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Introduction


Connecting Scotland’s History provides a comparative timeline for Scottish history alongside significant dates in the histories of the rest of the British Isles and the rest of the world. It helps you map the history of Scotland onto the history you already know. In this introduction – find out




	how to use this timeline


	why it was written


	the stories, contexts and symbioses it reveals


	why it’s called Connecting Scotland’s History






Why Connecting Scotland’s History?


Scotland has never existed in isolation. It has always been connected into wider geographical spaces and historical movements, through migration, religion, trade and familial connections, and political and diplomatic agreements. To understand Scotland’s history we need to see it in those wider contexts, as much as understanding the internal connections between different Scottish regions and peoples.


From the pan-Gaeldom of Dál Riata in the linking of the Scottish west and Ireland, and the early Britonnic connections with northern England, to the Scandinavian-facing northern lands and islands; then looking out from the eastern seaboard, across the Channel to the ‘auld alliance’ with France, and the North Sea to emigration and trade-links with the Baltic states; and from the 1560s, a new Protestant-driven alliance with the ‘auld enemy’, England, that severed the ties with Catholic Rome. This enabled a very Scottish king, James VI, to take his seat on the very English ex-Elizabethan throne in the first Anglo-Scottish union, the Union of the Crowns; a refocusing of Scottish horizons within the British Isles.


Moving into the modern era, for good or bad, the imperial and economic hopes that underpinned the Union of 1707 were realised both in internal trade and expanding western horizons, a pan-Atlantic web of connections that expanded south and east in the holds of Scottish ships reaching India, and beyond. Millions of Scottish men and women found new homes in the Americas, Africa, south-east Asia and Australasia, often maintaining their links with home, and each other abroad. Scotsmen staffed the empire, and built huge international companies whose trade spanned the world. The fruits of the labour of this Scottish diaspora came back to Scotland, and we should acknowledge the difficult origins of a significant amount of this wealth. Then as empire changed to Commonwealth, Scotland refocused its sights again on Europe, as a member of the European Union, and on our Scandinavian and Baltic commerce. Conversely, Scotland experienced waves of immigration, from Ireland, Europe and elsewhere, establishing further connections with rest of the world.


And throughout all these changes, Scotland, the country itself, was emerging, with its own history, its national stories, its own laws and customs. For at the same time as looking outwards, across the lands and seas to our neighbours, we also look inwards to the hybrid experiences of the peoples of the highlands, lowlands and islands. A centralising state drew these peoples increasingly together. But what was perhaps once a government-led process became driven by our own curiosity, and interdependence, a social fluidity oiled by the expanding network of train tracks, tarred roads and the internet connecting people hundreds of miles apart.


This book is a timeline of Scottish history, set alongside that of the British Isles and the rest of the world.




	By reading down the page, we trace the development of the internal connections that created the independent kingdom that is now Scotland.


	By reading across the page, from Scotland to Britain and beyond, our external connections emerge.





So this book is about connections, internally as Scotland grew from the disparate peoples of Dál Riata, Pictland, and the Norselands, to Alba, from the lands of the Scots, to Scotland itself; and externally, within Europe, and globally. I am a product of those internal and colonial connections, a Scottish father with Orcadian ancestry, and an Australian mother, with English and Irish forebears. I write this as my train crosses the Tweed at Berwick on a dreich morning as the Anglo-Scottish border disappears into the mist. The blurred line between Scotland and England sharpens then disintegrates as the cloud moves on.




How to use the timeline


Each page has three columns that take the dates forward from 0 to 2025 CE, each line and date spaced so that events of similar years are placed alongside each other:




	the left hand column contains the dates for Scotland


	the middle column for elsewhere in the British Isles


	the right hand column for the rest of the world


	reading down the page takes you forward in time


	reading across the page takes you to events happening around the same time


	entries are necessarily brief – they are intended to trigger your curiosity and to encourage you to look elsewhere for the details.





In this way, you can see the historical and geographical contexts within which particular events happen, both in terms of what came before, and what after; and in other places at the same time. From this, you can tell whether what’s happening in Scotland, or elsewhere at any one time is an isolated event, particular to that country in that era – or part of something wider, such as religious reformation, or political rebellion, or international conflict, or scientific and industrial development.


Interspersed are




	passages taken from seminal Scottish documents, histories, acts of parliament, literature and travel writings that relate to the dates surrounding them


	word clouds constructed from their texts


	poems illustrative of the rich language of the Scots


	and the Pictish king list, an early medieval version of a timeline.





At the end are




	a list of suggested further reading, necessarily selective, but accessible


	web-based resources for primary sources from Scottish history


	the sources from which the quotations were taken





I wouldn’t sit down and read this book from end to end. Dip in and dip out. It might be better to come to it in the spirit of enquiry, or exploration. To do this just turn to the dates you know, and look leftwards across the page to the left hand column for Scotland (or vice versa).


Why a Scottish history timeline, in its global contexts?


Scottish History in its current form is a relatively recent phenomenon. Although Scotsmen wrote prolific histories of their kingdom in medieval times, and in the 16th and 17th centuries, much of that was swamped by the emergence of an Anglocentric ‘British’ history as the dominant narrative for the last 300 years. But from the 1960s, a new school of Scottish history emerged to challenge that dominance. Fueled by extensive archival work amongst the manuscripts of family, kirk and state, a new breed of Scottish historians has charted the gradual coalescence of the kingdom of the Scots, now Scotland. They have found a history that is as different from English history as it is similar. Not richer or poorer, just different.


These new histories illustrate the distinctive nature of that Scottish history – not solely as in independent from England as it was until early modern times, but independent as in its own history – a history that helps us to understand how Scotland came together, territorially and in terms of identity (or identities), the hybridity at our core, and the kings, and parliaments, religion and laws that have helped to shape it. A history too that places Scotland within the British Isles, yes, but also within Europe, and beyond.


Scottish History, as a subject distinct from History, began to feature on university course lists, and, finally, astonishingly recently, on the core curriculum at school. Today, if you are at school in Scotland, you now can’t get a qualification in History without exploring that of the country in which you live – and that’s as it should always have been.


At Scottish universities, including the University of Edinburgh where I taught over 15 years, Scottish History courses were eagerly taken up by Scottish students starved of their own history. Increasingly the courses’ popularity enticed foreign visiting students, particularly Americans and Canadians. Where they are sometimes drawn in by the romanticism accorded to the Wars of Independence, Mary Queen of Scots and Bonnie Prince Charlie, they can seem surprised to find a rich history that often has nothing to do with England or Britain – a somewhat hidden history, with a wealth of stories.


The novelty of this however brings its own problems. Such has been the dominance of the British (at best, or English at worst) historical narrative, that students, tourists and interested Scottish men and women alike, have found it difficult to map this emerging history of Scotland onto their own national histories, or the history they have been taught. How do the travels of St Columba, the battles of the Pictish and Gaelic kings, the emergence of the Canmore and Stewart royal dynasties, the religious upheavals, the experience of the Scottish colonial diasporas, and Anglo-Scottish relations fit into the history they already know? This book is intended to help answer those questions.


It will not satisfy everyone. Necessarily it is selective in the histories and events I have chosen to include. I am as much influenced my own background and education, although I hope that decades of curiosity in other cultures and histories will show through.


