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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Conor Anthony McGregor (Irish: Conchúr Antóin Mac Gréagóir; born 14 July 1988) is an Irish professional mixed martial artist who is currently signed to the Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC). He is the reigning UFC Lightweight Champion, and former UFC Featherweight Champion. During his career, McGregor has competed as a featherweight, lightweight, and welterweight. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 225 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Ryan Rodney Reynolds (born October 23, 1976) is a Canadian actor. He portrayed Michael Bergen on the ABC sitcom Two Guys and a Girl (1998–2001), Billy Simpson in the YTV Canadian teen soap opera Hillside (1991), as well as Marvel Comics characters Hannibal King in Blade: Trinity (2004), Wade Wilson / Weapon XI in X-Men Origins: Wolverine (2009), and the title character in Deadpool (2016) for which he received a Golden Globe Award nomination. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 268 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Priyanka Chopra (pronounced ; born 18 July 1982) is an Indian actress, singer, film producer, philanthropist, and the winner of the Miss World 2000 pageant. One of India's highest-paid and most popular celebrities, Chopra has received numerous awards, including a National Film Award and five Filmfare Awards. In 2016, the Government of India honoured her with the Padma Shri, the fourth highest civilian award, and Time magazine named her one of the 100 most influential people in the world. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 713 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Mia Khalifa (Arabic: ميا خليفة‎‎; born February 10, 1993), also known as Mia Callista, is a Lebanese American social media personality and webcam model, best known for her successful, albeit brief, career as a pornographic actress from 2014 to 2015. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 56 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Allen Iverson






Allen Ezail Iverson (born June 7, 1975) is an American professional basketball player who played for 14 seasons in the National Basketball Association (NBA). He played both the shooting guard and point guard positions. Iverson was an eleven-time NBA All-Star, won the All-Star game MVP award in 2001 and 2005, and was the NBA's Most Valuable Player[image: External link] (MVP) in 2001.

Iverson attended Bethel High School in Hampton, Virginia, and was a dual-sport athlete. He earned the Associated Press High School Player of the Year award in both football and basketball, and won the Division AAA Virginia state championship in both sports.[1] After high school, Iverson attended Georgetown University for two years, where he set the school record for career scoring average (22.9 points per game) and won Big East Defensive Player of the Year awards both years.[2]

Following two successful years at Georgetown, Iverson declared eligibility for the 1996 NBA draft, and was selected by the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] with the first overall pick. He was named the NBA Rookie of the Year in the 1996–97 season. Winning the NBA scoring title[image: External link] during the 1998–99, 2000–01, 2001–02, and 2004–05 seasons, Iverson was one of the most prolific scorers in NBA history, despite his relatively small stature (listed at 6 feet, 0 inches). His regular season career scoring average of 26.7 points per game ranks seventh all-time, and his playoff career scoring average of 29.7 points per game is second only to Michael Jordan[image: External link]. Iverson was also the NBA Most Valuable Player[image: External link] of the 2000–01 season and led his team to the 2001 NBA Finals the same season. Iverson represented the United States[image: External link] at the 2004 Summer Olympics[image: External link], winning the bronze medal. He also played for the Denver Nuggets[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link], and the Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link], before ending his NBA career with the 76ers during the 2009–10 season.

Iverson was rated the fifth-greatest NBA shooting guard of all time by ESPN in 2008.[3] He officially announced his retirement from professional basketball on October 30, 2013.[4] On April 4, 2016, Iverson was elected into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame.[5]



TOP
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 Early life




Allen Iverson was born on June 7, 1975[6] in Hampton, Virginia to a single 15-year-old mother, Ann Iverson, and was given his mother's maiden name after his father Allen Broughton left her.[7]

He attended Bethel High School, where he started as quarterback for the school football team,[8] while also playing running back, kick returner, and defensive back.[9] He also started as point guard for the school basketball team. During his junior year, Allen was able to lead both teams to Virginia state championships, as well as earning The Associated Press High School Player of the Year award in both sports.[10]

On February 14, 1993, Iverson and several of his friends were involved in an altercation with several patrons at a bowling alley in Hampton, Virginia.[11] Allegedly, Iverson's crowd was raucous and had to be asked to quiet down several times, and eventually a shouting duel began with another group of youths. Shortly thereafter, a huge fight erupted, pitting the white crowd against the black crowd. During the fight, Iverson allegedly struck a woman in the head with a chair. He, andthree of his friends ,who are also black, were the only people arrested. Iverson, who was 17 at the time, was convicted as an adult of the felony charge of maiming by mob, a rarely used Virginia statute that was designed to combat lynching.[12] Iverson and his supporters maintained his innocence, claiming that he left the alley as soon as the trouble began. Iverson said of the incident:


For me to be in a bowling alley where everybody in the whole place know who I am and be crackin' people upside the head with chairs and think nothin' gonna happen? That's crazy! And what kind of a man would I be to hit a girl in the head with a damn chair? I rather have 'em say I hit a man with a chair, not no damn woman.[12]



Iverson drew a 15-year prison sentence, with 10 years suspended. After Iverson spent four months at Newport News City Farm, a correctional facility in Newport News, he was granted clemency by Virginia Governor Douglas Wilder, and the Virginia Court of Appeals overturned the conviction in 1995 for insufficient evidence.[12] This incident and its impact on the community is explored in the documentary film No Crossover: The Trial of Allen Iverson. Iverson said of his time in prison:


