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  This text went to press before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.




  

    

  




  




  Someone on their own.




  

    

      	

        SOMEONE


      



      	

        I was reading about this man who spent ten years trying to paint an apple so it looked just like an apple. That was eighteen to twenty eight.


      

    




    

      	

         


      



      	

        Then he spent seven years trying to paint an apple so it looked nothing like an apple.


      

    




    

      	

         


      



      	

        Then he died.


      

    




    

      	

         


      



      	

        This is the sort of thing that interests you. That used to interest you.


      

    




    

      	

         


      



      	

        I was thinking if he’d lived another ten years what would he have done next. Would he give up painting? Would he kill himself? You know what it takes to kill yourself, would he do that? Maybe he’d start again with an orange.


      

    




    

      	

         


      



      	

        I was thinking how hard can it be to paint something so it looks nothing like it. You could scribble all over the page. Don’t you think?


      

    




    

      	

         


      



      	

        You could paint the page black. You could leave the whole page white. But maybe it had to somehow be an apple. You could write apple underneath, maybe not. I think he was a difﬁcult person like you’re a difﬁcult person. Were. Are.
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