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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Leonardo Wilhelm DiCaprio ( born November 11, 1974) is an American actor, film producer, and environmental activist. DiCaprio began his career by appearing in television commercials in the early 1990s, after which he had recurring roles in various television series such as the soap opera Santa Barbara and the sitcom Growing Pains. He began his film career by starring as Josh in Critters 3 (1991). He starred in the film adaptation of the memoir This Boy's Life (1993), and was praised for his supporting role in What's Eating Gilbert Grape (1993). He gained public recognition with leading roles in The Basketball Diaries (1995) and the romantic drama Romeo + Juliet (1996), before achieving international fame with James Cameron's epic romance Titanic (1997), which became the highest-grossing film of all time until Cameron's science fiction film Avatar (2009) overtook it. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 775 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Chris Hemsworth (born 11 August 1983) is an Australian actor. He is known for playing Kim Hyde in the Australian TV series Home and Away (2004-07) and Thor in the Marvel Cinematic Universe since 2011. Hemsworth has also appeared in the science fiction action film Star Trek (2009), the thriller adventure A Perfect Getaway (2009), the horror comedy The Cabin in the Woods (2012), the dark-fantasy action film Snow White and the Huntsman (2012), the war film Red Dawn (2012), and the biographical sports drama film Rush (2013). This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 203 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Adam Richard Sandler (born September 9, 1966) is an American actor, comedian, screenwriter, film producer, and musician. After becoming a Saturday Night Live cast member, Sandler went on to star in many Hollywood feature films that combined have grossed over $2 billion at the box office. He is best known for his comedic roles, such as in the films Billy Madison (1995), the sports comedies Happy Gilmore (1996) and The Waterboy (1998), the romantic comedy The Wedding Singer (1998), Big Daddy (1999), and Mr. Deeds (2002), and voicing Dracula in Hotel Transylvania (2012) and Hotel Transylvania 2 (2015). Several of his movies, most notably the widely panned Jack and Jill, have gained harsh criticism, culminating in a shared second place in the number of Raspberry Awards (3) and Raspberry Award Nominations (11), in both cases second only to Sylvester Stallone. He has ventured into more dramatic territory with his roles in Punch-Drunk Love (2002), Spanglish (2004), Reign Over Me (2007), Funny People (2009) and The Meyerowitz Stories (2017). This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 338 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Peter Hayden Dinklage ( DINK-lij, born June 11, 1969) is an American actor and film producer. He has received numerous accolades, including a Golden Globe Award and two Primetime Emmy Awards. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 305 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Elvis Aaron Presley (January 8, 1935 – August 16, 1977) was an American singer-songwriter and actor. Regarded as one of the most significant cultural icons of the 20th century, he is often referred to as the "King of Rock and Roll" or simply "the King". This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 774 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Chris Evans (actor)






For other people with the same name, see Christopher Evans[image: External link].

Christopher Robert Evans (born June 13, 1981)[1] is an American actor and filmmaker. Evans is known for his superhero roles as the Marvel Comics characters Captain America in the Marvel Cinematic Universe and the Human Torch in Fantastic Four and its 2007 sequel.

He began his career on the 2000 television series Opposite Sex, and has since appeared in a number of films, such as Not Another Teen Movie, Sunshine, Scott Pilgrim vs. the World, Snowpiercer and Gifted. In 2014, Evans made his directorial debut with the drama film Before We Go, in which he also starred.[2]



TOP
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 Early life




Evans was born in Boston[3] and raised in the town of Sudbury.[4] His mother, Lisa (née Capuano), is an artistic director at the Concord Youth Theater,[5][6] and his father, Robert Evans, is a dentist.[7]

He has two sisters, Carly,[7] a graduate of New York University's Tisch School of the Arts and a high school drama and English teacher at Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High School,[5][8] Shanna,[7] and a younger[9] brother, Scott,[7] who was featured on the ABC soap opera One Life to Live. Their uncle, Mike Capuano, represents the same Massachusetts Congressional district[image: External link] formerly represented by Tip O'Neill.[10] His mother is of half Italian and half Irish[image: External link] ancestry.[10][11][12] He and his siblings were raised Catholic.[11][12]

Evans graduated from Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High School.[4] He moved to New York City[image: External link] and took classes at the Lee Strasberg Theatre and Film Institute.[13]
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 Career




Evans's first credited appearance was in a short educational video titled Biodiversity: Wild About Life! in 1997.[14] In 1999, Evans was the model for "Tyler" in Hasbro's board game Mystery Date. The special edition of the game included an electronic phone, which Evans is shown speaking into on the game box.[15]

After filming wrapped on Not Another Teen Movie,[16] Evans landed lead roles in The Perfect Score and Cellular, and then starred in two independent films in Chicago: Dirk Wittenborn's Fierce People, playing the sinister Bryce, and London, playing a strung-out drug user with relationship problems.[17] He then played the superhero the Human Torch in the 2005 comic book adaptation Fantastic Four. Evans reprised the role in the 2007 sequel Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver Surfer.[18] That year, he starred as engineer-turned-astronaut Mace in Danny Boyle's science-fiction film Sunshine.[19]

In 2008, Evans appeared in Street Kings, co-starring Keanu Reeves, and the Tennessee Williams screenplay adaptation The Loss of a Teardrop Diamond, co-starring Bryce Dallas Howard and Ellen Burstyn. The following year he appeared in the science-fiction thriller Push, with Dakota Fanning[image: External link] and Camilla Belle. Evans performed his own fight scenes, which took weeks to film, and was bruised during filming.[20]

In 2010, he completed filming on co-directors Mark Kassen and Adam Kassen's Puncture in Houston, Texas. The film was selected to debut at the 2011 Tribeca Film Festival as one of the Spotlight projects for the 10th anniversary of the festival.[21]

Also that year, Evans appeared in Sylvain White[image: External link]'s The Losers, an adaptation of the comic-book series from the DC Comics imprint Vertigo.[22] Evans then appeared in another comic-book adaptation, Edgar Wright's Scott Pilgrim vs. the World, where he portrayed Lucas Lee, one of Ramona Flowers' seven evil exes.[23]

In 2011, Evans played the Marvel Comics character Captain America in Captain America: The First Avenger, and starred in the film What's Your Number?, a romantic comedy co-starring Anna Faris.[24][25] There were initially scheduling conflicts, as both films were set to film in the summer of 2010.[26]

Evans had signed on to appear in multiple films as Captain America, and first reprised the role in the 2012 film The Avengers.[24] He next starred opposite Michael Shannon in The Iceman, replacing James Franco, who had dropped out.[27] Evans wore a long wig and grew out a beard for the role.[28] He starred in South Korean director Bong Joon-ho's English-language film Snowpiercer.[29]

In 2014, Evans starred in Captain America: The Winter Soldier.[30] He starred opposite Michelle Monaghan in the romantic comedy Playing It Cool.[31] His directorial debut, Before We Go,[32] debuted at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival.[2]

In 2015, he played Captain America again in Avengers: Age of Ultron, and reprised the role for the 2016 sequel Captain America: Civil War.[33][34]

Evans said in March 2014 that once his contract with Marvel is up, he may consider doing less acting so he could work more on directing,[35] and believes he will be finished playing Captain America in 2017.[32] In September 2015, however, he said in an interview that he would be willing to sign on for more films as Captain America after Infinity War, if Marvel wanted to extend his contract.[36]
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 Personal life




Evans is a fan of the New England Patriots[image: External link], and narrated America's Game: The Story of the 2014 New England Patriots.[37]

He is a supporter of LGBT rights,[38] and, although raised Catholic, he has expressed pantheistic views[12] and a great interest in the philosophies of Buddhism.[39]
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1997
	Biodiversity: Wild About Life!
	Rick
	Short film



	2000
	The Newcomers
	Judd
	



	2001
	Not Another Teen Movie
	Jake Wyler
	



	2003
	Paper Boy, TheThe Paper Boy
	Ben Harris
	Short film



	2004
	Perfect Score, TheThe Perfect Score
	Kyle Curtis
	



	Cellular
	Ryan Hewitt
	



	2005
	Fierce People
	Bryce Langley
	



	Fantastic Four
	Johnny Storm / Human Torch
	



	London
	Syd
	



	2007
	TMNT
	Casey Jones
	Voice role



	Sunshine
	Robert Mace
	



	Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver Surfer
	Johnny Storm / Human Torch
	



	Nanny Diaries, TheThe Nanny Diaries
	Hayden "Harvard Hottie"
	



	Battle for Terra
	Stewart Stanton
	Voice role



	2008
	Street Kings
	Detective Paul Diskant
	



	Loss of a Teardrop Diamond, TheThe Loss of a Teardrop Diamond
	Jimmy Dobyne
	



	2009
	Push
	Nick Gant
	



	2010
	Losers, TheThe Losers
	Jake Jensen
	



	Scott Pilgrim vs. the World
	Lucas Lee
	



	2011
	Puncture
	Michael David "Mike" Weiss
	



	Captain America: The First Avenger
	Steve Rogers / Captain America
	



	What's Your Number?
	Colin Shea
	



	2012
	Avengers, TheThe Avengers
	Steve Rogers / Captain America
	



	The Iceman
	Robert "Mr. Freezy" Pronge
	



	2013
	Snowpiercer
	Curtis Everett
	



	Thor: The Dark World
	Loki as Captain America
	Uncredited cameo[40]



	2014
	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	Steve Rogers / Captain America
	



	Before We Go
	Nick Vaughan
	Also director and producer



	2015
	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	Steve Rogers / Captain America
	



	Ant-Man
	Steve Rogers / Captain America
	Uncredited cameo



	Playing It Cool
	Me
	



	2016
	Captain America: Civil War
	Steve Rogers / Captain America
	



	2017
	Gifted
	Frank Adler
	



	Spider-Man: Homecoming
	Steve Rogers / Captain America
	Cameo[41]



	2018
	Avengers: Infinity War
	Steve Rogers
	Filming



	2019
	Untitled Avengers film
	Steve Rogers
	Filming
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2000
	Opposite Sex
	Cary Baston
	8 episodes



	Fugitive, TheThe Fugitive[image: External link]
	Zack Lardner
	Episode: "Guilt"



	2001
	Boston Public
	Neil Mavromates
	Episode: "Chapter Nine[image: External link]"



	2002
	Eastwick
	Adam
	Pilot



	2003
	Skin
	Brian
	Episode: "Pilot"



	2008
	Robot Chicken
	Various voices
	Episode: "Monstourage"



	2015
	Agent Carter
	Steve Rogers / Captain America
	Episode: "Now is Not the End" (archive footage)[42]
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 Theatre






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2018
	Lobby Hero[43]
	TBA
	Helen Hayes Theatre
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	Year
	Title
	Voice role



	2005
	Fantastic Four
	Johnny Storm / The Human Torch



	2011
	Captain America: Super Soldier
	Steve Rogers / Captain America



	2012
	
Discovered[44]

	Himself
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	Year
	Association
	Category
	Nominated work
	Result



	2005
	MTV Movie Awards
	Best On-Screen Team[image: External link]
	Fantastic Four
	Nominated



	2007
	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie Actor: Action Adventure
	Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver Surfer
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Rumble[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2011
	Scream Awards
	Best Superhero[image: External link]
	Captain America: The First Avenger
	Won



	Saturn Awards
	Best Actor
	Nominated



	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Movie Superhero[image: External link]
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Awards
	MTV Movie Award for Best Hero
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Summer Movie Star: Male[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2012
	Choice Movie: Fight[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice Movie: Male Scene Stealer
	The Avengers
	Nominated



	2013
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Action Movie Star[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Favorite Movie Superhero
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Awards
	Best Fight (shared with cast)
	Won



	2014
	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie Actor: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	Nominated



	2015
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Action Movie Actor[image: External link]
	Won



	Favorite Movie Duo (with Scarlett Johansson)
	Nominated



	Critics' Choice Awards
	Best Actor in an Action Movie
	Nominated



	MTV Movie Awards
	Best Fight[image: External link] (Chris Evans vs. Sebastian Stan)
	Nominated



	Best Kiss (with Scarlett Johansson)'
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards
	Best Comic-to-Film Motion Picture
	Nominated



	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie Actor: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	Nominated



	Choice Movie Scene Stealer
	Won



	2016
	MTV Movie Awards
	Best Hero
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie Actor: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Captain America: Civil War
	Won



	Critics' Choice Awards
	Best Actor in an Action Movie
	Nominated



	2017
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Action Movie Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[45]
	Best Actor in a Film
	Pending



	Kids' Choice Awards[46]
	Favorite Movie Actor
	Nominated



	Favorite Butt-Kicker
	Won



	Favorite Frenemies (shared with Robert Downey Jr)
	Nominated



	#Squad (shared with cast)
	Nominated
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Boston






This article is about Boston, the capital of Massachusetts. For the town, see Bolton, Massachusetts[image: External link]. For the English town after which it was named, see Boston, Lincolnshire[image: External link]. For other uses, see Boston (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Boston (pronounced i[image: External link]/'basten /[image: External link] BOSS -tən[image: External link]) is the capital[image: External link] and most populous city[image: External link][8] of the Commonwealth[image: External link] of Massachusetts in the United States[image: External link]. Boston is also the seat[image: External link] of Suffolk County[image: External link], although the county government was disbanded on July 1, 1999.[9] The city proper[image: External link] covers 48 square miles (124 km2) with an estimated population of 673,184 in 2016,[10] making it the largest city[image: External link] in New England[image: External link] and the 23rd most populous city in the United States[image: External link].[2] The city is the economic and cultural anchor of a substantially larger metropolitan area known as Greater Boston[image: External link], a Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link] (MSA) home to a census-estimated 4.8 million people in 2016 and ranking as the tenth-largest[image: External link] such area in the country.[11] Alternately, as a Combined Statistical Area[image: External link] (CSA), this wider commuting region is home to some 8.2 million people, making it the sixth-largest[image: External link] as such in the United States.[12]

One of the oldest cities in the United States, Boston was founded on the Shawmut Peninsula[image: External link] in 1630 by Puritan[image: External link] settlers from England[image: External link].[13][14] It was the scene of several key events of the American Revolution[image: External link], such as the Boston Massacre[image: External link], the Boston Tea Party[image: External link], the Battle of Bunker Hill[image: External link], and the Siege of Boston[image: External link]. Upon U.S. independence from Great Britain[image: External link], it continued to be an important port and manufacturing hub as well as a center for education and culture[image: External link].[15][16] Through land reclamation[image: External link] and municipal annexation[image: External link], Boston has expanded beyond the original peninsula[image: External link]. Its rich history attracts many tourists, with Faneuil Hall[image: External link] alone drawing over 20 million visitors per year.[17] Boston's many firsts include the United States' first public school, Boston Latin School[image: External link] (1635),[18] first subway system, the Tremont Street Subway[image: External link] (1897),[19] and first public park, Boston Common[image: External link] (1634).

The area's many colleges and universities[image: External link] make Boston an international center of higher education[image: External link],[20] including law[image: External link], medicine[image: External link], engineering[image: External link], and business[image: External link], and the city is considered to be a world leader in innovation[image: External link] and entrepreneurship[image: External link], with nearly 2,000 startups.[21][22][23] Boston's economic base also includes finance,[24] professional and business services[image: External link], biotechnology[image: External link], information technology[image: External link], and government activities.[25] Households in the city claim the highest average rate of philanthropy[image: External link] in the United States;[26] businesses and institutions rank among the top in the country for environmental sustainability[image: External link] and investment.[27] The city has one of the highest costs of living[image: External link] in the United States[28][29] as it has undergone gentrification[image: External link],[30] though it remains high on world livability rankings[image: External link].[31]
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 History




Main articles: History of Boston[image: External link] and Timeline of Boston[image: External link]
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 Colonial




Boston's early European[image: External link] settlers had first called the area Trimountaine (after its "three mountains," only traces of which remain today) but later renamed it Boston after Boston, Lincolnshire, England[image: External link], the origin of several prominent colonists. The renaming on September 7, 1630 (Old Style[image: External link])[32][b] was by Puritan[image: External link] colonists from England[14][33] who had moved over from Charlestown[image: External link] earlier that year in quest of fresh water. Their settlement was initially limited to the Shawmut Peninsula[image: External link], at that time surrounded by the Massachusetts Bay[image: External link] and Charles River[image: External link] and connected to the mainland by a narrow isthmus. The peninsula is thought to have been inhabited as early as 5000 BC.[34]

In 1629, the Massachusetts Bay Colony[image: External link]'s first governor John Winthrop[image: External link] led the signing of the Cambridge Agreement[image: External link], a key founding document of the city. Puritan[image: External link] ethics and their focus on education influenced its early history;[35] America's first public school was founded in Boston in 1635.[18] Over the next 130 years, the city participated in four French and Indian Wars[image: External link], until the British defeated the French and their Indian allies in North America. Boston was the largest town in British America[image: External link] until Philadelphia[image: External link] grew larger in the mid-18th century.[36]
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 Revolution through War of 1812




Many of the crucial events of the American Revolution[image: External link][37] occurred in or near Boston, including the Boston Massacre[image: External link], the Boston Tea Party[image: External link], Paul Revere's midnight ride[image: External link], the battles of Lexington and Concord[image: External link] and Bunker Hill[image: External link], the Siege of Boston[image: External link], and many others. After the Revolution, Boston's long seafaring tradition helped make it one of the world's wealthiest international ports, with the slave trade,[38] rum, fish, salt, and tobacco being particularly important.[39]

Boston's harbor activity was significantly curtailed by the Embargo Act of 1807[image: External link] (adopted during the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link]) and the War of 1812[image: External link]. Foreign trade returned after these hostilities, but Boston's merchants had found alternatives for their capital investments in the interim. Manufacturing became an important component of the city's economy, and the city's industrial manufacturing overtook international trade in economic importance by the mid-19th century. Boston remained one of the nation's largest manufacturing centers until the early 20th century, and was notable for its garment production and leather-goods industries.[40] A network of small rivers bordering the city and connecting it to the surrounding region facilitated shipment of goods and led to a proliferation of mills and factories. Later, a dense network of railroads furthered the region's industry and commerce.[41]

During this period, Boston flourished culturally, as well, admired for its rarefied literary life[image: External link] and generous artistic patronage[image: External link],[42][43] with members of old Boston families—eventually dubbed Boston Brahmins[image: External link]—coming to be regarded as the nation's social and cultural elites.[44]

Boston was an early port of the Atlantic triangular slave trade[image: External link] in the New England colonies, but was soon overtaken by Salem, Massachusetts[image: External link] and Newport, Rhode Island[image: External link].[45] Boston eventually became a center of the abolitionist[image: External link] movement.[46] The city reacted strongly to the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850[image: External link],[47] contributing to President Franklin Pierce[image: External link]'s attempt to make an example of Boston after the Anthony Burns[image: External link] Fugitive Slave Case.[48][49]

In 1822,[15] the citizens of Boston voted to change the official name from the "Town of Boston" to the "City of Boston", and on March 4, 1822, the people of Boston accepted the charter incorporating the City.[50] At the time Boston was chartered as a city, the population was about 46,226, while the area of the city was only 4.7 square miles (12 km2).[50]
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 19th Century




In the 1820s, Boston's population grew rapidly, and the city's ethnic composition changed dramatically with the first wave of European immigrants[image: External link]. Irish immigrants dominated the first wave of newcomers during this period, especially following the Irish Potato Famine[image: External link]; by 1850, about 35,000 Irish lived in Boston[image: External link].[52] In the latter half of the 19th century, the city saw increasing numbers of Irish, Germans, Lebanese[image: External link], Syrians,[53] French Canadians[image: External link], and Russian[image: External link] and Polish Jews[image: External link] settling in the city. By the end of the 19th century, Boston's core neighborhoods had become enclaves of ethnically distinct immigrants. Italians inhabited the North End[image: External link],[54] Irish dominated South Boston[image: External link] and Charlestown[image: External link], and Russian Jews lived in the West End[image: External link]. Irish[image: External link] and Italian immigrants brought with them Roman Catholicism. Currently, Catholics make up Boston's largest religious community,[55] and the Irish have played a major role in Boston politics since the early 20th century; prominent figures include the Kennedys[image: External link], Tip O'Neill, and John F. Fitzgerald[image: External link].[56]

Between 1631 and 1890, the city tripled its area through land reclamation[image: External link] by filling in marshes, mud flats, and gaps between wharves along the waterfront.[57] The largest reclamation efforts took place during the 19th century; beginning in 1807, the crown of Beacon Hill was used to fill in a 50-acre (20 ha) mill pond that later became the Haymarket Square[image: External link] area. The present-day State House[image: External link] sits atop this lowered Beacon Hill. Reclamation projects in the middle of the century created significant parts of the South End[image: External link], the West End[image: External link], the Financial District[image: External link], and Chinatown[image: External link].

After the Great Boston Fire of 1872[image: External link], workers used building rubble as landfill along the downtown waterfront. During the mid- to-late 19th century, workers filled almost 600 acres (2.4 km2) of brackish Charles River marshlands west of Boston Common[image: External link] with gravel brought by rail from the hills of Needham Heights. The city annexed the adjacent towns of South Boston[image: External link] (1804), East Boston[image: External link] (1836), Roxbury[image: External link] (1868), Dorchester[image: External link] (including present day Mattapan[image: External link] and a portion of South Boston[image: External link]) (1870), Brighton[image: External link] (including present day Allston[image: External link]) (1874), West Roxbury[image: External link] (including present day Jamaica Plain[image: External link] and Roslindale[image: External link]) (1874), Charlestown[image: External link] (1874), and Hyde Park[image: External link] (1912).[58][59] Other proposals were unsuccessful for the annexation of Brookline[image: External link], Cambridge,[60] and Chelsea[image: External link],[61][62]
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 20th Century




The city went into decline by the early to mid-20th century, as factories became old and obsolete and businesses moved out of the region for cheaper labor elsewhere.[63] Boston responded by initiating various urban renewal[image: External link] projects, under the direction of the Boston Redevelopment Authority[image: External link] (BRA) established in 1957. In 1958, BRA initiated a project to improve the historic West End neighborhood. Extensive demolition was met with strong public opposition.[64]

The BRA subsequently re-evaluated its approach to urban renewal in its future projects, including the construction of Government Center[image: External link]. In 1965, the Columbia Point Health Center opened in the Dorchester[image: External link] neighborhood, the first Community Health Center[image: External link] in the United States. It mostly served the massive Columbia Point[image: External link] public housing complex adjoining it, which was built in 1953. The health center is still in operation and was rededicated in 1990 as the Geiger-Gibson Community Health Center.[65] The Columbia Point complex itself was redeveloped and revitalized from 1984 to 1990 into a mixed-income community called Harbor Point Apartments.[66]

By the 1970s, the city's economy had recovered after 30 years of economic downturn. A large number of high rises were constructed in the Financial District[image: External link] and in Boston's Back Bay[image: External link] during this time period.[67] This boom continued into the mid-1980s and resumed after a few pauses. Hospitals such as Massachusetts General Hospital[image: External link], Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center[image: External link], and Brigham and Women's Hospital[image: External link] lead the nation in medical innovation and patient care. Schools such as Boston College[image: External link], Boston University[image: External link], the Harvard Medical School[image: External link], Northeastern University[image: External link], Wentworth Institute of Technology[image: External link], Berklee College of Music[image: External link], and Boston Conservatory[image: External link] attract students to the area. Nevertheless, the city experienced conflict starting in 1974 over desegregation busing[image: External link], which resulted in unrest and violence around public schools throughout the mid-1970s.[68]
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 21st Century




Boston is an intellectual, technological, and political center but has lost some important regional institutions,[69] including the loss to mergers and acquisitions of local financial institutions such as FleetBoston Financial[image: External link], which was acquired by Charlotte[image: External link]-based Bank of America[image: External link] in 2004.[70] Boston-based department stores Jordan Marsh[image: External link] and Filene's[image: External link] have both been merged into the Cincinnati–based Macy's[image: External link].[71] The 1993 acquisition of The Boston Globe by The New York Times[72] was reversed in 2013 when it was re-sold to Boston businessman John W. Henry[image: External link]. In 2016, it was announced that General Electric[image: External link] would be moving its corporate headquarters from Connecticut to the Innovation District in South Boston, joining many other companies in this rapidly developing neighborhood.

Boston has experienced gentrification[image: External link] in the latter half of the 20th century,[73] with housing prices increasing sharply since the 1990s.[29] Living expenses have risen; Boston has one of the highest costs of living in the United States[74] and was ranked the 129th most expensive major city in the world in a 2011 survey of 214 cities.[75] Despite cost of living issues, Boston ranks high on livability ratings, ranking 36th worldwide in quality of living[image: External link] in 2011 in a survey of 221 major cities.[76]

On April 15, 2013, two Chechen Islamist brothers detonated a pair of bombs[image: External link] near the finish line of the Boston Marathon[image: External link], killing three people and injuring roughly 264.[77]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Geography




Boston has an area of 89.6 square miles (232.1 km2)—48.4 square miles (125.4 km2) (54.0%) of land and 41.2 square miles (106.7 km2) (46.0%) of water. The city's official elevation, as measured at Logan International Airport[image: External link], is 19 ft (5.8 m) above sea level[image: External link].[78] The highest point in Boston is Bellevue Hill[image: External link] at 330 feet (100 m) above sea level, and the lowest point is at sea level.[79] Situated onshore of the Atlantic Ocean[image: External link], Boston is the only state capital in the contiguous United States[image: External link] with an oceanic shoreline[image: External link].[80]


The geographical center of Boston is in Roxbury. Due north of the center we find the South End. This is not to be confused with South Boston which lies directly east from the South End. North of the South End is East Boston and southwest of East Boston is the North End.

— Author, Unknown – A common local colloquialism



Boston is surrounded by the "Greater Boston[image: External link]" region and is contiguously bordered by the cities and towns[image: External link] of Winthrop[image: External link], Revere[image: External link], Chelsea[image: External link], Everett[image: External link], Somerville[image: External link], Cambridge[image: External link], Watertown[image: External link], Newton[image: External link], Brookline[image: External link], Needham[image: External link], Dedham[image: External link], Canton[image: External link], Milton[image: External link], and Quincy[image: External link]. The Charles River[image: External link] separates Boston from Watertown[image: External link] and the majority of Cambridge, and the mass of Boston from its own Charlestown neighborhood. To the east lie Boston Harbor[image: External link] and the Boston Harbor Islands National Recreation Area[image: External link] (which includes part of the city's territory, specifically Calf Island[image: External link], Gallops Island[image: External link], Great Brewster Island[image: External link], Green Island[image: External link], Little Brewster Island[image: External link], Little Calf Island[image: External link], Long Island[image: External link], Lovells Island[image: External link], Middle Brewster Island[image: External link], Nixes Mate[image: External link], Outer Brewster Island[image: External link], Rainsford Island[image: External link], Shag Rocks[image: External link], Spectacle Island[image: External link], The Graves[image: External link], and Thompson Island[image: External link]). The Neponset River[image: External link] forms the boundary between Boston's southern neighborhoods and the city of Quincy[image: External link] and the town of Milton[image: External link]. The Mystic River[image: External link] separates Charlestown from Chelsea and Everett, and Chelsea Creek and Boston Harbor separate East Boston from Boston proper.[81]
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 Neighborhoods




Main article: Neighborhoods in Boston[image: External link]


Boston is sometimes called a "city of neighborhoods" because of the profusion of diverse subsections; the city government's Office of Neighborhood Services has officially designated 23 neighborhoods.[82] More than two-thirds of inner Boston's modern land area did not exist when the city was founded, but was created via the gradual filling in of the surrounding tidal areas over the centuries,[57] notably with earth from leveling or lowering Boston's three original hills (the "Trimountain", after which Tremont Street is named) and with gravel brought by train from Needham to fill the Back Bay[image: External link].[16]

Downtown[image: External link] and its immediate surroundings consist largely of low-rise masonry buildings (often Federal style[image: External link] and Greek Revival[image: External link]) interspersed with modern highrises, notably in the Financial District, Government Center, and South Boston[image: External link].[83] Back Bay includes many prominent landmarks, such as the Boston Public Library[image: External link], Christian Science Center[image: External link], Copley Square[image: External link], Newbury Street[image: External link], and New England's two tallest buildings: the John Hancock Tower[image: External link] and the Prudential Center[image: External link].[84] Near the John Hancock Tower is the old John Hancock Building[image: External link] with its prominent illuminated beacon[image: External link], the color of which forecasts the weather.[85] Smaller commercial areas are interspersed among areas of single-family homes and wooden/brick multi-family row houses. The South End Historic District is the largest surviving contiguous Victorian-era neighborhood in the US.[86] The geography of downtown and South Boston was particularly affected by the Central Artery/Tunnel Project (known unofficially as the "Big Dig[image: External link]") which removed the unsightly elevated Central Artery[image: External link] and incorporated new green spaces and open areas.[87]
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 Climate




Under the Köppen climate classification[image: External link], Boston has a humid continental climate[image: External link] (Köppen Dfa or Dfb) that borders a humid subtropical climate[image: External link] or a temperate oceanic climate[image: External link] (Köppen Cfa or Cfb) with some maritime influence.[95] Despite its climate, the city lies at the transition between USDA[image: External link] plant hardiness zones[image: External link] 6b (most of the city) and 7a (Downtown, South Boston, and East Boston neighborhoods).[96] Summers are typically warm to hot, rainy, and humid, while winters oscillate between periods of cold rain and snow, with cold temperatures. Spring and fall are usually mild, with varying conditions dependent on wind direction and jet stream positioning. Prevailing wind patterns that blow offshore minimize the influence of the Atlantic Ocean.[97]

The hottest month is July, with a mean temperature of 73.4 °F (23.0 °C). The coldest month is January, with a mean of 29.0 °F (−1.7 °C). Periods exceeding 90 °F (32 °C) in summer and below freezing in winter are not uncommon but rarely extended, with about 13 and 25 days per year seeing each, respectively.[98] The most recent sub-0 °F (−18 °C) reading occurred on February 14, 2016, when the temperature dipped down to −9 °F (−23 °C), the coldest reading since 1957.[98] In addition, several decades may pass between 100 °F (38 °C) readings, with the most recent such occurrence on July 22, 2011, when the temperature reached 103 °F (39 °C).[98] The city's average window for freezing temperatures is November 9 through April 5.[98][c] Official temperature records have ranged from −18 °F (−28 °C) on February 9, 1934, up to 104 °F (40 °C) on July 4, 1911; the record cold daily maximum is 2 °F (−17 °C) on December 30, 1917, while, conversely, the record warm daily minimum is 83 °F (28 °C) on August 2, 1975.[99]

Boston's coastal location on the North Atlantic moderates its temperature, but makes the city very prone to Nor'easter[image: External link] weather systems that can produce much snow and rain.[97] The city averages 43.8 inches (1,110 mm) of precipitation[image: External link] a year, with 43.8 inches (111 cm) of snowfall per season.[98] Snowfall increases dramatically as one goes inland away from the city (especially north and west of the city)—away from the moderating influence of the ocean.[100] Most snowfall occurs from December through March, as most years see no measurable snow in April and November, and snow is rare in May and October.[101][102] There is also high year-to-year variability in snowfall; for instance, the winter of 2011–12 saw only 9.3 in (23.6 cm) of accumulating snow, but the previous winter, the corresponding figure was 81.0 in (2.06 m).[98][d]

Fog is fairly common, particularly in spring and early summer, and the occasional tropical storm or hurricane[image: External link] can threaten the region, especially in late summer and early autumn. Due to its situation along the North Atlantic, the city often receives sea breezes, especially in the late spring, when water temperatures are still quite cold and temperatures at the coast can be more than 20 °F (11 °C) colder than a few miles inland, sometimes dropping by that amount near midday.[103][104] Thunderstorms occur from May to September, that are occasionally severe with large hail[image: External link], damaging winds and heavy downpours.[97] Although downtown Boston has never been struck by a violent tornado[image: External link], the city itself has experienced many tornado warnings[image: External link]. Damaging storms are more common to areas north, west, and northwest of the city.[105] Boston has a relatively sunny climate for a coastal city at its latitude, averaging over 2,600 hours of sunshine per annum.








	Climate data for Boston (Logan Airport), 1981−2010 normals,[e] extremes 1872−present[f]



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	72

(22)
	73

(23)
	89

(32)
	94

(34)
	97

(36)
	100

(38)
	104

(40)
	102

(39)
	102

(39)
	90

(32)
	83

(28)
	76

(24)
	104

(40)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	56.4

(13.6)
	57.7

(14.3)
	67.6

(19.8)
	80.7

(27.1)
	87.3

(30.7)
	92.1

(33.4)
	94.9

(34.9)
	93.3

(34.1)
	87.9

(31.1)
	79.1

(26.2)
	70.5

(21.4)
	61.3

(16.3)
	96.2

(35.7)



	Average high °F (°C)
	35.8

(2.1)
	38.7

(3.7)
	45.4

(7.4)
	55.6

(13.1)
	66.0

(18.9)
	75.9

(24.4)
	81.4

(27.4)
	79.6

(26.4)
	72.4

(22.4)
	61.4

(16.3)
	51.5

(10.8)
	41.2

(5.1)
	58.8

(14.9)



	Average low °F (°C)
	22.2

(−5.4)
	24.7

(−4.1)
	31.1

(−0.5)
	40.6

(4.8)
	49.9

(9.9)
	59.5

(15.3)
	65.4

(18.6)
	64.6

(18.1)
	57.4

(14.1)
	46.5

(8.1)
	38.0

(3.3)
	28.2

(−2.1)
	44.1

(6.7)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	4.1

(−15.5)
	8.5

(−13.1)
	14.7

(−9.6)
	30.7

(−0.7)
	40.8

(4.9)
	49.6

(9.8)
	57.3

(14.1)
	55.4

(13)
	45.8

(7.7)
	34.9

(1.6)
	24.2

(−4.3)
	11.1

(−11.6)
	2.3

(−16.5)



	Record low °F (°C)
	−13

(−25)
	−18

(−28)
	−8

(−22)
	11

(−12)
	31

(−1)
	41

(5)
	50

(10)
	46

(8)
	34

(1)
	25

(−4)
	−2

(−19)
	−17

(−27)
	−18

(−28)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	3.36

(85.3)
	3.25

(82.6)
	4.32

(109.7)
	3.74

(95)
	3.49

(88.6)
	3.68

(93.5)
	3.43

(87.1)
	3.35

(85.1)
	3.44

(87.4)
	3.94

(100.1)
	3.99

(101.3)
	3.78

(96)
	43.77

(1,111.8)



	Average snowfall inches (cm)
	12.9

(32.8)
	10.9

(27.7)
	7.8

(19.8)
	1.9

(4.8)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	trace
	1.3

(3.3)
	9.0

(22.9)
	43.8

(111.3)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.01 in)
	11.3
	9.8
	11.6
	11.2
	12.0
	10.9
	9.6
	9.4
	8.6
	9.4
	10.6
	11.6
	126.0



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.1 in)
	6.7
	5.3
	4.2
	0.7
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0.1
	0.8
	4.6
	22.4



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	62.3
	62.0
	63.1
	63.0
	66.7
	68.5
	68.4
	70.8
	71.8
	68.5
	67.5
	65.4
	66.5



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	163.4
	168.4
	213.7
	227.2
	267.3
	286.5
	300.9
	277.3
	237.1
	206.3
	143.2
	142.3
	2,633.6



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	56
	57
	58
	57
	59
	63
	65
	64
	63
	60
	49
	50
	59



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity and sun 1961−1990)[107][98][108]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Demographics




See also: Chinese Americans in Boston[image: External link], History of the Irish in Boston[image: External link], Vietnamese in Boston[image: External link], and LGBT culture in Boston[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Year
	Pop.
	±%



	1722
	10,567
	—    



	1765
	15,520
	+46.9%



	1790[image: External link]
	18,320
	+18.0%



	1800[image: External link]
	24,937
	+36.1%



	1810[image: External link]
	33,787
	+35.5%



	1820[image: External link]
	43,298
	+28.1%



	1830[image: External link]
	61,392
	+41.8%



	1840[image: External link]
	93,383
	+52.1%



	1850[image: External link]
	136,881
	+46.6%



	1860[image: External link]
	177,840
	+29.9%



	1870[image: External link]
	250,526
	+40.9%



	1880[image: External link]
	362,839
	+44.8%



	1890[image: External link]
	448,477
	+23.6%



	1900[image: External link]
	560,892
	+25.1%



	1910[image: External link]
	670,585
	+19.6%



	1920[image: External link]
	748,060
	+11.6%



	1930[image: External link]
	781,188
	+4.4%



	1940[image: External link]
	770,816
	−1.3%



	1950[image: External link]
	801,444
	+4.0%



	1960[image: External link]
	697,197
	−13.0%



	1970[image: External link]
	641,071
	−8.1%



	1980[image: External link]
	562,994
	−12.2%



	1990[image: External link]
	574,283
	+2.0%



	2000[image: External link]
	589,141
	+2.6%



	2010[image: External link]
	617,594
	+4.8%



	2016
	673,184
	+9.0%



	* = population estimate.

Source: United States Census[image: External link] records and Population Estimates Program[image: External link] data.[109][110][111][112][113][114][115][116][117][118][119][120]

Source:
U.S. Decennial Census[121]







In 2016, Boston was estimated to have 667,137 residents (a density of 13,841 persons/sq mile, or 5,344/km2) living in 272,481 housing units—[2] an 8% population increase over 2010. The city is the third most densely populated large U.S. city[image: External link] of over half a million residents. Some 1.2 million persons may be within Boston's boundaries during work hours, and as many as 2 million during special events. This fluctuation of people is caused by hundreds of thousands of suburban residents who travel to the city for work, education, health care, and special events.[122]

In the city, the population was spread out with 21.9% at age 19 and under, 14.3% from 20 to 24, 33.2% from 25 to 44, 20.4% from 45 to 64, and 10.1% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 30.8 years. For every 100 females, there were 92.0 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 89.9 males.[123] There were 252,699 households, of which 20.4% had children under the age of 18 living in them, 25.5% were married couples living together, 16.3% had a female householder with no husband present, and 54.0% were non-families. 37.1% of all households were made up of individuals and 9.0% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.26 and the average family size was 3.08.[123] Boston has one of the largest LGBT populations in the United States[image: External link].

The median household income[image: External link] in Boston was $51,739, while the median income for a family was $61,035. Full-time year-round male workers had a median income of $52,544 versus $46,540 for full-time year-round female workers. The per capita income for the city was $33,158. 21.4% of the population and 16.0% of families are below the poverty line. Of the total population, 28.8% of those under the age of 18 and 20.4% of those 65 and older were living below the poverty line.[124]

In 1950, Whites[image: External link] represented 94.7% of Boston's population.[125] From the 1950s to the end of the 20th century, the proportion of non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] in the city declined; in 2000, non-Hispanic whites made up 49.5% of the city's population, making the city majority-minority[image: External link] for the first time. However, in the 21st century[image: External link], the city has experienced significant gentrification[image: External link], in which affluent whites have moved into formerly non-white areas. In 2006, the US Census Bureau estimated that non-Hispanic whites again formed a slight majority. But as of 2010, in part due to the housing crash, as well as increased efforts to make more affordable housing more available, the non-white population has rebounded. This may also have to do with increased Latin American[image: External link] and Asian[image: External link] populations and more clarity surrounding US Census statistics, which indicate a non-Hispanic white population of 47 percent (some reports give slightly lower figures).[126][127][128]



	Race/ethnicity composition



	Race/ethnicity
	2015[129]
	1990[125]
	1970[125]
	1940[125]



	White[image: External link] (includes White Hispanics[image: External link])
	62.1%
	62.8%
	81.8%
	96.7%



	Black[image: External link]
	24.7%
	25.6%
	16.3%
	3.1%



	Asian[image: External link]
	9.1%
	5.3%
	1.3%
	0.2%



	Native American[image: External link]
	0.8%
	0.3%
	0.2%
	–



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	3.1%
	–
	–
	–



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race)
	22.1%
	10.8%
	2.8% [130]
	0.1%



	Non-Hispanic Whites[image: External link]
	46.2%
	59.0%
	79.5% [130]
	96.6%




People of Irish[image: External link] descent form the largest single ethnic group[image: External link] in the city, making up 15.8% of the population, followed by Italians, accounting for 8.3% of the population. People of West Indian[image: External link] and Caribbean[image: External link] ancestry are another sizable group, at 6.0%,[131] about half of whom are of Haitian[image: External link] ancestry. Over 27,000 Chinese Americans[image: External link] made their home in Boston city proper in 2013,[132] and the city hosts a growing Chinatown[image: External link] accommodating heavily traveled Chinese-owned bus lines[image: External link] to and from Chinatown, Manhattan[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link]. Some neighborhoods, such as Dorchester, have received an influx of people of Vietnamese[image: External link] ancestry in recent decades. Neighborhoods such as Jamaica Plain and Roslindale have experienced a growing number of Dominican Americans[image: External link].[133] The city and greater area also has a growing immigrant population of South Asians[image: External link], including the tenth-largest Indian community in the country[image: External link].

The city, especially the East Boston[image: External link] neighborhood, has a significant Hispanic community. In 2010, Hispanics in Boston were mostly of Puerto Rican[image: External link] (30,506 or 4.9% of total city population), Dominican[image: External link] (25,648 or 4.2% of total city population), Salvadoran[image: External link] (10,850 or 1.8% of city population), Colombian[image: External link] (6,649 or 1.1% of total city population), Mexican[image: External link] (5,961 or 1.0% of total city population), and Guatemalan[image: External link] (4,451 or 0.7% of total city population) ethnic origin. Hispanics of all national origins totaled 107,917 in 2010. In Greater Boston, these numbers grew significantly, with Puerto Ricans numbering 175,000+, Dominicans 95,000+, Salvadorans 40,000+, Guatemalans 31,000+, Mexicans 25,000+, and Colombians numbering 22,000+.[134]
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 Demographic breakdown by ZIP Code
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See also: List of Massachusetts locations by per capita income[image: External link]


Data is from the 2008–2012 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.[135][136][137]



	Rank
	ZIP code (ZCTA)
	Per capita

income
	Median

household

income
	Median

family

income
	Population
	Number of

households



	1
	02110 (Financial District[image: External link])
	$152,007
	$123,795
	$196,518
	1,486
	981



	2
	02199 (Prudential Center[image: External link])
	$151,060
	$107,159
	$146,786
	1,290
	823



	3
	02210 (Fort Point[image: External link])
	$93,078
	$111,061
	$223,411
	1,905
	1,088



	4
	02109 (North End[image: External link])
	$88,921
	$128,022
	$162,045
	4,277
	2,190



	5
	02116 (Back Bay[image: External link]/Bay Village[image: External link])
	$81,458
	$87,630
	$134,875
	21,318
	10,938



	6
	02108 (Beacon Hill[image: External link]/Financial District)
	$78,569
	$95,753
	$153,618
	4,155
	2,337



	7
	02114 (Beacon Hill/West End[image: External link])
	$65,865
	$79,734
	$169,107
	11,933
	6,752



	8
	02111 ( Chinatown[image: External link]/Financial District/Leather District[image: External link])
	$56,716
	$44,758
	$88,333
	7,616
	3,390



	9
	02129 ( Charlestown[image: External link])
	$56,267
	$89,105
	$98,445
	17,052
	8,083



	10
	02467 (Chestnut Hill[image: External link])
	$53,382
	$113,952
	$148,396
	22,796
	6,351



	11
	02113 (North End)
	$52,905
	$64,413
	$112,589
	7,276
	4,329



	12
	02132 (West Roxbury[image: External link])
	$44,306
	$82,421
	$110,219
	27,163
	11,013



	13
	02118 (South End[image: External link])
	$43,887
	$50,000
	$49,090
	26,779
	12,512



	14
	02130 (Jamaica Plain[image: External link])
	$42,916
	$74,198
	$95,426
	36,866
	15,306



	15
	02127 (South Boston[image: External link])
	$42,854
	$67,012
	$68,110
	32,547
	14,994



	
	Massachusetts
	$35,485
	$66,658
	$84,380
	6,560,595
	2,525,694



	
	Boston
	$33,589
	$53,136
	$63,230
	619,662
	248,704



	
	Suffolk County[image: External link]
	$32,429
	$52,700
	$61,796
	724,502
	287,442



	16
	02135 ( Brighton[image: External link])
	$31,773
	$50,291
	$62,602
	38,839
	18,336



	17
	02131 ( Roslindale[image: External link])
	$29,486
	$61,099
	$70,598
	30,370
	11,282



	
	United States[image: External link]
	$28,051
	$53,046
	$64,585
	309,138,711
	115,226,802



	18
	02136 (Hyde Park[image: External link])
	$28,009
	$57,080
	$74,734
	29,219
	10,650



	19
	02134 ( Allston[image: External link])
	$25,319
	$37,638
	$49,355
	20,478
	8,916



	20
	02128 (East Boston[image: External link])
	$23,450
	$49,549
	$49,470
	41,680
	14,965



	21
	02122 ( Dorchester[image: External link]-Fields Corner[image: External link])
	$23,432
	$51,798
	$50,246
	25,437
	8,216



	22
	02124 (Dorchester-Codman Square[image: External link]- Ashmont[image: External link])
	$23,115
	$48,329
	$55,031
	49,867
	17,275



	23
	02125 (Dorchester-Uphams Corner[image: External link]-Savin Hill[image: External link])
	$22,158
	$42,298
	$44,397
	31,996
	11,481



	24
	02163 (Allston-Harvard Business School[image: External link])
	$21,915
	$43,889
	$91,190
	1,842
	562



	25
	02115 (Back Bay/ Fenway-Kenmore[image: External link])
	$21,654
	$23,677
	$50,303
	29,178
	9,958



	26
	02126 ( Mattapan[image: External link])
	$20,649
	$43,532
	$52,774
	27,335
	9,510



	27
	02215 (Fenway-Kenmore)
	$19,082
	$30,823
	$72,583
	23,719
	7,995



	28
	02119 ( Roxbury[image: External link])
	$18,998
	$27,051
	$35,311
	24,237
	9,769



	29
	02121 (Dorchester-Mount Bowdoin)
	$18,226
	$30,419
	$35,439
	26,801
	9,739



	30
	02120 (Mission Hill[image: External link])
	$17,390
	$32,367
	$29,583
	13,217
	4,509
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 Religion




According to a 2014 study by the Pew Research Center[image: External link], 57% of the population of the city identified themselves as Christians[image: External link], with 25% professing attendance at a variety of churches that could be considered Protestant[image: External link], and 29% professing Roman Catholic[image: External link] beliefs.[138][139] while 33% claim no religious affiliation[image: External link]. The same study says that other religions (including Judaism[image: External link], Buddhism, Islam[image: External link], and Hinduism[image: External link]) collectively make up about 10% of the population.

As of 2010 the Catholic Church had the highest number of adherents as a single denomination in the Boston-Cambridge-Newton Metro area, with more than two million members and 339 churches, followed by the Episcopal Church with 58,000 adherents in 160 churches. The United Church of Christ[image: External link] had 55,000 members and 213 churches.[140] The UCC is the successor of the city's Puritan religious traditions. Old South Church[image: External link] in Boston is one of the oldest congregations in the United States. It was organized in 1669 by dissenters from the First Church in Boston (1630). Notable past members include Samuel Adams, William Dawes, Benjamin Franklin, Samuel Sewall, and Phillis Wheatley. In 1773, Adams gave the signals from the Old South Meeting House[image: External link] that started the Boston Tea Party.

The city has a sizable Jewish population[image: External link] with an estimated 248,000 Jews within the Boston metro area.[141] More than half of Jewish households in the Greater Boston area reside in the city itself, Brookline, Newton, Cambridge, Somerville, or adjacent towns.[141]
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See also: Major companies in Greater Boston[image: External link]


A global city[image: External link], Boston is placed among the top 30 most economically powerful cities in the world.[142] Encompassing $363 billion, the Greater Boston[image: External link] metropolitan area has the sixth-largest economy in the country and 12th-largest in the world[image: External link].[143]

Boston's colleges and universities exert a significant impact on the regional economy. Boston attracts more than 350,000 college students from around the world, who contribute more than US$4.8 billion annually to the city's economy.[144][145] The area's schools are major employers and attract industries to the city and surrounding region. The city is home to a number of technology companies and is a hub for biotechnology[image: External link], with the Milken Institute[image: External link] rating Boston as the top life sciences[image: External link] cluster in the country.[146] Boston receives the highest absolute amount of annual funding from the National Institutes of Health[image: External link] of all cities in the United States.[147]

The city is considered highly innovative for a variety of reasons, including the presence of academia[image: External link], access to venture capital[image: External link], and the presence of many high-tech[image: External link] companies.[22][148] The Route 128 corridor[image: External link] and Greater Boston continue to be a major center for venture capital investment,[149] and high technology remains an important sector.

Tourism[image: External link] also composes a large part of Boston's economy, with 21.2 million domestic and international visitors spending $8.3 billion in 2011;[150] excluding visitors from Canada[image: External link] and Mexico[image: External link], over 1.4 million international tourists visited Boston in 2014, with those from China[image: External link] and the United Kingdom[image: External link] leading the list.[151] Boston's status as a state capital as well as the regional home of federal agencies has rendered law and government to be another major component of the city's economy.[40][152] The city is a major seaport[image: External link] along the United States' East Coast and the oldest continuously operated industrial and fishing port in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link].[153]

The financial services[image: External link] industry is important to Boston, especially involving mutual funds[image: External link] and insurance.[40] Boston-based Fidelity Investments[image: External link] helped popularize the mutual fund in the 1980s and has made Boston one of the top financial cities in the United States.[24][154] The city is home to the headquarters of Santander Bank[image: External link], and Boston is a center for venture capital[image: External link] firms. State Street Corporation[image: External link], which specializes in asset management and custody services, is based in the city. Boston is a printing and publishing[image: External link] center[155]—Houghton Mifflin Harcourt[image: External link] is headquartered within the city, along with Bedford-St. Martin's Press[image: External link] and Beacon Press[image: External link]. Pearson PLC[image: External link] publishing units also employ several hundred people in Boston. The city is home to three major convention centers[image: External link]—the Hynes Convention Center[image: External link] in the Back Bay, and the Seaport World Trade Center[image: External link] and Boston Convention and Exhibition Center[image: External link] on the South Boston waterfront[image: External link].[156] The General Electric Corporation[image: External link] announced in January 2016 its decision to move the company's global headquarters to the Seaport District[image: External link] in Boston, from Fairfield, Connecticut[image: External link], citing factors including Boston's preeminence in the realm of higher education[image: External link].[157] Boston is home to the headquarters of several major athletic and footwear companies including Converse[image: External link], New Balance[image: External link], and Reebok[image: External link]. Rockport[image: External link], PUMA[image: External link] and Wolverine World Wide, Inc.[image: External link] headquarters or regional offices[158] are located just outside the city.[159]
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 Primary and secondary education




The Boston Public Schools[image: External link] enroll 57,000 students attending 145 schools, including the renowned Boston Latin Academy[image: External link], John D. O'Bryant School of Math & Science[image: External link], and Boston Latin School[image: External link]. The Boston Latin School was established in 1635 and is the oldest public high school in the US. Boston also operates the United States' second-oldest public high school and its oldest public elementary school.[18] The system's students are 40% Hispanic or Latino, 35% Black or African American, 13% White, and 9% Asian.[160] There are private, parochial, and charter schools[image: External link] as well, and approximately 3,300 minority students attend participating suburban schools through the Metropolitan Educational Opportunity Council[image: External link].[161]
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 Higher education




See also: List of colleges and universities in metropolitan Boston[image: External link]


Some of the most renowned and highly ranked universities in the world are located in the Boston area.[162][163] Three universities with a major presence in the city, Harvard[image: External link], MIT[image: External link], and Tufts[image: External link], are located just outside of Boston in the Cambridge[image: External link]/ Somerville[image: External link] area known as the Brainpower Triangle.[164] Harvard is the nation's oldest institute of higher education and is centered across the Charles River in Cambridge, though the majority of its land holdings and a substantial amount of its educational activities are in Boston. Its business[image: External link], medical[image: External link], dental[image: External link], and public health[image: External link] schools are located in Boston's Allston[image: External link] and Longwood[image: External link] neighborhoods, and Harvard has plans for additional expansion into Allston.[165]

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link] (MIT) originated in Boston and was long known as "Boston Tech[image: External link]"; it moved across the river to Cambridge in 1916.[166] Tufts University[image: External link]'s main campus is north of the city in Somerville[image: External link] and Medford[image: External link], though it locates its medical and dental schools in Boston's Chinatown at Tufts Medical Center[image: External link], a 451-bed academic medical institution that is home to both a full-service hospital for adults and the Floating Hospital for Children.[167]

Four members of the Association of American Universities[image: External link] are in Greater Boston (more than any other metropolitan area): Harvard University[image: External link], the Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link], Boston University[image: External link], and Brandeis University[image: External link].[168] Furthermore, Greater Boston contains seven Highest Research Activity (R1) Universities[image: External link] as per the Carnegie Classification[image: External link]. This includes, in addition to the aforementioned four, Boston College[image: External link], Northeastern University[image: External link], and Tufts University[image: External link]. This is, by a large margin, the highest concentration of such institutions in a single metropolitan area. Hospitals, universities, and research institutions in Greater Boston received more than $1.77 billion in National Institutes of Health[image: External link] grants in 2013, more money than any other American metropolitan area.[169]

Greater Boston has more than 100 colleges and universities, with 250,000 students enrolled in Boston and Cambridge alone.[170] Its largest private universities include Boston University[image: External link] (the city's fourth-largest employer),[171] with its main campus along Commonwealth Avenue[image: External link] and a medical campus in the South End[image: External link]; Northeastern University[image: External link] in the Fenway[image: External link] area;[172] Suffolk University[image: External link] near Beacon Hill[image: External link], which includes law school[image: External link] and business school[image: External link];[173] and Boston College[image: External link], which straddles the Boston (Brighton)–Newton border.[174] Boston's only public university is the University of Massachusetts Boston[image: External link] on Columbia Point in Dorchester[image: External link]. Roxbury Community College[image: External link] and Bunker Hill Community College[image: External link] are the city's two public community colleges. Altogether, Boston's colleges and universities employ more than 42,600 people, accounting for nearly seven percent of the city's workforce.[175]

Smaller private schools include Babson College[image: External link], Bentley University[image: External link], Boston Architectural College[image: External link], Emmanuel College[image: External link], Fisher College[image: External link], MGH Institute of Health Professions[image: External link], Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences[image: External link], Simmons College[image: External link], Wellesley College[image: External link], Wheelock College[image: External link], Wentworth Institute of Technology[image: External link], New England School of Law[image: External link] (originally established as America's first all female law school),[176] and Emerson College[image: External link].[177]

Metropolitan Boston is home to several conservatories[image: External link] and art schools, including Lesley University College of Art and Design[image: External link], Massachusetts College of Art[image: External link], the School of the Museum of Fine Arts[image: External link], New England Institute of Art[image: External link], New England School of Art and Design[image: External link] (Suffolk University), Longy School of Music of Bard College[image: External link], and the New England Conservatory[image: External link] (the oldest independent conservatory in the United States).[178] Other conservatories include the Boston Conservatory[image: External link] and Berklee College of Music[image: External link], which has made Boston an important city for jazz music.[179]
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 Public safety




Like many major American cities, Boston has seen a great reduction in violent crime since the early 1990s. Boston's low crime rate since the 1990s has been credited to the Boston Police Department[image: External link]'s collaboration with neighborhood groups and church parishes to prevent youths from joining gangs, as well as involvement from the United States Attorney[image: External link] and District Attorney[image: External link]'s offices. This helped lead in part to what has been touted as the "Boston Miracle". Murders in the city dropped from 152 in 1990 (for a murder rate of 26.5 per 100,000 people) to just 31—not one of them a juvenile—in 1999 (for a murder rate of 5.26 per 100,000).[180]

In 2008, there were 62 reported homicides.[181] Through December 30, 2016, major crime was down seven percent and there were 46 homicides compared to 40 in 2015.[182]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture in Boston[image: External link]


See also: List of annual events in Boston[image: External link], List of arts organizations in Boston[image: External link], and Sites of interest in Boston[image: External link]


Boston shares many cultural roots with greater New England, including a dialect of the non- rhotic[image: External link] Eastern New England accent[image: External link] known as the Boston accent[image: External link][183] and a regional cuisine[image: External link] with a large emphasis on seafood, salt, and dairy products.[184] Boston also has its own collection of neologisms[image: External link] known as Boston slang.[185]

Boston has been called the " Athens[image: External link] of America" for its literary culture[image: External link], earning a reputation as "the intellectual capital of the United States."[186] In the nineteenth century, Ralph Waldo Emerson[image: External link], Henry David Thoreau[image: External link], Nathaniel Hawthorne[image: External link], Margaret Fuller[image: External link], James Russell Lowell[image: External link], and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow[image: External link] wrote in Boston. Some consider the Old Corner Bookstore[image: External link] to be the "cradle of American literature," the place where these writers met and where The Atlantic Monthly[image: External link] was first published.[187] In 1852, the Boston Public Library[image: External link] was founded as the first free library in the United States.[186] Boston's literary culture continues today thanks to the city's many universities and the Boston Book Festival[image: External link].

Music is afforded a high degree of civic support[image: External link] in Boston. The Boston Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] is one of the "Big Five[image: External link]," a group of the greatest American orchestras, and the classical music magazine Gramophone[image: External link] called it one of the "world's best" orchestras.[188] Symphony Hall[image: External link] (located west of Back Bay) is home to the Boston Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] and the related Boston Youth Symphony Orchestra[image: External link], which is the largest youth orchestra in the nation, and to the Boston Pops Orchestra[image: External link]. The British newspaper The Guardian[image: External link] called Boston Symphony Hall "one of the top venues for classical music in the world," adding that "Symphony Hall in Boston was where science became an essential part of concert hall design."[189] Other concerts are held at the New England Conservatory[image: External link]'s Jordan Hall[image: External link]. The Boston Ballet[image: External link] performs at the Boston Opera House[image: External link]. Other performing-arts organizations located in the city include the Boston Lyric Opera Company[image: External link], Opera Boston[image: External link], Boston Baroque[image: External link] (the first permanent Baroque orchestra in the US),[190] and the Handel and Haydn Society[image: External link] (one of the oldest choral companies in the United States).[191] The city is a center for contemporary classical music with a number of performing groups, several of which are associated with the city's conservatories and universities. These include the Boston Modern Orchestra Project[image: External link] and Boston Musica Viva[image: External link].[190] Several theaters are located in or near the Theater District[image: External link] south of Boston Common, including the Cutler Majestic Theatre[image: External link], Citi Performing Arts Center[image: External link], the Colonial Theater[image: External link], and the Orpheum Theatre[image: External link].[192]

There are several major annual events, such as First Night[image: External link] which occurs on New Year's Eve, the Boston Early Music Festival[image: External link], the annual Boston Arts Festival[image: External link] at Christopher Columbus Waterfront Park, the annual Boston gay pride[image: External link] parade and festival held in June, and Italian summer feasts in the North End honoring Catholic saints.[193] The city is the site of several events during the Fourth of July[image: External link] period. They include the week-long Harborfest festivities[194] and a Boston Pops concert accompanied by fireworks on the banks of the Charles River[image: External link].[195]

Several historic sites relating to the American Revolution[image: External link] period are preserved as part of the Boston National Historical Park[image: External link] because of the city's prominent role. Many are found along the Freedom Trail[image: External link], which is marked by a red line of bricks embedded in the ground.

The city is also home to several art museums and galleries, including the Museum of Fine Arts[image: External link] and the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum[image: External link].[196] The Institute of Contemporary Art[image: External link] is housed in a contemporary building designed by Diller Scofidio + Renfro[image: External link] in the Seaport District[image: External link].[197] Boston's South End Art and Design District ( SoWa[image: External link]) and Newbury St. are both art gallery destinations.[198][199] Columbia Point is the location of the University of Massachusetts Boston[image: External link], the Edward M. Kennedy Institute for the United States Senate[image: External link], the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link], and the Massachusetts Archives and Commonwealth Museum[image: External link]. The Boston Athenæum[image: External link] (one of the oldest independent libraries in the United States),[200] Boston Children's Museum[image: External link], Bull & Finch Pub[image: External link] (whose building is known from the television show Cheers[image: External link]),[201] Museum of Science[image: External link], and the New England Aquarium[image: External link] are within the city.

