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	Publisher's Foreword

	 

	When someone seeks the paths of the ancient circles, it is rarely out of mere curiosity. There is almost always an intimate reason—be it the search for spiritual security, a deeper meaning, or even a serene escape from life's unrest. The magic circles described in the following pages, far from belonging solely to folklore or antiquarian erudition, address very real needs: the need to feel protected, to bring order to inner chaos, to find a center when everything seems scattered.

	Upon opening this volume, the reader is led on a journey where history, symbolism, and practice intertwine into a precise tapestry. The magic circle is not presented as a passive amulet, but as the product of a spiritual technology honed over centuries. Its origins trace back to traditions that understood, with remarkable acuity, the relationship between mind, body, and environment. This is not mythology for comfort—but tools forged to grant authority to the practitioner in the face of the visible and invisible forces of the world.

	At the heart of this tradition stands the figure of Solomon: not a sorcerer of legends, but an archetype of power grounded in wisdom. The operations taught here do not promise easy miracles, nor do they feed the illusion of absolute control. On the contrary, they call for discipline, study, and self-transformation, serving both those who seek protection from the unknown and those who yearn to deeply understand the mechanics of their own psyche.

	Each chapter was designed to serve as a bridge between the rigor of tradition and the demands of the present. The reader will indeed find detailed instructions—but will also notice that each gesture, each sacred name traced, each recommended preparation aims for more than an immediate result: it seeks to establish, even if momentarily, an inner order capable of resonating through the subtler layers of existence. The circle is, after all, a boundary and a refuge, but also a mirror—and what we protect from the outside world is often what we most need to protect from ourselves.

	There are countless accounts, over the centuries, of men and women who found in the silent tracing of a circle not only protection against spiritual adversities but also a space-time where daily worries can be transmuted, where the mind finds stillness, the body finds centeredness, and the spirit, direction. If there is any secret here, it lies less in the efficacy of the symbols than in the practitioner's willingness to penetrate their own mystery.

	Thus, I invite the reader to cross these pages not as one who collects formulas, but as one who accepts an invitation to experience. Whether the unease that brought you here is spiritual, psychological, or existential, this book offers not ready-made recipes, but time-tested paths to establish order and meaning, both within and beyond the circle. By the end of the journey, each reader will discover that beyond words and rites, there is always a lesson in self-mastery, discernment, and reconciliation.

	It is with this confidence—of one who knows the tradition, but above all, one who recognizes the pains and hopes of the present—that I offer you this work. May it serve as an anchor in stormy times and a mirror when everything around you feels scattered.

	—The Publisher
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Chapter 1
Historical Foundations

	 

	The image of the magic circle evokes, in the contemporary mind, a spectrum of representations that oscillate between folklore and fantasy. However, stripped of the layers of fiction, the tradition surrounding this ancient practice reveals a spiritual technology of remarkable sophistication and depth. The circle is not merely a drawing on the ground; it is the manifestation of a deliberate boundary between the practitioner’s ordered world and the vast, undefined forces of the universe. It is an act of creation, a microcosm raised by will and consecrated by faith, with roots that run deep in some of the oldest and most fertile soil of Western civilization. To understand its function and power, it is essential to travel back in time, exploring the historical and philosophical currents that brought it into existence, notably within the tradition associated with the biblical King Solomon.

	The image of the magic circle, therefore, emerges not as a mere ceremonial ornament, but as the instrument of a complex operation, where every line, word, and gesture holds precise meaning. Since time immemorial, the tracing of the circle has been regarded as a foundational act: it delimits, separates, and creates an alternate space, where the laws of the common world give way to a higher order, built through the rigor of intention and the weight of ancestral symbolism. The ancients already understood that the boundary thus created was not only physical, but energetic and spiritual. The practitioner, by drawing the circle, projected around themselves an invisible armor, woven by prayers, invocations, and sacred names, transforming simple earth into sacred ground, free from the impurities and hostilities of the profane environment.