I had to use the whole jail situation as something positive. Going to jail, someone sees something weak in you, they'll exploit it. I never showed any weakness. I just kept going strong until I came out.[12]



The prison sentence forced him to complete his senior year of high school at Richard Milburn High School, a school for at-risk students, instead of competing in sports at Bethel.[12] However, the three years Iverson spent there were enough to convince Georgetown University head coach John Thompson to come out and meet Iverson, and offer him a full scholarship to join the Georgetown Hoyas basketball[image: External link] team.[12]
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 College basketball




In his first season at Georgetown in 1994–95, Iverson won the Big East[image: External link] Rookie of the Year award and was named to the All Rookie Tournament First Team.[13] That season, Iverson led the Hoyas to the Sweet 16 round of the NCAA tournament, where they lost to North Carolina.[14]

In his second and final season at Georgetown in 1995–96, Iverson led the team to a Big East championship and all the way to the Elite 8 round of the NCAA tournament, where they lost to Massachusetts.[15] He ended his college career as the Hoyas' all-time leader in career scoring average, at 22.9 points per game.[2] Iverson was named as a First Team All American.

Following the conclusion of his sophomore year, Iverson declared for the 1996 NBA draft. He was the first player under Coach Thompson to leave Georgetown early for the NBA.[12]
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 College statistics






	Year
	Team
	GP
	GS
	MPG
	FG%
	3P%
	FT%
	RPG
	APG
	SPG
	BPG
	PPG



	1994–95
	Georgetown[image: External link]
	30
	29
	32.2
	.390
	.232
	.688
	3.3
	4.5
	3.0
	.2
	20.4



	1995–96
	Georgetown
	37
	37
	32.8
	.480
	.366
	.678
	3.8
	4.7
	3.4
	.4
	25.0



	Career
	67
	66
	32.5
	.440
	.503
	.638
	3.6
	4.6
	3.2
	.3
	23.0
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 Professional career (1996–2011)
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 Philadelphia 76ers (1996–2006)
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 Early years (1996–2000)




After two seasons at Georgetown, Iverson was selected first overall by the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] in the 1996 NBA draft. Listed at 6 ft 0 in (1.83 m) tall, Iverson became the shortest first overall pick ever, in a league normally dominated by taller players.

Coming to a Philadelphia team that had just finished the previous season with a dismal 18-64 record, Iverson was only able to help the Sixers to a 22–60 record in 1996–97[image: External link].[16] In a game against the 55-8 Chicago Bulls[image: External link], Iverson scored 37 points and memorably crossed over Michael Jordan[image: External link].[17] He broke Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link]'s rookie record of three straight games with at least 40 points, doing so in five straight games, including a 50-point effort in Cleveland against the Cavaliers.[18][19] Averaging 23.5 points per game, 7.5 assists per game and 2.1 steals per game for the season, Iverson was named the NBA Rookie of the Year.

Aided by the arrivals of Theo Ratliff, Eric Snow, Aaron McKie, and new coach Larry Brown, Iverson continued to help the 76ers move forward the following season, as they improved nine games to finish 31-51.[20]

The lockout-shortened 1998–1999 season would mark great improvement for the 76ers. Iverson averaged 26.8 points (which led the league, earning his first scoring title) and was named to his first All NBA first team. The Sixers finished the season at 28-22, earning Iverson his first trip to the playoffs.[21] He started all ten playoff games and averaged 28.5 points per game despite being hampered by a number of nagging injuries. Iverson led the Sixers to an upset over the number three seeded Orlando Magic[image: External link] in four games, before losing to the Indiana Pacers[image: External link] in the second round in six games.[22]

Prior to the next season, Iverson signed a six-year, $70 million contract extension.[23] That year, the Sixers would continue to improve under Iverson's leadership, as they finished 49-33, once again qualifying for the playoffs (this time earning the fifth seed, one spot higher than the previous year's sixth seed).[24] In the playoffs, Iverson averaged 26.2 points, 4.8 assists, 4 rebounds and 1.3 steals per game. Philadelphia would advance past the Charlotte Hornets in the opening round, but was eliminated by Indiana in the second round in six games for the second straight year.[25]

That season, Iverson was selected to the Eastern Conference All-Star team for the first time of what would be 11 straight selections. He was the only player other than Shaquille O'Neal to receive a MVP[image: External link] vote that year. In the 2000 off-season, the 76ers actively tried to trade Iverson after his numerous disagreements with then-coach Larry Brown, and had agreed to terms with the Detroit Pistons[image: External link] before Matt Geiger, who was included in the deal, refused to forfeit his $5 million trade kicker.[26] When it became apparent that Iverson would remain a member of the Sixers, Iverson and Brown put their differences aside to make another attempt at a NBA championship.
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 MVP season and trip to the Finals (2000–01)




During the 2000–01 season, Iverson led his team to a franchise record 10-0 start to the season, and was named starter at the 2001 NBA All-Star Game, where he won the game MVP. The Sixers posted a 56–26 record on the year, the best in the Eastern Conference that season, earning the top seed. He also averaged a then-career high 31.1 points, winning his second NBA scoring title in the process. Iverson won the NBA steals title at 2.5 a game. Iverson was named NBA Most Valuable Player[image: External link]; at 6 feet and 165 pounds, he became the shortest and lightest player to win the MVP award. He had 93 first-place votes out of a possible 124.[27] He was also named to the All NBA First team for his accomplishments. In the playoffs, Iverson and the Sixers defeated the Indiana Pacers in the first round, before meeting Vince Carter-led Toronto Raptors[image: External link] in the Eastern Semifinals. The series went the full seven games. In the next round, the Sixers defeated the Milwaukee Bucks, also in seven games, to advance to the 2001 NBA Finals against the defending champion Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link], featuring the duo of Kobe Bryant and Shaquille O'Neal.