Boston has been a noted religious center from its earliest days. The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston[image: External link] serves nearly 300 parishes and is based in the Cathedral of the Holy Cross[image: External link] (1875) in the South End, while the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts[image: External link] serves just under 200 congregations, with the Cathedral Church of St. Paul[image: External link] (1819) as its episcopal seat. Unitarian Universalism[image: External link] has its headquarters on Beacon Hill. The Christian Scientists[image: External link] are headquartered in Back Bay at the Mother Church[image: External link] (1894). The oldest church in Boston is First Church in Boston[image: External link], founded in 1630.[202] King's Chapel[image: External link] was the city's first Anglican church, founded in 1686 and converted to Unitarianism in 1785. Other churches include Christ Church (better known as Old North Church[image: External link], 1723), the oldest church building in the city, Trinity Church[image: External link] (1733), Park Street Church[image: External link] (1809), Old South Church[image: External link] (1874), Jubilee Christian Church[image: External link], and Basilica and Shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help[image: External link] on Mission Hill[image: External link] (1878).[203]
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 Pollution control




Air quality[image: External link] in Boston is generally very good: during the ten-year period 2004–2013, there were only 4 days in which the air was unhealthy for the general public, according to the EPA[image: External link].[204]

Some of the cleaner energy facilities in Boston include the Allston green district, with three ecologically compatible housing facilities.[205] Boston is also breaking ground on multiple green affordable housing[image: External link] facilities to help reduce the carbon footprint of the city while simultaneously making these initiatives financially available to a greater population. Boston's climate plan is updated every three years and was most recently modified in 2013. This legislature includes the Building Energy Reporting and Disclosure Ordinance, which requires the city's larger buildings to disclose their yearly energy and water use statistics and partake in an energy assessment every five years. These statistics are made public by the city, thereby increasing incentives for buildings to be more environmentally conscious.[206]

Another initiative, presented by the late Mayor Thomas Menino, is the Renew Boston Whole Building Incentive, which reduces the cost of living in buildings that are deemed energy efficient. This, much like the green housing developments, gives people of low socioeconomic status an opportunity to find housing in communities that support the environment. The ultimate goal of this initiative is to enlist 500 Bostonians to participate in a free, in-home energy assessment.[206]
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 Water purity and availability




Many older buildings in certain areas of Boston are supported by wooden piles driven into the area's fill; these piles remain sound if submerged in water, but are subject to dry rot[image: External link] if exposed to air for long periods.[207] Groundwater levels have been dropping, to varying degrees, in many areas of the city, due in part to an increase in the amount of rainwater discharged directly into sewers rather than absorbed by the ground. A city agency, the Boston Groundwater Trust, coordinates monitoring of groundwater levels throughout the city via a network of public and private monitoring wells.[208] However, Boston's drinking water supply, from the Quabbin[image: External link] and Wachusett Reservoirs[image: External link] to the west,[209] is one of the very few in the country so pure as to satisfy federal water quality standards[image: External link] without filtration.[210]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sports




Main article: Sports in Boston[image: External link]


Boston has teams in the four major North American professional sports leagues[image: External link] plus Major League Soccer[image: External link], and has won 37 championships in these leagues, As of 2017. It is one of four cities (along with Chicago, Los Angeles, and New York) to have won championships in all four major sports. It has been suggested[211][212][213] that Boston is the new "TitleTown, USA", as the city's professional sports teams have won ten championships since 2001: Patriots (2001, 2003, 2004, 2014, and 2016), Red Sox (2004, 2007, and 2013), Celtics (2008), and Bruins (2011). This love of sports has made Boston the United States Olympic Committee[image: External link]'s choice to bid[image: External link] to hold the 2024 Summer Olympic Games[image: External link], but the city cited financial concerns when it withdrew its bid on July 27, 2015.[214]

The Boston Red Sox[image: External link], a founding member of the American League[image: External link] of Major League Baseball[image: External link] in 1901, play their home games at Fenway Park[image: External link], near Kenmore Square[image: External link] in the city's Fenway[image: External link] section. Built in 1912, it is the oldest sports arena or stadium in active use in the United States among the four major professional American sports leagues, Major League Baseball[image: External link], the National Football League[image: External link], National Basketball Association[image: External link], and the National Hockey League[image: External link].[215] Boston was the site of the first game of the first modern World Series[image: External link], in 1903. The series was played between the AL Champion Boston Americans[image: External link] and the NL champion Pittsburgh Pirates[image: External link].[216][217] Persistent reports that the team was known in 1903 as the "Boston Pilgrims" appear to be unfounded.[218] Boston's first professional baseball team was the Red Stockings, one of the charter members of the National Association[image: External link] in 1871, and of the National League[image: External link] in 1876. The team played under that name until 1883, under the name Beaneaters until 1911, and under the name Braves from 1912 until they moved to Milwaukee[image: External link] after the 1952 season. Since 1966 they have played in Atlanta[image: External link] as the Atlanta Braves[image: External link].[219]

The TD Garden[image: External link], formerly called the FleetCenter and built to replace the old, since-demolished Boston Garden[image: External link], is adjoined to North Station[image: External link] and is the home of two major league teams: the Boston Bruins[image: External link] of the National Hockey League[image: External link] and the Boston Celtics[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association[image: External link]. The arena seats 18,624 for basketball games and 17,565 for ice hockey games. The Bruins were the first American member of the National Hockey League[image: External link] and an Original Six[image: External link] franchise.[220] The Boston Celtics were founding members of the Basketball Association of America[image: External link], one of the two leagues that merged to form the NBA.[221] The Celtics have the distinction of having won more championships than any other NBA team, with seventeen.[222]

While they have played in suburban Foxborough[image: External link] since 1971, the New England Patriots[image: External link] of the National Football League[image: External link] were founded in 1960 as the Boston Patriots, changing their name after relocating. The team won the Super Bowl[image: External link] after the 2001, 2003, 2004, 2014, and 2016 seasons.[223] They share Gillette Stadium[image: External link] with the New England Revolution[image: External link] of Major League Soccer[image: External link]. The Boston Breakers[image: External link] of Women's Professional Soccer[image: External link], which formed in 2009, play their home games at Dilboy Stadium in Somerville[image: External link].[224] The Boston Storm[image: External link] of the United Women's Lacrosse League[image: External link] was formed in 2015.[225]

The area's many colleges and universities are active in college athletics. Four NCAA[image: External link] Division I members play in the city—Boston College[image: External link], Boston University[image: External link], Harvard University[image: External link], and Northeastern University[image: External link]. Of the four, only Boston College participates in college football at the highest level, the Football Bowl Subdivision[image: External link]. Harvard participates in the second-highest level, the Football Championship Subdivision[image: External link]. The Boston Cannons[image: External link] of the MLL[image: External link] play at Harvard Stadium.

One of the best known sporting events in the city is the Boston Marathon[image: External link], the 26.2-mile (42.2 km) race which is the world's oldest annual marathon,[226] run on Patriots' Day[image: External link] in April. On April 15, 2013, two explosions[image: External link] killed three people and injured hundreds at the marathon.[77] Another major annual event is the Head of the Charles Regatta[image: External link], held in October.[227]
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 Parks and recreation




Boston Common[image: External link], located near the Financial District and Beacon Hill, is the oldest public park in the United States.[228] Along with the adjacent Boston Public Garden[image: External link], it is part of the Emerald Necklace[image: External link], a string of parks designed by Frederick Law Olmsted[image: External link] to encircle the city. The Emerald Necklace includes Jamaica Pond[image: External link], Boston's largest body of freshwater, and Franklin Park[image: External link], the city's largest park and home of the Franklin Park Zoo[image: External link].[229] Another major park is the Esplanade, located along the banks of the Charles River. The Hatch Shell[image: External link], an outdoor concert venue, is located adjacent to the Charles River Esplanade. Other parks are scattered throughout the city, with the major parks and beaches located near Castle Island[image: External link]; in Charlestown; and along the Dorchester, South Boston, and East Boston shorelines.[230]

Boston's park system is well-reputed nationally. In its 2013 ParkScore ranking, The Trust for Public Land[image: External link] reported that Boston was tied with Sacramento[image: External link] and San Francisco[image: External link] for having the third-best park system among the 50 most populous US cities.[231] ParkScore ranks city park systems by a formula that analyzes the city's median park size, park acres as percent of city area, the percent of residents within a half-mile of a park, spending of park services per resident, and the number of playgrounds per 10,000 residents.
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See also: Boston City Hall[image: External link], Boston Emergency Medical Services[image: External link], Boston Finance Commission[image: External link], Boston Fire Department[image: External link], Boston Police Department[image: External link], List of mayors of Boston[image: External link], and List of members of Boston City Council[image: External link]


Boston has a strong mayor – council government[image: External link] system in which the mayor (elected every fourth year) has extensive executive power. Marty Walsh[image: External link] became Mayor in January 2014, his predecessor Thomas Menino[image: External link]'s twenty-year tenure having been the longest in the city's history.[232] The Boston City Council[image: External link] is elected every two years; there are nine district seats, and four citywide "at-large" seats.[233] The School Committee, which oversees the Boston Public Schools[image: External link], is appointed by the mayor.[234]

In addition to city government, numerous commissions and state authorities—including the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation[image: External link], the Boston Public Health Commission[image: External link], the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (MWRA)[image: External link], and the Massachusetts Port Authority (Massport)[image: External link]—play a role in the life of Bostonians. As the capital of Massachusetts, Boston plays a major role in state politics[image: External link].

The city has several federal facilities, including the John F. Kennedy Federal Office Building[image: External link], the Thomas P. O'Neill Jr. Federal Building[image: External link],[235] the John W. McCormack Post Office and Courthouse[image: External link], the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston[image: External link], the United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit[image: External link], and the United States District Court for the District of Massachusetts[image: External link]. Both courts are housed in the John Joseph Moakley United States Courthouse[image: External link].

Federally, Boston is split between two congressional districts. The northern three-fourths of the city is in the 7th district[image: External link], represented by Mike Capuano since 1998. The southern fourth is in the 8th district[image: External link], represented by Stephen Lynch[image: External link].[236] Both are Democrats; a Republican has not represented a significant portion of Boston in over a century. The state's senior member of the United States Senate[image: External link] is Democrat Elizabeth Warren[image: External link], first elected in 2012. The state's junior member of the United States Senate is Democrat Ed Markey[image: External link], who was elected in 2013 to succeed John Kerry[image: External link] after Kerry's appointment and confirmation as the United States Secretary of State[image: External link].

The city uses an algorithm created by the Walsh administration, called CityScore, to measure the effectiveness of various city services. This score is available on a public online dashboard and allows city managers in police, fire, schools, emergency management services, and 3-1-1[image: External link] to take action and make adjustments in areas of concern.[237]



	Voter registration and party enrollment As of October 2012[238]



	Party
	Number of voters
	Percentage



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	211,257
	54.58%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	25,903
	6.69%



	
	Green-Rainbow[image: External link]
	686
	0.17%



	
	Unaffiliated
	147,813
	38.19%



	Total
	387,040
	100%
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 Media




Main article: Media in Boston[image: External link]
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 Newspapers




The Boston Globe and the Boston Herald[image: External link] are two of the city's major daily newspapers. The city is also served by other publications such as Boston magazine, The Improper Bostonian[image: External link], DigBoston[image: External link], and the Boston edition of Metro[image: External link]. The Christian Science Monitor[image: External link], headquartered in Boston, was formerly a worldwide daily newspaper but ended publication of daily print editions in 2009, switching to continuous online and weekly magazine format publications.[239] The Boston Globe also releases a teen publication to the city's public high schools, called Teens in Print or T.i.P., which is written by the city's teens and delivered quarterly within the school year.[240]

The city's growing Latino[image: External link] population has given rise to a number of local and regional Spanish-language[image: External link] newspapers. These include El Planeta[image: External link] (owned by the former publisher of The Boston Phoenix[image: External link]), El Mundo, and La Semana. Siglo21, with its main offices in nearby Lawrence[image: External link], is also widely distributed.[241]

Various LGBT publications serve the city's large LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) community such as The Rainbow Times, the only minority and lesbian-owned LGBT newsmagazine. Founded in 2006, The Rainbow Times is now based out of Boston, but serves all of New England.[242]
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 Radio and television




Boston is the largest broadcasting market in New England, with the radio market being the 11th largest in the United States.[243] Several major AM[image: External link] stations include talk radio[image: External link] WRKO[image: External link], sports[image: External link]/talk station WEEI[image: External link], and CBS Radio[image: External link] WBZ[image: External link].[244] WBZ (AM) broadcasts a news radio[image: External link] format. A variety of commercial FM[image: External link] radio formats[image: External link] serve the area, as do NPR[image: External link] stations WBUR[image: External link] and WGBH[image: External link]. College and university radio stations include WERS[image: External link] (Emerson), WHRB[image: External link] (Harvard), WUMB[image: External link] (UMass Boston), WMBR[image: External link] (MIT), WZBC[image: External link] (Boston College), WMFO[image: External link] (Tufts University), WBRS[image: External link] (Brandeis University), WTBU[image: External link] (Boston University, campus and web only), WRBB[image: External link] (Northeastern University) and WMLN-FM[image: External link] (Curry College).

The Boston television DMA[image: External link], which also includes Manchester, New Hampshire[image: External link], is the 8th largest in the United States.[245] The city is served by stations representing every major American network[image: External link], including WBZ-TV[image: External link] 4 and its sister station WSBK-TV[image: External link] 38 (the former a CBS[image: External link] O&O[image: External link], the latter an MyNetwork TV[image: External link] affiliate), WCVB-TV[image: External link] 5 and its sister station WMUR-TV[image: External link] 9 (both ABC), WHDH[image: External link] 7 and its sister station WLVI[image: External link] 56 (the former an independent station[image: External link], the latter a CW[image: External link] affiliate), WBTS-LD[image: External link] 8 (a NBC[image: External link] O&O), and WFXT[image: External link] 25 ( Fox[image: External link]). The city is also home to PBS[image: External link] member station WGBH-TV[image: External link] 2, a major producer of PBS programs,[246] which also operates WGBX[image: External link] 44. Spanish-language television networks, including Azteca[image: External link] ( WFXZ-CD[image: External link] 24), Univision[image: External link] ( WUNI[image: External link] 27), Telemundo[image: External link] ( WNEU[image: External link] 60, a sister station to WBTS-LD), and UniMás[image: External link] ( WUTF-DT[image: External link] 66), have a presence in the region, with WNEU[image: External link] and WUTF[image: External link] serving as network owned-and-operated stations[image: External link]. Most of the area's television stations have their transmitters in nearby Needham[image: External link] and Newton[image: External link] along the Route 128 corridor[image: External link].[247] Six Boston television stations are carried by Canadian satellite television provider Bell TV and by cable television providers in Canada.
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 Film




See also: List of movies filmed in Boston[image: External link]


Films have been made in Boston since as early as 1903, and it continues to be both a popular setting and a popular site for location shooting.[248][249]
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 Healthcare




See also: List of hospitals in Boston[image: External link]


The Longwood Medical and Academic Area[image: External link], adjacent to the Fenway district, is home to a large number of medical and research facilities, including Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center[image: External link], Brigham and Women's Hospital[image: External link], Children's Hospital Boston[image: External link], Dana-Farber Cancer Institute[image: External link], Harvard Medical School[image: External link], Joslin Diabetes Center[image: External link], and the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences[image: External link].[250] Prominent medical facilities, including Massachusetts General Hospital[image: External link], Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary[image: External link] and Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital[image: External link] are located in the Beacon Hill area. St. Elizabeth's Medical Center[image: External link] is in Brighton Center of the city's Brighton neighborhood. New England Baptist Hospital[image: External link] is in Mission Hill. The city has Veterans Affairs medical centers[image: External link] in the Jamaica Plain and West Roxbury neighborhoods.[251] The Boston Public Health Commission[image: External link], an agency of the Massachusetts government, oversees health concerns for city residents.[252] Boston EMS[image: External link] provides pre-hospital emergency medical services to residents and visitors.

Many of Boston's medical facilities are associated with universities. The facilities in the Longwood Medical and Academic Area and in Massachusetts General Hospital are affiliated with Harvard Medical School[image: External link].[253] Tufts Medical Center[image: External link] (formerly Tufts-New England Medical Center), located in the southern portion of the Chinatown neighborhood, is affiliated with Tufts University School of Medicine[image: External link]. Boston Medical Center[image: External link], located in the South End neighborhood, is the primary teaching facility for the Boston University School of Medicine[image: External link] as well as the largest trauma center in the Boston area;[254] it was formed by the merger of Boston University Hospital and Boston City Hospital, which was the first municipal hospital in the United States.[255]
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Main article: Infrastructure in Boston[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in Boston[image: External link]


Logan Airport[image: External link], located in East Boston[image: External link] and operated by the Massachusetts Port Authority (Massport)[image: External link], is Boston's principal airport.[257] Nearby general aviation[image: External link] airports are Beverly Municipal Airport[image: External link] to the north, Hanscom Field[image: External link] to the west, and Norwood Memorial Airport[image: External link] to the south. Massport also operates several major facilities within the Port of Boston[image: External link], including a cruise ship terminal[image: External link] and facilities to handle bulk and container cargo in South Boston[image: External link], and other facilities in Charlestown[image: External link] and East Boston[image: External link].[258]

Downtown Boston's streets grew organically, so they do not form a planned grid[image: External link],[259] unlike those in later-developed Back Bay[image: External link], East Boston[image: External link], the South End[image: External link], and South Boston[image: External link]. Boston is the eastern terminus of I-90[image: External link], which in Massachusetts runs along the Massachusetts Turnpike[image: External link]. The elevated portion of the Central Artery[image: External link], which carried most of the through traffic in downtown Boston, was replaced with the O'Neill Tunnel[image: External link] during the Big Dig[image: External link], substantially completed[image: External link] in early 2006.

With nearly a third of Bostonians using public transit for their commute to work, Boston has the fifth-highest rate of public transit usage in the country[image: External link].[260] Boston's subway system, the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority[image: External link] (MBTA—known as the "T") operates the oldest underground rapid transit system in the Americas[image: External link], and is the fourth-busiest rapid transit system in the country[image: External link],[19] with 65.5 miles (105 km) of track on four lines.[261] The MBTA also operates busy bus and commuter rail networks, and water shuttles.[261]

Amtrak[image: External link]'s Northeast Corridor[image: External link] and Chicago lines originate at South Station[image: External link], which serves as a major intermodal transportation[image: External link] hub, and stop at Back Bay[image: External link]. Fast Northeast Corridor trains, which serve New York City, Washington, D.C., and points in between, also stop at Route 128 Station[image: External link] in the southwestern suburbs of Boston.[262] Meanwhile, Amtrak's Downeaster[image: External link] service to Maine[image: External link] originates at North Station[image: External link],[263] despite the current lack of a dedicated passenger rail link[image: External link] between the two railhubs, other than the "T" subway lines.

Nicknamed "The Walking City", Boston hosts more pedestrian commuters than do other comparably populated cities. Owing to factors such as the compactness of the city and large student population, 13 percent of the population commutes by foot, making it the highest percentage of pedestrian commuters in the country[image: External link] out of the major American cities.[264] In 2011, Walk Score[image: External link] ranked Boston the third most walkable city in the United States.[265][266] As of 2015, Walk Score still ranks Boston as the third most walkable US city, with a Walk Score of 80, a Transit Score of 75, and a Bike Score of 70.[267]

Between 1999 and 2006, Bicycling[image: External link] magazine named Boston three times as one of the worst cities in the US for cycling;[268] regardless, it has one of the highest rates of bicycle commuting.[269] In 2008, as a consequence of improvements made to bicycling conditions within the city, the same magazine put Boston on its "Five for the Future" list as a "Future Best City" for biking,[270][271] and Boston's bicycle commuting percentage increased from 1% in 2000 to 2.1% in 2009.[272] The bikeshare program called Hubway[image: External link] launched in late July 2011,[273] logging more than 140,000 rides before the close of its first season.[274] The neighboring municipalities of Cambridge[image: External link], Somerville[image: External link], and Brookline[image: External link] joined the Hubway program in the summer of 2012.[275] In 2016, there are 1,461 bikes and 158 docking stations across the city.[276] PBSC Urban Solutions[image: External link] provides bicycles and technology for this bike-sharing system[image: External link].[277]
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 Notable people




Main article: List of people from Boston[image: External link]
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 Twin towns and Sister cities




Main article: Sister cities of Boston[image: External link]


Boston has nine official sister cities as recognized by Sister Cities International[image: External link].[278]



	City
	Country
	Since
	References



	Kyoto[image: External link]
	Japan[image: External link]
	1959
	[279]



	Strasbourg[image: External link]
	France[image: External link]
	1960
	[280][281]



	Barcelona[image: External link]
	Spain[image: External link]
	1980
	[282][283]



	Hangzhou[image: External link]
	China[image: External link]
	1982
	[278]



	Padua[image: External link]
	Italy[image: External link]
	1983
	[284]



	Melbourne[image: External link]
	Australia[image: External link]
	1985
	
[285]





	Taipei[image: External link]
	Taiwan[image: External link]
	1996
	[286]



	Sekondi-Takoradi[image: External link]
	Ghana[image: External link]
	2001
	[278]



	Belfast[image: External link]
	United Kingdom[image: External link]
	2014
	[287]




Boston has less formal friendship or partnership relationships with three additional cities.



	City
	Country
	Since
	References



	Boston, Lincolnshire[image: External link]
	United Kingdom[image: External link]
	1999
	[288][289][290]



	Haifa[image: External link]
	Israel[image: External link]
	1999
	[291]



	Valladolid[image: External link]
	Spain[image: External link]
	2007
	[292]
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 See also





	
Boston City League[image: External link] (high school athletic conference)

	Boston nicknames[image: External link]

	Boston–Halifax relations[image: External link]

	List of diplomatic missions in Boston[image: External link]

	List of people from Boston[image: External link]

	List of tallest buildings in Boston[image: External link]

	National Register of Historic Places listings in Boston, Massachusetts[image: External link]

	Boston bid for the 2024 Summer Olympics[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ On the New Style[image: External link] (modern) calendar, anniversaries fall on September 17.


	
^ On the New Style[image: External link] (modern) calendar, anniversaries of the original Old Style date fall on September 17.


	
^ The average number of days with a low at or below freezing is 94.


	
^ Seasonal snowfall accumulation has ranged from 9.0 in (22.9 cm) in 1936–37 to 110.6 in (2.81 m) in 2014–15.


	
^ Mean monthly maxima and minima (i.e. the expected highest and lowest temperature readings at any point during the year or given month) calculated based on data at said location from 1981 to 2010.


	
^ Official records for Boston were kept at downtown from January 1872 to December 1935, and at Logan Airport (KBOS) since January 1936.[106]
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Massachusetts






This article is about the U.S. state. For other uses, see Massachusetts (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Massachusetts i[image: External link]/,maese'tSu:sts /[image: External link] mass-ə-CHOO -sits[image: External link] or /,maese'tSu:zts /[image: External link] mass-ə-CHOO -zits[image: External link]; officially the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, is the most populous state[image: External link] in the New England[image: External link] region of the northeastern United States[image: External link]. It is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean[image: External link] to the east, the states of Connecticut[image: External link] and Rhode Island[image: External link] to the south, New Hampshire[image: External link] and Vermont[image: External link] to the north, and New York[image: External link] to the west. The state is named for the Massachusett[image: External link] tribe, which once inhabited the area. The capital of Massachusetts and the most populous city in New England is Boston. Over 80% of Massachusetts' population lives in the Greater Boston[image: External link] metropolitan area, a region influential upon American history[image: External link], academia[image: External link], and industry[image: External link].[42] Originally dependent on agriculture, fishing and trade,[43] Massachusetts was transformed into a manufacturing center during the Industrial Revolution[image: External link].[44] During the 20th century, Massachusetts' economy shifted from manufacturing to services.[45] Modern Massachusetts is a global leader in biotechnology[image: External link], engineering[image: External link], higher education[image: External link], finance[image: External link], and maritime trade[image: External link].[46]

Plymouth[image: External link] was the site of the first colony in New England, founded in 1620 by the Pilgrims[image: External link], passengers of the Mayflower[image: External link]. In 1692, the town of Salem[image: External link] and surrounding areas experienced one of America's most infamous cases of mass hysteria[image: External link], the Salem witch trials[image: External link].[47] In 1777, General Henry Knox[image: External link] founded the Springfield Armory[image: External link], which during the Industrial Revolution[image: External link] catalyzed numerous important technological advances, including interchangeable parts[image: External link].[48] In 1786, Shays' Rebellion[image: External link], a populist revolt led by disaffected American Revolutionary War[image: External link] veterans, influenced the United States Constitutional Convention[image: External link].[49] In the 18th century, the Protestant First Great Awakening[image: External link], which swept the Atlantic World[image: External link], originated from the pulpit of Northampton[image: External link] preacher Jonathan Edwards[image: External link].[50] In the late 18th century, Boston became known as the "Cradle of Liberty"[51] for the agitation there that led to the American Revolution[image: External link].

The entire Commonwealth of Massachusetts has played a powerful commercial and cultural role in the history of the United States[image: External link]. Before the American Civil War[image: External link], Massachusetts was a center for the abolitionist[image: External link], temperance[image: External link],[52] and transcendentalist[image: External link][53] movements.[54] In the late 19th century, the sports of basketball[image: External link] and volleyball[image: External link] were invented in the western Massachusetts cities of Springfield[image: External link] and Holyoke[image: External link], respectively.[55][56] In 2004, Massachusetts became the first U.S. state to legally recognize same-sex marriage[image: External link] as a result of the decision in Goodridge v. Department of Public Health[image: External link] by the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court[image: External link].[57] Many prominent American political dynasties have hailed from the state, including the Adams[image: External link] and Kennedy[image: External link] families. Harvard University[image: External link] in Cambridge[image: External link] is the oldest institution of higher learning in the United States[image: External link],[58] with the largest financial endowment[image: External link] of any university,[59] and Harvard Law School[image: External link] has educated a contemporaneous majority of Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link].[60] Kendall Square[image: External link] in Cambridge has been called "the most innovative square mile on the planet", in reference to the high concentration of entrepreneurial[image: External link] start-ups[image: External link] and quality of innovation which have emerged in the vicinity of the square since 2010.[61][62] Both Harvard University[image: External link] and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link], also in Cambridge[image: External link], have been ranked among the most highly regarded academic institutions[image: External link] in the world.[63] Massachusetts' public school students place among the top nations in the world in academic performance.[64]
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 Etymology




The Massachusetts Bay Colony[image: External link] was named after the indigenous population, the Massachusett[image: External link], likely derived from a Wôpanâak word muswach8sut, segmented as mus(ây) "big" + wach8 "mountain" + -s "diminutive" + -ut "locative."[65] It has been translated as "near the great hill",[66] "by the blue hills", "at the little big hill", or "at the range of hills", referring to the Blue Hills[image: External link], or in particular the Great Blue Hill[image: External link] which is located on the boundary of Milton[image: External link] and Canton[image: External link].[67][68] Alternatively, Massachusett has been represented as Moswetuset—from the name of the Moswetuset Hummock[image: External link] (meaning "hill shaped like an arrowhead") in Quincy[image: External link], where Plymouth Colony[image: External link] commander Myles Standish[image: External link], hired English military officer, and Squanto[image: External link], part of the now disappeared Patuxet band[image: External link] of the Wampanoag peoples[image: External link], met Chief Chickatawbut[image: External link] in 1621.[69][70]

The official name of the state is the " Commonwealth[image: External link] of Massachusetts".[71] While this designation is part of the state's official name, it has no practical implications.[72] Massachusetts has the same position and powers within the United States as other states.[73]
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 History




Main article: History of Massachusetts[image: External link]


See also: Plymouth Colony[image: External link] and Massachusetts Bay Colony[image: External link]
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 Pre-colonization




Massachusetts was originally inhabited by tribes of the Algonquian language family[image: External link] such as the Wampanoag[image: External link], Narragansett[image: External link], Nipmuc[image: External link], Pocomtuc[image: External link], Mahican[image: External link], and Massachusett[image: External link].[74][75] While cultivation of crops like squash[image: External link] and corn[image: External link] supplemented their diets, these tribes were generally dependent on hunting, gathering and fishing for most of their food supply.[74] Villages consisted of lodges called wigwams[image: External link] as well as longhouses[image: External link],[75] and tribes were led by male or female elders known as sachems[image: External link].[76]
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In the early 1600s, after contact had been made with Europeans[image: External link], large numbers of the indigenous peoples[image: External link] in the northeast of what is now the United States were killed by virgin soil epidemics[image: External link] such as smallpox[image: External link], measles[image: External link], influenza[image: External link], and perhaps leptospirosis[image: External link].[77][78] Between 1617 and 1619, smallpox killed approximately 90% of the Massachusetts Bay[image: External link] Native Americans[image: External link].[79]

The first English settlers in Massachusetts, the Pilgrims, arrived via the Mayflower[image: External link][80] at Plymouth[image: External link] in 1620, and developed friendly relations with the native Wampanoag people[image: External link].[81] This was the second successful permanent English colony[image: External link] in the part of North America that later became the United States, after the Jamestown Colony[image: External link]. The event known as the "First Thanksgiving"[image: External link] was celebrated by the Pilgrims after their first harvest in the New World[image: External link] which lasted for three days. The Pilgrims were soon followed by other Puritans, who established the Massachusetts Bay Colony[image: External link] at present-day Boston in 1630.[82]

The Puritans, who believed the Church of England[image: External link] needed to be purified and experienced harassment from English authority because of their beliefs,[83] came to Massachusetts with the goal of establishing an ideal religious society.[84] Unlike the Plymouth colony, the bay colony was founded under a royal charter in 1629.[85] Both religious dissent and expansionism resulted in several new colonies being founded shortly after Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay elsewhere in New England. The Massachusetts Bay banished dissenters such as Anne Hutchinson[image: External link] and Roger Williams[image: External link] due to religious and political disagreements. In 1636, Williams founded the colony of Rhode Island[image: External link] and Hutchinson joined him there several years later. Religious intolerance continued. Among those who objected to this later in the century were the English Quaker preachers Alice and Thomas Curwen[image: External link], who were publicly flogged and imprisoned in Boston in 1676.[86][87]

In 1641, Massachusetts expanded inland significantly, acquiring the Connecticut River Valley[image: External link] settlement of Springfield[image: External link], which had recently disputed with, and defected from its original administrators, the Connecticut Colony[image: External link].[88] This established Massachusetts' southern border in the west,[89] though surveying problems resulted in disputed territory[image: External link] until 1803–04.[90]

In 1691, the colonies of Massachusetts Bay and Plymouth were united (along with present-day Maine[image: External link], which had previously been divided between Massachusetts and New York[image: External link]) into the Province of Massachusetts Bay[image: External link].[91] Shortly after the arrival of the new province's first governor, William Phips[image: External link], the Salem witch trials[image: External link] took place, where a number of men and women were hanged for alleged witchcraft[image: External link].[92]

The most destructive earthquake[image: External link] yet known in New England[image: External link] occurred in 1755, causing considerable damage across Massachusetts.[93][94]
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 The Revolutionary War




Massachusetts was a center of the movement for independence from Great Britain[image: External link]; colonists in Massachusetts had long uneasy relations with the British monarchy, including open rebellion under the Dominion of New England[image: External link] in the 1680s.[91] Protests against British attempts to tax the colonies after the French and Indian War[image: External link] ended in 1763 led to the Boston Massacre[image: External link] in 1770, and the 1773 Boston Tea Party[image: External link] escalated tensions.[95] In 1774, the Intolerable Acts[image: External link] targeted Massachusetts with punishments for the Boston Tea Party and further decreased local autonomy, increasing local dissent.[96] Anti-Parliamentary activity by men such as Samuel Adams[image: External link] and John Hancock[image: External link], followed by reprisals by the British government, were a primary reason for the unity of the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link] and the outbreak of the American Revolution[image: External link] in 1775.[97]

The Battles of Lexington and Concord[image: External link] initiated the American Revolutionary War[image: External link] and were fought in the eponymous Massachusetts towns.[98] Future President George Washington[image: External link] took over what would become the Continental Army after the battle. His first victory was the Siege of Boston[image: External link] in the winter of 1775–76, after which the British were forced to evacuate the city.[99] The event is still celebrated in Suffolk County[image: External link] as Evacuation Day[image: External link].[100] On the coast, Salem became a center for privateering[image: External link]. Although the documentation is incomplete, about 1700 letterss of marque[image: External link], issued on a per-voyage basis, were granted during the American Revolution. Nearly 800 vessels were commissioned as privateers and are credited with capturing or destroying about 600 British ships.[101]
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 Federal period




Bostonian John Adams[image: External link], known as the "Atlas of Independence",[102] was an important figure in both the struggle for independence as well as the formation of the new United States. Adams was highly involved in the push for separation from Britain and the writing of the Constitution of Massachusetts[image: External link] in 1780 which, in the Elizabeth Freeman[image: External link] and Quock Walker[image: External link] cases, effectively made Massachusetts the first state to have a constitution that declared universal rights and, as interpreted by Supreme Judicial Court Chief Justice William Cushing[image: External link], abolished slavery. David McCullough points out that an equally important feature was its placing for the first time the courts as a co-equal branch separate from the executive.[103] The Constitution of Vermont[image: External link], adopted in 1777, represented the first partial ban on slavery. Vermont became a state in 1791 but did not fully ban slavery until 1858 with the Vermont Personal Liberty Law. The Pennsylvania Gradual Abolition Act of 1780[104] made Pennsylvania the first state to abolish slavery by statute. Later, Adams was active in early American foreign affairs and succeeded Washington as the second United States President. His son John Quincy Adams[image: External link], also from Massachusetts,[105] would go on to become the sixth United States President.

From 1786 to 1787, an armed uprising, known as Shays' Rebellion[image: External link] led by Revolutionary War veteran Daniel Shays[image: External link] wrought havoc throughout Massachusetts and ultimately attempted to seize the Federal armory[image: External link].[49] The rebellion was one of the major factors in the decision to draft a stronger national constitution to replace the Articles of Confederation[image: External link].[49] On February 6, 1788, Massachusetts became the sixth state to ratify the United States Constitution[image: External link].[106]
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 19th century




In 1820, Maine[image: External link] separated from Massachusetts and entered the Union as the 23rd state as a result of the ratification of the Missouri Compromise[image: External link].[107]

During the 19th century, Massachusetts became a national leader in the American Industrial Revolution[image: External link], with factories around cities such as Lowell[image: External link] and Boston producing textiles and shoes, and factories around Springfield producing tools, paper, and textiles.[108][109] The economy transformed from one based primarily on agriculture to an industrial one, initially making use of water-power and later the steam engine[image: External link] to power factories. Canals and railroads were used for transporting raw materials and finished goods.[110] At first, the new industries drew labor from Yankees[image: External link] on nearby subsistence farms, and later relied upon immigrant labor[image: External link] from Europe and Canada.[111][112]

In the years leading up to the American Civil War[image: External link], Massachusetts was a center of progressivist[image: External link] and abolitionist[image: External link] activity. Horace Mann[image: External link] made the state's school system a national model.[113] Henry David Thoreau[image: External link] and Ralph Waldo Emerson[image: External link] made major contributions to American philosophy.[114] Members of the transcendentalist movement[image: External link] emphasized the importance of the natural world and emotion to humanity.[114]

Although significant opposition to abolitionism existed early on in Massachusetts, resulting in anti-abolitionist riots between 1835 and 1837,[115] opposition to slavery gradually increased throughout the next few decades.[116][117] Abolitionists John Brown[image: External link] and Sojourner Truth[image: External link] lived in Springfield and Northampton, respectively, while Frederick Douglass[image: External link] lived in Boston and Susan B. Anthony[image: External link] in Adams, Massachusetts. The works of such abolitionists contributed to Massachusetts' actions during the Civil War. Massachusetts was the first state to recruit, train, and arm a Black[image: External link] regiment with White[image: External link] officers, the 54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment[image: External link].[118] In 1852, Massachusetts became the first state to pass compulsory education[image: External link] laws.[119]

Alexander Graham Bell[image: External link] is commonly credited as the inventor of the first practical telephone[image: External link]. On March 10, 1876 at Boston University[image: External link], he was able to communicate with his assistant Thomas A. Watson[image: External link] in the next room.
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 20th century




With the exodus of several manufacturing companies, the area's industrial economy began to decline during the early 20th century. By the 1920s, competition from the South and Midwest, followed by the Great Depression[image: External link], led to the collapse of the three main industries in Massachusetts: textiles, shoemaking, and precision mechanics.[120] This decline would continue into the later half of the century; between 1950 and 1979, the number of Massachusetts residents involved in textile manufacturing declined from 264,000 to 63,000.[121] The 1969 closure of the Springfield Armory[image: External link], in particular, spurred an exodus of high-paying jobs from Western Massachusetts, which suffered greatly as it de-industrialized during the last 40 years of the 20th century.[122]

Massachusetts manufactured 3.4 percent of total United States military armaments produced during World War II[image: External link], ranking tenth among the 48 states.[123] In Eastern Massachusetts, following World War II, the economy was transformed from one based on heavy industry into a service-based economy.[124] Government contracts, private investment, and research facilities led to a new and improved industrial climate, with reduced unemployment and increased per capita income. Suburbanization flourished, and by the 1970s, the Route 128[image: External link] corridor was dotted with high-technology[image: External link] companies who recruited graduates of the area's many elite institutions of higher education.[125]

The Kennedy family[image: External link] was prominent in Massachusetts politics in the 20th century. Children of businessman and ambassador Joseph P. Kennedy Sr.[image: External link] included John F. Kennedy[image: External link], who was a senator and US president before his assassination[image: External link] in 1963, Robert F. Kennedy[image: External link], who was a senator, US attorney general, and presidential candidate before his assassination[image: External link] in 1968, Ted Kennedy[image: External link], a senator from 1962 until his death in 2009,[126] and Eunice Kennedy Shriver[image: External link], a co-founder of the Special Olympics[image: External link].[127] In 1966, Massachusetts became the first state to popularly elect an African American to the US senate with Edward Brooke[image: External link].[128] George H. W. Bush[image: External link], 41st President of the United States (1989–1993) was born in Milton[image: External link] in 1924.[129]

In 1987, the state received federal funding for the Central Artery/Tunnel Project. Commonly known as "the Big Dig[image: External link]", it was, at the time, the biggest federal highway project ever approved.[130] The project included making the Central Artery[image: External link] a tunnel under downtown Boston, in addition to the re-routing of several other major highways.[131] Often controversial, with numerous claims of graft and mismanagement, and with its initial price tag of $2.5 billion increasing to a final tally of over $15 billion, the Big Dig has nonetheless changed the face of Downtown Boston.[130] It has connected areas that were once divided by elevated highway (much of the raised old Central Artery was replaced with the Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway[image: External link]), and improved traffic conditions along a number of routes.[130][131] Additionally, Massachusetts has had a diplomatic relationship with the Japanese prefecture of Hokkaido[image: External link] since 1988.[132]
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 21st century




On May 17, 2004, Massachusetts became the first state in the U.S. to legalize same-sex marriage[image: External link] after a Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court ruling in November 2003 determined that the exclusion of same-sex couples from the right to a civil marriage was unconstitutional.[57] This decision was eventually superseded by the U.S. Supreme Court's affirmation of same-sex marriage in the United States[image: External link] in 2015.

Two pressure cooker bombs[image: External link] exploded near the finish line of the Boston Marathon[image: External link] on April 15, 2013, at around 2:49 pm EDT[image: External link]. The explosions killed three civilians and injured an estimated 264 others. The Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link] (FBI) later identified the suspects as brothers Dzhokhar Tsarnaev[image: External link] and Tamerlan Tsarnaev[image: External link]. The ensuing manhunt[image: External link] ended on April 19 when thousands of law enforcement officers searched a 20-block area of nearby Watertown[image: External link]. Dzhokhar later said that he was motivated by extremist Islamic[image: External link] beliefs and learned to build explosive devices from an Inspire[image: External link], the online magazine of al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula[image: External link].

On November 8, 2016, Massachusetts voted in favor of The Massachusetts Marijuana Legalization Initiative[image: External link], also known as Question 4.[133] It was included in the United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link] ballot in Massachusetts as an indirectly initiated state statute.[134]
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 Geography




Main articles: Geography of Massachusetts[image: External link] and Geology of New England[image: External link]


Massachusetts is the 7th smallest[image: External link] state in the United States. It is located in the New England[image: External link] region of the northeastern United States and has an area of 10,555 square miles (27,340 km2), 25.7% of which is water. Several large bays[image: External link] distinctly shape its coast. Boston is the largest city, at the inmost point of Massachusetts Bay[image: External link], and the mouth of the Charles River[image: External link].

Despite its small size, Massachusetts features numerous topographically[image: External link] distinctive regions. The large coastal plain[image: External link] of the Atlantic Ocean in the eastern section of the state contains Greater Boston[image: External link], along with most of the state's population,[42] as well as the distinctive Cape Cod[image: External link] peninsula[image: External link]. To the west lies the hilly, rural region of Central Massachusetts[image: External link], and beyond that, the Connecticut River Valley[image: External link]. Along the western border of Western Massachusetts[image: External link] lies the highest elevated part of the state, the Berkshires[image: External link].

The U.S. National Park Service[image: External link] administers a number of natural and historical sites in Massachusetts[image: External link].[135] Along with twelve national historic sites, areas, and corridors, the National Park Service also manages the Cape Cod National Seashore[image: External link] and the Boston Harbor Islands National Recreation Area[image: External link].[135] In addition, the Department of Conservation and Recreation[image: External link] maintains a number of parks[image: External link], trails, and beaches throughout Massachusetts.[136]
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 Ecology




The primary biome[image: External link] of inland Massachusetts is temperate deciduous forest[image: External link].[137] Although much of Massachusetts had been cleared for agriculture, leaving only traces of old-growth forest[image: External link] in isolated pockets, secondary growth has regenerated in many rural areas as farms have been abandoned.[138] Currently, forests cover around 62% of Massachusetts.[139] The areas most affected by human development include the Greater Boston area in the east and the Springfield metropolitan area in the west, although the latter includes agricultural areas throughout the Connecticut River Valley.[140] There are currently 219 endangered species[image: External link] in Massachusetts.[141]

A number of species are doing well in the increasingly urbanized Massachusetts. Peregrine falcons[image: External link] utilize office towers in larger cities as nesting areas,[142] and the population of coyotes[image: External link], whose diet may include garbage and roadkill, has been increasing in recent decades.[143] White-tailed deer[image: External link], raccoons[image: External link], wild turkeys[image: External link], and eastern gray squirrels[image: External link] are also found throughout Massachusetts. In more rural areas in the western part of Massachusetts, larger mammals such as moose[image: External link] and black bears[image: External link] have returned, largely due to reforestation following the regional decline in agriculture.[144]

Massachusetts is located along the Atlantic Flyway[image: External link], a major route for migratory waterfowl[image: External link] along the eastern coast.[145] Lakes in central Massachusetts provide habitat for many species of fish and waterfowl, but some species such as the common loon[image: External link] are becoming rare.[146] A significant population of long-tailed ducks[image: External link] winter off Nantucket[image: External link]. Small offshore islands and beaches are home to roseate terns[image: External link] and are important breeding areas for the locally threatened piping plover[image: External link].[147] Protected areas such as the Monomoy National Wildlife Refuge[image: External link] provide critical breeding habitat for shorebirds and a variety of marine wildlife including a large population of grey seals[image: External link].

Freshwater fish species in Massachusetts include bass[image: External link], carp[image: External link], catfish[image: External link], and trout[image: External link], while saltwater species such as Atlantic cod[image: External link], haddock[image: External link], and American lobster[image: External link] populate offshore waters.[148] Other marine species include Harbor seals[image: External link], the endangered North Atlantic right whales[image: External link], as well as humpback whales[image: External link], fin whales[image: External link], minke whales[image: External link], and Atlantic white-sided dolphins[image: External link].
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 Climate




Most of Massachusetts has a humid continental[image: External link], with cold winters and warm summers. Far southeast coastal areas are the broad transition zone to temperate climates (humid subtropical climate in some classifications). The warm to hot summers render the oceanic climate[image: External link] rare in this transition, only applying to exposed coastal areas such as on the peninsula of Barnstable County[image: External link]. The climate of Boston is quite representative for the commonwealth, characterized by summer highs of around 81 °F (27 °C) and winter highs of 35 °F (2 °C), and is quite wet. Frosts are frequent all winter, even in coastal areas due to prevailing inland winds. Due to its location near the Atlantic[image: External link], Massachusetts is vulnerable to hurricanes and tropical storms[image: External link].



	Average daily maximum and minimum temperatures for selected cities in Massachusetts



	Location
	July (°F)
	July (°C)
	January (°F)
	January (°C)



	Boston
	81/65
	27/18
	36/22
	2/–5



	Worcester[image: External link]
	79/61
	26/16
	31/17
	0/–8



	Springfield[image: External link]
	84/62
	27/17
	34/17
	1/–8



	New Bedford[image: External link]
	80/65
	26/18
	37/23
	3/–4



	Quincy[image: External link]
	80/61
	26/16
	33/18
	1/–7



	Plymouth[image: External link]
	80/61
	27/16
	38/20
	3/–6
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 Demographics




Main articles: Demographics of Massachusetts[image: External link] and List of people from Massachusetts[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1790[image: External link]
	378,787
	
	—



	1800[image: External link]
	422,845
	
	11.6%



	1810[image: External link]
	472,040
	
	11.6%



	1820[image: External link]
	523,287
	
	10.9%



	1830[image: External link]
	610,408
	
	16.6%



	1840[image: External link]
	737,699
	
	20.9%



	1850[image: External link]
	994,514
	
	34.8%



	1860[image: External link]
	1,231,066
	
	23.8%



	1870[image: External link]
	1,457,351
	
	18.4%



	1880[image: External link]
	1,783,085
	
	22.4%



	1890[image: External link]
	2,238,947
	
	25.6%



	1900[image: External link]
	2,805,346
	
	25.3%



	1910[image: External link]
	3,366,416
	
	20.0%



	1920[image: External link]
	3,852,356
	
	14.4%



	1930[image: External link]
	4,249,614
	
	10.3%



	1940[image: External link]
	4,316,721
	
	1.6%



	1950[image: External link]
	4,690,514
	
	8.7%



	1960[image: External link]
	5,148,578
	
	9.8%



	1970[image: External link]
	5,689,170
	
	10.5%



	1980[image: External link]
	5,737,037
	
	0.8%



	1990[image: External link]
	6,016,425
	
	4.9%



	2000[image: External link]
	6,349,097
	
	5.5%



	2010[image: External link]
	6,547,629
	
	3.1%



	Est. 2016
	6,811,779
	
	4.0%



	[150][151][152][153]




The United States Census Bureau[image: External link] estimated that the population of Massachusetts was 6,794,422 on July 1, 2015, a 3.77% increase since the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[150]

As of 2014, Massachusetts was estimated to be the third[image: External link] most densely populated U.S. state, with 839.4 people per square mile,[150] behind New Jersey[image: External link] and Rhode Island[image: External link]. In 2014, Massachusetts had 1,011,811 foreign-born residents or 15% of the population.[150]

Most Bay State residents live within the Boston Metropolitan Area, also known as Greater Boston[image: External link], which includes Boston and its proximate surroundings but also extending to Greater Lowell[image: External link] and to Worcester[image: External link]. The Springfield metropolitan area[image: External link], also known as Greater Springfield, is also a major center of population. Demographically, the center of population[image: External link] of Massachusetts is located in the town of Natick[image: External link].[154][155]

Like the rest of the northeastern United States[image: External link], the population of Massachusetts has continued to grow in the past few decades. Massachusetts is the fastest growing state in New England[image: External link] and the 25th fastest growing state in the United States.[156] Population growth was largely due to a relatively high quality of life and a large higher education system in the state.[156]

Foreign immigration is also a factor in the state's population growth, causing the state's population to continue to grow as of the 2010 Census[image: External link] (particularly in Massachusetts gateway cities[image: External link] where costs of living are lower).[157][158] 40% of foreign immigrants were from Central[image: External link] or South America[image: External link], according to a 2005 Census Bureau study, with many of the remainder from Asia[image: External link]. Many residents who have settled in Greater Springfield claim Puerto Rican[image: External link] descent.[157] Many areas of Massachusetts showed relatively stable population trends between 2000 and 2010.[158] Exurban[image: External link] Boston and coastal areas grew the most rapidly, while Berkshire County[image: External link] in far Western Massachusetts[image: External link] and Barnstable County on Cape Cod[image: External link] were the only counties to lose population as of the 2010 Census[image: External link].[158]

By gender, 48.4% were male and 51.6% were female in 2014. In terms of age, 79.2% were over 18 years old and 14.8% were over 65 years old.[150]
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 Race and ancestry




As of 2014, in terms of race and ethnicity, Massachusetts was 83.2% White (73.7% Non-Hispanic White[image: External link]), 8.8% Black[image: External link] or African American, 0.5% Native American[image: External link] and Alaska Native[image: External link], 6.3% Asian American, <0.1% Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, 2.1% from Some Other Race, and 3.1% from Two or More Races. Hispanics[image: External link] and Latinos of any race made up 11.2% of the population.[150]

The state's most populous ethnic group, non-Hispanic white, has declined from 95.4% in 1970 to 73.7% in 2014.[150][160] As of 2011, non-Hispanic whites were involved in 63.6% of all the births,[161] while 36.4% of the population of Massachusetts younger than age 1 was minorities (meaning that they had at least one parent who was not non-Hispanic white).[162]

As late as 1795, the population of Massachusetts was nearly 95% of English ancestry.[163] During the early and mid 19th century, immigrant groups began arriving in Massachusetts in large numbers; first from Ireland in the 1840s;[164] today the Irish and part-Irish are the largest ancestry group in the state at nearly 25% of the total population. Others arrived later from Quebec as well as places in Europe such as Italy, Portugal, and Poland.[165] In the early 20th century, a number of African Americans migrated to Massachusetts[image: External link], although in somewhat fewer numbers than many other Northern states.[166] Later in the 20th century, immigration from Latin America increased considerably. Over 156,000 Chinese Americans[image: External link] made their home in Massachusetts in 2014,[167] and Boston hosts a growing Chinatown[image: External link] accommodating heavily traveled Chinese-owned bus lines[image: External link] to and from Chinatown, Manhattan[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link]. Massachusetts also has large Puerto Rican[image: External link], Dominican[image: External link], Haitian[image: External link], Cape Verdean[image: External link] and Brazilian[image: External link] populations. Boston's South End[image: External link] and Jamaica Plain[image: External link] are both gay villages[image: External link], as is nearby Provincetown, Massachusetts[image: External link] on Cape Cod.

The largest ancestry group in Massachusetts are the Irish[image: External link] (22.5% of the population), who live in significant numbers throughout the state but form more than 40% of the population along the South Shore in Norfolk and Plymouth counties (in both counties overall, Irish-Americans comprise more than 30% of the population). Italians form the second largest ethnic group in the state (13.5%), but only form a plurality in some suburbs north of Boston and a few towns in the Berkshires. English[image: External link] is the third largest ancestry in Massachusetts (11.4%), and have lived in the region the longest but only form a plurality in some towns in western Massachusetts. French[image: External link] people also form a significant part of the state's population (8%), and they primarily live in the hills of Worcester County.[168] Lowell[image: External link] is home to the second-largest Cambodian[image: External link] community of the nation.[169] There are also several populations[image: External link] of Native Americans[image: External link] in Massachusetts, the Wampanoag[image: External link] tribe maintains reservations at Aquinnah[image: External link] on Martha's Vineyard and at Mashpee[image: External link] on Cape Cod—with an ongoing native language revival project underway[image: External link] since 1993; while the Nipmuc[image: External link] maintain two state-recognized reservations in the central part of the state, including one at Grafton[image: External link].[170]

Massachusetts has avoided many forms of racial strife seen elsewhere in the US, but examples such as the successful electoral showings of the nativist[image: External link] (mainly anti-Catholic[image: External link]) Know Nothings[image: External link] in the 1850s,[171] the controversial Sacco and Vanzetti[image: External link] executions in the 1920s,[172] and Boston's opposition to desegregation busing[image: External link] in the 1970s[173] show that the ethnic history of Massachusetts was not completely harmonious.
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 Languages




The most common varieties of American English[image: External link] spoken in Massachusetts, other than General American[image: External link], are the cot-caught distinct, rhotic, western Massachusetts dialect[image: External link] and the cot-caught merged, non-rhotic, eastern Massachusetts dialect[image: External link] (popularly known as a "Boston accent").[174]



	Top 11 Non-English Languages Spoken in Massachusetts



	Language
	Percentage of population

(as of 2010)[175]




	Spanish[image: External link]
	7.50%



	Portuguese[image: External link]
	2.97%



	
Chinese[image: External link] (including Cantonese[image: External link] and Mandarin[image: External link])
	1.59%



	
French[image: External link] (including New England French[image: External link])
	1.11%



	French Creole[image: External link]
	0.89%



	Italian[image: External link]
	0.72%



	Russian[image: External link]
	0.62%



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	0.58%



	Greek[image: External link]
	0.41%



	
Arabic[image: External link] and Khmer (Cambodian)[image: External link] (including all Austroasiatic languages[image: External link]) (tied)
	0.37%



	Massachusett (Wampanoag)[image: External link]
	0.001%




As of 2010, 78.93% (4,823,127) of Massachusetts residents age 5 and older spoke English at home as a first language[image: External link], while 7.50% (458,256) spoke Spanish, 2.97% (181,437) Portuguese[image: External link], 1.59% (96,690) Chinese (which includes Cantonese[image: External link] and Mandarin[image: External link]), 1.11% (67,788) French, 0.89% (54,456) French Creole[image: External link], 0.72% (43,798) Italian, 0.62% (37,865) Russian, and Vietnamese[image: External link] was spoken as a primary language by 0.58% (35,283) of the population over the age of five. In total, 21.07% (1,287,419) of Massachusetts' population age 5 and older spoke a first language other than English.[150][175]
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 Religion




Massachusetts was founded and settled by Separatists[image: External link] in 1620[83] and soon after by other types of Puritans[image: External link],[81] and most people in Massachusetts today remain Christians[image: External link].[150] The descendants of the Puritans belong to many different churches; in the direct line of inheritance are the various Congregational churches[image: External link], the United Church of Christ[image: External link] and congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association[image: External link]. The headquarters of the Unitarian Universalist Association[image: External link], long located on Beacon Hill[image: External link], is now located in South Boston[image: External link].[177][178] Many Puritan descendants also dispersed to other Protestant denominations. Some disaffiliated along with Roman Catholics and other Christian groups in the wake of modern secularization[image: External link].

Today, Christians make up 57% of the state's population, with Protestants[image: External link] making up 21% of them. Roman Catholics[image: External link] make up 34% and now predominate because of massive immigration from primarily Catholic countries and regions – chiefly Ireland, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Quebec, and Latin America. Both Protestant and Roman Catholic communities have been in decline since the late 20th century, due to the rise of irreligion[image: External link] in New England[image: External link]. It is the most irreligious region of the country, along with the Western United States[image: External link]. A significant Jewish population immigrated to the Boston and Springfield areas between 1880 and 1920. Jews[image: External link] currently make up 3% of the population. Mary Baker Eddy[image: External link] made the Boston Mother Church[image: External link] of Christian Science[image: External link] serve as the world headquarters of this new religious movement[image: External link]. Buddhists, Pagans[image: External link], Hindus[image: External link], Seventh-day Adventists[image: External link], Muslims[image: External link], and Mormons[image: External link] can also be found. Kripalu Center[image: External link] in Stockbridge[image: External link], the Shaolin Meditation Temple in Springfield, and the Insight Meditation Center in Barre[image: External link] are examples of non-Abrahamic religious centers in Massachusetts. According to 2010 data from The Association of Religion Data Archives[image: External link], (ARDA) the largest single denominations are the Catholic Church[image: External link] with 2,940,199 adherents; the United Church of Christ[image: External link] with 86,639 adherents; and the Episcopal Church[image: External link] with 81,999 adherents.[181] 32% of the population identifies as having no religion.[182]
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 Economy




See also: List of Massachusetts locations by per capita income[image: External link], List of Massachusetts locations by unemployment rate[image: External link], and Category:Economy of Massachusetts[image: External link]


The United States Bureau of Economic Analysis[image: External link] estimates that the Massachusetts gross state product[image: External link] in 2013 was US$446 billion.[183] The per capita personal income in 2012 was $53,221, making it the third highest state in the nation.[184] As of January 2017, Massachusetts general minimum wage[image: External link] in the state was $11 per hour while the minimum wage for tipped workers is $3.75 an hour.[185]

In 2015, twelve Fortune 500[image: External link] companies were located in Massachusetts: Liberty Mutual[image: External link], Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company[image: External link], TJX Companies[image: External link], EMC Corporation[image: External link], Raytheon[image: External link], Staples Inc.[image: External link], Global Partners[image: External link], Thermo Fisher Scientific[image: External link], State Street Corporation[image: External link], Biogen[image: External link], Eversource Energy[image: External link], and Boston Scientific[image: External link].[186] CNBC's list of "Top States for Business for 2014" has recognized Massachusetts as the 25th best state in the nation for business,[187] and for the second year in a row the state was ranked by Bloomberg as the most innovative state in America.[188] According to a 2013 study by Phoenix Marketing International, Massachusetts had the sixth-largest number of millionaires per capita in the United States, with a ratio of 6.73 percent.[189] Billionaires living in the state include past and present leaders (and related family) of local companies such as Fidelity Investments[image: External link], New Balance[image: External link], Kraft Group[image: External link], Boston Scientific[image: External link], and the former Continental Cablevision[image: External link].[190] Boston-Logan International Airport[image: External link] is the busiest airport in New England, serving 33.4 million total passengers in 2015, and witnessing rapid growth in international air traffic since 2010.[191]

Sectors vital to the Massachusetts economy include higher education, biotechnology[image: External link], information technology[image: External link], finance, health care, tourism, and defense. The Route 128 corridor[image: External link] and Greater Boston continue to be a major center for venture capital investment[image: External link],[192] and high technology[image: External link] remains an important sector. In recent years tourism has played an ever-important role in the state's economy, with Boston and Cape Cod[image: External link] being the leading destinations.[193] Other popular tourist destinations include Salem[image: External link], Plymouth[image: External link], and the Berkshires[image: External link]. Massachusetts is the sixth most popular tourist destination for foreign travelers.[194]

As of 2012, there were 7,755 farms in Massachusetts encompassing a total of 523,517 acres (2,120 km2), averaging 67.5 acres (0.273 km2) apiece.[195] Particular agricultural products of note include green house products making up more than one third of the state's agricultural output, cranberries, sweet corn and apples are also large sectors of production.[196] Massachusetts is the second-largest cranberry-producing state in the union after Wisconsin[image: External link].[197]

In February 2017, U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] ranked Massachusetts the best state in the United States based upon 60 metrics[image: External link] including healthcare, education, crime, infrastructure, opportunity, economy, and government. The Bay State ranked number one in education, number two in healthcare, and number five in the handling of the economy.[198]
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 Job growth




Massachusetts scored ninth among all other states in non-farm job growth in 2015 according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics[image: External link]. The state ranked 15th in percentage change with a two percent increase.[199]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Taxation




Depending on how it is calculated, state and local tax burden in Massachusetts has been estimated among U.S. states and Washington D.C. as 21st highest (11.44% or $6,163 per year for a household with nationwide median income)[200] or 25th highest overall with below-average corporate taxes (39th highest), above-average personal income taxes, (13th highest), above-average sales tax (18th highest), and below-average property taxes (46th highest).[201] In the 1970s, the Commonwealth ranked as a relatively high-tax state, gaining the pejorative nickname "Taxachusetts". This was followed by a round of tax limitations during the 1980s—a conservative period in American politics—including Proposition 2½[image: External link].[202]

As of January 1, 2016, Massachusetts has a flat-rate personal income tax of 5.1%,[203] after a 2002 voter referendum to eventually lower the rate to 5.0%[204] as amended by the legislature.[205] There is a tax exemption[image: External link] for income below a threshold that varies from year to year. The corporate income tax rate is 8.8%,[206] and the short-term capital gains[image: External link] tax rate is 12%.[207] An unusual provision allows filers to voluntarily pay at the pre-referendum 5.85% income tax rate, which is done by between one and two thousand taxpayers per year.[208]

The state imposes a 6.25% sales tax[image: External link][206] on retail sales of tangible personal property—except for groceries, clothing (up to $175.00), and periodicals.[209] The sales tax is charged on clothing that costs more than $175.00, for the amount exceeding $175.00.[209] Massachusetts also charges a use tax[image: External link] when goods are bought from other states and the vendor does not remit Massachusetts sales tax; taxpayers report and pay this on their income tax forms or dedicated forms, though there are "safe harbor" amounts that can be paid without tallying up actual purchases (except for purchases over $1000).[209] There is no inheritance tax[image: External link] and limited Massachusetts estate tax[image: External link] related to federal estate tax collection.[207]
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 Energy




Massachusetts' electricity generation[image: External link] market was made competitive in 1998, enabling retail customers to change suppliers without changing utility companies.[210] In 2012, Massachusetts consumed 1374.4 trillion BTU[image: External link],[211] making it the fifth lowest state in terms of consumption of energy per capita, and 63% of that energy came from natural gas[image: External link].[211] In 2014 and 2015, Massachusetts was ranked as the most energy efficient state the United States[212][213] while Boston is the most efficient city,[214] but it had the third highest electricity prices of any state.[211]

Further information: Category:Energy in Massachusetts[image: External link]
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 Transportation




See also: Category:Transportation in Massachusetts[image: External link]


Massachusetts has 10 regional metropolitan planning organizations[image: External link] and three non-metropolitan planning organizations covering the remainder of the state;[215] statewide planning is handled by the Massachusetts Department of Transportation[image: External link].
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 Regional public transportation




The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority[image: External link] (MBTA), also known as "The T",[216] operates public transportation in the form of subway,[217] bus,[218] and ferry[219] systems in the Metro Boston[image: External link] area.

