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INTRODUCTION


The events and information collected and revealed in the following pages were compiled from a combination of newspaper archives, websites and books. As I was conducting this research I developed a new and ardent appreciation for the information age, as well as an incredible respect for anyone who had to conduct research before the advent of the internet. Without my aging laptop and my temperamental internet connection, I would have been completely lost.


When I was first given this exciting project, a fair number of people expressed doubts that peaceable old Shropshire possessed enough of a grim history to fill the pages. I disagreed, knowing that I had the freedom to look centuries into the past – but at the time I didn’t entirely appreciate the amount of depravity and wickedness that Shropshire has witnessed. Research would soon reveal the hidden history of terrible crimes and unfortunate accidents which transpired in a county that, at first, seems to be so safe and friendly. It is now entirely clear that scenic views and relaxing country lanes can prove a perfect cover in exactly the same way that winning smiles can conceal a naughty child’s misdeed.


Considering the unpleasant events that the research trudged up, it is strange how much I enjoyed the entire process. However, there was one thing that caused a certain amount of frustration: discovering a perfectly morbid and macabre event, only to find that there was no specific date that could be attributed to it. As you can imagine, words like ‘approximately’ or ‘circa’ were the bane of my existence and of no help at all when your job is to assign to each occurrence a specific date.


Some of the incidents are immeasurably cruel, some less so, and a few are almost amusing (in a sinister sort of way). It has become apparent that far more information exists regarding murders or attempted murders than about any other type of crime. Throughout history, our newspapers have been crammed full with every available gory detail, from the act itself through to the sentencing. The public has always been captivated by murder, and it isn’t a preoccupation that has abated over time. Perhaps we will always possess a morbid fascination with human cruelty, as it goes so far against the social norms we live by and the values most of us revere. Many cases presented here defy belief, and in most the motive falls far short of being satisfactory.


Following a guilty verdict, a myriad of punishments were available. For the more serious crimes, such as murder or rape, hanging was the favoured form of retribution. The justification behind capital punishment stretches far back into history and is based somewhat on the biblical concept of ‘an eye for an eye’. It was thought – and is still thought, by some – that such a sentence would act as a deterrent, preventing similar future offences, though this argument often provokes heated debate. Hangings were also frequently doled out for crimes we would now consider extremely minor, such as the theft of a cow or sheep. Once upon a time people regularly risked their lives for a sheep or two, perhaps proving that a public hanging wasn’t a sufficient deterrent after all. Salopian locals loved a public hanging. Whether you resented the accused or secretly sympathised with them and hoped for a reprieve, hangings would often attract thousands of spectators. In fact, some loved a good execution so much that they would ask for the day off work so they could take in a hanging and then go on to do something else afterwards too, to make a real day of it. Unfortunately for those who thrived on the drama, the law evolved and public hangings came to an end. The first private hanging in Shrewsbury occurred after William Samuels was convicted of murder. He was hanged on the 28 July 1886, using the timbers from the old scaffold. The execution was conducted by a Yorkshireman by the name of James Berry, who was picked from over 2,000 other applicants. Berry was eventually to execute 117 people over his career, at £10 per execution (in addition to travel expenses) – a modern equivalent of over £1,000.


In addition to hanging, punishment was seen in the forms of stocks, gibbets, imprisonment with hard labour, whipping and transportation. For those accused of witchcraft, burning at the stake was an old favourite, something which proved unfortunate for Mrs Foxall, who was executed in this manner in the Dingle in 1647.


Researching and writing about 365 events has produced quite a mixed bag. Some of the incidents left me appreciating the best in our human nature: for example, when Edward Neville Richards risked his life to save a pony, or when Kenneth Raymond Cooper saved the lives of his workmates – at the cost of his own life – on a demolition site. Other incidents left me completely despairing of it. There were altogether too many incidents of children dying at the hands of their own parents, an act most of us can’t even imagine. For those of you with an interest in crime and misfortune, I hope you enjoy the following stories and all their grisly details.





Samantha Lyon, 2013




JANUARY
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Lungs afflicted with tuberculosis.