Iverson led the Sixers to their first finals since their 1983 championship. In game one of the 2001 NBA Finals, Iverson scored a playoff high 48 points and beat the heavily favored Lakers 107–101; it was the Lakers' only playoff loss that year. In the game, he notably stepped over Tyronn Lue after hitting a crucial shot.[28] Iverson would go on to score 23, 35, 35, and 37 in games 2–5, all losing efforts though the Sixers were not swept like many predicted. Iverson enjoyed his most successful season as an individual and as a member of the Sixers during the 2000–01 NBA season.

Iverson began using a basketball sleeve during this season during his recovery from bursitis in his right elbow.[29] Other players, including Carmelo Anthony, and Kobe Bryant,[30] adopted the sleeves as well, as did fans who wore the sleeve as a fashion statement.[31] Iverson continued wearing his sleeve long after his elbow had healed.[30] Some believed that the sleeve improved Iverson's shooting ability. Steven Kotler of Psychology Today suggested that such sleeves may act as a placebo to prevent future injuries.[30]
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 Early playoff exits and Larry Brown's departure (2001–2003)




Fresh off their trip to the NBA Finals, Iverson and the Sixers entered the 2001–2002 season with high expectations, but were plagued by injuries, and only able to muster a 43-39 record to just sneak into the playoffs.[32] Despite playing in only 60 games that season and being hampered by injuries, Iverson averaged 31.4 points per game to earn his second consecutive scoring title. The 76ers lost to the Boston Celtics in the first round of the playoffs 3-2 in the five game series. After the defeat, Brown criticized Iverson for missing team practices. Iverson responded by saying, "We're sitting here, I'm supposed to be the franchise player, and we're in here talking about practice,"[33] and went on a rant that included the word "practice" fourteen times.[34]

The 2002–2003 season started off poorly for the Sixers, who had just traded defensive-standout Dikembe Mutombo to New Jersey, and saw a decrease in both offensive and defensive production from Aaron McKie and Eric Snow, all three of whom were key components to their Finals appearance two years prior. Iverson would once again put up stellar scoring numbers (27.6 points per game) however, and the Sixers regrouped following the All-Star break to make the playoffs with a 48-34 record.[35] They were able to defeat Baron Davis and the New Orleans Hornets[image: External link] in the opening round of the playoffs. Iverson later described Davis as the most difficult opposing point guard to defend in his career.[36] In the six-game second round series, the 76ers were eliminated by the Detroit Pistons[image: External link].

Head Coach Larry Brown left the 76ers in 2003, following the playoff loss. After his departure from the 76ers, both he and Iverson indicated that the two were on good terms and genuinely fond of one another.[37] Iverson later reunited with Brown when Iverson became the co-captain of the 2004 United States Olympic men's basketball team[image: External link]. In 2005, Iverson said that Brown was without a doubt "the best coach in the world".
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 Disappointment and frustration (2003–2006)




Randy Ayers became the next coach of the 76ers, but failed to develop any chemistry with his players, and was fired following a 21–31 start to the season. During the latter part of the 2003–04 NBA season, Iverson bristled under the disciplinarian approach of the Sixers' interim head coach Chris Ford. This led to a number of contentious incidents, including Iverson being suspended for missing practice, fined for failing to notify Ford that he would not attend a game because he was sick, and refusing to play in a game because he felt "insulted" that Ford wanted Iverson to come off the bench as he worked his way back from an injury.[38] Iverson missed a then-career-high 34 games in a disastrous season that saw the Sixers miss the postseason for the first time since the 1997 season.

The 2004–2005 season saw Iverson and the Sixers bounce back under the tutelage of new head coach Jim O'Brien, and additions of their first round draft pick Andre Iguodala, and All-Star forward Chris Webber[image: External link], who was acquired in a mid-season trade. A rejuvenated Iverson won his fourth NBA scoring title with 31 points and averaged 8 assists for the year, and helped the 76ers climb back into the postseason with a 43-39 record.[39] They would go on to lose to the eventual Eastern Conference champion Detroit Pistons, who were led by Larry Brown, in the first round. In the series, Iverson had three double-doubles, including a 37-point, 15 assist performance in Philadelphia's lone win of the series.

Despite O'Brien helping the team back into the postseason, disagreements with players and management led to his firing after just one season. He was replaced by Sixers' legend Maurice Cheeks[image: External link], in a personnel move Iverson praised, as Cheeks had been an assistant coach with the team when they reached the NBA Finals in 2001.[40] During the 2005–2006 season, Iverson averaged a career high 33.0 points per game. The Sixers, however, missed the playoffs for the second time in three years.