As a historian, I’m an early modernist – that is a specialist of the period 1500 to 1700, and particularly of James VI and I – so I’m interested to see where the events that I spend so much time thinking about fit within wider histories. I am fascinated by the familial tensions evident when the teenage James VI was having to cope with a mother incarcerated in England, and feuding noble and ecclesiastical factions battling it out in Scotland, whilst Ivan ‘the Terrible’ of Russia was in full steam, invading Siberia and killing his own son. At the same time, the first enslaved Africans were being landed on America’s shores, whilst Sir Francis Drake was harrying the Spanish colonies there – and closer to home, the Catholic Spanish armies were trying to suppress a mainly Protestant Dutch revolt. Further east, Abbas I, the Safavid shah of Persia, was about to preside over a richly productive cultural period having overthrown his father, but was at war with the pugnacious Murad III, a sultan notable for strangling his five younger brothers, and intent on extending Ottoman power eastwards. Both James and Murad had a fondness for tall hats. And as part of an era of European-wide national coalescence that was soon also to occur in the British Isles, the Spanish monarchy subsumed that of Portugal’s in the six decades-long Iberian Union on the dynastic failure of the Portuguese line.


What interests you? The questions you can ask are many…




	what was happening in Scotland at the same time as something you know about elsewhere?


	what was happening when Elizabeth was on the English throne (Mary Queen of Scots’ tumultuous reign, an easy one), or when Muhammad was fighting the tribes of the Arabian peninsula (Ciniod is king in Pictland, and the disastrous Domnall Brecc in Dál Riata)?


	how linked in was Scotland to European, or imperial, or global processes?


	how did the spread of Christianity in Scotland fit in with the spread of Christianity or other religions elsewhere?


	how far were political happenings in Scotland reflective of wider movements?


	if you have Scottish forebears, what were the times in which they lived, or emigrated?


	trace the fluctuating Anglo-Scottish relations, the hostility and friendship, the unions, and the convoluted path to the current devolution





This book is also about stories


Scotland is many Scotlands. It means different things to all of us, and each person has a different history to tell of it. Our stories are shaped by family, experience, the places we have lived in, and those we have interacted with.


The biggest story perhaps to emerge from these pages is how Scotland, the nation, was created from the coming together of the peoples who inhabited the mainland and islands that we now call Scotland. From the land of the Scots (and the Norsemen, Picts, Gaels, Celts, Anglo-Saxons, Anglo-Normans etc.) to Scotland itself. That central core to our national story is one of hybridity, the different stories being told by the peoples of separate regions and cultural traditions. At the same time, it is a story of these people increasingly bound to one king, then one state, then a union of four – a story in which disparate peoples begin to display some commonalities.


And then there’s the wider stories to tell. The obvious one, from the land of the Scots to part of Great Britain. But as importantly, what’s happening in Scotland as part of European, Eurasian, pan-Atlantic or global processes.


The spread of Christianity is one, from its east Mediterranean origins, northwards and westwards, to Ireland and by sea to Dál Riata by the fifth century. Then as early as 664, we see those early Scottish Christians being embroiled in one of the many religious upheavals to come that linked them ever more tightly to the pope in Rome, a connection only severed in 1560 with the Scottish Reformation. That Reformation was partly a product of a wider movement of protest against corruption within the Catholic church across Europe, consolidated against the backlash of the Counter Reformation, and part of a process that saw the emigration of dissenting Protestants to the Americas.


The linkage between religion and secular power is another constant theme, from royal alliances with St Columba and his successors in Iona, Dunkeld, St Andrews and beyond; to the Reformation which was as much a political rebellion, and created new modes of secular government; to the attempts by English archbishops to exert superiority over the Scottish church, not only in the 12th century until the pope came onside, but as a direct trigger to the Covenanting Revolution in the 17th.


Then there is the concurrent existence of this religion with others, the spread of Islam for instance beginning as Christianity was creeping into Pictland, Muhammad’s religious experiences occurring only a decade after St Columba’s death in 597. At the same time, we can trace the spread of Buddhism eastwards into Vietnam and Japan. As in Scotland, we see rulers and revolutions linking organised religion to secular government.


If there’s one thing to learn from these pages, it is not to go on pilgrimage even if you feel your political position is secure – learn from the mistakes of Macbeth (to Rome in 1050, attacked by Malcolm four years later, and dead in seven), Earl Rögnvald of Orkney (from 1151 to 1153 to Jerusalem, followed by the war of the three Orcadian earls), and William, 8th earl of Douglas (in stately progress to Rome in 1450, stabbed to death by James II shortly after his return). Nor should you leave your country for too long … take note of James I’s lengthy captivity in England (his Albany cousins got their hands on power), Mary Queen of Scots’ absence in France (and a religious revolution while she was away), James VI to London (returning only once, and leaving a nest of Presbyterians for his son to deal with)…


And there are stories to be told about other nations coalescing and fracturing, uniting and dividing, establishing empires and letting them go. As Dál Riata and Pictland became Alba, as Scotland became part of Great Britain, the British Empire, the Commonwealth and the European Union, so too did such as Franconia become part of the Holy Roman Empire, then of the new German state, and then the EU. As Scotland experienced a Renaissance in the 1500s and early 1600s, prior to the Union of the Crowns, Mughal conquest in India led ultimately to a cultural explosion that found expression in the Taj Mahal.


Depending on your interests and initial knowledge, you can weave your own stories from these pages, tracing the threads that join the peoples of Scotland to each other, and those of elsewhere.


Caveats…


A blank space doesn’t mean nothing was happening. Too often a filled-in space means conflict, division, war.


The timelines are necessarily selective – for Scotland, there will no doubt be events that some will feel I should have included, in particular perhaps for the Gàidhealtachd.


For the rest of the British Isles, and the world, I could have included many more events, many more dates, but (shamelessly) I’ve chosen ones that interested me, or seemed relevant for comparative purposes, or to give some representation to certain parts of the world. It seems to me that Africa remains under-represented in our histories.


The history of the western world’s enslavement of African peoples is a shameful one. It is beyond this book’s scope to respond adequately, other than to acknowledge its dreadful and enduring impact, and to outline some examples of Scottish involvement.


Dates can be a little uncertain when going back into the past, and while I have done my best to use currently accepted dates, there may be disagreement about those.













2,000 years of Scottish History: Scotland and the wider world Origins of Scotland: the first 1,000 years


The daughters and other female relatives of the SCOTS whom the PICTS took as their wives were gradually brought by their husbands to their own land. They were followed by countless numbers of their kinsfolk… very strongly attracted by the grassy fertility and abundant pasture for their herds in the land of ALBION.


WALTER BOWER


Few references occur to the lands that became Scotland before Roman invasion in 79/80, when they are termed Caledonia. Late Paleolithic human settlement c.12,000 BCE has been found at Howburn, Lanarkshire. These were hunter-gatherers whose practices continued through the Mesolithic. From c.4,000-3,500, Neolithic peoples, mainly from France, introduced farming. The archaeology of the Neolithic settlement at Ness of Brodgar, Orkney, suggests it existed as early as 3,500 BCE. From c.2,500 BCE, settlers, known as ‘Beaker People’ from their different style of earthenware, came from what is now the Netherlands. Technological innovation came in the Bronze Age from c.2,000 BCE when indigenous peoples mixed copper with tin to create harder, more durable metal. Tin came from


43 Roman invasion of Britannia ordered by Emperor Claudius; 50,000 Roman troops under Aulus Plautius landed in Kent, defeating Caratacus and Togodumnus of the Catuvellauni, and seizing Colchester. Claudius appears in Britain for 16 days, for formal entry into Colchester


c.30 Crucifixion of Christ. St Peter emerges as leader of the early church in Jerusalem


41 Claudius, Roman emperor begins his rule to 54


50s St Paul’s missions to Macedonia, Thessaloniki, Athens and Corinth, returning to Antioch, and Jerusalem several times


We, the most distant dwellers upon earth, the last of the free, have been shielded till today by our very remoteness and by the obscurity in which it has shrouded our name.


