External link][103][104]


	Slovenia: Zares[image: External link][105][106]


	South Korea: Uri Party[image: External link], Democratic Party (2008)[image: External link], Democratic Party (2011)[image: External link][107]


	Switzerland: Ring of Independents[image: External link][108]


	United Kingdom: Liberal Party[image: External link], Social Democratic Party[image: External link][109][110]
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 Notable social liberal thinkers




This list presents some notable scholars and politicians who are generally considered as having made significant contributions to the evolution of social liberalism as a political ideology:



	
Jeremy Bentham[image: External link][6] (1748–1832)

	
John Stuart Mill[image: External link][6][12][111][112] (1806–1873)

	
Thomas Hill Green[image: External link][6][12][113][114][115] (1836–1882)

	
Lester Frank Ward[image: External link] (1841–1913)

	
Lujo Brentano[image: External link][12] (1844–1931)

	
Bernard Bosanquet[image: External link][114] (1848–1923)

	
Woodrow Wilson[8] (1856–1924)

	
Émile Durkheim[image: External link][116][117][118] (1858–1917)

	
John Atkinson Hobson[image: External link][6][113][114][115] (1858–1940)

	
John Dewey[image: External link][6][8] (1859–1952)

	
Friedrich Naumann[image: External link][119][120][121] (1860–1919)

	
Gerhart von Schulze-Gävernitz[image: External link][12] (1864–1943)

	
Leonard Trelawny Hobhouse[image: External link][6][12][113][114][115] (1864–1929)

	
William Beveridge[image: External link][6][113] (1879–1963)

	
Hans Kelsen[image: External link][8] (1881–1973)

	
John Maynard Keynes[image: External link][6][8][113] (1883–1946)

	
Lester B. Pearson[image: External link] (1897–1972)

	
Bertil Ohlin[image: External link][122][123] (1899–1979)

	
Piero Gobetti[image: External link][112] (1901–1926)

	
Karl Popper[image: External link] (1902–1994)

	
Guido Calogero[112] (1904–1986)

	
Isaiah Berlin[image: External link][8] (1909–1997)

	
Norberto Bobbio[image: External link][8][112] (1909–2004)

	
Miguel Reale[image: External link][124][125] (1910–2005)

	
John Rawls[image: External link][6][111][126][127] (1921–2002)

	
Don Chipp[image: External link][128] (1925–2006)

	
Karl-Hermann Flach[image: External link][129] (1929–1973)

	
Vlado Gotovac[image: External link][130] (1930–2000)

	
Richard Rorty[image: External link][131] (1931–2007)

	
Ronald Dworkin[image: External link][111][112][127] (1931–2013)

	
Amartya Sen[image: External link][111][132][133] (born 1933)

	
José G. Merquior[image: External link][8][134] (1941–1991)

	
Bruce Ackerman[image: External link][111][127] (born 1943)

	
Martha Nussbaum[image: External link][132] (born 1947)

	
Paul Krugman[image: External link][135] (born 1953)

	
Dirk Verhofstadt[image: External link][132] (born 1955)
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 See also





	Classical liberalism[image: External link]

	Constitutional liberalism[image: External link]

	Left-libertarianism[image: External link]

	Liberalism by country[image: External link]

	Modern liberalism in the United States[image: External link]

	Radicalism (historical)[image: External link]

	Social democracy[image: External link]

	Social market economy[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Liberal International[image: External link], ALDE Party[image: External link], Council of Asian Liberals and Democrats[image: External link], Africa Liberal Network[image: External link], Liberal Network for Latin America[image: External link] or European Liberal Forum[image: External link]
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Third Way






Not to be confused with Third Position[image: External link].

This article is about the political philosophy. For other uses, see Third Way (disambiguation)[image: External link].

In politics, the Third Way is a position akin to centrism that tries to reconcile right-wing[image: External link] and left-wing[image: External link] politics by advocating a varying synthesis of right-wing economics and left-wing social policies.[1][2] The Third Way was created as a serious re-evaluation of political policies within various centre-left progressive[image: External link] movements in response to international doubt regarding the economic viability of the state; economic interventionist[image: External link] policies that had previously been popularized by Keynesianism[image: External link] and contrasted with the corresponding rise of popularity for economic liberalism[image: External link] and the New Right[image: External link].[3] The Third Way is promoted by some social democratic[image: External link] and social liberal movements.[4]

Major Third Way social democratic proponent Tony Blair[image: External link] claimed that the socialism[image: External link] he advocated was different from traditional conceptions of socialism. Blair said "My kind of socialism is a set of values based around notions of social justice[image: External link] ... Socialism as a rigid form of economic determinism[image: External link] has ended, and rightly".[5] Blair referred to it as "social-ism" that involves politics that recognized individuals as socially interdependent, and advocated social justice, social cohesion, equal worth of each citizen, and equal opportunity.[6] Third Way social democratic theorist Anthony Giddens[image: External link] has said that the Third Way rejects the traditional conception of socialism, and instead accepts the conception of socialism as conceived of by Anthony Crosland[image: External link] as an ethical doctrine[image: External link] that views social democratic governments as having achieved a viable ethical socialism by removing the unjust elements of capitalism[image: External link] by providing social welfare and other policies, and that contemporary socialism has outgrown the Marxian claim for the need of the abolition of capitalism.[7] Blair in 2009 publicly declared support for a "new capitalism".[8]

It supports the pursuit of greater egalitarianism[image: External link] in society through action to increase the distribution of skills, capacities, and productive endowments, while rejecting income redistribution as the means to achieve this.[9] It emphasizes commitment to balanced budgets, providing equal opportunity[image: External link] combined with an emphasis on personal responsibility[image: External link], decentralization[image: External link] of government power to the lowest level possible, encouragement of public-private partnerships[image: External link], improving labour supply[image: External link], investment in human development[image: External link], protection of social capital[image: External link], and protection of the environment.[10]

The Third Way has been criticized[11] by some conservatives[image: External link] and libertarians[image: External link] who advocate laissez-faire[image: External link] capitalism[image: External link].[12] It has also been heavily criticized by many social democrats[image: External link], democratic socialists[image: External link], anarchists[image: External link] and communists[image: External link] in particular as a betrayal of left-wing values.[13][14][15] Specific definitions of Third Way policies may differ between Europe and America.
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 Origins




The term "Third Way" has been used to explain a variety of political courses and ideologies in the last few centuries. These ideas were implemented by progressives[image: External link] in the early 20th century. The term "Third Way" was picked up again in the 1950s by German ordoliberal[image: External link] economists such as Wilhelm Röpke[image: External link], resulting in the development of the concept of the social market economy[image: External link]. Later Röpke distanced himself from the term and located the social market economy as "first way" in the sense of an advancement of the free market economy.[16] Subsequently Enrico Berlinguer[image: External link], General Secretary of the Italian Communist Party[image: External link] in the 1970s and 1980s, used the term "Third Way" to advocate a vision of a socialist society which was more pluralist than the "real socialism[image: External link]" typically advocated by official communist[image: External link] parties, whilst being more economically egalitarian than social democracy. This was part of the wider trend of Eurocommunism[image: External link] in the official communist movement, and provided a theoretical basis for Berlinguer's pursuit of a Historic Compromise[image: External link] with the Italian Christian Democrats[image: External link].[17] Most significantly, Harold Macmillan[image: External link], British Prime Minister from 1957 to 1963, based his philosophy of government on what he entitled in a book, The Middle Way[image: External link] (1938).
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 Modern usage




The Third Way has been defined as:


... something different and distinct from liberal capitalism with its unswerving belief in the merits of the free market and democratic socialism with its demand management and obsession with the state. The Third Way is in favour of growth, entrepreneurship, enterprise and wealth creation but it is also in favour of greater social justice and it sees the state playing a major role in bringing this about. So in the words of... Anthony Giddens of the LSE[image: External link] the Third Way rejects top down socialism as it rejects traditional neo liberalism.

— Report from the BBC, 1999, [18]
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 Usage by social democrats




A variant of the Third Way exists which approaches the centre from a social democratic perspective. It has been advocated by its proponents as an alternative to both capitalism and what it regards as the traditional forms of socialism, including Marxist socialism[image: External link] and state socialism[image: External link], that Third Way social democrats reject.[19] It advocates ethical socialism[image: External link], reformism[image: External link], gradualism[image: External link] - that includes advocating the humanization of capitalism, a mixed economy[image: External link], political pluralism, and liberal democracy[image: External link].[19]

It has been advocated by proponents as a "competition socialism[image: External link]" - an ideology in between traditional socialism and capitalism.[20] A chief social democratic proponent of Third Way, Anthony Giddens[image: External link], has publicly supported a modernized form of socialism within the social democracy movement but claims that "traditional socialist" ideology referring to state socialism[image: External link] that involves economic management and planning are flawed and states as a theory of the managed economy, socialism barely exists any longer.[21]

In defining the Third Way, Tony Blair once wrote “The Third Way stands for a modernized social democracy, passionate in its commitment to social justice.”[22]
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 Examples
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 Australia




Under the nominally centre-left[image: External link] Australian Labor Party[image: External link] from 1983 to 1996, the Bob Hawke[image: External link] and Paul Keating[image: External link] governments pursued many economic policies associated with economic rationalism[image: External link], such as floating[image: External link] the Australian Dollar[image: External link] in 1983, reductions in trade tariffs[image: External link], taxation reforms, changing from centralized wage-fixing to enterprise bargaining[image: External link], heavy restrictions on union activities including on strike action and pattern bargaining, the privatization of government run services and enterprises such as Qantas[image: External link] and the Commonwealth Bank[image: External link], and wholesale deregulation of the banking system. Keating also proposed a Goods and Services Tax[image: External link] (GST) in 1985, however this was scrapped due to its unpopularity amongst both Labor and electorate. The party also desisted from other reforms, such as wholesale labour market deregulation (e.g., WorkChoices[image: External link]), the eventual GST, the privatization of Telstra[image: External link] and welfare reform including "work for the dole[image: External link]", which John Howard[image: External link] and the Liberal Party of Australia[image: External link] were to initiate after winning office in 1996.

Various ideological beliefs were factionalized under reforms to the ALP under Gough Whitlam[image: External link], resulting in what is now known as the Labor Left[image: External link] who tend to favour a more interventionist economic policy, more authoritative top-down controls and some socially progressive ideals, and Labor Right[image: External link], the now dominant faction that is pro-business, more economically liberal and focuses to a lesser extent on social issues. The Whitlam government was first to use the term economic rationalism[image: External link].[23] The Gough Whitlam Labor government from 1972 to 1975 changed from a democratic socialism[image: External link] platform to social democracy, their precursor to the party's "Third Way" policies. Under the Whitlam government, tariffs[image: External link] across the board were cut by 25 percent after 23 years of Labor being in opposition.[24]

Former Labor Prime Minister Kevin Rudd[image: External link]'s first speech to parliament in 1998 stated:


Competitive markets are massive and generally efficient generators of economic wealth. They must therefore have a central place in the management of the economy. But markets sometimes fail, requiring direct government intervention through instruments such as industry policy. There are also areas where the public good dictates that there should be no market at all. We are not afraid of a vision in the Labor Party, but nor are we afraid of doing the hard policy yards necessary to turn that vision into reality. Parties of the Centre Left around the world are wrestling with a similar challenge—the creation of a competitive economy while advancing the overriding imperative of a just society. Some call this the "third way". The nomenclature is unimportant. What is important is that it is a repudiation of Thatcherism and its Australian derivatives represented opposite. It is in fact a new formulation of the nation's economic and social imperatives.[25]



Rudd was critical of free market economists such as Friedrich Hayek[image: External link],[26] although Rudd described himself as "basically a conservative when it comes to questions of public financial management", pointing to his slashing of public service jobs as a Queensland governmental advisor.[27]
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 Italy




The Italian Democratic Party[image: External link] is a plural social democratic[image: External link] party including several distinct ideologic trends. Politicians such as the former Prime Ministers Matteo Renzi[image: External link] and Romano Prodi[image: External link] are Third Way-ers.[28]

Under Renzi's secretariat, the Democratic Party took a strong stance in favour of constitutional reform and of a new electoral law, on the road toward a two-party system[image: External link].

It is not an easy task to find the exact political trend represented by Renzi and his supporters, who have been known as Renziani. The nature of Renzi's progressivism[image: External link] is a matter of debate and has been linked both to liberalism[image: External link] and populism.[29][29][30] According to Maria Teresa Meli of Corriere della Sera[image: External link], Renzi "pursues a precise model, borrowed from the Labour Party[image: External link] and Bill Clinton's Democratic Party[image: External link]", comprising "a strange mix (for Italy) of liberal policy in the economic sphere and populism. This means that, on one side, he will attack the privileges of trade unions, especially of the CGIL[image: External link], which defends only the already protected, while, on the other, he will sharply attack the vested powers, bankers, Confindustria[image: External link] and a certain type of capitalism."[31]

Renzi has occasionally been compared to former British Prime Minister[image: External link] Tony Blair[image: External link] for his political views.[32] Renzi himself has previously claimed to be as supporter of Blair's ideology of the Third Way, regarding an objective to synthesize liberal economics and left-wing social policies.[33][34]
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 United Kingdom




See also: New Labour[image: External link]


In 1938 Harold Macmillan[image: External link] wrote a book entitled The Middle Way, advocating a compromise between capitalism and socialism, which was a precursor to the contemporary notion of the Third Way.[35]

Former Prime Minister Tony Blair[image: External link] is cited as a Third Way politician.[36][37] According to a former member of Blair's staff, Labour[image: External link] and Blair learnt from, and owes a debt to, Bob Hawke[image: External link]'s government in Australia in the 1980s on how to govern as a "third way" party.[38] Blair wrote in a Fabian[image: External link] pamphlet in 1994 of the existence of two prominent variants of socialism: one is based on a Marxist economic determinist and collectivist tradition, and the other is an "ethical socialism" based on values of "social justice, the equal worth of each citizen, equality of opportunity, community".[39] Blair is a particular follower of the ideas of Giddens,[37] as was his successor Gordon Brown[image: External link].

In 1998, Blair, then Labour leader and Prime Minister of the United Kingdom[image: External link], described the relation between social democracy and Third Way as the following:


The Third Way stands for a modernised social democracy, passionate in its commitment to social justice and the goals of the centre-left. … But it is a third way because it moves decisively beyond an Old Left preoccupied by state control, high taxation and producer interests; and a New Right treating public investment, and often the very notions of "society" and collective endeavour, as evils to be undone.[40]
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 United States




See also: New Democrats, Third Way (think tank), Rockefeller Republican[image: External link], and New Deal[image: External link]


In the United States[image: External link], "Third Way" adherents embrace fiscal conservatism to a greater extent than traditional economic liberals, and advocate some replacement of welfare[image: External link] with workfare[image: External link], and sometimes have a stronger preference for market solutions to traditional problems (as in pollution markets[image: External link]), while rejecting pure laissez-faire economics and other libertarian[image: External link] positions. The Third Way style of governing was firmly adopted and partly redefined during the administration[image: External link] of President Bill Clinton.[41] The term "Third Way" was introduced by political scientist Stephen Skowronek[image: External link].[42][43][44] "Third Way" presidents "undermine the opposition by borrowing policies from it in an effort to seize the middle and with it to achieve political dominance." Examples of this are Nixon’s economic policies, which were a continuation of Johnson's "Great Society", and later Clinton’s welfare reform.[45]

Clinton, Blair, Prodi, Gerhard Schröder[image: External link] and other leading Third Way adherents organized conferences to promote the Third Way philosophy in 1997 at Chequers[image: External link] in England.[46][47] The Third Way think tank and the Democratic Leadership Council are adherents of Third Way politics.[48]
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 Other countries




Other leaders who have adopted elements of the Third Way style of governance include Gerhard Schröder[image: External link] of Germany[image: External link], Wim Kok[image: External link] of the Netherlands[image: External link],[49] António Guterres[image: External link] and José Sócrates[image: External link] of Portugal[image: External link],[50][51] Ehud Barak of Israel[image: External link],[52][53] David Lange[image: External link], Roger Douglas[image: External link] and Helen Clark[image: External link] in New Zealand[image: External link],[54][55] François Hollande[image: External link], Dominique Strauss-Kahn[image: External link], Manuel Valls[image: External link] and Emmanuel Macron[image: External link] in France[image: External link],[56][57][58][59] Costas Simitis[image: External link] in Greece[image: External link],[60] Viktor Klima[image: External link] and Alfred Gusenbauer[image: External link] in Austria[image: External link],[61] Ingvar Carlsson[image: External link] and Göran Persson[image: External link] in Sweden[image: External link],[62][63] Paavo Lipponen[image: External link] in Finland[image: External link],[63] Helle Thorning-Schmidt[image: External link] in Denmark[image: External link],[64] Kim Dae-jung[image: External link] and Roh Moo-hyun[image: External link] in South Korea[image: External link],[65] Jean Chrétien[image: External link] in Canada[image: External link],[66] Ferenc Gyurcsány[image: External link] in Hungary[image: External link],[67] Victor Ponta[image: External link] in Romania[image: External link],[68] Leszek Miller[image: External link] in Poland[image: External link],[69] Fernando Henrique Cardoso[image: External link] in Brazil[image: External link],[70] Alan Garcia[image: External link] and Alejandro Toledo[image: External link] in Peru[image: External link],[71] Thabo Mbeki[image: External link] in South Africa[image: External link][72] and Muammar Gaddafi[image: External link] of Jamahiriya-era Libya[image: External link].[73][74]
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 Criticisms




In 1990, after the dismantling of his country's communist government, Czechoslovakia's conservative finance minister, Václav Klaus[image: External link], declared, "We want a market economy without any adjectives. Any compromises with that will only fuzzy up the problems we have. To pursue a so-called 'third way' is foolish. We had our experience with this in the 1960s when we looked for a socialism with a human face. It did not work, and we must be explicit that we are not aiming for a more efficient version of a system that has failed. The market is indivisible; it cannot be an instrument in the hands of central planners." [75] However, it should be noted that in historical context, the "third way" proposals of 1960s Czechoslovakia were better described as "liberalized centrally-planned socialism" rather than the "socially-sensitive capitalism" that Third Way policies tend to have been identified with in the West.

Left-wing opponents of the Third Way argue that it represents social democrats who responded to the New Right[image: External link] by accepting capitalism. The Third Way most commonly uses market mechanics and private ownership of the means of production; and in that sense it is fundamentally capitalistic.[76] In addition to opponents who have noticed this, other reviews have claimed that Third Way social democrats adjusted to the political climate since the 1980s that favoured capitalism by recognizing that outspoken opposition to capitalism in these circumstances was politically nonviable, and that accepting capitalism as the current powers that be[image: External link] and seeking to administer it to challenge laissez-faire capitalists was a more pressing immediate concern.[77]

Charles Clarke[image: External link], a former UK Home Secretary[image: External link] and the first senior "Blairite" to attack Prime Minister Gordon Brown openly and in print, stated "We should discard the techniques of ' triangulation[image: External link]' and 'dividing lines' with the Conservatives, which lead to the not entirely unjustified charge that we simply follow proposals from the Conservatives or the right-wing media, to minimize differences and remove lines of attack against us."[78]

William K. Black[image: External link] said that "Third Way is this group that pretends sometimes to be center-left but is actually completely a creation of Wall Street—it's run by Wall Street for Wall Street with this false flag operation as if it were a center-left group. It's nothing of the sort."[13][14][15]
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 Third Way and Social Capital




The shift towards a political discourse heavily influenced by social capital is clearly observable comparing the 1979 and 1997 Labour Party manifestos (Ferragina and Arrigoni 2016 [79]). In 1979, the Labour Party professed a complete adherence to social democratic ideals and rejected the choice between a "prosperous and efficient Britain" and a "caring and compassionate Britain" (Labour Party, 1979: 23). Coherent with this position, the main commitment of the party was the reduction of economic inequality, via the introduction of a wealth tax (Labour Party, 1979: 1). In the 1990s, this agenda drastically changed with the progressive dismissal of traditional social democratic ideology. In particular, New Labour de-emphasized the need to tackle economic inequality and instead focused its political strategy on the expansion of opportunities for all, keeping public intervention in the market to a minimum. In this context, the aim to foster social capital creation by holding together the modernization of the state and the creation of stronger social ties became the flagship of New Labour (Ferragina and Arrigoni 2016:5 [79]).

This change of political orientation was based on a profound revision of social democratic principles. These principles were considered by New Labour to be an obstacle to the activation of evidence-based policy-making. In this context, the prevention of market failures, that is, targeting child poverty and educational disadvantage, was preferred over the redistributive approach endorsed by the Labour Party during the 1970s. The new vision implied the full acceptance of market principles and pushed traditional social democratic values even further away. This ideological shift took place despite the fact that the period between 1979 and 1995 was characterized by the sharpest increase in economic inequality since World War II (Ferragina and Arrigoni 2016: 5 [79]).

The importance attributed to the creation of social capital is symptomatic of New Labour's interest in civil society. This interest can be explained by the effect of growing individual freedom, fostered by economic and technological modernization, in a context where traditional forms of solidarity and interdependence are needed to prevent social disintegration; a "social paradox" already identified by the founding fathers of sociology. For this reason, New Labour considered the creation of social capital as a good antidote to the tension between traditional and modern values.

Tony Blair proposed to manage social change by unifying moral values, represented by the Tocquevillian quest for community, and scientific evidence, used to inform evidence-based policy-making. The fusion of these two elements in the Third Way was, according to Blair, the only remedy for the social paradox illustrated above. One could say, as Durkheim, that during an age of modernization and transformation, the values cultivated in secondary groups need to be universally accepted because they confer a human face to a society dominated by competition and the pursuit of efficiency. In this vision, the creation of social capital balances growing individualism with the need for interdependence, serving as a sort of glue to prevent modernization from heading towards societal disintegration. After merging social capital’s argument and the Third Way discourse (Giddens,1998), New Labour also bridged theory and practice, through policy making at various levels, that is, in education, health, and neighbourhoods; and attempting to measure the direct impact of these reforms on social capital. In this context, the objective of creating social capital, through the empowerment of families and communities and the decentralization of social services, became one of the main driving forces of New Labour's political action (Ferragina and Arrigoni 2016: 5 [79]).
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Although the Third Way movement was at its peak in the 1990s and 2000s, it has since been on the decline. By 2017 it has become clear that the ideology isn't as popular as it used to be outside of established Third Way circles. Third Way economic policies began to be challenged following the Great Recession[image: External link]. The rise of right-wing[image: External link] populism has put the ideology into question and many on the left have become more vocal in opposition to the Third Way. A large number of Third Way politicians have been either voted out of office or forced to change their positions due to the ideology's weakening base. In 2017, however, Emmanuel Macron[image: External link] was elected President of France[image: External link], which has given some hope to Third Way proponents. [80]
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Bruce Babbitt






Bruce Edward Babbitt (born June 27, 1938) is an American politician from the state of Arizona[image: External link]. A member of the Democratic Party[image: External link], Babbitt served as the 16th governor of Arizona[image: External link] from 1978 to 1987, and as the United States Secretary of the Interior[image: External link] from 1993 through 2001.
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Babbitt was born in Flagstaff, Arizona[image: External link], the son of Frances B. (Perry) and Paul James Babbitt, Sr.[1][2] He graduated from the University of Notre Dame[image: External link], attended Newcastle University[image: External link] in the United Kingdom[image: External link] on a Marshall Scholarship[image: External link], and then received his law degree at Harvard Law School[image: External link].[3]

He married Harriet Coons[image: External link] (known as Hattie) in 1968. She has worked as an attorney in Arizona and Washington, D.C., and served as United States Ambassador to the Organization of American States[image: External link] from 1993 to 1997, and as Deputy Administrator of the United States Agency for International Development[image: External link] from 1997 to 2001 during the Clinton Administration.[4]
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In the state election of November 1974, Babbitt overcame Republican incumbent Warner Lee to become Attorney General of Arizona[image: External link].[5] He succeeded Wesley Bolin[image: External link] as governor when Bolin died in office on March 4, 1978. Arizona does not have a lieutenant governor; the Arizona Secretary of State[image: External link], if holding office by election, stands first in line in case the governor vacates his or her post. However, Rose Mofford[image: External link], then secretary of state, had been appointed to her post and thus was not eligible to become governor according to the Arizona state constitution. Babbitt, as attorney general, was next in the line of succession, and thus served the balance of the term to which Raúl Héctor Castro[image: External link] had originally been elected in 1974. Babbitt was elected for a full four-year term later in 1978, and again in 1982[image: External link]. He did not run for a third term in 1986.

In 1982, Babbitt intervened in negotiations between the Cochise County sheriff and leaders of the Christ Miracle Healing Church and Center over the release of church members whom the church was hiding from facing charges for assault. The church, which had been implicated in bomb-making, would play a central role in the Miracle Valley shootout[image: External link] later that year. In 1983, Babbitt sent the Arizona National Guard to the strike against the Phelps Dodge[image: External link] mining company in Morenci, Arizona[image: External link].

With the retirement of Republican Barry Goldwater[image: External link] from the U.S. Senate in 1986, many in Arizona expected Babbitt to oppose Representative John McCain for the seat. In a surprise press conference in 1985, Babbitt instead announced he would forgo the Senate race to concentrate on a White House bid in 1988.

Babbitt is the only Arizona governor to have completed two four-year terms with nine years of service. George W.P. Hunt[image: External link] is Arizona's longest-serving governor, however, with 17 years of total service and seven terms.
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In 1979, Babbitt was appointed by President Jimmy Carter[image: External link] to serve as a commissioner on the President's Commission on the Accident at Three Mile Island[image: External link], a six-month investigation of the March 1979 accident at a commercial nuclear power plant at Middletown, Pennsylvania[image: External link].[6] Babbitt spoke at the 1980 Democratic National Convention, which nominated incumbent Jimmy Carter[image: External link] as the Democratic candidate for president.

A founding member of the Democratic Leadership Council and the chairman of the Democratic Governors Association in 1985, Babbitt sought the Democratic Party[image: External link]'s 1988 nomination for President of the United States. Among his proposals was a national sales tax to remedy the then-record budget deficits piled up during the several past administrations. He enjoyed positive press attention (called a "boomlet" in USA Today), but after finishing out of the top tier of candidates in the Iowa caucuses and New Hampshire primary, he dropped out of the race. In an intentional reference to Richard Nixon (who said after losing the California governorship in the 1962 election[image: External link] that the press "won't have [me] to kick around anymore"), Babbitt joked in his last campaign press conference that the media "won't have Bruce Babbitt to puff up anymore." The Washington Post reported that Babbitt dropped this line from the prepared text of his withdrawal speech.[7]
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After leading the League of Conservation Voters[image: External link], Babbitt served for eight years, 1993–2001, as the United States Secretary of the Interior[image: External link] during Bill Clinton's administration.

Babbitt worked to protect scenic and historic areas of America's federal public lands. In 2000 Babbitt created the National Landscape Conservation System[image: External link], a collection of 15 U.S. National Monuments[image: External link] and 14 National Conservation Areas[image: External link] to be managed by the Bureau of Land Management[image: External link] in such a way as to keep them "healthy, open, and wild."

In 1993, Babbitt was seriously considered by President Clinton to replace retiring United States Supreme Court[image: External link] Justice Byron White[image: External link]. Due to his lead on environmental issues, however, Clinton nominated Ruth Bader Ginsburg instead. Clinton again considered Babbitt for the high court in 1994 when Harry Blackmun[image: External link] announced his retirement. Babbitt was passed over again, this time in favor of Stephen Breyer, due to Breyer's immense support in the U.S. Senate, primarily because he was close to Sen. Ted Kennedy.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 1998 Babbitt was the subject of a federal grand jury investigation into whether he had lied to Congress about having denied an Indian casino license in Wisconsin in return for political donations. The controversy has been called Wampumgate[image: External link]. Babbitt was cleared of wrongdoing in the special prosecutor's final report on the investigation the following year.[8]
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Babbitt took a job as chief counsel of the environmental litigation department of Latham & Watkins[image: External link], an international law firm[image: External link], after leaving the Department of the Interior.

Babbitt wrote a book in 2005 titled Cities in the Wilderness: A New Vision of Land Use in America, where he proposes to amend the Endangered Species Act[image: External link] so that it is used to identify, conserve, and protect landscapes, watersheds, and ecosystems whether or not an endangered species exists there. Drawing a parallel with preventive medicine, he thinks it should promote the protection of open space and ecosystems before the downward spiral to extinction begins.

Babbitt has attracted the ire of some environmentalists and Native American groups for his representation of the Arizona Snowbowl[image: External link] ski resort and its effort to expand the resort and use waste water to make artificial snow[image: External link].[9]

He serves as trustee[image: External link] of the World Wildlife Fund[image: External link] Secretariat Trustees in the U.S., and was a member of the Council on Foreign Relations until 2012.[10] He has also served on the Board of Directors since 2009 for the Amazon Conservation Association[image: External link], whose mission is to conserve the biological diversity of the Amazon.[11] Babbitt is also a member of the ReFormers Caucus of Issue One[image: External link].[12]
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Birch Evans "Evan" Bayh III (/'baI /[image: External link] BY[image: External link]; born December 26, 1955) is an American lawyer and Democratic[image: External link] politician who served as the junior U.S. Senator from Indiana[image: External link] from 1999 to 2011. He earlier served as the 46th[image: External link] Governor of Indiana[image: External link] from 1989 to 1997.

Bayh first held public office as the Secretary of State of Indiana[image: External link], elected in 1986. He held the position for only two years before being elected Governor. He left his office after completing two terms and briefly took a job lecturing at Indiana University Bloomington[image: External link], before being elected to the U.S. Senate seat once held by his father, Birch Bayh[image: External link].

On February 15, 2010, Bayh unexpectedly announced he would not seek reelection to the Senate in 2010[image: External link]. After leaving the Senate, he was replaced by his predecessor, Dan Coats[image: External link], and became a partner with the law and lobbying firm McGuireWoods[image: External link] in the firm's Washington, D.C., office,[1] and also became a senior adviser with Apollo Global Management[image: External link]. He was a part-time contributor for Fox News[image: External link] from March 2011 to July 2016.[2] In June 2011 he became a messaging adviser for the U.S. Chamber of Commerce[image: External link].[3] On October 27, 2011, it was announced that Berry Plastics Corp. had appointed Bayh to its board of directors.[4] Bayh also serves on the board of directors of Marathon Petroleum[image: External link], the 2011 spin-off from Marathon Oil[image: External link].

Following the withdrawal of 2016 Democratic primary winner[image: External link] Baron Hill[image: External link], Bayh announced that he would be running to take back his old Senate seat from retiring Republican incumbent Dan Coats.[5] He was defeated by Todd Young[image: External link] in the general election by a 10-point margin (Young 52% vs. Bayh 42%).[6]



TOP
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 Personal life




Bayh was born in Shirkieville, Indiana[image: External link], the son of Marvella Bayh[image: External link] (née Hern) and Birch Evans Bayh, Jr.[image: External link] Evan Bayh's father Birch was a U.S. Senator from 1963 until his 1981 defeat by then-Representative and future Vice President Dan Quayle. Bayh attended St. Albans School[image: External link] in Washington, D.C.[image: External link], and graduated with honors with a B.S. in business administration from the Kelley School of Business[image: External link] at Indiana University Bloomington[image: External link] in 1978. At Indiana, he became a member of the Phi Kappa Psi[image: External link] Fraternity's Indiana Beta chapter. Bayh has an honorary Doctor of Laws[image: External link] degree from Golden Gate University School of Law[image: External link] in California.

Bayh received his Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree from the University of Virginia School of Law[image: External link] in 1981, and clerked for a federal judge before entering private law practice in Indianapolis[image: External link].

Bayh and his wife, Susan[image: External link], have twin sons, born in 1995.[7] Susan Bayh serves on numerous corporate boards, including health insurance giant Anthem[image: External link].[8][9]
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 Indiana state politics




After a debate over whether he met the state's five-year residency requirement to be on the ballot,[10] Bayh was elected Secretary of State of Indiana[image: External link] in 1986 and served from 1987 to 1989.

Bayh was first elected Governor of Indiana[image: External link] in 1988, defeating former Kokomo Mayor Steve Daily in the Democratic primary. Bayh was the first Democrat to serve as Governor of Indiana[image: External link] in 20 years. Bayh defeated Republican John Mutz[image: External link] in the general election. Bayh was re-elected governor in 1992 with 63% of the vote.[11] He defeated State Attorney General Linley E. Pearson, a Republican, to win his second term. By the end of his second term, Bayh had an approval rating of nearly 80 percent.[10]

Bayh was a vocal supporter of capital punishment.[12]

When his second term as governor ended in 1997, he accepted a lecturing position at his alma mater, the Kelley School of Business[image: External link] at Indiana University Bloomington[image: External link].[10] From 1997 to 1998, while he was campaigning for U.S. Senate, Bayh was also hired as a partner at Indianapolis law firm Baker & Daniels[image: External link]. In 1998, his Baker & Daniels salary was $265,000, according to Senate financial records. Indiana University paid him an additional $51,000 that year.[13]
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 United States Senator from Indiana




Bayh was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1998 to the seat that was once held by his father. He won with 64% of the vote, the largest margin ever recorded for a Democrat in a U.S. Senate race in Indiana, defeating former Fort Wayne[image: External link] Mayor Paul Helmke[image: External link]. Bayh carried all but four counties, including several that usually tilt Republican.[citation needed[image: External link]]

He easily won reelection in 2004, defeating Prof. Marvin Scott, receiving 62% of the vote—in the process, becoming only the fifth Indiana Democrat to be popularly elected to a second term in the Senate, and the first since his father.[citation needed[image: External link]]

During his Senate career, Bayh served on five Senate committees: Banking Housing and Urban Affairs, of which he was the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Security and International Trade and Finance; Armed Services; the Select Committee on Intelligence; the Special Committee on Aging; and the Small Business[image: External link] Committee.

Bayh released an autobiography in 2003 entitled From Father to Son: A Private Life in the Public Eye. He describes growing up as the son of Senator Birch Bayh and emphasizes the importance of active, responsible fatherhood.[citation needed[image: External link]]

From 2001 to 2005, Bayh served as Chairman of the Democratic Leadership Council (DLC). He is also a member of the Senate Centrist Coalition, helped establish the New Democrat Coalition, and founded the Moderate Dems Working Group.[14] Bayh also served on the Board of Directors of the National Endowment for Democracy[image: External link].[15]

Bayh voted against confirming United States Attorney General[image: External link] John Ashcroft, Secretary of the Interior[image: External link] Gale Norton[image: External link], Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice[image: External link], Attorney General[image: External link] Alberto Gonzales[image: External link], Chief Justice[image: External link] John Roberts and Justice Samuel Alito[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Bayh was an early supporter of the Bush administration's policies on Iraq.[16] On October 2, 2002, Bayh joined President George W. Bush and Congressional leaders in a Rose Garden[image: External link] ceremony announcing their agreement on the joint resolution[image: External link] authorizing the Iraq War[image: External link], and was thanked by Bush and Senator John McCain for co-sponsoring the resolution.[17]

He voted yes on reauthorizing the Patriot Act[image: External link] in 2006.[18]

In the aftermath of the Financial crisis of 2007–2010[image: External link], Bayh joined with his fellow senators in hurrying to bail out U.S. financial institutions[image: External link]. Addressing the launch of the No Labels[image: External link] political organization, he "described a scene from 2008 where Ben Bernanke[image: External link] warned senators that the sky would collapse if the banks weren't rescued. 'We looked at each other,' said Bayh, 'and said, okay, what do we need.'"[19]
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 Retirement




See also: United States Senate election in Indiana, 2010[image: External link]


On February 15, 2010, Bayh announced he would not seek reelection to a third Senate term in the November 2, 2010 midterm election. Bayh's announcement came very shortly after former Senator Dan Coats[image: External link] declared his own candidacy for Bayh's Senate seat.[20] Because he made his announcement the day before the deadline for filing for the primary[image: External link], no Democrat was able to gather a sufficient number of signatures to qualify for the primary ballot, so the state party committee chose Congressman Brad Ellsworth[image: External link] as the nominee.[21][22]

According to the Associated Press, Bayh spent a significant portion of his last year in office searching for a job, holding over four dozen meetings with potential corporate employers between February and December 2010.[23] He also cast votes on issues of interest to his future corporate employers.[23]

A CNN[image: External link] analysis of Bayh's internal 2009 schedule found that he "maneuvered behind the scenes" and "privately engaged with fundraisers, lobbyists and donors who had a keen interest on the issues dominating Capitol Hill," raising potential conflict-of-interest concerns. Bayh's meetings included sessions with lobbyists for the health insurance industry prior to his announcement that he would support the Affordable Care Act[image: External link].[24]
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 Committee assignments





	
Committee on Armed Services[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Airland[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and Capabilities[image: External link]

	
Subcommittee on Readiness and Management Support[image: External link] (Chairman)





	
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Financial Institutions[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Securities, Insurance, and Investment[image: External link]

	
Subcommittee on Security and International Trade and Finance[image: External link] (Chairman)





	
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Energy[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on National Parks[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Water and Power[image: External link]





	Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship[image: External link]

	Select Committee on Intelligence[image: External link]

	Special Committee on Aging[image: External link]
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 Relationship between his Senate office and wife's corporate career




Susan Bayh[image: External link], Evan Bayh's wife, has been described by the Fort Wayne Journal Gazette[image: External link] as a "professional board member" or "professional director", having been a director of fourteen corporations since 1994 and being a director of eight as of 2006.[25]

The Journal Gazette reported that since Susan Bayh began her career as a corporate director, “Sen. Evan Bayh [has] cast more than 3,000 votes, including some on issues of keen interest to the pharmaceutical, broadcast, insurance, food-distribution and finance industries".[25] Since 2003, Bayh prohibited his staff from having lobbying[image: External link] contacts with his wife or representatives of the companies she directs. Bayh has insisted his wife’s ties have had no bearing on his congressional actions. “The reality is I don’t even know the people who run the vast majority of her companies. I’ve never even spoken to them,” Bayh told the Journal Gazette. “The reality is, we don’t talk about stuff that she’s involved with.”[25]
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 2008 U.S. presidential election




Main article: Evan Bayh presidential campaign, 2008[image: External link]


Further information: Barack Obama presidential campaign, 2008 and Democratic Party vice presidential candidate selection, 2008[image: External link]


On December 1, 2006, news sources revealed that Bayh was creating a presidential exploratory committee[image: External link].[26] Bayh confirmed these reports on December 3.[27] On December 15, 2006, Bayh announced that he would not run for president in 2008. He later endorsed Hillary Clinton.[28]

During the 2008 United States Presidential campaign[image: External link], Bayh stated that he would accept an offer to be Barack Obama's running mate.[29] According to a book by Obama campaign manager David Plouffe[image: External link], it was a "coin toss" between Bayh and Joe Biden for Obama's pick for Vice President, with Tim Kaine being a contender before deciding to focus on the DNC chairmanship.[30]
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 Post Senate career




After his retirement from the U.S. Senate, it was announced that Bayh would work as a strategic adviser on policy for the corporate law firm McGuireWoods LLP[image: External link] and as a senior adviser to the private equity[image: External link] firm Apollo Global Management[image: External link].

Bayh campaigned for Senator Joe Donnelly[image: External link]'s two-day, five-city "main street tour," among other visits, and introduced Donnelly before his victory speech in Indiana's 2012 U.S. Senate election[image: External link].[31][32][33]

As of the end of 2015, Bayh had just over $9 million in unspent campaign cash.[34][35]



Bayh's net worth soared to between $13.9 million and $48 million after he left office and began a post-Congress career with lobbying firms and corporate boards.[36] This was a significant increase over the $6.8-$8.0 million in assets he reported during his last year in Congress.[37] Bayh received over $6 million in compensation from salary, compensation from corporate boards, and speaking fees from January 2015 through October 2016.[36]
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 2016 U.S. Senate campaign




Main article: United States Senate election in Indiana, 2016[image: External link]


On July 11, 2016, CNN[image: External link] reported that Bayh was preparing to enter the 2016 U.S. Senate election in Indiana[image: External link] to run for the seat being vacated by Dan Coats, who was retiring. Baron Hill[image: External link], who won an uncontested primary to become the Democratic nominee on May 3, formally withdrew from the race on the same day to make way for Bayh's candidacy.[38][39]

Bayh ran into criticism in August 2016 over his residency status in Indiana. WFLI-TV[image: External link] reported that he was listed twice as an "inactive voter" in Indiana records.[40] CNN[image: External link] reported that Bayh repeatedly listed his two multimillion-dollar houses in Washington, D.C. as his primary residences, not his $53,000 condo in Indianapolis.[41] When asked by a local television reporter to state his Indiana address, he stated the wrong address.[42][43] In response, Bayh stated that he "voted in every primary and every general election for the last 25 to 30 years" and is "an active voter in Indiana," and when asked how often he is in Indiana, he stated, "all the time, frequently."[40]

Bayh was defeated by Republican Representative Todd Young[image: External link] in the November election.[6] Young won 52% of the vote to Bayh's 42%.[44][45]
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 Political positions
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 Abortion




Bayh has a 100% rating by the NARAL[image: External link].[46] He ultimately voted in favor of the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act[image: External link] in 2003. He voted against Unborn Victims of Violence Act[image: External link] in 2004. He voted in favor of the Child Interstate Abortion Notification Act in 2006.[47] He voted against an amendment to prohibit federal funds from going to groups that support coerced abortion.[47] He repeatedly voted against amendments to prohibit federal funds from being used for abortions.[47]
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 Agriculture




Bayh voted for the 2002 Farm Bill that provided financial support accessible to rural communities. The bill provides funds for rural water and waste infrastructure. The Farm Bill also provides technology for rural residents' technical skills.[48]
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 Civil rights




Bayh has a mixed but left-leaning record on civil rights, having earned a 60% by the ACLU[image: External link] (2002), and 89% by the HRC (2006), and a 100% by the NAACP[image: External link] (2006). Some of his votes include a 1998 vote where Bayh voted to continue nonquota affirmative action programs. He voted to add sexual orientation under hate crime rules in both 2000 and 2002. In 2001, he voted yes to ease wiretapping restrictions. In 2006, he voted yes on a flag-burning constitutional amendment and no on an amendment to ban same-sex marriage.[49]
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 Climate change




Bayh has been called "a fence-sitter on climate legislation," because he has stated concern about the effects of climate change but he also values cheap energy as beneficial to Indiana's manufacturing industry.[50] In 2008 he signed a letter expressing concerns with a cap-and-trade bill known as the Climate Security Act[image: External link] that was then on the Senate floor,[51] but he ultimately voted for the bill.[52]

In 2010 he voted to prevent the EPA[image: External link] from regulating greenhouse gas[image: External link] pollution.[53]
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 Economy




In 2003, Bayh introduced legislation to further expand Small Business Administration loans to small manufacturers. The legislation was enacted into law in 2004.[citation needed[image: External link]]

At a speech to the Commonwealth Club of California[image: External link], Bayh said:


	What concerns me most about President Bush's tax and budget proposals, is that they threaten to undermine the foundation of the '90s' prosperity – replacing the "virtuous cycle" created by fiscal responsibility with a "vicious cycle" of deficits and debt, rising interest rates, and disinvestment[image: External link]. His proposals constitute a narrow ideological agenda, not an effective economic strategy, and completely fail to grasp the realities of the New Economy and the many requirements for economic success in the 21st Century.[54]
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 Education




As governor, Bayh created the 21st Century Scholars program, which promises at-risk middle school students full tuition scholarships in return for being drug, alcohol and crime-free and maintaining decent grades. Iowa and Wisconsin have both introduced legislation modeling Bayh's program.[55][56]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Energy




On September 11, 2008, Bayh joined the Gang of 20[image: External link], a bipartisan group designed to promote comprehensive energy reform.[57][ better source needed[image: External link]]
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 Environment





	Voted no on prohibiting eminent domain[image: External link] for use as parks or grazing land in December 2007.[49]


	Voted yes on including oil and gas smokestacks in mercury regulations in September 2005.[49]


	Rated 74% by the League of Conservation Voters[image: External link], indicating pro-environment votes, in December 2003.[49]


	Voted no on confirming Gale Norton[image: External link] as Secretary of Interior[image: External link] in January 2001.[49]


	Voted no on more funding for forest roads and fish habitat in September 1999.[49]


	Voted to strengthen prohibitions against animal fighting[image: External link] in January 2007.[49]


	Voted to restrict the Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link]'s ability to regulate carbon dioxide emissions in June 2010).[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Health care




Bayh introduced the Medicare Prescription Drug Emergency Guarantee Act of 2006 to amend titles XVIII and XIX of the Social Security Act to assure uninterrupted access to necessary medicines under the Medicare prescription drug program.[58] Bayh proposed legislation he says could help cut health care insurance premiums by at least 20 percent for small businesses and individuals.[59]

Bayh also voted in favor of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link] in 2010 and the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010.[60][61]
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 Israel




Speaking to 2002 luncheon hosted by the American Israel Public Affairs Committee[image: External link], a pro-Israel lobby[image: External link] group, Bayh "described his lifelong affection for the state of Israel[image: External link], beginning with a boyhood vacation there, and deepening with his many official visits as a governor and senator."[62][ better source needed[image: External link]]
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 Iran




Bayh appeared on CNN[image: External link]'s Late Edition[image: External link] in January 2006[63] and referred to the "radical, almost delusional nature of the Iranian[image: External link] regime" and recent comments of Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad[image: External link] that the Holocaust[image: External link] is a "myth. [...] To deny history like this, this virulent anti-Semitism, their sponsoring of terrorism, their search for a nuclear weapon – ought to be a wake-up call to every American. Appeasement won't work. [...] We need to use diplomacy, economic sanctions, other means, so we won't have to resort to military action."[63]

Bayh introduced legislation in January 2006 that would impose sanctions on Iran.[64]

On January 20, 2006, Bayh introduced a resolution calling for economic sanctions on Iran, with the goal of deterring Iran from developing nuclear weapons.[65]

In 2007, Bayh "supported the Kyl-Lieberman amendment that Obama made a key part of his critique of Clinton."[66][67]
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 Iraq




Bayh was an early supporter of the idea of removing Saddam Hussein from power for humanitarian reasons.[16] On October 2, 2002, Bayh joined President George W. Bush and congressional leaders in a Rose Garden ceremony announcing their agreement on the joint resolution authorizing the Iraq War, and was thanked by Bush and Senator John McCain for co-sponsoring the resolution.[17] Later, in 2006, Bayh criticized the conduct of the Iraq War[image: External link]:


	It is clear to just about everyone but the die-hard neoconservatives[image: External link] within this administration that shifting our focus away from Osama bin Laden to Saddam Hussein was perhaps the biggest strategic blunder in our nation's history. And while we have been preoccupied with Iraq[image: External link], under this President, North Korea[image: External link] has gone nuclear and Iran[image: External link] is on the verge of doing so.[68]




A blog[image: External link] from The Washington Post reported that in February 2006 Bayh was quoted saying: "We've got to be somewhere between 'cut and run[image: External link]' ... and mindlessly staying the course[image: External link]. You've got to have a sensible middle ground."[69]
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 Trade




During his time in the Senate, Bayh criticized trade policies of some countries, including China. Bayh's bipartisan Stopping Overseas Subsidies (SOS) Act was intended to allow the United States to enforce its antisubsidy laws abroad. He voted against CAFTA[image: External link].[70]

Bayh placed a hold on the President's nominee to be the U.S. Trade Representative. After receiving several key commitments from nominee (now U.S. Senator) Rob Portman[image: External link] to get tough on China trade, Bayh agreed to release his hold.[71]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Electoral history






	Indiana Secretary of State, 1986



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Evan Bayh
	828,494
	53.3%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Robert Bowen
	704,952
	45.4%



	
	American[image: External link]
	Linda Paterson
	10,224
	0.7%



	
	Libertarian
	Karen Benson
	10,180
	0.7%









	Democratic Nomination for Governor of Indiana, 1988



	Candidate
	Votes
	Percentage



	Evan Bayh
	493,198
	83.1%



	Stephen Daily
	66,242
	11.2%



	Frank O'Bannon[image: External link]
	34,360
	5.8%






	Governor of Indiana, 1988



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Evan Bayh
	1,138,574
	53.2%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	John Mutz
	1,002,207
	46.8%






	Governor of Indiana, 1992



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Evan Bayh (incumbent)
	1,382,151
	62.0%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Linley Pearson
	822,533
	36.9%



	
	New Alliance
	Mary Barton
	24,378
	1.1%






	U.S. Senator from Indiana (Class 3), 1998[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Evan Bayh
	1,012,244
	63.7%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Paul Helmke[image: External link]
	552,732
	34.8%



	
	Libertarian
	Rebecca Sink-Burris
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	John Carney



	



	74th Governor of Delaware[image: External link]




	
Incumbent[image: External link]





	
Assumed office

January 17, 2017



	Lieutenant
	Bethany Hall-Long[image: External link]



	Preceded by
	Jack Markell



	Member of the U.S. House of Representatives

from Delaware[image: External link]'s at-large[image: External link] district



	
In office

January 3, 2011 – January 3, 2017



	Preceded by
	Michael Castle[image: External link]



	Succeeded by
	Lisa Blunt Rochester[image: External link]



	24th Lieutenant Governor of Delaware[image: External link]




	
In office

January 16, 2001 – January 20, 2009



	Governor
	Ruth Ann Minner



	Preceded by
	Ruth Ann Minner[image: External link]



	Succeeded by
	Matthew Denn[image: External link]



	Personal details



	Born
	
John Charles Carney Jr.

May 20, 1956 (age 61)

Wilmington, Delaware[image: External link], U.S.



	Political party
	Democratic[image: External link]



	Spouse(s)
	Tracey Quillen



	Residence
	Governor's Mansion[image: External link]



	Education
	
Dartmouth College[image: External link] ( BA[image: External link])

University of Delaware, Newark[image: External link] ( MPA[image: External link])




	Website
	Official website[image: External link]




John Charles Carney Jr. (born May 20, 1956) is an American politician who is the 74th and current[image: External link] Governor of Delaware[image: External link] since January 2017. He is a member of the Democratic Party[image: External link], and served as the U.S. Representative for Delaware's at-large congressional district[image: External link] from 2011 to 2017 prior to his governorship. Carney was also the 24th[image: External link] Lieutenant Governor of Delaware[image: External link] from 2001 to 2009 and served as Delaware's Secretary of Finance. He first unsuccessfully sought the Democratic nomination for Governor of Delaware[image: External link] in 2008, losing to Jack Markell. He ran for Governor of Delaware again in 2016 and won to succeed Markell, who was term-limited.
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 Early life




Carney was born in Wilmington, Delaware[image: External link], the son of Ann Marie (née Buckley) and John Charles "Jack" Carney. His great-grandparents immigrated from Ireland.[1] Carney was quarterback[image: External link] of the 1973 state championship St. Mark's High School[image: External link] football team, and earned All-Ivy League and Most Valuable Player[image: External link] honors in football at Dartmouth College[image: External link], from which he graduated in 1978. While a student at Dartmouth, he joined the local Beta Alpha Omega fraternity[image: External link]. He later coached freshman football at the University of Delaware[image: External link], while earning his master's degree in public administration[image: External link].[2][3]
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Carney has served as Deputy Chief Administrative Officer of New Castle County[image: External link] and as Secretary of Finance and Deputy Chief of Staff for Governor Tom Carper.
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 Lieutenant Governor of Delaware




He was first elected Lieutenant Governor of Delaware in 2000 and served from January 16, 2001 until January 20, 2009.

As Lieutenant Governor Carney presided over the Delaware State Senate and chaired the Board of Pardons. He was chairman of the Delaware Health Care Commission, the Interagency Council on Adult Literacy, the Criminal Justice Council, the Center for Education Technology, and the Livable Delaware Advisory Council. In 2002 he launched the education initiative "Models of Excellence in Education" to identify practices in schools that have raised student achievement. Carney was also selected by other Lieutenant Governors as chairman of the National Lieutenant Governors Association from July 2004 to July 2005.

Carney has long been an advocate for wellness issues in Delaware, sponsoring "BeHealthy Delaware" and "The Lt. Governor's Challenge" to encourage Delawareans to be more active and address the State's high rate of chronic diseases. He fought for Delaware's public smoking ban[image: External link] to improve health, cut cancer rates, and discourage teens from starting to smoke.

After completing his tenure as Lieutenant Governor in 2009, Carney served as president and chief operating officer of Transformative Technologies, which is investing in the DelaWind project, to bring offshore wind turbine construction to Delaware.[4] He planned to step down in early 2010 to concentrate on his U.S. House campaign.[5]
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	2010



See also: United States House of Representatives election in Delaware, 2010[image: External link]


Carney was the Democratic Party nominee for Delaware's at-large seat in the United States House of Representatives in 2010. Carney faced Republican Glen Urquhart[image: External link], Independent Party of Delaware Earl R. Lofland, Libertarian Brent A. Wangen, and Blue Enigma Jeffrey Brown. The seat had been held since 1993 by Republican Michael Castle[image: External link], who declined to seek re-election to the House in order to run for the U.S. Senate seat once held by Vice President Joe Biden. In the first week of October, Fairleigh Dickinson University[image: External link]'s PublicMind Poll released the results of its opinion research, showing Carney with a 15-point advantage over Urquhart, 51%-36%; well ahead in New Castle County (56-32) but running even with Urquhart (43-43) in the downstate counties of Kent and Sussex.[6] Days before the election, a second Fairleigh Dickinson poll showed Carney leading by 17 percentage points, 53% to 36% among likely voters.[7]

Carney won the seat by 16 points, 57%-41%, and took office on January 3 of 2011. His victory was one of the three seats gained by the Democrats in a year where they suffered a net loss of 63 seats to the Republicans.


	2012



See also: United States House of Representatives election in Delaware, 2012[image: External link]


In his bid for a second term, Carney faced Republican Tom Kovach[image: External link], the President of New Castle County[image: External link], and two minor candidates. In a debate with Kovach, Carney stated, "I will continue to do in Washington what I did in Delaware: work across the aisle to get things done. I learned early on that compromise is part of life." Speaking on the Affordable Care Act[image: External link] (commonly called Obamacare), Carney stated that it "is not perfect" but that it is the "only chance we have to get costs under control."[8] Carney was re-elected in a landslide, with 64% of the vote to Kovach's 33%.


	2014



See also: United States House of Representatives election in Delaware, 2014[image: External link]


Carney ran for re-election to a third term in 2014. He defeated Republican Rose Izzo by 59% to 37%, with Green Bernie August and Libertarian Scott Gesty taking 2% each.
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In 2011, Carney and Illinois Republican Aaron Schock[image: External link] co-sponsored a bill that would use U.S. oil exploration to help fund a five-year federal highway construction project. The bill has not been voted on as of April 2012.[9][10]

On April 7, 2014, Carney introduced the Expatriate Health Coverage Clarification Act of 2014 (H.R. 4414; 113th Congress)[image: External link] into the House.[11] The bill would exempt expatriate[image: External link] health care plans from the requirements of the Affordable Care Act[image: External link].[12] Carney argued that expatriates, a group that includes businessmen, pilots, and ship captains, usually already have special, high-quality health care plans designed to meet the unique needs to expatriates.[12] Carney said that "expatriate health insurance plans offer high-end, robust coverage to executives and others working outside their home country, giving them access to a global network of health care providers."[12] Carney indicated that requiring American expatriate health care providers to meet the tax and reporting requirements of the Affordable Care Act would put them at an unfair competitive disadvantage in comparison to foreign companies offering similar health care plans.[12]
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Committee on Financial Services[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Capital Markets and Government-Sponsored Enterprises[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Monetary Policy and Trade[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations[image: External link]
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 2008




See also: Delaware gubernatorial election, 2008[image: External link]


Carney sought the Democratic nomination for the office of Governor in 2008, as incumbent Governor Ruth Ann Minner[image: External link] was constitutionally barred from seeking a third term. However, despite the backing of most of the party establishment, Carney lost the Democratic primary by fewer than two thousand votes in a close race to State Treasurer Jack Markell, who went on to win the general election.[13]
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 2016




See also: Delaware gubernatorial election, 2016[image: External link]


Carney once again sought the Democratic nomination for the office of Governor in 2016, as incumbent Governor Jack Markell was constitutionally barred from seeking a third term. Carney won the Democratic primary unopposed and went on to win the general election.[14]
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Elections are held the first Tuesday after November 1. The Lieutenant Governor takes office the third Tuesday of January with a four-year term. U.S. Representatives take office January 3 and have a two-year term.



	Public Offices



	Office
	Type
	Location
	Years



	Lieutenant Governor[image: External link]
	Executive[image: External link]
	Dover[image: External link]
	January 16, 2001 –

January 18, 2005



	Lieutenant Governor[image: External link]
	Executive[image: External link]
	Dover[image: External link]
	January 18, 2005 –

January 20, 2009






	Election results



	Year
	Office
	Election
	
	Subject
	Party
	Votes
	 %
	
	Opponent
	Party
	Votes
	 %



	2000
	Lt. Governor[image: External link]
	General
	John Carney
	Democratic[image: External link]
	193,348
	62%
	Dennis J. Rochford
	Republican[image: External link]
	119,943
	38%



	2004
	Lt. Governor[image: External link]
	General
	John Carney
	Democratic[image: External link]
	218,272
	62%
	James P. Ursomarso
	Republican[image: External link]
	127,425
	36%



	2008
	Governor[image: External link]
	Primary
	John Carney
	Democratic[image: External link]
	36,112
	49%
	Jack Markell
	Democratic[image: External link]
	37,849
	51%



	2010
	U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link]
	General
	John Carney
	Democratic[image: External link]
	173,443
	57%
	Glen Urquhart[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]
	125,408
	41%



	2012
	U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link]
	General
	John Carney
	Democratic[image: External link]
	249,905
	64%
	Tom Kovach[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]
	129,749
	33%



	2014
	U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link]
	General
	John Carney
	Democratic[image: External link]
	137,251
	59%
	Rose Izzo
	Republican[image: External link]
	85,146
	37%



	2016
	Governor[image: External link]
	General
	John Carney
	Democratic[image: External link]
	248,404
	58%
	Colin Bonini[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]
	166,852
	39%
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 Personal life




Carney and his wife, Tracey, have two children, Sam and Jimmy. They attended Wilmington Friends School[image: External link]. Sam is a Financial Management major at Clemson University[image: External link]. Samuel has been accused of being involved in the murder of Tucker Hipps, a Clemson student who was found dead under a bridge after a fraternity run, and an indictment may be forthcoming.[15] Jimmy is a Computer Science[image: External link] major at Tufts University[image: External link].[16]
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Tom Carper






For the American poet, see Thomas Carper (poet)[image: External link].



	Tom Carper



	



	Ranking Member of the Senate Environment Committee[image: External link]




	
Incumbent[image: External link]





	
Assumed office

January 3, 2017



	Preceded by
	Barbara Boxer



	Chairman of the Senate Homeland Security Committee[image: External link]




	
In office

January 3, 2013 – January 3, 2015



	Preceded by
	Joe Lieberman



	Succeeded by
	Ron Johnson[image: External link]



	
United States Senator

from Delaware[image: External link]




	
Incumbent[image: External link]





	
Assumed office

January 3, 2001

Serving with Chris Coons[image: External link]




	Preceded by
	Bill Roth[image: External link]



	Chair of the National Governors Association




	
In office

August 4, 1998 – August 10, 1999



	Preceded by
	George Voinovich



	Succeeded by
	Mike Leavitt



	71st Governor of Delaware[image: External link]




	
In office

January 19, 1993 – January 3, 2001



	Lieutenant
	Ruth Ann Minner[image: External link]



	Preceded by
	Dale Wolf[image: External link]



	Succeeded by
	Ruth Ann Minner[image: External link]



	Member of the U.S. House of Representatives

from Delaware[image: External link]'s at-large[image: External link] district



	
In office

January 3, 1983 – January 3, 1993



	Preceded by
	Thomas Evans[image: External link]



	Succeeded by
	Michael Castle[image: External link]



	Treasurer of Delaware



	
In office

January 18, 1977 – January 3, 1983



	Governor
	Pete du Pont[image: External link]



	Preceded by
	Mary Jornlin



	Succeeded by
	Janet Rzewnicki



	Personal details



	Born
	
Thomas Richard Carper

January 23, 1947 (age 70)

Beckley[image: External link], West Virginia[image: External link], U.S.[image: External link]




	Political party
	Democratic[image: External link]



	Spouse(s)
	Diane Isaacs (1978–1983)

Martha Stacy (1985–present)




	Education
	
Ohio State University[image: External link] ( BA[image: External link])

University of Delaware, Newark[image: External link] ( MBA[image: External link])




	Website
	Senate website[image: External link]



	Military service



	Allegiance
	
 United States[image: External link]




	Service/branch
	
 United States Navy[image: External link]




	Years of service
	1968–1991



	Rank



	Unit
	
Naval Flight Officer[image: External link]

Navy Reserve




	Battles/wars
	Vietnam War




Thomas Richard Carper (born January 23, 1947) is the senior[image: External link] United States Senator[image: External link] from Delaware[image: External link], serving since 2001. A member of the Democratic Party[image: External link], Carper served in the United States House of Representatives from 1983 to 1993 and was the 71st Governor of Delaware[image: External link] from 1993 to 2001.

A native of Danville, Virginia[image: External link], Carper graduated from Ohio State University[image: External link]. Serving as a Naval Flight Officer[image: External link] in the U.S. Navy[image: External link] from 1968 until 1973, he flew the P-3 Orion[image: External link] as a Tactical Coordinator/Mission Commander[1] and saw active duty in the Vietnam War. After leaving the active duty Navy, he remained in the U.S. Naval Reserve[image: External link] for another 18 years and eventually retired with the rank of Captain[image: External link] (O-6). Upon receiving his MBA[image: External link] from the University of Delaware[image: External link] in 1975, Carper went to work for the State of Delaware in its economic development office. He was elected State Treasurer, serving from 1977 to 1983 and leading the development of Delaware's first cash management system.

Encouraged by local politicians, Carper successfully ran for Delaware's only seat in the U.S. House of Representatives in 1982. He served five terms in the House, where he chaired the Subcommittee on Economic Stabilization. In 1992 he arranged a swap with term-limited Governor Michael Castle[image: External link], and the two were easily elected to each other's seats. Carper governed for two terms as a moderate, business-oriented New Democrat[image: External link], following the lead of the two previous Republican governors. He successfully prevented the closing of a General Motors[image: External link] automobile plant and won a bid for the headquarters of pharmaceutical giant AstraZeneca[image: External link]. He led a tax-reduction campaign and helped improve the state's credit rating from among the worst in the nation to an excellent AAA. He pushed for standards-based education, among other reforms.

Carper was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2000[image: External link], beating Republican incumbent William V. Roth, Jr.[image: External link]. He was re-elected by landslides in 2006[image: External link] and 2012[image: External link]. As senator, he serves as one of four Deputy Democratic Whips, serves as the ranking member of the Senate Homeland Security Committee[image: External link] and also serves on the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works[image: External link] and the Senate Committee on Finance[image: External link]. Carper is currently the dean of the Delaware congressional delegation.



TOP
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 Early years and personal life




Carper was born in Beckley[image: External link], West Virginia, the son of Mary Jean (née Patton) and Wallace Richard Carper. He grew up in Danville[image: External link], Virginia and graduated from Whetstone High School[image: External link] in Columbus[image: External link], Ohio[image: External link]. He then graduated from the Ohio State University[image: External link] in 1968, where he was a midshipman in the Naval ROTC[image: External link] and earned a degree in economics. At Ohio State, Carper became a member of the Beta Phi Chapter of the Delta Tau Delta[image: External link] Fraternity.

Serving as a Naval Flight Officer[image: External link] in the U.S. Navy[image: External link] from 1968 until 1973, he served three tours of duty in Southeast Asia[image: External link] during the Vietnam War. He remained in the U.S. Naval Reserve[image: External link] as a P-3 aircraft[image: External link] mission commander for another 18 years and retired with the rank of Captain (O-6).[2] Meanwhile, he moved to Delaware and earned a MBA[image: External link] from the University of Delaware[image: External link] in 1975. After which he went to work for the economic development office for the State of Delaware[image: External link]. Carper has been married twice, first in 1978, to Diane Beverly Isaacs, a former Miss Delaware, who had two children by a previous marriage. Following a 1983 divorce, he married Martha Ann Stacy in 1985, and with her he had two children, Christopher and Benjamin. The family are members of Westminster Presbyterian Church in Wilmington, Delaware.
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 Professional and early political career




While in college at the Ohio State University, Carper worked on the presidential campaign of U.S. Senator Eugene McCarthy, the Minnesota peace candidate. In Delaware he worked as the campaign treasurer for University of Delaware professor James R. Soles in his unsuccessful 1974 bid for the U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link].

After receiving his MBA degree in 1975, Carper went to work for the State of Delaware's economic development office. In 1976, after developing good relationships with members of the state party leadership, he took out a $5,000 personal loan to fund his campaign for the Treasurer of Delaware. After convincing the party leaders, and later the voters, that he was the right person to be Delaware State Treasurer, he defeated the favored Republican Party candidate, Theodore Jones. He served three terms, from January 18, 1977 through January 3, 1983, during which time he oversaw the development of Delaware's first cash management system.
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 U.S. House of Representatives




It took a considerable amount of persuasion on the part of U.S. Senator Joe Biden and others to convince Carper to leave his obscure, but safe, position as Treasurer and compete for Delaware's only seat in the U.S. House of Representatives in 1982. Thomas B. Evans, Jr.[image: External link], the incumbent Republican, was running again, and although he had been caught in a compromising "association" on a golfing trip with the young lobbyist Paula Parkinson, he was still a formidable and well-connected politician.

The campaign was going well for Carper until three weeks before Election Day, when the New York Post[image: External link] published an article claiming that the "dirtiest campaign in the country is being waged in tiny Delaware." Retelling the well-known story of Evans' golfing trip, it went on to accuse Carper of abusing his wife and stepchildren. But the story actually ended up working to Carper's political advantage when suspicions spread that the allegations had been planted by an Evans supporter and when public opinion seemed to conclude that the allegations were inappropriately exploiting a private issue.[3]

Carper went on to serve five terms in the U.S. House of Representatives. He won his second term in 1984, by defeating Elise R.W. du Pont, the wife of former Governor Pierre S. du Pont, IV[image: External link]. He then enjoyed easy victories over Republicans Thomas S. Neuberger in 1986, James P. Krapf in 1988 and Ralph O. Williams in 1990. A U.S. Representative, he was a member of the U.S. House Committee on Banking, Finance and Urban Affairs[image: External link] and the U.S House Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries[image: External link]. He chaired the House Subcommittee on Economic Stabilization. In these positions he worked to allow banks into the securities business and to discourage the dumping of sludge into the ocean.

During his years in the U.S. House of Representatives Carper sought to gain better control of the Democratic Party organization in Delaware in hopes of someday becoming Governor. Heavily Democratic and with over half of the population of the state, New Castle County[image: External link] was the key. Its Democratic organization was controlled by Eugene T. Reed, a former ironworker, and an old-time political party boss who was then among several politicians in both parties implicated in illegal money raising practices. To address this corruption and rescue the reputation of the Democratic Party, Carper recruited Joseph E. Reardon, a DuPont Company[image: External link] chemist, as a candidate for New Castle County Democratic Party chairman. By early 1989, he had succeeded in getting Reardon elected, and Reardon replaced Reed at the head of a newly reformed party organization. In 1990 Carper faced a primary challenge from a Reed ally, Daniel D. Rappa, but crushed him convincingly and went on to win election to his fifth term as U.S. Representative.
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 Governor of Delaware




In the small and intimate political community of Delaware important decisions are often made by a consensus of leaders from both parties. So it was in 1992, when popular incumbent (Republican) Governor Michael Castle[image: External link] was forced to retire owing to term limits[image: External link]. The result was what became known as "the Swap." Castle ran for Carper's seat in the U.S. House of Representatives and Carper ran for Governor. Neither faced any significant opposition and Delaware retained the services of two very popular office holders representing both major parties.

Thus, in 1992, Carper was elected Governor of Delaware, defeating the Republican candidate, B. Gary Scott. He ended up serving two terms. As a moderate, business-oriented Democrat who followed two very competent and popular Republican administrations, those of Pierre S. du Pont, IV and Castle, Carper chose to govern in much the same way they had over their combined 16 years in office, adding to the mix his special interest in and talent for economic development and business recruitment. Two particular successes were his prevention of the closure of the General Motors[image: External link] automobile operation near Newport, Delaware[image: External link] and the state's victory in the competition with Pennsylvania for the location of the headquarters of the pharmaceutical giant, AstraZeneca[image: External link].

Continuing du Pont's tax cutting policies, Carper led an ongoing effort to reduce income tax[image: External link] rates, eliminate the marriage penalty[image: External link] and estate tax[image: External link], cut the public utility tax, and eliminate the gross receipts tax[image: External link] for many small businesses. By doing so, his administration improved the state's credit rating from among the worst in the nation to an excellent "AAA". He also retained Castle's standards-based education programs, raising standards, testing students, and pushing through a teacher accountability bill. Other programs included a fully funded Head Start[image: External link] program and the creation of a prescription-drug benefit for seniors.

Carper's independent, New Democrat[image: External link] approach made him popular among voters, but caused grumbling among old line Democrats, particularly union leaders, who complained that not enough of them were being awarded patronage jobs after the many years of Republican control.[4] In an era of increasingly bitter, partisan politics, Carper's actions and policies placed him at the political center, in keeping with Delaware's consensus style of governing.

The most poignant event during this period was the murder of Carper's personal scheduler, Anne Marie Fahey, and the eventual conviction of Thomas J. Capano[image: External link] for the crime. Capano was a wealthy, well-connected lawyer, known to nearly everyone in Delaware's political community. Fahey, an attractive 30-year-old member of another well-known family, was attempting to end a romantic relationship with the married Capano, when he murdered her and dumped her body in the Atlantic Ocean. U.S. Attorney Colm F. Connolly[image: External link] built the case against Capano, who was tried and convicted, then sentenced by Delaware Superior Court Judge William Swain Lee[image: External link].

As a tribute to Fahey, who had been a youth mentor[image: External link], then-Governor Carper also became a mentor, and began actively promoting mentoring programs throughout Delaware's business community. As a result, by the end of his last term, Delaware held the highest per-capita ratio of youth mentors in the country. Carper also established the Delaware Mentoring Council to help sustain this important legacy.






	Delaware General Assembly

(sessions while Governor)



	Year
	Assembly
	
	Senate Majority
	President

pro tempore
	
	House Majority
	Speaker



	1993–1994
	137th[image: External link]
	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Richard S. Cordrey
	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Terry R. Spence[image: External link]



	1995–1996
	138th[image: External link]
	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Richard S. Cordrey
	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Terry R. Spence[image: External link]



	1997–1998
	139th[image: External link]
	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Thomas B. Sharp
	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Terry R. Spence[image: External link]



	1999–2000
	140th[image: External link]
	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Thomas B. Sharp
	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Terry R. Spence[image: External link]
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 United States Senate
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 Elections
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 2000




See also: United States Senate election in Delaware, 2000[image: External link]


The elections of 2000 promised to bring a change in Delaware's political lineup. For 16 years, the same four people had held the four major statewide positions—Carper and fellow Democratic Senator Joe Biden and Republican U.S. Representative Michael Castle[image: External link] and Senator William V. Roth, Jr.[image: External link]. Because of gubernatorial term limits, Carper had to retire from the post. He wanted to run for the Senate against the incumbent Roth. Roth would not retire voluntarily and fellow Republican Castle would not force him into a primary. Carper declared his candidacy in September 1999[5] and in a contest between two popular and respected politicians, the issue seemed to be Roth's age; Roth was seventy-nine, versus Carper's relative youth. Although Roth started the campaign with a 2-to-1 spending advantage, Carper went into the final month with more than $1 million on hand.[6] Carper defeated Roth by twelve points, 56% to 44%. Roth received more votes than Presidential candidate George W. Bush, however, suggesting that the strength of the Democratic turnout was a boon to Carper's candidacy and a key factor in his victory. Many consider Roth's defeat due to his age and health, as he collapsed twice during the campaign, once in the middle of a television interview and once during a campaign event.[7][8][9][10]
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 2006




See also: United States Senate election in Delaware, 2006[image: External link]


Carper sought re-election to a second term in 2006. He was unopposed in the Democratic primary and faced off against Republican candidate Jan C. Ting[image: External link]. Ting was a professor of law who had narrowly beaten airline pilot Michael D. Protack in the Republican primary. Carper was easily re-elected in a landslide win, beating Ting 67% to 27%.
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 2012




See also: United States Senate election in Delaware, 2012[image: External link]


As the 2012 election cycle began, a Super PAC[image: External link] was created to oppose Carper's re-election campaign. The Hill quoted Patrick Davis[image: External link], the custodian of records and agent for Renew Delaware as saying "Tom Carper has served in the United States Senate for a long time and has been part of the downturn in our economy." Delaware Politics noted that the election would be costly for the Republican candidate and that the popular Carper was heavily favoured to win a third term in office.[11] Spokesperson Emily Spain was quoted in The Hill saying Carper has been successful in his previous campaigns "because he works hard, takes nothing for granted, and puts the needs and interests of Delaware first."[12] Carper won the Democratic primary with 88% of the vote and faced off against the only Republican candidate who filed for the race, businessman Kevin Wade[image: External link]. Carper was re-elected in another landslide, beating Wade 66% to 29%.
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 Tenure and political positions




He served with the Democratic minority in the 108th and 109th Congresses, and was part of the Democratic majority in the 110th Congress. At the beginning of the 107th Congress, the Democratic Party was in the minority, but later held the majority. Carper is a member of the moderate Democratic Leadership Council (DLC), of which he currently serves as Vice-Chairman. In December 2004, Carper became a part of the Senate Democratic Leadership. As a member of a four-person "Executive Committee", he is one of four deputy whips. David Broder[image: External link] of the Washington Post has called Carper "a notably effective and non-partisan leader, admired and trusted on both sides of the aisle."[citation needed[image: External link]]

Carper voted for the Budget Control Act, against cut, cap and balance, for debt increase, for debt ceiling increase, for debt limit increase, for the stimulus, for TARP, for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, for SCHIP, for DREAM, and for Immigration Reform Act of 2006.[13] He joined in the unsuccessful attempt to tie the Bush administration tax cuts[image: External link] to deficit reduction[image: External link] and has supported additional funding for school choice[image: External link] programs and charter schools[image: External link]. He has also sought additional funding for railroad projects and for rail security. He strongly supported legislation to limit class action lawsuits[image: External link] and to restrict personal bankruptcy[image: External link]. In addition, he is a strong proponent of free trade[image: External link]. Carper proposed the creation of a National Park[image: External link] in Delaware, the Coastal Heritage Park, in four locations along the Delaware River[image: External link] and Delaware Bay[image: External link]. In January 2009 Carper briefly chaired a Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works hearing on the Tennessee Valley Authority's coal ash spill[image: External link] in Kingston, Tennessee.

In 2012, Carper sponsored a bill, eventually passed and signed into law, that required government agencies to identify $125 billion in expected waste and fraud.[14]

Coburn and Pilon criticized him for waiting until the end of the Congressional session to hold a hearing on the statehood of Washington D.C.

Unlike most senators, who maintain residences in both Washington, D.C., and in their home state, Carper commutes more than 100 miles by train from his home in Wilmington to the United States Capitol. Carper says this arrangement has helped his family live a normal life despite his demanding, high-profile job.[15] On May 12, 2015, he narrowly escaped injury when the train he took home derailed and crashed[image: External link] in Philadelphia shortly after he deboarded.[16]

Carper supports the EPA and Clean Air Act and blames states to the west of Delaware for its air pollution, calling the First State[image: External link][disambiguation needed[image: External link]] and neighbors America's tailpipe.[17]


	Protecting Cyberspace as a National Asset Act



Carper co-wrote the "Protecting Cyberspace as a National Asset Act of 2010"[18] introduced on June 19, 2010, by Senator Joe Lieberman (Senator Susan Collins[image: External link] is the third co-author of this bill). If signed into law, this controversial bill, which the American media dubbed the "Kill switch bill[image: External link]", would grant the President emergency powers over the Internet. All three co-authors of the bill, however, issued a statement claiming that instead, the bill "[narrowed] existing broad Presidential authority to take over telecommunications networks".[19] Carper was quoted as saying that the bill “would create a National Center for Cybersecurity and Communications in the Department of Homeland Security, with a Senate-confirmed director to oversee security of the federal government’s computer networks. The center would also identify vulnerabilities and help secure key private networks – like utilities and communications systems – that, if attacked or commandeered by a foreign power or cyberterrorists, could result in the crippling of our economy.”[20]


	Credit-card amendment



In May 2010, Carper introduced an amendment to limit state regulators from enforcing consumer regulations on national banks and their subsidiaries. It would also remove a Senate legislative measure requiring the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency[image: External link] to find a 'substantive standard' on regulation, before the office could move to preempt. The White House opposed Carper's amendment. The amendment passed by a vote of 80–18; some critics[ who?[image: External link]] described the vote as a victory for the credit card industry and other financial institutions. Financial institutions stated the law allow will save the consumer from the costs of more regulations.[21]


	Gas tax



Carper and George Voinovich of Ohio proposed a 25-cent raise in the federal gasoline tax; 10 cents would go to pay down the debt and the rest toward improving the nation's infrastructure. The measure was proposed in November 2010.[22] The measure did not pass.


	Postal bailout bill



On May 14, 2011, the Wall Street Journal criticized a postal-bailout bill co-sponsored by Carper and Susan Collins of Maine. The bill would give $50–$75 billion to USPS, and would underwrite pension obligations for retired postal workers. The bailout would cost three times the savings of the 2011 federal budget.[23]


	Jobs bill



On September 21, 2011, The Wall Street Journal noted that President Obama's job-creation plans were drawing resistance from Senate Democrats. The article quoted Carper as saying, “I think the best jobs bill that can be passed is a comprehensive long-term deficit-reduction plan. That's better than everything else the president is talking about combined.”[24]


	Minimum wage



In April 2014, the United States Senate debated the Minimum Wage Fairness Act (S. 1737; 113th Congress)[image: External link]. The bill would amend the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938[image: External link] (FLSA) to increase the federal minimum wage for employees to $10.10 per hour over the course of a two-year period.[25] The bill was strongly supported by President Barack Obama and many of the Democratic Senators, but strongly opposed by Republicans in the Senate and House.[26][27][28] Carper said that he preferred legislation that would have a greater chance of becoming law, such as an increase to only $9 an hour.[27]
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 Committee assignments





	
Committee on Environment and Public Works[image: External link] (Ranking Member)[29]

	
Subcommittee on Clean Air and Nuclear Safety[image: External link] (Ex Officio)

	
Subcommittee on Fisheries, Water and Wildlife[image: External link] (Ex Officio)

	
Subcommittee on Superfund, Waste Management, and Regulatory Oversight[image: External link] (Ex Officio)

	
Subcommittee on Transportation and Infrastructure[image: External link] (Ex Officio)





	
Committee on Finance[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Energy, Natural Resources, and Infrastructure[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Health Care[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Taxation and IRS Oversight[image: External link]





	
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs[image: External link]

	
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations[image: External link] (Ranking Member)

	Subcommittee on Regulatory Affairs and Federal Management[image: External link]
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 Caucus membership




Senate Oceans Caucus[image: External link]
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 Almanac




Elections are held the first Tuesday after November 1. The Governor and State Treasurer take office the third Tuesday of January. The Governor has a four-year term and the State Treasurer had a two-year term at this time. U.S. Representatives take office January 3 and have a two-year term. U.S. Senators also take office January 3, but have a six-year term.



	Public Offices



	Office
	Type
	Location
	Began office
	Ended office
	notes



	State Treasurer[image: External link]
	Executive[image: External link]
	Dover[image: External link]
	January 18, 1977
	January 16, 1979
	



	State Treasurer[image: External link]
	Executive[image: External link]
	Dover[image: External link]
	January 16, 1979
	January 20, 1981
	



	State Treasurer[image: External link]
	Executive[image: External link]
	Dover[image: External link]
	January 20, 1981
	January 3, 1983
	resigned



	U.S. Representative
	Legislature[image: External link]
	Washington[image: External link]
	January 3, 1983
	January 3, 1985
	



	U.S. Representative
	Legislature[image: External link]
	Washington[image: External link]
	January 3, 1985
	January 3, 1987
	



	U.S. Representative
	Legislature[image: External link]
	Washington[image: External link]
	January 3, 1987
	January 3, 1989
	



	U.S. Representative
	Legislature[image: External link]
	Washington[image: External link]
	January 3, 1989
	January 3, 1991
	



	U.S. Representative
	Legislature[image: External link]
	Washington[image: External link]
	January 3, 1991
	January 3, 1993
	



	Governor[image: External link]
	Executive[image: External link]
	Dover[image: External link]
	January 19, 1993
	January 21, 1997
	



	Governor[image: External link]
	Executive[image: External link]
	Dover[image: External link]
	January 21, 1997
	January 3, 2001
	resigned



	U.S. Senator[image: External link]
	Legislative[image: External link]
	Washington[image: External link]
	January 3, 2001
	January 3, 2007
	



	U.S. Senator[image: External link]
	Legislative[image: External link]
	Washington[image: External link]
	January 3, 2007
	January 3, 2013
	






	United States Congressional service



	Dates
	Congress
	Chamber
	Majority
	President
	Committees
	Class/District



	1983–1984
	98th[image: External link]
	U.S. House
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Ronald W. Reagan[image: External link]
	Financial Services[image: External link], Fisheries[image: External link]
	at-large[image: External link]



	1985–1986
	99th[image: External link]
	U.S. House
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Ronald W. Reagan[image: External link]
	Financial Services[image: External link], Fisheries[image: External link]
	at-large[image: External link]



	1987–1988
	100th[image: External link]
	U.S. House
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Ronald W. Reagan[image: External link]
	Financial Services[image: External link], Fisheries[image: External link]
	at-large[image: External link]



	1989–1990
	101st[image: External link]
	U.S. House
	Democratic[image: External link]
	George H. W. Bush
	Financial Services[image: External link], Fisheries[image: External link]
	at-large[image: External link]



	1991–1992
	102nd[image: External link]
	U.S. House
	Democratic[image: External link]
	George H. W. Bush
	Financial Services[image: External link], Fisheries[image: External link]
	at-large[image: External link]



	2001–2002
	107th[image: External link]
	U.S. Senate
	Democratic[image: External link]
	George W. Bush
	Banking[image: External link], Environment[image: External link], Homeland Security[image: External link], Aging[image: External link]
	class 1[image: External link]



	2003–2004
	108th[image: External link]
	U.S. Senate
	Republican[image: External link]
	George W. Bush
	Banking[image: External link], Environment[image: External link], Homeland Security[image: External link], Aging[image: External link]
	class 1[image: External link]



	2005–2006
	109th[image: External link]
	U.S. Senate
	Republican[image: External link]
	George W. Bush
	Banking[image: External link], Environment[image: External link], Homeland Security[image: External link], Aging[image: External link]
	class 1[image: External link]



	2007–2009
	110th[image: External link]
	U.S. Senate
	Democratic[image: External link]
	George W. Bush
	Banking[image: External link], Commerce[image: External link], Environment[image: External link], Homeland Security[image: External link], Aging[image: External link]
	class 1[image: External link]



	2009–2011
	111th[image: External link]
	U.S. Senate
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Barack Obama
	Environment[image: External link], Finance[image: External link], Homeland Security[image: External link]
	class 1[image: External link]






	Election results



	Year
	Office
	Election
	
	Subject
	Party
	Votes
	%
	
	Opponent
	Party
	Votes
	%



	1976
	State Treasurer[image: External link]
	General[image: External link]
	
	Thomas R. Carper
	Democratic[image: External link]
	118,159
	56%
	
	T. Theodore Jones
	Republican[image: External link]
	92,472
	43%



	1978
	State Treasurer[image: External link]
	General[image: External link]
	
	Thomas R. Carper
	Democratic[image: External link]
	91,809
	59%
	
	Rita Justice
	Republican[image: External link]
	63,011
	40%



	1980
	State Treasurer[image: External link]
	General[image: External link]
	
	Thomas R. Carper
	Democratic[image: External link]
	125,204
	59%
	
	Lynn Jankus
	Republican[image: External link]
	83,446
	40%



	1982[image: External link]
	U.S. Representative
	General[image: External link]
	
	Thomas R. Carper
	Democratic[image: External link]
	98,533
	52%
	
	Thomas B. Evans, Jr.[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]
	87,153
	46%



	1984[image: External link]
	U.S. Representative
	General[image: External link]
	
	Thomas R. Carper
	Democratic[image: External link]
	142,070
	58%
	
	Elise R.W. du Pont
	Republican[image: External link]
	100,650
	41%



	1986[image: External link]
	U.S. Representative
	General[image: External link]
	
	Thomas R. Carper
	Democratic[image: External link]
	106,351
	66%
	
	Thomas S. Neuberger
	Republican[image: External link]
	53,767
	33%



	1988[image: External link]
	U.S. Representative
	General[image: External link]
	
	Thomas R. Carper
	Democratic[image: External link]
	158,338
	68%
	
	James P. Krapf
	Republican[image: External link]
	76,179
	32%



	1990[image: External link]
	U.S. Representative
	Primary[image: External link]
	
	Thomas R. Carper
	Democratic[image: External link]
	24,557
	90%
	
	Daniel D. Rappa
	Democratic[image: External link]
	2,676
	10%



	1990[image: External link]
	U.S. Representative
	General[image: External link]
	
	Thomas R. Carper
	Democratic[image: External link]
	116,274
	66%
	
	Ralph O. Williams
	Republican[image: External link]
	58,037
	33%



	1992
	Governor[image: External link]
	Primary[image: External link]
	
	Thomas R. Carper
	Democratic[image: External link]
	36,600
	89%
	
	Daniel D. Rappa
	Democratic[image: External link]
	4,434
	11%



	1992[image: External link]
	Governor[image: External link]
	General[image: External link]
	
	Thomas R. Carper
	Democratic[image: External link]
	179,268
	66%
	
	B. Gary Scott
	Republican[image: External link]
	90,747
	34%



	1996[image: External link]
	Governor[image: External link]
	General[image: External link]
	
	Thomas R. Carper
	Democratic[image: External link]
	188,300
	70%
	
	Janet C. Rzewnicki
	Republican[image: External link]
	82,654
	30%



	2000[image: External link]
	U.S. Senator
	General[image: External link]
	
	Thomas R. Carper
	Democratic[image: External link]
	181,566
	56%
	
	William V. Roth, Jr.[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]
	142,891
	44%



	2006[image: External link]
	U.S. Senator
	General[image: External link]
	
	Thomas R. Carper
	Democratic[image: External link]
	170,567
	70%
	
	Jan C. Ting[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]
	69,734
	29%



	2012[image: External link]
	U.S. Senator
	General[image: External link]
	
	Thomas R. Carper
	Democratic[image: External link]
	265,374
	66%
	
	Kevin Wade[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]
	115,694
	29%
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^ Cohen, Celia. Only in Delaware, Politics and Politicians in the First State.


	
^ CNN http://articles.cnn.com/1999-09-21/politics/senate.2000_delaware.senate_1_delaware-governor-sixth-senate-term-delaware-residents?_s=PM:ALLPOLITICS[image: External link].


	
^ Wilkie, Curtis (26 October 2000). "In Tight Race, Health Issues Dog Delaware's Roth"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. Retrieved 9 February 2013.


	
^ http://nl.newsbank.com/nl-search/we/Archives?p_product=PI&s_site=philly&p_multi=PI&p_theme=realcities&p_action=search&p_maxdocs=200&p_topdoc=1&p_text_direct-0=0EB7368E419B47F9&p_field_direct-0=document_id&p_perpage=10&p_sort=YMD_date:D&s_trackval=GooglePM[image: External link]


	
^ http://www.sussexcountyonline.com/campaign2000/results/ussenate.html[image: External link]


	
^ http://cache.boston.com/news/politics/campaign2000/news/In_tight_race_health_issues_dog_Delaware_s_Roth+.shtml[image: External link]


	
^ . November 8, 2000 http://nl.newsbank.com/nl-search/we/Archives?p_product=PI&s_site=philly&p_multi=PI&p_theme=realcities&p_action=search&p_maxdocs=200&p_topdoc=1&p_text_direct-0=0EB7368E419B47F9&p_field_direct-0=document_id&p_perpage=10&p_sort=YMD_date:D&s_trackval=GooglePM[image: External link].


	
^ Chris Slavens (Jul 26, 2011). "Kevin Wade vs. Tom Carper?"[image: External link]. DelawarePolitics.net. Retrieved 21 April 2012.


	
^ Rachel Leven (10/14/11). "Super PAC opposing Sen. Tom Carper registers with FEC"[image: External link]. The Hill. Retrieved 21 April 2012.


	
^ "Political positions for Thomas Carper"[image: External link]. Retrieved 27 March 2012.


	
^ Almanac of American Politics[image: External link]. 2012. p. 344. Retrieved 13 August 2014.


	
^ Ann Manser. "UD Messenger Volume 10, Number 3"[image: External link].


	
^ "Amtrak train derails killing 6 people; investigation begins"[image: External link]. msn.com. Retrieved May 13, 2015.


	
^ "Senate Session Mr. Carper"[image: External link], CSPAN. February 16, 2017. Retrieved 17 feb 2017


	
^ http://hsgac.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Files.View&FileStore_id=4ee63497-ca5b-4a4b-9bba-04b7f4cb0123%7Cpdf[image: External link]


	
^ Senators Say Cybersecurity Bill Has No 'Kill Switch'[image: External link], informationweek.com, June 24, 2010. Retrieved on June 25, 2010.


	
^ SEN. JOE LIEBERMAN & SEN. SUSAN COLLINS & SEN. TOM CARPER (6/10/10). "We must 'arm' cyberspace battlefront"[image: External link]. Retrieved 2 April 2012.


	
^ Silla Brush. "White House fights back against Carper amendment to Wall Street reform bill"[image: External link]. TheHill.com. Retrieved 2 April 2012.


	
^ JOHN COLLINS RUDOLF (November 11, 2010). "On Our Radar: A Proposed Gas Tax Increase"[image: External link]. New York Times. Retrieved 11 April 2012.


	
^ Kenneth Schortgen Jr (May 16, 2011). "Congress looking at new bill to bail out postal workers"[image: External link]. Examiner.com. Retrieved 11 April 2012.


	
^ "Do-Nothing Democrats?"[image: External link]. WSJ.com. September 21, 2011. Retrieved 11 April 2012.


	
^ "S. 1737 - Summary"[image: External link]. United States Congress. Retrieved 8 April 2014.


	
^ Sink, Justin (2 April 2014). "Obama: Congress has 'clear choice' on minimum wage"[image: External link]. The Hill. Retrieved 9 April 2014.


	
^ a b Bolton, Alexander (8 April 2014). "Reid punts on minimum-wage hike"[image: External link]. The Hill. Retrieved 9 April 2014.


	
^ Bolton, Alexander (4 April 2014). "Centrist Republicans cool to minimum wage hike compromise"[image: External link]. The Hill. Retrieved 9 April 2014.


	
^ http://www.cbsnews.com/news/senate-democrats-elect-chuck-schumer-as-their-new-leader/[image: External link]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References





	Barone, Michael; Richard E. Cohen (2005). Almanac of American Politics. Washington: National Journal Group. ISBN  0-89234-112-2[image: External link].

	Hoffecker, Carol E. (2004). Democracy in Delaware. Wilmington, Delaware: Cedar Tree Books. ISBN  1-892142-23-6[image: External link].

	Boyer, William W. (2000). Governing Delaware. Newark, Delaware: University of Delaware Press. ISBN  1-892142-23-6[image: External link].

	Cohen, Celia (2002). Only in Delaware, Politics and Politicians in the First State. Newark, Delaware: Grapevine Publishing.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
Senator Tom Carper[image: External link] official U.S. Senate site

	
Tom Carper[image: External link] at DMOZ





	
Biography[image: External link] at the Biographical Directory of the United States Congress[image: External link]


	
Profile[image: External link] at Project Vote Smart[image: External link]


	
Financial information (federal office)[image: External link] at the Federal Election Commission[image: External link]


	
Legislation sponsored[image: External link] at The Library of Congress[image: External link]


	
Profile[image: External link] at Delaware’s Governors

	
Profile[image: External link] at The Political Graveyard

	
Board member profile[image: External link] at Jobs for America’s Graduates[image: External link]


	
Military profile[image: External link] at Experiencing War, Library of Congress





	United States House of Representatives



	Preceded by

Thomas Evans[image: External link]

	
Member of the U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link]
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Lawton Chiles






Lawton Mainor Chiles, Jr. (April 3, 1930 – December 12, 1998) was an American politician from the U.S. state[image: External link] of Florida[image: External link]. He served as a United States Senator from 1971 to 1989 and as Governor of Florida[image: External link] from 1991 to 1998.

A Korean War[image: External link] veteran, Chiles later returned to Florida for law school and eventually opened his own private practice in 1955. Three years later, Chiles entered politics with a successful bid for the Florida House of Representatives[image: External link] in 1958, as a member of Democratic Party[image: External link].

By 1966, Chiles left the Florida House to run for the Florida Senate[image: External link]. Despite 12 years in the Florida Legislature[image: External link], Chiles was relatively unknown when he decided to bid for United States Senate in 1970[image: External link]. He embarked on a 1,003-mile walk from Pensacola[image: External link] to Key West[image: External link] for his campaign, earning him the nickname "Walkin' Lawton". It was successful and Chiles defeated his opponent William C. Cramer[image: External link] by a 53.9%-46.1% margin. Chiles retired from the United States Senate and from politics entirely in 1989.

However, supporters convinced him to run for Governor of Florida in 1990[image: External link] against the unpopular incumbent Bob Martinez[image: External link], and Chiles defeated Martinez by a 13-point margin (56.5% to 43.5%). During his first term as Governor of Florida, Lawton Chiles brought reform to health care in the state and oversaw recovery efforts from Hurricane Andrew[image: External link] in 1992. Chiles faced a tough re-election bid in 1994[image: External link] against Jeb Bush[image: External link], who was a businessman and son of former President of the United States George H. W. Bush. Chiles prevailed over Bush by fewer than 64,000 votes. In his second term, Chiles was known for his reforms to education in Florida. On December 12, 1998, he suffered a heart attack[image: External link] and died at the Florida Governor's Mansion[image: External link], leaving Lieutenant Governor[image: External link] Buddy MacKay[image: External link] to serve the remaining 23 days of Chiles' unexpired term.



TOP
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 Early life




Chiles was born in Polk County[image: External link], Florida near Lakeland[image: External link], the son of Margaret Kate (née Patterson) and Lawton Mainor Chiles. He attended public school at Lakeland High School, then the University of Florida[image: External link] at Gainesville[image: External link]. At the University of Florida, he was active in student politics. Chiles was a member of Phi Delta Phi International Legal Honor Society Cockrell Inn and was inducted into both the university Hall of Fame (the most prestigious honor a student can receive at UF) and Florida Blue Key[image: External link].