(Library of Congress, LC-USW3-016047-C)





  1JANUARY 1939 In the past tuberculosis claimed a great number of lives and destroyed many households. The best chance for a complete recovery involved a stay in an isolation hospital, as general hospitals had a tendency to turn away patients with the notoriously contagious disease. In the early twentieth century the situation was dire in Shropshire, and pulmonary tuberculosis killed over 120 people per year. This meant that it took more lives than all other infectious diseases combined. By 1907 the only institution in Shropshire that would accept patients was the Shirlett Sanatorium, and by 1918 Shirlett was running at full capacity. Until 1931, Shropshire County Council was paying 83 per cent of each patient’s maintenance costs. Unfortunately, however, even this proved insufficient, and the sanatorium ran up a huge debt. Shirlett was forced to ask the council to increase their contributions by a further 9 per cent. By 1938 the situation hadn’t improved, and there were worries that patients would have to be sent away. Thankfully for the patients, however, from the 1 January 1939 the council agreed to pay the extra money, and the sanatorium was able to stay open.


  2JANUARY 1849 On this day, in Acton Burnell, PC John Micklewright came out the worse for the wear after a fight with local labourer Charles Colley. After a good few drinks in the Stags Head, an inebriated Colley was ready for combat. PC Micklewright was called to deal with this difficult customer. He escorted Colley from the pub and told him to go home. Colley flatly refused, and eventually grew so angry that he actually attacked Micklewright, beating him and breaking his leg. Micklewright was looked after by a local doctor, and was admitted to the Royal Salop Infirmary soon afterwards. Sadly, however, the injured policeman died of his wounds fifteen days later. During court proceedings Colley tried to prove that he did not intend to kill Micklewright, and that he had no idea the man was a policeman. He claimed that his actions were carried out in self defence, and that he therefore lacked the malicious intent necessary for a charge of murder. After only two minutes of deliberation, the jury returned a verdict of manslaughter. The judge believed that the jury had been extremely lenient but accordingly Colley was given ten years’ transportation. To make matters worse, this assault occurred at a time before social security or pensions, and there was no one to provide Micklewright’s grieving widow with financial support. She was forced into a workhouse, where she died soon after.


  3JANUARY 1810 On 2 January a fire was sparked in the Meadow Pit in Madeley. At the time the fire caught hold, thirteen men were working underground. Rather luckily, all the men working in the pit managed to escape to the surface, from a depth of 1,000ft, without a scratch. However, a tragedy occurred on this, the following day, when four men descended into the pit to determine the extent of the damage the fire had caused: all four were suffocated by the sulphur fumes.


  4JANUARY 1951 Frank Griffin was executed on this day for the murder of landlady Jane Edge. The crime took place on the 6 September 1950 at the Queen’s Head Pub, Ketley, where Griffin, intent on robbery, beat Edge to death. He fled the scene with coins and notes crammed in his pockets. The last thing the victim said was that the money he stole ‘would do him no good’. At his trial, Griffin insisted that he had not intended to kill Edge and was unaware that the damage he inflicted would end her life. He insisted that Edge would have survived his vicious assault had she not been ‘over-nourished’ with an ‘enlarged heart’. Judge Cassels swiftly dismissed this excuse: when you commit a violent act, he informed the prisoner, you have to take your victims as you find them. As a capital sentence was handed down, Griffin could only have been thinking about the landlady’s last words, and how right she had been.


  5JANUARY 1937 From The Times: ‘On the arrival of a Belgian airliner here from Cologne this afternoon it was reported that one of the ten passengers, whose name is given as Mr Max Wenner of Bathcote Hall, Leebotwood, Shropshire, had fallen out of the machine during the flight at an altitude of about 3,000ft. The aeroplane […] was passing through clouds at the time of the accident. Mr Wenner was in the lavatory of the aeroplane at the time. The pilot stated that he felt a slight shock. It is stated that the outside canvas of the aeroplane was found to be torn. The body of Mr Wenner was found, according to news received at Croydon, in the Meuse district of Belgium last night.’


  6JANUARY 1887 On this day the local newspapers reported on the events of the previous day’s Shropshire Quarter Sessions. It came to light that Henry Clarence Williams, a physician and surgeon, along with his wife, Mary, had been charged with assaulting their daughter. The assault occurred on the 28 October 1886 when the girl, Gladys, was the subject of an unflattering report by her governess, who informed Henry and Mary that their daughter had not been paying attention. Her parents initially punished the child with a diet of dry bread, but soon decided that this was not enough of a penance. They took her to the nursery and shut the door to secure their privacy. In court, the servants said that they had heard the child scream for half an hour before Williams emerged, fetched a decanter of port, and returned to the room – where the screams began anew. One servant said that they saw the doctor standing near his child with a whip in his hand. The same servant, who was deeply distressed by the girl’s treatment, actually passed out when she saw the extent of the bruises on the girl’s lower body. The incident was reported to the police, and the local doctor testified that considerable violence had been inflicted with a riding whip. The defendants were ultimately found guilty of common assault and were forced to pay a fine and court costs.