Fifteen other regional transit authorities provide public transportation in the form of bus services in the rest of the state.[220] Two heritage railways[image: External link] are also in operation: the Cape Cod Central Railroad[image: External link] and the Berkshire Scenic Railway.[221][222]
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 Long-distance rail and bus




Amtrak[image: External link] operates inter-city rail[image: External link], including the high-speed Acela[image: External link] service to cities such as Providence[image: External link], New Haven[image: External link], New York City, and Washington, DC from South Station[image: External link]. From North Station[image: External link] the Amtrak Downeaster serves Portland, Maine[image: External link] and Brunswick, Maine[image: External link].[223] Amtrak also runs east-west from Boston South Station to Worcester, Springfield, and eventually Chicago, Illinois; and north-south from the Pioneer Valley[image: External link] to New Haven, Connecticut via Hartford. Amtrak carries more passengers between Boston and New York than all airlines combined (about 54% of market share in 2012).[224] but has infrequent trips to other cities. There, more frequent intercity service is provided by private bus carriers, including Peter Pan Bus Lines[image: External link] (headquartered in Springfield), Greyhound Lines[image: External link], and BoltBus[image: External link]. Various Chinatown bus lines[image: External link] depart for New York from South Station in Boston.

MBTA Commuter Rail[image: External link] services run throughout the larger Greater Boston area, including service to Worcester[image: External link], Lowell[image: External link], and Plymouth[image: External link].[225] This overlaps with the service areas of neighboring regional transportation authorities. As of the summer of 2013 the Cape Cod Regional Transit Authority[image: External link] in collaboration with the MBTA and the Massachusetts Department of Transportation[image: External link] (MassDOT) is operating the CapeFLYER[image: External link] providing passenger rail service between Boston and Cape Cod.[226][227]

Hartford-Springfield Commuter Rail[image: External link] is expected to begin operation in 2018.
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 Ferry




The Woods Hole, Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket Steamship Authority[image: External link] regulates freight and passenger ferry service to the islands of Massachusetts including Martha's Vineyard[image: External link] and Nantucket[image: External link].[228]
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 Rail freight




As of 2015, a number of freight railroads[image: External link] were operating in Massachusetts, with CSX[image: External link] being the largest carrier.[229] Massachusetts has a total of 892 miles (1,436 km) of freight trackage in operation.[230]
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 Air service




Further information: List of airports in Massachusetts[image: External link]


The major airport in the state is Boston-Logan International Airport[image: External link]. The airport served 33.5 million passengers in 2015, up from 31.6 million in 2014,[191] and is used by around 40 airlines with a total of 103 gates.[231] Logan International Airport has service to numerous cities throughout the United States, as well as international service to Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, Europe, and Asia.[232] Logan, Hanscom Field[image: External link] in Bedford[image: External link], and Worcester Regional Airport[image: External link] are operated by Massport[image: External link], an independent state transportation agency.[232] Massachusetts has approximately 42 public-use airfields, and over 200 private landing spots.[233] Some airports receive funding from the Aeronautics Division of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation[image: External link] and the Federal Aviation Administration[image: External link]; the FAA is also the primary regulator of Massachusetts air travel.[234]
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 Roads




There are a total of 31,300 miles (50,400 km) of interstates[image: External link] and other highways in Massachusetts.[235] Interstate 90[image: External link] (I-90, also known as the Massachusetts Turnpike[image: External link]), is the longest interstate in Massachusetts. The route travels 136 mi (219 km) generally west to east, entering Massachusetts at the New York state line in the town of West Stockbridge[image: External link], and passes just north of Springfield[image: External link], just south of Worcester[image: External link] and through Framingham[image: External link] before terminating near Logan International Airport in Boston.[236] Other major interstates include I-91[image: External link], which travels generally north and south along the Connecticut River[image: External link]; I-93[image: External link], which travels north and south through central Boston, then passes through Methuen[image: External link] before entering New Hampshire; and I-95[image: External link], which connects Providence, Rhode Island[image: External link] with Greater Boston, forming a partial loop[image: External link] concurrent[image: External link] with Route 128[image: External link] around the more urbanized areas before continuing north along the coast into New Hampshire.

I-495[image: External link] forms a wide loop around the outer edge of Greater Boston. Other major interstates in Massachusetts include I-291[image: External link], I-391[image: External link], I-84[image: External link], I-195[image: External link], I-395[image: External link], I-290[image: External link], and I-190[image: External link]. Major non-interstate highways in Massachusetts include U.S. Routes[image: External link] 1[image: External link], 3[image: External link], 6[image: External link], and 20[image: External link], and state routes 2[image: External link], 3[image: External link], 9, 24[image: External link], and 128. A great majority of interstates in Massachusetts were constructed during the mid 20th century, and at times were controversial, particularly the intent to route I-95 northeastwards from Providence, Rhode Island, directly through central Boston[image: External link], first proposed in 1948. Opposition to continued construction grew, and in 1970 Governor Francis W. Sargent[image: External link] issued a general prohibition on most further freeway construction within the I-95/Route 128 loop in the Boston area.[237] A massive undertaking to bring I-93 underground in downtown Boston, called the Big Dig[image: External link], brought the city's highway system under public scrutiny for its high cost and construction quality.[130]
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 Government and politics




Massachusetts has a long political history; earlier political structures included the Mayflower Compact[image: External link] of 1620, the separate Massachusetts Bay[image: External link] and Plymouth[image: External link] colonies, and the combined colonial Province of Massachusetts[image: External link]. The Massachusetts Constitution[image: External link] was ratified in 1780 while the Revolutionary War[image: External link] was in progress, four years after the Articles of Confederation[image: External link] was drafted, and eight years before the present United States Constitution[image: External link] was ratified on June 21, 1788. Drafted by John Adams[image: External link], the Massachusetts Constitution is currently the oldest functioning written constitution in continuous effect in the world.[238][239][240] It has been amended 120 times, most recently in 2000.

Massachusetts politics since the second half of the 20th century have generally been dominated by the Democratic Party[image: External link], and the state has a reputation for being the most liberal[image: External link] state in the country.[241] In 1974, Elaine Noble[image: External link] became the first[image: External link] openly lesbian or gay candidate elected to a state legislature in US history.[242] The state housed the first openly gay member of the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], Gerry Studds[image: External link], in 1972[243] and in 2004, Massachusetts became the first state to allow same-sex marriage[image: External link].[57]
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 Government




Main article: Government of Massachusetts[image: External link]


See also: Commonwealth (U.S. state)[image: External link]


The Government of Massachusetts[image: External link] is divided into three branches: Executive, Legislative, and Judicial. The governor of Massachusetts[image: External link] heads the executive branch; duties of the governor include signing or vetoing legislation, filling judicial and agency appointments, granting pardons, preparing an annual budget, and commanding the Massachusetts National Guard[image: External link].[244] Massachusetts governors, unlike those of most other states, are addressed as His/Her Excellency.[244] The current governor is Charlie Baker[image: External link],[245] a Republican from Swampscott[image: External link].[246] The executive branch also includes the Executive Council, which is made up of eight elected councilors and the Lieutenant Governor[image: External link] seat,[244] which is currently occupied by Karyn Polito[image: External link].[245]

Abilities of the Council include confirming gubernatorial appointments and certifying elections.[244] The Massachusetts House of Representatives[image: External link] and Massachusetts Senate[image: External link] comprise the legislature of Massachusetts, known as the Massachusetts General Court[image: External link].[244] The House consists of 160 members while the Senate has 40 members.[244] Leaders of the House and Senate are chosen by the members of those bodies; the leader of the House is known as the Speaker while the leader of the Senate is known as the President.[244] Each branch consists of several committees.[244] Members of both bodies are elected to two-year terms.[247]

The Judicial branch is headed by the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court[image: External link], which serves over a number of lower courts.[244] The Supreme Judicial Court is made up of a chief justice and six associate justices.[244] Judicial appointments are made by the governor and confirmed by the executive council.[244]

The Congressional delegation from Massachusetts is entirely Democratic[image: External link].[248] Currently, the US senators[image: External link] are Democrats Elizabeth Warren[image: External link] and Ed Markey[image: External link]. The members of the state's delegation to the US House of Representatives[image: External link] are Richard Neal[image: External link], Jim McGovern[image: External link], Niki Tsongas[image: External link], Joseph Kennedy III[image: External link], Katherine Clark[image: External link], Seth Moulton[image: External link], Mike Capuano, Stephen Lynch[image: External link], and Bill Keating[image: External link].[249]

Federal court cases are heard in the United States District Court for the District of Massachusetts[image: External link], and appeals are heard by the United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit[image: External link].[250] In U.S. presidential elections since 2012, Massachusetts has been allotted 11 votes in the electoral college[image: External link], out of a total of 538.[251] Like most states, Massachusetts's electoral votes are granted in a winner-take-all system.[252]
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 Politics




Main articles: Politics of Massachusetts[image: External link] and Political party strength in Massachusetts[image: External link]


See also: Green-Rainbow Party[image: External link], Massachusetts Democratic Party[image: External link], Massachusetts Republican Party[image: External link], and United Independent Party[image: External link]




	Gubernatorial election results



	Year
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]



	1958[image: External link]
	
56.2% 1,067,020

	43.1% 818,463




	1960[image: External link]
	46.8% 1,130,810

	
52.5% 1,269,295




	1962[image: External link]
	
49.9% 1,053,322

	49.7% 1,047,891




	1964[image: External link]
	49.3% 1,153,416

	
50.3% 1,176,462




	1966[image: External link]
	36.9% 752,720

	
62.6% 1,277,358




	1970[image: External link]
	42.8% 799,269

	
56.7% 1,058,623




	1974[image: External link]
	
53.5% 992,284

	42.3% 784,353




	1978[image: External link]
	
51.2% 1,030,294

	46.0% 926,072




	1982[image: External link]
	
59.5% 1,219,109

	36.6% 749,679




	1986[image: External link]
	
68.7% 1,157,786

	31.2% 525,364




	1990[image: External link]
	46.9% 1,099,878

	
50.2% 1,175,817




	1994[image: External link]
	28.3% 611,650

	
70.8% 1,533,390




	1998[image: External link]
	47.4% 901,843

	
50.8% 967,160




	2002[image: External link]
	44.9% 985,981

	
49.8% 1,091,988




	2006[image: External link]
	
55.6% 1,234,984

	35.3% 784,342




	2010[image: External link]
	
48.4% 1,112,283

	42.0% 964,866




	2014[image: External link]
	46.5% 1,004,408

	
48.4% 1,044,573







	Presidential election results



	Year
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]



	1952[image: External link]
	45.5% 1,083,525

	
54.2% 1,292,325




	1956[image: External link]
	40.4% 948,190

	
59.3% 1,393,197




	1960[image: External link]
	
60.2% 1,487,174

	39.6% 976,750




	1964[image: External link]
	
76.2% 1,786,422

	23.4% 549,727




	1968[image: External link]
	
63.0% 1,469,218

	32.9% 766,844




	1972[image: External link]
	
54.2% 1,332,540

	45.2% 1,112,078




	1976[image: External link]
	
56.1% 1,429,475

	40.4% 1,030,276




	1980[image: External link]
	41.8% 1,053,802

	
41.9% 1,057,631




	1984[image: External link]
	48.4% 1,239,606

	
51.2% 1,310,936




	1988[image: External link]
	
53.2% 1,401,416

	45.4% 1,194,644




	1992[image: External link]
	
47.5% 1,318,662

	29.0% 805,049




	1996[image: External link]
	
61.5% 1,571,763

	28.1% 718,107




	2000[image: External link]
	
59.8% 1,616,487

	32.5% 878,502




	2004[image: External link]
	
61.9% 1,803,800

	36.8% 1,071,109




	2008[image: External link]
	
61.8% 1,904,098

	36.0% 1,108,854




	2012[image: External link]
	
60.7% 1,921,290

	37.5% 1,188,314




	2016[image: External link]
	
60.0% 1,995,196

	32.8% 1,090,893





Throughout the mid 20th century, Massachusetts has gradually shifted from a Republican[image: External link]-leaning state to one largely dominated by Democrats[image: External link]; the 1952 victory[image: External link] of John F. Kennedy[image: External link] over incumbent Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr.[image: External link] is seen as a watershed moment in this transformation. His younger brother Edward M. Kennedy[image: External link] held that seat until his death from a brain tumor in 2009.[254] Massachusetts has since gained a reputation as being a politically liberal state and is often used as an archetype of modern liberalism[image: External link], hence the usage of the phrase "Massachusetts liberal[image: External link]".[255]

Massachusetts routinely votes for the Democratic Party, with the core concentrations in the Boston metro area, the Cape and Islands, and Western Massachusetts outside Hampden County. Pockets of Republican strength are in the central areas along the I-495 crescent, Hampden County, and communities on the south and north shores,[256] but the state as a whole has not given its Electoral College[image: External link] votes to a Republican in a presidential election[image: External link] since Ronald Reagan[image: External link] carried it in 1984[image: External link]. Additionally, Massachusetts provided Reagan with his smallest margins of victory in both the 1980[image: External link][257] and 1984 elections.[258]

As of the 2014 election, the Democratic Party holds a significant majority over the Republican Party. Only 35 of the 160 seats in the state house[image: External link][259] and 6 of the 40 seats in the state senate[image: External link] belong to the Republican Party.[260]

Although Republicans held the governor's office continuously from 1991 to 2007 and from 2015 onwards,[245] they have been among the most moderate Republican leaders in the nation.[261][262] In the 2004 election[image: External link], the state gave Massachusetts senator John Kerry[image: External link] 61.9% of the vote, his best showing in any state.[263] In 2008[image: External link], President Barack Obama[image: External link] carried the state with 61.8% of the vote.[264]



	Massachusetts registered voters as of February 2016[265]



	Party
	Number of Voters
	Percentage



	
	Unenrolled[image: External link]
	2,277,760
	53.32%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	1,490,335
	34.89%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	468,295
	10.96%



	
	United Independent[image: External link]
	16,476
	0.39%



	
	Green-Rainbow[image: External link]
	5,285
	0.12%



	Political designations
	13,684
	0.32%



	Total
	4,271,835
	100%




In the 2010 special election[image: External link] for the U.S. Senate, Republican Scott Brown[image: External link] defeated Democrat Martha Coakley[image: External link] by a 52% to 47% margin only to lose the seat in the 2012 Senate election[image: External link] to Elizabeth Warren[image: External link], the first female senator to represent Massachusetts.[266][267]

A number of contemporary national political issues have been influenced by events in Massachusetts, such as the decision in 2003 by the state Supreme Judicial Court allowing same-sex marriage[image: External link][268] and a 2006 bill[image: External link] which mandated health insurance for all Bay Staters.[269] In 2008, Massachusetts voters passed an initiative[image: External link] decriminalizing possession of small amounts of marijuana[image: External link].[270] Voters in Massachusetts also approved a ballot measure in 2012 that legalized the medical use of marijuana.[271]
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 Cities, towns, and counties




Main article: Local Government[image: External link]


There are 50 cities and 301 towns[image: External link] in Massachusetts, grouped into 14 counties[image: External link].[273] The fourteen counties, moving roughly from west to east, are Berkshire[image: External link], Franklin[image: External link], Hampshire[image: External link], Hampden[image: External link], Worcester[image: External link], Middlesex[image: External link], Essex[image: External link], Suffolk[image: External link], Norfolk[image: External link], Bristol[image: External link], Plymouth[image: External link], Barnstable[image: External link], Dukes[image: External link], and Nantucket[image: External link]. Eleven communities which call themselves "towns" are, by law, cities since they have traded the town meeting[image: External link] form of government for a mayor-council or manager-council form.[274]

Boston is the state capital and largest city in Massachusetts. The population of the city proper is 645,966,[275] and Greater Boston[image: External link], with a population of 4,628,910, is the 10th largest metropolitan area[image: External link] in the nation.[276] Other cities with a population over 100,000 include Worcester[image: External link], Springfield[image: External link], Lowell[image: External link], and Cambridge[image: External link]. Plymouth[image: External link] is the largest municipality in the state by land area.[273]

Massachusetts, along with the five other New England[image: External link] states, features the local governmental structure known as the New England town[image: External link].[277] In this structure, incorporated towns—as opposed to townships or counties—hold many of the responsibilities and powers of local government.[277] Most of the county governments were abolished by the state of Massachusetts beginning in 1997 including Middlesex County[image: External link],[278] the largest county in the state by population.[279][280] The voters of these now defunct counties elect only Sheriffs and Registers of Deeds, who are part of the state government. Other counties have been reorganized, and a few still retain county councils.[281]
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 Education




Massachusetts was the first state in North America to require municipalities to appoint a teacher or establish a grammar school with the passage of the Massachusetts Education Law[image: External link] of 1647,[282] and 19th century reforms pushed by Horace Mann[image: External link] laid much of the groundwork for contemporary universal public education[283][284] which was established in 1852.[119] Massachusetts is home to the oldest school in continuous existence in North America (The Roxbury Latin School[image: External link], founded in 1645), as well as the country's oldest public elementary school (The Mather School[image: External link], founded in 1639),[285] its oldest high school (Boston Latin School[image: External link], founded in 1635),[286] its oldest continuously operating boarding school (The Governor's Academy[image: External link], founded in 1763),[287] its oldest college (Harvard University[image: External link], founded in 1636),[288] and its oldest women's college (Mount Holyoke College[image: External link], founded in 1837).[289]

Massachusetts' per-student public expenditure for elementary and secondary schools was eighth in the nation in 2012, at $14,844.[290] In 2013, Massachusetts scored highest of all the states in math and third highest in reading on the National Assessment of Educational Progress[image: External link].[291]

Massachusetts is home to 121 institutions of higher education.[292] Harvard University[image: External link] and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link], both located in Cambridge[image: External link], consistently rank among the world's best private universities and universities in general.[293] In addition to Harvard and MIT, several other Massachusetts universities currently rank in the top 50 at the national level in the widely cited rankings[image: External link] of U.S. News and World Report[image: External link]: Tufts University[image: External link] (#27), Boston College[image: External link] (#31), Brandeis University[image: External link] (#34), Boston University[image: External link] (#39) and Northeastern University[image: External link] (#39). Massachusetts is also home to three of the top five U.S. News and World Report's best Liberal Arts Colleges: Williams College[image: External link] (#1), Amherst College[image: External link] (#2), and Wellesley College[image: External link] (#4).[294] The public University of Massachusetts[image: External link] (nicknamed UMass) features five campuses in the state, with its flagship campus in Amherst[image: External link] that enrolls over 25,000 students.[295][296]

Further information: List of colleges and universities in Massachusetts[image: External link], List of engineering schools in Massachusetts[image: External link], List of high schools in Massachusetts[image: External link], and List of school districts in Massachusetts[image: External link]
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Massachusetts has contributed to American arts and culture. Drawing from its Native American[image: External link] and Yankee[image: External link] roots, along with later immigrant groups, Massachusetts has produced a number of writers, artists, and musicians. A number of major museums and important historical sites are also located there, and events and festivals throughout the year celebrate the state's history and heritage.[297]

Massachusetts was an early center of the Transcendentalist[image: External link] movement, which emphasized intuition, emotion, human individuality and a deeper connection with nature.[114] Ralph Waldo Emerson[image: External link], who was born in Boston but spent much of his later life in Concord[image: External link], largely created the philosophy with his 1836 work Nature[image: External link], and continued to be a key figure in the movement for the remainder of his life. Emerson's friend, Henry David Thoreau[image: External link], who was also involved in Transcendentalism, recorded his year spent alone in a small cabin at nearby Walden Pond[image: External link] in the 1854 work Walden; or, Life in the Woods[image: External link].[298]

Other famous authors and poets born or strongly associated with Massachusetts include Nathaniel Hawthorne[image: External link], John Updike[image: External link], Emily Dickinson[image: External link], Henry Wadsworth Longfellow[image: External link], E.E. Cummings[image: External link], Sylvia Plath[image: External link], H.P. Lovecraft[image: External link], Edgar Allan Poe[image: External link], and Theodor Seuss Geisel[image: External link], better known as "Dr. Seuss".[299][300][301] Famous painters from Massachusetts include Winslow Homer[image: External link] and Norman Rockwell[image: External link];[301] many of the latter's works are on display at the Norman Rockwell Museum[image: External link] in Stockbridge[image: External link].[302]

Massachusetts is also an important center for the performing arts. Both the Boston Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] and Boston Pops Orchestra[image: External link] are based in Massachusetts.[303] Other orchestras in Massachusetts include the Cape Cod Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] in Barnstable[image: External link] and the Springfield Symphony Orchestra[image: External link].[304][305] Tanglewood[image: External link], in western Massachusetts, is a music venue that is home to both the Tanglewood Music Festival[image: External link] and Tanglewood Jazz Festival[image: External link], as well as the summer host for the Boston Symphony Orchestra.[306]

Other performing arts and theater organizations in Massachusetts include the Boston Ballet[image: External link], the Boston Lyric Opera[image: External link],[303] and the Lenox[image: External link]-based Shakespeare & Company[image: External link]. In addition to classical and folk music, Massachusetts has produced musicians and bands spanning a number of contemporary genres, such as the classic rock[image: External link] band Aerosmith[image: External link], the proto-punk band The Modern Lovers[image: External link], the new wave[image: External link] band The Cars[image: External link], and the alternative rock[image: External link] band Pixies[image: External link].[307] Film events in the state include the Boston Film Festival[image: External link], the Boston International Film Festival[image: External link], and a number of smaller film festivals in various cities throughout Massachusetts.[308]

Massachusetts is home to a large number of museums and historical sites. The Museum of Fine Arts, Boston[image: External link], the Institute of Contemporary Art, Boston[image: External link], and the DeCordova[image: External link] contemporary art and sculpture museum in Lincoln[image: External link] are all located within Massachusetts,[309] and the Maria Mitchell Association[image: External link] in Nantucket[image: External link] includes several observatories, museums, and an aquarium.[310] Historically themed museums and sites such as the Springfield Armory National Historic Site[image: External link] in Springfield[image: External link],[135] Boston's Freedom Trail[image: External link] and nearby Minute Man National Historical Park[image: External link], both of which preserve a number of sites important during the American Revolution[image: External link],[135][311] the Lowell National Historical Park[image: External link], which focuses on some of the earliest mills and canals of the industrial revolution[image: External link] in the US,[135] the Black Heritage Trail[image: External link] in Boston, which includes important African-American and abolitionist sites in Boston,[312] and the New Bedford Whaling National Historical Park[image: External link][135] all showcase various periods of Massachusetts' history.

Plimoth Plantation[image: External link] and Old Sturbridge Village[image: External link] are two open-air[image: External link] or "living" museums in Massachusetts, recreating life as it was in the 17th and early 19th centuries, respectively.[313][314]

Boston's annual St. Patrick's Day[image: External link] parade and "Harborfest", a week-long Fourth of July[image: External link] celebration featuring a fireworks display and concert by the Boston Pops as well as a turnaround cruise in Boston Harbor by the USS Constitution[image: External link], are popular events.[315] The New England Summer Nationals[image: External link], an auto show[image: External link] in Worcester, draws tens of thousands of attendees every year.[316] The Boston Marathon[image: External link] is also a popular event in the state drawing more than 30,000 runners and tens of thousands of spectators annually.[317]

Long-distance hiking trails in Massachusetts include the Appalachian Trail[image: External link], the New England National Scenic Trail[image: External link], the Metacomet-Monadnock Trail[image: External link], the Midstate Trail[image: External link], and the Bay Circuit Trail.[318] Other outdoor recreational activities in Massachusetts include sailing and yachting, freshwater and deep-sea fishing,[319] whale watching[image: External link],[320] downhill and cross-country skiing,[321] and hunting.[322]
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See also: List of television stations in Massachusetts[image: External link], List of newspapers in Massachusetts[image: External link], and List of radio stations in Massachusetts[image: External link]


There are two major television media markets located in Massachusetts. The Boston/Manchester market is the fifth largest in the United States.[323] The other market surrounds the Springfield area.[324] WGBH-TV[image: External link] in Boston is a major public television station and produces national programs such as Nova[image: External link], Frontline[image: External link], and American Experience[image: External link].[325][326]

The Boston Globe, Boston Herald[image: External link], Springfield Republican[image: External link], and the Worcester Telegram & Gazette[image: External link] are Massachusetts's largest daily newspapers.[327] In addition, there are many community dailies and weeklies. There are a number of major AM[image: External link] and FM[image: External link] stations which serve Massachusetts,[328] along with many more regional and community-based stations. Some colleges and universities also operate campus television and radio stations, and print their own newspapers.[329][330][331]
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See also: List of hospitals in Massachusetts[image: External link], Massachusetts health care reform[image: External link], and Governorship of Mitt Romney § Health care[image: External link]


Massachusetts generally ranks highly among states in most health and disease prevention categories. In 2014, the United Health Foundation ranked the state as third healthiest overall.[332] Massachusetts has the most doctors per 100,000 residents,[333] the second-lowest infant mortality rate[image: External link],[334] and the lowest percentage of uninsured residents (for both children as well as the total population).[335] According to Businessweek[image: External link], commonwealth residents have an average life expectancy of 78.4 years, the fifth longest in the country.[336] 37.2% of the population is overweight and 21.7% is obese,[337] and Massachusetts ranks sixth highest in the percentage of residents who are considered neither obese nor overweight (41.1%).[337] Massachusetts also ranks above average in the prevalence of binge drinking[image: External link], which is the 20th highest in the country.[338]

The nation's first Marine Hospital[image: External link] was erected by federal order in Boston in 1799.[339][340] There are currently a total of 143 hospitals in the state.[341] According to 2015 rankings by U.S. News & World Report[image: External link], Massachusetts General Hospital[image: External link] the hospital ranked in the top three in two specialties.[342] Massachusetts General was founded in 1811 and serves as the largest teaching hospital for nearby Harvard University[image: External link].[343]

The state of Massachusetts is a center for medical education and research including Harvard's Brigham and Women's Hospital[image: External link], Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center[image: External link], and Dana-Farber Cancer Institute[image: External link][344] as well as the New England Baptist Hospital[image: External link], Tufts Medical Center[image: External link], and Boston Medical Center[image: External link] which is the primary teaching hospital for Boston University[image: External link].[345] The University of Massachusetts Medical School[image: External link] is located in Worcester[image: External link].[346] The Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences[image: External link] has two of its three campuses in Boston and Worcester.[347]
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Main article: Sports in Massachusetts[image: External link]


Massachusetts is home to five major league professional sports teams: seventeen-time NBA Champions[image: External link] Boston Celtics[image: External link],[348] eight-time World Series[image: External link] winners Boston Red Sox[image: External link],[349] six-time Stanley Cup[image: External link] winners Boston Bruins[image: External link],[350] and five-time Super Bowl[image: External link] winners New England Patriots[image: External link].[351] The New England Revolution[image: External link] is the Major League Soccer[image: External link] team for Massachusetts and the Boston Cannons[image: External link] are the Major League Lacrosse[image: External link] team.[352] The Boston Breakers[image: External link] are the Women's Professional Soccer[image: External link] in Massachusetts. Massachusetts is also the home of the Cape Cod Baseball League[image: External link].

In the late 19th century, the Olympic[image: External link] sports of basketball[55] and volleyball[56] were invented in the Western Massachusetts cities of Springfield[image: External link][55] and Holyoke[image: External link],[56] respectively. The Basketball Hall of Fame[image: External link], is a major tourist destination in the City of Springfield and the Volleyball Hall of Fame[image: External link] is located in Holyoke.[56] The American Hockey League[image: External link] (AHL), the NHL's development league, is headquartered in Springfield.[353]

Several universities in Massachusetts are notable for their collegiate athletics. The state is home to two Division 1 FBS[image: External link] teams, Boston College[image: External link] of the Atlantic Coast Conference[image: External link], and FBS Independent[image: External link] University of Massachusetts at Amherst[image: External link]. FCS[image: External link] play includes Harvard University[image: External link], which competes in the famed Ivy League[image: External link], and College of the Holy Cross[image: External link] of the Patriot League[image: External link]. Boston University[image: External link], Northeastern University[image: External link], UMASS Lowell[image: External link], and Merrimack College[image: External link] also participate in Division I athletics.[354][355] Many other Massachusetts colleges compete in lower divisions such as Division III[image: External link], where MIT[image: External link], Tufts University[image: External link], Amherst College[image: External link], Williams College[image: External link], and others field competitive teams.

Massachusetts is also the home of rowing events such as the Eastern Sprints[image: External link] on Lake Quinsigamond[image: External link] and the Head of the Charles Regatta[image: External link].[356] A number of major golf events have taken place in Massachusetts, including nine U.S. Opens[image: External link] and two Ryder Cups[image: External link].[357][358]

Massachusetts has produced several successful Olympians including Butch Johnson[image: External link], Todd Richards[image: External link], Albina Osipowich[image: External link], Aly Raisman[image: External link], and Susan Rojcewicz[image: External link].[359]
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Los Angeles






This article is about the U.S. city. For the county in California, see Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]. For other uses, see Los Angeles (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"L.A." and "City of Los Angeles" redirect here. For other uses, see L.A. (disambiguation)[image: External link] and City of Los Angeles (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Los Angeles ( i[image: External link]/las 'aendZels /[image: External link],[14] Spanish[image: External link] for "The Angels"; Spanish pronunciation: [los ˈaŋxeles][image: External link]), officially the City of Los Angeles and often known by its initials L.A., is the cultural, financial, and commercial center of Southern California[image: External link]. With a U.S. Census[image: External link]-estimated 2016 population of 3,976,322,[15] it is the second-most populous city[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] (after New York City[image: External link]) and the most populous city[image: External link] in the state[image: External link] of California. Located in a large coastal basin[image: External link] surrounded on three sides by mountains reaching up to and over 10,000 feet (3,000 m), Los Angeles covers an area of about 469 square miles (1,210 km2).[7] The city is also the seat[image: External link] of Los Angeles County[image: External link], the most populated county[image: External link] in the country. Los Angeles is the center of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link], and is part of the larger designated Los Angeles-Long Beach[image: External link] combined statistical area[image: External link] (CSA), the second most populous[image: External link] in the nation with a 2015 estimated population of 18.7 million.[16]

Historically home to the Chumash[image: External link] and Tongva[image: External link], Los Angeles was claimed by Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link] for Spain[image: External link] in 1542 along with the rest of what would become Alta California[image: External link]. The city was officially founded on September 4, 1781, by Spanish governor Felipe de Neve[image: External link]. It became a part of Mexico[image: External link] in 1821 following the Mexican War of Independence[image: External link]. In 1848, at the end of the Mexican–American War[image: External link], Los Angeles and the rest of California were purchased as part of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link], thereby becoming part of the United States. Los Angeles was incorporated[image: External link] as a municipality on April 4, 1850, five months before California achieved statehood[image: External link]. The discovery of oil in the 1890s brought rapid growth to the city.[17] The completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct[image: External link] in 1913, delivering water from Eastern California[image: External link], later assured the city's continued rapid growth.

Nicknamed the "City of Angels", Los Angeles is known for its Mediterranean climate[image: External link], ethnic diversity, and sprawling metropolis. The city is also one of the most substantial economic engines within the nation, with a diverse economy in a broad range of professional and cultural fields. Los Angeles is also famous as the home of Hollywood[image: External link], a major center of the world entertainment industry. A global city[image: External link], it has been ranked 6th in the Global Cities Index[image: External link] and 9th in the Global Economic Power Index[image: External link]. The Los Angeles combined statistical area (CSA) also has a gross metropolitan product[image: External link] (GMP) of $831 billion (as of 2008), making it the third-largest in the world[image: External link], after the Greater Tokyo[image: External link] and New York[image: External link] metropolitan areas.
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 History




Main article: History of Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: Timeline of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Los Angeles in the 1920s[image: External link]
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 Pre-colonial period




The Los Angeles coastal area was first settled by the Tongva[image: External link] (Gabrieleños) and Chumash[image: External link] Native American tribes thousands of years ago. A Gabrielino settlement in the area was called iyáangẚ (written Yang-na by the Spanish), meaning "poison oak place".[18][19]

Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link], a Portuguese-born[image: External link] explorer, claimed the area of southern California for the Spanish Empire[image: External link] of the Kingdom of Spain[image: External link] in 1542 while on an official military exploring expedition moving north along the Pacific[image: External link] coast from earlier colonizing bases of New Spain[image: External link] in Central[image: External link] and South America[image: External link].[20] Gaspar de Portolà[image: External link] and Franciscan[image: External link] missionary Juan Crespí[image: External link], reached the present site of Los Angeles on August 2, 1769.[21]
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 Spanish period




In 1771, Franciscan friar Junípero Serra[image: External link] directed the building of the Mission San Gabriel Arcángel[image: External link], the first mission in the area.[22] On September 4, 1781, a group of forty-four settlers known as "Los Pobladores[image: External link]" founded the pueblo called "El Pueblo de Nuestra Señora la Reina de los Ángeles de Porciúncula"; in English it is "The Town of Our Lady the Queen of the Angels of Porciúncula". The Queen of the Angels[image: External link] is an honorific of the Virgin Mary[image: External link].[23] Two-thirds of the settlers were mestizo[image: External link] or mulatto[image: External link] with a mixture of African, indigenous and European ancestry.[24] The settlement remained a small ranch town for decades, but by 1820, the population had increased to about 650 residents.[25] Today, the pueblo is commemorated in the historic district of Los Angeles Pueblo Plaza[image: External link] and Olvera Street[image: External link], the oldest part of Los Angeles.[26]
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 Mexican period




New Spain[image: External link] achieved its independence from the Spanish Empire in 1821, and the pueblo continued as a part of Mexico[image: External link]. During Mexican rule, Governor Pío Pico[image: External link] made Los Angeles Alta California[image: External link]'s regional capital.[27]
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 American period




Mexican rule ended during the Mexican–American War[image: External link]: Americans took control from the Californios[image: External link] after a series of battles, culminating with the signing of the Treaty of Cahuenga[image: External link] on January 13, 1847.[28]

Railroads arrived[image: External link] with the completion of the Southern Pacific[image: External link] line to Los Angeles in 1876.[29] Oil was discovered in the city and surrounding area in 1892, and by 1923, the discoveries had helped California become the country's largest oil producer, accounting for about one-quarter of the world's petroleum output.[30]

By 1900, the population had grown to more than 102,000,[31] putting pressure on the city's water supply[image: External link].[32] The completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct[image: External link] in 1913, under the supervision of William Mulholland[image: External link], assured the continued growth of the city.[33] Due to clauses in the city's charter that effectively prevented the City of Los Angeles from selling or providing water from the aqueduct to any area outside its borders, many adjacent city and communities became compelled to annex themselves into Los Angeles.[34][35][36]

In 1910, Hollywood[image: External link] merged into Los Angeles, with 10 movie companies already operating in the city at the time. By 1921, more than 80 percent of the world's film industry was concentrated in L.A.[37] The money generated by the industry kept the city insulated from much of the economic loss suffered by the rest of the country during the Great Depression[image: External link].[38] By 1930, the population surpassed one million.[39] In 1932, the city hosted the Summer Olympics[image: External link].

During World War II[image: External link], Los Angeles was a major center of wartime manufacturing, such as shipbuilding and aircraft. Calship[image: External link] built hundreds of Liberty Ships[image: External link] and Victory Ships[image: External link] on Terminal Island, and the Los Angeles area was the headquarters of six of the country's major aircraft manufacturers (Douglas Aircraft Company[image: External link], Hughes Aircraft[image: External link], Lockheed[image: External link], North American Aviation[image: External link], Northrop Corporation[image: External link], and Vultee[image: External link]). During the war, more aircraft were produced in one year than in all the pre-war years since the Wright brothers flew the first airplane in 1903, combined. Manufacturing in Los Angeles skyrocketed, and as William S. Knudsen[image: External link], of the National Defense Advisory Commission put it, "We won because we smothered the enemy in an avalanche of production, the like of which he had never seen, nor dreamed possible.[40]

Following the end of World War II[image: External link], Los Angeles grew more rapidly than ever, sprawling[image: External link] into the San Fernando Valley[image: External link].[41] The expansion of the Interstate Highway System[image: External link] during the 1950s and 1960s helped propel suburban growth and signaled the demise of the city's electrified rail system[image: External link], once the world's largest.

The 1960s saw race relations boil over into the Watts Riots[image: External link] of 1965 which resulted in 34 deaths and over 1,000 injuries. It was the most severe riot in the city's history until the Los Angeles riots of 1992[image: External link]. In 1969, Los Angeles became the birthplace of the Internet[image: External link], as the first ARPANET[image: External link] transmission was sent from the University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link] (UCLA) to SRI[image: External link] in Menlo Park[image: External link].[42]

In 1984, the city hosted the Summer Olympic Games for the second time[image: External link]. Despite being boycotted by 14 Communist countries[image: External link], the 1984 Olympics became more financially successful than any previous,[43] and the second Olympics to turn a profit until then – the other, according to an analysis of contemporary newspaper reports, being the 1932 Summer Olympics, also held in Los Angeles.[44]

Racial tensions erupted on April 29, 1992, with the acquittal by a Simi Valley[image: External link] jury of the police officers captured on videotape beating Rodney King[image: External link], culminating in large-scale riots[image: External link].[45] They were the largest riots in US history causing approximately $1.3 billion in damage as well as 53 deaths and over 2,000 injuries.[46][47]

In 1994, the 6.7 Northridge earthquake[image: External link] shook the city, causing $12.5 billion in damage and 72 deaths.[48] The century ended with the Rampart scandal[image: External link], one of the most extensive documented cases of police misconduct in American history.[49]

In 2002, voters defeated efforts by the San Fernando Valley and Hollywood to secede from the city.[50]
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 Geography




See also: Los Angeles Basin[image: External link]; San Fernando Valley[image: External link]; Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link]; and Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]
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 Cityscape




Main article: List of districts and neighborhoods of Los Angeles[image: External link]


The city is divided into over 80 districts and neighborhoods,[51] many of which were incorporated places or communities that merged into the city.[52] These neighborhoods were developed piecemeal, and are well-defined enough that the city has signage marking nearly all of them.[53]

More broadly, the city is divided into the following areas: Downtown Los Angeles[image: External link], East Los Angeles[image: External link] and Northeast Los Angeles[image: External link], South Los Angeles[image: External link], the Harbor Area[image: External link], Greater Hollywood[image: External link], Wilshire[image: External link], the Westside[image: External link], and the San Fernando[image: External link] and Crescenta Valleys[image: External link].
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The city's street pattern generally follows a grid plan[image: External link], with uniform block lengths and occasional roads that cut across blocks. However, this is complicated by rugged terrain, which has necessitated having different grids for each of the valleys that Los Angeles covers. Major streets are designed to move large volumes of traffic through many parts of the city; many of which are extremely long: Sepulveda Boulevard[image: External link] is 43 miles (69 km) long, while Foothill Boulevard[image: External link] is over 60 miles (97 km) long, reaching as far east as San Bernardino. Drivers in Los Angeles suffer from one of the worst rush hour periods in the world, according to an annual traffic index by navigation system maker, TomTom[image: External link]. L.A. drivers spend an additional 92 hours in traffic each year. During the peak rush hour there is 80% congestion, according to the index.[54]

Los Angeles is often characterized by the presence of low-rise[image: External link] buildings. Outside of a few centers such as Downtown[image: External link], Warner Center[image: External link], Century City[image: External link], Koreatown[image: External link], Miracle Mile[image: External link], Hollywood[image: External link] and Westwood[image: External link], skyscrapers and high-rise buildings are not common. The few skyscrapers that are built outside of those areas often stand out above the rest of the surrounding landscape. Most construction is done in separate units, rather than wall-to-wall[image: External link]. That being said, downtown Los Angeles itself has many buildings over 30 stories, with fourteen over 50 stories, and two over 70 stories (the tallest buildings west of Chicago-see List of tallest buildings in Los Angeles[image: External link]). Also, Los Angeles is increasingly becoming a city of apartments rather than single family dwellings, especially in the dense inner city and Westside[image: External link] neighborhoods.
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 Landmarks




See also: List of sites of interest in the Los Angeles area[image: External link] and National Register of Historic Places listings in Los Angeles, California[image: External link]


Important landmarks in Los Angeles include the Hollywood Sign[image: External link], Walt Disney Concert Hall[image: External link], Capitol Records Building[image: External link], the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels[image: External link], Angels Flight[image: External link], Grauman's Chinese Theatre[image: External link], Dolby Theatre[image: External link], Griffith Observatory[image: External link], Getty Center[image: External link], Getty Villa[image: External link], the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], the Los Angeles County Museum of Art[image: External link], the Venice Canal Historic District and boardwalk[image: External link], Theme Building[image: External link], Bradbury Building[image: External link], U.S. Bank Tower[image: External link], Wilshire Grand Center[image: External link], Hollywood Boulevard[image: External link], Los Angeles City Hall[image: External link], Hollywood Bowl[image: External link], Battleship USS  Iowa[image: External link], Watts Towers[image: External link], Staples Center[image: External link], Dodger Stadium[image: External link], and Olvera Street[image: External link].
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The city of Los Angeles covers a total area of 502.7 square miles (1,302 km2), comprising 468.7 square miles (1,214 km2) of land and 34.0 square miles (88 km2) of water.[7] The city extends for 44 miles (71 km) longitudinally and for 29 miles (47 km) latitudinally. The perimeter of the city is 342 miles (550 km).

Los Angeles is both flat and hilly. The highest point in the city proper is 5,074 ft (1,547 m) Mount Lukens[image: External link],[55][56] located at the northeastern end of the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]. The eastern end of the Santa Monica Mountains[image: External link] stretches from Downtown[image: External link] to the Pacific Ocean[image: External link] and separates the Los Angeles Basin from the San Fernando Valley. Other hilly parts of Los Angeles include the Mt. Washington[image: External link] area north of Downtown, eastern parts such as Boyle Heights[image: External link], the Crenshaw district[image: External link] around the Baldwin Hills[image: External link], and the San Pedro[image: External link] district.

Surrounding the city are much higher mountains. Immediately to the north lie the San Gabriel Mountains[image: External link], which is a popular recreation area for Angelenos. Its high point is Mount San Antonio[image: External link], locally known as Mount Baldy, which reaches 10,064 feet (3,068 m). Further afield, the highest point in the greater Los Angeles area is San Gorgonio Mountain[image: External link], with a height of 11,503 feet (3,506 m).

The Los Angeles River[image: External link], which is largely seasonal, is the primary drainage channel[image: External link]. It was straightened and lined in 51 miles (82 km) of concrete by the Army Corps of Engineers[image: External link] to act as a flood control channel.[57] The river begins in the Canoga Park[image: External link] district of the city, flows east from the San Fernando Valley along the north edge of the Santa Monica Mountains, and turns south through the city center, flowing to its mouth in the Port of Long Beach[image: External link] at the Pacific Ocean. The smaller Ballona Creek[image: External link] flows into the Santa Monica Bay[image: External link] at Playa del Rey[image: External link].
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 Vegetation




Los Angeles is rich in native plant species partly because of its diversity of habitats, including beaches, wetlands[image: External link], and mountains. The most prevalent plant communities are coastal sage scrub[image: External link], chaparral[image: External link] shrubland, and riparian woodland[image: External link].[58] Native plants include: California poppy[image: External link], matilija poppy[image: External link], toyon[image: External link], Ceanothus[image: External link], Chamise[image: External link], Coast Live Oak[image: External link], sycamore[image: External link], willow[image: External link] and Giant Wildrye[image: External link]. Many of these native species, such as the Los Angeles sunflower[image: External link], have become so rare as to be considered endangered. Though it is not native to the area, the official tree of Los Angeles is the Coral Tree (Erythrina caffra[image: External link])[59] and the official flower of Los Angeles is the Bird of Paradise (Strelitzia reginae[image: External link]).[60] Mexican Fan Palms[image: External link], Canary Island Palms[image: External link], Queen Palms[image: External link], Date Palms[image: External link], and California Fan Palms[image: External link] are common in the Los Angeles area, although only the last is native.
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 Geology




Los Angeles is subject to earthquakes because of its location on the Pacific Ring of Fire[image: External link]. The geologic instability has produced numerous faults[image: External link], which cause approximately 10,000 earthquakes annually in Southern California, though most of them are too small to be felt.[61] The strike-slip[image: External link] San Andreas Fault[image: External link] system is located at the boundary between the Pacific Plate[image: External link] and the North American Plate[image: External link], and is vulnerable to the "big one", a potentially large and damaging event.[62] The Los Angeles basin and metropolitan area are also at risk from blind thrust earthquakes[image: External link].[63] Major earthquakes that have hit the Los Angeles area include the 1933 Long Beach[image: External link], 1971 San Fernando[image: External link], 1987 Whittier Narrows[image: External link], and the 1994 Northridge[image: External link] events. Nevertheless, all but a few are of low intensity and are not felt. The USGS has released the UCERF California earthquake forecast[image: External link] which models earthquake occurrence in California. Parts of the city are also vulnerable to tsunamis[image: External link]; harbor areas were damaged by waves from the Valdivia earthquake[image: External link] in 1960.[64]
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles has a Mediterranean climate[image: External link] (Köppen climate classification[image: External link] Csb on the coast, Csa inland), and receives just enough annual precipitation to avoid either Köppen's BSh or BSk (semi-arid climate[image: External link]) classification. Los Angeles has plenty of sunshine throughout the year, with an average of only 35 days with measurable precipitation annually.[65] The coastal region around Los Angeles has a climate that is comparable to coastal areas of southeastern Spain[image: External link] such as Alicante[image: External link] or Elche[image: External link], in temperature range and variation, in sunshine hours and as well as annual precipitation levels.

Temperatures in the coastal basin exceed 90 °F (32 °C) on a dozen or so days in the year, from one day a month in April, May, June and November to three days a month in July, August, October and to five days in September.[65] Temperatures in the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys are considerably warmer. Temperatures are subject to substantial daily swings; in inland areas the difference between the average daily low and the average daily high is over 30 °F (17 °C).[66] The average annual temperature of the sea is 63 °F (17 °C), from 58 °F (14 °C) in January to 68 °F (20 °C) in August.[67] Hours of sunshine total more than 3,000 per year, from an average of 7 hours of sunshine per day in December to an average of 12 in July.[68]

The Los Angeles area is also subject to phenomena typical of a microclimate[image: External link], causing extreme variations in temperature in close physical proximity to each other. For instance, the average July maximum temperature at the Santa Monica Pier[image: External link] is 75 °F (24 °C) whereas it is 95 °F (35 °C) in Canoga Park.[69] The city, like much of the southern California coast, is subject to a late spring/early summer weather phenomenon called "June Gloom[image: External link]". This involves overcast or foggy skies in the morning which yield to sun by early afternoon.[70]

Downtown Los Angeles averages 14.93 in (379 mm) of precipitation annually, which mainly occurs during November through March,[66] generally in the form of moderate rain showers, but sometimes as heavy rainfall during winter storms. Summer days are usually rainless. Rarely, an incursion of moist air from the south or east can bring brief thunderstorms in late summer, especially to the mountains. The coast gets slightly less rainfall, while the inland and mountain areas get considerably more. Years of average rainfall are rare. The usual pattern is year to year variability, with a short string of dry years of 5–10 in (130–250 mm) rainfall, followed by one or two wet years with more than 20 in (510 mm).[66] Wet years are usually associated with warm water El Niño[image: External link] conditions in the Pacific, dry years with cooler water La Niña[image: External link] episodes. A series of rainy days can bring floods to the lowlands and mudslides to the hills, especially after wildfires[image: External link] have denuded the slopes.

Both freezing temperatures and snowfall are extremely rare in the city basin and along the coast, with the last occurrence of a 32 °F (0 °C) reading at the downtown station being January 29, 1979;[66] freezing temperatures occur nearly every year in valley locations while the mountains within city limits typically receive snowfall every winter. The greatest snowfall recorded in downtown Los Angeles was 2.0 inches (5 cm) on January 15, 1932.[66][71] At the official downtown station, the highest recorded temperature is 113 °F (45 °C) on September 27, 2010,[66][72] while the lowest is 28 °F (−2 °C),[66] on January 4, 1949.[66] During autumn and winter, Santa Ana winds[image: External link] sometimes bring much warmer and drier conditions to Los Angeles, and raise the wildfire risk.





	Climate data for Los Angeles ( USC[image: External link], Downtown[image: External link]), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1877–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	95

(35)
	95

(35)
	99

(37)
	106

(41)
	103

(39)
	112

(44)
	109

(43)
	106

(41)
	113

(45)
	108

(42)
	100

(38)
	92

(33)
	113

(45)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	83.3

(28.5)
	84.3

(29.1)
	85.8

(29.9)
	91.2

(32.9)
	89.7

(32.1)
	90.2

(32.3)
	94.1

(34.5)
	95.3

(35.2)
	98.9

(37.2)
	95.5

(35.3)
	88.0

(31.1)
	81.4

(27.4)
	102.7

(39.3)



	Average high °F (°C)
	68.2

(20.1)
	68.6

(20.3)
	70.2

(21.2)
	72.7

(22.6)
	74.5

(23.6)
	78.1

(25.6)
	83.1

(28.4)
	84.4

(29.1)
	83.1

(28.4)
	78.5

(25.8)
	72.8

(22.7)
	67.7

(19.8)
	75.2

(24)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	58.0

(14.4)
	58.9

(14.9)
	60.6

(15.9)
	63.1

(17.3)
	65.8

(18.8)
	69.2

(20.7)
	73.3

(22.9)
	74.3

(23.5)
	73.1

(22.8)
	68.6

(20.3)
	62.4

(16.9)
	57.6

(14.2)
	65.4

(18.6)



	Average low °F (°C)
	47.8

(8.8)
	49.3

(9.6)
	51.0

(10.6)
	53.5

(11.9)
	57.1

(13.9)
	60.3

(15.7)
	63.6

(17.6)
	64.1

(17.8)
	63.1

(17.3)
	58.7

(14.8)
	52.0

(11.1)
	47.5

(8.6)
	55.7

(13.2)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	41.3

(5.2)
	42.9

(6.1)
	44.9

(7.2)
	48.4

(9.1)
	53.6

(12)
	57.2

(14)
	61.2

(16.2)
	61.8

(16.6)
	59.2

(15.1)
	54.1

(12.3)
	45.0

(7.2)
	40.8

(4.9)
	39.1

(3.9)



	Record low °F (°C)
	28

(−2)
	28

(−2)
	31

(−1)
	36

(2)
	40

(4)
	46

(8)
	49

(9)
	49

(9)
	44

(7)
	40

(4)
	34

(1)
	30

(−1)
	28

(−2)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	3.12

(79.2)
	3.80

(96.5)
	2.43

(61.7)
	0.91

(23.1)
	0.26

(6.6)
	0.09

(2.3)
	0.01

(0.3)
	0.04

(1)
	0.24

(6.1)
	0.66

(16.8)
	1.04

(26.4)
	2.33

(59.2)
	14.93

(379.2)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	6.1
	6.4
	5.5
	3.2
	1.3
	0.6
	0.3
	0.3
	1.0
	2.5
	3.3
	5.2
	35.7



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	225.3
	222.5
	267.0
	303.5
	276.2
	275.8
	364.1
	349.5
	278.5
	255.1
	217.3
	219.4
	3,254.2



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	71
	72
	72
	78
	64
	64
	83
	84
	75
	73
	70
	71
	73



	Source: NOAA (sun 1961–1977)[73][74][75]






	Climate data for Los Angeles (LAX), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1944–present



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	91

(33)
	92

(33)
	95

(35)
	95

(35)
	91

(33)
	103

(39)
	93

(34)
	98

(37)
	106

(41)
	101

(38)
	101

(38)
	94

(34)
	106

(41)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	81.2

(27.3)
	81.0

(27.2)
	79.6

(26.4)
	83.4

(28.6)
	79.9

(26.6)
	80.0

(26.7)
	83.6

(28.7)
	85.7

(29.8)
	90.1

(32.3)
	89.9

(32.2)
	85.5

(29.7)
	78.9

(26.1)
	94.7

(34.8)



	Average high °F (°C)
	64.6

(18.1)
	64.3

(17.9)
	64.4

(18)
	66.4

(19.1)
	68.1

(20.1)
	70.6

(21.4)
	73.8

(23.2)
	74.9

(23.8)
	74.6

(23.7)
	72.5

(22.5)
	68.9

(20.5)
	64.6

(18.1)
	69.0

(20.6)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	56.7

(13.7)
	57.1

(13.9)
	58.0

(14.4)
	60.1

(15.6)
	62.7

(17.1)
	65.5

(18.6)
	68.8

(20.4)
	69.6

(20.9)
	68.9

(20.5)
	65.9

(18.8)
	61.1

(16.2)
	56.6

(13.7)
	62.6

(17)



	Average low °F (°C)
	48.8

(9.3)
	50.0

(10)
	51.7

(10.9)
	53.8

(12.1)
	57.3

(14.1)
	60.5

(15.8)
	63.7

(17.6)
	64.3

(17.9)
	63.2

(17.3)
	59.3

(15.2)
	53.2

(11.8)
	48.7

(9.3)
	56.2

(13.4)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	41.1

(5.1)
	42.5

(5.8)
	44.6

(7)
	47.5

(8.6)
	52.5

(11.4)
	56.2

(13.4)
	59.8

(15.4)
	60.6

(15.9)
	58.4

(14.7)
	52.7

(11.5)
	45.3

(7.4)
	40.9

(4.9)
	38.8

(3.8)



	Record low °F (°C)
	27

(−3)
	34

(1)
	35

(2)
	42

(6)
	45

(7)
	48

(9)
	52

(11)
	51

(11)
	47

(8)
	43

(6)
	38

(3)
	32

(0)
	27

(−3)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	2.71

(68.8)
	3.25

(82.6)
	1.85

(47)
	0.70

(17.8)
	0.22

(5.6)
	0.08

(2)
	0.03

(0.8)
	0.05

(1.3)
	0.21

(5.3)
	0.56

(14.2)
	1.11

(28.2)
	2.05

(52.1)
	12.82

(325.6)



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.01 in)
	6.0
	6.6
	5.8
	2.8
	1.2
	0.6
	0.5
	0.3
	1.0
	2.3
	3.4
	5.2
	35.7



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	63.4
	67.9
	70.5
	71.0
	74.0
	75.9
	76.6
	76.6
	74.2
	70.5
	65.5
	62.9
	70.8



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity 1961–1990)[73][76][77]






	Climate data for Los Angeles (Canoga Park[image: External link], in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link])



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	93

(34)
	94

(34)
	101

(38)
	105

(41)
	113

(45)
	113

(45)
	115

(46)
	116

(47)
	115

(46)
	110

(43)
	99

(37)
	96

(36)
	116

(47)



	Average high °F (°C)
	67.9

(19.9)
	69.9

(21.1)
	72.0

(22.2)
	77.7

(25.4)
	81.3

(27.4)
	88.8

(31.6)
	95.0

(35)
	96.0

(35.6)
	91.7

(33.2)
	84.4

(29.1)
	74.7

(23.7)
	68.8

(20.4)
	80.7

(27.1)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	53.7

(12.1)
	55.4

(13)
	57.2

(14)
	61.3

(16.3)
	65.2

(18.4)
	71.0

(21.7)
	76.0

(24.4)
	76.8

(24.9)
	73.5

(23.1)
	66.8

(19.3)
	58.2

(14.6)
	53.6

(12)
	64.1

(17.8)



	Average low °F (°C)
	39.5

(4.2)
	40.9

(4.9)
	42.3

(5.7)
	44.8

(7.1)
	49.1

(9.5)
	53.2

(11.8)
	56.9

(13.8)
	57.6

(14.2)
	55.2

(12.9)
	49.2

(9.6)
	41.7

(5.4)
	38.3

(3.5)
	47.4

(8.6)



	Record low °F (°C)
	19

(−7)
	18

(−8)
	26

(−3)
	30

(−1)
	33

(1)
	36

(2)
	42

(6)
	42

(6)
	38

(3)
	27

(−3)
	23

(−5)
	20

(−7)
	18

(−8)



	Average rainfall inches (mm)
	3.83

(97.3)
	4.40

(111.8)
	3.60

(91.4)
	0.88

(22.4)
	0.32

(8.1)
	0.07

(1.8)
	0.01

(0.3)
	0.15

(3.8)
	0.24

(6.1)
	0.62

(15.7)
	1.29

(32.8)
	2.38

(60.5)
	17.79

(452)



	Average rainy days
	6.2
	5.9
	6.1
	3.0
	1.3
	0.4
	0.1
	0.7
	1.3
	2.0
	3.2
	4.4
	34.6



	Source: NOAA[66]
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Further information: Pollution in California § Los Angeles air pollution[image: External link]


A Gabrielino settlement in the area was called iyáangẚ (written Yang-na by the Spanish), which has been translated as "poison oak place".[18][19] Yang-na has also been translated as "the valley of smoke".[78][79] Owing to geography, heavy reliance on automobiles, and the Los Angeles/Long Beach port complex, Los Angeles suffers from air pollution[image: External link] in the form of smog[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Basin[image: External link] and the San Fernando Valley[image: External link] are susceptible to atmospheric inversion[image: External link], which holds in the exhausts from road vehicles, airplanes, locomotives, shipping, manufacturing, and other sources.[80]

The smog season lasts from approximately May to October.[81] While other large cities rely on rain to clear smog, Los Angeles gets only 15 inches (380 mm) of rain each year: pollution accumulates over many consecutive days. Issues of air quality in Los Angeles and other major cities led to the passage of early national environmental legislation, including the Clean Air Act[image: External link]. More recently, the state of California has led the nation in working to limit pollution by mandating low-emission vehicles[image: External link]. Smog is expected to continue to drop in the coming years because of aggressive steps to reduce it, which include electric[image: External link] and hybrid[image: External link] cars, improvements in mass transit[image: External link], and other measures.