He was a member of the Alpha Tau Omega[image: External link] fraternity. He graduated in 1952. Following his college years, Chiles entered the Korean War[image: External link], commissioned as an artillery officer in the United States Army[image: External link]. After the war, Chiles returned to the University of Florida for law school[image: External link], from which he graduated in 1955; he passed the state bar exam that year and went into private practice in Lakeland. He married Rhea Grafton[image: External link].
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 Early career




In 1958, Chiles, a Democrat, was elected to the Florida House of Representatives[image: External link].[1] It was essentially still a one-party state, as most African Americans were disfranchised[image: External link] by a constitution and laws passed since the turn of the century.[2] Chiles served in the House until 1966, when he was elected to a seat in the state senate[image: External link], which he held until 1970.[3] While in the State Senate, Chiles served on the 1968 Florida Law Revision Commission. During his time in the state legislature, Chiles continued to work as a lawyer and developer in Lakeland. He was one of the initial investors in the Red Lobster[image: External link] restaurant chain.[4] He was a member of the Florida Society of the Sons of the American Revolution[image: External link].[5]
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 The 1,003-mile walk




In 1970, Chiles decided to run for a seat in the United States Senate. At the time, despite his 12 years in the state legislature, he was largely unknown outside his Lakeland-based district. To generate some media coverage and meet people across the state, Chiles embarked upon a 1,003-mile, 91-day walk across Florida from Pensacola[image: External link] to Key West[image: External link]. The walk earned him the recognition he sought, as well as the nickname that would follow him throughout his political career– "Walkin' Lawton". In his journal Chiles wrote that sometimes he walked alone, while other times he met ordinary Floridians along the way. In later years, Chiles would recall the walk allowed him to see Florida's natural beauty, as well as the state's problems, with fresh eyes. Some Florida reporters said that Chiles enjoyed campaigning much more than governing.[6]
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 Chiles v. Cramer




In the general election campaign, Chiles faced U.S. Representative[image: External link] William C. Cramer[image: External link] of St. Petersburg[image: External link], the first Republican[image: External link] to have served in Congress from Florida since Reconstruction[image: External link]. Cramer, a graduate of Harvard Law School[image: External link], questioned Chiles's votes as a state senator on several matters regarding insurance. One law increased automobile liability rates by 50 percent over two years, and another raised premiums for school bus insurance, at a time that Chiles's insurance agency in Lakeland held the policy on the Polk County[image: External link] School Board, but such "conflict-of-interest" accusations seemed to have little political effect.[7]

The self-made Cramer depicted Chiles as coming from a "silver spoon" background with a then net worth of $300,000, but the media ignored questions about the candidates' personal wealth.[8] Instead, reporters focused on the walk, often termed a "public relations stroke of genius." Prior to the walk, Chiles was identified by only 5 percent of voters; afterwards, he had widespread positive recognition.[9]

The Tallahassee Democrat[image: External link] forecast correctly that Chiles's "weary feet and comfortable hiking boots" would carry the 40-year-old "slow-country country lawyer" with "boyish amiability", and "back-country common sense and methodical urbane political savvy" to victory.[10] Chiles's "Huck Finn[image: External link]" image was contrasted one night in Miami when he held a fried chicken picnic while the Republicans showcased a black-tie $1,000-a-plate dinner.[11]

Cramer could not match Chiles's public appeal. An observer described Cramer's "charisma" as "a speech in the Congressional Record[image: External link]." A Cramer aide said it was difficult "selling experience. It's not a sexy thing."[12] A Chiles advertisement urged that voters "Vote for yourself. Chiles walked our streets and highways to hear what you have to say. That's why a vote for Chiles is like a vote for yourself."[13] With "shoe leather and a shoestring budget", Chiles presented himself as a "problem solver who doesn't automatically vote 'No' on every issue."[14]

Cramer said that he should have demanded more debates and rebuffed the walking tactic: "I never could get that turned around. He was walking, and I was running. But the press was enamored with the walk ... Every time he was asked a question about where he stood, he would quote somebody that he met on the campaign trail to state what he was to do when he got to the Senate consistent with what that constituent had said. The basic approach gave him more credibility to his walk, which had nothing to do with his qualifications for the Senate but gave him free publicity and appealed to the 'little man.'"[15]

With ecology[image: External link] a national concern by 1970, Chiles announced his opposition to the Cross Florida Barge Canal[image: External link], which had originally been supported by every member of the Florida congressional delegation. The project, one-third completed, was cancelled early in 1971 and is now a protected green belt[image: External link] corridor. Chiles endorsed federal funding to remove waste from the bass[image: External link]-teeming Lake Apopka[image: External link] in central Florida. By contrast, Cramer received little credit from environmentalists although he had drafted the Water Pollution Control Act of 1956 and had sponsored legislation to protect alligators[image: External link], stop beach erosion, dredge harbors, and remove oil spills. Instead, Cramer's critics accused him of having weakened anti-pollution laws. Cramer questioned Chiles's opposition to a proposed severance tax[image: External link] on phosphate[image: External link] mining, which particularly impacted Tampa Bay[image: External link]. Cramer declared that "Liberal Lawton has protected the phosphate industry -- the state's single largest polluter."[16]

By 1974, a survey showed Floridians favored limits on development, and 60 percent urged more government funding for conservation[image: External link].[17]

Only three newspapers—in Orlando, Fort Myers, and Pasco County—supported Cramer in the race against Chiles.[18] In the face of media opposition, Cramer failed to pin the " liberal[image: External link]" label on Chiles, who called himself by the rare hybrid term "progressive conservative."[19] Explaining Cramer's inability to make "liberalism" an issue in 1970, The New York Times observed that Chiles and his successful gubernatorial running mate, Reubin Askew of Pensacola "convey amiable good ol' boy qualities with moderate-to-liberal aspirations that do not strike fear into the hearts of conservatives."[20]

Chiles relied heavily on his support from the retiring Senator Spessard Holland. He noted that Cramer had expected to face former Governor Farris Bryant[image: External link], who like LeRoy Collins in 1968, Gurney's foe, had ties to the administration of U.S. President[image: External link] Lyndon B. Johnson. Bryant lost the senatorial primary to Chiles. "I'm not anything Cramer thought he would be running against. So he's reduced to telling lies about me," Chiles quipped.[21] Chiles said that Cramer can bring Nixon, Agnew[image: External link], Reagan[image: External link], and anybody else he wants. ... I'll take Holland on my side against all of them."[22]

Cramer said a Republican-majority Senate would lead to the removal of controversial Senator J. William Fulbright of Arkansas, the chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee[image: External link] who had long opposed the Vietnam War. Chiles, however, retorted that if Republicans controlled the Senate other southern Democrats would also forfeit committee chairmanships earned through their seniority.[23]
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 The Senate




Chiles was twice re-elected to the U.S. Senate -- 1976 and 1982, both heavily Democratic years. Chiles, never flashy, was considered a moderate lawmaker who rarely made waves. He served as the chairman of the Special Committee on Aging[image: External link] of the 96th Congress (1979–81), and in the 100th Congress (1987–89) served as chairman of the influential Senate Budget Committee[image: External link]. While heading the Budget Committee, he played a key role in the 1987 revision of the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings[image: External link] Act.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 1985, Chiles underwent quadruple-bypass heart surgery[image: External link]. After his recovery, he became increasingly frustrated with the slow pace of work in the Senate, complaining that it was too difficult to get anything done. He hence announced in December 1987 that he would not seek re-election the next year.[24] Chiles was succeeded by Republican[image: External link] Connie Mack[image: External link].
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 Governor of Florida




After the surgery, Chiles developed clinical depression,[25] and was treated with Prozac[image: External link]. He retired from the Senate in 1989 and intended to retire from politics entirely. However, several supporters convinced him to enter the 1990 Florida Governor's race against Republican[image: External link] incumbent Bob Martinez[image: External link]. During the Democratic Party primary, his opponent Bill Nelson[image: External link] attempted to make an issue of Chiles' age and health, a strategy that backfired badly in a state with a large retiree population.

Chiles ran a campaign to "reinvent" the state's government, and defeated Martinez to take office in 1991. During his first term as governor, Chiles managed to accomplish very little. Although he developed ambitious health-care and tax reform packages, neither passed in the hostile state legislature. The early years of his term were troubled by a national economic recession that severely damaged Florida's tourism-based economy, and by Hurricane Andrew[image: External link], which struck near Homestead[image: External link] in August, 1992.

Chiles ran for re-election in 1994 against Jeb Bush[image: External link]. He defeated Bush by a narrow 64,000 vote margin with 50.75% of the popular vote. As of 2017, his victory remains the last by a Democratic candidate in a Florida gubernatorial election. Republican candidate Bush ran a television advertisement which featured the mother of a teenage girl who had been abducted and murdered many years before. The mother stated that "Her killer is still on death row, and we're still waiting for justice. We won't get it from Lawton Chiles because he's too liberal on crime", referring to Chiles not signing the convicted killer's death warrant. Chiles, then governor, responded that he did not sign a death warrant because the case was still on appeal. The Democratic governor further claimed a record of support for the death penalty, having presided over 18 executions during his two terms (among them the first Floridian woman executed since 1848). Moreover, after the botched electrocution of Pedro Medina[image: External link] in 1997, and despite significant public criticism, Chiles refused to endorse the use of lethal injection as a lawful form of execution. The new method was introduced under Bush's administration in 1999 after the execution of Allen Lee Davis[image: External link].

Chiles' second term as governor was notable as the first time in state history that a Democratic governor had a legislature controlled by the Republican Party. Despite this, he had some successes, including a successful lawsuit he and state Attorney General[image: External link] Bob Butterworth[image: External link] filed against the tobacco industry[image: External link], which resulted in an $11.3 billion settlement for the state. He also won approval for a $2.7 billion statewide school construction program. In 1995 Chiles sought treatment for a neurological problem, after he awoke with nausea, slurred speech and loss of coordination. He recovered fully.
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 Death




Ineligible to run a third time, Chiles supported the Lieutenant Governor[image: External link], his personal friend Kenneth H. "Buddy" MacKay[image: External link], in the 1998 Florida governor's race[image: External link] against Jeb Bush[image: External link]. Bush, however, scored an easy victory over MacKay. On December 12 that year, just three weeks before his long-awaited retirement was to begin, Chiles suffered a fatal heart attack while exercising on a cycling machine in the Governor's mansion gymnasium.

Funeral services were held at Faith Presbyterian Church in Tallahassee[image: External link], following a funeral procession that traced part of his walk from the 1970 Senate campaign, from the panhandle town of Century[image: External link] to Tallahassee. Chiles was initially buried in a church cemetery in Tallahassee; however, within a year his wife had the body moved to a 200-acre tract 15 miles east of Tallahassee, a place they named Jubilee.[26] He was succeeded in office by MacKay, who served until Bush's term began on January 5, 1999.
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 Legacy
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 Legislative and executive programs




Chiles was known as a health care and children's advocate throughout his career. He emphasized health coverage for the uninsured and led a campaign to create the National Commission for Prevention of Infant Mortality in the late 1980s. In 1994 he fought for the creation of regional health care alliances throughout the state, which allow small businesses to pool their health care dollars and broaden coverage while saving money. He also created the Florida Department of Elder Affairs.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 1992, Chiles created the Florida Healthy Start program to provide a comprehensive prenatal and infant care program available to all pregnant women and infants across the state; since the program's inception the state's infant mortality[image: External link] rate has dropped 18%. In 1996, Chiles appointed a Governor's Commission on Education to examine the state's school system. One of the significant recommendations that came from that commission eventually led to the highly controversial 2002 state constitutional[image: External link] amendment restricting Florida's school class sizes.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 1997, pro-life[image: External link] advocacy group[image: External link] Choose Life[image: External link] collected 10,000 signatures and filed the $30,000 fee required under Florida law at the time to submit an application for a new specialty plate. State Senator Tom Lee[image: External link] sponsored a bill in support of the tag's creation. The bill passed both houses of the Florida State Legislature[image: External link] in early 1998, but was vetoed by Chiles, who stated that license plates are not the "proper forum for debate" on political issues.[27][28]
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 Judicial appointments




Perhaps his greatest legacy was his impact on the Florida Supreme Court[image: External link], where his appointments continued to have a major impact on state and national events long after Chiles' death. Chiles appointed Justice Major B. Harding[image: External link] in 1991, Justice Charles T. Wells[image: External link] in 1994, Justice Harry Lee Anstead[image: External link] in 1994, Justice Barbara J. Pariente[image: External link] in 1997, and Justice R. Fred Lewis[image: External link] in 1998.[citation needed[image: External link]] Chiles and incoming Gov. Jeb Bush jointly appointed Justice Peggy A. Quince[image: External link] in 1998 just a few days before Chiles' death. Quince was jointly appointed because her term as Justice would begin the exact moment that Bush's first term as governor began, so there was a legal question which governor had the authority to appoint her. Bush and Chiles agreed to make a joint appointment to avoid a lawsuit over the question.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Thus, at one point, Chiles had appointed five of the seven Justices and had jointly appointed the sixth. Chiles' appointments formed the Supreme Court majorities that decided the following major cases:


	In 2006, the Court struck down a law passed by the Florida State Legislature[image: External link] that had created the United States' first statewide education voucher[image: External link] program. The majority in this case consisted of Wells, Anstead, Pariente, Lewis, and Quince. Bush appointees Raoul G. Cantero[image: External link] and Kenneth B. Bell[image: External link] dissented.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	In 2004, the court struck down another piece of legislation from the Florida legislature designed to reverse a lower court decision in the Terri Schiavo case[image: External link]. This decision was unanimous and included Bush appointees Cantero and Bell. By this time, Harding had retired.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	In the 2000 presidential election controversy[image: External link], the Florida Supreme Court ordered a statewide recount in the disputed election pitting George W. Bush against Al Gore. The United States Supreme Court[image: External link] later reversed that ruling. The Florida Supreme Court majority in this case consisted of Anstead, Pariente, Lewis, and Quince. Dissenting Justices were Wells, Harding, and Leander J. Shaw, Jr., an appointee of Gov. Bob Graham[image: External link]. Shaw retired in early 2003 and was replaced by Bell.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Relatives




Chiles' niece is former US Senator Kay Hagan[image: External link] of North Carolina[image: External link], a Democrat[image: External link] elected in 2008. Hagan is the daughter of Chiles' sister Jeannette. Chiles' son, "Bud" Chiles, ran for the position of Governor of Florida without party affiliation in a grassroots campaign. Like his father, Bud embarked on a walking tour of the state, listening and visiting with local communities in Florida.[29] On September 2, 2010, Chiles dropped out of the race citing "continuing down this road could have unintended consequences, dividing those who hold common goals..." Chiles threw his support behind Alex Sink[image: External link].[30]
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 Electoral history




Democratic primary for United States Senator from Florida, 1970


	
C. Farris Bryant[image: External link] – 240,222 (32.90%)

	Lawton Chiles – 188,300 (25.79%)

	Fred Schultz – 175,745 (24.07%)

	
Alcee Hastings[image: External link] – 91,948 (12.59%)

	Joel Daves – 33,939 (4.65%)



Democratic runoff for United States Senator from Florida, 1970


	Lawton Chiles – 474,420 (65.74%)

	
C. Farris Bryant[image: External link] – 247,211 (34.26%)



Florida United States Senate election, 1970[image: External link]


	Lawton Chiles (D) – 902,438 (53.87%)

	
William C. Cramer[image: External link] (R) – 772,817 (46.13%)



Florida United States Senate election, 1976


	Lawton Chiles (D, Inc.) – 1,799,518 (62.98%)

	John Grady (R) – 1,057,886 (37.02%)



Florida United States Senate election, 1982


	Lawton Chiles (D, Inc.) – 1,637,667 (61.72%)

	
Van B. Poole[image: External link] (R) – 1,015,330 (38.27%)



Democratic primary for Governor of Florida, 1990


	Lawton Chiles – 746,325 (69.49%)

	
Bill Nelson[image: External link] – 327,731 (30.51%)



Florida gubernatorial election, 1990[image: External link]


	Lawton Chiles/Buddy MacKay[image: External link] (D) – 1,995,206 (56.51%)

	
Bob Martinez[image: External link] (Inc.)/J. Allison DeFoor (R) – 1,535,068 (43.48%)



Democratic primary for Governor of Florida, 1994


	Lawton Chiles (Inc.) – 603,657 (72.17%)

	
Jack Gargan[image: External link] – 232,757 (27.83%)



Florida gubernatorial election, 1994[image: External link]


	Lawton Chiles/Buddy MacKay[image: External link] (D, Inc.) – 2,135,008 (50.75%)

	
Jeb Bush[image: External link]/Tom Feeney[image: External link] (R) – 2,071,068 (49.23%)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	The Florida Wildlife Corridor Expedition[image: External link]

	Lawton Chiles High School[image: External link]

	Lawton Chiles Legal Information Center[image: External link]
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For the Australian comedian, see Gerry Connolly (comedian)[image: External link].



	Gerry Connolly



	



	Member of the U.S. House of Representatives

from Virginia[image: External link]'s 11th[image: External link] district



	
Incumbent[image: External link]





	
Assumed office

January 3, 2009



	Preceded by
	Tom Davis[image: External link]



	Chair of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors[image: External link]




	
In office

December 15, 2003 – January 2, 2009



	Preceded by
	Kate Hanley[image: External link]



	Succeeded by
	Sharon Bulova[image: External link]



	Member of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors[image: External link]

from the Providence[image: External link] district



	
In office

March 28, 1995 – December 15, 2003



	Preceded by
	Kate Hanley[image: External link]



	Succeeded by
	Linda Smyth[image: External link]



	Personal details



	Born
	March 30, 1950 (age 67)

Boston[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link], U.S.[image: External link]




	Nationality
	American



	Political party
	Democratic[image: External link]



	Spouse(s)
	Cathy Connolly



	Alma mater[image: External link]
	
Maryknoll College ( BA[image: External link])

Harvard University[image: External link] ( MPA[image: External link])




	Signature



	Website
	Official website[image: External link]




Gerald Edward Connolly (born March 30, 1950) is a Democratic[image: External link] member of the United States House of Representatives from Virginia[image: External link]'s 11th congressional district[image: External link], first elected in 2008[image: External link].
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 Early life, education and career




Connolly graduated from Maryknoll College in Glen Ellyn, Illinois[image: External link],[1] with a B.A. in Literature in 1971, and completed a Master of Public Administration[image: External link] from Harvard's Kennedy School of Government[image: External link] in 1979.

Connolly worked from 1979 through 1989 with the United States Senate Committee on Foreign Relations[image: External link], where he managed committee oversight of international economic issues, international narcotics control, and United Nations and Middle East policies, and published reports on U.S. policy in El Salvador[image: External link], Central America, Israel and the Persian Gulf[image: External link] region.[2] From 1989 through 1997 he was Vice President of the Washington Office of SRI International[image: External link]. He was also Director of Community Relations for SAIC (Science Applications International Corporation)[image: External link].[3]

In local politics, Gerry served on the Fairfax Government Reorganization Commission from 1992 through 1993. In 1995 he was elected Providence District Supervisor, serving for nine years.
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 Fairfax County Board of Supervisors




Connolly's career as a public official began on March 28, 1995, when he won a special election for the Providence District seat on the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors[image: External link], defeating Republican Jeannemarie A. Devolites[image: External link].[4] A rematch against Devolites in November of that same year saw Connolly reelected to a full four-year term on the Board.[5] Connolly ran unopposed for re-election in November 1999. In 2003, he was elected Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors and was reelected in 2007.
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As Chairman of the ten-member board, Connolly balanced a $4.5 billion budget and managed a county that, based on size, would make it the nation's thirteenth largest city, twelfth largest school district, and sixth largest office market. He served as Chairman of the County's Legislative Committee and Vice-Chair of the Economic Advisory Committee. Connolly also served as Chairman of the Board of the Northern Virginia Transportation Commission[image: External link] (NVTC), Chairman of the Northern Virginia Regional Commission (NVRC), and was chairman of the Board of the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments[image: External link] (MWCOG). He also chaired the region's Emergency Preparedness Taskforce and represented Fairfax County on the Board of the Virginia Association of Counties (VaCo), where he also served as president.
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 Committee assignments





	
Committee on Foreign Affairs[image: External link] (2009–present)

	
Subcommittee on the Middle East and South Asia[image: External link] (2009–present)

	
Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific[image: External link] (2013–present)





	
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform[image: External link] (2009–present)

	
Subcommittee on Government Operations[image: External link] (Ranking member; 2013–present)

	
Subcommittee on Economic Growth, Job Creation and Regulatory Affairs[image: External link] (2013–present)








	Past committee assignments




	
Committee on the Budget[image: External link] (2009-2011)

	
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Terrorism, Nonproliferation, and Trade[image: External link] (2011-2013)

	
Oversight Subcommittee on Federal Workforce, Post Office, and the District of Columbia[image: External link] (2011-2013)

	
Oversight Subcommittee on Government Management, Organization, and Procurement[image: External link] (2011-2013)
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 Caucus Memberships





	Congressional Arts Caucus

	Congressional Cloud Computing Caucus (co-chair)

	Congressional Cement Caucus
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 Legislation sponsored





	
Federal Information Technology Acquisition Reform Act (H.R. 1232; 113th Congress)[image: External link] As the ranking member of the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, Connolly co-sponsored this bill with Darrell Issa[image: External link]. It is a proposed bill that would make changes and reforms to the current framework that manages how the federal government buys new technology.[6] One of the requirements would be that the government develop a streamlined plan for its acquisitions.[7] The bill would increase the power of existing Chief Information Officers[image: External link] (CIO) within federal agencies[image: External link] so that they could be more effective.[8] Each agency would also be reduced to having only one CIO in the agency, who is then responsible for the success and failure of all IT projects in that agency.[9] The bill would also require the federal government to make use of private sector best practices.[8] The bill is intended to reduce IT procurement related waste.[10] Explaining the bill, Connolly said that "there are more than 250 identified CIOs in the federal government, yet none possess the necessary authority to effectively manage IT investments" which has "resulted in duplicative and wasteful IT spending."[8] It passed the House in a voice vote on February 25, 2014.[7]


	
Government Reports Elimination Act of 2014 (H.R. 4194; 113th Congress)[image: External link] As the ranking member of the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, Connolly co-sponsored this bill with Darrell Issa[image: External link]. It is a proposed bill that would eliminate approximately 100 required federal agency reports that are considered redundant or wasteful.[11] Connolly argued that "in today's challenging fiscal environment, it is incumbent that we leverage every opportunity to streamline or eliminate antiquated agency reporting requirements that are duplicative, irrelevant or simply ignored."[12] The bill passed in the House in a voice vote on April 28, 2014.[13]
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 Political positions
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 Abortion




Connolly is Pro-Choice[image: External link].[14] He voted against the Stupak Amendment[image: External link] to the Affordable Care Act, which placed stringent limits on health insurance companies offering abortion services. During the budget amendments process in 2011, he voted against an amendment that would have prevented taxpayer funds from going to Planned Parenthood[image: External link].[15]
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 Civil liberties




Connolly has voted for the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012[image: External link] regarding funding the US Armed Forces[image: External link], including the paychecks delivered to soldiers but also including a controversial provision that allows the government and the military to detain anyone "who was part of or substantially supported al-Qaeda, the Taliban, or associated forces that are engaged in hostilities against the United States or its coalition partners", and anyone who commits a "belligerent act" against the United States or its coalition allies in aid of such enemy forces, under the law of war, "without trial, until the end of the hostilities authorized by the Authorization of Use of Military Force." The law would not grant new powers to the President but it does codify federal court rulings on this issue and the detainment of unlawful combatants[image: External link] until hostilities are over is in accordance to the Geneva Conventions[image: External link].[16][17]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Economics




Connolly has voted for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009[image: External link],[18] the Omnibus Appropriations Act, 2009[image: External link],[19] the supplemental appropriations bill that established Cash for Clunkers[image: External link],[19] and the Cash for Clunkers Extension.[20] Additionally, he voted for all of the 2010 governmental appropriations bills,[21][22][23][24][25][26] and he voted for the Continuing Appropriations Act for 2011.[27] However, he has voted against some large spending bills, including opposing the release of $350 billion in bank bailout funds[28] and a $154 billion spending bill[29] because of concerns these would add to the federal deficit.[30]

He was a cosponsor of pay-as-you-go ( PAYGO[image: External link]) budget legislation that was signed into law in February 2010.[31]

In May, 2011, Connolly voted to increase the debt ceiling, but the measure failed by a significant margin.[32] It was his third such vote.[33]
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 Energy




Connolly voted in favor of the American Clean Energy and Security Act[image: External link] of 2009,[34] saying it would strengthen national security while spurring innovation in the energy industry.[35] In 2010, he voted in favor of ending a moratorium on deepwater drilling[image: External link] rigs that met certain safety standards.[36] Connolly is one of the 35 congressmen who founded the Sustainable Energy and Environment Coalition.[37]
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 LGBT issues




Connolly supports gay rights, having campaigned against the Marshall-Newman Amendment[image: External link] to the Virginia Constitution[image: External link], which banned all gay unions from being performed or recognized in Virginia.[38] In Congress, he voted in favor of repealing the contentious "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" law that prohibited gays from serving openly in the military, and has co-sponsored a few bills that would repeal portions of the Federal Defense of Marriage Act.[39]
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 Guns




While on the Board of Supervisors for Fairfax County, Connolly sponsored an ordinance that would have made it illegal to transport a loaded shotgun in the back of one's car.[40] In Congress, Connolly signed onto a measure that would have closed the gun show loophole[image: External link] by requiring that private sellers of firearms at gun shows engage in the same background check and reporting requirements as registered firearms dealers.[41] Connolly opposes allowing concealed weapons in schools and on college campuses.[42]

In November, 2011, Connolly voted against the National Right to Carry Reciprocity Act, which would have exempted non-residents of states that prohibit concealed weapons from those restrictions.[43]
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 Health care




See also: Health care reform debate in the United States[image: External link]


In 2009, Connolly was an early supporter of the Democratic health care plan, which ultimately became the America's Affordable Health Choices Act[image: External link], as well as the public health insurance option[image: External link]; saying at a live chat with constituents in September to a woman from Washington, D.C. that "One of my principles for health care reform is that it increases the choices you have. By setting up a health insurance exchange, we can give your family more insurance choices, hopefully including one that your daughter's doctor chooses to accept". Connolly voted against the Stupak-Pitts Amendment[image: External link],[44] and later for the America's Affordable Health Choices Act[image: External link] in March 2010.

Connolly cited deficit reduction in explaining his health care vote.[45][46]
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 Marijuana




Connolly supports decriminalization of marijuana[image: External link] due to its medicinal uses[image: External link].[47]
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 Military veterans




Connolly was a cosponsor of the Helping Active Duty Deployed Act[48] and the Veterans Health Care Budget Reform and Transparency Act.[49]
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 Syria




Connolly was a supporter of a Military intervention in Syria[image: External link].[50]
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 Political campaigns
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 2008




See also: United States House of Representatives elections in Virginia, 2008 § District 11[image: External link]


Connolly scored a 24-point victory over his closest opponent former Congresswoman Leslie L. Byrne[image: External link] in the 2008 Democratic Primary. Connolly then defeated Republican[image: External link] nominee Keith Fimian[image: External link] by more than ten points for the open seat held by Republican incumbent Tom Davis[image: External link].[51] The Independent Green Party candidate on the ballot was Joseph P. Oddo.
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 2010




Main article: Virginia's 11th congressional district election, 2010[image: External link]


See also: United States House of Representatives elections in Virginia, 2010 § District 11[image: External link]


Connolly was challenged again by Fimian in 2010. Also running were Libertarian David L. Dotson, Independent Green David William Gillis, Jr., and Independent Christopher F. DeCarlo. Connolly barely survived by fewer than a thousand votes.[52]
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 2012




See also: United States House of Representatives elections in Virginia, 2012 § District 11[image: External link]


Connolly was challenged by Republican nominee Chris Perkins, Green nominee Joe Galdo and independent candidates Peter Marchetti, Chris DeCarlo and Mark Gibson. He received 61% of the vote.[53] Connolly was significantly aided by redistricting. The old 11th had been reckoned as a swing district, though Davis had held it without serious difficulty due to his popularity in the area. However, redistricting made the 11th significantly more Democratic than its predecessor. Barack Obama carried the old 11th with 57% of the vote in 2008, but would have carried it with 61% of the vote under the new lines—making it one of the most Democratic white-majority districts in the South.
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 2014




See also: United States House of Representatives elections in Virginia, 2014 § District 11[image: External link]


Gerry Connolly faced Republican Suzanne Scholte, Green Joe Galdo, and Libertarian Marc Harrold in his reelection bid, winning with 56.86% of the vote.[54]
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 2016




See also: United States House of Representatives elections in Virginia, 2016 § District 11[image: External link]


Connolly ran unopposed for reelection in 2016.[55][56] He was reelected with 87.89% of the vote.[57]
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 Electoral history






	Fairfax County Board of Supervisors: Results 1995—2007



	Year
	
	Subject
	Party
	Votes
	 %
	
	Opponent
	Party
	Votes
	 %
	
	Opponent
	Party
	Votes
	 %
	



	1995-Special
	
	Gerald Connolly
	Democratic[image: External link]
	4,478
	59
	
	Jeannemarie Devolites Davis[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]
	3,104
	40.9
	
	
	
	
	



	1995
	
	Gerald Connolly
	Democratic[image: External link]
	10,578
	55.8
	
	Jeannemarie Devolites Davis[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]
	8,371
	44.1
	
	
	
	
	



	1999
	
	Gerald Connolly
	Democratic[image: External link]
	14,309
	100%
	
	Unopposed
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	2003
	
	Gerald Connolly
	Democratic[image: External link]
	98,419
	53.1
	
	Mychele B. Brickner
	Republican[image: External link]
	81,319
	43.9
	
	Other
	5,465
	2.9
	



	2007
	
	Gerald Connolly
	Democratic[image: External link]
	113,830
	59.5
	
	Gary H. Baise
	Republican[image: External link]
	68,403
	35.8
	
	Gail Parker
	Independent Green[image: External link]
	8,990
	4.7






	Virginia's 11th congressional district[image: External link]



	Year
	
	Subject
	Party
	Votes
	 %
	
	Opponent
	Party
	Votes
	 %
	
	Opponent
	Party
	Votes
	 %
	



	2008[image: External link]
	
	Gerald Connolly
	Democratic[image: External link]
	196,598
	54.7
	
	Keith Fimian[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]
	154,758
	43.0
	
	Joseph P. Oddo
	Independent Green[image: External link]
	7,271
	2.0



	2010[image: External link]
	
	Gerald Connolly
	Democratic[image: External link]
	111,720
	49.2
	
	Keith Fimian[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]
	110,739
	48.7
	
	Others
	
	4,492
	2.0



	2012[image: External link]
	
	Gerald Connolly
	Democratic[image: External link]
	202,606
	61.0
	
	Christopher Perkins
	Republican[image: External link]
	117,902
	35.5
	
	Others
	
	11,735
	3.5



	2014[image: External link]
	
	Gerald Connolly
	Democratic[image: External link]
	106,780
	56.9
	
	Suzanne Scholte
	Republican[image: External link]
	75,796
	40.4
	
	Others
	
	5,229
	2.8



	2016[image: External link]
	
	Gerald Connolly
	Democratic[image: External link]
	247,818
	87.88
	
	Unopposed
	
	
	
	
	Others
	
	34,185
	12.12
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 Personal life




Connolly and his wife Cathy have lived in Mantua[image: External link] since 1979. Their daughter is a graduate of University of Virginia[image: External link]. Gerry serves on the Boards of Directors for Fairfax Partnership for Youth, the American Red Cross[image: External link] of the National Capital Area, the Fairfax County Chamber of Commerce[image: External link], the Greater Washington Initiative Board of Trustees, the Medical Care for Children Partnership, the Institute for Regional Excellence, and the University of Virginia[image: External link] – Virginia Institute of Government. He previously served as president of the Mantua Citizens Association (MCA) president and two terms as president of the Fairfax County Federation of Citizens Associations.

Connolly is also a company member of The Providence Players of Fairfax[image: External link], a community theatre[image: External link] in Fairfax County, having acted in several of their shows.[58]

In 2004, Connolly was charged with a hit and run[image: External link] after an incident in Tysons Corner[image: External link], but was found not guilty by a county judge.[59]
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Jim Davis (Florida politician)






For other people named James Davis, see James Davis (disambiguation)[image: External link].



	Jim Davis



	



	Member of the U.S. House of Representatives

from Florida[image: External link]'s 11th[image: External link] district



	
In office

January 3, 1997 – January 3, 2007



	Preceded by
	Sam Gibbons[image: External link]



	Succeeded by
	Kathy Castor[image: External link]



	Member of the Florida House of Representatives[image: External link]




	
In office

January 1989 – January 3, 1997



	Personal details



	Born
	
James Oscar Davis III

October 11, 1957 (age 59)

Tampa[image: External link], Florida[image: External link], U.S.[image: External link]




	Political party
	Democratic[image: External link]



	Spouse(s)
	Peggy Bessent



	Alma mater[image: External link]
	
Washington and Lee University[image: External link]

University of Florida[image: External link]




	Religion
	Episcopalianism[image: External link]




James Oscar "Jim" Davis III (born October 11, 1957) is an American politician[image: External link] from the U.S. state[image: External link] of Florida[image: External link]. He is a Democrat[image: External link] and served in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1997 to 2007, representing Florida's 11th congressional district[image: External link]. He was the Democratic nominee for governor of Florida[image: External link] in the 2006 election[image: External link], but was defeated by Republican[image: External link] Charlie Crist[image: External link].
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	Bruce Babbitt

	Evan Bayh

	John Carney

	Tom Carper

	Lawton Chiles

	Bill Clinton

	Hillary Clinton

	Gerry Connolly

	Jim Davis

	Susan Davis[image: External link]

	Cal Dooley

	John Edwards

	Harold Ford Jr.

	Al From

	Dick Gephardt

	Al Gore

	Bob Graham[image: External link]

	Jim Himes[image: External link]

	John Kerry

	Ron Kind

	Mary Landrieu

	Rick Larsen

	Joe Lieberman

	Blanche Lincoln[image: External link]

	Will Marshall

	Jim Moran

	Sam Nunn

	Barack Obama

	Jared Polis

	Chuck Robb

	Timothy J. Roemer

	Paul Tsongas

	Allyson Schwartz

	Adam Smith













	

Organizations




	Coalition for a Democratic Majority

	Democratic Leadership Council

	Moderate Dems Working Group

	New Democrat Coalition

	New Democrat Network
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Davis was born in Tampa, Florida[image: External link]. He graduated from Jesuit High School of Tampa[image: External link] in 1975, and attended Washington and Lee University[image: External link], where he received his Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] degree[image: External link] in 1979. He later attended the University of Florida's[image: External link] College of Law[image: External link], received his Juris Doctor law degree[image: External link] in 1982. He later credited his grandfather as an important influence on his life.
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 Career




Davis worked as a lawyer in private practice from 1982 to 1988, when he became a partner in the Tampa-based business law firm[image: External link] of Bush, Ross, Gardner, Warren & Rudy. Davis was elected to the Florida House of Representatives[image: External link] in 1989 and served until 1996, serving as House Majority Leader[image: External link] from 1995 to 1996.
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 US House




Davis entered the race for the Tampa-based 11th District in 1996, after Sam Gibbons[image: External link]—the district's only congressman since its creation in 1963—announced his retirement. Although Gibbons had endorsed Davis as his successor, Davis finished second in a four-way Democratic primary behind former Tampa mayor Sandy Freedman[image: External link]. He won the runoff with 56 percent of the vote.

He faced Republican Mark Sharpe in the general election. The race was initially thought to be close, especially since Sharpe had nearly defeated Gibbons in 1994 and held him to 52 percent in 1992. However, Davis won by a convincing 15-point margin, largely due to Bill Clinton carrying the district. After defeating an underfunded Republican in 1998, Davis faced only a Libertarian candidate in 2000 and 2004 and was completely unopposed in 2002.

Davis was one of the co-chairs of the New Democrat Coalition in the House of Representatives. The New Democrat Coalition is affiliated with the centrist Democratic Leadership Council.

On October 10, 2002, Jim Davis was among the 81 House Democrats who voted in favor of authorizing the invasion of Iraq[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2006 Gubernatorial Campaign




Davis announced his candidacy for governor of Florida in 2005 and won the Democratic primary held on September 5, 2006. He defeated then-state Senator Rod Smith[image: External link] by a margin of 46 percent to 42 percent.

He received the endorsements of former U.S. President Bill Clinton, U.S. senator for Florida Bill Nelson[image: External link], U.S. senator for Illinois Barack Obama, former Governor and U.S. Senator Bob Graham[image: External link], former Governor Buddy MacKay[image: External link], former First Lady Rhea Chiles (wife of Lawton Chiles), former Tallahassee mayor and Florida Democratic Party[image: External link] chairman Scott Maddox[image: External link], Miami-Dade Democratic Party chairman Jimmy Morales, and Representatives Alcee Hastings[image: External link], Robert Wexler[image: External link], Corrine Brown[image: External link], and Debbie Wasserman Schultz[image: External link].

He lost the race to Attorney General Charlie Crist[image: External link] by a margin of 52-45.
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 2007-Present




As of 2007, Davis is employed at Holland & Knight[image: External link] in Tampa. In 2010, Davis has been a member of and public speaker for Moving Hillsborough Forward, an organization formed to help pass a transit tax referendum on the 2010 general election ballot in Hillsborough County[image: External link].

In 2010, Davis was a member of and public speaker for Moving Hillsborough Forward, an organization formed to help pass a transit tax referendum on the general election ballot in Hillsborough County[image: External link].[1] Though there was some speculation that he might potentially run for Mayor of Tampa in 2011,[2] he ultimately declined to run. Though then-Mayor Pam Iorio[image: External link] declared that Davis would be an "excellent" successor,[3] it was speculated that the defeat of the rail referendum by voters left Davis with no platform to run for Mayor on.[4] Davis is a member of the ReFormers Caucus of Issue One[image: External link].[5]
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 Election results






	
Florida's 11th congressional district[image: External link][6]




	Year
	
	Democrat
	Votes
	Pct
	
	Republican
	Votes
	Pct
	
	3rd Party
	Party
	Votes
	Pct
	



	1996[image: External link]
	
	Jim Davis
	108,522
	57.9%
	
	Mark Sharpe
	78,881
	42.1%
	
	
	
	
	
	



	1998[image: External link]
	
	Jim Davis
	85,262
	64.9%
	
	Joe Chillura
	46,176
	35.1%
	
	
	
	
	
	



	2000[image: External link]
	
	Jim Davis
	149,433
	84.6%
	
	(no candidate)
	
	
	
	Charlie Westlake
	Libertarian
	27,194
	15.4%
	



	2002[image: External link]
	
	Jim Davis
	Unopposed
	100%
	
	(no candidate)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	2004[image: External link]
	
	Jim Davis
	191,780
	85.8%
	
	(no candidate)
	
	
	
	Robert Edward Johnson
	Libertarian
	31,579
	14.1%
	






	Florida gubernatorial election, 2006



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Charlie Crist[image: External link]
	2,519,845
	52.2
	-3.8



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Jim Davis
	2,178,289
	45.1
	+1.9



	
	Reform[image: External link]
	Max Linn
	92,595
	1.9
	n/a



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	John Wayne Smith
	15,987
	0.3
	n/a



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Richard Paul Dembinsky
	11,921
	0.2
	n/a



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Karl Behm
	10,487
	0.2
	n/a



	
	Write-ins
	
	147
	0.0
	0



	Majority
	341,556
	7.1
	-5.7



	Turnout[image: External link]
	4,829,271
	
	



	
	Republican[image: External link] hold
	Swing[image: External link]
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 Personal life




Davis's wife is Peggy Bessent Davis. The couple have two children, Peter and William. He is a member of the Episcopal Church[image: External link].
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Cal Dooley






Calvin M. "Cal" Dooley (born January 11, 1954), American[image: External link] politician, was a Democratic[image: External link] member of the United States House of Representatives from 1991 to 2005, representing the 17th and 20th districts of California[image: External link].

Born in Visalia, California[image: External link], he grew up on his parents' farm several miles east of Hanford[image: External link] and graduated from Hanford Union High School in 1972. Dooley earned his bachelor's degree in agricultural economics from the University of California, Davis[image: External link] in 1977 and a master's degree in Management from Stanford University[image: External link] in 1987. Dooley worked as a rancher and then as an administrative assistant for California State Senator[image: External link] Rose Ann Vuich[image: External link] from 1987 to 1990.

In mid-1990, Dooley won the Democratic primary for what was then the 17th District and faced six-term Republican[image: External link] Chip Pashayan[image: External link] in November. Although Pashayan had been reelected with 71 percent of the vote in 1988, he was bogged down by the House banking scandal[image: External link], and Dooley defeated him by just over 9 points. In 1992, his district was renumbered as the 20th District and drawn as a Latino-majority district. He was easily reelected that year and five more times after that. He faced only one truly serious contest, when Republican Rich Rodriguez managed to hold him to 53 percent of the vote. A "New Democrat," his voting record was considered moderate, as is typical for Democrats from the Central Valley[image: External link].

Dooley announced his retirement in 2004 and endorsed his Chief of Staff, Lisa Quigley, as his successor. However, most of the rest of the state Democratic establishment endorsed Jim Costa[image: External link], a former state legislator from the Fresno area. This touched off a contentious primary battle which was won by Costa, all but assuring him of victory in November. On October 10, 2002, Cal Dooley was among the 81 House Democrats who voted in favor of authorizing the invasion of Iraq[image: External link]. He has later said that he regrets this vote.

As of September, 2008, Dooley assumed the position of CEO of the American Chemistry Council[image: External link], the trade association for American chemical companies. Previously, having served as the President and CEO of the Food Products Association[image: External link] (FPA), Dooley assumed the same roles at the Grocery Manufacturers Association[image: External link] (GMA), following a merger with the FPA. GMA is a Washington-based trade association representing food manufacturers.

Dooley is married to the former Linda Phillips, who heads the Bryce Harlow Foundation[image: External link] in Washington DC. The couple has two daughters, Brooke Ybarra, who works for the federal government, and Emily Dooley, a social studies teacher at Monticello High School[image: External link] in Charlottesville[image: External link], Virginia[image: External link].
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John Edwards






This article is about the American attorney and politician. For other people with the same name, see John Edwards (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Johnny Reid "John" Edwards[1] (born June 10, 1953) is a former American politician who served as a U.S. Senator from North Carolina[image: External link]. He was the Democratic[image: External link] nominee for Vice President in 2004[image: External link], and was a candidate for the Democratic presidential nomination in 2004[image: External link] and 2008.

Edwards defeated incumbent Republican[image: External link] Lauch Faircloth[image: External link] in North Carolina's 1998 Senate election[image: External link]. Towards the end of his single six-year term, he sought the Democratic Party's nomination in the 2004 presidential election[image: External link]. He eventually became the 2004 Democratic candidate for vice president, the running mate of presidential nominee Senator John Kerry of Massachusetts[image: External link].

Following Kerry's loss to incumbent President George W. Bush, Edwards began working full-time at the One America Committee[image: External link], a political action committee[image: External link] he established in 2001, and was appointed director of the Center on Poverty, Work and Opportunity at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill[image: External link] School of Law[image: External link]. He was also a consultant for Fortress Investment Group[image: External link] LLC.

A federal grand jury in North Carolina indicted Edwards in 2011 on six felony charges of violating multiple federal campaign contribution laws[image: External link] to cover up an extramarital affair[image: External link] which he admitted, following his 2008 campaign. Edwards was found not guilty on one count, and the judge declared a mistrial on the remaining five charges, as the jury was unable to come to an agreement.[2] The Justice Department dropped the remaining charges and did not attempt to retry Edwards.[3]



TOP
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 Early life and education




Edwards was born June 10, 1953, to Wallace Reid Edwards and Catharine Juanita "Bobbie" Edwards (née Wade) in Seneca, South Carolina[image: External link]. The family moved several times during Edwards' childhood, eventually settling in Robbins, North Carolina[image: External link], where his father worked as a textile mill[image: External link] floor worker, eventually promoted to supervisor; his mother had a roadside antique-finishing business and then worked as a postal letter carrier[image: External link] when his father left his job.[4]

A football star in high school,[5] Edwards was the first person in his family to attend college. He attended Clemson University[image: External link] and transferred to North Carolina State University[image: External link]. Edwards graduated with high honors earning a bachelor's degree[image: External link] in textile technology in 1974, and later earned his Juris Doctor from the University of North Carolina School of Law[image: External link] (UNC) with honors.
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 Legal career




After law school, Edwards clerked[image: External link] for federal judge Franklin Dupree[image: External link] in North Carolina, and in 1978 became an associate at the Nashville[image: External link] law firm of Dearborn & Ewing, doing primarily trial work, defending a Nashville bank and other corporate clients.[6][7] Lamar Alexander, a Republican and future governor of and U.S. Senator from Tennessee, was among Edwards's co-workers.[8] The Edwards family returned to North Carolina in 1981, settling in the capital of Raleigh[image: External link] where he joined the firm of Tharrington, Smith & Hargrove.[7][8]

In 1984, Edwards was assigned to a medical malpractice[image: External link] lawsuit that had been perceived to be unwinnable; the firm had accepted it only as a favor to an attorney and state senator who did not want to keep it. Nevertheless, Edwards won a $3.7 million verdict on behalf of his client, who had suffered permanent brain and nerve damage after a doctor prescribed an overdose of the anti-alcoholism drug Antabuse[image: External link] during alcohol aversion therapy.[9] In other cases, Edwards sued the American Red Cross[image: External link] three times, alleging transmission of AIDS through tainted blood products, resulting in a confidential settlement each time, and defended a North Carolina newspaper against a libel charge.[7]

In 1985, Edwards represented a five-year-old child born with cerebral palsy – a child whose mother's doctor did not choose to perform an immediate Caesarean delivery[image: External link] when a fetal monitor showed she was in distress. Edwards won a $6.5 million verdict for his client, but five weeks later, the presiding judge sustained the verdict, but overturned the award on grounds that it was "excessive" and that it appeared "to have been given under the influence of passion and prejudice," adding that in his opinion "the evidence was insufficient to support the verdict."[7] He offered the plaintiffs $3.25 million, half of the jury's award, but the child's family appealed the case and received $4.25 million in a settlement.[7] Winning this case established the North Carolina precedent of physician and hospital liability for failing to determine if the patient understood the risks of a particular procedure.[9]

After this trial, Edwards gained national attention as a plaintiff's lawyer. He filed at least twenty similar lawsuits in the years following and achieved verdicts and settlements of more than $60 million for his clients. Similar lawsuits followed across the country. When asked about an increase in Caesarean deliveries nationwide, perhaps to avoid similar medical malpractice lawsuits, Edwards said, "The question is, would you rather have cases where that happens instead of having cases where you don't intervene and a child either becomes disabled for life or dies in utero?"[7]

In 1993, Edwards began his own firm in Raleigh (now named Kirby & Holt) with a friend, David Kirby. He became known as the top plaintiffs' attorney in North Carolina.[7] The biggest case of his legal career was a 1996 product liability lawsuit against Sta-Rite, the manufacturer of a defective pool drain cover. The case involved Valerie Lakey, a three-year-old girl[10] who was disemboweled by the suction power of the pool drain pump when she sat on an open pool drain whose protective cover had been removed by other children at the pool, after the swim club had failed to install the cover properly. Despite 12 prior suits with similar claims, Sta-Rite continued to make and sell drain covers lacking warnings. Sta-Rite protested that an additional warning would have made no difference because the pool owners already knew the importance of keeping the cover secured.

In his closing arguments, Edwards spoke to the jury for an hour and a half and referenced his son, Wade, who had been killed shortly before testimony began[clarification needed[image: External link]]. Mark Dayton, editor of North Carolina Lawyers Weekly, would later call it "the most impressive legal performance I have ever seen."[11] The jury awarded the family $25 million, the largest personal injury award in North Carolina history. The company settled for the $25 million while the jury was deliberating additional punitive damages[image: External link], rather than risk losing an appeal. For their part in this case, Edwards and law partner David Kirby earned the Association of Trial Lawyers of America[image: External link]'s national award for public service.[9] The family said that they hired Edwards over other attorneys because he alone had offered to accept a smaller percentage as his fee unless the award was unexpectedly high, while all of the other lawyers they spoke with said they required the full one-third fee. The size of the jury award was unprecedented, and Edwards did receive the standard one-third-plus-expenses fee typical of contingency cases. The family was so impressed with his intelligence and commitment[7] that they volunteered for his Senate campaign the next year.

After Edwards won a large verdict against a trucking company whose worker had been involved in a fatal accident, the North Carolina legislature passed a law prohibiting such awards unless the company had specifically sanctioned the employee's actions.[7]

In December 2003, during his first presidential campaign, Edwards (with John Auchard[image: External link]) published Four Trials[image: External link], an autobiographical book focusing on cases from his legal career. According to this book, the success of the Sta-Rite case and his son's death (Edwards had hoped his son would eventually join him in private law practice) prompted Edwards to leave the legal profession and seek public office.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Edwards, his daughter Cate, and David Kirby started a new law firm, called "Edwards Kirby," in 2013, with offices in Raleigh and in Washington, D.C.[12][13]
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 Political career
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 Policy positions




Main article: Political positions of John Edwards[image: External link]


Edwards promotes programs to eliminate poverty in the United States, including arguing in favor of creating one million housing vouchers over five years in order to place poor people in middle-class neighborhoods. Edwards has stated, "If we truly believe that we are all equal, then we should live together too."[14] He also supports "College for Everyone" initiatives.

Although Edwards initially supported the Iraq War, he later changed his position and in November 2005 wrote an op-ed[image: External link] in The Washington Post in which he said he expressed regret for voting for the Iraq War Resolution[image: External link] and discussed three solutions for success in the conflict.[15] He denounced the "troop surge[image: External link]" in Iraq, was a proponent for withdrawal, and urged Congress to withhold funding for the war without a withdrawal timetable.[16]

On social policy, Edwards supports abortion rights and has a universal healthcare[image: External link] plan that requires all Americans to purchase healthcare insurance,[17] "requires that everybody get preventive care," and requires employers to provide health care insurance or be taxed to fund public health care.[18][19] He supports a pathway to citizenship for illegal immigrants[image: External link],[19] is opposed to a constitutional amendment banning same-sex marriage[image: External link];[20] and supports the repeal of the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA).[21]

He has endorsed efforts to slow down global warming[22] and was the first presidential candidate to make his campaign carbon-neutral[image: External link].[23]
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 Senate tenure




Edwards won election to the U.S. Senate in 1998 as a Democrat running against incumbent Republican Senator Lauch Faircloth[image: External link]. Despite originally being the underdog, Edwards beat Faircloth by 51.2% to 47.0% — a margin of some 83,000 votes.

During President Bill Clinton's 1999 impeachment trial in the Senate, Edwards was responsible for the deposition[image: External link] of witnesses Monica Lewinsky and fellow Democrat Vernon Jordan, Jr.[image: External link] During the 2000 presidential campaign, Edwards was on Democratic nominee Al Gore's vice presidential nominee short list (along with John Kerry and Joe Lieberman, Gore's eventual pick).[24]

In his time in the Senate, Edwards co-sponsored 203 bills.[25] Among them was Lieberman's 2002 Iraq War[image: External link] Resolution (S.J.Res.46), which he co-sponsored along with 15 other senators, but which did not go to a vote.[26] He voted for replacement resolution (H.J Res. 114) in the full Senate to authorize the use of military force against Iraq, which passed by a vote of 77 to 23,[27] On October 10, 2002, he stated that:


Almost no one disagrees with these basic facts: that Saddam Hussein is a tyrant and a menace; that he has weapons of mass destruction and that he is doing everything in his power to get nuclear weapons; that he has supported terrorists; that he is a grave threat to the region, to vital allies like Israel[image: External link], and to the United States; and that he is thwarting the will of the international community and undermining the United Nations' credibility.[28]



He defended his vote on an October 10, 2004, appearance on Meet the Press[image: External link], saying "I would have voted for the resolution knowing what I know today, because it was the right thing to do to give the president the authority to confront Saddam Hussein...I think Saddam Hussein was a very serious threat. I stand by that, and that's why [John Kerry and I] stand behind our vote on the resolution".[29] However, he subsequently changed his mind about the war and apologized for that military authorization vote. Edwards also voted in favor of the Patriot Act[image: External link].

Among other positions, Edwards was generally pro-choice[image: External link] and supported affirmative action[image: External link] and the death penalty[image: External link]. One of his first sponsored bills was the Fragile X Research Breakthrough Act of 1999.[30] He was also the first person to introduce comprehensive anti-spyware legislation with the Spyware Control and Privacy Protection Act.[31] He advocated rolling back the Bush administration's tax cuts and ending mandatory minimum sentencing[image: External link] for non-violent offenders.[32] Edwards generally supported expanding legal immigration to the United States while working with Mexico[image: External link] to provide better border security and stop illegal trafficking.[32][33]

Edwards served on the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Intelligence[image: External link], the U.S. Senate Committee on Judiciary[image: External link], and was a member of the New Democrat Coalition.

Before the 2004 Senate election[image: External link], Edwards announced his retirement from the Senate and supported Erskine Bowles, former White House Chief of Staff, as the successor to his seat; Bowles, however, was defeated by Republican Richard Burr[image: External link] in the election.
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 Post-Senate activities




The day after his concession speech, he announced his wife Elizabeth had been diagnosed with breast cancer. Edwards told interviewer Larry King[image: External link] that he doubted he would return to practice as a trial lawyer and showed no interest in succeeding Terry McAuliffe as the Democratic National Committee chairman.

In February 2005, Edwards headlined the "100 Club" Dinner, a major fundraiser for the New Hampshire[image: External link] Democratic Party. That same month, Edwards was appointed as director of the Center on Poverty, Work and Opportunity at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill[image: External link] for studying ways to move people out of poverty. That fall, Edwards toured ten major universities in order to promote "Opportunity Rocks!", a program aimed at getting youth involved to fight poverty.

On March 21, 2005, Edwards recorded his first podcast[image: External link][34] with his wife[image: External link]. Several months later, in August, Edwards delivered an address to a potential key supporter in the Iowa caucus, the AFL-CIO[image: External link] in Waterloo, Iowa[image: External link].

In the following month, Edwards sent an email to his supporters and announced that he opposed the nomination of Judge John G. Roberts[image: External link] to become Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link]. He was also opposed to the nomination of Justice Samuel Alito[image: External link] as an Associate Justice and Judge Charles Pickering's appointment to the Federal bench.

During the summer and fall of 2005, he visited homeless shelters[image: External link] and job training centers and spoke at events organized by ACORN[image: External link], the NAACP[image: External link] and the SEIU[image: External link]. He spoke in favor of an expansion of the earned income tax credit; in favor of a crackdown on predatory lending[image: External link]; an increase in the capital gains tax[image: External link] rate; housing vouchers[image: External link] for racial minorities[image: External link] (to integrate upper-income neighborhoods); and a program modeled on the Works Progress Administration[image: External link] to rehabilitate the Gulf Coast[image: External link] following Hurricane Katrina. In Greene County, North Carolina[image: External link], he unveiled the pilot program for College for Everyone, an educational measure he promised during his presidential campaign, in which prospective college students would receive a scholarship for their first year in exchange for ten hours of work a week. The College for Everyone program was canceled in July 2008.[35]

Edwards was co-chair of a Council on Foreign Relations[image: External link] task force on United States-Russia relations[image: External link] alongside Republican Jack Kemp, a former congressman, Cabinet official and vice presidential nominee.[36] The task force issued its report in March 2006.[37] On July 12, the International Herald Tribune published a related op-ed[image: External link] by Edwards and Kemp.[38]

In October 2005, Edwards joined the Wall Street[image: External link] investment firm Fortress Investment Group[image: External link] as a senior adviser and consultant, a position for which a close aide reported he received an annual salary of $500,000.[39][40] Fortress owned a major stake in Green Tree Servicing LLC, which rose to prominence in the 1990s selling subprime loans to mobile-home owners and now services subprime loans originated by others, but in an interview Edwards said he was unaware of this.[41] Subprime loans allow buyers with poor credit histories to be funded, but they charge higher rates because of the risk, and sometimes carry hidden fees and increased charges over time.[41] In August 2007, The Wall Street Journal reported that a portion of the Edwards family's assets were invested in Fortress Investment Group, which had, in turn, invested a portion of its assets in subprime mortgage lenders, some of which had foreclosed on the homes of Hurricane Katrina victims.[42][43] Upon learning of Fortress' investments, Edwards divested funds and stated that he would try to help the affected families.[44] Edwards later helped set up an ACORN-administered "Louisiana Home Rescue Fund" seeded with $100,000, much of it from his pocket, to provide loans and grants to the families who were foreclosed on by Fortress-owned lenders.[45]

Edwards is now a personal injury lawyer in Pitt County, North Carolina[image: External link].[46]
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North Carolina United States Senate election, 1998 (Democratic primary)[47]


	John Edwards – 277,468 (51.39%)

	
D.G. Martin[image: External link] – 149,049 (27.59%)

	Ella Butler Scarborough – 55,486 (10.28%)



North Carolina United States Senate election, 1998[48]


	John Edwards (D) – 1,029,237 (51.15%)

	
Lauch Faircloth[image: External link] (R) (inc.) – 945,943 (47.01%)

	
Barbara Howe[image: External link] (Lib.) – 36,963 (1.84%)



2004 Democratic presidential primaries[image: External link][49]


	
John Kerry – 9,930,497 (60.98%)

	John Edwards – 3,162,337 (19.42%)

	
Howard Dean – 903,460 (5.55%)

	
Dennis Kucinich[image: External link] – 620,242 (3.81%)

	
Wesley Clark – 547,369 (3.36%)

	
Al Sharpton[image: External link] – 380,865 (2.34%)

	
Joe Lieberman – 280,940 (1.73%)



United States presidential election, 2004[image: External link]


	
George W. Bush/Dick Cheney (R) (inc.) – 62,040,610 (50.7%) and 286 electoral votes (31 states carried)

	
John Kerry/John Edwards (D) – 59,028,111 (48.3%) and 251 electoral votes (19 states and D.C. carried)

	John Ewards [ sic[image: External link]] (D) – 1 electoral vote (faithless elector[image: External link])[50]




2008 Democratic presidential primaries[image: External link]


	
Barack Obama – 17,869,542 (48.2%)

	
Hillary Clinton – 17,717,698 (47.8%)

	John Edwards – 1,006,289 (2.65%)
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Main articles: United States presidential election, 2004[image: External link] and John Edwards presidential campaign, 2004[image: External link]


In 2000, Edwards unofficially began his presidential campaign when he began to seek speaking engagements in Iowa[image: External link], the site of the nation's first party caucuses. On January 2, 2003, Edwards began fundraising[image: External link] without officially campaigning by forming an exploratory committee. On September 15, 2003, Edwards fulfilled a promise he made a year earlier as a guest on The Daily Show with Jon Stewart[image: External link] to unofficially announce his intention to seek the 2004 Democratic presidential nomination[image: External link]. The next morning, Edwards made the announcement officially from his hometown. He declined to run for reelection to the Senate in order to focus on his presidential run. Edwards' campaign was chaired by North Carolina Democratic activist Ed Turlington[image: External link].

As Edwards had been building support essentially since his election to the Senate, he led the initial campaign fundraising, amassing over $7 million during the first quarter of 2003 – more than half of which came from individuals associated with the legal profession, particularly Edwards' fellow trial lawyers, their families, and employees.[51]

Edwards' stump speech[image: External link] spoke of "Two Americas[image: External link]", with one composed of the wealthy and privileged, and the other of the hard-working common man, causing the media to often characterize Edwards as a populist.[52][53]

Edwards struggled to gain substantial support, but his poll numbers began to rise steadily weeks before the Iowa caucuses. Edwards had a surprising second-place finish with the support of 32% of delegates, behind only John Kerry's 39% and ahead of former front-runner Howard Dean at 18%. One week later in the New Hampshire primary, Edwards finished in fourth place behind Kerry, Dean and Wesley Clark, with 12%. During the February 3 primaries, Edwards won the South Carolina primary,[54] lost to Clark in Oklahoma[image: External link], and lost to Kerry in the other states. Edwards garnered the second largest number of second-place finishes, again falling behind Clark.[55]

Dean withdrew from the contest, leaving Edwards the only major challenger to Kerry. In the Wisconsin[image: External link] primary on February 17, Edwards finished second to Kerry with 34% of the vote.

Edwards largely avoided attacking Kerry until a February 29, 2004, debate in New York, where he characterized him as a "Washington insider" and mocked Kerry's plan to form a committee to examine trade agreements[image: External link].

In the Super Tuesday primaries on March 2, Kerry finished well ahead in nine of the ten states voting, and Edwards' campaign ended. In Georgia[image: External link], Edwards finished only slightly behind Kerry but, failing to win a single state, chose to withdraw from the race. He announced his official withdrawal at a Raleigh, North Carolina[image: External link] press conference on March 3. Edwards' withdrawal made major media outlets relatively early on the evening of Super Tuesday, at about 6:30 pm CST, before polls had closed in California and before caucuses in Minnesota[image: External link] had even begun. It is thought that the withdrawal influenced many people in Minnesota to vote for other candidates, which may partially account for the strong Minnesota finish of Dennis Kucinich[image: External link].[original research?[image: External link]] Edwards did win the presidential straw poll[image: External link] conducted by the Independence Party of Minnesota[image: External link].

After withdrawing from the race, he went on to win the April 17 Democratic caucuses in his home state of North Carolina,[56] making him the only Democratic candidate besides Kerry to win nominating contests in two states in 2004.
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Main article: John Kerry presidential campaign, 2004[image: External link]


On July 6, 2004, Kerry announced that Edwards would be his running mate; the decision was widely hailed in public opinion polls and by Democratic leaders. Though many Democrats supported Edwards' nomination, others criticized the selection for Edwards' perceived lack of experience. In the vice presidential debate, Dick Cheney told Edwards they had never met because of Edwards' frequent absences from the Senate, but that was later proven to be incorrect. Videotape later surfaced of Cheney and Edwards shaking hands off-camera during a taping of Meet the Press[image: External link] on April 8, 2001.[57] On February 1, 2001, Cheney thanked Edwards by name and sat with him during a Senate prayer breakfast. However, George W. Bush's campaign spokesman Steve Schmidt[image: External link] described the event as an "inconsequential meeting".[58][59] On January 8, 2003, they met when John Edwards accompanied then-Senator Elizabeth Dole[image: External link] to a mock swearing-in.[60]

Kerry's campaign advisor Bob Shrum[image: External link] later reported in Time magazine that Kerry said he wished he had never picked Edwards, and the two have since stopped speaking to each other.[61] Edwards said in his concession speech, "You can be disappointed, but you cannot walk away. This fight has just begun."
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Main article: John Edwards presidential campaign, 2008[image: External link]


On December 28, 2006, John Edwards officially announced his candidacy for President in the 2008 election from the yard of a home in New Orleans, Louisiana[image: External link], that was being rebuilt after Hurricane Katrina destroyed it.[62][63] Edwards stated that his main goals were eliminating poverty, fighting global warming, providing universal health care[image: External link], and withdrawing troops from Iraq.[64]

National polls had Edwards placing third among the Democratic field beginning in January 2007, behind Senator Hillary Clinton and Senator Barack Obama.[65] By July 2007, the Edwards campaign had raised $23 million from nearly 100,000 donors, placing him behind Obama and Clinton in fundraising.[66]

Edwards was first to boycott a Fox News[image: External link]-sponsored presidential debate in March 2007.[67] Hillary Clinton, Bill Richardson, and Barack Obama followed suit.

On January 3, 2008, in the Iowa caucuses[image: External link], the first contest of the nomination process, Edwards placed second with 29.75% of the vote to Obama (37.58%), with Clinton coming in third with 29.47% of the vote.[68] On January 8, Edwards placed a distant third in the New Hampshire Democratic primary[image: External link] with just under 17% (48,818 votes). On January 26, Edwards again placed third in the primary in South Carolina[image: External link] – his birth state – which he had carried in 2004, and he placed third in the non-binding January 29 vote in Florida.

On January 30, 2008, following his primary and caucus losses, Edwards announced that he was suspending his campaign for the Presidency.[69][70][71] He did not initially endorse either Clinton or Obama, saying they both had pledged to carry forward his central campaign theme of ending poverty in America.[72] In April 2008, he stated that he would not accept the 2008 vice presidential slot if asked.[73] On May 14, 2008, Edwards officially endorsed Senator Obama at a rally in Grand Rapids, Michigan.[74]

On June 15, 2008, Edwards stepped back from his initial outright denial of interest in the position of the Vice President, saying, ”I’d take anything he asks me to think about seriously, but obviously this is something that I’ve done and it’s not a job I’m seeking."[75] On June 20, 2008, The Associated Press reported that according to a member of the Congressional Black Caucus, the names of Edwards and Sam Nunn were on Obama's vice presidential shortlist.[76] Ultimately, then-Senator Joe Biden of Delaware was tapped to become Obama's running mate.
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While at UNC, he met Elizabeth Anania[image: External link]. They married in 1977 and had four children (Wade in 1979, Cate[image: External link] in 1982, Emma Claire in 1998, and Jack in 2000). Edwards also has a child out of wedlock, born in 2008, named Frances Quinn Hunter, conceived with his former mistress[image: External link] Rielle Hunter[image: External link]. Edwards denied being the father for over two years before finally admitting to it in 2010.[77]

Wade was killed in a car accident when strong winds swept his Jeep off a North Carolina highway in 1996. Three weeks before his death, Wade was honored by First Lady Hillary Clinton at The White House as one of the 10 finalists in an essay contest sponsored by the National Endowment for the Humanities[image: External link] and the Voice of America[image: External link] for an essay he wrote on entering the voting booth with his father.[78] Wade, accompanied by his parents and sister, went on to meet North Carolina Sen. Jesse Helms[image: External link], who later entered Wade's essay and his obituary into the Congressional Record[image: External link].[79] Edwards and his wife began the Wade Edwards Foundation in their son's memory; the purpose of the non-profit organization is "to reward, encourage, and inspire young people in the pursuit of excellence." The Foundation funded the Wade Edwards Learning Lab at Wade's high school, Needham B. Broughton High School[image: External link] in Raleigh[image: External link], along with scholarship competitions and essay awards.[80]

On November 3, 2004, Elizabeth Edwards revealed that she had been diagnosed with breast cancer. She was treated via chemotherapy[image: External link] and radiotherapy[image: External link],[81] and continued to work within the Democratic Party and her husband's One America Committee[image: External link]. On March 22, 2007, during his campaign for the 2008 Democratic nomination for the presidency, Edwards and his wife announced that her cancer had returned; she was diagnosed with stage IV[image: External link] breast cancer, with newly discovered metastases[image: External link] to the bone and possibly to her lung.[82][83] They said that the cancer was "no longer curable, but is completely treatable"[84] and that they planned to continue campaigning together with an occasional break when she requires treatment.[82][85] In June 2010, Elizabeth published a book called Resilience. Her book is about the struggles of her marriage and how she was affected by her husband's affair. In the book, Elizabeth talks about how long she was in the dark about the affair and how many times her husband, John, lied about the details of the affair. She never addresses John's mistress by name but calls her a "parasitic groupie" and claims that she is pathetic. Elizabeth also opens up about how she tried to forgive her husband after she first learned of the affair but struggled to find forgiveness when he continued to lie. After Edwards' January 21, 2010, admission that he fathered a child with his mistress[image: External link], Elizabeth legally separated from him and intended to file for divorce after a mandatory one-year waiting period.[86][87][88]

On December 7, 2010, Elizabeth died of metastatic breast cancer[image: External link] at age 61.[89]
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In Washington. D.C. he lived in Embassy Row[image: External link], 2215 30th Street.[90]

His next-door neighbor was the media owner David G. Bradley[image: External link].

In 2004, he sold his house to the Hungarian Embassy to the United States[image: External link].[91][92]
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Main article: John Edwards extramarital affair[image: External link]


In October 2007, The National Enquirer[image: External link] began a series of reports alleging an adulterous affair[image: External link] between Edwards and former campaign worker Rielle Hunter[image: External link]. By July 2008, several news media outlets speculated that Edwards' chances for the Vice Presidency as well as other positions such as the Attorney General were harmed by the allegations, which now included that he fathered a child with Hunter and had visited her and the baby girl at the Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills, California[image: External link]. However, the story was not widely covered by the press for some time, until, after initially denying the allegations,[93][94][95][96] Edwards admitted the affair.[97][98] On January 21, 2010, John Edwards issued a press release to admit that he fathered Hunter's child.[99]

In an August 8, 2008, statement,[100] and an interview with Bob Woodruff[image: External link] of ABC News, Edwards admitted the affair with Hunter in 2006, but denied being the father of her child. He acknowledged that he had been dishonest in denying the entire Enquirer story, admitting that some of it was true, but said that the affair ended long before the time of the child's conception. He further said he was willing to take a paternity test, but Hunter responded that she would not be party to a DNA[image: External link] test "now or in the future".[101] Initially, campaign aide Andrew Young[image: External link] claimed that he, not Edwards, was the child's father.[102] Young has since renounced that statement, and told publishers in a book proposal that Edwards always knew he was the child’s father; Young alleged that Edwards pleaded with him to falsely accept responsibility.[103]

In the proposal, which The New York Times examined, Young claims to have set up private meetings between Edwards and Hunter. He wrote that Edwards once calmed an anxious Hunter by promising her that after his wife died, he would marry her in a rooftop ceremony in New York with an appearance by the Dave Matthews Band[image: External link].[103] ABC News reports that Young stated that Edwards asked him to "Get a doctor to fake the DNA results...and to steal a diaper from the baby so he could secretly do a DNA test to find out if this [was] indeed his child."[104] On February 2, 2010, Young released a book detailing the affair. Young also began working with Aaron Sorkin[image: External link] on a movie about the affair based on the book The Politician. On February 23, 2012, an Orange County, NC, judge ruled that Young and his wife could not publicize the movie. The judge also ruled that an alleged "sex tape" of Edwards and Hunter be destroyed by the court. The judge also allowed only the materials already in the public domain to be used for public purposes. All other photos and materials not yet released, can be used for family purposes only.[105]

In response to the scandal involving Edwards' extramarital affair and attempts to cover it up, he has stated "I am a sinner, but not a criminal."[106]

In May 2009, newspapers reported that Edwards' campaign was being investigated for conversion of campaign money to personal use related to the affair. Edwards said that the campaign was complying with the inquiry. The relevant US attorney refused to comment.[107][108] In the same month, George Stephanopoulos of ABC News reported that members of Edwards' staff had told him that they had planned a "doomsday strategy" to derail Edwards' campaign if he got close to the nomination.[109] Joe Trippi[image: External link], a senior advisor to the campaign, said the report was "complete bullshit".[110] In August 2009, Rielle Hunter appeared before the grand jury investigating this matter.[111] On March 15, 2010, Hunter broke her silence during an interview with GQ[image: External link] magazine and provided new details about the affair.[112][113] In March 2011, voicemail messages allegedly left by John Edwards were obtained, which Young says prove that Edwards arranged the cover up of his affair with Hunter.[114]

Reports surfaced in late 2011 in The National Enquirer and RadarOnline.com that Edwards asked his former mistress to move into his North Carolina home, where he had once lived with his wife.[115] Rielle Hunter announced her breakup with Edwards on the same day she released a book about their relationship in 2012.[116]
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On May 24, 2011, ABC News and the New York Times reported that the U.S Department of Justice[image: External link]'s Public Integrity Section[image: External link] had conducted a two-year investigation into whether Edwards had used more than $1 million in political donations to hide his affair and planned to pursue criminal charges for alleged violations of campaign finance[image: External link] laws.[117][118][119]

On June 3, 2011, Edwards was indicted by a federal grand jury[image: External link] in North Carolina on six felony charges, including four counts of collecting illegal campaign contributions, one count of conspiracy, and one count of making false statements.[120]

After postponing the start of the trial while Edwards was treated for a heart condition in February 2012, Judge Catherine Eagles[image: External link] of the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of North Carolina[image: External link] scheduled jury selection to begin on April 12, 2012.[121] Edwards's trial began on April 23, 2012, as he faced up to 30 years in prison and a $1.5 million fine.[122]

In a related development, on March 13, 2012, the Federal Election Commission[image: External link] ruled that Edwards' campaign must repay $2.1 million in matching federal funds. Edwards' lawyers claimed the money was used, and that the campaign did not receive all the funds to which it was entitled, but the commission rejected the arguments.[123]

Twelve jurors and four alternates were seated, and opening arguments began April 23, 2012.[124] Closing arguments took place May 17, and the case went to the jury the next day.[125]

On May 31, 2012, Edwards was found not guilty on Count 3, illegal use of campaign funding (contributions from Rachel "Bunny" Mellon[image: External link]), while mistrials were declared on all other counts against him.[2] On June 13, 2012, the Justice Department announced that it dropped the charges and will not attempt to retry Edwards.[3]
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Edwards has returned to law after his political career ended. Together with attorneys David Kirby and William Bystrynski, he founded the law firm Edwards Kirby in Raleigh. His daughter Cate is the managing attorney of the San Diego office of the firm.[126] Vidant Health[image: External link] and Pitt County, North Carolina[image: External link], was the venue for Edward's 2014 return to the malpractice arena.[46]
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Harold Eugene Ford Jr. (born May 11, 1970) is an American politician who served five terms in the United States House of Representatives as a member of the Democratic Party[image: External link] from Tennessee's 9th congressional district[image: External link], centered in Memphis[image: External link], from 1997 to 2007. He is the son of former Congressman Harold Ford Sr.[image: External link], who held the same seat for 22 years. In 2006, Ford made an unsuccessful bid[image: External link] for the US Senate seat vacated by retiring Bill Frist[image: External link]. He is a member of the Ford political family[image: External link] from Memphis. Ford was the last chairman of the Democratic Leadership Council (DLC).[1]

Since 2011, Ford has worked for Morgan Stanley[image: External link] as a Managing Director.[2] He also regularly appears on television on political-related programs, such as NBC[image: External link]'s Meet the Press[image: External link], MSNBC[image: External link], CNN[image: External link], CNBC[image: External link].[3] He and his wife live in New York City and have a daughter, Georgia Walker,[4] and a son, Harold Eugene III.[5]

Ford also wrote a book, "More Davids Than Goliaths: A Political Education," published in 2010.[6]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Family and education




Ford is the eldest son of former Representative Harold Ford Sr.[image: External link] and Dorothy Bowles Ford.[7] He has two brothers, Jake and Isaac, as well as two half-siblings[image: External link], Andrew and Ava, from his father's second marriage.

The Ford family has long been prominent in Memphis' African-American community. Ford's grandfather, N.J. Ford, established a funeral home, which gave the family a broad network in the community. E.H. Crump[image: External link], a prominent white Democrat, dominated city and state politics in the early 20th century and befriended N.J. Ford.[8] Ford's uncle is John N. Ford[image: External link], who is Harold Sr.'s brother and was a member of the Tennessee State Senate[image: External link] until he was convicted on federal bribery charges in 2007 as part of the Operation Tennessee Waltz scandal[image: External link].

Ford lived the first years of his life within the living quarters of his family-owned business N.J. Ford And Sons Funeral Home, which at the time was located in the Riverside[image: External link] neighborhood. He was baptized[image: External link] at his family church, Mt. Moriah-East Baptist Church. He attended Double Tree Elementary School, a public Montessori school[image: External link] in the Westwood[image: External link] neighborhood, but graduated from the private St. Albans School[image: External link] for Boys, a prestigious university-preparatory school[image: External link] in Washington, D.C.[image: External link], which he attended after his father became a Congressman. He went on to earn a B.A.[image: External link] in American history from the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link] in 1992.[9]
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 Early career and law degree




After graduation Ford went into the government, serving as a staff aide to the Senate Budget Committee[image: External link]. In 1993 he became special assistant at the United States Department of Commerce[image: External link].[10]

Ford returned to college for a J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School[image: External link] in 1996. During his campaign for the House of Representatives, he sat for and failed the Tennessee bar exam[image: External link]; he has said that he intends to try again.[11]
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 House of Representatives career




When Harold Sr. decided not to seek a 12th term in Congress in 1996, Harold Jr. entered the race and became the favorite in the Democratic primary, which was widely regarded as the real contest in the heavily Democratic, black-majority 9th district. Ford arranged his schedule for his last semester of law school so he would not have Monday or Friday classes[12] and would be able to fly home to Memphis for an extended weekend each week to continue his campaign. As was expected, he easily won the Democratic primary[image: External link], followed by his election in November. Taking office at the age of 26, he was one of the youngest members of Congress[image: External link] in US history and the youngest in the 105th and 106th Congresses. He was reelected four times without substantive Republican[image: External link] opposition, by an average of 80 percent of the vote. In 2000, Ford was the keynote[image: External link] speaker for the 2000 Democratic National Convention supporting then Vice President Al Gore for the Democratic nomination for President.[13]

On November 4, 1999, Ford voted in favor of the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act,[14] which some economists, including Nobel laureate[image: External link] Joseph Stiglitz, believe helped create the 2007 financial crisis[image: External link].[15][16]

On October 10, 2002, he was among the 81 House Democrats who voted in favor of authorizing the invasion of Iraq[image: External link].

After the Democrats lost seven Congressional seats in the 2002 elections[image: External link], Ford announced his candidacy for House Democratic Leader, challenging then-House Minority Whip[image: External link] Nancy Pelosi[image: External link], arguing that current leadership was ineffective.[17] Ford was defeated but exceeded initial expectations in the amount of support he received.[18] Although his name was mentioned as a possible Democratic vice presidential candidate in 2004,[19] he was ineligible for the office due to his age (four months shy of 35 on Inauguration Day[image: External link] 2005).

A June 7, 2005, article in The Washington Times reported that from 1998 to 2003, Ford took 61 privately funded trips but did not file travel disclosure forms with the House clerk for the trips, as required by the chamber's ethics rules, until August 2003. Ford's office called the late filings a "mere oversight", since Ford had filed the required financial disclosure statements for the trips at the time they occurred.[20]

In November 2005, when Ohio Republican Congresswoman Jean Schmidt[image: External link] implied that Pennsylvania Democrat John Murtha[image: External link] was a "coward" in response to Murtha's proposal for a withdrawal of American forces from Iraq[image: External link], Ford charged across the House floor to the Republican side during the resulting uproar in the chamber, shouting "Say it to Murtha!" (or "Say Murtha's name!" depending on the source) while waving his finger at Schmidt. He had to be restrained by fellow Democrat Dave Obey[image: External link] of Wisconsin[image: External link]. Like many Democrats, Ford believed Schmidt's remarks (which she later withdrew) were an unwarranted "cheap shot" against Murtha, a veteran of the Marine Corps[image: External link].[21]

In Congress, Ford opposed benefits for same-sex couples and supported the Federal Marriage Amendment[image: External link], which would have defined marriage as one man and one woman. He told Democrats they should be more supportive of the Iraq War[image: External link], and criticized Senate Democrats who attempted to filibuster[image: External link] the nomination of Samuel Alito[image: External link]. He was one of the few Democrats who voted for the bankruptcy bill[image: External link], and he defined himself as a pro-life[image: External link] candidate, supporting some restrictions on abortion[image: External link], including a ban on intact dilation and extraction[image: External link], called "partial-birth abortion" by opponents. However, the National Right to Life Committee[image: External link] says that while in Congress he voted against the pro-life position 87% of the time.[22] He supported the Republican effort to intercede in the Terri Schiavo case[image: External link].[23] He opposed President George W. Bush's energy proposals (including oil drilling in Arctic National Wildlife Refuge[image: External link]), demonstrated support for adoption[image: External link] rights of same-sex couples[image: External link], is in favor of federal funding of embryonic stem cell[image: External link] research, supported universal healthcare coverage[image: External link], opposed the death penalty[image: External link] and indicated a willingness to reform drug policy[image: External link].[24][25]

In addition, Ford sat on the House Budget Committee[image: External link] and the House Committee on Financial Services[image: External link]. He also served on the Transformation Advisory Group, a group of political, military and academic leaders who worked with the Department of Defense to assess the needs of the armed forces. Ford was a member of the New Democrat Coalition, the Congressional Black Caucus[image: External link] and the Blue Dog Coalition[image: External link].[9]

In 2002, Ford was mentioned as a possible Democratic candidate for the Senate seat being vacated by Fred Thompson[image: External link], but he declined to run. Instead, he supported fellow Congressman Bob Clement[image: External link] who would lose to former Republican Governor Lamar Alexander in the general election.[26]

In 2006, Ford did not run for re-election to the House of Representatives, due to his campaign for the United States Senate in Tennessee, which he lost. His younger brother, Jake Ford, ran for the 9th district seat[image: External link] as an Independent, but lost to Democrat Steve Cohen[image: External link].
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 2006 Tennessee Senate campaign




Main article: Tennessee United States Senate election, 2006[image: External link]


On April 6, 2005, during an interview on C-SPAN's call-in show Washington Journal[image: External link], Ford confirmed that he would be running for the Senate.[27] He filed the papers necessary to officially begin his Senate campaign on May 25, 2005.

Democratic State Senator Rosalind Kurita[image: External link] briefly challenged Ford for the nomination but dropped out of the primary because of inadequate fundraising, effectively handing Ford the nomination.[28] On August 3, 2006, Ford overwhelmingly won the Democratic primary. After the primary, Ford's supporters held a large victory celebration at Nashville[image: External link]'s LP Field[image: External link]. Among the speakers was former U.S. President Bill Clinton.

Ford faced Republican Bob Corker[image: External link] in the November 2006 election. Not long after Corker's primary victory was assured, Ford challenged Corker to seven televised debates across the state. In response, Corker said he would debate Ford, though he did not agree to seven debates.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In October 2006, the Republican Party ran radio and television ads characterized by some as racially tinged. A radio spot, referred to by critics as the "jungle drums" ad, had drums playing when Ford's name was mentioned and patriotic music when Corker's name was spoken. This ad was criticized as attacking Ford's race by evoking images of primitive, chanting African tribes.[29] A television ad that received more attention[image: External link] featured satirical "man‑on‑the‑street" interviews purporting to support Ford, including one in which a blond white woman talks about meeting Ford at "the Playboy party"; she returns at the end of the ad to wink and whisper in a seductive tone, "Harold, call me." The ad was denounced by many people, including Republican former Senator William Cohen, who called it "a very serious appeal to a racist[image: External link] sentiment", and Corker asked the Republican leadership to pull the ad. The ad was retired one day after Republican National Committee[image: External link] Chairman Ken Mehlman[image: External link] said he had no authority to discontinue the ad and disagreed with the negative characterizations of it.[30][31][32]

Corker and Ford participated in a televised debate in Memphis[image: External link] on October 7, in Corker's hometown of Chattanooga on October 10, and in Nashville[image: External link] on October 28. In January 2006, NBC[image: External link]'s Meet the Press[image: External link] extended an open invitation for the candidates to debate on the nationally-televised show.

On November 8, Ford conceded the election to Corker, who defeated Ford by less than three percentage points.[33]
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 Post-Congressional activities




In December 2006, the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] reported that Ford told students at an L.A.-area school that he might run again in 2008 for the Senate seat held by Republican Lamar Alexander, but in January 2007 Ford said that he had no plans to challenge the incumbent[image: External link].[34][35] Instead, Ford has said that he "hopes to spend a lot of time at home, perhaps do some teaching and work with Governor Bredesen[image: External link] on some issues in Tennessee."[36]

On January 25, 2007, Ford was named chairman of the Democratic Leadership Council.[37]

In March 2007, Ford joined the financial services firm Merrill Lynch[image: External link] as a vice chairman and senior policy adviser.[38][39] In the same month he was hired by Fox News Channel[image: External link] as a political contributor.[40] In March 2008, he moved from Fox to MSNBC[image: External link] as a news analyst, appearing as a panelist on David Gregory[image: External link]'s Race for the White House[image: External link], Hardball[image: External link], and Morning Joe[image: External link].[41]

Ford was appointed visiting professor of public policy at Vanderbilt University[image: External link] in 2007 and taught a class on American political leadership.[42] In October 2007, Ford was appointed as the inaugural Barbara Jordan Visiting Professor at the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs[image: External link] at the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link].[43] As of the spring 2010 semester, he is a visiting professor at New York University's[image: External link] Wagner School of Public Service[image: External link] where he teaches Policy Formation: U.S. Domestic Policy.[44] In the fall of 2015 he was a visiting faculty member at the University of Michigan Ford School of Public Policy.[45]

Ford works at the Wall Street firm Morgan Stanley[image: External link] as a Managing Director.[46]

Ford is on the Board of Selectors of Jefferson Awards for Public Service[image: External link].[47]
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 2010 New York Senate Election




See also: United States Senate special election in New York, 2010[image: External link]


Ford considered a primary[image: External link] challenge to Senator Kirsten Gillibrand[image: External link] in New York in 2010[image: External link].[1] Sources close to Mayor Michael Bloomberg[image: External link] of New York have said that he would consider supporting someone "of Mr. Ford's stature".[1] However, it was also reported that Mayor Bloomberg "reassured Mr. Reid[image: External link] that he was not personally involved in the effort to promote a Ford candidacy."[48] Chuck Schumer[image: External link] sought to dissuade Ford from running.[48] Ford's spokesperson on January 11, 2010, stated Ford had become a supporter of same-sex marriage[image: External link] after "listening to the debate in state legislatures across the country".[49]

On February 5, 2010, Gillibrand held a press conference at which she raised questions as to whether Ford, as an executive of Merril Lynch, received taxpayer-backed bonuses from Bank of America, stemming from the federal bailout[image: External link]. She was joined by New York City Public Advocate[image: External link] Bill de Blasio[image: External link], who endorsed her candidacy.[50]

On February 12, it was reported that Ford's NBC contract was suspended due to his potential campaign, and that he had taken an unpaid leave of absence from Merrill Lynch for the same reason.[51] On March 1, Ford stated in an op-ed[image: External link] article published by The New York Times that he would not run against Gillibrand.[52][53]
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 Personal life




Ford married Emily Threlkeld, who works in public relations for Carolina Herrera[image: External link] in New York, on April 26, 2008.[54] They have a daughter, Georgia Walker Ford, who was born in December 2013 in New York City. She is named for Ford's great-grandmother Georgia, and Threlkeld's mother's maiden name, Walker.[4] Their second child, a son, Harold Eugene Ford III, was born in May 2015.[5]
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 Electoral history






	
Tennessee's 9th congressional district[image: External link][55]




	Year
	
	Democrat
	Votes
	Pct
	
	Republican
	Votes
	Pct
	
	3rd Party
	Party
	Votes
	Pct
	



	1996[image: External link]
	
	Harold E. Ford Jr.
	116,345
	61%
	
	Rod DeBerry
	70,951
	37%
	
	Silky Sullivan
	Independent[image: External link]
	957
	1%
	*



	1998[image: External link]
	
	Harold E. Ford Jr.
	75,428
	79%
	
	Claude Burdikoff
	18,078
	19%
	
	Gwendolyn L. Moore
	Independent[image: External link]
	932
	1%
	*



	2000[image: External link]
	
	Harold E. Ford Jr.
	143,298
	100%
	
	(no candidate)
	
	
	*
	
	
	
	
	



	2002[image: External link]
	
	Harold E. Ford Jr.
	120,904
	84%
	
	(no candidate)
	
	
	
	Tony Rush
	Independent[image: External link]
	23,208
	16%
	*



	2004[image: External link]
	
	Harold E. Ford Jr.
	190,648
	82%
	
	Ruben M. Fort
	41,578
	18%
	*
	
	
	
	
	




*Write-in and minor candidate notes: In 1996, Mary D. Taylor received 498 votes; Anthony Burton received 424 votes; Greg Voehringer received 327 votes; Tom Jeanette received 222 votes; Del Gill received 199 votes; Bill Taylor received 179 votes; Johnny E. Kelly received 156 votes; Don Fox received 146 votes; and write-ins received 10 votes. In 1998, Johnny Kelly received 775 votes; Greg Voehringer received 567 votes; and write-ins received 2 votes. In 2000, write-ins received 36 votes. In 2002, write-ins received 148 votes. In 2004, Jim Maynard received 166 votes.

2006 Democratic Primary for U.S. Senate (TN)


	Harold Ford Jr., 79%

	Gary G. Davis, 10%

	
John Jay Hooker[image: External link], 6%





	
U. S. Senate (Class I) elections in Tennessee[image: External link][56]




	Year
	
	Democrat
	Votes
	Pct
	
	Republican
	Votes
	Pct
	
	3rd Party
	Party
	Votes
	Pct
	



	2006[image: External link]
	
	Harold Ford Jr.
	879,976
	48%
	
	Bob Corker[image: External link]
	929,911
	51%
	
	Ed Choate
	Independent[image: External link]
	10,831
	1%
	*




*Write-in and minor candidate notes: In 2006, David "None of the Above" Gatchell received 3,746 votes, Emory "Bo" Heyward received 3,580 votes, H. Gary Keplinger received 3,033 votes and Chris Lugo (Green) received 2,589 votes.
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 See also





	"30 Something" Working Group[image: External link]

	List of African-American United States Representatives[image: External link]
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Al From






Al From (born May 31, 1943) is the founder and former CEO of the Democratic Leadership Council. His ideas and political strategies during the past quarter century played a central role in the resurgence of the modern Democratic Party. From is the author of The New Democrats and the Return to Power, released in December 2013.[1][2][3][4]
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 Early life and education




Born in South Bend, Indiana[image: External link], From earned a master's degree in journalism from Northwestern University[image: External link] and was editor of the Daily Northwestern[image: External link].[5]

While serving as a reporter and editor for The Daily Northwestern, From conducted an investigation on discriminatory admissions. From, who was Jewish, uncovered an unofficial quota system that limited the number of minority students admitted to the program. According to the magazine North by Northwestern[image: External link], From quoted admissions director, C. William Reiley, "making discriminatory statements and the day after the story was published, the student senate stated that Reiley’s actions were inappropriate. Reiley was later reassigned as the dean of administrative services." The removal of Reiley and exposure of the quotas ended the discriminatory practice.[6]
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 Career




In 2000, at a speech at Hyde Park, President Bill Clinton said, "It would be hard to think of a single American citizen who, as a private citizen, has had a more positive impact on the progress of American life in the last 25 years than Al From."[7]
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 Early career




From began his career working for Sargent Shriver’s War on Poverty right out of graduate school, assigned to the Southeast region including Alabama, Mississippi and Georgia.[8]

Before founding the DLC, From was executive director of the House Democratic Caucus from 1981 to 1985, chaired by Representative Gillis William Long[image: External link] (D- LA[image: External link]). For two years—1979 and 1980—he was deputy advisor on inflation to President Jimmy Carter[image: External link] and from 1971 to 1979, he directed the U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Intergovernmental Relations, chaired by Senator Edmund Muskie. As staff director, he worked on the Congressional Budget Act, helped shape the stimulus package during the 1973-74 recession and was called a "legislative genius" by Washingtonian Magazine.[9]
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 The Democratic Leadership Council




From led the DLC from its inception in 1985 until he stepped down as CEO in April 2009.[10][11][12]

He founded the DLC in 1985, at a time as Roll Call writes, "Democrats appeared to be on the brink of a permanent excursion into the political wild following Walter Mondale’s 49-state drubbing by incumbent President Ronald Reagan in 1984.”[13]

In 1991, the Reverend Jesse Jackson[image: External link] called the DLC “Democrats for the Leisure Class,” and in 2003, former Democratic National Committee Chair and Vermont Governor Howard Dean sharply criticized From and the DLC as the Republican wing of the Democratic Party.[14][15]

From played a prominent role in the 1992 election of President Bill Clinton – and served as Domestic Policy Advisor to the Clinton Transition – prompting USA Today to write: "The ideas at the crux of the Clinton candidacy were largely drafted by the DLC."[16]

Today, many of the ideas that comprise the core of the Democratic Party's agenda come from work done under From's leadership at the DLC. National service, an expanded Earned Income Tax Credit, welfare reform, charter schools, community policing, expanded trade and re-inventing government were all championed by scholars and analysts at the DLC before becoming public policy.[17]

In 1998, with First Lady Hillary Clinton, From began a dialogue with British Prime Minister Tony Blair[image: External link] and other world leaders, and the DLC brand – known as The Third Way – became a model for resurgent liberal governments around the globe.[18]

In April 1999, he hosted an historic Third Way forum in Washington with President Clinton, Prime Minister Blair, German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder[image: External link], Prime Ministers Wim Kok[image: External link] of the Netherlands[image: External link] and Massimo D'Alema[image: External link] of Italy[image: External link].[19]

In November 1999, joining President Clinton, From moderated the first-ever live Presidential town hall meeting on the Internet.[20]
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 Current Work




In 2013, From authored The New Democrats and the Return to Power. President Bill Clinton authored the foreword. In the book, From “outlines for the first time the principles at the heart of the [New Democrat] movement… and why they are vital to the success of the Democratic Party in the years ahead.” The book received praise from President Clinton, former British Prime Minister Tony Blair, and Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel[image: External link], who said, “it should be read, re-read and underlined by anyone who wants to know what it takes to be successful in American politics today."[21]

His new venture, The From Company, LLC, offers strategic advice to private clients.

From serves on the Board of Advisors of the Medill School of Journalism at Northwestern University, the Board of Directors of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce National Chamber Foundation, the Board of Trustees of the Annapolis Symphony Orchestra, the National Advisory Board of The Roosevelt Institution, and the Executive Board of the University of Maryland’s Center for American Politics and Citizenship.[22] He was appointed to the U.S. Naval Academy Board of Visitors in 1999, and served as chairman until December 2002 when his term expired. His writings have appeared in numerous national publications, including The Wall Street Journal[image: External link], The Washington Post[image: External link], The New York Times[image: External link], The Los Angeles Times[image: External link], The Chicago Tribune[image: External link], The Atlantic[image: External link], U.S. News & World Report[image: External link], and Politico.com[image: External link].
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 Personal life




From lives in Annapolis, MD with his wife, Ginger.
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Dick Gephardt






Richard Andrew Gephardt (born January 31, 1941) is an American politician who served as a United States Representative from Missouri[image: External link] from 1977 to 2005. A member of the Democratic Party[image: External link], he was House Majority Leader[image: External link] from 1989 to 1995 and Minority Leader[image: External link] from 1995 to 2003. He ran unsuccessfully for the Democratic nomination for President of the United States in 1988 and 2004. Gephardt was mentioned as a possible vice presidential nominee in 1988, 1992, 2000, 2004, and 2008.[1]

Since his retirement from politics, Gephardt has become a significant lobbyist[image: External link]. He founded a Washington-based public affairs firm, Gephardt Government Affairs, and an Atlanta-based labor consultancy, the Gephardt Group, as well as consulting for DLA Piper[image: External link], FTI Consulting[image: External link] and Goldman Sachs[image: External link].[2]
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 Early life




Gephardt was born into a family in St. Louis[image: External link], Missouri[image: External link], the son of Loreen Estelle (née Cassell) and Louis Andrew Gephardt, a Teamster[image: External link] milkman; part of his ancestry is German[image: External link].[3] He graduated from the former Southwest High School in 1958. Gephardt is an Eagle Scout[image: External link] and recipient of the Distinguished Eagle Scout Award[image: External link] from the Boy Scouts of America[image: External link]. He earned his B.S. at Northwestern University[image: External link] in 1962 where he was president of Beta Theta Pi[image: External link], the student senate, and his freshman class. He earned his J.D. at the University of Michigan Law School[image: External link] in 1965.

In 1965, he was admitted to the Missouri Bar[image: External link]. He then entered the Missouri Air National Guard[image: External link], where he served until 1971.

He and his wife Jane have three grown children, Matt, Katie, and Chrissy[image: External link]. His brother, Donald L. Gephardt, is the Dean of The College of Fine and Performing Arts at Rowan University[image: External link] in Glassboro, New Jersey[image: External link].
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 Political career




Gephardt was Democratic committeeman for the 14th ward in St. Louis between 1968 and 1971, moving up to become 14th ward alderman[image: External link] between 1971 and 1976, as part of a group of young aldermen known informally as "The Young Turks[image: External link]." [4]
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 House of Representatives




In 1976, Gephardt was elected to Congress from the St. Louis-based 3rd District, succeeding 24-year incumbent Leonor Sullivan[image: External link]. He was elected 13 more times, opting not to run for reelection in 2004. For most of his Congressional career, Gephardt's National Political Director was St. Louis-based political consultant Joyce Aboussie[image: External link].
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 1988 presidential campaign




Gephardt was an unsuccessful candidate for the Democratic nomination in the 1988 presidential election[image: External link]. Gephardt ran hard and early in 1987–88 and finally started moving ahead in Iowa[image: External link] after running the "Hyundai ad" that criticized what he thought were unfair trade barriers by Korea and Japan. Gephardt won the Iowa caucuses[image: External link] and South Dakota[image: External link] primary in February while finishing a strong second in New Hampshire[image: External link] which made him one of the serious contenders for the nomination.[5]

His campaign ran out of money after losing badly in the March "Super Tuesday" primaries, when he won only the Missouri primary. An ad aired by the campaign of Governor Michael Dukakis focused on Gephardt's "flip-flopping" voting record, and showed a Gephardt look-alike doing forward and backward flips for the camera. Many felt that the ad killed any chance Gephardt had of winning the nomination. Gephardt dropped out after winning only 13% in Michigan, despite support from the United Auto Workers[image: External link]. Dukakis considered Gephardt for his running mate, but chose Texas[image: External link] Senator Lloyd Bentsen.
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 House leadership




In part due to the visibility gained from his 1988 presidential bid, Gephardt was elected majority leader[image: External link] by his House colleagues in June 1989, making him the second-ranking Democrat in the House, behind then- Speaker[image: External link] Tom Foley[image: External link]. Gephardt served in that position until January 1995.

After Foley was unseated in the Republican landslide of 1994 that gave the Republicans a 52-seat majority, Gephardt became the leader of the House Democrats, as minority leader[image: External link], initially opposite Newt Gingrich and then, from 1999 onwards, Dennis Hastert[image: External link]. When Gingrich faced a coup within his own party in 1997, there was a possibility of Gephardt becoming Speaker if there had been a floor vote and he could gain the support of Republican Congressman dissatisfied with Gingrich, however Gingrich refused to resign and no vote occurred. In the 1996, 1998, and 2000 elections, Gephardt led the Democrats to gains in the House,[6] although they did not retake the majority until 2006, after Gephardt had left Congress.

Gephardt was considered a keen politician who worked hard at passing legislation, defending traditional Democratic principles, and for his home district in St. Louis. He became a prolific financial supporter of Democrats around the country in the early 1990s when he assembled a team of top fundraising staff who helped him support hundreds of candidates for local and federal office. Although Gephardt worked hard for many of President Bill Clinton's programs, he and his union supporters strongly opposed NAFTA and other "free trade" programs, so Clinton required Republican support to pass these initiatives. During the impeachment proceedings of President Clinton, Gephardt led a walkout in the House after a censure motion was ruled irrelevant to the impeachment debate.[7]

In 2000, Vice President Al Gore named Gephardt to his short list of possible vice presidential candidates. The other names on the short list were then-Indiana Senator Evan Bayh, then-North Carolina Senator John Edwards, then-Massachusetts Senator John Kerry, then-Connecticut Senator Joe Lieberman, and then-New Hampshire Governor Jeanne Shaheen[image: External link].[8] Gore eventually selected Lieberman.

In the 2002 Congressional midterm elections, Gephardt campaigned on the issues of the economy and Social Security, however the continuing resonance of the September 11 attacks[image: External link], the momentum for military action against Iraq, and President George W. Bush's popularity lead to Republican gains, with the Democrats losing four House seats. Harold Ford[image: External link] of Tennessee described the results an "absolute blowout" and called upon Gephardt to step down, saying that it was time for "new ideas and new faces". Due to his previous success, it has been said that Gephardt would have been easily returned as Minority Leader if he decided to stay on.[6][9][10] But Gephardt did not run for re-election as House Minority Leader, stepping down in January 2003. His leadership position was contested by the centrist Martin Frost[image: External link], the outgoing Democratic Caucus Chair, and the liberal Nancy Pelosi[image: External link], the Minority Whip, who was elected as Gephardt's successor. No longer having Congressional leadership duties freed up Gephardt to concentrate on a 2004 presidential bid.[11]
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 2004 campaign for president




Gephardt announced his second run for president[image: External link] on January 5, 2003. His successor as Minority Leader, Nancy Pelosi, endorsed his bid for president. His campaign was notable for the high-profile coming out[image: External link] of his daughter Chrissy[image: External link] in People[image: External link] magazine, when she was helping him on the campaign trail,[12][13] a subject they also discussed in interviews for the 2007 documentary film[image: External link] For the Bible Tells Me So[image: External link];[14] he has continued to be an outspoken advocate for gay rights[image: External link] since the campaign, though still opposes same-sex marriage[image: External link].[15]

Although Republicans considered him a formidable candidate, Gephardt was seen by many as too old fashioned and unelectable.[16] His fundraising efforts were behind that of former Vermont[image: External link] Governor Howard Dean and Senators John Kerry and John Edwards, and tied with Joe Lieberman. Furthermore, Gephardt's support of the Iraq War resolution[image: External link] hurt him among liberal[image: External link] activists. Gephardt promoted a form of universal health care[image: External link], and was backed by 21 labor unions, but did not have enough support to receive the endorsement of the AFL-CIO[image: External link].[16]

Throughout early 2003, Gephardt was ahead in polling for the Iowa caucus[image: External link], but, by August, Dean had taken the lead; his campaign fueled by anti-war activists. The Gephardt campaign was embarrassed by an early August St Louis Post-Dispatch[image: External link] article that revealed that 11 of 33 "Gephardt team leaders" listed on his Iowa campaign's web site were actually supporting other candidates or neutral.