	The journey first takes us to the narratives surrounding the figure of Solomon himself. Although the Old Testament describes him as a monarch of unparalleled wisdom and wealth, builder of the first Temple of Jerusalem, it was in later literature and in popular legends that his image became fused with that of a mage of supreme power. This transformation was no accident. The wisdom attributed to him—a divine gift—was reinterpreted in certain circles as profound knowledge of the universe’s hidden laws, including mastery over spirits. A fundamental text for this tradition is the Testament of Solomon, an ancient pseudepigraphon that narrates in the first person how the king received from God, through the archangel Michael, a ring engraved with a seal. This artifact granted him the power to bind, question, and command demons, forcing them to work in the construction of the Temple.

	In this account are found the pillars of Solomonic magic: authority delegated by the divine, the use of a concrete symbol of power—the seal engraved on the ring—and the skill to dialogue with and subjugate non-physical entities to serve a higher purpose. The circularity of the ring, far from being a mere detail, contains the seed of the idea of delimitation, of control. The containment of the invisible through the line of the circle anticipates the security sought by all who operate at the subtle frontier between the visible and the invisible.

	The Jewish tradition, with its vast tapestry of mystical practices and speculations, provides the instruments and conceptual framework for the expansion of this principle. Jewish mysticism—especially in the schools that gave rise to the Kabbalah—attributes to the Names of God an efficacy that transcends the mere word. The names, especially the Tetragrammaton (YHVH) and its permutations, are regarded as living formulas of creation, whose vocalization or inscription has the potential to reorder the fabric of existence. They are not merely words, but seeds of potency, vehicles of the primordial energy that, when handled with reverence and precision, radically transform the ritual space.

	Thus, the magic circle becomes something much greater than a physical boundary: it is transmuted into a spiritual fortress, constructed from the very letters of the sacred. The edges of the circle, adorned with the names of God, angels, and archangels, raise it to the status of a theological wall—a perimeter of protection that rests not only on the faith of the operator but on the vibrational structure of the cosmos as conceived by ancient traditions. In tracing and consecrating the circle, the mage re-enacts, on a human scale, the drama of creation, establishing primordial order amid the chaos of profane space. Within this circumference, all threats are neutralized, for there rests the supreme authority of the Creator, sealing the boundaries with unbreakable power.

	The presence of this heritage is clearly manifested in the classic grimoires. Their circles are densely inscribed with sacred names in Hebrew, Latin, and other archaic languages, forming true walls of text between the practitioner and the forces to be conjured. The circle thus not only delimits but consecrates, establishes, and protects, serving simultaneously as tool, shield, and altar—a silent testimony to a tradition that, over the centuries, has transformed the simple act of tracing a line on the ground into one of the most potent operations in Western magic.

	Over the centuries, another current of thought has enriched and complexified this tradition: Hermeticism. Emerging from the fusion of Greek philosophy, Egyptian mysticism, and other Mediterranean traditions in Late Antiquity, Hermeticism was rediscovered and fervently studied during the Renaissance. Its fundamental principle, encapsulated in the axiom “As above, so below,” provided a new and powerful paradigm for ceremonial magic. The universe was seen as an interconnected whole, a living organism in which each part reflected the whole. The human being, the microcosm, contained within itself the image of the universe, the macrocosm.

	From this Hermetic perspective, the magic circle takes on an even more multifaceted character, serving not only as limit and defense, but as a tangible expression of the cosmos’s hidden structure. The operator of the circle thus becomes not merely someone protected, but an artificer of the very ritual universe. By demarcating the space, they symbolically reorganize the universal forces, precisely tracing the correspondences among stars, elements, angels, and planetary spheres. The center of the circle, reserved for the mage, represents the divine spark within—the immovable point around which all revolves—and the inscription of symbols, names, and emblems around the perimeter reflects the multiple layers of existence, in harmony with the prevailing cosmological model.

