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Physical Characteristics of the Swedish Vallhund


(from The Kennel Club breed standard)


Head and Skull: Rather long and a clean-cut, blunt wedge with almost flat skull and well-defined stop. Although a dark mask is acceptable, a well-defined mask is highly desirable with lighter hair around eyes, on muzzle and under the throat, giving a distinct contrast to the upper mask.


Eyes: Medium size, oval, very dark brown.


Nose: Black.
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Mouth: Jaws strong with a perfect, regular and complete scissor bite.


Muzzle: Viewed from side, looks rather square, slightly shorter than skull. Tightly closed lips.


Forequarters: Shoulder blades long and well laid. Upper arm slightly shorter than shoulder blade and set at a distinct angle. Legs well boned.


Color: Steel gray, grayish brown, grayish yellow, reddish yellow, reddish brown with darker guard hairs on back, neck, and sides of body.


Ears: Medium size, pointed, pricked, leather hard from base to tip, but fine, smooth-haired and mobile.


Neck: Long, strongly muscled with good reach.


Body: Back level, well muscled, with short, strong loin. Chest long with good depth. Well sprung ribs. Sternum visible but not excessively pointed. Croup broad and slightly sloping. Belly slightly tucked up. Harness markings should be clearly defined.


Tail: Any type of tail, length or carriage. To include a natural stump, a naturally tailless and legally docked tail is acceptable.


Hindquarters: Well-angulated, well-bent stifles and low hocks, thighs strongly muscled. Legs well boned.


Coat: Medium length, harsh, close and tight topcoat, undercoat abundant, soft, woolly.


Size: Height at withers: Dogs: 33–35 cm (13–13.75 in). Bitches: 31–33 cm (12–13 in). Weight: 11.5–16 kg (25–35 lb).


Feet: Medium, short, oval, pointing straight forward with strong pads. Well knuckled up.
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Meet the Vastgotaspets, an ancient Viking breed that likely predates the better known Corgi breeds and comes to us today with energy, feist and no small amount of self-importance.
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As the Swedish Vallhund has made its way to faraway shores, an age-old debate has ensued: “Which came first, the Vallhund or the Corgi?” Of course, the British prefer to believe that indeed the Queen’s dogs came first, but perhaps the delightful tyke that we call the Swedish Vallhund actually predates those foxy Corgis.


Incidentally, did you realize that the very first Corgi that the Queen acquired very much resembled the Swedish Vallhund? Look back in the history books and see if you can come across a picture of Queen Elizabeth II with her first Corgi.


No one can deny that the Vallhund is a very old breed and, depending on which side of the fence you pitch your tent, some dedicated folk say that the Corgi derives from the Vallhund, going way back to the days of the Vikings. The Vallhund school believes that the Vallhund, once known as the Vikingarna dog, was brought to British shores by the Vikings, who transported many different animals aboard their vessels. The theory proposes that the Vikingarna dog mated with English or Welsh dogs to produce the Corgi. Of course, the Corgi school tells the story backwards, stating that the Vikings took a Corgi back with them and that the Corgi mated with a Scandinavian dog, hence the Vallhund.


We know that the Vallhund could be seen working on farms in the province of Vastergotland, which is in the southern part of Sweden. The “wolf-colored Corgis,” as one British fancier has referred to these dogs, had become virtually extinct, except for the small number that could be found on farms herding cattle. The dogs were too tough to work sheep, so became proficient cattle drovers.


The breed’s original name in Swedish is Vastgotaspets, after the province in which the farm dogs could be found. In English-speaking countries, the breed became known as the Swedish Vallhund, largely because we couldn’t pronounce its multisyllabic Swedish name. Not to fret, many European breeds go by anglicized names and still have become quite popular. Consider der Deutscher Schaefferhund, der Deutsche Dogge and le Berger de Brie (the German Shepherd, the Great Dane and the Briard).
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The Pembroke Welsh Corgi, a British cousin to the Swedish Vallhund, is the more popular of the two recognized Corgi breeds, having a large following around the world.


In 1942, in Sweden, a gentleman by the name of Count von Rosen decided to try and save the Vallhund breed from what was near-extinction. He put an advertisement in the papers asking for information from anyone who could lead him to breed members. Herr K. G. Zettersten answered his prayers and together these two dedicated gentlemen set out to rescue the breed. They set off, scouring the countryside, looking for the best specimens they could find. They were fortunate enough to find one dog and three bitches, Mopsen, Vivi, Lessi and Topsy. Mopsen, the dog, was of good quality but he was monorchid (having only one testicle descended). Nevertheless, the dog was bred, and Count von Rosen and Herr Zettersten began their breeding program, thus beginning the revitalization of the Vallhund breed.