The race between Gephardt and Dean became negative, and took an ugly turn in October when a Gephardt staffer reportedly pushed a Dean staffer out of a meeting while calling him a " faggot[image: External link]".[17] Many press at the event claimed the Dean staffer was picking a fight and that the Gephardt staffer did not make the hurtful comment. Dean chairman Joe Trippi[image: External link] (who had previously worked for Gephardt in 1988) and Gephardt chairman Steve Murphy became involved in a war of words over that incident, as well as Murphy's allegation that the Dean campaign was bringing in out-of-state non-residents to participate in the caucus. In the final days of the Iowa campaign, both Dean and Gephardt faded and ultimately finished third and fourth, respectively. Gephardt ended his presidential campaign after that disappointing result.[18]

After he dropped out of the presidential race, Gephardt was mentioned as a possible running mate for John Kerry. On March 7, 2004, New Mexico[image: External link] Governor Bill Richardson[image: External link], seen as a strong possibility for the position himself, endorsed Gephardt for the Vice Presidency. "I think he's the best candidate," Richardson said of Gephardt in an interview with the Associated Press. "There's a good regional balance with Kerry and Gephardt." Kerry announced on July 6, 2004, that he had chosen John Edwards as his running mate. On the same day, the New York Post[image: External link] published an incorrect headline stating that Gephardt had become Kerry's running mate. Shortly after this false story broke, the headline was compared to the 1948 "Dewey defeats Truman[image: External link]" front page of the Chicago Tribune[image: External link], which incorrectly reported the presidential election results of that year. In 2007, it was revealed in the book No Excuses: Concessions of a Serial Campaigner by Bob Shrum[image: External link], who served as Kerry's campaign adviser in the 2004 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], that Kerry wanted to choose Gephardt as his nominee for vice president but was convinced by Shrum and others to choose Edwards.
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 Political views




Since his election to the U.S. House in 1976, Gephardt's political views gradually moved to the left[image: External link]. Originally, Gephardt was strongly anti- abortion[image: External link] and was viewed as a social conservative[image: External link]. He was initially extremely critical of the Supreme Court's landmark Roe v. Wade ruling that legalized abortion. He wrote on the subject in 1984:


Life is the division of human cells[image: External link], a process that begins with conception[image: External link]. The (Supreme Court's abortion) ruling was unjust, and it is incumbent on the Congress to correct the injustice... I have always been supportive of pro-life legislation. I intend to remain steadfast on this issue.... I believe that the life of the unborn should be protected at all costs.



In 1987, when Gephardt decided to run for president, he announced that he would no longer support legislation to restrict abortion rights. He told the National Right to Life Committee[image: External link]; "I now do not support any Constitutional amendment[image: External link] pertaining to the legality of abortion."

Gephardt's views on economic policy also changed over the years. He voted for Ronald Reagan's tax cuts[image: External link] in 1981; in the 2000s, however, he became a staunch opponent of similar tax cuts by President George W. Bush, saying that the enormous surplus created during the administration of Bill Clinton should have been spent on health care[image: External link] instead. Gephardt is widely viewed as an economic populist. He supports universal health coverage, fair trade[image: External link], and progressive taxation[image: External link]. Although he once chaired the centrist[image: External link] Democratic Leadership Council, Gephardt in his later years in Congress distanced himself from the organization, finding his pro-labor views at odds with the DLC's pro-business positions.

On October 10, 2002, Gephardt was among the 81 House Democrats who voted in favor of authorizing the invasion of Iraq[image: External link]. He was an early supporter of the war, and cosponsor of the authorization resolution. However, three years later Gephardt said of his support for the war that "It was a mistake ... I was wrong."[23]
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 Post-congressional career




On January 3, 2005, Gephardt's three-decade political career ended with the expiration of his fourteenth term in the House of Representatives. That month, Gephardt started a consulting and lobbying firm, Gephardt Group, of which Gephardt is president and CEO.[24] Gephardt also joined the international law firm DLA Piper[image: External link] as strategic advisor in the government affairs practice group between June 2005 and December 2009. [1][image: External link]

In his new role as a Washington lobbyist, Gephardt, on behalf of the Republic of Turkey, has been actively lobbying against the House resolution condemning the Armenian genocide[image: External link] of 1915 in the Ottoman Empire. While supportive of the resolution while in Congress, he now contends that facts need to be better known before any position is taken over this historical controversy.[25]

Gephardt served on the board of directors of the Embarq Corporation[image: External link] from June 2007[26] to July 1, 2009, when he became a member of the board of directors of CenturyLink[image: External link], Embarq's successor corporation.[27] Gephardt also currently serves as a director of Centene Corporation[image: External link], Ford Motor Company[image: External link], Spirit Aerosystems Holdings, Inc.[image: External link], and United States Steel Corporation[image: External link].[27] He joined the Ford's board in 2009.[28]

In July 2007, Gephardt endorsed Hillary Clinton's campaign for president, leading some to speculate that he was interested in running for vice president in 2008. DLA Piper[image: External link] become a major donor to Clinton's campaign, donating about $190,000.[29] Gephardt's name was mentioned by the media during the summer of 2008 as a possible vice presidential choice for eventual nominee Senator[image: External link] Barack Obama.

A collection of Gephardt's congressional documents, dating from 1994 to 2004, was processed from 2006 to 2007 by the Missouri Historical Society[image: External link] for academic use, with a grant through the Institute of Museum and Library Services[image: External link].[30] In 2005, Washington University in St. Louis[image: External link] inaugurated the Richard A. Gephardt Institute of Public Service, which promotes volunteerism and community activism. Since 2005, Gephardt has been a consultant to Goldman Sachs[image: External link] and DLA Piper[image: External link].[2] Since 2007 he has been a consultant to FTI Consulting[image: External link].[2]

Since 2007, Gephardt began serving on the advisory board of the Extend Health insurance company, and then became a member of its board of directors. In 2009, Gephardt advised UnitedHealth Group[image: External link], one of America's largest private insurers, in waging a strong campaign against a public option for national health care.[31]

In 2010, Gephardt was elected chair of the Board of Trustees of The Scripps Research Institute[image: External link], a nonprofit institute focusing on biomedical research.[32]

Gephardt has also been significantly involved with the pharmaceutical industry. In addition to a large lobbying contract with the Medicines Company,[33] Gephardt serves as chair of the Council for American Medical Innovation (CAMI), formed by and affiliated with PhRMA[image: External link]. In this capacity he hired his own firm to lobby for the organization, to push to extend patents and block generic drugs[image: External link] from the market.[34]

Gephardt has also served as a lobbyist[image: External link] for Boeing[image: External link].[35] He is a labor consultant for Spirit Aerosystems and sits on its board of directors.[36] In these roles, Gephardt has presided over an aggressive anti-union campaign that has bewildered many of his traditional political allies. In July 2011, Spirit Aerosystems walked out of negotiations with the union that represents its engineering, technical and professional workforce.[37] The union subsequently voted the company's last contract offer receiving a 96.5% rejection vote. The company did not change its contract offer significantly after this rejection and relations with its workforce have been contentious ever since. With negotiations at a standstill, production schedules for 2011 and 2012 are threatened.[38][39]
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 Quotes





	"I never felt it was inevitable that we had to go to war." — on the invasion of Iraq[image: External link]


	"It's a great day for our troops, for this administration, for the people of Iraq. My hope is that this will decrease the violence our troops will have to face." — on the capture of Saddam Hussein


	"This president is a miserable failure on foreign policy[image: External link] and on the economy and he's got to be replaced." — in a presidential debate on September 4, 2003

	"I want to say a special thank you to every member of every labor union[image: External link] in this country who has stood by my side... throughout my career. Your fight is my fight, and it will always be that way." — conceding defeat after winning no delegates in the Iowa Democratic caucus of 2004

	"Politics is a substitute for violence." — at the 2004 Missouri[image: External link] Democratic Convention
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John Kerry






For the sixteenth-century English politician, see John Kerry (MP)[image: External link].

John Forbes Kerry (born December 11, 1943) is an American politician who served as the 68th[image: External link] United States Secretary of State from 2013 to 2017. A Democrat[image: External link], he previously served Massachusetts[image: External link] in the United States Senate from 1985 to 2013. He was the Democratic nominee in the 2004 presidential election[image: External link], losing to Republican[image: External link] George W. Bush.

Kerry was born in Aurora, Colorado[image: External link] and attended boarding school[image: External link] in Massachusetts[image: External link] and New Hampshire[image: External link]. He graduated from Yale University in 1966 with a major in political science[image: External link]. Kerry enlisted in the Naval Reserve[image: External link] in 1966, and between 1968 and 1969, he served an abbreviated four-month tour of duty in South Vietnam[image: External link] as officer-in-charge[image: External link] (OIC) of a Swift Boat[image: External link]. For that service, he was awarded combat medals that include the Silver Star Medal[image: External link], Bronze Star Medal[image: External link], and three Purple Heart Medals[image: External link]. Securing an early return to the United States, Kerry joined the Vietnam Veterans Against the War[image: External link] organization in which he served as a nationally recognized spokesman and as an outspoken opponent of the Vietnam War. He appeared in the Fulbright Hearings[image: External link] before the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs where he deemed United States war policy in Vietnam to be the cause of war crimes[image: External link].

After receiving a J.D. from Boston College Law School[image: External link], Kerry worked as an Assistant District Attorney[image: External link] in Massachusetts. He served as Lieutenant Governor[image: External link] under Michael Dukakis from 1983 to 1985 and was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1984 and was sworn in the following January. On the Senate Foreign Relations Committee[image: External link], he led a series of hearings[image: External link] from 1987 to 1989 which were a precursor to the Iran–Contra affair[image: External link]. Kerry was re-elected to additional terms in 1990, 1996, 2002, and 2008. On October 11, 2002, Kerry voted to authorize the President "to use force, if necessary, to disarm Saddam Hussein," but warned that the administration should exhaust its diplomatic avenues before launching war.[1]

In his 2004 presidential campaign[image: External link], Kerry criticized George W. Bush for the Iraq War[image: External link]. He and his running mate, North Carolina Senator John Edwards, lost the election, finishing 35 electoral votes[image: External link] behind Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney. Kerry returned to the Senate, becoming Chairman of the Senate Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship[image: External link] in 2007 and then of the Foreign Relations Committee in 2009. In January 2013, Kerry was nominated by President Barack Obama to succeed outgoing Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and then confirmed by the U.S. Senate, assuming the office on February 1, 2013.
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John Forbes Kerry was born on December 11, 1943, in Aurora, Colorado[image: External link], at Fitzsimons Army Hospital[image: External link]. He is the second of four children born to Richard John Kerry[image: External link], a Foreign Service officer and lawyer, and Rosemary Isabel Forbes[image: External link], a nurse and social activist. His father was raised Catholic[image: External link] (John's paternal grandparents were Austro-Hungarian[image: External link] Jewish[image: External link] immigrants who converted to Catholicism) and his mother was Episcopalian[image: External link]. He was raised with an elder sister named Margaret (born 1941), a younger sister named Diana (born 1947) and a younger brother named Cameron[image: External link] (born 1950). The children were raised in their father's faith; John Kerry served as an altar boy[image: External link].[2]

Kerry grew up a military brat[image: External link][3] until his father was discharged from the Army Air Corps[image: External link], causing the family to settle in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] in 1949.[4] While in Washington, Richard took a spot in the Department of the Navy[image: External link]'s Office of General Counsel and soon became a diplomat[image: External link] in the State Department[image: External link]'s Bureau of United Nations[image: External link] Affairs.[5]

His extended maternal family enjoyed great wealth as members of the Forbes[image: External link] and Dudley–Winthrop[image: External link] families.[6] Kerry's parents themselves were upper-middle class[image: External link], and a wealthy great aunt[image: External link] paid for him to attend elite boarding schools[image: External link].[2]

In 1957, his father was stationed at the U.S. Embassy in Oslo[image: External link], Norway[image: External link], and Kerry was sent back to the United States to attend boarding school. He first attended the Fessenden School[image: External link] in Newton, Massachusetts[image: External link], and later St. Paul's, Concord, New Hampshire[image: External link], where he learned skills in public speaking[image: External link] and began developing an interest in politics[image: External link].[2] Kerry founded the John Winant[image: External link] Society at St. Paul's to debate the issues of the day; the Society still exists there.[7][8]

In 1962, Kerry entered Yale University, majoring in political science[image: External link] and residing in Jonathan Edwards College[image: External link].[9]:35 He graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree[image: External link] in 1966. Kerry played on the varsity Yale Bulldogs Men's soccer[image: External link] team, earning his only letter in his senior year. He also played freshman and JV hockey[image: External link] and, in his senior year, JV lacrosse[image: External link].[10] In addition, he was a member of the psi Upsilon fraternity and took flying lessons.[9]:37, 43[11] Kerry was playing in a Harvard-Yale soccer game when he heard that President Kennedy had been assassinated. Kerry had previously been on Kennedy's yacht in 1962.

In his sophomore[image: External link] year, Kerry became the Chairman of the Liberal Party of the Yale Political Union[image: External link], and a year later he served as President of the Union. Amongst his influential teachers in this period was Professor H. Bradford Westerfield[image: External link], who was himself a former President of the Political Union.[12] His involvement with the Political Union gave him an opportunity to be involved with important issues of the day, such as the civil rights movement[image: External link] and the New Frontier[image: External link] program. He also became a member[image: External link] of Skull and Bones Society[image: External link], and traveled to Switzerland[13] through AIESEC[image: External link] Yale.[14][15]

Under the guidance of the speaking coach and history professor Rollin Osterweis, Kerry won many debates against other college students from across the nation.[16] In March 1965, as the Vietnam War escalated, he won the Ten Eyck prize as the best orator[image: External link] in the junior class for a speech that was critical of U.S. foreign policy[image: External link]. In the speech he said, "It is the spectre of Western imperialism[image: External link] that causes more fear among Africans and Asians than communism and thus, it is self-defeating."[17]

Overall, Kerry had lackluster grades[image: External link] at Yale, graduating with a cumulative average of 76 over his four years. His freshman-year average was a 71, but he improved to an 81 average for his senior year. He never received an "A" during his time at Yale; his highest grade was an 89.[18]
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 Military service (1966–1970)




Main article: Military career of John Kerry[image: External link]
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 Duty on the USS Gridley




On February 18, 1966, Kerry enlisted in the Naval Reserve.[19] He began his active duty military service on August 19, 1966. After completing 16 weeks of Officer Candidate School[image: External link] at the U.S. Naval Training Center in Newport, Rhode Island[image: External link], Kerry received his officer's commission on December 16, 1966. During the 2004 election, Kerry posted his military records at his website, and permitted reporters to inspect his medical records. In 2005, Kerry released his military and medical records to the representatives of three news organizations, but has not authorized full public access to those records.[20][21]

During his tour on the guided missile[image: External link] frigate[image: External link] USS  Gridley[image: External link], Kerry requested duty in South Vietnam, listing as his first preference a position as the commander of a Fast Patrol Craft[image: External link] (PCF), also known as a "Swift boat."[22] These 50-foot (15 m) boats have aluminum[image: External link] hulls[image: External link] and have little or no armor, but are heavily armed and rely on speed. "I didn't really want to get involved in the war", Kerry said in a book of Vietnam reminiscences published in 1986. "When I signed up for the swift boats, they had very little to do with the war. They were engaged in coastal patrolling and that's what I thought I was going to be doing."[23] However, his second choice of billet was on a river patrol boat, or " PBR[image: External link]", which at the time was serving a more dangerous duty on the rivers of Vietnam.[22]
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 Military honors




During the night of December 2 and early morning of December 3, 1968, Kerry was in charge of a small boat operating near a peninsula north of Cam Ranh Bay[image: External link] together with a Swift boat (PCF-60). According to Kerry and the two crewmen who accompanied him that night, Patrick Runyon and William Zaladonis, they surprised a group of Vietnamese men unloading sampans[image: External link] at a river crossing, who began running and failed to obey an order to stop. As the men fled, Kerry and his crew opened fire on the sampans and destroyed them, then rapidly left. During this encounter, Kerry received a shrapnel wound in the left arm above the elbow. It was for this injury that Kerry received his first Purple Heart Medal[image: External link].[24]

Kerry received his second Purple Heart for a wound received in action on the Bồ Đề River[image: External link] on February 20, 1969. The plan had been for the Swift boats to be accompanied by support helicopters. On the way up the Bo De, however, the helicopters were attacked. As the Swift boats reached the Cửa Lớn River[image: External link], Kerry's boat was hit by a B-40 rocket[image: External link] (rocket propelled grenade round), and a piece of shrapnel[image: External link] hit Kerry's left leg, wounding him. Thereafter, enemy fire ceased and his boat reached the Gulf of Thailand[image: External link] safely. Kerry continues to have shrapnel embedded in his left thigh because the doctors that first treated him decided to remove the damaged tissue and close the wound with sutures[image: External link] rather than make a wide opening to remove the shrapnel.[25] Though wounded like several others earlier that day, Kerry did not lose any time off from duty.[26][27]
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 Silver Star




Eight days later, on February 28, 1969, came the events for which Kerry was awarded his Silver Star Medal[image: External link]. On this occasion, Kerry was in tactical command of his Swift boat and two other Swift boats during a combat operation. Their mission on the Duong Keo River included bringing an underwater demolition team and dozens of South Vietnamese Marines to destroy enemy sampans[image: External link], structures and bunkers as described in the story The Death Of PCF 43.[28] Running into heavy small arms fire from the river banks, Kerry "directed the units to turn to the beach and charge the Viet Cong[image: External link] positions" and he "expertly directed" his boat's fire causing the enemy to flee while at the same time coordinating the insertion of the ninety South Vietnamese troops (according to the original medal citation signed by Admiral Zumwalt). Moving a short distance upstream, Kerry's boat was the target of a B-40 rocket round; Kerry charged the enemy positions and as his boat hove to[image: External link] and beached[image: External link], a Viet Cong ("VC") insurgent armed with a rocket launcher emerged from a spider hole[image: External link] and ran. While the boat's gunner opened fire, wounding the VC in the leg, and while the other boats approached and offered cover fire, Kerry jumped from the boat to pursue the VC insurgent, subsequently killing him and capturing his loaded rocket launcher.[29][30][31]

Kerry's commanding officer, Lieutenant Commander[image: External link] George Elliott, stated to Douglas Brinkley[image: External link] in 2003 that he did not know whether to court-martial Kerry for beaching the boat without orders or give him a medal for saving the crew. Elliott recommended Kerry for the Silver Star, and Zumwalt flew into An Thoi to personally award medals to Kerry and the rest of the sailors involved in the mission. The Navy's account of Kerry's actions is presented in the original medal citation[image: External link] signed by Zumwalt. The engagement was documented in an after-action report, a press release written on March 1, 1969, and a historical summary dated March 17, 1969.[32]
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 Bronze Star




On March 13, 1969, on the Bái Háp River, Kerry was in charge of one of five Swift boats that were returning to their base after performing an Operation Sealords[image: External link] mission to transport South Vietnamese troops from the garrison at Cái Nước[image: External link] and MIKE Force[image: External link] advisors for a raid on a Vietcong camp located on the Rach Dong Cung canal. Earlier in the day, Kerry received a slight shrapnel wound in the buttocks from blowing up a rice bunker. Debarking some but not all of the passengers at a small village, the boats approached a fishing weir[image: External link]; one group of boats went around to the left of the weir, hugging the shore, and a group with Kerry's PCF-94 boat went around to the right, along the shoreline. A mine was detonated directly beneath the lead boat, PCF-3, as it crossed the weir to the left, lifting PCF-3 "about 2-3 ft out of water".[33]

James Rassmann[image: External link], a Green Beret[image: External link] advisor who was aboard Kerry's PCF-94, was knocked overboard when, according to witnesses and the documentation of the event, a mine or rocket exploded close to the boat. According to the documentation for the event, Kerry's arm was injured when he was thrown against a bulkhead during the explosion. PCF 94 returned to the scene and Kerry rescued Rassmann who was receiving sniper fire from the water. Kerry received the Bronze Star Medal[image: External link] with Combat "V"[image: External link] for "heroic achievement", for his actions during this incident; he also received his third Purple Heart.[34]
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 Return from Vietnam




After Kerry's third qualifying wound, he was entitled per Navy regulations to reassignment away from combat duties. Kerry's preferred choice for reassignment was as a military aide in Boston, New York City[image: External link] or Washington, D.C.[image: External link][35] On April 11, 1969, he reported to the Brooklyn[image: External link]-based Atlantic Military Sea Transportation Service[image: External link], where he would remain on active duty for the following year as a personal aide to an officer, Rear Admiral Walter Schlech. On January 1, 1970, Kerry was temporarily promoted to full Lieutenant[image: External link].[36] Kerry had agreed to an extension of his active duty obligation from December 1969 to August 1970 in order to perform Swift Boat duty.[37][38] John Kerry was on active duty in the United States Navy from August 1966 until January 1970. He continued to serve in the Naval Reserve until February 1978.[39]
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 Controversy




Main article: John Kerry military service controversy[image: External link]


With the continuing controversy[image: External link] that had surrounded the military service of George W. Bush since the 2000 Presidential election[image: External link] (when he was accused of having used his father's political influence to gain entrance to the Texas Air National Guard[image: External link], thereby protecting himself from conscription into the United States Army[image: External link], and possible service in the Vietnam War), John Kerry's contrasting status as a decorated Vietnam War veteran posed a problem for Bush's re-election campaign, which Republicans sought to counter by calling Kerry's war record into question. As the presidential campaign of 2004 developed, approximately 250 members of a group called Swift Boat Veterans for Truth[image: External link] (SBVT, later renamed Swift Vets and POWs for Truth) opposed Kerry's campaign. The group held press conferences, ran ads and endorsed a book questioning Kerry's service record and his military awards. The group included several members of Kerry's unit, such as Larry Thurlow, who commanded a swift boat alongside of Kerry's,[40] and Stephen Gardner, who served on Kerry's boat.[41] The campaign inspired the widely used political pejorative ' swiftboating[image: External link]', to describe an unfair or untrue political attack.[42] Most of Kerry's former crewmates have stated that SBVT's allegations are false.[43]
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 Anti-war activism (1970–1971)




Main article: Vietnam Veterans Against the War[image: External link]


After returning to the United States, Kerry joined the Vietnam Veterans Against the War[image: External link] (VVAW). Then numbering about 20,000,[44] VVAW was considered by some (including the administration of President Richard Nixon) to be an effective, if controversial, component of the antiwar movement.[45] Kerry participated in the "Winter Soldier Investigation[image: External link]" conducted by VVAW of U.S. atrocities in Vietnam, and he appears in a film by that name that documents the investigation.[46] According to Nixon Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird[image: External link], "I didn't approve of what he did, but I understood the protesters quite well", and he declined two requests from the Navy to court martial Reserve Lieutenant Kerry over his antiwar activity.[47]

On April 22, 1971, Kerry appeared before a U.S. Senate committee hearing on proposals relating to ending the war. The day after this testimony, Kerry participated in a demonstration with thousands of other veterans in which he and other Vietnam War veterans threw their medals and service ribbons over a fence erected at the front steps of the United States Capitol[image: External link] building to dramatize their opposition to the war. Jack Smith, a Marine[image: External link], read a statement explaining why the veterans were returning their military awards to the government. For more than two hours, almost 1000 angry veterans tossed their medals, ribbons, hats, jackets, and military papers over the fence. Each veteran gave his or her name, hometown, branch of service and a statement. Kerry threw some of his own decorations and awards as well as some given to him by other veterans to throw. As Kerry threw his decorations over the fence, his statement was: "I'm not doing this for any violent reasons, but for peace and justice, and to try and make this country wake up once and for all."[48]

Kerry was arrested on May 30, 1971, during a VVAW march to honor American POWs[image: External link] held captive by North Vietnam[image: External link]. The march was planned as a multi-day event from Concord[image: External link] to Boston, and while in Lexington[image: External link], participants tried to camp on the village green. At 2:30 a.m., local and state police arrested 441 demonstrators, including Kerry, for trespassing. All were given the Miranda Warning[image: External link] and were hauled away on school buses to spend the night at the Lexington Public Works Garage. Kerry and the other protesters later paid a $5 fine, and were released. The mass arrests caused a community backlash and ended up giving positive coverage to the VVAW.[49][50][51]
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 Early political career (1972–1985)
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 1972 Congressional election




In 1970, Kerry had considered running for Congress in the Democratic primary against hawkish Democrat Philip J. Philbin[image: External link] of Massachusetts's 3rd congressional district[image: External link], but deferred in favour of Robert Drinan[image: External link], a Jesuit priest and anti-war activist, who went on to defeat Philbin.[52] In February 1972, Kerry's wife bought a house in Worcester[image: External link], with Kerry intending to run against the 4th district's[image: External link] ageing thirteen-term incumbent Democrat, Harold Donohue[image: External link].[52] The couple never moved in. After Republican Congressman F. Bradford Morse[image: External link] of the neighbouring 5th district[image: External link] announced his retirement and then resignation to become Under-Secretary-General for Political and General Assembly Affairs[image: External link] at the United Nations[image: External link]. The couple instead rented an apartment in Lowell[image: External link], so that Kerry could run to succeed him.[52]

Including Kerry, the Democratic primary race had 10 candidates, including attorney Paul J. Sheehy[image: External link], State Representative Anthony R. DiFruscia, John J. Desmond and Robert B. Kennedy[image: External link]. Kerry ran a "very expensive, sophisticated campaign", financed by out-of-state backers and supported by many young volunteers.[52] DiFruscia's campaign headquarters shared the same building as Kerry's. On the eve of the September 19 primary, police found Kerry's younger brother Cameron[image: External link] and campaign field director Thomas J. Vallely, breaking into where the building's telephone lines were located. They were arrested and charged with "breaking and entering[image: External link] with the intent to commit grand larceny[image: External link]", but the charges were dropped a year later. At the time of the incident, DiFruscia alleged that the two were trying to disrupt his get-out-the vote efforts. Vallely and Cameron Kerry maintained that they were only checking their own telephone lines because they had received an anonymous call warning that the Kerry lines would be cut.[52]

Despite the arrests, Kerry won the primary with 20,771 votes (27.56%). Sheehy came second with 15,641 votes (20.75%), followed by DiFruscia with 12,222 votes (16.22%), Desmond with 10,213 votes (13.55%) and Kennedy with 5,632 votes (7.47%). The remaining 10,891 votes were split amongst the other five candidates, with 1970 nominee Richard Williams coming last with just 1,706 votes (2.26%).[52][53]

In the general election, Kerry was initially favored to defeat the Republican candidate, former State Representative Paul W. Cronin[image: External link], and conservative Democrat Roger P. Durkin, who ran as an Independent. A week after the primary, one poll put Kerry 26-points ahead of Cronin.[52] His campaign called for a national health insurance system, discounted prescription drugs for the unemployed, a jobs programme to clean up the Merrimack River[image: External link] and rent controls in Lowell and Lawrence[image: External link]. A major obstacle, however, was the district's leading newspaper, the conservative[image: External link] The Sun[image: External link]. The paper editorialized against him. It also ran critical news stories about his out-of-state contributions and his " carpetbagging[image: External link]", because he had only moved into the district in April. Subsequently, released "Watergate" Oval Office tape recordings of the Nixon White House showed that defeating Kerry's candidacy had attracted the personal attention of President Nixon.[54] Kerry himself asserts that Nixon sent operatives to Lowell to help derail his campaign.[52]

The race was the most expensive for Congress in the country that year[52] and four days before the general election, Durkin withdrew and endorsed Cronin, hoping to see Kerry defeated.[55] The week before, a poll had put Kerry 10 points ahead of Cronin, with Dukin on 13%.[52] In the final days of the campaign, Kerry sensed that it was "slipping away" and Cronin emerged victorious by 110,970 votes (53.45%) to Kerry's 92,847 (44.72%).[56] After his defeat, Kerry lamented in a letter to supporters that "for two solid weeks, [The Sun] called me un-American, New Left antiwar agitator, unpatriotic, and labeled me every other 'un-' and 'anti-' that they could find. It's hard to believe that one newspaper could be so powerful, but they were."[52] He later felt that his failure to respond directly to The Sun's attacks cost him the race.[52]
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 Law career




After Kerry's 1972 defeat, he and his wife bought a house in Belvidere, Lowell,[57] entering a decade which his brother Cameron later called "the years in exile".[52] He spent some time working as a fundraiser for the Cooperative for Assistance and Relief Everywhere[image: External link] (CARE), an international humanitarian organization.[58] In September 1973, he entered Boston College Law School[image: External link].[59] While studying, Kerry worked as a talk radio host on WBZ[image: External link] and, in July 1974, was named executive director of Mass Action, a Massachusetts advocacy association.[52][60]

Kerry received his Juris Doctor (J.D.) from Boston College in 1976.[61] While in law school he had been a student prosecutor in the office of the District Attorney[image: External link] of Middlesex County[image: External link], John J. Droney.[62] After passing the bar exam and being admitted to the Massachusetts bar in 1976, he went to work in that office as a full-time prosecutor.[63]

In January 1977, Droney promoted him to First Assistant District Attorney, essentially making Kerry his campaign and media surrogate because Droney was afflicted with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis[image: External link] (ALS, or Lou Gehrig[image: External link]'s Disease). As First Assistant, Kerry tried cases, which included winning convictions in a high-profile rape case and a murder. He also played a role in administering the office, including initiating the creation of special white-collar and organized crime units, creating programs to address the problems of rape and other crime victims and witnesses, and managing trial calendars to reflect case priorities.[64] It was in this role in 1978 that Kerry announced an investigation into possible criminal charges against then Senator Edward Brooke[image: External link], regarding "misstatements" in his first divorce trial.[65] The inquiry ended with no charges being brought after investigators and prosecutors determined that Brooke's misstatements were pertinent to the case, but were not material enough to have affected the outcome.[66]

Droney's health was poor and Kerry had decided to run for his position in the 1978 election should Droney drop out. However, Droney was re-elected and his health improved; he went on to re-assume many of the duties that he had delegated to Kerry.[52] Kerry thus decided to leave, departing in 1979 with assistant DA Roanne Sragow to set up their own law firm.[52][64] Kerry also worked as a commentator for WCVB-TV[image: External link] and co-founded a bakery, Kilvert & Forbes Ltd., with businessman and former Kennedy[image: External link] aide K. Dun Gifford.[52]
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 Lieutenant Governor of Massachusetts




In 1982, Lieutenant Governor of Massachusetts[image: External link] Thomas P. O'Neill III[image: External link] declined to seek a third term to run for Governor of Massachusetts[image: External link], though he would fall foul of the state Democratic Party's rule changes and failed to make the ballot.[67] Kerry declared his candidacy, entering the primary election alongside Massachusetts Secretary of Environmental Affairs Evelyn Murphy[image: External link], State Senator Samuel Rotondi[image: External link], State Representative Lou Nickinello[image: External link] and Lois Pines[image: External link].[68]

Kerry won the nomination with 325,890 votes (29%) to Murphy's 286,378 (25.48%), Rotondi's 228,086 (20.29%), Nickinello's 150,829 (13.42%) and Pines' 132,734 (11.81%).[69] In the concurrent gubernatorial primary, former Governor Michael Dukakis defeated incumbent Governor Edward J. King[image: External link].[70] The Dukakis/Kerry ticket defeated the Republican ticket of John W. Sears[image: External link] and Leon Lombardi[image: External link] in the general election[image: External link] by 1,219,109 votes (61.92%) to 749,679 (38.08%).[71][72]

As Lieutenant Governor, Kerry led meetings of the Massachusetts Governor's Council[image: External link].[73] Dukakis also delegated other tasks to Kerry, including serving as the state's liaison to the federal government.[74] He was also active on environmental issues, including combating acid rain[image: External link].[75]
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 1984 U.S. Senate election




The junior U.S. Senator from Massachusetts, Paul Tsongas, announced in 1984 that he would be stepping down for health reasons.[76] Kerry ran, and as in his 1982 race for Lieutenant Governor, he did not receive the endorsement of the party regulars at the state Democratic convention.[77] Congressman James Shannon[image: External link], a favorite of House Speaker[image: External link] Tip O'Neill, was the early favorite to win the nomination, and he "won broad establishment support and led in early polling."[78][79] Again as in 1982, however, Kerry prevailed in a close primary.[80]

In his general election campaign, Kerry promised to mix liberalism with tight budget controls. He defeated Republican Ray Shamie[image: External link] despite a nationwide landslide for the re-election of Republican President Ronald Reagan, for whom Massachusetts voted by a narrow margin.[81][82] In his victory speech, Kerry asserted that his win meant that the people of Massachusetts "emphatically reject the politics of selfishness and the notion that women must be treated as second-class citizens."[83]

Tsongas resigned on January 2, 1985, one day before the end of his term. Dukakis appointed Kerry to fill the vacancy, giving him seniority[image: External link] over other new senators who were sworn in on January 3, the scheduled start of their new terms.[84]
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 U.S. Senate (1985–2013)




See also: Sponsorship of legislation by John Kerry[image: External link]
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 Iran–Contra hearings




Main article: Kerry Committee report[image: External link]


On April 18, 1985, a few months after taking his Senate seat, Kerry and Senator Tom Harkin of Iowa[image: External link] traveled to Nicaragua[image: External link] and met the country's president, Daniel Ortega[image: External link]. Though Ortega had won internationally certified elections, the trip was criticized because Ortega and his leftist[image: External link] Sandinista[image: External link] government had strong ties to Cuba[image: External link] and the USSR[image: External link] and were accused of human rights abuses. The Sandinista government was opposed by the right-wing[image: External link] CIA[image: External link]-backed rebels known as the Contras[image: External link]. While in Nicaragua, Kerry and Harkin talked to people on both sides of the conflict. Through the senators, Ortega offered a cease-fire agreement in exchange for the U.S. dropping support of the Contras. The offer was denounced by the Reagan administration as a " propaganda[image: External link] initiative" designed to influence a House vote on a $14 million Contra aid package[image: External link], but Kerry said "I am willing..... to take the risk in the effort to put to test the good faith of the Sandinistas." The House voted down the Contra aid, but Ortega flew to Moscow to accept a $200 million loan the next day, which in part prompted the House to pass a larger $27 million aid package six weeks later.[85]

Meanwhile, Kerry's staff began their own investigations and, on October 14, issued a report that exposed illegal activities on the part of Lieutenant Colonel[image: External link] Oliver North[image: External link], who had set up a private network involving the National Security Council[image: External link] and the CIA to deliver military equipment to right-wing Nicaraguan rebels (Contras). In effect, North and certain members of the President's administration were accused by Kerry's report of illegally funding and supplying armed militants without the authorization of Congress. Kerry's staff investigation, based on a year-long inquiry and interviews with fifty unnamed sources, is said to raise "serious questions about whether the United States has abided by the law in its handling of the contras over the past three years."[86]

The Kerry Committee report[image: External link] found that "the Contra drug links included..... payments to drug traffickers by the U.S. State Department of funds authorized by the Congress for humanitarian assistance to the Contras, in some cases after the traffickers had been indicted by federal law enforcement agencies on drug charges, in others while traffickers were under active investigation by these same agencies."[87] The U.S. State Department paid over $806,000 to known drug traffickers to carry humanitarian assistance to the Contras.[88] Kerry's findings provoked little reaction in the media and official Washington.[89]

The Kerry report was a precursor to the Iran–Contra affair[image: External link]. On May 4, 1989, North was convicted of charges relating to the Iran/Contra controversy, including three felonies. On September 16, 1991, however, North's convictions were overturned on appeal.[90]
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 George H. W. Bush administration




On November 15, 1988, at a businessmen's breakfast in East Lynn[image: External link], Massachusetts, Kerry made a joke about then- President-elect[image: External link] George H. W. Bush and his running mate, saying "if Bush is shot, the Secret Service has orders to shoot Dan Quayle." He apologized the following day.[91]

During their investigation of Noriega, Kerry's staff found reason to believe that the Pakistan[image: External link]-based Bank of Credit and Commerce International[image: External link] (BCCI) had facilitated Noriega's drug trafficking and money laundering[image: External link]. This led to a separate inquiry into BCCI, and as a result, banking regulators shut down BCCI in 1991. In December 1992, Kerry and Senator Hank Brown[image: External link], a Republican from Colorado, released The BCCI Affair, a report on the BCCI scandal. The report showed that the bank was crooked and was working with terrorists[image: External link], including Abu Nidal[image: External link]. It blasted the Department of Justice[image: External link], the Department of the Treasury[image: External link], the Customs Service[image: External link], the Federal Reserve Bank[image: External link], as well as influential lobbyists[image: External link] and the CIA.[92]

Kerry was criticized by some Democrats for having pursued his own party members, including former Secretary of Defense[image: External link] Clark Clifford[image: External link], although Republicans said he should have pressed against some Democrats even harder. The BCCI scandal was later turned over to the Manhattan District Attorney[image: External link]'s office.[93]
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 Precursors to presidential bid




See also: Massachusetts United States Senate election, 1996[image: External link] and United States presidential election, 2000[image: External link]


In 1996, Kerry faced a difficult re-election fight against Governor William Weld[image: External link], a popular Republican incumbent who had been re-elected in 1994 with 71% of the vote. The race was covered nationwide as one of the most closely watched Senate races that year. Kerry and Weld held several debates and negotiated a campaign spending cap of $6.9 million at Kerry's Beacon Hill[image: External link] townhouse. Both candidates spent more than the cap, with each camp accusing the other of being first to break the agreement.[94] During the campaign, Kerry spoke briefly at the 1996 Democratic National Convention. Kerry won re-election with 53 percent to Weld's 45 percent.[95]

In the 2000 presidential election, Kerry found himself close to being chosen as the vice presidential running mate.[96]

A release from the presidential campaign of presumptive Democratic nominee Al Gore listed Kerry on the short list to be selected as the vice-presidential nominee, along with North Carolina Senator John Edwards, Indiana Senator Evan Bayh, Missouri Congressman Richard Gephardt[image: External link], New Hampshire Governor Jeanne Shaheen[image: External link] and Connecticut Senator Joe Lieberman.[97]
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 "You get stuck in Iraq" controversy




On October 30, 2006, Kerry was a headline speaker at a campaign rally being held for Democratic California gubernatorial candidate[image: External link] Phil Angelides[image: External link] at Pasadena City College[image: External link] in Pasadena, California[image: External link]. Speaking to an audience composed mainly of college students, Kerry said, "You know, education, if you make the most of it, you study hard, you do your homework and you make an effort to be smart, you can do well. If you don't, you get stuck in Iraq."[98]

The day after the remarks were made public, leaders from both sides of the political spectrum criticized Kerry's remarks, which he said were a botched joke. Republicans including President George W. Bush, Senator John McCain and then-Speaker of the House Dennis Hastert[image: External link], said that Kerry's comments were insulting to American military forces fighting in Iraq. Democratic Representative Harold Ford, Jr.[image: External link] called on Kerry to apologize.[99]

Kerry initially stated: "Let me make it crystal clear, as crystal clear as I know how. I apologize to no one for my criticism of the president and of his broken policy."[100] Kerry also responded to criticism from George W. Bush and Dick Cheney.[101]

Kerry said that he had intended the remark as a jab at President Bush, and described the remarks as a "botched joke",[102] having inadvertently left out the key word "us" (which would have been, "If you don't, you get us stuck in Iraq"), as well as leaving the phrase "just ask President Bush" off of the end of the sentence. In Kerry's prepared remarks, which he released during the ensuing media frenzy, the corresponding line was "... you end up getting us stuck in a war in Iraq. Just ask President Bush." He also said that from the context of the speech which, prior to the "stuck in Iraq" line, made several specific references to Bush and elements of his biography, that Kerry was referring to President Bush and not American troops in general.[103]

After two days of media coverage, citing a desire not to be a diversion, Kerry apologized to those who took offense at what he called the misinterpretation of his comment.[104]
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 Afghanistan/Pakistan




Kerry "has emerged in the past few years as an important envoy for Afghanistan and Pakistan during times of crisis," a Washington Post report stated in May 2011, as Kerry undertook another trip to the two countries. The killing of Osama bin Laden "has generated perhaps the most important crossroads yet," the report continued, as the senator spoke at a press conference and prepared to fly from Kabul[image: External link] to Pakistan.[105] Among matters discussed during the May visit to Pakistan, under the general rubric of "recalibrating" the bilateral relationship, Kerry sought and retrieved from the Pakistanis the tail-section of the U.S. helicopter[image: External link] which had had to be abandoned at Abbottabad[image: External link] during the bin Laden strike.[106] In 2013, Kerry met with Pakistan's army chief Gen. Ashfaq Parvez Kayani[image: External link] to discuss the peace process with the Taliban[image: External link] in Afghanistan.[107]
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 Voting record
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 Overall




Most analyses place Kerry's voting record on the left within the Senate Democratic caucus.[108] During the 2004 presidential election he was portrayed as a staunch liberal[image: External link] by conservative groups and the Bush campaign, who often noted that in 2003 Kerry was rated the National Journal[image: External link]'s top Senate liberal. However, that rating was based only upon voting on legislation within that past year. In fact, in terms of career voting records, the National Journal found that Kerry is the 11th most liberal member of the Senate. Most analyses find that Kerry is at least slightly more liberal than the typical Democratic Senator. Kerry has stated that he opposes privatizing Social Security[image: External link], supports abortion[image: External link] rights for adult women and minors, supports same-sex marriage[image: External link], opposes capital punishment[image: External link] except for terrorists[image: External link], supports most gun control laws[image: External link], and is generally a supporter of trade agreements. Kerry supported the North American Free Trade Agreement and Most Favored Nation[image: External link] status for China, but opposed the Central American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In July 1997 Kerry joined his Senate colleagues in voting against ratification of the Kyoto Treaty[image: External link] on global warming without greenhouse gas emissions limits on nations deemed developing, including India and China.[109] Since then, Kerry has attacked President Bush, charging him with opposition to international efforts to combat global warming.[110]

On October 1, 2008, Kerry voted for Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008[image: External link], also known as the TARP[image: External link] bailout.[111]
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 Iraq




In the lead up to the Iraq War[image: External link], Kerry said on October 9, 2002; "I will be voting to give the President of the United States the authority to use force, if necessary, to disarm Saddam Hussein because I believe that a deadly arsenal of weapons of mass destruction in his hands is a real and grave threat to our security." Bush relied on that resolution in ordering the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link]. Kerry also gave a January 23, 2003 speech to Georgetown University saying "Without question, we need to disarm Saddam Hussein. He is a brutal, murderous dictator; leading an oppressive regime he presents a particularly grievous threat because he is so consistently prone to miscalculation. So the threat of Saddam Hussein with weapons of mass destruction is real." Kerry did, however, warn that the administration should exhaust its diplomatic avenues before launching war: "Mr. President, do not rush to war, take the time to build the coalition, because it's not winning the war that's hard, it's winning the peace that's hard."[112]

After the invasion of Iraq, when no weapons of mass destruction[image: External link] were found, Kerry strongly criticized Bush, contending that he had misled the country: "When the President of the United States looks at you and tells you something, there should be some trust."[113]
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 Leadership




Kerry chaired the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs[image: External link] from 1991 to 1993. The committee's report, which Kerry endorsed, stated there was "no compelling evidence that proves that any American remains alive in captivity in Southeast Asia."[114] In 1994 the Senate passed a resolution, sponsored by Kerry and fellow Vietnam veteran John McCain, that called for an end to the existing trade embargo against Vietnam; it was intended to pave the way for normalization.[115] In 1995, President Bill Clinton normalized diplomatic relations with the country of Vietnam.[116]

Kerry was the chairman of the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee from 1987 to 1989. He was reelected to the Senate in 1990[image: External link], 1996[image: External link] (after winning re-election against the then-Governor of Massachusetts[image: External link] Republican William Weld[image: External link]), 2002[image: External link], and 2008[image: External link]. In January 2009, Kerry replaced Joe Biden as the chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee[image: External link].[117]

As a role model for campus leaders across the nation and strong advocate for global development, Kerry was honored by the Millennium Campus Network (MCN) as a Global Generation Award winner[image: External link] in 2011.[118][119]
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 Committee assignments




During his tenure, Kerry served on four Senate committees and nine subcommittees:


	
Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Aviation Operations, Safety, and Security[image: External link]

	
Subcommittee on Communications, Technology, and the Internet[image: External link] (Chairman)

	Subcommittee on Competitiveness, Innovation, and Export Promotion[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Oceans, Atmosphere, Fisheries, and Coast Guard[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Science and Space[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Surface Transportation and Merchant Marine Infrastructure, Safety, and Security[image: External link]





	
Committee on Finance[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Health Care[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Energy, Natural Resources, and Infrastructure[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on International Trade, Customs, and Global Competitiveness[image: External link]





	
Committee on Foreign Relations[image: External link] (Chairman 2009-2013)

	Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship[image: External link]

	Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe

	Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction[image: External link]
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 Caucus memberships





	Congressional Bicameral High-Speed and Intercity Rail Caucus

	Congressional Internet Caucus

	Congressional Vietnam-Era Veterans Caucus (Co-Chair)

	International Conservation Caucus[image: External link]

	Senate Prosecutors Caucus (Co-Chair)

	Senate Oceans Caucus[image: External link]
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 Seniority




Main article: Seniority in the United States Senate[image: External link]


From the beginning of the 113th United States Congress[image: External link] until his resignation, Kerry ranked as the 7th most senior U.S. Senator. Due to the longevity[image: External link] of Ted Kennedy's service, Kerry was the most senior junior Senator in the 111th United States Congress[image: External link]. On Tuesday, August 25, 2009, Kerry became the senior senator from Massachusetts following Ted Kennedy's death.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 2004 presidential campaign




Main articles: United States presidential election, 2004[image: External link]; John Kerry presidential campaign, 2004[image: External link]; and 2004 United States presidential election controversy and irregularities[image: External link]


In the 2004 Democratic presidential primaries[image: External link], John Kerry defeated several Democratic rivals, including Sen. John Edwards (D-North Carolina.), former Vermont Governor Howard Dean and retired Army[image: External link] General Wesley Clark. His victory in the Iowa caucuses is widely believed to be the tipping point where Kerry revived his sagging campaign in New Hampshire and the February 3, 2004, primary states like Arizona, South Carolina and New Mexico. Kerry then went on to win landslide victories in Nevada and Wisconsin. Kerry thus won the Democratic nomination to run for President of the United States against incumbent George W. Bush. On July 6, 2004, he announced his selection of John Edwards as his running mate. Democratic strategist Bob Shrum[image: External link], who was Kerry's 2004 campaign adviser, wrote an article in Time magazine claiming that after the election, Kerry had said that he wished he had never picked Edwards, and that the two have since stopped speaking to each other.[120] In a subsequent appearance on ABC's This Week, Kerry refused to respond to Shrum's allegation, calling it a "ridiculous waste of time."[121]

During his bid to be elected president in 2004[image: External link], Kerry frequently criticized President George W. Bush for starting the Iraq War[image: External link].[122] While Kerry had initially voted in support of authorizing President Bush to use force in dealing with Saddam Hussein, he voted against an $87 billion supplemental appropriations bill to pay for the subsequent war. His statement on March 16, 2004, "I actually did vote for the $87 billion before I voted against it," helped the Bush campaign to paint him as a flip-flopper and has been cited as contributing to Kerry's defeat.[123]

On November 3, 2004, Kerry conceded the race. Kerry won 59.03 million votes, or 48.3 percent of the popular vote; Bush won 62.04 million votes, or 50.7 percent of the popular vote. Kerry carried states with a total of 252 electoral votes[image: External link]. One Kerry elector voted for Kerry's running mate, Edwards, so in the final tally Kerry had 251 electoral votes to Bush's 286.[124]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Later presidential election activities




Immediately after the 2004 election, some Democrats mentioned Kerry as a possible contender for the 2008 Democratic nomination. His brother had said such a campaign was "conceivable", and Kerry himself reportedly said at a farewell party for his 2004 campaign staff, "There's always another four years."[125]

Kerry established a separate political action committee[image: External link], Keeping America's Promise, which declared as its mandate "A Democratic Congress will restore accountability to Washington and help change a disastrous course in Iraq",[126] and raised money and channeled contributions to Democratic candidates in state and federal races.[127] Through Keeping America's Promise in 2005, Kerry raised over $5.5 million for other Democrats up and down the ballot. Through his campaign account and his political action committee, the Kerry campaign operation generated more than $10 million for various party committees and 179 candidates for the U.S. House, Senate, state and local offices in 42 states focusing on the midterm elections during the 2006 election cycle.[128] "Cumulatively, John Kerry has done as much if not more than any other individual senator", Hassan Nemazee, the national finance chairman of the DSCC said.[129]

On January 10, 2008, Kerry endorsed Illinois Senator Barack Obama for president.[130] He was mentioned as a possible vice presidential candidate for Senator Obama, although fellow Senator Joe Biden was eventually chosen. After Biden's acceptance of the vice presidential nomination, speculation arose that John Kerry would be a candidate for Secretary of State in the Obama administration.[131] However, Senator Hillary Clinton was offered the position.[132]

During the 2012 Obama reelection campaign, Kerry participated in one-on-one debate prep with the president, impersonating the Republican candidate Mitt Romney.[133]
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 Secretary of State (2013–2017)
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 Nomination




On December 15, 2012, several news outlets reported that President Barack Obama would nominate Kerry to succeed Hillary Clinton as Secretary of State,[134][135] after Susan Rice[image: External link], widely seen as Obama's preferred choice, withdrew her name from consideration citing a politicized confirmation process following criticism of her response to the 2012 Benghazi attack[image: External link].[136] On December 21, Obama proposed the nomination[137][138] which received positive commentary. His confirmation hearing took place on January 24, 2013, before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, the same panel where he first testified in 1971.[139][140] The committee unanimously voted to approve him on January 29, 2013, and the same day the full Senate confirmed him on a vote of 94–3.[141][142] In a letter to Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick[image: External link], Kerry announced his resignation from the Senate[image: External link] effective February 1.[143]
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 Tenure




Kerry was sworn in as Secretary of State on February 1, 2013.[144]

After six months of rigorous diplomacy within the Middle East[image: External link], Secretary Kerry was able to have Israeli[image: External link] and Palestinian[image: External link] negotiators agree to start the 2013–14 Israeli–Palestinian peace talks[image: External link]. Senior U.S. officials stated the two sides were able to meet on July 30, 2013 at the State Department without American mediators[image: External link] following a dinner the previous evening hosted by Kerry.[145]

On September 27, 2013, he met with the Iranian[image: External link] Foreign Minister[image: External link] Mohammad Javad Zarif[image: External link] during the P5+1[image: External link] and Iran summit, which eventually led to the JCPOA[image: External link] nuclear agreement. It was the highest-level direct contact between the United States and Iran in the last six years, and made him the first U.S. Secretary of State to have met with his Iranian counterpart since 1979 Iranian Revolution[image: External link].[146][147][148]

In the State Department, Kerry quickly earned a reputation "for being aloof, keeping to himself, and not bothering to read staff memos." Career State Department officials have complained that power has become too centralized under Kerry's leadership, which slows department operations when Kerry is on one of his frequent overseas trips. Others in State describe Kerry as having "a kind of diplomatic attention deficit disorder" as he shifts from topic to topic instead of focusing on long-term strategy. When asked whether he was traveling too much, he responded, "Hell no. I'm not slowing down." Despite Kerry's early achievements, morale at State is lower than under Hillary Clinton according to department employees.[149] However, after Kerry's first six months in the State Department, a Gallup poll found he had high approval ratings among Americans as Secretary of State.[150] After a year, another poll showed Kerry's favorability continued to rise.[151] Less than two years into Kerry's term, the Foreign Policy Magazine's 2014 Ivory Tower survey of international relations scholars asked, "Who was the most effective U.S. Secretary of State in the past 50 years?"; John Kerry and Lawrence Eagleburger[image: External link] tied for 11th place out of the 15 confirmed Secretaries of State in that period.[152][153]

In January 2014, having met with Secretary of State, Archbishop[image: External link] Pietro Parolin[image: External link], Kerry said "We touched on just about every major issue that we are both working on, that are issues of concern to all of us. First of all, we talked at great length about Syria, and I was particularly appreciative for the Archbishop’s raising this issue, and equally grateful for the Holy Father’s comments – the Pope's comments yesterday regarding his support for the Geneva II process. We welcome that support. It is very important to have broad support, and I know that the Pope is particularly concerned about the massive numbers of displaced human beings and the violence that has taken over 130,000 lives".[154]

Kerry expressed support for Israel's right to defend itself during the 2014 Israel–Gaza conflict[image: External link].[155]

Kerry said the United States supported the Saudi Arabian-led intervention in Yemen[image: External link] because Saudi Arabia[image: External link], an ally, was threatened "very directly" by the takeover of neighboring Yemen by the Houthis[image: External link], but noted that the United States would not reflexively support Saudi Arabia’s proxy wars against Iran.[156]

On December 28, 2016, soon after United Nations Security Council Resolution 2334[image: External link] passed 14-0 with the U.S. abstaining, Kerry joined the rest of the U.N. Security Council[image: External link] in strongly criticizing Israel's settlement policies[image: External link] in a speech.[157] His speech and criticisms met negative reactions from Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link],[158] while UK Prime Minister Theresa May[image: External link] distanced the UK from Kerry’s strongly worded speech in what appeared to be an attempt to build bridges with the incoming Trump administration.[159] Kerry's speech received positive reactions from Arab nations, but some criticized his remarks as too little, too late from the outgoing administration.[160]
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 Syria




Following the August 21, 2013, chemical weapons attack on the Ghouta suburbs of Damascus[image: External link] attributed to Syrian government forces, Kerry became a leading advocate for the use of military force against the Syrian government for what he called "a despot's brutal and flagrant use of chemical weapons."[161]

Kerry said on September 9 in response to a reporter's question about whether Syrian President Bashar al-Assad[image: External link] could avert a military strike: "He could turn over every single bit of his chemical weapons to the international community in the next week. Turn it over, all of it, without delay, and allow a full and total accounting for that. But he isn't about to do it, and it can't be done, obviously." This unscripted remark initiated a process that would lead to Syria agreeing to relinquish and destroy its chemical weapons arsenal, as Russia treated Kerry's statement as a serious proposal. Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov[image: External link] said Russia would work "immediately" to convince Syria relinquish and destroy its large chemical weapons arsenal.[162][163][164][165] Syria quickly welcomed this proposal and on September 14, the UN formally accepted Syria's application to join the convention banning chemical weapons, and separately, the U.S. and Russia agreed on a plan to eliminate Syria's chemical weapons by the middle of 2014, leading Kerry to declare on July 20, 2014: "we struck a deal where we got 100 percent of the chemical weapons out."[166] On September 28, the UN Security Council passed a resolution ordering the destruction of Syria's chemical weapons and condemning the August 21 Ghouta attack.[167]
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 Latin America




In a speech before the Organization of American States[image: External link] in November 2013, Kerry remarked that the era of the Monroe Doctrine[image: External link] was over. He went on to explain, "The relationship that we seek and that we have worked hard to foster is not about a United States declaration about how and when it will intervene in the affairs of other American states. It's about all of our countries viewing one another as equals, sharing responsibilities, cooperating on security issues, and adhering not to doctrine, but to the decisions that we make as partners to advance the values and the interests that we share."[168]
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 Environmentalism




Kerry has had a long-standing concern with environmentalism as a global issue. In April 2016, he signed the Paris Climate Accords[image: External link] at the United Nations in New York.[169]

On November 11, 2016, Kerry became the first Secretary of State and highest-ranking U.S. official to date to visit Antarctica[image: External link]. Kerry spent two days on the continent meeting with researchers and staying overnight at McMurdo Station[image: External link].[170]

In 1994, Kerry led opposition to continued funding for the Integral Fast Reactor[image: External link], which resulting in the end of funding for the project.[171] However, in light of increasing concerns regarding climate change, in 2017 Kerry reversed his position on nuclear power, saying "Given this challenge we face today, and given the progress of fourth generation nuclear: go for it. No other alternative, zero emissions."[172]
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 Global Connect initiative




In September 2015, the U.S. Department of State unveiled a new initiative called "Global Connect" which seeks to provide internet access to over 1.5 billion people around the world who do not have online connectivity by year 2020.[173] In 2016, in partnership with OPIC[image: External link], Kerry announced an investment of $171 million to enable "a low-cost and rapidly scalable wireless broadband network in India". OPIC’s financing is aimed at helping its Indian Partner, Tikona Digital Networks[image: External link], to provide Internet through wireless technology.[174][175][176]
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 Post Obama Administration




Kerry retired from his diplomatic work following the end of the Obama administration on January 20, 2017.[177] He did not attend Donald Trump's inauguration[image: External link] on that day, and the following day took part in the 2017 Women's March[image: External link] in Washington D.C.[178] Kerry took a strong stand against Trump policies. As part of that trend, he submitted a legal opinion overruling the new president's policy of banning entry of persons from seven Muslim countries.[179]
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 Writing his memoirs




According to news reports, Kerry intends to write his memoirs, which is due to come out in 2018.[180]
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 Homes




In April 2017, Kerry purchased a 18-acre property on the northwest corner of Martha's Vineyard[image: External link] overlooking Vineyard Sound[image: External link] in the town of Chilmark, Massachusetts[image: External link]. The property is located in Seven Gates Farm and according to property records, cost $11.75 million for the seven bedroom home.[181]
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 Personal and family life
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 Ancestry




Kerry's paternal grandparents, shoe businessman Frederick A. "Fred" Kerry and musician Ida Lowe, were immigrants from the Austro-Hungarian Empire[image: External link]. Fred was born as "Fritz Kohn" before he and Ida took on the "Kerry" name and moved to the United States. Fred and Ida were born Jewish, and converted to Catholicism together in Austria.[182] His maternal ancestors were of Scottish and English descent,[9][182] and his maternal grandfather James Grant Forbes II was a member of the Forbes family[image: External link], while his maternal grandmother Margaret Tyndal Winthrop was a member of the Dudley–Winthrop family[image: External link]. Margaret's paternal grandfather Robert Charles Winthrop[image: External link] served as the 22nd Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives. Robert's father was Governor Thomas Lindall Winthrop[image: External link]. Thomas' father John Still Winthrop was a great-great-grandson of Massachusetts Bay Colony[image: External link] Governor John Winthrop[image: External link][6] and great-grandson of Governor Thomas Dudley[image: External link].[9] Through his mother, John is a first cousin once removed of French politician Brice Lalonde[image: External link].[9][183]
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 Marriages and children




Kerry was married to Julia Stimson Thorne[image: External link] in 1970, and they had two daughters together:


	
Alexandra Forbes Kerry[image: External link] (born September 5, 1973), documentary filmmaker

	
Vanessa Bradford Kerry[image: External link] (born December 31, 1976), physician



Alexandra was born days before Kerry began law school. In 1982, Julia asked Kerry for a separation while she was suffering from severe depression[image: External link].[184] They were divorced on July 25, 1988, and the marriage was formally annulled[image: External link] in 1997. "After 14 years as a political wife, I associated politics only with anger, fear and loneliness" she wrote in A Change of Heart, her book about depression. Thorne later married Richard Charlesworth, an architect[image: External link], and moved to Bozeman, Montana[image: External link], where she became active in local environmental groups such as the Greater Yellowstone Coalition[image: External link]. Thorne supported Kerry's 2004 presidential run. She died of cancer on April 27, 2006.[185]

Kerry and his second wife, Mozambican[image: External link]-born businesswoman and philanthropist Maria Teresa Thierstein Simões Ferreira[image: External link] (known as Teresa), the widow of Kerry's late Pennsylvania Republican Senate colleague Henry John Heinz III[image: External link], were introduced to each other by Heinz at an Earth Day[image: External link] rally in 1990. Early the following year, Senator Heinz was killed in a plane crash near Lower Merion[image: External link]. Teresa has three sons from her previous marriage to Heinz, Henry John Heinz IV, André Thierstein Heinz[image: External link], and Christopher Drake Heinz[image: External link].[186] Heinz and Kerry were married on May 26, 1995, in Nantucket, Massachusetts[image: External link].[187]

The Forbes 400[image: External link] survey estimated in 2004 that Teresa Heinz Kerry had a net worth[image: External link] of $750 million. However, estimates have frequently varied, ranging from around $165 million to as high as $3.2 billion[image: External link], according to a study in the Los Angeles Times[image: External link]. Regardless of which figure is correct, Kerry was the wealthiest U.S. Senator while serving in the Senate. Independent of Heinz, Kerry is wealthy in his own right, and is the beneficiary of at least four trusts inherited from Forbes family[image: External link] relatives, including his mother, Rosemary Forbes Kerry[image: External link], who died in 2002. Forbes magazine (named for the Forbes family of publishers[image: External link], unrelated to Kerry) estimated that if elected, and if Heinz family assets were included, Kerry would have been the third-richest U.S. President in history, when adjusted for inflation[image: External link].[188] This assessment was based on Heinz and Kerry's combined assets, but the couple signed a prenuptial agreement[image: External link] that keeps their assets separate.[189] Kerry's financial disclosure form for 2011 put his personal assets in the range of $230,000,000 to $320,000,000,[190] including the assets of his spouse and any dependent children. This included slightly more than three million dollars worth of H. J. Heinz Company[image: External link] assets, which increased in value by over six hundred thousand dollars in 2013 when Berkshire Hathaway[image: External link] announced their intention to purchase the company.[191]
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 Religious beliefs




Kerry is a Roman Catholic[image: External link], and is said to carry a religious rosary[image: External link], a prayer book[image: External link], and a St. Christopher[image: External link] medal (the patron saint of travelers) when he campaigned. While Kerry is personally against abortion[image: External link], he supports a woman's legal right to have one. Discussing his faith, Kerry said, "I thought of being a priest. I was very religious while at school in Switzerland[image: External link]. I was an altar boy and prayed all the time. I was very centered around the Mass and the church." He also said that the Letters of Paul[image: External link] (Apostle Paul[image: External link]) moved him the most, stating that they taught him to "not feel sorry for myself."[2]

Kerry told Christianity Today[image: External link] in October 2004 "I'm a Catholic and I practice, but at the same time I have an open-mindedness to many other expressions of spirituality that come through different religions... I've spent some time reading and thinking about religion[image: External link] and trying to study it, and I've arrived at not so much a sense of the differences, but a sense of the similarities in so many ways." He said that he believed that the Torah[image: External link], the Quran[image: External link], and the Bible[image: External link] all share a fundamental story which connects with readers.[192]
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 Health




In 2003, Kerry was diagnosed with and successfully treated for prostate cancer[image: External link].[193] On May 31, 2015, Kerry broke his right leg in a biking accident in Scionzier, France, and was flown to Boston's Massachusetts General Hospital[image: External link] for recovery. MGH Hip and Knee Replacement Orthopaedic Surgeon Dr. Dennis Burke,[194] who had met Kerry in France and had accompanied him in the plane from France to Boston, set Kerry's right leg on Tuesday, June 2, in a four-hour operations.[195][196]
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 Athletics and sailing




In addition to the sports he played at Yale, Kerry is described by Sports Illustrated[image: External link], among others, as an "avid cyclist[image: External link]",[197][198] primarily riding on a road bike. Prior to his presidential bid, Kerry was known to have participated in several long-distance rides[image: External link] (centuries). Even during his many campaigns, he was reported to have visited bicycle stores in both his home state and elsewhere. His staff requested recumbent stationary bikes for his hotel rooms.[199] He has also been a snowboarder, windsurfer, and sailor.[200]

According to the Boston Herald[image: External link], dated July 23, 2010, Kerry commissioned construction on a new $7 million yacht (a Friendship 75) in New Zealand and moored it in Portsmouth, Rhode Island[image: External link], where the Friendship yacht company is based.[201] The article claimed this allowed him to avoid paying Massachusetts taxes on the property including approximately $437,500 in sales tax and an annual excise tax of about $500.[202][203] However, on July 27, 2010, Kerry stated he had yet to take legal possession of the boat, had not intended to avoid the taxes, and that when he took possession, he would pay the taxes whether he owed them or not.[204]
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 Foreign honors




John Kerry was awarded:[205]


	Germany: Grand Cross 1st class of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany[image: External link]


	France: Grand Office of the Legion of Honour[image: External link]
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 Honorary Degrees




John Kerry has received several honorary degrees[image: External link] in recognition of his service to the United States, These Include:



	State
	Date
	School
	Degree



	Massachusetts
	May 28 1988
	University of Massachusetts Boston[image: External link]
	Doctor of Laws[image: External link] [206][207]



	Massachusetts
	June 17 2000
	Northeastern University[image: External link]
	Doctor of Public Service [208]



	Ohio
	May 2006
	Kenyon College[image: External link]
	Doctor of Laws [209]



	Massachusetts
	May 19 2014
	Boston College[image: External link]
	Doctor of Laws [210]













This list is incomplete[image: External link]; you can help by expanding it[image: External link].
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 Electoral history




Main article: Electoral history of John Kerry[image: External link]
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 See also





	List of foreign ministers in 2017[image: External link]
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Ronald James Kind (born March 16, 1963) is the U.S. Representative for Wisconsin's 3rd congressional district[image: External link], serving since 1997. He is a member of the Democratic Party[image: External link]. The district is located in the western part of the state and is anchored by La Crosse[image: External link], Eau Claire[image: External link], Platteville[image: External link], Stevens Point[image: External link], Wisconsin Rapids[image: External link], and River Falls[image: External link].
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 Early life, education and career




Kind was born and raised in La Crosse, the third of five children born to Greta and Elroy Kind. His is the fifth generation of his family to live in the area.[1] Kind's mother formerly worked as the assistant director of personnel in the La Crosse School District. His father had a 35-year career as a telephone repairman and union leader at the La Crosse Telephone Company.[1]
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Kind attended the public schools[image: External link] in La Crosse and became a standout student athlete at Logan High School[image: External link] in both football and basketball. He accepted a scholarship[image: External link] to Harvard College[image: External link] where he graduated with honors in 1985. While attending Harvard, Kind played quarterback on the football team and worked during the summer with Wisconsin Senator William Proxmire[image: External link] in Washington. While working for Proxmire he helped with investigations that helped determine the "winners" of the famous Golden Fleece Awards[image: External link], presented by the senator to those responsible for government waste.[1]

Kind went on to receive a master's degree from the London School of Economics[image: External link] and a law degree from the University of Minnesota Law School[image: External link]. He practiced law for two years at the law firm of Quarles and Brady[image: External link] in Milwaukee, Wisconsin[image: External link].

Kind returned to his hometown of La Crosse to become a county prosecutor. He later served as a special prosecutor in numerous counties throughout western Wisconsin.[1]

In July 2016, at the Democratic National Convention, Kind endorsed Hillary Clinton over Bernie Sanders.
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 Committee assignments
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	Subcommittee on Health[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Trade[image: External link]
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 Caucus memberships





	Congressional Wildlife Refuge Caucus[image: External link]

	International Conservation Caucus[image: External link]

	Sportsmen's Caucus

	Upper Mississippi River Congressional Caucus

	Congressional Arts Caucus
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 Tenure




Serving as chair, Kind is the leader of the centrist New Democratic Coalition. Kind is the Democratic Chief Deputy Whip[image: External link], and co-founder of both the Upper Mississippi River Congressional Caucus and the Congressional Wildlife Refuge Caucus[image: External link], and chair of the New Democrat Coalition. He voted with his party 87% of the time in the 112th congress and 94% of the time in the 111th congress.[2] Kind was ranked as the 19th most bipartisan member of the U.S. House of Representatives during the 114th United States Congress[image: External link] (and the most bipartisan member of the U.S. House of Representatives from Wisconsin) in the Bipartisan Index created by The Lugar Center[image: External link] and the McCourt School of Public Policy[image: External link] that ranks members of the United States Congress by their degree of bipartisanship (by measuring the frequency each member's bills attract co-sponsors from the opposite party and each member's co-sponsorship of bills by members of the opposite party).[3] Kind's work on the Subcommittee of Health has been focused primarily on health care issues within small business. As a member of the Natural Resources Committee, he has worked on an issue of importance to his district, namely the restoration of the Mississippi River; and he has been especially concerned about invasive species that could pose a threat to the river's ecosystem. He also concentrates on the problem of agriculture reform.[4]

On October 10, 2002, Kind voted in favor of authorizing the invasion of Iraq[image: External link].[5]

In interest group ratings from his time in office, Kind has supported women's issues, poverty reform, veterans issues, social security, environmental issues, education, and civil rights.[6]

Kind was the lone Wisconsin Democrat to support free trade with China, despite pressure from unions that claimed trade with China is costing jobs.[7][8]

After the failed effort to recall Governor Scott Walker in an April 2012 vote, Kind said that Democrats should be proud of forcing recall elections despite the outcome. He said that his conversations with voters had convinced him that the only reason that Democrats lost was because people didn’t think it was a proper use of the recall process.[9]

Kind has been mentioned as a potential candidate for governor or Senator.[10]
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 Childhood obesity




Kind wrote the Health Kids Outdoors Act of 2010. This legislation was criticized by conservatives, who expressed concern with the fact that it would track children's BMI's and that it would tell parents how to raise their children.[11]

He is the House sponsor of the FIT Kids Act, federal legislation that would require school districts to report on students' physical activity and to give youngsters health and nutritional information.[12]

In 2011, Kind wrote a piece about "the childhood obesity epidemic," in which he promoted both the FIT Kids Act and the Healthy Kids Outdoors Act. He said that healthy bodies lead to healthy minds, and that his FIT Kids Act would push parents and the public by requiring the states and school districts to report on the children's physical activity. As for the Healthy Kids Outdoors Act, it "provides state-level incentives to develop five-year state strategies to connect children, youth and families with nature and promote outdoor recreation in communities."[13]
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 Agricultural issues




Kind has been actively involved in agricultural policy; he was even considered a possible candidate for U.S. Secretary of Agriculture in 2008. While he represents some of the country's most productive dairy farms, he opposes agricultural subsidies.[14] Kind co-sponsored a bill that would have eliminated subsidies for those earning over $250,000 while increasing funding for conservation and rural development. Nancy Pelosi, who had worked to make the original bill accommodating for Democratic interests, was upset with the bill. Agricultural Committee Chairman Collin Peterson said Kind was "a lone ranger on this, and he's dividing the caucus, and I don’t appreciate it." [15]
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 Political campaigns
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 1996




Kind was first elected to represent Wisconsin's 3rd congressional district[image: External link] in November 1996. In September 1995, he had announced his intention to run for the 3rd Congressional District seat being vacated by 16-year incumbent Steve Gunderson[image: External link]. Kind later won a five-way race for the Democratic nomination and went on to defeat his Republican[image: External link] opponent, James Harsdorf[image: External link] 52 percent to 48 percent, becoming only the third Democrat to represent this district in the 20th century and only the second in 88 years. Kind didn't face another contest nearly that close until 2010.
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 2004, 2006




See also: United States House of Representatives elections in Wisconsin, 2006 § 3rd Congressional District[image: External link]


In 2004 he won re-election with 57 percent of the vote; in 2006 he defeated Paul R. Nelson[image: External link] and won with 65 percent of the vote.
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 2008




See also: United States House of Representatives elections in Wisconsin, 2008[image: External link]


In 2008 he won with 63 percent of the vote.
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 2010




See also: United States House of Representatives elections in Wisconsin, 2010[image: External link]


He defeated former State Senator[image: External link] Dan Kapanke[image: External link] with 50 percent of the vote.
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 2012




See also: United States House of Representatives elections in Wisconsin, 2012 § District 3[image: External link]


There was talk that Kind might run for the U.S. Senate in 2012 to replace the retiring Herb Kohl[image: External link], but he decided not to mount a primary challenge to Tammy Baldwin[image: External link], who had already announced a senate run.[16] There was also a push to draft Kind to run for governor in 2012 against Scott Walker.[17]

Kind ultimately decided to run for reelection in the 3rd district. He faced retired U.S. Army Col. Ray Boland[image: External link] in the November election and won.[18]
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 Personal life




Kind and his wife, Tawni, live in his hometown of La Crosse. She is an official court reporter for the County Court system. They have two sons, Johnny (born in August 1996) and Matthew (born in May 1998). They are members of Immanuel Lutheran Church (Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod[image: External link]).[19]

Kind is a member of the La Crosse Optimists Club, a leader in the Boys and Girls Club[image: External link], and the La Crosse YMCA[image: External link]. He is also on the board of directors for Coulee Council on Alcohol or Other Drug Abuse. His wife organizes the annual Congressional Art Competition for high school artists in western Wisconsin.[20]
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Mary Loretta Landrieu (/'laendru: /[image: External link] LAN -drew[image: External link];[1] born November 23, 1955) is an American politician, entrepreneur, and former U.S. Senator from the state of Louisiana[image: External link]. She is a member of the Democratic Party[image: External link].

Born in Arlington, Virginia[image: External link], Landrieu was raised in New Orleans, Louisiana[image: External link]. She is the daughter of Moon Landrieu[image: External link], former New Orleans mayor and Secretary of the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development[image: External link], and the sister of Mitch Landrieu[image: External link], the current Mayor of New Orleans[image: External link] and former Lieutenant Governor of Louisiana[image: External link]. She received her baccalaureate degree[image: External link] from Louisiana State University[image: External link] in Baton Rouge[image: External link]. After working as a real estate agent for several years, she was elected as a state representative[image: External link] (1980–1988) and state treasurer[image: External link] (1988–1996). She won a close race for the U.S. Senate in 1996[image: External link]; she was re-elected by increasing margins in competitive races in 2002[image: External link] and 2008[image: External link], but lost in 2014[image: External link].

Landrieu came to national attention in the wake of Hurricane Katrina in 2005 after she publicly criticized the federal response to the natural disaster. Her opposition to the public option[image: External link] played a major role in the crafting of the 2010 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link], as she did not agree to support it until additional concessions were granted to support Louisiana's Medicaid system. In 2011, she became a cardinal (chair) of the Senate's Homeland Security Appropriations Subcommittee. She chaired the Senate Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship[image: External link] from 2009 to 2014, and chaired the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources[image: External link] from 2014 to 2015.
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 Early life, education, and real estate career




Landrieu was born in Arlington, Virginia[image: External link], the daughter of Verna (née Satterlee) and Moon Landrieu[image: External link], who served as mayor of New Orleans. She is the sister of Mitch Landrieu[image: External link], the current mayor of New Orleans and former lieutenant governor of Louisiana.[2] She was raised in New Orleans as a Roman Catholic[image: External link] and attended Ursuline Academy[image: External link] of New Orleans. While a student at Ursuline, Landrieu participated in the Close Up Washington[image: External link] civic education program. She graduated from Louisiana State University[image: External link] in Baton Rouge[image: External link] in 1977, where she was a member of Delta Gamma[image: External link] sorority[image: External link]. Before entering politics, she worked as a real estate agent.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Early political career
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 State legislature




Landrieu was first elected to the Louisiana House of Representatives[image: External link] in 1979, serving from 1980 to 1988 and representing a New Orleans district. She was re-elected to the 90th district in October 1983 with 78% of the vote.[3] In October 1987, she was succeeded in the 90th district by her brother Mitch.[4]
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 State Treasurer




On January 1, 1987, State Treasurer[image: External link] Mary Evelyn Parker[image: External link], the longtime Democratic incumbent, resigned with nearly a year and a half left in her fifth term. Landrieu ran to succeed her in both the special and regularly scheduled elections, both held in October 1987. No Republican filed to run, so Landrieu faced only Democratic opponents. She came first on both ballots with 44%. She defeated two legislative colleagues, State Rep. Kevin P. Reilly, Sr.[image: External link], at the time chief executive officer of Lamar Advertising Company[image: External link] in Baton Rouge, who came second in the special and regular elections, with 33% and 32%, respectively, and State Rep. Claude "Buddy" Leach[image: External link], a former U.S. Representative, who came third in both elections with 15%. Tom Burbank, son of Thomas D. Burbank Sr., former head of the state police, came in last in both elections with 9% of the vote.[5] Reilly decided not to contest a runoff election[image: External link], known in Louisiana as a "general election", and Landrieu won the treasurer's position by default.[6] In 1991, Landrieu was unopposed for re-election.[7]
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 1995 gubernatorial election




Landrieu declined to run for a third term as Treasurer, giving up the office to run for governor[image: External link] in the 1995 election[image: External link]. The other major candidates in the race were Democratic U.S. Representative Cleo Fields[image: External link]; State Senator Murphy J. Foster, Jr.[image: External link], who switched his party affiliation from Democratic to Republican when he filed; Democratic attorney Phil Preis[image: External link]; Republican former Governor Buddy Roemer[image: External link]; and Democratic Lieutenant Governor[image: External link] Melinda Schwegmann[image: External link]. Landrieu finished third in the state's nonpartisan blanket primary[image: External link] with 18% of the vote, finishing 8,983 votes behind Fields, who came second with 19% of the vote. Roemer came fourth with 18%, Preis was fifth with 9% and Schwegmann came sixth with 5%. Foster came first with 26% and went on to defeat Fields in the runoff with 64% of the vote. Landrieu was succeeded as state treasurer by her fellow Democrat Ken Duncan[image: External link], a Baton Rouge attorney and businessman.
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 U.S. Senate
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 Elections




Landrieu was elected in 1996 to the U.S. Senate seat[image: External link] previously held by John Bennett Johnston, Jr.[image: External link] of Shreveport[image: External link] after winning a close and controversial runoff election[image: External link].[8] This is called the general election in Louisiana. She defeated Louisiana State Representative[image: External link] Woody Jenkins[image: External link] of Baton Rouge[image: External link]. Landrieu narrowly won re-election in the 2002 mid-term election[image: External link]. She defeated Suzanne Haik Terrell[image: External link] of New Orleans. Some experts and pundits had considered Landrieu as a possible running mate for presidential candidate John Kerry in the 2004 election before he selected then- Senator John Edwards of North Carolina[image: External link]. In 2004 Landrieu became Louisiana's senior senator upon the retirement of John Breaux, who was replaced by Republican David Vitter[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 2008, she won a relatively comfortable 52% to 46% re-election to a third term in a race against her challenger, Louisiana State Treasurer John Neely Kennedy[image: External link]. He was a former Democrat who switched to the Republican Party in 2007.[9]

Landrieu sought re-election in 2014[image: External link]. Former President Bill Clinton campaigned on her behalf in Louisiana.[10] While Landrieu garnered 42% of the vote she fell short of the 50.1% required for re-election. She was defeated in the December 6, 2014 runoff election by her Republican opponent, Bill Cassidy[image: External link].[11]
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 Tenure




In 2002, she voted for the Iraq Resolution[image: External link], and in 2003, she issued a statement indicating that, "The time for diplomacy has ended."[12] She voted for the Class Action Fairness Act of 2005[image: External link] and the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act[image: External link].

In 2005, Landrieu sponsored a resolution, which the Senate passed in an unprecedented action, to formally apologize for its repeated failure in the early twentieth century to pass anti- lynching[image: External link] legislation.[13] The Senate Southern white Democrats had filibustered the Dyer bill[image: External link] in 1922[14] and two other bills that passed the House. She held high-profile hearings on the mistakes of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in the wake of hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005.

Subsequent to the 2006 mid-term elections, in which the Democratic Party gained control of both houses of Congress, Landrieu announced (along with Republican Olympia Snowe[image: External link] of Maine) the formation of the "Common Ground Coalition", a group of moderate senators of both parties, with the goal of finding bipartisan consensus on legislative matters.[15]

Landrieu voted to raise the estate tax exemption to $5 million in 2008,[16] but voted against repeal of the estate tax in 2006.[17]

On December 15, 2008, it was announced that Landrieu would become Chairwoman of the Senate Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship for the 111th Congress when former Chairman John Kerry left to lead the Senate Foreign Relations Committee[image: External link], previously headed by Vice President-elect Joe Biden.[18]

In September 2010, Landrieu announced she would hold up OMB director Jacob Lew[image: External link]’s confirmation until the administration lifted or eased a federal freeze on deepwater oil-and-gas drilling[image: External link]. Her delay of Lew's nomination came despite broad bipartisan support for appointing him to OMB. The Senate Budget Committee recommended that Lew be confirmed on a 22–1 vote.[19]

According to the Washington Post[image: External link], Landrieu "is one of the lawmakers leading for more natural gas exports".[20]

On December 18, 2010, Landrieu voted in favor of the Don't Ask, Don't Tell Repeal Act of 2010.[21][22] In 2011, she became Chairman of the Senate's Homeland Security Appropriations Subcommittee, giving her significant influence in the funding of federal agencies like the U.S. Coast Guard[image: External link], Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] and FEMA. On April 17, 2013, Landrieu voted to expand background checks for gun purchases.[23]

In April 2014, the United States Senate debated the Minimum Wage Fairness Act (S. 1737; 113th Congress)[image: External link]. The bill would amend the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938[image: External link] (FLSA) to increase the federal minimum wage for employees to $10.10 per hour over the course of a two-year period.[24] The bill was strongly supported by President Barack Obama and many of the Democratic Senators, but strongly opposed by Republicans in the Senate and House.[25][26][27] She wanted additional debate on the timeline and the raise for tipped workers.[26] Landrieu said that "I do not believe that $10.10 an hour is too high to aspire to, but how quickly we get there and what increments, the tipped wage, how that should be handled, who should get paid the tipped wage, and who shouldn't. There are a lot of questions about that, and some of those discussions are going on."[26]
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Landrieu opposed the public health insurance option[image: External link] in the America's Affordable Health Choices Act of 2009[image: External link][28] (HR 3200[image: External link]) until the bill was rewritten to send a $300,000,000 payment to Medicaid for her home state.[29] When two pages were added to the bill to place $300 million in Louisiana's Medicaid system, she changed her web page[image: External link] in order to reflect her support of the program.[30] Conservative figures referred to the deal as the "Louisiana Purchase".[31] A typographical error in the bill resulted in $4.3 billion in additional funds for Medicaid for Louisiana.[32] As a result, prominent conservative figures Glenn Beck[image: External link] and Rush Limbaugh[image: External link] called her a "high-priced prostitute".[33]

On November 21, 2009, Landrieu voted with fifty-nine other Senators to bring the health care bill up for debate. On December 8, 2009, she voted against the Nelson–Hatch–Casey amendment which proposed to ban federal funding for private plans that covered elective abortions but would have allowed individuals to purchase separate individual riders that would cover abortions.[31] Prior to a concession of $300 million being added to the bill, Landrieu responded to a question on popular support of the public option[image: External link], and asserted that the option has popular support because "when people hear 'public option' they hear 'free health care'. Everybody wants free health care. Everybody wants health care they don't have to pay for."[34]

Landrieu voted for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link] (known as " Obamacare[image: External link]") in December 2009.[35] In September 2013, Landrieu voted to restore funding for the ACA that House Republicans had eliminated in their version of the funding bill.[36][37][38]

On March 1, 2012, Landrieu voted against a measure that would have repealed a birth control mandate in the health care bill.[39] In October 2013, she introduced a bill to force health insurance companies to re-issue plans which they have cancelled.[40]
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 Hurricane Katrina




In the weeks following Hurricane Katrina, Landrieu and fellow Senator David Vitter[image: External link] co-sponsored the Hurricane Katrina Disaster Relief and Economic Recovery Act of 2005 (S.1765),[41] a 440-page aid package worth an estimated $250 billion[42][43] The bill was read twice by Congress, then referred to the United States Senate Committee on Finance[image: External link].[44]

Separate legislation was passed to provide $1 billion in loans to communities affected by Katrina despite Landrieu's objection to the provision insisted on by Republicans that prohibited the loans from being forgiven. In 2007, when Democrats took control of the House and Senate, they passed legislation written by Landrieu that authorized FEMA to forgive the loans.[45] However, 40% of the loans were not forgiven by FEMA, which led Landrieu to insert addition provisions into the 2013 federal spending bill to forgive the remainder of these loans.[46][47]

Landrieu's national name recognition rose in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina as she made multiple TV appearances to discuss the response effort.[48] Landrieu was noted in The New York Times as becoming "a national spokeswoman for victims of the hurricane" as she complained of "the staggering incompetence of the national government."[49] She was particularly critical of President George W. Bush, who, in turn, was critical of her in his 2010 memoir Decision Points[image: External link], in which he related telling her to be quiet after she interrupted him in a meeting with what he called an "unproductive emotional outburst".[50]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Judicial nominations




Landrieu voted for the confirmation of Chief Justice John Roberts in 2005,[51] but in 2006, she opposed Samuel Alito[image: External link]; she voted in favor of cloture[image: External link] to send the nomination to an up-or-down vote.[52][53] She voted for both Sonia Sotomayor in 2009 and Elena Kagan[image: External link] in 2010.[54][55]
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 USA PATRIOT Act




On August 3, 2007, Landrieu broke ranks with Democrats when she and Louisiana Rep. Charlie Melancon[image: External link] sided with Republicans and the Bush Administration in voting for the Protect America Act[image: External link], an amendment to the USA Patriot Act[image: External link] further expanding wiretap powers.[56]

In 2011, she was the inadvertent Senate sponsor of the four-year extension to the Patriot Act when Senator Reid amended a small business bill introduced by Landrieu as a means of avoiding a threatened filibuster by Senator Rand Paul. Landrieu joined the majority in voting for the extension, which passed 72-23.[57][58]
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 Plot to compromise Landrieu's phone system




On January 25, 2010, four Republican[image: External link] conservative[image: External link] activists[image: External link], including Stan Dai, Joseph Basel, both 24; Robert Flanagan, son of Bill Flanagan, acting U.S. Attorney in Louisiana; and conservative filmmaker[image: External link] James O'Keefe[image: External link], were arrested by US Marshals for their role in a plot to hack the phone system of Landrieu's New Orleans office to record her and her staff's conversations.[59] Two of the alleged co-conspirators posed as telephone repair technicians in order to gain access to the telephone system. O'Keefe admitted to secretly "recording" the interactions with the staff with his cell phone and aiding in the "planning, coordination, and preparation of the operation."[60]

On March 27, 2010, the four were charged with entering federal property under false pretenses, a misdemeanor charge.[61] On May 26, 2010 all four pleaded guilty before Magistrate Daniel Knowles III in a New Orleans federal court. Three of the four received two years' probation, 75 hours of community service and $1,500 fines; while James O'Keefe received a sentence of three years' probation, 100 hours of community service and a $1,500 fine.[62]
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 "Air Mary" controversy




There was a controversy over Landrieu's payment of airline flights with Senate money, some of which may have violated campaign finance law.[63] Landrieu's opponents called attention to the controversy, launching a campaign called "Air Mary". Activists dressed as pilots, flight attendants, and ground crew workers greeted her at her campaign appearances.[64][65]

In August 2014, Landrieu announced that she had ordered an internal investigation into all of her flights during her time in the Senate after it was reported that Landrieu violated federal law by using taxpayer dollars to charter at least four private flights to campaign events.[66][67][68][69] In September 2014, Landrieu revealed that the internal investigation into her flights had concluded that she had improperly charged her Senate office $33,700 for private flights to campaign events since she had entered the Senate.[70] Landrieu originally said the charter company mistakenly billed Landrieu's Senate office instead of her re-election campaign.[66][67]
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 Committee assignments





	
Committee on Appropriations[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Financial Services and General Government[image: External link]

	
Subcommittee on Homeland Security[image: External link] (Chair)

	Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Military Construction and Veterans' Affairs, and Related Agencies[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs[image: External link]





	
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources[image: External link] (Chair)

	Subcommittee on Energy[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on National Parks[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Public Lands and Forests[image: External link]





	
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Oversight of Government Management, the Federal Workforce, and the District of Columbia[image: External link]

	Ad Hoc Subcommittee on State, Local, and Private Sector Preparedness and Integration[image: External link]

	
Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Disaster Recovery[image: External link] (Chair)





	
Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship[image: External link][71]
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 Caucus memberships





	Senate Oceans Caucus[image: External link]

	Senate Natural Gas Caucus, co-chair

	Congressional Coalition on Adoption, co-chair

	Senate Caucus on Foster Youth, co-chair
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 Political positions




Landrieu was one of the more conservative Democrats[image: External link] in the U.S. Senate.[72][73][74] The American Conservative Union[image: External link] rated Landrieu as 40% conservative in 2007, which was the highest score of any sitting Democrat and higher than the scores of two Republicans[image: External link].[75] As of 2012, her lifetime rating is 21%,[76] which is the fourth highest rating among Democrats in the Senate.[77] For 2012 votes, National Journal[image: External link] ranked Landrieu as the 47th-most conservative member of the Senate, while the Times-Picayune[image: External link] found that she voted in support of President Obama's positions 97% of the time.[78]
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 Abortion




Landrieu supports abortion rights. She has a 100% rating from the pro-choice group NARAL[image: External link][79] and a 0% rating from the pro-life group Louisiana Right to Life Federation.[80]
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 Energy




Landrieu voted to confirm Gina McCarthy[image: External link] as the administrator of the EPA[image: External link][81] Landrieu supports the Keystone Pipeline[image: External link] and has called for President Obama to approve its construction.[72]
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 Guns




Landrieu has a "C" rating from the National Rifle Association[image: External link].[82] The NRA endorsed her opponent, Bill Cassidy[image: External link], in the 2014 Louisiana Senate race.[83]
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 Internet sales tax




Landrieu voted in favor of an Internet sales tax[image: External link].[84]
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 Affordable Care Act




Landrieu voted for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link], commonly known as "Obamacare".[85] But she withheld her vote until she had secured what is now referred to as the "Louisiana Purchase" originally for up to $300,000,000 in additional Medicaid funds to Louisiana, which, due to a typographical error in the healthcare bill, became an additional $4.3 billion for Louisiana's Medicaid program.[86] When asked by reporters in 2013, Sen. Landrieu said that she would vote for it again if she were given a chance.[87]
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 Same-sex marriage




Landrieu personally supports same-sex marriage[image: External link], but defends the state's constitutional ban on the grounds that a majority of Louisianans voted for it.[88]
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 Personal life




Landrieu and her husband, attorney[image: External link] Frank Snellings, have two children, Connor and Mary Shannon and one grandson, Maddox. In December 2014 Frank was the subject of an article in The Irish Times[image: External link], having rediscovered his Irish family 44 years after he was adopted in Ireland by the Snellings family from Louisiana.[89]
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 Electoral history
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 1995 gubernatorial election




See also: Louisiana gubernatorial election, 1995[image: External link]




	Louisiana gubernatorial election jungle primary, 1995



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Mike Foster[image: External link]
	385,267
	26.10



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Cleo Fields[image: External link]
	280,921
	19.03



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Mary Landrieu
	271,938
	18.43



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Buddy Roemer[image: External link]
	263,330
	17.84



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Phil Preis[image: External link]
	133,271
	9.03



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Melinda Schwegmann[image: External link]
	71,288
	4.83



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Robert Adley[image: External link]
	27,534
	1.87



	
	Independent
	Arthur D. "Jim" Nichols
	16,616
	1.13



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Gene H. Alexander
	5,688
	0.39



	
	Independent
	Kenneth Woods
	4,964
	0.34



	
	Independent
	Darryl Paul Ward
	4,210
	0.29



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Belinda Alexandrenko
	3,161
	0.21



	
	Independent
	Lonnie Creech
	2,338
	0.16



	
	Independent
	Ronnie Glynn Johnson
	1,884
	0.13



	
	Independent
	Anne Thompson
	1,416
	0.1



	Total votes
	1,473,826
	100
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 1996 Senate election




See also: United States Senate election in Louisiana, 1996[image: External link]




	Louisiana United States Senate jungle primary election, September 21, 1996



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Woody Jenkins[image: External link]
	322,244
	26.23
	



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Mary Landrieu
	264,268
	21.51
	



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Richard Ieyoub[image: External link]
	250,682
	20.41
	



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	David Duke
	141,489
	11.52
	



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Jimmy Hayes[image: External link]
	71,699
	5.84
	



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Bill Linder
	58,243
	4.74
	



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Chuck McMains[image: External link]
	45,164
	3.68
	



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Peggy Wilson[image: External link]
	31,877
	2.6
	



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Troyce Guice[image: External link]
	15,277
	1.24
	



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Nicholas J. Accardo
	10,035
	0.82
	



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Arthur D. "Jim" Nichols
	7,894
	0.64
	



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Sadie Roberts-Joseph
	4,660
	0.38
	



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Tom Kirk[image: External link]
	1,987
	0.16
	



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Darryl Paul Ward
	1,770
	0.14
	



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Sam Houston Melton, Jr.
	1,270
	0.1
	



	Turnout[image: External link]
	1,228,559
	
	






	Louisiana United States Senate election runoff, November 5, 1996



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Mary Landrieu
	852,945
	50.17
	-3.78



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Woody Jenkins[image: External link]
	847,157
	49.83
	+6.35



	Majority
	5788
	0.34
	-10.13



	Turnout[image: External link]
	1,700,102
	
	



	
	Democratic[image: External link] hold
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 2002 Senate election




See also: United States Senate election in Louisiana, 2002[image: External link]




	Louisiana United States Senate jungle primary election, November 5, 2002



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Mary Landrieu (Incumbent)
	573,347
	46.00
	



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Suzanne Haik Terrell[image: External link]
	339,506
	27.24
	



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	John Cooksey[image: External link]
	171,752
	13.78
	



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Tony Perkins[image: External link]
	119,776
	9.61
	



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Raymond Brown
	23,553
	1.89
	



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Patrick E. "Live Wire" Landry
	10,442
	0.84
	



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	James Lemann
	3,866
	0.31
	



	
	Libertarian
	Gary D. Robbins
	2,423
	0.19
	



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Ernest Edward Skillman, Jr.
	1,668
	0.13
	



	Turnout[image: External link]
	1,246,333
	
	






	Louisiana United States Senate election runoff, December 7, 2002



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Mary Landrieu (Incumbent)
	638,654
	51.70
	+1.53



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Suzanne Haik Terrell[image: External link]
	596,642
	48.30
	-1.53



	Majority
	42,012
	3.4
	+3.06



	Turnout[image: External link]
	1,235,296
	
	



	
	Democratic[image: External link] hold
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 2008 Senate election




See also: United States Senate election in Louisiana, 2008[image: External link]




	Louisiana United States Senate jungle primary election, November 5, 2008



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Mary Landrieu (Incumbent)
	988,298
	52.11
	+0.41



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	John Neely Kennedy[image: External link]
	867,177
	45.72
	-2.58



	
	Libertarian
	Richard Fontanesi
	18,590
	0.98
	n/a



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Jay Patel
	13,729
	0.72
	n/a



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Robert Stewart
	8,780
	0.46
	n/a



	Majority
	121,121
	6.39
	+2.99



	Turnout[image: External link]
	1,896,574
	
	



	
	Democratic[image: External link] hold
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 2014 U.S. Senate election




Main article: United States Senate election in Louisiana, 2014[image: External link]


Bill Cassidy[image: External link] ran for the Senate in 2014[image: External link] against three term incumbent Mary Landrieu. Cassidy was endorsed by Republican Senator David Vitter[image: External link].[92] Cassidy defeated Landrieu in the run-off election held on December 6, 2014, winning 56% of the vote while Landrieu received 44% of the vote. Cassidy thus became the first Republican to occupy the seat since William P. Kellogg[image: External link] left it in 1883.[93]



	United States Senate election jungle primary in Louisiana, 2014



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Mary Landrieu (Incumbent)
	619,402
	42.08



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Bill Cassidy[image: External link]
	603,048
	40.97



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Rob Maness
	202,556
	13.76



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Thomas Clements
	14,173
	0.96



	
	Libertarian
	Brannon McMorris
	13,034
	0.89



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Wayne Ables
	11,323
	0.77



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	William Waymire
	4,673
	0.32



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Vallian Senegal
	3,835
	0.26



	Total votes
	1,473,826
	100






	United States Senate election runoff in Louisiana, 2014



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Bill Cassidy[image: External link]
	712,379
	55.93%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Mary Landrieu (Incumbent)
	561,210
	44.07%



	Total votes
	1,273,589
	100.00%



	
	Republican[image: External link] gain from Democratic[image: External link]
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 Post Senate Career




Landrieu was hired by Van Ness Feldman[image: External link], a DC Law Firm.[96] She is also a strategic advisor to the Walton Family Foundation[image: External link] in April 2015.[97]
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 See also





	Women in the United States Senate[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ AP News Pronunciation Guide[image: External link]


	
^ Reitwiesner, William Addams[image: External link]. "The Ancestors of Mary Landrieu"[image: External link]. wargs.com. William Addams Reitwiesner Genealogical Services. Retrieved 4 June 2008.


	
^ "Louisiana Secretary of State Official Election Results Results for Election Date: October 22, 1983"[image: External link]. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ "Louisiana Secretary of State Official Election Results Results for Election Date: 10/24/1987"[image: External link]. Retrieved 10 October 2014.


	
^ Louisiana Secretary of State Official Election Results Results[image: External link], staticresults.sos.la.gov; accessed January 5, 2015.


	
^ LA State Treasurer 1987[image: External link], ourcampaigns.com; accessed January 5, 2015.


	
^ LA State Treasurer 1991[image: External link], ourcampaigns.com; accessed January 5, 2015.


	
^ Carney, James (July 7, 1997). "No Saints in New Orleans"[image: External link]. Time. Retrieved September 23, 2011.


	
^ Skiba, Katherine (March 14, 2008). "Senate Majority No Longer Republicans' Goal"[image: External link]. U.S. News and World Report'. Retrieved June 4, 2008.


	
^ Hasten, Mike (20 October 2014). "Clinton seeks to give Landrieu campaign boost"[image: External link]. The News Star. Retrieved 30 October 2014.


	
^ Roberts, Gregory (November 10, 2014). "Mary Landrieu, Bill Cassidy move on to Dec. 6 runoff for U.S. Senate"[image: External link]. The Advocate. Retrieved November 27, 2014.


	
^ "Statement in Reaction To Pending War on Iraq"[image: External link]. March 17, 2003. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 16, 2014. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ Associated Press, "Senate Apologizes for Not Passing Anti-Lynching Laws"[image: External link], Fox News; accessed January 5, 2015.


	
^ "Filibuster Kills Anti-Lynching Bil"[image: External link], New York Times, December 3, 1922; accessed July 20, 2011.


	
^ "Sen. Landrieu to Chair Senate Small Business Committee"[image: External link]. December 15, 2008. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ "Fixing Estate Tax at 2009 Level Appears to Have Senate Support"[image: External link]. ElderLawAnswers. Retrieved October 18, 2013.


	
^ "Estate Tax Reduction, Passed by House, Faces Test in Senate"[image: External link]. Bloomberg. June 23, 2006. Retrieved October 18, 2013.