CALGACUS


Cornwall so people used exchange networks by sea along the ne Atlantic seaboard. From c.800, local iron was introduced. Iron Age customs and social structures predominated with tribes thought to be relatively non-hierarchical. No delineation of roles, with farmers acting also as warriors. Goods were exchanged, not traded, in a non-monetary society dependent on trust. These people built crannogs, wooden houses on stilts in lochs; brochs, dry stone circular towers, with internal stairs in hollow walls; and duns, the hillside stone forts. They became known as Celtic, a term retrospectively applied in tracing commonalities between them and continental Europe. Settlement remained mobile, with little migration into Scotland until the Scoti arrived from Ireland in SW Scotland from the third century.


79 Roman Governor Agricola invades ancient Caledonia reaching the Forth-Clyde line by 82, his land army supported by naval forces. Romans call these more northern Celtic people ‘Picti’, distinguishing them from the Britons


60s Romans make three client kingdoms, the Iceni, the Brigantes, and the Atrebates


60s Fishbourne palace near Chichester becomes a substantial complex of Mediterranean style courtyards with black and white mosaics. Occupied by Cogidubnus, a British king and Roman ally, who invest him with a south-western kingdom.


61 Boudicca, widow of King Prasutagus of the Iceni, attacks Colchester, St Albans and London; her army defeated at Towcester


77 Roman governor Agricola conducts campaigns to 83 to take Wales, Anglesey, and north England. Substantial Roman centres, coloniae, were established at Colchester, Lincoln, Gloucester, York, and London with tribal capitals at Winchester, Silchester and Canterbury


60 St Paul in Rome


c.60s Writing of 1 Peter, Epistle of James, and Epistle to the Hebrews


64-8 Nero persecutes Christians in Rome, blaming them for the Great Fire of Rome


70 Roman siege of Jerusalem destroys the Jewish Temple on Temple Mount where Dome of the Rock now stands


79 Eruption of Vesuvius destroys Pompeii


Men and horses were carried along in confusion together, while chariots, destitute of guidance, and terrified horses without drivers, dashed as panic urged them… the earth reeked with blood.


TACITUS ON MONS GRAUPIUS


83 Agricola presses northwards, and in response Calgacus leads 30,000 Caledonian men in surprise attack on the Ninth Legion in camp at Loch Ore. Roman forces of 11,000 defeat the Caledonians at Mons Graupius (probably in Aberdeenshire) establishing Roman control north of the Forth. Reputedly 10,000 Caledonian troops killed. Romans build huge legionary fortress at Inchtuthil, overlooking the River Tay, SW of Blairgowrie, Perthshire, covering 53 acres


84 Romans establish a defence line of wooden forts along the Gask Ridge in Perthshire


87 Romans abandon their positions north of Newstead near Melrose, in the Borders, to concentrate on continental Europe


105 Romans retreat further south to the Tyne-Solway line


139 Romans invade Caledonia again, this time building the Antonine Wall (from 142) from Firth of Clyde to Firth of Forth


90s Roman northern frontier established on Solway-Tyne line having abandoned attempts to conquer whole isle.


100s Colchester, the first capital of Roman Britain, rebuilt in Roman style, surrounded by city walls.


122 Hadrian’s Wall is built along the Tyne-Solway line, roughly 80 Roman or 73 English miles long, with mile forts and larger encampments


80s Roman campaigns turn focus from Britain to lands around the Danube


c.80s and 90s Writing of the Gospels of Mark, Matthew, Luke and John


c.100 Fourth Buddhist council at Jalandhar or Kashmir


132-6 Final revolt of Jews of Judea led by Simon bar Kokhba against Romans suppressed, ending major Jewish presence in Judea




There was a most savage war between [the PICTS and SCOTS against the ROMANS], the like of which had never been heard of before, nor has anything as cruel as or more cruel than it ever been recorded. The ordinary people of both nations, whose proper pursuit was just agriculture, not killings and wars, were absolutely exposed on all sides to plundering and pillage.


WALTER BOWER


160s Antonine Wall abandonned


164 Hadrian’s Wall again established as northern frontier


c.136 Mahayana Buddhism splits from Theravadan


The remnant of the people, who were able by any means to escape the sharp edge of the word, deprived as they were of any protection, lurked silently in mountains, caves and remote corners… the witnesses for this disaster are the strongest cities of the BRITONS, namely AGNED, which was restored by ÁED king of the Scots, and was later called ÁEDINBURGH.


WALTER BOWER


180–85 Northern tribes overrun Hadrian’s Wall


The SCOTS together with the PICTS in their usual way laid waste and devastated the territories of FULGENTIUS that we nearest to them with frequent incursions, carrying off countless plunder.


WALTER BOWER


208 Septimius Severus invades Caledonia with his sons Caracalla and Geta, establishing garrison at Carpow on the Tay


211 Caledonia saved by Severus’s death in York. Romans withdraw to Hadrian’s Wall


215 End of Roman attempts to establish base north of Hadrian’s Wall. They abandon fortress at Carpow or Horrea Classis near Abernethy in east Perthshire, leaving notable archaeological remains


c.297 Picts, Picti, first mentioned by Eumenius, a Roman poet, in an eulogy to the emperor. Picti may have meant ‘the painted ones’, a pejorative term, but it might be of Celtic origins. Picti became Pechts in Scots and Pehtas in Old English. Gaels called them Cruithne, and Britons Prydyn, both of which have the common Celtic root Priteni, ‘people of the designs’. No Pictish texts remain


200s Emperor Septimus Severus governor in Britain to 211


260s Roman Britain under general Carausius breaks away from the continental Roman Empire, in response to Saxon raids into Britain


290s Fishbourne palace destroyed by fire


290s Constantine reasserts Roman Empire’s rule in Britain


197 Battle of Lugdunum (Lyons): Roman Emperor Septimus Severus defeats rival Clodius Albinus, governor of Britain


224 Sassanid dynasty comes into power in ancient Persia or Iran, promoting Zurvanite form of Zoroastrianism


250 Teotihuacan near Mexico city reaches completion, with its huge pyramids and Avenue of the Dead, and a population of 125,000 people


Certainly the SCOTS did join up with the PICTS… after they had driven out the ROMANS and BRITONS from their own abodes, and in close-packed array they often invaded their kingdom of BRITAIN, which at that time was bereft of all warrior-strength.


WALTER BOWER


300s Pictland covered a wide area north of the firth of Forth, the north-east, Orkneys and Shetland, but was made up of seven regional kingdoms, rather than one unified kingdom. As was to be the case in the Gaelic Dál Riata, strong kings may have exerted more authority over subordinate kings. Centres of authority in Pictland were at Dundum hillfort in Strathearn; from the 400s, the fort on Burghead promontory on the northern coast of Moray; and in Macalpin times, Forteviot also in Strathearn near Perth, the royal palace of the Pictish kings of Fortriu


306 Punitive expedition north by Constantius Chlorus


300s-400s Dates for the Pictish kings are uncertain. A Pictish king list (10th century) records the length of each of around 70 kings’ reigns but given the co-existence of several kings in Pictland dating these reigns is impossible. A typical entry reads ‘Talorc son of Achivir reigned 75 years’. No Pictish king is listed as father of these kings, so speculation is that succession was matrilineal. However, recent research challenges this on a re-evaluation of the Pictish king list.


300s Roman villas’ mosaics reflect wealth of their surrounding regions. 300s Silver hoards at Corbridge and Canterbury show mix of pagan-Christian beliefs


306 Constantine declared emperor at York.


314 Bishops of London, York, and Colchester attend Council of Arles


303-13 Roman emperor Diocletian’s ‘Great Persecution’ of the Christians; ends with Edict of Milan granting tolerance to Christians in Roman Empire


306-12, 324-37 Constantine the Great


309-79 Shapur II, longest reigning Sasanian king, scourge of the Roman Empire and Christians


314 Council of Arles


325 First ecumenical council of Christian church at Nicaea (Iznik)


Very saintly men went on board a ship laden with all necessary supplies, and sailed around the shores of EUROPE until they came to the islands situated in Ocean beneath the setting sun… their boat was driven onto the kingdom of the PICTS … [REGULUS] dedicated a church to the glory of [ST ANDREW]. In this place there occurred many astounding miracles from touching the relics.


