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FOREWORD


Between 2014 and 2018, communities, boroughs and indeed the country came together to remember the ultimate sacrifice paid by so many of our young men during World War I. There were few families who were not affected by the loss of a loved one. I am sure I am not alone when I say that I have learnt a great deal about my family’s experience in the Great War. I participated in two moving battlefield tours and retraced the steps of my grandfather, who survived the conflict. I am fortunate enough to remember every activity I did with him. Like all brave men, he was incredibly modest and, of course, never talked about his experiences.


My great-uncle also served in the Queen’s (Royal West Surrey) Regiment, as a captain. He received the DSO for crawling to within 25 yards of a German stronghold, bombing it and then returning with a sergeant and a private to take forty uninjured German soldiers prisoner. He sadly died in action and is buried in Heninel Communal Cemetery, France.


Like so many others in the county, I attended a great number of events to mark the centenary of the end of the Great War: from the small, such as the anniversary presentation of a Victoria Cross to a Coldstream Guardsman in Brookwood Cemetery, on a day with the sunshine pouring through the trees, to the large, such as the event at the Peace Garden, Woking, organised by the Shah Jahan Mosque, Woking Borough Council and the Princess of Wales’ Royal Regiment, to remember the 400,000 Muslims who fought for our king and country during World War I. On this occasion it poured with rain, but somehow it was appropriate to the conditions that were experienced in the trenches. Finally, there was the weekend of remembrance at Guildford Cathedral, with its climax of Armistice Day. Many organisations played key roles in these events, including Surrey County Council, Surrey’s Borough and District Councils, the armed forces, the cadets, the Royal British Legion and faith groups, to name but a few. In addition, almost every parish used imagination and invention to make us all reflect and remember.


I feel honoured to have been asked to write a short foreword to this excellent book, which reveals the vital importance of the part played in the Great War by those on Surrey’s Home Front. Surrey was mobilised as never before, both men and women, whether for the production of food, the manufacture of armaments (including some of the most iconic aircraft of the war), the raising of funds, the tending of the wounded or the defence of the county. As the book makes clear, almost no aspect of daily life was left unaltered by the war and the legacy of the conflict changed the face of Surrey in so many ways.


After the war, my grandfather returned to Loseley Park with several of his men, including his machine-gun officer, who became the head carter; his batman, who helped in the house; and two others who worked on the farm. Comrades-in-arms remained comrades in peace. The memory of World War I, and indeed of World War II, and the contribution that was made by so many, must never be forgotten. It is imperative that educating the young continues, so that in 100 years’ time the poignancy of Remembrance Sunday will be just as vivid as it was in 2018.


Michael More-Molyneux
Lord Lieutenant of Surrey
April 2019




INTRODUCTION


The four-year centenary commemoration of World War I sparked an extraordinary worldwide outpouring of activity and creativity, inspired by a desire to reflect the significance of the conflict that marked a turning point in Britain’s social, economic and political structures, and has so gripped our nation’s consciousness. From individuals searching for information on a grandfather who fought, to organised projects such as Surrey Heritage’s Surrey in the Great War: A County Remembers (SGW), which has sought to investigate the war’s impact on a wider scale, it has been a time of great historical exploration and discovery.


World War I caused unprecedented upheaval in Britain. Six million men were mobilised, with, for the first time, civilians called up to join the professional armed forces. Women not only had to keep the family together during the absence of male relatives, but also to fill the gaps in the workforce, whether on the land, in factories or in voluntary roles. They took on jobs previously perceived as the preserve of men, earning a wage and enjoying new social freedoms. It is no coincidence that the campaign for women’s suffrage gained momentum during the war, with some women aged 30 and over winning in 1918 the right to vote.