	
^ "Sen. Landrieu to Chair Senate Small Business Committee"[image: External link]. CNBC[image: External link]. December 15, 2008. Retrieved 16 December 2008.[dead link[image: External link]]


	
^ "OMB nomination delay would mean no adviser for key budget period"[image: External link]. TheHill. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ Mufson, Steven (March 25, 2014). "Can U.S. natural gas rescue Ukraine from Russia?"[image: External link]. Washington Post. Retrieved August 15, 2014.


	
^ "Roll Call Vote"[image: External link]. August 12, 2014. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ "Senate Vote 281 – Repeals ‘Don't Ask, Don't Tell' "[image: External link]. The New York Times. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2015-10-27.


	
^ "U.S. Senate Roll Call Votes 113th Congress – 1st Session"[image: External link]. Legislation & Records. United States Senate. Retrieved July 30, 2013.


	
^ "S. 1737 - Summary"[image: External link]. United States Congress. Retrieved 8 April 2014.


	
^ Sink, Justin (April 2, 2014). "Obama: Congress has 'clear choice' on minimum wage"[image: External link]. The Hill. Retrieved 9 April 2014.


	
^ a b c Bolton, Alexander (April 8, 2014). "Reid punts on minimum-wage hike"[image: External link]. The Hill. Retrieved 9 April 2014.


	
^ Bolton, Alexander (April 4, 2014). "Centrist Republicans cool to minimum wage hike compromise"[image: External link]. The Hill. Retrieved April 9, 2014.


	
^ Ryan Grim (2009-06-09). "Mary Landrieu Opposed To Public Health Care Option"[image: External link]. The Huffington Post.


	
^ Rich Klein (2009-11-21). "The $100 Million Health Care Vote"[image: External link]. ABC News.


	
^ "The Importance of Health Care Reform"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2010-01-23.


	
^ a b Kiely, Eugene (February 4, 2010). "Sen. Landrieu: No apologies for so-called Louisiana purchase"[image: External link]. USA Today. Retrieved May 12, 2010.


	
^ "The $4 Billion Typo in Obamacare's 'Louisiana Purchase' "[image: External link]. Forbes. Retrieved 2016-03-01.


	
^ Pedro Martinez Monsivais (December 17, 2009). "Sen. Mary Landrieu has become a leading booster of health care overhaul proposal"[image: External link]. Times Picayune. New Orleans, Louisiana. Associated Press. Retrieved August 29, 2010.


	
^ Zaid Jilani (2009-10-15). "Landrieu Says The Public Option Is Popular Because 'Everybody Wants Free Health Care' "[image: External link]. Think Progress[image: External link].


	
^ "Roll Call Vote"[image: External link]. August 12, 2014. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ "S.Amdt.1974"[image: External link]. U.S. Senate. Retrieved September 27, 2013.


	
^ Rebecca Berg (September 26, 2013). "GOP attacks vulnerable Dems who refused to defund Obamacare"[image: External link]. Washington Examiner. Retrieved September 27, 2013.


	
^ Tom Cohen (September 27, 2013). "Senate tosses shutdown hot potato back to House"[image: External link]. CNN.


	
^ "Sens Mary Landrieu and David Vitter split on amendment on contraceptive coverage"[image: External link]. Times Picayune. New Orleans.


	
^ "Sebelius faces lawmakers anew on health care law"[image: External link]. The Seattle Times. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 22, 2014. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ Hurricane Katrina Disaster Relief and Economic Recovery Act[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 2009-03-25 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ Hulse, Carl (September 23, 2005). "Louisiana Lawmakers Propose $250 Billion Recovery Package"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved October 13, 2008.


	
^ Grunwald, Michael & Glasser, Susan B. (September 26, 2005). "Louisiana Goes After Federal Billions"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved October 13, 2008.


	
^ "S. 1765: Louisiana Katrina Reconstruction Act"[image: External link]. GovTrack.us. 2005-09-22. Retrieved August 29, 2010.


	
^ "On the Hill: It only took 8 years but Katrina loan forgiveness finally near"[image: External link]. NOLA.com. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ "House approves budget bill that can lead to forgiveness of Katrina disaster loans"[image: External link]. NOLA.com. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ "Federal government cancels St. Tammany's $14.5 million debt for Katrina loans"[image: External link]. NOLA.com. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ Hudson, Gregory (August 3, 2008). "Landrieu seat among most vulnerable this election cycle"[image: External link]. The Times (Shreveport)[image: External link]. Retrieved November 14, 2013.


	
^ Stolberg, Sheryl Gay (September 9, 2005). "La. Senator Returns to Capitol to Denounce Bush"[image: External link]. New York Times. Retrieved June 4, 2008.


	
^ Alpert, Bruce (November 8, 2010). "Bush recalls Katrina aftermath in 'Decision Points' memoir"[image: External link]. The Times-Picayune. Retrieved November 14, 2013.


	
^ "U.S. Senate Roll Call Votes 109th Congress - 1st Session"[image: External link]. United States Senate. Retrieved 15 June 2014.


	
^ "U.S. Senate Roll Call Votes 109th Congress - 2nd Session"[image: External link]. United States Senate. Retrieved 15 June 2014.


	
^ "U.S. Senate Roll Call Votes 109th Congress - 2nd Session"[image: External link]. United States Senate. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 29 August 2008. Retrieved 15 June 2014.


	
^ "U.S. Senate Roll Call Votes 111th Congress - 1st Session"[image: External link]. United States Senate. Retrieved 15 June 2014.


	
^ "U.S. Senate Roll Call Votes 111th Congress - 2nd Session"[image: External link]. United States Senate. Retrieved 15 June 2014.


	
^ "U.S. Senate Roll Call Votes 110th Congress – 1st Session: On Passage of the Bill (S.1927 as Amended)"[image: External link]. Legislation & Records. United States Senate. Retrieved 4 June 2008.


	
^ "PATRIOT Sunsets Extension Act of 2011 (2011; 112th Congress S. 990) - GovTrack.us"[image: External link]. GovTrack.us. Retrieved 10 October 2014.


	
^ "How the ‘PATRIOT Sunsets Extension Act of 2011′ Came to Be"[image: External link]. Retrieved 10 October 2014.


	
^ Leonnig, Carol D.; Franke-Ruta, Garance (January 27, 2009). "James O'Keefe charged in plot to bug Senator Mary Landrieu's office"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. Retrieved January 26, 2010.


	
^ Special Agent Stephen Rayes, "Affidavit"[image: External link], foxnews.com; accessed January 5, 2015.


	
^ "Charges reduced in Landrieu phone incident"[image: External link]. CNN. March 27, 2010. Retrieved May 12, 2010.


	
^ Robertson, Campbell (May 27, 2010). "Four plead guilty over incident at Sen. Landrieu's office"[image: External link]. The Seattle Times. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2011-06-29.


	
^ Bresnaham, John; Raju, Manu (August 18, 2014). "Mary Landrieu faces more travel questions"[image: External link]. Politico. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ Avery, Cole (August 20, 2014). "Mary Landrieu campaign will pay for investigation into senator's flights"[image: External link]. The Times-Picayune. New Orleans. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ Ballard, Mark; Shuler, Marsha (October 16, 2014). "Landrieu, Cassidy among first-day election qualifiers"[image: External link]. The Advocate. Baton Rouge, LA. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ a b Frates, Chris (2014-08-12). "Exclusive: Sen. Mary Landrieu's campaign flight was charged to taxpayers"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved August 14, 2014.


	
^ a b Phelps, Jordyn (2014-08-13). "Mary Landrieu Takes Heat for Spending Public Money on Private Flight"[image: External link]. ABC News. Retrieved August 14, 2014.


	
^ Bresnahan, John (August 18, 2014). "Mary Landrieu faces more travel questions"[image: External link]. Politico. Retrieved September 13, 2014.


	
^ Frates, Chris (August 14, 2014). "Sen. Mary Landrieu to reimburse Senate for charter flight"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved September 13, 2014.


	
^ Avery, Cole (September 12, 2014). "Mary Landrieu internal investigation finds $33,700 in improperly charged flights"[image: External link]. The Times-Picayune. Retrieved September 13, 2014.


	
^ 2009 Congressional Record[image: External link], Vol. 155, Page  S729[image: External link]


	
^ a b "Biden lends support to La. Democrat in GOP country"[image: External link]. PoliticalTicker... CNN[image: External link]. January 26, 2013. Retrieved November 7, 2014.


	
^ Casserly, Meghan. "Which Of the 20 Woman Senators Could Be The First Female President of the U.S."[image: External link]. Forbes. Retrieved August 22, 2013.


	
^ "Mary Landrieu: 'Obama-McConnell Plan' Is 'Almost Morally Corrupt' "[image: External link]. The Huffington Post. December 7, 2012. Retrieved August 22, 2013.


	
^ "Project Vote Smart - The Voter's Self Defense System"[image: External link]. Project Vote Smart. Retrieved 10 October 2014.


	
^ "Project Vote Smart - The Voter's Self Defense System"[image: External link]. Project Vote Smart. Retrieved 10 October 2014.


	
^ "Project Vote Smart - The Voter's Self Defense System"[image: External link]. Project Vote Smart. Retrieved 10 October 2014.


	
^ "Mary Landrieu and Bill Cassidy 2013 votes reflect growing congressional partisanship"[image: External link]. NOLA.com. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ "Project Vote Smart - The Voter's Self Defense System"[image: External link]. Project Vote Smart. Retrieved 10 October 2014.


	
^ "Project Vote Smart - The Voter's Self Defense System"[image: External link]. Project Vote Smart. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ "La senators split on presidential nominations vote"[image: External link]. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ "Dems Wary of Gun Control - National Review Online"[image: External link]. National Review Online. Retrieved 10 October 2014.


	
^ NRA-PVF. "NRA-PVF - Vote Cassidy"[image: External link]. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ "Mary Landrieu part of bipartisan group seeking to make online sales subject to sales taxes"[image: External link]. NOLA.com. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ "Mary Landrieu Wrestles An (Obamacare) Alligator"[image: External link]. NPR.org. December 11, 2013. Retrieved 10 October 2014.


	
^ McArdle, Megan. "The New Louisiana Purchase: Obamacare's $4.3 Billion Boondoggle"[image: External link]. The Atlantic. Retrieved 2016-03-01.


	
^ "Dem Sen. Mary Landrieu: I Would Vote For Obamacare Again - Video - RealClearPolitics"[image: External link]. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ Amira, Dan (April 8, 2013). "Mary Landrieu Supports Gay Marriage in the Only Way That Matters"[image: External link]. New York. Retrieved January 15, 2014. people should love who they love and marry who they want to marry


	
^ "A tale of two brothers separated for 44 years"[image: External link], The Irish Times, December 19, 2014.


	
^ "Our Campaigns - LA US Senate - Open Primary Race - Sep 21, 1996"[image: External link]. Retrieved October 10, 2014.


	
^ "96 PRESIDENTIAL and CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION STATISTICS"[image: External link]. Retrieved 10 October 2014.


	
^ Deslatte, Melinda (August 24, 2013). "Bill Cassidy's ability to oust Mary Landrieu questioned"[image: External link]. Shreveport Times. Retrieved September 20, 2013.


	
^ Mary Landrieu's seat will be held by a Republican for the first time in 132 years[image: External link], washingtonpost.com; accessed January 5, 2015. Kellogg, on leaving the Senate, served on term (2 years) in the House of Representatives.


	
^ "Official Election Results Results for Election Date: 11/4/2014"[image: External link]. Louisiana Secretary of State. Retrieved November 25, 2014.


	
^ "Official Election Results Results for Election Date: 12/6/2014"[image: External link]. Louisiana Secretary of State. Retrieved February 21, 2015.


	
^ "Mary Landrieu Closes the Door on Another Run"[image: External link]. rollcall.com. Retrieved November 6, 2016.


	
^ "Former Sen. Mary Landrieu is now a 'strategic adviser' to Walton Family Foundation"[image: External link]. NOLA.com. Retrieved November 6, 2016.
















[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Further reading





	
Biography[image: External link] at the Biographical Directory of the United States Congress[image: External link]


	
Profile[image: External link] at Project Vote Smart[image: External link]


	
Financial information (federal office)[image: External link] at the Federal Election Commission[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
Mary Landrieu[image: External link] at DMOZ






	Political offices



	Preceded by

Mary Evelyn Parker[image: External link]

	
Treasurer of Louisiana

1988–1996
	Succeeded by

Ken Duncan[image: External link]




	Party political offices



	Preceded by

Bennett Johnston[image: External link]

	
Democratic[image: External link] nominee for U.S. Senator[image: External link] from Louisiana[image: External link]

(Class 2[image: External link])

1996[image: External link], 2002[image: External link], 2008[image: External link], 2014[image: External link]

	Most recent



	United States Senate



	Preceded by

Bennett Johnston[image: External link]

	
U.S. Senator (Class 2) from Louisiana[image: External link]

1997–2015

Served alongside: John Breaux, David Vitter[image: External link]

	Succeeded by

Bill Cassidy[image: External link]




	Preceded by

John Kerry

	
Chair of the Senate Small Business Committee[image: External link]

2009–2014
	Succeeded by

Maria Cantwell[image: External link]




	Preceded by

Ron Wyden[image: External link]

	
Chair of the Senate Energy Committee[image: External link]

2014–2015
	Succeeded by

Lisa Murkowski[image: External link]







Categories[image: External link]:

	1955 births[image: External link]

	American Roman Catholics[image: External link]

	Democratic Party United States Senators[image: External link]

	Female United States Senators[image: External link]

	Landrieu family[image: External link]

	Living people[image: External link]

	Louisiana Democrats[image: External link]

	Louisiana gubernatorial candidates[image: External link]

	Louisiana State University alumni[image: External link]

	Members of the Louisiana House of Representatives[image: External link]

	People from Arlington County, Virginia[image: External link]

	Politicians from New Orleans[image: External link]

	State treasurers of Louisiana[image: External link]

	United States presidential electors, 1992[image: External link]

	United States Senators from Louisiana[image: External link]

	Women state legislators in Louisiana[image: External link]

	21st-century American politicians[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 7 June 2017, at 01:38.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Mary Landrieu: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Landrieu [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Mary_Landrieu [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Early life, education and career

	2 U.S. House of Representatives

	3 Staff Twitter scandal

	4 Political positions

	5 Political campaigns

	6 Electoral history

	7 References

	8 External links





Rick Larsen






For the Lieutenant Governor of North Dakota, see Richard F. Larsen[image: External link].
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Assumed office

January 3, 2001
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University of Minnesota[image: External link] (MPA)




	Occupation
	Public affairs director



	Religion
	Methodist[image: External link]




Richard Ray Larsen (born June 15, 1965) is the United States Representative for Washington's 2nd congressional district[image: External link] and a member of the Democratic Party[image: External link]. He was first elected to the House of Representatives in 2000 and was re-elected in each of the eight subsequent elections, most recently in 2016[image: External link].

Larsen is a member of the House Armed Services Committee[image: External link] and the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee[image: External link].
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Born in Arlington, Washington[image: External link], he attended Pacific Lutheran University[image: External link] and the University of Minnesota[image: External link], earning a master's degree in public affairs. He formerly worked as director of public affairs for the Washington State Dental Association and as a lobbyist for the dental profession. He also worked for the city of Everett, Washington[image: External link] as director of economic development for the city's port.

Before being elected to the House, Larsen gained political experience when he served as a Snohomish County[image: External link] Councilman and as chair of the Snohomish County Council.
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 Committee assignments





	
United States House Committee on Armed Services[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Strategic Forces[image: External link]





	
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure[image: External link]

	
Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation[image: External link] (Ranking Member)

	Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous Materials[image: External link]
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 Caucus Participation





	U.S.-China Working Group

	Electronic Warfare Working Group

	Caucus to Fight and Control Methamphetamine

	Congressional Arts Caucus

	
Congressional Puget Sound Recovery Caucus[1]


	Congressional Cem
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 Staff Twitter scandal




On December 8, 2011, three staff members of Larsen were fired by Larsen after they were tweeting insults about Larsen and bragging about drinking on the job in Larsen's Washington D.C. office. Larsen's office fired the offending staffers within hours.[2]
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 Political positions




In 2006, CQPolitics described him:


Larsen, a member of the centrist New Democrat Coalition in the House, has carved an image as a moderate[image: External link] that appeals to crucial swing voters in the politically competitive coastal district in the northwestern corner of Washington[image: External link] State. He still maintains support from centers surrounding the port cities of Everett[image: External link] and Bellingham[image: External link].

Given the importance of defense- and aviation-oriented jobs in the 2nd District, Larsen’s seats on the Armed Services Committee[image: External link] and the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee[image: External link] are politically advantageous.[3]



Rick Larsen has repeatedly cosponsored legislation that would create the Wild Sky Wilderness[image: External link] area in his home district[4] and is a member of the Congressional Wildlife Refuge Caucus[image: External link]. Larsen has authored a law that regulates the international marriage brokering industry, by protecting "mail order brides[image: External link]" from abuse and clients from being monetarily ripped off.[5] Among his other priorities are fighting for better access to health care for veterans and the poor, increasing support for government programs that combat homelessness, increasing highway funding, and finding solutions to the growing methamphetamine problem in the district. Larsen also meets regularly with the community-at-large in various events or forums and is able to help provide information if needed.
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 Transportation




One of Rick Larsen’s major priorities is transportation issues. As a member of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, he has voted yes on every transportation bill since being reelected in 2008.[6] He believes that “sound investments in transportation keep our economy moving,” and improve conditions in other areas.[6] Representative Larsen has gotten over $52 million in the form of transportation projects for the SAFETEA-LU Bill to improve highways, increase funding for ferry systems, and expedite the flow of traffic and goods through border crossings.[7]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Labor




Since being reelected in 2008, Representative Larsen has voted yes on every labor bill, ranging from the “S-Miner Act” to the “Extending Federal Emergency Unemployment Benefits and Providing Business and Homebuyer Tax Credits” bill.[6] Rick Larsen has shown strong support for the interests of the Utility Workers Union of America, Service Employees International Union, American Federation of State, County & Municipal Employees, and AFL – CIO.[8] He works to support the local Washington economy by investing in small to medium-sized businesses to help them succeed in the global economy.[6]
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 Abortion




Pro-choice interest groups have consistently supported Rick Larsen. Planned Parenthood[image: External link], National Family Planning & Reproductive Health Association and NARAL Pro-Choice America[image: External link] have all highly rated his position on abortion.[9] In addition, he has voted against several bills that would restrict abortion rights.[10]
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 Healthcare reform




Larsen has supported the House Democratic proposal for publicly funded health care[image: External link].[11] He voted for the reform bill in November 2009.[12]
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 Iraq War




Although Larsen initially voted against a bill authorizing military force in Iraq in October 2002, he has since voted yes on nearly every bill put forth in the House concerning the Iraq[image: External link] and Afghanistan[image: External link].[13] Larsen supports President Obama's proposed exit strategy which promises to remove combat troops by summer of 2010.[14]
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 Political campaigns





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2006




See also: United States House of Representatives elections in Washington, 2006 § District 2[image: External link]


Larsen defeated Republican candidate Doug Roulstone[image: External link], a retired Navy officer who was recruited by GOP strategists. Larsen received 65% of the vote to Roulstone's 34%.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2008




See also: United States House of Representatives elections in Washington, 2008[image: External link]


Larsen was challenged in the Democratic primary during his 2008 reelection campaign by perennial candidate Glen Johnson. His Republican opponent for the House race was recently retired Snohomish County Sheriff Rick Bart.

For the 2008 election cycle, Rick Larsen’s campaign’s total income was $1,336,438.[15] His campaign spent $1,155,691.[15] The companies that contributed the most money were Boeing Co., Microsoft Corp., American Dental Assn., McBee Strategic Consulting, and Puget Energy.[15] The labor, finance/insurance/real estate, transportation, misc. business, and health sectors were the largest contributing sectors.[15] The major industry donations came from health professionals, transportation unions, building trade unions, retired, and sea transport.[15]
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 2010




See also: United States House of Representatives elections in Washington, 2010 § District 2[image: External link]


Larsen narrowly defeated Republican nominee John Koster to win a sixth term.

Larson was endorsed by the Seattle Post-Intelligencer[image: External link] on October 13, 2010.[16]
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 2012




United States House of Representatives elections, 2012#District 2[image: External link]

In 2012, Larsen won reelection by a comfortable margin, with 61% of the vote as compared to Republican Dan Matthews[image: External link]' 39%.[17]
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 Electoral history






	
Washington's 2nd congressional district[image: External link][18][20]




	Year
	
	Democrat
	Votes
	Pct
	
	Republican
	Votes
	Pct
	
	3rd Party
	Party
	Votes
	Pct
	
	3rd Party
	Party
	Votes
	Pct
	



	2000[image: External link]
	
	Rick Larsen
	146,617
	50%
	
	John Koster[image: External link]
	134,660
	46%
	
	Stuart Andrews
	Libertarian
	7,672
	3%
	
	Glen S. Johnson
	Natural Law
	4,231
	1%
	



	2002[image: External link]
	
	Rick Larsen
	101,219
	50%
	
	Norma Smith[image: External link]
	92,528
	46%
	
	Bruce Guthrie
	Libertarian
	4,326
	2%
	
	Bernard P. Haggerty
	Green[image: External link]
	4,077
	2%
	



	2004[image: External link]
	
	Rick Larsen
	202,383
	64%
	
	Suzanne Sinclair[image: External link]
	106,333
	34%
	
	Bruce Guthrie
	Libertarian
	7,966
	2%
	
	
	
	
	
	



	2006[image: External link]
	
	Rick Larsen
	157,064
	64%
	
	Doug Roulstone[image: External link]
	87,730
	36%
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	2008[image: External link]
	
	Rick Larsen
	217,416
	62%
	
	Rick Bart
	131,051
	38%
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	2010[image: External link]
	
	Rick Larsen
	155,241
	51%
	
	John Koster[image: External link]
	148,722
	49%
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	2012[image: External link]
	
	Rick Larsen
	184,826
	61%
	
	Dan Matthews[image: External link]
	117,465
	39%
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	2014
	
	Rick Larsen
	67,812
	62%
	
	B.J. Guillot
	41,889
	38%
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	2016
	
	Rick Larsen
	208,314
	64%
	
	Marc Hennemann
	117,094
	36%
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United States Senator

from Connecticut[image: External link]




	
In office

January 3, 1989 – January 3, 2013



	Preceded by
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	Chair of the Senate Homeland Security Committee[image: External link]




	
In office

January 3, 2007 – January 3, 2013



	Preceded by
	Susan Collins[image: External link]



	Succeeded by
	Tom Carper



	
In office

June 6, 2001 – January 3, 2003



	Preceded by
	Fred Thompson[image: External link]
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	Susan Collins[image: External link]



	
In office

January 3, 2001 – January 20, 2001



	Preceded by
	Fred Thompson[image: External link]



	Succeeded by
	Fred Thompson[image: External link]



	21st Attorney General of Connecticut[image: External link]




	
In office

January 5, 1983 – January 3, 1989



	Governor
	William O'Neill[image: External link]



	Preceded by
	Carl Ajello[image: External link]



	Succeeded by
	Clarine Riddle[image: External link]



	Personal details



	Born
	
Joseph Isadore Lieberman

February 24, 1942 (age 75)

Stamford[image: External link], Connecticut[image: External link], U.S.[image: External link]




	Political party
	
Independent (2006–present)




	Other political

affiliations
	
Democratic[image: External link] (1989–2006)




	Spouse(s)
	Betty Haas (1965–1981)

Hadassah Freilich[image: External link] (1982–present)




	Children
	4



	Education
	
Yale University ( BA[image: External link], JD)
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Joseph Isadore "Joe" Lieberman (born February 24, 1942) is an American[image: External link] politician who was a United States Senator from Connecticut[image: External link] from 1989 to 2013. A former member of the Democratic Party[image: External link], he was the party's nominee for Vice President in the 2000 election[image: External link]. Currently he is an Independent.

Born in Stamford, Connecticut[image: External link], Lieberman is a graduate of Yale University and Yale Law School. He was elected as a "Reform Democrat[image: External link]" in 1970 to the Connecticut Senate[image: External link], where he served three terms as Majority Leader. After an unsuccessful bid for the U.S. House of Representatives in 1980, he served as state Attorney General[image: External link] from 1983 to 1989. Lieberman defeated moderate Republican Lowell Weicker[image: External link] in 1988 to win election to the U.S. Senate, and was re-elected in 1994, 2000, and 2006. Lieberman was the Democratic[image: External link] nominee for Vice President in the 2000 United States presidential election[image: External link], running with presidential nominee Al Gore, and becoming the first Jewish candidate on a major[image: External link] American political party presidential ticket.[1][2]

In the 2000 presidential election, Gore and Lieberman won the popular vote[image: External link] by a margin of more than 500,000 votes, but lost the deciding Electoral College[image: External link] to the Republican George W. Bush / Dick Cheney ticket 271–266. Lieberman also unsuccessfully sought the Democratic nomination in the 2004 presidential election[image: External link].

During his re-election bid in 2006, he lost the Democratic Party primary election[image: External link], but won re-election in the general election as a third party[image: External link] candidate under the "Connecticut for Lieberman[image: External link]" party label. Lieberman himself was never a member of that party, but instead remained a registered Democrat while he ran.[3]

Lieberman was officially listed in Senate records for the 110th[image: External link] and 111th Congresses[image: External link] as an "Independent Democrat[image: External link]",[4] and sat as part of the Senate Democratic Caucus[image: External link]. But after his speech at the 2008 Republican National Convention[image: External link] in which he endorsed John McCain for President, Lieberman no longer attended Democratic Caucus leadership strategy meetings or policy lunches.[5] On November 5, 2008, Lieberman met with Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid[image: External link] to discuss his future role with the Democratic Party. Ultimately, the Senate Democratic Caucus[image: External link] voted to allow Lieberman to keep chairmanship of the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs[image: External link]. Subsequently, Lieberman announced that he would continue to caucus with the Democrats.[6] Before the 2016 election, he endorsed Hillary Clinton for President.

As Senator, he introduced and championed the Don't Ask, Don't Tell Repeal Act of 2010 and legislation that led to the creation of the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link]. During debate on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link], as the crucial 60th vote needed to pass the legislation, Lieberman's opposition to the public option[image: External link] was critical for its removal from the resulting bill.[7] Lieberman announced in January 2011 that he would retire from the Senate at the end of his term, and he did so in January 2013.[8]



TOP
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 Early life




Lieberman was born in Stamford, Connecticut[image: External link], the son of Henry, who ran a liquor store, and Marcia (née Manger) Lieberman.[9] His family is Jewish[image: External link]; his paternal grandparents emigrated from Congress Poland[image: External link] and his maternal grandparents were from Austria-Hungary[image: External link].[10] He received a B.A.[image: External link] in both political science[image: External link] and economics[image: External link] from Yale University in 1964 and was the first member of his family to graduate from college. At Yale he was editor of the Yale Daily News[image: External link] and a member of the Elihu Club[image: External link]. His roommate was Richard Sugarman[image: External link], a Professor of Philosophy and Religion at the University of Vermont[image: External link] and advisor to 2016 presidential candidate Bernie Sanders[image: External link].[11] Lieberman later attended Yale Law School, receiving his J.D. degree in 1967. After graduation from law school, Lieberman worked as a lawyer for the New Haven[image: External link]-based law firm Wiggin & Dana LLP.

A spokesperson told The Hartford Courant[image: External link] in 1994 that Lieberman received an educational deferment from the Vietnam War draft[image: External link] when he was an undergraduate and law student from 1960 to 1967. Upon graduating from law school at age 25, Lieberman qualified for a family deferment because he was already married and had one child, Matt.[12]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Personal life




Lieberman met his first wife, Betty Haas, at the congressional office of Senator Abraham Ribicoff[image: External link] (D-CT), where they worked as summer student interns. They married in 1965 while Joe Lieberman was in law school. They had two children – Matt and Rebecca. Betty, who is also Jewish, later worked as a psychiatric social worker[image: External link]. In 1981, the couple divorced. When asked about the divorce in an interview with New York Magazine[image: External link], Lieberman said, "one of the differences we had was in levels of religious observance", adding, "I'm convinced if that was the only difference, we wouldn't have gotten divorced."[13]

In 1982, he met his second wife, Hadassah Freilich Tucker[image: External link], while he was running for Attorney General of Connecticut[image: External link]. Hadassah Tucker's parents were Holocaust survivors[image: External link]. According to Washington Jewish Week, Lieberman called her for a date because he thought it would be interesting to go out with someone named Hadassah. ( Hadassah[image: External link] is the name of the Women's Zionist Organization of America[image: External link]).[14] Since March 2005, Hadassah Lieberman has worked for Hill & Knowlton[image: External link], a lobbying firm based in New York City, as a senior counselor in its health and pharmaceuticals practice. She has held senior positions at the Hospital of Saint Raphael[image: External link] in New Haven[image: External link], the American Committee for Shaare Zedek Medical Center[image: External link] in Jerusalem[image: External link], Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials-International[image: External link] (APCO), Pfizer[image: External link], National Research Council[image: External link], Hoffmann-La Roche[image: External link], and Lehman Brothers[image: External link].[15]

Joe and Hadassah Lieberman have a daughter, Hani. Lieberman also has a stepson from Hadassah's previous marriage, Ethan Tucker[image: External link]. Lieberman's son, Matt, graduated from Yale University in 1989, and from Yale Law School in 1994. He is the former Head of School of Greenfield Hebrew Academy in Atlanta, GA.[image: External link] Rebecca, Lieberman's daughter, graduated from Barnard College[image: External link] in 1991, and from the University of Pennsylvania Law School[image: External link] in 1997. She is married to Jacob Wisse. Ethan Tucker, son of Gordon Tucker[image: External link], graduated from Harvard College[image: External link] in 1997 and received his rabbinic ordination from the Chief Rabbinate of Israel. Lieberman is also related to Disney Channel[image: External link] star Raviv Ullman[image: External link] of Phil of the Future[image: External link].[16]

Lieberman describes himself as an "observant" Jew.[1] In 1965 he married Betty Haas, a Reform Jew[image: External link]. Since the death in 1967 of Lieberman's grandmother, a deeply religious immigrant, he found renewed interest in religious observance. His second wife, Hadassah, is also an observant Modern Orthodox Jew[image: External link]. "Hadassah calls herself my right wing", says Lieberman.[13] In Lieberman's 1988 upset of Republican Party[image: External link] incumbent Senator Lowell Weicker[image: External link], Lieberman's religious observance was mostly viewed in terms of refusal to campaign on the Jewish Sabbath[image: External link]. This changed when Gore chose Lieberman as the running mate; a Lieberman press officer who spoke on condition of anonymity said:


He refers to himself as observant, as opposed to Orthodox, because he doesn't follow the strict Orthodox code and doesn't want to offend the Orthodox, and his wife feels the same way.[17]



The Liebermans keep a kosher[image: External link] home and observe the Jewish Sabbath.[17] In one notable instance, then Senator Lieberman walked to the Capitol after Sabbath services to block a Republican filibuster.[18]
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Lieberman has said that there is currently "a constitutional place for faith in our public life", and that the Constitution does not provide for "freedom from religion".[19] He attends Kesher Israel[image: External link] Congregation in Georgetown, Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and Beth Hamedrosh Hagodol – B'nai Israel, The Westville Synagogue, New Haven, Connecticut[image: External link].[20] He also attends Congregation Agudath Sholom in his hometown Stamford.

Lieberman is an admirer of the late Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson[image: External link]. He has said of Schneerson, "I was impressed by this man, by his obvious spirituality, by his soaring intellect, by the extent to which he was involved in the world."[21]

He was the first observant Jew to run on a major party Presidential ticket.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Early political career




Lieberman was elected as a "reform Democrat" to the Connecticut Senate[image: External link] in 1970, where he served for 10 years, including the last six as Majority Leader. He suffered his first defeat in Connecticut elections in the Reagan landslide year of 1980, losing the race for the Third District Congressional seat to Republican Lawrence Joseph DeNardis[image: External link], a state senator from suburban Hamden[image: External link] with whom he had worked closely on bipartisan legislative efforts. In 1981 he wrote an admiring biography of long-time Connecticut and national Democratic leader John Moran Bailey, reviewing also in the book the previous 50 years of Connecticut political history.[22] From 1983 to 1989, he served as Connecticut[image: External link] Attorney General[image: External link].[23] In the 1986 general election, Lieberman won more votes than any other Democrat on the statewide ticket, including Governor William O'Neill[image: External link].[24] As Attorney General, Lieberman emphasized consumer protection and environmental enforcement.
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 U.S. Senate
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 Tenure




Lieberman was first elected to the United States Senate as a Democrat in the 1988 election[image: External link], defeating liberal Republican Lowell Weicker[image: External link] by a margin of 10,000 votes. He scored the nation's biggest political upset that year, after being backed by a coalition of Democrats and unaffiliated voters with support from conservative Republicans[image: External link] (most notably including National Review[image: External link] founder and Firing Line[image: External link] host William F. Buckley, Jr.[image: External link] and his brother, former New York Senator James L. Buckley[image: External link][25]), who were disappointed in three-term Republican incumbent Lowell Weicker's liberal voting record and personal style. During the campaign, he received support from Connecticut's Cuban-American[image: External link] community which was unhappy with Weicker. Lieberman has since remained firmly anti-Castro.[26]

Shortly after his first election to the Senate, Lieberman was approached by incoming Majority Leader[image: External link] George Mitchell who advised him, "Pick out two or three areas that you’re really interested in and learn them so that your colleagues know what you’re talking about...You’re going to have more influence even as a freshman than you think because you know there’s hundreds of issues and inevitably we rely on each other.”[27] Recalling the conversation, Lieberman has said, "that was true when I first came in, although you could see partisanship beginning to eat away at that. But at the end of my 24 years, it was really so partisan that it was hard to make the combinations to get to 60 votes to break a filibuster to get things done."[27]

Lieberman's initiatives against violence in video games[image: External link] are considered the chief impetus behind the establishment of an industry-wide video game rating system[image: External link] during the early 1990s.[28]

In 1994, Lieberman made history by winning by the largest landslide ever in a Connecticut Senate race, drawing 67 percent of the vote and beating his opponent by more than 350,000 votes. Like Bill Clinton and Dick Gephardt, Lieberman served as chair of the Democratic Leadership Council from 1995–2001. In 1998, Lieberman was the first prominent Democrat to publicly challenge Clinton for the judgment exercised in his affair with Monica Lewinsky.[29] However, he voted against removing Clinton from office by impeachment.

Of his criticism of Bill Clinton, Lieberman said in 2014:


It was a very hard thing for me to do because I liked him but I really felt what he did was awful and that unless I felt myself if I didn’t say something, I’d be a hypocrite. I also felt that if somebody who was supportive of him didn’t say something, it would not be good. And so it got a lot of attention. I got a call from Erskine Bowles who was Chief of Staff about three or four days later saying that he was going to express an opinion which wasn’t universally held at the White House – he thought I helped the president by bursting the boil, that was the metaphor he used. The following Sunday morning, I'm at home and the phone rings, it’s the White House. And it’s now about a week and a couple of days since I made the speech. The president says, it was the president, "I just want you to know that there’s nothing you said in that speech that I don’t agree with. And I want you to know that I’m working on it." And we talked for about forty-five minutes. It was amazing.[27]



In spring 2000, Lieberman among other centrist Democrats founded the Senate New Democrat Coalition. In the same year, while concurrently running for the vice presidency, Lieberman was elected[image: External link] to a third Senate term with 64 percent of the vote easily defeating the Republican Philip Giordano[image: External link].
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Main article: Democratic Party primary, Connecticut United States Senate election, 2006[image: External link]




	Democratic Primary Results



	Candidate
	Votes[30]

	Percentage



	Ned Lamont[image: External link]
	146,587
	52%



	Joe Lieberman
	136,468
	48%




Lieberman sought the Democratic Party's renomination for U.S. Senate from Connecticut in 2006 but lost to the comparatively more liberal Ned Lamont[image: External link], a Greenwich[image: External link] businessman and antiwar candidate.

Lieberman was officially endorsed by the Connecticut Democratic Convention, which met in May. However, Lamont received 33 percent of the delegates' votes, forcing an August primary.

In July, Lieberman announced that he would file papers to appear on the November ballot should he lose the primary, stating, "I'm a loyal Democrat, but I have loyalties that are greater than those to my party, and that's my loyalty to my state and my country."[31] He stated that he would continue to sit as a Democrat in the Senate even if he was defeated in the primary and elected on an unaffiliated line, and expressed concern for a potentially low turnout.[32] On July 10, the Lieberman campaign officially filed paperwork allowing him to collect signatures for the newly formed Connecticut for Lieberman[image: External link] party ballot line.[33] On August 8, 2006, Lieberman conceded[image: External link] the Democratic[image: External link] primary election to Ned Lamont, saying, "For the sake of our state, our country and my party, I cannot and will not let that result stand," and announced he would run in the 2006 November election[image: External link] as an independent candidate on the Connecticut for Lieberman[image: External link] ticket, against both Lamont and the Republican candidate, Alan Schlesinger[image: External link].[34]
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Main article: United States Senate election in Connecticut, 2006[image: External link]


Polls after the primary showed Lieberman ahead of Ned Lamont[image: External link] by 5 points.[citation needed[image: External link]] Later polls showed Lieberman leading by varying margins.[citation needed[image: External link]] Alan Schlesinger[image: External link] barely registered support[citation needed[image: External link]] and his campaign had run into problems based on alleged gambling debts. According to columnist Steve Kornacki[image: External link], Lieberman was therefore "able to run in the general election as the de facto Republican candidate – every major Republican office-holder in the state endorsed him – and to supplement that GOP base with strong support from independents."[35]

On August 9, 2006, Hillary Clinton affirmed her pledge to support the primary winner, saying "voters of Connecticut have made their decision and I think that decision should be respected",[36] and Howard Dean called for Lieberman to quit the race, saying he was being "disrespectful of Democrats and disrespectful of the Democratic Party".[37]

On August 10, in his first campaign appearance since losing the Democratic primary, referencing the 2006 transatlantic aircraft plot[image: External link], Lieberman criticized Lamont, saying:[38]


If we just pick up like Ned Lamont wants us to do, get out [of Iraq] by a date certain, it will be taken as a tremendous victory by the same people who wanted to blow up these planes in this plot hatched in England. It will strengthen them and they will strike again.



Lamont noted Lieberman's position was similar to George W. Bush and Dick Cheney's position. Lamont said, “That comment sounds an awful lot like Vice President Cheney’s comment on Wednesday. Both of them believe our invasion of Iraq has a lot to do with 9/11. That’s a false premise.”[38] Lieberman's communications director replied that Lamont was politicizing national security by "portraying [Lieberman] as a soul mate of President Bush on Iraq".[38]

As a moderate Democrat, Lieberman earned an inordinate amount of support from some prominent conservatives in American politics. On August 17, 2006 the National Republican Senatorial Committee[image: External link] stated that they would favor a Lieberman victory in the November election over Democratic nominee Ned Lamont. The NRSC did state, however, that they were not going so far as to actually support Lieberman.[39]

Former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani[image: External link] praised Lieberman at a South Carolina[image: External link] campaign stop on August 18, saying he was "a really exceptional senator."[40] Other Republican supporters of Lieberman included Mayor of New York City[image: External link] Michael Bloomberg[image: External link], former Representative and Republican Vice Presidential candidate Jack Kemp, former Speaker of the House[image: External link] Newt Gingrich and Senator Susan Collins[image: External link] of Maine[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Five Democratic Senators maintained their support for Lieberman, and Lieberman also received the strong support of former Senator and Democratic stalwart Bob Kerrey, who offered to stump for him.[41] Democratic minority leader Harry Reid, while endorsing Lamont, promised Lieberman that he would retain his committee positions and seniority if he prevailed in the general election.

On August 28, Lieberman campaigned at the same motorcycle rally as Republican Congressman Christopher Shays[image: External link].[42] Shays told a crowd of motorcycle enthusiasts, "We have a national treasure in Joe Lieberman."

Mel Sembler[image: External link], a former Republican National Committee[image: External link] finance chairman, helped organize a reception that raised a "couple hundred thousand dollars" for Lieberman, who was personally in attendance. Sembler is a prominent Republican who chaired I. Lewis 'Scooter' Libby[image: External link]'s legal defense fund.[43] New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg[image: External link] held a fundraiser for Lieberman at his home in November, co-hosted by former mayor Ed Koch[image: External link] and former Senator Alfonse M. D'Amato[image: External link].[44] Koch called Lieberman "one of the greatest Senators we've ever had in the Senate."[45]

Despite still considering himself a Democrat, Lieberman was endorsed by numerous Republicans who actively spoke out in favor of his candidacy. Lieberman was also the focus of websites such as ConservativesforLieberman06.com.[46]

On November 7, Lieberman won re-election with 50% of the vote. Ned Lamont[image: External link] garnered 40% of ballots cast and Alan Schlesinger[image: External link] won 10%.[47] Lieberman received support from 33% of Democrats, 54% of independents and 70% of Republicans.[48]

Following the election, Lieberman struck a deal with Democratic leadership allowing him to keep his seniority and chairmanship of the Governmental Affairs Committee. In return, he agreed to vote with the Democrats on all procedural matters unless he asked permission of Majority Whip[image: External link] Richard Durbin[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] He was free to vote as he pleased on policy matters.[citation needed[image: External link]] Along with Bernie Sanders[image: External link], Lieberman's caucusing with the Democrats gave them a 51–49 majority in the Senate, leaving a slim one Senator majority to control the Senate in the 110th Congress[image: External link].
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When control of the Senate switched from Republicans to Democrats in June 2001, Lieberman became Chairman of the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee[image: External link], with oversight responsibilities for a broad range of government activities. He was also a member of the Environment and Public Works Committee[image: External link] and chair of its Subcommittee Clean Air, Wetlands and Private Property[image: External link]; the Armed Services Committee[image: External link], where he chaired the Airland Subcommittee[image: External link] and sat on the Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and Capabilities[image: External link]; and the Small Business Committee[image: External link]. When Republicans gained control of the Senate in January 2003, Lieberman resumed his role as ranking minority member of the committees he had once chaired.[49]

In 2002, as Chairman of what was then known as the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee, Senator Lieberman led the fight to create a new Department of Homeland Security[image: External link]. One month after the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, he introduced legislation to reorganize the federal government to better protect the American people from terrorism and natural disasters and steered a bipartisan plan through his committee. After months of opposing the plan, the White House eventually endorsed the concept. Legislation that passed Congress in 2002 created a department incorporating key organizational elements Senator Lieberman advocated.[50]

In 2006, Senators Lieberman and Collins[image: External link] drafted legislation to reshape the Federal Emergency Management Agency into an agency that would more effectively prepare for and respond to catastrophes, including natural disasters and terrorist attacks. The legislation elevated FEMA to special status within the Department of Homeland Security, much like the Coast Guard[image: External link] and designated the head of FEMA to be the President's point person during an emergency. The bill also called for the reunification of the preparedness and response functions within FEMA, giving it responsibility for all phases of emergency management. And the measure strengthened FEMA's regional offices, creating dedicated interagency "strike teams" to provide the initial federal response to a disaster in the region. The legislation passed Congress in September 2006. As the 2007 hurricane season approached, Lieberman held an oversight hearing on implementation of the FEMA reforms on May 22, 2007. He urged FEMA to implement the reforms at a quicker pace.[50]

Lieberman actively oversaw the government response to the H1N1 influenza[image: External link] (swine flu) pandemic and held four hearings on the subject in 2009, including one in Connecticut. He has continually pressed the United States Department of Health and Human Services[image: External link] to distribute vaccines[image: External link] and antiviral medications at a quicker pace and to streamline the process.[50]

In the 110th Congress, Lieberman was Chairman of the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, which is responsible for assuring the efficiency and effectiveness of the Federal Government. In addition, he was a member of the Environment and Public Works Committee; Senate Armed Services Committee, where he was Chairman of the Subcommittee on Air Land Forces and sat on the Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and Capabilities; and the Small Business Committee.
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Since 1989, Lieberman has received more than $31.4 million in campaign donations from specific industries and sectors. His largest donors have represented the securities and investment ($3.7 million), legal ($3.6 million), real estate ($3.1 million) and health professional ($1.1 million) industries.[51]
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Committee on Armed Services[image: External link]

	
Subcommittee on Airland[image: External link] (Chairman)

	Subcommittee on Personnel[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on SeaPower[image: External link]





	
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs[image: External link] (Chairman)

	Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship[image: External link]
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 Caucus memberships





	Senate Caucus on Global Internet Freedom (Co-Chair)

	Congressional Fire Services Caucus (Co-Chair)

	Congressional Public Service Caucus (Co-Chair)

	International Conservation Caucus[image: External link]
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A survey in October 2010 showed that Lieberman had an approval rating of 31% and that just 24% of Connecticut voters felt he deserved re-election.[52] Lieberman announced on January 19, 2011 that he would retire from the Senate at the end of his fourth term.[53][54] Lieberman gave his farewell address on December 12, 2012.[55] He was succeeded by Democratic representative Chris Murphy[image: External link].

Following his retirement from the Senate, Lieberman became senior counsel of the white collar criminal defense and investigations practice at Kasowitz, Benson, Torres & Friedman[image: External link], a law firm in New York City whose notable clients include Donald Trump.[56] In March 2013, it was announced that Lieberman would be joining the conservative American Enterprise Institute[image: External link] think tank as co-chairman of their American Internationalism Project, alongside former Republican Senator Jon Kyl[image: External link].[57] In February 2014, Lieberman was named as Counselor at the National Bureau of Asian Research[image: External link].[58] Additionally, he serves as the Lieberman Chair of Public Policy and Public Service at Yeshiva University[image: External link], where he teaches an undergraduate course in political science.

In 2015, Lieberman served as Co-chair of the Blue Ribbon Study Panel on Biodefense[image: External link], a commission that recommended changes to U.S. policy regarding biodefense.[59]In order to address biological threats facing the nation, the Blue Ribbon Study Panel on Biodefense created a 33 step initiative for the U.S. Government to implement. Joe Lieberman headed the organization with former Governor Tom Ridge, and the Study Panel assembled in Washington D.C. for four meetings concerning current biodefense programs. The Study Panel concluded that the federal government had little to no defense mechanisms in case of a biological event. The Study Panel's final report, The National Blueprint for Biodefense, proposes a string of solutions and recommendations for the U.S. Government to take, including items such as giving the Vice President authority over biodefense responsibilities and merging the entire biodefense budget. These solutions represent the Panel's call to action in order to increase awareness and activity for pandemic related issues. 

In August 2015, Lieberman became chairman of the advocacy group United Against Nuclear Iran[image: External link] (UANI).[60] In early September 2015, Lieberman attended a rally outside the office of New York Senator Kirsten Gillibrand[image: External link] held in the hopes that such a protest would lead the senator to retract her support for the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action[image: External link].[61]

In March 2016, Lieberman was hired by the Schaghticoke Tribal Nation[image: External link] to assist the group in challenging Connecticut laws giving exemptions to only the top two state gaming tribes to build casinos.[62][63]

In 2016, Lieberman joined the Muslim-Jewish Advisory Council[image: External link], an organization founded to address anti-Muslim and anti-Jewish bigotry in the United States.[64] Lieberman is also on the advisory board of the Counter Extremism Project[image: External link] (CEP).[65]

In early 2017, Lieberman introduced Pres.-elect Donald Trump's nominee as Secretary of Education[image: External link] Betsy DeVos[image: External link] to the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pension committee[image: External link]. One report on Lieberman's involvement was critical of him for failing to disclose in his testimony the extensive legal work his Kasowitz, Benson, Torres & Friedman law firm had done for Donald Trump since at least as long ago as 2001. The work included bankrupt casino restructuring and, during the 2016 campaign, threatening the New York Times over publication of a few 1995 Trump tax documents[image: External link].[66]

On May 17, 2017, Lieberman was interviewed by President Donald Trump for the position of FBI Director, to replace recently fired James Comey.[67] The interview took place against the background of the appointment of Special Counsel Robert Mueller[image: External link] to investigate issues connected to Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections[image: External link].[68] Speaking to reporters while meeting with Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos, Trump said he was "very close" to choosing a new FBI director to replace James Comey, and when asked if Lieberman was his top pick, Trump said yes.[69] The President also stated that the odds were "better than 50-50" that his pick for FBI director would be made before he departs for his first trip abroad on Friday.[70] However, no announcement was made publicly on Friday.[70] On May 25, 2017, Lieberman officially withdrew his name from consideration.[71]
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Main article: United States presidential election, 2000[image: External link]


In August 2000, Lieberman was selected as the nominee for Vice President of the United States by Al Gore, the Democratic Party nominee for President.[72] Among the last round candidates were U.S. senators Bob Graham[image: External link], John Kerry and John Edwards. The nomination committee was headed by Warren Christopher.[73] Lieberman was the first Jewish candidate on a major political party ticket.[72] Of the vetting process, Lieberman related a conversation in which Christopher told him the background checks would be "like a medical procedure without an anesthesia." [27]

The Gore/Lieberman ticket won a plurality[image: External link] of the popular vote[image: External link], with over half a million more votes than the Republican ticket of George W. Bush and Dick Cheney, but they were defeated in the Electoral College[image: External link] by a vote of 271 to 266 after an intense legal battle concerning the outcome in disputed counties (see Bush v. Gore[image: External link]). The US Supreme Court ruled that the Florida Supreme court should follow their own constitution which did not allow any more recounts.

Like Democratic VP candidates Lyndon B. Johnson in 1960, Lloyd Bentsen in 1988, John Edwards in 2004, and Joe Biden in 2008, Lieberman's Senate term was due to expire during the election cycle. He decided to run for re-election to maintain his seat, as Johnson, Bentsen and Biden did. Three won re-election to the Senate, but Johnson and Biden then gave up their Senate seats because they were also elected Vice President. Edwards did not simultaneously run for re-election to the Senate.
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On January 13, 2003, Lieberman announced his intention to seek the Democratic nomination[image: External link] as a candidate in the 2004 presidential election[image: External link].

Describing his Presidential hopes, Lieberman opined that his historically hawkish[image: External link] stance would appeal to voters. Indeed, he initially led in polls of primaries, but due to his political positions he failed to win a support of liberal[image: External link] Democratic voters, who dominated the primaries.[74]

Prior to his defeat in New Hampshire[image: External link], Lieberman declared that his campaign was picking up "Joementum"; however, he failed to provide such momentum during the New Hampshire primary debates, held at Saint Anselm College[image: External link] days before the primary.[75] On February 3, 2004, Lieberman withdrew his candidacy after failing to win any of the five primaries or two caucuses held that day. He acknowledged to the Hartford Courant[image: External link] that his support for the war in Iraq was a large part of his undoing with voters.[76]

Lieberman's former running candidate Al Gore did not support Lieberman's Presidential run, and in December 2003 endorsed Howard Dean's candidacy, saying "This is about all of us and all of us need to get behind the strongest candidate [Dean]."[77]

Finally Lieberman withdrew from the race without winning a single contest. In total popular vote he placed 7th behind the eventual nominee, Massachusetts[image: External link] senator John Kerry; the eventual Vice Presidential nominee, North Carolina[image: External link] Senator John Edwards; former Governor of Vermont[image: External link] Howard Dean; Ohio[image: External link] Representative[image: External link] Dennis Kucinich[image: External link]; retired General Wesley Clark; and Reverend Al Sharpton[image: External link].[78]
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Further information: United States presidential election, 2008[image: External link]


On December 17, 2007, Lieberman endorsed Republican[image: External link] Senator John McCain for president in 2008,[79] going against his party and going back on his stance in July 2006 when he stated "I want Democrats to be back in the majority in Washington and elect a Democratic president in 2008."[80] Lieberman cited his agreement with McCain's stance on the War on Terrorism[image: External link] as the primary reason for the endorsement.[81]

On June 5, Lieberman launched "Citizens for McCain," hosted on the McCain campaign website, to recruit Democratic support for John McCain's candidacy. He emphasized the group's outreach to supporters of Hillary Clinton, who was at that time broadly expected to lose the Democratic presidential nomination to Barack Obama.[82] Citizens for McCain was prominently featured in McCain team efforts to attract disgruntled Hillary Clinton supporters such as Debra Bartoshevich[image: External link].[83][84]

Lieberman spoke at the 2008 Republican National Convention[image: External link] on behalf of McCain and his running mate, Alaska Governor[image: External link] Sarah Palin[image: External link].[85] Lieberman was alongside McCain and Senator Lindsey Graham[image: External link] during a visit to French president[image: External link] Nicolas Sarkozy[image: External link] on March 21, 2008.[86] Lieberman was mentioned as a possible Vice Presidential nominee on a McCain ticket,[87][88] although Lieberman had denied interest.[89] ABC News reported that Lieberman was McCain's first choice for Vice President until several days before the selection, when McCain had decided that picking Lieberman would alienate the conservative base of the Republican Party.[90][91] Lieberman had been mentioned as a possible Secretary of State under a McCain administration.[92]

Many Democrats wanted Lieberman to be stripped of his chairmanship of the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs[image: External link] due to his support for John McCain which went against the party's wishes.[93] Republican Minority Leader Mitch McConnell[image: External link] reached out to Lieberman, asking him to caucus with the Republicans.[94] Ultimately, the Senate Democratic Caucus[image: External link] voted 42 to 13 to allow Lieberman to keep chairmanship (although he did lose his membership for the Environment and Public Works Committee[image: External link]). Subsequently, Lieberman announced that he will continue to caucus with the Democrats.[6] Lieberman credited President-elect[image: External link] Barack Obama for helping him keep his chairmanship. Obama had privately urged Democratic Senate Majority Leader[image: External link] Harry Reid[image: External link] not to remove Lieberman from his position. Reid stated that Lieberman's criticism of Obama during the election angered him, but that "if you look at the problems we face as a nation, is this a time we walk out of here saying, 'Boy did we get even'?" Senator Tom Carper of Delaware[image: External link] also credited the Democrats' decision on Lieberman to Obama's support, stating that "If Barack can move on, so can we."[95][96]

Some members of the Democratic caucus were reportedly angry at the decision not to punish Lieberman more severely. Senator Bernie Sanders[image: External link] of Vermont[image: External link] (who is an Independent) stated that he voted to punish Lieberman "because while millions of people worked hard for Obama, Lieberman actively worked for four more years of President Bush's policies."[96]

Lieberman's embrace of certain conservative policies and in particular his endorsement of John McCain have been cited as factors for his high approval rating among Republicans in Connecticut with 66% of Republicans approving of him along with 52% of independents also approving of his job performance, this however is also cited for his mediocre approval rating among Democrats: 44% approving and 46% disapproving.[97][97]
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On August 10, 2016, Lieberman endorsed Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton in the 2016 presidential election[image: External link].[98]
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While he has long considered himself a member of the Democratic Party, Lieberman has been said by some to be more conservative than many Republicans. In February 2007, Lieberman spoke before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee[image: External link] in support of the confirmation of Sam Fox[image: External link] as ambassador to Belgium. Fox, a prominent Republican businessman and political donor, was a contributor to the Swift Boat Veterans for Truth[image: External link] campaign in 2004.[99] Fox is also reported to have donated to Lieberman's 2006 Senate campaign.[100]

Lieberman was a supporter of the Iraq War and has urged action against Iran. In July 2008, Lieberman spoke at the annual conference of Christians United for Israel[image: External link] (CUFI) then later, in July 2009, accepted from John Hagee CUFI's "Defender of Israel Award".[101] Pastor Hagee[image: External link], CUFI's founder and leader, has made a number of controversial remarks, including a statement that the Catholic Church is "the great whore" and a suggestion that God sent Adolf Hitler[image: External link] to bring the Jews to Israel[image: External link].[102]

In May 2010, while favoring the filibuster[image: External link] and threatening to use it in 2009 to eliminate a public health option as part of the healthcare proposal, Lieberman once strongly opposed the filibuster. In 1995, he joined with Senator Tom Harkin to co-sponsor an amendment to kill the filibuster. “The filibuster hurts the credibility of the entire Senate and impedes progress,” Lieberman told the Hartford Courant[image: External link] (January 6, 1995).[103]

In April 2010, Lieberman blasted President Obama for stripping terms like "Islamic extremism" from a key national security document, calling the move dishonest, wrong-headed and disrespectful to the majority of Muslims who are not terrorists.[104]

Lieberman has favored greater use of surveillance cameras by the federal government and referred to attempts by Congress to investigate illegal wire-tapping as "partisan gridlock". On June 19, 2010, Lieberman introduced a bill called "Protecting Cyberspace as a National Asset Act of 2010[image: External link]",[105] which he co-wrote with Senator Susan Collins[image: External link] (R-ME) and Senator Thomas Carper[image: External link] (D-DE). If signed into law, this controversial bill, which the American media dubbed the "Kill switch bill[image: External link]", would grant the President emergency powers over the Internet. However, all three co-authors of the bill issued a statement claiming that instead, the bill "[narrowed] existing broad Presidential authority to take over telecommunications networks".[106] American computer security[image: External link] specialist and author Bruce Schneier[image: External link] objected to the "kill switch" proposal on the basis that it rests on several faulty assumptions and that it's "too coarse a hammer". Schneier wrote:


Defending his proposal, Sen. Lieberman pointed out that China has this capability. It's debatable whether or not it actually does, but it's actively pursuing the capability because the country cares less about its citizens. Here in the U.S., it is both wrong and dangerous to give the president the power and ability to commit Internet suicide and terrorize Americans in this way.[107]



Lieberman has been a major opponent of the whistle-blowing[image: External link] website WikiLeaks[image: External link]. His staff "made inquiries"[108] of Amazon.com[image: External link] and other internet companies such as PayPal[image: External link], Visa[image: External link], and MasterCard[image: External link] which resulted in them suspending service to WikiLeaks. Journalist Glenn Greenwald[image: External link] called Lieberman's actions "one of the most pernicious acts by a U.S. Senator in quite some time," and accused Lieberman of "emulat[ing] Chinese dictators" by "abusing his position as Homeland Security[image: External link] Chairman to thuggishly dictate to private companies which websites they should and should not host – and, more important, what you can and cannot read on the Internet."[109] Lieberman has also suggested that "the New York Times and other news organisations publishing the US embassy cables being released by WikiLeaks could be investigated for breaking US espionage laws[image: External link]."[110]

Along with Senators John Ensign[image: External link] and Scott Brown[image: External link], Lieberman "introduced a bill to amend the Espionage Act[image: External link] in order to facilitate the prosecution of folks like Wikileaks."[111] Critics have noted that "[l]eaking [classified] information in the first place is already a crime, so the measure is aimed squarely at publishers," and that "Lieberman’s proposed solution to WikiLeaks could have implications for journalists reporting on some of the more unsavory practices of the intelligence community."[112] Legal analyst Benjamin Wittes[image: External link] has called the proposed legislation "the worst of both worlds," saying:


It leaves intact the current World War I-era Espionage Act provision, 18 U.S.C. 793(e), a law [with] many problems... and then takes a currently well-drawn law and expands its scope to the point that it covers a lot more than the most reckless of media excesses. A lot of good journalism would be a crime under this provision; after all, knowingly and willfully publishing material 'concerning the human intelligence activities of the United States or any foreign government' is no small part of what a good newspaper does."[111]



As a result of these statements and actions, Lieberman has been perceived as an opponent of Internet free speech[image: External link] and become the target of Anonymous[image: External link] attacks under Operation Payback[image: External link].[113]
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Main article: Political positions of Joe Lieberman[image: External link]


Lieberman was one of the Senate's strongest advocates for the war in Iraq[image: External link]. He is also an outspoken supporter of the U.S.- Israel[image: External link] relationship. On domestic issues, he strongly supports free trade[image: External link] economics while reliably voting for pro-trade union[image: External link] legislation. He has also opposed filibustering Republican judicial appointments. With Lynne Cheney[image: External link] and others, Lieberman co-founded American Council of Trustees and Alumni[image: External link] in 1995. Lieberman is a supporter of abortion rights[image: External link] and of the rights of gays and lesbians[image: External link] to adopt children[image: External link], to be protected with hatecrime legislation[image: External link], and to serve openly[image: External link] in the military.[114] Lieberman was one of the Senate's leading opponents of violence in video games and on television. Lieberman describes himself as being "genuinely an Independent," saying "I agree more often than not with Democrats on domestic policy[image: External link]. I agree more often than not with Republicans on foreign[image: External link] and defense policy[image: External link]."[115] Lieberman is also famous for championing, authoring and leading the effort that led to the repeal of Don't ask, don't tell.[citation needed[image: External link]]

During debate on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link], Lieberman opposed the public option. As the crucial 60th vote needed to pass the legislation, his opposition to the public option was critical for its removal from the resulting bill.[7]

Lieberman was an integral part in attempting to stop WikiLeaks[image: External link] from publishing further material using U.S.-based corporations in the United States diplomatic cables leak[image: External link] of 2010.[116]

In June 2015, Lieberman was a signatory to a public letter written by a bipartisan group of 19 U.S. diplomats, experts, and others, on the then-pending negotiations for an agreement between Iran and world powers[image: External link] over Iran's nuclear program.[117][118] That letter outlined concerns about several provisions in the then-unfinished agreement and called for a number of improvements to strengthen the prospective agreement and win the letter-writers' support for it.[117] The final agreement, concluded in July 2015, shows the influence of the letter.[117]

On May 17, 2017 it was announced Lieberman was a frontrunner to replace FBI Director James Comey.[119]
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In 2008, Lieberman received the U.S. Senator John Heinz Award for Greatest Public Service by an Elected or Appointed Official, an award given out annually by Jefferson Awards[image: External link].[120]

In 2011, the National Defense University[image: External link] foundation honored Senators Lieberman and John McCain the American Patriot Award for their lifetimes of public service. They were recognized for their outstanding record of contributions to America’s national security[image: External link], armed forces[image: External link] and veterans[image: External link] throughout their impressive careers in government.[121]
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Lieberman is the author of seven books: The Power Broker (1966), a biography of the late Democratic Party chairman, John M. Bailey; The Scorpion and the Tarantula (1970), a study of early efforts to control nuclear proliferation[image: External link]; The Legacy (1981), a history of Connecticut[image: External link] politics from 1930 to 1980; Child Support in America (1986), a guidebook on methods to increase the collection of child support[image: External link] from delinquent fathers; In Praise of Public Life (2000); An Amazing Adventure (2003), reflecting on his 2000 vice presidential run; and The Gift of Rest: Rediscovering the Beauty of the Sabbath (2011), written with David Klinghoffer[image: External link].

In his book Ticking Time Bomb: Counter-Terrorism Lessons from the U.S. Government's Failure to Prevent the Fort Hood Attack (2011), he described Australian Muslim preacher Feiz Mohammad[image: External link], American-Yemeni imam Anwar al-Awlaki[image: External link], Muslim cleric Abdullah el-Faisal[image: External link], and Pakistani-American Samir Khan[image: External link] as "virtual spiritual sanctioners" who use the internet to offer religious justification for Islamist terrorism.[122]
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Will Marshall is one of the founders of the New Democrat[image: External link] movement, which aims to steer the US Democratic Party[image: External link] toward a more pro-economic growth orientation. Since its founding in 1989, he has been president of the Progressive Policy Institute, a think tank[image: External link] affiliated with the Democratic Leadership Council (DLC).

He served on the board of the Committee for the Liberation of Iraq[image: External link], an organization chaired by Joe Lieberman (I) and John McCain (R) designed to build support for the invasion of Iraq[image: External link]. Marshall also signed, at the outset of the war, a letter issued by the Project for the New American Century[image: External link] (PNAC) expressing support for the invasion. Marshall signed a similar letter sent to President Bush put out by the Social Democrats USA[image: External link] on Feb. 25, 2003, just before the invasion. The SDUSA letter urged Bush to commit to "maintaining substantial U.S. military forces in Iraq for as long as may be required to ensure a stable, representative regime is in place and functioning."

He writes frequently on political and public policy matters, especially the "Politics of Ideas" column in Blueprint, the DLC's magazine. Notably, he is one of the co-authors of Progressive Internationalism: A Democratic National Security Strategy[image: External link].

Prior to the founding of PPI, Marshall was variously a speechwriter for Lieutenant Governor Dick Davis[image: External link] of Virginia[image: External link], Governor Jim Hunt[image: External link] of North Carolina[image: External link] and Representative Gillis Long[image: External link] of Louisiana[image: External link].

Marshall holds a B.A. in English and History from the University of Virginia[image: External link].
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Jim Moran






This article is about the U.S. Congressman from Virginia. For other people named James Moran, see James Moran (disambiguation)[image: External link].

James Patrick Moran Jr. (born May 16, 1945), known as Jim Moran, is a former U.S. Representative for Virginia's 8th congressional district[image: External link] in Northern Virginia[image: External link], including the cities of Falls Church[image: External link] and Alexandria[image: External link], all of Arlington County[image: External link], and a portion of Fairfax County[image: External link]. Moran served from 1991 to 2015, and is a member of the Democratic Party[image: External link].

Moran was the mayor of Alexandria, Virginia[image: External link] from 1985 to 1990, when he resigned to run for Congress. He defeated Republican[image: External link] incumbent Stanford Parris[image: External link] in the general election[image: External link] on November 6, 1990, and was sworn in the following January. He is of Irish[image: External link] descent, and is the son of professional football player James Moran Sr.[image: External link] and the brother of former Democratic Party of Virginia Chairman Brian Moran[image: External link].

Moran announced on January 15, 2014, that he would retire from Congress at the end of his term.[1] Moran is currently a professor of practice in the School of Public and International Affairs in the College of Architecture and Urban Studies at Virginia Tech[image: External link].[2]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early life, education, and business career




Moran, the eldest of seven children, was born in Buffalo, New York[image: External link], and grew up in Natick, Massachusetts[image: External link], a suburb of Boston. His parents were Dorothy (née Dwyer) and James Moran Sr.[image: External link], a professional football[image: External link] player for the Boston Redskins[image: External link] in 1935 and 1936; outside of football he worked as a probation officer.[3] Both his father and mother were Roosevelt Democrats and supporters of the New Deal[image: External link]. Moran attended Marian High School[image: External link] in Framingham, Massachusetts[image: External link].[4][5]

Moran played college football[image: External link] on an athletic scholarship at the College of the Holy Cross[image: External link],[6] where his father had been a football star in the early 1930s. Moran received his B.A. in economics in 1967. In 1970, he received a Master of Public Administration[image: External link] from the University of Pittsburgh[image: External link]. After college, Moran followed his father's footstep to become an amateur boxer, and during a campaign in 1992, he admitted that he had used marijuana[image: External link] during his early twenties.[7] After a brief career as a stockbroker and graduate school attendance, Moran moved to Washington, D.C.[6]
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 Early political career




He worked for five years at the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare[image: External link], as a budget officer, then became a senior specialist for budgetary and fiscal policy at the Library of Congress[image: External link]. His final position, from 1976 to 1979, was on the staff of U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations[image: External link].[8]

In 1979, Moran was elected to the Alexandria, Virginia[image: External link], City Council[image: External link]. He was deputy mayor[image: External link] from 1982 until his resignation in 1984 as part of a nolo contendere[image: External link] plea bargain to a misdemeanor conflict of interest charge, which courts later erased. The incident stemmed from charges that Moran had used money from a political action committee[image: External link] to rent a tuxedo and buy Christmas cards; both of which were later judged by the Commonwealth Attorney[image: External link] to "fit the definition of constituent services", and were dismissed.[9]

In 1985, Moran was elected Mayor of Alexandria. He was reelected in 1988,[10] and resigned after he was elected to Congress in November 1990.
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 U.S. House of Representatives
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 Elections




See also: United States House of Representatives elections in Virginia, 2012 § District 8[image: External link]


In 1990, Moran first won election to the United States House of Representatives, defeating five-term Republican incumbent Stan Parris[image: External link]. During the campaign, Parris, referring to the issue of the Gulf War, said, "The only three people I know who support Saddam Hussein's position are Moammar Gadhafi[image: External link], Yasser Arafat, and Jim Moran." Moran angrily responded by saying that Parris was "a deceitful, fatuous jerk", and that he wanted "to break his nose".[11][12] Moran's well-financed campaign also focused on Parris' opposition to abortion. Moran upset Parris, winning by 7.1 percent.[13] He was sworn into office in January 1991.[14][14]

In the next two elections, Moran faced Republican lawyer Kyle McSlarrow[image: External link]. During the 1992 campaign, McSlarrow accused Moran of "lying to the public". Moran responded by portraying McSlarrow as a drug abuser, referring to the candidate's admitted use of cocaine[image: External link] and marijuana[image: External link] while at the University of Virginia[image: External link].[15] Moran compared McSlarrow to Parris, saying that Parris had "[t]en times more integrity than McSlarrow. He didn't create lies."[16] Moran defeated McSlarrow with 56 percent of the vote. He was helped by the 1990s redistricting, which cut out some of the more Republican-leaning areas of his district.

In 1994, Moran's daughter Dorothy was suffering from an inoperable brain tumor. During the campaign, neither Moran or McSlarrow used the negative tactics of two years earlier. On his campaign strategy that election, McSlarrow said "It would not be a community service to shut down this campaign, but I probably will not talk much about Moran."[17] Moran was reelected with 59 percent of the vote.

In 1998 and 2000, Moran faced Republican and flat tax[image: External link] advocate Demaris H. Miller. In the 1998 campaign Miller accused Moran of flip-flopping in his support of President Bill Clinton, after Moran, who had been a vocal supporter of the Clinton White House, voted in favor of opening an impeachment inquiry following the Monica Lewinsky scandal[image: External link].[18]

In 2002, Moran defeated Republican S. C. Tate and Independent R. V. Crickenberger.

In June 2004, Moran, for the first time since his election in 1990, had a Democratic opponent in a primary. Moran defeated Alexandria attorney Andrew M. Rosenberg, 59% to 41%.[19] In November, he defeated Republican Lisa Marie Cheney.

In 2006, Moran defeated Republican challenger T. M. Odonoghue and Independent J. T. Hurysz.

In 2008, Moran again had a primary challenger; he won with 86% of the vote. In the general election[image: External link], Moran faced Republican Mark Ellmore and Independent Green[image: External link] Ron Fisher. He won with 68 percent of the vote to Elmore's 30 percent.[20]

In November 2009 Ellmore announced he would again challenge Moran, but dropped out of the race four months later.[21] In the June 2010 Republican primary, attorney Matthew Berry[image: External link] narrowly lost to retired U.S. Army[image: External link] Colonel J. Patrick Murray[image: External link], after a last-minute mailing attacking Berry's homosexuality.[22][23] Fisher again was on the ballot.[24] During the campaign, Moran was criticized by military advocacy groups and conservatives for saying, at a local Democratic committee meeting, that Murray had not "served or performed any kind of public service".[25][26][27][28] Moran responded by commending Murray's military service, while saying that he used the phrase in relation to Murray not having engaged in "local civic engagement" and not having served in local office.[29] In November 2010, Moran was re-elected to an eleventh term with 61% of the vote.[30]

In 2012, Moran faced another primary challenger from Navy veteran Bruce Shuttleworth. A controversy erupted when the Democratic Party of Virginia disqualified Shuttleworth, saying he had fallen 17 signatures short of the 1,000 threshold required. Shuttleworth cried foul and filed a federal lawsuit; the party then allowed Shuttleworth on the ballot.[31] Moran went on to win by a sizable margin. In November, Moran defeated Republican J. Patrick Murray, Independent Jason J. Howell, and Independent Green Janet Murphy, winning 64% of the vote.
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 Tenure




Moran represented Virginia's 8th congressional district[image: External link], an area in Northern Virginia[image: External link] that is just across the Potomac River[image: External link] from Washington, D.C.; the district includes Arlington[image: External link] county, and the cities of Alexandria[image: External link], Falls Church[image: External link] and parts of Fairfax[image: External link]. The redistricting that followed the 2000 census[image: External link] also gave Moran a portion of Reston, Virginia[image: External link]. His district is located in the Dulles Technology Corridor[image: External link] and is the home of many federal defense contractors as well as a significant number of those who work in the information technology industry. Many federal employees also reside within the district, mostly due to its proximity to Washington[image: External link] and because the United States Department of Defense and various other agencies are headquartered there.[32]

During the mid nineties, Moran co-founded and later co-chaired the New Democrat Coalition, a coalition of Democratic[image: External link] lawmakers who consider themselves to be moderates with regard to commerce, budgeting, and economic legislation, but vote as liberals on social issues.[33] Moran was also a member of the Congressional Progressive Caucus[image: External link] (CPC), the largest caucus operating within the Democratic caucus, which works to advance progressive[image: External link] issues and opinions. He joined the caucus prior to the 111th Congress[image: External link].[34][35]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1990s




In 1995, Moran and California Republican Duke Cunningham[image: External link] had to be restrained by the Capitol Police[image: External link] after a shoving match on the house floor over President Bill Clinton's decision to send U.S. troops to Bosnia[image: External link]. "I thought he had been bullying too many people for too long, and I told him so," Moran recalled. "He said he didn't mean to be so accusatory ... After that, he would bring me candy from California." Moran said that after the encounter he found Cunningham crying in the cloakroom.[36]

During the final years of the Clinton administration[image: External link], Moran was critical of the President: In 1998, during the Monica Lewinsky scandal, Moran was one of only 31 House Democrats to support launching a formal impeachment inquiry into President Bill Clinton. He told Time magazine that "This whole sordid mess is just too tawdry and tedious and embarrassing ... It's like a novel that just became too full of juicy parts and bizarre, sleazy characters."[37] Moran is also reported to have told First Lady Hillary Clinton that if she had been his sister, he would have punched her husband in the nose. Moran eventually decided not to vote for impeachment, explaining that Clinton had not compromised the country's security, and that he still respected him for what he had accomplished as President. Moran proposed a resolution demanding that Clinton confess to a pattern of "dishonest and illegal conduct" surrounding his sexual involvement with Monica Lewinsky.[38][39]
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 2000s




Moran was voted High Technology Legislator of the Year by the Information Technology Industry Council and was voted into the American Electronics Association[image: External link] Hall of Fame for his work on avoiding the Year 2000[image: External link] crisis and his support of the IT Industry[image: External link] and defense contractors in Northern Virginia[image: External link]. He cosponsored failed bills in 2005 to provide the District of Columbia[image: External link] with a House seat[image: External link] and to prohibit slaughter[image: External link] of horses.[40][41]

On April 28, 2006, Moran, along with four other members of Congress (the now-deceased Rep. Tom Lantos[image: External link] of California, Sheila Jackson Lee[image: External link] of Texas, and James McGovern[image: External link] and John Olver[image: External link] of Massachusetts[image: External link]), and six other activists, were arrested for disorderly conduct in front of the Sudanese embassy in Washington, D.C., and spent 45 minutes in a jail cell before being released. They were protesting the alleged role of Sudan[image: External link]'s government in ethnic cleansing in Darfur[image: External link]. According to the San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link], "Their protest and civil disobedience was designed to embarrass the military dictatorship's[image: External link] ongoing genocide of its non-Arab citizens."[42]

The day after the Virginia Tech Massacre[image: External link] in 2007, Moran told a local radio station that the Federal Assault Weapons Ban should be reinstated despite the fact that the shooting had been carried out by a pistol legal under the assault weapons ban, thus would have had no effect upon the shooting, and blamed the National Rifle Association[image: External link], which he accused of getting a "free ride", and President George W. Bush for blocking gun control[image: External link] legislation. He further warned that if gun control legislation was not passed, then shootings such as the one at Virginia Tech[image: External link] will happen "time and time again." He later dismissed charges that he was politicizing the shooting, telling Politico[image: External link] that "as a legislator, your immediate reaction is to think something could be done to avoid this. I don't know why the idea of figuring out how to avoid it is a political partisan issue."[43]

Shortly before the June 2008[image: External link] Virginia[image: External link] Democratic primary, Moran endorsed Senator Barack Obama of Illinois[image: External link] for the presidency over New York Senator and former First Lady Hillary Clinton. Explaining his endorsement, he told a local newspaper that the long-term goal of closing Alexandria's coal-fired power plant would be more attainable under Obama than under Clinton. Obama won the Virginia primary, and carried the state when he won the general election[image: External link] in November.[44]

In May 2009, Moran introduced a bill that would restrict broadcast advertisements[image: External link] for erectile dysfunction[image: External link] or male enhancement[image: External link] medication. He said that such ads were indecent[image: External link] and should be prohibited on radio and television between the hours of 6 am and 10 pm, in accordance with Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] policy. Later that year, Moran and former presidential candidate and former Governor of Vermont[image: External link] Howard Dean held a town hall meeting on the issue of health care at South Lakes High School[image: External link] in Reston, Virginia[image: External link]. The meeting was interrupted several times by protesters, most notably pro-life[image: External link] activist Randall Terry[image: External link], who, along with about half a dozen supporters, caused such a commotion that he had to be escorted out by police. The incident was replayed several times over the next few weeks on television as an example of the tension at town halls that fall.[45][46]

In February 2010, on the House floor, Moran called for the repeal of Don't Ask, Don't Tell, the military policy of discharging soldiers on active duty who are openly homosexual. He spoke about a letter penned by a gay soldier who was then serving in the Afghanistan War[image: External link], who had "learned that a fellow soldier was also gay, only after he was killed by an IED[image: External link] in Iraq. The partner of the deceased soldier wrote the unit to say how much the victim had loved the military; how they were the only family he had ever known... This immutable human trait, sexual orientation, like the color of one's skin, does not affect one’s integrity, their honor, our commitment to their country. Soldiers serving their country in combat should not have their sacrifices compounded by having to struggle with an antiquated "Don’t ask, don’t tell" policy. Let's do the right and honorable thing and repeal this policy."[47][48]

As a member of the House Appropriations Committee[image: External link], Moran worked to allocate federal funding to projects in Northern Virginia[image: External link], usually in the technology and defense industries. He also assisted in authorizing the replacement of the Woodrow Wilson Memorial Bridge[image: External link], a bridge between Alexandria, Virginia[image: External link], and Prince George's County, Maryland[image: External link], which had gained a reputation over the years among Northern Virginia[image: External link] residents as the site of numerous rush-hour traffic jams.[8][49]

On March 9, 2010, Moran was named to succeed Norm Dicks[image: External link] of Washington[image: External link] as the chairman of the House Interior and Environment Appropriations Subcommittee[image: External link]. The chairmanship gave Moran authority over appropriations to the Department of the Interior[image: External link], the Bureau of Indian Affairs[image: External link], and the National Endowment for the Arts[image: External link]; among other things. Moran said he was excited to be able to play a role in protecting the environment and conserving natural resources.[50][51]
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 2010s




Moran became the ranking member[image: External link] of the subcommittee after the Democratic Party lost control of the House of Representatives following the November 2010 elections[image: External link].

After President Obama's 2011 State of the Union Address[image: External link], Moran was interviewed by Alhurra[image: External link], an Arab television network. During the interview, he said, "a lot of people in [the United States of America] ... don't want to be governed by an African-American" and that the Democrats lost seats in the 2010 election for "the same reason the Civil War happened in the United States ... the Southern states, particularly the slaveholding states, didn't want to see a president who was opposed to slavery."[52] The remarks received national media attention.[53][54] The Washington Post[image: External link]'s Jennifer Rubin said the remarks were "beyond uncivil" and "obnoxious".[55]

On March 16, 2012, Moran was arrested outside the Sudanese embassy in Washington, DC, at a protest against human rights abuses perpetrated by the Sudanese government, specifically bombings in the Nuba Mountains[image: External link] and refusal to allow humanitarian aid organizations access to refugees. He was charged with disorderly conduct and released, along with George Clooney[image: External link] and several others.[56][57]

On March 27, 2012, Moran introduced the AUTISM Educators Act that would implement a five-year pilot program allowing public schools to partner with colleges, universities, and non-profit organizations to promote teaching skills for educators working with high functioning students with autism[image: External link]. “This legislation is the product of a grassroots effort by parents, instructors, school officials and caring communities,” he said. “Autism Spectrum Disorders are being diagnosed at an exploding rate. We have a responsibility to do everything in our power to provide the best education for our children.” [58][59]

In 2012, Moran was recognized as a "Problem Solver" by the bipartisan grassroots organization No Labels for "continued willingness to work across the aisle and find common ground with members of the opposite party on important issues. His attitude is what Congress needs more of.[60]

Moran joined Virginia Reps. Gerry Connolly and Bobby Scott[image: External link] in asking Attorney General Eric Holder for a Department of Justice investigation into allegations of voter fraud in Virginia following charges that a contractor to the Republican Party of Virginia was caught discarding completed voter registration forms in a Harrisonburg, Virginia[image: External link] dumpster. Shortly thereafter, conservative[image: External link] activist James O'Keefe[image: External link] released a video alleging involvement by Moran's son in a voting fraud discussion; see #Voter fraud allegations below.

Moran occasionally appeared on MSNBC[image: External link], usually on Hardball with Chris Matthews[image: External link] and The Ed Show[image: External link].[61][62]
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 Committee assignments





	
Committee on Appropriations[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Defense[image: External link]

	
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies[image: External link] (Ranking Member)
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 Caucus memberships





	LGBT Equality Caucus[image: External link]

	Congressional Progressive Caucus[image: External link]

	
New Democrat Coalition (co-founder)

	Animal Protection Caucus (co-Chair)

	Sudan Caucus[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Sportsmen's Caucus

	International Conservation Caucus[image: External link]

	Congressional Arts Caucus

	Congressional Bike Caucus[image: External link]

	Safe Climate Caucus

	Crohn's and Colitis Caucus (co-Chair)
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 Political positions
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 Social issues




Moran voted against the Defense of Marriage Act, the Federal Marriage Amendment[image: External link], and was in favor of repealing the military's Don't Ask, Don't Tell policy.[47] He also supported gun control[image: External link], voting for the Brady Bill[image: External link] and supporting a reinstatement of the Federal Assault Weapons Ban.[43][63] At different times he voted to ban flag-burning[image: External link] and partial-birth abortions[image: External link], though he reversed his positions on both issues. On education, he expressed support for the public education[image: External link] system, universal pre-kindergarten[image: External link], and full funding for the No Child Left Behind[image: External link] program.[64] Moran was given a 100% rating by the NARAL[image: External link] and 0% by the National Right to Life Committee[image: External link], indicating a pro-choice[image: External link] voting record. He also voted to expand research of embryonic stem cells[image: External link] and to allow minors to go across state lines to receive abortions.[63]

On immigration, Moran supported a pathway to citizenship for illegal immigrants and did not support decreasing the number of legal immigrants allowed into the country or the enforcement of federal immigration laws by state and local police.[65] He was a cosponsor of the Comprehensive Immigration Reform ASAP Act of 2009 (H.R.4321), which the House did not pass.[66] He was given an overall immigration reduction grade of D by NumbersUSA[image: External link].[67] The American Immigration Lawyers Association[image: External link] scored him as having voted 31 times for the organization's position and 7 times against the organization's position.[68]

In September 2009, Moran was one of 75 members of the House of Representatives to vote no on a bill to eliminate any federal funds going to community organizer ACORN[image: External link].[69]
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 Federal employees




Moran introduced and supported legislation to increase benefits and pay for federal workers, in part due to the Federal Government’s large presence within the 8th District – 114,000 federal employees work within its bounds. He introduced a bill signed into law that allows FERS employees to buy back credit from a lapse in federal service toward annuity payments, with the goal of attracting individuals from the private sector back to public service. Moran also authored a law that allows a federal worker’s unused sick leave to count toward their annuity.[70] In the 112th Congress, he also spoke against attempts by Republicans to cut back the size of the federal workforce.[71]
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 Environment




Moran listed the environment as one of his top issues, citing his high marks from the League of Conservation Voters[image: External link] and the Sierra Club[image: External link]. He used his positions as a member of the Appropriations Committee[image: External link] and as chairman of the Interior Appropriations Subcommittee[image: External link] to allocate federal funding for hiking trails[72] and wildlife reserves in his district.[73]

He also voted to ban logging on federal lands[image: External link]. He criticized the United States Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link] (EPA) for inaction on climate change[image: External link], saying that "EPA had a historic opportunity to tackle head-on one of the greatest threats to our existence—global warming. Instead they balked under pressure from the administration, concluding the problem is so complex and controversial that it cannot be resolved." He also endorsed and voted for the Clean Air Act[image: External link] and said that global warming is an important issue to him.[63] In 2010, Moran also expressed discontent with President Barack Obama's decision to allow oil drilling[image: External link] off the coast of the United States.[74][75]
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 Economy, budget, and taxes




Moran often broke with his party on economic issues. For example, he supported Dominican Republic-Central America Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] (CAFTA) and other free trade[image: External link] agreements,[63] harsher bankruptcy laws, and increased restrictions on the right to bring class action suits[image: External link].[63]

He voted for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009[image: External link] and the Troubled Asset Relief Program[image: External link] (TARP) Reform and Accountability Act. He supported pay-as-you-go budgeting and believed "that the American government needs to strive to build up a surplus when possible, so that there are funds to support and sustain our country during tough financial times." Moran called former President George W. Bush "Fiscally irresponsible."[63][76]

Moran said he supported the redistribution of wealth[image: External link], saying in November 2008 that "We have been guided by a Republican administration who believes in this simplistic notion that people who have wealth are entitled to keep it and they have an antipathy towards the means of redistributing wealth."[77] He also said on his website that the recession[image: External link] was largely "a result of the imbalance in the distribution of wealth over the last eight years and an absence of oversight[image: External link] and accountability."[63]
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 Social programs




Moran called Social Security[image: External link] "a safe, stable, and dependable source of financial assistance for retirees[image: External link] and their families," and strongly opposes privatizing Social Security, saying that it would "cripple the system". It was his position that any changes to the current system must "promote its long-term solvency without disrupting the core principles on which the program was founded."[78]

Moran expressed support for Universal Healthcare[image: External link] and more specifically the public health insurance option[image: External link], saying at a town hall meeting[image: External link] in Reston, Virginia[image: External link], in August 2009 that "It could do the most to bring down long-term medical costs and to adequately insure[image: External link] every American."[79][80] Moran ultimately voted for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link], which passed and was signed into law in March 2010.[81]
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 Defense




Moran voted against authorizing the Iraq War[image: External link] in 2002 and did not support the troop increase for the Afghanistan War[image: External link] proposed by President Barack Obama in 2009, saying first that he appreciated Obama's "careful consideration regarding the U.S.'s engagement in Afghanistan", but later defining the issues on which he and the President disagreed:


"Our security concern is Al-Qaeda, not the Taliban. Eight years ago we went into Afghanistan to eliminate al-Qaeda and the “safe haven” that Afghanistan’s Taliban were providing the terrorist group responsible for the 9/11 attacks. Al-Qaeda has no significant presence today in all of Afghanistan.... Instead of increasing our troop presence, the U.S. should limit its mission in Afghanistan to securing strategic Afghan population centers with the troops currently on the ground."[82]
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 Comments prior to the invasion of Iraq




Prior to the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link], Moran told an anti-war audience in Reston, Virginia[image: External link], that if "it were not for the strong support of the Jewish community for this war with Iraq, we would not be doing this. The leaders of the Jewish community are influential enough that they could change the direction of where this is going, and I think they should". This brought criticism from many of his own party, including, among others, Senate Democratic Leader Tom Daschle and Senator Joe Lieberman. Nancy Pelosi[image: External link], who was House Minority Leader[image: External link] at the time, remarked that "Moran's comments have no place in the Democratic Party."[83]

Moran apologized for the remarks, saying that "I should not have singled out the Jewish community and regret giving any impression that its members are somehow responsible for the course of action being pursued by the administration, or are somehow behind an impending war... What I was trying to say is that if more organizations in this country, including religious groups, were more outspoken against war, then I do not think we would be pursuing war as an option."[84][85]
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 BRAC




Moran voted against BRAC 2005 which would move over 20,000 workers to Ft. Belvoir.[86] The Army later decided to relocate approximately 6,400 Department of Defense workers to the Mark Center building in Alexandria. Moran opposed the selection of the Mark Center saying “I'm very disappointed ... It belonged at the Springfield site." [87] Moran blocked federal funding for an HOV ramp directly to the Mark Center citing the impact upon Winkler Preserve.[88]

At Moran’s request, DoD ultimately delayed moving all workers to the Mark Center by one year.[89] To help prevent gridlock, Moran got $20 million in short- and mid-term road improvements [90] and a parking limit at the Mark Center of approximately 2,000 cars [91] Moran also got $180 million to widen route 1 for the new Ft. Belvoir Hospital, an effort Sen. Webb called “a tribute to Congressman Moran's persistence.” [92]
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 Animal rights




Moran was in favor of stronger prohibitions against animal fighting[image: External link]. He sponsored legislation to penalize those who "knowingly attend animal fights and allow minors to attend."[93] He sponsored legislation limiting federal funding for horse slaughter inspection plants, effectively preventing the practice. In the past he promoted reinstating a five-year ban on slaughtering horses for food, noting that "horses hold an important place in our nation's history and culture ... they deserve to be cared for, not killed for foreign consumption."[94] Moran in the past promoted safer keeping and treatment of exotic animals used in circus performances.[95] In October 2014, Moran received the Lord Houghton Award from Cruelty Free International for his service and contribution to animal welfare.[96]
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 Other




Moran does not support granting statehood[image: External link] to the District of Columbia[image: External link].[97] However, he voted to allow Washington, D.C., to send a voting representative to the United States Congress.[98]
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 Controversies
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 MBNA loan




Moran's support for harsher bankruptcy law provisions and sponsorship of stricter bankruptcy legislation brought allegations in 2002 that his support came in return for financial favors by financial institutions which could benefit from such laws. In January 1998, one month before he introduced the legislation, credit card bank MBNA[image: External link] advocated that it would restrict the ability of consumer debtors to declare bankruptcy. Moran received a $447,000 debt consolidation loan at over 10% interest rate[image: External link].

The Lieutenant Governor of Virginia[image: External link] at the time, Tim Kaine, joined Republican[image: External link] lawmakers in calling for a House Ethics Committee[image: External link] investigation into the loan, saying that Moran had made "an error in judgment" by accepting it. In his own defense, Moran said that the timing of the legislation's introduction was coincidental and had nothing to do with the loan. MBNA spokesman Brian Dalphon said that the bank had offered the mortgage package not knowing that Moran was a member of Congress, and that the loan "made good business sense" because with the mortgage loan, "we improved our position by getting security for an unsecured loan.... He had credit cards with us, he was having financial difficulties; this put him in a better position to be able to pay us back from a cash-flow standpoint."[99][100]
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 PMA group




The House Ethics Committee[image: External link] investigated several members of the House Defense Appropriations Subcommittee[image: External link], including Moran, Peter J. Visclosky[image: External link], Norm Dicks[image: External link], Marcy Kaptur[image: External link] and the late John Murtha[image: External link], who was the chairman at the time, for a conflict of interest in the allocation of the government contracts to clients of the PMA Group[image: External link], which donated nearly a million dollars to Moran's political action committee[image: External link], as well as a significant amount of money to the gubernatorial campaign of Moran's younger brother, Brian[image: External link].[101] Moran said that he was unaware of "who made donations", and "how much they gave", and therefore was not affected by the donations when allocating the funding.[102]

In February 2010, the panel cleared Moran and the others, saying that they violated no laws. The panel concluded, as part of its 305-page report, that "simply because a member sponsors an earmark for an entity that also happens to be a campaign contributor... does not support a claim that a member's actions are being influenced by campaign contributions" .[103] After PMA's founder, Paul Magliocchetti, plead guilty in September 2010 to six years of campaign finance fraud,[104] Moran said that he would not return the $177,700 in PMA Group-related donations that he received from 1990 to 2010.[105]
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 Insider trading




In November 2011, author Peter Schweizer[image: External link] published a book, Throw Them All Out, which included an allegation that Moran used information he got from a September 16, 2008 briefing, in which Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson[image: External link] and Federal Reserve[image: External link] Chairman Ben Bernanke[image: External link] warned of an impending financial crisis[image: External link], for his stock market activity:


"September 17, 2008, was by far Moran’s most active trading day of the year. He dumped shares in Goldman Sachs, General Dynamics, Franklin Resources, Flowserve Corporation, Ecolabs, Edison International, Electronic Arts, DirecTV, Conoco, Procter & Gamble, AT&T, Apple, CVS, Cisco, Chubb, and a dozen more companies."



Schweizer alleged that Moran made more than 90 trades that day.[106] Moran defended himself by citing that the trades were made in the midst of the Great Recession and that all one had to do was turn on the television to see that stock prices were dropping fast.
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 Voter fraud allegations




On October 24, 2012 a video was released showing Patrick B. Moran, the Congressman's son and a field director with his father's campaign, discussing a plan to cast fraudulent ballots proposed to him by someone who posed as a fervent supporter of the campaign.[107] In response to the person's suggestion about trying to cast votes in the names of 100 inactive voters, Patrick Moran attempted to discourage the scheme, but also discussed the practical difficulties of forging documentation such as utility bills.[108] The person he was speaking with was actually a conservative activist with James O'Keefe[image: External link]'s Project Veritas, and was secretly recording the conversation.[108] Patrick Moran resigned from the campaign, saying he didn't want to be a distraction during the election, and stating, "at no point have I, or will I ever endorse any sort of illegal or unethical behavior. At no point did I take this person seriously. He struck me as being unstable and joking, and for only that reason did I humor him. In hindsight, I should have immediately walked away, making it clear that there is no place in the electoral process for even the suggestion of illegal behavior, joking or not."[108]

The following day, the Arlington County[image: External link] Police Department opened a criminal probe into the matter.[109] Two days after the video was released, the Virginia State Board of Elections asked Attorney General of Virginia[image: External link] Ken Cuccinelli[image: External link] to investigate Moran's campaign for voter fraud.[110] On January 31, 2013, Arlington County announced that the investigation, by its police department in collaboration with the Offices of the Virginia Attorney General and the Arlington County Commonwealth’s Attorney, had concluded and that no charges would be brought. The County stated: "Patrick Moran and the Jim Moran for Congress campaign provided full cooperation throughout the investigation. Despite repeated attempts to involve the party responsible for producing the video, they failed to provide any assistance."[111]
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 Later career




In February 2015, Moran joined McDermmott, Will, and Emery law firm in Washington, DC as a Senior Legislative Advisor.[112]

Virginia Tech announced in April 2016 that Moran had joined the School of Public and International Affairs as professor of practice.[113]
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 Electoral history






	
Virginia's 8th congressional district[image: External link][114][116]




	Year
	
	Subject
	Party
	Votes
	 %
	
	Opponent
	Party
	Votes
	 %
	
	Opponent
	Party
	Votes
	 %



	1990[image: External link]
	
	James Moran
	Democratic[image: External link]
	88,745
	51.7
	
	Stanford Parris[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]
	76,367
	44.6
	
	Robert T. Murphy
	Independent[image: External link]
	5,958
	3.5



	1992[image: External link]
	
	James Moran
	Democratic[image: External link]
	138,542
	56.1
	
	Kyle E. McSlarrow[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]
	102,717
	41.6
	
	Alvin O. West
	Independent[image: External link]
	5,601
	2.3



	1994[image: External link]
	
	James Moran
	Democratic[image: External link]
	120,281
	59.3
	
	Kyle E. McSlarrow[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]
	79,568
	39.3
	
	R. Ward Edmonds
	Independent[image: External link]
	1,858
	0.9



	1996[image: External link]
	
	James Moran
	Democratic[image: External link]
	152,334
	66.4
	
	John E. Otey
	Republican[image: External link]
	64,562
	28.1
	
	R. Ward Edmonds
	Independent[image: External link]
	6,243
	2.7



	1998[image: External link]
	
	James Moran
	Democratic[image: External link]
	97,545
	66.6
	
	Demaris H. Miller
	Republican[image: External link]
	48,352
	33.0
	



	2000[image: External link]
	
	James Moran
	Democratic[image: External link]
	164,178
	63.3
	
	Demaris H. Miller
	Republican[image: External link]
	88,262
	34.0
	
	Ron Crickenberger
	Independent[image: External link]
	3,483
	1.3



	2002[image: External link]
	
	James Moran
	Democratic[image: External link]
	102,759
	59.8
	
	Scott Tate
	Republican[image: External link]
	64,121
	37.3
	
	Ron Crickenberger
	Independent[image: External link]
	4,558
	2.6



	2004[image: External link]
	
	James Moran
	Democratic[image: External link]
	171,986
	59.7
	
	Lisa Cheney
	Republican[image: External link]
	106,231
	36.9
	
	James Hurysz
	Independent[image: External link]
	9,004
	3.1



	2006[image: External link]
	
	James Moran
	Democratic[image: External link]
	144,700
	66.4
	
	Tom O'Donoghue
	Republican[image: External link]
	66,639
	30.6
	
	James Hurysz
	Independent[image: External link]
	6,094
	2.8



	2008[image: External link]
	
	James Moran
	Democratic[image: External link]
	222,986
	67.9
	
	Mark Ellmore
	Republican[image: External link]
	97,425
	29.7
	
	J. Ron Fisher
	Independent Green[image: External link]
	6,829
	2.1



	2010[image: External link]
	
	James Moran
	Democratic[image: External link]
	116,293
	61.0
	
	J. Patrick Murray[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]
	71,108
	37.3
	
	J. Ron Fisher
	Independent Green[image: External link]
	2,704
	1.4



	2012[image: External link]
	
	James Moran
	Democratic[image: External link]
	226,847
	64.59%
	
	J. Patrick Murray
	Republican[image: External link]
	107,370
	30.57%
	
	Jason J. Howell
	Independent
	10,180
	2.89%
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 Personal life




Moran has been married and divorced three times.[117] His second wife, Mary Howard Moran, filed for divorce in 1999, one day after an argument at the couple's Alexandria home that resulted in a visit from the police.[118] The Congressman provided his own divorce papers a few months later, and in 2003 the couple officially separated.[119] He remarried in 2004 to real estate developer LuAnn Bennett[image: External link]. In December 2010, Moran and Bennett announced they were separating.[120]

Moran is the father of four children. One of his children is Patrick B. Moran, who once worked as a field director for his campaign, who resigned when allegations of voter fraud surfaced.[108] Moran's son, Patrick, later in 2012, pleaded guilty to simple assault[image: External link] after being arrested after an incident with his girlfriend in front of a Columbia Heights[image: External link] bar on December 1.[121][122] He was sentenced to probation.[121][122] Another one of his children is Dorothy, who was diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumor[image: External link] during her father's campaign for reelection against Kyle McSlarrow[image: External link] in 1994. It was said at the time that she had only a twenty percent chance of living to age five, but after almost two years of chemotherapy[image: External link] and herbal therapies she was designated cancer free.[17][123]

His brother, Brian Moran[image: External link], is a former member of the Virginia House of Delegates[image: External link], and the head of the Virginia Democratic Party between early[124] 2011 and December 2012. He was an unsuccessful primary candidate for Governor of Virginia[image: External link] in the 2009 election[image: External link].[125]
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Sam Nunn






Samuel Augustus "Sam" Nunn Jr. (born September 8, 1938) is an American lawyer[image: External link] and politician[image: External link]. Currently the co-chairman of the Nuclear Threat Initiative[image: External link] (NTI), a charitable organization working to prevent catastrophic attacks with nuclear[image: External link], biological[image: External link] and chemical weapons[image: External link], Nunn served for 24 years as a United States Senator from Georgia[image: External link] (1972 until 1997) as a member of the Democratic Party[image: External link]. His political experience and credentials on national defense[image: External link] reportedly made him a potential running mate for Democratic presidential candidates John Kerry ( 2004[image: External link]) and Barack Obama ( 2008[image: External link]).[1]



TOP
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 Early life




Nunn was born in Macon, Georgia[image: External link], the son of Mary Elizabeth (née Cannon) and Samuel Augustus Nunn, who was an attorney and mayor of Perry, Georgia.[2] Nunn was raised in nearby Perry[image: External link], and he grew up with family connection to politics; he was a grandnephew of Congressman Carl Vinson[image: External link].

