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Introduction


Felt is awesome!


I’ve been sewing things with felt for as long as I can remember—my mom still has the felt apple I stitched for her in my first year of school. Felt crafting used to be thought of as just a simple hobby for kids learning to sew, but in recent years it’s become hugely popular with crafters of all ages.


Felt is a really easy material to work with because it doesn’t fray when cut. It’s also perfect for making small projects that are quick to sew and don’t require a huge outlay in materials. Most of the designs in this book can be made with the sheets or squares of felt that you can find in any craft store. If you don’t have a craft or notions store near you, you can find an amazing range of colors and types of felt online, including 100 percent wool felt, eco-friendly felt, patterned felt, and fun supplies such as felt beads. There’s more information on the different types of felt included in the materials section (page 6), and a list of suppliers is at the back of the book (page 128).


All the projects are hand-stitched—no sewing machine required! You also don’t need any advanced sewing skills; the patterns use just a handful of basic stitches and all of these are explained in the techniques section (page 8), along with tips on working with felt.


If you’re just learning to sew, or want a quick project for a rainy afternoon, try something small like one of the brooches (pages 14 and 30), the napkin rings (page 72), or an ornament (pages 100 and 104). The large designs like the tea cozy (page 76) and the cushion (page 82) are more time-consuming, but they’re perfect for sewing gradually in the evenings in front of the television, and the finished result will be something you can be really proud of.


You can also adapt the designs in this book to suit you—use your favorite colors, resize the patterns to make them in custom sizes, or add more beads and sequins. Lots of the designs can also be personalized to make extra-special gifts.


If you’re a confident crafter you can even mix-and-match motifs and projects to create new designs. For example, you could make brooches using a bumblebee, a cupcake, or the small toadstool; sew three pansies onto a lavender sachet; sew one peacock feather onto a headband; stitch clusters of forget-me-nots onto small backing pieces of felt to make pretty hair clips or barrettes; use the apple and pear motifs to make a pair of coasters; or use the cake stand design to decorate a cushion.


I hope this book gives you many happy hours of sewing!


Laura Howard
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Materials


The primary material you are going to need is, of course, felt. There’s a huge range of different felts available, but they can be divided into three main types.


Synthetic felt is the most widely available, and the type you’ll probably find at your local craft store. The thickness and texture of this can vary depending on the range. You can also buy eco-friendly synthetic felt (made from recycled plastic), and patterned felt, which is printed with a pattern on the front and plain on the back.


Felt made from 100 percent wool has a lovely soft texture, and it’s usually slightly thicker than standard synthetic felt. It’s a luxurious option, making it perfect for special projects, and it usually comes in a range of softer and more “natural” looking colors than most standard synthetic ranges.


Wool blend felt contains a blend of wool and synthetic fibers—between 30–70 percent wool depending on the range. It’s cheaper and thinner than 100 percent wool felt, but has a similar soft texture and wide range of colors.


I use all three types of felt in my crafting, and have used a mix throughout this book. If your felt is thin and the project you’re making requires slightly stiffer or thicker felt (for example, to prevent a shape from flopping or to create a sturdy base for embroidery), you can just add an extra layer of felt to achieve the desired thickness.


Most felt can be gently hand washed, and some synthetic felt is even machine washable. Felt tends to “pill” or “bobble” slightly when washed (especially with frequent washing), and wool and wool blend felts will also shrink slightly. Check the packaging or with your supplier for washing instructions.


Almost all the projects in this book can be made with sheets or squares of craft felt, but for a couple of the larger designs you’ll need to buy felt by the yard. For the hot water bottle cover (page 80) you will also need to make recycled felt from an old sweater. This is made by shrinking a woolen garment so the fibers contract and knit together, creating a thick fabric that can be cut without it unraveling. Use a 100 percent wool sweater—the thicker the sweater, the thicker the finished felt will be. Wash it at a high temperature in your washing machine with laundry detergent, and then tumble dry on a hot setting. You may need to repeat this to fully felt the sweater, and you may want to wash it inside a laundry bag to trap any fluff. The wool can shrink quite dramatically—make sure you use a large sweater to create a piece of felt big enough for the hot water bottle cover.





Two types of thread are used throughout this book.


Sewing thread, usually to match your chosen felt colors. Using matching threads helps the stitching become “invisible” on the finished piece. I often take small scraps of felt with me to the craft store so I can match colors as closely as possible.


Stranded cotton embroidery floss. This is made up of 6 or 8 strands that are easily divisible, so you can either sew with all the strands or separate off the number you want. The more strands you use, the larger the needle you’ll need to use.


You will also need an assortment of embellishments and findings, as described in each project. Most of these are available from craft and notions stores, and packs of plain barrettes, hair clips, and headbands can also usually be acquired from your local jewelry shop.
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Equipment


You don’t need any special equipment to make the projects in this book; you’ll probably already have most things at home.


A basic sewing kit of sewing scissors, needles (smaller ones for sewing thread, larger ones for embroidery floss), and pins.


A pair of embroidery scissors. Their small size makes cutting out little or intricate shapes much easier than with standard sewing scissors. You can buy them quite cheaply, and any type will do, but if you plan on cutting out lots of felt pieces I’d recommend buying a pair with comfortable handles.


A measuring tape, a ruler, scissors, and a pencil. You will also need a light-colored felt-tip pen if you want to draw the cushion (page 82) and notebook cover (page 52) patterns directly onto the back of the felt instead of making paper templates.


Greaseproof paper or thin tracing paper, for tracing embroidery patterns.


A wheel of long pins—these are larger and slightly thicker than dressmaker’s pins. They’re usually used for quilting, as they make it much easier to pin several layers of fabric together. You can get by without these pins, but they are very useful, especially for the larger projects.