  7JANUARY 1932 Due to a severe overflowing of the River Severn, two chimneys collapsed through the roof of the ‘Poor Law Institution’ at Bridgnorth. The chimneys fell straight through the sitting room and larder, causing a considerable amount of damage. The master of the house, along with the matron of the institution and a baby, were having dinner at the time that the debris fell, but thankfully no one was injured.


  8JANUARY 1924 On this day, the media reported on the death of a local celebrity, Mr William Shakespeare Childe-Pemberton (66), who died on the 5 January at Kinlet Hall after a short illness. He was a well-known writer of memoirs, as well as being extremely knowledgeable on art and history. Two notable works of Childe-Pemberton’s are The Romance of Princess Amelia and Elizabeth Blount and Henry the Eighth, with Some Account of her Surroundings. The building of Kinlet Hall was accomplished by demolishing the surrounding villages, forcing the villagers to move. The space surrounding the building was then turned into parkland.


  9JANUARY 1839 At the Shropshire Quarter Sessions, Mr E. Edmonds, who was a coroner in Oswestry, was indicated for violating the Registration of Births and Deaths Act. It seems that during his time as coroner Edmonds failed to send to the district registrars the death certificates for his death inquests; when the certificates were demanded of him, he refused to hand them over. The jury returned a guilty verdict, and the honourable chairman summed up by reminding the court that Acts of Parliament must be obeyed, even if an individual disagreed with them, for the preservation of order.


10JANUARY 1816 On this day Martha Riley, a single mother with a young child, was found guilty of stealing a few potatoes from a neighbouring garden. Riley, who was not married, had no other means of support. However, the owner of the potatoes had little sympathy and called for the constable. He soon took her to Shrewsbury for her trial, and she was sentenced to one year’s hard labour. The child served the time with her in Shrewsbury Gaol.
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Single mother Martha Riley and her young child both served time in Shrewsbury Gaol, Howard Street. (Photo by Samantha Lyon)


11JANUARY 1832 The local papers reported that three men – Isaac Skit (alias Isaac Powys), Emmanuel Shepherd and John Corfield, all of whom were colliers – had been indicted for ‘riotously assembling’ on 8 December 1831. After meeting, the small group then proceeded to Steeraway Lime Works, where they recruited further rioters. The jury, however, decided to dismiss the charges. When the chairman discharged the prisoners he said that he hoped they would go home ‘feeling lucky’, and would appreciate the ‘forgiving nature’ of the jury. He reminded them that the law was put in place to protect them, and he hoped that, as such, they would abide by it in the future.


12JANUARY 1867 At this time there were extremely heavy floods in Shropshire. The Severn had recently iced over and subsequently thawed, causing the river to flood to an extent unseen since 1852. The fields surrounding the river were submerged for hundreds of acres, and at one point hedges disappeared completely under the water. In Smithfield Road, where a row of houses were enclosed by water, households were forced to live upstairs and to use boats in order to get around town.


13JANUARY 1790 An inn in Ellesmere was the subject of an article in The Times on this day. The paper reported that the following poem had been scrawled on a window:





Dust is lighter than a feather,


The wind much lighter is than either;


But, Alas! frail woman kind


Is far much lighter than the wind.





Beneath this, in different handwriting, was a riposte:





Friend, you mistake the matter quite!


How can you say that a woman’s light?


Poor Cornuo swears, throughout his life,


His heaviest plague has been a wife!