Nunn is an Eagle Scout[image: External link] and recipient of the Distinguished Eagle Scout Award[image: External link] from the Boy Scouts of America[image: External link].[3][4] In high school, Nunn was a standout athlete, captaining the school's basketball[image: External link] team to a state championship.[5]

Nunn attended Georgia Tech[image: External link] in 1956,[6] where he was initiated as a brother of Phi Delta Theta[image: External link]. He transferred to Emory University[image: External link] in 1959 and received his undergraduate degree in 1960.[6] He then received a degree from the Emory University School of Law[image: External link] in 1962.[6] After active duty service in the United States Coast Guard[image: External link], he served six years in the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve[image: External link] and served for a short time as a Congressional staffer.

Nunn returned to Perry to practice law and manage the family farm. Later, Nunn would serve as the president of the Perry Chamber of Commerce. In 1989, it was reported that Nunn had had a drunk driving[image: External link] accident in 1964. This report emerged during the United States Secretary of Defense[image: External link] confirmation hearings of ex-Senator John Tower[image: External link]. Nunn was opposing Tower due to Tower's alleged drinking problems.[7]
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 Political career




Nunn first entered politics as a member of the Georgia House of Representatives[image: External link] in 1968.[6] He was elected to the United States Senate in 1972, defeating appointed U.S. Senator David H. Gambrell[image: External link] in the Democratic primary[image: External link] and U.S. Rep. Fletcher Thompson[image: External link] in the general election[image: External link]. Nunn retired from the Senate in 1997, offering a lack of "zest and enthusiasm" as justification.[8]

During his tenure in the U.S. Senate, Nunn served as chairman of the powerful U.S. Senate Committee on Armed Services[image: External link] and the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations[image: External link]. He also served on the Intelligence and Small Business[image: External link] Committees. His legislative achievements include the landmark Department of Defense Reorganization Act[image: External link], drafted with the late Senator Barry Goldwater[image: External link], and the Nunn-Lugar Cooperative Threat Reduction[image: External link] Program,[3] which provided assistance to Russia[image: External link] and the former Soviet[image: External link] republics for securing and destroying their excess nuclear, biological and chemical weapons.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Nunn-Lugar Cooperative Threat Reduction[image: External link] program deactivated more than 7,600 nuclear warheads[image: External link]. He was supposedly a top choice to be Secretary of Defense[image: External link] or State in 1992 and 1996 and in a prospective Gore cabinet in 2000.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Overall, Nunn was a moderate[image: External link]-to- conservative[image: External link] Democrat[9] who often broke with his party on a host of social[image: External link] and economic issues[image: External link]. He opposed the budget bill of 1993, which included provisions to raise taxes in order to reduce the budget deficit. He neither supported nor opposed Hillary Clinton's attempt to nationalize health care, though he spoke out very strongly against the proposed insurance mandate.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Nunn actively worked to block President Bill Clinton's proposal to allow homosexuals to serve openly in the military.[10][11]

In 2008, Nunn endorsed a new Pentagon[image: External link] study to examine the issue of homosexuals serving openly in the military: “I think [when] 15 years go by on any personnel policy, it’s appropriate to take another look at it — see how it’s working, ask the hard questions, hear from the military. Start with a Pentagon study.”[12]

According to opensecrets.org, Sam Nunn received about $2.4 million during his 1989-1994 political career. His main contributors were the finance/insurance/real estate sector (totaling $411,665; $46,660 was received from Goldman, Sachs & Co), the defense industry, lawyers and lobbyists, the alcohol and non-alcoholic beverages industry (including Coca-Cola), and the agriculture sector.[13]

He voted in favor of school prayer[image: External link], capping punitive damage awards, amending the U.S. Constitution[image: External link] to require a balanced budget, and limiting death penalty[image: External link] appeals[image: External link]. On certain issues like abortion[image: External link], the environment[image: External link], gun control[image: External link], and affirmative action[image: External link], Nunn took a more liberal line. He consistently voted in favor of increased immigration[image: External link].[14] One of his most controversial votes was his vote against the Gulf War.[15]

In September 1994, Nunn, former President Jimmy Carter[image: External link] and former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Colin Powell[image: External link] were asked by President Bill Clinton to go to Haiti in order to force the departure of the military dictator[image: External link] Lieutenant General Raoul Cédras[image: External link]. In 1994 Clinton publicly demanded that the Haitian government step aside and restore democratic[image: External link] rule. Clinton deployed a large military force to surround the country in September 1994. Just before the troops reached Haiti, Clinton sent a delegation led by Carter, Nunn and Powell to urge Cédras to step down and leave the country. Cédras agreed and surrendered the government, and he and his top lieutenants left the country in October. Just days later, American forces escorted the country’s elected president, Jean-Bertrand Aristide[image: External link], into the capital. Afterwards, Clinton lavished praise on Nunn's delegation for averting a military strike on the nation. "As all of you know, at my request, President Carter, Gen. Colin Powell, and Sen. Sam Nunn went to Haiti to facilitate the dictators' departure. I have been in constant contact with them for the last two days. They have worked tirelessly, almost around the clock, and I want to thank them for undertaking this crucial mission on behalf of all Americans", Clinton said.[16]

Upon his exit from the Senate at the end of 1996, Nunn was the recipient of bipartisan praise from his colleagues. Republican[image: External link] Senator John Warner[image: External link] of Virginia[image: External link] concluded, "Senator Nunn quickly established himself as one of the leading experts in the Congress and, indeed, all of the United States on national security and foreign policy. He gained a reputation in our country and, indeed, worldwide as a global thinker, and that is where I think he will make his greatest contribution in the years to come, wherever he may be, in terms of being a global thinker. His approach to national security issues has been guided by one fundamental criteria: What Sam Nunn believes is in the best interest of the United States of America."[17]
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 Post-Congressional life




Nunn founded the Nuclear Threat Initiative[image: External link] in 2001 and served as co-chairman and CEO until June 2017, when he became co-chairman with Ted Turner[image: External link] and Ernest J. Moniz[image: External link].

In addition to his work with the Nuclear Threat Initiative[image: External link], Nunn has continued his service in the public policy[image: External link] arena as a distinguished professor in the Sam Nunn School of International Affairs[image: External link] at Georgia Tech[image: External link]. There, he hosts the biennial Sam Nunn Policy Forum, a policy meeting that brings together noted academic, government, and private-sector experts on technology, public policy, and international affairs to address issues of immediate importance to the nation.[18]

Nunn is an active Advisory Board member for the Partnership for a Secure America[image: External link], a not-for-profit organization[image: External link] dedicated to recreating the bipartisan center in American national security and foreign policy. He has signed a number of the organization's bipartisan policy statements on important issues ranging from climate change[image: External link] to enhanced interrogation practices and nonproliferation[image: External link].[19]

Additionally, Nunn serves as Chairman Emeritus of the Board of Trustees for the Center for Strategic and International Studies[image: External link] in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] At CSIS Nunn and former Senator and United States Secretary of Defense[image: External link] William Cohen joined together for a series of public roundtable discussions designed to focus Americans on the seminal issues that the United States must face. The Cohen-Nunn Dialogues featured top thought leaders, public policy experts, prominent journalists, and leading scholars.[20]

Nunn also is a retired partner in the law firm of King & Spalding[image: External link]. He is a board member of the Coca-Cola[image: External link] Company. Senator Nunn's membership in Augusta National Golf Club[image: External link] became the focus of a campaign by women seeking membership in the exclusive all-male club in 2002. The club had admitted its first African-American member in 1990, but was still closed to women. The Club chose to air the Masters without commercials rather than succumb to the pressure to open admissions to women.[21]

In 2005, Nunn teamed up with former Senator Fred Thompson[image: External link] to promote a new film, Last Best Chance[image: External link], on the dangers of excess nuclear weapons and materials. The film aired on HBO[image: External link] in October 2005. He gave a full presentation outlining his goals at the Commonwealth Club of California[image: External link].

Nunn—along with William Perry[image: External link], Henry Kissinger, and George Shultz[image: External link]—has called upon governments to embrace the vision of a world free of nuclear weapons, and in five Wall Street Journal[image: External link] op-eds[image: External link] proposed an ambitious program of urgent steps to that end. The four created the Nuclear Security Project to advance this agenda. Nunn reinforced that agenda during a speech at the Harvard Kennedy School[image: External link] on October 21, 2008, saying, "I’m much more concerned about a terrorist without a return address that cannot be deterred than I am about deliberate war between nuclear powers. You can't deter a group who is willing to commit suicide. We are in a different era. You have to understand the world has changed."[22]

In 2010, the four were featured in a documentary film entitled "Nuclear Tipping Point[image: External link]," also produced by the Nuclear Threat Initiative[image: External link]. The film is a visual and historical depiction of the ideas laid forth in the Wall Street Journal op-eds and reinforces their commitment to a world without nuclear weapons and the steps that can be taken to reach that goal.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Nunn is a Member of the Supervisory Council of the International Luxembourg Forum on Preventing Nuclear Catastrophe[image: External link], a not-for-profit organization uniting leading experts on non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, materials and delivery vehicles. He also serves on the Board of Advisors for the National Bureau of Asian Research[image: External link], a non-profit, nonpartisan research institution.[23]

In June 2013, Nunn added his voice to public support for an updated nuclear-arms limitation agreement with Russia. The 1992 Nunn-Lugar agreement had just expired at a time of increasing political tension between the two nations. Nunn applauded the determination of Presidents Obama and Putin to renew its core provisions, while urging further work to agree on chemical and biological weapons limits also.[24]

Nunn currently serves as a member the Board of Curators for the Georgia Historical Society[image: External link]. He is an advisory board member of Theranos[image: External link], a Silicon Valley biotech company.[25]
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 Personal life




Nunn is married to the former Colleen O'Brien. Nunn met his future wife at the U.S. Embassy in Paris[image: External link] while she was working for the Central Intelligence Agency[image: External link]. They have two children, Mary Michelle Nunn[image: External link] and Samuel Brian Nunn.[26] Michelle Nunn served as CEO of Points of Light[image: External link] and is currently the CEO of CARE[image: External link] and ran unsuccessfully for the Senate in 2014[image: External link].[27]

According to the Lee Iacocca[image: External link] book, Talking Straight[image: External link] (1988), Chrysler Corporation[image: External link] came under scrutiny for selling new vehicles which were driven by company executives before the odometers were connected. Iacocca, Chrysler's CEO, was not concerned about the scandal at first but, within days of a meeting with Nunn in 1987 in which Nunn spoke of his own recently purchased Chrysler Fifth Avenue[image: External link], Iacocca launched a detailed investigation into the claims, and extended warranties - and public apologies - to numerous current Chrysler owners.[ page needed[image: External link]]
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 Speculation of 2008 presidential or vice-presidential candidacy




On August 19, 2007 Nunn said he would not decide on a presidential bid until after the 2008 primary season, when presumptive nominees by both parties would emerge.[28] However, speculation over a Nunn White House bid ended on April 18, 2008, when he endorsed Democratic presidential contender Barack Obama.[29]

Despite having publicly declared his lack of interest in being a candidate for vice president, Nunn continued to be mentioned by some political pundits and politicians as a potential running mate for Obama.[30][31][32]

In an interview published June 4, 2008 by the Guardian, former President Jimmy Carter said that he favored Nunn, a fellow Georgian, as Obama's possible choice for Vice President. Peggy Noonan[image: External link], a columnist and former Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush speechwriter also expressed her support for Nunn.[33] In an interview with CNBC[image: External link] on August 22, 2008, billionaire investor Warren Buffett[image: External link] said that he favored Nunn as Obama's choice for Vice President.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Awards and honors




This list is incomplete[image: External link]; you can help by expanding it[image: External link].


	In 1996, Nunn received the U.S. Senator John Heinz Award for Greatest Public Service by an Elected or Appointed Official, an award given out annually by Jefferson Awards[image: External link].[34]


	In 2004, Nunn and Lugar were jointly awarded the Heinz Awards[image: External link] Chairman's Medal for their efforts.[35]


	2006, received an honorary degree in Doctor of Humane Letters from Oglethorpe University[image: External link].[36]


	In 2008, Nunn received the Hessian Peace Prize for his commitment on nuclear disarmament and for combating nuclear terrorism.[37]


	2011 Georgia Trustee. Given by the Georgia Historical Society[image: External link], in conjunction with the Governor of Georgia[image: External link], to individuals whose accomplishments and community service reflect the ideals of the founding body of Trustees[image: External link], which governed the Georgia colony from 1732 to 1752.[38]


	2011 Inaugural recipient of the annual Ivan Allen Jr. Prize for Social Courage[image: External link], awarded by the Georgia Institute of Technology and Georgia Tech's Ivan Allen College of Liberal Arts[image: External link][39]


	2013 Knight Commander of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany [40]


	In September 2014, Nunn was awarded the Lone Sailor Award[image: External link] by the U.S. Navy Veterans Memorial.[41]
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	Anti-nuclear movement[image: External link]

	International Conference on Nuclear Disarmament[image: External link]
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Barack Hussein Obama II ( US[image: External link]: i[image: External link]/be'ra:k hu:'seIn oU'ba:me /[image: External link] bə- RAHK[image: External link] hoo- SAYN[image: External link] oh-BAH -mə[image: External link];[1][2] born August 4, 1961) is an American politician who served as the 44th President of the United States[image: External link] from 2009 to 2017. He is the first African American[image: External link] to have served as president. He previously served in the U.S. Senate representing Illinois[image: External link] from 2005 to 2008, and in the Illinois State Senate[image: External link] from 1997 to 2004.

Obama was born in Honolulu, Hawaii[image: External link], two years after the territory was admitted to the Union as the 50th state. Raised largely in Hawaii[image: External link], Obama also spent one year of his childhood in Washington State[image: External link] and four years in Indonesia[image: External link]. After graduating from Columbia University[image: External link] in 1983, he worked as a community organizer[image: External link] in Chicago[image: External link]. In 1988 Obama enrolled in Harvard Law School[image: External link], where he was the first black president of the Harvard Law Review[image: External link]. After graduation, he became a civil rights[image: External link] attorney and professor, teaching constitutional law[image: External link] at the University of Chicago Law School[image: External link] from 1992 to 2004. Obama represented the 13th District for three terms[image: External link] in the Illinois Senate[image: External link] from 1997 to 2004, when he ran for the U.S. Senate[image: External link]. Obama received national attention in 2004, with his unexpected March primary win[image: External link], his well-received July Democratic National Convention keynote address[image: External link], and his landslide November election to the Senate. In 2008, Obama was nominated for president, a year after his campaign began, and after a close primary campaign against Hillary Clinton. He was elected[image: External link] over Republican[image: External link] John McCain, and was inaugurated[image: External link] on January 20, 2009. Nine months later, Obama was named the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link] laureate.

During his first two years in office, Obama signed many landmark bills. Main reforms were the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link] (often referred to as "Obamacare"), the Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link], and the Don't Ask, Don't Tell Repeal Act of 2010. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009[image: External link] and Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of 2010[image: External link] served as economic stimulus[image: External link] amidst the Great Recession[image: External link], but the GOP regained control of the House of Representatives[image: External link] in 2011. After a lengthy debate over the national debt limit[image: External link], Obama signed the Budget Control[image: External link] and the American Taxpayer Relief Acts[image: External link]. In foreign policy, Obama increased U.S. troop levels in Afghanistan[image: External link], reduced nuclear weapons with the U.S.- Russian[image: External link] New START[image: External link] treaty, and ended military involvement[image: External link] in the Iraq War[image: External link]. He ordered military involvement in Libya[image: External link] in opposition to Muammar Gaddafi[image: External link], and the military operation that resulted in the death of Osama bin Laden.

After winning re-election[image: External link] by defeating Republican nominee Mitt Romney, Obama was sworn in for a second term[image: External link] in 2013. During his second term, Obama promoted greater inclusiveness for LGBT Americans[image: External link], with his administration filing briefs that urged the Supreme Court to strike down same-sex marriage[image: External link] bans as unconstitutional (United States v. Windsor and Obergefell v. Hodges[image: External link]). Obama also advocated gun control[image: External link] in response to the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting[image: External link], and issued wide-ranging executive actions concerning climate change[image: External link] and immigration. In foreign policy, Obama ordered military intervention in Iraq[image: External link] in response to gains made[image: External link] by ISIL[image: External link] after the 2011 withdrawal from Iraq[image: External link], continued the process of ending U.S. combat operations in Afghanistan[image: External link], promoted discussions that led to the 2015 Paris Agreement[image: External link] on global climate change, initiated the sanctions against Russia[image: External link] following the invasion in Ukraine[image: External link], brokered a nuclear deal with Iran[image: External link], and normalized U.S. relations with Cuba[image: External link].

Obama left office in January 2017 with a 60% approval rating.[3][4] He currently resides in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] His presidential library[image: External link] will be built in Chicago.
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 Early life and career




Main article: Early life and career of Barack Obama[image: External link]


Obama was born on August 4, 1961,[5] at Kapiʻolani Maternity & Gynecological Hospital[image: External link] in Honolulu, Hawaii[image: External link].[6][7][8] He is the first President to have been born in Hawaii,[9] making him the first President born outside of the contiguous "lower 48" states[image: External link].[10] He was born to a white[image: External link] mother and a black[image: External link] father. His mother, Ann Dunham[image: External link] (1942–1995), was born in Wichita, Kansas[image: External link], of mostly English[image: External link] descent,[11] with some German[image: External link], Irish[image: External link], Scottish[image: External link], Swiss[image: External link], and Welsh[image: External link] ancestry.[12] His father, Barack Obama Sr.[image: External link] (1936–1982), was a married Luo Kenyan[image: External link] man from Nyang'oma Kogelo[image: External link]. Obama's parents met in 1960 in a Russian language[image: External link] class at the University of Hawaii at Manoa[image: External link], where his father was a foreign student[image: External link] on scholarship.[13][14] The couple married in Wailuku, Hawaii[image: External link] on February 2, 1961, six months before Obama was born.[15][16]

In late August 1961, Obama's mother moved with him to the University of Washington[image: External link] in Seattle[image: External link] for a year. During that time, Obama Sr. completed his undergraduate degree in economics in Hawaii in June 1962, then left to attend graduate school on a scholarship at Harvard University[image: External link], where he earned an M.A. in economics. Obama's parents divorced in March 1964.[17] Obama Sr. returned to Kenya in 1964, where he married for a third time. He visited his son in Hawaii only once, in 1971,[18] before he was killed in an automobile accident in 1982, when Obama was 21 years old.[19] Of his early childhood, Obama recalled, "That my father looked nothing like the people around me – that he was black as pitch, my mother white as milk – barely registered in my mind."[14] He described his struggles as a young adult to reconcile social perceptions of his multiracial heritage.[20]

In 1963, Dunham met Lolo Soetoro[image: External link], an Indonesian[image: External link] East–West Center[image: External link] graduate student[image: External link] in geography at the University of Hawaii[image: External link], and the couple were married on Molokai[image: External link] on March 15, 1965.[21] After two one-year extensions of his J-1 visa[image: External link], Lolo returned to Indonesia[image: External link] in 1966, followed sixteen months later by his wife and stepson in 1967, with the family initially living in a Menteng Dalam neighborhood in the Tebet[image: External link] subdistrict of south Jakarta[image: External link], then from 1970 in a wealthier neighborhood in the Menteng[image: External link] subdistrict of central Jakarta[image: External link].[22]
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 Education




From ages six to ten, Obama attended local Indonesian-language[image: External link] schools: Santo Fransiskus Asisi (St. Francis of Assisi) Catholic School[image: External link] for two years and Besuki Public School[image: External link] for one and a half years, supplemented by English-language Calvert School[image: External link] homeschooling by his mother.[23][24] During his time in Indonesia, Obama's step-father taught him to be resilient and gave him "a pretty hardheaded assessment of how the world works".[25]

Obama returned to Honolulu in 1971 to live with his maternal grandparents, Madelyn[image: External link] and Stanley Dunham[image: External link]. He attended Punahou School[image: External link]— a private college preparatory school[image: External link]— with the aid of a scholarship from fifth grade until his graduation from high school in 1979.[26] In his youth, Obama went by the nickname "Barry".[27] Obama lived with his mother and sister in Hawaii for three years from 1972 to 1975 while his mother was a graduate student in anthropology[image: External link] at the University of Hawaii.[28] Obama chose to stay in Hawaii with his grandparents for high school at Punahou when his mother and sister returned to Indonesia in 1975 so his mother could begin anthropology field work.[29] His mother spent most of the next two decades in Indonesia, divorcing Lolo in 1980 and earning a PhD degree in 1992, before dying in 1995 in Hawaii following unsuccessful treatment for ovarian cancer[image: External link] and uterine cancer[image: External link].[30]

Reflecting later on his years in Honolulu, Obama wrote: "The opportunity that Hawaii offered – to experience a variety of cultures in a climate of mutual respect – became an integral part of my world view, and a basis for the values that I hold most dear."[31] Obama has also written and talked about using alcohol, marijuana[image: External link], and cocaine[image: External link] during his teenage years to "push questions of who I was out of my mind".[32] Obama was also a member of the "choom gang", a self-named group of friends that spent time together and occasionally smoked marijuana.[33][34]

After graduating from high school in 1979, Obama moved to Los Angeles to attend Occidental College[image: External link]. In February 1981, Obama made his first public speech, calling for Occidental to participate in the disinvestment from South Africa[image: External link] in response to that nation's policy of apartheid[image: External link].[35] In mid-1981, Obama traveled to Indonesia to visit his mother and half-sister Maya, and visited the families of college friends in Pakistan and India for three weeks.[35] Later in 1981, he transferred as a junior to Columbia University[image: External link] in New York City, where he majored in political science[image: External link] with a specialty in international relations[image: External link][36] and in English literature[37] and lived off-campus on West 109th Street.[38] He graduated with a BA[image: External link] degree in 1983 and worked for a year at the Business International Corporation[image: External link],[clarification needed[image: External link]][39] then at the New York Public Interest Research Group[image: External link].[40][41] In 1985, Obama was among the leaders of May Day efforts to bring attention to the New York City Subway[image: External link] system, which was in a bad condition at the time. Obama traveled to several subway stations to get people to sign letters addressed to local officials and the Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link], and was photographed at the City College subway station[image: External link] holding a sign protesting against the system's condition.[42]
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 Family and personal life




Main article: Family of Barack Obama[image: External link]


In a 2006 interview, Obama highlighted the diversity of his extended family[image: External link]: "It's like a little mini-United Nations", he said. "I've got relatives who look like Bernie Mac[image: External link], and I've got relatives who look like Margaret Thatcher[image: External link]."[43] Obama has a half-sister with whom he was raised (Maya Soetoro-Ng[image: External link], the daughter of his mother and her Indonesian second husband) and seven half-siblings from his Kenyan father's family—six of them living.[44] Obama's mother was survived by her Kansas-born mother, Madelyn Dunham,[45] until her death on November 2, 2008,[46] two days before his election to the Presidency. Obama also has roots in Ireland; he met with his Irish cousins in Moneygall[image: External link] in May 2011.[47] In Dreams from My Father, Obama ties his mother's family history to possible Native American ancestors and distant relatives of Jefferson Davis[image: External link], President of the Confederate States of America[image: External link] during the American Civil War[image: External link].[48]

Besides his native English, Obama speaks some basic Indonesian[image: External link], having learned the language during his four childhood years in Jakarta[image: External link].[49][50] He plays basketball, a sport he participated in as a member of his high school's varsity team;[51] he is left-handed.[52]

Obama is a supporter of the Chicago White Sox[image: External link], and he threw out the first pitch at the 2005 ALCS[image: External link] when he was still a senator.[53] In 2009, he threw out the ceremonial first pitch at the All-Star Game[image: External link] while wearing a White Sox jacket.[54] He is also primarily a Chicago Bears[image: External link] football fan in the NFL[image: External link], but in his childhood and adolescence was a fan of the Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link], and rooted for them ahead of their victory in Super Bowl XLIII[image: External link] 12 days after he took office as President.[55] In 2011, Obama invited the 1985 Chicago Bears[image: External link] to the White House; the team had not visited the White House after their Super Bowl win[image: External link] in 1986 due to the Space Shuttle Challenger disaster[image: External link].[56]

Obama lived with anthropologist Sheila Miyoshi Jager[image: External link] while he was a community organizer in Chicago in the 1980s.[57] He proposed to her twice, but both Jager and her parents turned him down.[57][58] The relationship was only made public in May 2017, several months after Obama's two-term presidency had ended.[58]

In June 1989, Obama met Michelle Robinson[image: External link] when he was employed as a summer associate at the Chicago law firm of Sidley Austin[image: External link].[59] Assigned for three months as Obama's adviser at the firm, Robinson joined him at several group social functions, but declined his initial requests to date.[60] They began dating later that summer, became engaged in 1991, and were married on October 3, 1992.[61] The couple's first daughter, Malia Ann, was born on July 4, 1998,[62] followed by a second daughter, Natasha ("Sasha"), on June 10, 2001.[63] The Obama daughters attended the University of Chicago Laboratory Schools[image: External link]. When they moved to Washington, D.C., in January 2009, the girls started at the Sidwell Friends School[image: External link].[64] The Obamas have two Portuguese Water Dogs[image: External link]; the first, a male named Bo[image: External link], was a gift from Senator Ted Kennedy.[65] In August 2013, Bo was joined by Sunny[image: External link], a female.[66]

Applying the proceeds of a book deal, the family moved in 2005 from a Hyde Park, Chicago[image: External link] condominium to a $1.6 million house in neighboring Kenwood, Chicago[image: External link].[67] The purchase of an adjacent lot—and sale of part of it to Obama by the wife of developer, campaign donor and friend Tony Rezko[image: External link]—attracted media attention because of Rezko's subsequent indictment and conviction on political corruption charges that were unrelated to Obama.[68]

In December 2007, Money[image: External link] estimated the Obama family's net worth at $1.3 million.[69] Their 2009 tax return showed a household income of $5.5 million—up from about $4.2 million in 2007 and $1.6 million in 2005—mostly from sales of his books.[70][71] On his 2010 income of $1.7 million, he gave 14% to non-profit organizations, including $131,000 to Fisher House Foundation[image: External link], a charity assisting wounded veterans' families, allowing them to reside near where the veteran is receiving medical treatments.[72][73] As per his 2012 financial disclosure, Obama may be worth as much as $10 million.[74]

In reference to Obama's smoking habit, Michelle said in early 2010 that he had quit smoking.[75][76]

On his 55th birthday, August 4, 2016, Obama penned an essay in Glamour[image: External link] describing how his daughters and being president have made him a feminist[image: External link].[77][78][79]
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 Religious views




Obama is a Protestant[image: External link] Christian[image: External link] whose religious views developed in his adult life.[80] He wrote in The Audacity of Hope that he "was not raised in a religious household". He described his mother, raised by non-religious parents, as being detached from religion, yet "in many ways the most spiritually awakened person that I have ever known." He described his father as a "confirmed atheist" by the time his parents met, and his stepfather as "a man who saw religion as not particularly useful." Obama explained how, through working with black churches[image: External link] as a community organizer[image: External link] while in his twenties, he came to understand "the power of the African-American religious tradition to spur social change."[81]

In January 2008, Obama told Christianity Today[image: External link]: "I am a Christian, and I am a devout Christian. I believe in the redemptive death and resurrection of Jesus Christ[image: External link]. I believe that faith gives me a path to be cleansed of sin and have eternal life."[82] On September 27, 2010, Obama released a statement commenting on his religious views saying "I'm a Christian by choice. My family didn't – frankly, they weren't folks who went to church every week. And my mother was one of the most spiritual people I knew, but she didn't raise me in the church. So I came to my Christian faith later in life, and it was because the precepts of Jesus Christ spoke to me in terms of the kind of life that I would want to lead – being my brothers' and sisters' keeper, treating others as they would treat me[image: External link]."[83][84]

Obama met Trinity United Church of Christ[image: External link] pastor Rev. Jeremiah Wright[image: External link] in October 1987, and became a member of Trinity in 1992.[85] He resigned from Trinity in May 2008 during his first presidential campaign after some of Wright's statements were criticized[image: External link].[86] The Obama family has attended several Protestant churches since moving to Washington, D.C., in 2009, including Shiloh Baptist Church[image: External link] and St. John's Episcopal Church[image: External link], as well as Evergreen Chapel at Camp David, but are not habitual church-goers.[87][88][89]
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 Law career
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 Community organizer and Harvard Law School




Two years after graduating from Columbia, Obama was hired in Chicago as director of the Developing Communities Project[image: External link], a church-based community organization originally comprising eight Catholic parishes in Roseland[image: External link], West Pullman[image: External link], and Riverdale[image: External link] on Chicago's South Side[image: External link]. He worked there as a community organizer from June 1985 to May 1988.[41][90] He helped set up a job training program, a college preparatory tutoring program, and a tenants' rights organization in Altgeld Gardens[image: External link].[91] Obama also worked as a consultant and instructor for the Gamaliel Foundation[image: External link], a community organizing institute.[92] In mid-1988, he traveled for the first time in Europe for three weeks and then for five weeks in Kenya, where he met many of his paternal relatives[image: External link] for the first time.[93][94]



	External video



	
Derrick Bell threatens to leave Harvard[image: External link], April 24, 1990, 11:34, Boston TV Digital Archive[image: External link][95] Student Barack Obama introduces Professor Derrick Bell starting at 6:25




Obama entered Harvard Law School[image: External link] in the fall of 1988, living in nearby Somerville, Massachusetts[image: External link].[96] He was selected as an editor of the Harvard Law Review[image: External link] at the end of his first year,[97] president of the journal in his second year,[91][98] and research assistant to the constitutional scholar Laurence Tribe[image: External link] while at Harvard for two years.[99] During his summers, he returned to Chicago, where he worked as an associate[image: External link] at the law firms of Sidley Austin[image: External link] in 1989 and Hopkins & Sutter[image: External link] in 1990.[100] After graduating with a JD degree magna cum laude[image: External link][101] from Harvard in 1991, he returned to Chicago.[97] Obama's election as the first black president of the Harvard Law Review[image: External link] gained national media attention[91][98] and led to a publishing contract and advance for a book about race relations,[102] which evolved into a personal memoir. The manuscript was published in mid-1995 as Dreams from My Father.[102]
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 Chicago Law School and civil rights attorney




In 1991, Obama accepted a two-year position as Visiting Law and Government Fellow at the University of Chicago Law School[image: External link] to work on his first book.[102][103] He then taught constitutional law[image: External link] at the University of Chicago Law School for twelve years, first as a Lecturer from 1992 to 1996, and then as a Senior Lecturer from 1996 to 2004.[104]

From April to October 1992, Obama directed Illinois's Project Vote[image: External link], a voter registration campaign[image: External link] with ten staffers and seven hundred volunteer registrars; it achieved its goal of registering 150,000 of 400,000 unregistered African Americans in the state, leading Crain's Chicago Business[image: External link] to name Obama to its 1993 list of "40 under Forty" powers to be.[105]

He joined Davis, Miner, Barnhill & Galland, a 13-attorney law firm specializing in civil rights litigation and neighborhood economic development, where he was an associate for three years from 1993 to 1996, then of counsel[image: External link] from 1996 to 2004. In 1994, he was listed as one of the lawyers in Buycks-Roberson v. Citibank Fed. Sav. Bank, 94 C 4094 (N.D. Ill.).[106] This class action lawsuit was filed in 1994 with Selma Buycks-Roberson as lead plaintiff and alleged that Citibank Federal Savings Bank had engaged in practices forbidden under the Equal Credit Opportunity Act and the Fair Housing Act.[107] The case was settled out of court.[108] Final Judgment was issued on May 13, 1998, with Citibank Federal Savings Bank agreeing to pay attorney fees.[109] His law license became inactive in 2007.[110][111]

From 1994 to 2002, Obama served on the boards of directors of the Woods Fund of Chicago[image: External link], which in 1985 had been the first foundation to fund the Developing Communities Project, and of the Joyce Foundation[image: External link].[41] He served on the board of directors of the Chicago Annenberg Challenge[image: External link] from 1995 to 2002, as founding president and chairman of the board of directors from 1995 to 1999.[41]
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 Legislative career
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 Illinois State Senator (1997–2004)




Main article: Illinois Senate career of Barack Obama[image: External link]


Obama was elected to the Illinois Senate[image: External link] in 1996, succeeding Democratic State Senator Alice Palmer[image: External link] from Illinois's 13th District, which, at that time, spanned Chicago South Side neighborhoods from Hyde Park[image: External link]– Kenwood[image: External link] south to South Shore[image: External link] and west to Chicago Lawn[image: External link].[112] Once elected, Obama gained bipartisan support for legislation that reformed ethics and health care laws.[113] He sponsored a law that increased tax credits[image: External link] for low-income workers, negotiated welfare reform, and promoted increased subsidies for childcare.[114] In 2001, as co-chairman of the bipartisan Joint Committee on Administrative Rules, Obama supported Republican Governor Ryan's payday loan[image: External link] regulations and predatory mortgage lending[image: External link] regulations aimed at averting home foreclosures.[115]

He was reelected to the Illinois Senate in 1998, defeating Republican Yesse Yehudah in the general election, and was reelected again in 2002.[116] In 2000, he lost a Democratic primary race[image: External link] for Illinois's 1st congressional district[image: External link] in the United States House of Representatives to four-term incumbent Bobby Rush[image: External link] by a margin of two to one.[117]

In January 2003, Obama became chairman of the Illinois Senate's Health and Human Services Committee when Democrats, after a decade in the minority, regained a majority.[118] He sponsored and led unanimous, bipartisan passage of legislation to monitor racial profiling[image: External link] by requiring police to record the race of drivers they detained, and legislation making Illinois the first state to mandate videotaping of homicide interrogations.[114][119] During his 2004 general election campaign for the U.S. Senate, police representatives credited Obama for his active engagement with police organizations in enacting death penalty[image: External link] reforms.[120] Obama resigned from the Illinois Senate in November 2004 following his election to the U.S. Senate.[121]
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 2004 U.S. Senate campaign




Main article: United States Senate election in Illinois, 2004[image: External link]


In May 2002, Obama commissioned a poll to assess his prospects in a 2004 U.S. Senate race. He created a campaign committee, began raising funds, and lined up political media consultant David Axelrod[image: External link] by August 2002. Obama formally announced his candidacy in January 2003.[122]

Obama was an early opponent of the George W. Bush administration's 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link].[123] On October 2, 2002, the day President Bush and Congress agreed on the joint resolution[image: External link] authorizing the Iraq War,[124] Obama addressed the first high-profile Chicago anti-Iraq War rally[image: External link],[125] and spoke out against the war.[126] He addressed another anti-war rally in March 2003 and told the crowd that "it's not too late" to stop the war.[127]

Decisions by Republican incumbent Peter Fitzgerald[image: External link] and his Democratic predecessor Carol Moseley Braun[image: External link] to not participate in the election resulted in wide-open Democratic and Republican primary contests involving fifteen candidates.[128] In the March 2004 primary election, Obama won in an unexpected landslide—which overnight made him a rising star within the national Democratic Party[image: External link], started speculation about a presidential future, and led to the reissue of his memoir, Dreams from My Father.[129] In July 2004, Obama delivered the keynote address at the 2004 Democratic National Convention,[130] seen by 9.1 million viewers. His speech was well received and elevated his status within the Democratic Party.[131]

Obama's expected opponent in the general election, Republican primary winner Jack Ryan[image: External link], withdrew from the race in June 2004.[132] Six weeks later, Alan Keyes accepted the Republican nomination to replace Ryan.[133] In the November 2004 general election[image: External link], Obama won with 70% of the vote.[134]
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 U.S. Senator from Illinois (2005–08)




Main article: United States Senate career of Barack Obama[image: External link]


Obama was sworn in as a senator on January 3, 2005,[135] becoming the only Senate member of the Congressional Black Caucus[image: External link].[136] CQ Weekly[image: External link] characterized him as a "loyal Democrat" based on analysis of all Senate votes from 2005 to 2007. Obama announced on November 13, 2008, that he would resign his Senate seat[image: External link] on November 16, 2008, before the start of the lame-duck[image: External link] session, to focus on his transition period for the presidency.[137]
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 Legislation




See also: List of bills sponsored by Barack Obama in the United States Senate[image: External link]


Obama cosponsored[image: External link] the Secure America and Orderly Immigration Act[image: External link].[138] He introduced two initiatives that bore his name: Lugar–Obama, which expanded the Nunn–Lugar Cooperative Threat Reduction[image: External link] concept to conventional weapons;[139] and the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006[image: External link], which authorized the establishment of USAspending.gov, a web search engine on federal spending.[140] On June 3, 2008, Senator Obama—along with Senators Tom Carper, Tom Coburn[image: External link], and John McCain—introduced follow-up legislation: Strengthening Transparency and Accountability in Federal Spending Act of 2008.[141]

Obama sponsored legislation that would have required nuclear plant owners to notify state and local authorities of radioactive leaks, but the bill failed to pass in the full Senate after being heavily modified in committee.[142] Regarding tort reform[image: External link], Obama voted for the Class Action Fairness Act of 2005[image: External link] and the FISA Amendments Act of 2008[image: External link], which grants immunity from civil liability to telecommunications companies complicit with NSA warrantless wiretapping[image: External link] operations.[143]

In December 2006, President Bush signed into law the Democratic Republic of the Congo[image: External link] Relief, Security, and Democracy Promotion Act, marking the first federal legislation to be enacted with Obama as its primary sponsor.[145] In January 2007, Obama and Senator Feingold introduced a corporate jet provision to the Honest Leadership and Open Government Act[image: External link], which was signed into law in September 2007.[146] Obama also introduced two unsuccessful bills: the Deceptive Practices and Voter Intimidation Prevention Act[image: External link] to criminalize deceptive practices in federal elections,[147] and the Iraq War De-Escalation Act of 2007[image: External link].[148]

Later in 2007, Obama sponsored an amendment to the Defense Authorization Act to add safeguards for personality-disorder military discharges.[149] This amendment passed the full Senate in the spring of 2008.[150] He sponsored the Iran Sanctions Enabling Act[image: External link] supporting divestment of state pension funds from Iran's oil and gas industry, which has not passed committee; and co-sponsored legislation to reduce risks of nuclear terrorism.[151] Obama also sponsored a Senate amendment to the State Children's Health Insurance Program, providing one year of job protection for family members caring for soldiers with combat-related injuries.[152]
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 Committees




Obama held assignments on the Senate Committees for Foreign Relations[image: External link], Environment and Public Works[image: External link] and Veterans' Affairs[image: External link] through December 2006.[153] In January 2007, he left the Environment and Public Works committee and took additional assignments with Health, Education, Labor and Pensions[image: External link] and Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs[image: External link].[154] He also became Chairman of the Senate's subcommittee on European Affairs[image: External link].[155] As a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Obama made official trips to Eastern Europe, the Middle East, Central Asia and Africa. He met with Mahmoud Abbas[image: External link] before Abbas became President of the Palestinian National Authority[image: External link], and gave a speech at the University of Nairobi[image: External link] in which he condemned corruption within the Kenyan government.[156]
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 Presidential campaigns
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 2008 presidential campaign




Main articles: United States presidential election, 2008[image: External link]; Barack Obama presidential primary campaign, 2008[image: External link]; and Barack Obama presidential campaign, 2008


On February 10, 2007, Obama announced his candidacy for President of the United States in front of the Old State Capitol[image: External link] building in Springfield, Illinois[image: External link].[157][158] The choice of the announcement site was viewed as symbolic because it was also where Abraham Lincoln delivered his historic "House Divided"[image: External link] speech in 1858.[157][159] Obama emphasized issues of rapidly ending the Iraq War[image: External link], increasing energy independence[image: External link], and reforming the health care system[image: External link],[160] in a campaign that projected themes of hope and change.[161]

Numerous candidates entered the Democratic Party presidential primaries. The field narrowed to a duel between Obama and Senator Hillary Clinton after early contests, with the race remaining close throughout the primary process but with Obama gaining a steady lead in pledged delegates[image: External link] due to better long-range planning, superior fundraising, dominant organizing in caucus[image: External link] states, and better exploitation of delegate allocation rules.[162] On June 7, 2008, Clinton ended her campaign and endorsed Obama.[163]

On August 23, Obama announced his selection of Delaware[image: External link] Senator Joe Biden as his vice presidential running mate.[164] Obama selected Biden from a field speculated to include former Indiana Governor and Senator Evan Bayh and Virginia Governor Tim Kaine.[165] At the Democratic National Convention in Denver, Colorado, Hillary Clinton called for her supporters to endorse Obama, and she and Bill Clinton gave convention speeches in his support.[166] Obama delivered his acceptance speech, not at the center where the Democratic National Convention was held, but at Invesco Field at Mile High[image: External link] to a crowd of approximately 84,000 people; the speech was viewed by over 38 million people worldwide.[167][168][169]

During both the primary process and the general election, Obama's campaign set numerous fundraising records, particularly in the quantity of small donations.[170] On June 19, 2008, Obama became the first major-party presidential candidate to turn down public financing[image: External link] in the general election since the system was created in 1976.[171]

John McCain was nominated as the Republican candidate, and he selected Sarah Palin[image: External link] as his running mate. The two candidates engaged in three presidential debates[image: External link] in September and October 2008.[172] On November 4, Obama won the presidency with 365 electoral votes[image: External link] to 173 received by McCain.[173] Obama won 52.9% of the popular vote[image: External link] to McCain's 45.7%.[174] He became the first African American to be elected president.[175] Obama delivered his victory speech[image: External link] before hundreds of thousands of supporters in Chicago's Grant Park[image: External link].[176]
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 2012 presidential campaign




Main articles: United States presidential election, 2012[image: External link] and Barack Obama presidential campaign, 2012


On April 4, 2011, Obama announced his reelection campaign for 2012 in a video titled "It Begins with Us" that he posted on his website and filed election papers with the Federal Election Commission[image: External link].[177][178][179] As the incumbent president he ran virtually unopposed in the Democratic Party presidential primaries[image: External link],[180] and on April 3, 2012, Obama had secured the 2778 convention delegates needed to win the Democratic nomination.[181]

At the Democratic National Convention in Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link], Obama and Joe Biden were formally nominated by former President Bill Clinton, as the Democratic Party candidates for president and vice president in the general election. Their main opponents were Republicans Mitt Romney, the former governor of Massachusetts, and Representative Paul Ryan of Wisconsin.[182]

On November 6, 2012, Obama won 332 electoral votes[image: External link], exceeding the 270 required for him to be reelected as president.[183][184][185] With 51.1% of the popular vote,[186] Obama became the first Democratic president since Franklin D. Roosevelt to win the majority of the popular vote[image: External link] twice.[187][188] President Obama addressed supporters and volunteers at Chicago's McCormick Place[image: External link] after his reelection and said: "Tonight you voted for action, not politics as usual. You elected us to focus on your jobs, not ours. And in the coming weeks and months, I am looking forward to reaching out and working with leaders of both parties."[189][190]
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 Presidency (2009–17)




Main article: Presidency of Barack Obama[image: External link]


See also: Confirmations of Barack Obama's Cabinet[image: External link] and List of international presidential trips made by Barack Obama[image: External link]
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 First 100 days




Main article: First 100 days of Barack Obama's presidency[image: External link]


The inauguration of Barack Obama[image: External link] as the 44th President took place on January 20, 2009. In his first few days in office, Obama issued executive orders and presidential memoranda directing the U.S. military to develop plans to withdraw troops from Iraq.[191] He ordered the closing of the Guantanamo Bay detention camp[image: External link],[192] but Congress prevented the closure by refusing to appropriate the required funds[193][194][195] and preventing moving any Guantanamo detainee into the U.S. or to other countries.[196] Obama reduced the secrecy given to presidential records.[197] He also revoked President George W. Bush's restoration of President Ronald Reagan's Mexico City Policy[image: External link] prohibiting federal aid to international family planning organizations that perform or provide counseling about abortion.[198]
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 Domestic policy




Main article: Social policy of the Barack Obama administration[image: External link]


The first bill signed into law by Obama was the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009[image: External link], relaxing the statute of limitations[image: External link] for equal-pay lawsuits.[199] Five days later, he signed the reauthorization of the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) to cover an additional 4 million uninsured children.[200] In March 2009, Obama reversed a Bush-era policy that had limited funding of embryonic stem cell[image: External link] research and pledged to develop "strict guidelines" on the research.[201]

Obama appointed two women to serve on the Supreme Court in the first two years of his Presidency. He nominated Sonia Sotomayor on May 26, 2009 to replace retiring Associate Justice David Souter; she was confirmed on August 6, 2009,[202] becoming the first Supreme Court Justice of Hispanic[image: External link] descent.[203] Obama nominated Elena Kagan[image: External link] on May 10, 2010 to replace retiring Associate Justice John Paul Stevens. She was confirmed on August 5, 2010, bringing the number of women sitting simultaneously on the Court to three justices for the first time in American history.[204]

On March 30, 2010, Obama signed the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act[image: External link], a reconciliation bill[image: External link] that ended the process of the federal government giving subsidies to private banks to give out federally insured loans, increased the Pell Grant[image: External link] scholarship award, and made changes to the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.[205][206]

In a major space policy speech[image: External link] in April 2010, Obama announced a planned change in direction at NASA[image: External link], the U.S. space agency. He ended plans for a return of human spaceflight[image: External link] to the moon and development of the Ares I[image: External link] rocket, Ares V[image: External link] rocket and Constellation program[image: External link], in favor of funding Earth science projects, a new rocket type, and research and development for an eventual manned mission to Mars, and ongoing missions to the International Space Station[image: External link].[207]

President Obama's 2011 State of the Union Address[image: External link] focused on themes of education and innovation, stressing the importance of innovation economics[image: External link] to make the United States more competitive globally. He spoke of a five-year freeze in domestic spending, eliminating tax breaks for oil companies and reversing tax cuts for the wealthiest Americans, banning congressional earmarks[image: External link], and reducing healthcare costs. He promised that the United States would have one million electric vehicles on the road by 2015 and would be 80% reliant on " clean[image: External link]" electricity.[208][209]
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 LGBT rights




On October 8, 2009, Obama signed the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act[image: External link], a measure that expanded the 1969 United States federal hate-crime law[image: External link] to include crimes motivated by a victim's actual or perceived gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability.[210]

On October 30, 2009, Obama lifted the ban on travel to the United States by those infected with HIV, which was celebrated by Immigration Equality[image: External link].[211]

On December 22, 2010, Obama signed the Don't Ask, Don't Tell Repeal Act of 2010, which fulfilled a key promise made in the 2008 presidential campaign[212][213] to end the Don't ask, don't tell policy of 1993 that had prevented gay and lesbian people from serving openly in the United States Armed Forces[image: External link].[214] In 2016, the Pentagon[image: External link] ended the policy that also barred transgender[image: External link] people from serving openly in the military.[215]

As a candidate for the Illinois state senate in 1996, Obama had said that he favored legalizing same-sex marriage[image: External link].[216] By the time of his Senate run in 2004, he said that he supported civil unions and domestic partnerships for same-sex partners, but he opposed same-sex marriages for strategic reasons.[217] On May 9, 2012, shortly after the official launch of his campaign for re-election as president, Obama said his views had evolved, and he publicly affirmed his personal support for the legalization of same-sex marriage, becoming the first sitting U.S. president to do so.[218][219]

During his second inaugural address[image: External link] on January 21, 2013,[190] Obama became the first president to call for full equality for gay Americans: "Our journey is not complete until our gay brothers and sisters are treated like anyone else under the law – for if we are truly created equal, then surely the love we commit to one another must be equal as well." This was the first time that a president mentioned gay rights[image: External link] or the word "gay" in an inaugural address.[220][221] In 2013, the Obama administration filed briefs that urged the Supreme Court to rule in favor of same-sex couples in the cases of Hollingsworth v. Perry[image: External link] (regarding same-sex marriage[image: External link])[222] and United States v. Windsor (regarding the Defense of Marriage Act).[223] Then, following the Supreme Court's 2015 decision in Obergefell v. Hodges[image: External link] (ruling same-sex marriage to be a fundamental right), Obama asserted that, "This decision affirms what millions of Americans already believe in their hearts: When all Americans are treated as equal we are all more free."[224]

On July 30, 2015 the White House Office of National AIDS Policy revised its strategy for addressing the ailment, which included widespread testing and linkage to healthcare, which was celebrated by the Human Rights Campaign.[225]
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 White House advisory and oversight groups




On March 11, 2009, Obama created the White House Council on Women and Girls[image: External link], which forms part of the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs, having been established by Executive Order[image: External link] 13506[image: External link] with a broad mandate to advise him on issues relating to the welfare of American women and girls.[226] The Council is currently chaired by Senior Advisor to the President[image: External link] Valerie Jarrett.[227] Obama also established the White House Task Force to Protect Students from Sexual Assault[image: External link] through an official United States government memorandum on January 22, 2014, with a broad mandate to advise him on issues relating to sexual assault on college and university campuses throughout the United States.[227][228][229] The current co-chairs of the Task Force are Vice President Joe Biden and Jarrett.[228] The Task Force has been a development out of the White House Council on Women and Girls and Office of the Vice President of the United States[image: External link], and prior to that, the 1994 Violence Against Women Act[image: External link] that was first-drafted by Biden.[230]
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 Economic policy




Main article: Economic policy of the Barack Obama administration[image: External link]


On February 17, 2009, Obama signed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009[image: External link], a $787 billion economic stimulus[image: External link] package aimed at helping the economy recover from the deepening worldwide recession[image: External link].[231] The act includes increased federal spending for health care, infrastructure, education, various tax breaks and incentives[image: External link], and direct assistance to individuals.[232]

In March, Obama's Treasury Secretary, Timothy Geithner[image: External link], took further steps to manage the financial crisis[image: External link], including introducing the Public–Private Investment Program for Legacy Assets[image: External link], which contains provisions for buying up to two trillion dollars in depreciated real estate assets.[233] Obama intervened in the troubled automotive industry[image: External link][234] in March 2009, renewing loans for General Motors[image: External link] and Chrysler[image: External link] to continue operations while reorganizing. Over the following months the White House set terms for both firms' bankruptcies, including the sale of Chrysler[image: External link] to Italian automaker Fiat[image: External link][235] and a reorganization of GM[image: External link] giving the U.S. government a temporary 60% equity stake in the company, with the Canadian government taking a 12% stake.[236] In June 2009, dissatisfied with the pace of economic stimulus, Obama called on his cabinet to accelerate the investment.[237] He signed into law the Car Allowance Rebate System[image: External link], known colloquially as "Cash for Clunkers", that temporarily boosted the economy.[238][239][240]

Spending and loan guarantees from the Federal Reserve and the Treasury Department authorized by the Bush and Obama administrations totaled about $11.5 trillion, but only $3 trillion was spent by the end of November 2009.[241] Obama and the Congressional Budget Office predicted the 2010 budget deficit[image: External link] would be $1.5 trillion or 10.6% of the nation's gross domestic product (GDP) compared to the 2009 deficit of $1.4 trillion or 9.9% of GDP.[242][243] For 2011, the administration predicted the deficit will shrink to $1.34 trillion, and the 10-year deficit will increase to $8.53 trillion or 90% of GDP.[244] The most recent increase in the U.S. debt ceiling[image: External link] to $17.2 trillion took effect in February 2014.[245] On August 2, 2011, after a lengthy congressional debate over whether to raise the nation's debt limit, Obama signed the bipartisan Budget Control Act of 2011[image: External link]. The legislation enforces limits on discretionary spending until 2021, establishes a procedure to increase the debt limit, creates a Congressional Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction to propose further deficit reduction with a stated goal of achieving at least $1.5 trillion in budgetary savings over 10 years, and establishes automatic procedures for reducing spending by as much as $1.2 trillion if legislation originating with the new joint select committee does not achieve such savings.[246] By passing the legislation, Congress was able to prevent a U.S. government[image: External link] default[image: External link] on its obligations.[247]

As it did throughout 2008, the unemployment rate rose in 2009, reaching a peak in October at 10.0% and averaging 10.0% in the fourth quarter. Following a decrease to 9.7% in the first quarter of 2010, the unemployment rate fell to 9.6% in the second quarter, where it remained for the rest of the year.[250] Between February and December 2010, employment rose by 0.8%, which was less than the average of 1.9% experienced during comparable periods in the past four employment recoveries.[251] By November 2012, the unemployment rate fell to 7.7%,[252] decreasing to 6.7% in the last month of 2013.[253] During 2014, the unemployment rate continued to decline, falling to 6.3% in the first quarter.[254] GDP growth returned in the third quarter of 2009, expanding at a rate of 1.6%, followed by a 5.0% increase in the fourth quarter.[255] Growth continued in 2010, posting an increase of 3.7% in the first quarter, with lesser gains throughout the rest of the year.[255] In July 2010, the Federal Reserve[image: External link] noted that economic activity continued to increase, but its pace had slowed, and chairman Ben Bernanke[image: External link] said the economic outlook was "unusually uncertain".[256] Overall, the economy expanded at a rate of 2.9% in 2010.[257]

The Congressional Budget Office and a broad range of economists credit Obama's stimulus plan for economic growth.[258][259] The CBO released a report stating that the stimulus bill increased employment by 1–2.1 million,[259][260][261][262] while conceding that "It is impossible to determine how many of the reported jobs would have existed in the absence of the stimulus package."[258] Although an April 2010 survey of members of the National Association for Business Economics[image: External link] showed an increase in job creation (over a similar January survey) for the first time in two years, 73% of 68 respondents believed that the stimulus bill has had no impact on employment.[263] The economy of the United States has grown faster than the other original NATO[image: External link] members by a wider margin under President Obama than it has anytime since the end of World War II.[264] The OECD[image: External link] credits the much faster growth in the United States to the stimulus in the United States and the austerity measures in the European Union.[265]

Within a month of the 2010 midterm elections[image: External link], Obama announced a compromise deal with the Congressional Republican leadership that included a temporary, two-year extension of the 2001 and 2003 income tax rates[image: External link], a one-year payroll tax[image: External link] reduction, continuation of unemployment benefits, and a new rate and exemption amount for estate taxes[image: External link].[266] The compromise overcame opposition from some in both parties, and the resulting $858 billion Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of 2010[image: External link] passed with bipartisan majorities in both houses of Congress before Obama signed it on December 17, 2010.[267]

In December 2013, Obama declared that growing income inequality[image: External link] is a "defining challenge of our time" and called on Congress to bolster the safety net and raise wages. This came on the heels of the nationwide strikes of fast-food workers[image: External link] and Pope Francis' criticism of inequality and trickle-down economics[image: External link].[268]

Obama has urged Congress to ratify a 12-nation free trade pact called the Trans-Pacific Partnership[image: External link].[269]
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 Environmental policy




See also: Climate change policy of the United States[image: External link]


On September 30, 2009, the Obama administration proposed new regulations on power plants, factories, and oil refineries in an attempt to limit greenhouse gas emissions and to curb global warming.[270][271]

On April 20, 2010, an explosion destroyed an offshore drilling rig[image: External link] at the Macondo Prospect[image: External link] in the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link], causing a major sustained oil leak[image: External link]. Obama visited the Gulf, announced a federal investigation, and formed a bipartisan commission to recommend new safety standards, after a review by Secretary of the Interior[image: External link] Ken Salazar[image: External link] and concurrent Congressional hearings. He then announced a six-month moratorium on new deepwater drilling[image: External link] permits and leases, pending regulatory review.[272] As multiple efforts by BP failed, some in the media and public expressed confusion and criticism over various aspects of the incident, and stated a desire for more involvement by Obama and the federal government.[273]

In July 2013, Obama expressed reservations and stated he "would reject the Keystone XL pipeline[image: External link] if it increased carbon pollution" or "greenhouse emissions".[274][275] Obama's advisers called for a halt to petroleum exploration in the Arctic[image: External link] in January 2013.[276] On February 24, 2015, Obama vetoed a bill that would authorize the pipeline.[277] It was the third veto of Obama's presidency and his first major veto.[278]

Obama has emphasized the conservation[image: External link] of federal lands[image: External link] during his term in office. He used his power under the Antiquities Act[image: External link] to create 25 new national monuments[image: External link] during his presidency and expand four others, protecting a total of 553,000,000 acres (224,000,000 ha) of federal lands and waters, more than any other U.S. president.[279]
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 Health care reform




Main article: Health care reform in the United States[image: External link]


Obama called for Congress to pass legislation reforming health care in the United States[image: External link], a key campaign promise and a top legislative goal.[280] He proposed an expansion of health insurance coverage to cover the uninsured, to cap premium increases, and to allow people to retain their coverage when they leave or change jobs. His proposal was to spend $900 billion over 10 years and include a government insurance plan, also known as the public option[image: External link], to compete with the corporate insurance sector as a main component to lowering costs and improving quality of health care. It would also make it illegal for insurers to drop sick people or deny them coverage for pre-existing conditions[image: External link], and require every American to carry health coverage. The plan also includes medical spending cuts and taxes on insurance companies that offer expensive plans.[281][282]

On July 14, 2009, House Democratic leaders introduced a 1,017-page plan for overhauling the U.S. health care system, which Obama wanted Congress to approve by the end of 2009.[280] After much public debate during the Congressional summer recess of 2009, Obama delivered a speech to a joint session of Congress[image: External link] on September 9 where he addressed concerns over the proposals.[284] In March 2009, Obama lifted a ban on using federal funds for stem cell research.[285]

On November 7, 2009, a health care bill featuring the public option was passed in the House.[286][287] On December 24, 2009, the Senate passed its own bill—without a public option—on a party-line vote of 60–39.[288] On March 21, 2010, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link] (ACA) passed by the Senate in December was passed in the House by a vote of 219 to 212.[289] Obama signed the bill into law on March 23, 2010.[290]

The ACA includes health-related provisions[image: External link], most of which took effect in 2014, including expanding Medicaid[image: External link] eligibility for people making up to 133% of the federal poverty level[image: External link] (FPL) starting in 2014,[291] subsidizing insurance premiums for people making up to 400% of the FPL ($88,000 for family of four in 2010) so their maximum "out-of-pocket" payment for annual premiums will be from 2% to 9.5% of income,[292][293] providing incentives for businesses to provide health care benefits, prohibiting denial of coverage and denial of claims based on pre-existing conditions, establishing health insurance exchanges[image: External link], prohibiting annual coverage caps, and support for medical research. According to White House and Congressional Budget Office figures, the maximum share of income that enrollees would have to pay would vary depending on their income relative to the federal poverty level.[292][294]

The costs of these provisions are offset by taxes, fees, and cost-saving measures, such as new Medicare taxes for those in high-income brackets[image: External link], taxes on indoor tanning[image: External link], cuts to the Medicare Advantage[image: External link] program in favor of traditional Medicare, and fees on medical devices and pharmaceutical companies;[296] there is also a tax penalty for those who do not obtain health insurance, unless they are exempt due to low income or other reasons.[297] In March 2010, the Congressional Budget Office estimated that the net effect of both laws will be a reduction in the federal deficit by $143 billion over the first decade.[298]

The law faced several legal challenges, primarily based on the argument that an individual mandate requiring Americans to buy health insurance was unconstitutional. On June 28, 2012, the Supreme Court ruled by a 5–4 vote in National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius[image: External link] that the mandate was constitutional under the U.S. Congress's taxing authority.[299] In Burwell v. Hobby Lobby[image: External link] the Court ruled that "closely-held" for-profit corporations could be exempt on religious grounds under the Religious Freedom Restoration Act[image: External link] from regulations adopted under the ACA that would have required them to pay for insurance that covered certain contraceptives. In June 2015, the Court ruled 6–3 in King v. Burwell[image: External link] that subsidies to help individuals and families purchase health insurance were authorized for those doing so on both the federal exchange and state exchanges, not only those purchasing plans "established by the State", as the statute reads.[300]
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 Energy policy




Main article: Energy policy of the Obama administration[image: External link]


Prior to June 2014, Obama offered substantial support for a broadly-based "All of the above" approach to domestic energy policy, which Obama has maintained since his first term and which he last confirmed at his State of the Union speech in January 2014 to a mixed reception by both parties. In June 2014, Obama made indications that his administration would consider a shift towards an energy policy more closely tuned to the manufacturing industry and its impact on the domestic economy.[301] Obama's approach of selectively combining regulation and incentive to various issues in the domestic energy policy such as coal mining and oil fracking has received mixed commentary for not being as responsive to the needs of the domestic manufacturing sector as needed, following claims that the domestic manufacturing sector utilizes as much as a third of the nation's available energy resources.[302][303]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Gun control




Main article: Social policy of the Barack Obama administration § Gun policy[image: External link]


On January 16, 2013, one month after the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting[image: External link], Obama signed 23 executive orders and outlined a series of sweeping proposals regarding gun control.[304] He urged Congress to reintroduce an expired ban on military-style assault weapons, such as those used in several recent mass shootings, impose limits on ammunition magazines to 10 rounds, introduce background checks on all gun sales, pass a ban on possession and sale of armor-piercing bullets, introduce harsher penalties for gun-traffickers, especially unlicensed dealers who buy arms for criminals and approving the appointment of the head of the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives[image: External link] for the first time since 2006.[305] On January 5, 2016, Obama announced new executive actions[image: External link] extending background check requirements to more gun sellers.[306] In a 2016 editorial in the New York Times, Obama compared the struggle for what he termed "common-sense gun reform" to women's suffrage[image: External link] and other civil rights movements in American history.[307]
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 2010 midterm elections




Main articles: United States House of Representatives elections, 2010[image: External link] and United States Senate elections, 2010[image: External link]


Obama called the November 2, 2010 election[image: External link], where the Democratic Party lost 63 seats in, and control of, the House of Representatives,[308] "humbling" and a "shellacking".[309] He said that the results came because not enough Americans had felt the effects of the economic recovery.[310]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cybersecurity and Internet policy




On November 10, 2014, President Obama recommended the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] reclassify broadband Internet service[image: External link] as a telecommunications service in order to preserve net neutrality[image: External link].[311][312] On February 12, 2013, President Obama signed Executive Order 13636, "Improving Critical Infrastructure Cybersecurity".[313]
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 Foreign policy




Main article: Foreign policy of the Barack Obama administration


In February and March 2009, Vice President Joe Biden and Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton made separate overseas trips to announce a "new era" in U.S. foreign relations with Russia and Europe, using the terms "break" and " reset[image: External link]" to signal major changes from the policies of the preceding administration.[314] Obama attempted to reach out to Arab leaders by granting his first interview to an Arab cable TV network, Al Arabiya[image: External link].[315]

On March 19, Obama continued his outreach to the Muslim world, releasing a New Year's video message to the people and government of Iran.[316][317] In April, Obama gave a speech in Ankara[image: External link], Turkey, which was well received by many Arab governments.[318] On June 4, 2009, Obama delivered a speech at Cairo University[image: External link] in Egypt calling for "A New Beginning[image: External link]" in relations between the Islamic world and the United States and promoting Middle East peace.[319]

On June 26, 2009, Obama responded to the Iranian government's actions towards protesters following Iran's 2009 presidential election[image: External link] by saying: "The violence perpetrated against them is outrageous. We see it and we condemn it."[320] While in Moscow on July 7, he responded Vice President Biden's comment on a possible Israeli military strike on Iran by saying: "We have said directly to the Israelis that it is important to try and resolve this in an international setting in a way that does not create major conflict in the Middle East."[321]

On September 24, 2009, Obama became the first sitting U.S. president to preside[image: External link] over a meeting of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link].[322]

In March 2010, Obama took a public stance against plans by the government of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link] to continue building Jewish housing projects in predominantly Arab neighborhoods of East Jerusalem[image: External link].[323][324] During the same month, an agreement was reached with the administration of Russian President Dmitry Medvedev[image: External link] to replace the 1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty[image: External link] with a new pact reducing the number of long-range nuclear weapons in the arsenals of both countries by about one-third.[325] Obama and Medvedev signed the New START[image: External link] treaty in April 2010, and the U.S. Senate ratified it in December 2010.[326]

In December 2011, Obama instructed agencies to consider LGBT rights[image: External link] when issuing financial aid to foreign countries.[327] He criticized Russia's law discriminating against gays in August 2013,[328] stopping short of advocating a boycott of the 2014 Winter Olympics[image: External link] held in Sochi[image: External link], Russia.[329]

In December 2014, Obama announced that he intended to normalize relationships[image: External link] between Cuba and the United States[image: External link].[330] The countries' respective "interests sections" in one another's capitals were upgraded to embassies on July 20, 2015.

In March 2015, Obama declared that he had authorized U.S. forces to provide logistical and intelligence support to the Saudis in their military intervention in Yemen[image: External link], establishing a "Joint Planning Cell" with Saudi Arabia.[331]

Before leaving office, Obama said German Chancellor Angela Merkel had been his "closest international partner" throughout his tenure as President.[332]
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 War in Iraq




Main articles: Iraq War[image: External link] and American-led intervention in Iraq (2014–present)[image: External link]


On February 27, 2009, Obama announced that combat operations in Iraq would end within 18 months. His remarks were made to a group of Marines[image: External link] preparing for deployment to Afghanistan. Obama said, "Let me say this as plainly as I can: by August 31, 2010, our combat mission in Iraq will end."[333] The Obama administration scheduled the withdrawal of combat troops to be completed by August 2010, decreasing troop's levels from 142,000 while leaving a transitional force of about 50,000 in Iraq until the end of 2011. On August 19, 2010, the last U.S. combat brigade exited Iraq. Remaining troops transitioned from combat operations to counter-terrorism[image: External link] and the training, equipping, and advising of Iraqi security forces.[334][335] On August 31, 2010, Obama announced that the United States combat mission in Iraq was over.[336] On October 21, 2011 President Obama announced that all U.S. troops would leave Iraq in time to be "home for the holidays".[337]

In June 2014, following the capture of Mosul[image: External link] by Daesh[image: External link], Obama sent 275 troops to provide support and security for U.S. personnel and the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad. Daesh continued to gain ground and to commit widespread massacres and ethnic cleansing[image: External link].[338][339]

In August 2014, during the Sinjar massacre[image: External link], Obama ordered a campaign of U.S. airstrikes against Daesh[image: External link].[340]

By the end of 2014, 3,100 American ground troops were committed to the conflict[341] and 16,000 sorties were flown over the battlefield, primarily by U.S. Air Force and Navy pilots.[342]

In the spring of 2015, with the addition of the "Panther Brigade" of the 82nd Airborne Division[image: External link] the number of U.S. ground troops in Iraq surged to 4,400,[343] and by July American-led coalition air forces counted 44,000 sorties over the battlefield.[344]
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 War in Afghanistan




Main article: War in Afghanistan (2001–14)[image: External link]


Early in his presidency, Obama moved to bolster U.S. troop strength in Afghanistan.[345] He announced an increase in U.S. troop levels to 17,000 military personnel in February 2009 to "stabilize a deteriorating situation in Afghanistan", an area he said had not received the "strategic attention, direction and resources it urgently requires".[346] He replaced the military commander in Afghanistan, General David D. McKiernan[image: External link], with former Special Forces[image: External link] commander Lt. Gen. Stanley A. McChrystal[image: External link] in May 2009, indicating that McChrystal's Special Forces experience would facilitate the use of counterinsurgency tactics in the war.[347] On December 1, 2009, Obama announced the deployment of an additional 30,000 military personnel to Afghanistan and proposed to begin troop withdrawals 18 months from that date;[348] this took place in July 2011. David Petraeus[image: External link] replaced McChrystal in June 2010, after McChrystal's staff criticized White House personnel in a magazine article.[349] In February 2013, Obama said the U.S. military would reduce the troop level in Afghanistan from 68,000 to 34,000 U.S. troops by February 2014.[350]

In October 2015, the White House announced a plan to keep U.S. Forces in Afghanistan indefinitely in light of the deteriorating security situation.[351]
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 Israel




In 2011, the United States vetoed a Security Council resolution condemning Israeli settlements[image: External link], with the United States being the only nation to do so.[352] Obama supports the two-state solution[image: External link] to the Arab–Israeli conflict[image: External link] based on the 1967 borders with land swaps.[353]

In June 2011, Obama said that the bond between the United States and Israel is "unbreakable".[354] During the initial years of the Obama administration, the U.S. increased military cooperation with Israel, including increased military aid, re-establishment of the U.S.-Israeli Joint Political Military Group[image: External link] and the Defense Policy Advisory Group, and an increase in visits among high-level military officials of both countries.[355] The Obama administration asked Congress to allocate money toward funding the Iron Dome[image: External link] program in response to the waves of Palestinian rocket attacks on Israel[image: External link].[356]

In 2013, Jeffrey Goldberg[image: External link] reported that, in Obama's view, "with each new settlement announcement, Netanyahu is moving his country down a path toward near-total isolation."[357]

In 2014, Obama likened the Zionist movement[image: External link] to the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link] in the United States. He said that both movements seek to bring justice and equal rights to historically persecuted peoples. He explained, "To me, being pro-Israel and pro-Jewish is part and parcel with the values that I've been fighting for since I was politically conscious and started getting involved in politics."[358] Obama expressed support for Israel's right to defend itself during the 2014 Israel–Gaza conflict[image: External link].[359]

On December 23, 2016 under the Obama Administration, the United States abstained from United Nations Security Council Resolution 2334[image: External link], effectively allowing it to pass.[360] Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link] strongly criticized the Administration's actions,[361][362] and the Israeli government withdrew its annual dues from the organization, which totaled $6 million in United States dollars[image: External link], on January 6, 2017.[363] On January 5, 2017, the United States House of Representatives voted 342–80 to condemn the UN Resolution.[364][365]
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 Libya




Main article: 2011 military intervention in Libya[image: External link]


In February 2011, protests in Libya began against long-time dictator Muammar Gaddafi[image: External link] as part of the Arab Spring[image: External link]. They soon turned violent. In March, as forces loyal to Gaddafi advanced on rebels across Libya, calls for a no-fly zone came from around the world, including Europe, the Arab League[image: External link], and a resolution[366] passed unanimously by the U.S. Senate.[367] In response to the unanimous passage of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1973[image: External link] on March 17, Gaddafi—who had previously vowed to "show no mercy" to the rebels of Benghazi[368]—announced an immediate cessation of military activities,[369] yet reports came in that his forces continued shelling Misrata[image: External link]. The next day, on Obama's orders, the U.S. military took part in air strikes to destroy the Libyan government's air defense capabilities to protect civilians and enforce a no-fly-zone,[370] including the use of Tomahawk missiles[image: External link], B-2 Spirits[image: External link], and fighter jets.[371][372][373] Six days later, on March 25, by unanimous vote of all of its 28 members, NATO[image: External link] took over leadership of the effort, dubbed Operation Unified Protector[image: External link].[374] Some Representatives[375] questioned whether Obama had the constitutional authority to order military action in addition to questioning its cost, structure and aftermath.[376][377]
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 Syrian Civil War




See also: Foreign involvement in the Syrian Civil War § United States[image: External link]


On August 18, 2011, several months after the start of the Syrian Civil War[image: External link], Obama issued a written statement that said: "The time has come for President Assad[image: External link] to step aside."[378][379] This stance was reaffirmed in November 2015.[380] In 2012, Obama authorized multiple programs run by the CIA and the Pentagon to train anti-Assad rebels.[381] The Pentagon-run program was later found to have failed and was formally abandoned in October 2015.[382][383]

In the wake of a chemical weapons attack[image: External link] in Syria, formally blamed[image: External link] by the Obama administration on the Assad government, Obama chose not to enforce the "red line" he had pledged[384] and, rather than authorise the promised military action against Assad, went along with the Russia-brokered deal that led to Assad giving up chemical weapons[image: External link]; however attacks with chlorine gas[image: External link] continued.[385][386] In 2014, Obama authorized an air campaign aimed primarily at ISIL[image: External link], but repeatedly promised that the U.S. would not deploy ground troops in Syria.[387][388]
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 Death of Osama bin Laden




Main article: Death of Osama bin Laden


Starting with information received from Central Intelligence Agency operatives in July 2010, the CIA developed intelligence over the next several months that determined what they believed to be the hideout of Osama bin Laden. He was living in seclusion in a large compound[image: External link] in Abbottabad[image: External link], Pakistan, a suburban area 35 miles (56 km) from Islamabad[image: External link].[389] CIA head Leon Panetta reported this intelligence to President Obama in March 2011.[389] Meeting with his national security advisers over the course of the next six weeks, Obama rejected a plan to bomb the compound, and authorized a "surgical raid" to be conducted by United States Navy SEALs[image: External link].[389] The operation took place on May 1, 2011, and resulted in the shooting death of bin Laden and the seizure of papers, computer drives and disks from the compound.[390][391] DNA testing was one of five methods used to positively identify bin Laden's corpse,[392] which was buried at sea several hours later.[393] Within minutes of the President's announcement from Washington, DC, late in the evening on May 1, there were spontaneous celebrations around the country as crowds gathered outside the White House, and at New York City's Ground Zero[image: External link] and Times Square[image: External link].[390][394] Reaction to the announcement[image: External link] was positive across party lines, including from former presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush,[395] and from many countries around the world.[396]
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 Iran nuclear talks




Main article: Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action[image: External link]


In November 2013, Obama's administration opened negotiations[image: External link] with Iran to prevent it from acquiring nuclear weapons[image: External link], which included an interim agreement[image: External link]. Negotiations took two years with numerous delays, with a deal being announced July 14, 2015. The deal, titled the "Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action[image: External link]", saw the removal of sanctions in exchange for measures that would prevent Iran from producing nuclear weapons. While Obama hailed the agreement as being a step towards a more hopeful world, the deal drew strong criticism from Republican and conservative quarters, and from Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link].[397][398][399]
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 Relations with Cuba




Main article: United States–Cuban Thaw[image: External link]


Since the spring of 2013, secret meetings were conducted between the United States and Cuba in the neutral locations of Canada and Vatican City[image: External link].[400] The Vatican first became involved in 2013 when Pope Francis advised the U.S. and Cuba to exchange prisoners[image: External link] as a gesture of goodwill.[401] On December 10, 2013, Cuban President Raúl Castro[image: External link], in a significant public moment, greeted and shook hands with Obama at the Nelson Mandela memorial service[image: External link] in Johannesburg[image: External link].[402]

In December 2014, after the secret meetings, it was announced that Obama, with Pope Francis as an intermediary, had negotiated a restoration of relations with Cuba, after nearly sixty years of détente.[403] Popularly dubbed the Cuban Thaw[image: External link], The New Republic[image: External link] deemed the Cuban Thaw to be "Obama's finest foreign policy achievement."[404] On July 1, 2015, President Barack Obama announced that formal diplomatic relations between Cuba and the United States would resume, and embassies would be opened in Washington and Havana[image: External link].[405] The countries' respective "interests sections" in one another's capitals were upgraded to embassies on July 20 and August 13, 2015, respectively.[406]

Obama visited Havana, Cuba for two days in March 2016, becoming the first sitting U.S. President to arrive since Calvin Coolidge in 1928.[407]
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 Africa




Obama spoke in front of the African Union[image: External link] in Addis Ababa[image: External link], Ethiopia, on July 29, 2015, the first sitting U.S. president to do so. He gave a speech encouraging the world to increase economic ties via investments and trade with the continent, and lauded the progresses made in education[image: External link], infrastructure, and economy[image: External link]. He also criticized the lack of democracy and leaders who refuse to step aside, discrimination against minorities (LGBT people, religious groups and ethnicities), and corruption. He suggested an intensified democratization[image: External link] and free trade, to significantly improve the quality of life for Africans.[408][409] During his July 2015 trip, Obama also was the first U.S. president ever to visit[image: External link] Kenya, which is the homeland of his father.[410]
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 Hiroshima speech




On May 27, 2016, 2½ months before the 71st anniversary of the U.S. atomic bombing of Hiroshima[image: External link] that ended World War II, Obama became the first sitting American president to visit Hiroshima[image: External link], Japan. Accompanied by Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe[image: External link], Obama paid tribute to the victims of the bombing at the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum[image: External link].[411]
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 Russia




See also: Russia–United States relations § Obama's tenure (2009–2017)[image: External link]


After Russia's invasion of Crimea[image: External link] in 2014, military intervention[image: External link] in Syria in 2015, and the interference in the 2016 presidential election[image: External link][412] in the 2016 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], Obama's Russia policy was widely seen as a failure.[413] George Robertson[image: External link], a former UK defense secretary and NATO secretary-general, said that Obama had "allowed Putin to jump back on the world stage and test the resolve of the West", adding that the legacy of this disaster would last.[414]
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 Cultural and political image




Main article: Public image of Barack Obama[image: External link]


See also: International reaction to the United States presidential election, 2008[image: External link] and International reactions to the United States presidential election, 2012[image: External link]


Obama's family history, upbringing, and Ivy League[image: External link] education differ markedly from those of African-American politicians who launched their careers in the 1960s through participation in the civil rights movement[image: External link].[415] Expressing puzzlement over questions about whether he is "black enough", Obama told an August 2007 meeting of the National Association of Black Journalists[image: External link] that "we're still locked in this notion that if you appeal to white folks then there must be something wrong."[416] Obama acknowledged his youthful image in an October 2007 campaign speech, saying: "I wouldn't be here if, time and again, the torch had not been passed to a new generation."[417]

Obama is frequently referred to as an exceptional orator.[418] During his pre-inauguration transition period and continuing into his presidency, Obama has delivered a series of weekly Internet video addresses.[419] Former presidential campaign surrogate and Georgetown professor, Michael Eric Dyson[image: External link], is both critical and sympathetic of President Obama's leadership in race relations, indicating that Obama's speeches and action on racial disparity and justice have been somewhat reactive and reluctant when, especially in the later part of his second term, racial violence demanded immediate presidential action and conversation.[420]

According to the Gallup Organization, Obama began his presidency with a 68% approval rating[421] before gradually declining for the rest of the year, and eventually bottoming out at 41% in August 2010,[422] a trend similar to Ronald Reagan's and Bill Clinton's first years in office.[423] He experienced a small poll bounce shortly after the death of Osama bin Laden on May 2, 2011. This bounce lasted until around June 2011, when his approval numbers dropped back to where they were previously.[424][425] His approval ratings rebounded around the same time as his reelection in 2012, with polls showing an average job approval of 52% shortly after his second inauguration.[426] Despite approval ratings dropping to 39% in late-2013 due to the ACA roll-out, they climbed to 50% in January 2015 according to Gallup.[427]

Polls showed strong support for Obama in other countries both before and during his presidency.[428][429] In a February 2009 poll conducted in Western Europe and the U.S. by Harris Interactive[image: External link] for France 24[image: External link] and the International Herald Tribune[image: External link], Obama was rated as the most respected world leader, as well as the most powerful.[430] In a similar poll conducted by Harris in May 2009, Obama was rated as the most popular world leader, as well as the one figure most people would pin their hopes on for pulling the world out of the economic downturn.[431][432]

Obama won Best Spoken Word Album Grammy Awards[image: External link] for abridged audiobook[image: External link] versions of Dreams from My Father in February 2006 and for The Audacity of Hope in February 2008.[433] His concession speech[image: External link] after the New Hampshire primary was set to music by independent artists as the music video "Yes We Can[image: External link]", which was viewed 10 million times on YouTube in its first month[434] and received a Daytime Emmy Award[image: External link].[435] In December 2008 and in 2012, Time magazine named Obama as its Person of the Year.[436] The 2008 awarding was for his historic candidacy and election, which Time described as "the steady march of seemingly impossible accomplishments".[437] On May 25, 2011, Obama became the first President of the United States to address both houses of the UK Parliament[image: External link] in Westminster Hall[image: External link], London. This was only the fifth occurrence since the start of the 20th century, of a head of state being extended this invitation, following Charles de Gaulle[image: External link] in 1960, Nelson Mandela in 1996, Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] in 2002 and Pope Benedict XVI[image: External link] in 2010.[438][439]

On October 9, 2009, the Norwegian Nobel Committee[image: External link] announced that Obama had won the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link] "for his extraordinary efforts to strengthen international diplomacy and cooperation between peoples".[440] Obama accepted this award in Oslo[image: External link], Norway on December 10, 2009, with "deep gratitude and great humility."[441] The award drew a mixture of praise and criticism from world leaders and media figures.[442][443][444][445][446][447][448] Obama's peace prize was called a "stunning surprise" by The New York Times.[449] Obama is the fourth U.S. president to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize and the third to become a Nobel laureate while in office.[450] Obama's Nobel Prize has been viewed skeptically in subsequent years, especially after the director of the Nobel Institute, Geir Lundestad[image: External link], said Obama's Peace Prize did not have the desired effect.[451]
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 Post-presidency




Barack Obama's presidency ended at noon on January 20, 2017, immediately following the inauguration[image: External link] of his Republican successor, Donald Trump. After the inauguration, Obama lifted off on Executive One[image: External link], circled the White House, and flew to Joint Base Andrews[image: External link].[452] The family rented a house in Kalorama, Washington, D.C.[image: External link][453]

During the 2017 Democratic National Committee chairmanship election, the Obama administration pushed for Tom Perez to run against Keith Ellison and President Barack Obama personally called DNC members to vote for Perez.[454]

On March 2, 2017, the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link] awarded the annual Profile in Courage Award[image: External link] to Obama "for his enduring commitment to democratic ideals and elevating the standard of political courage."[455]

On April 24, 2017, in his first public appearance out of office, Obama appeared at a seminar at the University of Chicago[image: External link] aimed at the engagement with a new generation as well as an appeal for their participation in politics.[456]

On May 4, 2017, three days ahead of the French presidential election[image: External link], Obama endorsed Emmanuel Macron[image: External link]: "He appeals to people’s hopes and not their fears, and I enjoyed speaking to Emmanuel recently to hear about his independent movement and his vision for the future of France."[457] Macron went on to win the election.

On May 9, 2017, Obama delivered a speech urging for election participation and research during a food innovation summit in Milan, Italy[image: External link], saying in part, "if you don't vote and you don't pay attention, you'll get policies that don't reflect your interest."[458]

While in Berlin[image: External link] on May 25, Obama made a joint public appearance with Chancellor Merkel where he stressed inclusion and for leaders to question themselves, Obama having been formally invited to Berlin while still in office as part of an effort to boost Merkel's re-election campaign.[459]

Obama traveled to Kensington Palace[image: External link] in England[image: External link] and met with Prince Harry[image: External link] on May 27, 2017; Obama tweeted afterward that the two discussed their foundations and offering condolences in the wake of the Manchester Arena bombing[image: External link] that occurred five days prior.[460]

On June 1, after President Trump announced his withdrawal of the United States from the Paris Agreement[image: External link], Obama released a statement disagreeing with the choice: "But even in the absence of American leadership; even as this administration joins a small handful of nations that reject the future; I'm confident that our states, cities, and businesses will step up and do even more to lead the way, and help protect for future generations the one planet we've got."[461]

Barack Obama gave a public speech in Montreal on June 6, 2017.[462]
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 Presidential library




Main article: Barack Obama Presidential Center[image: External link]


The Obama Presidential Center is the planned presidential library[image: External link] of Barack Obama. The center will be hosted by the University of Chicago[image: External link], and will be located in Jackson Park[image: External link] on the South Side[image: External link] of Chicago, Illinois. Once completed, it will become the 14th site in the National Archives and Records Administration[image: External link]'s presidential library system.[463]
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 Legacy




Obama's most significant legacy is generally considered to be the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link], provisions of which went into effect from 2010 to 2020. Together with the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act[image: External link] amendment, it represents the most significant regulatory overhaul of the U.S. healthcare system[image: External link] since the passage of Medicare[image: External link] and Medicaid[image: External link] in 1965.[464]

Many commentators credit Obama with averting a threatened depression and pulling the country out of the "Great Recession[image: External link]".[464] According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics[image: External link], the Obama administration[image: External link] created 11.3 million jobs from the month after the first inauguration of Barack Obama[image: External link] to the end of his term.[465]

In 2009, President Obama signed into law the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010[image: External link], which contained in it the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act[image: External link], the first addition to existing federal hate crime in the United States since Democratic President Bill Clinton signed into law the Church Arson Prevention Act of 1996. The Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act expanded existing federal hate crime laws in the United States[image: External link] to apply to crimes motivated by a victim's actual or perceived gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability, and dropped the prerequisite that the victim be engaging in a federally protected activity.

In 2010, President Obama signed into effect the Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link]. Passed as a response to the financial crisis of 2007–08[image: External link], it brought the most significant changes to financial regulation[image: External link] in the United States since the regulatory reform that followed the Great Depression[image: External link] under Democratic President Franklin D. Roosevelt.[466]

In 2011, the Don't Ask, Don't Tell Repeal Act of 2010 went into effect, bringing an end to "don't ask, don't tell" policy in the US armed forces that banned open service from LGB[image: External link] people. Obama succeeded in allowing open military service for LGB people in the US armed forces where his Democratic predecessor, US President Bill Clinton, had failed to do so; the Clinton administration[image: External link] having instead enacted the compromise "don't ask, don't tell" policy. In 2016, the Obama administration[image: External link] brought an end to the ban on transgender[image: External link] people serving openly in the US armed forces.[467][215]

President Obama continued the drone strikes[image: External link] that President George W. Bush started during his presidency in Afghanistan[image: External link], Iraq[image: External link], Pakistan[image: External link], Somalia, and Yemen[image: External link]. Obama also ordered drone strikes in Libya[image: External link] in 2011, the Philippines[image: External link] in 2012, and Syria[image: External link] in 2014.[468] Obama left about 9,800 US troops in Afghanistan[image: External link], 5,262 US troops in Iraq, 503 US troops in Syria, 133 US troops in Pakistan, 106 US troops in Somalia, 7 US troops in Yemen, and 2 US troops in Libya at the end of his presidency.[469][470]

According to Pew Research Center[image: External link] and United States Bureau of Justice Statistics[image: External link], from December 31, 2009 to December 31, 2015, that inmates sentenced in US federal custody declined by 5% under US President Obama. This is the largest decline in sentenced inmates in US federal custody since Democrat US President Jimmy Carter[image: External link]. By contrast, the federal prison population increased significantly under US president Ronald Reagan, George H. W. Bush, Bill Clinton, and George W. Bush.[471]

A 2017 C-SPAN Presidential Historians Survey ranked Obama as the 12th best US president.[472][473]
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Jared Schutz Polis (/'po:ls /[image: External link]) (born May 12, 1975) is an American politician, entrepreneur, and philanthropist. Polis is A Democratic[image: External link] member of the United States House of Representatives for Colorado's 2nd congressional district[image: External link], serving since 2009. He is a former member of the Colorado State Board of Education[image: External link]. Polis is the first openly gay[image: External link] parent in Congress.[1] He consistently ranks as one of the wealthiest members of the United States Congress, with a personal net worth estimated at nearly $400 million.[2]

In June of 2017 Polis announced that he is running for Governor of Colorado[image: External link] in the 2018 election[image: External link].[3][4]
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Polis is the son of Stephen Schutz and Susan Polis Schutz[image: External link], founders of greeting card and book publisher Blue Mountain Arts.[5] He was born at Boulder Community Hospital in Boulder, CO in 1975. He lived in San Diego, CA during his high school years, and graduated from La Jolla Country Day School[image: External link] in three years with multiple honors. He also received a Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] in politics[image: External link] from Princeton University[image: External link]. In 2000 he legally changed his name to use his mother's surname, in part to raise awareness for a fund-raiser and because he simply "liked it better".[6]
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 Business career




Polis co-founded American Information Systems (AIS), Inc while still in college. AIS was an internet access provider[image: External link] and was sold in 1998. In 1996, he co-founded[7] a free electronic greeting card[image: External link] website, Bluemountain.com, which was sold to Excite@Home[image: External link] in 1999 for $430 million in stock and $350 million in cash.[8][9]

In February 1998, Polis founded ProFlowers[image: External link], an online florist, in La Jolla, California[image: External link]. In December of that year, economist Dr. Arthur Laffer[image: External link] began advising Polis and joined ProFlowers as a Director.[10] ProFlowers, later renamed Provide Commerce, Inc., went public on NASDAQ[image: External link] as PRVD on December 17, 2003. In 2005, Provide Commerce was acquired by media conglomerate Liberty Media Corporation[image: External link] for $477 million.
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 Philanthropic career




In 2000, Polis founded the Jared Polis Foundation, whose mission is to "create opportunities for success by supporting educators, increasing access to technology, and strengthening our community."[11] Its main programs are the annual "Teacher Recognition Awards";[12] the "Community Computer Connection" program,[13] which refurbishes and donates more than 3,500 computers a year to schools and non-profit organizations[image: External link]; and the semi-annual "Jared Polis Foundation Education Report". Polis has also founded two charter schools[image: External link], one with multiple campuses across three states and a post-secondary school, the New America College, for at-risk students. In 2004, he established the charter school "New America School," which is a high school that primarily serves older immigrant youth ages 16–21 and has three campuses in Colorado, in the Denver Metro area, two campuses in New Mexico[image: External link][14] and a campus opening in Las Vegas, Nevada in 2013.[15] In 2005, Polis co-founded with Urban Peak the charter school Academy of Urban Learning[16] in Denver to help youth at risk of becoming homeless[image: External link] or living in unstable living conditions.

Polis was named Outstanding Philanthropist for the 2006 National Philanthropy Day in Colorado. He is a recipient of many awards, including the Boulder Daily Camera’s 2007 Pacesetter Award in Education;[17] the Kauffman Foundation Community Award;[18] the Denver consul general[image: External link] of Mexico “Ohtli”;[19] the Martin Luther King, Jr. Colorado Humanitarian Award; and the Anti-Defamation League’s inaugural Boulder Community Builder Award.

At the time of his election, Polis had founded a number of companies and is one of the 10 richest members of the United States Congress[image: External link].[20]
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 Early political career




Together with Pat Stryker[image: External link], Rutt Bridges[image: External link], and Tim Gill[image: External link], Polis is one of the four wealthy Coloradans sometimes called the "Gang of Four" who donate to liberal causes.[21]
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 State Board of Education




In 2000, Polis was elected at-large[image: External link] as a member of the Colorado State Board of Education and served for a single six-year term until January 2007 when the district was eliminated.[22] His election was one of the closest in Colorado history, as he defeated incumbent Ben Alexander by 90 votes out of 1.6 million cast.[23] Polis served as Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Colorado State Board of Education during his term.[24][25][26]
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 Ballot measures




In 2006, Polis served as Co-chair of "Coloradans for Clean Government," a committee that supported Amendment 41[image: External link], a citizen-initiated ballot measure[image: External link] to ban gifts by registered lobbyists to government officials, establish a $50 annual restriction on gift-giving from non-lobbyists, establish a two-year cooling-off period before former state legislators and statewide elected officials[image: External link] can begin lobbying, and create an independent ethics commission. In November 2006, 62.3% of Colorado voters approved the "Ethics in Government" constitutional amendment[image: External link].[27]

In 2007, Polis Co-chaired the "Building for our Future" campaign that supported ballot question 3A in the Boulder Valley School District to issue $296.8 million in bonds for the improvement and modernization of aging school facilities —the largest capital construction bond issue in the district’s history and the largest school bond proposal in Colorado that year. In November 2006, 58% of Boulder Valley School District voters approved the measure.[28]

In 2014, Polis planned to champion two ballot measures which would have limited fracking in Colorado by banning drilling near schools and homes and by empowering communities to pass their own rules. However, he dropped the divisive measures after reaching a deal with Governor John Hickenlooper which will create a task force. The absence of the initiatives is seen as a relief to vulnerable Democrats who would have had to take controversial stances on the issue.[29]
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 U.S. House of Representatives
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 Elections




In 2008, Polis won a heavily contested Democratic primary election[image: External link], and went on to win the general election[image: External link] on November 4, 2008, winning 62% of the vote to succeed Mark Udall[image: External link].

In 2010, Polis won 57% of the popular vote to win re-election.[30][31]

In 2012, Polis ran uncontested in the Democratic primary and won a third election to Congress with 55% of popular vote.[32]

In 2014, Polis won a fourth election to Congress with 57% of popular vote.[33]
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 Tenure




Polis is currently the Red to Blue program chair for the DCCC, helping recruit and raise money for Democratic candidates in competitive congressional districts.[34] According to sources close to Polis, he has eyed a higher leadership role in the DCCC, running for Vice-Chair of the House Democratic Caucus[image: External link] after then-chairman Xavier Becerra[image: External link] was term-limited.[35] The position ended up going to New York Congressman Joe Crowley[image: External link].[36]
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 Committee assignments




For the 114th Congress, Polis serves on the following committees[37]


	
Committee on Education and the Workforce[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Higher Education and Workforce Training[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Health, Employment, Labor, and Pensions[image: External link]





	
Committee on Natural Resources[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Federal Lands[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations[image: External link]





	
Committee on Rules[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Legislative and Budget Process[image: External link]
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 Caucus memberships





	
Congressional Cannabis Caucus[image: External link][38]


	Congressional Progressive Caucus[image: External link]

	
LGBT Equality Caucus[image: External link] (Co-Chair)

	Blockchain Caucus (Co-Chair)

	Mexico Caucus (Co-Chair)

	Nepal Caucus (Co-Chair)

	Veterinary Medicine Caucus[image: External link]
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 Legislation sponsored




The following is an incomplete list of legislation that Polis has introduced:


	
Lake Hill Administrative Site Affordable Housing Act (H.R. 2337; 113th Congress)[image: External link] - a bill that would require the Secretary of Agriculture to sell 40 acres of Forest Service land near Frisco, Colorado[image: External link]. Summit County, Colorado would use the land to build affordable housing.[39]
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 Political positions
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 Education




In 2011 Polis, along with Senator Joe Lieberman ( I[image: External link]- CT[image: External link]), introduced the 2011 Race to the Top Act[image: External link] (H.R. 1532). The legislation authorized old provisions and some new ones including: new standards to encourage and reward states based on their implementation of comprehensive educational reforms that innovate through 4-year competitive grants that allow more funding to expand Charter schools[image: External link] and compensate teachers in part based on their students’ performance.[40][41][42]

Polis has sponsored other education bills and legislation regarding students including;


	The SLICE (School Lunch Improvements for Children’s Education) Act, in response to Congress redefining pizza as a vegetable[image: External link].[43] The SLICE Act would require healthier meals for students, which would, for example, allow the USDA[image: External link] to accurately count 1/8 of a cup of tomato paste as 1/8 of a cup, instead of half of a cup, which is what qualifies pizza as a vegetable; allow the USDA to implement science-based sodium reduction targets; and, allow the USDA to set a whole grain requirement.[44] The SLICE Act is opposed by The Food Institute saying that it, “all but removes foods made with tomato paste from school cafeterias, in spite of the significant nutritional value offered by tomato paste."[45] But Polis says, “Pizza has a place in school meals, but equating it with broccoli, carrots and celery seriously undermines this nation’s efforts to support children’s health.” Polis adds that Agribusiness[image: External link] should never dictate the quality of school meals.”[46]


	The Defending Special Education Students and Families Act, which fully funds the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act[image: External link] (IDEA). IDEA governs how states and public agencies provide early intervention for special education[image: External link].[47] In the original bill, IDEA promised to pay 40% of the excess cost of educating students with disabilities, but that funding provision hasn’t been fulfilled and only covers 16% of special-education funding and has never funded more than 30%.[48] Polis’ bill suggests cutting excess and wasteful Pentagon[image: External link] spending, by cutting $18.8 billion in weapons systems[image: External link] over five years.[49]




Polis has also introduced the Computer Science Education Act, which helps provide job training for computing jobs, and the ACE Act, which would provide funding to improve outcomes for students in persistently low-performing schools, and to authorize school "turnaround grants."[50][51]

In 2015, during a back-and-forth exchange before the House Education and Workforce Committee’s Subcommittee on Higher Education and Workforce Training, Polis argued for schools to be able to use lower standards of evidence when deciding to expel students accused of sexual assault by stating, "If there are 10 people who have been accused, and under a reasonable likelihood standard maybe one or two did it, it seems better to get rid of all 10 people."[52] Shortly after the comments, Polis said that he misspoke during the subcommittee hearing and that he committed a major gaffe during the discussion.[53] Civil liberties and conservative sources have pointed to Polis' comments as evidence of the drive to erode due process rights with regards to answering accusations of sexual assault at U.S. colleges and universities.[54][55][56]
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 Foreign policy
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 Iraq




Polis opposed the Iraq War[image: External link] saying that, “The invasion of Iraq was a colossal mistake and I opposed the war from the very beginning. Bush's blunders, and the Democrats who gave him cover along the way, have left us without easy solutions for improving the situation.”[57] During a congressional trip to Iraq[image: External link] Polis praised the “Sons of Iraq[image: External link]” policy, which funds former military and police officials[image: External link] under Saddam Hussein to lay down their arms against coalition forces, patrol neighborhoods, and fight against other Sunni[image: External link] insurgents. In an op-ed, he wrote, “If we had started this policy sooner after the invasion, we no doubt could have prevented loss of life. As can be expected, some of them turn out to be corrupt and attack us anyway, but most seem to be helping to keep the order. The challenge is to bring them into the fold of the new Iraqi government[image: External link] and a proper chain of command structure.”[58]

In the op-ed Polis also said, “The hippie[image: External link] in me bemoans the fact that we defeated the Iraqi military[image: External link] only to help them build an even stronger one that might one day be used against children and innocents, as often is the case. When will all the killing end? Where have all the flowers gone? And they shall beat their swords into plowshares and they shall study war no more.”[59]
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 Afghanistan




Polis supports removing all troops from Afghanistan[image: External link].[60] In 2010 Polis supported a failed resolution to withdraw all troops from Afghanistan within 30 days, saying that “I don't believe that this ongoing occupation is in our national interest,” and that, “I supported the initial action to oust the Taliban[image: External link] in Afghanistan, and that succeeded, The challenge we face now is a stateless menace.”[61]

Polis also took a Congressional Delegation trip to Afghanistan, meeting with the former Afghan Interior Minister[image: External link] Mohammad Hanif Atmar[image: External link], US military officials and Diplomats[image: External link]. During his meeting with Mohammed Hanif Atmar, Polis focused on the Education gap between Afghanistan and Western nations[image: External link], the low literacy rate for Afghan police[image: External link] and military officials, and combating political corruption[image: External link].[62] Polis has criticized expanding US troops in Afghanistan, and supports putting resources in intelligence and special operations. Writing in a report after visiting Afghanistan that “We need all the high-level diplomatic support we can to master the diplomatic complexities of fighting against an enemy holed up in two countries, as well as navigating the complex regional politics.” Also adding that, “Our best estimates show there to be no more than 5,000 al-Qaeda fighters in Afghanistan and Pakistan[image: External link]. They operate out of areas in southern and eastern Afghanistan and on the Pakistan/Afghanistan border. Do we really need to occupy an entire country of around 30 million people to root out 5,000 enemies? I harbor a deep degree of ambivalence about the military surge. The diplomatic surge is good, increasing our covert ops[image: External link] and intelligence abilities focused on al-Qaeda is good, but adding tens of thousands of American troops for years doesn't necessarily get us closer to defeating al-Qaeda.”[63]
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 Iran




Polis voted in favor of the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment Act[image: External link] expanding economic sanctions[image: External link] against Iran under the Iran and Libya Sanctions Act[image: External link], and co-sponsored H.R. 1327; the Iran Sanctions Enabling Act of 2009, authorizing state and local governments to direct divestiture from, and prevent investment in, companies with investments of $20,000,000 or more in Iran's energy sector[image: External link].[64] [65]
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 Human rights




Polis, along with Representatives Barney Frank[image: External link] and Tammy Baldwin[image: External link], has called on the United States embassy in Iraq[image: External link] and former United States Secretary of State Hillary Clinton to prioritize investigating the allegations of rape[image: External link], torture[image: External link] and executions of LGBT Iraqis[image: External link], saying “Such disturbing violations of human rights should not be ignored and the United States should not stand idly by while billions of taxpayer dollars are used to support their government.”