Wartime loss was suffered indiscriminately: from the brother of a factory worker to the sons of Lord and Lady Ashcombe (respectively Lord Lieutenant of Surrey and President of the Surrey Branch of the British Red Cross), everyone lost a loved one or knew someone who had. It was a time of enormous change, too. War demanded each side strive to gain a technological advantage; this stimulated (often deadly) innovation, such as radio, the tank, poison gas, aerial bombardment, submarine warfare and the wristwatch (personal timepieces had previously taken the form of a pocket watch, which was too cumbersome and impractical for trench warfare). New weapons and tactics wounded soldiers in fresh, horrific ways, driving medical advances including prosthetic limbs, X-rays and blood transfusions.


Surrey Heritage (part of Surrey County Council) is responsible for the archive and local studies library for Surrey, collecting and preserving the records of the county’s past and present. Its base is the purpose-built Surrey History Centre (SHC) in Woking. Its ambitious project Surrey in the Great War, made possible by a generous grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund (now the National Lottery Heritage Fund), was inspired by a desire to both galvanise and bring together in an enduring form the responses of the county’s communities and individuals on the centenary of this terrible conflict. As well as exploring the stories behind the names on war memorials, the project sought to understand the impact of the war on the Home Front and reveal the extraordinary contributions made by the county’s people throughout the conflict and beyond, as demobilised servicemen returned home, and Surrey slowly recovered. This book is just one of its achievements.


Fundamental to the ethos of SGW was the involvement of individuals, families and groups from across Surrey and beyond and, indeed, the project has enjoyed a global reach. Research and family stories from all over the world have been shared with us. The project was fortunate to draw together a team of marvellous volunteers, incorporating over its lifetime more than 100 people of various ages, interests and backgrounds. They have supported SGW in manifold ways, including indexing war-related articles in Surrey’s contemporary newspapers, photographing memorials, helping with school workshops and delving into SHC’s archives to uncover the information to be found in school logbooks, anti-invasion plans and soldiers’ letters home to name but a few. Their work has fed directly into the narrative of this book.


We are indebted to the six authors of this book’s chapters, who have sought out material on a variety of themes to tell the many facets of Surrey’s wartime story. They have uncovered tales of individual heroism and tragedy, of the war’s impact on town and village life, and of the experiences of communities and religious groups. Surrey played a key role in the mobilisation and training of British and overseas troops and experienced acutely the international dimension of the war from the start.


This book also looks at the war’s impact on Surrey’s women, conscription and objection, how the county fed its residents in the face of severe shortages, British Red Cross activity and the care of the wounded, Surrey’s wartime industry, and how Surrey’s communities chose to commemorate their war dead. This focus on the Home Front reflects the aim of the SGW project as a whole – to bring to light the civilian experience of ‘total war’, in which the impact of the conflict was not restricted to those fighting, but directly affected life at home: ever decreasing food supplies were prioritised for servicemen, German Zeppelins carried out air raids over the south and civilians found themselves working in industries that had been adapted to support the war effort. The Surrey discussed in this book is the administrative county as it was at the time of the war, including, therefore, the present-day London boroughs of Croydon, Kingston, Merton, Richmond, Sutton and Wimbledon. It includes also the part of the former county of Middlesex that now forms the modern-day Surrey borough of Spelthorne. Please visit the ‘Places’ page of the SGW website (www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk) to view the full geographical area covered.


This book forms an important part of SGW’s legacy and will provide an engaging and thought-provoking read beyond the end of the project’s active life in 2019. However, there is more to explore. The project’s website holds over 1,000 articles published by project volunteers and staff and members of the public, ranging across a huge diversity of topics. The website also contains research guides, images, contemporary film footage and our indexes to war-related content in contemporary Surrey newspapers that, at the time of going to press, extend to over 80,000 entries. All of this acts as a reference point to encourage and aid further research. Much of it has been incorporated into bespoke learning resources, aimed at Key Stages 2 and 4 pupils, whether in formal or informal educational environments. Closely focused on Surrey, these resources include digital copies of primary sources from SHC’s archives, activities and advice for educators and are freely available to download from the site. Finally, the SGW website allows users to listen to the voices of people who grew up in Surrey in the aftermath of the Great War, thanks to project volunteers who have recorded oral testimonies that bear witness to the conflict’s long reach.


