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            ‘… the criminal a get way with a whole heap a badniss and your police neva seem to be able to catch them. Dem always escaping in nearby bushes. Tell them fi go inna the bush and catch them if a so it go.’

            
        JAMAICAN BLOGGER, PAUL TOMLINSON, WRITING TO THE NEW COMMISSIONER OF POLICE
      

            
                

            

            ‘I make a distinction between “the nearby bushes” and “in the nearby bushes”. Perhaps it is my corrupt imagination. “In the nearby bushes” equals concealment, danger, while “the nearby bushes” equals a place of opportunity to do what one wishes to be hidden from others – sex, dispose of waste be it bodily waste or household waste.’

            
        PROF ANTHONY HARRIOTT, DIRECTOR INSTITUTE OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE & SECURITY, UWI MONA, JAMAICA
      

         

         
      
    

      

   


   
      
         

         
            
               HERE WHERE ONCE LAY THE BODIES

               of

            

            
               
                  Lindel Williams (41 years old, body found September 21, 2007)

                  Chevaughn White (22 years old, body found December 25, 2011)

                  Dwayne Jones (16 years old, body found July 22, 2013)

               

               
                  Gary Lewis (age unreported, body found on Dec 6, 2014)

                  Randy Hentzel (48 years old, body found May 1, 2016)

                  Harold Nichols (53 years old, body found May 1, 2016)

               

               
                  Tanijah Howell (35 years old, body found February 18, 2017)

                  James Miller (age unreported, body found May 14, 2017)

                  Randal Riley (16 years old, body found June 2, 2017)

               

               
                  Christopher Williams (28 years old, body found June 2, 2017)

                  Desiree Gibbon (26 years old, body found November 26, 2017)

                  Petrice Portious (21 years old, body found February 26, 2018)

               

               
                  Joyan Myrie (21 years old, body found May 2, 2018)

                  Kadijah Saunders (9 years old, body found June 5, 2018)

                  Kimone Campbell (25 years old, body found June 9, 2018)

               

               
                  Omar Earle (40, years old body found June 11, 2018)

                  Leon Griffith (31, years old body found June 11, 2018)

                  Dario Yearwood (27 years old, body found September 7, 2018)

               

               
                  Daniel Griffith (37 years old, body found September 7, 2018)

                  Andrew Haylett (34 years old, body found October 25, 2018)

                  Monique Brown (23 years old, body found October 25, 2018)

               

               
                  Nancy Hardy (72 years old, body found November 28, 2018)

                  Barbara Findley (48 years old, body found December 5, 2018)

                  Demar Stennett (20 years old, body found January 5, 2019)

               

               
                  & these are only some.
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               TRANSLATION OF A JAMAICAN CURSE

               
          ‘Guh dead ah bush!’
        

            

            
               
                  Or else, you could say: may death wait for you

                  
            in the undergrowth, the understory; may you drag yourself
          

                  
            there, like a wounded dog towards the hem of hedges.
          

                  
            And there, where is the darkness, where is the furnace
          

                  
            of worms, where are the fallen leaves, may the world
          

                  
            above you be a buzzing, colourless thing. May you feel
          

                  
            the earth’s rhythm and weather and wear; may you think
          

                  
            ‘of all places I have ended here’.
          

               

            

         

      

   


   
      
         
            

               THE UNDERSTORY

            

            
               
                  Here that is the unplotted plot, the intriguing

                  twist of vines, the messy dialogue – just listen

                  how the leaves uh & ah & er nonstop.

               

               
                                The ‘horse dead & cow fat’ is here, as well

                                the sob story, the tall story & the same old story.

                                Whomever did tell you there was two sides

               

               
                  to every story is someone who don’t know the true

                  nature of stories. Try two hundred, or two thousand,

                  & they are all here. A web of Nansi story hangs thick

               

               
                                between the trees. The original accounts

                                of witnesses are here, as well a careful record

                                of all subsequent changes; you may compare.

               

               
                  The long bench is here, perfectly sized, that you might hear

                  the long story that will not be cut short. Here where is

                  the hard luck story, the likely & unlikely stories,

               

               
                                & all the tales that were put on shelves,

                                ‘Oh,’ the teller had said, waving a hand,

                                ‘that’s a whole other story!’ Well, my dear,

               

               
                  they are here – in the complication of roots, in the dirtiness

                  of dirt. Are there stories you have heard about Jamaica?

                  Well here are the stories underneath.

               

            

         

      

   


   
      
         
            

               HERE THAT WAS HERE BEFORE…

            

            
               
                  the invention of doors (which was the invention of the outdoors);

               

               
                  before the invention of town (which was the invention of the

                  outskirts, the peripheries);

               

               
                  before the invention of gates (which was the invention of the

                  outside, the outsider, the barbarians in wait. It should be noted

                  there are many kinds of gates & many kinds of barbarians; in

                  Jamaica, the gates of Kingston produce a kind offensively called

                  ‘butu’);

               

               
                  Here that was here before the invention of keys (which was the

                  invention of a lie – the world was somewhere else & we could close

                  a door to it);

               

               
                  before the invention of curtains (which was the invention of spying

                  nervously in your own back yard, at night after the dogs bark, the

                  motion-sensor lights come on, you can see everything except what

                  is behind the crotons);

               

               
                  before the invention of burglar bars (which was the invention of

                  an accidental art installation in Hope Pastures, Jamaica – a house

                  surrounded entirely by steel, like a dollhouse in a birdcage);

               

               
                  before the invention of boundaries (which was the invention of

                  fences, and also the invention of countries – countries being the

                  invention of men wearing clothes the colour of trees, patrolling the

                  arbitrary lines, the dark promise of their rifles);

               

               
                  before the invention of stamps (which was the invention of

                  bureaucracy, which was the invention of embassies, which was the

                  invention of old women gathered hopelessly on Hope Road, the
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