On April 18, 2006, Iverson and Chris Webber[image: External link] arrived late to the Sixers' fan appreciation night and home game finale. Players are expected to report 90 minutes before game time, but both Iverson and Webber arrived around tipoff. Coach Maurice Cheeks[image: External link] notified the media that neither would be playing and general manager Billy King announced that Iverson and Webber would be fined.[41] During the 2006 off-season, trade rumors had Iverson going to Denver, Atlanta, or Boston. None of the deals were completed. Iverson had made it clear that he would like to stay a Sixer.[42]

Iverson and the Sixers began the 2006–07 NBA season at 3-0 before stumbling out to a 5-10 record through 15 games.[43] Following the disappointing start, Iverson reportedly demanded a trade from the Sixers (although he would deny that).[44] As a result, Iverson was told he would not play in any more games. During the following game against the Washington Wizards[image: External link], which was televised nationally on ESPN, Sixers Chairman Ed Snider confirmed the trade rumors by stating "We're going to trade him. At a certain point, you have to come to grips with the fact that it's not working. He wants out and we're ready to accommodate him."[45]

Iverson ended his 10-year Philadelphia tenure with the highest scoring average in team history (28.1), and is second all-time on the points list (19,583), and the Sixers did not win another playoff series after his departure until 2012.
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 Denver Nuggets (2006–2008)




On December 19, 2006, the Philadelphia 76ers sent Iverson and forward Ivan McFarlin to the Denver Nuggets[image: External link] for Andre Miller, Joe Smith, and two first-round picks in the 2007 NBA draft. At the time of the trade, Iverson was the NBA's number two leading scorer with new teammate Carmelo Anthony being number one.[46]

On December 23, 2006, Iverson played his first game for the Nuggets. He had 22 points and 10 assists in a losing effort to the Sacramento Kings[image: External link].[47] In Iverson's first year as a Nugget they made the playoffs. They won the first game and lost the next four to the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link].[48]

Iverson was fined $25,000 by the NBA for criticizing referee Steve Javie following a game between the Nuggets and Iverson's former team, the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link], played January 2, 2007. During the course of the game, Iverson committed two technical fouls and was ejected from the game. After the game, Iverson said, "I thought I got fouled on that play, and I said I thought that he was calling the game personal I should have known that I couldn't say anything anyway. It's been something personal with me and him since I got in the league. This was just the perfect game for him to try and make me look bad."[49]

Former referee Tim Donaghy supported the claim that Javie had a longstanding hatred for Iverson in his book, Personal Foul: A First-Person Account of the Scandal that Rocked the NBA, which a Florida business group published through a self-publishing arm of Amazon.com[image: External link][50] after it was dropped by a division of Random House, who cited liability issues after reviewing the manuscript.[51]

In a December 2009 interview with 60 Minutes, Donaghy said he and fellow referees thought the punishment was too light. Before Iverson's Nuggets played the Utah Jazz[image: External link] on January 6, 2007, Donaghy said he and the two other officials working the game agreed not to give Iverson favorable calls as a way to "teach him a lesson". Iverson attempted 12 free throws, more than any other player on either team. On 12 drives to the basket, he drew five fouls, three of which Donaghy whistled himself, and did not receive a call on one play in which he was obviously fouled by Utah's Mehmet Okur.[52]

Iverson returned to Philadelphia on March 19, 2008 to a sell-out crowd and received a standing ovation in a 115–113 loss.[53]
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 Detroit Pistons and Memphis Grizzlies (2008–2009)




On November 3, 2008, Iverson was dealt from the Denver Nuggets[image: External link] to the Detroit Pistons[image: External link] for guard Chauncey Billups, forward Antonio McDyess and center Cheikh Samb.[54] Iverson, who had worn a #3 jersey his entire NBA career, switched to number 1 for the Pistons, which Billups previously wore for the team.

Iverson scored at least 24 in four of his first five games with Detroit (They won 3 of the 5),[55] and would score 20 or more and 6 or more assists on a consistent basis, but as the season wore on he would lose playing time to Rodney Stuckey. Some have speculated that Pistons President of Basketball Operations Joe Dumars[image: External link] did not envision a long-term role for Iverson on the team, but traded for him to make Stuckey the point guard of the future and free cap space with Iverson's expiring contract.[56]

On April 3, 2009, it was announced that Iverson would not play the remainder of the 2008–09 season. Dumars cited Iverson's ongoing back injury as the reason for his deactivation, although two days prior Iverson stated publicly that he'd rather retire than be moved to the bench as Pistons coach Michael Curry had decided.[57]

On September 10, 2009, Iverson signed a one-year contract with the Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link].[58] Iverson stated that "God chose Memphis as the place that I will continue my career", and that "I feel that they are committed to developing a winner."[59]

However, Iverson again expressed his displeasure at being a bench player,[60] and left the team on November 7, 2009 for "personal reasons".[61] On November 16, the Grizzlies announced the team terminated his contract by "mutual agreement".[62] Iverson played three games for the Grizzlies, averaging 12.3 ppg, 1.3 rpg, and 3.7 apg in 22.3 mpg.
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 Return to the 76ers (2009–2010)




On November 25, 2009, analyst Stephen A. Smith[image: External link] published on his blog a statement attributed to Iverson announcing plans for retirement, which also said, "I feel strongly that I can still compete at the highest level."[63]

