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Dedicated to my wife, Helen,
my sons, Joseph and Daniel,
and my extended family at Administer Justice.
Thank you for persevering with me.


Foreword

Eugene Cho


I’ll just be honest. When I was invited to write the foreword to this book, I wasn’t sure I had the energy, time, or desire. I’m busy doing busy things. I’m needed here and there. I have important meetings with important people. I have broken systems and policies to debate and change. When you’re a person who cares about pursuing justice, there’s no shortage of work. You get my point: it’s tempting, even while you’re trying to do good, to get self-absorbed and overwhelmed.

But I like Bruce Strom, so I was going to speed-read through the book—read the table of contents, skim key paragraphs, and produce a foreword.

And then something happened.

This book began to speak to me. It both challenged and encouraged; it comforted and disrupted. It compelled me to stop, pause, and truly reflect on what “persevering power” means in my own life, as someone who cares deeply about justice and the pursuit of God’s kingdom here on earth.

Let’s just say it: justice has become a trendy topic in both the church and larger society, which isn’t necessarily a bad thing at all. People are talking about it, and that’s good. There are gatherings, teachings, sermons, books, and entire conferences around justice. But if we’re not careful, it’s quite possible and tempting to be more in love with the idea of justice than to engage in the actual work of justice—the arduous, painful, and messy marathon work. In other words, persevering power.

The work of justice isn’t a fad, a conference, a topic, or an accessory we wear when it’s fashionable. As Bruce shares in the book, justice reflects the character of God. It is essential to our discipleship and worship. But if we’re not wise, our focus can become misaligned. We lose our sense of purpose and joy, and we may end up worshiping justice rather than a just God.

This book spoke so vulnerably and intimately to me—and I believe it will speak to you. And most importantly, I believe it will encourage you. During a time of intense challenge and cynicism, we all need encouragement.

I prefer not to use words like expert, guru, or whatever other elevated phrases we use to describe people. What I know is that Bruce is an encourager. Now, I’m not diminishing his accomplishments, the substantive work of Administer Justice (an organization you’ll read more about in these pages), or the practical wisdom of this book. Even more important than such things, though, is the manner in which he seeks to live his life. Over the years, I’ve had the privilege of witnessing Bruce embody what he writes in this book. It’s true that he’s broken, imperfect, and in desperate need of God’s grace. We all are. But I’m grateful that over the years we’ve exchanged emails and texts, shared conversations, broken bread, and partnered in ministry. I’ve met his wife and kids on many occasions. While I didn’t hear those four “keys” that he speaks of in this book—look up, look back, look in, and look around—I see how he’s embodied these biblical principles.

Finally, what I appreciate the most is that while this book embraces vulnerability and shares so many honest stories of both failures and successes, brokenness and redemption, mountaintops and valleys, its aim is not to draw attention to the author, but most importantly, to point you and me to Jesus, “the author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2 KJV).

What we need today isn’t more formulaic how-tos from self-professing gurus. We don’t need more dazzling storytellers; we need more genuine storytellers. We need more vulnerable encouragers who truly believe in the persevering power of the gospel.






Introduction

Finding Joy


It was 1994. I was young, married, and excelling at everything our culture calls success. By all appearances I had life by the horns as the senior partner of a successful law practice. Yet here I lay, crawled up in a ball on the floor of our closet. Sick of crying out to God with no change in circumstances, I despaired. Where is God? Why doesn’t he care?

I was exhausted and without hope. I had no joy. I was chasing success, believing that would bring me joy. But it only brought weariness. I lacked persevering power—a Holy Spirit power that teaches the secret of being content whatever one’s circumstance. Strangely, I would find joy by giving up my wealth, power, hopes, and dreams. But first I had to get out of the closet.

In that moment, I was fully self-absorbed in my pain and belief that God owed me for being a good person. I didn’t drink, smoke, do drugs, engage in sex outside of marriage, or swear. I led Bible studies, served as an elder in my church, and in general was a great pharisee. Since I am a lawyer, perhaps I would be better identified as a teacher of the law, one of those Jesus called “whitewashed tombs” (Matthew 23:27), appearing highly successful on the outside, but inside are rotting bones. That described me.

