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Physical Characteristics of the Puli


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Skull: Slightly domed and medium broad.


Head: Of medium size in proportion to the body.


Eyes: Deep set, rather large and dark brown.
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Nose: Always black.


Muzzle: Strong and straight, a third of the head length.


Chest: Moderately broad and deep—the ribs well sprung.


Forequarters: The shoulders are well laid back. The forelegs are straight, strong and medium boned with strong and flexible pasterns. The round, compact feet have well arched toes and thick cushioned pads.


Size: Ideally, males are 17 inches measured from the withers to the ground; bitches, 16 inches.


Ears: Hanging, of medium size, V-shape and about half the head length.


Neck: Strong, muscular, of medium length and free of throatiness.


Back: Level and strong, of medium length, with croup sloping slightly.


Loin: Short, strong and moderately tucked up.


Tail: Carried over, and blends into the backline.


Hindquarters: Well developed and muscular with well bent stifles, the rear assembly balancing that of the front. The hocks are perpendicular to the ground and well let down. Feet as in front.


Coat: The outer coat is wavy or curly, but never silky. The undercoat is soft, woolly and dense. The coat clumps together easily, and if allowed to develop naturally, will form cords in the adult.


Color: Only the solid colors of rusty black, black, all shades of gray and white are acceptable.
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Pulik are seen in black, rusty-black, white and various shades of gray and apricot, but not all countries accept all colors. Whatever the color, it should be solid.
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BREED DEVELOPMENT AND ESTABLISHMENT


The background of the Puli is certainly lengthy and quite romantic. Although we regard the breed as being of Hungarian background, research indicates origins farther east. When one compares the Puli with the Tibetan Terrier, for example, there are strong similarities. Moreover, the Tibetan breeds were not separated into varieties until about 75 years ago.


Research indicates the existence of Pulik as far back as the ninth century, in the region between the Don and Dnieper Rivers. However, when sites of even earlier ancient civilizations were excavated, remains very much resembling the Puli were found. These date back as far as 2500 BC. At Eridu, on the Euphrates River, where excavation revealed one of the oldest cities on earth, archaeologists found the tomb of an eight-year-old princess named Il-De. She was buried with many of her possessions, among which was a tiny 5-inch-tall alabaster statue of her little dog—clearly recognizable as a Puli! Believed to be around 4,500 years old, the statue was last recorded as being exhibited in the National Museum of Iraq in Baghdad.
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Although associated with Hungary, the Puli’s origin can be traced farther east. Similarities between the Puli and the Tibetan Terrier, shown here, are evident.


Tribes of nomadic horsemen who ranged across Asia had been known to the ancient Chinese since around 1200 BC. They called them the Puli Hou or the Destroyer Hun. Traveling farther west, by the fifth century AD they had spread as far as Europe by way of the Danube River. These invaders rode with their herds and their unruly semi-wild dogs. In AD 453, after their leader Attila died, they retreated to Asia.


Hungary had experienced other invaders, and in AD 567 came the Avars, who eventually divided into tribes. One of the groups settled down and merged with the tribes of northern India while others moved westward on beyond the Aral Sea and invaded the Carpathian Basin. They were called White Huns, as well as Avars, and were thought to know the term “Puli.” The word puli, which commonly refers to a drover, can still be heard in parts of India and other areas through which the Avars traveled. The Magyars lived for quite a while in the Don and Dnieper River basins where these nomadic horsemen adapted to hunting, fishing and trading. In time, they gradually spread into Transylvania, over the Carpathian Mountains, where they were recorded around AD 895 or 896. They took with them large herds of cattle and flocks of sheep. The sheep, related to the Ovis Ammon Polh, were known as Argali. This horned breed spread as far as Bokhara and into China. Longhaired sheepskins dating back to 500 and 400 BC were found in the frozen wastelands of the Altai region.


The Magyars were a wild, hardy and rather fierce people who effectively drove out the earlier inhabitants of the wide Danube Valley where they then settled with their dogs. Although the Puli was in Hungary by AD 899, there remained very similar dogs in the northern Himalayas.