WALTER BOWER


360 St Ninian born (d. c.432); an important Scottish saint, and an early missionary among southern Picts. Numerous sites are associated with him, especially Whithorn in Galloway. His identity is uncertain and may have been conflated with another man, Finnian


367 Picts and Scots breach the frontier along Hadrian’s Wall


400s Emergence of Britonnic-speaking kingdoms in southern Scotland: the powerful Dumbarton (Alt Clut) in Strathclyde; Aeron to the south, centred on Dundonald in Ayrshire; Manraw centred on Stirling’s Castle Rock; and the Goddodin surrounding Edinburgh. Probably others in Nithsdale centred on Tynron, and in Galloway


359 English bishops go to the council of Rimini.


360s Brief pagan revival


367-68 The ‘Picts’ War’


390s St Patrick born in Ireland (d.c.461 or 493)


400 Hadrian’s Wall abandoned


407 Roman army withdrawn by Constantine III to the continent, effectively ending Roman rule in Britain, although Roman customs persist


400s Saxons from Jutland and north Germany settling in Britain


330 Constantinople founded


c.330-1453 Byzantine Empire




380 Christianity becomes the official religion of the Roman Empire


c.390 St Symeon the Stylite born, notable for sitting on a pillar in Syria for 37 years


406 Attila the Hun born; leader of Hunnic Empire, in middle and eastern Europe


406 Vandals, Alans and Sciri cross the Rhine


410 Sack of Rome by Visigoths; Romans to pay tribute to the Huns


The southern PICTS … had, as they relate, a long time before forsaken the error of idolatory and received the faith of truth, when the word was preached to them by NINIAS, a most reverend bishop and very holy man of the race of the BRITONS, who had been regularly instructed at ROME. BEDE, ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY


c.430 St Ninian’s mission to Whithorn in south-west Scotland – reputedly the bringer of Christianity to Scotland. Builds a white plastered church at what is now Whithorn, ‘the white house’


c.433 The Pictish king list records that ‘Drust the son of Erp ruled for 100 years and fought 100 battles; in the 19th year of his rule Saint Patrick the Bishop arrived in the island of Ireland’


c.432 St Patrick, patron saint of Ireland, lands near Wicklow Head to begin conversion of Ulster on a mission lasting 60 years, founding 365 churches


429 Vandals capture Carthage in North Africa, then Corsica, Sicily, Sardinia, controling Mediterranean sea


431 Council of Ephesus


434-53 Attila attacks through Gaul to Orleans


449 Second Council of Ephesus


SIMON BRECC pulled into the ship a block of marble cut in the shape of a chair. So he accepted this stone as a precious gift bestowed on him by the gods and as a sure omen that he would be king… If destiny deceives not, the SCOTS will reign ’tis said in that same place where the stone has been laid.


WALTER BOWER


mid 400s Ceretic Guletic, king of Dumbarton, and his warriors receive a letter from St Patrick admonishing them for the capture and enslavement of Christianised Irish, and excommunicating them


450s Saxon Hengist and Horsa settle in Kent


450s ‘White Huns’ invade nw India


476 Romulus Augustus, last Roman emperor, deposed, marking fall of Roman Empire




An energetic young man [FERGUS], excelling all others in valour, strong and might and daring as well as eager and successful in battle … advanced with his army through his ancestral territories, which little by little he brought into his peace along with their original inhabitants, he was met by the nation of the PICTS in military order.


WALTER BOWER


c.481 Death of Nechtan Morbet (Nechtan Morbreac), son of Erip, and possible founder of the church at Abernethy on the Tay. Its position just west of the Perthshire-Fife border indicates his area of power


c.500-750 Kings of Dál Riata (SW and W Scotland)


493 St Patrick dies at Saul, Downpatrick in County Down, near Belfast


476 Aryabhata, born in India. Author of Aryabhatiya, mathematical treatise of algebra and spherical trigonometry


495 Shaolin Temple in Hunan, China built the birthplace of kung fu


[FERGUS] reigned for sixteen years in SCOTLAND, the last three of them beyond DRUMALBAN … the first of the kings of SCOTTISH race to reign in the land of the PICTS from the mountains to the Firth of FORTH. But whether it was by the sword or by any other right is not clear … since none of his predecessors had held sway there before. WALTER BOWER


500s Dál Riata, a Gaelic overkingdom, or supra-kingdom emerges in Argyll and Antrim in northern Ireland. Comprised of three kingdoms, Cenél Loairn (kindred of Loarn) in north and mid-Argyll, Cenél nOengus (Oengus) centred in Islay, and Cenél nGabráin (Gabrán) in Kintyre. A fourth, Cenél Comgaill (Comgall) emerges in east Argyll in late 600s c.500 Fergus Mór, son of Erc, moves the kingship of Dál Riata from Antrim to Argyll. Later Scottish kings would trace their ancestry to Fergus, who dies c.501 c.504 The peacable Comgall, son of Domangart, rules as king in Dál Riata ‘without strife’ (according to the Duan Albannach) for over 30 years. Very little was recorded of this in the annals because of this peace


c.500 St David, patron saint of Wales, is born (d.c.589)


c.500 Bodhidharma, a Buddhist Bikkhu, founder of Chan Buddhism in China


508 Clovis, Frankish king of Merovingian dynasty, conquers Belgium and France; makes Paris his capital, and christianises subjects


This is the CENÉL NGABRÁIN, 560 houses, KINTYRE and CRÍCH CHOMGAILL [in COWAL] with its islands, two seven-benchers every 20 houses in a sea expedition. CENÉL NOENGUSA [in ISLAY] has 430 houses, two seven-benchers every 20 houses in a sea expedition. CENÉL LOAIRN [in LORNE] has 420 houses, two seven-benchers every 20 houses in a sea expedition. It is thus throughout the three thirds of DÁL RIATA. SENCHUS FER NALBAN


c.521/2 Colum Cille, now known as St Columba is born into Uí Néill kin group, the dominant royal dynasty in sixth century Ireland. As a child he is to show an early interest in religion


c.537/8 Death of the peacable King Comgall, of Dál Riata succeeded by his brother Gabrán as king


527 Justinian I becomes emperor of Byzantium


532 Justinian begins to build Hagia Sophia in Constantinople


c.533 Justinian spreads Byzantine Empire into Italy, North Africa, Spain


538 Mahayana Buddhism reaches Japan


There came from IRELAND into BRITAIN a famous priest and abbot, a monk by habit and life, whose name was COLUMBA, to preach the word of GOD to the provinces of the northern PICTS, that is, those who are separated from their southern districts by ranges of steep and rugged mountains and he converted that nation to the faith of CHRIST by his preaching and example, whereupon he also received of them the foresaid island [IONA] for a monastery. BEDE, ECCLESIASTICIAL HISTORY


554-84 Bridei mac Maelchon (Brude, son of), first king of Picts recorded in the annals


c.558 Gabrán mac Domangairt, king of Dál Riata, succeeded as king by his nephew Conall mac Comgaill


563 Columba (Colum Cille) arrives in Scotland. Founds several monasteries: Hinba, Mag Luinge in Tiree, and the principal one in Iona, a centre for early Christianity in Gaelic Scotland, and pilgrimage site