14JANUARY 1866 Before the birth of serology (the science of analysing blood), murder trials were often reliant on the informed opinions of doctors or police officers. These men would be asked to decide if blood found at a crime scene (or on a suspect) came from a human or from an animal. The case of Edward Edwards (18) was one of these cases. Edwards was murdered at Duddlewich Mill on this day. He left before breakfast to feed the pigs. Eventually, when he did not return, a search was instituted, and Edwards was found, bleeding, bruised and very near death, in a lower room in his uncle’s mill. His skull was fractured, and several inches of bone were protruding into his brain. His hands were also cut – injuries sustained whilst defending himself against his attacker, it was presumed. When Edwards died, charges were brought against his uncle, John Meredith, on the basis that a pair of his (Meredith’s) trousers had been discovered which were covered with blood. This item of clothing was sent to Professor Alfred Swaine Taylor at Guy’s Hospital for examination. However, luckily for the uncle, Swaine Taylor explained at the inquest that it was not possible for him to distinguish whether it was animal blood and human. Meredith was therefore acquitted.
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Prof. Swaine Taylor of Guy’s Hospital claimed there was no way to distinguish human blood from animal blood, which resulted in Meredith’s acquittal. (THP)


15JANUARY 1785 On this day Robert Cole was found guilty of begging around Wellington Parish. His punishment was to be publically whipped all the way from Shrewsbury Market Hall to the gaol, where he served a six-month sentence – only to be publically whipped once again upon his release. Public displays of whipping officially came to an end in Shrewsbury in 1840.


16JANUARY 1668 On this day Francis Talbot, the 11th Earl of Shrewsbury and 11th Earl of Waterford, duelled with George Villiers, 2nd Duke of Buckingham, who was the lover of Talbot’s wife, Lady Anna Maria Brudenell. Samuel Pepys wrote of:


the duell yesterday between the Duke of Buckingham … and my Lord of Shrewsbury … and all about my Lady Shrewsbury, who is a whore, and is at this time, and hath for a great while been, a whore to the Duke of Buckingham. And so her husband challenged him, and they met yesterday in a close near Barne-Elmes, and there fought: and my Lord Shrewsbury is run through the body, from the right breast through the shoulder: and Sir John Talbot all along up one of his armes … This will make the world think that the king hath good councillors about him, when the Duke of Buckingham, the greatest man about him, is a fellow of no more sobriety than to fight about a whore … I shall not be much sorry [if Buckingham should get into trouble for the fight] that we may have some sober man … to assist in the Government.





These injuries ultimately resulted in Talbot’s early death. His wife was rumoured to have dressed up as a page and held Villiers’ horse in order to view the duel. She later moved into Buckingham’s house, which was also home to his wife, causing an enormous scandal.


17JANUARY 1887 When part of the roof of the Shrewsbury railway station collapsed under the weight of the snow piled on top of it, William Heath, a local town councillor and coal merchant, was killed on platform three. An inquest held on this day ruled the unfortunate event an accidental death. Sightings of his ghost have been reported on platform three since Heath’s demise. Come nightfall, it is said, he can be seen waiting around on the platform for his train.
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Shrewsbury railway station is said to be haunted by the ghost of Councillor William Heath. (Photo by Samantha Lyon)


18JANUARY 1911 An employee of the Ketley Grant Colliery by the name of Edward Morgan (24) was killed on this day, along with two other men. The three workers were ‘holing’ when a large 5-yard length of coal fell over and buried them alive. The sad incident may have been avoided had ‘under-sprags’ (a device, usually a post or bar, used to support mining roofs) been used.


19JANUARY 1810 An inquest was held into the death of Elizabeth Williams (15), who had been a servant to Mrs Ridley of St Alkmund’s Square. On the Monday prior to this inquest, Williams, feeling unwell, retired to bed. She ate only a little broth for the rest of the day, but her condition quickly deteriorated. By the evening she was dead. As she had been downstairs when she perished, her replacement was forced to carry her corpse upstairs. Elizabeth’s body was placed on the bed, where she remained until the 18th. When she was asked to explain why she had left the body there, Mrs Ridley replied that she had wanted to leave the girl, just as she was when she died, until such a time as her father could see her. At the inquiry Mrs Ridley was also asked why she had not informed the girl’s sister, who lived nearby, of her death. Mrs Ridley claimed that she had ‘forgotten where she lived’. The sister rejected this story: she told the inquest that she had come to visit, but had been told that Elizabeth was ‘not in’ and further, that she was not allowed to wait at the house for her return. A neighbour attested that she had heard violent groans coming from the house for several hours on the evening the servant died. An acquaintance of the deceased also claimed that Williams had often complained of being deprived of food and mistreated by her employers. Despite all the above evidence, the jury at the inquest decided that there was not sufficient information to show that Elizabeth had been murdered, although they had reason to suspect the deceased had been improperly treated.
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Elizabeth Williams lived with her employer, Mrs Ridley, in St Alkmund’s Square. (Photo by Samantha Lyon)


20JANUARY 1900 When lighting a lamp on a ferry in Jackfield, near Ironbridge, John Harrison (72) fell backwards into the Severn and was swept away by the aggressive waters, as witnessed by fellow boatman Henry Wild and school teacher Jane Ellen Blocksidge. Forty-one days later he was found, dead and his body in the late stages of decomposition, on the shore of the River Severn at Bridgnorth.


