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SYNOPSIS




The story presents a scene set in Noah's Ark, where human passengers and animals live together amid the flood. In a satirical tone full of subtleties, Machado de Assis constructs witty dialogues and reflections on morality, coexistence, and personal interests, questioning the virtues and vices that persist even in a scenario of renewal and salvation.
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Notice




This text is a work in the public domain and reflects the norms, values and perspectives of its time. Some readers may find parts of this content offensive or disturbing, given evolving social norms and our collective understanding of issues of equality, human rights and mutual respect. We ask readers to approach this material with an understanding of the historical era in which it was written, recognizing that it may contain language, ideas or descriptions that are incompatible with today's ethical and moral standards.




Foreign language names will be preserved in their original form, without translation.




 








Chapter I






 




1.-

Then Noah said to his sons Japheth, Shem, and Ham: "Let us leave the ark,

according to the Lord's will, we and our wives and all the animals. The ark

must come to rest on the top of a mountain; we will go down from there. 




2.-

“For the Lord has fulfilled his promise when he said to me, 'I have decided to

destroy all flesh; evil is rampant on earth, and I want to wipe out mankind.

Build an ark of wood; you, your wife, and your sons shall enter it.




3.-

“And the wives of your sons, and a pair of every animal.




4.-

Now the word of the Lord has been fulfilled, and all men have perished, and the

floodgates of heaven are closed; we will return to the earth and live in peace

and harmony."




5.-

Noah told this to his sons, and they were very glad to hear their father's

words. Noah left them and went into one of the rooms of the ark.




6.-

Then Japheth raised his voice and said, "Our life will be pleasant. The

fig tree will give us fruit, the sheep will give us wool, the cow will give us

milk, the sun will give us light, and the night will give us shelter. 
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