Less than a week later on November 30, Iverson and his representatives met with a Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] delegation about returning to his former team,[64] and accepted a contract offer two days later. General manager Ed Stefanski[image: External link] declined to go into the terms of the agreement, but an unnamed source told the Associated Press that Iverson agreed to a one-year non-guaranteed contract at the league minimum salary. Iverson would receive a prorated portion of the $1.3 million minimum salary for players with at least 10 years of experience, and the contract would become guaranteed for the remainder of the 2009–10 season if he remained on the roster on January 8, 2010.[65] Stefanski said the team made the decision to pursue Iverson after starting guard Louis Williams suffered a broken jaw and was expected to miss at least 30 games.[66]

On December 7, 2009, Iverson made his return to Philadelphia, garnering a thunderous ovation from the sold-out crowd, in a loss against his former team, the Denver Nuggets.[67] He finished the game with 11 points, 6 assists, 5 rebounds, a steal, and no turnovers.[68] Iverson's first win in his return to Philadelphia came one week later, in a 20-point effort against the Golden State Warriors[image: External link], ending the Sixers' 12-game losing streak (which stood at 9 games before Iverson returned).[69] He shot 70 percent from the field in the game.[70]

On January 3, 2010, he returned to Denver to face the Nuggets; Iverson scored 17 points and had seven assists in the 108-105 win.[71] He was voted as a starter for the All-Star Game for the 11th straight season.[72] He scored a season-high 23 points (on 56% shooting from the field) in a 99-91 loss to Kobe Bryant and the defending champion Lakers.[73][74]

On February 22, 2010, Iverson left the 76ers indefinitely, citing the need to attend to his 4-year-old daughter Messiah's health issues.[75] On March 2, Ed Stefanski announced Iverson would not return to the 76ers for the rest of the season to deal with the personal matter.[76] His final NBA game was a loss against Derrick Rose and the Chicago Bulls on February 20, 2010.[77]
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 Beşiktaş (2010–2011)




On October 26, 2010, Yahoo! Sports reported that Iverson agreed in principle to a two-year, $4 million net income contract with Beşiktaş[image: External link], a Turkish Basketball League[image: External link] team competing in the second-tier level of pan-European professional basketball, the Eurocup[image: External link] (the competition below the Euroleague level).[78] The club announced the signing at a press conference in New York City, on October 29, 2010.[79] Wearing jersey #4,[80] Iverson made his debut for Beşiktaş on November 16, 2010, in a Eurocup 91-94 loss to Serbian side Hemofarm. Iverson scored 15 points in 23 minutes.[81]

Iverson returned to the United States in January 2011 for calf surgery.[82][83] He only played ten games for Beşiktaş that season, and did not play professional basketball after that.
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 Official retirement




In January 2013, Iverson received an offer to play for the Texas Legends[image: External link] of the NBA D-League, but he declined.[84]

On October 30, 2013, Iverson announced his retirement from basketball, citing he'd lost his desire to play.[85] At the 76ers 2013–14 season home opener that night, he received a standing ovation at the beginning of the second quarter. The retirement ceremony was attended by former Georgetown coach John Thompson and Sixers great Julius Erving[image: External link].[86] Iverson said he would always be a Sixer "until I die", and that while he always thought the day he retired would be a "tough" day, he instead stated it was rather a "happy" day.[85]

In November 2013, the 76ers announced that they would officially retire Iverson's number 3 in a special halftime ceremony on March 1, 2014 when the Sixers hosted the Washington Wizards.[87][88] The ceremony took place in front of 20,000 spectators and 76ers greats such as Julius Erving, Moses Malone, and former team president Pat Croce.[89]
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 National team career
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 1995 World University Games




Iverson was a member of the USA World University Games[image: External link] Team in Japan in 1995, that included future NBA stars Ray Allen and Tim Duncan, among others. Iverson led all USA players in scoring, assists, and steals, averaging 16.7 points per game, 6.1 assists per game, and 2.9 steals per game. He helped lead the team to an undefeated record en route to a 141-81 victory over the host country, Japan, for the gold medal.[90]
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 2003 FIBA Americas championship




Iverson was selected to be part of Team USA for the 2003 FIBA Americas Olympic Qualifying Tournament in Puerto Rico in August of that year. USA had a perfect 10–0 record, and won the gold medal as well as qualifying for a berth in the 2004 Olympics. Iverson started all eight games that he played in, and was second on the team with 14.3 points per game, while also posting 3.8 assists per game, 2.5 rebounds per game, 1.6 steals per game, and shooting 56.2 percent (41–73 FGs) from the field, 53.6 percent (15–28 3pt FGs) from 3-point and 81.0 percent (17–21 FTs) from the foul line.[91]

In the USA's 111–71 victory over Canada on August 25, he accounted for a USA Olympic Qualifying single game record 28 points and made a single game record seven 3-pointers. Playing just 23 minutes, he shot 10-for-13 overall, 7-for-8 from the 3-point line, 1-for-1 from the foul line and added three assists, three steals, and one rebound. All seven of his 3-point field goals were made during the final 7:41 of the third quarter.[92]

He finished the tournament ranked overall tied for 10th in scoring, tied for fourth in steals, fifth in 3-point percentage, tied for seventh in assists, and ninth in field goal percentage (.562). Iverson also missed the USA's final two games because of a sprained right thumb which was suffered in the first half of the August 28 Puerto Rico game. In a game against Puerto Rico, he recorded 9 points on 4-for-6 shooting from the field overall, and added five assists and three rebounds in 26 minutes of action in the USA's 101–74 exhibition game victory on August 17 in New York. He was also named to the 2003 USA Senior National Team on April 29, 2003.
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 NBA career statistics






