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PRAISE FOR SWAPNA AND SHEENA

‘

Hilarious!

Wonderfully warm illustrations . . . 

full of surprises.’

Sarah McIntyre

‘A winner.’ 

Guardian

‘Every page is 

packed with laughs

.’

Michelle Robinson

‘Children will undoubtedly 

love

this . . . 

will have them

giggling

throughout.’ 

Bookbag

‘Full of laughs.’

Tom Fletcher

‘

Perfect

for fans of Pamela Butchart 

and Alex T. Smith.’ 

Book Lover Jo
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FABER

has published children’s 

books since 1929. T. S. Eliot’s 

Old Possum’s Book of Practical 

Cats

and Ted Hughes’ 

The Iron 

Man

were amongst the first. 

Our catalogue at the time said 

that ‘it is by reading such books 

that children learn the difference 

between the shoddy and the 

genuine’. We still believe in the 

power of reading to transform 

children’s lives. All our books 

are chosen with the express 

intention of growing a love of 

reading, a thirst for knowledge 

and to cultivate empathy. We 

pride ourselves on responsible 

editing. Last but not least, we 

believe in kind and inclusive 

books in which all children feel 

represented and important.
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SWAPNA HADDOW

is the award-

winning author of the Dave Pigeon and Bad 

Panda series. She lives in New Zealand with 

her husband, son and their dog, Archie.

SHEENA DEMPSEY

is the award-

winning illustrator of the Dave Pigeon and 

Bad Panda series. She lives in Kent with her 

partner, Mick, and their greyhound, Sandy.
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ALSO BY SWAPNA AND SHEENA

Dave Pigeon

Dave Pigeon (Nuggets!)

Dave Pigeon (Racer!)

Dave Pigeon (Royal Coo!)
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First published in the UK in 2021

First published in the US in 2021

by Faber and Faber Limited

Bloomsbury House

74–77 Great Russell Street
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faberchildrens.co.uk

This ebook edition first published in 2021

Typeset in Sweater School by Faber 

This font has been specially chosen to support reading

All rights reserved

Text © Swapna Haddow, 2021

Illustrations © Sheena Dempsey, 2021

The right of Swapna Haddow and Sheena Dempsey to be 

identified as author and illustrator of this work respectively 

has been asserted in accordance with Section 77 of 

the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not,

by way of trade or otherwise, be lent, resold, hired out or

otherwise circulated without the publisher’s prior consent

in any form of binding or cover other than that in which

it is published and without a similar condition including this

condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser

This ebook is copyright material and must not be copied, 

reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or 

publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically 

permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the 

terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as 

strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any 

unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct 

infringement of the author’s and publisher’s rights, and those 

responsible may be liable in law accordingly

A CIP record for this book is available from the British 

Library

ISBN 978–0–571–35242–5
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For Ockie, with love and smooshy kisses 

S. H.

For Jane and Emily, with squishy panda hugs x 

S. D.
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Are 

sick of being 

utterly adorable?

Tired of being cuddled and hugged?

Fed up 

of having your 

head 

confused for 

your 

bottom

because you just so happen 

to be 

SOOOOPER-DOOOOOPER fluffy?

Are you 

making plans to build a bamboo 

hut, 

with 

bamboo 

windows, 

bamboo 

shutters and a reinforced bamboo-laser 

door with bamboo cannons and catapults 

so you can fire panda poo at the next 

ranger who comes along and does those 

schmoopy-loopy-wubbie-schnubbie-gooey-

heart eyes at you because they find you 

‘too cute, just too darn cute’?
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If you answered 

yes to any of those 

questions, then you're 

in the right book.
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3

1

Being Good Is Boring

Up past the gift shop and along from the monkeys, 

there lives a panda.

Her name is Lin, because that’s what her 

mum called her. Actually, her mum named her 
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‘Grrrrr-AHHHHH-RRRR-rrrrrr’ 

but 

the 

panda 

keepers heard ‘Lin’ so that’s what stuck.





[image: image]

5

That’s Lin there.

Lin is an absolute rotter of a panda.

You might be wondering why a panda that 

cute would be a rotter? Pandas are super-duper 

sweethearts, right? With their super-duper kind 

eyes and their super-duper fluffy heads? Isn’t 

that why everyone 

loves

pandas?

Well, that’s exactly why Lin was a rotter. 

She hated being cute. She hated it so much. In 

fact, Lin hated most things you would’ve thought 

a panda would love. She hated being cuddled. 
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6

She hated all the ooohhhhhs and ahhhhhhs and 

the drippy heart eyes visitors gave her as they 

passed by her enclosure.

She also hated a bunch of other stuff 

you might think a panda had no idea about. 
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She hated playgrounds. She hated ice cream, 

even the jelly-tipped ones. She hated bubbles. 
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She hated snow days. She hated sand days. She 

hated Sundays. She even hated cosy socks. She 

hated fluffy blankets. She hated unfluffy blankets. 

She hated unbluffy flankets. 

She hated pizza and chips. 

She hated chips and pizza.
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9

And you reading this book right now? Well, 

she’d probably hate that too.
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