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About this book


What exactly is time? This question even troubles world-renowned scientists. This book presents fifteen possibilities all bound into one compelling narrative.


Troubled philosopher Luca Cangemi wrestles with the fabric of time in a lecture that will transform the lives of every person in attendance: a grieving mother desperate to finish her degree, an immortal delivery driver, a psychonaut hell-bent on documenting her trips, a boy who dreams of living on Mars, and many others.


They all discover something incredible about the nature of time. Will you discover it too?


This novella will interest future seekers, metaphysical deep-thinkers, sci-fi philosophers, and time-travel aficionados.




Reviews




“A book of unexpected insights and extraordinary grace, rippling with loveliness, sorrow, and finesse. All taking place in one room, bound by a single unraveling ribbon of time.”


– David Eagleman, NYT bestselling author and Stanford neuroscientist







“Charter balances the light but rich ideas of philosophy and time with well-drawn if flawed characters, hustling and striving, and wishing for better lives. As one of them says, ‘There are no checks at the door. Anyone can walk in and expand their mind.’ I’m glad I took my seat for this novella and surrounded myself with the sounds and actions of its characters.”


– Tommy Dean, Editor of Fractured Lit and author of ‘Hollows’







“An intriguing and emotionally involving book, where notions of how we experience time interweaves with the visceral complexity of life itself. Using the scenario of a single lecture about Time as the centrepiece, the author passes the narrative baton around a cast of intriguing characters, each with their own compelling issues and concerns.”


– KM Elkes, author of All That Is Between Us















Publisher’s Note


Konsensus Network was founded in 2019 with the purpose of publishing the Finnish translation of The Bitcoin Standard by Saifedean Ammous. We gathered a group of freedom-loving volunteers who were passionate about bitcoin, and we rose to the occasion.


Four years later, and we have expanded from translations to original titles on bitcoin and economics, with nearly 100 books under our belt. We now operate as a hub between authors, license holders, translators, distributors, and production channels.


The next phase in our evolution is to champion freedom, not just bitcoin. This includes the ideals of Austrian economics, libertarianism, privacy, and thought-provoking futuristic fiction.


This book explores time through the lens of fifteen different characters. While we know the timechain as an immutable and very real concept, these stories present alternative universes — alternative ways of thinking. We invite you to free your mind and explore a world where time operates very differently from a chain of blocks published every ten minutes.


– Niko Laamanen, Konsensus Network










1 Invisible Bubbles


Luca Cangemi takes the stage. He sweeps the greying hair out of his eyes and considers the rows of red seats. Before lectures, he still likes to experience the space and imagine his words sailing out to waiting ears. Will this one inspire?


Perhaps it’s cliché for a tenured professor to carry a battered leather briefcase, but it has sentimental value. It wears its age like a set of war medals. Since his mother presented it to him at graduation, he’s taken it everywhere. As long as he keeps repairing broken straps and clasps, she’ll be with him.


He takes in the details of the room – the grain of the wooden lectern, wall lights studded at intervals, that ‘new car’ smell. Humanities 1 is the biggest lecture theatre in this London university, and this will be the most important lecture of his career.


For a moment, Luca ponders the subject that has consumed his life: the duality of time. For those listening, his lecture will provide some kind of mutual reality, but what does that matter if experience is ultimately individual? He’s given hundreds of lectures, thousands maybe. They both inspire and exhaust him. He remembers his student days in Perugia. Gisella. A relationship, a realisation, a beautiful conversation that was both shared and deeply personal. Now he struggles to make small talk with his estranged wife when picking up Alicia.


9:52 am. Someone tries the door. It will remain locked until five minutes before the event. The students attending his first rendition of An Introduction to The Philosophy of Time will come from different disciplines – sciences, the arts. His work draws people together, just as time does. In the next hour, they will learn everything Luca Cangemi knows about the subject, in condensed form.


He spends his last minutes before the doors open dreaming of those two weeks with Gisella.








Luca sets the coffee pot on the stove, then goes back to bed. “It’s the afternoon already,” he says to the girl looking out of the window.


“And?”


Their scent permeates the room. It is the entire history of their brief relationship.


As a nineteen year-old undergraduate in the old city of Perugia, Luca’s lucky to have a studio flat arranged by his aunt. Dark wood, sun-faded wallpaper and zealous pictures of Jesus on the cross. When he moved in, he didn’t bring much more than his notebooks and a holdall. He watches Gisella observe the people in the square below. The muscular detail of her back is hidden by a cascade of espresso-black hair. After two weeks of sharing the apartment, Luca is still no closer to understanding what drives her.


“Tell me about this theory again,” she says, still gazing at the street.


Luca replies from his side of the crumpled bed. “What I said about the bubbles? It’s more of a thought, really.”


“Whatever it is, I love it.”


“It’s that,” he says, looking at the ceiling, “time exists in invisible bubbles. Billions of them, which change in shape and size. They can fit inside your head or be as big as the ocean. This is your experience.”


Gisella, who is supposed to be in a linguistics lecture, looks over at her young sage. “And this room is the bubble for us?”


Luca wants to say yes. He wants to experience ‘oneness’ with Gisella and leave the apartment only for pastries and bottles of beer to share, but this visualisation of time occupies him even more than her questions, her secrets, and the scent of the two of them. “Everyone lives a different actuality, so, of the billions of different bubbles, we never exist in the same one.”


She turns and asks Luca if they are in the same one when they make love.


Whichever invisible bubble he is in bursts. Whatever he says will be too honest or dishonest, too calculated and scientific or too vague and philosophical. He cycles through his options, calculating how to turn around this chess match from a losing position. The outcome remains the same. Mate.


She pulls on a t-shirt and flicks out her hair. “Really? Not even if we are thinking the same thing?”


Again, he wants to say yes, but instead, he babbles something about shared dreams. He can’t even remember where he read the idea about bubbles. The rumble of the coffee pot from the kitchen snaps them out of their individual thoughts, and back into the room.


Gisella walks around the bed, passing under the painting of a wounded Jesus. She stops with her hand on the door. “It’s a shame you can’t see the bubbles inside the coffee pot when it’s hot. You could test your theory.”


Luca lies back and smiles.


She opens the door and walks out. The presence of the two of them that was trapped in the sheets and the walls and curtains follows her out into the corridor.
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