	Legend



	  GP
	Games played
	  GS 
	Games started
	 MPG 
	Minutes per game



	 FG% 
	Field goal percentage
	 3P% 
	3-point field goal percentage
	 FT% 
	Free throw percentage



	 RPG 
	Rebounds per game
	 APG 
	Assists per game
	 SPG 
	Steals per game



	 BPG 
	Blocks per game
	 PPG 
	Points per game
	 Bold 
	Career high






	*
	Led the league
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 Regular season






	Year
	Team
	GP
	GS
	MPG
	FG%
	3P%
	FT%
	RPG
	APG
	SPG
	BPG
	PPG



	1996–97
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	76
	74
	40.1
	.418
	.341
	.702
	4.1
	7.5
	2.1
	.3
	23.5



	1997–98
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	80
	80
	39.4
	.461
	.298
	.729
	3.7
	6.2
	2.2
	.3
	22.0



	1998–99
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	48
	48
	41.5*
	.412
	.291
	.751
	4.9
	4.6
	2.3
	.1
	26.8*



	1999–00
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	70
	70
	40.8
	.421
	.341
	.713
	3.8
	4.7
	2.1
	.1
	28.4



	2000–01
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	71
	71
	42.0
	.420
	.320
	.814
	3.8
	4.6
	2.5*
	.3
	31.1*



	2001–02
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	60
	59
	43.7*
	.398
	.291
	.812
	4.5
	5.5
	2.8*
	.2
	31.4*



	2002–03
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	82*
	82*
	42.5*
	.414
	.277
	.774
	4.2
	5.5
	2.7*
	.2
	27.6



	2003–04
	Philadelphia
	48
	47
	42.5*
	.387
	.286
	.745
	3.7
	6.8
	2.4
	.1
	26.4



	2004–05
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	75
	75
	42.3
	.424
	.308
	.835
	4.0
	7.9
	2.4
	.1
	30.7*



	2005–06
	Philadelphia
	72
	72
	43.1*
	.447
	.323
	.814
	3.2
	7.4
	1.9
	.1
	33.0



	2006–07
	Philadelphia
	15
	15
	42.7*
	.413
	.226
	.885
	2.7
	7.3
	2.2
	.1
	31.2



	2006–07
	Denver[image: External link]
	50
	49
	42.4*
	.454
	.347
	.759
	3.0
	7.2
	1.8
	.2
	24.8



	2007–08
	Denver[image: External link]
	82*
	82*
	41.8*
	.458
	.345
	.809
	3.0
	7.1
	2.0
	.1
	26.4



	2008–09
	Denver[image: External link]
	3
	3
	41.0
	.450
	.250
	.720
	2.7
	6.7
	1.0
	.3
	18.7



	2008–09
	Detroit[image: External link]
	54
	50
	36.5
	.416
	.286
	.786
	3.1
	4.9
	1.6
	.1
	17.4



	2009–10
	Memphis[image: External link]
	3
	0
	22.3
	.577
	1.000
	.500
	1.3
	3.7
	.3
	.0
	12.3



	2009–10
	Philadelphia
	25
	24
	31.9
	.417
	.333
	.824
	3.0
	4.1
	.7
	.1
	13.9



	Career
	914
	901
	41.1
	.425
	.313
	.780
	3.7
	6.2
	2.2
	.2
	26.7



	All-Star
	9
	9
	26.6
	.414
	.667
	.769
	2.6
	6.2
	2.3
	.1
	14.4
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 Playoffs






	Year
	Team
	GP
	GS
	MPG
	FG%
	3P%
	FT%
	RPG
	APG
	SPG
	BPG
	PPG



	1999
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	8
	8
	44.8
	.411
	.283
	.712
	4.1
	4.9
	2.5
	.3
	28.5



	2000
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	10
	10
	44.4
	.384
	.308
	.739
	4.0
	4.5
	1.2
	.1
	26.2



	2001
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	22
	22
	46.2
	.389
	.338
	.774
	4.7
	6.1
	2.4
	.3
	32.9



	2002
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	5
	5
	41.8
	.381
	.333
	.810
	3.6
	4.2
	2.6
	.0
	30.0



	2003
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	12
	12
	46.4
	.416
	.345
	.737
	4.3
	7.4
	2.4
	.1
	31.7



	2005
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	5
	5
	47.6
	.468
	.414
	.897
	2.2
	10.0
	2.0
	.4
	31.2



	2007
	Denver[image: External link]
	5
	5
	44.6
	.368
	.294
	.806
	.6
	5.8
	1.4
	.0
	22.8



	2008
	Denver[image: External link]
	4
	4
	39.5
	.434
	.214
	.697
	3.0
	4.5
	1.0
	.3
	24.5



	Career
	71
	71
	45.1
	.401
	.327
	.764
	3.8
	6.0
	2.1
	.2
	29.7
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 Personal life




During the 1997 offseason, Iverson and his friends were stopped by a police officer for speeding late at night and was arrested for carrying a concealed weapon and for possession of marijuana. He pleaded no contest and was sentenced to community service.[93]