THE PLURAL OF PULI


In Hungary, the plural of Puli is “Pulix,” while in English-speaking countries the plural is “Pulik,” though “Pulis” is also used.





Through the years, attacks were made by invaders on the settling Magyars, with the most serious onslaught by the Mongols, under Genghis Khan, in the 13th century. Having been successful over most of Asia, they tried to conquer parts of Europe, too. To them, the term puli or buri meant “destroyer.” The native Hungarian population was quite depleted, and Germans later settled where the worst battles had taken place.


Inevitably, other animals were brought into Hungary, including Merino sheep and some herding dogs similar to the French Briard and Beauceron. In relief carvings of the 12th and 14th centuries, varying types of dogs were depicted. Some had prick ears and curled tails, while others had no tails and dropped ears.


Although the earliest verifiable recording of a Puli occurred in 1751 in a description of various hunting dogs, the Hungarians called the Puli and another native breed, the Pumi, “Juhasz-Kutyak” (shepherds’ dogs). The Puli, as we know it today, came about by breeding to French and German shepherding breeds. In 1815, the Puli and the Pumi were scientifically classified as Canis familiaris pomeranius. In 1901 the Puli was renamed Canis familiaris domesticus hungaricus. It was around that period that many countries decided to ensure the preservation of their native breeds. In the 20th century, with the separation of the Puli and Pumi, sometimes an odd pup or two in a Puli litter can resemble a Pumi or even a Mudi, another similar herding dog of Hungary, showing the comparatively recent split.




PUMI


Another herding dog of Hungary is called the Pumi. Crosses to the Puli contributed to the Pumi’s development. This medium-sized dog possesses unique upright ears and a curly coat, which, although long and thick, does not have a tendency to cord. The Pumi is a cattle drover and excels as a watchdog. In Hungary, the Pumi is the dog seen around town, while the Puli is seen more in the country and plains.
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In the beginning of the 20th century, judges at dog shows were so uncertain of what they were seeking as the ideal at exhibitions that sometimes completely differing types were awarded prizes—prick-ears, short coats or pointed heads! Variations in size were also quite common in the first 30 or 40 years, as the early breed standard spoke of the Puli as “a mediumsized sheepdog.” Prior to World War II, pictures showed the breed with quite long legs, coats often not in the now-familiar cords and with tails that were sometimes carried lower and not always over the back.
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A modern English-bred champion Puli from the Loakespark kennel.


Though recorded in some detail as show dogs at early shows in Budapest, both the Puli and Pumi were termed as “Juhasz-Kutyak.” To the shepherd, they were known as two distinct breeds and given their own titles. In his book Working Dogs of the World (1947), Clifford Hubbard (affectionately known to all canine enthusiasts in Britain as “Doggy” Hubbard) noted that the Puli was starting to become quite well known outside Hungary. Before World War II, Pulik were being bred in Austria, Germany and Italy, and American fanciers began to take an interest in the breed.


In Hungary, the organization formed to safeguard native sheepdog breeds had a very long name and became known by its initials: MEOE (Magyar Ebtenyéstok Országos Egyesülete). Set up in 1899, the MEOE kept all early records of breeding and standards for the breeds encompassed. The veterinarian attached to the Budapest Zoo, Dr. Emil Raitsits, was influential in many ways, and the first Puli breed standard was eventually published in 1915. It was improved in 1924, when it was accepted by the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI), which is the “umbrella” canine organization to which the majority of European countries belong. The FCI has extended its area of operation beyond Europe to many countries around the world.


Dr. Raitsits formed an alternative club in the early 1930s, but the FCI refused to recognize it. This club allowed for a variation in both size and color (including particolors). They were also prepared to accept for registration dogs that resembled the breed but had no paperwork to prove their origins. This confused not only the Hungarians but also people from other countries who, in good faith, purchased stock intended as foundation for setting up the breed overseas.


Following World War II, with the gene pool drastically reduced, showing and breeding resumed with quite strong jurisdiction over breeders by the MEOE. This organization was responsible for the first shows and encouraged quality stock among breeders and exhibitors. As the level was so high, the show attracted inquiries from many countries, especially the US and Britain. The British then exported stock to Australia and New Zealand.