565 Near Inverness, St Columba tries to convert Pictish king Bridei and his subjects to Christianity


574 Conall mac Comgaill, king of Dál Riata, who had given Iona to St Columba, succeeded by his cousin Aedán mac Gabráin


575 Aedán, consecrated by Columba, forges enduring alliance between Cenél Gabráin kings, and Columba’s Ui Néill kinsmen, making both clans more powerful at the Convention of Druim Cett


580s The Dumbarton king, Rhydderch Hael, asks St Columba to foresee the manner of his death (in bed)


585 Bridei, king of Picts, killed in battle, succeeded by Gartnait son of Dolmech to c.595/7


c.550 St David becomes a bishop, founds monastery in Pembrokeshire, and performs a miracle at Brefi – a small hill rising where he preached


570s Anglo-Saxons establish hold in England


570s Britonnic king Rhyderrch of Dumbarton and Urien, king of Rheged (Carlisle) besiege Anglo-Saxon king, Theodric of Bernicia on Lindisfarne to constrain Northumbrian expansion. Urien killed at battle of Catraeth (Catterick) in Yorkshire c.604


540s Plague in Europe


570 Prophet Muhammad born in Mecca


580 Vinitaruci, an Indian Buddhist monk spreads Zen Buddhism in Vietnam, blossoming as Thien Buddhism


In the LIFE OF ST KENTIGERN we read that ST COLUMBA came to GLASGOW and that each saint comforted the other with mutual exchange of talk and that they also exchanged staffs … the crozier sheathed in golden ornamentation and studded all round with various kind of pearls which blessed KENTIGERN had received from blessed COLUMBA. WALTER BOWER


c.590s St Kentigern founds monastic centre in Glasgow. Performs miracles: finds Strathclyde queen’s ring in a salmon, spontaneously ignites a hazel branch


c.595-c.615 Nechtan, grandson of Uerb, ruled Pictland


597 St Columba dies, some of his remains reputedly kept in the Monymusk Reliquary, a small bronze and silver casket, now in the National Museum of Scotland


600s Dunadd, a rocky hill rising out of the flat glen floor near Kilmartin in Argyll, becomes important centre for Dál Riatan kings, a place of meetings and inaugurations


603 Battle of Degsastan: Æthelfryth of Bernicia vanquishes Aedán mac Gabráin, king of Dál Riata


608 Aedán mac Gabráin, one of the most ambitious Dál Riatan kings, and who features in Life of Columba, dies; succeeded by one of younger sons Eochaid Buide, who continues policy of contact with Pictland


612 St Kentigern dies, memorialised in countless place names and churches. His tomb is in the crypt of Glasgow cathedral, of which city he is patron saint


c.615-29 Ciniod, son of Luchtrin, reigns in Pictland


616 Æthelfrith of Northumbria’s three sons take refuge with the Picts for 17 years. The eldest, Eanfrith, is the father of a subsequent Pictish king, Talorgen


622 Domnall Brecc, Eochaid’s fated son, is recorded as being involved in an unusual victory at Cend Delgthen in Meath. St Columba had allegedly foretold disaster would befall Domnall’s grandfather Aedán’s descendants if they ever attacked Columba’s (Colum Cille) Irish relatives. This prophecy was seemingly fulfilled at Magh Rath in 637


600s Gaelic society was structured into kindreds or tribes known as tuath (tuatha, plural), numbering perhaps a couple of thousand people, and answering to a king or ri. These were hierarchical groupings, with an unfree level of slaves or serfs; then those that governed them who were usually involved in farming, with a ruling aristocratic stratum, which also supplied the tuath’s warriors. Over all these was a high king, ri ruirech. Dál Riata’s society is described in the seventh century Senchus Fer nAlban, The History of the Men of Scotland. It details the three main tuatha, centred in Lorne, Islay, and Kintyre and Cowal, with the over-king coming from the mainland Cenél nGabráin


589 (?601) St David dies


593 Æthelfrith, king of Northumbria (Bernicia and Deira) to 616


597 St Augustine travels to England and introduces Romanized Christian practices


602–3 Earliest surviving Anglo-Saxon law code issued by King Æthelberht


604 Deira, an Anglian kingdom in northern England, conquered by Bernicia during phase of Northumbrian expansion under King Æthelfrith, grandson of Ida


616 Æthelfrith of Northumbria vanquishes Powys at Chester, but is killed shortly after by Raedwald, king of the East Angles, who had been sheltering Edmund of Deira. Edmund takes over Northumbria of the Yamato dynasty, ascends Chrysanthemum Throne. Buddhism spreads in Japan


593 Suiko, reputedly Japan’s first queen, first


600s Temples and city of Mahallapuram in modern day Tamil Nadu in south India constructed


610 Muhammad’s first ‘revelation’, a visitation by angel Gabriel in a cave in the desert by Mecca


613 Muhammad first preaches Islam in Mecca


618-907 Tang dynasty in China


622 Muhammad retreats to Medina. Beginning of the Islamic calendar


624 Muhammad’s first successful attack of convoy near Medina


625 Abu Sufyan of Mecca’s Arabs defeats Muhammad at Ohud


627 Arabs of Mecca-Jewish allies fail to take Medina from Mohammed; remaining Jews in Medina expelled


628 Suiko, the powerful Japanese empress dies; shrine at Osaka


628 Muhammad takes Khaybar after six week seige; marries defeated Kinana’s widow, Safiyya


629 Dagobert I, builder of Saint-Denis Abbey, unites Frankish lands




The Pictish


Bridei bont, from whom 30 Brideis ruled Ireland and Albany for the space of 150 years, himself ruled for 48 years. Being


Bridei pant Bridei urpant Bridei leo Bridei uleo Bridei gant Bridei urgant Bridei gnith Bridei urgnith Bridei fecir Bridei urfecir Bridei cal Bridei urcal Bridei cint Bridei urcint Bridei fet Bridei urfet Bridei ru Bridei eru Bridei gart urgart Bridei cinid Bridei urcnid Bridei uip Bridei uruip Bridei grid Bridei urgrid Bridei mund


Bridei urmund


Gilgidi ruled for 150 years


Tharain 100 years


Morleo 15


Deocilunon 40


Ciniod son of Arcois 7


Deoord 50


Bliesbltituth 5


Dectotric brother of Diu 40


Usconbuts 30


Carvorst 40


Deo Ardivois 20


Vist 50, Ru 100


Gartnait loc from whom 3 Garnaits ruled, himself ruled for 9 years.


Breth son of Buthut 7


Vipoig reigned 30 years


Canutulachama reigned 4 years


Uuradech Vecla reigned 2 years


Gartnait Duberr reigned 40 years


Talorg son of Achivir reigned 75 years


Drest son of Erp ruled for 100 years and fought 100 battles; in the 19th year of his rule Saint Patrick the Bishop arrived in the island of Ireland.


Talorg son of Aniel reigned 4 years


Nechtan morbet son of Erip reigned for 24 years. In the third year of his rule Darlugdach the abbess of Kildare went into exile from Ireland to Britain for the sake of Christ.


In the second year after her arrival Nechtan consecrated Abernethy to God and Saint Brigid in the presence of Darlugdach who sang alleluia over that offering.


And so Nechtan the great, son of Erip, king of all the Pictish provinces, offered Abernethy to Saint Brigid




King List


Two Drests, that is, Drest son of Girom and Drest son of Uudrost co-ruled for 5 years


Drest son of Girom ruled on his own for 5 years


Drest son of Girom ruled on his own for 5 years


Gartnait son of Girom reigned 7 years


Cailtram son of Girom reigned 1 year


Talorg son of Murtolic reigned 11 years


Drest son of Munath reigned 1 year


Galam Cennalath reigned 1 year


With Bridei 1 year


Bridei the son of Maelchon ruled for 30 years.