We hope that you find this book an informative and absorbing tribute to Surrey’s courageous people: Flora Sandes of Thornton Heath, the only British woman recognised to have served as a soldier during the 1914–18 conflict, the thousands of men and women who volunteered in medical roles, the foreign soldiers (so far from home) brought to the county for training, those who were stigmatised for their conscientious objection and, of course, the Surrey men who joined the armed forces, many losing their lives in this terrible conflict. Surrey’s Great War story is, above all, a human one, focused on the men, women and children who lived through the period. We hope that this book does justice to their courage, service and sacrifice.


Kirsty Bennett, Imogen Middleton, Michael Page and Juliet Warren
Surrey History Centre, Woking, Surrey
April 2019
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A PRELUDE TO WAR


BRITAIN’S WAR WITH GERMANY.


MOBILISATION OF TROOPS: SCENES IN WOKING.


EFFECT ON FOOD PRICES: TRADERS’ COMMENDABLE ACTION.


RAILWAY GUARDED BY TROOPS. – TRAIN SERVICE DISLOCATED. – PROSPECTS OF UNEMPLOYMENT.


GREAT BRITAIN DECLARED WAR UPON GERMANY AT 7 O’CLOCK [sic] ON TUESDAY EVENING


 


This momentous decision, which the people of this country feared was inevitable, though hoping till the last that it might be averted, put an end to the period of suspense caused by the high-handed action of the German Emperor.


The quarrel between Austria and Servia [sic], arising over the dastardly assassination of the Archduke Ferdinand Frederick [sic] and his wife, has embroiled the whole of Europe. Russia, in defence of her own interests in the Balkan peninsula, took up Servia’s [sic] case, whereupon Germany, Austria’s ally, immediately declared war upon Russia, and sent an ultimatum to France demanding to be informed of her attitude, she being an ally of Russia. France’s reply was regarded by Germany as unsatisfactory, and war was declared upon her. Germany lost no time in moving her troops, and to avoid the strongly fortified frontier of France, sought to enter French territory by way of Belgium. In this she violated the law of nations, and when Belgium insisted on her neutrality being respected, she was met with the reply that the Germans would resort to force if necessary for the passage of her troops through Belgian territory.


The independence of Belgium is a vital matter to Great Britain, as if Germany became possessed of that country she would be a constant menace to the shores of England. Great Britain accordingly asked for assurances that the neutrality of Belgium would be respected, but this request was summarily rejected by Germany, and Great Britain on Tuesday night declared war on Germany.


The mobilisation of our naval and military forces has proceeded with the utmost expedition, the men in the reserve responding cheerfully and with alacrity to the call to re-join the Colours, whilst the Territorials, who have been embodied for home defence, have shown an equally patriotic spirit.


There have been several stirring scenes and incidents in the Woking district which will be found recorded below. The horrors of war have not yet been realised, but prudent people are taking steps to economise as much as possible so as to eke out their slender resources, as employment at such times is very precarious. The Woking traders, to their credit, have taken steps to prevent the undue depletion of their stocks by refusing to supply well-to-do people with large orders, the effect of which would be to raise prices of foodstuffs to panic figures, thereby increasing the hardships of the poor. It has been stated by the Government that, so far as corn and provisions are concerned, there is an ample supply, and the importation from America and our Colonies will continue. There is, therefore, no reason to apprehend any permanent great increase in prices, although some increase is unavoidable.


For the benefit of the wives and families of the Surrey men who are serving with their colours, efforts will be made, as in the Boer War, to raise a special fund to supplement the allowances of the War Office, and the press of the county will co-operate in the appeal.


Excerpt from the Woking News and Mail, 7 August 1914, p. 5.