	Magic circles crafted under Hermetic influence display precise and intricate geometry: multiple rings, names of archangels associated with the cardinal points, invocations reflecting the paths of planets, zodiacal signs, and the four fundamental elements. Every detail serves a purpose; none is arbitrary. The very act of constructing the circle becomes a ritual of alignment between the human microcosm and the celestial macrocosm, forging a synthesis between individual will and universal order. The circle thus comes to be regarded as a living diagram, able to channel and concentrate energies, order the flow of influences, and, above all, enhance the power of word, gesture, and intention.

	The circle’s primary function therefore unfolds into two main, inseparable aspects: protection and demarcation. Protection is its most evident characteristic. It serves as an impenetrable barrier to the forces summoned. In ceremonial magic, especially in evocation, the goal is to call an entity to visible manifestation, but outside the operator’s space. The circle ensures that this interaction occurs safely, preventing any hostile or unwanted influence on the practitioner’s mind, body, or soul. It is a declaration of boundaries, a space where the mage’s sovereignty is absolute.

	Yet the second function—demarcation—reveals subtler, more psychological aspects. The tracing of the circle not only excludes the undesirable but transforms, elevates, and consecrates all within its bounds. By separating a fragment of the common world and raising it to the condition of sacred space, the mage creates a “temenos”—an ephemeral temple imbued with meaning. Within this ritual microcosm, ordinary laws are suspended, and the atmosphere is purified of distractions and profane influences. The operator’s mind, immersed in this new environment, attains greater focus, clarity, and receptivity, facilitating the emergence of expanded states of consciousness and communication with other planes of existence.

	The circle thus acts as a portal between realities. It serves simultaneously as filter and gateway, allowing only certain energies or entities to pass its barriers, under strictly controlled conditions. It is the doorway through which the invisible is accessed, but which closes firmly against external chaos. The practice of drawing the magic circle, from this perspective, is an exercise in authority, mental discipline, and profound symbolic understanding, in the ceaseless search for order, security, and the opening of legitimate channels of communication with the transcendent.

	The evolution of this concept can be traced through the classical sources that have survived the ages. While the Testament of Solomon offers the mythological foundation, it is the medieval and Renaissance grimoires that provide the detailed instruction manuals. The Clavicula Salomonis, or The Key of Solomon, is perhaps the most famous of these texts. Manuscripts of this grimoire, dating from the fourteenth century onwards, contain explicit instructions on how, when, and where to construct the circles, specifying the materials, planetary hours, prayers, and, of course, the exact diagrams. In them, we see the full fusion of Jewish and Hermetic influences, with complex circles featuring divine names, planetary seals, psalm verses, and angelic names.

	The iconography in these manuals reveals deep geometric and symbolic rigor. Each circle is meticulously described: proportions, cardinal points, the choice of words and emblems, everything governed by a system of correspondences intended to maximize the operator’s efficacy and safety. The mage is instructed to observe minutiae such as the quality of the soil, the wind’s direction, the lunar phase, and the most auspicious planetary hour, demonstrating that, beyond symbolism, the operation of the circle required acute sensitivity to environment and timing. The tracing was often done with a sword, wand, or consecrated charcoal, and the inscriptions had to be made with absolute adherence to the prescribed formulas, for any deviation was considered potentially dangerous.

	Another seminal work is the Lemegeton, or The Lesser Key of Solomon, whose first part, the Ars Goetia, is renowned for its instructions for the evocation of seventy-two spirits. The Lemegeton also prescribes a specific magic circle, together with other elements such as the triangle of manifestation—where the spirit must appear—located outside the main circle. The detail in these operations illustrates not only the care taken with protection but the belief in the need to rigorously control the conditions of contact with the invisible. The formulas for purification, preparation of the place, vestments, and recited psalms create an atmosphere of solemnity and sacredness, reflecting the concern to separate the ritual from the banality of daily life.