The number of Stage 1 smog alerts in Los Angeles has declined from over 100 per year in the 1970s to almost zero in the new millennium.[82] Despite improvement, the 2006 and 2007 annual reports of the American Lung Association[image: External link] ranked the city as the most polluted in the country with short-term particle pollution and year-round particle pollution.[83] In 2008, the city was ranked the second most polluted and again had the highest year-round particulate pollution.[84] The city met its goal of providing 20 percent of the city's power from renewable sources in 2010.[85] The American Lung Association's 2013 survey ranks the metro area as having the nation's worst smog, and fourth in both short-term and year-round pollution amounts.[86]

Climate change[image: External link] has already affected Los Angeles with a 4 degree average temperature rise from 1878 to 2005 with a UCLA[image: External link] study predicting that coastal areas will rise 3 to 4 degrees in temperature and urban areas 4 to 4.5 degrees.[87] In 2014, the fire season never finished in Southern California and studies have predicted that climate change will cause more frequent and larger fires by the end of the century.[87] Climate change is also expected to affect sea levels which are expected to rise 5 to 24 inches from 2000 to 2050 leading to higher storm surge and waves, which could result in more extensive flooding that could threaten critical coastal infrastructure.[87]

Los Angeles is also home to the nation's largest urban oil field[image: External link]. There are more than 700 active oil wells located within 1,500 feet of homes, churches, schools and hospitals in the city, a situation about which the EPA[image: External link] has voiced serious concerns.[88]
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Main article: Demographics of Los Angeles[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	1,610
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	4,385
	
	172.4%



	1870[image: External link]
	5,728
	
	30.6%



	1880[image: External link]
	11,183
	
	95.2%



	1890[image: External link]
	50,395
	
	350.6%



	1900[image: External link]
	102,479
	
	103.4%



	1910[image: External link]
	319,198
	
	211.5%



	1920[image: External link]
	576,673
	
	80.7%



	1930[image: External link]
	1,238,048
	
	114.7%



	1940[image: External link]
	1,504,277
	
	21.5%



	1950[image: External link]
	1,970,358
	
	31.0%



	1960[image: External link]
	2,479,015
	
	25.8%



	1970[image: External link]
	2,811,801
	
	13.4%



	1980[image: External link]
	2,968,528
	
	5.6%



	1990[image: External link]
	3,485,398
	
	17.4%



	2000[image: External link]
	3,694,820
	
	6.0%



	2010[image: External link]
	3,792,621
	
	2.6%



	Est. 2016
	3,976,322
	[89]
	4.8%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[90]






The 2010 United States Census[image: External link][91] reported that Los Angeles had a population of 3,792,621.[92] The population density was 8,092.3 people per square mile (2,913.0/km²). The age distribution was 874,525 people (23.1%) under 18, 434,478 people (11.5%) from 18 to 24, 1,209,367 people (31.9%) from 25 to 44, 877,555 people (23.1%) from 45 to 64, and 396,696 people (10.5%) who were 65 or older.[92] The median age was 34.1 years. For every 100 females there were 99.2 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 97.6 males.[92]

There were 1,413,995 housing units—up from 1,298,350 during 2005–2009[92]—at an average density of 2,812.8 households per square mile (1,086.0/km²), of which 503,863 (38.2%) were owner-occupied, and 814,305 (61.8%) were occupied by renters. The homeowner vacancy rate was 2.1%; the rental vacancy rate was 6.1%. 1,535,444 people (40.5% of the population) lived in owner-occupied housing units and 2,172,576 people (57.3%) lived in rental housing units.[92]

According to the 2010 United States Census, Los Angeles had a median household income of $49,497, with 22.0% of the population living below the federal poverty line.[92]
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	Racial composition
	2010[92]
	1990[93]
	1970[93]
	1940[93]



	Non-Hispanic White[image: External link]
	28.7%
	37.3%
	61.1%[94]
	86.3%



	Black or African American[image: External link]
	9.6%
	14.0%
	17.9%
	4.2%



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link]
	48.5%
	39.9%
	17.1%[94]
	7.1%[95]



	Asian[image: External link]
	11.3%
	9.8%
	3.6%
	2.2%




According to the 2010 Census, the racial makeup of Los Angeles included: 1,888,158 Whites[image: External link] (49.8%), 365,118 African Americans[image: External link] (9.6%), 28,215 Native Americans[image: External link] (0.7%), 426,959 Asians[image: External link] (11.3%), 5,577 Pacific Islanders[image: External link] (0.1%), 902,959 from other races[image: External link] (23.8%), and 175,635 (4.6%) from two or more races[image: External link].[92] Hispanics or Latinos[image: External link] of any race were 1,838,822 persons (48.5%). Los Angeles is home to people from more than 140 countries speaking 224 different identified languages.[96] Ethnic enclaves[image: External link] like Chinatown[image: External link], Historic Filipinotown[image: External link], Koreatown[image: External link], Little Armenia[image: External link], Little Ethiopia[image: External link], Tehrangeles[image: External link], Little Tokyo[image: External link], Little Bangladesh[image: External link] and Thai Town[image: External link] provide examples of the polyglot[image: External link] character of Los Angeles.

Non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] were 28.7% of the population in 2010,[92] compared to 86.3% in 1940.[93] The majority of the Non-Hispanic white population is living in areas along the Pacific coast as well as in neighboorhoods near and on the Santa Monica Mountains from the Pacific Palisades[image: External link] to Los Feliz[image: External link].

Mexican[image: External link] ancestry make up the largest ethnic group of Hispanics at 31.9% of Los Angeles' population, followed by those of Salvadoran[image: External link] (6.0%) and Guatemalan[image: External link] (3.6%) heritage. The Hispanic population has a long established Mexican-American and Central American community and is spread well-nigh throughout the entire city of Los Angeles and its metropolitan area. It is most heavily concentrated in regions around Downtown as East Los Angeles[image: External link], Northeast Los Angeles[image: External link] and Westlake[image: External link]. Furthermore, a vast majority of residents in neighborhoods in eastern South Los Angeles[image: External link] towards Downey[image: External link] are of Hispanic origin.

The largest Asian ethnic groups are Filipinos[image: External link] (3.2%) and Koreans[image: External link] (2.9%), which have their own established ethnic enclaves− Koreatown[image: External link] in the Wilshire Center and Historic Filipinotown[image: External link]. Chinese[image: External link] people, which make up 1.8% of Los Angeles' population, reside mostly outside of Los Angeles city limits and rather in the San Gabriel Valley[image: External link] of eastern Los Angeles County, but make a sizable presence in the city, notably in Chinatown[image: External link]. Chinatown and Thaitown[image: External link] are also home to many Thais[image: External link] and Cambodians[image: External link], which make up 0.3% and 0.1% of Los Angeles' population, respectively. Japanese[image: External link] comprise 0.9% of L.A.'s population, and have an established Little Tokyo[image: External link] in the city's downtown, and another significant community of Japanese Americans is located in the Sawtelle[image: External link] district of West Los Angeles. Vietnamese[image: External link] make up 0.5% of Los Angeles' population. Indians[image: External link] make up 0.9% of the city's population.

The Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] is home to a large population of Armenians[image: External link] and Iranians[image: External link], many of whom live in enclaves like Little Armenia[image: External link] and Tehrangeles[image: External link].

See also: African-American neighborhoods in Los Angeles[image: External link]


African Americans[image: External link] have been the predominant ethnic group in South Los Angeles[image: External link], which has emerged as the largest African American community in the western United States since the 1960s. The neighborhoods of South LA with highest concentration of African Americans include Crenshaw[image: External link], Baldwin Hills[image: External link], Leimert Park[image: External link], Hyde Park[image: External link], Gramercy Park[image: External link], Manchester Square[image: External link] and Watts[image: External link].[97] Apart from South Los Angeles, neighborhoods in the Central[image: External link] region of Los Angeles, as Mid-City[image: External link] and Mid-Wilshire[image: External link] have a moderate concentration of African Americans as well. In 1970, the Census Bureau reported the city's population as 17.9% black, 61.1% non-Hispanic white and 17.1% Hispanic.[93]
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According to a 2014 study by the Pew Research Center[image: External link], Christianity[image: External link] is the most prevalently practiced religion in Los Angeles (65%).[98][99] The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles[image: External link] leads the largest archdiocese[image: External link] in the country.[100] Cardinal Roger Mahony[image: External link] oversaw construction of the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels[image: External link], which opened in September 2002 in downtown Los Angeles.[101] Construction of the cathedral marked a coming of age of the city's Catholic, heavily Latino community. There are numerous Catholic churches and parishes throughout Los Angeles.

In 2011 the once common but ultimately lapsed custom of conducting a procession and Mass in honour of Nuestra Señora de los Ángeles in commemoration of the founding of the City of Los Angeles in 1781 was revived by the Queen of Angels Foundation[image: External link] and its founder Mark Albert[image: External link], with the support and approbation of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles[image: External link] as well as several civic leaders.[102] The recently revived custom is a continuation of the original processions and Masses which commenced on the first anniversary of the founding of Los Angeles in 1782 and continued for nearly a century thereafter.

With 621,000 Jews[image: External link] in the metropolitan area (490,000 in city proper), the region has the second largest population of Jews in the United States.[103] Many of Los Angeles' Jews now live on the Westside[image: External link] and in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link], though Boyle Heights[image: External link] and Northwest Los Angeles[image: External link] once had large Jewish populations. Many varieties of Judaism are represented in the area, including Reform[image: External link], Conservative[image: External link], Orthodox[image: External link], and Reconstructionist[image: External link]. The Breed Street Shul[image: External link] in East Los Angeles[image: External link], built in 1923, was the largest synagogue west of Chicago in its early decades.[104] (It is no longer a sacred space and is being converted to a museum and community center.)[105] The Kabbalah Centre[image: External link] also has a presence in the city.[106]

The International Church of the Foursquare Gospel[image: External link] was founded in Los Angeles by Aimee Semple McPherson[image: External link] in 1927 and remains headquartered there to this day. For many years, the church convened at Angelus Temple[image: External link], which, when built, was one of the largest churches in the country.

The Los Angeles California Temple[image: External link], the second largest temple[image: External link] operated by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link], is on Santa Monica Boulevard[image: External link] in the Westwood neighborhood[image: External link] of Los Angeles. Dedicated in 1956, it was the first LDS temple[image: External link] built in California and it was the largest in the world when completed.[107]

The Hollywood region of Los Angeles also has several significant headquarters, churches, and the Celebrity Center[image: External link] of Scientology[image: External link].

Because of Los Angeles' large multi-ethnic population, a wide variety of faiths are practiced, including Islam[image: External link], Buddhism, Hinduism[image: External link], Zoroastrianism[image: External link], Sikhism[image: External link], Bahá'í[image: External link], various Eastern Orthodox Churches[image: External link], Sufism[image: External link] and others. Immigrants from Asia for example, have formed a number of significant Buddhist congregations making the city home to the greatest variety of Buddhists in the world. Atheism[image: External link] and other secular[image: External link] beliefs are also common, as the city is the largest in the Western U.S. Unchurched Belt[image: External link].
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 Economy




Further information: Los Angeles County, California § Economy[image: External link]


See also: Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce[image: External link]


The economy of Los Angeles is driven by international trade, entertainment (television, motion pictures, video games, music recording, and production), aerospace, technology, petroleum, fashion, apparel, and tourism.[citation needed[image: External link]] Other significant industries include finance, telecommunications, law, healthcare, and transportation.

Three of the six major film studios—Paramount Pictures[image: External link], 20th Century Fox[image: External link], and Universal Pictures[image: External link]—are located within the city limits.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Los Angeles is the largest manufacturing center in the western United States.[108] The contiguous ports of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Long Beach[image: External link] together comprise the fifth-busiest port in the world and the most significant port in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] and is vital to trade within the Pacific Rim[image: External link].[108]

The Los Angeles–Long Beach metropolitan area[image: External link] has a gross metropolitan product[image: External link] of $866 billion (as of 2015),[109] making it the third-largest economic metropolitan area in the world, after Tokyo[image: External link] and New York[image: External link].[110] Los Angeles has been classified an "Alpha world city[image: External link]" according to a 2012 study by a group at Loughborough University[image: External link].[111]

The largest employers in the city as of 2009 were, in descending order, the City of Los Angeles, the County of Los Angeles[image: External link], and University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link].[112] The University of Southern California[image: External link] (USC) is the city's fourth largest employer and the largest private sector[image: External link] employer.[113]
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 Fortune 500




The city was home to six companies in the 2014 Fortune 500[image: External link].[114]



	Top publicly traded companies

in Los Angeles for 2014

(ranked by revenues)

with City and U.S. ranks



	L.A.
	
	Corporation
	
	US



	1
	
	Occidental Petroleum[image: External link] Corporation
	
	116



	2
	
	Health Net, Inc.[image: External link]
	
	254



	3
	
	Reliance Steel & Aluminum Co.[image: External link]
	
	299



	4
	
	AECOM Technology Corporation[image: External link]
	
	332



	5
	
	Oaktree Capital Group, LLC[image: External link]
	
	354



	6
	
	CBRE Group, Inc.[image: External link]
	
	363



	Source: Fortune 500[115]
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 Culture




Main article: Arts and culture of Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles is often billed as the "Creative Capital of the World", because one in every six of its residents works in a creative industry[116] and there are more artists, writers, filmmakers, actors, dancers and musicians living and working in Los Angeles than any other city at any time in history.[117]
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 Movies and the performing arts




The city's Hollywood neighborhood[image: External link] has become recognized as the center of the motion picture industry[image: External link]. Los Angeles plays host to the annual Academy Awards[image: External link] and is the site of the USC School of Cinematic Arts[image: External link], the oldest film school[image: External link] in the United States.[118]

The performing arts play a major role in Los Angeles' cultural identity. According to the USC Stevens Institute for Innovation, "there are more than 1,100 annual theatrical productions and 21 openings every week."[117] The Los Angeles Music Center[image: External link] is "one of the three largest performing arts centers in the nation", with more than 1.3 million visitors per year.[119] The Walt Disney Concert Hall[image: External link], centerpiece of the Music Center, is home to the prestigious Los Angeles Philharmonic[image: External link]. Notable organizations such as Center Theatre Group[image: External link], the Los Angeles Master Chorale[image: External link], and the Los Angeles Opera[image: External link] are also resident companies of the Music Center. Talent is locally cultivated at premier institutions such as the Colburn School[image: External link] and the USC Thornton School of Music[image: External link].
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 Museums and galleries




See also: Los Angeles City Museums[image: External link]


There are 841 museums and art galleries in Los Angeles County[image: External link].[120] In fact, Los Angeles has more museums per capita than any other city in the world.[120] Some of the notable museums are the Los Angeles County Museum of Art[image: External link] (the largest art museum in the Western United States[121]), the Getty Center[image: External link] (part of the larger J. Paul Getty Trust[image: External link], the world's wealthiest art institution[122]), the Battleship Iowa[image: External link], and the Museum of Contemporary Art[image: External link]. A significant number of art galleries are located on Gallery Row[image: External link], and tens of thousands attend the monthly Downtown Art Walk there.[123]
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 Sports




See also: Sports in Los Angeles[image: External link] and History of the National Football League in Los Angeles[image: External link]


The city of Los Angeles and its metropolitan area are the home of ten top level professional sports teams. These teams include the Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link] and Los Angeles Angels[image: External link] of Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB), the Los Angeles Rams[image: External link] and the Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link] of the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL), the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] and Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA), the Los Angeles Kings[image: External link] and Anaheim Ducks[image: External link] of the National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL), the Los Angeles Galaxy[image: External link] of Major League Soccer[image: External link] (MLS), and the Los Angeles Sparks[image: External link] of the Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA).

Other notable sports teams include the UCLA Bruins[image: External link] and the USC Trojans[image: External link] in the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (NCAA), both of which are Division I teams in the Pac-12 Conference[image: External link].

Los Angeles is the second-largest city in the United States but hosted no NFL team between 1995 and 2015. At one time, the Los Angeles area hosted two NFL teams: the Rams[image: External link] and the Raiders[image: External link]. Both left the city in 1995, with the Rams moving to St. Louis[image: External link], and the Raiders moving back to their original home of Oakland[image: External link]. After 21 seasons in St. Louis, on January 12, 2016, the NFL announced that the Rams would be moving back to Los Angeles for the 2016 NFL season[image: External link]. A new stadium will be built[image: External link] in Inglewood, California[image: External link] for the team by the 2020 season.[124][125][126] Prior to 1995, the Rams played their home games in the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] from 1946 to 1979 and the Raiders played their home games at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum from 1982 to 1994. The San Diego Chargers[image: External link] announced that they will become the Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link] beginning in the 2017 NFL season[image: External link] and will play at the StubHub Center[image: External link] in Carson, California[image: External link] for the next three seasons.

Los Angeles has twice hosted the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link]: in 1932[image: External link] and in 1984[image: External link], and is currently bidding for 2024 Summer Olympics[image: External link], with Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] as the host stadium. When the tenth Olympic Games were hosted in 1932, the former 10th Street was renamed Olympic Blvd. Super Bowls[image: External link] I[image: External link] and VII[image: External link] were also held in the city, as well as multiple FIFA World Cup[image: External link] games at the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in 1994[image: External link], including the final[image: External link]. Los Angeles also hosted the Deaflympics[image: External link] in 1985[image: External link][127] and Special Olympics World Summer Games[image: External link] in 2015[image: External link].[128]

Los Angeles boasts a number of sports venues, including Dodger Stadium[image: External link], the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], The Forum[image: External link], the StubHub Center[image: External link], the Staples Center[image: External link], and the Rose Bowl[image: External link] in nearby Pasadena.
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 Government




Main article: Government of Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: Government of Los Angeles County[image: External link]


Los Angeles is a charter city[image: External link] as opposed to a general law city[image: External link]. The current charter was adopted on June 8, 1999 and has been amended many times since then.[129] The elected government[image: External link] consists of the Los Angeles City Council[image: External link] and the Mayor of Los Angeles[image: External link] which operate under a mayor-council government[image: External link], as well as the city attorney[image: External link] (not to be confused with the district attorney[image: External link], a county office) and controller[image: External link]. The current mayor is Eric Garcetti[image: External link]. There are 15 city council districts[image: External link].

The city has many departments and appointed officers, including the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link] (LAPD), the Los Angeles Board of Police Commissioners[image: External link], the Los Angeles Fire Department[image: External link] (LAFD), the Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles[image: External link] (HACLA), the Los Angeles Department of Transportation[image: External link] (LADOT), and the Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link] (LAPL).

The Charter of the City of Los Angeles ratified by voters in 1999 created a system of advisory neighborhood councils that would represent the diversity of stakeholders, defined as those who live, work or own property in the neighborhood. The neighborhood councils are relatively autonomous and spontaneous in that they identify their own boundaries, establish their own bylaws, and elect their own officers. There are currently about 90 neighborhood councils.

Residents of Los Angeles elect supervisors[image: External link] for the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th supervisorial districts.
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 Federal and state representation




In the California State Assembly[image: External link], Los Angeles is split between fourteen districts.[130] In the California State Senate[image: External link], the city is split between eight districts.[131] In the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], it is split between ten congressional districts.[132]
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 Crime




See also: Crime in Los Angeles[image: External link] and List of criminal gangs in Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles experienced a significant decline in crime in the 1990s and late 2000s and reached a 50-year low in 2009 with 314 homicides.[133][134] This is a rate of 7.85 per 100,000 population—a major decrease from 1980 when a homicide rate of 34.2 per 100,000 was reported.[135][136] This included 15 officer-involved shootings. One shooting led to the death of a SWAT[image: External link] team member, Randal Simmons, the first in LAPD's history.[137] Los Angeles in the year of 2013 totaled 251 murders, a decrease of 16 percent from the previous year. Police speculate that the drop resulted from a number of factors, including young people spending more time online.[138] Crime increased significantly in 2015 from the low in 2013 with the rate of aggravated assault up 76%, rape up 182.7% and murder up 9.2%.[139]

The Dragna crime family[image: External link] and the Cohen crime family[image: External link] dominated organized crime in the city during the Prohibition era[image: External link][140] and reached its peak during the 1940s and 1950s with the battle of Sunset Strip[image: External link] as part of the American Mafia[image: External link], but has gradually declined since then with the rise of various black and Hispanic[image: External link] gangs in the late 1960s and early 1970s.[140]

According to the Los Angeles Police Department[image: External link], the city is home to 45,000 gang members, organized into 450 gangs.[141] Among them are the Crips[image: External link] and Bloods[image: External link], which are both African American street gangs that originated in the South Los Angeles[image: External link] region. Latino street gangs such as the Sureños[image: External link], a Mexican American street gang, and Mara Salvatrucha[image: External link], which has mainly members of Salvadoran[image: External link] descent, all originated in Los Angeles. This has led to the city being referred to as the "Gang Capital of America".[142]
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 Education
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 Colleges and universities




There are three public universities located within the city limits: California State University, Los Angeles[image: External link] (CSULA), California State University, Northridge[image: External link] (CSUN) and University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link] (UCLA).

Private colleges in the city include the American Film Institute Conservatory[image: External link], Alliant International University[image: External link], Syracuse University[image: External link] (Los Angeles Campus), American Academy of Dramatic Arts[image: External link] (Los Angeles Campus), American Jewish University[image: External link], The American Musical and Dramatic Academy – Los Angeles campus[image: External link], Antioch University[image: External link]'s Los Angeles campus, Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science[image: External link], Emperor's College[image: External link], Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising[image: External link]'s Los Angeles campus (FIDM), Los Angeles Film School[image: External link], Loyola Marymount University[image: External link] (LMU is also the parent university of Loyola Law School[image: External link] located in Los Angeles), Marymount College[image: External link], Mount St. Mary's College[image: External link], National University[image: External link] of California, Occidental College[image: External link] ("Oxy"), Otis College of Art and Design[image: External link] (Otis), Southern California Institute of Architecture[image: External link] (SCI-Arc), Southwestern Law School[image: External link], University of Southern California[image: External link] (USC), and Woodbury University[image: External link].

The community college system consists of nine campuses governed by the trustees of the Los Angeles Community College District: East Los Angeles College[image: External link] (ELAC), Los Angeles City College[image: External link] (LACC), Los Angeles Harbor College[image: External link], Los Angeles Mission College[image: External link], Los Angeles Pierce College[image: External link], Los Angeles Valley College[image: External link] (LAVC), Los Angeles Southwest College[image: External link], Los Angeles Trade-Technical College[image: External link] and West Los Angeles College[image: External link].

There are numerous additional colleges and universities outside the city limits in the Greater Los Angeles area.
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 Schools and libraries




See also: Los Angeles County, California § Colleges and universities[image: External link]; and List of high schools in Los Angeles County, California[image: External link]


Los Angeles Unified School District[image: External link] serves almost all of the city of Los Angeles, as well as several surrounding communities, with a student population around 800,000.[143] After Proposition 13[image: External link] was approved in 1978, urban school districts had considerable trouble with funding. LAUSD has become known for its underfunded, overcrowded and poorly maintained campuses, although its 162 Magnet schools[image: External link] help compete with local private schools.

Several small sections of Los Angeles are in the Las Virgenes Unified School District[image: External link]. The Los Angeles County Office of Education operates the Los Angeles County High School for the Arts[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link] system operates 72 public libraries in the city.[144] Enclaves of unincorporated areas are served by branches of the County of Los Angeles Public Library[image: External link], many of which are within walking distance to residents.
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 Media




Main article: Media in Los Angeles[image: External link]


See also: List of television shows set in Los Angeles[image: External link] and List of films set in Los Angeles[image: External link]


The Los Angeles metro area is the second-largest broadcast designated market area[image: External link] in the U.S. (after New York[image: External link]) with 5,431,140 homes (4.956% of the U.S.), which is served by a wide variety of local AM[image: External link] and FM[image: External link] radio and television[image: External link] stations. Los Angeles and New York City are the only two media markets to have seven VHF[image: External link] allocations assigned to them.[145]

As part of the region's aforementioned creative industry, the Big Four major broadcast television networks, ABC, CBS[image: External link], Fox[image: External link], and NBC[image: External link], all have production facilities and offices throughout various areas of Los Angeles. All four major broadcast television networks, plus major Spanish-language networks Telemundo[image: External link] and Univision[image: External link], also own and operate stations that both serve the Los Angeles market and serve as each network's West Coast flagship station[image: External link]: ABC's KABC-TV[image: External link] (Channel 7), CBS's KCBS-TV[image: External link] (Channel 2), Fox's KTTV-TV[image: External link] (Channel 11), NBC's KNBC-TV[image: External link] (Chennel 4), Telemundo's KVEA-TV[image: External link] (Channel 52), and Univision's KMEX-TV[image: External link] (Channel 34). The region also has three PBS[image: External link] stations, as well as KCET[image: External link], the nation's largest independent public television station. KTBN[image: External link] (Channel 40) is the flagship station[image: External link] of the religious Trinity Broadcasting Network[image: External link], based out of Santa Ana[image: External link]. A variety of independent television stations, such as KCAL-TV[image: External link] (Channel 9) and KTLA-TV[image: External link] (Channel 5), also operate in the area.

The major daily English-language newspaper in the area is the Los Angeles Times[image: External link]. La Opinión[image: External link] is the city's major daily Spanish-language paper. The Korea Times[image: External link] is the city's major daily Korean language[image: External link] paper while The World Journal[image: External link] is the city and county's major Chinese newspaper. The Los Angeles Sentinel[image: External link] is the city's major African-American[image: External link] weekly paper, boasting the largest African-American readership in the Western United States[image: External link]. Investor's Business Daily[image: External link] is distributed from its L.A. corporate offices, which are headquartered in Playa del Rey.

There are also a number of smaller regional newspapers, alternative weeklies and magazines, including the Los Angeles Register[image: External link], Los Angeles Community News, (which focuses on coverage of the greater Los Angeles area), Los Angeles Daily News[image: External link] (which focuses coverage on the San Fernando Valley[image: External link]), LA Weekly[image: External link], L.A. Record[image: External link] (which focuses coverage on the music scene in the Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link]), Los Angeles Magazine, the Los Angeles Business Journal[image: External link], the Los Angeles Daily Journal (legal industry paper), The Hollywood Reporter, Variety (both entertainment industry papers), and Los Angeles Downtown News[image: External link]. In addition to the major papers, numerous local periodicals serve immigrant communities in their native languages, including Armenian, English, Korean, Persian, Russian, Chinese, Japanese, Hebrew, and Arabic. Many cities adjacent to Los Angeles also have their own daily newspapers whose coverage and availability overlaps into certain Los Angeles neighborhoods. Examples include The Daily Breeze[image: External link] (serving the South Bay[image: External link]), and The Long Beach Press-Telegram[image: External link].

Los Angeles arts, culture and nightlife news is also covered by a number of local and national online guides like Time Out Los Angeles[image: External link], Thrillist[image: External link], Kristin's List, DailyCandy, LAist, and Flavorpill.[146]
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in Los Angeles[image: External link]
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 Freeways




Main article: Southern California freeways[image: External link]


The city and the rest of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] are served by an extensive network of freeways and highways. The Texas Transportation Institute[image: External link], which publishes an annual Urban Mobility Report, ranked Los Angeles road traffic as the most congested in the United States in 2005 as measured by annual delay per traveler.[147] The average traveler in Los Angeles experienced 72 hours of traffic delay per year according to the study. Los Angeles was followed by San Francisco[image: External link]/ Oakland[image: External link], Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and Atlanta[image: External link], (each with 60 hours of delay).[148] Despite the congestion in the city, the mean travel time for commuters in Los Angeles is shorter than other major cities, including New York City[image: External link], Philadelphia[image: External link] and Chicago[image: External link]. Los Angeles's mean travel time for work commutes in 2006 was 29.2 minutes, similar to those of San Francisco and Washington, D.C.[149]

Among the major highways that connect LA to the rest of the nation include Interstate 5[image: External link], which runs south through San Diego[image: External link] to Tijuana[image: External link] in Mexico and north through Sacramento[image: External link], Portland[image: External link], and Seattle[image: External link] to the Canada–US border[image: External link]; Interstate 10[image: External link], the southernmost east–west, coast-to-coast Interstate Highway[image: External link] in the United States, going to Jacksonville, Florida[image: External link]; and U.S. Route 101[image: External link], which heads to the California Central Coast[image: External link], San Francisco, the Redwood Empire[image: External link], and the Oregon[image: External link] and Washington[image: External link] coasts.
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 Transit systems




Main article: Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link]


The LA County Metropolitan Transportation Authority and other agencies operate an extensive system of bus lines, as well as subway[image: External link] and light rail lines across Los Angeles County, with a combined monthly ridership (measured in individual boardings) of 38.8 million as of September 2011. The majority of this (30.5 million) is taken up by the city's bus system,[150] the second busiest in the country. The subway and light rail combined average the remaining roughly 8.2 million boardings per month.[150] In 2005, 10.2% of Los Angeles commuters rode some form of public transportation.[151]

The city's subway system[image: External link] is the ninth busiest in the United States[image: External link] and its light rail system is the country's second busiest[image: External link].[152] The rail system includes the Red[image: External link] and Purple[image: External link] subway lines, as well as the Gold[image: External link], Blue[image: External link], Expo[image: External link], and Green[image: External link] light rail lines. In 2016, the Expo Line was extended to the Pacific at Santa Monica[image: External link]. The Metro Orange[image: External link] and Silver[image: External link] lines are bus rapid transit[image: External link] lines with stops and frequency similar to those of light rail. The city is also central to the commuter rail[image: External link] system Metrolink[image: External link], which links Los Angeles to all neighboring counties as well as many suburbs.

Besides the rail service provided by Metrolink[image: External link] and the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Los Angeles is served by inter-city passenger trains from Amtrak[image: External link]. The main rail station in the city is Union Station[image: External link] just north of Downtown.

In addition, the city directly contracts for local and commuter bus service through the Los Angeles Department of Transportation[image: External link], or LADOT.
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 Airports




Main article: List of airports in the Los Angeles area[image: External link]


The main international and domestic airport serving Los Angeles is Los Angeles International Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: LAX,  ICAO[image: External link]: KLAX), commonly referred to by its airport code, LAX. The sixth busiest commercial airport in the world and the third busiest in the United States, LAX handled over 66 million passengers and close to 2 million tons of cargo in 2013.

Other major nearby commercial airports include:


	( IATA[image: External link]: ONT,  ICAO[image: External link]: KONT) LA/Ontario International Airport[image: External link], owned by the city of Los Angeles; serves the Inland Empire.

	( IATA[image: External link]: BUR,  ICAO[image: External link]: KBUR) Bob Hope Airport[image: External link], formerly known as Burbank Airport; serves the San Fernando and San Gabriel Valleys

	( IATA[image: External link]: LGB,  ICAO[image: External link]: KLGB) Long Beach Airport[image: External link], serves the Long Beach/Harbor area

	( IATA[image: External link]: SNA,  ICAO[image: External link]: KSNA) John Wayne Airport[image: External link] of Orange County



One of the world's busiest general-aviation airports is also located in Los Angeles, Van Nuys Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: VNY,  ICAO[image: External link]: KVNY).[153]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Seaports




The Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] is located in San Pedro Bay[image: External link] in the San Pedro[image: External link] neighborhood, approximately 20 miles (32 km) south of Downtown. Also called Los Angeles Harbor and WORLDPORT LA, the port complex occupies 7,500 acres (30 km2) of land and water along 43 miles (69 km) of waterfront. It adjoins the separate Port of Long Beach[image: External link].

The sea ports of the Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] and Port of Long Beach[image: External link] together make up the Los Angeles/Long Beach Harbor.[154][155] Together, both ports are the fifth busiest container[image: External link] port in the world, with a trade volume of over 14.2 million TEU's[image: External link] in 2008.[156] Singly, the Port of Los Angeles is the busiest container ports in the United States and the largest cruise ship center on the West Coast of the United States[image: External link] – The Port of Los Angeles' World Cruise Center served about 590,000 passengers in 2014.[157]

There are also smaller, non-industrial harbors along Los Angeles' coastline. The port includes four bridges: the Vincent Thomas Bridge[image: External link], Henry Ford Bridge[image: External link], Gerald Desmond Bridge[image: External link], and Commodore Schuyler F. Heim Bridge[image: External link]. Passenger ferry service from San Pedro to the city of Avalon[image: External link] on Santa Catalina Island[image: External link] is provided by Catalina Express.
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 Notable people




Main article: List of people from Los Angeles[image: External link]


As home to Hollywood and its entertainment industry, numerous singers, actors and other entertainers live in various districts of Los Angeles.
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 Twin towns and sister cities




Los Angeles has 25 sister cities[image: External link],[158] listed chronologically by year joined:



	
Eilat[image: External link], Israel (1959)

	
Nagoya[image: External link], Japan (1959)

	
Salvador, Bahia[image: External link], Brazil (1962)

	
Bordeaux[image: External link], France (1964)[159][160]


	
Berlin[image: External link], Germany (1967)[161]


	
Lusaka[image: External link], Zambia (1968)

	
Mexico City[image: External link], Mexico (1969)

	
Auckland[image: External link], New Zealand (1971)

	
Busan[image: External link], South Korea (1971)

	
Mumbai[image: External link], India (1972)

	
Tehran[image: External link], Iran (1972)

	
Taipei[image: External link], Taiwan, Republic of China (1979)

	
Guangzhou[image: External link], People's Republic of China (1981)[162]


	
Athens[image: External link], Greece (1984)

	
Saint Petersburg[image: External link], Russia (1984)

	
Vancouver[image: External link], British Columbia, Canada (1986)[163]


	
Giza[image: External link], Egypt (1989)

	
Jakarta[image: External link], Indonesia (1990)

	
Kaunas[image: External link], Lithuania (1991)

	
Makati[image: External link], Philippines (1992)

	
Split, Croatia[image: External link] (1993)[164]


	
San Salvador[image: External link], El Salvador (2005)

	
Beirut[image: External link], Lebanon (2006)

	
Ischia, Campania[image: External link], Italy (2006)

	
Yerevan[image: External link], Armenia (2007)[165]






In addition, Los Angeles has the following "friendship cities":[166]


	London, United Kingdom[image: External link]

	Łódź, Poland[image: External link]

	Manchester, United Kingdom[image: External link]

	
Tel Aviv, Israel[image: External link][167]
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For other uses, see California (disambiguation)[image: External link].

California ( i[image: External link]/,kael'fo:rnje, -ni.e /[image: External link] KAL-ə-FORN -yə[image: External link], KAL-ə-FORN -ee-ə[image: External link]) is the most populous state[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] and the third most extensive[image: External link] by area. Located on the western (Pacific Ocean[image: External link]) coast of the U.S., California is bordered by Oregon[image: External link] to the north, Nevada[image: External link], to the east and northeast, Arizona[image: External link] to the southeast and it shares an international border[image: External link] with the Mexican state[image: External link] of Baja California[image: External link] to the south. The state capital is Sacramento[image: External link]. Los Angeles is California's most populous city[image: External link], and the country's second largest[image: External link] after New York City[image: External link]. The Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link] and the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] are the nation's second- and fifth-most populous urban regions[image: External link], respectively. California also has the nation's most populous county[image: External link], Los Angeles County[image: External link], and its largest county[image: External link] by area, San Bernardino County[image: External link].

California's diverse geography ranges from the Pacific Coast[image: External link] in the west to the Sierra Nevada[image: External link] mountain range in the east; and from the redwood[image: External link]–Douglas fir[image: External link] forests in the northwest to the Mojave Desert[image: External link] in the southeast. The Central Valley[image: External link], a major agricultural area, dominates the state's center. Though California is well-known for its warm Mediterranean climate[image: External link], the large size of the state means it can vary from moist temperate rainforest[image: External link] in the north, to arid desert[image: External link] in the interior, as well as snowy alpine[image: External link] in the mountains.

What is now California was first settled by various Native American tribes[image: External link] before being explored by a number of European expeditions during the 16th and 17th centuries. The Spanish Empire[image: External link] then claimed it as part of Alta California[image: External link] in their New Spain[image: External link] colony. The area became a part of Mexico[image: External link] in 1821 following its successful war for independence[image: External link], but was ceded to the United States in 1848 after the Mexican–American War[image: External link]. The western portion of Alta California then was organized as the State of California, and admitted as the 31st state on September 9, 1850. The California Gold Rush[image: External link] starting in 1848 led to dramatic social and demographic changes, with large-scale emigration from the east and abroad with an accompanying economic boom.

If it were a country, California would be the 6th largest economy in the world[image: External link][14] and the 35th most populous[image: External link]. It is also regarded as a global trendsetter in both popular culture and politics, and is the origin of the film industry[image: External link], the hippie[image: External link] counterculture, the Internet[image: External link],[15] and the personal computer[image: External link], among others. Fifty-eight percent of the state's economy[image: External link] is centered on finance[image: External link], government[image: External link], real estate services[image: External link], technology[image: External link], and professional, scientific and technical business services[image: External link].[16] The San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] has the nation's highest median household income[image: External link] by metropolitan area, and is the headquarters of three of the world's largest 40 firms by revenue, Chevron[image: External link], Apple[image: External link], and McKesson[image: External link].[17] Although it accounts for only 1.5 percent of the state's economy,[16] California's agriculture industry has the highest output of any U.S. state.[18]
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 Etymology




Main article: Etymology of California[image: External link]


The word California originally referred to the Baja California Peninsula[image: External link] of Mexico; it was later extended to the entire region composed of the current United States states of California, Nevada[image: External link], and Utah[image: External link], and parts of Arizona[image: External link], New Mexico[image: External link], Texas[image: External link] and Wyoming[image: External link].[19]

The name California is surmised by some writers to have derived from a fictional paradise peopled by Black[image: External link] Amazons[image: External link] and ruled by Queen Calafia[image: External link],[20][21] who fought alongside Muslims and whose name was chosen to echo the title of a Muslim leader, the Caliph, fictionally implying that California was the Caliphate.[22] The story of Calafia is recorded in a 1510 work The Adventures of Esplandián[image: External link], written as a sequel to Amadis de Gaula[image: External link] by Spanish adventure writer Garci Rodríguez de Montalvo[image: External link].[23][24][25] The kingdom of Queen Calafia, according to Montalvo, was said to be a remote land inhabited by griffins[image: External link] and other strange beasts, and rich in gold.


Know ye that at the right hand of the Indies there is an island called California, very close to that part of the Terrestrial Paradise, which was inhabited by black women without a single man among them, and they lived in the manner of Amazons. They were robust of body with strong passionate hearts and great virtue. The island itself is one of the wildest in the world on account of the bold and craggy rocks.

— Chapter CLVII of The Adventures of Esplandián[image: External link][26]



When Spanish explorer Francisco de Ulloa[image: External link] was exploring the western coast of North America, his initial surveys of the Baja California Peninsula[image: External link] led him to believe that it was an island rather than part of the larger continent, so he dubbed the "island" after the mythical island in Montalvo's writing.[27] This conventional wisdom that California was an island[image: External link], with maps drawn to reflect this belief, lasted as late as the 1700s.[28]

Shortened forms of the state's name include CA, Cal., Calif.[image: External link] and US-CA[image: External link].
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 History




Main article: History of California[image: External link]
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 Pre-contact




Settled by successive waves of arrivals during the last 10,000 years, California was one of the most culturally and linguistically diverse areas in pre-Columbian North America[image: External link]. Various estimates of the native population range from 100,000 to 300,000.[29] The Indigenous peoples of California[image: External link] included more than 70 distinct groups[image: External link] of Native Americans, ranging from large, settled populations living on the coast to groups in the interior. California groups also were diverse in their political organization with bands, tribes, villages, and on the resource-rich coasts, large chiefdoms, such as the Chumash[image: External link], Pomo[image: External link] and Salinan[image: External link]. Trade, intermarriage and military alliances fostered many social and economic relationships among the diverse groups.
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 16th, 17th and 18th centuries




The first European effort to explore the coast as far north as the Russian River[image: External link] was a Spanish[image: External link] sailing expedition, led by Portuguese captain Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo[image: External link], in 1542. Some 37 years later English explorer Francis Drake[image: External link] also explored and claimed an undefined portion of the California coast in 1579. Spanish traders made unintended visits with the Manila galleons[image: External link] on their return trips from the Philippines[image: External link] beginning in 1565.[30] The first Asians to set foot on what would be the United States occurred in 1587, when Filipino[image: External link] sailors arrived in Spanish ships at Morro Bay[image: External link].[31] Sebastián Vizcaíno[image: External link] explored and mapped the coast of California in 1602 for New Spain[image: External link].

Despite the on-the-ground explorations of California in the 16th century, Rodríguez's idea of California as an island persisted. That depiction appeared on many European maps well into the 18th century.[32]

After the Portolà expedition[image: External link] of 1769–70, Spanish missionaries[image: External link] began setting up 21 California Missions[image: External link] on or near the coast of Alta (Upper) California[image: External link], beginning in San Diego. During the same period, Spanish military forces built several forts ( presidios[image: External link]) and three small towns (pueblos). Two of the pueblos grew into the cities of Los Angeles and San Jose[image: External link]. The Spanish colonization brought the genocide of the indigenous Californian peoples[image: External link].
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 19th century




Imperial Russia[image: External link] explored the California coast and established a trading post at Fort Ross[image: External link]. Its early 19th-century coastal settlements north of San Francisco Bay[image: External link] constituted the southernmost Russian colony in North America and were spread over an area stretching from Point Arena[image: External link] to Tomales Bay[image: External link].[34]

In 1821, the Mexican War of Independence[image: External link] gave Mexico[image: External link] (including California) independence from Spain; for the next 25 years, Alta California[image: External link] remained a remote northern province of the nation of Mexico.

Cattle ranches, or ranchos[image: External link], emerged as the dominant institutions of Mexican California. After Mexican independence from Spain, the chain of missions became the property of the Mexican government and were secularized[image: External link] by 1834.[35] The ranchos developed under ownership by Californios[image: External link] (Spanish-speaking Californians) who had received land grants, and traded cowhides and tallow with Boston merchants.

From the 1820s, trappers and settlers from the United States and the future Canada arrived in Northern California. These new arrivals used the Siskiyou Trail[image: External link], California Trail[image: External link], Oregon Trail[image: External link] and Old Spanish Trail[image: External link] to cross the rugged mountains and harsh deserts in and surrounding California.

Between 1831 and 1836, California experienced a series of revolts against Mexico;[36] this culminated in the 1836 California revolt led by Juan Bautista Alvarado[image: External link], which ended after Mexico appointed him governor of the department.[37] The revolt, which had momentarily declared California an independent state, was successful with the assistance of American[image: External link] and British[image: External link] residents of California,[38] including Isaac Graham[image: External link];[39] after 1840, 100 of those residents who did not have passports were arrested, leading to the Graham affair in 1840.[38]

One of the largest ranchers in California was John Marsh[image: External link]. After failing to obtain justice against squatters on his land from the Mexican courts, he determined that California should become part of the United States. Marsh conducted a letter-writing campaign espousing the California climate, soil and other reasons to settle there, as well as the best route to follow, which became known as "Marsh's route." His letters were read, reread, passed around, and printed in newspapers throughout the country, and started the first wagon trains rolling to California.[40] He invited immigrants to stay on his ranch until they could get settled, and assisted in their obtaining passports.[41]

After ushering in the period of organized emigration to California, Marsh helped end the rule of the last Mexican governor of California, thereby paving the way to California's ultimate acquisition by the United States.[42]

In 1846, settlers rebelled against Mexican rule during the Bear Flag Revolt[image: External link]. Afterwards, rebels raised the Bear Flag[image: External link] (featuring a bear, a star, a red stripe and the words "California Republic") at Sonoma. The Republic's only president was William B. Ide[image: External link],[43] who played a pivotal role during the Bear Flag Revolt.

The California Republic was short lived;[44] the same year marked the outbreak of the Mexican–American War[image: External link] (1846–48).[45] When Commodore John D. Sloat[image: External link] of the United States Navy[image: External link] sailed into Monterey Bay[image: External link] and began the military occupation of California by the United States, Northern California capitulated in less than a month to the United States forces.[46] After a series of defensive battles in Southern California[image: External link], the Treaty of Cahuenga[image: External link] was signed by the Californios[image: External link] on January 13, 1847, securing American control in California.[47]

Following the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link] that ended the war, the western territory of Alta California, became the United States state of California, and Arizona[image: External link], Nevada[image: External link], Colorado[image: External link] and Utah[image: External link] became United States Territories. The lightly populated lower region of California, the Baja Peninsula, remained in the possession of Mexico[image: External link].

In 1846, the non-native population of California was estimated to be no more than 8,000, plus about 100,000 Native Americans down from about 300,000 before Hispanic settlement in 1769.[48] After gold was discovered in 1848, the population burgeoned with United States citizens, Europeans, Chinese and other immigrants during the great California Gold Rush[image: External link]. By 1854 over 300,000 settlers had come.[49] Between 1847 and 1870, the population of San Francisco[image: External link] increased from 500 to 150,000.[50] On September 9, 1850, as part of the Compromise of 1850[image: External link], California was admitted to the United States undivided as a free state[image: External link], denying the expansion of slavery[image: External link] to the Pacific Coast.

California's native population precipitously declined, above all, from Eurasian diseases to which they had no natural immunity.[51] As in other states, the native inhabitants were forcibly removed from their lands by incoming miners, ranchers, and farmers. And although California entered the union as a free state, the "loitering or orphaned Indians" were de facto enslaved by Mexican and Anglo-American masters under the 1853 Act for the Government and Protection of Indians.[52] There were massacres in which hundreds of indigenous people were killed. Between 1850 and 1860, California paid around 1.5 million dollars (some 250,000 of which was reimbursed by the federal government)[53] to hire militias whose purpose was to protect settlers from the indigenous populations. In later decades, the native population was placed in reservations and rancherias, which were often small and isolated and without enough natural resources or funding from the government to sustain the populations living on them.[52] As a result, the rise of California was a calamity for the native inhabitants. Several scholars and Native American activists, including Benjamin Madley and Ed Castillo[image: External link], have described the actions of the California government as a genocide.[54]

The seat of government for California under Spanish and later Mexican rule was located at Monterey[image: External link] from 1777 until 1845.[35] Pio Pico[image: External link], last Mexican governor of Alta California, moved the capital to Los Angeles in 1845. The United States consulate[image: External link] was also located in Monterey, under consul Thomas O. Larkin[image: External link].

In 1849, the Constitutional Convention was first held in Monterey. Among the tasks was a decision on a location for the new state capital. The first legislative sessions were held in San Jose[image: External link] (1850–1851). Subsequent locations included Vallejo[image: External link] (1852–1853), and nearby Benicia[image: External link] (1853–1854); these locations eventually proved to be inadequate as well. The capital has been located in Sacramento[image: External link] since 1854[55] with only a short break in 1862 when legislative sessions were held in San Francisco due to flooding in Sacramento[image: External link].

Initially, travel between California and the rest of the continental United States was time consuming and dangerous. A more direct connection came in 1869 with the completion of the First Transcontinental Railroad[image: External link] through Donner Pass[image: External link] in the Sierra Nevada mountains. Once completed, hundreds of thousands of United States citizens came west, where new Californians were discovering that land in the state, if irrigated during the dry summer months, was extremely well suited to fruit cultivation and agriculture in general. Vast expanses of wheat, other cereal crops, vegetable crops, cotton, and nut and fruit trees were grown (including oranges in Southern California), and the foundation was laid for the state's prodigious agricultural production in the Central Valley and elsewhere.
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 20th century




Migration to California accelerated during the early 20th century with the completion of major transcontinental highways like the Lincoln Highway[image: External link] and Route 66[image: External link]. In the period from 1900 to 1965, the population grew from fewer than one million to become the most populous state in the Union. In 1940, the Census Bureau reported California's population as 6.0% Hispanic, 2.4% Asian, and 89.5% non-Hispanic white.[56]

To meet the population's needs, major engineering feats like the California[image: External link] and Los Angeles Aqueducts[image: External link]; the Oroville[image: External link] and Shasta Dams[image: External link]; and the Bay[image: External link] and Golden Gate[image: External link] Bridges were built across the state. The state government also adopted the California Master Plan for Higher Education[image: External link] in 1960 to develop a highly efficient system of public education.

Meanwhile, attracted to the mild Mediterranean climate, cheap land, and the state's wide variety of geography, filmmakers established the studio system[image: External link] in Hollywood in the 1920s. California manufactured 8.7 percent of total United States military armaments produced during World War II[image: External link], ranking third (behind New York[image: External link] and Michigan[image: External link]) among the 48 states.[57] After World War II, California's economy greatly expanded due to strong aerospace[image: External link] and defense[image: External link] industries,[58] whose size decreased following the end of the Cold War[image: External link].[58][59] Stanford University[image: External link] and its Dean of Engineering Frederick Terman[image: External link] began encouraging faculty and graduates to stay in California instead of leaving the state, and develop a high-tech region in the area now known as Silicon Valley[image: External link].[60] As a result of these efforts, California is regarded as a world center of the entertainment and music industries, of technology, engineering, and the aerospace industry, and as the United States center of agricultural production.[61] Just before the "Dot Com Bust"[image: External link] California had the 5th largest economy in the world among nations.[62] Yet since 1991, and starting in the late 1980s in Southern California[image: External link], California has seen a net loss of domestic migrants most years. This is often referred to by the media as the California exodus.[63]

However, during the 20th century, two great disasters happened in California. The 1906 San Francisco earthquake[image: External link] and 1928 St. Francis Dam[image: External link] flood remain the deadliest in U.S history.[64]
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Main article: Geography of California[image: External link]


California is the 3rd largest state in the United States[image: External link] in area, after Alaska[image: External link] and Texas[image: External link].[66] California is often geographically bisected into two regions, Southern California[image: External link], comprising the 10 southernmost counties,[67][68] and Northern California[image: External link], comprising the 48 northernmost counties.[69][70]

In the middle of the state lies the California Central Valley[image: External link], bounded by the Sierra Nevada[image: External link] in the east, the coastal mountain ranges[image: External link] in the west, the Cascade Range[image: External link] to the north and by the Tehachapi Mountains[image: External link] in the south. The Central Valley is California's productive agricultural heartland.

Divided in two by the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta[image: External link], the northern portion, the Sacramento Valley[image: External link] serves as the watershed of the Sacramento River[image: External link], while the southern portion, the San Joaquin Valley[image: External link] is the watershed for the San Joaquin River[image: External link]. Both valleys derive their names from the rivers that flow through them. With dredging, the Sacramento and the San Joaquin Rivers have remained deep enough for several inland cities to be seaports[image: External link].

The Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta is a critical water supply hub for the state. Water is diverted from the delta and through an extensive network of pumps[image: External link] and canals that traverse nearly the length of the state, to the Central Valley and the State Water Projects and other needs. Water from the Delta provides drinking water for nearly 23 million people, almost two-thirds of the state's population as well as water for farmers on the west side of the San Joaquin Valley.

The Channel Islands[image: External link] are located off the Southern[image: External link] coast[image: External link].

The Sierra Nevada (Spanish for "snowy range") includes the highest peak in the contiguous 48 states[image: External link], Mount Whitney[image: External link], at 14,505 feet (4,421 m).[6][7][8] The range embraces Yosemite Valley[image: External link], famous for its glacially carved domes, and Sequoia National Park[image: External link], home to the giant sequoia[image: External link] trees, the largest living organisms on Earth, and the deep freshwater lake, Lake Tahoe[image: External link], the largest lake in the state by volume.

To the east of the Sierra Nevada are Owens Valley[image: External link] and Mono Lake[image: External link], an essential migratory bird[image: External link] habitat. In the western part of the state is Clear Lake[image: External link], the largest freshwater lake by area entirely in California. Though Lake Tahoe is larger, it is divided by the California/Nevada border. The Sierra Nevada falls to Arctic temperatures in winter and has several dozen small glaciers, including Palisade Glacier[image: External link], the southernmost glacier in the United States.

About 45 percent of the state's total surface area is covered by forests,[71] and California's diversity of pine species is unmatched by any other state. California contains more forestland than any other state except Alaska. Many of the trees in the California White Mountains[image: External link] are the oldest in the world; an individual bristlecone pine[image: External link] is over 5,000 years old.[72][73]

In the south is a large inland salt lake, the Salton Sea[image: External link]. The south-central desert is called the Mojave[image: External link]; to the northeast of the Mojave lies Death Valley[image: External link], which contains the lowest and hottest place in North America, the Badwater Basin[image: External link] at −279 feet (−85 m).[10] The horizontal distance from the bottom of Death Valley to the top of Mount Whitney is less than 90 miles (140 km). Indeed, almost all of southeastern California is arid, hot desert, with routine extreme high temperatures during the summer. The southeastern border of California with Arizona is entirely formed by the Colorado River[image: External link], from which the southern part of the state gets about half of its water.

California contains both the highest point (Mount Whitney[image: External link]) and the lowest point (Death Valley[image: External link]) in the contiguous United States[image: External link].

A majority of California's cities are located in either the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] or the Sacramento metropolitan area[image: External link] in Northern California[image: External link]; or the Los Angeles area[image: External link], the Riverside-San Bernardino-Inland Empire[image: External link], or the San Diego metropolitan area[image: External link] in Southern California[image: External link]. The Los Angeles Area, the Bay Area, and the San Diego metropolitan area are among several major metropolitan areas along the California coast.

As part of the Ring of Fire[image: External link], California is subject to tsunamis[image: External link], floods[image: External link], droughts, Santa Ana winds[image: External link], wildfires[image: External link], landslides[image: External link] on steep terrain, and has several volcanoes[image: External link]. It has many earthquakes[image: External link] due to several faults running through the state, in particular the San Andreas Fault[image: External link]. About 37,000 earthquakes[image: External link] are recorded each year, but most are too small to be felt.[74]
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Main article: Climate of California[image: External link]


Although most of the state has a Mediterranean climate[image: External link], due to the state's large size, the climate ranges from subarctic[image: External link] to subtropical[image: External link]. The cool California Current[image: External link] offshore often creates summer fog[image: External link] near the coast. Farther inland, there are colder winters and hotter summers. The maritime moderation results in the shoreline summertime temperatures of Los Angeles and San Francisco[image: External link] being the coolest of all major metropolitan areas of the United States and uniquely cool compared to areas on the same latitude in the interior and on the east coast of the North American continent. Even the San Diego[image: External link] shoreline bordering Mexico is cooler in summer than most areas in the contiguous United States. Just a few miles inland, summer temperature extremes are significantly higher, with downtown Los Angeles being several degrees warmer[image: External link] than at the coast. The same microclimate[image: External link] phenomenon is seen in the climate[image: External link] of the Bay Area, where areas sheltered from the sea experience significantly hotter summers than nearby areas that are close to the ocean.

Northern parts of the state have more rain than the south. California's mountain ranges also influence the climate: some of the rainiest parts of the state are west-facing mountain slopes. Northwestern California has a temperate climate[image: External link], and the Central Valley has a Mediterranean climate but with greater temperature extremes than the coast. The high mountains, including the Sierra Nevada[image: External link], have an alpine climate[image: External link] with snow in winter and mild to moderate heat in summer.

California's mountains produce rain shadows[image: External link] on the eastern side, creating extensive deserts[image: External link]. The higher elevation deserts of eastern California[image: External link] have hot summers and cold winters, while the low deserts east of the Southern California mountains have hot summers and nearly frostless mild winters. Death Valley[image: External link], a desert with large expanses below sea level, is considered the hottest location in the world; the highest temperature in the world,[75][76] 134 °F (56.7 °C), was recorded there on July 10, 1913. The lowest temperature in California was −45 °F (−43 °C) in 1937 in Boca[image: External link].

The table below lists average temperatures for August and December in a selection of places throughout the state; some highly populated and some not. This includes the relatively cool summers of the Humboldt Bay[image: External link] region around Eureka[image: External link], the extreme heat of Death Valley[image: External link], and the mountain climate of Mammoth[image: External link] in the Sierra Nevadas[image: External link].



	Average temperatures and precipitation for selected communities in California



	Location
	August

(°F)
	August

(°C)
	December

(°F)
	December

(°C)
	Annual

Precipitation

(mm/in)



	Downtown Los Angeles
	84/64
	29/18
	67/47
	20/8
	377/15



	LAX/LA Beaches[image: External link]
	75/65
	23/18
	64/48
	18/9
	326/13



	San Jose[image: External link]
	82/58
	27/14
	58/42
	14/5
	401/16



	San Francisco[image: External link]
	68/55
	20/12
	57/46
	14/8
	538/21



	San Diego[image: External link]
	76/66
	24/19
	64/48
	18/9
	262/10



	Oakland[image: External link]
	73/57
	23/14
	58/44
	14/7
	588/23



	Sacramento[image: External link]
	91/58
	33/14
	54/38
	12/3
	469/18



	Fresno[image: External link]
	97/66
	36/19
	55/38
	12/3
	292/11



	Riverside[image: External link]
	96/64
	35/18
	68/41
	21/5
	260/10



	Eureka[image: External link]
	62/53
	16/11
	55/42
	12/5
	960/38
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Main article: Ecology of California[image: External link]


See also: Environment of California[image: External link]


California is one of the richest and most diverse parts of the world, and includes some of the most endangered ecological communities. California is part of the Nearctic ecozone[image: External link] and spans a number of terrestrial ecoregions[image: External link].[78]

California's large number of endemic[image: External link] species includes relict[image: External link] species, which have died out elsewhere, such as the Catalina ironwood (Lyonothamnus floribundus[image: External link]). Many other endemics originated through differentiation or adaptive radiation[image: External link], whereby multiple species develop from a common ancestor to take advantage of diverse ecological conditions such as the California lilac ( Ceanothus[image: External link]). Many California endemics have become endangered, as urbanization, logging, overgrazing[image: External link], and the introduction of exotic species[image: External link] have encroached on their habitat.
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Main articles: Fauna of California[image: External link] and California Floristic Province[image: External link]


See also: List of California native plants[image: External link]


California boasts several superlatives in its collection of flora: the largest trees[image: External link], the tallest trees[image: External link], and the oldest trees[image: External link]. California's native grasses are perennial plants[image: External link].[79] After European contact, these were generally replaced by invasive species[image: External link] of European annual grasses; and, in modern times, California's hills turn a characteristic golden-brown in summer.[80]

Because California has the greatest diversity of climate and terrain, the state has six life zones which are the lower Sonoran (desert); upper Sonoran (foothill regions and some coastal lands), transition (coastal areas and moist northeastern counties); and the Canadian, Hudsonian, and Arctic Zones, comprising the state's highest elevations.[81]

Plant life in the dry climate of the lower Sonoran zone contains a diversity of native cactus, mesquite, and paloverde. The Joshua tree[image: External link] is found in the Mojave Desert. Flowering plants include the dwarf desert poppy and a variety of asters[image: External link]. Fremont cottonwood[image: External link] and valley oak[image: External link] thrive in the Central Valley. The upper Sonoran zone includes the chaparral belt, characterized by forests of small shrubs, stunted trees, and herbaceous plants. Nemophila[image: External link], mint[image: External link], Phacelia[image: External link], Viola[image: External link], and the California poppy (Eschscholzia californica[image: External link]) – the state flower – also flourish in this zone, along with the lupine, more species of which occur here than anywhere else in the world.[81]

The transition zone includes most of California's forests with the redwood (Sequoia sempervirens[image: External link]) and the "big tree" or giant sequoia (Sequoiadendron giganteum[image: External link]), among the oldest living things on earth (some are said to have lived at least 4,000 years). Tanbark oak[image: External link], California laurel[image: External link], sugar pine[image: External link], madrona[image: External link], broad-leaved maple, and Douglas-fir[image: External link] also grow here. Forest floors are covered with swordfern[image: External link], alumnroot, barrenwort[image: External link], and trillium[image: External link], and there are thickets of huckleberry[image: External link], azalea[image: External link], elder, and wild currant. Characteristic wild flowers include varieties of mariposa, tulip[image: External link], and tiger[image: External link] and leopard[image: External link] lilies.[82]

The high elevations of the Canadian zone allow the Jeffrey pine[image: External link], red fir[image: External link], and lodgepole pine[image: External link] to thrive. Brushy areas are abundant with dwarf manzanita[image: External link] and ceanothus[image: External link]; the unique Sierra puffball[image: External link] is also found here. Right below the timberline, in the Hudsonian zone, the whitebark, foxtail, and silver pines grow. At about 10,500 feet (3,200 m), begins the Arctic zone, a treeless region whose flora include a number of wildflowers, including Sierra primrose[image: External link], yellow columbine[image: External link], alpine buttercup[image: External link], and alpine shooting star[image: External link].[81][83]

Common plants that have been introduced to the state include the eucalyptus[image: External link], acacia[image: External link], pepper tree[image: External link], geranium, and Scotch broom[image: External link]. The species that are federally classified as endangered are the Contra Costa wallflower[image: External link], Antioch Dunes evening primrose[image: External link], Solano grass[image: External link], San Clemente Island larkspur[image: External link], salt marsh bird's beak[image: External link], McDonald's rock-cress[image: External link], and Santa Barbara Island liveforever[image: External link]. As of December 1997, 85 plant species were listed as threatened or endangered.[81]

In the deserts of the lower Sonoran zone, the mammals include the jackrabbit[image: External link], kangaroo rat[image: External link], squirrel, and opossum. Common birds include the owl[image: External link], roadrunner[image: External link], cactus wren[image: External link], and various species of hawk. The area's reptilian life include the sidewinder viper[image: External link], desert tortoise[image: External link], and horned toad[image: External link]. The upper Sonoran zone boasts mammals such as the antelope[image: External link], brown-footed woodrat[image: External link], and ring-tailed cat[image: External link]. Birds unique to this zone are the California thrasher[image: External link], bushtit[image: External link], and California condor[image: External link].[81][84][85][86]

In the transition zone, there are Colombian black-tailed deer[image: External link], black bears[image: External link], gray foxes[image: External link], cougars[image: External link], bobcats[image: External link], and Roosevelt elk[image: External link]. Reptiles such as the garter snakes and rattlesnakes inhabit the zone. In addition, amphibians such as the water puppy[image: External link] and redwood salamander[image: External link] are common too. Birds such as the kingfisher[image: External link], chickadee, towhee[image: External link], and hummingbird thrive here as well.[81][87]

The Canadian zone mammals include the mountain weasel[image: External link], snowshoe hare[image: External link], and several species of chipmunks. Conspicuous birds include the blue-fronted jay[image: External link], Sierra chickadee[image: External link]. Sierra hermit thrush[image: External link], water ouzel[image: External link], and Townsend's solitaire[image: External link]. As one ascends into the Hudsonian zone, birds become scarcer. While the Sierra rosy finch is the only bird native to the high Arctic region, other bird species such as the hummingbird and Clark's nutcracker[image: External link]. Principal mammals found in this region include the Sierra coney, white-tailed jackrabbit[image: External link], and the bighorn sheep[image: External link]. As of April 2003, the bighorn sheep was listed as endangered by the US Fish and Wildlife Service. The fauna found throughout several zones are the mule deer[image: External link], coyote[image: External link], mountain lion[image: External link], northern flicker[image: External link], and several species of hawk and sparrow.[81]

Aquatic life in California thrives, from the state's mountain lakes and streams to the rocky Pacific coastline. Numerous trout species are found, among them rainbow[image: External link], golden[image: External link], and cutthroat[image: External link]. Migratory species of salmon are common as well. Deep-sea life forms include sea bass[image: External link], yellowfin tuna[image: External link], barracuda[image: External link], and several types of whale. Native to the cliffs of northern California are seals, sea lions, and many types of shorebirds, including migratory species.[81]

As of April 2003, 118 California animals were on the federal endangered list; 181 plants were listed as endangered or threatened. Endangered animals include the San Joaquin kitfox[image: External link], Point Arena mountain beaver[image: External link], Pacific pocket mouse[image: External link], salt marsh harvest mouse[image: External link], Morro Bay kangaroo rat[image: External link] (and five other species of kangaroo rat), Amargosa vole[image: External link], California least tern[image: External link], California condor[image: External link], loggerhead shrike[image: External link], San Clemente sage sparrow[image: External link], San Francisco garter snake[image: External link], five species of salamander, three species of chub, and two species of pupfish. Eleven butterflies are also endangered[88] and two that are threatened are on the federal list.[89][90] Among threatened animals are the coastal California gnatcatcher[image: External link], Paiute cutthroat trout[image: External link], southern sea otter[image: External link], and northern spotted owl[image: External link]. California has a total of 290,821 acres (1,176.91 km2) of National Wildlife Refuges.[81] As of September 2010, 123 California animals were listed as either endangered or threatened on the federal list provided by the US Fish & Wildlife Service[image: External link].[91] Also, as of the same year, 178 species of California plants were listed either as endangered or threatened on this federal list.[91]
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Main article: List of rivers of California[image: External link]


The vast majority of rivers in California are dammed as part of two massive water projects: the Central Valley Project[image: External link], providing water to the agricultural central valley, and the California State Water Project[image: External link] diverting water from northern to southern California. The state's coasts, rivers, and other bodies of water are regulated by the California Coastal Commission[image: External link].