Like the Pharisees and teachers of the law in Jesus’ day, I subtly felt I was better than others and should be blessed. God calls that pride. I don’t think the problem is limited to the rich and powerful. But that was the man cowering in the closet. No matter how much money or power I had, nothing could change my reality.

After several years of marriage, my wife and I could not get pregnant. I hated the injustice: people who were able to have children abused or neglected them while a good Christian couple could not achieve their dream. While I grew angry and cold, my wife experienced the same pain differently. She wept tears of faith thinking of others, not herself. She prayed fervently for my soul and for the children she believed God would provide.

God heard her prayers. Helen pulled me from that closet, and together we found joy. The lessons we learned through that time can be summarized in four keys for successfully overcoming life’s challenges.


FOUR KEYS TO PERSEVERING POWER

Why should you read this book? We all need persevering power. You or someone you know may be experiencing difficult trials in life. I certainly have. I will share many of the challenges the Lord has allowed into my life and the lessons I have learned. I’ve shared these with thousands of others over decades of challenging legal ministry.

Years after my crisis in the closet, God asked me to sell my practice and all I had to start Administer Justice, a ministry that helps individuals caught in legal circumstances and who cannot afford the high cost of lawyers. As I’ve led this nonprofit, which has served tens of thousands of people in crisis, I have learned the critical importance of these four keys to persevering power. They have allowed me to serve those in crisis and lead people wanting to help them. Because applying these keys has transformed my life, I want to share their truth with you.

There is hope. Whether you feel stuck and cannot see the way forward in your own life, or you want to help others who are stuck, these keys will help you persevere in a way that brings you peace and joy.

The four keys are: look up, look back, look in, and look around. They follow a specific progression and form a grid for achieving balance in life.

Looking up involves perspective and purpose. God is bigger than our problems. He uses our challenges to draw us closer to him as we discover his purpose for us.

Looking back involves the past and praise. Our past informs our present but need not define our future. As we look back, we find truths to remember and celebrate. The Holy Spirit breaks every chain that would enslave us. We celebrate the good work of God and allow him to free us from bad habits.

Looking in involves pursuing peace and relinquishing pride. In a noisy world, we all need times of stillness and peace. As we take opportunity to examine ourselves through humble confession, we must beware the power of pride, which will always prevent persevering power.

Looking around involves people and provision. Isolation fuels anxiety, while caring people help provide perspective. We learn not to grasp at what God has given us and instead generously steward all that we have in the loving service of others.

Going forward, each chapter provides a truth to embrace, a pitfall to avoid, prayer, practical application, and questions to help you go deeper. At the back of the book is a self-assessment to help you identify areas of strength and areas for improvement. In addition, I have invited other friends who have persevered through difficult challenges to join us by video introduction to each chapter. These can be accessed at www.perseveringpower.com.




JOY AND HELP IN THE JOURNEY

I hope you will join me on this journey to discover persevering power. Along the way I will share personal stories, including of how the Holy Spirit radically changed me. You’ll read stories of individuals helped in crisis, and stories of individuals in the Bible who teach us about persevering power.

Do you want to be part of God’s miraculous story? Do you want to experience freedom during challenging circumstances? Do you long for a peace and joy that transcends circumstances? There is nothing special about me. The same Holy Spirit that radically changed me can also change you.

The first step out of the closet of confusion, challenge, isolation, and overwhelming circumstances is accepting help. I had to take my wife’s hand, and her faith continues to teach me. I am reaching out my hand to you through this book. Please take it. Find other people of faith to review chapter questions together. Take time to work through the practical application sections. My prayer is that you will experience fresh insights into God’s persevering power whether for yourself or as you come alongside others.

Together may we find joy for the journey.
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1

Get
Perspective


There is one God, and you are not him!

A man who worked at an aviary in a bird park went to an outdoor wedding. He kept looking up until a friend finally asked him why. The man replied, “Sorry, I’m used to looking up to avoid falling bird poop.” If you want to avoid a lot of life’s poop, look up!

The apostle Paul said, “If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth” (Colossians 3:1-2 ESV). Snoopy, the beloved dog of Charlie Brown, thought about it this way: “Keep looking up—that is the secret of life.”