During the 2000 offseason, Iverson recorded a rap single called "40 Bars". However, after being criticized for its controversial lyrics, he eventually was unable to release it. Going under his moniker, Jewelz, the album was alleged to have made derogatory remarks about homosexuals. After criticism from activist groups and NBA Commissioner David Stern, he agreed to change the lyrics, but ultimately never released the album.[94]

In August 2001, he married his high school sweetheart Tawanna at The Mansion on Main Street in Voorhees, New Jersey.[95] In 2002, Iverson was alleged to have thrown Tawanna out of their home after a domestic dispute and later threatening two men with a gun while looking for her. All charges against him were later dropped after the judge cited lack of evidence with contradictory statements from witnesses.[96]

On February 24, 2004, Iverson urinated in a trash can at Bally's Atlantic City casino and was told by casino management not to return.[97]

On December 9, 2005, after the Sixers defeated the Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link], Iverson paid a late-night visit to the Trump Taj Mahal. After winning a hand at a three-card-stud poker table, Iverson was overpaid $10,000 in chips by a dealer. When the dealer quickly realized the mistake and requested the chips back, Iverson refused and a heated head-turning argument between him and casino staff began. Atlantic City casino regulations reportedly state that when a casino makes a payout mistake in favor of the gambler, he or she must return the money that they did not legitimately win by playing.[97]

Also in 2005, Iverson's bodyguard Jason Kane was accused of assaulting a man at a Washington, D. C. nightclub after the man, Marlin Godfrey, refused to leave the club's VIP section so Iverson's entourage could enter. Godfrey suffered a concussion, a ruptured eardrum, a burst blood vessel in his eye, a torn rotator cuff, cuts and bruises, and emotional distress. Although Iverson did not touch Godfrey himself, Godfrey sued Iverson for the injuries caused by his bodyguard. In 2007 a jury awarded Godfrey $260,000. The United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit upheld the verdict in 2009.[98]

On March 2, 2010, Iverson's wife filed for divorce, seeking custody of their five children, as well as child support and alimony payments.[95]

In August 2011, an Ohio man sued Iverson for $2.5 million in damages, claiming he was assaulted by Iverson's security guard in a 2009 bar fight in Detroit. The federal judge dismissed the case, finding no evidence that Iverson or his bodyguard struck the plaintiff, Guy Walker.[99]

On May 14, 2015, Iverson appeared on CBS This Morning in support of a Showtime Network documentary on his life, during which he addressed long-discussed rumors of financial struggles, denying any notion that he was struggling. "That's a myth. That's a rumor... The fact that I'm struggling in any part of my life", he said.[100]
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 Awards and honors




Main article: List of career achievements by Allen Iverson



	
Hall of Famer

	Class of 2016 – Individual





	
NBA Most Valuable Player[image: External link] – 2001


	Four-time NBA scoring champion[image: External link]


	11-time NBA All-Star


	Two-time NBA All-Star Game MVP


	7-time All-NBA


	Three-time NBA steals leader


	
NBA Rookie of the Year 1997


	Number 3 retired by the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
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 Filmography





	
Like Mike (2002) – as himself

	
Imagine That (2009) – as himself

	
My Other Home (TBA)
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 See also





	List of National Basketball Association career scoring leaders

	List of National Basketball Association career free throw scoring leaders

	List of National Basketball Association career assists leaders

	List of National Basketball Association career steals leaders

	List of National Basketball Association career turnovers leaders

	List of National Basketball Association career minutes played leaders

	List of National Basketball Association players with most points in a game

	List of National Basketball Association players with most steals in a game

	List of National Basketball Association single-game playoff scoring leaders

	List of National Basketball Association annual scoring leaders[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association annual minutes leaders
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Hampton, Virginia






Hampton is an independent city[image: External link] in the Commonwealth[image: External link] of Virginia[image: External link]. As of the 2010 census[image: External link], the population was 137,436.[6]

As one of the seven major cities that compose the Hampton Roads[image: External link] metropolitan area, it is on the southeastern end of the Virginia Peninsula[image: External link].

Hampton traces its history to the city's Old Point Comfort[image: External link], the home of Fort Monroe[image: External link] for almost 400 years, which was named by the 1607 voyagers, led by Captain Christopher Newport[image: External link], who first established Jamestown[image: External link] as an English[image: External link] colonial settlement. Since consolidation in 1952, Hampton has included the former Elizabeth City County[image: External link] and the incorporated town[image: External link] of Phoebus[image: External link], consolidating by mutual agreement.

After the end of the American Civil War[image: External link], historic Hampton University[image: External link] was established opposite from the town on the Hampton River[image: External link], providing an education for many newly-freed former slaves and for area Native Americans. In the 20th century, the area became the location of Langley Air Force Base[image: External link], NASA[image: External link] Langley Research Center[image: External link], and the Virginia Air and Space Center[image: External link]. Hampton features many miles of waterfront and beaches.