1


SURREY GOES TO WAR


NICHOLAS HOWGILL


(with contributions by Imogen Middleton, Kirsty Bennett and Michael Page)


Mobilisation


In the last days of July and the first days of August 1914, that Europe teetered on the brink of war mattered little to Surrey. The Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser of 1 August 1914 might refer to the ‘dread, enthralling word – war’, but considered the most likely source of conflict to be the crisis over Irish Home Rule.1 Preparations for receiving refugees were reported, but they would be from Ulster, not Belgium.2 Reports on military movements were all about the mobilisation of the Home Counties Territorial Division (which included the Territorial battalions of both the East Surrey Regiment and the Queen’s (Royal West Surrey) Regiment) for its annual camp.3 On 4 August 1914, the day the British Government issued its declaration of war on Germany, more column inches of the Surrey Mirror were devoted to local government proceedings than to the prospect of war.4 However, the following Friday’s edition (7 August) referred to ‘The Great War’ and the ‘European War’.5 The enthusiastic reporting of local military preparations still displayed an innocence oddly at variance with the imposition of press censorship by the government’s invocation on 8 August of the Defence of the Realm Act (DORA).6


In 1914 the British military had a considerable presence in Surrey. The heathland in the county’s north, due to its open nature, unsuitability for agriculture and proximity to key military establishments like Aldershot and Sandhurst, was ideal for the development of firing ranges and training areas, and had become the home of military camps such as Pirbright and Deepcut, while Camberley housed the recently developed Staff College, responsible for training selected officers in the management and control of large bodies of troops.7 Surrey’s two infantry regiments were the East Surrey Regiment (ESR), its depot at Kingston Barracks, and the Queen’s (Royal West Surrey) Regiment (QRWS), its depot at Guildford. Each had two regular battalions, one on Imperial service and the other stationed at home, plus a ‘Special Reserve’ battalion (the ESR actually had two) that were embodied on the outbreak of war to train new recruits for the regular units. Each regiment also had two Territorial Force battalions, consisting of part-time volunteers.8 The four Surrey Territorial battalions belonged to the Home Counties Territorial Division that, when war broke out, was actually assembled and on its way to Salisbury Plain for its annual training camp.9 Surrey also had a mounted Territorial regiment, the Surrey Yeomanry (Queen Mary’s Regiment).10


[image: Illustration]


Mobilisation of the 4th Battalion, the Queen’s (Royal West Surrey) Regiment, Croydon, August 1914 (SHC QRWS/5/7/1)


The mobilisation of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) for service in France was ordered on 3 August 1914. To bring units up to full strength required calling up army reservists – men who had completed full-time service in the army under terms that required them for a set number of years thereafter to return to the colours if needed.11 Mobilisation telegrams went out on 4 August; consequently, the depots at Guildford and Kingston saw reservists arriving in droves, being kitted out and then despatched to their units. QRWS reservists had a short journey to Bordon, Hampshire, where its 1st Battalion was stationed; ESR reservists had a much longer journey to Dublin to join their 1st Battalion. An infantry battalion’s established strength was 1,000 men and the number of reservists involved shows their importance: the war diary of the 1st Battalion QRWS records 450 reservists arriving at about 11.30 p.m. on 5 August and a further 130 at 4 p.m. on 6 August, with mobilisation complete by 5 p.m. on 7 August.12 The war diary of 1st Battalion ESR records the arrival of 402 reservists at 4 p.m. on 6 August, a further 242 at 6 a.m. on 7 August, and a final fifty at 10 a.m. on 8 August, the later schedule no doubt due to the longer journey.13
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The 1st Battalion, the Queen’s (Royal West Surrey) Regiment in August 1914, Bordon Camp, Hampshire (SHC QRWS/30/HENR/3)


The arrival and departure of the reservists at both Guildford and Kingston depots attracted considerable numbers of onlookers, who also accompanied the drafts to the local railway stations.14 Surrey’s newspapers recorded when local police officers departed to fulfil reservist commitments and commented on how reservists’ obligations might affect local businesses.15