Count von Rosen and Herr Zettersten approached the Swedish Kennel Club for permission to enter the dogs in shows. In autumn of 1942, the Swedish Kennel Club granted them permission to draw up a breed standard and, about a year later, the Vallhund became a recognized breed.


In a newsletter published in Sweden in the 1980s, there was a report from a 90-year-old man remembering a Vallhund bitch in 1910 working with the cows, bringing them home for many years unaided. He was sure it was a Vallhund.


The English Kennel Club’s records cite the first Vallhund’s arrival in England in 1974, though this is not accurate. Six years prior, a British Army officer had returned to the UK from Germany with a Vallhund that he had acquired as a pet. The officer had owned this Vallhund since 1964, when he received the dog as a gift from a German working in his barracks. Although the dog had no registration papers or pedigree, he was known to be a pure-bred Vallhund.


In 1974, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Cartledge imported a bitch named Snackans Kikkan, who was three years old and in whelp when she came over to the Ryslip kennels. Although Mrs. Cartledge came from Sweden, her breed since childhood had always been the Corgi. She became friendly with an elderly Vallhund breeder, Mrs. Stahlberg of the Snackans kennel. Mrs. Cartledge’s husband, Joe, fell in love with the breed and they decided to pioneer the Vallhund in England.


When they approached Mrs. Stahlberg, she had gone into partnership with Mrs. Inga Britt Johansson of the Repetas kennel. Later that year, Mr. and Mrs. Cartledge imported Snackans Kikkan. Kikkan had a great temperament, good reach of neck and the correct length of body. Kikkan produced a litter in quarantine made up of four dogs and two bitches: Ryslip Rolf, Rustibuss, Ragnar, Roland, Rebekka and Ragnhild. The best-known dog in this litter was Ryslip Rustibuss, who later became Ryslip Rustibuss of Norsled, bought by Mr. and Mrs. Haddon, who also had Elkhounds and Keeshonden.


[image: image]


The Cardigan Welsh Corgi possesses a tail, unlike the Pembroke and most Vallhunds. The breed is also commonly seen around the world, though is less numerous than the Pembroke.


Mr. and Mrs. Cartledge then decided that their next step would be to find a worthy dog and another bitch to begin their program. With the help of Mrs. Johansson and Mrs. Stahlberg, it wasn’t long before Kikkan had a kennelmate, his name Valle of Ryslip. Valle had been working cattle on a farm but, due to family circumstances, was being offered for sale. Valle had everything a male Vallhund should have: good bone, substance and feet, as well as a superb temperament.


The next bitch to be imported by the Cartledges was Snackans Isa. In the meantime, Mr. and Mrs. Haddon decided to import a bitch named Akkevall Zamba. Zamba was a very well-bred bitch by Int. Ch. Domarringens Frej, out of Ch. Akkevall Peggy. Zamba was sent over in whelp, but unfortunately aborted her litter while in quarantine. When she came out of quarantine, she was mated to Valle of Ryslip and produced a litter of three, Norsled Bosca, Norsled Balsac and Norsled Bara Silva. Bara Silva was sold to Mr. and Mrs. D. Edmunds of the Hildrek kennels. Mr. and Mrs. Edmunds were becoming more interested in the breed and acquired Ryslip Albertina, from Mrs. Haddon, as a young adult. She was put to whelp with Ryslip Rustibuss of Norsled.


These were some of the dogs that were the foundation dogs in England. If you look back in the old pedigrees, these names will crop up time and time again.


The Vallhund was beginning to make its mark in England, so the owners of these first few dogs pioneered to try and get the breed recognized in the UK. In 1977, Mrs. Nicky Gascoigne, later to become founder of the Swedish Vallhund Society, first met and fell in love with the Vallhund. This dog was Norsled Bara Silva of Hildrek, owned by Mr. and Mrs. Edmunds. She purchased Flame of Rosern and became “hooked” on the breed. In 1978, Mrs. Gascoigne was asked to form a breed society, a task she undertook with the help of her husband Ernie and Mr. and Mrs. Edmunds. It took them two years of writing back and forth before they could convince the English Kennel Club that they needed a breed society, and in 1980 recognition was gained. There were a total of 22 founding members.