The two most prominent rivers within California are the Sacramento River[image: External link] and the San Joaquin River[image: External link], which drain the Central Valley and the west slope of the Sierra Nevada and flow to the Pacific Ocean through San Francisco Bay[image: External link]. Several major tributaries feed into the Sacramento and the San Joaquin, including the Pit River[image: External link], the Tuolumne River[image: External link], and the Feather River[image: External link].

The Eel River[image: External link] and Salinas River[image: External link] each drain portions of the California coast, north and south of San Francisco Bay, respectively, and the Eel River is the largest river in the state to remain in its natural un-dammed state. The Mojave River[image: External link] is the primary watercourse in the Mojave Desert, and the Santa Ana River[image: External link] drains much of the Transverse Ranges[image: External link] as it bisects Southern California. Some other important rivers are the Klamath River[image: External link] and the Trinity River[image: External link] in the far north coast, and the Colorado River[image: External link] on the southeast border with Arizona[image: External link].
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Further information: List of regions of California[image: External link] and List of places in California[image: External link]




	

	Central Valley[image: External link]

	Coastal California[image: External link]

	
Northern California[image: External link]

	Central California[image: External link]

	North Coast (California)[image: External link]

	San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]

	Sierra Nevada[image: External link]








	
	

	
Eastern California[image: External link]

	
Inland Empire[image: External link] (Also included in Southern California)





	
Southern California[image: External link]

	
South Coast[image: External link]

	Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link]

	San Diego metropolitan area[image: External link]





	Inland Empire[image: External link]

	Imperial Valley[image: External link]
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Main article: Demographics of California[image: External link]
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 Population






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	92,597
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	379,994
	
	310.4%



	1870[image: External link]
	560,247
	
	47.4%



	1880[image: External link]
	864,694
	
	54.3%



	1890[image: External link]
	1,213,398
	
	40.3%



	1900[image: External link]
	1,485,053
	
	22.4%



	1910[image: External link]
	2,377,549
	
	60.1%



	1920[image: External link]
	3,426,861
	
	44.1%



	1930[image: External link]
	5,677,251
	
	65.7%



	1940[image: External link]
	6,907,387
	
	21.7%



	1950[image: External link]
	10,586,223
	
	53.3%



	1960[image: External link]
	15,717,204
	
	48.5%



	1970[image: External link]
	19,953,134
	
	27.0%



	1980[image: External link]
	23,667,902
	
	18.6%



	1990[image: External link]
	29,760,021
	
	25.7%



	2000[image: External link]
	33,871,648
	
	13.8%



	2010[image: External link]
	37,253,956
	
	10.0%



	Est. 2016
	39,250,017
	
	5.4%



	Sources: 1790–1990, 2000, 2010, 2016[92][93][94]

Chart does not include Indigenous population figures.

Studies indicate that the Native American

population in California in 1850 was close to 150,000

before declining to 15,000 by 1900.[4][52][95]




The United States Census Bureau[image: External link] estimates that the population of California was 39,250,017 on July 1, 2016, a 5.4% increase since the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[4] Between 2000 and 2009, there was a natural increase of 3,090,016 (5,058,440 births minus 2,179,958 deaths).[96] During this time period, international migration[image: External link] produced a net increase of 1,816,633 people while domestic migration produced a net decrease of 1,509,708, resulting in a net in-migration of 306,925 people.[96] The state of California's own statistics show a population of 38,292,687 for January 1, 2009.[97] However, according to the Manhattan Institute for Policy Research[image: External link], since 1990 almost 3.4 million Californians have moved to other states, with most leaving to Texas, Nevada, and Arizona.[98]

California is the 2nd-most populous subnational entity in the Western Hemisphere[image: External link] and the Americas, with a population second to that of the state of São Paulo[image: External link] in Brazil.[99] California's population is greater than that of all but 34 countries of the world.[100][101] The Greater Los Angeles Area[image: External link] is the 2nd-largest metropolitan area[image: External link] in the United States, after the New York metropolitan area[image: External link], while Los Angeles, with nearly half the population of New York, is the 2nd-largest city in the United States. Also, Los Angeles County[image: External link] has held the title of most populous United States county for decades, and it alone is more populous than 42 United States states.[102][103] Including Los Angeles, four of the top 15 most populous cities in the U.S.[image: External link] are in California: Los Angeles (2nd), San Diego (8th), San Jose (10th), and San Francisco (13th). The center of population[image: External link] of California is located in the town of Buttonwillow[image: External link], Kern County[image: External link].[note 1]
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See also: List of cities and towns in California[image: External link] and List of largest California cities by population[image: External link]


The state has 482 incorporated[image: External link] cities and towns; of which 460 are cities and 22 are towns. Under California law, the terms "city" and "town" are explicitly interchangeable; the name of an incorporated municipality in the state can either be "City of (Name)" or "Town of (Name)".[105]

Sacramento[image: External link] became California's first incorporated city on February 27, 1850.[106] San Jose[image: External link], San Diego and Benicia[image: External link] tied for California's second incorporated city, each receiving incorporation on March 27, 1850.[107][108][109] Jurupa Valley[image: External link] became the state's most recent and 482nd incorporated municipality on July 1, 2011.[110][111]

The majority of these cities and towns are within one of five metropolitan areas[image: External link]: the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area[image: External link], the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link], the Riverside-San Bernardino Area[image: External link], the San Diego metropolitan area[image: External link] and the Sacramento metropolitan area[image: External link].
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Starting in the year 2010, for the first time since the California Gold Rush[image: External link], California-born residents make up the majority of the state's population.[113] Along with the rest of the United States, California's immigration pattern has also shifted over the course of the late 2000s-early 2010s.[114] Immigration from Latin American[image: External link] countries has dropped significantly with most immigrants now coming from Asia[image: External link].[115] In total for 2011, there were 277,304 immigrants. 57% came from Asian countries vs. 22% from Latin American countries.[115] Net immigration[image: External link] from Mexico, previously the most common country of origin for new immigrants has dropped to zero/less than zero, since more Mexican nationals are departing for their home country than immigrating.[114] As a result it is estimated that Hispanic citizens will constitute 49% of the population by 2060, instead of the previously projected 2050, due primarily to domestic births.[114][116]

The state's population of undocumented immigrants[image: External link] has been shrinking in recent years, due to increased enforcement and decreased job opportunities for lower-skilled workers.[117] The number of migrants arrested attempting to cross the Mexican border in the Southwest plunged from a high of 1.1 million in 2005 to just 367,000 in 2011.[118] Despite these recent trends, illegal[image: External link] aliens[image: External link] constituted an estimated 7.3 percent of the state's population, the third highest percentage of any state in the country[image: External link],[119][note 2] totaling nearly 2.6 million.[120] In particular, illegal immigrants tended to be concentrated in Los Angeles[image: External link], Monterey[image: External link], San Benito[image: External link], Imperial[image: External link], and Napa[image: External link] Counties – the latter four of which have significant agricultural industries that depend on manual labor.[121] More than half of illegal immigrants originate from Mexico.[120]
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 National origins




According to the United States Census Bureau in 2015 the population self-identifies as (alone or in combination):[122]


	72.9% White[image: External link]


	14.7% Asian[image: External link]


	6.5% Black or African American[image: External link]


	3.8% Two or More Races[image: External link]


	1.7% Native American[image: External link] and Alaska Native[image: External link]


	0.5% Native Hawaiian[image: External link] or Pacific Islander[image: External link]




By ethnicity, in 2015 the population was 61.2% non-Hispanic (of any race) and 38.8% Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race).[122]

As of 2011, 75.1% of California's population younger than age 1 were minorities, meaning that they had at least one parent who was not non-Hispanic white (white Hispanics are counted as minorities).[123]

In terms of total numbers, California has the largest population of White Americans in the United States, an estimated 22,200,000 residents. The state has the 5th largest population of African Americans in the United States, an estimated 2,250,000 residents. California's Asian American population is estimated at 4.4 million, constituting a third of the nation's total. California's Native American population of 285,000 is the most of any state.[124]

According to estimates from 2011, California has the largest minority population[image: External link] in the United States by numbers, making up 60% of the state population.[94] Over the past 25 years, the population of non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] has declined, while Hispanic[image: External link] and Asian[image: External link] populations have grown. Between 1970 and 2011, non-Hispanic whites declined from 80% of the State's population to 40%, while Hispanics[image: External link] grew from 32% in 2000 to 38% in 2011.[125] It is currently projected that Hispanics will rise to 49% of the population by 2060, primarily due to domestic births rather than immigration.[116] With the decline of immigration from Latin America, Asian Americans now constitute the fastest growing racial/ethnic group in California; this growth primarily driven by immigration from China[image: External link], India[image: External link] and the Philippines[image: External link], respectively.[126]




	California Racial Breakdown of Population



	


	Racial composition
	1970[127]
	1990[127]
	2000[128]
	2010[129]



	White[image: External link]
	89.0%
	69.0%
	59.5%
	57.6%



	Asian[image: External link]
	2.8%
	9.6%
	10.9%
	13.0%



	Black[image: External link]
	7.0%
	7.4%
	6.7%
	6.2%



	Native[image: External link]
	0.5%
	0.8%
	1.0%
	1.0%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and

other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	–
	–
	0.3%
	0.4%



	Some other race[image: External link]
	0.7%
	13.2%
	16.8%
	17.0%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	–
	–
	4.8%
	4.9%





	


	Ancestry[fn 1]

	2013 population
	Margin of error (+/-)



	Total
	43,071,506
	33,741



	Afghan[image: External link]
	38,136
	3,075



	Albanian[image: External link]
	4,792
	681



	Alsatian[image: External link]
	730
	163



	American[image: External link]
	1,124,070
	10,956



	
Arab[image: External link]:
	277,573
	6,191



	
Egyptian[image: External link][fn 2]

	45,540
	2,737



	
Iraqi[image: External link][fn 2]

	20,551
	1,969



	
Jordanian[image: External link][fn 2]

	14,142
	1,731



	
Lebanese[image: External link][fn 2]

	57,008
	2,372



	
Moroccan[image: External link][fn 2]

	8,953
	959



	
Palestinian[image: External link][fn 2]

	16,340
	1,571



	
Syrian[image: External link][fn 2]

	23,298
	1,749



	Arab[fn 2]

	44,851
	2,645



	Arab other[fn 2]

	48,890
	2,692



	Armenian[image: External link]
	258,260
	5,292



	Assyrian/Chaldean/Syriac[image: External link]
	35,690
	2,687



	Australian[image: External link]
	18,803
	1,253



	Austrian[image: External link]
	77,113
	2,205



	Basque[image: External link]
	18,413
	1,252



	Belgian[image: External link]
	25,581
	1,354



	Brazilian[image: External link]
	34,776
	1,964



	British[image: External link]
	146,221
	3,425



	Bulgarian[image: External link]
	13,093
	1,304



	Cajun[image: External link]
	3,752
	858



	Canadian[image: External link]
	88,244
	2,687



	Carpatho Rusyn[image: External link]
	462
	151



	Celtic[image: External link]
	5,910
	593



	Croatian[image: External link]
	48,160
	1,859



	Cypriot[image: External link]
	557
	204



	Czech[image: External link]
	88,563
	2,557



	Czechoslovakian[image: External link]
	23,097
	1,164



	Danish[image: External link]
	182,221
	3,432



	Dutch[image: External link]
	392,589
	6,088



	Eastern European[image: External link]
	66,301
	2,688



	English[image: External link]
	2,330,057
	15,509



	Estonian[image: External link]
	4,210
	636



	European[image: External link]
	542,475
	8,588



	Finnish[image: External link]
	50,937
	2,012



	
French[image: External link][fn 3]

	726,569
	8,629



	French Canadian[image: External link]
	111,298
	2,978



	German[image: External link]
	3,315,493
	16,348



	German Russian[image: External link]
	2,094
	328



	Greek[image: External link]
	131,110
	3,050



	Guyanese[image: External link]
	2,947
	468



	Hungarian[image: External link]
	125,280
	3,639



	Icelander[image: External link]
	6,169
	777



	Iranian[image: External link]
	213,661
	6,417



	Irish[image: External link]
	2,612,782
	13,767



	Israeli[image: External link]
	28,639
	1,889



	Italian
	1,525,214
	12,309



	Latvian[image: External link]
	10,974
	916



	Lithuanian[image: External link]
	48,883
	1,811



	Luxemburger[image: External link]
	3,040
	387



	Macedonian[image: External link]
	3,093
	471



	Maltese[image: External link]
	7,883
	1,035



	New Zealander[image: External link]
	5,047
	763



	Northern European[image: External link]
	46,409
	2,030



	Norwegian[image: External link]
	394,056
	5,827



	Pennsylvania German[image: External link]
	6,217
	609



	Polish[image: External link]
	504,770
	7,165



	Portuguese[image: External link]
	354,823
	5,044



	Romanian[image: External link]
	66,942
	2,927



	Russian[image: External link]
	433,384
	6,662



	Scandinavian[image: External link]
	64,166
	2,299



	Scotch-Irish[image: External link]
	240,268
	4,345



	Scottish[image: External link]
	520,575
	7,414



	Serbian[image: External link]
	17,739
	1,434



	Slavic[image: External link]
	11,335
	948



	Slovak[image: External link]
	24,732
	1,564



	Slovene[image: External link]
	8,628
	727



	Soviet Union[image: External link]
	195
	111



	
Subsaharan African[image: External link]:
	269,781
	7,329



	
Cape Verdean[image: External link][fn 4]

	2,549
	532



	
Ethiopian[image: External link][fn 4]

	28,007
	2,467



	
Ghanaian[image: External link][fn 4]

	3,392
	647



	
Kenyan[image: External link][fn 4]

	4,713
	970



	
Liberian[image: External link][fn 4]

	1,069
	400



	
Nigerian[image: External link][fn 4]

	25,498
	2,414



	
Senegalese[image: External link][fn 4]

	585
	296



	
Sierra Leonean[image: External link][fn 4]

	537
	223



	
Somalian[image: External link][fn 4]

	7,066
	1,440



	
South African[image: External link][fn 4]

	10,095
	917



	
Sudanese[image: External link][fn 4]

	2,095
	510



	
Ugandan[image: External link][fn 4]

	1,694
	516



	
Zimbabwean[image: External link][fn 4]

	585
	244



	African[fn 4]

	174,347
	6,255



	Other Subsaharan African[fn 4]

	7,549
	1,148



	Swedish[image: External link]
	425,092
	5,332



	Swiss[image: External link]
	103,574
	2,660



	Turkish[image: External link]
	23,206
	1,214



	Ukrainian[image: External link]
	99,583
	4,046



	Welsh[image: External link]
	168,463
	3,482



	
West Indian[image: External link][fn 5]

	79,125
	727



	
Bahamian[image: External link][fn 6]

	596
	215



	
Barbadian[image: External link][fn 6]

	1,362
	308



	
Belizean[image: External link][fn 6]

	21,331
	1,459



	
Bermudan[image: External link][fn 6]

	370
	170



	
British West Indian[image: External link][fn 6]

	1,858
	485



	
Dutch West Indian[image: External link][fn 6]

	1,960
	329



	
Haitian[image: External link][fn 6]

	7,363
	1,046



	
Jamaican[image: External link][fn 6]

	28,675
	1,877



	
Trinidadian and Tobagonian[image: External link][fn 6]

	5,357
	716



	
U.S. Virgin Islander[image: External link][fn 6]

	756
	288



	West Indian[fn 6]

	9,221
	1,247



	Other West Indian[fn 6]

	276
	124



	Yugoslavian[image: External link]
	33,363
	1,830



	Other groups
	24,394,120
	29,987



	footnotes =



	
^ Underlined entries have sub-ancestries


	
^ a b c d e f g h i Arab sub-ancestry


	
^ except Basque


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o Subsaharan African sub-ancestry


	
^ except Hispanic groups


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l West Indian sub-ancestry













	Ancestry
	2010 Population[131]

	Percentage of Total Population



	White, not Hispanic or Latino[image: External link]
	15,763,625
	42.3%



	Hispanic or Latino (of any race)[image: External link]
	14,013,719
	37.6%



	Mexican[image: External link]
	11,423,146
	30.6%



	Salvadoran[image: External link]
	573,956
	1.5%



	Guatemalan[image: External link]
	332,737
	0.8%



	Puerto Rican[image: External link]
	189,945
	0.5%



	Colombian[image: External link]
	164,416
	0.4%



	Spaniard[image: External link]
	142,194
	0.3%



	Nicaraguan[image: External link]
	100,790
	0.2%



	Peruvian[image: External link]
	91,511
	0.2%



	Cuban[image: External link]
	88,607
	0.2%



	Honduran[image: External link]
	72,795
	0.1%



	Argentinean[image: External link]
	44,410
	0.1%



	Ecuadorian[image: External link]
	35,750
	0.09%



	Chilean[image: External link]
	24,006
	0.06%



	Costa Rican[image: External link]
	22,469
	0.06%



	Panamanian[image: External link]
	17,768
	0.04%



	Bolivian[image: External link]
	13,351
	0.03%



	Dominican[image: External link]
	11,455
	0.03%



	Venezuelan[image: External link]
	11,100
	0.02%



	Uruguayan[image: External link]
	4,110
	0.01%



	Paraguayan[image: External link]
	1,228
	0.003%



	Asian[image: External link]
	5,556,592
	14.9%



	Filipino[image: External link]
	1,474,707
	3.9%



	
Chinese[image: External link] (except Taiwanese)
	1,349,111
	3.6%



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	647,589
	1.7%



	Indian[image: External link]
	590,445
	1.5%



	Korean[image: External link]
	505,225
	1.3%



	Japanese[image: External link]
	428,014
	1.1%



	Okinawan[image: External link]
	1,377
	0.003%



	Taiwanese[image: External link]
	109,928
	0.2%



	Cambodian[image: External link]
	102,317
	0.2%



	Hmong[image: External link]
	91,224
	0.2%



	Laotian[image: External link]
	69,303
	0.2%



	Thai[image: External link]
	67,707
	0.1%



	Pakistani[image: External link]
	53,474
	0.1%



	Indonesian[image: External link]
	39,506
	0.1%



	Sri Lankan[image: External link]
	11,929
	0.03%



	Bangladeshi[image: External link]
	10,494
	0.02%



	Nepalese[image: External link]
	6,231
	0.01%



	Malaysian[image: External link]
	5,595
	0.01%



	Mongolian[image: External link]
	4,993
	0.01%



	Singaporean[image: External link]
	1,513
	0.004%



	Black[image: External link] or African American[image: External link]
	2,683,914
	7.2%



	Multiracial[image: External link] (two or more races)
	1,815,384
	4.8%



	American Indian[image: External link] and Alaska Native[image: External link]
	723,225
	1.9%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and Other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	286,145
	0.7%



	Polynesian[image: External link]
	157,104
	0.4%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link]
	74,932
	0.2%



	Samoan[image: External link]
	60,876
	0.1%



	Tongan[image: External link]]
	22,893
	0.06%



	Micronesian[image: External link]
	49,197
	0.1%



	Guamanian or Chamorro[image: External link]
	44,425
	0.1%



	Melanesian[image: External link]
	24,203
	0.06%



	Fijian[image: External link]
	24,059
	0.06%



	Total
	37,253,956
	100%





















[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Languages






	Non-English Languages Spoken in California by more than 100,000 persons



	Language
	Percentage of population

(as of 2010)[132]




	Spanish[image: External link]
	28.46% (9,696,638 speakers)



	Tagalog[image: External link]
	2.20% (749,047)



	Chinese[image: External link]
	1.60% (544,008)



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	1.43% (486,577)



	Korean[image: External link]
	1.08% (368,693)



	Cantonese[image: External link]
	0.66% (226,149)



	Mandarin[image: External link]
	0.54% (184,594)



	Armenian[image: External link]
	0.52% (177,048)



	Persian[image: External link]
	0.52% (176,366)



	Japanese[image: External link]
	0.43% (146,494)



	Russian[image: External link]
	0.42% (141,718)



	Hindi[image: External link]
	0.38% (129,183)



	Arabic[image: External link]
	0.38% (128,747)



	French[image: External link]
	0.36% (123,956)



	German[image: External link]
	0.34% (114,974)



	Punjabi[image: External link]
	0.31% (103,998)




English[image: External link] serves as California's de jure[image: External link] and de facto[image: External link] official language[image: External link]. In 2010, the Modern Language Association of America[image: External link] estimated that 57.02% (19,429,309) of California residents age 5 and older spoke only English[image: External link] at home, while 42.98% spoke another primary language[image: External link] at home. According to the 2007 American Community Survey[image: External link], 73% of people who speak a language other than English at home are able to speak English well or very well, with 9.8% not speaking English at all.[2] Like most U.S. states[image: External link] (32 out of 50), California law enshrines English as its official language[image: External link], and has done so since the passage of Proposition 63[image: External link] by California voters. Various government agencies do, and are often required to, furnish documents in the various languages needed to reach their intended audiences.[133][134][135]

In total, 16 languages other than English were spoken as primary languages at home by more than 100,000 persons, more than any other state in the nation. New York State, in second place, had 9 languages other than English spoken by more than 100,000 persons.[136] The most common language spoken besides English was Spanish[image: External link], spoken by 28.46% (9,696,638) of the population.[116][114] With Asia contributing most of California's new immigrants, California had the highest concentration nationwide of Vietnamese[image: External link] and Chinese[image: External link] speakers, the second highest concentration of Korean[image: External link], and the third highest concentration of Tagalog[image: External link] speakers.[2]

California has historically been one of the most linguistically diverse areas in the world, with more than 70 indigenous languages derived from 64 root languages in 6 language families.[137][138] A survey conducted between 2007 and 2009 identified 23 different indigenous languages of Mexico that are spoken among California farmworkers.[139] All of California's indigenous languages are endangered[image: External link], although there are now efforts toward language revitalization[image: External link].[note 3]

As a result of the state's increasing diversity and migration from other areas across the country and around the globe, linguists began noticing a noteworthy set of emerging characteristics of spoken American English[image: External link] in California since the late 20th century. This variety, known as California English[image: External link], has a vowel shift[image: External link] and several other phonological processes that are different from varieties of American English used in other regions of the United States.[140]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of California[image: External link]


The culture of California is a Western culture and most clearly has its modern roots in the culture of the United States[image: External link], but also, historically, many Hispanic[image: External link] influences. As a border and coastal state, Californian culture has been greatly influenced by several large immigrant populations, especially those from Latin America and Asia.[141]

California has long been a subject of interest in the public mind and has often been promoted by its boosters as a kind of paradise. In the early 20th century, fueled by the efforts of state and local boosters, many Americans saw the Golden State as an ideal resort destination, sunny and dry all year round with easy access to the ocean and mountains. In the 1960s, popular music groups such as The Beach Boys[image: External link] promoted the image of Californians as laid-back, tanned beach-goers.

The California Gold Rush[image: External link] of the 1850s is still seen as a symbol of California's economic style[image: External link], which tends to generate technology, social, entertainment, and economic fads and booms and related busts.
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Main article: Religion in California[image: External link]





	Religion in California (2014)[142]



	religion
	
	
	percent
	



	Protestant[image: External link]
	
  


	32%



	Roman Catholic[image: External link]
	
  


	28%



	No religion[image: External link]
	
  


	27%



	Judaism[image: External link]
	
  


	2%



	Buddhism
	
  


	2%



	Hinduism[image: External link]
	
  


	2%



	Islam[image: External link]
	
  


	1%



	Mormons[image: External link]
	
  


	1%



	Other
	
  


	5%






The largest religious denominations by number of adherents as a percentage of California's population in 2014 were the Catholic Church with 28 percent, Evangelical Protestants with 20 percent, and Mainline Protestants with 10 percent. Together, all kinds of Protestants accounted for 32 percent. Those unaffiliated with any religion represented 27 percent of the population. The breakdown of other religions is 1% Muslim, 2% Hindu and 2% Buddhist.[142] This is a change from 2008, when the population identified their religion with the Catholic Church with 31 percent; Evangelical Protestants with 18 percent; and Mainline Protestants with 14 percent. In 2008, those unaffiliated with any religion represented 21 percent of the population. The breakdown of other religions in 2008 was 0.5% Muslim, 1% Hindu and 2% Buddhist.[143] The American Jewish Year Book[image: External link] placed the total Jewish[image: External link] population of California at about 1,194,190 in 2006.[144] According to the Association of Religion Data Archives[image: External link] (ARDA) the largest denominations by adherents in 2010 were the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] with 10,233,334; The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link] with 763,818; and the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] with 489,953.[145]

The first priests to come to California were Roman Catholic missionaries from Spain. Roman Catholics founded 21 missions along the California coast[image: External link], as well as the cities of Los Angeles and San Francisco. California continues to have a large Roman Catholic population due to the large numbers of Mexicans and Central Americans living within its borders. California has twelve dioceses and two archdioceses, the Archdiocese of Los Angeles[image: External link] and the Archdiocese of San Francisco[image: External link], the former being the largest archdiocese in the United States.

A Pew Research Center[image: External link] survey revealed that California is somewhat less religious than the rest of the US: 62 percent of Californians say they are "absolutely certain" of their belief in God, while in the nation 71 percent say so. The survey also revealed 48 percent of Californians say religion is "very important", compared to 56 percent nationally.[146]
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Main articles: Sports in California[image: External link] and List of professional sports teams in California[image: External link]


California has twenty major professional sports league[image: External link] franchises, far more than any other state. The San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link] has seven major league teams spread in its three major cities: San Francisco, San Jose, and Oakland. While the Greater Los Angeles Area is home to ten major league franchises. San Diego and Sacramento each have one major league team. The NFL Super Bowl[image: External link] has been hosted in California 11 times at four different stadiums: Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum[image: External link], the Rose Bowl, Stanford Stadium, and San Diego's Qualcomm Stadium[image: External link]. A twelfth, Super Bowl 50[image: External link], was held at Levi's Stadium[image: External link] in Santa Clara[image: External link] on February 7, 2016.[147]

California has long had many respected collegiate sports programs. California is home to the oldest college bowl game, the annual Rose Bowl[image: External link], among others.

California is the only US state to have hosted both the Summer[image: External link] and Winter[image: External link] Olympics. The 1932[image: External link] and 1984 Summer Olympics[image: External link] were held in Los Angeles. Squaw Valley Ski Resort[image: External link] in the Lake Tahoe region hosted the 1960 Winter Olympics[image: External link]. Multiple games during the 1994 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] took place in California, with the Rose Bowl[image: External link] hosting eight matches including the final[image: External link], while Stanford Stadium[image: External link] hosted six matches.

Below is a list of major league sports teams in California:



	Club
	Sport
	League



	Los Angeles Rams[image: External link]
	American football[image: External link]
	
National Football League[image: External link] (NFL)



	Oakland Raiders[image: External link]
	American football
	National Football League



	Los Angeles Chargers[image: External link]
	American football
	National Football League



	San Francisco 49ers[image: External link]
	American football
	National Football League



	Los Angeles Dodgers[image: External link]
	Baseball[image: External link]
	
Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB)



	Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	Oakland Athletics[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	San Diego Padres[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	San Francisco Giants[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Major League Baseball



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Basketball[image: External link]
	
National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA)



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Basketball
	National Basketball Association



	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Basketball
	National Basketball Association



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Basketball
	National Basketball Association



	Los Angeles Sparks[image: External link]
	Basketball
	
Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA)



	Anaheim Ducks[image: External link]
	Ice hockey[image: External link]
	
National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL)



	Los Angeles Kings[image: External link]
	Ice hockey
	National Hockey League



	San Jose Sharks[image: External link]
	Ice hockey
	National Hockey League



	Los Angeles Galaxy[image: External link]
	Soccer[image: External link]
	
Major League Soccer[image: External link] (MLS)



	San Jose Earthquakes[image: External link]
	Soccer
	Major League Soccer



	Los Angeles Football Club[image: External link]
	Soccer
	Major League Soccer
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Main article: Education in California[image: External link]


See also: List of colleges and universities in California[image: External link]


Public secondary education[image: External link] consists of high schools[image: External link] that teach elective courses in trades, languages, and liberal arts with tracks for gifted, college-bound and industrial arts students. California's public educational system is supported by a unique constitutional amendment[image: External link] that requires a minimum annual funding level for grades K–12 and community colleges[image: External link] that grows with the economy and student enrollment figures.[148]

California had over 6.2 million school students in the 2005–06 school year. Funding and staffing levels in California schools lag behind other states. In expenditure per pupil, California ranked 29th (of the 50 states and the District of Columbia[image: External link]) in 2005–06. In teaching staff expenditure per pupil, California ranked 49th of 51. In overall teacher-pupil ratio, California was also 49th, with 21 students per teacher. Only Arizona and Utah were lower.[149]

A 2007 study concluded that California's public school system was "broken" in that it suffered from over-regulation.[150]

California's public postsecondary education[image: External link] offers three separate systems:


	The research university system in the state is the University of California[image: External link] (UC), a public university[image: External link] system. As of fall 2011, the University of California had a combined student[image: External link] body of 234,464 students.[151] There are ten general UC campuses, and a number of specialized campuses in the UC system. The system was originally intended to accept the top one-eighth of California high school students, but several of the schools have become even more selective.[152][153][154] The UC system was originally given exclusive authority in awarding Ph.Ds, but this has since changed and the CSU is also able to award several Doctoral degrees.

	The California State University[image: External link] (CSU) system has almost 430,000 students, making it the largest university system in the United States. The CSU was originally intended to accept the top one-third of California high school students, but several of the schools have become much more selective.[154][155] The CSU was originally set up to award only bachelor's and master's degrees, but has since been granted the authority to award several Doctoral degrees.

	The California Community Colleges System[image: External link] provides lower division coursework as well as basic skills and workforce training. It is the largest network of higher education in the US, composed of 112 colleges serving a student population of over 2.6 million.



California is also home to such notable private universities as Stanford University[image: External link], the University of Southern California[image: External link], the California Institute of Technology[image: External link], and the Claremont Colleges[image: External link]. California has hundreds of other private colleges and universities, including many religious and special-purpose institutions.
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Main article: Economy of California[image: External link]


See also: California locations by per capita income[image: External link]


The economy of California is large enough to be comparable to that of the largest of countries. As of 2016, the gross state product[image: External link] (GSP) is about $2.514 trillion[image: External link], the largest in the United States.[158] California is responsible for 13.9 percent of the United States' approximate $18.1 trillion gross domestic product (GDP).[158] California's GSP is larger than the GDP of all but 5 countries in dollar terms (the United States[image: External link], China[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], and the United Kingdom[image: External link]),[159][160] larger than Brazil, France, Russia, Italy, India, Canada, Australia, Spain and Turkey. In Purchasing Power Parity[image: External link],[161] it is larger than all but 10 countries (the United States, China, India, Japan, Germany, Russia, Brazil, France, the United Kingdom, and Indonesia), larger than Italy, Mexico, Spain, South Korea, Saudi Arabia, Canada and Turkey.[162]

The five largest sectors of employment in California are trade, transportation, and utilities; government; professional and business services; education and health services; and leisure and hospitality. In output, the five largest sectors are financial services, followed by trade, transportation, and utilities; education and health services; government; and manufacturing.[163] As of September 2016, California has an unemployment[image: External link] rate of 5.5%.

California's economy is dependent on trade and international related commerce accounts for about one-quarter of the state's economy. In 2008, California exported $144 billion worth of goods, up from $134 billion in 2007 and $127 billion in 2006.[164] Computers and electronic products are California's top export, accounting for 42 percent of all the state's exports in 2008.[164]

Agriculture is an important sector in California's economy. Farming-related sales more than quadrupled over the past three decades, from $7.3 billion in 1974 to nearly $31 billion in 2004.[165] This increase has occurred despite a 15 percent decline in acreage devoted to farming during the period, and water supply suffering from chronic instability. Factors contributing to the growth in sales-per-acre include more intensive use of active farmlands and technological improvements in crop production.[165] In 2008, California's 81,500 farms and ranches generated $36.2 billion products revenue.[166] In 2011, that number grew to $43.5 billion products revenue.[167] The Agriculture sector accounts for two percent of the state's GDP and employs around three percent of its total workforce.[168] According to the USDA[image: External link] in 2011, the three largest California agricultural products by value were milk[image: External link] and cream[image: External link], shelled almonds[image: External link], and grapes[image: External link].[169]

Per capita GDP[image: External link] in 2007 was $38,956, ranking eleventh in the nation.[170] Per capita income[image: External link] varies widely by geographic region and profession. The Central Valley is the most impoverished, with migrant farm workers[image: External link] making less than minimum wage[image: External link]. According to a 2005 report by the Congressional Research Service[image: External link], the San Joaquin Valley[image: External link] was characterized as one of the most economically depressed regions in the United States, on par with the region of Appalachia[image: External link].[171] California has a poverty rate[image: External link] of 23.5%, the highest of any state in the country.[172] Many coastal cities include some of the wealthiest per-capita areas in the United States The high-technology sectors in Northern California, specifically Silicon Valley[image: External link], in Santa Clara[image: External link] and San Mateo counties[image: External link], have emerged from the economic downturn caused by the dot-com bust[image: External link].

In 2010, there were more than 663,000 millionaires in the state, more than any other state in the nation.[173] In 2010, California residents were ranked first among the states with the best average credit score of 754.[174]
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 State finances




Main articles: California state finances[image: External link] and 2008–12 California budget crisis[image: External link]


State spending increased from $56 billion in 1998 to $127 billion in 2011.[175][176] California, with 12% of the United States population, has one-third of the nation's welfare[image: External link] recipients.[177] California has the third highest per capita spending on welfare among the states, as well as the highest spending on welfare at $6.67 billion.[178] In January 2011 the California's total debt was at least $265 billion.[179] On June 27, 2013, Governor Jerry Brown signed a balanced budget (no deficit) for the state, its first in decades; however the state's debt remains at $132 billion.[180][181]

With the passage of Proposition 30 in 2012[image: External link], California now levies a 13.3% maximum marginal income tax[image: External link] rate with ten tax brackets[image: External link], ranging from 1% at the bottom tax bracket of $0 annual individual income to 13.3% for annual individual income over $1,000,000. California has a state sales tax[image: External link] of 7.5%, though local governments can and do levy additional sales taxes. Many of these taxes are temporary for a seven-year period (as stipulated in Proposition 30) and afterwards will revert to a previous maximum marginal income tax bracket of 10.3% and state sales tax rate of 7.25%.[182]

All real property[image: External link] is taxable annually; the tax is based on the property's fair market value at the time of purchase or new construction. Property tax increases are capped at 2% per year (see Proposition 13[image: External link]).
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Main article: Energy use in California[image: External link]


Because it is the most populous United States state, California is one of the country's largest users of energy. However because of its high energy rates, conservation mandates, mild weather in the largest population centers and strong environmental movement, its per capita energy use is one of the smallest of any United States state.[183] Due to the high electricity demand, California imports more electricity than any other state, primarily hydroelectric power from states in the Pacific Northwest (via Path 15[image: External link] and Path 66[image: External link]) and coal- and natural gas-fired production from the desert Southwest via Path 46[image: External link].[184]

As a result of the state's strong environmental movement, California has some of the most aggressive renewable energy[image: External link] goals in the United States, with a target for California to obtain a third of its electricity from renewables by 2020.[185] Currently, several solar power plants[image: External link] such as the Solar Energy Generating Systems[image: External link] facility are located in the Mojave Desert[image: External link]. California's wind farms[image: External link] include Altamont Pass[image: External link], San Gorgonio Pass[image: External link], and Tehachapi Pass[image: External link]. Several dams across the state provide hydro-electric power[image: External link]. It would be possible to convert the total supply to 100% renewable energy, including heating, cooling and mobility, by 2050.[186]

The state's crude oil and natural gas deposits are located in the Central Valley and along the coast, including the large Midway-Sunset Oil Field[image: External link]. Natural gas-fired power plants[image: External link] typically account for more than one-half of state electricity generation.

California is also home to two major nuclear power[image: External link] plants: Diablo Canyon[image: External link] and San Onofre[image: External link], the latter having been shut down in 2013. Also voters banned the approval of new nuclear power plants since the late 1970s because of concerns over radioactive waste disposal[image: External link].[187][note 4] In addition, several cities such as Oakland, Berkeley[image: External link] and Davis[image: External link] have declared themselves as nuclear-free zones[image: External link].
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Main article: Transportation in California[image: External link]


California's vast terrain is connected by an extensive system of controlled-access highways[image: External link] ('freeways'), limited-access roads[image: External link] ('expressways'), and highways. California is known for its car culture[image: External link], giving California's cities a reputation for severe traffic congestion[image: External link]. Construction and maintenance of state roads and statewide transportation planning are primarily the responsibility of the California Department of Transportation[image: External link], nicknamed "Caltrans". The rapidly growing population of the state is straining all of its transportation networks, and California has some of the worst roads in the United States.[189][190] The Reason Foundation's 19th Annual Report on the Performance of State Highway Systems ranked California's highways the third-worst of any state, with Alaska second, and Rhode Island first.[191]

The state has been a pioneer in road construction. One of the state's more visible landmarks, the Golden Gate Bridge[image: External link], was once the longest suspension bridge main span[image: External link] in the world at 4,200 feet (1,300 m) when it opened in 1937. With its orange paint and panoramic views of the bay, this highway bridge is a popular tourist attraction and also accommodates pedestrians and bicyclists. The San Francisco–Oakland Bay Bridge[image: External link] (often abbreviated the "Bay Bridge"), completed in 1936, transports about 280,000 vehicles per day on two-decks. Its two sections meet at Yerba Buena Island[image: External link] through the world's largest diameter transportation bore tunnel, at 76 feet (23 m) wide by 58 feet (18 m) high.[192] The Arroyo Seco Parkway[image: External link], connecting Los Angeles and Pasadena[image: External link], opened in 1940 as the first freeway in the Western United States.[193] It was later extended south to the Four Level Interchange[image: External link] in downtown Los Angeles, regarded as the first stack interchange[image: External link] ever built.[194]

Los Angeles International Airport[image: External link] (LAX), the 6th busiest airport in the world[image: External link], and San Francisco International Airport[image: External link] (SFO), the 23rd busiest airport in the world[image: External link], are major hubs for trans-Pacific and transcontinental traffic. There are about a dozen important commercial airports and many more general aviation[image: External link] airports[image: External link] throughout the state.

California also has several important seaports[image: External link]. The giant seaport complex formed by the Port of Los Angeles[image: External link] and the Port of Long Beach[image: External link] in Southern California is the largest in the country and responsible for handling about a fourth of all container cargo traffic in the United States. The Port of Oakland[image: External link], fourth largest in the nation, also handles trade entering from the Pacific Rim to the rest of the country. The Port of Stockton[image: External link] is the easternmost port on the west coast of the United States.[195]

The California Highway Patrol[image: External link] is the largest statewide police agency in the United States in employment with over 10,000 employees. They are responsible for providing any police-sanctioned service to anyone on California's state maintained highways and on state property.

The California Department of Motor Vehicles is by far the largest in North America. By the end of 2009, the California DMV had 26,555,006 driver's licenses and ID cards on file.[196] In 2010, there were 1.17 million new vehicle registrations in force.[197]

Intercity rail travel is provided by Amtrak California[image: External link], which manages the three busiest intercity rail lines in the United States outside the Northeast Corridor[image: External link], all of which are funded by Caltrans. This service is becoming increasingly popular over flying and ridership is continuing to set records, especially on the LAX-SFO route.[198] Integrated subway[image: External link] and light rail[image: External link] networks are found in Los Angeles (Metro Rail[image: External link]) and San Francisco (MUNI Metro[image: External link]). Light rail systems are also found in San Jose ( VTA[image: External link]), San Diego (San Diego Trolley[image: External link]), Sacramento (RT Light Rail[image: External link]), and Northern San Diego County ( Sprinter[image: External link]). Furthermore, commuter rail[image: External link] networks serve the San Francisco Bay Area ( ACE[image: External link], BART[image: External link], Caltrain[image: External link]), Greater Los Angeles ( Metrolink[image: External link]), and San Diego County ( Coaster[image: External link]).

The California High-Speed Rail[image: External link] Authority was created in 1996 by the state to implement an extensive 700 miles (1,100 km) rail system. Construction was approved by the voters during the November 2008 general election, a $9.95 billion state bond will go toward its construction.[199] Nearly all counties operate bus[image: External link] lines, and many cities operate their own city bus lines as well. Intercity bus travel is provided by Greyhound[image: External link] and Amtrak Thruway Coach.
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Main article: Water in California[image: External link]


California's interconnected water system is the world's largest, managing over 40,000,000 acre feet[image: External link] (49 km3) of water per year, centered on six main systems of aqueducts and infrastructure projects.[200] Water use and conservation in California is a politically divisive issue, as the state experiences periodic droughts and has to balance the demands of its large agricultural and urban sectors, especially in the arid southern portion of the state. The state's widespread redistribution of water also invites the frequent scorn of environmentalists.

The California Water Wars[image: External link], a conflict between Los Angeles and the Owens Valley over water rights, is one of the most well-known examples of the struggle to secure adequate water supplies.[201] Former California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger said: "We've been in crisis for quite some time because we're now 38 million people and not anymore 18 million people like we were in the late 60s. So it developed into a battle between environmentalists and farmers and between the south and the north and between rural and urban. And everyone has been fighting for the last four decades about water."[202]
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In California, as of 2009, the U.S. Department of Defense[image: External link] had a total of 117,806 active duty[image: External link] servicemembers of which 88,370 were Sailors[image: External link] or Marines[image: External link], 18,339 were Airmen[image: External link], and 11,097 were Soldiers[image: External link], with 61,365 Department of Defense civilian employees. Additionally, there were a total of 57,792 Reservists and Guardsman[image: External link] in California.[203]

In 2010, Los Angeles County[image: External link] was the largest origin of military recruits in the United States by county, with 1,437 individuals enlisting in the military.[204] However, as of 2002, Californians were relatively under-represented in the military as a proportion to its population.[205]

In 2000, California, had 2,569,340 veterans of United States military service[image: External link]: 504,010 served in World War II, 301,034 in the Korean War[image: External link], 754,682 during the Vietnam War[image: External link], and 278,003 during 1990–2000 (including the Persian Gulf War).[206] As of 2010, there were 1,942,775 veterans living in California, of which 1,457,875 served during a period of armed conflict, and just over four thousand served before World War II[image: External link] (the largest population of this group of any state).[207]

California's military forces consist of the Army and Air National Guard[image: External link], the naval and state military reserve[image: External link] (militia), and the California Cadet Corps[image: External link].
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 Federal representation




See also: California's congressional districts[image: External link]


The state of California sends 53[image: External link] members to the House of Representatives[image: External link],[208] the nation's largest congressional state delegation. Consequently California also has the largest number of electoral votes[image: External link] in national presidential elections, with 55. California's U.S. Senators[image: External link] are Dianne Feinstein[image: External link], a native and former mayor of San Francisco, and Kamala Harris[image: External link], a native, former District Attorney from San Francisco and former Attorney General of California. In 1992, California became the first state to have a Senate delegation entirely composed of women.
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Main article: Government of California[image: External link]


The state's capital is Sacramento[image: External link].

California is organized into three branches of government[image: External link] – the executive branch[image: External link] consisting of the Governor[image: External link] and the other independently elected constitutional officers; the legislative branch[image: External link] consisting of the Assembly[image: External link] and Senate[image: External link]; and the judicial branch[image: External link] consisting of the Supreme Court of California[image: External link] and lower courts. The state also allows ballot propositions[image: External link]: direct participation of the electorate by initiative[image: External link], referendum[image: External link], recall[image: External link], and ratification[image: External link]. Before the passage of California Proposition 14 (2010)[image: External link], California allowed each political party to choose whether to have a closed primary[image: External link] or a primary where only party members and independents[image: External link] vote. After June 8, 2010 when Proposition 14 was approved, excepting only the United States President and county central committee offices,[209] all candidates in the primary elections are listed on the ballot with their preferred party affiliation, but they are not the official nominee of that party.[210] At the primary election, the two candidates with the top votes will advance to the general election regardless of party affiliation.[210] If at a special primary election, one candidate receives more than 50% of all the votes cast, they are elected to fill the vacancy and no special general election will be held.[210]

California has a twinning arrangement[image: External link] with Catalonia[image: External link], Spain[image: External link][211]


	Executive branch



The California executive branch[image: External link] consists of the Governor of California[image: External link] and seven other elected constitutional officers: Lieutenant Governor[image: External link], Attorney General[image: External link], Secretary of State[image: External link], State Controller[image: External link], State Treasurer[image: External link], Insurance Commissioner[image: External link], and State Superintendent of Public Instruction[image: External link]. They serve four-year terms and may be re-elected only once.[212]


	Legislative branch



The California State Legislature[image: External link] consists of a 40-member Senate and 80-member Assembly. Senators serve four-year terms and Assembly members two. Members of the Assembly are subject to term limits[image: External link] of three terms, and members of the Senate are subject to term limits of two terms.


	Judicial branch



California's legal system is explicitly based upon English common law[image: External link][213] (as is the case with all other states except Louisiana[image: External link]) but carries a few features from Spanish civil law[image: External link], such as community property[image: External link]. California's prison population grew from 25,000 in 1980 to over 170,000 in 2007.[214] Capital punishment[image: External link] is a legal form of punishment and the state has the largest "Death Row[image: External link]" population in the country (though Oklahoma and Texas are far more active in carrying out executions).[215][216]

California's judiciary system[image: External link] is the largest in the United States (with a total of 1,600 judges, while the federal system has only about 840). At the apex is the seven Justices of the Supreme Court of California[image: External link], while the California Courts of Appeal[image: External link] serve as the primary appellate courts[image: External link] and the California Superior Courts[image: External link] serve as the primary trial courts[image: External link]. Justices of the Supreme Court and Courts of Appeal are appointed by the Governor, but are subject to retention by the electorate every 12 years. The administration of the state's court system is controlled by the Judicial Council[image: External link], composed of the Chief Justice of the California Supreme Court, 14 judicial officers, four representatives from the State Bar of California[image: External link], and one member from each house of the state legislature.
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Main article: Local government in California[image: External link]
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See also: List of counties in California[image: External link]


California is divided into 58 counties[image: External link]. Per Article 11, Section 1, of the Constitution of California[image: External link], they are the legal subdivisions of the state. The county government provides countywide services such as law enforcement, jails, elections and voter registration, vital records, property assessment and records, tax collection, public health, health care, social services, libraries, flood control, fire protection, animal control, agricultural regulations, building inspections, ambulance services, and education departments in charge of maintaining statewide standards.[217][218] In addition, the county serves as the local government for all unincorporated areas[image: External link]. Each county is governed by an elected board of supervisors[image: External link].[219]
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 City and town governments




Incorporated cities and towns in California are either charter[image: External link] or general-law municipalities.[105] General-law municipalities owe their existence to state law and are consequently governed by it; charter municipalities are governed by their own city or town charters. Municipalities incorporated in the 19th century tend to be charter municipalities. All ten of the state's most populous cities are charter cities. Most small cities have a council-manager[image: External link] form of government, where the elected city council appoints a city manager to supervise the operations of the city. Some larger cities have a directly-elected mayor who oversees the city government. In many council-manager cities, the city council selects one of its members as a mayor, sometimes rotating through the council membership—but this type of mayoral position is primarily ceremonial.

The Government of San Francisco[image: External link] is the only consolidated city-county[image: External link] in California, where both the city and county governments have been merged into one unified jurisdiction. The San Francisco Board of Supervisors[image: External link] also acts as the city council and the Mayor of San Francisco[image: External link] also serves as the county administrative officer.
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 School districts and special districts




See also: List of school districts in California[image: External link]


About 1,102 school districts[image: External link], independent of cities and counties, handle California's public education[image: External link].[220] California school districts may be organized as elementary districts, high school districts, unified school districts combining elementary and high school grades, or community college districts.[220]

There are about 3,400 special districts[image: External link] in California.[221] A special district[image: External link], defined by California Government Code § 16271(d) as "any agency of the state for the local performance of governmental or proprietary functions within limited boundaries", provides a limited range of services within a defined geographic area. The geographic area of a special district can spread across multiple cities or counties, or could consist of only a portion of one. Most of California's special districts are single-purpose districts, and provide one service.
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Main articles: Politics of California[image: External link] and Elections in California[image: External link]




	California registered voters as of January 5, 2016[222]



	Party
	Number of Voters
	Percentage



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	7,438,655
	43.1%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	4,767,259
	27.62%



	
	No Party Preference[image: External link]
	4,141,860
	24%



	
	American Independent[image: External link]
	472,019
	2.73%



	
	Libertarian[image: External link]
	120,578
	0.7%



	
	Green[image: External link]
	102,688
	0.59%



	
	Peace and Freedom[image: External link]
	75,579
	0.44%



	Other
	140,775
	0.82%



	Total
	17,259,413
	100%






	Presidential elections results



	Year
	Republican[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	31.62% 4,483,810

	
61.73% 8,753,788




	2012[image: External link]
	37.12% 4,839,958

	
60.24% 7,854,285




	2008[image: External link]
	36.91% 5,011,781

	
60.94% 8,274,473




	2004[image: External link]
	44.36% 5,509,826

	
54.40% 6,745,485




	2000[image: External link]
	41.65% 4,567,429

	
53.45% 5,861,203




	1996[image: External link]
	38.21% 3,828,380

	
51.10% 5,119,835




	1992[image: External link]
	32.61% 3,630,574

	
46.01% 5,121,325




	1988[image: External link]
	
51.13% 5,054,917

	47.56% 4,702,233




	1984[image: External link]
	
57.51% 5,467,009

	41.27% 3,922,519




	1980[image: External link]
	
52.69% 4,524,858

	35.91% 3,083,661




	1976[image: External link]
	
49.35% 3,882,244

	47.57% 3,742,284




	1972[image: External link]
	
55.01% 4,602,096

	41.54% 3,475,847




	1968[image: External link]
	
47.82% 3,467,664

	44.74% 3,244,318




	1964[image: External link]
	40.79% 2,879,108

	
59.11% 4,171,877




	1960[image: External link]
	
50.10% 3,259,722

	49.55% 3,224,099





California has an idiosyncratic political culture compared to the rest of the country, and is sometimes regarded as a trendsetter.[224] In socio-cultural mores and national politics, Californians are perceived as more liberal[image: External link] than other Americans, especially those who live in the inland states.

Among the political idiosyncrasies and trendsetting, California was the second state to recall their state governor[image: External link], the second state to legalize abortion, and the only state to ban marriage for gay couples twice by voters (including Proposition 8 in 2008[image: External link]). Voters also passed Proposition 71 in 2004[image: External link] to fund stem cell[image: External link] research, and Proposition 14 in 2010[image: External link] to completely change the state's primary election[image: External link] process. California has also experienced disputes over water rights[image: External link]; and a tax revolt[image: External link], culminating with the passage of Proposition 13 in 1978[image: External link], limiting state property taxes[image: External link].

The state's trend towards the Democratic Party[image: External link] and away from the Republican Party[image: External link] can be seen in state elections. From 1899 to 1939, California had Republican governors. Since 1990, California has generally elected Democratic candidates to federal, state and local offices, including current Governor Jerry Brown[image: External link]; however, the state has elected Republican Governors, though many of its Republican Governors, such as Arnold Schwarzenegger[image: External link], tend to be considered moderate Republicans and more centrist[image: External link] than the national party.

The Democrats also now hold a majority in both houses of the state legislature. There are 56 Democrats and 24 Republicans in the Assembly; and 26 Democrats and 12 Republicans in the Senate.

The trend towards the Democratic Party is most obvious in presidential elections; Republicans have not won California's electoral votes[image: External link] since 1988.

In the United States House, the Democrats held a 34–19 edge in the CA delegation of the 110th United States Congress[image: External link] in 2007. As the result of gerrymandering[image: External link], the districts in California were usually dominated by one or the other party, and few districts were considered competitive. In 2008, Californians passed Proposition 20 to empower a 14-member independent citizen commission to redraw districts for both local politicians and Congress. After the 2012 elections, when the new system took effect, Democrats gained 4 seats and held a 38–15 majority in the delegation.

In general, Democratic strength is centered in the populous coastal regions[image: External link] of the Los Angeles metropolitan area[image: External link] and the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link]. Republican strength is still greatest in eastern parts of the state. Orange County[image: External link] also remains mostly Republican. One study ranked Berkeley[image: External link], Oakland[image: External link], Inglewood[image: External link] and San Francisco in the top 20 most liberal American cities; and Bakersfield[image: External link], Orange[image: External link], Escondido[image: External link], Garden Grove[image: External link], and Simi Valley[image: External link] in the top 20 most conservative cities.[225]

In October 2012, out of the 23,802,577 people eligible to vote, 18,245,970 people were registered to vote.[226] Of the people registered, the three largest registered groups were Democrats (7,966,422), Republicans (5,356,608), and Decline to State[image: External link] (3,820,545).[226] Los Angeles County[image: External link] had the largest number of registered Democrats (2,430,612) and Republicans (1,037,031) of any county in the state.[226]
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 See also





	Index of California-related articles[image: External link]

	
Outline of California[image: External link] – organized list of topics about California
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 Notes






	
^ The coordinates of the center of population are at 35.458606°N 119.355165°W[image: External link].[104]


	
^ behind Nevada and Arizona


	
^ The following are a list of the indigenous languages: Root languages of California: Athabaskan Family: Hupa, Mattole, Lassik, Wailaki, Sinkyone, Cahto, Tolowa, Nongatl, Wiyot, Chilula; Hokan Family: Pomo, Shasta, Karok, Chimiriko; Algonquian Family: Whilkut, Yurok; Yukian Family: Wappo; Penutian Family: Modok, Wintu, Nomlaki, Konkow, Maidu, Patwin, Nisenan, Miwok, Coast Miwok, Lake Miwok, Ohlone, Northern Valley Yokuts, Southern Valley Yokuts, Foothill Yokuts; Hokan Family: Esselen, Salinan, Chumash, Ipai, Tipai, Yuma, Halchichoma, Mohave; Uto-Aztecan Family: Mono Paiute, Monache, Owens Valley Paiute, Tubatulabal, Panamint Shoshone, Kawaisu, Kitanemuk, Tataviam, Gabrielino, Juaneno, Luiseno, Cuipeno, Cahuilla, Serrano, Chemehuevi


	
^ Minnesota also has a moratorium on construction of nuclear power plants, which has been in place since 1994.[188]
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Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High School






Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High School (LSRHS or L-S) is a public regional high school located in Sudbury, Massachusetts serving the communities of Sudbury and Lincoln, Massachusetts[image: External link]. The school building was replaced prior to the 2004–2005 academic year. The school's radio station is WYAJ[image: External link], 97.7 FM.



TOP
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 History




The Lincoln-Sudbury Regional School District was established in 1954, integrating the former Sudbury High School with students from the nearby town of Lincoln, Massachusetts[image: External link]. Lincoln did not have its own high school previously, electing to send its students to neighboring town's schools.

In June 2002, the district began a $74 million project to replace the aging facilities with new construction on the same campus. The new school was completed before the 2004–2005 academic year and the old building was demolished. Among other features, the new facilities include four gymnasiums and a 750-seat auditorium.[9] A $1.6 million project to install a completely refurbished sports stadium, including a multipurpose turf field, 6-lane running track, and bleachers, culminated in the fall of 2007. In the summer of 2016 a multi thousand budget was put in place and the track and the fields were refurbished.
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 January 2007 killing




On January 19, 2007, 15-year-old freshman James Alenson was stabbed to death with a knife in a high school bathroom in a hall adjacent to the East House area. The school was put into lockdown twenty minutes after the event at around 7:20 in the morning. The first news reports came out around 8:35 a.m., and the event was highly publicized. The students were sent home at 10:20 a.m. Emerson Hospital[image: External link] stated that Alenson was pronounced dead[image: External link] at the hospital at 8:12 a.m.[10]

Sixteen-year-old L-S student John Odgren, a resident of Princeton, Massachusetts[image: External link], was charged the same day with "murder, assault and battery with a dangerous weapon, and carrying a knife onto school property".[11][12][13]

Odgren, who was held without bail after his arrest, was a special education student who had been diagnosed with Asperger's Syndrome[image: External link]. He had no previous record of violence. His defense was insanity from the Asperger's, but on April 29, 2010, he was found guilty of first-degree murder and sentenced to serve the mandatory life without parole[image: External link] sentence the next day. He has entered automatic appeal by law.[14][15][16] He lost his appeal and is currently serving life in jail.
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 Music




Lincoln-Sudbury's music curriculum includes major and select instrumental ensembles, jazz ensembles, and choral ensembles. Thomas Grandprey teaches the band and string ensembles and Michael Bunting teaches the choral ensembles. To date, there are two large bands, a string orchestra, 2 big band jazz ensembles and 2 jazz combos for instrumental music, along with a treble choir and a concert choir, chamber singing group and multiple a cappella groups for choral music. In February, they also offer singing valentine quintets for choir students to raise money and serenade their peers. The groups present numerous concerts throughout the school year and both instrumental and choral groups participate in state and national competitions. Students interested in large ensemble but unable to participate during school hours may join Civic Orchestra, where students and adults in the community practice and perform together. The 1971 Lincoln-Sudbury Select Chorus performed as the chorus in "Carmen" for the Boston Symphony conducted by Leonard Bernstein.[17] In 2008, the chorus was invited to sing John Rutter's "Gloria" at Carnegie Hall.[18]

There are also various A cappella[image: External link] and student led groups. Accent is the school's only co-ed group and has recorded several albums. Other groups include the Acafellas, an all male a cappella group, Achoired Taste, Musigals, and Shirley Tempos, all of which are all female a cappella groups, and Coro de Chicas, an all female accompanied group.
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 Athletics




Lincoln-Sudbury is a member of the Dual County League. The varsity teams were a combined 295-98-9 in 2006–2007, earning the school the Dalton Trophy, awarded by The Boston Globe for the best overall won-loss record among Division I Massachusetts high schools. It was the first time the school has won the Dalton Trophy since moving to Division I, though it won the Division II trophy eight times between 1975 and 2003.[19]

Fall sports include football[image: External link], field hockey[image: External link], girls volleyball[image: External link], soccer[image: External link], cross country[image: External link], and golf[image: External link]. Winter sports include basketball[image: External link], Nordic skiing[image: External link], Alpine skiing[image: External link], wrestling[image: External link], ice hockey[image: External link], swimming[image: External link] and diving[image: External link] , Spring sports include sailing[image: External link], lacrosse[image: External link], baseball[image: External link], softball[image: External link], tennis[image: External link], and boys volleyball[image: External link]. Track and field[image: External link] is offered during both winter and spring.[20]

Club teams are also offered, including frisbee[image: External link], rugby[image: External link], and ice hockey[image: External link]. In 2006, Lincoln-Sudbury Women's Rugby Football Club became the first established high school girl's rugby team in Massachusetts.[21]

Lincoln-Sudbury has a longstanding athletic rivalry with Acton-Boxborough Regional High School[image: External link], Lincoln-Sudbury also has a rival with Wayland High School in football[image: External link]. On Thanksgiving[image: External link] morning, L-S plays Newton South High School[image: External link].