The first mention of a Puli in England involved Clive of India, who was bartered from a German ex-serviceman by a Miss Turpin of Stafford for 20 Players cigarettes. He was shown at a Stafford Canine Society Show around 1950. The breed gained strength when the Ingus family lived in London for a while before going on to America. In 1967 they arrived in London with their pet Puli Bodri. In 1969 they imported a bitch in whelp to the worldfamous Int. Ch. Pusztai Furtos Ficko. Hungarian Ch. Kiscellehegyi Furge Csopi whelped four puppies in quarantine. As with all quarantine-born puppies, they were released as soon as they had been weaned, leaving their mother to complete her six months. At a show held by the Hammersmith Canine Society in 1970, Mr. Ingus showed Bodri, and his floorlength corded coat attracted a great deal of attention. He and the puppies were subsequently featured in the national press and on television, where they aroused even more interest in this unusual breed. The Ingus family then moved to the US in 1971.
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The Beauceron is a French shepherd dog that many believe was used in the development of the Puli in Hungary.
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The Mudi is another Hungarian herding dog similar to the Puli and Pumi; it is said that an occasional Puli pup can resemble a Mudi.


Of the four puppies, one went to Pat Lanz, already very well known for her Rottweilers under her Borgvaale affix. A dog named Immerzu went to Mr. and Mrs. Terry Horan, who later emigrated to Canada, while the remaining dog and bitch went to Nancy and Mike Tomlin, who had pioneered the Briard in the British show ring. Later, imports were brought in by Mrs. Lanz and by Mrs. Stretton, who had become interested in the Puli while her husband was working in Germany. Mrs. Stretton’s linguistic ability facilitated her dealings with the Hungarian breeders.


THE PULI IN THE UNITED STATES


By Stephanie Horan


When the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) determined in the 1930s that the herding dogs currently in use needed some improvement, they looked to Hungary for the solution. Many of the American dogs were vicious and often they injured or even killed the animals they were supposed to protect. The USDA heard that the Puli, a Hungarian sheepdog breed, was reputed to be intelligent as well as much gentler with the livestock. Thus, in 1935 four Pulik were imported into the USDA’s facilities in Beltsville, Maryland. These dogs were bred and were also crossed with German Shepherds, Border Collies, Chow Chows and some Turkish sheepdogs. The dogs were tested at various ages for their herding abilities, but the outbreak of World War II stopped this experiment. The results were inconclusive, and no official report was compiled, but scattered anecdotes describing how the Pulik impressed some of the veterinarians involved have come down through the years. The dogs were all sold.


The American Kennel Club (AKC) recognized the breed in 1936, and the first to be registered was owned by Louis Kiss of Marlboro, New York. He and Bronson Williams of Frenchtown, New Jersey are known to have obtained stock from the dispersal of the dogs at the Beltsville facility. However, it was Nicholas Roosevelt—writer, soldier and diplomat—who raised America’s awareness of the breed when he brought two Pulik home with him after spending two years in Hungary as US Ambassador. After he retired to California, his family continued to have Pulik in their lives for many years.


The Puli remained a comparatively rare breed until the late 1940s. It was then that a two-year-old bitch named Juli II, bred by Bronson Williams, fortuitously came into the ownership of Schuyler and Sylvia Owen of Hope, New Jersey. Juli became the foundation of the Skysyl Puli kennel, and Sylvia embarked on a campaign to put the Puli breed prominently in the public eye. She helped start the Puli Club of America (PCA) in 1951 and was its first secretary. She wrote magazine articles and also the book The Complete Puli and was unstinting in her efforts over the years to bring attention to the breed she loved. The Skysyl dogs were known for their brushed coats, at the time an acceptable style in the show ring in the US, which Sylvia much preferred.