Along with the support of 35 members of the House, Polis has also called on the State Department[image: External link] to address violence against the LGBT community in Honduras[image: External link]. [66]
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 Civil liberties




While in the House, Polis has been a staunch advocate for civil liberties, saying while campaigning in 2008 that “balance must be restored between the executive and the judicial branch (through restoring Habeas corpus[image: External link], and clarifying that the President does not have the Constitutional authority to alter legislation through signing statements[image: External link],) and between the executive and the legislative branch (clarifying that the Fourth Amendment[image: External link] requires probable cause and a warrant[image: External link] for the government to monitor Americans).[67]
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 Patriot Act




Polis has been a vocal opponent of the PATRIOT ACT[image: External link]. In a letter to House Speaker[image: External link] John Boehner[image: External link], Polis stated, “Mr. Speaker, the Patriot Act is a bill that has been plagued with abuse since it was first passed, and today’s rule is yet another example of short-circuiting the system that our Founding Fathers[image: External link] set up. If there were ever the need for the close supervision and congressional oversight of a law, it is a law that discusses how and under what conditions a government can spy on its own citizens.”[68] On February 2011 Polis voted against H.R. 514, extending expiring provisions of the Patriot Act, authorizing court-approved roving wiretaps[image: External link] that permit surveillance on multiple phones, allowing court-approved seizure of records and property in anti-terrorism operations, and permitting surveillance against a so-called lone wolf[image: External link], a non-US citizen engaged in terrorism who may not be part of a recognized terrorist group.[69] [70]
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 Internet piracy




Polis supports an open and free internet, and has been critical of SOPA[image: External link], PIPA[image: External link] and CISPA[image: External link], saying in an interview with Forbes that; “I oppose piracy and want to see intellectual property protected because that is what fosters and rewards innovation. But SOPA won’t accomplish a meaningful reduction in piracy and causes massive collateral damage to the Internet ecosystem.”[71] While debating SOPA on the house floor Polis said that “SOPA and PIPA directly threaten the very internet that has brought humanity great prosperity and greater peace,” and that, “Allowing the military and NSA[image: External link] to spy on Americans on American soil goes against every principle this country was founded on.” [72][73] Polis, along with 167 other members of the house, voted against CISPA.[74]

Polis, along with representatives Zoe Lofgren[image: External link] (D-CA) and Darrell Issa[image: External link] (R-CA), sponsored Aaron's Law[image: External link],[75] in the wake of the suicide of computer programmer and internet activist Aaron Swartz[image: External link], (the co-founder of Reddit[image: External link]), who was facing computer[image: External link] and wire fraud[image: External link] charges and more than 30 years in prison and fines of over $1,000,000 for violating the terms of service for illegally downloading academic journal[image: External link] articles from the digital library JSTOR[image: External link].[76] The proposed bill would exclude terms of service violations from the 1986 Computer Fraud and Abuse Act[image: External link] and from the wire fraud statute.[77][78] Polis said that the charges brought on by US Attorney[image: External link] Carmen Ortiz[image: External link] were "ridiculous and trumped-up," and that "It's absurd that he was made a scapegoat. I would hope that this doesn't happen to anyone else."[79]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 NDAA




Polis voted against the 2012 National Defense Authorization Act[image: External link], and is against Section 1021, which has drawn controversy about implications to detention policy.[80] After the law was signed, Polis, along with other members of the house, introduced legislation to repeal the indefinite detention[image: External link] provision. Though legislation has failed to pass the house, Section 1021 is now pending in the courts.[81]
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 War on Drugs




Polis has been an early critic of the War on Drugs[image: External link], stating that "Just as the policy of prohibition[image: External link] failed nationally with alcohol - it's now up to states and counties - I think we should do the same with marijuana[image: External link]."[82] During a June 2012 testimony of DEA Administrator Michele Leonhart[image: External link] before the United States House Judiciary Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security and Investigations[image: External link], Polis questioned whether marijuana should be classified as a schedule one drug.[83] Polis questioned Leonhart, who refused to answer whether or not cocaine[image: External link], methamphetamine[image: External link] and heroin[image: External link] posed a greater risk to someone's health than marijuana.[84] Polis also advocated the legalization of medical marijuana[image: External link] to combat prescription drug[image: External link] abuse[image: External link].[85]

Polis is the leading sponsor of H.R. 499, or, the Ending Federal Marijuana Prohibition Act of 2013[image: External link].[86] If passed, the act would: Decriminalize possession of cannabis[image: External link] at the federal level; Relinquish the Drug Enforcement Administration[image: External link]'s regulation of cannabis under the Controlled Substances Act[image: External link], transferring its federal regulation from the DEA to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives[image: External link] (renaming the ATF the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Marijuana, Firearms and Explosives); and would authorize the Food and Drug Administration[image: External link] to apply the equivalent regulatory powers it has over alcohol, to cannabis.[87] The act currently has 16 cosponsors - Fifteen Democrats and One Republican - in the House.[88]
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 LGBT rights




Polis is currently one of seven openly gay members of the 113th Congress[image: External link], and caucuses in the LGBT Equality Caucus[image: External link]. Polis has pushed for the repeal of the Defense of Marriage Act, and has praised the Obama Administration’s[image: External link] decision for the Justice Department[image: External link] to no longer defend DOMA, saying that "Section 3 of the law is unconstitutional."[89] In a statement Polis said "I applaud the Administration for finally recognizing what my colleagues and I have long criticized, to deny people the ability to officially acknowledge their relationship and feel welcomed as partners only for being LGBT is absurd and today’s decision confirms this."[90] Polis has also credited President Obama for openly endorsing gay marriage calling it "welcome news to American families."[91]

Polis is an original cosponsor of H.R. 116, or the Respect for Marriage Act[image: External link]. H.R. 116 repeals DOMA allowing marriage recognition for gay and lesbian couples in the US, the District of Columbia[image: External link], and US territories[image: External link].[92]

Polis is the leading sponsor of the Student Non-Discrimination Act[image: External link] with Senator Al Franken ( D[image: External link]- MN[image: External link]), who introduced the act in the Senate. SNDA would establish a comprehensive federal non-discrimination prohibition in all public and elementary and secondary schools based on sexual orientation and gender identity, expanding Title IX[image: External link] of the Education Amendments Act to LGBT students.[93] In a statement, Polis said "education is the right of every student" regardless of their actual or perceived sexual orientation[image: External link] or gender identity[image: External link]. "The alarming increase in teen suicides has shown us just how far we are from making our children's schools safe spaces."[94] The SNDA has 167 co-sponsors in the House, with only two Republicans[image: External link] signing on.[95] SNDA is also supported by the ACLU[image: External link] and Change.org[image: External link].[96]

Polis voted for the repeal of Don't Ask, Don't Tell, which prohibited openly gay and lesbian members of the Military from serving.[97] Along with 67 members of the House, in a letter to President Obama, Polis urged for the repeal of Don't Ask, Don't Tell. In the letter it cited a California district judge's ruling of the unconstitutionality of DADT, and the 14,000 service members that have been discharged from the military[image: External link] since the passage of DADT.[98]

In a press release on the repeal of DADT Polis said: "The repeal of Don't Ask, Don't Tell is a victory for the cause of equality and our national defense. For too long, this wrongheaded policy prevented brave Americans from serving in our military and defending our country just because of who they love. It undermined our national security by forcing gays and lesbians out of the military service at a time when America needs the most talented and the bravest protecting us, regardless of their orientation."[99]

Polis is also a supporter and cosponsor of the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act[image: External link], giving adequate funding and ability to federal authorities to investigate hate crimes, and has advocated for protections against LGBT victims of domestic violence[image: External link] to be included in the Violence Against Women Act[image: External link].[100][101]

On the morning of September 18, 2014, Polis filed a discharge motion to bring the LGBT Employment Non-Discrimination Act to the floor of the House of Representatives for a proper vote. House Representatives Garamenedi, Holt, and Connolly joined Polis in support in filing the petition. The revised legislation includes narrow religious exemptions.[102]
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 Bitcoin




Polis vowed to protect Bitcoin[image: External link] in Congress and to fight against any attempts by the government to enact policies that restrict the growth of bitcoin and its burgeoning startup community.[103] In May 2014, Jared Polis became the first U.S. representative to accept campaign donations via Bitcoin.[104]
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 Energy




In 2014, Polis sponsored two ballot measures targeting hydraulic fracturing, Initiatives 88 and 89. Polis sought to move fracking from 500 feet from people's homes to 2,000 feet to improve the quality of life for homeowners in affected areas.From Time.com[image: External link] On 4 August 2014, Polis announced that he would withdraw his support for the two ballot measures.[105]
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 Campus Rape




In 2015, Representative Polis voiced support for Title IX Standards that require a campus disciplinary process around rape allegations. Representative Polis apologized in 2015 after stating “If there are 10 people who have been accused, and under a reasonable likelihood standard maybe one or two did it, it seems better to get rid of all 10 people,” Polis said. “We’re not talking about depriving them of life or liberty, we’re talking about them being transferred to another university, for crying out loud.”


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Kombucha




Polis has shown interest in the regulatory environment relating to kombucha[image: External link].[106][107][108]
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 Personal life




Polis is one of the few[image: External link] openly gay[image: External link] people elected to the House as a freshman[109] and the first gay parent in Congress.[110][111][112][113][114][115][116] Polis and his partner, Marlon Reis, have two children: son Caspian Julius, born on September 30, 2011, and daughter Cora Barucha, born July 4, 2014.

Polis enjoys video games such as League of Legends[image: External link], and his favorite champions include Maokai and Anivia.[117] He is a member of the Jewish faith[118][119] and resides in Boulder, Colorado.
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 Electoral history






	
U.S. House, 2nd District of Colorado[image: External link] (General Election)[120][121]





	Year
	Winning candidate
	Party
	Pct
	Opponent
	Party
	Pct
	Opponent
	Party
	Pct
	Opponent
	Party
	Pct



	2008[image: External link]
	Jared Polis
	Democratic[image: External link]
	62%
	Scott Starin
	Republican[image: External link]
	33%
	J. A. Calhoun
	Green[image: External link]
	2%
	
	
	



	2010[image: External link]
	Jared Polis
	Democratic
	57%
	Stephen Bailey
	Republican
	37%
	Jenna Goss
	Constitution[image: External link]
	2%
	
	
	



	2012[image: External link]
	Jared Polis
	Democratic
	55%
	Kevin Lundberg
	Republican
	38%
	Randy Luallin
	Libertarian
	3%
	Susan P. Hall
	Green[image: External link]
	2%



	2014[image: External link]
	Jared Polis
	Democratic
	56%
	George Leing
	Republican
	44%
	
	
	
	
	
	



	2016[image: External link]
	Jared Polis
	Democratic[image: External link]
	67.9%
	Nic Morse
	Republican[image: External link]
	37.2%
	Richard Longstreth
	Libertarian
	5.9%
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 See also





	List of Jewish members of the United States Congress[image: External link]

	List of LGBT members of the United States Congress[image: External link]
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Chuck Robb






"Charles Robb" redirects here. For the United States federal judge, see Charles Henry Robb[image: External link].

Charles Spittal "Chuck" Robb (born June 26, 1939) is an American[image: External link] politician and former officer in the United States Marine Corps[image: External link]. He served as the 64th[image: External link] Governor of Virginia[image: External link] from 1982 to 1986, and as a United States senator from 1989 until 2001. In 2004, he co-chaired the Iraq Intelligence Commission[image: External link].
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 Early life and education




Charles Robb was born in Phoenix[image: External link], Arizona, the son of Frances Howard (Woolley) and James Spittal Robb.[1][2] He grew up in the Mount Vernon[image: External link] area of Fairfax County[image: External link], Virginia. He attended Cornell University[image: External link] before earning a B.A.[image: External link] from the University of Wisconsin–Madison[image: External link] in 1961, where he was a member of the Chi Phi Fraternity[image: External link].

A United States Marine Corps[image: External link] veteran and honor graduate of Quantico[image: External link], Robb became a White House social aide.[3] It was there that he met and eventually married Lynda Johnson[image: External link], the daughter of then-U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson in a service celebrated by the Right Reverend Gerald Nicholas McAllister[image: External link]. Robb went on to serve a tour of duty in Vietnam, where he commanded a rifle company in combat, and was awarded the Bronze Star[image: External link].

After the war he earned a J.D. from the University of Virginia[image: External link] Law School[image: External link] in 1973, and clerked[image: External link] for John D. Butzner, Jr.[image: External link], a judge on the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. Afterwards he entered private practice with Williams & Connolly[image: External link].[4][5]
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 Political career
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 Lieutenant Governor and Governor




In 1977 Robb won election as a Democrat for the lieutenant governorship of Virginia[image: External link]. He served as lieutenant governor from 1978 to 1982 and as governor from 1982 to 1986. In the 1977 election, Robb was the only one of three Democrats running for statewide office to win that year, leaving him as the sole head of a political party that had not won a governor's race in a dozen years. Four years later in 1981, Robb led all three Democrats into office by appealing to conservatives who were disenchanted with his Republican opponent J. Marshall Coleman[image: External link]'s maverick style, winning 53.52% of the vote and defeating Coleman. Virginia Democrats again won all three statewide offices in 1985, which was viewed as an endorsement of Robb's leadership while in office. As a campaigner, Robb was capable but reserved. During a time when political communication styles were beginning to favor sound bites, Robb was known for speaking in paragraphs about complex policy issues. He was also noteworthy among his contemporaries for raising substantial sums of campaign funds.

Politically, Robb was a moderate, and known generally as being fiscally conservative, pro-national security, and progressive on social issues. As governor, he balanced the state budget without raising taxes, and dedicated an additional $1 billion for education. He appointed a record number of women and minorities to state positions, including the first African American to the state Supreme Court[image: External link]. He was the first Virginia governor in 25 years to use the death penalty. Robb was instrumental in creating the Super Tuesday primary that brought political power to the Southern states. He was also a co-founder in creating the Democratic Leadership Council. He was a strong vote-getter in Virginia in the 1980s and helped mold a more progressive Virginia Democratic Party than the one that had ruled the state for decades. He was considered a presidential or vice-presidential prospect for a time.
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 U.S. Senator




Robb later served as Democratic[image: External link] member of the US Senate[image: External link] from 1989 until 2001. Robb was elected in 1988, defeating Maurice Dawkins with 71% of the vote. Robb ranked annually as one of the most ideologically centrist senators and often acted as a bridge between Democratic and Republican[image: External link] members, as he preferred background deal-making to legislative limelight. His fellow Democrats removed him from the Budget Committee for advocating deeper cuts in federal spending.

In 1991, he was one of a handful of Democratic senators to support authorizing the use of force to expel Iraqi[image: External link] forces from Kuwait[image: External link]. The same year, he was one of seven Southern Democrats who voted to confirm the nomination of Clarence Thomas to the U.S. Supreme Court in a 52 to 48 vote, the narrowest margin of approval in more than a century. In 1992, he was chairman of the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee, and during his term, the DSCC raised record amounts of funding to elect seven new Democrats to the Senate. The Democratic victory included the election of four new female senators and the re-election of a fifth in what was called The Year of the Woman[image: External link].

Robb is more liberal on social issues. He voted for the Federal Assault Weapons Ban[6] and against the execution of minors.[citation needed[image: External link]] He was opposed to a constitutional amendment to ban flag burning[image: External link]. In 1993, he supported Bill Clinton's proposal to adopt the don't ask, don't tell policy on homosexuals in the armed forces. Three years later, Robb was the only senator from a Southern state to oppose the Defense of Marriage Act.[7] In stating his opposition to the bill, which his friends and supporters urged him to support, he said the following, "I feel very strongly that this legislation is wrong. Despite its name, the Defense of Marriage Act does not defend marriage against some imminent, crippling effect. Although we have made huge strides in the struggle against discrimination based on gender, race, and religion, it is more difficult to see beyond our differences regarding sexual orientation. The fact that our hearts don't speak in the same way is not cause or justification to discriminate."[8] Some have speculated that his position on gay rights, along with his positions on other hot-button issues like abortion, alienated the generally conservative voters of Virginia and contributed to his eventual defeat.[9]

Despite being outspent 4-1, Robb narrowly defeated former Iran-Contra[image: External link] figure Oliver North[image: External link] in 1994, a poor year nationally for Democrats. Senator John Warner[image: External link] refused to support North and instead backed third-party candidate and former Virginia Attorney General[image: External link] Marshall Coleman[image: External link], whom Robb had defeated in the 1981 gubernatorial contest. The 1994 Senate campaign was documented in the 1996 film A Perfect Candidate[image: External link] and Brett Morgen[image: External link]'s Ollie's Army (where Robb is seen being heckled on the campus of James Madison University[image: External link]). During the campaign, Robb won the endorsement of Reagan's Naval Secretary[image: External link] (and future U.S. senator from Virginia) Jim Webb[image: External link], and high-profile Republicans such as Elliot Richardson[image: External link], William Ruckelshaus[image: External link], and William Colby[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Following his re-election in 1994, Robb continued to promote fiscal responsibility and a strong national defense; he was the only Senate Democrat to vote for all items in the Republican Party's "Contract with America[image: External link]" when they reached the floor, including a Balanced Budget Amendment[image: External link] and a line item veto[image: External link]. He became the only senator to serve on all three national security committees: Armed Services, Foreign Relations, and Intelligence. After two terms in the Senate and 25 years in statewide politics, he was defeated in a close race in 2000 by his Republican opponent, George Allen[image: External link], who was also a former governor. Robb was the only Democratic incumbent senator to be defeated in that election.
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 Scandals and criticisms




In 1991, former Miss Virginia USA[image: External link] Tai Collins[image: External link] claimed to have had an affair with Robb seven years earlier, although her allegations were never corroborated and she offered no proof of the affair to reporters. Robb denied having an affair with her, merely admitting to sharing a bottle of champagne[image: External link] and receiving a massage from her in his hotel room on one occasion.[10] Soon after making the allegations, Collins earned an undisclosed amount for posing nude for Playboy[image: External link] magazine.[11] There were also rumors that during the time he was governor, Robb was present at parties in Virginia Beach where cocaine[image: External link] was used. These rumors were never proven, despite intense investigation by reporters and political operatives. He strongly denied this when the issue was raised during his 1988 campaign for the U.S. Senate. Robb so vehemently denied the cocaine allegation that he claimed to have never seen cocaine.[10][12]

In 1991, three of Robb's aides resigned after pleading guilty to misdemeanors related to an illegally recorded cell phone conversation of Virginia Governor (and possible 1994 Senate primary opponent) Doug Wilder[image: External link]. The scandal of the phone conversation morphed into a federal grand jury investigation when it was alleged that Robb's staff and Robb himself conspired to distribute the contents of a mobile phone call taped by an “electronics buff.” Robb and his staff claimed to be unaware of the fact that conversations on cell phones are protected by the same laws governing land lines. The grand jury concluded its eighteen-month investigation with a vote not to indict Robb. Relations between the Senator and Governor were described in the press as a "feud".[13][14][15]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Current life




Following his two terms in the Senate, Robb served on the Board of Visitors at the U.S. Naval Academy[image: External link], and began teaching at George Mason University School of Law[image: External link]. On February 6, 2004, Robb was appointed co-chair of the Iraq Intelligence Commission[image: External link], an independent panel tasked with investigating U.S. intelligence surrounding the United States[image: External link]' 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link] and Iraq's weapons of mass destruction[image: External link]. In 2006 he was appointed to serve on the U.S. President's Intelligence Advisory Board[image: External link]. He also served on the Iraq Study Group[image: External link] with former Secretary of State James A. Baker III[image: External link]. A New York Times article on October 9, 2006, credited Robb with being the only member of the group to venture outside the American controlled "Green Zone[image: External link]" on a recent trip to Baghdad. Robb has served since 2001 as a member of the Board of Trustees of the MITRE[image: External link] Corporation.[4] Robb serves as a co-leader of the National Security Project (NSP) at the Bipartisan Policy Center[image: External link].[16] He is also a former member of the Trilateral Commission[image: External link] and is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations[image: External link], for which he served on the Independent Task Force on Pakistan and Afghanistan.[4]
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 Personal life




He is married to Lynda Bird Johnson Robb[image: External link], daughter of former U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson. They have three daughters and three grandchildren and reside in McLean[image: External link], Virginia.[4]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	List of federal political sex scandals in the United States[image: External link]
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Tim Roemer






Timothy John "Tim" Roemer (born October 30, 1956) is an American[image: External link] political figure[image: External link] who served in the United States House of Representatives from 1991 to 2003 as a Democrat[image: External link] from Indiana's 3rd congressional district[image: External link]. Subsequently, he was the president of the Center for National Policy[image: External link] (CNP), a Washington, D.C[image: External link]-based national security[image: External link] think tank[image: External link]. He served as U.S. Ambassador to India[image: External link] from 2009 to 2011. Roemer currently serves on the advisory board of Washington, D.C. based non-profit America Abroad Media.[1]
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 Early life and education




Tim Roemer was born in 1956 in South Bend, Indiana[image: External link]. His grandfather, William F. Roemer, was a philosophy professor at the University of Notre Dame[image: External link]; and his grandmother was an elementary school teacher. Roemer's parents, James and Mary Ann Roemer also worked at Notre Dame as Dean of Students and Coordinator of Volunteer Activities, respectively. Roemer graduated from Penn High School[image: External link] in 1975 and worked at various jobs from the age of 14 to help pay for college.

Tim Roemer graduated from the University of California, San Diego with a B.A.[image: External link] degree[image: External link] in 1979. He earned his M.A.[image: External link] and Ph.D.[image: External link] from the University of Notre Dame[image: External link]; his 1985 dissertation[image: External link] was titled "The Senior Executive Service: Retirement and Public Personnel Policy."
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 Congress




Tim Roemer served on the staff of U.S. Representative John Brademas[image: External link] of Indiana[image: External link] (1978–1979) and U.S. Senator Dennis DeConcini[image: External link] of Arizona[image: External link] (1985–1989).

He won election to the House of Representatives as a Democrat in 1990[image: External link], serving in the Congress from 1991 to 2003 representing Indiana's 3rd congressional district[image: External link]. While in the House, Roemer served on the Intelligence[image: External link], Education and Workforce[image: External link], and Science[image: External link] committees[image: External link]. He did not run for reelection in 2002[image: External link].

Tim Roemer voted in favor of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade[image: External link] (GATT), the African Growth and Opportunity Act[image: External link], and the Caribbean Basin Initiative[image: External link]. He opposed the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), feeling it provided incentives for businesses to move out of the country (as may have happened in his district). Roemer voted against presidential fast-track trade promotion authority[image: External link], believing that the United States should have been stricter in its enforcement of existing agreements.

Much of Roemer's efforts during his congressional career were related to improving education[image: External link]. He was the principal author of the Ed-Flex bill, which encouraged states to seek innovative approaches to education. Roemer was the chief sponsor of the "Transition to Teaching" bill that helped address teacher shortages by recruiting and training professionals[image: External link] to become teachers[image: External link]. Roemer was also the lead sponsor of the five-year reauthorization of Higher Education Act[image: External link], which reduced interest rates[image: External link] on student loans[image: External link], increased Pell Grants[image: External link], increased funding for teacher training, and expanded aid to families.

Tim Roemer was a principal sponsor of the AmeriCorps national service[image: External link] program, and a co-author of a bill to expand Head Start[image: External link] services to provide childcare coverage for women moving from welfare to work. He co-wrote legislation on reauthorizing the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act[image: External link], and wrote an amendment to tax relief legislation for teacher certification of professionals in outside fields. He co-authored "School-to-Work" legislation to help non-college-bound high school students learn skills to prepare them for the workforce.

In his final term in Congress, Roemer was instrumental in passing the No Child Left Behind Act[image: External link] and pushed for full funding[image: External link] for the program.

Roemer was one of the first members of Congress[image: External link] to call for a Cabinet[image: External link]-level federal executive department to oversee national security[image: External link], and was an original sponsor of the legislation to create the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link]. Eventually he opposed the revisions proposed by the Bush administration, because of concerns about bureaucratic inefficiencies, and voted against the creation of DHS. Roemer advocated a "civilian reserve corps" to train more fluent speakers in foreign languages[image: External link] for the Intelligence Community[image: External link]. Roemer was an original sponsor of bioterrorism[image: External link] legislation and legislation aimed at creating the 9/11 Commission[image: External link], upon which he later served.
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 Post-House of Representatives




Tim Roemer was a member of the 9/11 Commission[image: External link]. He was a candidate for chair of the Democratic National Committee (gaining the support of Democratic leaders Nancy Pelosi[image: External link] and Harry Reid[image: External link]) but lost to Howard Dean, who had unsuccessfully sought the 2004 Democratic presidential nomination[image: External link].

Roemer was criticized as too conservative[image: External link] for the post, due to his pro-life[image: External link] stance on abortion[image: External link] and his oft-mentioned vote against the Clinton[image: External link] economic plan in 1993. Roemer is a moderate Democrat, voting more liberally on some foreign policy issues and conservatively on social issues.

Roemer endorsed Barack Obama in the 2008 Democratic presidential primaries[image: External link] and campaigned vigorously for him, particularly in his home state of Indiana, where he joined Lee H. Hamilton[image: External link] in support of Obama. Roemer's moderate, bipartisan politics, and national security experience led to speculation (from Chris Cillizza[image: External link] and Ben Smith[image: External link]) that Roemer was considered a possible vice presidential running mate[image: External link] for Obama.[2][3]

Roemer served as a distinguished scholar at the Mercatus Center[image: External link] at George Mason University[image: External link]. He was a partner at Johnston and Associates, a public and legislative affairs consultancy[image: External link], before he became president of the Center for National Policy.

Roemer served on the Commission on the Prevention of Weapons of Mass Destruction Proliferation and Terrorism, a bipartisan commission created by Congress in 2007 as an outgrowth of the reforms put forth by the 9/11 Commission to examine how the United States can best address this threat to national security.

In addition, Roemer served on the Washington Institute for Near East Policy’s Presidential Task force on Combating the Ideology of Radical Extremism, and the National Parks Second Century Commission.
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 Diplomatic career




He was nominated by President Barack Obama as the 21st U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of India[image: External link] on May 27, 2009. His nomination was confirmed by the U.S. Senate on July 10, 2009, he was sworn in on July 23, 2009 in the State Department's ceremonial Benjamin Franklin Treaty Room[image: External link] and he presented his credentials to Indian President[image: External link] Pratibha Patil[image: External link] on August 11, 2009.[4][5][6]

During his tenure as Ambassador, several policies and initiatives were announced. President Obama stated during his visit to India in November, 2010 that the U.S. would support India as a permanent member to a reformed United Nations Security Council.[7] The United States also removed India’s defense and space-related entities from the U.S. “Entity List,” opening the door for increased cooperation, technology transfer, and commercial sales in the defense and space industries.[8] The United States agreed to set up a Global Disease Detection Center.[9] and will work with India on its new Global Center for Nuclear Energy Partnership.[10] The United States and India will partner globally to support food security in Africa and reconstruction in Afghanistan.

On July 23, 2010, Ambassador Roemer and Indian Home Affairs Secretary G.K. Pillai signed the Counterterrorism Cooperation Initiative.[11] This agreement expands cooperation in several areas such as transportation security, border security, money laundering and terrorist financing, and megacity policing. The U.S. government also agreed to give the Government of India access to David Headley, one of the planners of the 26/11 terrorist attacks in Mumbai.[12]

Ambassador Roemer presided over several high level visits including visits by Treasury Secretary Tim Geithner, Commerce Secretary Gary Locke, and Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano. The first annual strategic dialogue meeting between the United States and India was held in June 2010 in Washington D.C.[13] with the second scheduled for July 2011 in New Delhi.

During his two-year tenure, India moved up to be the 12th leading trade partner of the United States. In 2010, exports in goods from the United States to India were up 17 percent and two-way trade in goods increased 30 percent. During President Obama’s visit to India, the United States announced 20 deals totaling $10 billion in U.S. exports that will lead to more than 50,000 jobs in America.[14] During his tenure, the United States also pushed to make the G-20 the premier international economic body [15] and reformed the IMF to give India greater representation.[16]

Ambassador Roemer travelled throughout India during his two years, visiting 17 states. He was the first Ambassador in over 10 years to visit Jammu and Kashmir, including a September 20, 2010 visit to the city of Leh to bring relief supplies to 400 rural families affected by a recent flash flood.[17]

In May, 2011, Roemer received the Distinguished Alumnus Award from the University of Notre Dame and gave the commencement address to The Graduate School.[18]

On April 26, 2011, he announced his resignation as Ambassador and returned to the U.S.[19] A press release from the U.S. embassy in India stated ambassador Roemer leaving by June citing family reasons.[20] Indian politician Shashi Tharoor[image: External link] wrote that Roemer resigned the post following India's decision to reject two American aircraft manufacturing tenders worth US$10 billion[image: External link].[21]
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 Personal life




Tim Roemer married Sally Johnston in 1989. They have four children: Patrick Hunter Roemer, Matthew Bennett Roemer, Sarah Kathryn Roemer, and Grace Elizabeth Roemer. Roemer is the son-in-law of Bennett Johnston Jr.[image: External link], Democrat who served as a U.S. Senator from Louisiana[image: External link] from 1972 to 1997.

The Roemers are Roman Catholic[image: External link] and when in Washington attend St. Thomas à Becket Catholic Church in Reston, Virginia[image: External link].
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Paul Tsongas






Paul Efthemios Tsongas (/'saNGges /[image: External link]; February 14, 1941 – January 18, 1997) was an American politician and a United States Senator from Massachusetts[image: External link] from 1979 to 1985, who had served as a U.S. Representative from Massachusetts's 5th congressional district[image: External link] (1975–1979) and in local political office. He won seven states as a candidate in the 1992 Democratic[image: External link] presidential primaries[image: External link], losing the nomination to Bill Clinton.
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 Early life




Tsongas was born in Lowell, Massachusetts[image: External link], along with a twin sister, Thaleia, to a once working-class family who came to own a very successful dry cleaning business in Lowell.[1] His father, Efthemios George Tsongas, was a Greek[image: External link] immigrant, and his mother, Katina (née Pappas; originally Panagiotopoulos), was of Greek descent.[2]

Tsongas attended Dartmouth College[image: External link], graduating in 1962 with an A.B. in economics, then Yale Law School and the Kennedy School of Government[image: External link] at Harvard University[image: External link] before settling in Lowell, Massachusetts[image: External link].

He served as a Peace Corps[image: External link] volunteer in Ethiopia[image: External link] from 1962–1964, and as Peace Corps Country Director in the West Indies[image: External link] from 1967–1968.

In 1967 Tsongas, working as an aide to Congressman F. Bradford Morse[image: External link], met Niki Sauvage[image: External link], who was spending the summer in Arlington, Virginia. They were married in 1969, and had three daughters: Ashley, Katina, and Molly. Niki Tsongas is currently a U.S. Representative from Massachusetts.

When Tsongas ran for office, out of concern that people would mispronounce his last name, there were bumper stickers saying "Tsenator Tsongas".
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 Political career




Tsongas first entered politics as a city councillor[image: External link], elected to the Lowell City Council in 1969 where he served two consecutive terms. Tsongas went on to serve as a county commissioner of Middlesex County[image: External link], Massachusetts. In 1974 he ran for United States House of Representatives from a district anchored by Lowell. The district had elected only three Democrats in its entire existence and had been in Republican hands continuously since 1895. However, in the massive Democratic wave of the post-Watergate election of 1974, he defeated freshman Republican Paul W. Cronin[image: External link] by a 21-point margin. He was reelected in 1976, becoming the first Democrat to hold the district for more than one term. Increasingly popular and well-liked in Massachusetts, in 1978 he ran for and was elected to the Senate, defeating incumbent Republican Edward Brooke[image: External link] by a 10-point margin.

In 1983, he was diagnosed with non-Hodgkins lymphoma[image: External link][3] and in 1984 announced his retirement from the Senate. His seat went to fellow Democrat, 2004 presidential nominee and United States Secretary of State John Kerry. After undergoing a bone marrow transplant to treat the disease in 1986 and receiving a clean bill of health from doctors in 1991,[4] he returned to politics, running for his party's nomination for President in 1992[image: External link]. Until the 1992 campaign, Tsongas had never lost an election. He was the first former Peace Corps volunteer elected to the U.S. Senate (1978). (In 1974, he and Christopher Dodd[image: External link] were the first elected to the U.S. House of Representatives.)
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 Political positions




Tsongas was generally viewed as a social liberal and an economic moderate. He was especially known for his efforts in Congress in support of historic preservation and environmental conservation on one hand, and for his pro-business economic policies on the other.[citation needed[image: External link]]

He played a major role while in the House in the creation of Lowell National Historical Park[image: External link], as well as in the establishment or expansion of a number of other National Park System[image: External link] areas.

He played an equally key role later in the Senate, working closely with then Interior Secretary Cecil Andrus[image: External link], in successful passage of the massive Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act of 1980[image: External link], which had been hopelessly deadlocked in the Senate since its original passed by the House in 1978.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Relative to business and economic matters, Tsongas focused in particular on the Federal budget deficit[image: External link], a cause he continued to champion even after his presidential primary campaign ended, by co-founding the Concord Coalition[image: External link].

Tsongas was criticized on occasion by opponents as a Reaganomics[image: External link]-style politician, and as being closer to Republicans with regard to such issues. The Boston Herald[image: External link] editorialized that his political philosophy had "far more in common" with 1990s-era Republican[image: External link] Mitt Romney (who crossed over to vote for Tsongas in the 1992 primaries[image: External link]) than with traditional Massachusetts Democrats like Ted Kennedy.[5] In the mid-1980s, he shocked many of the members of the Americans for Democratic Action[image: External link] by telling them that they should focus more on economic growth than wealth redistribution.

He once quipped, "If anyone thinks the words government and efficiency belong in the same sentence, we have counselling available."[6]
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 Presidential campaign




Main article: Democratic Party (United States) presidential primaries, 1992[image: External link]
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 Primaries




The Tsongas campaign was banking heavily on early success in New Hampshire. Like many of the candidates, Tsongas ignored the 1992 contest in Iowa[image: External link], which was expected to go overwhelmingly to Iowa's Senator Tom Harkin. Tsongas hoped that his New England[image: External link] independence and fiscal conservatism from neighboring Massachusetts would appeal to New Hampshirites. He achieved recognition for the bluntness and clarity of his plan, distributing a short book titled A Call to Economic Arms,[7] which focused on such issues as the growing federal deficit. When asked why he did not have a tax cut plan like the other candidates, Tsongas famously answered, "I'm not trying to play Santa Claus."[8]

During the early weeks of 1992, things seemed to be going Tsongas's way when one of the potential major candidates, Bill Clinton, stumbled over issues involving marital infidelity[image: External link] and avoidance of the military draft[image: External link] during Vietnam[image: External link]. While Clinton was hurt by these issues, the damage seemed to bottom out several weeks before the New Hampshire primary. While Tsongas was the actual winner in terms of votes received and delegates won, Clinton advisor James Carville tagged Clinton with the label "the Comeback Kid" and claimed that Clinton's campaign was back on track. While ostensibly the front-runner[image: External link], Tsongas was already considered by many to be behind Clinton after just one primary.

Following the New Hampshire primary[image: External link], Tsongas was unable to match Clinton's fundraising[image: External link]. Clinton later went on to win most of the Super Tuesday primaries. Tsongas did go on to win delegate contests in Delaware[image: External link], Maryland[image: External link], Arizona[image: External link], Washington[image: External link], Utah[image: External link], and Massachusetts[image: External link], but his campaign never recovered from Clinton's comeback; Clinton won the primaries of most of the more populous and delegate-rich states.
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 Convention




Eventually, Tsongas pulled out of the race on 19 March 1992, and endorsed Clinton. [9][10] However, a number of the Tsongas delegates continued to support the former Senator, and voted for Tsongas at the Convention. The roll call yielded 289 votes for Tsongas, placing him in 3rd place behind Clinton and then-former California[image: External link] Governor[image: External link], Jerry Brown.
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 Post-senate career




In late 1994, Tsongas briefly led an effort to establish a third party, to be led by someone with "national authority", suggesting General Colin Powell[image: External link] for that role.[11] By that time, he was considered "the most popular political figure in Massachusetts."[5]

A few years later, his cancer (non-Hodgkins lymphoma) returned. He died of pneumonia[image: External link] and liver failure[image: External link] on January 18, 1997, at age 55. He is buried at Lowell Cemetery[image: External link] on Knapp Street; his plot is set on Woodbine Path, overlooking the Concord River[image: External link].[12] His death in 1997 came two days before the end of the presidential term he campaigned for in 1992.

On January 27, 1998, the Tsongas Arena[image: External link] in Lowell[image: External link] was dedicated in his honor.[13]

In a special election[image: External link] held on October 16, 2007, his widow Niki[image: External link] won the Massachusetts Congressional seat[image: External link] that Tsongas once held.[14]

Preservation Massachusetts, a statewide nonprofit focused on preserving Massachusetts history, has an annual Paul Tsongas Award to honor restoration workers in the state.[15]
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 Electoral history




Massachusetts 5th district, 1974[16]


	Paul Tsongas (D) - 99,518 (60.64%)

	
Paul W. Cronin[image: External link] (R) (inc.) - 64,596 (39.36%)



Massachusetts 5th district, 1976[17]


	Paul Tsongas (D) (inc.) - 144,217 (67.31%)

	
Roger P. Durkin (D) - 70,036 (32.69%)



Democratic primary for the United States Senate from Massachusetts, 1978[18]


	Paul Tsongas - 296,915 (35.55%)

	
Paul Guzzi[image: External link] - 258,960 (31.01%)

	
Kathleen Alioto - 161,036 (19.28%)

	
Howard Phillips[image: External link] - 65,397 (7.83%)

	
Elaine Noble[image: External link] - 52,464 (6.28%)

	Others - 379 (0.05%)



Massachusetts United States Senate election, 1978[image: External link][19]


	Paul Tsongas (D) - 1,093,283 (55.06%)

	
Edward Brooke[image: External link] (R) (inc.) - 890,584 (44.85%)

	Others - 1,833 (0.09%)



United States presidential election, 1992[image: External link] (Democratic primaries)


	
Bill Clinton - 10,482,411 (52.01%)

	
Jerry Brown - 4,071,232 (20.20%)

	Paul Tsongas - 3,656,010 (18.14%)

	Unpledged - 750,873 (3.73%)

	
Bob Kerrey - 318,457 (1.58%)

	
Tom Harkin - 280,304 (1.39%)

	
Lyndon LaRouche - 154,599 (0.77%)

	
Eugene McCarthy - 108,678 (0.54%)

	
Charles Woods - 88,948 (0.44%)

	
Larry Agran - 58,611 (0.29%)

	
Ross Perot (write-in) - 54,755 (0.27%)

	
Ralph Nader (write-in) - 35,935 (0.18%)

	
Louis J. Stokes[image: External link] - 29,983 (0.15%)
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	Democratic Party (United States) presidential primaries, 1992[image: External link]

	Atari Democrat[image: External link]
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Allyson Schwartz






Allyson Young Schwartz (born October 3, 1948) is a former member of the United States House of Representatives for Pennsylvania's 13th congressional district[image: External link], serving from 2005-2015. She is a member of the Democratic Party[image: External link]. The district included parts of Montgomery County[image: External link] and Northeast Philadelphia[image: External link]. She was also National Chair for Recruitment and Candidate Services for the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee. In the 2014 election[image: External link], Schwartz was a candidate for the Democratic nomination for Governor of Pennsylvania[image: External link], but was defeated in the primary.
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 Early life, education, and health care career




Schwartz was born Allyson Young in Queens[image: External link], New York, to Everett and Renee (née Perl) Young. Her mother left Vienna[image: External link] in 1938 after Germany[image: External link] annexed Austria[image: External link], and came to the United States[image: External link], where she settled at a Jewish[image: External link] foster home[image: External link] in Philadelphia[image: External link]. Her father was a dentist[image: External link] in Flushing, Queens[image: External link], and a veteran of the Korean War[image: External link]. She has a brother, Neal, and two sisters, Nancy and Dale.[2] Schwartz graduated from the Calhoun School[image: External link], on the Upper West Side[image: External link] of New York City[image: External link], in 1966 and then enrolled at Simmons College[image: External link] in Boston[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link]. She earned a Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] degree in Sociology from Simmons in 1970, as well as a Master of Social Work[image: External link] degree from Bryn Mawr College[image: External link] in 1972.

She worked as assistant director of the Philadelphia Health Services Department from 1972 to 1975, and executive director of the Elizabeth Blackwell Center, a reproductive health clinic in Philadelphia, from 1975 to 1988.
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 Pennsylvania Senate
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 Elections




In 1990, Schwartz ran for Pennsylvania's 4th senate seat, based in Northwest and Northeast Philadelphia[image: External link]. She won the Democratic primary with 50% of the vote, defeating Jeff Blum (28%) and Robert Blasi (22%).[3] In the general election, Schwartz defeated incumbent Republican[image: External link] State Senator Joe Rocks[image: External link] 58%-42%.[4]

Redistricting pushed Schwartz's seat into Montgomery County. In 1994, she won re-election to a second term by defeating Republican Tom Scott 82%-18%.[5] In 1998, she won re-election to a third term unopposed.[6] In 2002[image: External link], she won re-election to a fourth term defeating Republican Ron Holt, the Montgomery County Register of Wills, 82%-18%.[7]
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 Tenure




During her first term, Schwartz was instrumental in Pennsylvania’s legislative efforts to provide health care coverage to the children of middle-class families, leading to the creation of the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) in 1992. CHIP served as the model for the federal plan that now provides health insurance to millions of children.[8]

In a 2002 PoliticsPA[image: External link] feature story designating politicians with yearbook superlatives, she was named the "Best Dressed," to which she responded "I appreciate the honor...it must be the scarves."[9]
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 Committee assignments





	Education (Ranking Member)[10][11]


	Insurance[12]
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 2000 U.S. Senate election




See also: United States Senate election in Pennsylvania, 2000[image: External link]


In 2000[image: External link], she decided to challenge Republican[image: External link] U.S. Senator Rick Santorum[image: External link]. Pittsburgh[image: External link]-area U.S. Congressman Ron Klink[image: External link] won the crowded, six-candidate Democratic primary with a plurality of 41% of the vote. Schwartz ranked second with 27% of the vote, dominating the southeastern part of the state, most notably Philadelphia (60%) and Montgomery (62%) counties. She also won two counties outside of the region: Centre (33%) and Union (38%). However, this was not enough to overcome Klink's dominance in the western part of the state.[13]
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 U.S. House of Representatives
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 Elections





	2004



In 2003, Democratic U.S. Congressman Joe Hoeffel[image: External link], of Pennsylvania's 13th congressional district[image: External link], decided not to run for a fourth term, in order to challenge Republican U.S. Senator Arlen Specter. Schwartz had originally planned to run for Auditor General[image: External link], but changed her plans after Hoeffel's announcement. In early 2004, she moved from Philadelphia to Jenkintown[image: External link] in Montgomery County, where she still lives today. She won the Democratic primary, narrowly defeating former Philadelphia[image: External link] deputy mayor and National Constitution Center[image: External link] director Joe Torsella[image: External link] 52%-48%. She won 62% of Montgomery while Torsella won 57% of Philadelphia.[14] While most former state legislators raise comparatively more money through PACs[image: External link] than individual donations, she raised $4,597,032[15] from individual donations and comparatively little ($558,376) in PAC donations. The 13th had long been reckoned as a classic Northeastern "Yankee Republican" district, but had become increasingly Democratic in recent years. A Republican presidential candidate hasn't carried it since 1988, and it has been in Democratic hands for all but four years since 1993. In the general election, she defeated Republican Melissa Brown[image: External link] 56%-41%, winning both counties.[16]


	2006



See also: United States House of Representatives elections in Pennsylvania, 2006 § 13th Congressional district[image: External link]


Schwartz won re-election to a second term, defeating Raj Bhakta[image: External link], a contestant on the The Apprentice 2[image: External link], 66%-34%.[17]


	2008



See also: United States House of Representatives elections in Pennsylvania, 2008 § District 13[image: External link]


Schwartz won re-election to a third term, defeating Republican attorney Marina Kats[image: External link], 63%-35%.[18]


	2010



See also: United States House of Representatives elections in Pennsylvania, 2010 § District 13[image: External link]


Schwartz won re-election to a fourth term, defeating businessman Dee Adcock[image: External link] 56%-44%. Her 12-point margin was the smallest in her congressional career.[19]


	2012



See also: United States House of Representatives elections in Pennsylvania, 2012 § District 13[image: External link]


After redistricting, Schwartz's district was given a heavier Democratic tilt, with 52% of the district based in Philadelphia county[image: External link]. She won re-election to a fifth term, defeating Republican Joe Rooney 69%-31%.[20][21]
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 Tenure




Schwartz was a member of the New Democrat Coalition and was the chair of the New Democrat Coalition Taskforce on Health. In this position, she had actively pushed for the greater use of interoperable and secure electronic prescribing[image: External link] systems throughout the country in an attempt to decrease medical errors as well as costs and liability to providers, health systems and patients. In January 2014, Schwartz resigned from the taskforce chairmanship in the New Democratic Coalition.

Schwartz was the first Democratic member of the House of Representatives to call for Rep. Anthony Weiner[image: External link] to resign following his photo scandal[image: External link].[22]

Representative Schwartz voted against the Amash amendment to limit NSA surveillance activities.


	Abortion



Schwartz is pro-choice, and in 2011 received a 100% rating from NARAL[image: External link].[23] She voted twice against Republican-led efforts to defund Planned Parenthood, and supported legislation requiring hospitals to provide emergency abortion care to women who could die without it.


	Health care



Schwartz is known as one of the leading health care experts in government.[24] She authored several key provisions of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link], including increasing access to primary care, banning pre-existing conditions exclusions and allowing young adults to remain on their parent’s health coverage.[2][24]


	Veterans



The first piece of legislation Schwartz introduced after being elected to Congress focused on providing tax credits to businesses that hire unemployed veterans. The bill was signed into law in 2007. In 2011, Schwartz introduced the Hiring Our Veterans Act, which was signed into law by President Obama in November of that year.[25] The Hiring Our Veterans Act increased the tax credit for employers that hire veterans with a service connected disability who have been unemployed for six months or more, veterans who have been unemployed for at least four weeks, and veterans, not necessarily with disability, who have been unemployed for at least six months.

In 2012, Schwartz introduced the Servicemembers' Access to Justice Act to improve the enforcement of Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act of 1994.[26] Schwartz was backed by Senator Bob Casey, who introduced this legislation in the Senate on May 23, 2012 (Schwartz, 2012).
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 Committee assignments





	Committee on Ways and Means[image: External link]



Prior to 2013 she was also a member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs[image: External link], and prior to 2014 she was the Vice-Ranking Member of the Committee on the Budget[image: External link].
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 2014 gubernatorial election




Main article: Pennsylvania gubernatorial election, 2014[image: External link]


Schwartz announced her intention to give up her House seat to challenge incumbent Republican Pennsylvania Governor Tom Corbett[image: External link], who was up for re-election in 2014.[27] On April 8, 2013, Schwartz officially launched her campaign.[28] In February 2013, Schwartz stated that she would not run for re-election for the United States House of Representatives.[29] Ultimately, she was defeated by Tom Wolf[image: External link] in the Democratic primary.[30]
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 Personal life




Schwartz is married to Dr. David Schwartz, a cardiologist, and they live in Jenkintown[image: External link], Pennsylvania[image: External link]. They have two adult sons, Daniel and Jordan.[2]
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Adam Smith (politician)






For other people named Adam Smith, see Adam Smith (disambiguation)[image: External link].



	Adam Smith



	



	Member of the U.S. House of Representatives

from Washington[image: External link]'s 9th[image: External link] district



	
Incumbent[image: External link]





	
Assumed office

January 3, 1997



	Preceded by
	Randy Tate[image: External link]



	Member of the Washington Senate[image: External link]

from the 33rd[image: External link] district



	
In office

January 3, 1991 – January 3, 1997



	Preceded by
	Eleanor Lee



	Succeeded by
	Julia Patterson[image: External link]



	Personal details



	Born
	
David Adam Smith

June 15, 1965 (age 51)

Washington, D.C.[image: External link], U.S.[image: External link]




	Nationality
	American



	Political party
	Democratic[image: External link]



	Spouse(s)
	Sara Smith



	Children
	2



	Education
	
Western Washington University[image: External link]

Fordham University[image: External link] ( BA[image: External link])

University of Washington, Seattle[image: External link] (JD)




	Website
	House website[image: External link]




David Adam Smith (born June 15, 1965) is an American[image: External link] politician. A Democrat[image: External link], he has served as a member of the United States House of Representatives since 1997, representing Washington's 9th congressional district[image: External link].



TOP
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Born in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and raised in the Sea-Tac[image: External link] area of Washington[image: External link] State, Smith was adopted as an infant by Lelia June (née Grant) and his maternal uncle Ben Martin Smith III.[1][2] He attended Bow Lake Elementary and Chinook Middle School, before graduating from Tyee High School[image: External link] in 1983. While in high school Smith participated in the Close Up Washington[image: External link] civic education program. His father, who worked for United Airlines[image: External link] as a ramp serviceman and was active in the Machinists' Union[image: External link], died when Smith was 19.[3]



	Part of a series on



	New Democrats



	

Ideology




	Centrism[image: External link]

	Clintonism

	Cultural liberalism

	Radical centrism

	Social liberalism

	Third Way













	

People




	Bruce Babbitt

	Evan Bayh

	John Carney

	Tom Carper

	Lawton Chiles

	Bill Clinton

	Hillary Clinton

	Gerry Connolly

	Jim Davis

	Susan Davis[image: External link]

	Cal Dooley

	John Edwards

	Harold Ford Jr.

	Al From

	Dick Gephardt

	Al Gore

	Bob Graham[image: External link]

	Jim Himes[image: External link]

	John Kerry

	Ron Kind

	Mary Landrieu

	Rick Larsen

	Joe Lieberman

	Blanche Lincoln[image: External link]

	Will Marshall

	Jim Moran

	Sam Nunn

	Barack Obama

	Jared Polis

	Chuck Robb

	Timothy J. Roemer

	Paul Tsongas

	Allyson Schwartz

	Adam Smith













	

Organizations




	Coalition for a Democratic Majority

	Democratic Leadership Council

	Moderate Dems Working Group

	New Democrat Coalition

	New Democrat Network

	Progressive Policy Institute

	Senate Centrist Coalition

	Third Way













	



	


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]










Smith attended Western Washington University[image: External link] in Bellingham[image: External link] for a year, later graduating from Fordham University[image: External link] in 1987 with a bachelor's degree in political science[image: External link]. He completed a Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree at the University of Washington[image: External link] in 1990. He worked his way through college by loading trucks for United Parcel Service[image: External link]. After law school, Smith worked as a private practice attorney with Cromwell, Mendoza & Belur. From 1993 to 1995, he served as a prosecutor[image: External link] for the city of Seattle[image: External link]. In 1996, he worked temporarily as a pro tem judge.

In 1993, Adam married Spokane native, Sara Bickle-Eldridge, a graduate of the University of Washington and Seattle University School of Law. Their daughter, Kendall, was born in July 2000, followed by their son, Jack, in June 2003.
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Smith served in the Washington State Senate[image: External link] from 1991 to 1997. He was just twenty-five years old at the time of his election in 1990, defeating a 13-year incumbent Republican[image: External link], Eleanor Lee, to become the youngest State Senator[image: External link] in the country. Smith won his seat in the U.S. House of Representatives in 1996 by defeating another incumbent Republican, religious conservative Randy Tate[image: External link]. Smith hasn't faced serious opposition since, and turned what was originally drawn as a "fair fight" district into a fairly safe Democratic seat.

Smith's district was significantly redrawn after the 2010 census. It absorbed much of southeast Seattle, as well as most of the Eastside[image: External link]. As a result, it became the state's first with a majority of residents who are racial or ethnic minorities.[4] It is also the second-most Democratic district in the state; only the neighboring 7th district[image: External link], which covers the rest of Seattle, is more Democratic. For the 2012 election, Smith moved from his longtime home in Tacoma[image: External link] to Bellevue[image: External link].

He has been a leader in moderate[image: External link], "New Democrats" organizations. He serves as the chair of the political action committee[image: External link] of the New Democrat Coalition.

On October 10, 2002, Smith was among the 81 Democratic members of the House voting in favor of authorizing the invasion of Iraq[image: External link].[5] In March 2012, Smith said that US troops had done “amazing work” in Afghanistan and that it was “time to bring the troops home.”[6]

In 2006, Smith won his sixth term in Congress. His opponent was Republican Steve Cofchin. Smith won 65.7% of the vote to Cofchin's 34.3%.[7]

In April 2007, Smith threw his support behind Senator Barack Obama for the 2008 Presidential Election[image: External link].[8] He has also appeared on Hardball with Chris Matthews[image: External link] speaking for Obama. In the same year he also appeared on the Colbert Report, in the show's 434 part series known as "Better Know A District".

Smith voted against the Protect America Act of 2007[image: External link], which has been criticized for violating American citizens' civil liberties by allowing for wiretapping without issued warrants.[9] However, Smith voted in favor of the 2001 Patriot Act[image: External link] and in favor of extending the “Bush administration's warrantless wiretapping program.”[10]

In 2008, Smith won a seventh term in the House by defeating James Postma, a 74-year-old retired engineer running on a pro-nuclear power platform, with 65% of the vote.[11]

On December 16, 2010, Smith defeated Silvestre Reyes[image: External link] and Loretta Sanchez[image: External link] to become the Ranking Member of the House Armed Services Committee[image: External link] after Chairman Ike Skelton[image: External link] was defeated for re-election. In the first round, Sanchez and Smith earned 64 votes with Reyes earning 53. In the runoff, Smith defeated Sanchez by 11 votes.[12]

In 2011, recognized for his work in fighting global poverty, Smith became only the second member of Congress selected to the Borgen Project's Board of Directors.[13] In the same year, Smith argued against cuts that could “jeopardize our national security” which could leave the US “more vulnerable to nuclear terrorism.”[14]

In 2001, Congress passed the Authorization for Use of Military Force (AUMF),[15] which gave the President authority to use “all necessary and appropriate force” against those who committed and aided the 9/11 attacks. While this power has been rarely used to detain persons in the United States, Smith introduced a bill to ensure that any individual detained on U.S. soil under the AUMF has access to due process and the federal court system.[16] The bill also prohibits military commissions and indefinite detention for individuals detained in the United States and affirms that any trial proceedings “shall have all the due process as provided for under the Constitution.”

Smith co-sponsored, with Republican congressman Mac Thornberry[image: External link], an amendment to the fiscal 2013 defense spending bill reversing previous bans on disseminating Defense and State Department propaganda in the United States, reversing the Smith-Mundt Act of 1948 and the Foreign Relations Authorization Act of 1987, designed to protect U.S. audiences from government misinformation campaigns.[17] The bill passed on May 18, 2012 with 299 to 120.[18]
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	Smith voted to approve the invasion of Iraq[image: External link].[19]


	Smith voted to approve the controversial Cyber Intelligence Sharing and Protection Act[image: External link] (CISPA)[20]


	Smith voted against an amendment that would restrict the National Security Agency[image: External link] from collecting phone records of Americans suspected of no crimes without a warrant[21]
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 Committee assignments





	
Committee on Armed Services[image: External link] (Ranking Member)

	As the ranking member on the committee, Smith may serve as an ex officio member of all subcommitees.
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 Caucus memberships





	21st Century Healthcare Caucus

	European Union Caucus

	Goods Movement Caucus

	Intellectual Property Caucus (Co-Chair)

	International Conservation Caucus[image: External link]

	Waterways Caucus

	Congressional Arts Caucus
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	Washington United States House elections, 2006[image: External link]
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Coalition for a Democratic Majority






The Coalition for a Democratic Majority (CDM) was a centrist faction, active in the 1970s within the Democratic Party[image: External link] of the United States[image: External link].

The CDM was formed in December 1972, after the landslide victory of Republican[image: External link] Richard Nixon over Democrat George McGovern in the 1972 presidential election[image: External link],[1] by inspiration from Henry M. Jackson,[2][3] junior United States Senator from Washington[image: External link]. Jackson was a Cold War liberal[image: External link], an anti-Communist[image: External link], a supporter of high military spending and a hard line against the Soviet Union[image: External link], especially on human rights[image: External link]' issues, but also a strong supporter of the welfare state[image: External link], social programs[image: External link] and labor unions[image: External link].[4] Despite the CDM's substantial membership and support, Jackson, who had run also in 1972[image: External link], came fifth in 1976 Democratic presidential primaries[image: External link] (during which he came first in Massachusetts[image: External link] and his home state, and second in Florida[image: External link] and Pennsylvania[image: External link]) and failed to win the Democratic nomination, which went to Jimmy Carter[image: External link].

The CDM received great support from the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations[image: External link] (AFL–CIO) and, as later groups (as the Democratic Leadership Council and the New Democrat Network), argued that, in order to win, the Democrats should return to a more centrist, big tent[image: External link] stance.[5] The CDM's manifesto was indeed titled "Come Home, Democrats" and declared that "The "New Politics" has failed".[6] The CDM also attracted members from the Social Democrats, USA[image: External link] (SDUSA), the moderate wing of the Socialist Party of America[image: External link] (SPA),[7][8][9] and, chiefly, the SPA's youth wing, the Young People's Socialist League[image: External link] (YPSL).[10][11][12]

Leading CDM members included Les Aspin, Daniel Bell[image: External link], Lloyd Bentsen, Peter Berger[image: External link], David Boren, Midge Decter[image: External link], Tom Foley[image: External link], Nathan Glazer[image: External link], Ernest Hollings[image: External link], Hubert Humphrey, Samuel Huntington[image: External link], Daniel Inouye[image: External link], Max Kampelman[image: External link], Jeane Kirkpatrick[image: External link], Charles Krauthammer[image: External link], Irving Kristol[image: External link], Seymour Martin Lipset[image: External link], Daniel Patrick Moynihan[image: External link], Joshua Muravchik[image: External link], Michael Novak[image: External link], Sam Nunn, Richard Perle[image: External link], Richard Pipes[image: External link], Norman Podhoretz[image: External link], Bill Richardson, Chuck Robb, Eugene Rostow[image: External link], Ben Wattenberg[image: External link], Paul Wolfowitz[image: External link], James Woolsey[image: External link] and Jim Wright[image: External link].[13][14][15][16] Many of these were later associated with neoconservatism[image: External link].[17] Some, including Aspin, Bentsen, Nunn, Richardson, Robb and Woolsey, participated in the Democratic Leadership Council and/or Bill Clinton's administration, while several others, including Kirkpatrick, Krauthammer, Kristol, Muravchik, Novak, Perle, Pipes, Podhoretz and Wolfowitz, eventually became Republicans and/or served under Ronald Reagan, George H. W. Bush and George W. Bush.
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Democratic Leadership Council






The Democratic Leadership Council (DLC) was a non-profit 501(c)(4)[image: External link] corporation[1] founded in 1985 that, upon its formation, argued the United States Democratic Party[image: External link] should shift away from the leftward turn it took in the late 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s. One of its main purposes was to win back white middle class voters with ideas that addressed their concerns.[2] The DLC hailed President Bill Clinton as proof of the viability of Third Way politicians and as a DLC success story.

The DLC's affiliated think tank[image: External link] is the Progressive Policy Institute. Democrats who adhere to the DLC's philosophy often call themselves New Democrats. This term is also used by other groups who have similar views on where the party should go in the future, like NDN[3] and Third Way.[4]

On February 7, 2011, Politico[image: External link] reported that the DLC would dissolve, and would do so as early as the following week.[5] On July 5 of that year, DLC founder Al From announced in a statement on the organization's website that the historical records of the DLC have been purchased by the Clinton Foundation.[6] The DLC's last chairman was former Representative Harold Ford[image: External link] of Tennessee[image: External link], and its vice chair was Senator Thomas R. Carper[image: External link] of Delaware[image: External link]. Its CEO was Bruce Reed[image: External link].
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 Founding and early history




The DLC was founded by Al From in 1985 in the wake of Democratic candidate and former Vice President Walter Mondale's landslide defeat by incumbent President Ronald Reagan in the 1984 presidential election[image: External link]. Other founders include Democratic Governors Chuck Robb (Virginia), Bruce Babbitt (Arizona) and Lawton Chiles (Florida), Senator Sam Nunn (Georgia) and Representative Dick Gephardt (Missouri).[7]

The model on which the Democratic Leadership Council was built was the Coalition for a Democratic Majority. Founded by "Scoop" Jackson Democrats in response to George McGovern's massive loss to Richard Nixon in 1972, the CDM was dismayed by two presidential election losses and the organization's goal was to steer the party away from the New Left[image: External link] influence that had permeated the Democratic party since the late 1960s and back to the policies that made the FDR coalition[image: External link] electorally successful for close to 40 years. Although Senator Jackson declined to endorse the organization, believing the timing was "inappropriate"[image: External link], future DLC founders and early members were involved, such as Sen. Sam Nunn and Sen. Charles S. Robb.

In the early 1980s, some of the youngest members of Congress, including Representative William Gray of Pennsylvania, Tim Wirth[image: External link] of Colorado, Al Gore of Tennessee, Richard Gephardt[image: External link] of Missouri, and Gillis Long[image: External link] of Louisiana helped found the House Democratic Caucus' Committee on Party Effectiveness. Formed by Long and his allies after the 1980 presidential election, the CPE hoped to become the main vehicle for the rejuvenation of the Democratic Party.[8] The CPE has been called "the first organizational embodiment of the New Democrats."[9]

The DLC started as a group of forty-three elected officials and two staffers, Al From and Will Marshall, and shared their predecessor's goal of reclaiming the Democratic Party from the left's influence prevalent since the late 1960s. Their original focus was to secure the 1988 presidential nomination of a southern conservative Democrat such as Nunn or Robb. After the success of Jesse Jackson[image: External link], a vocal critic of the DLC, in winning a number of southern states in 1988's "Super Tuesday" primary, the group began to shift its focus towards influencing public debate. In 1989, Marshall founded the Progressive Policy Institute, a think tank which has since turned out policy blueprints for the DLC. Its most extensive series of papers is the series of New Economy Policy Reports[image: External link].
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 Positions




It is the opinion of the DLC that economic populism is not politically viable, citing the defeated Presidential campaigns of Senator George McGovern in 1972 and Vice-President Walter Mondale in 1984. The DLC states that it "seeks to define and galvanize popular support for a new public philosophy built on progressive ideals, mainstream values, and innovative, non-bureaucratic, market-based solutions."[10]

The DLC has supported welfare reform, such as the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996,[11] President Clinton's expansion of the Earned Income Tax Credit,[12] and the creation of AmeriCorps.[13] The DLC supports expanded health insurance via tax credits for the uninsured and opposes plans for single-payer universal health care[image: External link]. The DLC supports universal access to preschool, charter schools, and measures to allow a greater degree of choice in schooling (though not school vouchers[image: External link]), and supports the No Child Left Behind Act[image: External link]. The DLC supports both the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and the Central America Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] (CAFTA).

The DLC has both supported and criticized the policies of President George W. Bush. The DLC opposed the partial birth abortion[image: External link] ban, the expiration of the 1994 assault weapon ban, the Clear Skies Initiative, and what they perceived as a lack of funding of the Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) program. In 2001 the DLC endorsed the idea of tax cuts for the middle class, but opposed the Bush tax cut[image: External link] since it favored the wealthy and was perceived by the DLC as fiscally irresponsible. The organization supports some forms of Social Security[image: External link] privatization but opposes financing private retirement accounts with large amounts of borrowed money.

In 2006, the DLC also urged Senate Democrats to vote against Bush's nomination of Samuel Alito[image: External link] to the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] "on principle", but firmly opposed any filibuster[image: External link] of the nominee.[14]
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 2003 invasion of Iraq




The DLC gave strong support for the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link]. Prior to the war, Marshall Wittmann, Sen. Joe Lieberman's press secretary and a senior fellow with Will Marshall's DLC-affiliated Progressive Policy Institute think tank, co-signed a letter to President Bush from the Project for the New American Century[image: External link] endorsing military action against Saddam Hussein. During the 2004 Primary campaign, Wittmann attacked Presidential candidate Howard Dean as an out-of-touch liberal because of Dean's anti-war stance. Wittmann dismissed other critics of the Iraq invasion such as filmmaker Michael Moore[image: External link] as members of the "loony left".[15]

Even as domestic support for the Iraq War plummeted in 2004 and 2005, DLC co-founder Will Marshall called upon Democrats to balance their criticism of Bush's handling of the Iraq War with praise for the president's achievements and cautioned "Democrats need to be choosier about the political company they keep, distancing themselves from the pacifist and anti-American fringe."[16]
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 Criticism




The DLC has become unpopular within many progressive and liberal political circles such as the organizations Center for American Progress, Democracy for America[image: External link], and the blog MyDD[image: External link].

Some critics claim the strategy of triangulation[image: External link] between the political left and right to gain broad appeal is fundamentally flawed. In the long run, so opponents say, this strategy has resulted in concession after concession to the opposition and promotion of a free-market economic agenda favorable to corporations and entrepreneurs, including those seeking to privatize public services, while alienating traditionally-allied voters and working-class people.

Other critics cite that the low turnout of organized labor[image: External link] in the 1994 election after Bill Clinton signed the North American Free Trade Agreement into law resulted in the Republican Party gaining a majority in the 1994 House of Representatives elections and 1994 Senate elections[image: External link] that would last for twelve years until 2006.

Author and columnist David Sirota[image: External link] has strongly criticized the DLC, who he claims have sold out[image: External link] to corporate interests. In 1980, the Democratic National Committee (DNC) founded the Democratic Business Council to compete with the Republican National Committee[image: External link] for donations from businesses and corporations. Sirota has also argued that the term "centrist" is a misnomer in that these politicians are out of touch with public opinion[image: External link]. Sirota's article "The Democrats' Da Vinci Code" argues that truly progressive politicians are more successful in so-called "red states[image: External link]" than the mainstream media have previously reported.[17]

Others contend that the DLC's distaste for what they refer to as "economic class warfare" has allowed the language of populism to be monopolized by the right-wing. Many argue that the Democrats' abandonment of populism to the right-wing, shifting the form of that populism from the economic realm to the "culture wars", has been critical for Republican dominance of Middle America. (See, for instance, Thomas Frank's What's the Matter with Kansas?[image: External link].)

Still other critics believe the DLC has essentially become an influential corporate and right-wing implant in the Democratic party. Marshall Wittmann[image: External link], a former senior fellow at the DLC, former legislative director for the Christian Coalition[image: External link], and former communications director for Republican senator John McCain, and Will Marshall, a vocal supporter of the war in Iraq, are among those associated with the DLC who have right-wing credentials.

Finally, detractors of the DLC note that the DLC has received funding from the right-wing Bradley Foundation[image: External link] as well as from oil companies, military contractors, and various Fortune 500 companies. However, the DNC proper has also benefited from funding by corporations like these via the Democratic Business Council.
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 Electoral and political success




A Gallup poll of Democratic National Committee members (in February 2005) showed that, by more than two-to-one (52%-23%) the DNC members wanted the party to become more moderate, rather than more liberal. That view was shared by Democrats nationally; in a January 2005 survey, Gallup found that 59% of Democrats wanted the party to take a more moderate course.[18]

Although progressive critics argue the DLC's centrism has led the Democratic party to multiple electoral defeats, DLC candidates, office holders, and their moderate policies have been generally favored by the American electorate. When the Democratic party won majority status in the Senate in 1986, it was done with centrist and DLC affiliated candidates Barbara Mikulski (a participant in the DLC's National Service Tour), Harry Reid (who recently said Democrats have to "swallow their pride" and move toward the middle), Conservative Democrat Richard Shelby, DLCer Bob Graham, DLCer Kent Conrad, and DLCer Tom Daschle. When Bill Clinton, former Chairman of the DLC, made up his mind to run for the presidency in 1992, the DLC spotted the right candidate to promote its mission.[19] Bill Clinton ran his 1992 and 1996 campaigns as a New Democrat[image: External link][20][21] and (prior to Obama's 2012 presidential re-election) became the only twice elected Democratic president since President Franklin D. Roosevelt. New Democrats made significant gains in both the 2006 midterms and the 2008 elections.[22] While explicitly denying any direct connection to the DLC in 2003,[23] in May 2009 President Obama reportedly declared to the House New Democrat Coalition, "I am a New Democrat."[24]

Some political analysts like Kenneth Baer[image: External link] contend the DLC embodies the spirit of Truman-Kennedy era Democrats and were vital to the Democratic party's resurgence after the election losses of liberals George McGovern, Walter Mondale, and Michael Dukakis.[25][26] Simon Rosenberg[image: External link], a long time Democratic campaign operative and strategist, said recently, "there is a strong argument to be made that the DLC has been the most influential think tank in American politics over the past generation... the DLC helped set in motion a period of party modernization that has helped the Democratic Party overcome the potent and ultimately ruinous rise of the New Right."[27]
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 2004 Presidential primary




In May 2003, as the Democratic primary[image: External link] of the 2004 presidential campaign[image: External link] was starting to pick up, the organization voiced concern that the Democratic contenders might be taking positions too far left of the mainstream general electorate. Early front-runner Howard Dean, who attracted popular support due in large part to his anti-war views despite his reputation as a centrist governor of Vermont[image: External link], was specifically criticized by DLC founder and CEO Al From. From's criticism of Dean was also likely due to the former governor's opposition to the Iraq War[image: External link], which most party centrists, including From, endorsed. Dean's claim to hail "from the Democratic wing of the Democratic Party" (a phrase originally used by Senator Paul Wellstone[image: External link] of Minnesota[image: External link]) has been interpreted by some as subtle(?) criticism of the DLC and the New Democrats in general. Indeed, Dean once described the DLC as the "Republican wing of the Democratic Party." [28] The DLC countered that Dean represented the "McGovern-Mondale wing" of the Democratic Party, "defined principally by weakness abroad and elitist, interest-group liberalism at home."

Senator John Kerry won the Democratic primary and chose primary contender Senator John Edwards as his running mate. Both Senators were members of the Senate New Democrat Coalition, and the DLC anticipated that they would win the general election. In a March 3, 2004 dispatch, they suggested voters would appreciate Kerry's centrist viewpoints, imagining voters to say "If this is a waffle, bring on the syrup." [29]
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 2008 Presidential primary




The 2008 Democratic Primary[image: External link] pitted New York Senator Hillary Clinton, a prominent DLC member, against Illinois Senator Barack Obama, who had previously stated that his positions on NAFTA, the Iraq War[image: External link] and universal health care[image: External link] made him "an unlikely candidate for membership in the DLC."[30] However, President Obama has since surrounded himself with DLC members, appointing Clinton herself as Secretary of State. In May 2009, President Obama reportedly declared to the House New Democrat Coalition, the congressional arm of the DLC, "I am a New Democrat."[24] President Obama has also called himself a progressive, in addition to being endorsed by Howard Dean's progressive political action committee Democracy for America[image: External link].[31]

Joe Lieberman, another notable member of the DLC, endorsed Republican[image: External link] Senator John McCain for the presidency in 2008, citing his agreement with McCain's stance on the War on Terrorism[image: External link] as the primary reason for his support.[32] Later in the campaign, Lieberman was mentioned as a possible Vice Presidential nominee for John McCain's ticket.[33] However, Lieberman denied any interest in this role[34] and Alaska Governor Sarah Palin[image: External link] was ultimately selected to be McCain's running mate.
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 Chairs





	Rep. Dick Gephardt of Missouri (1985–1986)

	Gov. Chuck Robb of Virginia (1986–1988)

	Sen. Sam Nunn of Georgia (1988–1990)

	Gov. Bill Clinton of Arkansas (1990–1991)

	Sen. John Breaux of Louisiana (1991–1993)

	Rep. Dave McCurdy[image: External link] of Oklahoma (1993–1995)

	Sen. Joe Lieberman of Connecticut (1995–2001)

	Sen. Evan Bayh of Indiana (2001–2005)

	Gov. Tom Vilsack[image: External link] of Iowa (2005–2007)

	Fmr. Rep. Harold Ford[image: External link] of Tennessee (2007–2011)



(Titles listed are those held at time of assuming chair.)
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 Republican equivalent




On the Republican side of the aisle another centrist organization was founded by moderate and some left of center Republicans with the same purpose for the Republican Party. The Republican Leadership Council[image: External link] was founded by former New Jersey Governor Christine Todd Whitman[image: External link] and former Missouri Senator and Episcopal priest John Danforth[image: External link].
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Moderate Dems Working Group






Moderate Dems Working Group was a caucus[image: External link] of moderate Democratic[image: External link] members of the United States Senate. The group's goal is to work with the Senate leadership[image: External link] and the Obama administration[image: External link] "to craft common-sense solutions to urgent national problems."[1] The group's members are "joined by a shared commitment to pursue pragmatic, fiscally sustainable policies across a range of issues, such as deficit[image: External link] containment, health care reform[image: External link], the housing crisis[image: External link], educational reform[image: External link], energy policy[image: External link] and climate change[image: External link]."[1]

The Moderate Dems Working Group was founded on March 18, 2009, and is led by Senators Evan Bayh of Indiana[image: External link], Tom Carper[image: External link] of Delaware[image: External link], and Blanche Lincoln[image: External link] of Arkansas. It has been described as the Senate version of the Blue Dog Coalition[image: External link] in the House.[2] The coalition has received praise from Democratic[image: External link] Senate Majority Leader[image: External link] Harry Reid[image: External link],[1] but has been criticized by the left as simply being "political cover to Democratic senators representing red[image: External link] or purple states[image: External link], making it harder for Republicans[image: External link] to tie them to liberal[image: External link] bogeymen."[2]

Members

Former Members

References



	
^ a b c "Moderate Senate Dems Launch New Group to Shape Public Policy"[image: External link]. U.S. Senator Evan Bayh. 2009-03-18.


	
^ a b "Bayh rolls out "Moderate Dems Working Group": Does it matter?"[image: External link]. MyDD[image: External link]. 2009-03-18.








TOP




Categories[image: External link]:

	Ideological caucuses of the United States Congress[image: External link]

	Democratic Party (United States) organizations[image: External link]

	Centrist political advocacy groups in the United States[image: External link]

	Factions of the Democratic Party (United States)[image: External link]

	Organizations established in 2009[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 17 May 2017, at 02:07.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Moderate Dems Working Group: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moderate_Dems_Working_Group [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Moderate_Dems_Working_Group [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Overview

	2 Electoral results

	3 Political donations

	4 New Democrat Coalition members (House)

	5 Former Senate New Democrat Coalition

	6 See also

	7 References

	8 External links





New Democrat Coalition








	
New Democrat Coalition





	Chairman
	Jim Himes[image: External link]



	Founded
	1997; 20 years ago




	Ideology[image: External link]
	
Centrism[1][2][3]

Third Way[4]

Fiscal conservatism[5]

Cultural liberalism[6]




	Political position[image: External link]
	
Center[1][2][3] to Center-left[image: External link][7]




	National affiliation
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The New Democrat Coalition is a Congressional Member Organization[image: External link] within the United States Congress made up of Democrats[image: External link] who support an agenda that the organization describes as " moderate[image: External link]" and "pro-growth". A November 2012 press release described the organization as "Congress' largest coalition of "moderates" heading into the 113th Congress. As of January 2015, there were 46 members in the House of Representatives. On December 3, 2016, Connecticut congressman Jim Himes[image: External link] was appointed Chairman.[8]
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The New Democrat Coalition was founded in 1997 by Representatives Cal Dooley ( California[image: External link]), Jim Moran ( Virginia[image: External link]) and Timothy J. Roemer[image: External link] ( Indiana[image: External link]) as a congressional affiliate of the avowedly "centrist" Democratic Leadership Council, whose members, including former President Bill Clinton, call themselves "New Democrats." In November 2012, the New Democrat Coalition announced the election of its new leadership team. New Dems elected Rep. Ron Kind (WI-03) as the Chair and re-elected Reps. Jim Himes[image: External link] (CT-04), Rick Larsen (WA-02), and Allyson Schwartz (PA-13) as Vice Chairs and added Rep. Gerry Connolly (VA-11) as a Vice Chair.[9]

The Senate New Democrat Coalition was founded in the spring of 2000 by Senators Evan Bayh ( Indiana[image: External link]), Bob Graham[image: External link] ( Florida[image: External link]), Mary Landrieu ( Louisiana[image: External link]), Joe Lieberman ( Connecticut[image: External link]), and Blanche Lincoln[image: External link] (Arkansas).[10]

The NDC has worked to craft and pass legislation, including Permanent Normal Trade Relations[image: External link] (PNTR) for the People's Republic of China[image: External link], fast track Trade Promotion Authority[image: External link], digital signatures[image: External link], and H-1B visa[image: External link] reform and continues to work on matters such as privacy[image: External link], broadband[image: External link], expanding e-learning[image: External link] opportunities and making government more accessible and efficient through the use of technology. Many[ who?[image: External link]] in the Democratic Party's left-wing[image: External link] criticize the group, however, accusing it of ignoring social justice[image: External link] and the poor.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Prior to the 113th Congress, the New Democrat Coalition had seven task forces: Critical Infrastructure and Manufacturing; Education; Energy; Financial Services; Health Care; Innovation, Competitiveness and Tax Reform; and Trade.[11] The task forces for the 113th Congress were changed to: Energy chaired by Rep. Ed Perlmutter (CO-07) and Rush Holt (NJ-12), Financial Services and Retirement Security chaired by Rep. Gary Peters (MI-14), Rep. John Carney (DE-At Large), and Carolyn McCarthy (NY-04), Health chaired by Rep. Allyson Schwartz (PA-13), Bill Owens (NY-21), and Rep. Kurt Schrader (OR-05), National Security chaired by Jim Moran (VA-08), Colleen Hanabusa (HI-1), and Rep. Ron Barber (AZ-2),Tax Reform and Fiscal Responsibility chaired by Rep. Jim Himes (CT-4), Rep. Jim Cooper (TN-5), and Terri Sewell (AL-07),Tech, Education, and Entrepreneurship chaired by Rep. Gerry Connolly (VA-11), Rep. Susan Davis (CA-53), and Rep. Jared Polis (CO-02), and finally, Trade, Critical Infrastructure and Manufacturing chaired by Rep. Rick Larsen (WA-02) and Cedric Richmond (LA-02).
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 House of Representatives






	Election year
	# of overall seats won
	# of Democratic seats
	+/-



	2000[image: External link]
	

74 / 435








	

74 / 212








	



	2002[image: External link]
	

73 / 435








	

73 / 205








	-1



	2004[image: External link]
	

74 / 435








	

74 / 202








	+1



	2006[image: External link]
	

63 / 435








	

63 / 233








	-11



	2008[image: External link]
	

59 / 435








	

59 / 257








	-4



	2010[image: External link]
	

42 / 435








	

42 / 193








	-17



	2012[image: External link]
	

53 / 435








	

53 / 201








	+11



	2014[image: External link]
	

46 / 435








	

46 / 188








	-7



	2016[image: External link]
	

61 / 435








	

61 / 194








	+15
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According to the Center for Responsive Politics[image: External link], as of 2009 the top contributors to the New Democrat Coalition caucus members were the finance, insurance and real estate industries and in the two decades between 1989 and 2009 members of the New Democrat Coalition had collected $50 million from those industries.[12][13]
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 New Democrat Coalition members (House)




In the 115th Congress, the following 52 members of the House of Representatives currently belong to the New Democrat Coalition:[14]
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Terri Sewell[image: External link] (AL-07), Vice Chair
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  Arizona[image: External link]





	
Tom O'Halleran[image: External link] (AZ-1)

	
Kyrsten Sinema[image: External link] (AZ-09)
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  California[image: External link]





	
Pete Aguilar[image: External link] (CA-31)

	
Ami Bera[image: External link] (CA-07)

	
Salud Carbajal[image: External link] (CA-24)

	
Tony Cardenas[image: External link] (CA-29)

	
Lou Correa[image: External link] (CA-46)

	
Jim Costa[image: External link] (CA-16)

	
Susan Davis[image: External link] (CA-53)

	
Scott H. Peters[image: External link] (CA-52), Leadership at-large


	
Adam Schiff[image: External link] (CA-28)

	
Norma Torres[image: External link] (CA-35)

	
Juan Vargas[image: External link] (CA-51)
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Jared Polis (CO-2), Vice Chair


	
Ed Perlmutter[image: External link] (CO-7)
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  Connecticut[image: External link]





	
Joe Courtney[image: External link] (CT-02)

	
Elizabeth Esty[image: External link] (CT-05)

	
Jim Himes[image: External link] (CT-04), Chair
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Charlie Crist[image: External link] (FL-13)

	
Val Demings[image: External link] (FL-10)

	
Stephanie Murphy[image: External link] (FL-7)

	
Darren Soto[image: External link] (FL-9)

	
Debbie Wasserman Schultz[image: External link] (FL-23)
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  Georgia[image: External link]





	
David Scott[image: External link] (GA-13)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
  Hawaii[image: External link]





	
Colleen Hanabusa[image: External link] (HI-01)
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  llinois[image: External link]





	
Cheri Bustos[image: External link] (IL-17)

	
Bill Foster[image: External link] (IL-11)

	
Mike Quigley[image: External link] (IL-05)

	
Brad Schneider[image: External link] (IL-10)
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André Carson[image: External link] (IN-7)
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  Louisiana[image: External link]





	
Cedric Richmond[image: External link] (LA-2)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
  Maryland[image: External link]





	
John Delaney[image: External link] (MD-06)
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  Massachusetts[image: External link]





	
Seth Moulton[image: External link] (MA-06)
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 New Hampshire[image: External link]





	
Ann McLane Kuster[image: External link] (NH-02)
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 New Jersey[image: External link]





	
Josh Gottheimer[image: External link] (NJ-5)
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 New York





	
Sean Patrick Maloney[image: External link] (NY-18)

	
Gregory Meeks[image: External link] (NY-5)

	
Eliot L. Engel[image: External link] (NY-16)

	
Kathleen Rice[image: External link] (NY-04), Leadership at-large
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Kurt Schrader[image: External link] (OR-5)
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  Tennessee[image: External link]





	
Jim Cooper[image: External link] (TN-05)
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  Texas[image: External link]





	
Joaquin Castro[image: External link] (TX-20)

	
Henry Cuellar[image: External link] (TX-28)

	
Beto O'Rourke[image: External link] (TX-16)

	
Filemon Vela Jr.[image: External link] (TX-34)
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  Virginia[image: External link]





	
Gerry Connolly (VA-11), Whip


	
Don Beyer[image: External link] (VA-08)
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  Washington[image: External link]





	
Suzan DelBene[image: External link] (WA-01), Vice Chair


	
Denny Heck[image: External link] (WA-10)

	
Derek Kilmer[image: External link] (WA-06), Vice Chair


	
Rick Larsen (WA-2)

	
Adam Smith (WA-9), charter member
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  Wisconsin[image: External link]





	
Ron Kind (WI-3), Chair Emeritus
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 U.S. Virgin Islands





	
Stacey Plaskett[image: External link] (VI-AL)
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Members who have left the House:


	
James A. Barcia[image: External link] (MI-5), charter member, did not seek re-election

	
Chris Bell[image: External link] (TX-25), lost re-election following redistricting[image: External link]


	
Ken Bentsen[image: External link] (TX-25), charter member, did not seek re-election

	
Dennis Cardoza[image: External link] (CA-18), subsequently resigned in 2012

	
Ed Case[image: External link] (HI-2), Ran for Senate[image: External link]


	
Bob Clement[image: External link] (TN-5), charter member, retired

	
Jim Davis (FL-11), charter member, retired

	
Peter Deutsch[image: External link] (FL-20), charter member, retired

	
Norman D. Dicks[image: External link] (WA-6), charter member, retired

	
Bob Etheridge[image: External link] (NC-2), charter member, lost re-election in 2010

	
Harold Ford Jr. (TN-9), Ran for Senator[image: External link]


	
Gabrielle Giffords[image: External link] (AZ-8), resigned from Congress in January 2012

	
Kirsten Gillibrand[image: External link] (NY-20), appointed to Hillary Clinton's vacant Senate seat

	
Jane Harman[image: External link] (CA-36), resigned in 2011

	
Jay Inslee[image: External link] (WA-1), resigned in March 2012, Elected State Governor

	
John J. LaFalce[image: External link] (NY-29), charter member, retired

	
Nick Lampson[image: External link] (TX-22), lost re-election in 2008

	
Bill Luther[image: External link] (MN-6), charter member, lost re-election following redistricting[image: External link]


	
Tim Mahoney[image: External link] (FL-16), lost re-election in 2008

	
Denise Majette[image: External link] (GA-4), retired

	
Bob Matsui[image: External link] (CA-5), charter member, deceased

	
Karen McCarthy[image: External link] (MO-5), charter member, retired

	
Juanita Millender-McDonald[image: External link] (CA-37), deceased

	
Brad Miller[image: External link] (NC-13), retired

	
Chris Murphy[image: External link] (CT-5), elected to the Senate in 2012[15]


	
Earl Pomeroy[image: External link] (ND), charter member, lost re-election in 2010

	
Steve Rothman[image: External link] (NJ-9), charter member, lost renomination following redistricting

	
Max Sandlin[image: External link] (TX-1), charter member, lost re-election following redistricting

	
Thomas C. Sawyer[image: External link] (OH-14), charter member, lost re-election following redistricting

	
Heath Shuler[image: External link] (NC-11), retired

	
Charles Stenholm[image: External link] (TX-17), charter member, lost re-election following redistricting

	
Ellen Tauscher[image: External link] (CA-10), appointed Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International Security Affairs[image: External link]


	
Jim Turner[image: External link] (TX-2), charter member, retired

	
Ron Barber[image: External link] (AZ-02), lost reelection

	
Jim Moran (VA-8), charter member, retired

	
Mike McIntyre[image: External link] (NC-07), retired

	
Allyson Schwartz (PA-13), Ran for Governor[image: External link]


	
Bill Owens[image: External link] (NY-21), lost reelection

	
Gary Peters[image: External link] (MI-14), Elected Senator[image: External link]


	
Rush D. Holt[image: External link] (NJ-12), retired

	
Dan Maffei[image: External link] (NY-24), lost reelection

	
Carolyn McCarthy[image: External link] (NY-4), retired

	
Joe Garcia[image: External link] (FL-26), lost reelection

	
John Barrow[image: External link] (GA-12), lost reelection

	
Gwen Graham[image: External link] (FL-2), did not seek reelection

	
Pedro Pierluisi[image: External link] (PR-AL), Ran for Governor[image: External link]


	
John C. Carney Jr. (DE-AL), Elected Governor[image: External link]
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Former members who remain in Congress, but who are no longer affiliated with the NDC:


	
Jim Clyburn[image: External link] (SC-6), charter member

	
Mike Thompson[image: External link] (CA-5)

	
Bill Pascrell[image: External link] (NJ-8), charter member

	
Pete Visclosky[image: External link] (IN-1), charter member
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The following Senators previously belonged to the defunct Senate New Democrat Coalition.[16][17][18]


	
Dianne Feinstein[image: External link] (CA, by 2001)

	
Thomas R. Carper[image: External link] (DE, by 2001; co-chair from 2003)

	
Bill Nelson[image: External link] (FL, by 2001)

	
Debbie Stabenow[image: External link] (MI, by 2001)

	
Maria Cantwell[image: External link] (WA, by 2001)

	
Blanche Lincoln[image: External link] (AR, founder, from 1999; defeated in 2010)

	
Evan Bayh (IN, founder, retired from senate in 2011)

	
Hillary Clinton (NY, from 2001; resigned from Senate in 2009 to become Secretary of State)[19]


	
Bob Graham[image: External link] (FL, founder, chair from 2000–2003; retired from Senate in 2003)

	
Max Cleland[image: External link] (GA, from 2000; defeated in 2002)

	
Zell Miller[image: External link] (GA, from 2001; retired from Senate in 2004)

	
John Breaux (LA, from 2000; retired from Senate in 2004)

	
Jean Carnahan[image: External link] (MO, from 2001; defeated in 2002)

	
John Edwards (NC, from 2000; retired from Senate in 2004)

	
Bob Kerrey (NE, from 2000; retired from Senate in 2000)

	
Richard Bryan[image: External link] (NV, from 2000; retired from Senate in 2000)

	
Chuck Robb (VA, from 2000; defeated in 2000)

	
Jon Corzine[image: External link] (NJ, from 2004; retired to run for Governor in 2005)

	
John Kerry (MA, from 2000); resigned to take office as Secretary of State in 2013

	
Tim Johnson[image: External link] (SD, from 1996; retired from Senate in 2014)

	
Mary Landrieu (LA, from 1996; defeated in 2014)
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The New Democrat Network is an American think tank[image: External link] that promotes "centrist" Democratic[image: External link] candidates.[1] NDN is a 501(c)(4)[image: External link] membership organization that functions in conjunction with its two subsidiary organizations, the NDN Political Fund, a non-federal political organization ( 527[image: External link]), and NDN PAC, a federal political action committee[image: External link].
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NDN is led and was founded by Simon Rosenberg[image: External link] in 1996 after his split with the Democratic Leadership Council, for which he worked. Before founding NDN, Rosenberg worked as a television news writer and producer and a political strategist for the Michael Dukakis and Bill Clinton presidential campaigns and the Democratic National Committee. NDN has offices in Washington, D.C.[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], San Francisco[image: External link], and Miami[image: External link].
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 Involvement in the 2004 presidential election




NDN claims that it uses a more technologically modern and grassroots[image: External link] participatory approach to its activities than the DLC.[citation needed[image: External link]] The NDN, while not supporting or embracing 2004 Democratic presidential primary candidate Howard Dean, has pointed to his online network of small donors, volunteers, and bloggers[image: External link] as the model to emulate for the Democratic Party[image: External link]. The NDN is now challenging the DLC and is becoming an increasingly influential player in the party's politics.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In the 2004 presidential race[image: External link], NDN led an effort to turn out Hispanic[image: External link] voters for John Kerry.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 2004, Rosenberg announced his candidacy for Chairman of the Democratic National Committee, but eventually withdrew from the race after it became clear that he would lose to eventual Chairman Howard Dean. Rosenberg then supported Dean's campaign.
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NDN is currently in the midst of launching two of its premier initiatives for the coming election years: the New Politics Institute (NPI) and the Hispanic Project.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 2003 and 2004, the Hispanic Project produced more than twenty commercials on Spanish-language[image: External link] television, radio and Internet[image: External link] that sought to speak directly to America's growing Latino community and highlight the values and ideals that they see as the bond between Hispanic voters and progressive causes, and has recently stepped up its ad campaigns and project initiatives in hopes of reclaiming lost ground among those voters as evidenced by the outcome of the 2004 presidential election.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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The Progressive Policy Institute (PPI) is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization[image: External link] that serves as a public policy[image: External link] think tank[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link], founded in 1989.

Its founder and current president is Will Marshall, who writes on foreign policy, defense, national service, globalization[image: External link], trade policy, and cultural issues. Its chief economic strategist is Michael Mandel[image: External link], who writes on innovation, growth, and regulatory policy. Several former leading government officials have held senior positions or affiliations with the organization, including William Galston[image: External link], Austan Goolsbee[image: External link], Elaine Kamarck, Bruce Reed[image: External link], Andrew Rotherham, Robert J. Shapiro[image: External link], Paul Weinstein[image: External link], and Ed Gresser.[1][2][3][4]
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Senate Centrist Coalition






The Senate Centrist Coalition was a bipartisan caucus of moderate United States Senators. Founded by John Breaux (D-LA) and Lincoln Chafee[image: External link] (R-RI) in 1994, the group had 33 members by 2002.[1] It sought bipartisan agreements on issues such as a balanced budget, welfare reform, and healthcare reform.[2]
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Third Way (think tank)






Third Way is a Washington, D.C.-based public policy[image: External link] think tank[image: External link] founded in 2005.[1] The think tank develops policy ideas, conducts public opinion[image: External link] research and hosts issue briefings. The organization has four policy divisions: Economics, National Security[image: External link], Clean Energy, and Social Policy & Politics. Third Way develops and advocates for policies that it says represent the "vital center".[2]

Third Way was honored as "2013 North American Think Tank of the Year" by Prospect[image: External link], a British monthly current affairs magazine, for its "original, influential, and rigorous work on the most pressing challenges facing people, governments, and businesses". In 2012, the first year that Prospect issued a prize for North America, the award went to The Carnegie Endowment. The judges commended Third Way for "making a real impact on debate in the center ground of American politics".[3]

The think tank includes many Republican donors and Democratic officials.[4]
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Third Way was founded in 2005 by Jonathan Cowan[image: External link], Matt Bennett,[5] Jim Kessler,[6] and Nancy Hale[7] in the wake of the 2004 election as a policy, messaging and strategy "idea center" and think tank. The organization was dedicated to understanding the wants, needs and expectations of self-described Moderate left leaning Americans, who comprise 44% of the voting public.[citation needed[image: External link]].
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Third Way's President and Economic Program director made the case that progressives needed to reorient themselves and set forth a modern agenda focused on growth and middle class success for the 21st century in an opinion piece published on the Politico website in 2010.

Third Way has four major policy programs: the Economics Program[8] focuses on helping the middle class[image: External link] in America in the midst of growing global[image: External link] competition. The National Security Program[9] aims at issues of security and the US military. Third Way has also undertaken a program on [10] clean energy intended to influence policy decisions on reducing carbon emissions[image: External link]. Finally, it has a Social Policy Program[11] to examine issues including equality, education, immigration and gun control.
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 Notable people




CNN[image: External link] senior political analyst Bill Schneider[image: External link] is a Resident Scholar and a Distinguished Senior Fellow at Third Way. A few of the staff members for the organization worked in the Obama administration[image: External link] and some Third Way emeritus co-chairs served in President Obama's cabinet including former Secretary of Health and Human Services[image: External link] Kathleen Sebelius[image: External link] and former Secretary of the Interior[image: External link] Ken Salazar[image: External link].[12]

In February 2011, Third Way announced [13] that Assistant House Democratic Leader James Clyburn[image: External link] (D-SC), and U.S. Representatives John Dingell[image: External link] (D-MI), Allyson Schwartz (D-PA) and Jared Polis (D-CO) would be joining as Honorary Co-Chairs.

On October 6, 2011, Jonathan Silver[image: External link], the director of the Department of Energy's loan office, and a figure involved in the Solyndra loan controversy[image: External link], resigned and become a distinguished visiting fellow at Third Way; Department of Energy officials stated that the decision was unrelated to the controversy.[14][15]
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 Board of Trustees




Notable members of the Board of Trustees include:



	
Bernard L. Schwartz[image: External link] (Chairman Emeritus)

	
Jonathan Cowan[image: External link] (President)

	David A. Coulter[image: External link]

	William M. Daley

	John Dyson[image: External link]

	Peter B. Lewis[image: External link]

	Thurgood Marshall, Jr.[image: External link]

	Susan McCue[image: External link]

	Michael Novogratz[image: External link]

	Marc Spilker[image: External link]

	Ted Trimpa[image: External link]

	
Christine Varney[image: External link][16]
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A Third Way sponsored a report written by William Galston[image: External link] of the Brookings Institution[image: External link] and Elaine Kamarck[17] of Harvard University's Kennedy School[image: External link] entitled Change You Can Believe In Needs a Government You Can Trust.[18] The report analyzed Americans' trust in government and reported it was in serious decline and could present significant challenges to the Obama administration[image: External link]'s agenda.

