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“To completely forgo both skeleton and shell is an unusual evolutionary move for a creature of this size and complexity. An octopus has almost no hard parts at all – its eyes and beak are the largest – and as a result can squeeze through a hole about the size of its eyeball and transform its body shape almost indefinitely. The evolution of cephalopods yielded, in the octopus, a body of pure possibility.”


– Peter Godfrey Smith, Other Minds: The Octopus and the Evolution of Intelligent Life
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Arrival



What if you didn’t know


what night was, landing here.


What if you’d never heard


of light. Which words


would you use to describe


this, with no dark, no shadows,


stars. And if you stayed


long enough, how would the shift


to day be, with everything


you hadn’t known was there


appearing


like a ship, a shock, a bird;


    or like every bird at once,


        flying at you, singing.





Still Life With Octopus (I)



There is an octopus in my chest, trying
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