In 1979, a bitch puppy was imported from Sweden, Falkboets Misty, which was the very first red sable Vallhund in the UK. She went to live at the Linmay’s kennel. Six more dogs followed between 1979 and 1983: Swecia, of Hildrek kennels, who unfortunately died while in quarantine; Stenmark, of Rosern kennels, who also died while in quarantine; Bjorn of Starvon, a dog, imported by Mr. and Mrs. West; Gralotens Urax, a dog, imported by the Hildrek kennels; and Repetas Julia, a bitch, and Int. and Nordic Ch. Repetas Inglof of Starvon, a dog, both imported by Mr. and Mrs. West of the Starvon kennels. With all of these dogs, the Vallhund started to make its mark in the UK. Over the years, there have been others that have been imported into the country, not only from Sweden but also from Finland and the US. The first imported Vallhund, from Sweden in 1989, to become an English Champion was Ch. Alec Guinness AV Svedala.


THE BREED IN THE US


Americans have had the pleasure of knowing the “little Viking dog” since the early 1980s. The first dog exported to the US was in 1982, from Mr. T. and Mrs. A. West of the internationally known Starvon kennels in the UK. This dog is believed to be a male from her “B” litter, named Starvon Buckaroo. He was sent to the “Lone Star” State, Texas. Mrs. West sent two other Vallhunds, both born in 1983, a dog and a bitch by the names of Starvon Cascade and Starvon Eclipse. They went together to Santiago in late 1983 or early 1984. Mrs. West cannot remember the exact dates, but assures us that they were both young when they were sent.


Other Starvon dogs were sent to Marilyn Thell of the Jonricker Kennel in Rhode Island, including Starvon Glenby, born February 4, 1985; Starvon Hopeful, born April 16, 1985; and Starvon Isadora, born July 12, 1985. Ms. Thell is credited for breeding the first litter of Vallhunds on American soil, which arrived in September 1986. Another dog, Mildane Secretariat, was bred by the late Mrs. H. Cranham and sent to an owner in Kentucky. However, there are no records of what became of this early import.


The protector of the breed in the US is the Swedish Vallhund Club of America (SVCA), whose dedicated members strive to promote the breed and its essential qualities as a companion and working dog. For more information on the SVCA, contact the club at www.swedishvallhund.com. Although the breed has yet to receive American Kennel Club recognition, it can be registered with the AKC’s Foundation Stock Service (FSS), which keeps records for the breed. The parent club has been cooperating with this service since December 1999. In the US, the breed can be registered with and exhibited at shows sponsored by the American Rare Breed Association and the United Kennel Club. The SCVA currently is working toward AKC recognition. In Canada, the breed is recognized by the Canadian Kennel Club.


VALLHUNDS AROUND THE WORLD


In 1975, a Vallhund named Ryslip Fabian was exported to New Zealand, followed by Maiden Duncliffe in 1976 and Ormareon Astridita in 1977. Then, in 1980, Starvon Atlantic was exported to Sweden, followed by Rosern Robust Lad in 1982. In 1981, two Vallhunds were exported to Australia, Mildane Blue Wind and Norsled Maisie, followed in 1988 by Svedala Lilla Gunborg of Hildrek. The breed can also be found in Finland and Norway.
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The Vallhund is alert, energetic, loyal, friendly and eager to please. The breed can be trained to perform various duties, and his enthusiam for life is sure to make his owners smile.
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In addition to being “watchful, alert, energetic,” as the British breed standard states, the Vallhund is loyal, friendly, eager to please and gregarious with adults, children and other animals. Vallhunds tend to learn very easily and, though they are working cattle dogs (heelers), they can be trained to perform many other duties such as retrieving as gundogs or competing in agility trials.


When working cattle or horses, the Vallhund will go completely flat to the ground by moving either backward or forward so as not to be kicked. The Vallhund is a typical working dog: lively, intelligent and, although relatively short-legged, very agile. His outgoing nature makes him rather open to meeting strangers. The breed’s character is strong, and Vallhunds will not cower if spoken to harshly, though such is rarely necessary with such an intelligent and eager-to-please dog. They can also be trained to guard; in Sweden, they are used to look after the farms. Though not large enough to function as protection dogs, they make excellent alarm dogs and watchdogs. They will let their owners know when someone strange is around, but once reassured by their owners that all is OK, they will act accordingly.