I also used a pair of pinking shears (large scissors which cut a zigzag line) to trim the edges of some felt pieces for a nice decorative effect, but this is optional.
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Techniques


Cutting out shapes


Photocopy the templates for your project from the back of the book, enlarging them to the required size, and carefully cut them out. Pin the paper templates to the felt you want to use. If the pieces are too small to pin, just hold the template in place between the thumb and forefinger of one hand while cutting around it with the other.





Roughly cut out the felt around the template so you’re working with a smaller piece of felt, which will be much easier to maneuver. Then carefully cut out the shape, following the edge of the paper template, and turning the felt slowly as you work your way around the template.
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Cutting out smaller or more intricate shapes


When cutting out very small shapes without a template, start by cutting out a small square of felt, then cut your shape out from the square using small, sharp embroidery scissors. To cut small circles, cut into the felt in a spiral motion, turning the felt around slowly as you cut (using your thumb as a pivot), and gradually making the spiral smaller until you get the size of circle you want. I find cutting in this spiral motion a good way to get a natural-looking curve on a very small circle.





I often cut two or three versions of a small shape before I get the one I’m happy with. Use leftover scraps of felt from other projects to practice cutting out the shape you want—fiddly jobs like this always get easier with practice.





If you’re having difficulty cutting small shapes accurately freehand, try drawing the shape you want onto a piece of paper, cutting it out, and then using a small piece of clear adhesive tape to secure the paper template to a small square of felt. The tape will hold the paper in place while you cut out the shape from the felt.
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Stitches


There are a few basic stitches that are used throughout this book.


Straight stitches


Pass the needle through to the front (pulling the thread completely through the felt), and then take it through to the back again, making one single stitch of the length required. You can use individual straight stitches decoratively, or sew a series of them to create simple patterns. Straight stitch is also used to sew one felt shape onto another (as pictured).
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Running stitch


Pass the needle in and out in one step to create a row of even stitches, pulling the thread through the felt after each “in and out” (as pictured, left).


Alternatively, you can sew a line of small straight stitches (see above) to create the same effect. I usually do this when sewing through several layers of felt as I find it keeps my stitching neat.
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Backstitch


Start with one straight stitch, then pass the needle through the felt a stitch length away from the end of the stitch, as if you’re starting a second straight stitch. Instead of moving “forward” along the line you’re sewing, sew back toward the first stitch and pass the needle through the felt as close to the end of the first stitch as possible, so they form a continuous line. Repeat this, each time starting your stitch a stitch length away from the previous stitch, and then sewing back to it.
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Whip stitch


This is a slanting stitch used to sew two layers of felt together along their edges. Start the stitching between the two layers, so the knot is hidden, passing the needle through to the front. Sew a stitch that overlaps the edge at a slight diagonal angle, passing the needle through the felt at the back, and sewing through both layers of felt at another slight angle through to the front, so your needle comes out a short distance along from where you started. Repeat this to sew up the whole edge.
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Blanket stitch


This is a decorative stitch used to sew two layers of felt together along their edges. Start the stitching between the two layers, so the knot is hidden, and pass the needle through to the front. Sew a stitch that overlaps the edge at a right angle, passing the needle through the felt at the back so it sews through both layers and emerges at the front exactly where it came out. Don’t pull the thread completely through, but leave a small loop; pass the needle through this loop from the front to the back and pull it tight.


Begin the second stitch at the back of the felt, passing the needle through both layers so it emerges a short distance along the edge from the first stitch. Again, don’t pull the thread completely through but leave a small loop, pass the needle through it from front to back and then pull it tight. Repeat this second stitch to sew along the whole edge.
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Zigzags


Sew a series of straight stitches to create a zigzag line.
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Stars


Sew four overlapping straight stitches to create a star shape. Start by sewing a cross of two stitches, then add the other two to complete the star.
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Hearts


Sew a zigzag of four small stitches to create the top of the heart, then sew four more stitches in a “V” shape to complete it. It’s important to make the stitches as even as possible so you don’t end up with a lopsided heart.
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Sewing on eyes


I’ve used several different techniques for sewing on small eyes and pupils—you can use the method described in each project, or stick to the one you find easiest.


Cut a small circle of black felt and sew it in place with either a cross or star of stitches in the center, or by straight stitching around the edges.


Use three strands of black embroidery floss to sew two or three small straight stitches close together, to create a very small eye. To stitch a larger eye, sew a small star of four overlapping stitches, then sew more stitches the same size on top (about eight of them) to fill in the gaps between the stitches, so you end up with a roughly circular shape.


Sew on a black seed bead using black sewing thread—sew the bead flat like an “O,” using three or four stitches to hold it in place.
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Sewing on ribbons


Use whip stitch to sew ribbon ties or loops in place, sewing along one edge of the ribbon where it overlaps the felt, and then back down the other edge. If possible, sew the whip stitches into the felt, hooking the needle into the fibers instead of passing it right the way through. By doing this you can secure the ribbon to the felt without the stitching being visible on the other side of the felt (the right side of the finished piece).


Sewing on findings


Use doubled sewing thread to sew on brooch clasps, sewing through each hole in the clasp several times to ensure a secure hold. Also use doubled thread and multiple stitches when sewing on other findings, such as barrettes, clips, and snap fasteners. To use a safety pin instead of a brooch clasp, cut a small rectangle of felt, place it over the fixed bar of the pin, and backstitch lines across it vertically and horizontally with doubled thread, until the pin is held firmly to the project.


To sew on lengths of elastic, or elastic headbands, use the same method as for sewing on ribbons—whip stitch along one side and then the other, sewing into the felt instead of through it.
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