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         It was one of those summer nights that stayed light long after the sun went down, but when they started the movie everything was dark. They had turned all the lights off in the flat and moved the sofa table to make room for a mattress on the floor and the three youths; two of them sitting on the sofa and one lying on the mattress with a couple of pillows underneath her head.

         “When will your mum be home, Julia?”, Emma asked. She was sitting on the sofa, next to a guy that looked like he was the same age as her but double her size, considering his broad shoulders and the fact that he was much taller than her. She squeezed his hand hard.

         “I don't know”, Julia answered without taking her eyes off the TV.

         “But not soon, or?”

         “Nope. She works the night shift. She won't be home until the morning.” As soon as the words left her mouth, Julia regretted them. She had been so caught up in the movie that she had forgotten to watch what she was saying. She prepared herself for Emma’s complaints about not using this opportunity in a more creative way. She was getting ready for all of her arguments and a long discussion.
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