Mrs. Owen bred the first Best in Show Puli: Ch. Skysyl Question Being Is It, who won the trophy in 1968. Skysyl produced several other Best in Show (BIS) and specialty winners, one of the most famous being Ch. Skysyl Harvey J. Wallbanger, who was also a top producer with 48 champion get. Ann Bowley handled the Skysyl dogs for many years, and they formed the basis for her Wallbanger Pulik, of whom the fabulous Ch. Wallbanger Kermit J. Bounce was Herding Group winner at the Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show in 1989, and also garnered an impressive 26 BIS awards during his show career.
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CORDED COATS


The Puli is not unique in the world of dogs for its cords. Corded coats occur on other pure-bred dogs including the Komondor (ABOVE), a giant white Hungarian guard dog. The Italian equivalent to the Puli is the Bergamasco (BELOW), a corded herder that comes in shades of gray, black and tan. Perhaps the most popular dog in the world that may be seen in cords is the Poodle, though this coat fashion has a very small following in the Poodle world today.
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Ch. Kallopusztai Apor with his breeder/handler Vilma Majores, gaiting around the group ring.


Ellanor Anderson of Bristol, Connecticut began her Cedwood kennel in 1954, and much of her stock descended from Skysyl bloodlines. Her most prominent dog was Ch. Cedwood’s Anthony Gray, who was campaigned very successfully in the late ‘50s into the early ‘60s, and won the national specialty a record total of five times. Many of the Cedwood Pulis were gray.


Both Cedwood and Skysyl dogs became the foundation of the Gooseberry Hill kennel in Wisconsin. Started in 1956 by Mr. and Mrs. John B. McManus, the kennel continues to this day under the name of their eldest daughter, Susan McManus Maas. As well as several winning dogs carrying the Gooseberry Hill name, Ch. Pulikountry’s Apro CD, bred by Robert and Anne Kennedy, became a Best in Show winner in 1971 under the ownership of Gooseberry Hill. He was the first male Puli to win BIS, and also the first in a corded coat.


In 1963 the AKC added the Hungarian Kennel Club (MEOE) to its list of recognized registries, and imports of Hungarian dogs began. A great deal of dissension rose when the imports were seen to be quite different from the American-bred dogs with regard to size, type, color and coat. Before this time, American breeders and exhibitors had been able to obtain very little information regarding the Puli from its native land, and some felt that the breed was now far removed from the Hungarian ideal and had fallen into a state of lethargy in the US. The new imports and their descendants began to do some serious winning in the show rings. A turf war erupted and continued for many years, much of it centered on the so-called “American” Pulik with their brushed-out coats and the corded coats of the newcomers, which the older established breeders disliked.
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Ch. Pulikountry’s Apro, CD, owned by Mrs. John B. McManus.


Leslie and Klara Benis of Tarzana, California were important Puli breeders in the 1960s and ’70s with their Hunnia kennel. They had emigrated to the US from Hungary, where Les had grown up with the breed, and he campaigned many Hungarian imports in immaculate corded coats to dispel the myth of the “smelly” and “dirty” cords. Hunnia’s most famous Puli was the exquisite BIS-winning bitch Ch. Sasvolgyi Puszi Pajtas, bred in Hungary by Les. He is one of the most respected experts in the breed and is the author of This Is the Puli.


Barbara Edwards and Constance Peterson started their Prydain kennel in 1974 in California and contributed much with their top-winning Pulik in both conformation and performance events. They produced several BIS- and specialty-winning dogs, with Ch. Prydain Noah and Ch. Prydain Trademark HT being outstanding examples. Prydain also owned an exceptional dam in Ch. Prydain Virag HT, who produced 30 champion get, 2 of whom became multi-BIS winners.


The top-producing Puli in North America is a Hungarian import, Ch. Csanyteleki Csigany, owned by Terry and Mary Wakeman of Connecticut. He has sired 52 champions and, despite being owner-handled over a fairly short show career, he also won 6 BIS awards and the national specialty twice, in 1984 and 1985.


THE PULI IN CANADA


By Stephanie Horan


The first Puli in Canada was a German-bred dog, Ch. Adolar von der Herlingsberg CDX, who accompanied his owner Mrs. R.D. McLellan when she moved from Germany to Montreal in 1948. Mrs. McLellan helped to found a club encompassing all of the Hungarian breeds. In addition to being the club’s secretary, she was the club’s newsletter editor and succeeded in persuading many prominent Puli experts to contribute articles to the publication.