The government mobilised the Royal Navy on 1 August 1914. While the major warships in the Grand Fleet were fully manned, the crews of older ships brought out of reserve were augmented by naval reservists, called up on 2 August. There were nowhere near as many naval reservists in Surrey as there were army reservists, but local newspapers reported the departure for army and naval service on 3 August of several Kingston police officers and employees of the Metropolitan Water Board at Long Ditton.16 The same paper also noted the departure of the chief instructor of the training brig Steadfast, moored in Kingston, Chief Petty Officer J.T. Goodyear.17 Sadly, some older ships became early casualties of the war. The Surrey Advertiser reported on 26 September 1914 that a stoker from Kingston, Frederick Hammond, was among the missing from the cruiser HMS Aboukir, sunk by German U-boat U-9 off the Dutch coast on 22 September. Hammond had been a policeman in Kingston and his departure for service had been recorded by that newspaper just weeks earlier.18


One element of mobilisation came through impressment rather than volunteering. In August 1914, the army’s peacetime establishment of horses was 25,000, but the BEF about to be sent to France required 165,000.19 Following a review after the South African War (1899–1902) of problems with the supply of horses, the Army Remount Department had conducted a national census to identify suitable horses for army needs; on the outbreak of World War I, selected animals were called to centres such as Guildford and inspected, and those approved were purchased at market price for military service.20 Horses used to pull carts and delivery vans were prime targets, as the vast majority of army horses hauled supply wagons and artillery pieces, rather than being cavalry horses. The supply of horses in Britain proved to be greater than anticipated, and so it was only from 1915 that greater numbers were provided from overseas.21 Surrey’s newspapers reported on potential problems caused by the perceived lack of horses, such as difficulty preparing the land for future crops, and some traders (such as Gray’s Garage, Guildford) sought to take advantage of the shortage to push the sale of motor vehicles. Nonetheless, the army got its horses.22


Surrey’s Territorial Force units, which had been on their way to summer camp when war was declared, returned to their various homes on 4 August. The following day, the Territorial battalions were embodied, marched to local railway stations and proceeded to the war station of the Home Counties Division in Kent.23 It quickly became clear that not only did Britain’s existing units in France require reinforcement, but additional units needed to be formed, and those could only come from the Territorial Force. However, members of the Force had signed up for home defence and had no obligation to serve overseas. Furthermore, like regular units, Territorial units were not up to strength: for example, the 5th Battalion QRWS comprised some 590 officers and men from an actual strength of 750 and a war establishment of over 1,000.24 Steps were taken immediately to persuade as many men as possible to accept the ‘Imperial Service Obligation’ and so undertake service overseas. On 15 August, such men were formed into first-line (‘foreign service’) units, while the remainder became second-line (‘home service’) units.25


Major St Barbe Russell Sladen, an officer of the 5th Battalion QRWS, was responsible for gathering the horses (over fifty) that the battalion required before it moved off, initially to Strood, then to Maidstone (setting up its HQ in the Girls’ Grammar School) and then to Canterbury. Sladen had to reject two water carts provided by Lord Lovelace as they had previously been used to carry liquid manure. It was decided that the two Territorial battalions of the QRWS (the 4th and 5th) should exchange personnel, the 4th taking all those who had volunteered for foreign service and the 5th becoming a home service unit. However, on 8 September, after the exchange had taken place, it was decided that the men of 5th Battalion should be asked if they would, in fact, volunteer for foreign service (‘the only honourable course’, thought Sladen). Despite the commanding officer giving a speech the following day ‘that ought to damp the ardour even of thrusters’, a majority volunteered and the men who had transferred to the 4th Battalion returned.26 The Home Counties Division embarked for India on 30 October 1914 to replace the regular army units that had been recalled from there to France. It was renumbered 44th (Home Counties) Division, while the Surrey Brigade became 131 (Surrey) Brigade.27