The breed’s natural instinct to “heel” can present problems during puppyhood. Puppies often try to “nip” your heels in an effort to move you along. If this is discouraged at a young age, it should not present a problem in adulthood.


Swedish Vallhunds are well suited for agility, as they quickly learn to negotiate the obstacles and they think it is fun. While more and more Vallhund owners are pursuing agility competition with their dogs, many others are participating in agility just for the enjoyment. Due to their size, Vallhunds are classified as “minis” in British agility trials, which means that the jumps, tables and tires are lowered for them. Height is not a problem for them; they find going over the A-frame a breeze and they adore the “dog walk.” To watch a Vallhund doing the weave poles is something else; they are so neat and very fast. One must be very fit to keep up with a Vallhund.


In America, agility is slightly different. Three different judges measure the dog’s height, to the withers, when first competing at different stages, and then the final height measurement determines which class the dog may enter. In American agility trials, there are also more types of classes in which a dog can be entered. Vallhunds are becoming quite popular with agility people in the US.


In Sweden, some Vallhunds are used by the army as Search and Rescue dogs, a job they do very well. The dogs have to go through strenuous training and must be able to track people, search for drugs and explosives, etc. The dogs are trained to signal to their handlers, without making a sound, when there are undesirables about, by using their ears and noses to point to the suspected criminal(s). The dogs must also not be afraid of heights so that they may be transported by helicopter behind enemy lines, if needed.


The Vallhund can join in most of his owner’s activities. If you enjoy horseback riding, the Vallhund loves to trot alongside and will go for hours without tiring. If you are into show jumping and dressage, the Vallhund will be quite happy to seek out a friend and curl up in someone’s horsebox with a horse. Beware if you show heavies, as the Vallhund loves to trim the horse’s feathers. Did you know that Mark Todd, the well-known international show jumper, has a Swedish Vallhund?


If you enjoy walking or hiking, the Vallhund will out-walk you; he seemingly never tires. Sailing is another pastime in which the Vallhund will join you. In New Zealand, two Vallhunds that were exported from the UK in 1984 took to the sea like true Vikings with their new owners. They often went sailing together and their owners were surprised at how nimble the dogs were when on board and how instinctive they were about being on the water.


Another area of interest in which the Vallhund seems to excel is as a therapy dog. The Vallhund loves to visit the sick and elderly and is eager to make friends with whomever he is visiting. Vallhunds attempt to comfort the sick by nudging up to them or cuddling on their laps and, if allowed, getting up onto their beds. They seem to make whomever they are visiting very happy, and it is very therapeutic for these people to enjoy the company of a dog.


Vallhunds have also been worked to the gun. Several years ago, two Vallhund owners had the chance to accept an invitation to a shoot. The person who had invited them owned two Vallhunds as well, which she used as gundogs for pheasant shooting. When she acquired her first Vallhund, she had bought her purely as a pet with no intention of ever using her to recover game. Then, one day, she decided to take her Vallhund along just for the ride. The little Vallhund sat quietly, very engrossed in what was going on and apparently taking it all in. Then the inevitable happened. A pheasant was flying overhead and the Vallhund had her eyes on it. Once the bird was shot in flight, the Vallhund watched it as it fell to the ground and then ran off in its direction. Lo and behold, the Vallhund came back with the bird in her mouth! This little Vallhund had never been trained to the gun, but had learned by observing the gundogs doing their jobs. This story is not so unusual, as dogs learn many things by watching. In this case, the Vallhund learned a valuable skill as opposed to a bad habit!


On the day that the two Vallhund owners were present, there were now two dogs working to the gun. They were very impressed by how the Vallhund was able to take firm hold on the bird, lift it and bring it back. There was nothing labored in her efforts. With the bird held firmly in her mouth and with her head up, she moved quickly across the ground, using the strength of her neck and the power in her shoulders to do so. I believe in Sweden that the Vallhund is also used to track game but, in Sweden, the game is moose!