The history of the Puli in Canada was somewhat patchy for many years, with no really prominent dogs or breeders, just the occasional dog or owner doing quite well for a short time but then disappearing without making any lasting contribution. This guest author and husband Terry Horan emigrated to Canada from the UK in 1974, bringing their Immerzu Pulik, and have played a key role in the Canadian Puli world with many champions, group winners and top producers. They helped to start the Puli Club of Alberta in 1975, which was renamed Puli Club of Canada a few years later to reflect the growing national interest in the club.


A handful of Pulik have won Bests in Show in Canada. These were all imports or owned by visiting American exhibitors until 1999, when Ch. Kirasdream Anji of Immerzu became the first Canadian-bred Puli, and also the first bitch, to take that honor. She was owned by Ann Tober of Edmonton, Alberta. Bernie and Bobbie Silverman of Toronto have owned two multi-BIS-winning Pulik in recent years, Ch. Fuzzy Farm Csibesz Checker, an American-bred male, and Ch. Kalacsos Muci, a white Hungarian-bred bitch.


The Puli remains a comparatively rare breed in both the US and Canada, but has a loyal and devoted following determined to keep this unique breed a sound and eye-catching little sheepdog.
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The Puli is a lively and extremely intelligent breed. The breed loves to be a part of family life and particularly resents being ignored or only being included “when convenient.” The dog will live quite happily both as a single dog and, providing that integration is carefully effected, will also be content as one of several. As a breed that was worked all the time, it has the stamina to perform its duties around the clock, every single day, so it is not really suited to a dull routine without exercise or other activity. As a family dog, it is ideal, always willing to play with the children and with a fun outlook on life. The Puli has the added value of acting as an effective warning instrument if strangers approach, as the breed has excellent hearing. Again, Pulik thoroughly enjoy participating in family activities, particularly whole days out with walking and romping about. We find that ours love to do some simple basic obedience—going to “fetch” being the earliest. A favorite for such retrieves is a short length of hardwearing rope that is knotted at both ends. When Pulik compete seriously in obedience competition, they require a much smaller dumbbell than the normal size. Pulik have competed with success in obedience and agility, and they now also frequently compete with other breeds in herding trials.


Perhaps the one thing that sets the breed apart and makes it so special is its coat. The Puli is born with a smooth and quite dense covering. This jacket soon starts to grow and will continue to grow longer and longer throughout the dog’s entire life.


The corded Puli jacket is quite distinctive, and Puli owners are delighted to have such an attractive, unique breed. However, there may be circumstances when it is impossible to maintain such a coat. They can be clipped down, or perhaps the cords reduced to a few inches in length. Keeping the mature jacket in full show condition is quite an undertaking, and those with several Pulik to cope with will often clip the coats on those that are no longer being exhibited. It is far better that you keep a Puli clean and sweetsmelling rather than retain a long coat that is untended and dirty. The coat serves as natural insulation, being capable of keeping the animal warm and dry, and stopping the sun from reaching and burning the skin. In the warmer weather, we clip off the coat under the belly, from behind the elbow, right along the rib cage and the belly, and on to the insides of the tops of the hindlegs. When it’s warm, Pulik tend to sleep on their backs so that they stay cooler.
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Pulik are extremely intelligent and playful dogs.
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The Puli is a true family dog—he loves to be part of his owners’ lives, he adapts well to almost any living situation, and he fares well in a single-or multi-dog household.


The Puli’s unusual coat needs particular attention if it is to be maintained in good condition. For example, the Puli should never be left outdoors in all types of weather. If the dog is to spend time outdoors in a run, a portion should be covered, in case of rain, to prevent water from soaking the dog’s coat, as it will take quite a while to dry. If left wet, it can soon become smelly and offensive to all.


