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South America has a lot of biomes, including dry deserts and mountains.




Welcome to South America! This continent stretches from just above the equator all the way down near Antarctica. The Amazon River flows across the land to create the Amazon rainforest. It is home to millions of kinds of animals, including the piranha (per-AH-nuh) fish. Their teeth are similar to sharks’ teeth.







RED-BELLIED PIRANHA


Length: 20 inches (51 centimeters)


Weight: 8½ pounds (3.9 kilograms)


Habitat: rivers and lakes of South America, especially the Amazon River


Diet: worms, insects, fish, fruits, and leaves
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Meet the mighty jaguar, the largest cat of the Americas. Its jaws and teeth are strong enough to break the shell and thick skin of its prey. When a jaguar has an all-black coat, it is called a black panther.







JAGUAR


Length: 9 feet (2.7 meters), including tail


Weight: 250 pounds (121 kilograms)


Habitat: rainforests, swamps, grasslands, and deserts of northern and central South America


Diet: turtles, caimans, fish, and medium or large mammals
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The Atacama (ah-tah-KAH-mah) Desert is in Chile (CHIL-ee). One part of the desert did not have any rain for 400 years! Still, there are lakes here. Flamingos live near these lakes.


These birds have long, skinny legs and bright pink feathers. They get their pink coloring from the algae and shrimp that they eat.







ANDEAN FLAMINGO


Height: 4½ feet (1.4 meters)


Weight: 10½ pounds (4.8 kilograms)


Habitat: wetlands of Chile, Argentina, and Bolivia


Diet: fish, shrimp, algae, and aquatic plants
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The chinchilla (chin-CHIL-ah) lives high up in the Andes (AN ‑ deez) Mountains. Its thick, soft fur is great for keeping out the cold in the chinchilla’s chilly habitat.


The southern viscacha (vis-KAH-chuh) is similar to a rabbit. It bounces from rock to rock in its mountain home.
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