In the eighth year of his rule he was baptised by St Columba


Gartnait son of Dolmech reigned 11 years


Nechtan grandson of Uerb reigned 20 years


Ciniod son of Lutchrin reigned 19 years


Gartnait son of Uuid reigned 4 years


Bridei son of Uuid reigned 5 years


Talorg their brother reigned 12 years


Talorgen son of Eanfrith reigned 4 years


Gartnait son of Dúngal ruled for 6½ years


Drest his brother reigned 7 years


Bridei son of Beli reigned 21 years


Tarain son of Ainftech reigned 4 years


Bridei son of Der-Ilei reigned 11 years


Drest and Alpín reigned together 5 years


Oengus son of Fergus reigned 30 years


Bridei son of Fergus reigned 2 years


Ciniod son of Uuredech reigned 12 years


Alpin son of Uuroid reigned 3½ years


Drest son of Talorgen reigned 4 or 5 years


Talorgen son of Oengus reigned 2½ years


Conall son of Tadg reigned 5 years


Caustantin son of Fergus reigned 35 years


Oengus son of Fergus reigned 12 years


Drest son of Caustantin and Talorgen son of Uuthoil reigned together 3 years


Eogan son of Oengus reigned 3 years




629 Ciniod and Eochaid Buide die leaving kingship of Dál Riata in the ill-fated hands of Domnall Brecc who fights four battles and loses them all


c.631-35 Reign of Gartnait, son of Uuid, as king of Picts


634 Eanfrith’s brother Oswald, son of Northumbrian king Æthelfrith, leaves exile on Iona, and returns to Northumbrian Bernicia as king


c.635-41 Bridei succeeds his brother Gartnait as Pictish king. In these years the Picts formally recognise Northumbrian overlordship under Oswald


635 Another of Domnall Brecc’s defeats, this time at Calathros, possibly in Islay


637 Battle of Magh Rath (Moira) between Domnall Brecc, king of Dál Riata, and the king of the Ui Néills, ends in defeat for Dál Riata, weakening resistance to Bernician expansion. Possibly the Cenél nGabráin’s predominance in Dál Riata is maintained with Northumbrian backing


638 Siege of Edinburgh, centre of Goddodin kingdom, by Oswald of Bernicia, marks ending of Goddodin and Bernicians’ gradual conquest of southern Scotland


641-53 Talorgen, king of the Picts, third son of Uuid to be Pictish king


642 Domnall Brecc’s disastrous kingship of Dál Riata ends in another defeat, at Srath Caruin (Strathcarron), by Eugein, king of Britonnic Alt Clut (Strathclyde)


Mid 600s Senchus Fer nAlban (History of the Scots) is created, recording Dál Riata’s royal genealogies, and military and fiscal resources; each Cenél could produce 700 fighters for land and sea. Possibly made by a Cenél Gabráin king to quantify how Dál Riata’s obligation to its Bernician overlords from Northumbria


c.650/1 Ferchar, last Comgaill king of Dál Riata, dies. Succeeded by Conall Crandomna, Domnall Brecc’s brother, ruling jointly with Dúnchad, son of Dubán


654 Talorgen, Pictish king, wins battle of Srath Ethairt in which Dúnchad, joint king of Dál Riata, dies




657 Gartnait succeeds Talorgen as Pictish king


660 Conall, king of Dál Riata, dies. Succeeded by his nephew Domangart, son of Domnall Brecc, who rules alone. This king is unusually titled in contemporary annals as ‘king of Dál Riata’


633 Penda, king of Mercia, kills Edwin of Northumbria to control northern England


c.634 St Cuthbert, patron saint of Northumbria, born (d.687). Oswald re-introduces Christianity to Northumbria with Aidan of Iona’s monks


635 Foundation of Lindisfarne Abbey on island off Northumbrian coast, where Cuthbert becomes abbot


642 Death of Oswald, succeeded as king of Northumbria by his brother, Oswiu to 670. During Oswiu’s reign, the Picts and Scots of Dál Riata are made to submit to Northumbrian overlordship, and to pay tribute. Oswiu is the uncle of Pictish king Talorgen


655 Penda, king of Mercia, killed in battle against Oswiu, when ‘30 kings fell’ according to The Annals of Tigernach


630 Muhammad conquers Mecca


630 Muhammad defeats Hawazin tribes, who accept Islam. His military campaign ends


632 Muhammad dies in Medina. Abu Bakr, Muhammad’s father-inlaw, becomes first caliph, leader of the Islamic people


635 Muslim forces under Khalid ibn al-Walid invade Syria taking Damascus, despite Byzantine resistance


636 Khalid ibn al-Walid takes Yarmouk, defeating Byzantine forces


637 Muslim forces capture Jerusalem from Christians under Patriarch Sophronius


637 al-Walid besieges Aleppo in Syria for three months, takes citadel, ending Byzantine presence in Syria


642 Muslim armies conquer Egypt


650 One of Muhammad’s companions visits China. Birth of Islam in China


c.650 Teotihuacan, the huge Mayan city, Mexico, suddenly collapses. Perhaps destroyed by invaders or internal uprising


664 In those days a violent and persistent controversy arose over the observance of EASTER; those who had come from KENT or from GAUL maintained that the SCOTS celebrated EASTER SUNDAY contrary to the custom of the universal church… Thus the controversy being there raised about EASTER or the tonsure or other ecclesiastical matters, it was agreed that a synod be held in the monastery of STREANESHALCH [WHITBY]. BEDE, ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY


663 Drest, son of Dúngal, succeeds Gartnait as Pictish king


c.670 Oswiu, overlord of the Picts and Dál Riata and king of Northumbria, dies. Northumbrians suppress Pictish uprising and now control of most of southern Scotland including Whithorn


672 Bridei III, son of Beli, and grandson of Nechtan, becomes one of the most expansionist of the kings of the Picts to 693. Bridei embodies the interconnections between the various peoples of northern Britain, as brother of the Brittonic king of Alt Clut (Dumbarton)


673 Domangart dies violently, succeeded as king of Dál Riata by his cousin Maelduin, son of the previous king Conall Crandomna


679 Adomnàn the Irish monk becomes ninth abbot of Iona, where he writes his Life of Columba


680/1 Pictish king Bridei attacks Dunottar castle


682 Bridei wages fierce campaign against the Orkneys


683 Bridei comes to blows with Dál Riata at Dunadd


664 Synod of Whitby determines Christians in Northumbria observe Easter and monastic tonsure according to the pope in Rome, Gregory the Great, not Celtic tradition of Iona. St Wilfrid favours Roman side


673 The ‘Venerable’ Bede born by Durham (d.735). St Cuthbert made bishop of Northumbria


678 St Wilfrid visits pope in Rome


679 St Bede joins Monkwearmouth monastery moving to Jarrow in 682 where he spends most of his life


661 Shi’ite sect of Islam founded by supporters of Ali, Muhammad’s son-in-law and heir, who was murdered whilst at prayer


674-8 Constantinople first besieged by Arabs


680-1 Third Council of Constantinople settles some doctrinal differences


685 EGFRID who had rashly led an army to ravage the province of the PICTS… was led on by the enemy’s feigning flight into the defiles of inaccessible mountains, and was killed along with the chief part of the troops which he had brought with him… the PICTS and the SCOTS who were in BRITAIN recovered the land of their possession which the ANGLES held NECHTANSMERE. BEDE, ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY


685 Battle of Dunnichen Moss or Nechtansmere near Forfar in Angus: the Pictish king Bridei, defeats Ecgfrith, king of Northumbria (his maternal cousin), thus breaking Northumbrian overlordship of Dál Riata and the Picts


688 Maelduin dies peacefully, the Scots liberated after Dunnichen. Succeeded by his brother, another son of Conall, Domnall Dond


689 Mael Duin mac Conaill dies


693 Bridei dies, first Pictish king to be recorded in the annals as ‘king of Fortriu’. He is succeeded as king of Picts by Tarain, son of Ainftech, who is deposed (possibly) in 697


c.696 Domnall Dond killed. Cousin Eochaid becomes king of Dál Riata, son of Domangart, and Brecc’s grandson. He only lasts a year before being killed


676 Death of Ferchar Fota listed with a ?21 year reign


697-706 Bridei IV becomes king of Picts, son of Pictish princess Der-Ilei, and possibly of Dargart mac Finguine, of Cenél Comgaill.