The Lincoln-Sudbury official mascot is the warrior.
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 Languages




Lincoln-Sudbury offers instruction at the beginning level/and or beyond in French, German, Spanish, and Latin. The school plans to introduce Mandarin Chinese in the 2016-17 school year. Additionally, Lincoln-Sudbury takes part in French, German, and Spanish exchanges that occur annually. The language department also has French, German, and Spanish clubs that fundraise and promote their respective language through organized activities.
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 Theater arts




Lincoln-Sudbury has a long-standing reputation of excellence in theater arts and is known for performing material above high school level, including performances of musical-Shakespeare productions.[22] Carly Evans (sister of famous actor Chris Evans) directs the Drama productions performed by the LSB players. In the fall 2013 the LSB players performed Les Misérables[image: External link]. In the winter of 2013 the LSB players performed "The Big Eleven" and "Removing the Glove". In May "The 39 Steps" was performed, followed by "Collage", a mix of student-written short scenes. In the fall of 2014, LSB players performed Chicago[image: External link]. In the fall of 2015, they performed the musical Wonderful Town[image: External link], based on the movie My Sister Eileen[image: External link]. In the spring of 2016 they performed Mary Zimmerman's The Secret in the Wings. Musicals are accompanied by a live orchestra composed of students and conducted by the school's instrumental director, Thomas Grandprey.[23] In 2016, the L-S musical was How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying (musical)[image: External link].
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 Special interests




In 1987, under the guidance of computer education teacher Brian Harvey[image: External link], students at the school created the computer game Hack, based on their desire to re-create their experience playing the similar game, Rogue. Because the students decided to make the source code to their game publicly and freely available, this became something of a seminal moment in the history of both roguelike games and the open source software movement. Other developers, interested in building on and improving Hack, used the source code created by the Lincoln-Sudbury students to develop what became NetHack[image: External link], a highly complex and somewhat popular game that is still played and developed today. Furthermore, because the source code contained a note saying, effectively, that others were free to modify it so long as any derivative code was similarly free and open, it introduced many people to the idea of a "public license", which has since evolved into such modern derivatives as the LGPL[image: External link].

The Lincoln-Sudbury Speech and Debate team was established in 2003. The team participates in the Massachusetts Forensic League division of the National Catholic Forensic League, as well as the National Forensic League.[24]
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 Notable alumni





	
Lynne Berry[image: External link] '90, children's author [25]


	
Mike Croel[image: External link] '87, NFL[image: External link] linebacker [26]


	
Peter Cunningham[image: External link] '65, photographer

	
Chris Evans '99, film actor [27]


	
Scott Evans, TV actor[28]


	
Diana Golden[image: External link], gold medal in Disabled skiing at the 1988 Winter Olympics[image: External link][29]


	
Mike Gordon[image: External link], bassist[image: External link] from the band Phish[image: External link][30]


	
Maggie Hassan[image: External link] '76, U.S. Senator and former Governor of New Hampshire[image: External link][31]


	
Robert Kirshner[image: External link], astrophysicist and author[32]


	
John Linnell[image: External link] '77 and John Flansburgh[image: External link] '78, founders of the band They Might Be Giants[image: External link][33]


	
Paula Poundstone[image: External link] '77 (did not graduate), comedian,[34] long time panelist of Wait Wait Don't Tell Me[image: External link]


	
Simon Shnapir[image: External link], 2014 Sochi Olympic medalist in pair skating[35]


	
Adam Ravenelle[image: External link], baseball player[36]


	
Ashley Richardson[image: External link], 1982 supermodel[image: External link][37][38]


	
Jarrod Shoemaker[image: External link], '00, triathlete[39]


	
Jenna Shoemaker[image: External link], '02, triathlete[40]


	
Joe Sims[image: External link], NFL tackle/guard[41]


	
Callie Thorne[image: External link] '87, TV actress in The Wire[image: External link] and Rescue Me[image: External link][42]
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Scott Evans (actor)






Scott Evans (born September 21, 1983)[1] is an American actor, best known for his role as the police officer Oliver Fish[image: External link] on the ABC daytime soap opera[image: External link] One Life to Live.[2] He is the younger brother of actor Chris Evans.[2][3]
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Raised in Sudbury[image: External link], Massachusetts,[1] Evans is the son of Bob Evans, a dentist[image: External link], and Lisa, a dancer[image: External link][4] and later artistic director at the Concord Youth Theater.[5] He has two sisters, Carly and Shanna,[4] and an older brother, Chris, who is also an actor. He studied theatre at New York University.[2][3][6][7] His uncle is congressman Mike Capuano.
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Evans began playing the recurring role of police officer Oliver Fish on One Life to Live on January 15, 2008.[8] He subsequently appeared briefly on Guiding Light[image: External link] as Trey in 2008, and guest-starred as Woody Sage in the June 22, 2008 Law and Order: Criminal Intent[image: External link] episode " Betrayed[image: External link]" as well as the role of Ben in the October 21, 2008 Fringe[image: External link] episode "The Cure[image: External link]."[2] Evans was also seen as Chad the Mail Clerk in the 2009 film Confessions of a Shopaholic[image: External link].

Initially brought in to One Life to Live for five episodes, Evans returned for a total of 137 episodes.[2] In July 2009, his character Oliver Fish became involved in a romantic relationship with another man named Kyle Lewis[image: External link] (played by Brett Claywell[image: External link]).[9] The storyline came to wider attention when Patricia Mauceri[image: External link], an actress who had played a recurring role on the One Life to Live since 1995, was replaced after reportedly voicing personal religious objections to her character's involvement in his storyline.[9] The Fish storyline on One Life to Live was dropped and both Scott and Brett were let go in 2010. Scott also had a guest role on the AMC[image: External link] series Rubicon[image: External link] as an American involved in a serious terrorist attack with al-Qaeda[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2008
	Guiding Light[image: External link]
	Trey
	TV series (2 episodes)



	Law & Order: Criminal Intent[image: External link]
	Woody Sage (Scott Woodley)
	TV series (Episode: "Betrayed")



	One Life to Live
	Oliver Fish[image: External link]
	TV series (138 episodes) (2008-2010)



	Fringe[image: External link]
	Ben
	TV series (1 episode: "The Cure[image: External link]")



	2009
	Confessions of a Shopaholic[image: External link]
	Chad
	



	2010
	Rubicon[image: External link]
	Joe Purcell
	TV series (1 episode: "Wayward Sons[image: External link]")



	Law and Order[image: External link]
	Thomas Moran
	TV series (1 episode: "Steel-Eyed Death[image: External link]")



	2011
	Law & Order: Criminal Intent
	Shane Berlin
	TV series (Episode: "Trophy Wine")



	2012
	White Collar[image: External link]
	Dennis Flynn
	TV series (2 episodes)



	2014
	Looking[image: External link]
	Cody Heller
	TV series (1 episode)



	Hit the Floor[image: External link]
	Danny
	



	Before We Go
	Concierge
	



	Playing It Cool
	Blissful Boy
	



	Behaving Badly[image: External link]
	Ronnie Watt
	



	2015
	Lily & Kat[image: External link]
	Nick
	



	Before I Do
	Blake Harrington
	



	Welcome to Kain
	Josh
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Mike Capuano






Michael Everett Capuano (/,kaepju:'a:noU /[image: External link]; born January 9, 1952) is an American politician who serves as the U.S. Representative[image: External link] for Massachusetts's 7th congressional district[image: External link]. A member of the Democratic Party[image: External link], his district includes the majority of Boston, as well as parts of Cambridge[image: External link] and other communities immediately north and south of Boston. Prior to being elected to Congress[image: External link] he served as an Alderman[image: External link] and later Mayor of Somerville[image: External link].

Capuano was born and raised in Somerville and, after graduating from Dartmouth College[image: External link] and Boston College Law School[image: External link], he worked as an attorney and Somerville alderman. After losing two mayoral elections in 1979 and 1981, he worked as legal counsel for the Massachusetts General Court[image: External link]. In 1989 Capuano ran for mayor a third time and won, serving from 1990 to 1999.

In 1998 Capuano navigated a crowded Democratic primary to replace Joseph Kennedy II[image: External link] in Congress and has since been re-elected nine times. He represented the state's 8th district[image: External link] until it was redrawn in 2013 into the 7th district. In Congress he is a staunch liberal[image: External link] and member of the Congressional Progressive Caucus[image: External link]. He ran in the 2010 special election[image: External link] to fill the seat in the United States Senate[image: External link] made vacant by the death of Ted Kennedy[image: External link], his predecessor's uncle, but lost the primary to Martha Coakley[image: External link], who in turn lost the general election to Republican Scott Brown[image: External link].
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Capuano was born January 9, 1952 in the Spring Hill[image: External link] neighborhood of Somerville, Massachusetts[image: External link], the son of Rita Marie (née Garvey) and Andrew Capuano. His father left to serve in World War II[image: External link] shortly after getting married, and after returning ran for the Somerville Board of Aldermen, and became the first Italian American elected to the board. His mother was of Irish descent.[1][2]

Capuano graduated from Somerville High School[image: External link] in 1969, and later attended Dartmouth College[image: External link], where he graduated with a Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] in 1973. Capuano later went on to earn his Juris Doctor[image: External link] in 1977 from Boston College Law School[image: External link], specializing in tax law.[3]
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 Early political career




In 1976, Capuano was elected to the Somerville Board of Aldermen representing Ward 5, once served in by his father.[3][4] Capuano served one term, stepping down in 1979 to run for Mayor of Somerville[image: External link].[5] In the 1979 mayoral election he faced Eugene Brune, Paul Haley, and incumbent, Thomas August. He lost the nomination to Brune, who went on to defeat August.[6] Capuano ran again in 1981 to challenge Brune, placing second in a three-person runoff election.[7] Capuano promoted his opposition to the state ballot question Proposition 2½[image: External link] and criticized Brune for expanding the mayoral staff in the face of tight city budgets, while Brune touted his prevention of service cuts after the proposition passed.[8] Capuano lost in the general election with 40% of the vote.[9]

From 1978 to 1984 Capuano served as chief legal counsel for the Massachusetts General Court[image: External link]'s Joint Committee on Taxation.[10] Capuano left the committee in 1984 to join the Beacon Hill[image: External link] law firm and lobbying group Joyce & Joyce.[5] In 1985 he returned to the Somerville Board of Aldermen as an at-large member.[10]
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 Mayor of Somerville




In 1989 Capuano ran for mayor a third time in and won.[3] Capuano served as mayor from 1990 to 1999, where he earned a reputation as a hands-on administrator.[11][12] One of his priorities was to lower the city's population density, which at time was the highest of any New England[image: External link] municipality, by using state grants to demolish several buildings and replace them with playgrounds and parking spaces.[13] As mayor, Capuano oversaw the reduction of school class sizes to a maximum of 19 students.[11]
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 U.S. House of Representatives
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 Elections




In 1998, Joseph Kennedy II[image: External link] announced his retirement after six terms in what was then the 8th District. Capuano entered a crowded 10-way Democratic primary—the real contest in this heavily Democratic district, which was once represented by John F. Kennedy[image: External link] and Tip O'Neill. The early front-runner was former Boston Mayor[image: External link] and US Vatican Ambassador[image: External link] Raymond Flynn[image: External link]. However, Capuano won the primary with 23%, largely due to large turnout in Somerville, all but assuring him of election in November.[11][12] He easily won the general election in November, taking 81 percent of the vote. He has been reelected seven times, never dropping below 80% of the vote. Since his initial run for the seat, Capuano has been unopposed in all but two reelection bids; he faced a minor-party candidate in 2006 and an independent in 2012. To date, he has only faced a Republican[image: External link] once, during his initial run in 1998.
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 Tenure




During his tenure, Capuano has helped found five congressional caucuses, on: Community Health Centers;[15] Empowerment Zones and Enterprise Communities;[16] Sudan[image: External link];[17] and Korea[image: External link];[18] as well as one for former Mayors[image: External link].[19]

Capuano voted against the War in Iraq[image: External link] and supported immediate withdrawal of troops. In 2005 Capuano visited Iraq and met with military leaders to assess the future of the region.[20] Capuano is considered to be one of the biggest supporters in Congress for increasing international aid funding,[21] and has advocated bringing attention to the crisis in Sudan[image: External link] and helped secure funding aimed at assisting developing African nations.[22]

Capuano is pro-choice[image: External link] and supports open access to abortions. In 2012 a fundraiser hosted by Pope John XXIII High School[image: External link] where Capuano and fellow Massachusetts Congressman Ed Markey[image: External link] were to receive awards was cancelled due to their "positions [being] inconsistent with church doctrine[image: External link];" both were humble in response to the news.[23] During the 2010 Senate Democratic primary[image: External link] Capuano criticized his opponent Martha Coakley[image: External link], claiming she wouldn't have voted for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link] with Stupak–Pitts Amendment[image: External link] which would have barred federal funding of abortions; which Capuano said he only did to "keep the health care debate alive."[24] Capuano's comments were characterized by WBUR[image: External link] political analyst as "an empty charge against her since he has the same position as she does."[25]

After the 2006 election[image: External link] that created a Democratic majority in the House, he was appointed Chairman of the Speaker's Task Force on Ethics Enforcement by Nancy Pelosi[image: External link], with whom he has a close relationship. After serving as the Chairman of the Task Force on Ethics Enforcement, in 2008 Capuano introduced H.R. 895[image: External link] which established the Office of Congressional Ethics[image: External link].[26] Capuano has had a long-running relationship with former Congressman Anthony Weiner[image: External link], whom he shared a Washington, D.C.[image: External link] apartment with for 12 years. Following Weiner's sexting scandal[image: External link] Capuano did not call on him to resign, saying: "I am not the guy who likes to judge other people. I figure that is between them and the people who are appropriately named to do that – and that is the Ethics Committee."[27]

Capuano is a strong supporter of labor rights and unions; in February 2011 during a rally at Beacon Hill[image: External link] in Boston, in support of the 2011 Wisconsin budget protests[image: External link], Capuano told the crowd, "I’m proud to be here with people who understand that it’s more than just sending an email to get you going. Every once and awhile you need to get out on the streets and get a little bloody when necessary". Following criticism, Capuano expressed regret for his "choice of words."[28]

Following the 2008 financial crisis[image: External link] and subsequent bank bailouts[image: External link], at a House Financial Services Committee[image: External link] hearing Capuano berated the bank CEOs[image: External link] for their practices, saying at one point: "You come to us today on your bicycles after buying Girl Scout cookies and helping out Mother Teresa[image: External link] and telling us, 'We're sorry, we didn't mean it, we won't do it again, trust us.' Well, I have some people in my constituency that actually robbed some of your banks and they say the same thing."[29] Capuano's speech was included in the 2010 documentary film[image: External link] Inside Job[image: External link], described by director[image: External link] Charles H. Ferguson[image: External link] as being about "the systemic corruption of the United States by the financial services[image: External link] industry and the consequences of that systemic corruption."[30]

A self-described "fiscal conservative[image: External link],"[31] in 2013 Capuano joined Senator[image: External link] Elizabeth Warren[image: External link] and Boston Mayor[image: External link] Thomas Menino[image: External link] in a rally against the then-upcoming sequester[image: External link], with Capuano calling it "stupid."[32] In 2012 Capuano along with fellow Massachusetts Congressman Barney Frank[image: External link] introduced legislation to combine the Securities and Exchange Commission[image: External link] and Commodity Futures Trading Commission[image: External link] into the "Securities and Derivatives Commission."[33]
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 1994 Secretary nomination




Capuano ran for Massachusetts Secretary of the Commonwealth[image: External link] in the 1994 election[image: External link], running against former State Representatives[image: External link] Augusto Grace[image: External link] and William F. Galvin[image: External link] for the Democratic nomination. During the race he framed himself as an advocate for the poor and urban communities, and criticized aid formulas which he argued left less-wealthy municipalities with less per-capita revenue. To appear on the Democratic primary required the support of at least 15% of delegates in the state party convention. In what the Boston Globe[image: External link] deemed "an embarrassing defeat," he was disqualified from the race with only 13% of delegate votes. When asked why he staged the difficult race to begin with, he responded, "Because I wasn't ready to run for Governor[image: External link]."[13]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2010 Senate campaign




Main article: United States Senate special election in Massachusetts, 2010[image: External link]


After the death of incumbent Senator Ted Kennedy[image: External link], a special election to succeed him was scheduled. On September 8, 2009, Capuano collected nomination papers to run for the seat[34] and on September 18, he announced his candidacy.[35] Capuano ran as a "Washington insider," comparing himself to Kennedy saying: "was [Kennedy] not the ultimate insider ... I think that’s probably one of the best things that we share.”[36] In his campaign Capuano received several high-profile endorsements, including House Speaker Pelosi and former Massachusetts Governor and 1988 Democratic presidential nominee[image: External link], Michael Dukakis[image: External link].[37][38]

Consistently polling below incumbent Massachusetts Attorney General[image: External link], Martha Coakley[image: External link], on December 8, 2009 Capuano lost the Democratic primary to Coakley, winning only 28% of the vote to Coakley's 47%, amongst a field of four candidates.
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Further information: Massachusetts gubernatorial election, 2014[image: External link]


Capuano considered running for Governor of Massachusetts[image: External link] in 2014[image: External link].[39] On January 21, 2013, former Mayor of Springfield, Massachusetts[image: External link] and member of the Massachusetts Governor's Council[image: External link] Michael Albano[image: External link] endorsed Capuano to run, posting on his Facebook[image: External link] page: "while the Congressman has not made a decision to compete for the [Democratic] nomination [for Governor] at this time, it is not too early to make the case and encourage his candidacy."[40] When asked in February 2013 whether he might run for Governor, Capuano responded: "Part of me thinks that some of the more interesting, more important fights over the next several years might be conducted at statehouses around the country and not necessarily on Capitol Hill[image: External link]."[41] In a statement in September 2013, Capuano announced he would not run for Governor, and would instead focus on running for re-election to Congress. His decision was attributed to his loss against Martha Coakley[image: External link] in the Democratic primary for Senate, virtually closing any possibility for running for higher office.[42]
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 Personal life




Capuano was named after his two grandfathers,[2] and has seven siblings, one of whom died in childbirth and another died of polio[image: External link] at the age of 5.[1] Capuano married Barbara Teebagy in 1974, and together they have two boys, Michael and Joseph.[3] He is the uncle of actors Chris Evans of the Fantastic Four and Captain America film series, and Scott Evans of the soap opera One Life to Live.[43] In 2003 the City of Somerville dedicated a new school in Capuano's honor; the Michael E. Capuano Early Childhood Center officially opened in September that year.[44]
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Superhero






For other uses, see Superhero (disambiguation)[image: External link].

A superhero (sometimes rendered super-hero or super hero) is a type of heroic[image: External link] stock character[image: External link] who possesses supernatural or superhuman powers[image: External link] and who is dedicated to fighting crime, protecting the public, and usually battling supervillains[image: External link]. A female[image: External link] superhero is sometimes called a superheroine (also rendered super-heroine or super heroine), although the word superhero is commonly used for females also. Superhero fiction[image: External link] is the genre of fiction[image: External link] that is centered on such characters, especially in American comic books[image: External link] since the 1930s.

By most definitions, characters do not require actual supernatural or superhuman powers or phenomena[image: External link] to be deemed superheroes.[1][2][3] While the Dictionary.com definition of "superhero" is "a figure, especially in a comic strip[image: External link] or cartoon, endowed with superhuman powers and usually portrayed as fighting evil or crime",[4] the longstanding Merriam-Webster[image: External link] dictionary gives the definition as "a fictional hero having extraordinary or superhuman powers; also: an exceptionally skillful or successful person".[5] Terms such as masked crime fighters, costumed adventurers or masked vigilantes[image: External link] are sometimes used to refer to characters such as the Spirit[image: External link], who may not be explicitly referred to as superheroes but nevertheless share similar traits.

Some superheroes use their powers to counter daily crime while also combating threats against humanity from supervillains[image: External link], who are their criminal counterparts. Often at least one of these supervillains will be the superhero's archenemy[image: External link]. Some long-running superheroes such as Batman[image: External link], Spider-Man[image: External link], Superman[image: External link], Captain America, Wonder Woman[image: External link], Iron Man[image: External link], the Flash[image: External link], Wolverine[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link], and Hulk[image: External link] have a rogues gallery[image: External link] of many villains.
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 History




Main articles: Superhero fiction § History[image: External link], History of comics[image: External link], and Superhero film[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early history




The word ' superhero[image: External link]' dates to at least 1917.[6] Antecedents[image: External link] of the archetype include such folkloric[image: External link] heroes as Robin Hood[image: External link], who adventured in distinctive clothing.[7] The 1903 play The Scarlet Pimpernel[image: External link] and its spinoffs popularized the idea of a masked avenger and the superhero trope of a secret identity[image: External link].[7] Shortly afterward, masked and costumed pulp fiction[image: External link] characters such as Zorro[image: External link] (1919), The Shadow[image: External link] (1930) and comic strip[image: External link] heroes, such as the Phantom[image: External link] (1936) began appearing, as did non-costumed characters with super strength, including Patoruzú[image: External link] (1928), the comic-strip character Popeye[image: External link] (1929) and novelist Philip Wylie[image: External link]'s protagonist Hugo Danner[image: External link] (1930).[8]

In the 1930s, both trends came together in some of the earliest superpowered costumed heroes such as Japan's Ōgon Bat[image: External link][9][10] (visualized in painted panels used by kamishibai[image: External link] oral storytellers in Japan since 1931), Mandrake the Magician[image: External link][11][12][13] (1934), Superman[image: External link] in 1938 and Captain Marvel[image: External link] (1939) at the beginning of the Golden Age of Comic Books[image: External link].
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 1940s




During the 1940s there were many superheroes: The Flash, Green Lantern and Blue Beetle debuted in this era. This era saw the debut of first known female superhero, writer-artist Fletcher Hanks[image: External link]'s character Fantomah[image: External link], an ageless ancient Egyptian[image: External link] woman in the modern day who could transform into a skull-faced creature with superpowers to fight evil; she debuted in Fiction House[image: External link]'s Jungle Comics #2 (Feb. 1940), credited to the pseudonymous "Barclay Flagg".[14][15] The Invisible Scarlet O'Neil[image: External link], a non-costumed character who fought crime and wartime saboteurs using the superpower of invisibility[image: External link] created by Russell Stamm, would debut in the eponymous syndicated[image: External link] newspaper[image: External link] comic strip[image: External link] a few months later on June 3, 1940.[16]

One superpowered character was portrayed as an antiheroine[image: External link], a rarity for its time: the Black Widow[image: External link], a costumed emissary of Satan[image: External link] who killed evildoers in order to send them to Hell[image: External link] — debuted in Mystic Comics[image: External link] #4 (Aug. 1940), from Timely Comics[image: External link], the 1940s predecessor of Marvel Comics. Most of the other female costumed crime-fighters during this era lacked superpowers. Notable characters include The Woman in Red[image: External link],[17][18] introduced in Standard Comics[image: External link]' Thrilling Comics #2 (March 1940); Lady Luck[image: External link], debuting in the Sunday- newspaper[image: External link] comic-book insert The Spirit Section[image: External link] June 2, 1940; the comedic character Red Tornado[image: External link], debuting in All-American Comics[image: External link] #20 (Nov 1940); Miss Fury[image: External link],[19] debuting in the eponymous comic strip by female cartoonist Tarpé Mills[image: External link] on April 6, 1941; the Phantom Lady[image: External link], introduced in Quality Comics[image: External link] Police Comics #1 (Aug. 1941); the Black Cat[image: External link],[20][21] introduced in Harvey Comics[image: External link]' Pocket Comics #1 (also Aug. 1941); and the Black Canary[image: External link], introduced in Flash Comics[image: External link] #86 (Aug. 1947) as a supporting character.[22] The most iconic comic book superheroine, who debuted during the Golden Age, is Wonder Woman[image: External link].[23] Inspired by the Amazons[image: External link] of Greek mythology[image: External link], she was created by psychologist[image: External link] William Moulton Marston[image: External link], with help and inspiration from his wife Elizabeth[image: External link] and their mutual lover[image: External link] Olive Byrne.[24][25] Wonder Woman's first appearance was in All Star Comics[image: External link] #8 (Dec. 1941), published by All-American Publications[image: External link], one of two companies that would merge to form DC Comics in 1944.
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 1950s




In 1952, Osamu Tezuka[image: External link]'s manga Tetsuwan Atom (more popularly known in the west as Astro Boy[image: External link]) was published. The series focused upon a robot boy built by a scientist[image: External link] to replace his deceased son. Being built from an incomplete robot originally intended for military[image: External link] purposes Astro Boy possessed amazing powers such as flight through thrusters[image: External link] in his feet and the incredible mechanical strength of his limbs.

The 1950s saw the Silver Age of Comics[image: External link]. During this era DC introduced the likes of Batwoman[image: External link] in 1956, Supergirl[image: External link], Miss Arrowette[image: External link], and Bat-Girl[image: External link]; all female derivatives[image: External link] of established male superheroes. 1958 saw the debut of superhero Moonlight Mask[image: External link] on Japanese television[image: External link].
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 1960s




The Marvel Comics teams of the early 1960s typically included at least one (and often the only) female member, much like DC's flagship superhero team the Justice League of America[image: External link] (whose initial roster included Wonder Woman as the token female[image: External link]); examples include the Fantastic Four[image: External link]'s Invisible Girl[image: External link], the X-Men[image: External link]'s Jean Grey[image: External link] (originally known as Marvel Girl[image: External link]), the Avengers' Wasp[image: External link], and the Brotherhood of Mutants[image: External link]' Scarlet Witch[image: External link] (who later joined the Avengers). In 1963, Astro Boy was adapted into a highly influential anime television series. Phantom Agents[image: External link] in 1964 focused on ninjas[image: External link] working for the Japanese government and would be the foundation for Sentai[image: External link]-type series. 1966 saw the debut of sci-fi/horror series Ultra Q[image: External link] created by Eiji Tsuburaya[image: External link] this would eventually lead on to the sequel Ultraman[image: External link], spawning a successful franchise focused upon the Giant Hero subgenre where the Superheroes would be as big as giant monsters ( Kaiju[image: External link]) that they fought.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1970s




In 1972, the Science Ninja Team Gatchaman[image: External link] anime debuted, which built upon the superhero team idea of the live-action Phantom Agents as well as introducing different colors for team members and special vehicles to support them, said vehicles could also combine into a larger one. Another important event was the debut of Mazinger Z[image: External link] by Go Nagai, creating the Super Robot genre. Go Nagai also wrote the manga Cutey Honey in 1973, although the Magical Girl[image: External link] genre already existed, Nagai's manga introduced Transformation sequences that would become a staple of Magical Girl media.

The 1970s would see more anti-heroes introduced into Superhero fiction such examples included the debut of Shotaro Ishinomori[image: External link]'s Skull Man[image: External link] in 1970, Go Nagai's Devilman[image: External link] in 1972 and Gerry Conway and John Romita's Punisher[image: External link] in 1974.

The dark Skull Man[image: External link] manga would later get a television adaptation and underwent drastic changes. The protagonist was redesigned resemble a grasshopper, becoming the renowned first masked hero of the Kamen Rider[image: External link] series. Kamen Rider is a motorcycle riding hero in an insect-like costume, who shouts Henshin (Transform) to don his costume and gain superhuman powers.

The ideas of second-wave feminism[image: External link], which spread through the 1960s into the 1970s, greatly influenced the way comic book companies would depict as well as market their female characters: Wonder Woman was for a time revamped as a mod-dressing[image: External link] martial artist[image: External link] directly inspired by the Emma Peel[image: External link] character from the British television series[image: External link] The Avengers[image: External link] (no relation to the superhero team of the same name),[26] but later reverted to Marston's original concept after the editors of Ms. magazine[image: External link] publicly disapproved of the character being depowered and without her traditional costume;[27] Supergirl was moved from being a secondary feature on Action Comics[image: External link] to headline Adventure Comics[image: External link] in 1969; the Lady Liberators[image: External link] appeared in an issue of The Avengers as a group of mind-controlled superheroines led by Valkyrie[image: External link] (actually a disguised supervillainess[image: External link]) and were meant to be a caricatured parody of feminist activists;[28] and Jean Grey became the embodiment of a cosmic being[image: External link] known as the Phoenix Force[image: External link] with seemingly unlimited power in the late 1970s, a stark contrast from her depiction as the weakest member of her team a decade ago.

Both major publishers began introducing new superheroines with a more distinct feminist theme as part of their origin stories or character development. Examples include Big Barda[image: External link], Power Girl[image: External link], and the Huntress[image: External link] by DC comics; and from Marvel, the second Black Widow[image: External link], Shanna the She-Devil[image: External link], and The Cat[image: External link].[29] Female supporting characters[image: External link] who were successful professionals or hold positions of authority in their own right also debuted in the pages of several popular superhero titles from the late 1950s onward: Hal Jordan[image: External link]'s love interest Carol Ferris[image: External link] was introduced as the Vice-President of Ferris Aircraft[image: External link] and later took over the company from her father; Medusa[image: External link], who was first introduced in the Fantastic Four series, is a member of the Inhuman Royal Family[image: External link] and a prominent statesperson within her people's quasi-feudal society; and Carol Danvers[image: External link], a decorated officer[image: External link] in the United States Air Force[image: External link] who would become a costumed superhero herself years later.

In 1975 Shotaro Ishinomori[image: External link]'s Himitsu Sentai Gorenger[image: External link] debuted on what is now TV Asahi, it brought the concepts of multi-colored teams and supporting vehicles that debuted in Gatchaman into live-action. In 1978, Toei adapted Spider-Man[image: External link] into a live-action series. In this continuity, Spider-Man had a vehicle called Marveller that could transform into a giant and powerful robot called Leopardon, this idea would be carried over to Toei's Battle Fever J[image: External link] and now multi-colored teams not only had support vehicles but giant robots to fight giant monsters with.
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 1980s onwards




In subsequent decades, popular characters like Dazzler[image: External link], She-Hulk[image: External link], Elektra[image: External link], Catwoman[image: External link], Witchblade[image: External link], Spider-Girl[image: External link], Batgirl[image: External link] and the Birds of Prey[image: External link] became stars of long-running eponymous titles. Female characters began assuming leadership roles in many ensemble superhero teams; the Uncanny X-Men[image: External link] series and its related spin-off titles in particular have included many female characters in pivotal roles since the 1970s.[30] Volume 4 of the X-Men comic book series[image: External link] featured an all-female team as part of the Marvel NOW![image: External link] branding initiative in 2013.[31] Superpowered female characters like Buffy the Vampire Slayer[image: External link][32] and Darna[image: External link][33][34] have a tremendous influence on popular culture in their respective countries of origin.

With more and more anime, manga and Tokusatsu being translated or adapted, western audiences were beginning to experience the Japanese styles of superhero fiction more than they were able to before. Saban[image: External link]'s Mighty Morphin Power Rangers[image: External link], an adaptation of Zyuranger[image: External link] created a multimedia franchise that used footage from Super Sentai[image: External link].[35] Internationally, the Japanese comic book character[image: External link], Sailor Moon[image: External link], is recognized as one of the most important and popular female superheroes ever created.[36][37][38][39][40]
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 Common traits




Many superhero characters display the following traits:


	
Extraordinary powers or abilities[image: External link]. Superhero powers vary widely; superhuman strength, the ability to fly, enhanced senses, and the projection of energy bolts are all common. Some characters like Batman[image: External link], Mockingbird[image: External link], the Phantom[image: External link] and the Question[image: External link] possess no superhuman powers but have mastered skills such as martial arts[image: External link], espionage techniques, and applied[image: External link] or forensic sciences[image: External link] to a highly remarkable degree. Others rely on fantastical weapons or technology, such as Iron Man[image: External link]'s powered armor suits[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link]’s power ring[image: External link], and trick arrows[image: External link] employed by Green Arrow[image: External link] and Hawkeye[image: External link]. Many characters supplement their innate superhuman powers with a special weapon or device (e.g. Captain America's shield[image: External link], Wonder Woman[image: External link]'s lasso[image: External link] and bracelets[image: External link], Thor's[image: External link] weather manipulating hammer[image: External link], and Wolverine[image: External link]'s adamantium[image: External link] claws).

	A strong moral code, including a willingness to risk one's own safety in the service of good without expectation of reward. Such a code often includes a refusal or strong reluctance to kill[image: External link] or wield lethal weapons.

	A motivation, such as a sense of responsibility and guilt (e.g. Spider-Man[image: External link]), a formal calling (e.g. Wonder Woman[image: External link]), a childhood trauma or personal vendetta against criminals (e.g. Batman[image: External link]), or a strong belief in justice and humanitarian service (e.g. Superman[image: External link]).




	A secret identity[image: External link] that protects the superhero's friends and family from becoming targets of his or her enemies, such as Clark Kent[image: External link] ( Superman[image: External link]), or to protect themselves from getting arrested by the police, like Spider-Man[image: External link], although many superheroes have a confidant (usually a friend or relative who has been sworn to secrecy). Most superheroes use a descriptive or metaphoric code name for their public deeds. However, there are also rare ones whose true identities are common public knowledge, even with a costumed identity (e.g. Iron Man and Captain America).

	A distinctive costume, often used to conceal the secret identity (see Common costume features[image: External link]).

	An underlying motif or theme that affects the hero's name, costume, personal effects, and other aspects of his or her character (e.g. Batman[image: External link] wears a bat-inspired costume[image: External link], uses bat-themed equipment[image: External link], and operates at night; Spider-Man[image: External link] can project artificial webbing from wrist-mounted web shooting gadgets[image: External link], has a spider web pattern on his costume, and other spider-like abilities).

	A supporting cast[image: External link] of recurring characters, including the hero's friends, co-workers or love interests, who may or may not know of the superhero's secret identity. Often the hero's personal relationships are complicated by this dual life, a common theme in Batman, Spider-Man and Superman stories in particular.

	A rogues gallery[image: External link] consisting of enemies that he/she fights repeatedly. In some cases superheroes begin by fighting run-of-the-mill criminals before supervillains[image: External link] surface in their respective story lines. In many cases the hero is in part responsible for the appearance of these supervillains (the Scorpion[image: External link] was created as the perfect enemy to defeat Spider-Man; the Sentinels[image: External link] were designed to hunt mutants[image: External link] who often represent the protagonists of Marvel stories; and characters in Batman's comics often accuse him of inadvertently creating the villains he fights). Often superheroes have a recurring archenemy[image: External link] who is especially threatening, or a nemesis who is depicted as a doppelganger or foil[image: External link] (e.g. Wolverine[image: External link] is outmatched physically by Sabretooth[image: External link], who embraces his savage instincts while the former attempts to suppress his; the psychopathic Reverse-Flash[image: External link]'s costume and abilities are very similar to the Flash[image: External link]'s; the Joker[image: External link] is flamboyant and colorful in contrast to the moody, grim Batman. Magneto[image: External link] is restless and hostile in contrast to the calm and peaceful Professor X[image: External link].)

	Independent wealth (e.g. Batman[image: External link]'s family fortune, the X-Men[image: External link]'s patron Professor X[image: External link], Iron Man[image: External link]'s father's weapon and technology company) or an occupation that allows for minimal supervision (e.g. Spider-Man's civilian job as a freelance photographer).

	A backstory[image: External link] that explains the circumstances by which the character acquired his or her abilities as well as his or her motivation for becoming a superhero. Many origin stories[image: External link] involve tragic elements or freak accidents that result in the development of the hero's abilities.

	Normal, human flaws like extravagance (Tony Stark[image: External link]), aggression ( Wolverine[image: External link]) or a dysfunctional family (very common: e.g. Batman[image: External link], Magneto[image: External link]).



Many superheroes work independently. However, there are also many superhero teams. Some, such as the Fantastic Four[image: External link], DNAgents[image: External link], and the X-Men[image: External link], have common origins and usually operate as a group. Some are families in which the parents and kids have superpowers, like The Incredibles[image: External link]. Others, such as DC Comics’s Justice League[image: External link] and Marvel’s Avengers[image: External link], are "all-star" groups consisting of heroes with separate origins who also operate individually, yet will team up[image: External link] to confront larger threats. The shared setting or "universes" of Marvel, DC and other publishers also allow for regular superhero crossover[image: External link] team-ups. Some superheroes, especially those introduced in the 1940s, work with a young sidekick[image: External link] (e.g. Batman[image: External link] and Robin[image: External link], Captain America and Bucky[image: External link]). This has become less common since more sophisticated writing and older audiences have lessened the need for characters who specifically appeal to child readers. Sidekicks are seen as a separate classification of superheroes.

Although superhero fiction is considered a form of fantasy/adventure, it crosses into many genres. Some superhero franchises resemble crime fiction[image: External link] (e.g. Batman[image: External link], Spider-Man[image: External link], Daredevil[image: External link]), horror fiction[image: External link] (e.g. Hellboy[image: External link], The Spectre[image: External link]), paranoid fiction[image: External link] (e.g. Watchmen[image: External link],[41] Marvelman/Miracleman[image: External link]), and conventional science fiction (e.g. Green Lantern[image: External link], Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link]). Many of the earliest superheroes, such as the Sandman[image: External link] and the Clock[image: External link], were rooted in the pulp fiction of their predecessors.

Within their own fictional universes, public perception of superheroes varies greatly. Some, like Superman[image: External link] and the Fantastic Four[image: External link], are adored and seen as important civic leaders or even celebrities. Others, like Hulk[image: External link], Spider-Man[image: External link] and the characters of Watchmen[image: External link], are met with public skepticism or outright hostility. A few, such as the X-Men[image: External link] and Doom Patrol[image: External link], defend a populace that almost unanimously misunderstands and despises them.
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 Common costume features




A superhero's costume helps make him or her recognizable to the general public. Costumes are often colorful to enhance the character's visual appeal and frequently incorporate the superhero's name and theme. For example, Daredevil[image: External link] resembles a red devil, Captain America's costume echoes the American flag, Batman[image: External link]'s costume resembles a large bat, and Spider-Man[image: External link]'s costume features a spiderweb pattern. The convention of superheroes wearing masks (frequently without visible pupils[image: External link]) and skintight unitards originated with Lee Falk[image: External link]'s comic strip The Phantom.

Many features of superhero costumes recur frequently, including the following:


	Superheroes who maintain a secret identity often wear a mask[image: External link], ranging from the domino[image: External link] of Robin[image: External link] and the Green Hornet[image: External link] to the full-face masks of Spider-Man[image: External link] and Black Panther. Most common are masks covering the upper face, leaving the mouth and jaw exposed. This allows for both a believable disguise and recognizable facial expressions. A notable exception is Superman[image: External link], who wears nothing on his face while fighting crime, but uses large glasses in his civilian life as Clark Kent[image: External link]. Some characters wear helmets, such as Doctor Fate[image: External link] or Magneto[image: External link].

	A symbol, such as a stylized letter or visual icon, usually on the chest. Examples include the uppercase "S" of Superman[image: External link], the bat emblem of Batman[image: External link], and the spider emblem of Spider-Man[image: External link]. Often, they also wear a common symbol referring to their group or league, such as the "4" on the Fantastic Four[image: External link]'s suits, the "X" on the X-Men[image: External link]'s costumes, or the "i" on the Incredible Family[image: External link]'s costumes.

	Form-fitting clothing, often referred to as tights or Spandex[image: External link], although the exact material is usually unidentified. Such material displays a character’s athletic build[image: External link] and heroic sex appeal[image: External link] and allows a simple design for illustrators to reproduce.

	While a great many superhero costumes do not feature capes[image: External link], the garment is still closely associated with them, likely because two of the most widely recognized superheroes, Batman[image: External link] and Superman[image: External link], wear capes. In fact, police officers in Batman’s home of Gotham City[image: External link] are depicted as using the word "cape" as a shorthand for all superheroes and costumed crime-fighters. The comic-book miniseries Watchmen[image: External link] and the animated movie The Incredibles[image: External link] commented on the potentially lethal impracticality of capes. In Marvel Comics, the term "cape-killer" has been used to describe the fictional Superhuman Restraint Unit organization, even though few notable Marvel heroes wear capes.

	While most superhero costumes merely hide the hero’s identity and present a recognizable image, parts of the costume (or the costume itself) have functional uses. For example, the Venom[image: External link] symbiote suit[image: External link] and Spawn[image: External link]'s " necroplasmic[image: External link] armor", with their supernatural abilities have both been of great assistance to the wearer. Iron Man's armor[image: External link], in particular, protects him and provides technological advantages.

	When thematically[image: External link] appropriate, some superheroes dress like people from various professions or subcultures. Zatanna[image: External link], who possesses wizard-like powers, dresses like a stage magician, and Ghost Rider[image: External link], who rides a superpowered motorcycle[image: External link], dresses in the leather garb of a biker.

	Some characters eschew the traditional superhero outfit for apparel considered to be more practical and utilitarian. Shoulder, knee and elbow pads, Kevlar[image: External link]-coated vests, metal-plated armor, heavy-duty belts, and ammunition pouches appear on 1990s-era antiheroes[image: External link] such as Cable[image: External link], Deadpool[image: External link], and many Image Comics[image: External link] characters. Other characters, such as the Runaways[image: External link] and the various protagonists of the Infamous video game series[image: External link], do not wear any distinctive outfits at all.
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 Bases/headquarters




Many superheroes (and supervillains) operate from a base or headquarters. These bases are often equipped with state-of-the-art, highly advanced, or alien technologies. They are typically set in disguised or in secret locations to avoid being detected by enemies or the general public (for example, Superman's Fortress of Solitude[image: External link] or the Batcave[image: External link]). Some bases, such as the Baxter Building[image: External link] or the Hall of Justice[image: External link], are common public knowledge (even if their precise location may remain secret). Many heroes and villains who do not have a permanent headquarters may have a mobile base of operations instead.

To the heroes and villains who have secret bases, these bases can serve a variety of functions, including (but not limited to) the following:


	a control room[image: External link] where specialized monitors and other advanced technology alert superheroes to activities requiring their intervention

	a command center[image: External link] where they are allowed the ability to send out commands through monitoring equipment

	an operations room[image: External link] that stores their technological and alien devices

	a crime lab[image: External link] or laboratory[image: External link], for experiments and scientific study

	a safehouse[image: External link], where the heroes can conceal themselves from their enemies

	a research library[image: External link], covering a variety of topics including science, history, or criminal profiling

	an armory[image: External link], for weapons design, construction and storage

	a garage[image: External link], hangar[image: External link], or dock[image: External link], for storage of vehicles

	an information centre[image: External link] or communications center[image: External link]


	a weapons platform[image: External link], for defense of the facility (these are more common to supervillains)

	a trophy room[image: External link], where mementos of significant battles and adventures are displayed

	a common area[image: External link], for social activity (typically for larger teams, such as the Justice League[image: External link] or the Avengers[image: External link])
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 Trademark status




Most dictionary definitions[6][42] and common usages of the term are generic[image: External link] and not limited to the characters of any particular company or companies.

Nevertheless, variations on the term "Super Hero" are jointly claimed by DC Comics and Marvel Comics as trademarks[image: External link] in the United States. Registrations of "Super Hero" marks have been maintained by DC and Marvel since the 1960s,[43] including U.S. Trademark Serial Nos. 72243225 and 73222079. In 2009, the term "Super Heroes" was registered as a typography-independent " descriptive[image: External link]" US trademark co-owned by DC and Marvel.[44]

Critics in the legal community dispute whether the "Super Hero" marks meet the legal standard for trademark protection in the United States-distinctive designation of a single source of a product or service. Controversy exists over each element of that standard: whether "Super Hero" is distinctive rather than generic, whether "Super Hero" designates a source of products or services, and whether DC and Marvel jointly represent a single source.[45] Some critics further characterize the marks as a misuse of trademark law to chill competition.[46]
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 Minority superheroes




In keeping with their origins as representing the archetypical hero[image: External link] stock character in 1930s American comics, superheroes are predominantly depicted as white[image: External link] Anglo-Saxon[image: External link] American middle- or upper-class[image: External link] heterosexual[image: External link] young adult males who are typically tall, athletic, educated, physically attractive and in perfect health. Beginning in the 1960s with the civil rights movement[image: External link] in the United States, and increasingly with the rising concern over political correctness[image: External link] in the 1980s, superhero fiction centered on cultural, ethnic, national and racial minority groups[image: External link] (from the perspective of US demographics[image: External link]) began to be produced. This began with depiction of black superheroes[image: External link] in the 1960s, followed in the 1970s with a number of other ethnic superheroes.[47] In keeping with the political mood of the time, cultural diversity[image: External link] and inclusivism[image: External link] would be an important part of superhero groups starting from the 1980s. In the 1990s, this was further augmented by the first depictions of superheroes as homosexual.
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 Ethnic and religious minorities




See also: Ethnic stereotypes in comics[image: External link], African characters in comics[image: External link], List of black superheroes[image: External link], List of Asian superheroes[image: External link], List of Latino superheroes[image: External link], List of Native American superheroes[image: External link], List of Jewish superheroes[image: External link], List of Filipino superheroes[image: External link], List of Middle Eastern superheroes[image: External link], List of Russian superheroes[image: External link], and List of Italian and Italian-American superheroes and villains[image: External link]


In 1966, Marvel Comics introduced the Black Panther[image: External link], an African monarch[image: External link] who became the first non- caricatured[image: External link] black superhero.[48] The first African-American[image: External link] superhero, the Falcon[image: External link], followed in 1969, and three years later, Luke Cage[image: External link], a self-styled "hero-for-hire"[image: External link], became the first black superhero[image: External link] to star in his own series[image: External link]. In 1989, the Monica Rambeau[image: External link] incarnation of Captain Marvel[image: External link] was the first female black superhero from a major publisher to get her own title in a special one-shot issue. In 1971, Red Wolf[image: External link] became the first Native American[image: External link] in the superheroic tradition to headline a series.[49] In 1973, Shang-Chi[image: External link] became the first prominent Asian superhero[image: External link] to star in an American comic book ( Kato[image: External link] had been the deuteragonist[image: External link] of the Green Hornet[image: External link] media franchise series since its inception in the 1930s.[50]). Kitty Pryde[image: External link], a member of the X-Men, was an openly Jewish superhero in mainstream American comic books as early as 1978.[51]

Comic-book companies were in the early stages of cultural expansion and many of these characters played to specific stereotypes[image: External link]; Cage and many of his contemporaries often employed lingo similar to that of blaxploitation[image: External link] films, Native Americans were often associated with shamanism[image: External link] and wild animals[image: External link], and Asian Americans[image: External link] were often portrayed as kung fu martial artists[image: External link]. Subsequent minority heroes, such as the X-Men[image: External link]'s Storm[image: External link] and the Teen Titans[image: External link]' Cyborg[image: External link] avoided such conventions; they were both part of ensemble teams, which became increasingly diverse in subsequent years. The X-Men, in particular, were revived in 1975 with a line-up of characters culled from several nations, including the Kenyan[image: External link] Storm, German[image: External link] Nightcrawler[image: External link], Russian[image: External link] Colossus[image: External link], Irish[image: External link] Banshee[image: External link], and Japanese[image: External link] Sunfire[image: External link]. In 1993, Milestone Comics[image: External link], an African-American-owned media/publishing company entered into a publishing agreement with DC Comics that allowed them to introduce a line of comics that included characters of many ethnic minorities. Milestone's initial run lasted four years, during which it introduced Static[image: External link], a character adapted into the WB Network[image: External link] animated series[image: External link] Static Shock[image: External link].

In addition to the creation of new minority heroes, publishers have filled the identities and roles of once-Caucasian heroes with new characters from minority backgrounds. The African-American John Stewart[image: External link] appeared in the 1970s as an alternate for Earth's Green Lantern Hal Jordan[image: External link], and would become a regular member of the Green Lantern Corps[image: External link] from the 1980s onward. The creators of the 2000s-era Justice League animated series[image: External link] selected Stewart as the show's Green Lantern. In the Ultimate Marvel[image: External link] universe, Miles Morales[image: External link], a multiracial American[image: External link] youth who was also bitten by a genetically-altered spider, debuted as the new Spider-Man[image: External link] after the apparent death[image: External link] of the original[image: External link]. Kamala Khan[image: External link], a Pakistani-American[image: External link] teenager who is revealed to have Inhuman lineage[image: External link] after her shapeshifting[image: External link] powers manifested, takes on the identity of Ms. Marvel[image: External link] in 2014. Her self-titled comic book series became a cultural phenomenon, with extensive media coverage by CNN[image: External link], the New York Times[image: External link] and The Colbert Report[image: External link], and embraced by anti- Islamophobia[image: External link] campaigners in San Francisco[image: External link] who plastered over anti-Muslim bus adverts with Kamala stickers.[52] Other such successor-heroes of color include James "Rhodey" Rhodes[image: External link] as Iron Man[image: External link], Ryan Choi[image: External link] as the Atom[image: External link], and Jaime Reyes[image: External link] as Blue Beetle[image: External link].

Certain established characters have had their ethnicity changed when adapted to another continuity or media. A notable example is Nick Fury[image: External link], who is reinterpreted as African-American[image: External link] both in the Ultimate Marvel as well as the Marvel Cinematic Universe continuities.
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 Sexual orientation and gender identity




Main article: LGBT themes in comics[image: External link]


See also: List of LGBT characters in comics[image: External link]


In 1992, Marvel revealed[image: External link] that Northstar[image: External link], a member of the Canadian[image: External link] mutant superhero team Alpha Flight[image: External link], was homosexual[image: External link], after years of implication.[53] This ended a long-standing editorial mandate that there would be no homosexual characters in Marvel comics.[54] Although some minor secondary characters in DC Comics' mature-audience 1980s miniseries Watchmen[image: External link] were gay, and the reformed supervillain Pied Piper[image: External link] came out[image: External link] to Wally West[image: External link] in an issue of The Flash[image: External link] in 1991, Northstar is considered to be the first openly gay superhero appearing in mainstream comic books. From the mid-2000s onward, several established Marvel and DC comics characters (or a variant version of the pre-existing character) were outed or reintroduced as LGBT individuals by both publishers. Examples include the Mikaal Tomas incarnation of Starman[image: External link] in 1998; Colossus[image: External link] in the Ultimate X-Men[image: External link] series; Renee Montoya[image: External link] in DC's Gotham Central[image: External link] series in 2003; the Kate Kane incarnation of Batwoman[image: External link] in 2006; Rictor[image: External link] and Shatterstar[image: External link] in an issue of X-Factor[image: External link] in 2009; the Golden Age Green Lantern Alan Scott[image: External link] is reimagined as openly gay following The New 52[image: External link] reboot;[55][56] and in 2015, a younger time displaced version of Iceman[image: External link] in an issue of All-New X-Men[image: External link].[57]

Many new openly gay, lesbian and bisexual characters have since emerged in superhero fiction, such as Gen¹³[image: External link]'s Rainmaker[image: External link], Apollo[image: External link] and Midnighter[image: External link] of The Authority[image: External link], and Wiccan[image: External link] and Hulkling[image: External link] of the Young Avengers[image: External link]. Notable transgender[image: External link] or gender bending[image: External link] characters are fewer in number by comparison: the alter ego of superheroine Zsazsa Zaturnnah[image: External link], a seminal character in Philippine popular culture,[58] is an effeminate gay man who transforms into a female superhuman after ingesting a magical stone. Desire[image: External link] from Neil Gaiman[image: External link]'s The Sandman[image: External link] series and Xavin[image: External link] from the Runaways[image: External link] are both characters who could (and often) change their gender at will. Alysia Yeoh[image: External link], a supporting character created by writer Gail Simone[image: External link] for the Batgirl[image: External link] ongoing series published by DC Comics, received substantial media attention in 2011 for being the first major transgender character written in a contemporary context in a mainstream American comic book.[59]

The Sailor Moon series is known for featuring a substantial number of openly LGBT characters since its inception, as Japan[image: External link] have traditionally been more open about portraying homosexuality in its children's media compared to many countries in the West.[60][61] Certain characters who are presented as homosexual or transgender in one continuity may not be presented as such in others, particularly with dubbed versions made for international release.[62]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Subtypes





	List of child superheroes[image: External link]

	List of anthropomorphic animal superheroes[image: External link]

	List of alien races in DC Comics[image: External link]

	List of alien races in Marvel Comics[image: External link]

	List of metahumans in DC Comics[image: External link]
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 See also





	Crimefighters[image: External link]

	Olga Mesmer[image: External link]

	Real-life superhero[image: External link]

	List of superhero debuts[image: External link]

	List of superhero teams and groups[image: External link]

	List of comic book superpowers[image: External link]
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Marvel Comics






This article is about the comic book company using this name beginning in 1961. For the earlier comic book series, see Marvel Mystery Comics[image: External link].

Marvel Comics is the common name and primary imprint of Marvel Worldwide Inc., formerly Marvel Publishing, Inc. and Marvel Comics Group, an American publisher of comic books[image: External link] and related media. In 2009, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] acquired Marvel Entertainment[image: External link], Marvel Worldwide's parent company.

Marvel started in 1939 as Timely Publications[image: External link], and by the early 1950s, had generally become known as Atlas Comics[image: External link]. Marvel's modern incarnation dates from 1961, the year that the company launched The Fantastic Four[image: External link] and other superhero titles created by Stan Lee[image: External link], Jack Kirby[image: External link], Steve Ditko[image: External link], and many others.

Marvel counts among its characters[image: External link] such well-known superheroes as Iron Man[image: External link], Captain America, Hulk[image: External link], Thor[image: External link], Doctor Strange[image: External link], Spider-Man[image: External link], Deadpool[image: External link], Wolverine[image: External link], Daredevil[image: External link], Ms. Marvel[image: External link], and Ant-Man[image: External link], such teams as the Avengers[image: External link], the Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link], the Inhumans[image: External link], the Fantastic Four[image: External link], and the X-Men[image: External link], and antagonists such as Doctor Doom[image: External link], Red Skull[image: External link], Green Goblin[image: External link], Thanos[image: External link], Ultron[image: External link], Doctor Octopus[image: External link], Magneto[image: External link], Venom[image: External link], and Loki[image: External link].They also have less known characters like She-Hulk[image: External link] and Squirrel Girl[image: External link]. Most of Marvel's fictional characters operate in a single reality known as the Marvel Universe[image: External link], with locations that mirror real-life cities. Characters such as Spider-Man, the Fantastic Four, the Avengers, Daredevil, and Doctor Strange are based in New York City,[1][2] whereas the X-Men have historically been based in Salem Center, New York[image: External link][3][4][5] and Hulk's stories often have been set in the Southwestern United States[image: External link].[6]
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 Timely Publications




Main article: Timely Comics[image: External link]


Martin Goodman[image: External link] founded the company later known as Marvel Comics under the name Timely Publications in 1939.[7][8] Martin Goodman, a pulp magazine[image: External link] publisher who had started with a Western[image: External link] pulp in 1933, was expanding into the emerging—and by then already highly popular—new medium of comic books. Launching his new line from his existing company's offices at 330 West 42nd Street, New York City, he officially held the titles of editor[image: External link], managing editor, and business manager[image: External link], with Abraham Goodman officially listed as publisher.[8]

Timely's first publication, Marvel Comics[image: External link] #1 (cover dated[image: External link] Oct. 1939), included the first appearance of Carl Burgos[image: External link]' android[image: External link] superhero the Human Torch[image: External link], and the first appearances of Bill Everett[image: External link]'s anti-hero[image: External link] Namor the Sub-Mariner[image: External link],[9] among other features.[7] The issue was a great success, with it and a second printing the following month selling, combined, nearly 900,000 copies.[10] While its contents came from an outside packager, Funnies, Inc.[image: External link],[7] Timely had its own staff in place by the following year. The company's first true editor, writer-artist Joe Simon[image: External link], teamed with emerging industry's notable artist Jack Kirby[image: External link] to create one of the first patriotically themed superhero,[11] Captain America, in Captain America Comics #1 (March 1941). It, too, proved a hit, with sales of nearly one million.[10] Goodman formed Timely Comics, Inc., beginning with comics cover-dated April 1941 or Spring 1941.[12][13]

While no other Timely character would achieve the success of these three characters, some notable heroes—many of which continue to appear in modern-day retcon[image: External link] appearances and flashbacks—include the Whizzer[image: External link], Miss America[image: External link], the Destroyer[image: External link], the original Vision[image: External link], and the Angel[image: External link]. Timely also published one of humor cartoonist Basil Wolverton[image: External link]'s best-known features, "Powerhouse Pepper[image: External link]",[14][15] as well as a line of children's funny-animal[image: External link] comics featuring popular characters like Super Rabbit[image: External link] and the duo Ziggy Pig and Silly Seal[image: External link].

Goodman hired his wife's cousin,[16] Stanley Lieber, as a general office assistant in 1939.[17] When editor Simon left the company in late 1941,[18] Goodman made Lieber—by then writing pseudonymously as "Stan Lee[image: External link]"—interim editor of the comics line, a position Lee kept for decades except for three years during his military service in World War II[image: External link]. Lee wrote extensively for Timely, contributing to a number of different titles.

Goodman's business strategy involved having his various magazines and comic books published by a number of corporations all operating out of the same office and with the same staff.[13] One of these shell companies[image: External link] through which Timely Comics was published was named Marvel Comics by at least Marvel Mystery Comics #55 (May 1944). As well, some comics' covers, such as All Surprise Comics #12 (Winter 1946–47), were labeled "A Marvel Magazine" many years before Goodman would formally adopt the name in 1961.[19]
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 Atlas Comics




Main article: Atlas Comics (1950s)[image: External link]


The post-war American comic market saw superheroes falling out of fashion.[20] Goodman's comic book line dropped them for the most part and expanded into a wider variety of genres than even Timely had published, featuring horror[image: External link], Westerns[image: External link], humor, funny animal[image: External link], men's adventure[image: External link]-drama, giant monster, crime[image: External link], and war comics[image: External link], and later adding jungle[image: External link] books, romance[image: External link] titles, espionage[image: External link], and even medieval[image: External link] adventure, Bible stories[image: External link] and sports.