21JANUARY 1949 The Times today reported the death of local farmer James A. Davies of Lower Eyton Farm, Alberbury. He passed on at the Royal Salop Infirmary on the 19 January after a horrible accident: he was gored by a bull on his farm. The incident occurred when Davies was out on his farm feeding his calves: the bull, which had been tethered, managed to break its chain and instantly attacked Davies.
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22JANUARY 1816 On this date, local businessman and registrar-general of Shropshire Thomas Eyton died at his home in Wellington. It was widely believed that the death occurred following a short illness, but in fact it was later established that Eyton had committed suicide following the failure of his business, which had fallen into substantial tax arrears.


23JANUARY 1936 Drusilla Pilliner (55) died in hospital after being involved in a road accident at Wrottesley. She was one of four people, including Jesse Broome, William Talbot Pilliner and Cecil Franklin, who were injured in the accident when their car collided with a coal lorry on the main road between Wolverhampton and Shrewsbury.


24JANUARY 1928 At this time, the Ministry of Health issued a circular to the Boards of Guardians regarding outbreaks of smallpox around the country. In the twentieth century an estimated 300 million people died from the disease. However, the numbers had been even higher before Edward Jenner developed a vaccine in 1796, based on his observation that people who contracted cowpox did not go on to contract smallpox. In this year the Ministry of Health revealed that a case of smallpox had been discovered in Wollerton, a small village in North Shropshire. The World Health Organisation did not officially announce the eradication of the disease until 1979. Nonetheless, it remains one of only two infectious diseases which have officially been eradicated.


25JANUARY 1826 In this year an incident in Market Drayton caught national media attention after magistrates discovered that a mentally handicapped man had been locked up by his family in squalid conditions for several years. Some years before, it was revealed, William Smith and his sister had detained their brother, George, in the attic and boarded up the windows. The Smiths claimed that keeping their brother in this impromptu prison was necessary, as light ‘threw him into fits’. They also added that if the windows were not covered with boards he would punch through the glass. However, it is more likely that this action was taken in order to hide George from the sight of others. In fact, the duo perpetuated a myth that the house was haunted in order to deter visitors with prying eyes. In 1826 a servant quit her position with the Smiths and went to work for a neighbouring magistrate. She promptly told him about George and, on 25 January, Revd Henry Delves Broughton and Mr Eld went to the house and demanded to see the prisoner. The sight inside was truly shocking: the attic was filthy, and covered with excrement and straw. They swiftly removed George Smith from the house and placed him in the county asylum in Stafford. He died there three years later and was returned, at the request of the family, so that he could be buried in Bucklestone. The story gets stranger still: in 1883, a workman accidentally hit the coffin with a pick. The box was found to be empty.


26JANUARY 1862 On the 3 February 1862, Jack and Peter Tolley were brought before a jury at Shrewsbury and charged with the murder of John Preece. Preece was a labourer on the Shrewsbury and Hereford line. On the 26 January he went out with workmates to the Bridge Inn in Dorrington, where they met the Tolley brothers. They stayed at the inn until 9 p.m., whereupon they all departed. Preece and the Tolley brothers had not been walking long before a dispute erupted. The fight allegedly involved the accusation that Preece could not do as much work, or work as hard, as the other men on the team. During the fight that followed Jack Tolley stabbed the victim. When Dr Glover reached the site he found Preece lying on his side in the road, sporting a wound 3in long in his right side, a puncture that passed through the abdominal muscle. Unfortunately, the wound proved fatal, and Preece died on 29 January. The jury found Jack guilty of murder, but as there was not sufficient evidence to convict Peter he was discharged.