Maybe this sounds silly, but go outside and look up. You cannot see yourself. All you see is a vast expanse of possibilities. Look down. You will see yourself and little else. This is true in life. Looking up fixes your eyes on Jesus. Looking down fixes your eyes on you. When you look up you can appreciate the majesty of God. When you look down you limit your perspective.

Christ followers believe Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Father. We believe he sees all things and knows all things. This means he sees you and he knows you. He knows your anxiety, stress, uncertainty, and pain. “The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him” (Nahum 1:7). “Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7).

He cares for you. Look up.


PERSPECTIVE OF SELF

The challenge is circumstances. Often, we don’t look up because we are in a torrential downpour and if we look up, we’re afraid we’ll drown. Although rain clouds may obscure the sun, that does not mean it’s gone. Far above the clouds and unaffected by them, the sun shines brightly. The Son of God shines just as brightly above the storm cloud of circumstances of your life. Jesus is unaffected by the storm. He speaks peace to the storm.

The first thing about perspective is realizing it is okay to struggle with it. Honestly, if Jesus’ closest friends grew afraid when he was with them in bodily form, you can extend a little grace to yourself. Jesus was sharing amazing teaching with the crowds when he climbed into a boat with his disciples to cross the Sea of Galilee. Jesus was tired and fell asleep. He continued to sleep even though a violent storm struck. While the disciples were experienced fishermen, they feared for their lives, and asked, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” (Matthew 4:38). Have you ever asked that? Don’t you care that I’m drowning? I’m overwhelmed. Don’t you care?

Jesus awoke and calmly said, “Quiet! Be still!” and the storm disappeared. “Why are you so afraid?” he asked. “Do you still have no faith?” (Matthew 4:39-40).

Jesus will calm your storm. Fear is natural, but he is the God of the supernatural. Trust him. Have faith. Faith is a prerequisite to persevering power. Faith provides perspective in the storm.

There have been many storms in my life, perhaps yours also. A major hurricane was our struggle with infertility. After four years of marriage, I crawled into that closet. Helen pulled me out, but then four more years passed without any change in our circumstances. Have you ever heard someone say you have to give up for God to show up? That was true for us. In 1998, we were giving up; but that fall, we were at the doctor’s office and saw on the ultrasound two tiny peanuts with beating hearts. We were having twins! Leaving the office that day we looked up and saw a double rainbow.

Nine months later we were at a restaurant celebrating the impending birth of our sons with family and friends when the entire restaurant, including the kitchen staff, emptied outside. Everyone was pointing to the brightest double rainbow I have ever seen.

God’s promises are real. His timing is not our timing or his ways our ways, but he is faithful. His perspective is better than mine. And God was allowing the pain of infertility to open my eyes to the pain of others around me.

We survived a major storm in our life, and everything was rainbows. But then it wasn’t. I took a couple of months off to be with our newborn sons. I was an anxious dad. Are they supposed to poop this much? Why isn’t one gaining weight? Why are they crying all the time? Twins can be a handful and I wanted to control everything. But I couldn’t. The best lesson of parenting is learning to let go of control. Letting go of control is necessary for developing faith.

Letting go of control is hard for a lot of people—it was for me. When I let go, people messed up. That is what I discovered when I returned to work. Major mistakes happened while I was gone. Suddenly I was being sued in four lawsuits. I was trying to buy two buildings and multiple problems arose. We needed more lawyers and made an offer to one who suddenly backed out because her husband was diagnosed with cancer. My firm was falling apart. I started the firm with nothing and believed our strong alignment around service and integrity should protect us from turmoil. How could this be? I wanted to seize control of the situation and grit my way forward.

Have you wrestled with work challenges? Maybe you were an ideal employee and out of nowhere got fired. Perhaps, like me, you owned a business built on Christian principles only to face serious challenges. What do you do?

I’ll tell you what I didn’t do. I didn’t pray. Not really. I prayed for God to remove the circumstances, but I didn’t ask why the circumstances were present. I’ll tell you another thing I didn’t do. I didn’t involve my wife. She is an amazing woman of faith, but rather than seek God together, I thought I was protecting her by taking everything on myself. I was wrong. God uses the storm of circumstances for different purposes. Sometimes he sends the storm, other times he allows the storm. But storms always have purpose.