Goodman began using the globe logo of the Atlas News Company, the newsstand-distribution company he owned,[21] on comics cover-dated[image: External link] November 1951 even though another company, Kable News, continued to distribute his comics through the August 1952 issues.[22] This globe branding united a line put out by the same publisher, staff and freelancers through 59 shell companies, from Animirth Comics to Zenith Publications.[23]

Atlas, rather than innovate, took a proven route of following popular trends[image: External link] in television and movies— Westerns[image: External link] and war dramas prevailing for a time, drive-in movie[image: External link] monsters another time—and even other comic books, particularly the EC[image: External link] horror[image: External link] line.[24] Atlas also published a plethora of children's and teen humor titles, including Dan DeCarlo[image: External link]'s Homer the Happy Ghost[image: External link] (à la Casper the Friendly Ghost[image: External link]) and Homer Hooper (à la Archie Andrews[image: External link]). Atlas unsuccessfully attempted to revive superheroes from late 1953 to mid-1954, with the Human Torch (art by Syd Shores[image: External link] and Dick Ayers[image: External link], variously), the Sub-Mariner[image: External link] (drawn and most stories written by Bill Everett[image: External link]), and Captain America (writer Stan Lee[image: External link], artist John Romita Sr.[image: External link]). Atlas did not achieve any breakout hits and, according to Stan Lee, Atlas survived chiefly because it produced work quickly, cheaply, and at a passable quality.[25]
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 Comic Code Authority




During this time, the Comic Code Authority[image: External link] made its debut in September 1954, spearheaded by German-American psychiatrist Fredrick Wertham. Wertham published the book Seduction of the Innocent[image: External link] in order to force people to see that comics were impacting American youth. He believed violent comics were causing children to be reckless and were turning them into delinquents. In September 1954, comic book publishers got together to set up their own self-censorship organization—the Comics Magazine Association of America[image: External link]—in order to appease audiences. The next month, the code was published, forcing comic book companies to send their comics to them in order to gain their seal of approval. The stamp on the cover showed audiences that the comics were considered wholesome, entertaining, and educational.[26][27]
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 Marvel Comics




The first modern comic books under the Marvel Comics brand were the science-fiction[image: External link] anthology Journey into Mystery[image: External link] #69 and the teen-humor title Patsy Walker[image: External link] #95 (both cover dated[image: External link] June 1961), which each displayed an "MC" box on its cover.[28] Then, in the wake of DC Comics' success in reviving superheroes in the late 1950s and early 1960s, particularly with the Flash[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link], and other members of the team the Justice League of America[image: External link], Marvel followed suit.[n 1]

In 1961, writer-editor Stan Lee[image: External link] revolutionized superhero comics by introducing superheroes designed to appeal to more older readers than the predominantly child audiences of the medium. Modern Marvel's first superhero team, the titular stars of The Fantastic Four[image: External link] #1 (Nov. 1961),[29] broke convention with other comic book archetypes of the time by squabbling, holding grudges both deep and petty, and eschewing anonymity or secret identities in favor of celebrity status. Subsequently, Marvel comics developed a reputation for focusing on characterization and adult issues to a greater extent than most superhero comics before them, a quality which the new generation of older readers appreciated.[30] This applied to The Amazing Spider-Man title in particular, which turned out to be Marvel's most successful book. Its young hero suffered from self-doubt and mundane problems like any other teenager, something readers could identify with.

Lee and freelance artist and eventual co-plotter Jack Kirby[image: External link]'s Fantastic Four originated in a Cold War[image: External link] culture that led their creators to revise the superhero conventions of previous eras to better reflect the psychological spirit of their age.[31] Eschewing such comic-book tropes as secret identities and even costumes at first, having a monster as one of the heroes, and having its characters bicker and complain in what was later called a "superheroes in the real world" approach, the series represented a change that proved to be a great success.[32]

Marvel often presented flawed superheroes, freaks, and misfits—unlike the perfect, handsome, athletic heroes found in previous traditional comic books. Some Marvel heroes looked like villains and monsters such as the Hulk and the Thing. This naturalistic[image: External link] approach even extended into topical politics.

Comics historian Mike Benton also noted:


In the world of [rival DC Comics'] Superman[image: External link] comic books, communism did not exist. Superman rarely crossed national borders or involved himself in political disputes.[33] From 1962 to 1965, there were more communists [in Marvel Comics] than on the subscription list of Pravda[image: External link]. Communist agents attack Ant-Man in his laboratory, red henchmen jump the Fantastic Four on the moon, and Viet Cong[image: External link] guerrillas take potshots at Iron Man.[34]



All of these elements struck a chord with the older readers, such as college-aged adults, and they successfully gained in a way not seen before. In 1965, Spider-Man and the Hulk were both featured in Esquire[image: External link] magazine's list of 28 college campus heroes, alongside John F. Kennedy[image: External link] and Bob Dylan[image: External link].[35] In 2009 writer Geoff Boucher reflected that, "Superman and DC Comics instantly seemed like boring old Pat Boone[image: External link]; Marvel felt like The Beatles[image: External link] and the British Invasion[image: External link]. It was Kirby's artwork with its tension and psychedelia[image: External link] that made it perfect for the times—or was it Lee's bravado and melodrama, which was somehow insecure and brash at the same time?"[36]

In addition to Spider-Man[image: External link] and the Fantastic Four, Marvel began publishing further superhero titles featuring such heroes and antiheroes as the Hulk[image: External link], Thor[image: External link], Ant-Man[image: External link], Iron Man[image: External link], the X-Men[image: External link], Daredevil[image: External link], the Inhumans[image: External link], Black Panther[image: External link], Doctor Strange[image: External link], Captain Marvel[image: External link] and the Silver Surfer[image: External link], and such memorable antagonists as Doctor Doom[image: External link], Magneto[image: External link], Galactus[image: External link], Loki[image: External link], the Green Goblin[image: External link], and Doctor Octopus[image: External link], all existing in a shared reality known as the Marvel Universe[image: External link], with locations that mirror real-life cities such as New York, Los Angeles and Chicago.

Marvel even lampooned itself and other comics companies in a parody[image: External link] comic, Not Brand Echh[image: External link] (a play on Marvel's dubbing of other companies as "Brand Echh", à la the then-common phrase "Brand X").[37]
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 Cadence Industries ownership




In 1968, while selling 50 million comic books a year, company founder Goodman revised the constraining distribution arrangement with Independent News he had reached under duress during the Atlas years, allowing him now to release as many titles as demand warranted.[21] Late that year he sold Marvel Comics and his other publishing businesses to the Perfect Film and Chemical Corporation[image: External link], which continued to group them as the subsidiary Magazine Management Company[image: External link], with Goodman remaining as publisher.[38] In 1969, Goodman finally ended his distribution deal with Independent by signing with Curtis Circulation Company[image: External link].[21]

In 1971, the United States Department of Health, Education, and Welfare[image: External link] approached Marvel Comics editor-in-chief Stan Lee[image: External link] to do a comic book story about drug abuse. Lee agreed and wrote a three-part Spider-Man[image: External link] story portraying drug use as dangerous and unglamorous. However, the industry's self-censorship board, the Comics Code Authority[image: External link], refused to approve the story because of the presence of narcotics, deeming the context of the story irrelevant. Lee, with Goodman's approval, published the story regardless in The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] #96–98 (May–July 1971), without the Comics Code seal. The market reacted well to the storyline, and the CCA subsequently revised the Code the same year.[39]

Goodman retired as publisher in 1972 and installed his son, Chip, as publisher,[40] Shortly thereafter, Lee succeeded him as publisher and also became Marvel's president[40] for a brief time.[41] During his time as president, he appointed as editor-in-chief Roy Thomas[image: External link], who added "Stan Lee Presents" to the opening page of each comic book.[40]

A series of new editors-in-chief oversaw the company during another slow time for the industry. Once again, Marvel attempted to diversify, and with the updating of the Comics Code achieved moderate to strong success with titles themed to horror[image: External link] (The Tomb of Dracula[image: External link]), martial arts, (Shang-Chi: Master of Kung Fu[image: External link]), sword-and-sorcery[image: External link] (Conan the Barbarian[image: External link], Red Sonja[image: External link]), satire (Howard the Duck[image: External link]) and science fiction (2001: A Space Odyssey[image: External link], " Killraven[image: External link]" in Amazing Adventures[image: External link], Battlestar Galactica[image: External link], Star Trek[image: External link], and, late in the decade, the long-running Star Wars[image: External link] series). Some of these were published in larger-format black and white magazines, under its Curtis Magazines[image: External link] imprint. Marvel was able to capitalize on its successful superhero comics of the previous decade by acquiring a new newsstand distributor and greatly expanding its comics line. Marvel pulled ahead of rival DC Comics in 1972, during a time when the price and format of the standard newsstand comic were in flux.[42] Goodman increased the price and size of Marvel's November 1971 cover-dated comics from 15 cents for 36 pages total to 25 cents for 52 pages. DC followed suit, but Marvel the following month dropped its comics to 20 cents for 36 pages, offering a lower-priced product with a higher distributor discount.[43]

Goodman, now disconnected from Marvel, set up a new company called Seaboard Periodicals[image: External link] in 1974, reviving Marvel's old Atlas name for a new Atlas Comics[image: External link] line, but this lasted only a year and a half.[44] In the mid-1970s a decline of the newsstand distribution network affected Marvel. Cult hits such as Howard the Duck fell victim to the distribution problems, with some titles reporting low sales when in fact the first specialty comic book stores resold them at a later date.[citation needed[image: External link]] But by the end of the decade, Marvel's fortunes were reviving, thanks to the rise of direct market[image: External link] distribution—selling through those same comics-specialty stores instead of newsstands.

Marvel held its own comic book convention[image: External link], Marvelcon '75, in spring 1975, and promised a Marvelcon '76. At the 1975 event, Stan Lee used a Fantastic Four[image: External link] panel discussion to announce that Jack Kirby[image: External link], the artist co-creator of most of Marvel's signature characters, was returning to Marvel after having left in 1970 to work for rival DC Comics.[45] In October 1976, Marvel, which already licensed reprints in different countries, including the UK, created a superhero specifically for the British market. Captain Britain[image: External link] debuted exclusively in the UK, and later appeared in American comics.[46]

In 1978, Jim Shooter[image: External link] became Marvel's editor-in-chief. Although a controversial personality, Shooter cured many of the procedural ills at Marvel, including repeatedly missed deadlines. During Shooter's nine-year tenure as editor-in-chief, Chris Claremont[image: External link] and John Byrne[image: External link]'s run on the Uncanny X-Men[image: External link] and Frank Miller[image: External link]'s run on Daredevil[image: External link] became critical and commercial successes.[48] Shooter brought Marvel into the rapidly evolving direct market[image: External link],[49] institutionalized creator royalties, starting with the Epic Comics[image: External link] imprint for creator-owned[image: External link] material in 1982; introduced company-wide crossover story arcs with Contest of Champions[image: External link] and Secret Wars[image: External link]; and in 1986 launched the ultimately unsuccessful New Universe[image: External link] line to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Marvel Comics imprint. Star Comics[image: External link], a children-oriented line differing from the regular Marvel titles, was briefly successful during this period.

Despite Marvel's successes in the early 1980s, it lost ground to rival DC in the latter half of the decade as many former Marvel stars defected to the competitor. DC scored critical and sales victories[50] with titles and limited series[image: External link] such as Watchmen[image: External link], Batman: The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link], Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link], Byrne's revamp of Superman[image: External link], and Alan Moore[image: External link]'s Swamp Thing[image: External link].
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 Marvel Entertainment Group ownership




In 1986, Marvel's parent, Marvel Entertainment Group[image: External link] (MEG), was sold to New World Entertainment[image: External link], which within three years sold it to MacAndrews and Forbes[image: External link], owned by Revlon[image: External link] executive Ronald Perelman[image: External link] in 1989. In 1991 Perelman took MEG public. Following the rapid rise of this stock, Perelman issued a series of junk bonds[image: External link] that he used to acquire other entertainment companies, secured by MEG stock.[51]

Marvel earned a great deal of money with their 1980s children's comics imprint Star Comics[image: External link] and they earned a great deal more money and worldwide success during the comic book boom of the early 1990s, launching the successful 2099[image: External link] line of comics set in the future (Spider-Man 2099[image: External link], etc.) and the creatively daring though commercially unsuccessful Razorline[image: External link] imprint of superhero comics created by novelist and filmmaker Clive Barker[image: External link].[52][53] In 1990, Marvel began selling Marvel Universe Cards[image: External link] with trading card maker SkyBox International[image: External link]. These were collectible trading cards that featured the characters and events of the Marvel Universe. The 1990s saw the rise of variant covers[image: External link], cover enhancements, swimsuit issues[image: External link], and company-wide crossovers that affected the overall continuity of the fictional Marvel Universe[image: External link]

Marvel suffered a blow in early 1992, when seven of its most prized artists — Todd McFarlane[image: External link] (known for his work on Spider-Man[image: External link]), Jim Lee[image: External link] ( X-Men[image: External link]), Rob Liefeld[image: External link] ( X-Force[image: External link]), Marc Silvestri[image: External link] ( Wolverine[image: External link]), Erik Larsen[image: External link] (The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link]), Jim Valentino[image: External link] (Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link]), and Whilce Portacio[image: External link] — left to form Image Comics[image: External link][54] in a deal brokered by Malibu Comics[image: External link]' owner Scott Mitchell Rosenberg[image: External link].[55] Three years later Rosenberg sold Malibu to Marvel on November 3, 1994,[55][56][57][58][58][59][60] who acquired the then-leading standard for computer coloring of comic books (developed by Rosenberg) in the process,[61] but also integrating the Genesis Universe[image: External link] (Earth-1136) and the Ultraverse[image: External link] (Earth-93060) into Marvel's multiverse[image: External link].

In late 1994, Marvel acquired the comic book distributor Heroes World Distribution[image: External link] to use as its own exclusive distributor.[62] As the industry's other major publishers made exclusive distribution deals with other companies, the ripple effect resulted in the survival of only one other major distributor in North America, Diamond Comic Distributors Inc.[image: External link][63][64] Then, by the middle of the decade, the industry had slumped, and in December 1996 MEG filed for Chapter 11[image: External link] bankruptcy protection.[51] In early 1997, when Marvel's Heroes World endeavor failed, Diamond also forged an exclusive deal with Marvel[65]—giving the company its own section of its comics catalog Previews.[66]

In 1996, Marvel had some of its titles participate in "Heroes Reborn[image: External link]", a crossover that allowed Marvel to relaunch some of its flagship characters such as the Avengers[image: External link] and the Fantastic Four[image: External link], and outsource[image: External link] them to the studios of two of the former Marvel artists turned Image Comics founders, Jim Lee and Rob Liefeld. The relaunched titles, which saw the characters transported to a parallel universe with a history distinct from the mainstream Marvel Universe, were a solid success amidst a generally struggling industry,[67] but Marvel discontinued the experiment after a one-year run and returned the characters to the Marvel Universe proper.
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 Marvel Enterprises




In 1997, Toy Biz[image: External link] and MEG merged to end the bankruptcy, forming a new corporation, Marvel Enterprises[image: External link].[51] With his business partner Avi Arad[image: External link], publisher Bill Jemas[image: External link], and editor-in-chief Bob Harras[image: External link], Toy Biz co-owner Isaac Perlmutter[image: External link] helped stabilize the comics line.[68]

In 1998, the company launched the imprint Marvel Knights[image: External link], taking place just outside Marvel continuity with better production qualtity. The imprint was helmed by soon-to-become editor-in-chief Joe Quesada[image: External link]; it featured tough, gritty stories showcasing such characters as the Daredevil[image: External link],[69] Inhumans[image: External link] and Black Panther[image: External link].

With the new millennium, Marvel Comics emerged from bankruptcy and again began diversifying its offerings. In 2001, Marvel withdrew from the Comics Code Authority[image: External link] and established its own Marvel Rating System[image: External link] for comics. The first title from this era to not have the code was X-Force[image: External link] #119 (October 2001). Marvel also created new imprints, such as MAX[image: External link] (an explicit-content line) and Marvel Adventures[image: External link] (developed for child audiences). In addition, the company created an alternate universe[image: External link] imprint, Ultimate Marvel[image: External link], that allowed the company to reboot[image: External link] its major titles by revising and updating its characters to introduce to a new generation.

Some of its characters have been turned into successful film franchises, such as the Men in Black movie series, starting in 1997, Blade[image: External link] movie series, starting in 1998, X-Men[image: External link] movie series, starting in 2000, and the highest grossing series Spider-Man[image: External link], beginning in 2002.[70]

In a cross-promotion, the November 1, 2006, episode of the CBS soap opera The Guiding Light[image: External link], titled "She's a Marvel", featured the character Harley Davidson Cooper (played by Beth Ehlers[image: External link]) as a superheroine named the Guiding Light.[71] The character's story continued in an eight-page backup feature, "A New Light", that appeared in several Marvel titles published November 1 and 8.[72] Also that year, Marvel created a wiki[image: External link] on its Web site.[73]

In late 2007 the company launched Marvel Digital Comics Unlimited[image: External link], a digital archive of over 2,500 back issues available for viewing, for a monthly or annual subscription fee.[74]

In 2009 Marvel Comics closed its Open Submissions Policy, in which the company had accepted unsolicited samples from aspiring comic book artists, saying the time-consuming review process had produced no suitably professional work.[75] The same year, the company commemorated its 70th anniversary, dating to its inception as Timely Comics[image: External link], by issuing the one-shot Marvel Mystery Comics[image: External link] 70th Anniversary Special #1 and a variety of other special issues.[76][77]
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 Disney conglomerate unit (2009–present)




On August 31, 2009, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] announced a deal to acquire Marvel Comics' parent corporation, Marvel Entertainment, for $4 billion[78] or $4.2 billion,[79] with Marvel shareholders[image: External link] to receive $30 and 0.745 Disney shares for each share of Marvel they own.[78] As of 2008, Marvel and its major, longtime competitor DC Comics shared over 80% of the American comic-book market.[80] As of September 2010, Marvel switched its bookstores distribution company from Diamond Book Distributors[image: External link] to Hachette Distribution Services[image: External link].[81]

Marvel relaunched the CrossGen[image: External link] imprint, owned by Disney Publishing Worldwide[image: External link], in March 2011.[82] Marvel and Disney Publishing began jointly publishing Disney/Pixar Presents magazine that May.[83]

Marvel discontinued its Marvel Adventures[image: External link] imprint in March 2012,[84] and replaced them with a line of two titles connected to the Marvel Universe TV block[image: External link].[85] Also in March, Marvel announced its Marvel ReEvolution initiative that included Infinite Comics,[86] a line of digital comics[image: External link], Marvel AR, an application software[image: External link] that provides an augmented reality[image: External link] experience to readers and Marvel NOW![image: External link], a relaunch of most of the company's major titles with different creative teams.[87][88] Marvel NOW! also saw the debut of new flagship titles including Uncanny Avengers[image: External link] and All-New X-Men[image: External link].[89]

In April 2013, Marvel and other Disney conglomerate components began announcing joint projects. With ABC, a Once Upon a Time[image: External link] graphic novel was announced for publication in September.[90] With Disney, Marvel announced in October 2013 that in January 2014 it would release its first title under their joint "Disney Kingdoms" imprint "Seekers of the Weird", a five-issue miniseries.[79] On January 3, 2014, fellow Disney subsidiary Lucasfilm Limited, LLC[image: External link] announced that as of 2015, Star Wars comics[image: External link] would once again be published by Marvel.[91]

Following the events of the company-wide crossover "Secret Wars[image: External link]" in 2015, a relaunched Marvel universe began in September 2015, called the All-New, All-Different Marvel[image: External link].[92]
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	Michael Z. Hobson, executive vice president;[93] Marvel Comics Group vice-president (1986)[94]


	
Stan Lee[image: External link], executive vice president and publisher (1986)[94]


	Joseph Calamari, executive vice president (1986)[94]


	
Jim Shooter[image: External link], vice president and Editor-in-Chief (1986)[94]
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 Publishers





	Abraham Goodman, 1939[8] – ?

	
Martin Goodman[image: External link], ? – 1972[40]


	Charles "Chip" Goodman 1972[40]


	
Stan Lee[image: External link], 1972 – October 1996[40][41][93]


	
Shirrel Rhoades[image: External link], October 1996 – October 1998[93]


	Winston Fowlkes, February 1998 – November 1999[93]


	
Bill Jemas[image: External link], February 2000 – 2003[93]


	
Dan Buckley[image: External link], 2003–present[95]
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 Editors-in-chief




Marvel's chief editor originally held the title of "editor". This head editor's title later became "editor-in-chief". Joe Simon[image: External link] was the company's first true chief-editor, with publisher Martin Goodman[image: External link], who had served as titular editor only and outsourced editorial operations.

In 1994 Marvel briefly abolished the position of editor-in-chief, replacing Tom DeFalco[image: External link] with five group editors-in-chief. As Carl Potts described the 1990s editorial arrangement:


In the early '90s, Marvel had so many titles that there were three Executive Editors, each overseeing approximately 1/3 of the line. Bob Budiansky[image: External link] was the third Executive Editor [following the previously appointed Mark Gruenwald[image: External link] and Potts]. We all answered to Editor-in-Chief Tom DeFalco and Publisher Mike Hobson[image: External link]. All three Executive Editors decided not to add our names to the already crowded credits on the Marvel titles. Therefore it wasn't easy for readers to tell which titles were produced by which Executive Editor … In late '94, Marvel reorganized into a number of different publishing divisions, each with its own Editor-in-Chief.[96]



Marvel reinstated the overall editor-in-chief position in 1995 with Bob Harras[image: External link].




	

	Editor




	
Martin Goodman[image: External link] (1939–1940; titular only)[8]


	
Joe Simon[image: External link] (1939–1941)

	
Stan Lee[image: External link] (1941–1942)

	
Vincent Fago[image: External link] (acting editor during Lee's military service) (1942–1945)

	Stan Lee (1945–1972)

	
Roy Thomas[image: External link] (1972–1974)

	
Len Wein[image: External link] (1974–1975)

	
Marv Wolfman[image: External link] ( black-and-white[image: External link] magazines 1974–1975, entire line 1975–1976)

	
Gerry Conway[image: External link] (1976)

	
Archie Goodwin[image: External link] (1976–1978)




	

	Editor-in-chief




	
Jim Shooter[image: External link] (1978–1987)

	
Tom DeFalco[image: External link] (1987–1994)

	
No overall; separate group editors-in-chief (1994–1995)

	
Mark Gruenwald[image: External link], Universe ( Avengers[image: External link] & Cosmic)

	
Bob Harras[image: External link], Mutant[image: External link]


	
Bob Budiansky[image: External link], Spider-Man[image: External link]


	
Bobbie Chase[image: External link], Marvel Edge[image: External link]


	
Carl Potts[image: External link], Epic Comics[image: External link] & general entertainment[96]






	
Bob Harras[image: External link] (1995–2000)

	
Joe Quesada[image: External link] (2000–2011)

	
Axel Alonso[image: External link] (2011–present)











[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Executive Editor




Originally called associate editor when Marvel's chief editor just carried the title of editor, the title of the next highest editorial position became executive editor under the chief editor title of editor-in-chief. The title of associate editor later was revived under the editor-in-chief as an editorial position in charge of few titles under the direction of an editor and without an assistant editor.


	Associate Editor





	
Chris Claremont[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]?–1976

	Jim Shooter January 5, 1976 – January 2, 1978[97]







	Executive Editor





	
Tom DeFalco[image: External link] 1987

	
Mark Gruenwald[image: External link] 1987–1994, senior editor 1995–1996

	
Carl Potts[image: External link] Epic 1989–1994,[96] 1995–

	
Bob Budiansky[image: External link] early '90s – 1994[96]


	Bobbie Chase 1995–2001

	
Tom Brevoort[image: External link] 2007–present[98]


	Axel Alonso 2010 – January 2011[99]
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 Ownership





	
Martin Goodman[image: External link] (1939–1961–1968)




	Parent corporation




	
Magazine Management Co.[image: External link] (1968–1973)

	
Cadence Industries[image: External link] (1973–1986)

	
Marvel Entertainment Group[image: External link] (1986–1998)

	
Marvel Enterprises[image: External link]

	Marvel Enterprises, Inc. (1998–2005)

	
Marvel Entertainment, Inc[image: External link] (2005–2009)

	Marvel Entertainment, LLC (2009–present, a wholly owned subsidiary of The Walt Disney Company[image: External link])
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 Offices




Located in New York City, Marvel has had successive headquarters:


	in the McGraw-Hill Building[image: External link],[8][100] where it originated as Timely Comics[image: External link] in 1939

	in suite 1401 of the Empire State Building[image: External link][100]


	at 635 Madison Avenue[image: External link] (the actual location, though the comic books' indicia[image: External link] listed the parent publishing-company's address of 625 Madison Ave.)[100]


	575 Madison Avenue;[100]


	387 Park Avenue South[100]


	
10 East 40th Street[image: External link][100]


	417 Fifth Avenue[image: External link][100]


	a 60,000-square-foot (5,600 m2) space at 135 W. 50th Street[101][102]
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 Market share




In August 2016, Marvel held a 30.78% share of the comics market, compared to its competitor DC Comics' 39.27% share.[103] By comparison, the companies respectively held 33.50% and 30.33% shares in 2013, and 40.81% and 29.94% shares in 2008.[104]
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 Marvel characters in other media




Marvel characters and stories have been adapted to many other media. Some of these adaptations were produced by Marvel Comics and its sister company, Marvel Studios[image: External link], while others were produced by companies licensing Marvel material.
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 Games




In June 1993, Marvel issued its collectable caps for milk caps game[image: External link] under the Hero Caps brand.[105] In 2014, the Marvel Disk Wars: The Avengers[image: External link] Japanese TV series was launched together with a collectible game called Bachicombat, a game similar to the milk caps game, by Bandai[image: External link].[106]
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 Collectible card games




The RPG industry brought the development of the collectible card game[image: External link] (CCG) in the early 1990s which there were soon Marvel characters were featured in CCG of their own starting in 1995 with Fleer[image: External link]'s OverPower[image: External link] (1995–1999). Later collectible card game were:


	
Marvel Superstars[image: External link] (2010–?) Upper Deck Company[image: External link]


	
ReCharge Collectible Card Game[image: External link] (2001–? ) Marvel

	
Vs. System[image: External link] (2004–2009, 2014–) Upper Deck Company

	
X-Men Trading Card Game[image: External link] (2000–?) Wizards of the Coast[image: External link]
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 Role-playing




Main article: List of Marvel RPG supplements[image: External link]


TSR[image: External link] published the pen-and-paper role-playing game[image: External link] Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link] in 1984. TSR then released in 1998 the Marvel Super Heroes Adventure Game[image: External link] which used a different system, the card-based SAGA system, than their first game. In 2003 Marvel Publishing published its own role-playing game, the Marvel Universe Roleplaying Game[image: External link], that used a diceless stone pool system.[107] In August 2011 Margaret Weis Productions[image: External link] announced it was developing a tabletop role-playing game[image: External link] based on the Marvel universe, set for release in February 2012 using its house Cortex Plus RPG system.[108]
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 Video games




Main article: List of video games based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]


Video games based on Marvel characters go back to 1984 and the Atari game, Spider-Man[image: External link]. Since then several dozen video games have been released and all have been produced by outside licensees. In 2014, Disney Infinity 2.0: Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link] was released that brought Marvel characters to the existing Disney[image: External link] sandbox video game.
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 Films




Main article: List of films based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]


As of the start of September 2015, films based on Marvel's properties represent the highest-grossing U.S. franchise, having grossed over $7.7 billion [109] as part of a worldwide gross of over $18 billion.
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 Live shows





	
The Marvel Experience[image: External link] (2014–)

	
Marvel Universe Live![image: External link] (2014–) live arena show

	
Spider-Man Live![image: External link] (2002–2003)

	
Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark[image: External link] (2011–2014) a Broadway musical
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 Prose novels




Main articles: Marvel Books[image: External link] and Marvel Press[image: External link]


Marvel first licensed two prose novels to Bantam Books[image: External link], who printed The Avengers Battle the Earth Wrecker by Otto Binder[image: External link] (1967) and Captain America: The Great Gold Steal by Ted White[image: External link] (1968). Various publishers took up the licenses from 1978 to 2002. Also, with the various licensed films being released beginning in 1997, various publishers put out movie novelizations[image: External link].[110] In 2003, following publication of the prose young adult novel[image: External link] Mary Jane, starring Mary Jane Watson[image: External link] from the Spider-Man[image: External link] mythos, Marvel announced the formation of the publishing imprint Marvel Press[image: External link].[111] However, Marvel moved back to licensing with Pocket Books from 2005 to 2008.[110] With few books issued under the imprint, Marvel and Disney Books Group[image: External link] relaunched Marvel Press in 2011 with the Marvel Origin Storybooks line.[112]
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 Television programs




Main article: List of television series based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]


Many television series, both live-action and animated, have based their productions on Marvel Comics characters. These include multiple series for popular characters such as Spider-Man, Iron Man and the X-Men. Additionally, a handful of television movies, usually also pilots, based on Marvel Comics characters have been made.
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 Theme parks




Marvel has licensed[113] its characters for theme-parks and attractions, including at the Universal Orlando Resort[image: External link]'s Islands of Adventure[image: External link], in Orlando, Florida[image: External link], which includes rides based on their iconic characters and costumed performers.[114]

Walt Disney Parks and Resorts[image: External link] plans on creating original Marvel attractions at their theme parks,[115][116] with Hong Kong Disneyland[image: External link] becoming the first Disney theme park to feature a Marvel attraction[image: External link].[117][118] Due to the licensing agreement with Universal Studios, signed prior to Disney's purchase of Marvel, Walt Disney World and Tokyo Disney are barred from having Marvel characters in their parks.[119] However, this only includes characters Universal is currently using, other characters in their "families" (X-Men, Avengers, Fantastic Four, etc.), and the villains associated with said characters.[113] This clause has allowed Walt Disney World to have meet and greets, merchandise, attractions and more with other Marvel characters not associated with the characters at Islands of Adventures, such as Star-Lord[image: External link] and Gamora[image: External link] from Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link][120][121] as well as Baymax[image: External link] and Hiro[image: External link] from Big Hero 6[image: External link].[122]
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 Imprints





	Disney Kingdoms[79]


	Marvel Comics

	
Marvel Press[image: External link], joint imprint with Disney Books Group[image: External link]


	
Icon Comics[image: External link] (creator owned)

	Infinite Comics[image: External link]
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 Defunct






	Amalgam Comics[image: External link]

	CrossGen[image: External link]

	Curtis Magazines/Marvel Magazine Group

	Marvel Monsters Group





	
Epic Comics[image: External link] (creator owned) (1982–2004)

	
Malibu Comics[image: External link] (1994–1997)

	
Marvel 2099[image: External link] (1992–1998)

	Marvel Absurd[image: External link]

	Marvel Age/Adventures[image: External link]

	Marvel Books[image: External link]

	Marvel Edge[image: External link]

	Marvel Knights[image: External link]

	Marvel Illustrated[image: External link]

	Marvel Mangaverse[image: External link]

	Marvel Music[image: External link]

	Marvel Next[image: External link]

	Marvel Noir[image: External link]

	
Marvel UK[image: External link]

	Marvel Frontier





	MAX[image: External link]

	MC2[image: External link]

	New Universe[image: External link]

	
Paramount Comics[image: External link] (co-owned with Viacom[image: External link]'s Paramount Pictures[image: External link])

	Razorline[image: External link]

	Soleil[image: External link]

	Star Comics[image: External link]

	Tsunami[image: External link]

	Ultimate Comics[image: External link]
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 See also





	List of magazines released by Marvel Comics in the 1970s[image: External link]

	Panini Comics[image: External link]

	Soleil Productions[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Apocryphal legend has it that in 1961, either Jack Liebowitz[image: External link] or Irwin Donenfeld[image: External link] of DC Comics (then known as National Periodical Publications[image: External link]) bragged about DC's success with the Justice League (which had debuted in The Brave and the Bold #28 [February 1960] before going on to its own title) to publisher[image: External link] Martin Goodman[image: External link] (whose holdings included the nascent Marvel Comics) during a game of golf.



However, film producer and comics historian Michael Uslan[image: External link] partly debunked the story in a letter published in Alter Ego #43 (December 2004), pp. 43–44

Irwin said he never played golf with Goodman, so the story is untrue. I heard this story more than a couple of times while sitting in the lunchroom at DC's 909 Third Avenue and 75 Rockefeller Plaza office as Sol Harrison[image: External link] and [production chief] Jack Adler[image: External link] were schmoozing with some of us … who worked for DC during our college summers.... [T]he way I heard the story from Sol was that Goodman was playing with one of the heads of Independent News, not DC Comics (though DC owned Independent News). … As the distributor of DC Comics, this man certainly knew all the sales figures and was in the best position to tell this tidbit to Goodman. … Of course, Goodman would want to be playing golf with this fellow and be in his good graces. … Sol worked closely with Independent News' top management over the decades and would have gotten this story straight from the horse's mouth.



Goodman, a publishing trend-follower aware of the JLA's strong sales, confirmably directed his comics editor, Stan Lee[image: External link], to create a comic-book series about a team of superheroes. According to Lee in Origins of Marvel Comics (Simon and Schuster/Fireside Books[image: External link], 1974), p. 16: "Martin mentioned that he had noticed one of the titles published by National Comics seemed to be selling better than most. It was a book called The [ sic[image: External link]] Justice League of America and it was composed of a team of superheroes. … ' If the Justice League is selling ', spoke he, 'why don't we put out a comic book that features a team of superheroes?'"
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Captain America






For other uses, see Captain America (disambiguation)[image: External link].

This article is about Steve Rogers. For the subsequent versions of the character, see List of incarnations of Captain America[image: External link].

Captain America is a fictional character[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics. Created by cartoonists[image: External link] Joe Simon[image: External link] and Jack Kirby[image: External link], the character first appeared[image: External link] in Captain America Comics #1 (cover dated[image: External link] March 1941) from Timely Comics[image: External link], a predecessor of Marvel Comics. Captain America was designed as a patriotic[image: External link] supersoldier[image: External link] who often fought the Axis powers[image: External link] of World War II[image: External link] and was Timely Comics' most popular character during the wartime period. The popularity of superheroes waned following the war and the Captain America comic book was discontinued in 1950, with a short-lived revival in 1953. Since Marvel Comics revived the character in 1964, Captain America has remained in publication.

Captain America wears a costume that bears an American flag[image: External link] motif[image: External link], and is armed with a nearly indestructible shield[image: External link] that he throws at foes[image: External link]. The character is usually depicted as the alter ego[image: External link] of Steve Rogers, a frail young man enhanced to the peak of human perfection by an experimental serum to aid the United States[image: External link] government's efforts in World War II. Near the end of the war, he was trapped in ice and survived in suspended animation[image: External link] until he was revived in the present day. Although Captain America often struggles to maintain his ideals as a man out of his time with its modern realities, he remains a highly respected figure in his community which includes becoming the long-time leader of the Avengers[image: External link].

Captain America was the first Marvel Comics character to have appeared in media outside comics with the release of the 1944 movie serial[image: External link], Captain America[image: External link]. Since then, the character has been featured in other films and television series, more recently in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) portrayed by Chris Evans in Captain America: The First Avenger, The Avengers, Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Avengers: Age of Ultron, Captain America: Civil War, and the upcoming Avengers: Infinity War (2018) and its untitled sequel (2019).

Captain America is ranked sixth on IGN's "Top 100 Comic Book Heroes of All Time" in 2011,[1] second in their list of "The Top 50 Avengers" in 2012,[2] and second in their "Top 25 best Marvel superheroes" list in 2014.[3]
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 Publication history




Further information: List of Captain America titles[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Creation




In 1940, writer Joe Simon[image: External link] conceived the idea for Captain America and made a sketch of the character in costume.[4] "I wrote the name 'Super American' at the bottom of the page," Simon said in his autobiography, and then considered:


No, it didn't work. There were too many "Supers" around. "Captain America" had a good sound to it. There weren't a lot of captains in comics. It was as easy as that. The boy companion was simply named Bucky, after my friend Bucky Pierson, a star on our high school basketball team.[5]



Simon recalled in his autobiography that Timely Comics[image: External link] publisher Martin Goodman[image: External link] gave him the go-ahead and directed that a Captain America solo comic book series be published as soon as possible. Needing to fill a full comic with primarily one character's stories, Simon did not believe that his regular creative partner, artist Jack Kirby[image: External link], could handle the workload alone:


I didn't have a lot of objections to putting a crew on the first issue ... There were two young artists from Connecticut[image: External link] that had made a strong impression on me. Al Avison[image: External link] and Al Gabriele[image: External link] often worked together and were quite successful in adapting their individual styles to each other. Actually, their work was not too far from [that of] Kirby's. If they worked on it, and if one inker tied the three styles together, I believed the final product would emerge as quite uniform. The two Als were eager to join in on the new Captain America book, but Jack Kirby was visibly upset. "You're still number one, Jack," I assured him. "It's just a matter of a quick deadline for the first issue."

"I'll make the deadline," Jack promised. "I'll pencil it [all] myself and make the deadline." I hadn't expected this kind of reaction ... but I acceded to Kirby's wishes and, it turned out, was lucky that I did. There might have been two Als, but there was only one Jack Kirby ... I wrote the first Captain America book with penciled lettering right on the drawing boards, with very rough sketches for figures and backgrounds. Kirby did his thing, building the muscular anatomy, adding ideas and pepping up the action as only he could. Then he tightened up the penciled drawings, adding detailed backgrounds, faces and figures.[5]



Al Liederman would ink that first issue, which was lettered by Simon and Kirby's regular letterer, Howard Ferguson.[6]

Simon said Captain America was a consciously political creation; he and Kirby were morally repulsed by the actions of Nazi Germany[image: External link] in the years leading up to the United States' involvement in World War II[image: External link] and felt war was inevitable: "The opponents to the war were all quite well organized. We wanted to have our say too."[7]
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 Golden Age




Captain America Comics #1 — cover-dated[image: External link] March 1941[8] and on sale December 20, 1940,[9][10] a year before the attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link], but a full year into World War II — showed the protagonist punching Nazi leader Adolf Hitler[image: External link]; it sold nearly one million copies.[11] While most readers responded favorably to the comic, some took objection. Simon noted, "When the first issue came out we got a lot of ... threatening letters and hate mail. Some people really opposed what Cap stood for."[7] The threats, which included menacing groups of people loitering out on the street outside of the offices, proved so serious that police protection was posted with New York Mayor[image: External link] Fiorello La Guardia[image: External link] personally contacting Simon and Kirby to give his support.[12]

Though preceded as a "patriotically themed superhero" by MLJ[image: External link]'s The Shield[image: External link], Captain America immediately became the most prominent and enduring of that wave of superheroes introduced in American comic books prior to and during World War II,[13] as evidenced by the unusual move at the time of premiering the character in his own title instead of an anthology title first. This popularity drew the attention and a complaint from MLJ that the character's triangular shield too closely resembled the chest symbol of their Shield character. In response, Goodman had Simon and Kirby create a distinctive round shield for issue 2, which went on to become an iconic element of the character.[14] With his sidekick Bucky[image: External link], Captain America faced Nazis[image: External link], Japanese[image: External link], and other threats to wartime America and the Allies[image: External link]. Stanley Lieber, now better known as Stan Lee[image: External link], contributed to the character in issue #3 in the filler text story "Captain America Foils the Traitor's Revenge", which introduced the character's use of his shield as a returning throwing weapon.[15] Captain America soon became Timely's most popular character and even had a fan-club called the "Sentinels of Liberty".[7]

Circulation figures remained close to a million copies per month after the debut issue, which outstripped even the circulation of news magazines such as Time[image: External link] during the period.[13][16] After the Simon and Kirby team moved to DC Comics in late 1941, having produced Captain America Comics through issue #10 (January 1942), Al Avison[image: External link] and Syd Shores[image: External link] became regular pencillers[image: External link] of the celebrated title, with one generally inking[image: External link] over the other. The character was featured in All Winners Comics[image: External link] #1–19 (Summer 1941 – Fall 1946), Marvel Mystery Comics[image: External link] #80–84 and #86–92, USA Comics[image: External link] #6–17 (Dec. 1942 – Fall 1945), and All Select Comics[image: External link] #1–10 (Fall 1943 – Summer 1946).

In the post-war era, with the popularity of superheroes fading, Captain America led Timely's first superhero team, the All-Winners Squad[image: External link], in its two published adventures, in All Winners Comics[image: External link] #19 and #21 (Fall–Winter 1946; there was no issue #20). After Bucky was shot and wounded in a 1948 Captain America story, he was succeeded by Captain America's girlfriend, Betsy Ross, who became the superheroine Golden Girl[image: External link]. Captain America Comics ran until issue #73 (July 1949),[17] at which time the series was retitled Captain America's Weird Tales for two issues,[18] with the finale being a horror/suspense anthology issue with no superheroes.

Atlas Comics[image: External link] attempted to revive its superhero titles when it reintroduced Captain America, along with the original Human Torch and the Sub-Mariner, in Young Men #24 (Dec. 1953). Billed as "Captain America, Commie Smasher!" Captain America appeared during the next year in Young Men #24–28 and Men's Adventures #27–28, as well as in issues #76–78 of an eponymous title. Atlas' attempted superhero revival was a commercial failure,[19] and the character's title was canceled with Captain America #78 (Sept. 1954).
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 Silver and Bronze Age




In the Human Torch story titled "Captain America" in Marvel Comics' Strange Tales[image: External link] #114 (Nov. 1963),[20] writer-editor Stan Lee[image: External link] and artist and co-plotter Jack Kirby[image: External link] depicted the brash young Fantastic Four[image: External link] member Johnny Storm, the Human Torch, in an exhibition performance with Captain America, described as a legendary World War II and 1950s superhero who has returned after many years of apparent retirement. The 18-page story ends with this Captain America revealed as an impostor: it was actually the villain the Acrobat[image: External link], a former circus performer the Torch had defeated in Strange Tales #106, who broke two thieves out of jail, hoping to draw the police away while trying to rob the local bank. Afterward, Storm digs out an old comic book in which Captain America is shown to be Steve Rogers. A caption in the final panel says this story was a test to see if readers would like Captain America to return. According to Lee, fan response to the tryout was very enthusiastic.[21]

Captain America was then formally reintroduced in The Avengers[image: External link] #4 (March 1964),[22] which explained that in the final days of World War II, he had fallen from an experimental drone plane[image: External link] into the North Atlantic Ocean[image: External link] and spent decades frozen in a block of ice in a state of suspended animation[image: External link]. The hero found a new generation of readers as leader of that superhero team. Following the success of other Marvel characters introduced during the 1960s, Captain America was recast as a hero "haunted by past memories, and trying to adapt to 1960s society".[23]

After then guest-starring in the feature "Iron Man[image: External link]" in Tales of Suspense[image: External link] #58 (Oct. 1964), Captain America gained his own solo feature in that "split book", beginning the following issue.[24] Issue #63 (March 1965), which retold Captain America's origin, through issue #71 (Nov. 1965) was a period feature set during World War II and co-starred Captain America's Golden Age sidekick, Bucky. Kirby drew all but two of the stories in Tales of Suspense, which became Captain America[image: External link] with #100 (April 1968);[25] Gil Kane[image: External link] and John Romita Sr.[image: External link], each filled in once. Several stories were finished by penciller-inker George Tuska[image: External link] over Kirby layouts, with one finished by Romita Sr. and another by penciller Dick Ayers[image: External link] and inker John Tartaglione[image: External link]. Kirby's regular inkers on the series were Frank Giacoia[image: External link] (as "Frank Ray") and Joe Sinnott[image: External link], though Don Heck[image: External link] and Golden Age Captain America artist Syd Shores[image: External link] inked one story each.

This series — considered Captain America volume one by comics researchers and historians,[26] following the 1940s Captain America Comics and its 1950s numbering continuation of Tales of Suspense — ended with #454 (Aug. 1996).

This series was almost immediately followed by the 13-issue Captain America vol. 2 (Nov. 1996 – Nov. 1997, part of the "Heroes Reborn[image: External link]" crossover),[27] the 50-issue Captain America vol. 3 (Jan. 1998 – Feb. 2002),[28] the 32-issue Captain America vol. 4 (June 2002 – Dec. 2004),[29] and Captain America vol. 5 (Jan. 2005 – Aug. 2011).[30] Beginning with the 600th overall issue (Aug. 2009), Captain America resumed its original numbering, as if the series numbering had continued uninterrupted after #454.
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 Modern Age




As part of the aftermath of Marvel Comics' company-crossover storyline "Civil War[image: External link]", Steve Rogers was ostensibly killed in Captain America vol. 5, #25 (March 2007).

The storyline of Rogers' return began in issue #600.[31][32] Rogers, who was not dead but caroming through time, returned to the present day in the six-issue miniseries Captain America: Reborn[image: External link] (Sept. 2009 – March 2010).[33]

After Rogers' return, Barnes, at Rogers' insistence, continued as Captain America, beginning in the one-shot[image: External link] comic Captain America: Who Will Wield the Shield? (Feb. 2010). While Bucky Barnes continued adventuring in the pages of Captain America, Steve Rogers received his own miniseries (Steve Rogers: Super-Soldier) as well as taking on the leadership position in a new Secret Avengers ongoing series.

Spinoff series included Captain America Sentinel of Liberty (Sept. 1998 – Aug. 1999) and Captain America and the Falcon[image: External link] (May 2004 – June 2005). The 1940s Captain America appeared alongside the 1940s Human Torch[image: External link] and Sub-Mariner[image: External link] in the 12-issue miniseries[image: External link] Avengers/Invaders.[34][35] The 2007 mini-series[image: External link] Captain America: The Chosen, written by David Morrell[image: External link] and penciled by Mitchell Breitweiser, depicts a dying Steve Rogers' final minutes, at S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link] headquarters, as his spirit guides James Newman, a young American Marine fighting in Afghanistan[image: External link]. The Chosen is not part of the main Marvel Universe continuity.[36][37]

During the "Two Americas" storyline that ran in issues #602-605, the series drew controversy for the similarity between protesters depicted in the comic and the Tea Party movement[image: External link]. Particularly drawing scorn was a panel of a protester holding sign that read "Tea Bag the Libs Before They Tea Bag You!"[38] Also drawing controversy were remarks made by the Falcon implying that the crowd is racist.[39] In his column on Comic Book Resources[image: External link], Marvel Comics Editor-in-Chief Joe Quesada[image: External link] apologized for the sign, claiming that it was mistake added by the letterer at the last minute.[40]

The character, first as agent Steve Rogers and later after resuming his identity as Captain America, appeared as a regular character throughout the 2010–2013 Avengers series, from issue #1 (July 2010) through its final issue #34 (January 2013). The character appeared as agent Steve Rogers as a regular character in the 2010–2013 Secret Avengers series, from issue #1 (July 2010) through issue #21 (March 2012); the character made guest appearances as Captain America in issues #21.1, #22–23, #35, and the final issue of the series #37 (March 2013).

Marvel stated in May 2011 that Rogers, following the public death of Bucky Barnes in the Fear Itself[image: External link] miniseries, would resume his Captain America identity in a sixth volume of Captain America, by writer Ed Brubaker[image: External link] and artist Steve McNiven[image: External link].[41][42] The Captain America title continued from issue #620 featuring team up stories with Bucky (#620-#628),[43] Hawkeye (#629-#632),[44] Iron Man (#633–635),[45] Namor (#635.1),[46] and Black Widow (#636-#640),[47] and the title ended its print run with issue #640.

Captain America is a regular character in Uncanny Avengers[image: External link] (2012), beginning with issue #1 as part of Marvel NOW![image: External link]. Captain America vol. 7 was launched in November 2012 with a January 2013 cover date by writer Rick Remender[image: External link] and artist John Romita Jr.[image: External link].[48]

On July 16, 2014 Marvel Comics announced that the mantle of Captain America would be passed on by Rogers (who in the most recent storyline has been turned into a 90-year-old man) to his long-time ally The Falcon[image: External link], with the series being relaunched as All-New Captain America.[49]

Marvel announced that Rogers will become Captain America once again in the comic series Captain America: Steve Rogers.[50] This new series follows the events of “Avengers: Standoff![image: External link],” in which Captain America is restored to his youthful state following an encounter with the sentient Cosmic Cube, Kobik, and his past is drastically rewritten under the instructions of the Red Skull. Afterward, Captain America plots to set himself and Hydra in a position where they can conquer America in Marvel’s upcoming event “Secret Empire[image: External link].”[51]
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 Legal status




In 1966 Joe Simon sued the owners of Marvel Comics, asserting that he – not Marvel – was legally entitled to renew the copyright[image: External link] upon the expiration of the original 28-year term. The two parties settled out of court, with Simon agreeing to a statement that the character had been created under terms of employment by the publisher, and therefore it was work for hire[image: External link] owned by them.[52]

In 1999, Simon filed to claim the copyright to Captain America under a provision of the Copyright Act of 1976[image: External link] which allowed the original creators of works that had been sold to corporations to reclaim them after the original 56-year copyright term (but not the longer term enacted by the new legislation) had expired. Marvel Entertainment challenged the claim, arguing that the settlement of Simon's 1966 suit made the character ineligible for termination of the copyright transfer. Simon and Marvel settled out of court in 2003, in a deal that paid Simon royalties for merchandising and licensing use of the character.[52][53]
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 Fictional character biography
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 20th century
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 1940s




Steven Rogers was born in the Lower East Side[image: External link] of Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], in 1925 to poor Irish[image: External link] immigrants, Sarah and Joseph Rogers.[54] Joseph died when Steve was a child, and Sarah died of pneumonia while Steve was a teen. By early 1940, before America's entry into World War II[image: External link], Rogers is a tall, scrawny fine arts[image: External link] student specializing in illustration and a comic book writer and artist.

Disturbed by the rise of the Third Reich[image: External link], Rogers attempts to enlist but is rejected due to his frail body. His resolution attracts the notice of U.S. Army General Chester Phillips[image: External link] and "Project: Rebirth". Rogers is used as a test subject for the Super-Soldier[image: External link] project, receiving a special serum made by "Dr. Josef Reinstein",[55][56] later retroactively changed[image: External link] to a code name for the scientist Abraham Erskine[image: External link].[57]

The serum is a success and transforms Steve Rogers into a nearly perfect human being with peak strength, agility, stamina, and intelligence. The success of the program leaves Erskine wondering about replicating the experiment on other human beings.[56] The process itself has been inconsistently detailed: While in the original material Rogers is shown receiving injections of the Super-Serum, when the origin was retold in the 1960s, the Comic Code Authority[image: External link] had already put a veto over graphic description of drug intake and abuse, and thus the Super-Serum was retconned into an oral formula.[58] Later accounts hint at a combination of oral and intravenous treatments with a strenuous training regimen, culminating in the Vita-Ray exposure.

Erskine refused to write down every crucial element of the treatment, leaving behind a flawed, imperfect knowledge of the steps. Thus, when the Nazi spy[image: External link] Heinz Kruger[image: External link] killed him, Erskine's method of creating new Super-Soldiers died. Captain America, in his first act after his transformation, avenges Erskine. In the 1941 origin story and in Tales of Suspense #63, Kruger dies when running into machinery but is not killed by Rogers; in the Captain America #109 and #255 revisions, Rogers causes the spy's death by punching him into machinery.[56]

Unable to create new Super-Soldiers and willing to hide the Project Rebirth fiasco, the American government casts Rogers as a patriotic superhero, able to counter the menace of the Red Skull[image: External link] as a counter-intelligence[image: External link] agent. He is supplied with a patriotic uniform of his own design,[54] a bulletproof shield, a personal side arm[image: External link], and the codename Captain America, while posing as a clumsy infantry[image: External link] private at Camp Lehigh in Virginia. He forms a friendship with the camp's teenage mascot[image: External link], James Buchanan "Bucky" Barnes.[55]

Barnes learns of Rogers' dual identity[image: External link] and offers to keep the secret if he can become Captain America's sidekick[image: External link]. During their adventures, Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] presents Captain America with a new shield[image: External link], forged from an alloy of steel[image: External link] and vibranium[image: External link], fused by an unknown catalyst, so effective that it replaces his own firearm.[57] Throughout World War II, Captain America and Bucky fight the Nazi menace both on their own and as members of the superhero team the Invaders[image: External link] as seen in the 1970s comic of the same name.[59] Captain America fights in numerous battles in World War II, primarily as a member of 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry Regiment[image: External link] "Blue Spaders".[60] Captain America battles a number of criminal menaces on American soil, including a wide variety of costumed villains: the Wax Man,[61] the Hangman,[62] the Fang,[63] the Black Talon,[64] and the White Death,[65] among others.

In addition to Bucky, Captain America was occasionally assisted by the Sentinels of Liberty[image: External link].[66] Sentinels of Liberty was the title given to members of the Captain America Comics fan club who Captain America sometimes addressed as an aside, or as characters in the Captain America Comics stories.

In late April 1945, during the closing days of World War II, Captain America and Bucky try to stop the villainous Baron Zemo[image: External link] from destroying an experimental drone plane. Zemo launches the plane with an armed explosive on it with Rogers and Barnes in hot pursuit. The pair reaches the plane just before take off. When Bucky tries to defuse the bomb, it explodes in mid-air. Rogers is hurled into the freezing waters of the North Atlantic. Both are presumed dead, though it is later revealed that neither one died.[67]
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 Late 1940s to 1950s




Captain America appeared in comics for the next few years, changing from World War II-era hero fighting the Nazis to confronting the United States' newest enemy, Communism[image: External link]. The revival of the character in the mid-1950s was short-lived, and events during that time period are later retconned[image: External link] to show that multiple people operated using the code name to explain the changes in the character. These post World War II successors are listed as William Naslund[image: External link] and Jeffrey Mace[image: External link].

The last of these other official Captains, William Burnside,[68] was a history graduate enamored with the Captain America mythos, having his appearance surgically altered to resemble Rogers and legally changing his name to "Steve Rogers", becoming the new "1950s Captain America".[69] He self-administered to himself and his pupil James "Jack" Monroe[image: External link] a flawed, incomplete copy of the Super-Serum, which made no mention about the necessary Vita-Ray portion of the treatment. As a result, while Burnside and Monroe became the new Captain America and Bucky, they became violently paranoid, often raving about innocent people being communist sympathizers during the height of the Red Scare[image: External link] of the 1950s. Their insanity forced the U.S. government to place them in indefinite cryogenic storage until they could be cured of their mental illness.[70] Monroe would later be cured and assume the Nomad identity.[71]
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 1960s to 1970s




Years later, the superhero team the Avengers[image: External link] discovers Steve Rogers' body in the North Atlantic. After he revives, they piece together that Rogers has been preserved in a block of ice since 1945, surviving because of his enhancements from Project: Rebirth. The block began to melt after the Sub-Mariner[image: External link], enraged that an Inuit[image: External link] tribe is worshipping the frozen figure, throws it into the ocean.[67] Rogers accepts membership in the Avengers, and his experience in individual combat service and his time with the Invaders makes him a valuable asset. He quickly assumes leadership[72] and has typically returned to that position throughout the team's history.

Captain America is plagued by guilt for having been unable to prevent Bucky's death. Although he takes the young Rick Jones[image: External link] (who closely resembles Bucky) under his tutelage, he refuses for some time to allow Jones to take up the Bucky identity, not wishing to be responsible for another youth's death. Insisting that his hero move on from that loss, Jones convinces Rogers to let him don the Bucky costume,[73] but this partnership lasts only a short time; a disguised Red Skull[image: External link], impersonating Rogers with the help of the Cosmic Cube[image: External link], drives Jones away.

Rogers reunites with his old war comrade Nick Fury[image: External link], who is similarly well-preserved due to the "Infinity Formula". As a result, Rogers regularly undertakes missions for the security agency S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link], for which Fury is public director.[74] Through Fury, Rogers befriends Sharon Carter[image: External link], a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent,[75] with whom he eventually begins a romantic relationship.

Rogers later meets and trains Sam Wilson, who becomes the superhero the Falcon[image: External link],[76] the first African-American[image: External link] superhero in mainstream comic books.[77][78] The characters established an enduring friendship and adventuring partnership, sharing the series title for some time as Captain America and the Falcon.[79] The two later encounter the revived but still insane 1950s Captain America[image: External link].[69][70][80][81][82] Although Rogers and the Falcon defeat the faux Rogers and Jack Monroe, Rogers becomes deeply disturbed that he could have suffered his counterpart's fate. During this period, Rogers temporarily gains super strength.[83]

The series dealt with the Marvel Universe[image: External link]'s version of the Watergate scandal[image: External link],[84][85][86] making Rogers so uncertain about his role that he abandons his Captain America identity in favor of one called Nomad[image: External link],[87] emphasizing the word's meaning as "man without a country". During this time, several men unsuccessfully assume the Captain America identity.[88] Rogers eventually re-assumes it after coming to consider that the identity could be a symbol of American ideals and not its government; it's a personal conviction epitomized when he later confronted a corrupt Army officer attempting to manipulate him by appealing to his loyalty, "I'm loyal to nothing, General ... except the [American] Dream." Jack Monroe, cured of his mental instability, later takes up the Nomad alias.[89] Sharon Carter is believed to have been killed while under the mind control of Dr. Faustus[image: External link].[90]
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 1980s to 1990s




The 1980s included a run by writer Roger Stern[image: External link] and artist John Byrne[image: External link]. Stern had Rogers consider a run for President of the United States in Captain America #250 (June 1980),[91] an idea originally developed by Roger McKenzie[image: External link] and Don Perlin[image: External link]. Stern, in his capacity as editor of the title, originally rejected the idea but later changed his mind about the concept.[92][93] McKenzie and Perlin received credit for the idea on the letters page at Stern's insistence.[94] Stern additionally introduced a new love interest, law student Bernie Rosenthal[image: External link], in Captain America #248 (Aug. 1980).[95]

Writer J. M. DeMatteis[image: External link] revealed the true face and full origin of the Red Skull[image: External link] in Captain America #298–300, and had Captain America take on Jack Monroe, Nomad, as a partner for a time.[89] Around this time, the heroes gathered by the Beyonder[image: External link] elect Rogers as leader during their stay on Battleworld in the 1984 miniseries Secret Wars[image: External link]. Homophobia[image: External link] is dealt with as Rogers runs into a childhood friend named Arnold Roth[image: External link] who is gay.[96][97]

Mark Gruenwald[image: External link] became the writer of the series with issue #307 (July 1985) and wrote 137 issues for 10 consecutive years from until #443 (Sept. 1995),[98] the most issues by any single author in the character's history. Gruenwald created several new foes, including Crossbones and the Serpent Society. Other Gruenwald characters included Diamondback[image: External link],[99] Super Patriot[image: External link],[100] and Demolition Man[image: External link].[101] Gruenwald explored numerous political and social themes as well, such as extreme idealism when Captain America fights the anti-nationalist terrorist Flag-Smasher[image: External link];[102] and vigilantism[image: External link] when he hunts the murderous Scourge of the Underworld[image: External link].[103]

Rogers receives a large back-pay reimbursement dating back to his disappearance at the end of World War II, and a government commission[image: External link] orders him to work directly for the U.S. government. Already troubled by the corruption he had encountered with the Nuke[image: External link] incident in New York City[image: External link],[104] Rogers chooses instead to resign his identity,[105][106] and then takes the alias of "the Captain".[107] A replacement Captain America, John Walker, struggles to emulate Rogers' ideals until pressure from hidden enemies helps to drive Walker insane. Rogers returns to the Captain America identity[108] while a recovered Walker becomes the U.S. Agent[image: External link].[109]

Sometime afterward, Rogers avoids the explosion of a methamphetamine[image: External link] lab, but the drug triggers a chemical reaction in the Super-Soldier serum in his system. To combat the reaction, Rogers has the serum removed from his body and trains constantly to maintain his physical condition.[110] A retcon[image: External link] later establishes that the serum was not a drug per se, which would have metabolized out of his system, but in fact a virus-like organism that effected a biochemical and genetic change. This additionally explained how nemesis the Red Skull[image: External link], who at the time inhabited a body cloned[image: External link] from Rogers' cells, has the formula in his body.

Because of his altered biochemistry, Rogers' body begins to deteriorate, and for a time he must wear a powered exoskeleton[image: External link] and is eventually placed again in suspended animation. During this time, he is given a transfusion of blood from the Red Skull[image: External link], which cures his condition and stabilizes the Super-Soldier virus in his system. Captain America returns to crime fighting and the Avengers.[111][112]

Following Gruenwald's departure from the series, Mark Waid took over and resurrected Sharon Carter as Cap's love interest. The title was then relaunched under Rob Liefeld as Cap became part of the Heroes Reborn[image: External link] universe for 13 issues[113] before another relaunch restored Waid to the title[114] in an arc that saw Cap lose his shield for a time using an energy based shield as a temporary replacement. Following Waid's run, Dan Jurgens took over and introduced new foe Protocide[image: External link], a failed recipient of the Super Soldier serum prior to the experiment that successfully created Rogers. Some time after this, Rogers' original shield was retrieved, but subtle damage sustained during the battle with the Beyonder resulted in it being shattered and a 'vibranium cancer' being triggered that would destroy all vibranium in the world, with Rogers nearly being forced to destroy the shield before a confrontation with the villain Klaw[image: External link] saw Klaw's attacks unwittingly repair the shield's fractured molecular bonds and negate the cancer.[115]
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 21st century
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In the aftermath of the September 11 terrorist attacks[image: External link], Rogers reveals his identity to the world and establishes a residence in the Red Hook[image: External link] neighborhood of Brooklyn[image: External link], New York[image: External link], as seen in Captain America vol. 4, #1–7 (June 2002 – Feb. 2003).[116] Following the disbandment of the Avengers in the "Avengers Disassembled[image: External link]" story arc, Rogers, now employed by S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link], discovers Bucky is alive, having been saved and deployed by the Soviets[image: External link] as the Winter Soldier[image: External link]. Rogers resumes his on-again, off-again relationship with S.H.I.E.L.D. agent Sharon Carter[image: External link]. After a mass supervillain break-out of the Raft[image: External link], Rogers and Tony Stark assemble a new team of Avengers[image: External link] to hunt the escapees.