From one extreme to another…in New Zealand, a Vallhund, again bought as a pet, lived on a cattle farm with his owner. Being pampered by living indoors, the dog was not expected to do anything but be a companion to the family. Yet, the dog felt he was being left out when all of the other dogs piled into the caravan with the owner to do a day’s work with the cattle. The Vallhund got so upset that the owner decided to take the dog along with him. The Vallhund did not want to ride inside, but insisted he would only be happy if he could ride with the other dogs in the back. The owner could not believe his own eyes when the Vallhund started to round up the cattle, just like the others, and even ended up running along the cattle’s backs! This story is not surprising, as the Vallhund’s cattle-dog instincts remain strong even in pet dogs today.






DOGS, DOGS, GOOD FOR YOUR HEART!


People usually purchase dogs for companionship, but studies show that dogs can help to improve their owners’ health and level of activity, as well as lower a human’s risk of coronary heart disease. Without even realizing it, when a person puts time into exercising, grooming and feeding a dog, he also puts more time into his own personal health care. Dog owners establish more routine schedules for their dogs to follow, which can have positive effects on their own health. Dogs also teach us patience, offer unconditional love and provide the joy of having a furry friend to pet!
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The breed standard is the backbone of every breed of dog. This is the blueprint that dictates the characteristics of an ideal specimen of the breed. It describes the physical appearance and the purpose of the breed, as well as its temperament. The breed standard is generally based on the history of the breed and its original use or purpose. Of course, there is no such thing as the perfect dog, but by breeders’ following the guidelines provided by the standard, the breed will prevail in the truest form possible.
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Vallhunds exhibited at dog shows are compared to the breed standard. The judge evaluates each dog and awards the top prize to the dog that most closely conforms to the breed standard.


Most dogs were bred for a reason, to do a certain type of job, be it guard for the police, herd sheep, cattle or horses for the farmer or help the gamekeeper to retrieve game. This is why, in all breeds, breeders must breed true to type and try not to stray from the breed standard. Imagine if a Vallhund were weedy and fine boned; he would never be able to do the job for which the breed was intended. Imagine if a Vallhund did not possess the desired characteristics and temperament. Think of a Vallhund that was listless, dull and unmotivated. It would be no good trying to train a dog like that to move cattle, etc. He should be friendly, active and eager to please. You’d never want a shy, aggressive dog that you could not trust when visitors were around, especially children! These are some of the reasons that breed standards exist in all breeds of dog.


Every characteristic of the Vallhund relates to the Vallhund as a total dog. Form and function are mutually dependent and breeders must keep the whole standard—the whole dog—in mind when planning a breeding. The following standard is that of the breed’s homeland and is approved by the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI).
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The Vallhund is powerfully built, with a level back and a chest of good depth.


THE FCI STANDARD FOR THE SWEDISH VALLHUND


ORIGIN


Sweden.


DATE OF PUBLICATION OF THE ORIGINAL VALID STANDARD


November 25, 1999.


UTILIZATION


Herding heeler.


FCI CLASSIFICATION


Group 5: Spitz and primitive types. Section 3: Nordic watchdogs and herders. Without working trial.


BRIEF HISTORICAL SUMMARY


The Swedish Vallhund is considered to be one of the genuine Swedish breeds even if it is not quite clear how it is related to the Welsh Corgi. It is hard to say if the Vikings brought dogs of this spitz type to Sweden from England. Modern cynological research points to the breed having been developed in Sweden. The honor of making the Swedish Vallhund recognized and registered as a Swedish breed goes to Count Björn von Rosen. In the beginning of the 1940s, he noticed the existence of these dogs. By making an inventory of the existing dogs in the county of Vastergotland and especially around the city of Vara, he found a small but evenly typed group of dogs. They were the start of a serious breeding program that was mainly in the hands of the headmaster K.G. Zettersten. He succeeded in breeding for an even type without losing the herding instinct.


GENERAL APPEARANCE


A small powerful, fearless, short-legged dog. Appearance and expression denote a watchful, alert and energetic dog.


IMPORTANT PROPORTIONS


The relation between height and length of body is about 2:3.


BEHAVIOR/TEMPERAMENT


The breed is watchful, energetic, fearless and alert.
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The Vallhund’s alert, watchful expression is achieved by pricked ears, medium-sized oval eyes and a well-defined mask, including light circles around the dark-brown eyes.
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Head, showing correct type, structure and proportion.


HEAD


Cranial region: Head rather long and clean cut with an almost flat skull. When viewed from above, forms an even wedge from skull to tip of nose. Well defined stop.


Facial region: Nose pigmentation jet black. The muzzle, when viewed from the side, looks rather square. The muzzle is slightly shorter than the skull.
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