27JANUARY 1902 On this day a coroner by the name of Mr F.H. Potts conducted an inquiry into the bodies of single mother Harriett Meyrick Edwards (22) and her daughter Charlsey Margaret Edwards (4). Both bodies had suffered severe burns. Harriet sported marks on her face and neck, and her lips and tongue were also badly blistered. The child was even more drastically burned, and both the mother and daughter had their hands clenched, suggesting that their deaths had been painful. It was concluded that the deaths were caused by carbolic-acid poisoning, and that Harriett had wilfully murdered her young child and then killed herself during a bout of insanity. After Charlsey was born, Harriett had remained very much in love with Harry Adams, the child’s father. However, when it became clear that Adams did not share her devotion, Harriett became unhinged. Evidence was brought to light to suggest that Harriett’s mental health had been worsening for some time. She had recently approached a local chemist in Broseley, one George Egglestone, to apply for some laudanum – she was having difficulty sleeping, she said. He informed her that he was unable to supply her since it was a prescription drug, and she left his shop. The inquest could not discover the source of the acid with which Harriett had taken her own life. On 2 February the Wellington Journal revealed the contents of her suicide letter, which stated that Harriett was ‘tired of life’ and that she was ‘sorry to cause so much bother’. She seemed to be under the misapprehension that Adams was going to commit suicide along with her: ‘she [Charlsey] will have no one to look after her when we have gone,’ she wrote. ‘Me and Harry have resolved to die together. Nothing to live for here. I can’t write any more. Tell poor old dad not to worry.’


28JANUARY 1890 Today the Severn overflowed to a near record-breaking level and thousands of acres were submerged. The town was submerged in several feet of water, and the streets of Shrewsbury resembled a canal. In order to get from one location to another, boats and temporary bridges had to be used. People were forced from the lower rooms of their homes, and some had to be removed from their homes entirely.
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The River Severn, which overflowed and forced people from their homes in 1890. (Photo by Samantha Lyon)


29JANUARY 1952 On this day Plaish Hall in Cardington was listed as a Grade I building. The building has an incredibly interesting yet slightly morbid history. It was built for Judge William Leighton in the sixteenth century. However, one thing remained to finish the job: the judge needed a chimney stack for his new roof. When a builder named Sherrett came to his courtroom, the judge proposed a deal: he would spare Sherrett the capital punishment his offence otherwise warranted if Sherrett agreed to build the chimney stack. The builder readily agreed and completed the job – but as soon as the stack was finished the judge went back on his word and had the man hanged. Ghost stories about the house are widespread: according to one legend, the chimney sometimes drips blood …


30JANUARY 1931 Albert Edward Deverell (43) and his wife Gwendoline were found dead in their home at Carding Mill. Albert, who had been a cashier at Lloyds bank in Church Stretton, was found on the floor of his bedroom with a pistol in his hand; Gwendoline was found lying in the bed with a bullet in her head. The grisly scene was discovered by Police Sergeant Barklay; he had received a telephone call from Deverell’s distraught manager, who had found a suicide note written by his client. The letter indicated that Deverell had been suffering financially. He could not see a way out, and decided that he was ‘going over the line’ – and that he was taking his wife along for the ride.
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31JANUARY 1679 Reverend Robert Foulkes was executed on this day for the murder of his newborn baby. Before the news of the crime became public, Foulkes had been the popular vicar of St Peter’s in Stanton Lacy. A few years before the crime Foulkes had taken in a young orphaned lady, with whom he began a relationship – despite the fact that he already had a wife and two children. Perhaps unavoidably, the girl became pregnant. First Foulkes attempted to abort the baby. When this was unsuccessful, he moved his pregnant mistress to an isolated location, far from prying eyes and his jealous wife, where she could come to term and deliver the baby. In York Buildings, in the Strand, the girl gave birth, though she was denied the normal medical attention that most mothers receive. Instead, Foulkes alone helped deliver the baby – and then he quietly murdered him by thrusting his body into the ‘house of office’, or the privy. They then returned to Stanton Lacy and tried to resume a normal life. All might have gone well had not an observant parishioner realised that the girl, to all appearances, had recently given birth. Upon questioning the girl broke down and confessed everything, and the authorities became involved. Both the young lady and Foulkes were charged with the murder and entered pleas of ‘not guilty’. The gentlewoman was found not guilty, and was generally regarded with much sympathy. Foulkes, however, was found guilty and sentenced to death.
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