697 Bridei is one of 91 powerful men from Dál Riata, Pictland and Ireland as guarantors of the Law of Adomnán (Cáin Adomnáin) or ‘Law of the Innocents’ (Lex Innocentium) instigated by Adomnan, abbot of Iona, at the synod of Birr in County Offaly, Ireland, to protect non-combatants during war, with sanctions against the killing of priests, women and children


697 Life of Columba by Adomnàn appears


697 Ainbcellach, son of Ferchar Fota, succeeds Eochaid as king of Dál Riata, but ousted a year later and carted off to Ireland. Succeeded by Fiannamail, Dúnchad’s grandson and guarantor of Adomnàn’s law


700 By late 600s a fourth Gaelic kingdom emerges in eastern Argyll; Cenél Comgaill (Comgall) is the origin of the name of the Cowal peninsula in southern Argyll. Cenél nGabráin in Kintyre’s predominance in Dál Riata is increasingly challenged by Cenél Loairn in northern Argyll to 736, centred on Dunadd.


700 Fiannamail, king of Dál Riata, dies, succeeded by Selbach, another son of Ferchar Fota. Selbach, chief of Cenél Loairn, was involved several conflicts internal to Dál Riata, against his kinsmen or the old royal line


701 Selbach destroys Dunnolly fortress in Lorne


704 St Adomnàn dies on Iona (b.628)


706-24 Nechtan, son of Der-Ilei, king of the Picts


704, 711, 717 Battles recorded between Britonnic Alt Clut (Dumbarton) and Dál Riata


712 Selbach attacks Dunaverty in south Kintyre


717 Nechtan, king of the Picts, expels Ionian clerics out of his lands, strengthening ties with Northumbrian Christians to change worship to Roman observances


687 St Cuthbert dies on Inner Farne island


694 Ine the Saxon King of Wessex makes his code of laws, first such code issued outside Kent, in his Hampshire heartland


c.698 Lindisfarne Gospels, an illuminated manuscript of gospels, produced by Eadfrith, Bishop of Lindisfarne


709 St Wilfrid (b.c.633), the disputatious bishop of Northumbria, and of Hexham dies; buried in Ripon


691 Dome of the Rock built in Jerusalem on Temple Mount, a site venerated by Jews and Muslims. The mosque is focus for pilgrimage


698 Byzantine Carthage falls to Arabs. Heraclius, Byzantine general, attacks south into Syria


702 Arabs conquer Armenia, whilst Ummyad caliphate triumphs over force of 200,000 at Kufa


711 Arabs invade Spain, winning at Guadalete


713 Musa ibn Nusair takes Seville, starves Merida into submission and triumps at Segoyuela




[image: Image]




719 The sea battle of ARD ESBI, between DUNCHAD BEC, with the CENÉL NGABRÁIN, and SELBACH, with the CENÉL LOAIRN; and SELBACH was defeated. ANNALS OF ULSTER


719 Ainbcellach dies in battle against brother Selbach


719 Selbach then beaten in a seabattle between Cenéls Loairn and nGabráin, showing importance of the sea as the main route of communication in Dál Riata


722 Teudebur, powerful king of Dumbarton to 752, resists Northumbrian Bernician revival in Scotland


723 Selbach retires into clerical orders, dying in 730


723-6 His son, Dúngal mac Selbach of Cenél Loairn’s short-lived kingship of Dál Riata


724-6 Nechtan replaced by Drust as king of Picts


726 Eochaid mac Eochaid of Cenél nGabráin, great grandson of Brecc, seizes kingship of king of Dál Riata


727 Oengus mac Forgusso (Onuist, son of Uurgust), future Pictish king, overthrows Drust


728 Oengus gets rid of Elfin, another claimant


729 Oengus defeats Nechtan in battle, beating three other claimants to win Pictish kingship. Oengus is one of the greatest Pictish kings, pushing Pictish hegemony south of Antonine Wall into Clydesdale and Dál Riata


731 Dúngal mac Selbaig of Cenél Loairn still active, burns Tarbert on Loch Fyne in Cenél nGabráin lands


733 Eochaid mac Eochaid, king of Dál Riata, dies, followed by Muredach of Lorne and an Alpin


733 Dúngal of Lorne captures Brude, son of the mighty Pict Oengus, from a monastery off Irish coast


734 Unsurprisingly, Oengus sets out on a campaign to conquer Dál Riata, and destroys Dúngal’s fortress


718 St Boniface, an Anglo-Saxon monk, goes to Europe on an evalengical mission, until his martyrdom in 754


726 Ine of Wessex abdicates to go to Rome, succeeded by Æthelheard who was subject to Æthelbald of Mercia


729 Ceowulf, king of Northumbria to 737


730s St Bede writes his Ecclesiastical History of the English People


733 Æthelheard loses some of Wessex to his overlord Æthelbald of Mercia including his royal manor of Somerton


735 St Bede dies


718 Pelagius, Christian king of Asturias in nw Spain, revolts against Berber governor, defeating a Muslim counter-attack at Covadonga. Taken as start of long Christian Reconquest of Spain, not complete until 1492


732 Anglo-Saxon St Boniface bcomes archbishop in Germany


732 Umayyad army beaten at Battle of Tours/Poitiers by Frankish and Burgundian forces led by Martel ‘The Hammer’; confines Muslim conquest to Iberian peninsula


736 OENGUS, son of FERGUS, king of the PICTS, wasted the regions of DÁL RIATA, and seized DúN AD [DUNADD], and burned CREIC, and bound two sons of SELBACH in chains, namely, DONNGAL and FERADACH. The battle of CNOC COIRPRI in CALATHROS [ISLAY?] at ETARLINDDU between the DÁL RIATA and the men of FORTRIU, and TALORGAN, son of FERGUS, pursued the son of AINFECELLACH who fled with his army; in which encounter many nobles perished. ANNALS OF ULSTER


736 Oengus captures Dunadd, the royal centre of Dál Riata, brother Talorgan destroys Muredach’s forces, and Dúngal is captured. No record after this of Muredach until his death in 771. Muredach’s son Eogan was possibly king of Lorne to 763


739 Oengus has Talorgan mac Drostan, king of Atholl, drowned, eliminating a threat to his kingship




740s Dál Riata power now destroyed by Oengus


742 Oengus attacks Mercia in the English Midlanda


740s Oengus founds St Andrews in Fife as a shrine for St Andrew’s relics. The sarcophagus is one of few surviving works of Pictish art, and still at St Andrews


c.748 Áed mac Echdach (Eochaid), or Áed Find (Áed the White), becomes king of weakened Dál Riata. Later known as great-grandfather of Kenneth mac Alpin (Cináed mac Ailpín), first ‘king of Scots’


750 Battle of Mugdock: Oengus’s defeat by Teudebur, king of Alt Clut (Dumbarton), ends his supremacy


750 Northumbrian king Eadberht of Bernicia retakes the plain of Kyle in Ayrshire reasserting Bernician authority in south Scotland


752 Teudebur of Alt Clut dies, weakening Brittonic resistance to Northumbrians; succeeded by his son Dumnagual


756 Oengus and the Picts ally with Eadberht and the Northumbrians against Brittonic Alt Clut (Strathclyde), who submit to this alliance following the seige of Dumbarton