Sometimes God allows a storm of circumstances to correct us. He did that a lot with the people of Israel. Sometimes God allows a storm of circumstances to teach us to rely on him more fully. And sometimes the storm of circumstances happens for reasons known only to God. For me, they were a lesson in humility. I liked relying on a bank account. I liked telling people I was the senior partner of a successful law practice. My identity was rooted more in my career than in Christ. And I believed my work was mine and separate from my wife. I forgot that all I had was a gift from God, especially my wife.

Pitfall to Avoid—Don’t make yourself or your circumstance bigger than God.


I thought I could negotiate with God. I had a nice ministry called Administer Justice, which I started on the side. I gave more than a tenth of my money to important Christian causes. I led a small group and taught the Bible. And even though I’d written good stewardship resources for the church, I was not practicing good stewardship in my own life—I had not fully surrendered myself to God. I wanted control of my life and to share only parts of it with God. But God wanted all of me.

Maybe that is your circumstance. Maybe the challenges you are facing are God’s way of saying, Stop trusting in yourself. Trust me. Maybe he wants you to close that business or end that relationship. Maybe he wants you to involve your spouse or significant other in your life more. Perhaps he wants to move you out of your comfort zone so you trust him more. He often asks us to do hard things if we are to listen and not lean on our own understanding.

Truth to Embrace—Control is an illusion. Let go and put your trust in God.


God asked me to close the law practice. He didn’t want part of me. He wanted all of me. My storm of circumstances was sent so I would look up. I was trusting in my job, money, and abilities, but God wanted me to trust him. I shut down my law practice, sold everything, and went to Administer Justice full time.

And that is how I found myself all alone in a little office shaking my fist at God. I spent two years looking down. All I could see was the unfair circumstances at work. I’d done nothing to deserve the chaos and confusion. Like Job, I felt righteous in my response. But also like Job, I could not see the bigger picture. I lacked faith. “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1 ESV).

My friend Dr. Tony Evans says, “If all you see is what you see, then you do not see all there is to be seen.” Think about that. Your perspective is limited. You do not see all there is to be seen, but God does. All I could see was that Administer Justice had only $2,000 in the bank account and my wife was not working as she stayed home to raise our sons. I was looking down at my circumstances. When I finally looked up it was to shake my fist at God. But when I looked up, he answered. And that wrecked me. Looking up usually does.

I left my law practice in grudging obedience to God’s call. I had no joy. I was angry. Everyone thought I was crazy, and so did I. All alone in a little eight-by-ten-foot office, I looked up and shook my fist at God. “What am I doing here?”

God responded: “My will. For whatever you do for one of the least of these, you do unto me.”

That was the true breaking point of my life. I had to stop seeking the approval of people. I needed to stop chasing the things of this world. I needed perspective. I was bigger in my own eyes than God wanted. I had to become less so he could become more. I had to recognize my life was not my own and I needed to focus less on me and more on God and others.

How about you? Is your identity tied to what you do or who you are with? Do you describe yourself by a role or do you describe yourself as a child of God? Perspective matters.




PERSPECTIVE OF JESUS

As I began to look up and focus more on God, I learned more about his perspective. The perspective of Jesus. If we are to be like him, then he is worth knowing.

I hope you have friends. Assuming you do, I wonder how you would describe them to me. I suspect you would talk about the character traits that are at the core of who they are: warm, funny, encouraging, adventurous, loyal. You could share stories that illustrate these characteristics. In a short period of time, I would have a wonderful picture of your friends and feel like I know them.

Throughout Scripture we see the character of God reflected in Jesus—justice, mercy, and humility. Understanding these character traits helps us understand Jesus. Jesus called us friend, and we should think of him not as some distant deity to study and discuss, but as a loving friend to follow. A friend who exercises kindness, justice, and righteousness.

Sometimes I think we study Jesus like he is some math problem to solve instead of a friend to embrace. We emphasize the birth and death of Jesus almost as if he never lived. Our church calendars place great emphasis on Christmas and Easter. We frequently say Jesus was born to die. But that is misleading. Honestly that is like me saying you were born to die. While a true statement, it misses the point of your life. Jesus was born to live.

If Jesus came only to die, he could have done that quickly. He made enemies right away. But most people agree he lived thirty-three years, spending the last three as a traveling teaching rabbi.

Why?