	These texts codified the practice, transforming it from a folkloric art into a rigorous ceremonial science, influencing occultists for centuries, from John Dee to the magical orders of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The instructions they contain circulated through different cultures and languages, being adapted and reinterpreted according to the needs and worldviews of each era, but never losing the central structure: the circle as bulwark, instrument of mediation, and axis of magical work.

	Over the centuries, the magic circle has proved a resilient and adaptable concept, maintaining its fundamental principles while absorbing new layers of symbolism. Its history is the very history of humanity’s search for order, security, and a channel of communication with the divine amid a mysterious universe. Understanding this historical journey is not a mere academic exercise; it is the first step for the modern practitioner, an act of respect for the generations of magicians who, before them, stood at the center of the circle, between heaven and earth, to practice the royal art.

	 

	 

	 

	


Chapter 2
The Symbolism of the Circle

	 

	Once its historical origins are established, it is necessary to deepen the investigation beyond chronology and grimoires, diving into the very geometric and archetypal essence of the circle. The effectiveness of this shape as a magical instrument is not a cultural whim or an arbitrary convention. On the contrary, its strength lies in a universal and profound symbolism, which resonates with the human psyche and with the fundamental patterns observed in nature, from the orbits of planets to the structure of the atom. The circle is a primordial language, older than words, and understanding its symbolic vocabulary is essential for wielding its power. It represents concepts that the linear mind struggles to grasp, such as perfection, infinity, and indivisible unity.

	Contemplating the circle inevitably leads to the perception that we are faced with an image that transcends cultures and ages, insinuating itself into both myths and scientific discoveries. It is a shape that appears repeatedly, in both the microcosm and the macrocosm, connecting the human to the universal. The geometry of the circle is the source of its most potent symbolism. It is a single, continuous line, with no beginning, middle, or end, which perpetually returns upon itself. Every point on its circumference is perfectly equidistant from a single central point. This absolute symmetry and lack of edges convey a sense of harmony that is hard to equal. The circle is, thus, a mirror of the human longing for integrity and completeness. In a universe of irregular and fractured shapes, the circle stands out as an icon of integrity and wholeness.

	For the practitioner, drawing a circle is more than a mechanical action or a ritual requirement: it is a gesture filled with intention. It is a symbolic act of seeking one’s own inner wholeness, a reflection of the desire to unify the scattered fragments of consciousness into a cohesive and functional whole. This ritualized gesture communicates to the unconscious that, in that space and time, order, balance, and the centralization of being are sought. The mage at the center of the circle is not merely a protected operator; he is the embodiment of unified consciousness, the immovable axis around which the ritual universe revolves. Standing at the center means taking on the role of mediator between planes, one who sustains, for a few moments, the illusion of separation and, simultaneously, the transcendence of that illusion.

	This search for unity is a central theme in countless spiritual traditions, in which the circle appears as a mandala, medicine wheel, halo, aureole, ring, or crown. The symbol is always the same: a closed and protected space that refers to primordial unity. The circle offers both the map and the territory for this inner journey, presenting itself as an archetypal structure ready to be filled with meaning according to each tradition.

	Closely associated with the idea of unity is the concept of infinity. The absence of a starting or ending point in its line transforms the circle into the perfect symbol of eternity, of the ceaseless cycles of life, death, and rebirth. This characteristic sets it apart from all other geometric shapes, making it the image par excellence of circular time, of returns, recurrences, and transformations. While human existence is perceived linearly, with a defined birth and death, the circle connects us to a cyclical and timeless reality. It represents the eternal return, the movement of the seasons, the ebb and flow of tides, the wheel of time that turns incessantly, marking phases, closing cycles, and opening others.