Quite tough in their constitution, Pulik are easy to feed, not requiring exotic or high-protein meals. After all, they would have had little chance to enjoy the high protein in meat, as they were living with nomad shepherds and making do with whatever scraps were thrown to them. The Puli is a wiry, fine-boned dog. Any extra weight would only slow down the animal and, in time, put a strain on his heart and lungs. It is the easiest breed we have ever owned, not only for its general health but also for house-training. As long as a regular routine is established early, Pulik are soon trustworthy around the house.


What type of home is best? Pulik adapt to wherever their families live. Apartment dwellers can cope very well with the breed as long as they follow a regular exercise routine.


From the time that the Puli arrives in his new home, you must remember that you have an ultraintelligent animal living with you. There is an old saying, “A Puli is not a dog. A Puli is a Puli.” This sums up the breed’s distinctive character very well! Pulik are very much like active and intelligent children who respond well to sensible discipline. As long as they learn what is expected of them as soon as possible, they soon become well-behaved members of the household. From the time they arrive and become accustomed to their new surroundings, it takes a very short time for them to adjust to your routine.


Feeding and exercising your Puli should be carried out at regular times, which helps him to develop a sense of security. It is also important that if your dog is to be taken out and about in a car, he should begin with some preliminary short trips. Early forays may cause a little carsickness, or he may be tempted to start jumping around. For this reason, we definitely recommend a travel crate. A crated Puli will be safe during car trips and will also feel right at home, as you should be utilizing the crate as part of his house-training.
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Originally bred as herding dogs with the stamina to work all day, the Puli is a very active dog with superior intelligence. He needs exercise and activities done with his owners.
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The Puli is one of the few corded breeds in dogdom; this type of coat is very distinctive and requires maintenance.


In the early weeks of bringing your puppy home, you will certainly limit his access around the house as he is being house-trained, learning the house rules and getting accustomed to his crate. The author’s dogs, as they’ve grown up, have eventually been given full run of the house, as Pulik tend to be well-behaved indoors. This is possible with a well-trained adult; use your judgment based on your individual dog. Regardless, it is always beneficial to crate-train from puppyhood so that the dog will be comfortable in his crate and you can use the crate when needed. No matter how well-behaved the pup or adult, you must always dog-proof the areas to which he has access.


Caring breeders will only breed from stock that has been screened, through official means, for any known hereditary problems. People may be concerned at the mention of such problems, for there are known to be about 300 identified hereditary problems in the dog world, but the number of currently identified hereditary defects in the human world is over 1000! This surely puts it into perspective. In the Puli it is customary to have hips x-rayed, which is done in most breeds. Dogs 24 months of age and older should have their hips x-rayed and the x-rays evaluated by the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) to determine if any degree of dysplasia is present. A dog younger than 24 months cannot be certified as free of dysplasia. Upon the x-rays’ examination by a panel of vets, there are seven possible grades for a dog’s hips: Excellent, Good, Fair, Borderline, Mild, Moderate and Severe. Excellent, Good and Fair are considered normal, and dogs with these gradings will receive an OFA number. The other four gradings do not warrant an OFA number, with the latter three indicating that the dog is affected by some level of dysplasia. Dogs that do not receive OFA numbers should not be used in breeding programs.
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The Puli is a naturally athletic and agile dog. Ch. Loakespark Just Smart, NAJ is one leaping Puli, owned by A. Davis and C. Nusbickel.
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This is why people have dogs as pets—the dog/owner bond is priceless.
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Following is the breed standard for the Puli as approved by the American Kennel Club, with the author’s comments following in italics.


THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB STANDARD FOR THE PULI


General Appearance: The Puli is a compact, square appearing, well balanced dog of medium size. He is vigorous, alert and active. Striking and highly characteristic is the shaggy coat which, combined with his lightfooted, distinctive movement, has fitted him for the strenuous work of herding flocks on the plains of Hungary. Agility, combined with soundness of mind and body, is of prime importance for the proper fulfillment of this centuries-old task.


It’s quite a surprise, on first handling a Puli, to find under the enormous mature corded coat, a lean, hard, conditioned, fineboned and very wiry little animal. When you observe from the side and visualize the body and limbs minus the neck and head, they should approximate a square.
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The quality of a Puli for show purposes is evaluated according to the official breed standard.
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