Third Way contributed ideas regarding health reform debate[image: External link] that were eventually enacted into law. The often repeated message that health care reform would deliver "stability and security"[19] to the middle class traces its roots to a series of Third Way reports and memos issued in the spring and summer of 2009. Third Way's work was described as having "really become central to the White House's message".[20] A Third Way op-ed published in Roll Call[image: External link] in late summer 2009 urged progressives, upset by early reports on the contours of the bill, "Don't Pass on the 'Next New Deal'".[21]

Several policy ideas generated by the organization have been developed into congressional legislation. For instance, Third Way developed the policies framed in "Spurring Weatherization Investments in Rural America", which was introduced by Representative Jim Clyburn[image: External link] (D-South Carolina) and Senator Lindsey Graham[image: External link] (R-South Carolina) as the Rural Energy Savings Program.[22] The legislation was lauded by liberals.[23]

Third Way works with Senate Democratic leadership, including Senator Dick Durbin[image: External link], to help define policy ideas and strategy.[24] In the wake of the loss of control of the House after the 2010 elections[image: External link] President Obama appointed former Third Way Trustee William Daley to replace Rahm Emanuel as White House chief of staff. This decision was intended to signal to the nation the administration's prioritization of economic growth and a willingness to work with both parties.[25]

Washington Post[image: External link] columnist David S. Broder[image: External link] and National Journal[image: External link] political analyst Charlie Cook[image: External link] devoted columns to Third Way's June 2010 poll on the economy, conducted with the Benenson Strategy Group, suggesting that support from the middle-class[image: External link] for the Progressive agenda might have begun to waver.

The shooting[image: External link] of Third Way's Honorary Co-Chair, Rep. Gabrielle Giffords[image: External link], in January 2011 sparked a national conversation about the risks of heated political discourse[image: External link]. Third Way attempted to reconcile the two parties in Washington during the 2011 State of the Union[image: External link]. Breaking away from the 98-year tradition of partisan seating, Third Way successfully pushed for members of opposing parties to sit together at the President’s annual address in 2011 and 2012.[26]
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Third Way has been involved in the following policy issues:


	The economic benefits of green energy[image: External link]. Since 2010, Third Way is lobbying[image: External link] the creation of an alternative clean energy and climate agenda.

	Deficit reduction.[27] One example: a proposal to cut federal pensions was adopted by the Simpson-Bowles Deficit Commission and the House Republicans’ deficit package. The Grand Bargain - an over-aching tax and budget deal to reduce the deficit by cutting Social Security and Medicaid [28] is an issue they champion. [29]


	Third Way proposals to reform Medicare[image: External link], Medicaid[image: External link] and Social Security[image: External link] were included in White House debt talks and the congressional “Super Committee” deliberations. [30] [31] [32]


	The repeal of “Don't ask, don't tell” and the Defense of Marriage Act.

	Advocated for new trade accords with Korea, Colombia and Panama.

	Advocated for the Trans-Pacific Partnership[image: External link].
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	Argument to moderation[image: External link]
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	Corporatism[image: External link]
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Centrism






For the post-World War II political alliance in Italy, see Centrism (Italy)[image: External link].

"Political centre" redirects here. For the Russian movement (1919–20), see Political Centre (Russia)[image: External link].

In politics[image: External link], centrism or the centre is a political outlook or specific position that involves acceptance or support of a balance of a degree of social equality[image: External link] and a degree of social hierarchy[image: External link]; while opposing political changes which would result in a significant shift of society either strongly to the left[image: External link] or the right[image: External link].[1] Centre-left[image: External link] and centre-right[image: External link] politics both involve a general association with centrism combined with leaning somewhat to their respective sides of the spectrum[image: External link].
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It has been suggested that individuals vote for 'centrist' parties for purely statistical reasons.[2]

Centrists usually support a degree of equal opportunity[image: External link] and economic freedom[image: External link]. They can generally lean conservative[image: External link] on economic[image: External link] issues and lean liberal[image: External link] on social issues[image: External link], and sometimes vice versa. However, centrism itself is location-dependent and exact policies can vary depending on geographical and socioeconomic factors.
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 India




Indian National Congress[image: External link] was centrist in its ideology[citation needed[image: External link]]. It was formed in 1885. It is one of the oldest parties in the world. Under the leadership of Jawaharlal Nehru[image: External link] the party sought to build a modern secular[image: External link] democratic republic[image: External link] in India[image: External link]. Its support has had different ups and downs from the late 1990s. People change their support base to other political parties but choose it again after period of 5 years. It acts as an opposition party, presently, in Indian Parliament[image: External link].
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 Australia




There have been centrists in both sides of politics, who serve alongside the various factions within the Liberal[image: External link] and Labor[image: External link] parties.

In addition, there are a number of smaller groups that have formed in response to the bipartisan system who uphold centrist ideals. South Australian Senator Nick Xenophon[image: External link] had launched his own centrist political party called the Nick Xenophon Team[image: External link] (NXT) in 2014. The Palmer United Party[image: External link] has been suggested as being a centrist party as well; however, the party itself does not make such formal claims of being politically centrist.[3]

The Australian Sex Party[image: External link] is also a centrist political party. They have held just one seat within the Victorian Legislative Council[image: External link] since 2014.
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 Belgium




The utmost centrist party of Flanders[image: External link] has been the Volksunie[image: External link], which not only embraced social liberalism but also displayed the national sentiment of the Dutch speaking Belgians who felt culturally suppressed by Francophones. The New Flemish Alliance[image: External link] is the largest, and since 2009, the only successor of that party.

Among French speaking Belgians the Humanist Democratic Centre[image: External link] is a centre-right or centre party as it is considerably less conservative[image: External link] than its Flemish counterpart, Christian Democratic & Flemish[image: External link]. Another party in the centre of the political spectrum is the liberal Reformist Movement[image: External link].
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 Canada




Liberal Party of Canada[image: External link] is the dominant centrist party, they have traditionally positioned themselves as being more moderate and centrist than the Conservative Party of Canada[image: External link] or New Democratic Party[image: External link], putting them somewhere between the centre and centre-left[image: External link]. The Liberals are currently the largest party in Canada[image: External link]'s House of Commons[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Czech Republic




Czech Republic[image: External link] has two main centrist political parties which are currently in the government: liberal ANO[image: External link] (Yes) and Christian democratic Christian and Democratic Union – Czechoslovak People's Party[image: External link].
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 Estonia




Main article: Centrism in Estonia[image: External link]
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 France




France has a tradition of parties that call themselves centriste. The most notable centrist party, often also called liberal, was the Union for French Democracy[image: External link], created in 1978. Among its successors belongs the small Centrist Alliance[image: External link], the most successful of them is the Democratic Movement[image: External link] of François Bayrou[image: External link], founded in 2007. However, the centrist parties often oppose to the left-wing parties such as Socialists[image: External link] and Left Front[image: External link]. It often support the centre-right Gaullist[image: External link] parties and join several coalitions governed by Jacques Chirac[image: External link] and Nicolas Sarkozy[image: External link]. Most recently, Emmanuel Macron[image: External link]'s "En Marche![image: External link]" centrist populist party qualified for - and won - the runoff round of the 2017 French presidential election[image: External link].
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 Germany




Zentrismus is a term only known to experts, as it is easily confused with Zentralismus ("centralism", the opposite to decentralisation/federalism); so the usual term in German for the political centre/centrism is politische Mitte (literally "political middle", or "political centre"). Historically, the German party with the most purely centrist nature among German parties to have had current or historical parliamentary representations was most likely the social-liberal German Democratic Party[image: External link] of the Weimar Republic[image: External link] (1918–1933).

There existed during the Weimar Republic (and again after the Nazi period) a Zentrum[image: External link], a party of German Catholics[image: External link] founded in 1870. It was called Centre Party not for being a proper centrist party, but because it united left-wing and right-wing Catholics, because it was the first German party to be a Volkspartei (catch-all party[image: External link]), and because his elected representatives sat between the liberals (the left of the time) and the conservatives (the right of the time). It was, though, distinctly right-wing conservative in that it was not neutral on religious issues (such as on secular education), being markedly against more liberal and modernist positions. The main successor of Zentrum after the return of democracy to West Germany in 1945, the Christian Democratic Union[image: External link], has throughout its history alternated between describing itself as right-wing or centrist, and sitting on the right-wing (with the Free Democratic Party[image: External link] in its social liberal moments sitting at its left, in the centre, and themselves sitting at the centre, with the FDP in its classical liberal[image: External link] moments sitting at its right, in the right-wing). The representatives of the Social Democratic Party of Germany[image: External link], although they have, since the 1990s, many times referred to themselves as "the new middle" (under influence of the Third way[image: External link] of the time), feel less at ease in describing their party as centrist due to their history and socialist identity.

Alliance '90/The Greens[image: External link] was founded in 1993 as a merger from the East German Alliance 90[image: External link], a group of centrist/ transversalist[image: External link] civil rights activists, and the (West) German Greens. The latter was a coalition of various unorthodox-left politicians and more liberal "realists". This Bundestag[image: External link] party also hesitates in using the term centre, although it does distance itself as well from the tag of left (which identifies it, for the moment, as a transversalist party). The transversalist moderation of the party and its position in the Bundestag between the Social Democrats and the Christian Democrats (while the FDP has its seats at the right of the Christian Democrats) also points somewhat to The Greens being a more or less centrist party.

In the state parliaments of specific German states there are other specifically regional parties which could be identified as centrist. The South Schleswig Voter Federation[image: External link], of the Danish and Frisian minorities in the state of Schleswig-Holstein[image: External link] has currently a centrist political position, although in the past the party usually leaned to the left. In the German presidential elections of 2009[image: External link], 2010[image: External link] and 2012[image: External link], it supported the candidates of the Social Democrats and the Greens. In Bavaria, the Free Voters[image: External link] party present at the state parliament may also be seen as a centrist party.
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 Greece




In Greece centrism has its roots to centrist politician and founder of Agricultural[image: External link] and Labour Party, Alexandros Papanastasiou[image: External link]. In 1961 Georgios Papandreou[image: External link] created along with other political leaders the coalition party of Centre Union[image: External link]. Five parties were merged: Liberal Party, Progressive Agricultural Democratic Union, National Progressive Center Union, Popular Social Party into one, with strong centrist agenda opposed equally to right wing party of National Radical Union and left wing party of United Democratic Left. The Centre Union Party was the last Venizelist party to hold power in Greece. The party nominally continued to exist until 1977 (after the Junta it was known as the Center Union - New Forces[image: External link]), when its successor Union of the Democratic Centre (EDIK) party was created.

Union of Centrists[image: External link] was created by Vassilis Leventis[image: External link] in 1992 under the title "Union of Centrists and Ecologists". The name was changed shortly after. The Union of Centrists claims to be the ideological continuation of the old party Center Union. The party strives to become "the political continuance of the centrist expression in Greece". Leventis aimed to become part of the Venizelist legacy of some great politicians of the past, such as Eleftherios Venizelos and George Papandreou Sr. However, the party's total influence had been marginal until 2015, with 1.79% of the total votes (in the Greek legislative election, January 2015[image: External link]) being its highest achievement before finally making its way to the Greek Parliament[image: External link] in September 2015 with 3.43% of the total votes and 9 members elected.
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 Ireland




In the Republic of Ireland[image: External link], the two main political parties, Fianna Fáil[image: External link] and Fine Gael[image: External link], both claim the political centre ground, but seem to lean to the centre-right and be mostly made up of centre-right members.[4][4][5] The two parties have shared broadly similar policies in the past, with their primary division being perceived as being steeped in Irish Civil War[image: External link] politics. Fine Gael is aligned to Christian democratic[image: External link] parties in Europe via its membership of the European People's Party[image: External link], and is described internationally as centre-right[image: External link] by the likes of Reuters.[6] The consensus in analysis seems to be that Fianna Fáil is mostly centrist, expanding to the centre-right space, and that Fine Gael is mostly centre-rightist, expanding also to the centre space.
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 Netherlands




In the Netherlands[image: External link], four parties have, more than once, sent members into the cabinet. From them, the Christian Democratic Appeal[image: External link] (CDA) tends to be centre-right and the Democrats 66[image: External link] (D66) centrist.[7]

Livable Netherlands[image: External link] was originally a centrist political movement of local grass-root parties with an anti-establishment touch similar to early D66. However, the party entered in 2002 national parliament with a right-wing populist[image: External link] programme based on security[image: External link] and immigration as the major issues.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Protestant ChristianUnion[image: External link] has a transversalist position that can be confused with a certain kind of centrist position, in so far it is left-leaning on issues such as immigration and environment, but right-leaning on social issues, drugs[image: External link] issues and euthanasia[image: External link].
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 New Zealand




In New Zealand[image: External link], there are two main current centrist parties. The largest one is New Zealand First[image: External link], which was founded by Winston Peters[image: External link] after he resigned from the New Zealand National Party. New Zealand First has a focus on unitary, economic nationalism. Its principles include the reduction of government while at the same time increasing the number of state-owned enterprises. New Zealand First is currently in opposition with 12 seats, in the 121-seat House of Representatives.

The other one is the United Future[image: External link] party, founded by a fusion of a previous centrist social liberal party and a previous Christian conservative party. United Future currently has one seat in the New Zealand parliament, supporting the current government[image: External link] led by the National Party[image: External link] alongside ACT[image: External link] and the Maori Party[image: External link].
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 Nordic countries




Main article: Nordic Agrarian parties[image: External link]


See also: Centrism in Sweden[image: External link], Centrism in Iceland[image: External link], and Centrism in Finland[image: External link]


In most of the Nordic countries[image: External link], there are Nordic agrarian parties[image: External link]. These share in addition to the centrist position on the socio-economic left-right scale a clear, separate ideology. This position is centred on decentralisation[image: External link], a commitment to small business[image: External link] and environmental protection[image: External link]. Centrists have aligned themselves with the Liberal International[image: External link] and European Liberal Democrat and Reform Party[image: External link]. Historically, all of these parties were farmers' parties committed to maintaining rural life. In the 1960s, these parties broadened their scope to include non-farmer-related issues and renamed themselves Centre Party[image: External link].

Neither the Centre Democrats[image: External link] (a now defunct centrist political party) nor the Liberal Alliance[image: External link] (a political party founded as a centrist social liberal party but that now is a classical liberal party), both of Denmark, are rooted in centrist agrarianism.
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 Pakistan




Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf[image: External link] (PTI) founded by Imran Khan[image: External link], claims to be a centrist political party.[8] PTI emerged as the second-largest political party in Pakistan, following the general election of 2013[image: External link], by number of votes.[9]
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 Palestinian Authority




The Third Way[image: External link] is a small centrist Palestinian political party active in Palestinian politics. Founded on 16 December 2005, the party is led by Salam Fayyad[image: External link] and Hanan Ashrawi[image: External link]. In the January 2006 PLC elections it received 2.41% of the popular vote and won two of the Council's 132 seats. The party presents itself as an alternative to the two-party system of Hamas[image: External link] and Fatah[image: External link].
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 Poland




Civic Platform[image: External link] (PO), ruling in 2007–2015, began in 2001 as a rightist party, but later, under the leadership of Donald Tusk, turned into typical centrist. Depending on the context, it is described as either Christian Democratic (since it is a member of European People's Party[image: External link]), conservative, liberal, or social. Its pragmatism, technocracy and lack of ideology have been nevertheless criticized and currently, under the new leader Grzegorz Schetyna[image: External link], it is returning to the right. Other political groups like Polish People's Party[image: External link] (PSL) may be described as centrist too (in Poland, national-moral right-wing is usually at the same time economical left, and vice versa).
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 South Korea




There are 'People's Party[image: External link]'[10] and 'Evergreen Korea Party[image: External link]'[11] in the centrist political parties, advocating centrism in Korea.

The Bareun Party[image: External link] insists on "Centrist conservatism"[12], It is close to liberal conservatism[image: External link].

Together Democratic Party[image: External link] does not have the insist centrism ideology. It implies an ideology similar to the Social liberalism that the US Democratic Party is proposing.
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 Spain




The only national party that defends itself as a centrist party is Citizens[image: External link]; its program tends to go both left and right ways. This party, however, is seen as a left party by conservatives and as a right party by socialists voters. In Catalonia, where the party was born, many people even consider it as an extreme right-wing party, considering its fierce opposition to nationalism. Not even the media agree on its place; several newspapers from different ideologies manifest that Citizens is either left or right, depending on their political line. Regardless of subjective opinions, the truth is that Ciudadanos has always tried to reach agreements[13] with the national party which, according to several opinion polls, Spanish voters most traditionally considered to be the closest to the centre: Union, Progress and Democracy[image: External link] (UPyD). This popular perception was pointed out by UPyD, which positions itself simultaneously on the political centre and cross-sectionalism, thus embracing ideas across the political spectrum.[14][15] UPyD has lost a great deal of its voters to Ciudadanos,[16] the latter counting with 40 representatives in the Spanish Congress in the last election. Electors also consider as centrists the Convergence and Union[image: External link] coalition from Catalonia[image: External link] and the Basque Nationalist Party[image: External link] from the Spanish Basque Country[image: External link], although these two usually consider themselves as right-centrist parties.[17]
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 United Kingdom




In the late 1990s, the traditionally socialist Labour Party[image: External link], under the leadership of Tony Blair[image: External link], began to move towards a centrist Third Way[image: External link] policy platform, creating the New Labour[image: External link] movement.

Traditionally, however, the party commonly seen as holding the centre ground is the Liberal Democrats[image: External link] (and its predecessor the Liberal Party[image: External link]), which is placed between the centre left and the radical centre. In March 2011, Nick Clegg[image: External link], the leader of the Liberal Democrats[image: External link] and Deputy Prime Minister of the United Kingdom[image: External link], stated that he believed that his party belonged to the radical centre, mentioning John Maynard Keynes[image: External link], William Beveridge[image: External link], Jo Grimond[image: External link], David Lloyd George[image: External link] and John Stuart Mill[image: External link] as examples of the radical centre that preceded the Liberal Democrats' establishment in 1988. He pointed to liberalism as an ideology of people, and described the political spectrum and his party's position as follows: "For the left, an obsession with the state. For the right, a worship of the market. But as liberals, we place our faith in people. People with power and opportunity in their hands. Our opponents try to divide us with their outdated labels of left and right. But we are not on the left and we are not on the right. We have our own label: Liberal. We are liberals and we own the freehold to the centre ground of British politics. Our politics is the politics of the radical centre."

In the 2000s, David Cameron[image: External link] also moved the Conservative Party towards the centre, allowing his party to be elected in 2010[image: External link] in a coalition with the Liberal Democrats[image: External link]. In the 2015 election[image: External link] the Conservatives gained a majority and the Liberal Democrats lost most of their seats.
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 United States




Independent candidate H. Ross Perot garnered nearly 19% of the popular vote in the 1992 presidential election[image: External link]. His "get under the hood" campaign focusing on balancing the budget has been one of the most successful centrist efforts in U.S. history,[18] but he did not carry a single state in the Electoral College[image: External link]. He went on to form the Reform Party[image: External link] and run a second time in the 1996 presidential election[image: External link] with less success.

A late-2011 Gallup poll of Americans' attitudes towards government reported that 17% expressed conservative views, 22% expressed libertarian views, 20% expressed communitarian views, 17% expressed centrist views, and 24% expressed liberal views.[19]

Americans Elect[image: External link], a coalition of American centrists funded by wealthy donors such as business magnate Michael Bloomberg[image: External link], former junk-bond[image: External link] trader Peter Ackerman[image: External link], and hedge fund[image: External link] manager John H. Burbank III, launched an effort in mid-2011 to create a national 'virtual primary' that would challenge the current two-party system. The group aims to nominate a presidential ticket of centrists with names that would be on ballots in all 50 states. The group banks on broad cultural dissatisfaction with the partisan gridlock in Washington, D.C. The Christian Science Monitor[image: External link] has stated that "the political climate couldn't be riper for a serious third-party alternative" such as their effort, but the "hurdles Americans Elect faces are daunting" to get on ballots.[18]

Journalist and political commentator E. J. Dionne[image: External link] wrote in his book Why Americans Hate Politics, published on the eve of the 1992 presidential election[image: External link], that he believes American voters are looking for a "New Political Center" that intermixes "liberal instincts" and "conservative values". He labelled people in this centre position as "tolerant traditionalists". He described them as believers in conventional social morals that ensure family stability, as tolerant within reason to those who challenge those morals, and as pragmatically supportive of government intervention in spheres such as education, child care, and health care, as long as budgets are balanced.[20]

Washington political journalist Linda Killian wrote in her 2012 book The Swing Vote that Americans are frustrated with Congress and its dysfunction and inability to do its job. A growing number of Americans are not satisfied with the political process because a number of factors such as influx of money into politics and the influence of special interests and lobbyists. The book classifies four types of independent voters including " NPR[image: External link] Republicans[image: External link]", "America First Democrats[image: External link]", "The Facebook[image: External link] Generation" and " Starbucks[image: External link] Moms and Dads" who will be big determinates of swing votes in the 2012 presidential election.[21]

Centrists in the two major US political parties are often found in the New Democrat Coalition[22] and the Blue Dog Coalition[image: External link] of the Democratic Party and the Republican Main Street Partnership[image: External link] of the Republican Party. Outside of the two major parties, some centrists inhabit the Libertarian Party[23] and independent candidacy movements, such as The Centrist Project co-founded by Charles Wheelan[image: External link].
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Arkansas






This article is about the U.S. state[image: External link] of Arkansas. For the river, see Arkansas River[image: External link]. For other uses, see Arkansas (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Arkansas ( i[image: External link]/'a:rkenso: /[image: External link]) is a state[image: External link] located in the southeastern region of the United States[image: External link], home to over 3 million people as of 2017.[7][8] Its name is of Siouan[image: External link] derivation from the language of the Osage[image: External link] denoting their related kin, the Quapaw[image: External link] Indians[image: External link].[9] The state's diverse geography ranges from the mountainous regions of the Ozark[image: External link] and the Ouachita Mountains[image: External link], which make up the U.S. Interior Highlands[image: External link], to the densely forested land in the south known as the Arkansas Timberlands[image: External link], to the eastern lowlands along the Mississippi River[image: External link] and the Arkansas Delta[image: External link].

Arkansas is the 29th largest by area[image: External link] and the 33rd most populous[image: External link] of the 50 United States[image: External link]. The capital and most populous city is Little Rock, located in the central portion of the state, a hub for transportation, business, culture, and government. The northwestern corner of the state, such as the Fayetteville–Springdale–Rogers Metropolitan Area[image: External link] and Fort Smith metropolitan area[image: External link], is a population, education, and economic center. The largest city in the eastern part of the state is Jonesboro. The largest city in the southeastern part of the state is Pine Bluff[image: External link].

The Territory of Arkansas[image: External link] was admitted to the Union[image: External link] as the 25th state on June 15, 1836.[10] In 1861 Arkansas withdrew from the United States and joined the Confederate States of America[image: External link] during the Civil War[image: External link]. Upon returning to the Union in 1868, the state would continue to suffer due to its earlier reliance on slavery[image: External link] and the plantation economy[image: External link], causing the state to fall behind economically and socially. White[image: External link] rural interests continued to dominate the state's politics until the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link]. Arkansas began to diversify its economy following World War II and relies on its service industry, aircraft, poultry, steel, tourism, cotton, and rice.

The culture of Arkansas[image: External link] is observable in museums, theaters, novels, television shows, restaurants, and athletic venues across the state. Arkansas's enduring image has earned the state "a special place in the American consciousness",[11] people such as politician and educational advocate William Fulbright[image: External link], former President Bill Clinton who served as the 40th and 42nd Governor of Arkansas (and his wife, former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton), former NATO[image: External link] Supreme Allied Commander[image: External link] General Wesley Clark, Walmart magnate Sam Walton[image: External link],[12] singer-songwriters Johnny Cash[image: External link] and Glen Campbell[image: External link], the poet C.D. Wright[image: External link], and physicist William L. McMillan[image: External link], who was a pioneer in superconductor research; have all lived in Arkansas.
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 Etymology




The name Arkansas derives from the same root as the name for the state of Kansas[image: External link]. The Kansa[image: External link] tribe of Native Americans[image: External link] are closely associated with the Sioux[image: External link] tribes of the Great Plains[image: External link]. The word "Arkansas" itself is a French pronunciation ("Arcansas") of a Quapaw[image: External link] (a related "Kaw" tribe) word, akakaze, meaning "land of downriver people" or the Sioux[image: External link] word akakaze meaning "people of the south wind".

In 1881, the pronunciation of Arkansas with the final "s" being silent was made official by an act of the state legislature after a dispute arose between Arkansas's two U.S. senators as one favored the pronunciation as /'a:rkenso: /[image: External link] AR -kən-saw[image: External link] while the other favored /a:r'kaenzes /[image: External link] ar-KAN -zəs[image: External link].[c]

In 2007, the state legislature passed a non-binding resolution declaring the possessive form of the state's name to be Arkansas's which has been followed increasingly by the state government.[14]
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of Arkansas[image: External link]
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 Boundaries




Arkansas borders Louisiana[image: External link] to the south, Texas[image: External link] to the southwest, Oklahoma[image: External link] to the west, Missouri[image: External link] to the north, as well as Tennessee[image: External link] and Mississippi[image: External link] on the east. The United States Census Bureau[image: External link] classifies Arkansas as a southern state, sub-categorized among the West South Central States[image: External link].[8] The Mississippi River[image: External link] forms most of Arkansas's eastern border, except in Clay[image: External link] and Greene[image: External link], counties where the St. Francis River[image: External link] forms the western boundary of the Missouri Bootheel[image: External link], and in many places where the channel of the Mississippi has meandered (or been straightened by man) from the location of its o>
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 Terrain




Arkansas can generally be split into two halves, the highlands in the northwest half and the lowlands of the southeastern half.[15] The highlands are part of the Southern Interior Highlands, including The Ozarks[image: External link] and the Ouachita Mountains[image: External link]. The southern lowlands include the Gulf Coastal Plain[image: External link] and the Arkansas Delta[image: External link].[16] This dual split can yield to general regions named northwest, southwest, northeast, southeast, or central Arkansas. These directionally named regions are broad and not defined along county lines. Arkansas has seven distinct natural regions: the Ozark Mountains, Ouachita Mountains, Arkansas River Valley[image: External link], Gulf Coastal Plain, Crowley's Ridge[image: External link], and the Arkansas Delta, with Central Arkansas[image: External link] sometimes included as a blend of multiple regions.[17]

The southeastern part of Arkansas along the Mississippi Alluvial Plain[image: External link] is sometimes called the Arkansas Delta. This region is a flat landscape of rich alluvial soils formed by repeated flooding[image: External link] of the adjacent Mississippi. Farther away from the river, in the southeast portion of the state, the Grand Prairie consists of a more undulating landscape. Both are fertile agricultural areas. The Delta region is bisected by a geological formation known as Crowley's Ridge[image: External link]. A narrow band of rolling hills, Crowley's Ridge rises from 250 to 500 feet (76 to 152 m) above the surrounding alluvial plain and underlies many of the major towns of eastern Arkansas.[18]

Northwest Arkansas is part of the Ozark Plateau[image: External link] including the Ozark Mountains[image: External link], to the south are the Ouachita Mountains[image: External link], and these regions are divided by the Arkansas River[image: External link]; the southern and eastern parts of Arkansas are called the Lowlands.[19] These mountain ranges are part of the U.S. Interior Highlands[image: External link] region, the only major mountainous region between the Rocky Mountains[image: External link] and the Appalachian Mountains[image: External link].[20] The highest point in the state is Mount Magazine[image: External link] in the Ouachita Mountains[image: External link],[21] which rises to 2,753 feet (839 m) above sea level.[6]
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 Hydrology




Arkansas has many rivers, lakes, and reservoirs within or along its borders. Major tributaries of the Mississippi River include the Arkansas River, the White River[image: External link], and the St. Francis River[image: External link].[22] The Arkansas is fed by the Mulberry River[image: External link] and the Fourche LaFave River[image: External link] in the Arkansas River Valley, which is also home to Lake Dardanelle[image: External link]. The Buffalo River[image: External link], Little Red River[image: External link], Black River[image: External link] and Cache River[image: External link] all serve as tributaries to the White River[image: External link], which also empties into the Mississippi. The Saline River[image: External link], Little Missouri River[image: External link], Bayou Bartholomew[image: External link], and the Caddo River[image: External link] all serve as tributaries to the Ouachita River[image: External link] in south Arkansas, which eventually empties into the Mississippi[image: External link] in Louisiana. The Red River[image: External link] briefly serves as the state's boundary with Texas.[23] Arkansas has few natural lakes and many reservoirs,[ quantify[image: External link]] such as Bull Shoals Lake[image: External link], Lake Ouachita[image: External link], Greers Ferry Lake[image: External link], Millwood Lake[image: External link], Beaver Lake[image: External link], Norfork Lake[image: External link], DeGray Lake[image: External link], and Lake Conway[image: External link].[24]

Arkansas is home to many caves[image: External link], such as Blanchard Springs Caverns[image: External link]. More than 43,000 Native American living, hunting and tool making sites, many of them Pre-Columbian burial mounds and rock shelters, have been cataloged by the State Archeologist. Crater of Diamonds State Park[image: External link] near Murfreesboro[image: External link] is the world's only diamond-bearing site accessible to the public for digging.[25][26] Arkansas is home to a dozen Wilderness Areas totaling 158,444 acres (641.20 km2).[27] These areas are set aside for outdoor recreation and are open to hunting, fishing, hiking, and primitive camping. No mechanized vehicles nor developed campgrounds are allowed in these areas.[28]
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 Flora and fauna




Arkansas is divided into three broad ecoregions, the Ozark, Ouachita-Appalachian Forests, Mississippi Alluvial and Southeast USA Coastal Plains, and the Southeastern USA Plainsand two biomes, the subtropical coniferous forest and the temperate deciduous forest.[29] The state is further divided into seven subregions: the Arkansas Valley, Boston Mountains[image: External link], Mississippi Alluvial Plain[image: External link], Mississippi Valley Loess Plain[image: External link], Ozark Highlands, Ouachita Mountains, and the South Central Plains.[30] A 2010 United States Forest Service[image: External link] survey determined 18,720,000 acres (7,580,000 ha) of Arkansas's land is forestland, or 56% of the state's total area.[31] Dominant species in Arkansas's forests include Quercus[image: External link] (oak), Carya[image: External link] (hickory), Pinus echinata[image: External link] (shortleaf pine) and Pinus taeda[image: External link] (loblolly pine).[32][33]

Arkansas's plant life varies with its climate and elevation. The pine belt[image: External link] stretching from the Arkansas delta to Texas consists of dense oak-hickory-pine growth. Lumbering and paper milling activity is active throughout the region.[34] In eastern Arkansas, one can find Taxodium[image: External link] (cypress), Quercus nigra[image: External link] (water oaks), and hickories with their roots submerged in the Mississippi Valley bayous indicative of the deep south.[35] Nearby Crowley's Ridge is only home of the tulip tree[image: External link] in the state, and generally hosts more northeastern plant life such as the beech[image: External link] tree.[36] The northwestern highlands are covered in an oak-hickory mixture, with Ozark white cedars[image: External link], cornus[image: External link] (dogwoods), and Cercis canadensis[image: External link] (redbuds) also present. The higher peaks in the Arkansas River Valley play host to scores of ferns, including the Woodsia scopulina[image: External link] and Adiantum[image: External link] (maidenhair fern) on Mount Magazine.[37]
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 Climate




Arkansas generally has a humid subtropical climate[image: External link]. While not bordering the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link], Arkansas is still close enough to this warm, large body of water for it to influence the weather in the state. Generally, Arkansas has hot, humid summers and slightly drier, mild to cool winters. In Little Rock, the daily high temperatures average around 93 °F (34 °C) with lows around 73 °F (23 °C) in July. In January highs average around 51 °F (11 °C) and lows around 32 °F (0 °C). In Siloam Springs[image: External link] in the northwest part of the state, the average high and low temperatures in July are 89 and 67 °F (32 and 19 °C) and in January the average high and lows are 44 and 23 °F (7 and −5 °C). Annual precipitation throughout the state averages between about 40 and 60 inches (1,000 and 1,500 mm); somewhat wetter in the south and drier in the northern part of the state.[38] Snowfall is infrequent but most common in the northern half of the state.[22] The half of the state south of Little Rock is more apt to see ice storms. Arkansas' all-time record high is 120 °F (49 °C) at Ozark[image: External link] on August 10, 1936; the all-time record low is −29 °F (−34 °C) at Gravette[image: External link], on February 13, 1905.[39]

Arkansas is known for extreme weather and frequent storms. A typical year will see thunderstorms, tornadoes, hail, snow and ice storms. Between both the Great Plains[image: External link] and the Gulf States[image: External link], Arkansas receives around 60 days of thunderstorms. Arkansas is located in Tornado Alley[image: External link], and as a result, a few of the most destructive tornadoes in U.S. history have struck the state. While being sufficiently away from the coast to be safe from a direct hit from a hurricane, Arkansas can often get the remnants of a tropical system[image: External link] which dumps tremendous amounts of rain in a short time and often spawns smaller tornadoes.



	Monthly Normal High and Low Temperatures For Various Arkansas Cities



	City
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Avg



	Fayetteville[image: External link][40]
	44/24

(7/-4)
	51/29

(10/-2)
	59/38

(15/3)
	69/46

(20/8)
	76/55

(24/13)
	84/64

(29/18)
	89/69

(32/20)
	89/67

(32/19)
	81/59

(27/15)
	70/47

(21/9)
	57/37

(14/3)
	48/28

(9/-2)
	68/47

(20/8)



	Jonesboro[41]
	45/26

(7/-3)
	51/30

(11/-1)
	61/40

(16/4)
	71/49

(22/9)
	80/58

(26/15)
	88/67

(31/19)
	92/71

(34/22)
	91/69

(33/20)
	84/61

(29/16)
	74/49

(23/9)
	60/39

(15/4)
	49/30

(10/-1)
	71/49

(21/9)



	Little Rock[42]
	51/31

(11/-1)
	55/35

(13/2)
	64/43

(18/6)
	73/51

(23/11)
	81/61

(27/16)
	89/69

(32/21)
	93/73

(34/23)
	93/72

(34/22)
	86/65

(30/18)
	75/53

(24/12)
	63/42

(17/6)
	52/34

(11/1)
	73/51

(23/11)



	Texarkana[43]
	53/31

(11/-1)
	58/34

(15/1)
	67/42

(19/5)
	75/50

(24/10)
	82/60

(28/16)
	89/68

(32/20)
	93/72

(34/22)
	93/71

(34/21)
	86/64

(30/18)
	76/52

(25/11)
	64/41

(18/5)
	55/33

(13/1)
	74/52

(23/11)



	Monticello[image: External link][44]
	52/30

(11/-1)
	58/34

(14/1)
	66/43

(19/6)
	74/49

(23/10)
	82/59

(28/15)
	89/66

(32/19)
	92/70

(34/21)
	92/68

(33/20)
	86/62

(30/17)
	76/50

(25/10)
	64/41

(18/5)
	55/34

(13/1)
	74/51

(23/10)



	Fort Smith[image: External link][45]
	48/27

(8/-2)
	54/32

(12/0)
	64/40

(17/4)
	73/49

(22/9)
	80/58

(26/14)
	87/67

(30/19)
	92/71

(33/21)
	92/70

(33/21)
	84/62

(29/17)
	75/50

(23/10)
	61/39

(16/4)
	50/31

(10/0)
	72/50

(22/10)



	Average high °F/average low °F (average high °C/average low°C)
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 History




Main article: History of Arkansas[image: External link]
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 Early Arkansas through territorial period




Before European settlement of North America, Arkansas was inhabited by indigenous peoples for thousands of years. The Caddo[image: External link], Osage[image: External link], and Quapaw[image: External link] peoples encountered European explorers. The first of these Europeans was Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto[image: External link] in 1541, who crossed the Mississippi and marched across central Arkansas, the Ozark Mountains, and all the way to Texas. Around McArthur, Arkansas[image: External link], he led a Spanish raid against the Quigualtam tribe, slaying men, women and children without mercy. De Soto died there the next day, in May 1542, opting for a watery burial in order to hide from the Natives that he was not a deity, and was a mortal. While he was dumped into the Mississippi River, the once rich De Soto's will read: "four Indian slaves, three horses and 700 hogs".[46] Later explorers included the French Jacques Marquette[image: External link] and Louis Jolliet[image: External link] in 1673, and Frenchmen Robert La Salle[image: External link] and Henri de Tonti[image: External link] in 1681.[47][48] De Tonti established Arkansas Post[image: External link] at a Quapaw village in 1686, making it the first European settlement in the territory.[49] The early Spanish or French explorers of the state gave it its name, which is probably a phonetic spelling of the Illinois[image: External link] tribe's name for the Quapaw[image: External link] people, who lived downriver from them.[50][c] The name Arkansas has been pronounced and spelled in a variety of fashions. The region was organized as the Territory of Arkansaw[image: External link] on July 4, 1819, with the territory admitted to the United States as the state of Arkansas on June 15, 1836. The name was historically /'a:rkenso: /[image: External link], /a:r'kaenzes /[image: External link], and several other variants. Historically and modernly, the people of Arkansas call themselves either "Arkansans" or "Arkansawyers". In 1881, the Arkansas General Assembly passed Arkansas Code 1-4-105 (official text[image: External link]):


Whereas, confusion of practice has arisen in the pronunciation of the name of our state and it is deemed important that the true pronunciation should be determined for use in oral official proceedings.




And, whereas, the matter has been thoroughly investigated by the State Historical Society and the Eclectic Society of Little Rock, which have agreed upon the correct pronunciation as derived from history, and the early usage of the American immigrants.




Be it therefore resolved by both houses of the General Assembly, that the only true pronunciation of the name of the state, in the opinion of this body, is that received by the French from the native Indians and committed to writing in the French word representing the sound. It should be pronounced in three (3) syllables, with the final "s" silent, the "a" in each syllable with the Italian sound, and the accent on the first and last syllables. The pronunciation with the accent on the second syllable with the sound of "a" in "man" and the sounding of the terminal "s" is an innovation to be discouraged.



Citizens of the state of Kansas[image: External link] often pronounce the Arkansas River[image: External link] as /a:r'kaenzes 'rIver /[image: External link], in a manner similar to the common pronunciation of the name of their state.

Settlers, such as fur trappers, moved to Arkansas in the early 18th century. These people used Arkansas Post as a home base and entrepôt[image: External link].[49] During the colonial period, Arkansas changed hands between France[image: External link] and Spain[image: External link] following the Seven Years' War[image: External link], although neither showed interest in the remote settlement of Arkansas Post.[51] In April 1783, Arkansas saw its only battle of the American Revolutionary War[image: External link], a brief siege[image: External link] of the post by British Captain James Colbert with the assistance of the Choctaw[image: External link] and Chickasaw[image: External link].[52]

Napoleon Bonaparte[image: External link] sold French Louisiana[image: External link] to the United States in 1803, including all of Arkansas, in a transaction known today as the Louisiana Purchase[image: External link]. French soldiers remained as a garrison at Arkansas Post[image: External link]. Following the purchase, the balanced give-and-take relationship between settlers and Native Americans began to change all along the frontier, including in Arkansas.[53] Following a controversy over allowing slavery in the territory[image: External link], the Territory of Arkansas[image: External link] was organized on July 4, 1819.[c] Gradual emancipation in Arkansas was struck down by one vote, the Speaker of the House[image: External link] Henry Clay[image: External link], allowing Arkansas to organize as a slave territory.[54]

Slavery[image: External link] became a wedge issue in Arkansas, forming a geographic divide that remained for decades. The owners and operators of the cotton plantation economy[image: External link] in southeast Arkansas firmly supported slavery, as slave labor[image: External link] was perceived by them to be the best or "only" economically viable method of harvesting their cotton commodity crops.[55] The "hill country" of northwest Arkansas was unable to grow cotton and relied on a cash-scarce, subsistence farming[image: External link] economy.[56]

As European Americans settled throughout the East Coast and into the Midwest, in the 1830s the United States government forced the removal[image: External link] of many Native American[image: External link] tribes to Arkansas and Indian Territory[image: External link] west of the Mississippi River[image: External link].

Additional Native American removals began in earnest during the territorial period, with final Quapaw removal complete by 1833 as they were pushed into Indian Territory.[57] The capital was relocated from Arkansas Post to Little Rock in 1821, during the territorial period.[58]
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 Statehood, Civil War and Reconstruction




When Arkansas applied for statehood, the slavery issue was again raised in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]. Congress eventually approved the Arkansas Constitution[image: External link] after a 25-hour session, admitting Arkansas on June 15, 1836 as the 25th state and the 13th slave state[image: External link], having a population of about 60,000.[59] Arkansas struggled with taxation to support its new state government, a problem made worse by a state banking scandal[image: External link] and worse yet by the Panic of 1837[image: External link].

In early antebellum Arkansas, the southeast Arkansas economy developed rapidly on slavery. On the eve of the Civil War in 1860, enslaved African Americans numbered 111,115 people, just over 25% of the state's population.[60] Plantation agriculture would set the state and region behind the nation for decades.[61] The wealth developed among planters of southeast Arkansas caused a political rift to form between the northwest and southeast.[62]

Many politicians were elected to office from the Family[image: External link], the Southern rights political force in antebellum Arkansas. Residents generally wanted to avoid a civil war. When the Gulf states seceded in early 1861, Arkansas voted to remain in the Union.[62] Arkansas did not secede until Abraham Lincoln demanded Arkansas troops be sent to Fort Sumter[image: External link] to quell the rebellion there[image: External link]. The following month a state convention voted to terminate Arkansas's membership in the Union and join the Confederate States of America[image: External link].[62]

Arkansas held a very important position for the Rebels, maintaining control of the Mississippi River[image: External link] and surrounding Southern states. The bloody Battle of Wilson's Creek[image: External link] just across the border in Missouri shocked many Arkansans who thought the war would be a quick and decisive Southern victory. Battles early in the war took place in northwest Arkansas, including the Battle of Cane Hill[image: External link], Battle of Pea Ridge[image: External link], and Battle of Prairie Grove[image: External link]. Union General Samuel Curtis[image: External link] swept across the state to Helena[image: External link] in the Delta in 1862. Little Rock was captured the following year. The government shifted the state Confederate capital to Hot Springs, and then again to Washington[image: External link] from 1863-1865, for the remainder of the war. Throughout the state, guerrilla[image: External link] warfare ravaged the countryside and destroyed cities.[63] Passion for the Confederate cause waned after implementation of programs such as the draft, high taxes, and martial law.

Under the Military Reconstruction Act[image: External link], Congress declared Arkansas restored to the Union in June 1868, after the Legislature accepted the 14th Amendment. The Republican-controlled reconstruction legislature established universal male suffrage (though temporarily disfranchising former Confederate Army officers, who were all Democrats), a public education system for blacks and whites, and passed general issues to improve the state and help more of the population. The State soon came under control of the Radical Republicans[image: External link] and Unionists, and led by Governor Powell Clayton, they presided over a time of great upheaval as Confederate sympathizers and the Ku Klux Klan[image: External link] fought the new developments, particularly voting rights for African Americans.

In 1874, the Brooks-Baxter War[image: External link], a political struggle between factions of the Republican Party[image: External link] shook Little Rock and the state governorship. It was settled only when President Ulysses S. Grant ordered Joseph Brooks to disperse his militant supporters.[64]

Following the Brooks-Baxter War, a new state constitution was ratified, re-enfranchising former Confederates.

In 1881, the Arkansas state legislature enacted a bill that adopted an official pronunciation of the state's name, to combat a controversy then simmering. (See Law and Government below.)

After Reconstruction, the state began to receive more immigrants[image: External link] and migrants[image: External link]. Chinese, Italian[image: External link], and Syrian[image: External link] men were recruited for farm labor in the developing Delta region. None of these nationalities stayed long at farm labor; the Chinese especially quickly became small merchants in towns around the Delta. Many Chinese became such successful merchants in small towns that they were able to educate their children at college.[65]

Some early 20th-century immigration included people from eastern Europe. Together, these immigrants made the Delta more diverse than the rest of the state. In the same years, some black migrants moved into the area because of opportunities to develop the bottomlands and own their own property.

Construction of railroads enabled more farmers to get their products to market. It also brought new development into different parts of the state, including the Ozarks, where some areas were developed as resorts. In a few years at the end of the 19th century, for instance, Eureka Springs[image: External link] in Carroll County[image: External link] grew to 10,000 people, rapidly becoming a tourist destination and the fourth-largest city of the state. It featured newly constructed, elegant resort hotels and spas planned around its natural springs, considered to have healthful properties. The town's attractions included horse racing and other entertainment. It appealed to a wide variety of classes, becoming almost as popular as Hot Springs.

In the late 1880s, the worsening agricultural depression catalyzed Populist and third party movements, leading to interracial coalitions. Struggling to stay in power, in the 1890s the Democrats in Arkansas followed other Southern states in passing legislation and constitutional amendments that disfranchised[image: External link] blacks and poor whites. Democrats wanted to prevent their alliance.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1891 state legislators passed a requirement for a literacy test[image: External link], knowing that many blacks and whites would be excluded, at a time when more than 25% of the population could neither read nor write. In 1892 they amended the state constitution to require a poll tax[image: External link] and more complex residency requirements, both of which adversely affected poor people and sharecroppers, forcing most blacks and many poor whites from voter rolls.

By 1900 the Democratic Party expanded use of the white primary[image: External link] in county and state elections, further denying blacks a part in the political process. Only in the primary was there any competition among candidates, as Democrats held all the power. The state was a Democratic one-party state for decades, until after passage of the federal Civil Rights Act of 1964[image: External link] and Voting Rights Act of 1965[image: External link] to enforce constitutional rights.[66]

Between 1905 and 1911, Arkansas began to receive a small immigration of German[image: External link], Slovak[image: External link], and Scots-Irish from Europe. The German and Slovak peoples settled in the eastern part of the state known as the Prairie[image: External link], and the Irish founded small communities in the southeast part of the state. The Germans were mostly Lutheran and the Slovaks were primarily Catholic. The Irish were mostly Protestant from Ulster[image: External link], of Scots and Northern Borders descent.

Based on the order of President Franklin D. Roosevelt given shortly after Imperial Japan[image: External link]'s attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link], nearly 16,000 Japanese Americans[image: External link] were forcibly removed from the West Coast of the United States[image: External link] and incarcerated in two internment camp located in the Arkansas Delta[image: External link].[67] The Rohwer Camp[image: External link] in Desha County[image: External link] operated from September 1942 to November 1945 and its peak interned 8,475 prisoners.[67] The Jerome War Relocation Center[image: External link] in Drew County[image: External link] operated from October 1942 to June 1944 and held c. 8,000 prisoners.[67]

After the Supreme Court's decision in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas[image: External link] in 1954 that segregation in public schools was unconstitutional, some students worked to integrate schools in the state. The Little Rock Nine[image: External link] brought Arkansas to national attention in 1957 when the Federal government had to intervene to protect African-American students trying to integrate a high school in the Arkansas capital. Governor Orval Faubus had ordered the Arkansas National Guard[image: External link] to aid segregationists in preventing nine African-American students from enrolling at Little Rock's Central High School. After attempting three times to contact Faubus, President Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link] sent 1000 troops from the active-duty 101st Airborne Division to escort and protect the African-American students as they entered school on September 25, 1957. In defiance of federal court orders to integrate, the governor and city of Little Rock decided to close the high schools for the remainder of the school year. By the fall of 1959, the Little Rock high schools were completely integrated.[68]

Bill Clinton, the 42nd President of the United States, was born in Hope, Arkansas. Before his presidency, Clinton served as the 40th and 42nd Governor of Arkansas[image: External link], a total of nearly 12 years.
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 Cities and towns




See also: List of cities and towns in Arkansas[image: External link], Arkansas metropolitan areas[image: External link], and List of townships in Arkansas[image: External link]


Little Rock has been Arkansas's capital city[image: External link] since 1821 when it replaced Arkansas Post[image: External link] as the capital of the Territory of Arkansas[image: External link].[69] The state capitol was moved to Hot Springs and later Washington[image: External link] during the Civil War[image: External link] when the Union armies threatened the city in 1862, and state government did not return to Little Rock until after the war ended. Today, the Little Rock–North Little Rock–Conway metropolitan area[image: External link] is the largest in the state, with a population of 724,385 in 2013.[70]

The Fayetteville–Springdale–Rogers Metropolitan Area[image: External link] is the second-largest metropolitan area in Arkansas, growing at the fastest rate due to the influx of businesses and the growth of the University of Arkansas and Walmart[image: External link].[71]

The state has eight cities with populations above 50,000 (based on 2010 census). In descending order of size, they are: Little Rock, Fort Smith[image: External link], Fayetteville[image: External link], Springdale[image: External link], Jonesboro, North Little Rock[image: External link], Conway[image: External link], and Rogers[image: External link]. Of these, only Fort Smith and Jonesboro are outside the two largest metropolitan areas. Other cities are located in Arkansas such as Pine Bluff[image: External link], Crossett[image: External link], Bryant[image: External link], Lake Village[image: External link], Hot Springs, Bentonville[image: External link], Texarkana, Sherwood[image: External link], Jacksonville[image: External link], Russellville[image: External link], Bella Vista[image: External link], West Memphis[image: External link], Paragould[image: External link], Cabot[image: External link], Searcy[image: External link], Van Buren[image: External link], El Dorado[image: External link], Blytheville[image: External link], Harrison[image: External link], Dumas[image: External link], Rison[image: External link], Warren[image: External link], and Mountain Home[image: External link].
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 Demographics





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Population




Main article: Demographics of Arkansas[image: External link]


The United States Census Bureau[image: External link] estimates that the population of Arkansas was 2,978,204 on July 1, 2015, a 2.14% increase since the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[2]

As of 2015, Arkansas has an estimated population of 2,978,204.[2] From fewer than 15,000 in 1820, Arkansas's population grew to 52,240 during a special census in 1835, far exceeding the 40,000 required to apply for statehood.[72] Following statehood in 1836, the population doubled each decade until the 1870 Census[image: External link] conducted following the Civil War. The state recorded growth in each successive decade, although it gradually slowed in the 20th century.

It recorded population losses in the 1950[image: External link] and 1960 Censuses[image: External link]. This outmigration was a result of multiple factors, including farm mechanization, decreasing labor demand, and young educated people leaving the state due to a lack of non-farming industry in the state.[73] Arkansas again began to grow, recording positive growth rates ever since and exceeding the 2 million mark during the 1980 Census[image: External link].[74] Arkansas's rate of change, age distributions, and gender distributions mirror national averages. Minority group[image: External link] data also approximates national averages. There are fewer people in Arkansas of Hispanic or Latino origin than the national average.[75] The center of population[image: External link] of Arkansas for 2000 was located in Perry County[image: External link], near Nogal.[76]



	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1810[image: External link]
	1,062
	
	—



	1820[image: External link]
	14,273
	
	1,244.0%



	1830[image: External link]
	30,388
	
	112.9%



	1840[image: External link]
	97,574
	
	221.1%



	1850[image: External link]
	209,897
	
	115.1%



	1860[image: External link]
	435,450
	
	107.5%



	1870[image: External link]
	484,471
	
	11.3%



	1880[image: External link]
	802,525
	
	65.6%



	1890[image: External link]
	1,128,211
	
	40.6%



	1900[image: External link]
	1,311,564
	
	16.3%



	1910[image: External link]
	1,574,449
	
	20.0%



	1920[image: External link]
	1,752,204
	
	11.3%



	1930[image: External link]
	1,854,482
	
	5.8%



	1940[image: External link]
	1,949,387
	
	5.1%



	1950[image: External link]
	1,909,511
	
	−2.0%



	1960[image: External link]
	1,786,272
	
	−6.5%



	1970[image: External link]
	1,923,295
	
	7.7%



	1980[image: External link]
	2,286,435
	
	18.9%



	1990[image: External link]
	2,350,725
	
	2.8%



	2000[image: External link]
	2,673,400
	
	13.7%



	2010[image: External link]
	2,915,918
	
	9.1%



	Est. 2016
	2,988,248
	
	2.5%



	Source: 1910-2010[77]

2016 estimate[2]
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 Ancestry




In terms of race and ethnicity, the state was 80.1% white (74.2% non-Hispanic white[image: External link]), 15.6% black or African American[image: External link], 0.9% American Indian[image: External link] and Alaska Native[image: External link], 1.3% Asian[image: External link], and 1.8% from two or more races. Hispanics[image: External link] or Latinos of any race made up 6.6% of the population.[78]

As of 2011, 39.0% of Arkansas's population younger than age 1 were minorities.[79]



	Arkansas Racial Breakdown of Population



	Racial composition
	1990[80]
	2000[81]
	2010[82]



	White[image: External link]
	82.7%
	80.0%
	77.0%



	African American[image: External link]
	15.9%
	15.7%
	15.4%



	Asian[image: External link]
	0.5%
	0.8%
	1.2%



	Native[image: External link]
	0.5%
	0.7%
	0.8%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and

other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	–
	0.1%
	0.2%



	Other race[image: External link]
	0.3%
	1.5%
	3.4%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	–
	1.3%
	2.0%




European Americans have a strong presence in the northwestern Ozarks[image: External link] and the central part of the state. African Americans live mainly in the southern and eastern parts of the state. Arkansans of Irish, English and German ancestry are mostly found in the far northwestern Ozarks near the Missouri border. Ancestors of the Irish in the Ozarks were chiefly Scots-Irish[image: External link], Protestants from Northern Ireland[image: External link], the Scottish[image: External link] lowlands and northern England part of the largest group of immigrants from Great Britain[image: External link] and Ireland[image: External link] before the American Revolution. English[image: External link] and Scots-Irish[image: External link] immigrants settled throughout the backcountry of the South and in the more mountainous areas. Americans of English[image: External link] stock are found throughout the state.[83]

The principal ancestries of Arkansas's residents in 2010 were surveyed to be the following:[84]


	15.5% African American[image: External link]


	12.3% Irish[image: External link]


	11.5% German[image: External link]


	11.0% American[image: External link]


	10.1% English[image: External link]


	4.7% Mexican[image: External link]


	2.1% French[image: External link]


	1.7% Scottish[image: External link]


	1.7% Dutch[image: External link]


	1.6% Italian[image: External link]


	1.4% Scots-Irish[image: External link]




Most of the people identifying as American are of English descent and/or Scots-Irish descent. Their families have been in the state so long, in many cases since before statehood, that they choose to identify simply as having American ancestry or do not in fact know their own ancestry. Their ancestry primarily goes back to the original 13 colonies and for this reason many of them today simply claim American ancestry. Many people who identify themselves as Irish descent are in fact of Scots-Irish descent.[85][86][87][88]

According to the 2006–2008 American Community Survey, 93.8% of Arkansas' population (over the age of five) spoke only English at home. About 4.5% of the state's population spoke Spanish at home. About 0.7% of the state's population spoke any other Indo-European languages[image: External link]. About 0.8% of the state's population spoke an Asian language[image: External link], and 0.2% spoke other languages.[clarification needed[image: External link] dubious]
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 Religion




Arkansas, like most other Southern states, is part of the Bible Belt[image: External link] and is predominantly Protestant. The largest denominations by number of adherents in 2010 were the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] with 661,382; the United Methodist Church[image: External link] with 158,574; non-denominational Evangelical Protestants with 129,638; and the Catholic Church[image: External link] with 122,662. There are some residents of the state who live by other religions such as Wiccan[image: External link], Pagan[image: External link], Islam[image: External link], Hinduism[image: External link], Buddhism[image: External link] or who claim no religious affiliation.[89]
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 Economy




See also: Economy of Arkansas[image: External link], List of Arkansas companies[image: External link], and Arkansas locations by per capita income[image: External link]


Once a state with a cashless society in the uplands and plantation[image: External link] agriculture in the lowlands, Arkansas's economy has evolved and diversified. The state's gross domestic product (GDP) was $119 billion in 2015.[90] Six Fortune 500[image: External link] companies are based in Arkansas, including the world's #1 retailer, Walmart[image: External link], Tyson Foods[image: External link], J.B. Hunt[image: External link], Dillard's[image: External link], Murphy USA[image: External link], and Windstream[image: External link].[91] The per capita personal income[image: External link] in 2015 was $39,107, ranking forty-fifth in the nation.[92] The median household income[image: External link] from 2011-15 was $41,371, ranking forty-ninth in the nation.[93] The state's agriculture outputs are poultry and eggs, soybeans, sorghum, cattle, cotton, rice, hogs, and milk. Its industrial outputs are food processing, electric equipment, fabricated metal products, machinery, and paper products. Mines in Arkansas produce natural gas, oil, crushed stone, bromine, and vanadium.[94] According to CNBC[image: External link], Arkansas ranks as the 20th best state for business, with the 2nd-lowest cost of doing business, 5th-lowest cost of living, 11th best workforce, 20th-best economic climate, 28th-best educated workforce, 31st-best infrastructure and the 32nd-friendliest regulatory environment.[citation needed[image: External link]] Arkansas gained twelve spots in the best state for business rankings since 2011.[95] As of 2014, Arkansas was found to be the most affordable US state to live in.[96]

As of November 2016 the state's unemployment rate is 4.0%[97]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Industry and commerce




Arkansas's earliest industries were fur trading[image: External link] and agriculture, with development of cotton plantations[image: External link] in the areas near the Mississippi River. They were dependent on slave labor through the American Civil War[image: External link].

Today only approximately 3% of the population is employed in the agricultural sector,[98] it remains a major part of the state's economy, ranking 13th in the nation in the value of products sold.[99] The state is the U.S.'s largest producer of rice, broilers[image: External link], and turkeys,[100] and ranks in the top three for cotton[image: External link], pullets[image: External link], and aquaculture (catfish).[99] Forestry remains strong in the Arkansas Timberlands[image: External link], and the state ranks fourth nationally and first in the South in softwood lumber production.[101] Automobile parts manufacturers have opened factories in eastern Arkansas to support auto plants in other states. Bauxite[image: External link] was formerly a large part of the state's economy, mined mostly around Saline County[image: External link].[102]

Tourism is also very important to the Arkansas economy; the official state nickname "The Natural State" was created for state tourism advertising in the 1970s, and is still used to this day. The state maintains 52 state parks[image: External link] and the National Park Service[image: External link] maintains seven properties in Arkansas. The completion of the William Jefferson Clinton Presidential Library[image: External link] in Little Rock has drawn many visitors to the city and revitalized the nearby River Market District. Many cities also hold festivals which draw tourists to the culture of Arkansas, such as The Bradley County Pink Tomato Festival in Warren, King Biscuit Blues Festival[image: External link], Ozark Folk Festival[image: External link], Toad Suck Daze[image: External link], and Tontitown Grape Festival[image: External link].
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 Media




See also: Category:Arkansas media[image: External link]


As of 2010 many Arkansas local newspapers are owned by WEHCO Media[image: External link], Alabama-based Lancaster Management, Kentucky-based Paxton Media Group[image: External link], Missouri-based Rust Communications[image: External link], Nevada-based Stephens Media[image: External link], and New York-based GateHouse Media[image: External link].[103]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Culture




Main article: Culture of Arkansas[image: External link]


The culture of Arkansas is available to all in various forms, whether it be architecture, literature, or fine and performing arts. The state's culture also includes distinct cuisine, dialect, and traditional festivals. Sports are also very important to the culture of Arkansas, ranging from football, baseball, and basketball to hunting and fishing. Perhaps the best-known piece of Arkansas's culture is the stereotype of its citizens as shiftless hillbillies.[104] The reputation began when the state was characterized by early explorers as a savage wilderness full of outlaws and thieves.[105] The most enduring icon of Arkansas's hillbilly reputation is The Arkansas Traveller[image: External link], a painted depiction of a folk tale from the 1840s.[106] Although intended to represent the divide between rich southeastern plantation Arkansas planters and the poor northwestern hill country, the meaning was twisted to represent a Northerner lost in the Ozarks on a white horse asking a backwoods Arkansan for directions.[107] The state also suffers from the racial stigma common to former Confederate states, with historical events such as the Little Rock Nine[image: External link] adding to Arkansas's enduring image.[108]

Art and history museums display pieces of cultural value for Arkansans and tourists to enjoy. Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art[image: External link] in Bentonville[image: External link] was visited by 604,000 people in 2012, its first year.[109] The museum includes walking trails and educational opportunities in addition to displaying over 450 works covering five centuries of American art.[110] Several historic town sites have been restored as Arkansas state parks[image: External link], including Historic Washington State Park[image: External link], Powhatan Historic State Park[image: External link], and Davidsonville Historic State Park[image: External link].

Arkansas features a variety of native music across the state, ranging from the blues[image: External link] heritage of West Memphis[image: External link], Pine Bluff[image: External link], Helena-West Helena[image: External link] to rockabilly[image: External link], bluegrass[image: External link], and folk music from the Ozarks. Festivals such as the King Biscuit Blues Festival[image: External link] and Bikes, Blues, and BBQ[image: External link] pay homage to the history of blues in the state. The Ozark Folk Festival in Mountain View[image: External link] is a celebration of Ozark culture and often features folk and bluegrass musicians. Literature set in Arkansas such as I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings[image: External link] by Maya Angelou and A Painted House[image: External link] by John Grisham[image: External link] describe the culture at various time periods.
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 Sports and recreation




Sports have become an integral part of the culture of Arkansas, and her residents enjoy participating in and spectating various events throughout the year.

Team sports and especially collegiate football have been important to Arkansans. College football in Arkansas began from humble beginnings. The University of Arkansas first fielded a team in 1894[image: External link] when football was a very dangerous game. Recent studies of the damage to team members from the concussions common in football make it clear that the danger persists.

"Calling the Hogs[image: External link]" is a cheer that shows support for the Razorbacks[image: External link], one of the two NCAA Division I[image: External link] Football Bowl Subdivision[image: External link] (FBS) teams in the state. High school football also began to grow in Arkansas in the early 20th century. Over the years, many Arkansans have looked to the Razorbacks football team as the public image of the state. Following the Little Rock Nine[image: External link] integration crisis at Little Rock Central High School[image: External link], Arkansans looked to the successful Razorback teams in the following years to repair the state's reputation. Although the University of Arkansas is based in Fayetteville[image: External link], the Razorbacks have always played at least one game per season at War Memorial Stadium[image: External link] in Little Rock in an effort to keep fan support in central and south Arkansas. Arkansas State University[image: External link] joined the University of Arkansas in FBS (then known as Division I-A) in 1992 after playing in lower divisions for nearly two decades. The two schools have never played each other, due to the University of Arkansas' policy of not playing intrastate games.[111] Two other campuses of the University of Arkansas System[image: External link] are Division I members. The University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff[image: External link] is a member of the Southwestern Athletic Conference[image: External link], a league whose members all play football in the second-level Football Championship Subdivision[image: External link] (FCS). The University of Arkansas at Little Rock[image: External link], which brands its athletic program as "Little Rock", is a member of the FBS Sun Belt Conference[image: External link], but is one of two conference schools that has no football program[image: External link]. The state's other Division I member is the University of Central Arkansas[image: External link], which is a full member (including football) of the FCS Southland Conference[image: External link]. Seven of Arkansas' smaller colleges play in NCAA Division II[image: External link], with six in the Great American Conference[image: External link] and one in the Heartland Conference[image: External link]. Two other small Arkansas colleges compete in NCAA Division III[image: External link], in which athletic scholarships[image: External link] are prohibited.

Baseball runs deep in Arkansas and has been popular before the state hosted Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB) spring training[image: External link] in Hot Springs from 1886-1920s. Two minor league[image: External link] teams are based in the state. The Arkansas Travelers[image: External link] play at Dickey-Stephens Park[image: External link] in North Little Rock[image: External link], and the Northwest Arkansas Naturals[image: External link] play in Arvest Ballpark[image: External link] in Springdale[image: External link]. Both teams compete in the Texas League[image: External link].

Related to the state's frontier past, hunting continues in the state. The state created the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission in 1915 to regulate hunting and enforce those regulations.[112] Today a significant portion of Arkansas's population participates in hunting duck[image: External link] in the Mississippi flyway[image: External link] and deer[image: External link] across the state.[113] Millions of acres of public land are available for both bow and modern gun hunters.[113]

Fishing has always been popular in Arkansas, and the sport and the state have benefited from the creation of reservoirs across the state. Following the completion of Norfork Dam[image: External link], the Norfork Tailwater[image: External link] and the White River[image: External link] have become a destination for trout[image: External link] fishers. Several smaller retirement communities such as Bull Shoals[image: External link], Hot Springs Village[image: External link], and Fairfield Bay[image: External link] have flourished due to their position on a fishing lake. The Buffalo National River[image: External link] has been preserved in its natural state by the National Park Service[image: External link] and is frequented by fly fishers annually.
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 Health




See also: List of hospitals in Arkansas[image: External link]


Arkansans, as with many Southern states, have a high incidence of premature death, infant mortality, cardiovascular deaths, and occupational fatalities compared to the rest of the United States.[114] The state is tied for 43rd with New York in percentage of adults who regularly exercise.[115] Arkansas is usually ranked as one of the least healthy states due to high obesity, smoking, and sedentary lifestyle rates.[114] In contrast though a Gallup poll demonstrates that Arkansas made the most immediate progress in reducing its number of uninsured residents following the passage of the Affordable Care Act. The percentage of uninsured in Arkansas dropped from 22.5 percent in 2013 to 12.4 percent in August 2014.[116]

The Arkansas Clean Indoor Air Act[image: External link] went into effect in 2006, a statewide smoking ban excluding bars and some restaurants.[117]

Healthcare in Arkansas is provided by a network of hospitals as members of the Arkansas Hospital Association. Major institutions with multiple branches include Baptist Health, Community Health Systems[image: External link], and HealthSouth[image: External link]. The University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences[image: External link] (UAMS) in Little Rock operates the UAMS Medical Center[image: External link], a teaching hospital[image: External link] ranked as high performing nationally in cancer[image: External link] and nephrology[image: External link].[118] The pediatric division of UAMS Medical Center is known as Arkansas Children's Hospital[image: External link], nationally ranked in pediatric cardiology[image: External link] and heart surgery.[119] Together, these two institutions are the state's only Level I trauma centers[image: External link].[120]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Education




See also: List of colleges and universities in Arkansas[image: External link], List of high schools in Arkansas[image: External link], and List of school districts in Arkansas[image: External link]


Arkansas ranks as the 32nd smartest state on the Morgan Quitno[image: External link] Smartest State Award, 44th in percentage of residents with at least a high school diploma, and 48th in percentage of bachelor's degree attainment.[121][122] Arkansas has been making strides in education reform. Education Week[image: External link] has praised the state, ranking Arkansas in the top 10 of their Quality Counts Education Rankings every year since 2009 while scoring it in the top 5 during 2012 and 2013.[123][124][125] Arkansas specifically received an A in Transition and Policy Making for progress in this area consisting of early-childhood education, college readiness, and career readiness.[126] Governor Mike Beebe[image: External link] has made improving education a major issue through his attempts to spend more on education.[127] Through reforms, the state is a leader in requiring curricula designed to prepare students for postsecondary education, rewarding teachers for student achievement, and providing incentives for principals who work in lower-tier schools.[128]

In 2010 Arkansas students earned an average score of 20.3 on the ACT exam[image: External link], just below the national average of 21. These results were expected due to the large increase in the number of students taking the exam since the establishment of the Academic Challenge Scholarship.[129] Top high schools receiving recognition from the U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] are spread across the state, including Haas Hall Academy[image: External link] in Fayetteville, KIPP Delta Collegiate[image: External link] in Helena-West Helena[image: External link], Bentonville[image: External link], Rogers[image: External link], Rogers Heritage[image: External link], Valley Springs[image: External link], Searcy[image: External link], and McCrory[image: External link].[130] A total of 81 Arkansas high schools were ranked by the U.S. News & World Report in 2012.[131]

The state supports a network of public universities[image: External link] and colleges, including two major university systems: Arkansas State University System[image: External link] and University of Arkansas System[image: External link]. The University of Arkansas, flagship campus of the University of Arkansas System in Fayetteville was ranked #63 among public schools in the nation by U.S. News & World Report[image: External link].[132] Other public institutions include University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff[image: External link], Arkansas Tech University[image: External link], Henderson State University[image: External link], Southern Arkansas University[image: External link], and University of Central Arkansas[image: External link] across the state. It is also home to 11 private colleges and universities including Hendrix College[image: External link], one of the nation's top 100 liberal arts[image: External link] colleges, according to U.S. News & World Report.[133]

Although unusual in the West, school corporal punishment[image: External link] is not uncommon in Arkansas, with 20,083 public school students[134] paddled[image: External link] at least one time, according to government data for the 2011–2012 school year.[135] The rate of corporal punishment in public schools is higher only in Mississippi.[135]
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 Transportation




Main articles: Transportation in Arkansas[image: External link], List of Arkansas railroads[image: External link], and Aviation in Arkansas[image: External link]


Transportation in Arkansas is overseen by the Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Department[image: External link] (AHTD), headquartered in Little Rock. Several main corridors pass through Little Rock, including Interstate 30[image: External link] (I-30) and I-40[image: External link] (the nation's 3rd-busiest trucking corridor).[136] In northeast Arkansas, I-55[image: External link] travels north from Memphis[image: External link] to Missouri[image: External link], with a new spur to Jonesboro ( I-555[image: External link]). Northwest Arkansas is served by I-540[image: External link] from Fort Smith[image: External link] to Bella Vista[image: External link], which is a segment of future I-49[image: External link]. The state also has the 13th largest state highway system[image: External link] in the nation.[137]

Arkansas is served by 2,750 miles (4,430 km) of railroad track divided among twenty-six railroad companies including three Class I railroads[image: External link].[138] Freight railroads are concentrated in southeast Arkansas to serve the industries in the region. The Texas Eagle[image: External link], an Amtrak passenger train, serves five stations in the state Walnut Ridge[image: External link], Little Rock[image: External link], Malvern[image: External link], Arkadelphia[image: External link], and Texarkana[image: External link].

Arkansas also benefits from the use of its rivers for commerce. The Mississippi River[image: External link] and Arkansas River[image: External link] are both major rivers. The United States Army Corps of Engineers[image: External link] maintains the McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation System[image: External link], allowing barge traffic up the Arkansas River to the Port of Catoosa[image: External link] in Tulsa, Oklahoma[image: External link].

There are four airports with commercial service: Clinton National Airport[image: External link], Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport[image: External link], Fort Smith Regional Airport[image: External link], and Texarkana Regional Airport[image: External link], with dozens of smaller airports in the state[image: External link].

Public transit and community transport services for the elderly or those with developmental disabilities are provided by agencies such as the Central Arkansas Transit Authority[image: External link] and the Ozark Regional Transit[image: External link], organizations that are part of the Arkansas Transit Association[image: External link].
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 Law and government




Main article: Politics and government of Arkansas[image: External link]


As with the federal government of the United States, political power in Arkansas is divided into three branches: executive, legislative, and judicial. Each officer's term is four years long. Office holders are term-limited[image: External link] to two full terms plus any partial terms before the first full term.[139]
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 Executive




Main article: Governor of Arkansas[image: External link]


See also: List of Governors of Arkansas[image: External link]


The Governor of Arkansas is Asa Hutchinson[image: External link], a Republican[image: External link], who was inaugurated on January 13, 2015.[140][141] The six other elected executive positions in Arkansas are lieutenant governor[image: External link], secretary of state[image: External link], attorney general, treasurer[image: External link], auditor[image: External link], and land commissioner.[142] The governor also appoints qualified individuals to lead various state boards, committees, and departments. Arkansas governors served two-year terms until a referendum lengthened the term to four years, effective with the 1986 general election.

In Arkansas, the lieutenant governor is elected separately from the governor and thus can be from a different political party.[143]
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 Legislative




Main article: Arkansas General Assembly


The Arkansas General Assembly is the state's bicameral[image: External link] bodies of legislators, composed of the Senate[image: External link] and House of Representatives[image: External link]. The Senate contains 35 members from districts of approximately equal population. These districts are redrawn decennially with each US census, and in election years ending in "2", the entire body is put up for reelection. Following the election, half of the seats are designated as two-year seats and will be up for reelection again in two years, these "half-terms" do not count against a legislator's term limits. The remaining half serve a full four-year term. This staggers elections such that half the body is up for re-election every two years and allows for complete body turnover following redistricting.[144] Arkansas voters selected a 21-14 Republican majority in the Senate in 2012. Arkansas House members can serve a maximum of three two-year terms. House districts are redistricted by the Arkansas Board of Apportionment. Following the 2012 elections, Republicans gained a 51-49 majority in the House of Representatives.[145]

The Republican Party majority[image: External link] status in the Arkansas State House of Representatives following the 2012 elections is the party's first since 1874. Arkansas was the last state of the old Confederacy to never have Republicans control either chamber of its house since the Civil War.[146]

Following the term limits changes, studies have shown that lobbyists have become less influential in state politics. Legislative staff, not subject to term limits, have acquired additional power and influence due to the high rate of elected official turnover.[147]
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 Judicial




Main article: Courts of Arkansas[image: External link]


Arkansas's judicial branch has five court systems: Arkansas Supreme Court[image: External link], Arkansas Court of Appeals[image: External link], Circuit Courts, District Courts and City Courts.

Most cases begin in district court, which is subdivided into state district court and local district court. State district courts exercise district-wide jurisdiction over the districts created by the General Assembly, and local district courts are presided over by part-time judges who may privately practice law. There are 25 state district court judges presiding over 15 districts, with more districts to be created in 2013 and 2017. There are 28 judicial circuits of Circuit Court, with each contains five subdivisions: criminal, civil, probate, domestic relations, and juvenile court. The jurisdiction of the Arkansas Court of Appeals is determined by the Arkansas Supreme Court, and there is no right of appeal[image: External link] from the Court of Appeals to the high court. The Arkansas Supreme Court can review Court of Appeals cases upon application by either a party to the litigation, upon request by the Court of Appeals, or if the Arkansas Supreme Court feels the case should have been initially assigned to it. The twelve judges of the Arkansas Court of Appeals are elected from judicial districts to renewable six-year terms.

The Arkansas Supreme Court is the court of last resort in the state, composed of seven justices elected to eight-year terms. Established by the Arkansas Constitution in 1836, the court's decisions can be appealed to only the Supreme Court of the United States.
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 Federal




Both of Arkansas's U.S. Senators, John Boozman[image: External link] and Tom Cotton[image: External link], are Republicans. The state has four seats in U.S. House of Representatives. All four seats are held by Republicans: Rick Crawford[image: External link] (1st district[image: External link]), French Hill[image: External link] (2nd district[image: External link]), Steve Womack[image: External link] (3rd district[image: External link]), and Bruce Westerman[image: External link] (4th district[image: External link]).[148]
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 Politics




Main article: Politics and government of Arkansas[image: External link]




	Presidential elections results



	Year
	Republican[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	
60.57% 684,872

	33.65% 380,494




	2012[image: External link]
	
60.57% 647,744

	36.88% 394,409




	2008[image: External link]
	
58.72% 638,017

	38.86% 422,310




	2004[image: External link]
	
54.31% 572,898

	44.55% 469,953




	2000[image: External link]
	
51.31% 472,940

	45.86% 422,768




	1996[image: External link]
	36.80% 325,416

	
53.74% 475,171




	1992[image: External link]
	35.48% 337,324

	
53.21% 505,823



	1988[image: External link]
	
56.37% 466,578

	42.19% 349,237




	1984[image: External link]
	
60.47% 534,774

	38.29% 338,646




	1980[image: External link]
	
48.13% 403,164

	47.52% 398,041




	1976[image: External link]
	34.93% 268,753

	
64.94% 499,614




	1972[image: External link]
	
68.82% 445,751

	30.71% 198,899





Arkansas Governor Bill Clinton brought national attention to the state with a long speech at the 1988 Democratic National Convention endorsing Michael Dukakis. Some journalist suggested the speech was a threat to his ambitions, Clinton defined it "a comedy of error, just one of those fluky things".[149] Clinton won the Democratic nomination for President the following cycle. Presenting himself as a "New Democrat" and using incumbent George H. W. Bush's broken promise against him, Clinton won the 1992 presidential election[image: External link] (43.0% of the vote) against Republican Bush (37.4% of the vote) and billionaire populist Ross Perot, who ran as an independent (18.9% of the vote).

Most Republican strength traditionally lied mainly in the northwestern part of the state, particularly Fort Smith[image: External link] and Bentonville[image: External link], as well as North Central Arkansas around the Mountain Home[image: External link] area. In the latter area, Republicans have been known to get 90 percent or more of the vote, while the rest of the state was more Democratic. After 2010, Republican strength expanded further to the Northeast and Southwest and into the Little Rock suburbs. The Democrats are mostly concentrated to central Little Rock, the Mississippi Delta, the Pine Bluff area, and the areas around the southern border with Louisiana.

Arkansas has only elected three Republicans to the U.S. Senate since Reconstruction[image: External link], Tim Hutchinson[image: External link], who was defeated after one term by Mark Pryor[image: External link]; John Boozman[image: External link], who defeated incumbent Blanche Lincoln[image: External link]; and Tom Cotton[image: External link], who defeated Mark Pryor in the 2014 elections. Before 2013, the General Assembly had not been controlled by the Republican Party since Reconstruction, with the GOP holding a 51-seat majority in the state House and a 21-seat (of 35) in the state Senate following victories in 2012. Arkansas was one of just three states among the states of the former Confederacy[image: External link] that sent two Democrats to the U.S. Senate (the others being Florida and Virginia[image: External link]) for any period during the first decade of the 21st century.

In 2010, Republicans captured three of the state's four seats in the U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link]. In 2012, Republicans won election for all four House seats. Arkansas held the distinction of having a U.S. House delegation composed entirely of military veterans (Rick Crawford[image: External link] – Army[image: External link]; Tim Griffin[image: External link] – Army Reserve[image: External link]; Steve Womack[image: External link] – Army National Guard, Tom Cotton[image: External link]- Army). In 2014, the last Democrat in Arkansas' Congressional Delegation, Mark Pryor, was defeated in campaign to win a third term in the U.S. Senate, leaving the entire congressional delegation in GOP hands for the first time since Reconstruction[image: External link].

Reflecting the state's large evangelical population, the state has a strong social conservative bent. Under the Arkansas Constitution[image: External link] Arkansas is a right to work state[image: External link], its voters passed a ban on same-sex marriage[image: External link] with 75% voting yes,[150] and the state is one of a handful with legislation on its books banning abortion in the event Roe v. Wade is ever overturned.
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Arkansas is home to many areas protected by the National Park System[image: External link]. These include:[151]


	
Arkansas Post National Memorial[image: External link] at Gillett[image: External link]


	Blanchard Springs Caverns[image: External link]

	Buffalo National River[image: External link]

	Fort Smith National Historic Site[image: External link]

	Hot Springs National Park[image: External link]

	Little Rock Central High School National Historic Site[image: External link]

	Pea Ridge National Military Park[image: External link]

	President William Jefferson Clinton Birthplace Home National Historic Site

	Arkansas State Capitol Building[image: External link]

	List of Arkansas state parks[image: External link]
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Outline of Arkansas[image: External link] – organized list of topics about Arkansas

	Index of Arkansas-related articles[image: External link]

	List of people from Arkansas[image: External link]

	LGBT rights in Arkansas[image: External link]

	USS Arkansas[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notes






	
^ a b Elevation adjusted to North American Vertical Datum of 1988[image: External link].


	
^ The Geographic Names Index System (GNIS) of the United States Geological Survey[image: External link] (USGS) indicates that the official name of this feature is Magazine Mountain, not "Mount Magazine". Although not a hard and fast rule, generally "Mount X" is used for a peak and "X Mountain" is more frequently used for ridges, which better describes this feature. Magazine Mountain appears in the GNIS as a ridge,[5] with Signal Hill identified as its summit.[6] "Mount Magazine[image: External link]" is the name used by the Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism[image: External link], which follows what the locals have used since the area was first settled.


	
^ a b c The name Arkansas has been pronounced and spelled in a variety of fashions. The region was organized as the Territory of Arkansaw[image: External link] on July 4, 1819, but the territory was admitted to the United States as the state of Arkansas on June 15, 1836. The name was historically /'a:rkenso: /[image: External link], /a:r'kaenzes /[image: External link], and several other variants. Historically and modernly, the people of Arkansas call themselves either "Arkansans" or "Arkansawyers". In 1881, the Arkansas General Assembly passed the following concurrent resolution, now Arkansas Code 1 April 105:[13]

Whereas, confusion of practice has arisen in the pronunciation of the name of our state and it is deemed important that the true pronunciation should be determined for use in oral official proceedings.

And, whereas, the matter has been thoroughly investigated by the State Historical Society and the Eclectic Society of Little Rock, which have agreed upon the correct pronunciation as derived from history, and the early usage of the American immigrants.

Be it therefore resolved by both houses of the General Assembly, that the only true pronunciation of the name of the state, in the opinion of this body, is that received by the French from the native Indians and committed to writing in the French word representing the sound. It should be pronounced in three (3) syllables, with the final "s" silent, the "a" in each syllable with the Italian sound, and the accent on the first and last syllables. The pronunciation with the accent on the second syllable with the sound of "a" in "man" and the sounding of the terminal "s" is discouraged by Arkansans.



Despite this, the state's name is still frequently mispronounced, especially by non-Americans; in fact, it is spelled in Cyrillic[image: External link] with the ar-KAN -zəs[image: External link] pronunciation.
Citizens of the state of Kansas[image: External link] often pronounce the Arkansas River[image: External link] as /a:r'kaenzes 'rIver /[image: External link], in a manner similar to the common pronunciation of the name of their state.
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Kappa Kappa Psi






Kappa Kappa Psi, National Honorary Band Fraternity (ΚΚΨ, colloquially referred to as KKPsi), is a fraternity[image: External link] for college and university band members in the United States[image: External link]. It was founded on November 27, 1919 at Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College, now known as Oklahoma State University[image: External link], in Stillwater, Oklahoma[image: External link].

Kappa Kappa Psi primarily operates as a recognition society[1] providing service, leadership opportunities, and social programming for band members. Tau Beta Sigma[image: External link], National Honorary Band Sorority, has been recognized as a sister organization since 1947, and the two organizations share National Headquarters in Stillwater Station, a converted historical Santa Fe[image: External link] rail depot that was purchased by the fraternity and sorority in 1991.

Since 1919, more than 66,000 men and women have been initiated into Kappa Kappa Psi, with nearly 6,000 collegiate members active today. Members of Kappa Kappa Psi include President Bill Clinton; astronaut Neil Armstrong[image: External link];[4] chancellor and eleventh president of Indiana University[image: External link], Herman B Wells[image: External link];[5] composers John Williams[image: External link] and John Philip Sousa[image: External link];[6] conductor William Revelli[image: External link]; and jazz pianist and bandleader Count Basie[image: External link].[7]
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 History
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 Founding and expansion




William A. Scroggs[image: External link], a student at Oklahoma A&M College, sought to establish an organization that would "bind [dear] friendship together indefinitely" and unite members across colleges and universities.[8][9] After some initial planning, he consulted band president A. Frank Martin[image: External link] and Bohumil Makovsky[image: External link], director of bands at Oklahoma A&M, both of whom agreed to help with the creation of the fraternity.[8] From Makovsky's band, 10 members were selected as the first members of Kappa Kappa Psi: William Alexander Scroggs, Andrew Franklin Martin, Raymond David Shannon, Clyde DeWitt Haston, Clayton Everett Soule, Carl Anderson Stevens, William Houston Coppedge, Dick Hurst, George Asher Hendrickson, and Iron Hawthorne Nelson.[8] The founders accepted chemistry professor Hilton Ira Jones' suggestion to name the fraternity "Kappa Kappa Psi."[8] It was organized on November 27, 1919, and Scroggs was unanimously elected to serve as the President.[9] Legal organization was completed on March 5, 1920, when the fraternity received its charter from the state of Oklahoma.[10] The formal organization of the fraternity was celebrated on either March 23 or 25, 1920, with the initiation of the first membership class and a banquet.[11]

The fraternity grew rapidly in its first years. Within ten years, there were 27 chapters[12] spanning from the University of Washington[image: External link] in the west to Duke University[image: External link] in the east. Only 14 were installed during the Great Depression[image: External link], while World War II put a further damper on fraternal activities.[12]

At the 1939 National Convention in Cincinnati, Ohio, plans were set into action to make Kappa Kappa Psi an international fraternity. Invitations were sent to colleges and universities in Canada and South America, but no chapters were ever installed at those institutions.[12]
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 World War II




Before World War II, most college bands were military-style[image: External link] and exclusively male. When the war began, most band members left to serve in the armed forces, which greatly strained the fraternity—to the point that 90 percent of chapters were forced to suspend activities.[13] The Grand Council granted those chapters that were forced to suspend their activities "war furlough" so that instead of treating the chapter as inactive, their service would be honored. War furlough enabled a chapter to seal its records and keep its materials in safekeeping for the duration of the war. Petitions for war furlough required the signatures of all active members, the director of bands or other faculty member who was an honorary member of the fraternity, as well as the signature of the college or university president.[14] Only five chapters remained active during the war: the Alpha chapter at Oklahoma A&M College, Alpha Beta at Butler University[image: External link], Alpha Iota at the University of Colorado at Boulder[image: External link], Alpha Omicron at Texas Technological College[image: External link], and Alpha Pi at the University of Tulsa[image: External link].[13] With so many members serving overseas, including members of the Grand Council, the 1943 and 1945 national conventions were canceled.[13][15]

Because of the number of men serving in the military, many band programs opened up to women during this time. At Texas Tech, a local sorority for women in the band was established as Tau Beta Sigma. The women of Tau Beta Sigma petitioned Kappa Kappa Psi to be chartered as an auxiliary chapter of the fraternity, which was supported by founder A. Frank Martin, who was serving as National Executive Secretary, and Max Mitchell, Grand Second Vice President. On January 25, 1944, Martin wrote to fellow founder, William Scroggs, "If we do not meet this new situation and give recognition to the girls who are coming into the bands or make it possible to give aid or assistance to the many universities and colleges that have bands composed of both boys and girls, we will be playing second fiddle within the next five years to some band fraternity that will grant membership to boys and girls and their chapters will open up in the smaller schools where ours have died."[13] The fraternity was unable to decide whether or not to accept Tau Beta Sigma's petition due to the severely reduced number of members and the cancelation of the 1943 and 1945 national conventions.[13]

Ultimately, Tau Beta Sigma decided not to become an auxiliary chapter of Kappa Kappa Psi and chartered as a national organization on March 26, 1946.[16] They were officially recognized and accepted as a sister organization of the fraternity at the first national convention following the war in 1947.[17]:27
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 Post-war expansion




After the war, Kappa Kappa Psi began an ambitious expansion program to reactivate old chapters and install new ones. The fraternity had been divided into 11 districts since 1941, which were led by a Grand Counselor (now called Governors).[17]:29 With the revitalization of the fraternity, these districts were reorganized and pamphlets were printed detailing the fraternity's purposes and history.[17]:47 District governors were charged with giving information to potential chapters. The expansion program was quite successful—in the ten years following the fraternity's reorganization in 1947, Kappa Kappa Psi more than doubled the number of installed chapters, growing from 45 chapters installed before the war to 98 by the end of 1957.[18]

May 1957 saw the first chapters at historically black universities[image: External link]: On May 19, the Delta Alpha chapter at Langston University[image: External link] was installed; three days later, the Gamma Omega chapter was established at Texas Southern University[image: External link].[19]

On September 1, 1967, the 11 districts were consolidated into nine.[17]:93 These districts would again be consolidated in 1987, to six districts with regional names: Northeast, Southeast, Southwest, North Central, Midwest, and Western.[20]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Effect of Title IX




On June 23, 1972, Title IX[image: External link] was enacted and had tremendous repercussions for the women's rights movement. Title IX prevented organizations from excluding members based on sex. Although social fraternities were exempt from the law, Kappa Kappa Psi, as a recognition society, fell under its purview. Rutgers University[image: External link]'s board of trustees decided that Rutgers should serve as a model for the rest of the United States in Title IX implementation and mandated that all organizations on campus become coeducational or face disciplinary actions.[13] The men of the Alpha Phi chapter of Kappa Kappa Psi regarded this issue as minor given the ongoing Vietnam War.[13] With dwindling numbers, Alpha Phi looked to the new women members of the Rutgers band as potential members. The national constitution of Kappa Kappa Psi prohibited women from holding membership, so the Alpha Phi chapter explored the possibility of establishing a chapter of Tau Beta Sigma. This was unrealistic, as the undergraduate college for women prohibited the formation of or membership in any sorority.[13]

On October 8, 1972, the men of Alpha Phi voted to admit women into their chapter.[13] They alerted National Headquarters, and National Secretary Robert H. Rubin replied telling Alpha Phi not to administer any degree of ritual until the issue could be discussed in person. When Rubin arrived at Rutgers on November 11, 1972, he learned that the first degree of ritual had been administered, which began formal probationary membership.[13] Alpha Phi's charter was immediately revoked and their chapter was placed on suspension. On November 13, the former Alpha Phi chapter formally reorganized as Mu Upsilon Alpha. On October 7, 2007, Mu Upsilon Alpha became a chapter of Mu Beta Psi[image: External link].[21]

At the national convention of 1973, the issues presented by Title IX were discussed by the Grand Chapter. The jurisdiction committee considered several options that would bring the fraternity into compliance, but were not receptive of the general idea. At the insistence of committee chair Richard Adler, from the Nu chapter at the University of Michigan[image: External link], the jurisdiction committee presented the Grand Chapter with an amendment "without prejudice"—that is, without recommendation for or against the amendment—that would strike the section of the constitution that read, "All members of the Fraternity shall be of the male sex."[22] The committee simultaneously recommended that the delegation take no action to change the constitution or consider a merger with Tau Beta Sigma. The amendment was defeated, and a separate amendment was proposed and approved that changed the wording to say, "All active, alumni, inactive, and life members of the Fraternity be of the male sex." This amendment was approved, allowing the fraternity to initiate women as honorary members.[22]

During the 1973–1975 biennium, pressure was put on Kappa Kappa Psi chapters by their host institutions to admit women to comply with Title IX. The issue was again brought up at the 1975 national convention, and a joint committee consisting of an equal number of members from Kappa Kappa Psi and Tau Beta Sigma was formed to explore the legal possibilities of a corporate merger of the two organizations, with the results of their investigation to be read at the 1977 convention. At the 1977 national convention, votes were cast by the Kappa Kappa Psi and Tau Beta Sigma delegations for a merger—Kappa Kappa Psi voted 211 against, 9 for; Tau Beta Sigma voted 104 against, 4 for.[22] With the idea of a merger soundly defeated, the delegation voted to remove all references to gender from the constitution, allowing women to become active members in full and regular standing.[22]

The first women to join the fraternity were sisters of the Sigma chapter of Tau Beta Sigma at Arizona State University[image: External link], who merged with the Beta Omicron chapter of Kappa Kappa Psi after a unanimous vote of both organizations.[23] These women were Patricia A. Childress, Lydia L. Lennon, Leslie A. Anderson, Mary L. Duffala, Mary M. Ketterer, Kristina M. Zipsnis, Clara M. Bertilson, and Toni Ryon, who were initiated into Beta Omicron on August 26, 1977.[23] On August 27, Lea F. Fuller was initiated.[23] The first woman to participate in the formal probationary membership process and become a member of Kappa Kappa Psi was Darragh Hill Young, who was initiated into the Beta Tau chapter at Wichita State University[image: External link] on September 1, 1977.[23]
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 Early 21st century




Beginning with the installation of the Kappa Pi chapter at Claflin University[image: External link] on February 24, 2001, 57 new chapters have been installed in the 21st century.[18][24]

In 2006, Kappa Kappa Psi celebrated its inaugural National Month of Musicianship during the month of November, the month in which the fraternity was founded. The annual month-long event is intended to promote music and university bands. Local chapters celebrate the National Month of Musicianship in various ways, such as creating lab bands for student conductors, organizing reading bands, and hosting master classes.[25]

Also in 2008, Kappa Kappa Psi joined other Greek organizations in sponsoring hazingprevention.org, a national anti-hazing organization. Dr. Malinda Matney, past National President and current member of the Kappa Kappa Psi Board of Trustees, has served on the hazingprevention.org Board of Directors since 2009.[26]

On December 1, 2011, following the death of Florida A&M University[image: External link] drum major Robert Champion[image: External link], the Delta Iota chapter was placed on investigative hold pending an investigation by the national fraternity.[27] In January 2012, the Tallahassee Democrat[image: External link] reported alleged hazing by the FAMU chapter in spring 2010.[27] According to the allegations, two members of the FAMU band faculty were involved in a hazing incident at a professor's home in which prospective members were struck on the back and neck and forced to recite information.[28][29] The fraternity's investigation was postponed at the request of FAMU due to the ongoing police investigation.[30] The investigations cleared Delta Iota of any connection to Champion's death; Champion was not a member or prospective member of the fraternity.[31] After the conclusion of both the police and fraternity investigations, the national council closed down the chapter because of its violations of fraternity policy and the uncertainty of the future of the FAMU band program.[32][33][34][35] As part of the chapter's termination, 28 members, including all active and prospective members in spring 2010, were expelled from the fraternity.[32][33][34] Alumni members of the chapter who were present at the hazing were also expelled.[35] Furthermore, the Delta Iota chapter may not return to FAMU before May 2017.[34] Members who joined the fraternity after spring 2010 were transferred to alumni status but cannot participate in any fraternity events due to the shutdown of the chapter.[34][35] No criminal charges were filed due to the delay in reporting and investigation.[29]
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 National Intercollegiate Band




Main article: National Intercollegiate Band[image: External link]


In 1922, plans were made to hold the first national intercollegiate band contest. A brief dispatch in the 1922 Baton explained, "Sometime within the next two years the Kappa Kappa Psi Fraternity will hold a National Intercollegiate Band Contest. This enterprise will be the first of its kind ever attempted. As Music is becoming the foremost Art in America, our Fraternity aims to assist in so spreading the good work."[36] Nothing came of these early plans, however, and the idea of a national intercollegiate band was not revisited until the 1940s.[37]

Beginning in 1933, the first intercollegiate band was established, with musicians from the University of Colorado[image: External link] (home of the Alpha Iota chapter), the University of Denver[image: External link] (Alpha Lambda), Colorado State College of Agricultural and Mechanical Arts[image: External link] (Kappa), Colorado State College of Education[image: External link] (Alpha Theta), the Colorado School of Mines[image: External link] (Xi), and the University of Utah[image: External link] participating.[17]:26 In 1934, the University of Utah left the intercollegiate band and the University of Wyoming[image: External link] (Alpha Nu) took its place.[38] The concerts held by this intercollegiate band were sponsored by the local chapters of Kappa Kappa Psi and many members of the fraternity were involved with the ensemble, including F. Lee Bowling, who served as the band's manager.[37][39]

F. Lee Bowling was elected Grand President of the fraternity in 1941 and presented a plan to hold a national intercollegiate band concert, modeled after the Rocky Mountain intercollegiate bands. The plan was endorsed by the delegation to be executed at the next national convention in 1943. However, due to World War II, the 1943 and 1945 national conventions were not held, and so the first National Intercollegiate Band was formed and gave a concert on the evening of Friday, March 7, 1947.[38][40] Today, participation in the National Intercollegiate Band is open to any college band member who auditions—membership in Kappa Kappa Psi or Tau Beta Sigma is not required.[37]

In June and July 2002, Kappa Kappa Psi and Tau Beta Sigma sponsored the first National Intercollegiate Marching Band, which traveled to the French Riviera[image: External link], including the cities of Nice[image: External link], Grasse[image: External link], Aix-en-Provence[image: External link], Cannes[image: External link], Antibes[image: External link], and the Principality of Monaco[image: External link].[41] The thirty-five member band performed at Le Suquet[image: External link] in Cannes, in Nice, and in front of the Prince's Palace of Monaco[image: External link].[42] After the inaugural trip, the program was dissolved by the joint national councils due to its high cost and low attendance, which was believed to be caused by a fear of traveling abroad after the September 11 attacks.[43]

The success of the National Intercollegiate Band led to districts creating their own bands. One such group was the Atlantic Coast Intercollegiate Band, formed in 1958 at the convention of Districts X and XI.[20][44][45][46] The Atlantic Coast band comprised around one hundred musicians and was conducted by Paul V. Yoder[image: External link].[46] The convention was hosted by the Beta Chi chapter at the University of Virginia, and the convention and concert were co-sponsored by the Universities of Rutgers[image: External link], Maryland[image: External link], and Pittsburgh[image: External link].[46] In 2009, the North Central District organized the first North Central District Intercollegiate Band.[47] The North Central District Intercollegiate Band is the only currently functioning district intercollegiate band and has performed at every North Central District convention since its inaugural.[47]
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 Commissioning Program




Further information: List of works commissioned by Kappa Kappa Psi or Tau Beta Sigma[image: External link]


Since 1953, Kappa Kappa Psi and Tau Beta Sigma have commissioned a new work for wind band to be premiered at almost every National Intercollegiate Band concert. This program was begun to add to the wind repertoire under the direction of Grand President Hugh McMillen, and is the longest-running commissioning project in the United States.[48][49] A number of these commissioned compositions have garnered national acclaim, including Robert Russell Bennett[image: External link]'s Symphonic Songs for Band[image: External link][50] and Karel Husa[image: External link]'s Concerto for Trumpet and Wind Orchestra.[51] In the years following the start of the national commissioning program, local chapters have begun to commission new band works themselves, such as Frank Ticheli[image: External link]'s An American Elegy, commissioned by the Alpha Iota chapter in memory of the Columbine High School massacre.[52]
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 Stillwater Station




The Stillwater Santa Fe Depot is a historic building[image: External link] originally built in March 1900. In 1915, a brick depot was added. The depot was used as a passenger rail station until 1953.[53] The depot was purchased at auction by five Stillwater residents, including three Alpha chapter alumni, in November 1991. Stillwater Station replaced Oklahoma State University's Seretean Center for the Performing Arts as the National Headquarters of the two organizations. The fraternity and sorority share office space, a conference room, and storage space in the converted station, which also hosts the organizations' archives. The brick path leading to the building's entrance has become a "Walk of Fame" with engraved bricks purchased by individuals or chapters.[54]

In 2006, Kappa Kappa Psi purchased a retired Detroit, Toledo and Ironton[image: External link] caboose to provide additional space for the fraternity's history and archives program.[55][56] After it was purchased, the caboose was placed on newly laid tracks outside the headquarters and wired for electricity, phone, and internet. The caboose is intended to host archives, artifacts, and chapter histories, as well as displays of historical items.[57]
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 Local programs and activities




The mission statement and five purposes of Kappa Kappa Psi shape the activities of local chapters. Chapters of Kappa Kappa Psi provide service and support to the bands at its hosting institutions, from major projects like undertaking major renovations of rehearsal spaces used by the institution's bands to relatively minor support such as providing apples and water to athletic bands or cleaning practice rooms.[58] Some chapters also include general community service in their activities, such as sponsoring blood drives and other activities.[59][60]

The fifth purpose of the fraternity charges chapters and members is to "provide a pleasant and helpful social experience for all engaged in college band work," and chapters fulfill this charge through social programming such as hosting receptions after band concerts,[61] sponsoring dances and socials for band members or their campus community in general,[62] or by hosting concerts and providing food.[63] Some chapters, especially southern chapters, also take part in step[image: External link] shows.[64]
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 Jewelry and symbols
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 Membership pins




The Crown Pearl Badge is considered the "official means of identifying oneself with the Fraternity."[65] The fraternity badge is in the shape of an ancient Venetian harp, with a musical staff of gold lines on black enamel in the center of the badge, with the Greek letters "Kappa Kappa Psi" in gold across the staff. Five pearls adorn the bar across the top of the badge, and ten gems are set in the harp's semicircle. In the upper left corner, the Greek letters "Alpha Epsilon Alpha" appear in gold on black enamel. A golden baton penetrates the badge diagonally from right to left.[12] Unlike other Greek organizations, however, purchase of the badge is optional for members of Kappa Kappa Psi. Many brothers instead wear the recognition pin, which is a gold lapel pin in the shape of the fraternity's coat of arms.[65]

Prospective members may wear a lapel pin that has a musical staff and bass clef of silver on a background of blue enamel. The notes A, E, and A are placed on the staff in silver."[65] This is the only piece of regalia that prospective members are allowed to wear—all other jewelry is restricted to initiated members, and even the coat of arms and letters (usually worn in the form of embroidered or ironed-on blocked letters) are restricted unless there is a clear indication that the wearer is a prospective member or colony[image: External link] member.[65]
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 Flag




The Fraternity Flag was created by G. R. Schaag, a member of the Eta Sigma chapter at the University of Central Florida[image: External link]. The idea of a national flag was raised with the History and Traditions committee by Schaag at the 1987 national convention, but the committee ultimately decided not to take the idea to the national delegation. Schaag quickly drafted a motion to consider a national flag, which was presented by the chapter's delegate and passed. In 1989, Schaag presented a design for a flag, which won the committee's recommendation over other submissions and was accepted by the national chapter.[66] The upper half of the flag consists of a white field with the Greek letters "Kappa Kappa Psi" inscribed in an arc. On the lower half, three alternating stars of white, blue, and white appear on a blue field, with the top point of the lower white star extending into the white field above it.[67]
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 Other symbols




The Fraternity Hymn was written by brother Scott Jeffrey Heckstall Jr. when he was a prospective member of the Eta Gamma chapter in 1977.[68] Heckstall had wanted to be a charter member, but was not chosen. Heckstall was encouraged to rush[image: External link], and he recalled that as part of his rush process, a couple of brothers took him to a piano and told him, "We know that you play [piano] in church. We need a fraternity hymn. We'll give you three hours, and you sit over there and come up with a hymn. We'll come back in three hours, and we expect a hymn."[68] Heckstall recalled the hymn Someday (Beams of Heaven As I Go) by Charles Albert Tindley[image: External link] and changed a few words—for example, "Beams of Heaven as I go through this wilderness below" became "K K Psi, as we go through this wilderness here below."[68] The brothers of Eta Gamma were satisfied with Heckstall's hymn. Years later, the hymn was presented to the brotherhood assembled at the 1995 National Convention and accepted as the national fraternity hymn.[69] Blue and white are the fraternity's official colors.[67] The fraternity flower is a red carnation, so chosen because it was founder William Scroggs's favorite flower.[67]
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 Membership




Main article: List of Kappa Kappa Psi brothers[image: External link]


A member of a college or university band who has completed one term in such a band may be offered membership in the fraternity. First-term freshmen may only join if an exception is made by that chapter's sponsor or director of bands.[70] There were almost 6,000 members active across the country in 2011, and more than 66,000 have joined the organization since 1919.[71][72]

A member of Kappa Kappa Psi may not be initiated as an active member of Tau Beta Sigma and vice versa—if a member of Kappa Kappa Psi transfers to a school with a chapter of Tau Beta Sigma and no Kappa Kappa Psi, he or she may instead join the sorority chapter as an "associate member" after going through a short orientation process acclimating the member to the sorority.[73]

Brothers of Kappa Kappa Psi are not restricted from joining Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia[image: External link] or Sigma Alpha Iota[image: External link], except by the gender restrictions or other eligibility requirements of either organization.[74] Joint statements between Kappa Kappa Psi and Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia have affirmed this since at least 1973,[75] and have been reaffirmed as recently as 2005, when the organizations released a joint statement saying, "there are equally important roles for Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, Sigma Alpha Iota, Kappa Kappa Psi and Tau Beta Sigma to fulfill on any campus where our chapters mutually exist, now or in the future. Each organization possesses a distinct mission and, as a result, fulfills a unique and vital role in the musical environment of a college campus."[74] Indeed, founder Raymond Shannon went on to join Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia after starting Kappa Kappa Psi.[76]
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 Chapters and districts




Main article: List of Kappa Kappa Psi chapters[image: External link]


By 2011 there were 210 active chapters out of 314 chapters chartered since 1919, and 7 colonies.[24] Colonies[image: External link] are probationary chapters at universities that have not historically had a chapter of Kappa Kappa Psi or whose chapter has gone inactive.[77] Chapters and colonies of Kappa Kappa Psi are organized into seven districts, six of which are named for the geographical region of the United States that they represent. These are the North Central, Northeast, Midwest, Southeast, Southwest, and Western Districts.[78] Although an International District is provided for, it has no chapters.[78]
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 National conventions




Main article: List of Kappa Kappa Psi and Tau Beta Sigma national conventions[image: External link]


Every two years in odd-numbered years, Kappa Kappa Psi holds a national convention. The first such convention was held in 1922 in Stillwater, and only three conventions since then have not been held: 1931, and the 1943 and 1945 conventions which were canceled due to World War II.[15] The assembly of chapters in these conventions is called the National Chapter, which is the governing body of the fraternity and has the power to elect members of the National Council and Board of Trustees.[79] The location of the National Convention rotates among the districts.[78]
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 National Presidents of Kappa Kappa Psi






	
A. Frank Martin[image: External link], 1919–1922

	Scott P. Squyers, 1922–1926

	Dr. J. Lee Burke, 1926–1927

	
Bohumil Makovsky[image: External link], 1927–1929

	Oscar J. Lehrer, 1929–1932

	J. B. Vandaworker, 1932–1935

	John E. Howard, 1935–1937

	William R. Wehrend, 1937–1939

	Francis R. Todd, 1939–1941

	Dr. F. Lee Bowling, 1941–1947

	Dr. Max A. Mitchell, 1947–1949

	W. Theodore Jones, 1949–1951

	Hugh E. McMillen, 1951–1953

	Charles A. Wiley, 1953–1955

	Donald I. Moore, 1955–1957

	Ronald D. Gregory, 1957–1959

	Dr. Manley R. Whitcomb, 1959–1961

	Floren Thompson, Jr., 1961–1963

	Jack K. Lee, 1963–1965

	Dr. Jay L. Slaughter, 1965–1967

	Wayman E. Walker, 1967–1969

	James A. Jacobsen, 1969–1971

	Dr. Richard Worthington, 1971–1973

	
Dr. Thomas Tyra[image: External link], 1973–1975

	Melbern W. Nixon, 1975–1977

	Donald Stanley, 1977–1979

	Dr. Richard Rodean, 1979–1981

	Dr. David Oakley, 1981–1983

	Dr. Lemuel Berry, Jr., 1983–1985

	Dr. Frank Stubbs, 1985–1987

	Dr. Robert C. Fleming, 1987–1989

	Kenneth M. Corbett, 1989–1991

	Stanley G. Finck, 1991–1993

	Melvin N. Miles, Jr., 1993–1995

	Timothy J. Greenwell, Jr., 1995–1997

	Scott E. Stowell, 1997–1999

	Dr. Michael Golemo, 1999–2001

	Dr. Kirk Randazzo, 2001–2003

	Michael K. Osborn, 2003–2005

	Dr. Rod Chesnutt, 2005–2007

	Dr. Malinda M. Matney, 2007–2009

	Derrick A. Mills, 2009–2011

	Adam D. Cantley, 2011–2013

	Christine Beason, 2013–2015

	Jack D. Lee, 2015–present[80]
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Phi Beta Kappa Society






The Phi Beta Kappa Society (ΦΒΚ) – the oldest honor society[image: External link] for the liberal arts and sciences in the United States[image: External link] – is widely recognized and considered as the nation's most prestigious honor society.[1] Phi Beta Kappa aims to promote and advocate excellence in the liberal arts[image: External link] and sciences[image: External link] and to induct the most outstanding students of arts and sciences at American colleges and universities.[1] Founded at The College of William and Mary[image: External link] on December 5, 1776[image: External link], as the first collegiate Greek-letter fraternity[image: External link], it was among the earliest collegiate fraternal societies and remains the oldest existing American academic honor society.[2] Phi Beta Kappa (ΦΒΚ) stands for Φιλοσοφία Βίου Κυβερνήτης or in Latin letters Philosophia Biou Cybernētēs, which means "Love of learning is the guide of life" or "Philosophy is the governor of one's life."



