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For Tim and Sarah ~ D R


For Mark and Sarah – wishing you a long and happy married life together! ~ A M
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RATS!
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CHAPTER 1





“Did you know rats eat their own poo?” asked Bertie, over breakfast.


Suzy pulled a face. “MUM! Bertie’s being disgusting!” she moaned.


“I’m not,” said Bertie. “I saw it on TV. Rats are amazing. You can flush them down the toilet and they still survive!”


“We don’t want to know, Bertie,” sighed Mum.


Bertie poured Puffo Pops into his bowl. He didn’t see why no one liked rats. Actually they were a whole lot cleaner than humans. You didn’t see humans picking fleas off each other.


“You’re dropping cereal everywhere,” said Suzy.


Bertie looked down to see a trail of Puffo Pops on the table.


“It’s not my fault,” he said. “There’s a hole in this box.” Mum took it from him. It looked like the cornerof the box had been nibbled away.
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“Did you do this, Bertie?” asked Mum.


“No – why do I always get the blame?” asked Bertie.


Mum frowned. Getting down on her knees she poked her head into the cupboard.


“Oh no!” she groaned. “MICE!”


“Where?” cried Bertie.


“There,” said Mum. “Those are mouse droppings!”


“EWWW!” cried Suzy, putting down her spoon.


Bertie went over to look. He had never seen mouse droppings before. They were small brown pellets, a bit like hamster or rat droppings.


“Don’t touch them!” warned Mum. “They’re covered in germs – you’ll catch something!” 
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Dad came in as they were taking all the tins out of the cupboard. “What’s going on?” he asked.


“We’ve got mice,” said Mum.


“You’re joking!”


“No,” said Bertie. “They’ve left tiny poos in the cupboard. Have a look!”


“No thanks,” said Dad. “Are you sure it’s mice?”


“It could be rats,” said Bertie, hopefully.


“It’s definitely mice,’ said Mum, standing up. “The question is, what do we do about it?”


“I like mice,” said Bertie. “Can I keep one?”


“NO!” shouted Mum and Dad at once.


“Why not?”


“Because mice are pests,” said Mum. “They nest in the walls.”


“Once they move in they start having babies,” warned Dad.


“REALLY?” said Bertie.


This sounded brilliant. He would have liked a rat but a mouse was the next best thing – and baby mice would be even better! He could train them to play mouse football or to juggle lumps of cheese.


“Right,” said Dad. “I’ll get some poison.”


“POISON!” howled Bertie.


“That’s cruel!” said Suzy.


“And dangerous too,” said Mum. “What if Whiffer eats it?”


Dad hadn’t thought of that. Whiffer ate anything he found on the floor.


“Okay. Then I’ll buy a mousetrap,” said Dad.


“What for?” moaned Bertie. “I said I’ll look after them!”


“How many times do I have to tell you – mice are not pets!” said Mum.


“They are, Trevor’s got one,” Bertie argued.


“I don’t care,” said Mum. “We are NOT having mice in the house.”


“They’re disgusting,” said Dad. “They eat all the food and leave their mess everywhere.”


Bertie didn’t see why everyone was making such a big fuss. Mice had to poo somewhere. Besides, if he had a pet mouse he’d make sure it was house-trained. He would make it a teeny-weeny toilet the size of a matchbox.


“Please!” he begged. “Just one little mouse.”


“NO!” said Mum firmly. “No mice and that’s the end of the matter.”
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CHAPTER 2





When Dad got home from work he had something to show them.


“There we are, one mousetrap,” he said, putting it on the table.


Bertie stared. He’d never seen a mousetrap before. It was a flat wooden block with a metal handle on a spring. It came with instructions.
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