Jesus did not merely come to die. He came to live. Jesus chose to be vulnerable and experience suffering. He chose to associate with outcasts, including Samaritans, women, people with mental illness, drunkards, tax collectors, the poor, and people with diseases.

Jesus modeled justice, kindness, and humility. He wrapped himself in a servant’s towel and washed our feet (see John 13). He loved supremely. He demonstrated courage and unwavering faith. He possessed persevering power.

Jesus spent all his time talking about the kingdom of God and advancing that kingdom through service to the least of these.

I grieve “Christians” who claim to love God while hating their neighbor. More interested in maintaining power and status, they fail to treat others as image bearers of God. Whether women, minorities, immigrants, refugees, poor, drug-addicted, etc.—it matters not to Jesus. All those words are labels created by men. Jesus created only one label: “child of God, made in my image, precious in my sight.” Jesus elevated these marginalized image bearers. He loved them, listened to the cries of their heart, and healed them. Too many “Christians” today are haters, not healers.

What angers me most is the damage these individuals do to my friend Jesus. Jesus is not like that. Jesus is worth knowing. Jesus is worth following. But if people think these other individuals represent Jesus, why would they want to have anything to do with him? We wonder why people leave the church. I think it is because some people in the church left Jesus. The church should be a house of prayer, not politics. The church’s voice should be a prophetic voice of lament, not an angry tirade for losing power. Stop thinking things have never been worse. Our nation fought a civil war. Our problem now is not a civil war but a civility war. We can change that if we regain perspective.

Some churches are looking down. All they see is ground they are losing beneath them. The number one subject of conversation for Jesus was the kingdom of God. Look up and set your affections and your work toward the advancement of that kingdom.

The church stands at a crossroads. Some in the church are moving toward the opportunity to love neighbors through justice ministries. Others see justice as a distraction from the gospel. They believe justice is a volatile word infused with a leftist political agenda. Really? Justice is part of the character of God (Psalm 50:6; Isaiah 30:18) and the foundation of his throne (Psalm 89:14; 97:2).

The heart of justice is the cross of Jesus. The two cannot be separated. If you look at the center of the word justice, you will see the cross of Jesus. The letter t forms a cross and a visible reminder that the kingdom of justice is rooted in the cross of Jesus. You are not saved to sit. You are saved to serve. The cross provides the hope of salvation. And the cross is to be picked up daily as we follow Jesus in serving the least of these through acts of justice.
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The word "justice" is shown in a large, bold font. All the letters are lowercase, but the "t" in the center of the word is shaped like a cross.


Jesus came to restore us in relation to God and in relation to others. Love of God is the gospel in action. Love of neighbor is justice in action. He called us to do both. He demonstrated this in his life and in his death. Perspective matters.

Administer Justice works with churches. We believe effective ministry is rooted in and leads back to the local church. As messy as churches are—because they are filled with messy people—we invite churches to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God through legal ministry. We work with churches across the spectrum because the kingdom of God contains a spectrum. All those who believe Jesus is the sole means for salvation are part of that kingdom.

My prayer is that your church considers the opportunity to pursue both grace and justice. Paul Tripp is an evangelical Christian leader, counselor, writer, and speaker. He long advocated for the gospel of grace while missing the gospel of justice. His challenge is one for all of us:


God makes his invisible justice visible by sending people of justice to advocate for justice to people who need justice, just as he makes his invisible grace visible, by sending people of grace to give grace to people who need grace.

I am grieved that I have been a vocal and active ambassador of one but not the other. Yet, I am thankful for the insight-giving and convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit, and grateful for God’s forgiving grace as I have begun to make life choices to position myself to do better. What about you? How balanced has your gospel been? Have you been an advocate for grace, but silent in the face of injustice? Have you been comfortable with the segregation of the Christian community or with subtle personal prejudice? Where is God calling you to confession, repentance, and brand-new ways of living? . . .