Surrey as an Army Camp


The new Secretary of State for War, Lord Kitchener, immediately realised that the tiny (by European standards) BEF and Territorial Force would be entirely insufficient to wage a modern, industrialised land war in Europe. On 7 August 1914 he issued his first appeal for volunteers who could be forged into New Armies. The response was overwhelming, at least initially. Surrey’s resident aristocracy, Members of Parliament, clergy and wealthy elite led the recruiting drive, addressing rallies and organising marches. Around Dorking, Henry Lee-Steere of Jayes Park, Cuthbert Heath of Anstie Grange, Reginald Bray of Shere and Henry Cubitt of Birtley Court, Lord Lieutenant of Surrey (later 2nd Lord Ashcombe), were at the forefront of efforts.
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Recruitment meeting in Epsom (SHC PH/58/207)


Some employers offered incentives to their workers to join up. Leopold Salomons of Norbury Park offered all his unmarried estate workers half pay and those who were married full pay for the duration of their service.28 Surrey County Council encouraged its staff to volunteer, provided cover could be arranged, and continued to pay them their customary wages, less the service pay they received from the army. In addition, the Council guaranteed to reinstate the men at the end of the war and organised an insurance scheme that would provide up to £100 for the family of any who died in service.29 Half of the 126 council workers who were serving with the colours by October 1914 were elementary school teachers, causing something of a staffing crisis in schools that endured for the rest of the war.30 Major Gordon Watney of the South Lodge Motor Works, Weybridge, was still more proactive: with the approval of the War Office, he raised a Mechanical Transport Supply Column within the Army Service Corps from local Weybridge men – ‘Watney’s Boys’.31


Others looked to glorify the patriotic spirit of those who had enlisted (and shame those who had not). Edgar Horne of Hall Place, Shackleford, MP for the Guildford Parliamentary Division, booked a full page in the Surrey Advertiser of 5 September on which he listed the names of all those in the division who had volunteered; a further list published on 19 September contained 4,200 names.32


Across Surrey’s downs and commons, camps sprang up to house and train raw recruits. The miners of the 11th Battalion Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Regiment) found the countryside around Frensham ‘an unmixed delight’ and a tonic: ‘almost immediately an improvement came over the appearance of the men, the exercise in the fresh air did wonders for them in the physical sense’. The number of men who required accommodation placed an enormous strain on existing facilities: the 7th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry, in Inkerman Barracks, Woking, endured ‘a pretty rough time … there have been very few beds and a great lack of blankets, most of the men having to sleep on the floor. Also the rooms are overcrowded, a room for 22 is made to hold 60 and over.’33


As autumn turned to winter and the weather deteriorated, tents had to be abandoned in favour of billets in local towns and villages. In Dorking, troopers of the Surrey Yeomanry first had to be found billets, then in January 1915 the 179th Brigade of 60th (2/2nd London) Division, including men of the London Scottish Regiment, Civil Service Rifles and Queen’s Westminster Rifles of the London Regiment, came to town.34 In December 1914, Guildford had to accommodate 1,500 men of the 46th and 47th Brigades Royal Field Artillery, householders receiving 2s 6d per man housed per day. In November 1916, around 6,000 men were compulsorily quartered in the borough for weeks in homes, public buildings and empty houses.35


Some celebrated volunteer units briefly found a home in Surrey: the 17th Battalion Middlesex Regiment, raised from the ranks of professional footballers, spent a few months in 1915 at Holmbury St Mary encamped around the country residence of William Johnson-Hicks, MP for Brentford, who had appealed for players to volunteer. Among them was Walter Tull, the celebrated black footballer, who before the war had defied prejudice and hostility to play for Tottenham Hotspur and Northampton Town.36


The closest Surrey approximation to the famous Pals Battalions (specially constituted battalions of the British Army comprising men who had enlisted together in local recruiting drives, with the promise that they would be able to serve alongside their mates) were the 12th (Bermondsey) and 13th (Wandsworth) Battalions of the ESR. In early 1915, Lord Kitchener appealed to London boroughs to raise their own units and John Hart, Mayor of Bermondsey, and Lieutenant Colonel Sir Archibald Dawnay, Mayor of Wandsworth, took up the challenge. The Bermondsey battalion chiefly comprised dock and tannery workers who were fed and paid by the borough until the War Office assumed responsibility.37
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