	By operating within a space defined by this symbol, the mage rises, momentarily, above the flow of profane time, entering a dimension where past, present, and future coexist. This experience of temporal transcendence creates an atmosphere conducive to communion with the divine, as it suspends the barriers of everyday experience and opens perception to other layers of reality. It is this atemporal quality that makes the circle a suitable vessel for communication with entities and forces that exist outside the limits of our linear temporal perception, whether they be angels, spirits, or gods. Thus, the circle becomes not only protection, but also a portal, channeling forces and insights that elude ordinary reason, making dialogue between worlds and the realization of the sacred possible.

	The demarcatory function of the circle, previously mentioned in its historical context, here reveals its philosophical depth. The act of drawing the circumference is a fundamental rupture in the homogeneity of space. By marking the ground, the practitioner establishes a qualitative difference between the “inside” and the “outside,” making a distinction that is, above all, a declaration of intent: to delimit the terrain of the sacred amid the profane world. The historian of religions Mircea Eliade described how, for religious man, space is not uniform; it possesses ruptures, points of connection with the sacred that distinguish it from the rest of the territory. The magic circle is the deliberate creation of one of these ruptures. It is not a trivial physical boundary, but a frontier that separates chaos from cosmos, the common from the extraordinary, the ordinary from the miraculous.

	The world outside the circle is profane space: chaotic, disordered, subject to chance and mundane influences. In it, the usual laws of daily life and dispersive forces predominate, making any attempt at transcendence vulnerable to dispersion. The world inside the circle, on the other hand, becomes a sacred space: an ordered, consecrated, oriented cosmos, charged with meaning and power. This space not only reflects a new order but establishes it; the tracing of the circle is simultaneously a creative and consecrating act. The line drawn on the ground or in the air is the boundary between these two modes of being. It is the threshold that separates two worlds that, though coexisting in the same physical plane, diverge radically in their ontological quality.

	Crossing it is not a simple step, but an ontological transition, the passage from one state of being to another. Entering the circle means abandoning, even if temporarily, the concerns and limitations of ordinary existence to enter a qualitatively different space-time, endowed with its own purpose and orientation. That is why the moments of entering and leaving the circle assume, in many traditions, the character of true rites of passage. They are not mere physical movements, but symbolic processes that signal a change of status, a rebirth, an initiation.

	This understanding confers due seriousness on the moments of entering and leaving the circle, which are, in themselves, rites of passage. They require preparation, concentration, and respect, for they mark the transition between states of consciousness, between the profane and the sacred. The line of the circle, though materially simple, is charged with symbolic energy, becoming an invisible yet effective barrier. This barrier not only protects, but transforms: the practitioner who crosses the boundary, whether inward or outward, is invited to leave something behind and to assume a new stance before the mystery.

	The universality of this symbolism is proof of its archetypal nature. Long before and far beyond the Solomonic tradition, many cultures have recognized and used the power of the circle. Examples abound worldwide: the stone circles of the ancient Celts, the circular dances of tribal societies, the sacred arenas of shamans. In the East, the mandala represents one of the most sophisticated expressions of this shape. In Hinduism and Buddhism, the mandala is not just a work of art but a complex diagram of the cosmos and a divine palace. The practitioner meditates upon it, visualizing themselves entering its concentric structures to reach its center, which symbolizes enlightenment or union with the divine.

	The process is analogous to that of the Western ceremonial mage: entering a symbolic map of the universe to achieve an altered state of consciousness and effect a change. In both traditions, crossing the circular boundaries represents the human spirit’s effort to find the center, the core of meaning and power, going beyond the limits of ego and time. The circle, therefore, is not merely a symbol of protection but of quest, fulfillment, and transformation. It invites centralization and verticality, guiding the practitioner to encounter their own inner center, where the sacred can manifest in fullness.

	In the indigenous cultures of the Americas, the Medicine Wheel is another powerful example. It symbolizes the circle of life, the four sacred directions, the elements, the seasons, and the profound interconnection of all things. At the heart of these traditions, the circle is not limited to symbolic abstraction or ritual drawing: it is a living ceremonial space, where existence finds renewed meaning. The Medicine Wheel is built and used in ceremonies aimed at restoring balance between the human being, the community, and the natural world. Each cardinal point of the circle holds a specific meaning, corresponding to qualities, forces, colors, animals, and essential teachings for a whole life. Participating in a ceremony around the Medicine Wheel means accepting an invitation to experience life as a cyclical process, where all is transformed and returns, where each part is vital to the harmony of the whole.