761 Oengus dies after long reign; the St Andrews sarcophagus may have been for his remains


761-63 His brother Bridei succeeds him as Pictish king


763-75 Ciniod (Kenneth), son of Uuredech, becomes king of the Picts


768 Ciniod’s men involved in a battle against Dál Riata led by Áed Find in Fortriu


775-78 Alpin, son of Uuroid, succeeds Ciniod as king of the Picts; in turn succeeded by Conall, son of Tadg


778 Death of Áed Find, king of Dál Riata. A century later a body of laws was named after him, ‘Laws of Áed’. Succeeded by his brother Fergus mac Echdach


737 King Ceowulf of Northumbria deposed, and becomes a monk at Lindisfarne; according to legend he introduces alcohol to the monastery


737 Æthelheard of Wessex’s wife Frithugyth on pilgrimage to Rome


740 Æthelheard succeeded by Cuthberd in Wessex whose rule is dominated by struggle with Wessex’s overlord Æthelbald of Mercia. Mercia at height of its fortunes


752 Æthelbald of Mercia loses battle against Cuthberd of Wessex, his subordinate, at Battle Edge in Burford


756 Cuthberd succeeded by unpopular Sigeberht in Wessex, who is in turn replaced by Cynewulf


757 King Offa reigns over Saxon Mercia to 796


758 Æthelwald of Northumbria suppresses rebellion in Eildon Hills


764 Offa gets control of Kent


776 Battle of Otford, Kent regains its independence from Offa


779 Cynewulf of Wessex resists Offa’s invasion at battle of Bensington


743 Iconoclast Byzantine emperor Constantine V overcomes rival and enters Constantinople.


746 Constantine V invades Syria


747 Constantine V’s fleet destroys Arab ships off Cyprus


750 Abbasids overthrow Umayyads in Iran


754 St Boniface (b.c.675) returns from Hesse, and is killed on mission in Frisia


756 Arab Umayyad caliphate of Cordoba to 1031


763 Constantine V beats Bulgars at Anchialus


775 Tibet controls Himalayan countries, and agrees border with China


781 FERGUS is said to have been poisoned by his wife, the queen, who was excessively jealous of him because of his affairs with other women… When she looked upon the dead king’s body, with mournful cries and tearing her hair… she drained the lethal draught. WALTER BOWER


781 Fergus, king of Dál Riata, dies. The sequence of later Dál Riata kings is hazy, and kings succeeding him, seem to have been subservient to Pictish kings


789-820 Caustantin, son of Fergus (Uurgust), ousts Conall to rule as king of the Picts. He is reputed to have founded the church at Dunkeld, and may have been associated with the Culdees (céli dé), religious reformers, and as a patron of Northumbrian monasteries


795 Vikings attack the monastery at Iona, and those at Inishbofin and Inishmurray off the Irish west coast


780s Offa starts to construct his dyke


785 Offa regains Kent


786 Cynewulf of Wessex killed by his predecessor’s brother Cyneheard in front of his thegns


786 Offa’s daughter Eadburh marries Beorhtric of Wessex


789 First recorded Viking raids, on Dorset coast


790 St Albans abbey founded by Offa


793 Vikings raid Lindisfarne Abbey on Holy Island


794 Aethelbert, the East Anglian ruler beheaded by Offa who annexes his kingdom to Mercia


795 Vikings raid north coast of Ireland


780-802 Empress Irene of Byzantium restores worship of images


782 Frankish king Charlemagne executes 4,500 Saxon hostages in Verden continuing the spread of his empire east


787 7th Council of Nicaea between Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches. 350 bishops attend


788 Great Mosque of Cordoba begun


790s Golden age of Arabic learning under Harun al-Rashid, 5th Abbasid caliph, Baghdad


794 Council of Frankfurt called by Charlemagne for clerics in Frankish territories


The community of IONA was slain by the gentiles, that is, to the number of sixty-eight. ANNALS OF ULSTER


802 Vikings attack Iona again


805-7 Conall, former Pictish king, rules Dál Riata, until he was killed by Conall, son of Aedán, who replaces him as king to 811


806 Following another Viking attack, Iona’s monks flee to Kells in County Meith, Ireland. Here the monks found a monastery where they complete the historic illuminated Book of Kells, now in Trinity College, Dublin


811 Caustantin or Constantine, the Pictish king, now assumes kingship of Dál Riata




820 Caustantin, the Pictish king dies, and is commemorated on the Dupplin Cross. This carved Pictish cross in red sandstone stands on Strathearn hillside, north of Forteviot, engraved with ‘CUSTANTIN FILIUS FIRCUS’ (Caustantin son of Fergus), surrounded by religious, martial and animal carvings. Now in St Serf’s, Dunning


820-34 Oengus mac Fergus succeeds his brother Caustantin as king of Picts, and probably of Dál Riata 820s The Pictish dynasty founded by Oengus in 630s, which had achieved a strong stability, is now weakened by Viking raids


825 Death of Ionan abbot Blathmac in another Viking raid, as he defended the whereabouts of the abbey’s treasures and St Columba’s remains


c.832-6 Aed mac Boanta is king in Dál Riata, but killed in battle against the Vikings in 839


834 Pictish king Oengus succeeded by nephew Drest


837 Drest, king of the Picts, succeeded by his cousin Eogán, son of previous king, Oengus




839 Catastrophic defeat of Picts by Vikings. The death of their king Eogán and his brother Bran, gives Kenneth mac Alpin (Cináed mac Ailpin) the chance to seize power in southern Pictland


796 Offa dies. Cenwulf, king of Mercia to 821


800 Irish reach Iceland


802 Beohrtric followed by Egbert in Wessex who successfully resists Mercia


815 Britons of Cornwall defeated by Egbert of Wessex


816-18 Cenwulf’s successful Welsh campaigns


821 Cenwulf of Mercia dies ending Mercian control in England


825 Battle of Ellandun in Wiltshire, Egbert of Wessex defeats Beornwulf of Mercia, replacing Mercian with Saxon dominance of south England. Subsequently described as a ‘Ruler of Britain’


828 Egbert of Wessex having asserted his control is recognised as overlord of the ‘Seven Kingdoms of the Heptarchy’


829 Egbert temporarily rules Mercia having defeated Wiglaf of Mercia then receives submission of Northumbrian king


830 Hereford Cathedral is rebuilt in stone by Wilfrid


c.830 Nennius or Nynniaw, a Welsh monk, writes his Historia Brittonum


837 Wessex and the Danes at war


839-58 Æthelwulf, son of Egbert of Wessex, inherits the English throne from his father


796 Charlemagne conquers modern-day Hungary and Croatia


800 Charlemagne crowed 1st Holy Roman Emperor


800 Rajputs occupy most of northern India from Bihar to Sutlej River


805 Charlemagne divides Frankish empire between his sons, Charles designated King of the Franks, Pepin in Italy, and Louis the Pious in SW France and north Spain


810s Mulai Idris mosque built in Fez, Morocco


811 Krum of Bulgaria defeats Byzantine army killing Nicephorus I


813 School of Astronomy or ‘House of Wisdom’ founded in Baghdad


814 Charlemagne’s son Louis the Pious succeeds


814 Doge’s Palace in Venice begun


820s Abbasid caliphate disintegrates in Persia; replaced by Taherid dynasty at Khorasan


820s Persian Muhammed ibn Musa al-Khwarizmi invents term ‘algebra’


826 Christianity spreads to Scandinavia when baptised King Harold of Denmark returns with monk Ansgar


828 St Mark’s Cathedral first incarnation in Venice


829 Theophilus succeeds as Byzantine emperor (d.842)
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