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Welcome to Antarctica (ant-AR-tih-kah)! Brrrrr. Zip up your coat! This is the coldest biome in the world. Temperatures have gone as low as −128.6°F (−89.2°C).


Antarctica surrounds the South Pole. It may look large on a map, but Antarctica is smaller than South America.








[image: image]


In summer, green moss appears. It is too cold for trees and other plants to grow.




Look around. Everything is white. Why? This land is completely covered with ice and snow. Almost all of Earth’s ice is found here.


How many people live in Antarctica? None! It is too cold. Only scientists come here for short stays. Only a few animals survive here year round. Most only visit for a few months.








[image: image]




Some birds come to Antarctica to make nests and lay eggs. The gray bird with black-tipped feathers is a fulmar. Don’t go too close to it! These birds can spit a terrible-smelling oil up to 5 feet (1.5 meters). They can also smell fish oil on the ocean surface, helping them to hunt fish.







SOUTHERN FULMAR


Wingspan: 4 feet (1.2 meters)


Weight: 28 ounces (794 grams)


Habitat: coasts by cool waters of the Southern Hemisphere


Diet: krill, crabs, squids, and fish







The albatross (AL-beh-tross) can fly more than 500 miles (800 kilometers) in just one day. It would take a car on the highway, taking no breaks, about 8 hours to go that far. It uses the wind currents and almost never flaps its wings.







SNOWY ALBATROSS


Wingspan: 11 feet (3.4 meters)


Weight: 26 pounds (11.8 kilograms)
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