	It is not merely a symbol to be contemplated, but an active ceremonial space, used for healing, prayer, and for reestablishing balance between the human being and the natural world. This circularity, beyond structuring space, also disciplines time: ceremonies unfold in cycles, and participation is marked by circular movements, songs, and dances that reproduce the ceaseless flow of existence. In each movement, there is the understanding that there is no true separation between human, animal, plant, and mineral; all is intertwined in a dynamic web, where the circle is both the symbol and the very agent of integration.

	Likewise, the Celtic heritage, visible in the complex knots that endlessly fold upon themselves and in the construction of their sacred sites, such as stone circles, demonstrates a worldview grounded in the circularity of time and the interconnectedness of life. The stone circles, erected in precise alignment with astronomical events, served as centers for rituals, markers of sacred time, and meeting points between the visible and the invisible. Each stone, each knot, each circular trace carved into ancient monuments reinforces the intuition that life is a continuous flow, with no definite beginning or end, and that the underlying order of the world manifests through repetition and return.

	The presence of the circle in such distinct and geographically distant cultural contexts points to a universal human intuition about the sacredness and efficacy of this geometric form. It emerges in dreams, visions, and spiritual practices, connecting peoples who never met but who shared the certainty that the circle holds an essential mystery. The circle demarcates the space of the sacred without excluding it from the world; it creates an “inside” without denying the “outside,” fostering a relationship of respect, balance, and reciprocity with the whole.

	It is from this confluence of meanings—totality, infinity, order, and universality—that we can finally understand why the circle is the tool par excellence for protection and evocation. Its protective function derives directly from its symbolism of perfection and unity. A complete shape, without fissures or corners, is conceptually impenetrable. The barrier it creates is not so much physical as metaphysical. When drawn, the circle invokes a field of integrity, a wholeness that repels what does not belong, precisely delimiting the space where order prevails.

	The circle’s protection does not come from an invisible wall, but from the imposition of a concept of divine order and unbreakable unity, a boundary that a chaotic or inferior force cannot, by its very nature, understand or transgress. In this sense, the circle is a barrier of meaning, a limit that can only be crossed by the dissolution of chaos itself, demanding conformation to the order represented by the figure. By drawing the circle, the practitioner affirms, silently but firmly, their alliance with totality, becoming themselves part of the mystery and force of this primordial shape.

	For evocation, the circle serves as the definitive stage and control chamber. By establishing a sacred and ordered space, the practitioner creates a stable and focused environment, essential for the delicate task of calling an external consciousness into manifestation. The circle precisely delimits a territory where chaos cannot enter, isolating the mage’s intention from the interferences and distractions of the outside world. The center of the circle becomes the point of stability and power for the mage, the eye of the storm, from which he can safely observe and interact with what has been summoned—generally into a contained manifestation in another form, such as a triangle, positioned outside the circular barrier. This relationship between center and periphery is not accidental: it symbolically expresses the dynamic between the human and the invisible, the conscious and the unconscious, the known and the unknown.

	In this context, the circle acts as both amplifier and regulator of the energies mobilized, sustaining the operator’s psychic focus and preventing undesirable dispersions. It establishes the boundaries of the rite, like the invisible walls of a temple—a temple that can be raised anywhere and anytime, as long as the symbol is understood and respected. The practitioner who stands at the center of the circle assumes, at once, the role of priest, mediator, and alchemist, presiding over an operation that demands attention, precision, and moral integrity. Every gesture, word, and thought is intensified by the symbolic structure that encircles them, making the ritual an experience of uncommon wholeness and presence.
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