My prayer is that God would grant us the desire and the ability to speak and act as faithfully for this holy justice as we have for his forgiving grace, until that day when the final enemy is under the foot of our Savior and our advocacy and action is no longer needed.1



The institution of the church needs a fresh perspective. So does the institution of law. Law is a monopoly. Only lawyers can practice law. In many states, for anyone who is not a lawyer to advise on legal matters is the unauthorized practice of law and is punishable as a crime.2 The problem is that most people cannot access lawyers. One in three Americans simply cannot afford the high cost of lawyers.3 In only a couple of isolated geographic areas are lawyers required to provide free or low-cost legal assistance. And most do not. Consequently, there are very few lawyers available for those of modest means: as of 2021, there were only 10,479 legal aid attorneys nationwide.4

The vision of Administer Justice is to see one thousand gospel justice centers transforming lives in the name of Christ. We need only two thousand lawyers to join a trained team of other volunteers to make that possible. But lawyers face multiple challenges of time, doubts over usefulness, and fears over lack of expertise. While these questions are important, they come from a flawed perspective of looking down at what one lacks instead of up at God’s plan and provision.

Lawyers have great privilege in the United States. While only 0.4 percent of the population,5 we populate every hall of power. When we set aside our privilege to enter a neighborhood and sit with a vulnerable neighbor, we reflect Jesus. He set aside all his privilege and left the corner office of heaven to wrap himself in human flesh so he could sit with us. He used his power to heal and restore vulnerable people. And when attorneys use their power to create clarity from confusion and freedom from fear, we restore neighbors as Jesus did.

What I love most is the transformation that happens in us when we take our eyes off ourselves, look up, and trust God. He will take unjust circumstances and use them for our good and his glory. My friend Allison exemplifies this well.

Allison is an attorney who moved to Arizona. She struggled as a single mom and wrestled with the pending high school graduation of her daughter. Could God use her? When she picked up a copy of my book Gospel Justice, God shifted her perspective. As she wrote,


Thank you for being the Lord’s vessel to bring me into this amazing opportunity to provide help and hope to the most vulnerable among us. I literally have spent every free moment immersed in all I can learn about gospel justice and the work of Administer Justice and its partners. My head and heart are spinning with all of this. . . . It feels so perfect for me, but I still can’t believe it’s happening. I’m not kidding when I said I didn’t even know if there was another Christian attorney in America other than me. The timing of all this coming into my life is crazy perfect and freaky cool. Just trying to process it all.

It’s such a blessing to me . . . after all I’ve been through as a single mom. My go-to Bible Scriptures for the past ten years have been Genesis 50:20 and Romans 8:28. In my wildest dreams, I wouldn’t think that a month before my daughter was turning eighteen, me wrapping up a long, hard road of single motherhood, wondering what was next for me, that the Lord would open up the door to my next chapter of life, where I would seamlessly walk from being the victim to the advocate, immediately giving purpose to my suffering before I even took a breath of the emptiness of empty nest life—it’s just a mind-blowing experience of the hand of God in my life.



Allison reminds us that looking up is a recognition of God’s sovereignty. Her Genesis reference is to Joseph’s comments to his brothers that they meant to harm him, but God intended it for good. Pain can be gain. Her reminder to us from Romans is that God works all things together for the good of those who love him. All things. Even painful ones.

Allison also reminds us that trials are no respecter of persons. She was a lawyer, but the pain of suffering enveloped her. Yet in her pain she found purpose. “I would seamlessly walk from being the victim to the advocate.” God will do the same for you if you look up.

As we move to the importance of purpose in persevering power, take some time to reflect on perspective.

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:5-8 ESV)





PRAYER

Father, help me have the right perspective. I confess I want to control my circumstances and not let go and trust you. I too often look down and only see my pain and limitations. I become the center of everything and make myself big and you small. Help me look up and see your vast creation and know that you created me and love me. You are bigger than my pain. You are my gain. Help me empty myself of me and fill myself with you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.




PRACTICAL APPLICATION

Take time each day to walk. Go outside and look up. Then look down. Remind yourself of the infinite goodness of God as you look up. He is bigger than your problems. He loves you and can turn your pain to gain. Remind yourself of the finite view you have as you look down. If you want to avoid a lot of life’s poop, have the right perspective—look up.

Questions to ponder or discuss:


	1. Do you believe God is in control of your circumstances? What does that mean for you?


	2. What story or idea captured your attention most? Why?


	3. It is common to speak of the impact of Jesus’ death and resurrection, but what is the impact of his life on you?


	4. Can you identify with Allison? Have you faced a crossroads where God suddenly showed up in a significant way?


	5. How can you apply a healthier perspective in your life this week?
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