In the 2006–2007 company-wide story arc "Civil War[image: External link]", Rogers opposes the new mandatory federal registration of super-powered beings[image: External link], and leads the underground anti-registration movement. After significant rancor and danger to the public as the two sides clash, Captain America voluntarily surrenders and orders the Anti-Registration forces to stand down, feeling that the fight has reached a point where the principle originally cited by the anti-registration forces has been lost.[117]

In the story arc "The Death of Captain America[image: External link]", Rogers is fatally shot by Sharon Carter, whose actions are manipulated by the villain Dr. Faustus[image: External link].[118][119] The miniseries Fallen Son: The Death of Captain America[image: External link] #1–5 (June–Aug. 2007) examines the reaction of the stunned superhero community to Rogers' assassination, with each of the five issues focusing a different character's reaction. Bucky takes on the mantle of Captain America, per Rogers' antemortem[image: External link] request.[120][121]

Captain America: Reborn[image: External link] #1 (Aug. 2009) reveals that Rogers did not die, as the gun Sharon Carter had been hypnotized into firing at Rogers caused his consciousness to phase in and out of space and time, appearing at various points in his lifetime. Although Rogers manages to relay a message to the future by giving a time-delayed command to the Vision[image: External link] during the Kree-Skrull War[image: External link], the Skull returns Rogers to the present, where he takes control of Rogers' mind and body. Rogers eventually regains control, and, with help from his allies, defeats the Skull.[122] In the subsequent one-shot[image: External link] comic Captain America: Who Will Wield the Shield?, Rogers formally grants Bucky his Captain America shield and asks him to continue as Captain America. The President of the United States grants Rogers a full pardon[image: External link] for his anti-registration actions.
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Following his seeming return from the dead, Rogers is an important figure in the 2010 " Siege[image: External link]" and "Heroic Age[image: External link]" storylines.[123]

Rogers is appointed head of the nation's security by the President,[124] replacing Norman Osborn[image: External link] as the tenth Executive Director of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link]. The Superhuman Registration Act[image: External link] is repealed and Rogers re-establishes the superhero team the Avengers[image: External link].[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] In the miniseries[image: External link] Steve Rogers: Super Soldier, he encounters Jacob Erskine, the grandson of Professor Abraham Erskine and the son of Tyler Paxton, one of Rogers' fellow volunteers in the Super-Soldier program.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Rogers subsequently becomes leader of the Secret Avengers[image: External link], a black-ops[image: External link] superhero team.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Steve Rogers and Thor are the main characters emphasized in the 2011 "Fear Itself[image: External link]" storyline, in which the Earth is threatened by a global panic caused by Thor's uncle Cul, an Asgardian[image: External link] fear deity known the Serpent[image: External link].[125][126][127] During the storyline, after Bucky is apparently killed by the villainous Skadi, Rogers returns to using his old Captain America uniform.[128] During their confrontation, the Serpent breaks Captain America's shield with his bare hands.[129] In their final battle, Captain America uses Thor's hammer to fight Skadi until Thor manages to kill the Serpent. In the aftermath of the battle, Iron Man presents Rogers with his restored shield, now stronger for enhancements it received when it was reforged in Asgard.[130] It is then revealed that Captain America, Nick Fury, and Black Widow are the only ones who know that Bucky actually survived, and resumes his identity as Winter Soldier.[131]

In the 2012 "Avengers vs. X-Men[image: External link]" story arc, Captain America attempts to apprehend Hope Summers[image: External link] of the X-Men[image: External link], who is the targeted vessel for the Phoenix Force[image: External link], a destructive cosmic entity. Captain America believes that this Phoenix Force is too dangerous to entrust in one person and seeks to prevent Hope from having it, which brings the Avengers into direct conflict with the X-Men.[132][133][134][135] By the storyline's end Captain America assembles the Avengers Unity Squad[image: External link], which is composed of both Avengers and X-Men, in order to encourage unity among mutants and non-mutants.[136]

In a 2014 storyline in which he battles the Iron Nail, the Super-Soldier Serum within Rogers's body is neutralized, causing him to age rapidly to match his chronological age of 90+ years.[137] No longer able to take part in field missions but retaining his sharp mind, Rogers becomes a mission coordinator, and appoints Sam Wilson to replace him as Captain America.[138]

As part of Marvel's 2015 All-New, All-Different Marvel[image: External link] branding, Steve Rogers becomes the new Chief of Civilian Oversight for S.H.I.E.L.D.[139]

During the 2016 "Avengers: Standoff![image: External link]" storyline, Rogers' youth is restored by the cosmic-powered entity known as Kobik[image: External link].[140] He joins with his fellow heroes to defeat Zemo.[141]

Captain America is a central figure in the 2016–2017 "Civil War II[image: External link]" storyline, in which Ulysses Cain[image: External link], an Inhuman[image: External link] with precognitive powers[image: External link], experiences a vision that is interpreted by the superhero community to mean that Miles Morales[image: External link] would kill Steve Rogers,[142] though this scenario does not come to pass.[143][144][145][146]

Captain America: Steve Rogers #1 (July 2016) reveals that Rogers has been a Hydra[image: External link] double-agent since his boyhood,[147][148][149] an inadvertent side effect of Kobik's restoration of Rogers' youth.[150][151] It is also revealed that Rogers' abusive parents, Joseph and Sarah, were murdered by Hydra.[152][153]

In the 2017 "Secret Empire[image: External link]" storyline, Rogers, as the head of S.H.I.E.L.D, uses a subsequent alien invasion and a mass supervillain assault in order to neutralize the superheroes that might oppose him,[154] and seeks the Cosmic Cube to bring about a reality in which Hydra won World War II.[155] When Rick smuggles information about the Cube's rewriting of Rogers' reality to the remaining free Avengers, a disheveled, bearded man in a torn World War II army uniform appears who introduces himself as Steve Rogers.[156]
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 Abilities




Captain America has no superhuman powers, but through the Super-Soldier Serum and "Vita-Ray" treatment, he is transformed and his strength, endurance, agility, speed, reflexes, durability, and healing are at the zenith of natural human potential. Rogers' body regularly replenishes the super-soldier serum; it does not wear off.[110]

Although he lacks superhuman strength, Captain America is one of the few mortal beings who has been deemed worthy enough to wield Thor's hammer Mjolnir[image: External link].[157]
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 Tactician and field commander




Rogers' battle experience and training make him an expert tactician[image: External link] and an excellent field commander, with his teammates frequently deferring to his orders in battle. Thor has stated that Rogers is one of the very few humans he will take orders from and follow "through the gates of Hades".[158] Rogers' reflexes and senses are extraordinarily keen. He has blended judo[image: External link], western boxing[image: External link], kickboxing[image: External link], and gymnastics into his own unique fighting style and is a master of multiple martial arts. Years of practice with his near-indestructible shield make him able to aim and throw it with almost unerring accuracy. His skill with his shield is such that he can attack multiple targets in succession with a single throw or even cause a boomerang[image: External link]-like return from a throw to attack an enemy from behind. In canon, he is regarded by other skilled fighters as one of the best hand-to-hand combatants[image: External link] in the Marvel Universe, limited only by his human physique.[159][160] Although the super-soldier serum is an important part of his strength, Rogers has shown himself still sufficiently capable against stronger opponents, even when the serum has been deactivated reverting him to his pre-Captain America physique.[161]

Rogers has vast U.S. military[image: External link] knowledge and is often shown to be familiar with ongoing, classified Defense Department operations. He is an expert in combat strategy, survival, acrobatics, parkour[image: External link], military strategy, piloting, and demolitions. Despite his high profile as one of the world's most popular and recognizable superheroes, Rogers has a broad understanding of the espionage community, largely through his ongoing relationship with S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link] He is a talented artist, and has worked on the Captain America comic book published in the Marvel universe. Other career fields include commercial arts, teaching high school history, and law enforcement.
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 Super-Soldier Serum




The formula enhances all of his metabolic functions and prevents the build-up of fatigue poisons[image: External link] in his muscles, giving him endurance far in excess of an ordinary human being. This accounts for many of his extraordinary feats, including bench pressing 1200 pounds (545 kg) and running a mile (1.6 km) in 73 seconds (49 mph/78 kph).[162] Furthermore, his enhancements are the reason why he was able to survive being frozen in suspended animation for decades. He is highly resistant to hypnosis or gases that could limit his focus.[163] The secrets of creating a super-soldier were lost with the death of its creator, Dr. Abraham Erskine[image: External link].[58] In the ensuing decades there have been numerous attempts to recreate Erskine's treatment, only to have them end in failure. Even worse, the attempts have instead often created psychopathic supervillains of which Captain America's 1950s imitator[image: External link] and Nuke[image: External link] are the most notorious examples.
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 Weapons and equipment




Further information: Captain America's shield[image: External link]


Captain America has used multiple shields throughout his history, the most prevalent of which is a nigh-indestructible disc-shaped shield made from an experimental alloy[image: External link] of steel and the fictional vibranium[image: External link].[164][165] The shield was cast by American metallurgist Dr. Myron MacLain[image: External link], who was contracted by the U.S. government, from orders of President[image: External link] Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link], to create an impenetrable substance to use for tanks during World War II.[164] This alloy was created by accident and never duplicated, although efforts to reverse-engineer it resulted in the discovery of adamantium[image: External link].[166]

Captain America often uses his shield as an offensive throwing weapon. The first instance of Captain America's trademark ricocheting shield-toss occurs in Stan Lee[image: External link]'s first comics writing, the two-page text story "Captain America Foils the Traitor's Revenge" in Captain America Comics #3 (May 1941).[15] The legacy of the shield among other comics characters includes the time-traveling mutant superhero Cable[image: External link] telling Captain America that his shield still exists in one of the possible futures; Cable carries it into battle and brandishes it as a symbol.[167]

When without his trademark shield, Captain America sometimes uses other shields made from less durable metals such as steel,[168] or even a photonic energy shield designed to mimic a vibranium matrix.[169] Rogers, having relinquished his regular shield to Barnes, carried a variant of the energy shield which can be used with either arm, and used to either block attacks or as an improvised offensive weapon able to cut through metal with relative ease.[170] Much like his Vibranium shield, the energy shield can be thrown, including ricocheting off multiple surfaces and returning to his hand.[171]

Captain America's uniform is made of a fire-retardant material, and he wears a lightweight, bulletproof duralumin[image: External link] scale armor[image: External link] beneath his uniform for added protection.[57] Originally, Rogers' mask was a separate piece of material, but an early engagement had it dislodged, thus almost exposing his identity. To prevent a recurrence of the situation, Rogers modified the mask with connecting material to his uniform, an added benefit of which was extending his armor to cover his previously exposed neck. As a member of the Avengers, Rogers has an Avengers priority card, which serves as a communications device.

Captain America has used a custom specialized motorcycle, modified by the S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link] weapons laboratory, as well as a custom-built battle van, constructed by the Wakanda[image: External link] Design Group with the ability to change its color for disguise purposes (red, white and blue), and fitted to store and conceal the custom motorcycle in its rear section with a frame that allows Rogers to launch from the vehicle riding it.
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 Antagonists




Main article: List of Captain America enemies[image: External link]


Captain America has faced numerous foes in over 70 years of published adventures. Many of his recurring foes embody ideologies contrary to the American values that Captain America is shown to strive for and believes in. Some examples of these opposing values are Nazism (Red Skull[image: External link], Baron Zemo[image: External link]), Neo-Nazism[image: External link] ( Crossbones[image: External link], Doctor Faustus[image: External link]), technocratic fascism ( AIM[image: External link], Arnim Zola[image: External link]), Communism (Aleksander Lukin[image: External link]), anarchism (Flag Smasher[image: External link]) and international and domestic terrorism ( Hydra[image: External link]).
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 Other versions




Main article: Alternative versions of Captain America[image: External link]
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 In other media




Main article: Captain America in other media[image: External link]
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Marvel Cinematic Universe






The Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) is an American media franchise[image: External link] and shared universe[image: External link] that is centered on a series[image: External link] of superhero films[image: External link], independently produced by Marvel Studios[image: External link] and based on characters that appear in publications by Marvel Comics. The franchise has expanded to include comic books, short films, television series, and digital series. The shared universe, much like the original Marvel Universe[image: External link] in comic books, was established by crossing over[image: External link] common plot elements, settings, cast, and characters. Phil Coulson[image: External link], portrayed by Clark Gregg[image: External link], is an original character to the MCU and the only character to appear across all the different media of the MCU.

The first film released in the MCU was Iron Man[image: External link] (2008), which began the first phase of films culminating in the crossover film Marvel's The Avengers (2012). Phase Two began with Iron Man 3[image: External link] (2013), and concluded with Ant-Man (2015). The films are currently in Phase Three, which began with the release of Captain America: Civil War (2016). Marvel Television[image: External link] expanded the universe further, first to network television with Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link] on ABC in the 2013–14 television season[image: External link], followed by online streaming[image: External link] with Marvel's Daredevil[image: External link] on Netflix[image: External link] in 2015[image: External link], and then to cable television[image: External link] with Marvel's Cloak & Dagger[image: External link], which is scheduled to air in 2018[image: External link] on Freeform[image: External link]. Marvel Television has also produced the digital series Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot[image: External link], which is a supplement to Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. Soundtrack albums[image: External link] have been released for all of the films, along with many of television series, as well as the release of compilation albums[image: External link] containing existing music heard in the films. The MCU also includes tie-in comics[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics, while Marvel Studios has also produced a series of direct-to-video short films[image: External link] and a viral marketing[image: External link] campaign for its films and the universe with the faux news program WHIH Newsfront[image: External link].

The franchise has been commercially successful as a multimedia shared universe, though some critics have found that some of its films and television series have suffered in service of the wider universe. It has inspired other film and television studios with comic book character adaptation rights to attempt to create similar shared universes. The MCU has also been the focus of other media, outside of the shared universe, including attractions at the Disneyland Resort[image: External link] and Discovery Times Square[image: External link], two television specials, guidebooks for each film, a Lego video game[image: External link], and a commercial with Coca-Cola[image: External link].





TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Development





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Films




By 2005, Marvel Entertainment[image: External link] began planning to independently produce its own films and distribute them through Paramount Pictures[image: External link].[2] Previously, Marvel had co-produced[image: External link] several superhero films[image: External link] with Columbia Pictures[image: External link], New Line Cinema[image: External link] and others, including a seven-year development deal with 20th Century Fox[image: External link].[3] Marvel made relatively little profit from its licensing deals with other studios and wanted to get more money out of its films while maintaining artistic control of the projects and distribution.[4] Avi Arad[image: External link], head of Marvel's film division, was pleased with Sam Raimi's Spider-Man films[image: External link] at Sony, but was less pleased about others. As a result, they decided to form Marvel Studios[image: External link], Hollywood's first major independent[image: External link] movie studio since DreamWorks[image: External link].[5]

Arad's second-in-command,[5] Kevin Feige[image: External link], realized that unlike Spider-Man[image: External link] and the X-Men[image: External link], whose film rights were licensed to Sony and Fox, respectively, Marvel still owned the rights to the core members of the Avengers[image: External link]. Feige, a self-professed "fanboy", envisioned creating a shared universe just as creators Stan Lee[image: External link] and Jack Kirby[image: External link] had done with their comic books in the early 1960s.[6] To raise capital, the studio secured funding from a seven-year, $525 million revolving credit facility with Merrill Lynch[image: External link].[4] Marvel's plan was to release individual films for their main characters and then merge them together in a crossover[image: External link] film.[7] Arad, who doubted the strategy yet insisted that it was his reputation that helped secure the initial financing, resigned the following year.[5][8]

In 2007, at 33 years old, Feige was named studio chief. In order to preserve its artistic integrity, Marvel Studios formed a six-person creative committee with people familiar with its comic book lore that included Feige, Marvel Studios co-president Louis D'Esposito, Marvel Comics' president of publishing Dan Buckley[image: External link], Marvel's chief creative officer Joe Quesada[image: External link], writer Brian Michael Bendis[image: External link], and Marvel Entertainment president Alan Fine[image: External link], who oversaw the committee.[5] Feige initially referred to the shared narrative continuity of these films as the "Marvel Cinema Universe",[9] but later used the term "Marvel Cinematic Universe".[10] Marvel has designated the Marvel Cinematic Universe as Earth-199999 within the continuity[image: External link] of the company's multiverse[image: External link], a collection of fictional alternate universes.[11]

In November 2013, Feige said that "in an ideal world" releases each year would include one film based on an existing character and one featuring a new character, saying it's "a nice rhythm" in that format. While not always the case, as evident by the 2013 releases of Iron Man 3[image: External link] and Thor: The Dark World, he said it is "certainly something to aim for."[12] Feige expanded on this in July 2014, saying, "I don't know that we'll keep to [that model] every year", but we're doing that in 2014 and 2015, "so I think it would be fun to continue that sort of thing."[13] In February 2014, Feige stated that Marvel Studios wants to mimic the "rhythm" that the comic books have developed, by having the characters appear in their own films, and then come together, much like "a big event[image: External link] or crossover[image: External link] series,"[14] with Avengers films acting as "big, giant linchpins."[15] After the reveal of multiple release dates for films through 2019 in July 2014,[16] Feige stated, "I think if you look at some of those dates that we've announced, we're going to three in a few of those years. Again, not because there's a number cruncher telling us to go to three, do more than two pictures a year, but because of the very reason just laid out: It is about managing [existing] franchises, film to film, and when we have a team ready to go, why tell them to go away for four years just because we don't have a slot? We'd rather find a way to keep that going."[17] After the titles were revealed in October 2014,[18] Feige said, "the studio's firing on all cylinders right now ... which made us comfortable for the first time ... to increase to three films a year [in 2017 and 2018] instead of just two, without changing our methods."[19]

On expanding the characters in the universe and letting individual films breathe and work on their own, as opposed to having Avenger team-ups outside of Avengers films, Feige stated, it's about "teaching the general movie going audience about the notion of the characters existing separately, coming together for specific events and going away and existing separately in their own worlds again. Just like comic readers have been doing for decades and decades ... People sort of are accepting that there's just a time when they should be together and there's a time when they’re not."[20] In April 2014, Feige revealed that Edgar Wright's pitch for Ant-Man in 2006 helped shape the early films of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, saying, "We changed, frankly, some of the MCU to accommodate this version of Ant-Man[image: External link]. Knowing what we wanted to do with Edgar and with Ant-Man, going years and years back, helped to dictate what we did with the roster for Avengers the first time. It was a bit of both in terms of his idea for the Ant-Man story influencing the birth of the MCU in the early films leading up to Avengers."[21]

In October 2014, Marvel held a press event to announce the titles of their Phase Three films.[18] The event, which drew comparisons to Apple[image: External link]'s Worldwide Developers Conference[image: External link],[22] was done because all the information was ready. As Feige explained, "We wanted to do this at [San Diego] Comic-Con[image: External link] this year. Things were not set ... So the plan has been, since a few weeks before Comic-Con when we realized we weren’t going to be able to do everything we wanted to do, is to decide 'let's do either something we haven’t done in a long time, or something we've never done.' Which is a singular event, just to announce what we have when it's ready. I thought that might be early August, or mid-September, it ended up being [at the end of October]."[19]

In September 2015, after Marvel Studios was integrated into The Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] with Feige reporting to Walt Disney Studios chairman Alan Horn[image: External link] instead of Marvel Entertainment CEO Isaac Perlmutter[image: External link],[23] it was reported that the studios' creative committee would have "nominal" input on the films moving forward, though would continue to consult on Marvel Television[image: External link] productions, which remained under Perlmutter's control.[24][25] All key film decisions going forward will be made by Feige, D'Esposito and Victoria Alonso.[24] At the end of the month, on how much story is developed for future films of the universe, Feige said there are "broad strokes" though sometime "super-specific things. But for the most part, in broad strokes that are broad enough and loose enough that, if through the development of four of five movies before we get to the culmination ... we still have room to sway and to move and to go and to surprise ourselves in places that we end up. So that all the movies, hopefully when they're finished, will feel like they're all interconnected and meant to be and planned far ahead, but really can live and breathe enough as individual movies to be satisfying each and of themselves." The studio also has various contingency plans for the direction of all of their films, in the event they are unable to secure a certain actor to reprise a role, or re-acquire the film rights to a character, such as was done in February 2015 with Spider-Man[image: External link].[26]

In April 2016, on moving the universe to Phase Four and reflecting on the first three, Feige said, "I think there will be a finality to moments of Phase Three, as well as new beginnings that will mark a different, a very different, a distinctively different chapter in what will someday be a complete first saga made up of three phases." Joe Russo added, "You build things up and people enjoy the experiences you've built up. But then you kind of reach an apex or you reach a climax, a moment where you go, ‘This structure is really going to start to be repetitious if we do this again, so what do we do now?’ So now, you deconstruct it. We’re in the deconstruction phase with [Captain America:] Civil War and leading into [Avengers:] Infinity War, which are the culmination films."[27] A year later, Feige felt after the conclusion of Phase Three, Marvel might abandon grouping the films by phases, saying, "it might be a new thing."[28]

On the potential for "superhero fatigue", Feige stated, "This year [2016], we’ve got Civil War and we’ve got Doctor Strange[image: External link] in November, two completely different movies. To me, and to all of Marvel Studios, that's what keeps it going. As long as we’re surprising people, as long as we’re not falling into things becoming too similar ... next year, [Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2[image: External link]], [Spider-Man: Homecoming], Thor: Ragnarok[image: External link]. Those are three totally different movies ... as long as the only shared thing is they come from the same source material and they’ve got our Marvel logo in front of the movies. Other than that they can be very distinct. What other studios do, what other properties, nothing we can do about it."[29]
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Over time, the distribution rights[image: External link] to Marvel Studios' films changed hands on multiple occasions. In November 2006, Universal Pictures[image: External link] announced that it would distribute The Incredible Hulk[image: External link],[30] in an arrangement separate from Marvel's 2005 deal with Paramount, which was distributing Marvel's other films.[2] In September 2008, after the international success of Iron Man[image: External link], Paramount signed a deal to have worldwide distribution rights for Iron Man 2[image: External link], Iron Man 3, Thor, Captain America: The First Avenger, and The Avengers.[31]

In late December 2009, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] purchased Marvel Entertainment for $4 billion. In October 2010, Walt Disney Studios bought the distribution rights for Marvel's The Avengers and Iron Man 3 from Paramount Pictures,[32] with Paramount's logo remaining on the films, as well as for promotional material and merchandise,[33][34] although Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link] is the only studio credited at the end of these films.[35] Disney has distributed all subsequent Marvel Studios films.[36] In July 2013, Disney purchased the distribution rights to Iron Man, Iron Man 2, Thor and Captain America: The First Avenger from Paramount.[37] The Incredible Hulk was not part of the deal, due to an agreement between Marvel and Universal, where Marvel owns the film rights and Universal owns the distribution rights, for this film as well as the right of first refusal[image: External link] to distribute future Hulk[image: External link] films.[38] According to The Hollywood Reporter, a potential reason why Marvel has not bought the film distribution rights to the Hulk as they did with Paramount for the Iron Man, Thor, and Captain America films is because Universal holds the theme park[image: External link] rights to several Marvel characters that Disney wants for its own theme parks[image: External link].[39]

In February 2015, Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link] and Marvel Studios announced a licensing deal that would allow Spider-Man to appear in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, with the character first appearing in Captain America: Civil War.[40][41] Marvel Studios also explored opportunities to integrate other characters of the Marvel Cinematic Universe into future Spider-Man films financed, distributed, and controlled by Sony Pictures,[40] with Robert Downey, Jr.[image: External link] the first confirmed to reprise his role as Tony Stark / Iron Man[image: External link] in Spider-Man: Homecoming.[42] In June 2015, Feige clarified that the initial Sony deal does not apply to the MCU television series[image: External link], as it was "very specific ... with a certain amount of back and forth allowed."[43]
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In June 2010, Marvel Television[image: External link] was launched with Jeph Loeb[image: External link] as head.[44] By July 2012, the division had entered into discussions with ABC to create a show set in the MCU,[45] and in August, ABC ordered a pilot[image: External link] for a show called S.H.I.E.L.D., with The Avengers writer/director Joss Whedon[image: External link] involved;[46] it was later renamed Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link][47] In January 2014, the series Marvel's Agent Carter was announced, joining Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. at ABC,[48] while a put pilot[image: External link] order for the half-hour live-action comedy series, Marvel's Damage Control, was revealed in October 2015.[49] While talking about Marvel potentially making comedy series, Loeb said in January 2016 that Marvel always feels humor should be a part of anything they produce, despite possibly fitting more within a darker genre, as Daredevil and Jessica Jones do, while also staying "grounded and real". He added, "There are moments of levity that are in life that you need to bring to the table, or else it just becomes overwhelmingly oppressive ... If you're going to [explore comic book elements], it's always a good idea to make sure that the audience is aware that, yeah, it's funny [too]."[50]

In May 2016, after ABC had canceled Marvel's Agent Carter and passed on Marvel's Most Wanted[image: External link], ABC Entertainment[image: External link] president Channing Dungey[image: External link] said that Marvel and ABC were working together, looking "at series that would be beneficial to both brands" moving forward.[51] In November 2016, Marvel and IMAX Corporation[image: External link] announced Marvel's Inhumans[image: External link], based on the species of the same name[image: External link], after a planned film based on the characters had been removed from Marvel Studios' slate.[52][53][54] The first two episodes of the series were set to premiere in IMAX[image: External link] theaters in September 2017 for two weeks, before airing on ABC with the remainder of the series.[52] Ben Sherwood[image: External link], president of Disney–ABC Television Group[image: External link], said, "We’ve worked very carefully with our friends at Marvel Studios—and this is a critical point—to make sure that calendar-wise and content-wise we are only enhancing" the MCU; the theatrical debut of the series was timed to not interfere with the release of any Marvel Studios films—the theatrical run of the series will take place between the releases of Spider-Man: Homecoming and Thor: Ragnarok.[55][56] The deal was initially suggested to Marvel by IMAX after they had held a successful IMAX event with Game of Thrones[image: External link] in 2015. Sherwood described it as "a quadruple win—a win for IMAX, a win for Marvel, a win for ABC Studios and a win for ABC to launch a show in an innovative way and get attention" in an increasingly crowded market. Sherwood hoped that this would be the first of "several innovative ways to launch [television] programming."[56]
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By October 2013, Marvel was preparing four drama series and a miniseries, totaling 60 episodes, to present to video on demand[image: External link] services and cable providers, with Netflix[image: External link], Amazon[image: External link], and WGN America[image: External link] expressing interest.[57] In November 2013, it was announced that Disney would provide Netflix with live-action series based on Daredevil[image: External link], Jessica Jones[image: External link], Iron Fist[image: External link], and Luke Cage[image: External link], leading up to a miniseries based on the Defenders[image: External link].[58] Disney CEO Bob Iger[image: External link] stated that Netflix was chosen to air the shows, "when Disney realized it could use the streaming service as a way to grow the popularity of the characters". He added that, if the characters prove popular, they could become feature films.[59] Loeb later stated that Marvel was not "interested in making four pilots and then hoping someday that they could all get together. Netflix really understood what it is we wanted to do. They’re very open to directors that might not have that same opportunity in broadcast television. The notion of having all 13 episodes at one time, particularly in serialized storytelling, is very appealing."[60] Loeb also added that the four characters chosen "all had a previous existing relationship and all grew up on the same kind of stoop in New York [in the comics]. So it lent itself to a world. Does that mean these shows are going to be the same? No. They can't be. The characters have different issues, different problems, different feelings about them ... the example that I continually give is that I cannot think of two films that are more different in tone than The Winter Soldier and Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link]. And yet, if you watch them back to back, they feel very Marvel. They feel very much like, 'Oh, it is still the same universe that I'm in.'"[61]

Quesada confirmed in April 2014 that the Netflix series would be set within the MCU[62] Loeb explained that "Within the Marvel universe there are thousands of heroes of all shapes and sizes, but the Avengers[image: External link] are here to save the universe and Daredevil is here to save the neighborhood ... It does take place in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. It's all connected. But that doesn't necessarily mean that we would look up in the sky and see [Iron Man]. It's just a different part of New York that we have not yet seen in the Marvel movies."[63] In January 2015, Netflix COO Ted Sarandos[image: External link] said Netflix planned to release a Marvel series approximately a year apart from each other after Daredevil's April 2015 release.[64] A year later, Sarandos noted that the release schedules of the Marvel Netflix series are dependent on the "long production times and long post times. In some cases, when we have characters crossover, it makes it more difficult to manage production. It's not the goal to put out more than one or two [each] year ... The complex one is really The Defenders. The Defenders' production schedule will determine a lot of the season 2 and 3 output of those shows." He also noted on potential spin-offs that "all the characters in the universe could also spin out" into their own series at some point,[65] with Netflix ordering Marvel's The Punisher[image: External link], a spin-off from Daredevil, that April.[66] Sarandos later stated that Netflix was trying to close the gap between releases of Marvel seasons, but would always prioritize the quality of the series over higher numbers of releases per year. He also said that Netflix was open to exploring the MCU beyond the Defenders series, including potential crossovers with ABC's Marvel series.[67]
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In April 2016, the ABC-owned cable[image: External link] network Freeform[image: External link] announced Marvel's Cloak & Dagger[image: External link], based on the characters of the same name[image: External link], with a straight-to-series order for 2018.[68][69] The network confirmed that the series would be "its first venture into the Marvel Cinematic Universe", and described the show as a "superhero love story", a premise that Variety called "a seamless fit for Freeform" given the network's target audience of "Becomers" (the 14-34 age demographic).[68][70]
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Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. executive producer Jeffrey Bell[image: External link] revealed at the show's 2014 PaleyFest panel that the producers and writers are able to read the screenplays for upcoming MCU films to know where the universe is heading.[72] He noted that since the films have to be "big" and move "quickly through a lot of huge pieces", it is beneficial for the films to have the television series fill in any "gaps" for them.[73] His fellow executive producer Jed Whedon[image: External link] explained that each Marvel project is intended to standalone first before there is any interweaving, and noted that the series has to work with the film division and be aware of their plans so as not to interfere when introducing someone or something to the universe.[74] Bell elaborated that this was preferable so that people who do not watch the films can still follow the series, and vice versa.[73] Joss Whedon noted that this process "unfortunately just means the TV show gets, you know, leftovers." He stated that, for example, the series' creative team initially wanted to use Loki[image: External link]'s scepter from The Avengers but were unable due to Whedon's plans for it in Avengers: Age of Ultron.[75]

In April 2014, Quesada stated that, beyond connecting to themselves, the Netflix series would connect with the films and other television series.[62] In October 2014, Feige said the opportunity "certainly" exists for characters in the Netflix series to appear in Avengers: Infinity War.[19] In March 2015, Loeb spoke on the ability for the Netflix series to crossover with the films and the ABC series, saying, "As it is now, in the same way that our films started out as self-contained and then by the time we got to The Avengers, it became more practical for Captain America to do a little crossover into Thor 2 and for Bruce Banner to appear at the end of Iron Man 3. We have to earn that. The audience needs to understand who all of these characters are and what the world is before you then start co-mingling".[76] In September 2015, Feige elaborated on the films referencing the television series, saying "I think that's inevitable at some point ... The schedules do not always quite match up to make that possible. It's easier for [the shows]. They're more nimble and faster and produce things quicker than we do, which is one of the main reasons you see the repercussions of Winter Soldier or [Avengers: Age of Ultron] in the show ... by the time we start doing a movie, they'd be mid-way through a season. By the time our movie comes out, they'd be [starting the next season]. So finding the timing on that is not always easy.[26]

Loeb talked further on the subject in July 2016, reiterating the issue of scheduling by saying "if I’m shooting a television series and that's going to go on over a six-month or eight-month period, how am I going to get [a television series actor] to be able to go be in a movie?" He noted that this would not be as much of an issue if characters were making very minor cameo appearances, but explained that Marvel was not interested in cameos and easter eggs just for the sake of fan service, which could detract from the story being told; "As I often get reported by you folks for saying #ItsAllConnected, our feeling is that the connection isn’t just whether or not somebody is walking into a movie or walking out of a television show. It's connected in the way that the shows come from the same place, that they are real, that they are grounded."[77]

In January 2017, Vincent D'Onofrio[image: External link], who portrays Wilson Fisk[image: External link] in Daredevil, said he "would love to switch over to the movies, but I think it's pretty much been said it's not going to happen. Or at least not for a very, very long time." D'Onofrio cited Feige's previous reasoning as well as the fact that the films already had difficulty "bringing big characters in that they have to service in the writing" and adding characters from the television series would be "just too many characters" since the films were "trying to figure out already how to individualize more and at the same time keep The Avengers going."[78] In March 2017, Anthony Mackie[image: External link], who portrays Sam Wilson / Falcon[image: External link] in the films, felt a crossover between the films and television series "wouldn't work at all" given they are "different universes, different worlds, different companies, different designs" and that "Kevin Feige is very specific about how he wants the Marvel Universe to be seen in the film world."[79] The following May, Feige noted that a character appearing in a television series would not necessarily exclude them from appearing in a film, adding that "at some point, there’s going to be a crossover. Crossover, repetition, or something."[80]
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 Other media




In 2008, the first official tie-in comic was released.[81] Quesada outlined his plan to expand the MCU into comic books, saying, "The MCU [comics] are going to be stories set within movie continuity. [They are] not necessarily direct adaptations of the movies, but maybe something that happened off screen and was mentioned in the movie ... Kevin Feige is involved with these and in some cases maybe the writers of the movies would be involved [as well.]"[82] Marvel Comics worked with Brad Winderbaum, Jeremy Latcham, and Will Corona Pilgrim at Marvel Studios to decide which concepts should be carried over from the Marvel Comics Universe to the Marvel Cinematic Universe, what to show in the tie-in comics, and what to leave for the films.[83] Marvel has clarified which of the tie-in comics are considered official canonical MCU stories, with the rest merely inspired by the MCU, "where we get to show off all the characters from the film in costume and in comic form."[84]

In August 2011, Marvel announced a series of direct-to-video[image: External link] short films[image: External link] called Marvel One-Shots[image: External link],[85] the name derived from the label used by Marvel Comics for their one-shot comics[image: External link].[86] Co-producer Brad Winderbaum said "It's a fun way to experiment with new characters and ideas, but more importantly it's a way for us to expand the Marvel Cinematic Universe and tell stories that live outside the plot of our features."[85] Each short film is designed to be a self-contained story that provides more backstory for characters or events introduced in the films.[87] In July 2012, D'Esposito stated that Marvel was considering the idea of introducing established characters who may not yet be ready to carry their own feature films in future One-Shots, stating, "There's always a potential to introduce a character. We have 8,000 of them, and they can’t all be at the same level. So maybe there are some that are not so popular, and we introduce them [with a short] – and they take off. I could see that happening."[88]

In March 2015, Marvel's Vice President of Animation Development and Production, Cort Lane, stated that animated tie-ins to the MCU were "in the works".[89] That July, Marvel Studios partnered with Google[image: External link] to produce the faux news program WHIH Newsfront with Christine Everhart[image: External link], a series of in-universe YouTube[image: External link] videos serving as the center of a viral marketing[image: External link] campaign to promote the films and universe.[90] In December 2016, a six-part web series, Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot[image: External link], was revealed, which debuted on ABC.com on December 13, 2016. It follows Elena "Yo-Yo" Rodriguez[image: External link] on a secret mission, shortly before the start of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.'s fourth season[image: External link], with Natalia Cordova-Buckley[image: External link] reprising her role.[91]
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 Business practices




Marvel Studios developed specific business practices to create its shared universe, including choosing filmmakers that were considered "out-of-left-field", given their previous work. Feige remarked, "You don't have to have directed a big, giant visual-effects movie to do a big, giant visual-effects movie for us. You just have to have done something singularly sort of awesome,"[92] adding "It's worked out well for us when we've taken people [such as Jon Favreau[image: External link], Joss Whedon[image: External link], Kenneth Branagh[image: External link], and the Russo brothers[image: External link],] that have done very, very good things. Very rarely are one of those good things a big giant blockbuster superhero movie."[93] When hiring directors, the studio usually has "a kernel of an idea of what we want", which is presented to potential directors over the course of several meetings to discuss and further expand. "And if over the course of three or four or five meetings they make it way better than what we initially were spewing to them, they usually get the job", according to Feige.[26] Later expanding on this process, Feige explained that before talking to any directors on a film, Marvel Studios often puts together a "lookbook" of influences from the comics and art by Marvel's visual development department, to create a visual template for the film. These are put together at company retreats, which the studio holds every "18 months or so" to plan out and develop the phases of the MCU. These lookbooks are not always shown to directors, though, with Marvel sometimes preferring to let the director offer their own ideas first.[94]

Scott Derrickson[image: External link] did not see a lookbook for Doctor Strange, instead putting together his own presentation, with concept art and storyboards by himself and professionals he hired, to sell himself and his vision of the film to Marvel. In contrast, Marvel shared several different ideas for what Thor: Ragnarok could be with prospective filmmakers, who then went away and developed what they thought the film should be from that. Taika Waititi[image: External link] created a sizzle reel using clips from other films to present his vision based on Marvel's ideas, a practice that Marvel discourages as they "oftentimes can be really terrible". However, Marvel thought Waititi's was "amazing". Derrickson and Waititi were both eventually hired for the films.[94] For Captain America: The Winter Soldier, Joe and Anthony Russo met with the studio four times over two months before they were hired, during which they "kept getting more and more specific about what our vision was", putting together "reference videos, storyboards, script pages, you name it. We did like a 30-page book that had everything that we’d do with the character, from the theme of the movie to the tone of the film to the fighting style to what we liked about the character and what we didn’t like". This meant that by the time they were hired they had already "figured the movie out".[95]

When the studio hired Kenneth Branagh and Joe Johnston to direct Thor[image: External link] and Captain America: The First Avenger, respectively, it made sure both directors were open to the idea of a shared universe and including Avengers set-up scenes in their films.[6] Joe Russo stated, "That's the exciting component of [incorporating references to the larger universe]. 'What can we set up for the future?' You're constantly pitching out ideas that not only affect your movie, but may have a ripple effect that affects other films ... It's a weird sort of tapestry of writers and directors working together to create this universe that's sort of organic."[20] Anthony added, "The great thing about the Marvel [Cinematic Universe], just like the publishing [arm], it's a very vast, inter-connected universe, where characters will have their rise and fall, so to speak, and hand off to other characters. As the cinematic universe moves forward, you may start to see the cinematic universe adopt that same pattern, as the publishing has, where there's closure with some characters and new beginnings with other characters."[96] He added that, for directors to "fit" in at Marvel, they must understand how to "take a larger story and wrangle it into a moment", yet keep it connected.[20]

On allowing directors and writers to work within Marvel's shared universe concept, Joe Russo said that Feige has "big pieces that he knows he wants to build towards, but the way that you get there is open to interpretation and improv a little bit." For the Russos in The Winter Soldier, they had to deal with the idea of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link] being infiltrated by Hydra[image: External link], with Joe saying, "how we get there is all up to us. And I think why Marvel has been so successful is because it's been such a clear plan, that everything is interconnected and they’re building emotional capital with each movie that you can then trade off of in the next film."[97] Joe later elaborated that once each film's creative team "come up with conceptually what we want to do" for a film, then we will ask questions about whether this would interfere with a storyline in another movie. Or, what's going on in that film, can we pull some of that into this film? That's where you start looking for the interconnectedness, but it's very important early on that the concept be created in a bubble because you have to protect the idea, it has to be driven by storytelling. Kevin's ... always in the mindset of "let's just make this movie now and worry about the next movie when it comes."[95]

Marvel Studios also began contracting their actors for multiple films, including signing actor Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link] to a then "unprecedented" nine-movie contract.[99] In July 2014, Feige said that the studio has all actors sign contracts for multiples films, with the norm being for 3 or more, and the 9 or 12 film deals "more rare".[100] Actor's contracts also feature clauses that allows Marvel to use up to three minutes of an actor's performance from one film for another, which Marvel describes as "bridging material".[25] At Marvel Television, actors such as Charlie Cox[image: External link] (Matt Murdock / Daredevil[image: External link] in Daredevil) and Adrianne Palicki[image: External link] (Bobbi Morse / Mockingbird[image: External link] in Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.) are contractually obliged to appear in a Marvel film if asked.[101][102] In May 2015, after starring as Claire Temple[image: External link] in the first season of Daredevil, Rosario Dawson[image: External link] signed with Marvel to return for the second season of the series as part of an "exclusive TV deal" that also allows her to appear in any other Marvel Netflix series, including Jessica Jones and Luke Cage.[103] Dawson explained that she signs on with Marvel for a year at a time, for a certain amount of episodes, and finds out which series the episodes are for closer to the time of filming.[104]

In August 2012, Marvel signed Joss Whedon to an exclusive contract through June 2015 for film and television. With the deal, Whedon would "contribute creatively" on Phase Two of the MCU and develop the first television series set in the universe.[105] In March 2013, Whedon expanded on his consulting responsibilities, saying, "I understand what Kevin [Feige] is going for and where he's heading, and I read the scripts and watch cuts and talk to the directors and writers and give my opinion. Occasionally there could be some writing. But I’m not trying to get in anybody's soup, I’m just trying to be helpful."[106] Whedon later elaborated that "Since the story has already been approved and everybody knows what we're doing with Avengers 2, we can really lay it out. It's not like anyone's saying "well I don't know, what if I need that?" It's like "doing this is troublesome for us, whereas doing this will actually help us." ... You want to honor the events of the last movie but you don't want to be beholden to them, because some people will see Avengers[: Age of Ultron] who did not see any of the movies in between or even Avengers 1." He also found working in television and script doctoring[image: External link] to be "great training ground[s] for dealing with this ... because you're given a bunch of pieces and told to make them fit—even if they don't."[107]

For the Russo brothers and writers Christopher Markus and Stephen McFeely[image: External link] working on Avengers: Infinity War and Phase Three, they saw "a through line from Winter Soldier, through Civil War, right to Infinity War", with films like Doctor Strange and Thor: Ragnarok laying groundwork for the "culmination" in Infinity War. Subsequently, they talked "to the directors and writers of the other Phase 3 movies on an almost weekly basis, to make sure everything lines up right."[108] Similarly, when developing the crossover miniseries The Defenders, showrunner Marco Ramirez consulted with the creators of all the individual Marvel Netflix series, having them read each of the scripts for The Defenders and provide insight into the individual character's world.[109] In April 2017, along with his announcement that he was returning to write and direct Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3[image: External link], James Gunn[image: External link] revealed he would be working with Marvel "to help design where these stories go, and make sure the future of the Marvel Cosmic Universe is as special and authentic and magical as what we have created so far."[110]
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 Feature films




Main article: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe films[image: External link]




	Film
	U.S. release date
	Director(s)
	Screenwriter(s)
	Producer(s)
	Status



	Phase One: Avengers Assembled[111]



	Iron Man[image: External link]
	May 2, 2008
	Jon Favreau[image: External link][112]
	Mark Fergus & Hawk Ostby[image: External link] and Art Marcum & Matt Holloway[image: External link][112][113]
	Avi Arad[image: External link] and Kevin Feige[image: External link]
	Released



	The Incredible Hulk[image: External link]
	June 13, 2008
	Louis Leterrier[image: External link][114]
	Zak Penn[image: External link][115]
	Avi Arad, Gale Anne Hurd[image: External link]

and Kevin Feige



	Iron Man 2[image: External link]
	May 7, 2010
	Jon Favreau[116]
	Justin Theroux[image: External link][117]
	Kevin Feige



	Thor[image: External link]
	May 6, 2011
	Kenneth Branagh[image: External link][118]
	Ashley Edward Miller[image: External link] & Zack Stentz[image: External link] and Don Payne[image: External link][119]



	Captain America: The First Avenger
	July 22, 2011
	Joe Johnston[image: External link][120]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[image: External link][121]



	Marvel's The Avengers
	May 4, 2012
	Joss Whedon[image: External link][122]



	Phase Two[19][123]



	Iron Man 3[image: External link]
	May 3, 2013
	Shane Black[image: External link][124]
	Drew Pearce[image: External link] and Shane Black[124][125]
	Kevin Feige
	Released



	Thor: The Dark World
	November 8, 2013
	Alan Taylor[image: External link][126]
	Christopher Yost[image: External link] and Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[127]



	Captain America: The Winter Soldier
	April 4, 2014
	Anthony and Joe Russo[image: External link][128]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[129]



	Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link]
	August 1, 2014
	James Gunn[image: External link][130]
	James Gunn and Nicole Perlman[image: External link][131]



	Avengers: Age of Ultron
	May 1, 2015
	Joss Whedon[132]



	Ant-Man
	July 17, 2015
	Peyton Reed[image: External link][133]
	Edgar Wright & Joe Cornish[image: External link] and Adam McKay[image: External link] & Paul Rudd[image: External link][134]



	Phase Three[19][135][136]



	Captain America: Civil War
	May 6, 2016
	Anthony and Joe Russo[137]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[137]
	Kevin Feige
	Released



	Doctor Strange[image: External link]
	November 4, 2016
	Scott Derrickson[image: External link][138]
	Jon Spaihts[image: External link] and Scott Derrickson & C. Robert Cargill[image: External link][139]



	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2[image: External link]
	May 5, 2017
	James Gunn[131]



	Spider-Man: Homecoming
	July 7, 2017[140]
	Jon Watts[image: External link][141]
	Jonathan Goldstein[image: External link] & John Francis Daley[image: External link] and

Jon Watts & Christopher Ford and

Chris McKenna[image: External link] & Erik Sommers[142]
	Kevin Feige and Amy Pascal[image: External link]
	Post-production



	Thor: Ragnarok[image: External link]
	November 3, 2017[143]
	Taika Waititi[image: External link][144]
	Eric Pearson[145]
	Kevin Feige



	Black Panther[image: External link]
	February 16, 2018[136]
	Ryan Coogler[image: External link][146]
	Joe Robert Cole and Ryan Coogler[147][148]



	Avengers: Infinity War
	May 4, 2018[18]
	Anthony and Joe Russo[149]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[150]
	Filming



	Ant-Man and the Wasp[image: External link]
	July 6, 2018[136]
	Peyton Reed[151]
	Andrew Barrer & Gabriel Ferrari and Paul Rudd[152]
	Pre-production[153][154]



	Captain Marvel[image: External link]
	March 8, 2019[136]
	Anna Boden[image: External link] and Ryan Fleck[image: External link][155]
	Nicole Perlman & Meg LeFauve[image: External link][156]



	Untitled Avengers film
	May 3, 2019[18]
	Anthony and Joe Russo[149]
	Christopher Markus & Stephen McFeely[150]



	Post-Phase Three



	Spider-Man: Homecoming 2[image: External link]
	July 5, 2019[157]
	TBA
	TBA
	Kevin Feige and Amy Pascal
	In development



	Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3[image: External link]
	TBA
	James Gunn[110]
	Kevin Feige
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 Television series




Main article: List of Marvel Cinematic Universe television series[image: External link]




	Series
	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired / released
	Showrunner[image: External link](s)
	Status



	First aired
	Last aired



	ABC series



	Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link]
	
	1[image: External link]
	22
	September 24, 2013
	May 13, 2014
	Jed Whedon[image: External link], Maurissa Tancharoen[image: External link], and Jeffrey Bell[image: External link][158]
	Released



	
	2[image: External link]
	22
	September 23, 2014
	May 12, 2015



	
	3[image: External link]
	22
	September 29, 2015
	May 17, 2016



	
	4[image: External link]
	22
	September 20, 2016
	May 16, 2017



	
	5
	22[159]
	January 2018[160]
	TBA
	In development



	Marvel's Agent Carter
	
	1[image: External link]
	8
	January 6, 2015
	February 24, 2015
	Tara Butters, Michele Fazekas, and Chris Dingess[161]
	Released



	
	2[image: External link]
	10
	January 19, 2016
	March 1, 2016



	Marvel's Inhumans[image: External link]
	
	1
	8[53]
	September 22, 2017[a]
	TBA
	Scott Buck[image: External link][165]
	Filming



	Netflix[image: External link] series



	Marvel's Daredevil[image: External link]
	
	1[image: External link]
	13
	April 10, 2015
	Steven S. DeKnight[image: External link][166]
	Released



	
	2[image: External link]
	13
	March 18, 2016
	Doug Petrie[image: External link] and Marco Ramirez[167]



	
	3[image: External link][168]
	TBA
	TBA
	Pre-production



	Marvel's Jessica Jones[image: External link]
	
	1[image: External link]
	13
	November 20, 2015
	Melissa Rosenberg[image: External link][169]
	Released



	
	2[image: External link]
	13[170]
	TBA
	Filming



	Marvel's Luke Cage[image: External link]
	
	1[image: External link]
	13
	September 30, 2016
	Cheo Hodari Coker[image: External link][171]
	Released



	
	2[image: External link][172]
	TBA
	TBA
	Filming



	Marvel's Iron Fist[image: External link]
	
	1
	13
	March 17, 2017
	Scott Buck[image: External link][173]
	Released



	Marvel's The Defenders[image: External link]
	
	1
	8[174]
	August 18, 2017[175]
	Marco Ramirez[109]
	Preparing for release



	Marvel's The Punisher[image: External link]
	
	1
	13[176]
	2017[177]
	Steve Lightfoot[image: External link][66]



	Freeform[image: External link] series



	Marvel's Cloak & Dagger[image: External link]
	
	1[68]
	10[178]
	2018[69]
	TBA
	Joe Pokaski[image: External link][69]
	Filming



	Pilots only



	Marvel's Most Wanted[image: External link]
	
	
	Jeffrey Bell and Paul Zbyszewski[image: External link][179]
	Unaired



	Marvel's Damage Control[image: External link]
	
	
	TBA
	TBA
	Ben Karlin[image: External link][49]
	Put pilot[image: External link] ordered[49]






	
^ A version of the first two episodes will debut in IMAX theaters on September 1, 2017,[162] and run for two weeks,[163] before the September 22 television premiere on ABC.[164]
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 Short films




Main article: Marvel One-Shots[image: External link]




	Film
	U.S. release date
	Director
	Screenwriter
	Producer
	Home media release



	The Consultant[image: External link]
	September 13, 2011
	Leythum[85]
	Eric Pearson[88][180]
	Kevin Feige[image: External link]
	Thor[image: External link]



	A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Thor's Hammer[image: External link]
	October 25, 2011
	Captain America: The First Avenger



	Item 47[image: External link]
	September 25, 2012
	Louis D’Esposito[88][180]
	Marvel's The Avengers



	Agent Carter[image: External link]
	September 3, 2013 (Digital)

September 24, 2013 (Physical)
	Iron Man 3[image: External link]



	All Hail the King[image: External link]
	February 4, 2014 (Digital)

February 25, 2014 (Physical)
	Drew Pearce[image: External link][181]
	Thor: The Dark World
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 Digital series






	Series
	Season
	Episodes
	Originally released
	Status



	First released
	Last released



	WHIH Newsfront[image: External link] [a]
	
	1[image: External link]
	5
	July 2, 2015
	July 16, 2015
	Released



	
	2[image: External link]
	5
	April 22, 2016
	May 3, 2016



	Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot[image: External link]
	
	1
	6
	December 13, 2016






	
^ WHIH Newsfront is an in-universe current affairs show that serves as a viral marketing[image: External link] campaign for some of the MCU films.[90][182] The campaign is an extension of the fictional news network WHIH World News, which is seen reporting on major events in many MCU films and television series.[183]
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 Comic books




Main article: Marvel Cinematic Universe tie-in comics[image: External link]




	Title
	Issue(s)
	Publication date(s)
	Writer(s)
	Artist(s)



	First published
	Last published



	Iron Man: I Am Iron Man![image: External link]
	2
	January 27, 2010
	February 24, 2010
	Peter David[image: External link][184]
	Sean Chen[184]



	Iron Man 2: Public Identity[image: External link]
	3
	April 28, 2010
	May 12, 2010
	Joe Casey[image: External link] and Justin Theroux[image: External link][185]
	Barry Kitson[image: External link][185]



	Iron Man 2: Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link]
	1
	September 1, 2010
	Joe Casey[185]
	Tim Green[image: External link], Felix Ruiz[image: External link], and Matt Camp[185]



	Captain America: First Vengeance[image: External link]
	4
	May 4, 2011
	June 29, 2011
	Fred Van Lente[image: External link][186]
	Neil Edwards[187] and Luke Ross[188]



	Marvel's The Avengers Prelude: Fury's Big Week[image: External link]
	4
	March 7, 2012
	April 18, 2012
	Story by: Chris Yost[image: External link] and Eric Pearson[189]

Scripts by: Eric Pearson[189]
	Luke Ross[190]



	Marvel's The Avengers: Black Widow Strikes[image: External link]
	3
	May 2, 2012
	June 6, 2012
	Fred Van Lente[191]
	Neil Edwards[192]



	Marvel's Iron Man 2[image: External link]
	2
	November 7, 2012
	December 5, 2012
	Christos N. Gage[image: External link][193][194][195]
	Ramon Rosanas[193]



	Marvel's Iron Man 3 Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	January 2, 2013
	February 6, 2013
	Steve Kurth[195]



	Marvel's Thor[image: External link]
	2
	January 16, 2013
	February 20, 2013
	Lan Medina[194]



	Marvel's Thor: The Dark World Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	June 5, 2013
	July 10, 2013
	Craig Kyle[image: External link] and Chris Yost[196]
	Scot Eaton[image: External link][196] and Ron Lim[197]



	Marvel's Captain America: The First Avenger[image: External link]
	2
	November 6, 2013
	December 11, 2013
	Peter David[198][199]
	Wellinton Alves[198]



	Marvel's Captain America: The Winter Soldier Infinite Comic[image: External link]
	1
	January 28, 2014
	Rock He-Kim[199]



	Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy Infinite Comic – Dangerous Prey[image: External link]
	1
	April 1, 2014
	Dan Abnett[image: External link] and Andy Lanning[image: External link][200]
	Andrea Di Vito[200]



	Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	April 2, 2014
	May 28, 2014
	Wellinton Alves[201]



	Marvel's The Avengers[image: External link]
	2
	December 24, 2014
	January 7, 2015
	Will Corona Pilgrim[202][203][204][205]
	Joe Bennett[image: External link][202]



	Marvel's Avengers: Age of Ultron Prelude – This Scepter'd Isle[image: External link]
	1
	February 4, 2015
	Wellinton Alves[204]



	Marvel's Ant-Man Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	February 4, 2015
	March 4, 2015
	Miguel Sepulveda[203]



	Marvel's Ant-Man – Scott Lang: Small Time[image: External link]
	1
	March 3, 2015
	Wellinton Alves and Daniel Govar[205]



	Marvel's Jessica Jones[image: External link]
	1
	October 7, 2015
	Brian Michael Bendis[image: External link][206]
	Michael Gaydos[image: External link][206]



	Marvel's Captain America: Civil War Prelude[image: External link]
	4
	December 16, 2015
	January 27, 2016
	Will Corona Pilgrim[207][208][209][210][211][212]
	Szymon Kudranski[207] and Lee Ferguson[213]



	Marvel's Captain America: Civil War Prelude Infinite Comic[image: External link]
	1
	February 10, 2016
	Lee Ferguson, Goran Sudžuka[image: External link],

and Guillermo Mogorron[208]



	Marvel's Doctor Strange Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	July 6, 2016
	August 24, 2016
	Jorge Fornés[209]



	Marvel's Doctor Strange Prelude Infinite Comic – The Zealot[image: External link]
	1
	September 7, 2016



	Marvel's Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	January 4, 2017
	February 1, 2017
	Christopher Allen[214]



	Spider-Man: Homecoming Prelude[image: External link]
	2
	March 1, 2017
	April 5, 2017
	Todd Nauck[211]



	Marvel's Thor: Ragnarok Prelude[image: External link]
	4[215]
	July 5, 2017[212]
	TBA
	J.L. Giles[212]
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 Recurring cast and characters




Further information: Marvel Cinematic Universe film cast members[image: External link], television series cast members[image: External link], One-Shot cast members[image: External link], WHIH Newsfront cast members[image: External link], and Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.: Slingshot cast members[image: External link]



List indicator(s)


	This table includes characters who have appeared in multiple MCU media.

	A dark grey cell indicates the character has not appeared in that medium.

	A P indicates a new appearance in onscreen photographs only.







	Character
	Feature films
	Television series
	Short films
	Digital series



	Felix Blake
	 
	Titus Welliver[image: External link][88][216]
	 



	Peggy Carter[image: External link]
	Hayley Atwell[image: External link][48][217][218]
	 



	Phil Coulson[image: External link]
	Clark Gregg[image: External link][219][220]



	Darren Cross[image: External link]

Yellowjacket[image: External link]
	Corey Stoll[image: External link][221]
	 
	Corey Stoll[221]



	Timothy "Dum Dum" Dugan[image: External link]
	Neal McDonough[image: External link][218][222][223]
	 



	Matthew Ellis
	William Sadler[image: External link][224][225]
	 
	William Sadler[226]



	Christine Everhart[image: External link]
	Leslie Bibb[image: External link][182]
	 
	Leslie Bibb[90]



	Leo Fitz
	 
	Iain De Caestecker[image: External link][227]
	 
	Iain De Caestecker[220]



	Nick Fury[image: External link]
	Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link][228][229]
	 



	Justin Hammer[image: External link]
	Sam Rockwell[image: External link][230]
	 
	Sam Rockwell[231]
	 



	Maria Hill[image: External link]
	Cobie Smulders[image: External link][232]
	 



	Daisy "Skye" Johnson

Quake[image: External link]
	 
	Chloe Bennet[image: External link][233]
	 
	Chloe Bennet[220]



	Scott Lang

Ant-Man[image: External link]
	Paul Rudd[image: External link][221]
	 
	Paul Rudd[221]



	List
	Henry Goodman[image: External link][234]
	 



	Jeffrey Mace

Patriot[image: External link]
	 
	Jason O'Mara[image: External link][235]
	 
	Jason O'Mara[220]



	Alphonso "Mack" MacKenzie[image: External link]
	 
	Henry Simmons[image: External link][236]
	 
	Henry Simmons[220]



	Gideon Malick
	Powers Boothe[image: External link][237]
	 



	Melinda May
	 
	Ming-Na Wen[image: External link]
	 
	Ming-Na Wen[220]



	Jim Morita[image: External link]
	Kenneth Choi[image: External link][222][223]
	 



	Elena "Yo-Yo" Rodriguez[image: External link]
	 
	Natalia Cordova-Buckley[image: External link][238]
	 
	Natalia Cordova-Buckley[220]



	Sif[image: External link]
	Jaimie Alexander[image: External link][239][240]
	 



	Jemma Simmons
	 
	Elizabeth Henstridge[image: External link][227]
	 
	Elizabeth Henstridge[220]



	Jasper Sitwell[image: External link]
	Maximiliano Hernández[image: External link][241][242][243]
	 



	Trevor Slattery[image: External link]
	Ben Kingsley[image: External link][244]
	 
	Ben Kingsley[181]
	 



	Howard Stark[image: External link]
	Gerard SandersP [245]

John Slattery[image: External link][246]

Dominic Cooper[image: External link][247]
	Dominic Cooper[218][248]
	 



	Anton Vanko[image: External link]
	Yevgeni Lazarev[image: External link][249]
	Costa Ronin[image: External link][250]
	 



	Arnim Zola[image: External link]
	Toby Jones[image: External link][251][252]
	 




Additionally, Paul Bettany[image: External link] was the first actor to portray two main characters within the universe, voicing Tony Stark[image: External link]'s artificial intelligence[image: External link] J.A.R.V.I.S.[image: External link] in the Iron Man and Avengers films, and portraying Vision[image: External link] in Avengers films and Captain America: Civil War.[253][254][255] Stan Lee[image: External link], creator or co-creator of many of the characters seen in the MCU, has cameo appearances[image: External link] in all of the feature films and television series. His cameo in Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 sees Lee appearing as an informant to the Watchers[image: External link], discussing previous adventures that include Lee's cameos in other MCU films; he specifically mentions his time as a FedEx[image: External link] delivery man, referring to Lee's cameo in Captain America: Civil War.[256] This acknowledged the fan theory that Lee may be portraying the same character in all his cameos,[257] with writer and director James Gunn noting that "people thought Stan Lee is [Uatu the Watcher[image: External link]] and that all of these cameos are part of him being a Watcher. So, Stan Lee as a guy who is working for the Watchers was something that I thought was fun for the MCU."[256][257] Feige added that Lee "clearly exists, you know, above and apart from the reality of all the films. So the notion that he could be sitting there on a cosmic pit stop during the jump gate sequence in Guardians...really says, so wait a minute, he's this same character who's popped up in all these films?"[258]
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