TOP
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 Membership




According to Phi Beta Kappa, they have chapters in about 10% of American higher learning institutions, and about 10% of these schools' Arts and Sciences graduates are invited to join the society.[3] Although most students are elected their senior year, many colleges elect a very limited number of extremely select students in their junior year, generally less than 2% of the class.[4][5][6][7][8][9][10] Each chapter sets its own academic standards, but all inductees must have studied the liberal arts and sciences, demonstrated "good moral character", and, usually, earned grades placing them in top tenth of their class.[11][12] There is a mandatory initiation fee (between US$50 and US$90, as of 2005), which is sometimes covered by the inductee's university.[12]
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 History




The Phi Beta Kappa Society was founded on December 5, 1776 at the College of William and Mary[image: External link] in Williamsburg, Virginia[image: External link], and established the precedent for naming American college societies after the initial letters of a secret Greek motto.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The group consisted of students who frequented the Raleigh Tavern[image: External link] as a common meeting area off the college campus (a persistent story maintains that a Masonic lodge also met at this tavern, but the Freemasons[image: External link] actually gathered at a different building in Williamsburg;[13] ten of the original members later did become Freemasons).[14]:5 Whether the students organized to meet more freely and discuss non-academic topics, or to discuss politics in a Revolutionary society is unknown; the earliest records indicate only that the students met to debate and engage in oratory, and on topics that would have been not far removed from the curriculum.[14]:83–85[15] In the Phi Beta Kappa Initiation of 1779, the new member was informed, "here then you may for a while disengage yourself from scholastic cares and communicate without reserve whatever reflections you have made upon various objects; remembering that every thing transacted within this room is transacted sub rosa[image: External link], ...here, too, you are to indulge in matters of speculation that freedom of enquiry which ever dispels the clouds of falsehood by the radiant sunshine of truth...".[14]:5

There had been earlier fraternal societies at the College, but these, including the well-known F.H.C. Society (nicknamed "the Flat Hat Club[image: External link]"), founded in 1750, were Latin-letter societies: their names were taken from initial letters of a secret Latin motto. William and Mary alumnus and third U.S. President Thomas Jefferson was perhaps the most famous member of the F.H.C.;[16] other notable members of the original Society included Col. James Innes, St. George Tucker, and George Wythe.[17] Jefferson noted that "When I was a student of Wm. & Mary college of this state, there existed a society called the F.H.C. society, confined to the number of six students only, of which I was a member, but it had no useful object, nor do I know whether it now exists."[14]:5 The best opinion is that the society did not survive the invasion by British forces during the Revolution.[16]

A second Latin-letter fraternity at William and Mary was the P.D.A. Society (publicly known as "Please Don't Ask").[18] John Heath[image: External link], chief organizer of Phi Beta Kappa, according to tradition earlier sought but was refused admission to the P.D.A., though he may instead have disdained to join it (Heath's friend and fellow student William Short later wrote that the P.D.A. "had lost all reputation for letters, and was noted only for the dissipation & conviviality of its members"[14]:84).

The new society was intended to be "purely of domestic manufacture, without any connexion whatever with anything European, either English or German."[14]:84 The founders of Phi Beta Kappa declared that the society was formed for congeniality and to promote good fellowship, with "friendship as its basis and benevolence and literature as its pillars."[14]

Like the older, Latin-letter fraternities, the Phi Beta Kappa was a secret society. To protect its members and to instill a sense of solidarity, each had the essential attributes of most modern fraternities: an oath of secrecy, a badge (or token) and a diploma (or certificate) of membership, mottoes (in the case of the Phi Beta Kappa, in Greek rather than in Latin), a ritual of initiation, a handclasp of recognition; to these, the Phi Beta Kappa would soon add another attribute, branches or "chapters" at other colleges. The new society was given the motto, Φιλοσοφία Βίου Κυβερνήτης or in Latin letters Philosophia Biou Kybernētēs, which means in English The Love for Knowledge[image: External link] be the Guide[image: External link] of Life. Greek[image: External link] was chosen, because Greek was in Roman times[image: External link] the language of science like Latin[image: External link] in medieval times[image: External link].

One official historian of the society, William T. Hastings, and some others believe that the "S" and "P" on the badge, which stood for Societas Philosophiae, "Philosophical Society", was the original name of the Society and that "Phi Beta Kappa" came only over time to be taken as the name of the society. The heading on the original list of members states, "A List of the members, who have been initiated into the S.P. alias Phi Beta Kappa Society."[14]:5

Later, in May 1777, a new sign of recognition was devised: "a salutation of the clasp of the hands, together with an immediate stroke across the mouth with the back of the same hand, and a return with the hand used by the saluted". This new complex of gestures was created to allow the mutual recognition of members "in any foreign country or place."[14]:10

Before the British invasion of Virginia forced the temporary closure of the College of William and Mary and disbandment of the Phi Beta Kappa there early in 1781, Elisha Parmelee, an alumnus of Yale College and Harvard College[image: External link], passed through Williamsburg and took charters from the Phi Beta Kappa to establish branches of the society at these schools. A second chapter was founded at Yale College in late 1780; a third, at Harvard College in 1781; and a fourth, at Dartmouth College[image: External link] in 1787. From these new chapters, the Phi Beta Kappa evolved from a fraternity with principally academic and some social purposes to an entirely honorary organization recognizing scholastic achievement. While the Phi Beta Kappa developed some of the characteristics which still distinguish Greek-letter fraternities, it was left to other students to fill the natural human need for fellowship with kindred students by extension of fraternity to a purely social context.

Further chapters appeared at Union College[image: External link] in 1817, Bowdoin College[image: External link] in 1825, and Brown University[image: External link] in 1830. The original chapter at William and Mary was re-established. In 1831, the Harvard chapter publicly disclosed the fraternity's secrets during a period of strong anti- Masonic[image: External link] sentiment. The first chapter established after the Phi Beta Kappa became an "open" society was that at Trinity College (Connecticut)[image: External link], in 1845.

In the pre-Civil War period Society chapters frequently sponsored addresses by distinguished speakers. Ralph Waldo Emerson's 1837 address at Harvard, "The American Scholar" is the best-known of those addresses, but there were dozens of others at schools such as Bowdoin, Brown, Harvard, Union, and Yale.[19]

As the first collegiate organization of its type to adopt a Greek[image: External link]-letter name, the Phi Beta Kappa is generally considered a forerunner of modern college fraternities[image: External link] as well as the model for later collegiate honorary societies. Ironically, it was partly the rise of true "social" fraternities modelled after Phi Beta Kappa later in the nineteenth century which obviated the social aspects of membership in the organization, transforming it into the honorary society it is today.

By 1883, when the United Chapters of Phi Beta Kappa was established, there were 25 chapters. The first women were elected to the society at the University of Vermont[image: External link] in 1875, and the first African-American member was elected at the same institution two years later. In 1885, however, Phi Beta Kappa eliminated those majoring in engineering from eligibility. This practice continues today.

Each chapter is designated by its state and a Greek letter indicating its position in the order in which that state's chapters were founded. For example, Alpha of Pennsylvania refers to the chapter at Dickinson College[image: External link], founded in 1887; Beta of Pennsylvania, the chapter at Lehigh University[image: External link] (founded later that same year); Gamma of Pennsylvania, the chapter at Lafayette College[image: External link] (1890); and Delta of Pennsylvania, the chapter at the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link] (1892).

By 1920, a total of 89 chapters existed at a variety of schools. New chapters are continually added; as of 2007 there were 276.[20] In 1988, the United Chapters of Phi Beta Kappa officially changed its name to The Phi Beta Kappa Society, recalling the name under which the organization had been established in 1776.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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The symbol of the Phi Beta Kappa Society is a golden key engraved on the obverse with the image of a pointing finger, three stars, and the Greek letters from which the society takes its name. The stars are said today to show the ambition of young pupils and the three distinguishing principles of the Society: friendship, morality, and learning. On the reverse are found the initials "SP" in script, which stand for the Latin words Societas Philosophiae, or "Philosophical Society".

The "key" of Phi Beta Kappa did not begin as a copy of a watchkey. The first insignia was in fact a larger, cut-and-engraved silver medallion, essentially a square of metal with a loop cut integrally with the body of the square from the same sheet of silver, in order to allow for suspension from one or two ribbons worn around the member's neck in the manner in which the older fraternities (and the Freemasonic bodies on which the collegiate societies were in part patterned) wore their own insignia.[18] Later, the size of the medallion was reduced and men took to wearing the insignia on their watch chains as fobs. The post or stem, designed for the winding of pocket-watches, did not appear on fobs until the beginning of the 19th century. The fobs were not even gold at first; the earliest extant 18th-century models were made of silver or pewter, and again it was not until the first quarter of the 19th century that gold largely supplanted the use of silver or pewter. Some notable exceptions did occur, as at Harvard, which until the first decade of the twentieth century continued the use of silver or pewter for some of its keys.

Though several stylistic details have survived since the earliest days—the use of the stars, pointing hand, and Greek letters on the obverse, for example—notable differences exist between older keys and current examples. The name of the recipient was not engraved on the earliest fobs or keys, and was not until the first decade of the nineteenth century. The name of the school from which the fob or key came was also not routinely included on the earliest models, and sometimes the only way to trace a key to a particular school's chapter is by researching the name of the recipient against surviving class records. The number of stars on the obverse has also changed over the years, with never fewer than three, but on some known examples with as many as a dozen (the explanation as to the meaning of the stars in these early cases varies from chapter to chapter). Also, the date of the awarding of the honor is only seen on keys from the second quarter of the nineteenth century onward (some people mistake the date that appears on the fob or key—December 5, 1776—as the date that a particular fob or key was awarded, when in fact it is merely the date of the founding of the society). Only in 1912 was the key made to a uniform standard of size, golden appearance (some are plated), and engraving with the school's name, recipient's name, and date of the award.
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 Activities and publications




The Phi Beta Kappa Society publishes The Key Reporter, a newsletter distributed quarterly to all contributing members and biannually to all other members, and The American Scholar[image: External link], a quarterly subscription-based journal that accepts essays on literature, history, science, public affairs, and culture.[21]

Phi Beta Kappa also funds a number of fellowships, visiting scholar programs, and academic awards.

The Phi Beta Kappa Book Awards are the Ralph Waldo Emerson Award[image: External link], the Christian Gauss Award, and the Phi Beta Kappa Award in Science[image: External link].[22]
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 Chapters




Phi Beta Kappa has 284 chapters. Chapters are approved at the Triennial Conventions.

Main article: List of Phi Beta Kappa chapters[image: External link]
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 Notable members




Since inception, 17 U.S. Presidents, 38 U.S. Supreme Court Justices, and 136 Nobel Laureates have been inducted members.[23]

Main article: List of Phi Beta Kappa members by year of admission[image: External link]
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 Awards




In 2008, the Phi Beta Kappa Society was awarded the Arts and Sciences Advocacy Award from the Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences ( CCAS[image: External link]). CCAS bestows this award upon an individual or organization demonstrating exemplary advocacy for the arts and sciences, flowing from a deep commitment to the intrinsic worth of liberal arts education.[24]
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	Phi Beta Kappa Award in Science[image: External link]

	Phi Kappa Phi[image: External link]

	Phi Theta Kappa[image: External link]
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Rhodes Scholarship






Not to be confused with Road Scholar[image: External link].

The Rhodes Scholarship, named for the British mining magnate and South African politician Cecil John Rhodes[image: External link], is an international postgraduate[image: External link] award for students to study at the University of Oxford.[1] It is widely considered to be one of the world's most prestigious scholarships[image: External link].[2] Established in 1902, it was the first large-scale programme of international scholarships,[3] inspiring the creation of a great many other awards across the globe.

As elaborated on in his will, Cecil Rhodes' goals in creating the Rhodes Scholarships were to promote civic-minded leadership among "young colonists"[4]:24 with "moral force of character and instincts to lead", for "the furtherance of the British Empire, for the bringing of the whole uncivilised world under British rule, for the recovery of the United States, for the making the Anglo-Saxon[image: External link] race but one Empire".[4]:59 With the scholarships, he "aimed at making Oxford University the educational centre of the English-speaking race".[4] Since its creation, controversy[image: External link] has surrounded both its former exclusion of women (thus leading to the establishment of the co-educational Marshall Scholarship[image: External link]), and Rhodes' Anglo-supremacist[image: External link] beliefs and legacy of colonialism[image: External link].

As of 2016, there have been 7,776 scholars since the programme's inception.[5] More than 4,700 are still living.[6]
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 Founding and motivation




The Rhodes Scholarships are administered and awarded by the Rhodes Trust[image: External link], which was established in 1902 under the terms and conditions of the will of Cecil John Rhodes[image: External link], and funded by his legacy. The Trust has been modified by three Acts of Parliament: The Rhodes Estate Act 1916, the Rhodes Trust Act 1929, The Rhodes Trust Act 1946; and most recently by The Rhodes Trust (Modification) Order 1976, a statutory instrument in accordance with Section 78 (4) of the Sex Discrimination Act 1975.[7] Rhodes' motivation in establishing the scholarship is reflected in his will. Writing in 1902, W. T. Stead noted that it "[revealed] him to the world as the first distinguished British statesman whose Imperialism was that of Race and not that of Empire." With the scholarships, he "aimed at making Oxford University the educational centre of the English-speaking race."[4] Rhodes, who attended Oriel College[image: External link], Oxford, chose his alma mater as the site of his great experiment because he believed its residential colleges would be a "great advantage" to "young Colonists" for "giving breadth to their views for instruction in life and manners and for instilling into their minds the advantage to the Colonies as well as to the United Kingdom of the retention of the unity of the Empire."[4]:23 With this motivation in mind, the legacy originally provided for scholarships for the British colonies[image: External link], the United States and Germany. These three were chosen because it was thought that "a good understanding between England, Germany and the United States of America will secure the peace of the world".[4] As he developed the idea for the scholarship, Rhodes wrote that his dream was "the furtherance of the British Empire, for the bringing of the whole uncivilised world under British rule, for the recovery of the United States, for the making the Anglo-Saxon race but one Empire."[4]:59
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 After Rhodes' death




In 1925, the Commonwealth Fund Fellowships[image: External link] (later renamed the Harkness Fellowships[image: External link]) were established to reciprocate the Rhodes Scholarships by enabling British graduates to study in the United States.[8] The Kennedy Scholarship[image: External link] programme, created in 1966 as a memorial to John F. Kennedy, adopts a comparable selection process to the Rhodes Scholarships to allow ten British post-graduate students per year to study at either Harvard[image: External link] or the Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link] (MIT). It also cooperates with universities in China, BLCC for example. BLCC offers high-level scholarships for international students who aim to study Chinese in Beijing. In 1953, the Parliament of the United Kingdom created the Marshall Scholarship[image: External link] as a coeducational alternative to the Rhodes Scholarship that would serve as a "living gift" to the United States.

For at least its first 75 years, Rhodes Scholars usually studied for a second Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] degree. While that remains an option, more recent scholars usually study for an advanced degree[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In recognition of the centenary of the foundation of the Rhodes Trust in 2003, four former Rhodes Scholars were awarded honorary degrees[image: External link] by the University of Oxford. These were John Brademas[image: External link], Bob Hawke[image: External link] (Western Australia and University 1953), Rex Nettleford[image: External link] and David R. Woods. During the centenary celebrations, the foundation of the Mandela Rhodes Foundation was also marked.

In 2013, during the 110th Rhodes Anniversary celebrations, John McCall MacBain[image: External link], Marcy McCall MacBain and the McCall MacBain Foundation donated £75 million towards the fundraising efforts of the Rhodes Trust.[9]

In 2015, Rhodes Scholar R. W. Johnson[image: External link] published a critical account of the decline of the Rhodes Trust under its warden, John Rowett[image: External link], and commended the recovery under wardens Donald Markwell[image: External link] and Charles R. Conn[image: External link].[10]

Cecil Rhodes wished current scholars and Rhodes alumni (in the words of his will) to have "opportunities of meeting and discussing their experiences and prospects". This has been reflected, for example, in the initiation by the first warden (Sir Francis Wylie), of an annual warden's Christmas letter (now supplemented by Rhodes e-news and other communications); the creation of alumni associations in several countries, most prominently the Association of American Rhodes Scholars (which publishes The American Oxonian, founded in 1914, and oversees the Eastman Professorship); and the holding of reunions for Rhodes Scholars of all countries.
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 Selection and Selectivity
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Rhodes's legacy specified four standards by which applicants were to be judged:


	Literary and scholastic attainments;

	Energy to use one's talents to the fullest, as exemplified by fondness for and success in sports (today this is expressed as energy used in many ways, not purely through sports);

	Truth, courage, devotion to duty, sympathy for and protection of the weak, kindliness, unselfishness and fellowship;

	Moral force of character and instincts to lead, and to take an interest in one's fellow beings.



Each country's scholarship varies in its selectivity. In the United States, applicants must first pass a university-internal endorsement process, then proceed to one of the 16 U.S. districts committees. In 2016, approximately 2,500 students sought their institution’s endorsement for the American Rhodes scholarship, among those 882 from 311 institutions were university-endorsed, of whom 32 were ultimately elected. As such, the American Rhodes Scholarship is more selective than the Churchill Scholarship[image: External link], Truman Scholarship[image: External link], Fulbright Scholarship[image: External link], Gates Scholarship[image: External link], Mitchell Scholarship[image: External link], but marginally less selective than the Marshall Scholarship[image: External link] in terms of university-endorsed applicants.[11][12][13] In Canada between 1997-2002, there were an average of 234 university-endorsed applicants annually for 11 scholarships, for an acceptance rate of 4.7%. In addition, Canadian provinces differ widely in the number of applications received, with Ontario receiving 58 applications on average for 2 spots (3.4%) and Newfoundland and Labrador receiving 18 applications for 1 spot (5.7%).[14] According to the Rhodes Trust, the overall global acceptance rate stands at 0.7%, making it one of the most competitive scholarships in the world. [15]

An early change was the elimination of the scholarships for Germany during the First[image: External link] and Second World Wars[image: External link]. No German scholars were chosen from 1914 to 1929, nor from 1940 to 1969.[16] Rhodes's bequest was whittled down considerably in the first decades after his death, as various scholarship trustees were forced to pay taxes upon their own deaths.[citation needed[image: External link]] A change occurred in 1929, when an Act of Parliament[image: External link] established a fund separate from the original proceeds of Rhodes's will and made it possible to expand the number of scholarships. Between 1993 and 1995, scholarships were extended to other countries in the European Community[image: External link].
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 Scholarship terms




Rhodes Scholars may study any full-time postgraduate course offered by the university,[17] whether a taught master's programme, a research degree, or a second undergraduate degree (senior status). In the first instance, the scholarship is awarded for two years. However, it may also be held for one year or three years. Applications for a third year are considered during the course of the second year. University and college fees are paid by the Rhodes Trust[image: External link]. In addition, scholars receive a monthly maintenance stipend[image: External link] to cover accommodation and living expenses.[18][19] Although all scholars become affiliated with a residential college[image: External link] while at Oxford, they also enjoy access to Rhodes House[image: External link], an early 20th-century mansion with numerous public rooms, gardens, a library, study areas, and other facilities.
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 Scholarship Allocations




Main article: Allocation of Rhodes Scholarships[image: External link]




	Geographic

constituency
	2013

allocation


	1902

allocation

[4][16]




	Australia[20][21]

	9
	6



	Bermuda[22]

	1
	1



	Canada[23]

	11
	2



	Newfoundland
	0
	1



	Germany[24]

	2
	5



	Hong Kong
	1
	 —



	India[25][26]

	5
	 —



	Jamaica[27]

	1
	1



	Commonwealth

Caribbean
	1
	 —



	Kenya
	2
	 —



	New Zealand[28][29][30]

	3
	1



	Pakistan
	1
	 —



	Southern Africa[31][32]

	10
	5



	United States[33][34][35]

	32
	32



	Zambia &

Zimbabwe

(formerly Rhodesia)

	2

2

—
	 —

—

3



	Total
	83
	57




There were originally 57 scholarships.[4][16]

Four South African[image: External link] boys' schools were mentioned in Rhodes' will, each to receive an annual scholarship: the Boys High School[image: External link], in Stellenbosch[image: External link] (today known as Paul Roos Gymnasium); the Diocesan College[image: External link] (Bishops) in Rondebosch[image: External link]; the South African College Schools[image: External link] (SACS) in Newlands[image: External link]; and St Andrew's College[image: External link] in Grahamstown[image: External link]. These have subsequently been opened also to former students of their partner schools (girls' or co-educational schools).[36]

During the ensuing 100 years, the trustees have added about another 40 scholarships at one time or another, though not all have continued. Some of these extended the scheme to Commonwealth countries not mentioned in the will.[6] A more detailed allocation by region by year can be found at Rhodes Scholarship Allocations[image: External link]. Very brief summaries of some of the terms and conditions can be found on the trust's website.[37][38] Complete details can be obtained from the nominating countries.[39]

Currently, scholars are selected from citizens of 14 specified geographic constituencies,[40][41] namely: Australia; Bermuda; Canada; Germany; Hong Kong; India; Jamaica & Commonwealth Caribbean; Kenya; New Zealand; Pakistan; Southern Africa (South Africa and neighbours Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia and Swaziland); United States; Zambia; and Zimbabwe. The year 2015 saw the expansion of the Rhodes Scholarship into new territories, first with the announcement of a yet-to-be-determined number of scholarships for China[image: External link],[42] later with the announcement of one to two scholarships per year for the United Arab Emirates[image: External link].[43] The organisation administering the scholarships is preparing to begin naming scholars from China. The move into China is the biggest expansion since women became eligible in the 1970s.[44]
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 Exclusion of women before 1977, and before 2012 in South Africa




The Rhodes Scholarship was open only to men until 1977, when an Act of Parliament changed Rhodes' will to extend the selection criteria to include women.[45] Before that amendment, some universities protested against the exclusion of women by nominating female candidates, who were later disqualified at the state level of the American competition.[46] In 1977, the first year women were eligible, 24 women (out of 72 total scholars) were selected worldwide, with 13 women and 19 men selected from the United States.[47] Since then, the average female share of the scholarship in the United States had been around 35 percent.[47]

In South Africa, the will of Cecil Rhodes expressly allocated scholarships to four all-male private schools. In 1992, one of the four schools partnered with an all-girls school in order to allow female applicants. In 2012, the three remaining schools followed suit to allow women to apply.[48] Today, 4 of the 9 scholarships allocated to South Africa are open only to students and alumni of these schools and partner schools.[48]
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 Exclusion of Black Africans before 1991




Beginning in 1970, scholars began protesting against the fact that all Rhodes Scholars from southern Africa were white, with 120 Oxford dons and 80 of the 145 Rhodes Scholars in residence at the time signing a petition calling for non-white scholars to be elected in 1971.[49]:238 The case of South Africa was especially difficult to resolve, because in his will establishing the scholarships, unlike for other constituencies, Rhodes specifically allocated four scholarships to alumni of four white-only private secondary schools. According to Schaeper and Schaeper, the issue became "explosive" in the 1970s and 1980s as scholars argued that the scholarship be changed while the trustees argued they were powerless to change the will.[49]:236–237 Despite such protests, only in 1991 with the rise of the African National Congress did black South Africans begin to win the scholarships.[49]:240
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 Criticism as colonialist




See also: Rhodes Must Fall[image: External link] and Cecil Rhodes § Political Views[image: External link]


Public criticism of the scholarship has also focused on Cecil Rhodes's alleged white supremacist views. For example, in 1966, regional committees in interviews asked a white American candidate to assure them he would not publicly belittle the scholarship after he referred to its founding on "blood money".[49]:238 In 2015, a South African Rhodes Scholar, Ntokozo Qwabe, began a campaign to address Rhodes' controversial historical and political legacy[image: External link], with a focus on "dismantling the open glorification of colonial genocide in educational & other public spaces – which makes it easy for British people to believe that these genocides were 'not that bad' – and props up the continuing structural legacies of British colonialism, neocolonialism, and ongoing imperialism".[50] Among other things, the campaign called for the removal of a statue of Rhodes from Oriel College and changes to Oxford's curriculum.[51] While the college agreed to review the placement of the statue, the Chancellor of the university, Lord Patten, warned against "pandering to contemporary views".[52]

A group of Rhodes Scholars also created the group Redress Rhodes whose mission was to "attain a more critical, honest, and inclusive reflection of the legacy of Cecil John Rhodes" and to "make reparative justice a more central theme for Rhodes Scholars." Their demands include, among other things, shifting the Rhodes Scholarships awarded exclusively to previously all-white South African Schools (rather than the at-large national pool), dedicating a "space at Rhodes House for the critical engagement with Cecil Rhodes' legacy, as well as imperial history", and ending a ceremonial toast Rhodes Scholars make to the founder.[53] While the group does not have a position on the removal of the statue, its co-founder has called for the scholarship to be renamed as it is "the ultimate form of veneration and colonial apologism; it’s a large part of why many continue to understand Rhodes as a benevolent founder and benefactor."[54]

Public criticism has also focused on the alleged hypocrisy of applying for and accepting the Rhodes Scholarship while criticizing it, with University of Cambridge academic Mary Beard[image: External link], writing in The Times Literary Supplement[image: External link], arguing that Scholars "[could not] have your cake and eat it here: I mean you can't whitewash Rhodes out of history, but go on using his cash."[50][55] Reacting to this criticism, Qwabe replied that "all that [Rhodes] looted must absolutely be returned immediately. I’m no beneficiary of Rhodes. I’m a beneficiary of the resources and labour of my people which Rhodes pillaged and slaved."[54][56] A group of 198 Rhodes Scholars of various years later signed a statement supporting Qwabe and arguing that there was "no hypocrisy in being a recipient of a Rhodes scholarship and being publicly critical of Cecil Rhodes and his legacy – a legacy that continues to alienate, silence, exclude and dehumanise in unacceptable ways. There is no clause that binds us to find 'the good' in Rhodes' character, nor to sanitise the imperialist, colonial agenda he propagated."[54]
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 Criticism over recipients declining to pursue careers in public service




The tendency of a growing number of Rhodes Scholars to enter business or private law as opposed to public service, for which the scholarship was intended, has been a source of frequent criticism and "occasional embarrassment".[57] Writing in 2009, the Secretary of the Rhodes Trust criticised the trend of Rhodes Scholars to pursue careers on Wall Street, noting that "more than twice as many [now] went into business in just one year than did in the entire 1970s", attributing it to "grotesque" remuneration offered by such occupations.[58] At least a "half dozen" 1990s Rhodes Scholars were partners at Goldman Sachs[image: External link] and, since the 1980s, McKinsey[image: External link] has had numerous Rhodes Scholars as partners. Similarly, of Rhodes Scholars who became attorneys, about one-third serve as staff attorneys for private corporations, while another third remain in private practice or academic posts.[59]

According to Schaeper and Schaper, "From 1904 to the present, the programme's critics have had two main themes: first, that too many scholars were content with comfortable, safe jobs in academe, in law, and in business; second, that too few had careers in government or other fields where public service was the number-one goal."[60] Andrew Sullivan[image: External link] wrote in 1988 that "of the 1,900 or so living American scholars ... about 250 fill middle-rank administrative and professorial positions in middle-rank state colleges and universities ... [while] another 260...have ended up as lawyers."[61]
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 Quality of Post-Graduate Education at Oxford




In 2007, an op-ed by two American Rhodes Scholars caused an "international row over Oxford's status as a top university"[62] when they criticized the university's post-graduate education as "outdated" and "frustrating" in comparison to their education in the United States, specifically pointing to the perceived low quality of instruction and an insufficient scholarship stipend for living expenses. They also criticized the Rhodes application process itself, arguing that potential applicants should not apply unless they are "ready to study and live in Oxford."[63]

The original op-ed spurred responses on both sides of the Atlantic.[64][65][66] Other students critiqued the authors for their tone of "ingratitude and entitlement," while The Sunday Times[image: External link] noted that it fueled the "long rivalry between Harvard, Cambridge and Oxford" and existing concerns about the quality of British graduate education. In response, the Rhodes Trust released two statements, one to the Sunday Times arguing that their view was "unrepresentative of the vast majority of Americans" studying at Oxford,[67] and another as a reply to the original op-ed arguing that "false expectations," particularly for those uncertain about their degree choice, and going to Oxford for the "wrong reasons," could contribute to dissatisfaction.[68]
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 Notable scholars and career trajectories




See also: List of Rhodes Scholars[image: External link]


Surveying the history of the Rhodes Scholarship, Schaeper and Schaeper conclude that "while "few of them have 'changed the world' ... most of them have been a credit to their professions ... and communities", finding that "the great majority of Rhodes Scholars have had solid, respectable careers."[69] Eight former Rhodes scholars subsequently became heads of government or heads of state[image: External link], including Wasim Sajjad[image: External link] (Pakistan), Bill Clinton (United States), Dom Mintoff[image: External link] (Malta), John Turner[image: External link] (Canada), Norman Manley[image: External link] (Jamaica) and three Australian prime ministers: Bob Hawke[image: External link], Tony Abbott[image: External link] and Malcolm Turnbull[image: External link].

Between 1951–1997, 32% of American Rhodes Scholars pursued careers in education and academia, 20% in law, 15% in business and 10% in medicine and science.[70] Although Cecil Rhodes imagined that scholars would "pursue a full-time career in government ... the number of scholars in local, state and federal government has remained at a steady 7 percent" over the past century. Of the 200 or so scholars who have spent their careers in government, "most of them have had solid, but undistinguished careers," while "perhaps forty or can be said to have had a significant, national impact in their particular areas."[71]

At least three scholars have served prison terms since the 1980s (one of them being Mel Reynolds[image: External link], for statutory rape & Mahmood Farooqui, for rape of a research scholar [72]) and around three dozen have committed suicide in the history of the programme.[73]
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See also: Comparison of the Marshall Scholarship to other Scholarships[image: External link]


As the first large-scale programme of international scholarships,[3] the Rhodes Scholarship inspired the creation of other awards, including:


	The international Fulbright Program[image: External link] to teach study/research or teach English in over 150 countries (1946)

	The Marshall Scholarship[image: External link] for Americans to study at any university in the United Kingdom (1953)

	The Churchill Scholarship[image: External link] for Americans to study at Churchill College[image: External link] at the University of Cambridge[image: External link] (1959)

	The Kennedy Scholarship[image: External link] for British nationals to study at Harvard University[image: External link] or the Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link] (1964)

	The Harkness Fellowship[image: External link] for citizens of nine countries to conduct research related to health policy in the United States (1997)

	The Mitchell Scholarship[image: External link] for Americans to study at any university in Ireland (2000)

	The international Gates Cambridge Scholarship[image: External link] to study at the University of Cambridge[image: External link] (2000)

	The John Monash Scholarship[image: External link] for Australians to study at any university worldwide (2004)

	The international Yenching Scholarship[image: External link] for study at Peking University[image: External link] (2015)

	The international Schwarzman Scholarship[image: External link] for study at Tsinghua University[image: External link] (2016)

	The international Knight-Hennessy Scholars[image: External link] to study at Stanford University[image: External link] (2018)



In structure and selection criteria, the scholarship is most similar to the Gates Cambridge Scholarship[image: External link], Marshall Scholarship[image: External link] and UK Fulbright Program[image: External link]. Like the Rhodes, the Marshall is a two-stage geographic scholarship organised through districts in selecting countries. Like the Gates Cambridge, the Rhodes is tenable at only one university. In structure, the Marshall Scholarship is more flexible than the Rhodes Scholarship, in that Marshall Scholars can study at any British university and can also attend a different university each year during a scholar's tenure. In addition, a limited number of one-year Marshall scholarships are available. The Marshall Scholarship also places a greater emphasis on academic achievement and potential, requiring a minimum grade point average of 3.7. For example, winners of the Marshall Scholarship from Harvard University[image: External link] have had average GPAs of 3.92, while winners of the Rhodes Scholarship from Harvard have had an average GPA of 3.8.[74]
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 See also





	List of Rhodes Scholars[image: External link]

	Rhodes House[image: External link]

	Churchill Scholarship[image: External link]

	Clarendon Scholarship[image: External link]

	Fulbright Scholarship[image: External link]

	Gates Cambridge Scholarship[image: External link]

	Harkness Fellowship[image: External link]

	Harry S. Truman Scholarship[image: External link]

	Kennedy Scholarship[image: External link]

	Knight-Hennessy Scholarship[image: External link]

	Marshall Scholarship[image: External link]

	Mitchell Scholarship[image: External link]

	
Schwarzman Scholarship[image: External link] at Tsinghua University[image: External link]


	Udall Scholarship[image: External link]

	
Yenching Scholarship[image: External link] at Peking University[image: External link]
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University of Oxford






Coordinates[image: External link]: 51.7611°N 1.2534°W[image: External link]

The University of Oxford (informally Oxford University or simply Oxford) is a collegiate[image: External link] research university[image: External link] located in Oxford, England[image: External link]. It has no known date of foundation, but there is evidence of teaching as far back as 1096,[1] making it the oldest university in the English-speaking world[image: External link] and the world's second-oldest university in continuous operation[image: External link].[1][11] It grew rapidly from 1167 when Henry II[image: External link] banned English students from attending the University of Paris[image: External link].[1] After disputes between students and Oxford townsfolk in 1209, some academics fled north-east to Cambridge[image: External link] where they established what became the University of Cambridge[image: External link].[12] The two "ancient universities[image: External link]" are frequently jointly referred to as " Oxbridge[image: External link]".

The university is made up of a variety of institutions, including 38 constituent colleges[image: External link] and a full range of academic departments which are organised into four divisions.[13] All the colleges are self-governing institutions within the university, each controlling its own membership and with its own internal structure and activities.[14] Being a city university, it does not have a main campus; instead, its buildings and facilities are scattered throughout the city centre. Most undergraduate teaching[image: External link] at Oxford is organised around weekly tutorials[image: External link] at the colleges and halls, supported by classes, lectures and laboratory work provided by university faculties and departments.

The university operates the world's oldest university museum[image: External link], as well as the largest university press[image: External link] in the world[15] and the largest academic library system in Britain.[16] Oxford has educated many notable alumni, including 28 Nobel laureates[image: External link], 27 Prime Ministers of the United Kingdom[image: External link], and many heads of state and government around the world.[17] Oxford is the home of the Rhodes Scholarship, one of the world's oldest and most prestigious international scholarships, which has brought graduate students to study at the university for more than a century.[18]
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See also: Timeline of Oxford[image: External link]
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The University of Oxford has no known foundation date.[19] Teaching at Oxford existed in some form as early as 1096, but it is unclear when a university came into being.[1] It grew quickly in 1167 when English students returned from the University of Paris[image: External link].[1] The historian Gerald of Wales[image: External link] lectured to such scholars in 1188 and the first known foreign scholar, Emo of Friesland[image: External link], arrived in 1190. The head of the university had the title of chancellor[image: External link] from at least 1201, and the masters were recognised as a universitas or corporation in 1231. The university was granted a royal charter in 1248 during the reign of King Henry III[image: External link].[20]

After disputes between students and Oxford townsfolk in 1209, some academics fled from the violence to Cambridge[image: External link], later forming the University of Cambridge[image: External link].[12][21]

The students associated together on the basis of geographical origins, into two " nations[image: External link]", representing the North (northerners or Boreales, who included the English people[image: External link] from north of the River Trent[image: External link] and the Scots[image: External link]) and the South (southerners or Australes, who included English people from south of the Trent, the Irish and the Welsh[image: External link]).[22][23] In later centuries, geographical origins continued to influence many students' affiliations when membership of a college[image: External link] or hall became customary in Oxford. In addition, members of many religious orders[image: External link], including Dominicans[image: External link], Franciscans[image: External link], Carmelites[image: External link] and Augustinians[image: External link], settled in Oxford in the mid-13th century, gained influence and maintained houses or halls for students.[24] At about the same time, private benefactors established colleges as self-contained scholarly communities. Among the earliest such founders were William of Durham[image: External link], who in 1249 endowed University College,[24] and John Balliol[image: External link], father of a future King of Scots[image: External link]; Balliol College[image: External link] bears his name.[22] Another founder, Walter de Merton[image: External link], a Lord Chancellor[image: External link] of England and afterwards Bishop of Rochester[image: External link], devised a series of regulations for college life;[25][26] Merton College[image: External link] thereby became the model for such establishments at Oxford,[27] as well as at the University of Cambridge. Thereafter, an increasing number of students lived in colleges rather than in halls and religious houses.[24]

In 1333–34, an attempt by some dissatisfied Oxford scholars to found a new university at Stamford, Lincolnshire[image: External link] was blocked by the universities of Oxford and Cambridge petitioning King Edward III[image: External link].[28] Thereafter, until the 1820s, no new universities were allowed to be founded in England, even in London; thus, Oxford and Cambridge had a duopoly, which was unusual in western European countries.[29][30]
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 Renaissance period




The new learning of the Renaissance[image: External link] greatly influenced Oxford from the late 15th century onwards. Among university scholars of the period were William Grocyn[image: External link], who contributed to the revival of Greek language[image: External link] studies, and John Colet[image: External link], the noted biblical scholar[image: External link].

With the English Reformation[image: External link] and the breaking of communion with the Roman Catholic Church, recusant[image: External link] scholars from Oxford fled to continental Europe, settling especially at the University of Douai[image: External link].[31] The method of teaching at Oxford was transformed from the medieval scholastic method[image: External link] to Renaissance education, although institutions associated with the university suffered losses of land and revenues. As a centre of learning and scholarship, Oxford's reputation declined in the Age of Enlightenment[image: External link]; enrolments fell and teaching was neglected.

In 1637,[citation needed[image: External link]] William Laud[image: External link], the chancellor and Archbishop of Canterbury[image: External link], codified the university's statutes. These, to a large extent, remained its governing regulations until the mid-19th century. Laud was also responsible for the granting of a charter securing privileges for the University Press[image: External link], and he made significant contributions to the Bodleian Library[image: External link], the main library of the university. From the beginnings of the Church of England[image: External link] as the established church[image: External link] until 1866, membership of the church was a requirement to receive the BA degree from the university and " dissenters[image: External link]" were only permitted to receive the MA in 1871.[32]

The university was a centre of the Royalist[image: External link] party during the English Civil War[image: External link] (1642–1649), while the town favoured the opposing Parliamentarian[image: External link] cause.[33] From the mid-18th century onwards, however, the University of Oxford took little part in political conflicts.

Wadham College[image: External link], founded in 1610, was the undergraduate college of Sir Christopher Wren[image: External link]. Wren was part of a brilliant group of experimental scientists at Oxford in the 1650s, the Oxford Philosophical Club[image: External link], which included Robert Boyle[image: External link] and Robert Hooke[image: External link]. This group held regular meetings at Wadham under the guidance of the College's Warden, John Wilkins[image: External link], and the group formed the nucleus which went on to found the Royal Society[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Modern period
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The curriculum at Oxford before the reforms was notoriously narrow and impractical. Sir Spencer Walpole[image: External link], a historian of contemporary Britain and a senior government official, had not attended any university. He says, "few medical men, few solicitors, few persons intended for commerce or trade, ever dreamed of passing through a university career." He quotes the Oxford University Commissioners in 1852 stating: "The education imparted at Oxford was not such as to conduce to the advancement in life of many persons, except those intended for the ministry."[34] Nevertheless, Walpole argued:


	Among the many deficiencies attending a university education there was, however, one good thing about it, and that was the education which the undergraduates gave themselves. It was impossible to collect some thousand or twelve hundred of the best young man in England, to give them the opportunity of making acquaintance with one another, and full liberty to live their lives in their own way, without evolving in the best among them, some admirable qualities of loyalty, independence, and self-control. If the average undergraduate carried from University little or no learning, which was of any service to him, he carried from it a knowledge of men and respect for his fellows and himself, a reverence for the past, a code of honour for the present, which could not but be serviceable. He had enjoyed opportunities... of intercourse with men, some of whom were certain to rise to the highest places in the Senate, in the Church, or at the Bar. He might have mixed with them in his sports, in his studies, and perhaps in his debating society; and any associations which he had this formed had been useful to him at the time, and might be a source of satisfaction to him in after life.[35]




Out of the students who matriculated in 1840, 65% were sons of professionals (34% were Anglican ministers). After graduation 87% became professionals (59% as Anglican clergy). Out of the students who matriculated in 1870, 59% were sons of professionals (25% were Anglican ministers). After graduation 87% became professionals (42% as Anglican clergy).[36][37]

M.C. Curthoys and H.S. Jones argue that the rise of organised sport was one of the most remarkable and distinctive features of the history of the universities of Oxford and Cambridge in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. It was carried over from the athleticism prevalent at the public schools such as Eton and Harrow.[38]

At the start of 1914 the university housed about 3000 undergraduates and about 100 postgraduate students. During the First World War many undergraduates and Fellows joined the armed forces. By 1918 virtually all Fellows were in uniform, and the student population in residence was reduced to 12 per cent[of what?[image: External link]].[39] The University Roll of Service[image: External link] records that, in total, 14,792 members of the university served in the war, with 2,716 (18.36%) killed.[40] Not all the members of the university who served in the Great War were on the Allied side; there is a remarkable memorial to members of New College who served in the German armed forces, bearing the inscription, 'In memory of the men of this college who coming from a foreign land entered into the inheritance of this place and returning fought and died for their country in the war 1914-1918'. During the war years the university buildings became hospitals, cadet schools and military training camps.[39]
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Two high-powered parliamentary commissions in 1852 issued recommendations for Oxford and Cambridge. Archibald Campbell Tait[image: External link], former headmaster of Rugby School, was a key member of the Oxford Commission; he wanted Oxford to follow the German and Scottish model in which the professorship was paramount. The Commission's report envisioned a centralised university run predominantly by professors and faculties, with a much stronger emphasis on research. The professional staff should be strengthened and better paid. For students, restrictions on entry should be dropped, and more opportunity given to poorer families. It called for an enlargement of the curriculum, with honours to be awarded in many new fields. Undergraduate scholarships should be open to all Britons. Graduate fellowships should be opened up to all members of the University. It recommended that Fellows be released from an obligation for ordination. Students were to be allowed to save money by boarding in the city, instead of in a college.[41][42]

The system of separate honour schools[image: External link] for different subjects began in 1802, with Mathematics and Literae Humaniores[image: External link].[43] Schools of "Natural Sciences" and "Law, and Modern History" were added in 1853.[43] By 1872, the last of these had split into "Jurisprudence" and "Modern History". Theology became the sixth honour school.[44] In addition to these B.A. Honours degrees, the postgraduate Bachelor of Civil Law (B.C.L.)[image: External link] was, and still is, offered.[45]

The mid-19th century saw the impact of the Oxford Movement[image: External link] (1833–1845), led among others by the future Cardinal Newman[image: External link]. The influence of the reformed model of German universities reached Oxford via key scholars such as Edward Bouverie Pusey[image: External link], Benjamin Jowett[image: External link] and Max Müller[image: External link].

Administrative reforms during the 19th century included the replacement of oral examinations with written entrance tests, greater tolerance for religious dissent[image: External link], and the establishment of four women's colleges. Privy Council decisions in the 20th century (e.g. the abolition of compulsory daily worship, dissociation of the Regius Professorship of Hebrew from clerical status, diversion of colleges' theological bequests to other purposes) loosened the link with traditional belief and practice. Furthermore, although the university's emphasis had historically been on classical knowledge, its curriculum expanded during the 19th century to include scientific and medical studies. Knowledge of Ancient Greek[image: External link] was required for admission until 1920, and Latin until 1960.

The University of Oxford began to award doctorates in the first third of the 20th century. The first Oxford DPhil in mathematics was awarded in 1921.[46]

The mid-20th century saw many distinguished continental scholars, displaced by Nazism[image: External link] and communism, relocating to Oxford.

The list of distinguished scholars at the University of Oxford is long and includes many who have made major contributions to politics, the sciences, medicine, and literature. More than 50 Nobel laureates and more than 50 world leaders[image: External link] have been affiliated with the University of Oxford.[17]
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The university passed a statute in 1875 allowing examinations for women at roughly undergraduate level;[47] for a brief period in the early 1900s, this allowed the "steamboat ladies[image: External link]" to receive ad eundem[image: External link] degrees from the University of Dublin[image: External link].[48] The first four women's colleges were established through the efforts of the Association for Promoting the Higher Education of Women (AEW). Lady Margaret Hall[image: External link] (1878)[49] was followed by Somerville College[image: External link] in 1879;[50] the first 21 students from Somerville and Lady Margaret Hall attended lectures in rooms above an Oxford baker's shop.[47] The first two colleges for women were followed by St Hugh's[image: External link] (1886),[51] St Hilda's[image: External link] (1893)[52] and St Anne's College[image: External link] (1952).[53] In the early 20th century, Oxford and Cambridge were widely perceived to be bastions of male privilege[image: External link],[54] however the integration of women into Oxford moved forward during the First World War. In 1916 women were admitted as medical students on a par with men, and in 1917 the university accepted financial responsibility for women's examinations.[39] On 7 October 1920 women became eligible for admission as full members of the university and were given the right to take degrees.[55] In 1927 the university's dons created a quota that limited the number of female students to a quarter that of men, a ruling which was not abolished until 1957.[47] However, before the 1970s all Oxford colleges were for men or women only, so that the number of women was limited by the capacity of the women's colleges to admit students. It was not until 1959 that the women's colleges were given full collegiate status.

In 1974, Brasenose[image: External link], Jesus[image: External link], Wadham[image: External link], Hertford[image: External link] and St Catherine's[image: External link] became the first previously all-male colleges to admit women.[56][57]

In 2008, the last single-sex college, St Hilda's, admitted its first men, so that all colleges are now co-residential. By 1988, 40% of undergraduates at Oxford were female;[58] the ratio was about 46%:54% in men's favour for the 2012 undergraduate admission.[59]

The detective novel Gaudy Night[image: External link] by Dorothy L. Sayers[image: External link], herself one of the first women to gain an academic degree from Oxford, is largely set in a (fictional) women's college at Oxford, and the issue of women's education is central to its plot.
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The university is a "city university" in that it does not have a main campus; instead, colleges, departments, accommodation, and other facilities are scattered throughout the city centre. The Science Area[image: External link], in which most science departments are located, is the area that bears closest resemblance to a campus. The ten-acre (4 hectare) Radcliffe Observatory Quarter[image: External link] in the northwest of the city is currently under development. However, the larger colleges' sites are of similar size to these areas.

Iconic university buildings include the Radcliffe Camera[image: External link], the Sheldonian Theatre[image: External link] used for music concerts, lectures, and university ceremonies, and the Examination Schools[image: External link], where examinations and some lectures take place. The University Church of St Mary the Virgin[image: External link] was used for university ceremonies before the construction of the Sheldonian. Christ Church Cathedral[image: External link] uniquely serves as both a college chapel and as a cathedral.

In 2012–13, the university built the controversial one-hectare (400m × 25m) Castle Mill[image: External link] development of 4–5-storey blocks of student flats overlooking Cripley Meadow[image: External link] and the historic Port Meadow[image: External link], blocking views of the spires in the city centre.[60] The development has been likened to building a "skyscraper beside Stonehenge[image: External link]".[61]
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The University Parks[image: External link] are a 70-acre (28 ha) parkland area in the northeast of the city. It is open to the public during daylight hours. As well as providing gardens and exotic plants, the Parks contains numerous sports fields, used for official and unofficial fixtures, and also contains sites of special interest including the Genetic Garden, an experimental garden to elucidate and investigate evolutionary processes.

The Botanic Garden[image: External link] on the High Street[image: External link] is the oldest botanic garden[image: External link] in the UK. It contains over 8,000 different plant species on 1.8 ha (4 1⁄2 acres). It is one of the most diverse yet compact major collections of plants in the world and includes representatives of over 90% of the higher plant families. The Harcourt Arboretum[image: External link] is a 130-acre (53 ha) site six miles (10 km) south of the city that includes native woodland and 67 acres (27 hectares) of meadow. The 1,000-acre (4.0 km2) Wytham Woods[image: External link] are owned by the university and used for research in zoology[image: External link] and climate change[image: External link].

There are also various collegiate-owned open spaces open to the public, including Bagley Wood[image: External link] and most notably Christ Church Meadow[image: External link].[62]
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See also: Category:Departments of the University of Oxford[image: External link]


As a collegiate university[image: External link], Oxford's structure can be confusing to those unfamiliar with it. The university is a federation, comprising over forty self-governing colleges[image: External link] and halls[image: External link], along with a central administration headed by the Vice-Chancellor[image: External link].

Academic departments are located centrally within the structure of the federation; they are not affiliated with any particular college. Departments provide facilities for teaching and research, determine the syllabi and guidelines for the teaching of students, perform research, and deliver lectures and seminars.

Colleges arrange the tutorial teaching for their undergraduates, and the members of an academic department are spread around many colleges. Though certain colleges do have subject alignments (e.g., Nuffield College[image: External link] as a centre for the social sciences), these are exceptions, and most colleges will have a broad mix of academics and students from a diverse range of subjects. Facilities such as libraries are provided on all these levels: by the central university (the Bodleian[image: External link]), by the departments (individual departmental libraries, such as the English Faculty Library), and by colleges (each of which maintains a multi-discipline library for the use of its members).
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The university's formal head is the Chancellor[image: External link], currently Lord Patten of Barnes[image: External link], though as at most British universities, the Chancellor is a titular figure, and is not involved with the day-to-day running of the university. The Chancellor is elected by the members of Convocation[image: External link], a body comprising all graduates of the university, and holds office until death.[63]

The Vice-Chancellor[image: External link], currently Louise Richardson[image: External link],[5][6] is the de facto head of the university. Five pro-vice-chancellors have specific responsibilities for education; research; planning and resources; development and external affairs; and personnel and equal opportunities. The University Council is the executive policy-forming body, which consists of the vice-chancellor as well as heads of departments and other members elected by Congregation[image: External link], in addition to observers from the students' union[image: External link]. Congregation, the "parliament of the dons", comprises over 3,700 members of the university's academic and administrative staff, and has ultimate responsibility for legislative matters: it discusses and pronounces on policies proposed by the University Council.

Two university proctors[image: External link], elected annually on a rotating basis from two of the colleges, are the internal ombudsmen who make sure that the university and its members adhere to its statutes. This role incorporates student welfare and discipline, as well as oversight of the university's proceedings. The university's professors are collectively referred to as the "Statutory Professors of the University of Oxford". They are particularly influential in the running of the university's graduate programmes. Examples of statutory professors are the Chichele Professorships[image: External link] and the Drummond Professor of Political Economy. The various academic faculties, departments, and institutes are organised into four divisions, each with its own head and elected board. They are the Humanities division[image: External link]; the Social Sciences Division; the Mathematical, Physical and Life Sciences Division; and the Medical Sciences Division[image: External link].

The University of Oxford is a "public university" in the sense that it receives some public money from the government, but it is a "private university" in the sense that it is entirely self-governing and, in theory, could choose to become entirely private by rejecting public funds.[64]
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Main article: Colleges of the University of Oxford[image: External link]


To be a member of the university, all students, and most academic staff, must also be a member of a college or hall. There are 38 colleges of the University of Oxford[image: External link] and six Permanent Private Halls[image: External link], each controlling its membership and with its own internal structure and activities.[14] Not all colleges offer all courses, but they generally cover a broad range of subjects.

The colleges are:






The Permanent Private Halls were founded by different Christian denominations. One difference between a college and a PPH is that whereas colleges are governed by the fellows of the college, the governance of a PPH resides, at least in part, with the corresponding Christian denomination. The six current PPHs are:






The PPHs and colleges join together as the Conference of Colleges, which represents the common concerns of the several colleges[image: External link] of the university, and to discuss policy and to deal with the central university administration.[65][66] The Conference of Colleges was established as a recommendation of the Franks[image: External link] Commission in 1965.[67]

Teaching members of the colleges (i.e. fellows and tutors) are collectively and familiarly known as dons[image: External link], although the term is rarely used by the university itself. In addition to residential and dining facilities, the colleges provide social, cultural, and recreational activities for their members. Colleges have responsibility for admitting undergraduates and organising their tuition; for graduates, this responsibility falls upon the departments. There is no common title for the heads of colleges: the titles used include Warden, Provost, Principal, President, Rector, Master and Dean.
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In 2014/15, the university had an income of £1,429m; key sources were research grants (£522.9m) and academic fees (£258.3m).[68] The colleges had a total income of £415m,[69]

While the university has a larger annual income and operating budget, the colleges have a larger aggregate endowment: over £3.8bn compared to the university's £834m.[70] The Central University's endowment, along with some of the colleges', is managed by the university's wholly owned endowment management office, Oxford University Endowment Management, formed in 2007.[71] The university has substantial investments in fossil fuel companies, and in 2014 began consultations on whether it should follow some US universities which have committed to sell off their fossil fuel investments.[72]

The University was one of the first in the UK to raise money through a major public fundraising campaign, The Campaign for Oxford[image: External link]. The current campaign, its second, was launched in May 2008 and is entitled "Oxford Thinking – The Campaign for the University of Oxford".[73] This is looking to support three areas: academic posts and programmes, student support, and buildings and infrastructure;[74] having passed its original target of £1.25 billion in March 2012, the target has now been raised to £3 billion.[68] The university has raised £2 billion so far in 2015.[75]
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Oxford is a member of the Russell Group[image: External link] of research-led British universities[image: External link], the G5[image: External link], the League of European Research Universities[image: External link], and the International Alliance of Research Universities[image: External link]. It is also a core member of the Europaeum[image: External link] and forms part of the "golden triangle[image: External link]" of highly research intensive and elite English universities.[76]
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	UCAS Admission Statistics



	
	2016
	2015
	2014
	2013
	2012



	Applications[77]
	19,750
	19,040
	17,980
	17,770
	18,080



	Offer Rate (%)[78]
	24.7
	24.8
	25.4
	25.0
	24.9



	Enrols[79]
	3,295
	3,255
	3,190
	3,225
	3,280



	Yield (%)[image: External link]
	67.5
	68.9
	69.9
	72.6
	72.9



	Applicant/Enrolled Ratio
	5.99
	5.85
	5.64
	5.51
	5.51



	Average Entry Tariff[image: External link][80]
	n/a
	570
	574
	571
	580




In common with most British universities, prospective students apply through the UCAS[image: External link] application system, but prospective applicants for the University of Oxford, along with those for medicine, dentistry, and University of Cambridge[image: External link] applicants, must observe an earlier deadline of 15 October.[83]

To allow a more personalised judgement of students, who might otherwise apply for both, undergraduate applicants are not permitted to apply to both Oxford and Cambridge in the same year. The only exceptions are applicants for organ scholarships[image: External link][84] and those applying to read for a second undergraduate degree.[85]

Most applicants choose to apply to one of the individual colleges, which work with each other to ensure that the best students gain a place somewhere at the university regardless of their college preferences.[86] Shortlisting is based on achieved and predicted exam results, school references, and, in some subjects, written admission tests or candidate-submitted written work. Approximately 60% of applicants are shortlisted, although this varies by subject. If a large number of shortlisted applicants for a subject choose one college, then students who named that college may be reallocated randomly to under-subscribed colleges for the subject. The colleges then invite shortlisted candidates for interview, where they are provided with food and accommodation for around three days in December. Most applicants will be individually interviewed by academics at more than one college. Students from outside Europe can be interviewed remotely, for example, over the Internet.

Offers are sent out in early January, with each offer usually being from a specific college. One in four successful candidates receives an offer from a college that they did not apply to. Some courses may make "open offers" to some candidates, who are not assigned to a particular college until A Level[image: External link] results day in August.[87][88]
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Main articles: Degrees of the University of Oxford[image: External link], List of professorships at the University of Oxford[image: External link], and Undergraduate education at University of Oxford[image: External link]


Undergraduate teaching is centred on the tutorial, where 1–4 students spend an hour with an academic discussing their week's work, usually an essay (humanities, most social sciences, some mathematical, physical, and life sciences) or problem sheet (most mathematical, physical, and life sciences, and some social sciences). The university itself is responsible for conducting examinations and conferring degrees. Undergraduate teaching takes place during three eight-week academic terms: Michaelmas[image: External link], Hilary[image: External link] and Trinity[image: External link].[89] (These are officially known as 'Full Term': 'Term' is a lengthier period with little practical significance.) Internally, the weeks in a term begin on Sundays, and are referred to numerically, with the initial week known as "first week", the last as "eighth week" and with the numbering extended to refer to weeks before and after term (for example "-1st week" and "0th week" precede term). Undergraduates must be in residence from Thursday of 0th week. These teaching terms are shorter than those of most other British universities,[90] and their total duration amounts to less than half the year. However, undergraduates are also expected to do some academic work during the three holidays (known as the Christmas, Easter, and Long Vacations).

Research degrees at the master's and doctoral level are conferred in all subjects studied at graduate level at the university.
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There are many opportunities for students at Oxford to receive financial help during their studies. The Oxford Opportunity Bursaries, introduced in 2006, are university-wide means-based bursaries available to any British undergraduate. With a total possible grant of £10,235 over a 3-year degree, it is the most generous bursary[image: External link] scheme offered by any British university.[91] In addition, individual colleges also offer bursaries and funds to help their students. For graduate study, there are many scholarships attached to the university, available to students from all sorts of backgrounds, from Rhodes Scholarships[image: External link] to the relatively new Weidenfeld Scholarships.[92] Oxford also offers the Clarendon Scholarship[image: External link] which is open to graduate applicants of all nationalities.[93] The Clarendon Scholarship is principally funded by Oxford University Press[image: External link] in association with colleges and other partnership awards.[94][95] In 2016, Oxford University announced that it is to run its first free online economics course as part of a “massive open online course[image: External link]" (Mooc) scheme, in partnership with a US online university network.[96] The course available is called ‘From Poverty to Prosperity: Understanding Economic Development’.

Students successful in early examinations are rewarded by their colleges with scholarships and exhibitions[image: External link], normally the result of a long-standing endowment, although since the introduction of tuition fees the amounts of money available are purely nominal. Scholars, and exhibitioners in some colleges, are entitled to wear a more voluminous undergraduate gown; "commoners" (originally those who had to pay for their "commons", or food and lodging) are restricted to a short, sleeveless garment. The term "scholar" in relation to Oxford therefore had a specific meaning as well as the more general meaning of someone of outstanding academic ability. In previous times, there were "noblemen commoners" and "gentlemen commoners", but these ranks were abolished in the 19th century. "Closed" scholarships, available only to candidates who fitted specific conditions such as coming from specific schools, now exist only in name.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Libraries




See also: Category:Libraries of the University of Oxford[image: External link]


The university maintains the largest university library system in the UK,[16] and, with over 11 million volumes housed on 120 miles (190 km) of shelving, the Bodleian group is the second-largest library in the UK, after the British Library[image: External link]. The Bodleian is a legal deposit[image: External link] library, which means that it is entitled to request a free copy of every book published in the UK. As such, its collection is growing at a rate of over three miles (five kilometres) of shelving every year.[97]

The buildings referred to as the university's main research library, The Bodleian[image: External link], consist of the original Bodleian Library in the Old Schools Quadrangle, founded by Sir Thomas Bodley[image: External link] in 1598 and opened in 1602,[98] the Radcliffe Camera[image: External link], the Clarendon Building[image: External link], and the New Bodleian Building. A tunnel underneath Broad Street[image: External link] connects these buildings, with the Gladstone Link connecting the Old Bodleian and Radcliffe Camera opening to readers in 2011.

The Bodleian Libraries[image: External link] group was formed in 2000, bringing the Bodleian Library and some of the subject libraries together.[99] It now comprises 28[100] libraries, a number of which have been created by bringing previously separate collections together, including the Sackler Library[image: External link], Social Science Library[image: External link] and Radcliffe Science Library[image: External link].[99] Another major product of this collaboration has been a joint integrated library system, OLIS[image: External link] (Oxford Libraries Information System),[101] and its public interface, SOLO (Search Oxford Libraries Online), which provides an electronic catalogue covering all member libraries, as well as the libraries of individual colleges and other faculty libraries, which are not members of the group but do share cataloguing information.[102]

A new book depository opened in South Marston[image: External link], Swindon[image: External link] in October 2010,[103] and current building projects include the remodelling of the New Bodleian building, which will be renamed the Weston Library when it reopens in 2014–15.[104] The renovation is designed to better showcase the library's various treasures (which include a Shakespeare First Folio[image: External link] and a Gutenberg Bible[image: External link]) as well as temporary exhibitions.

The Bodleian engaged in a mass-digitisation project with Google[image: External link] in 2004.[105][106]
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See also: Category:Museums of the University of Oxford[image: External link]


Oxford maintains a number of museums and galleries, open for free to the public. The Ashmolean Museum[image: External link], founded in 1683, is the oldest museum in the UK, and the oldest university museum in the world.[107] It holds significant collections of art and archaeology, including works by Michelangelo[image: External link], Leonardo da Vinci[image: External link], Turner[image: External link], and Picasso[image: External link], as well as treasures such as the Scorpion Macehead[image: External link], the Parian Marble[image: External link] and the Alfred Jewel[image: External link]. It also contains "The Messiah[image: External link]", a pristine Stradivarius violin, regarded by some as one of the finest examples in existence.

The University Museum of Natural History[image: External link] holds the university's zoological, entomological and geological specimens. It is housed in a large neo-Gothic building on Parks Road[image: External link], in the university's Science Area[image: External link].[108][109] Among its collection are the skeletons of a Tyrannosaurus rex[image: External link] and Triceratops[image: External link], and the most complete remains of a dodo[image: External link] found anywhere in the world. It also hosts the Simonyi[image: External link] Professorship of the Public Understanding of Science[image: External link], currently held by Marcus du Sautoy[image: External link].

Adjoining the Museum of Natural History is the Pitt Rivers Museum[image: External link], founded in 1884, which displays the university's archaeological and anthropological collections, currently holding over 500,000 items. It recently built a new research annexe; its staff have been involved with the teaching of anthropology at Oxford since its foundation, when as part of his donation General Augustus Pitt Rivers[image: External link] stipulated that the university establish a lectureship in anthropology.

The Museum of the History of Science[image: External link] is housed on Broad St in the world's oldest-surviving purpose-built museum building.[110] It contains 15,000 artefacts, from antiquity to the 20th century, representing almost all aspects of the history of science[image: External link]. In the Faculty of Music on St Aldate's[image: External link] is the Bate Collection[image: External link] of Musical Instruments, a collection mostly of instruments from Western classical music, from the medieval period onwards. Christ Church Picture Gallery[image: External link] holds a collection of over 200 old master[image: External link] paintings.
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Main article: Oxford University Press[image: External link]


The Oxford University Press is the world's second oldest and currently the largest university press[image: External link] by the number of publications.[15] More than 6,000 new books are published annually,[111] including many reference, professional, and academic works (such as the Oxford English Dictionary[image: External link], the Concise Oxford English Dictionary[image: External link], the Oxford World's Classics[image: External link], the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography[image: External link], and the Concise Dictionary of National Biography[image: External link]).
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Oxford is regularly ranked within the top 10 universities in the world and is currently ranked first in the world in the Times Higher Education World University Rankings[image: External link], as well as the Forbes's World University Rankings.[117] It held the number one position in the Times Good University Guide for eleven consecutive years,[118] and the medical school[image: External link] has also maintained first place in the "Clinical, Pre-Clinical & Health" table of the THE World University Rankings for the past five consecutive years.[119] THE has also recognised Oxford as one of the world's "six super brands" on its World Reputation Rankings.[120] Its Saïd Business School[image: External link] came 23rd in the world in Financial Times Global MBA Ranking.[121]

Oxford is ranked 5th best university worldwide and 1st in Britain for forming CEO[image: External link]s according to the Professional Ranking World Universities[image: External link].[122] It is ranked first in the UK for the quality of its graduates as chosen by the recruiters of the UK's major companies.[123]

In the 2018 Complete University Guide[image: External link], all 38 subjects offered by Oxford rank within the top 10 nationally meaning Oxford was one of only two multi-faculty universities (along with Cambridge[image: External link]) in the UK to have 100% of their subjects in the top 10.[124] Computer Science, Medicine, Philosophy, Politics and Psychology were ranked first in the UK by the guide.[125]

According to the QS World University Rankings by Subject, the University of Oxford also ranks as number one in the world for four Humanities disciplines: English Language and Literature, Modern Languages[image: External link], Geography[image: External link], and History[image: External link]. It also ranks 2nd globally for Anthropology, Archaeology, Law, Medicine, Politics & International Studies, and Psychology.[126]
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See also: Academic dress of the University of Oxford[image: External link]


Academic dress[image: External link] is required for examinations, matriculation, disciplinary hearings, and when visiting university officers. A referendum held amongst the Oxford student body in 2015 showed 76% against making it voluntary in examinations – 8671 students voted, with the 40.2% turnout the highest ever for a UK student union referendum.[127] This was widely interpreted by students as being a vote on not so much making subfusc[image: External link] voluntary, but rather, in effect, abolishing it by default, in that if a minority of people came to exams without subfusc, the rest would soon follow.[128] In July 2012 the regulations regarding academic dress were modified to be more inclusive to transgender[image: External link] people.[129]

Other traditions and customs vary by college. For example, some colleges have formal hall[image: External link] six times a week, but in others this only happens occasionally. At most colleges these formal meals require gowns to be worn, and a Latin grace is said.

Balls are major events held by colleges; the largest, held triennially in 9th week of Trinity Term, are called Commemoration balls[image: External link]; the dress code is usually white tie[image: External link]. Many other colleges hold smaller events during the year that they call summer balls or parties. These are usually held on an annual or irregular basis, and are usually black tie[image: External link].

Punting[image: External link] is a common summer leisure activity.

There are several more or less quirky traditions peculiar to individual colleges, for example the All Souls mallard song[image: External link].
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See also: Category:Clubs and societies of the University of Oxford[image: External link]


Sport is played between college teams, in tournaments known as cuppers[image: External link] (the term is also used for some non-sporting competitions). In addition to these there are higher standard university wide groups[image: External link]. Significant focus is given to annual varsity[image: External link] matches played against Cambridge, the most famous of which is The Boat Race[image: External link], watched by a TV audience of between five and ten million viewers. This outside interest reflects the importance of rowing to many of those within the university. Much attention is given to the termly intercollegiate rowing regattas: Christ Church Regatta, Torpids[image: External link] and Summer Eights[image: External link]. A blue[image: External link] is an award given to those who compete at the university team level in certain sports. As well as traditional sports, there are teams for activities such as Octopush[image: External link] and quidditch[image: External link].

There are two weekly student newspapers: the independent Cherwell[image: External link] and OUSU's The Oxford Student[image: External link]. Other publications include the Isis magazine[image: External link], The Owl Journal[image: External link], the satirical Oxymoron[image: External link], and the graduate Oxonian Review[image: External link]. The student radio[image: External link] station is Oxide Radio[image: External link]. Most colleges have chapel choirs. Music, drama, and other arts societies exist both at collegiate level and as university-wide groups. Unlike most other collegiate societies, musical ensembles actively encourage players from other colleges.

Most academic areas have student societies of some form which are open to all students, regardless of course, for example the Scientific Society[image: External link]. There are groups for almost all faiths, political parties, countries and cultures.

The Oxford Union[image: External link] (not to be confused with the Oxford University Student Union) hosts weekly debates and high-profile speakers. There have historically been elite invite-only societies such as the Bullingdon Club[image: External link].
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 OUSU and common rooms




The Oxford University Student Union[image: External link], better known by its acronym OUSU, exists to represent students in the university's decision-making, to act as the voice for students in the national higher education policy debate, and to provide direct services to the student body. Reflecting the collegiate nature of the University of Oxford itself, OUSU is both an association of Oxford's more than 21,000 individual students and a federation of the affiliated college common rooms, and other affiliated organisations that represent subsets of the undergraduate and graduate students. The OUSU Executive Committee includes six full-time salaried sabbatical officers, who generally serve in the year following completion of their Final Examinations.

The importance of collegiate life is such that for many students their college JCR (Junior Common Room, for undergraduates) or MCR (Middle Common Room, for graduates) is seen as more important than OUSU. JCRs and MCRs each have a committee, with a president and other elected students representing their peers to college authorities. Additionally, they organise events and often have significant budgets to spend as they wish (money coming from their colleges and sometimes other sources such as student-run bars). (It is worth noting that JCR and MCR are terms that are used to refer to rooms for use by members, as well as the student bodies.) Not all colleges use this JCR/MCR structure, for example Wadham College's entire student population is represented by a combined Students' Union and purely graduate colleges have different arrangements.
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 Notable alumni




Main article: List of University of Oxford people[image: External link]


Throughout its history, a sizeable number of Oxford alumni, known as Oxonians, have become notable in many varied fields, both academic and otherwise, ranging from T. E. Lawrence[image: External link], British Army officer known better as Lawrence of Arabia[130] to the explorer, courtier, and man of letters, Sir Walter Raleigh[image: External link], (who attended Oriel College[image: External link] but left without taking a degree);[131] and the Australian media mogul, Rupert Murdoch[image: External link].[132] Moreover, 58 Nobel prize-winners[image: External link] have studied or taught at Oxford, with prizes won in all six categories.[17] More information on famous senior and junior members of the university can be found in the individual college[image: External link] articles. An individual may be associated with two or more colleges, as an undergraduate, postgraduate and/or member of staff.
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 Politics




27 British prime ministers[image: External link] have attended Oxford, including William Gladstone[image: External link], H. H. Asquith[image: External link], Clement Attlee[image: External link], Harold Macmillan[image: External link], Edward Heath, Harold Wilson[image: External link], Margaret Thatcher[image: External link], Tony Blair[image: External link], David Cameron[image: External link] and most recently Theresa May[image: External link]. Of all the post-war prime ministers, only Gordon Brown[image: External link] was educated at a university other than Oxford, while James Callaghan[image: External link] and John Major[image: External link] never attended a university.[133]

Over 100 Oxford alumni were elected to the House of Commons[image: External link] in 2010.[133] This includes former Leader of the Opposition[image: External link], Ed Miliband[image: External link], and numerous members of the cabinet and shadow cabinet[image: External link]. Additionally, over 140 Oxonians sit in the House of Lords[image: External link].[17]

At least 30 other international leaders have been educated at Oxford[17] This number includes Harald V of Norway[image: External link],[134] Abdullah II of Jordan[image: External link],[17] five Prime Ministers of Australia[image: External link] (John Gorton[image: External link], Malcolm Fraser[image: External link], Bob Hawke[image: External link], Tony Abbott[image: External link], and Malcolm Turnbull[image: External link])[135][136][137] five Prime Ministers of Pakistan[image: External link] (Liaquat Ali Khan[image: External link], Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy[image: External link], Sir Feroz Khan Noon[image: External link], Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto[image: External link], and Benazir Bhutto[image: External link]),[17] two Prime Ministers of Canada[image: External link] (Lester B. Pearson[image: External link] and John Turner[image: External link]),[17][138] two Prime Ministers of India[image: External link] (Manmohan Singh[image: External link] and Indira Gandhi[image: External link] (although she did not finish her degree)),[17][139] S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike[image: External link] (former Prime Minister of Ceylon[image: External link]), Norman Washington Manley[image: External link] of Jamaica,[140] Eric Williams[image: External link] (Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago), Pedro Pablo Kuczynski[image: External link] (current President of Peru), Abhisit Vejjajiva[image: External link] (former Prime Minister of Thailand) and Bill Clinton (the first President of the United States to have attended Oxford; he attended as a Rhodes Scholar).[17][141] Arthur Mutambara[image: External link] (Deputy Prime Minister of Zimbabwe[image: External link]), was a Rhodes Scholar in 1991. Seretse Khama[image: External link], first president of Botswana, spent a year at Balliol College. Festus Mogae[image: External link] (former president of Botswana[image: External link]) was a student at University College. The Burmese democracy activist and Nobel laureate[image: External link], Aung San Suu Kyi[image: External link], was a student of St. Hugh's College.[142] Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck[image: External link], the current reigning Druk Gyalpo[image: External link] (Dragon King) of Bhutan[image: External link], was a member of St Peter's College[image: External link].[143]
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 Law




Oxford has produced a large number of distinguished jurists[image: External link], judges[image: External link] and lawyers[image: External link] around the world. Lords Bingham[image: External link] and Denning[image: External link], commonly recognised as two of the most influential English judges in the history of the common law[image: External link],[144][145][146][147] both studied at Oxford. Within the United Kingdom, five of the eleven current Justices of the Supreme Court[image: External link] are Oxford-educated: David Neuberger[image: External link] (President of the Supreme Court), Jonathan Sumption[image: External link], Jonathan Mance[image: External link], Nicholas Wilson[image: External link] and Robert Reed[image: External link];[148] retired Justices include Alan Rodger[image: External link], Mark Saville,[image: External link] John Dyson[image: External link] and Simon Brown[image: External link]. The twelve Lord Chancellors[image: External link] and nine Lord Chief Justices[image: External link] that have been educated at Oxford include Thomas Bingham[image: External link],[144] Stanley Buckmaster,[image: External link] Thomas More[image: External link],[149] Thomas Wolsey[image: External link],[150] Gavin Simonds[image: External link];[151] The twenty-two Law Lords[image: External link] count amongst them Leonard Hoffmann[image: External link], Kenneth Diplock[image: External link], Richard Wilberforce[image: External link], James Atkin[image: External link], Simon Brown[image: External link], Nicolas Browne-Wilkinson[image: External link], Robert Goff[image: External link], Brian Hutton[image: External link], Jonathan Mance[image: External link], Alan Rodger[image: External link], Mark Saville[image: External link], Leslie Scarman[image: External link], Johan Steyn[image: External link];[152] Master of the Rolls[image: External link] include Alfred Denning[image: External link];[147] Lord Justices of Appeal[image: External link] include John Laws[image: External link], John Mummery[image: External link]. The British Government's Attorneys General[image: External link] have included Dominic Grieve[image: External link], Nicholas Lyell[image: External link], Patrick Mayhew[image: External link], John Hobson[image: External link], Reginald Manningham-Buller[image: External link], Lionel Heald[image: External link], Frank Soskice[image: External link], David Maxwell Fyfe[image: External link], Donald Somervell[image: External link], William Jowitt[image: External link]; Director of Public Prosecutions[image: External link] include Sir Thomas Hetherington[image: External link] QC, Dame Barbara Mills[image: External link] QC and Sir Keir Starmer[image: External link] QC.

In the United States[image: External link], three of the nine incumbent Justices of the Supreme Court[image: External link] are Oxonians, namely Stephen Breyer (who was a Marshall Scholar[image: External link]),[153] Elena Kagan[image: External link],[154] and Neil Gorsuch[image: External link];[155] retired Justices include John Marshall Harlan II[image: External link],[156] David Souter[157] and Byron White[image: External link].[158] Internationally, Oxonians Sir Humphrey Waldock[image: External link][159] served in the International Court of Justice; Sir Nicolas Bratza[image: External link][160] and Paul Mahoney[image: External link] sat in the European Court of Human Rights[image: External link]; Kenneth Hayne[image: External link],[161] Dyson Heydon[image: External link], as well as Patrick Keane[image: External link] sat in the High Court of Australia[image: External link]; both Kailas Nath Wanchoo[image: External link], A. N. Ray[image: External link] served as Chief Justices of the Supreme Court of India[image: External link]; Aarif Barma currently serves in the Court of Appeal (Hong Kong)[image: External link];[162] six puisne justices[image: External link] of the Supreme Court of Canada[image: External link] and a chief justice of the now defunct Federal Court of Canada[image: External link] were also educated at Oxford.

The list of noted legal scholar[image: External link]s includes H. L. A. Hart[image: External link],[163] Ronald Dworkin[image: External link],[163] A. V. Dicey[image: External link], William Blackstone[image: External link], John Gardner[image: External link], Timothy Endicott[image: External link], Peter Birks[image: External link], John Finnis[image: External link], Andrew Ashworth[image: External link], Joseph Raz[image: External link], Leslie Green[image: External link], Tony Honoré[image: External link], Neil MacCormick[image: External link], Hugh Collins[image: External link]. Other distinguished practitioners who have attended Oxford include Lord Pannick[image: External link] QC[image: External link],[164] Geoffrey Robertson[image: External link] QC, Amal Clooney[image: External link],[165] Lord Faulks[image: External link] QC, Dinah Rose[image: External link] QC, Ben Emmerson[image: External link] QC.
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 Mathematics and sciences




Three Oxford mathematicians, Michael Atiyah[image: External link], Daniel Quillen[image: External link] and Simon Donaldson[image: External link], have won Fields Medals[image: External link], often called the "Nobel Prize for mathematics". Andrew Wiles[image: External link], who proved Fermat's Last Theorem[image: External link], was educated at Oxford and is currently a Royal Society Research Professor at Oxford. Marcus du Sautoy[image: External link] and Roger Penrose[image: External link] are both currently mathematics professors, and Jackie Stedall[image: External link] is a former professor of the university. Stephen Wolfram[image: External link], chief designer of Mathematica[image: External link] and Wolfram Alpha[image: External link] studied at the university, along with Tim Berners-Lee[image: External link],[17] inventor of the World Wide Web[image: External link],[166] Edgar F. Codd[image: External link], inventor of the relational model of data[image: External link],[167] and Tony Hoare[image: External link], programming languages pioneer and inventor of Quicksort[image: External link].

The university is associated with eleven winners of the Nobel Prize in Chemistry[image: External link], five in physics[image: External link] and sixteen in medicine[image: External link].[168]

Scientists who performed research in Oxford include chemist Dorothy Hodgkin[image: External link] who received her Nobel Prize for "determinations by X-ray techniques of the structures of important biochemical substances".[169] Both Richard Dawkins[image: External link][170] and Frederick Soddy[image: External link][171] studied at the university and returned for research purposes. Robert Hooke[image: External link],[17] Edwin Hubble[image: External link],[17] and Stephen Hawking[image: External link][17] all studied in Oxford.

Robert Boyle[image: External link], a founder of modern chemistry, never formally studied or held a post within the university, but resided within the city to be part of the scientific community and was awarded an honorary degree.[172] Notable scientists who spent brief periods at Oxford include Albert Einstein[image: External link][173] developer of general theory of relativity[image: External link] and the concept of photons[image: External link]; and Erwin Schrödinger[image: External link] who formulated the Schrödinger equation[image: External link] and the Schrödinger's cat[image: External link] thought experiment.

Economists Adam Smith[image: External link], Alfred Marshall[image: External link], E. F. Schumacher[image: External link], and Amartya Sen[image: External link] all spent time at Oxford.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Literature, music, and drama




The long list of writers associated with Oxford includes John Fowles[image: External link], Theodor Geisel[image: External link], Thomas Middleton[image: External link], Samuel Johnson[image: External link], Christopher Hitchens, Robert Graves[image: External link], Evelyn Waugh[image: External link],[174] Lewis Carroll[image: External link],[175] Aldous Huxley[image: External link],[176] Oscar Wilde[image: External link],[177] C. S. Lewis[image: External link],[178] J. R. R. Tolkien[image: External link],[179] Graham Greene[image: External link],[180] V.S.Naipaul[image: External link], Philip Pullman[image: External link],[17] Joseph Heller[image: External link],[181] Vikram Seth[image: External link],[17] the poets Percy Bysshe Shelley[image: External link],[182] John Donne[image: External link],[183] A. E. Housman[image: External link],[184] W. H. Auden[image: External link],[185] T. S. Eliot[image: External link], Wendy Perriam[image: External link] and Philip Larkin[image: External link],[186] and seven poets laureate[image: External link]: Thomas Warton[image: External link],[187] Henry James Pye[image: External link],[188] Robert Southey[image: External link],[189] Robert Bridges[image: External link],[190] Cecil Day-Lewis[image: External link],[191] Sir John Betjeman[image: External link],[192] and Andrew Motion[image: External link].[193]

Composers Hubert Parry[image: External link], George Butterworth[image: External link], John Taverner[image: External link], William Walton[image: External link], James Whitbourn[image: External link] and Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link] have all been involved with the university.

Actors Hugh Grant[image: External link],[194] Kate Beckinsale[image: External link],[194] Dudley Moore[image: External link],[195] Michael Palin[image: External link],[17] Terry Jones[image: External link],[196] Anna Popplewell[image: External link], and Rowan Atkinson[image: External link] were undergraduates at the university, as were filmmakers Ken Loach[image: External link][197] and Richard Curtis[image: External link].[17]
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Oxford has also produced at least 12 saints[image: External link], and 20 Archbishops of Canterbury[image: External link], the most recent Archbishop being Rowan Williams[image: External link], who studied at Wadham College[image: External link] and was later a Canon Professor at Christ Church[image: External link].[17][198] Duns Scotus[image: External link]' teaching is commemorated with a monument in the University Church of St. Mary. Religious reformer John Wycliffe[image: External link] was an Oxford scholar, for a time Master of Balliol College[image: External link]. John Colet[image: External link], Christian humanist, Dean of St Paul's[image: External link], and friend of Erasmus[image: External link], studied at Magdalen College[image: External link]. Several of the Caroline Divines[image: External link] e.g. in particular William Laud[image: External link] as President of St. John's and Chancellor of the University, and the Non-Jurors[image: External link], e.g. Thomas Ken[image: External link] had close Oxford connections.The founder of Methodism[image: External link], John Wesley[image: External link], studied at Christ Church and was elected a fellow of Lincoln College[image: External link].[199] The Oxford Movement (1833–1846) was closely associated with the Oriel Fellows John Henry Newman[image: External link], Edward Bouverie Pusey[image: External link] and John Keble[image: External link]. Other religious figures were Mirza Nasir Ahmad[image: External link], the third Caliph[image: External link] of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community[image: External link], Shoghi Effendi[image: External link], one of the appointed leaders of the Baha'i faith[image: External link] and Joseph Cordeiro[image: External link], the only Pakistani Catholic cardinal.[200]
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 Philosophy




Oxford's philosophical tradition started in the medieval era, with Robert Grosseteste[image: External link][201] and William of Ockham[image: External link],[201] commonly known for Occam's razor[image: External link], among those teaching at the university. Thomas Hobbes[image: External link],[202][203] Jeremy Bentham[image: External link] and the empiricist[image: External link] John Locke[image: External link] received degrees from Oxford. Though the latter's main works were written after leaving Oxford, Locke was heavily influenced by his twelve years at the university.[201]

Philosophy was never absent from Oxford's preoccupations. Oxford philosophers of the 20th century include Gilbert Ryle[image: External link],[201] author of the influential The Concept of Mind[image: External link], who spent his entire philosophical career at the university and Derek Parfit[image: External link], who specialised in personal identity and related matters. Other commonly read modern philosophers to have studied at the university include A. J. Ayer[image: External link],[201] Paul Grice[image: External link], Thomas Nagel[image: External link], known for his essay "What Is it Like to Be a Bat?[image: External link]", Robert Nozick[image: External link], John Rawls[image: External link], Michael Sandel[image: External link], and Peter Singer[image: External link]. John Searle[image: External link], presenter of the Chinese room[image: External link] thought experiment, studied and began his academic career at the university.[204]
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Some 50 Olympic medal-winners have academic connections with the university, including Sir Matthew Pinsent[image: External link], quadruple gold-medallist rower.[17][205] Other sporting connections include Imran Khan[image: External link].[17]

Rowers from Oxford who have won gold at the Olympics or World Championships include Michael Blomquist[image: External link], Ed Coode[image: External link], Chris Davidge[image: External link], Hugh Edwards[image: External link], Jason Flickinger[image: External link], Tim Foster[image: External link], Christopher Liwski[image: External link], Matthew Pinsent[image: External link], Pete Reed[image: External link], Jonny Searle[image: External link], Andrew Triggs Hodge[image: External link], Jake Wetzel[image: External link], Michael Wherley[image: External link], and Barney Williams[image: External link]. Many Oxford graduates have also risen to the highest echelon in cricket: Harry Altham[image: External link], Bernard Bosanquet[image: External link] (inventor of the googly[image: External link]), Colin Cowdrey[image: External link], Gerry Crutchley[image: External link], Jamie Dalrymple[image: External link], Martin Donnelly[image: External link], R. E. Foster[image: External link] (the only man to captain England at both cricket and football), C. B. Fry[image: External link], George Harris[image: External link] (also served in the House of Lords[image: External link]), Douglas Jardine[image: External link], Malcolm Jardine[image: External link], Imran Khan[image: External link], Alan Melville[image: External link], Iftikhar Ali Khan Pataudi[image: External link], Mansoor Ali Khan Pataudi[image: External link], M. J. K. Smith[image: External link], and Pelham Warner[image: External link].

Oxford students have also excelled in other sports. Such alumni include American football[image: External link] player Myron Rolle[image: External link] ( NFL[image: External link] player); Olympic gold medalists in athletics David Hemery[image: External link] and Jack Lovelock[image: External link]; basketball players Bill Bradley[image: External link] (US Senator[image: External link] and NBA[image: External link] player) and Charles Thomas McMillen[image: External link] (US Congressman[image: External link] and NBA[image: External link] player); figure skater[image: External link] John Misha Petkevich[image: External link] (national champion); footballers John Bain[image: External link], Charles Wreford-Brown[image: External link], and Cuthbert Ottaway[image: External link]; modern pentathlete[image: External link] Steph Cook[image: External link] (Olympic gold medalist); rugby footballers[image: External link] Stuart Barnes[image: External link], Simon Danielli[image: External link], David Humphreys[image: External link], David Edward Kirk[image: External link], Anton Oliver[image: External link], Ronald Poulton-Palmer[image: External link], Joe Roff[image: External link], and William Webb Ellis[image: External link] (allegedly the inventor of rugby football[image: External link]); runner Sir Roger Gilbert Bannister[image: External link] (who ran the first sub-four-minute mile), World Cup freestyle skier[image: External link] Ryan Max Riley[image: External link] (national champion); and tennis player Clarence Bruce[image: External link].
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 Adventure and exploration




Three of the most well-known adventurers[image: External link] and explorers[image: External link] who attended Oxford are Walter Raleigh[image: External link], one of the most notable figures of the Elizabethan era[image: External link], T. E. Lawrence[image: External link], whose life was the basis of the 1962 film Lawrence of Arabia[image: External link], and Thomas Coryat[image: External link]. The latter, the author of "Coryat's Crudities hastily gobbled up in Five Months Travels in France, Italy, &c'[image: External link]" (1611) and court jester[image: External link] of Henry Frederick, Prince of Wales[image: External link], is credited with introducing the table fork[image: External link] and umbrella[image: External link] to England and being the first Briton to do a Grand Tour[image: External link] of Europe.[206]

Other notable figures include Gertrude Bell[image: External link], an explorer, archaeologist[image: External link], mapper[image: External link] and spy, who, along with T. E. Lawrence[image: External link], helped establish the Hashemite[image: External link] dynasties in what is today Jordan[image: External link] and Iraq[image: External link] and played a major role in establishing and administering the modern state of Iraq[image: External link]; Richard Francis Burton[image: External link], who travelled in disguise to Mecca[image: External link] and journeyed with John Hanning Speke[image: External link] as the first European explorers to visit the Great Lakes of Africa[image: External link] in search of the source of the Nile[image: External link]; mountaineer[image: External link] Tom Bourdillon[image: External link], member of the expedition to make the first ascent of Mount Everest[image: External link]; and Peter Fleming[image: External link], adventurer and travel writer and elder brother of Ian Fleming[image: External link], creator of James Bond[image: External link].
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 Oxford in literature and other media






Main article: University of Oxford in popular culture[image: External link]


The University of Oxford is the setting for numerous works of fiction. Oxford was mentioned in fiction as early as 1400 when Chaucer[image: External link] in his Canterbury Tales[image: External link] referred to a "Clerk [student] of Oxenford". By 1989, 533 novels based in Oxford had been identified and the number continues to rise.[207] Famous literary works range from Brideshead Revisited[image: External link] by Evelyn Waugh[image: External link], to the trilogy His Dark Materials[image: External link] by Philip Pullman[image: External link], which features an alternate-reality version of the university.

Other notable examples include:


	
Gaudy Night[image: External link], a Lord Peter Wimsey[image: External link] mystery by Dorothy L. Sayers[image: External link] (who was herself a graduate of Somerville College[image: External link]).

	The Inspector Morse[image: External link] series by Colin Dexter[image: External link], and its spin off Lewis[image: External link], are set in Oxford and frequently refer to the university (although most of the college names are fictional).

	
Zuleika Dobson[image: External link], by Max Beerbohm[image: External link].

	
Brideshead Revisited[image: External link] (1981), based on Waugh's[image: External link] novel; a miniseries[image: External link] enormously popular in Britain and America, the film has sometimes been seen as drawing unwanted attention to Oxford's stereotypical reputation as a playground for the upper class[image: External link]. It stars Jeremy Irons[image: External link] and most college shots are of Christ Church[image: External link] and Hertford[image: External link].

	
True Blue[image: External link] (1996), about the mutiny at the time of the Oxford-Cambridge Boat Race[image: External link] of 1987.

	
The History Boys (film)[image: External link] (2008), about a group of boys applying to do history at Oxford. Set in 1983 and based on the play by Alan Bennett[image: External link].

	
The Golden Compass (film)[image: External link] (2007)

	
The Riot Club[image: External link] (2014)



Notable non-fiction works on Oxford include Oxford by Jan Morris[image: External link].[208]
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 See also






	Academic scarves of the University of Oxford[image: External link]

	
Gaudy[image: External link] celebrations

	List of medieval universities[image: External link]

	
May Morning[image: External link] celebration

	Oxford "-er"[image: External link]

	Oxford bags[image: External link]

	Oxford comma[image: External link]

	
Oxford Standard for Citation of Legal Authorities[image: External link] or "OSCOLA"

	Oxford University Police[image: External link]

	Oxford University (UK Parliament constituency)[image: External link]

	Town and gown[image: External link]
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