For residents and visitors alike, the city features a wide array of business and industrial enterprises, retail and residential areas, and historical sites. Most recently, the new Peninsula Town Center[image: External link] development opened in May 2010 on the site of the former Coliseum Mall. Located in the area adjacent to the Hampton Coliseum[image: External link] and the Convention Center, the new urbanism[image: External link]-type project features a wide mix of retail stores, housing and other attractions.[7] Development of new residential development and additional public facilities (such as the new fishing pier recently opened) are underway at Buckroe Beach[image: External link], long a noted resort area.[8]

Located on the Hampton Roads Beltway[image: External link], it hosts the Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel[image: External link] (HRBT) on Interstate 64[image: External link]. First opened in 1957, it was the world's first bridge-tunnel[image: External link], crossing the mouth of the Hampton Roads harbor, which serves as the gateway to the Chesapeake Bay[image: External link] and the Atlantic Ocean[image: External link] from the eastern United States' largest ice-free harbor and its tributary rivers. Expanded in the 1970s, the HRBT remains Virginia's busiest and deepest such facility.
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 History




See also: Timeline of Hampton, Virginia[image: External link]


In December 1606, three ships carrying men and boys left England on a mission sponsored by a proprietary company. Headed by Captain Christopher Newport[image: External link], they sailed across the Atlantic Ocean[image: External link] to North America. After a long voyage, they first landed at the entrance to the Chesapeake Bay[image: External link] on the south shore at a place they named Cape Henry[image: External link] (for Henry Frederick, Prince of Wales[image: External link], the elder son of their king).

During the first few days of exploration, they identified the site of Old Point Comfort[image: External link] (which they originally named "Point Comfort") as a strategic defensive location at the entrance to the body of water that became known as Hampton Roads[image: External link]. This is formed by the confluence[image: External link] of the Elizabeth[image: External link], Nansemond[image: External link], and James[image: External link] rivers. The latter is the longest river in Virginia.

Weeks later, on May 14, 1607, they established the first permanent English settlement in the present-day United States about 25 miles (40 km) further inland from the Bay which became the site of fortifications during the following 200 years.

Slightly south, near the entrance to Hampton River[image: External link], the colonists seized the Native American[image: External link] community of Kecoughtan[image: External link] under Virginia's Governor, Sir Thomas Gates[image: External link]. The colonists established their own small town, with a small Anglican church (known now as St. John's Episcopal Church)[image: External link], on July 9, 1610. This came to be known as part of Hampton. (Hampton claims to be the oldest continuously occupied English settlement in the United States).[9] Hampton was named for Henry Wriothesley, 3rd Earl of Southampton[image: External link], an important leader of the Virginia Company of London[image: External link], for whom the Hampton River[image: External link], Hampton Roads[image: External link] and Southampton County[image: External link] were also named. The area became part of Elizabeth Cittie[image: External link] [ sic[image: External link]] in 1619, Elizabeth River Shire[image: External link] in 1634, and was included in Elizabeth City County[image: External link] when it was formed in 1643. By 1680, the settlement was known as Hampton, and it was incorporated as a town in 1705 and became the seat of Elizabeth City County.

In the latter part of August 1619, an English ship flying a Dutch flag, the White Lion, appeared off shore from Point Comfort[image: External link]. Its cargo included 20 plus Africans captured from the slave ship[image: External link] Sao Joao Bautista. These were the first Africans to come ashore on English-occupied land in what would become the United States. John Rolfe[image: External link], the widower of Pocahontas[image: External link], wrote in a letter that he was at Point Comfort and witnessed the arrival of the first Africans. Although these first Bantu[image: External link] men from Angola[image: External link] were considered indentured servants[image: External link], their arrival marked the beginning of slavery[image: External link] in North America. Two of the first Africans to arrive at Old Point Comfort in 1619 were Antoney and Isabella. Their child, the first of African descent born in North America, was born baptized January 1624.

Shortly after the War of 1812[image: External link], the US Army built a more substantial stone facility at Old Point Comfort. It was called Fort Monroe[image: External link] in honor of President James Monroe[image: External link]. The new installation and adjacent Fort Calhoun (on a man-made island across the channel) were completed in 1834.

Fort Monroe, Hampton and the surrounding area played several important roles during the American Civil War[image: External link] (1861–1865). Although most of Virginia became part of the Confederate States of America[image: External link], Fort Monroe remained in Union[image: External link] hands. It became notable as a historic and symbolic site of early freedom for former slaves[image: External link] under the provisions of contraband[image: External link] policies and later the Emancipation Proclamation[image: External link]. After the War, former Confederate President, Jefferson Davis[image: External link] was imprisoned in the area now known as the Casemate Museum on the base.

To the south of Fort Monroe, the Town of Hampton had the misfortune to be burned during both the American Revolutionary War[image: External link] and the American Civil War[image: External link]. From the ruins of Hampton left by evacuating Confederates in 1861, "Contraband" slaves[image: External link] (formerly owned by Confederates and under a degree of Union protection) built the Grand Contraband Camp[image: External link], the first self-contained African American[image: External link] community in the United States. A number of modern-day Hampton streets retain their names from that community. The large number of contrabands who sought the refuge of Fort Monroe and the Grand Contraband Camp led to educational efforts which eventually included establishment of Hampton University[image: External link], site of the famous Emancipation Oak[image: External link].

The original site of the Native American's Kecoughtan Settlement was near the present site of a Hampton Roads Transit[image: External link] facility.[10] To the south of present-day Hampton, a small unrelated incorporated town[image: External link] also named Kecoughtan many years later and also located in Elizabeth City County was annexed by the city of Newport News in 1927. It is now part of that city's East End[image: External link].

Hampton was incorporated as a city in 1849.[1] On March 30, 1908, Hampton was separated from Elizabeth City County and became an independent city.[11] However, it remained the county seat[image: External link] and continued to share many services with the county. On July 1, 1952, following approval of voters of each locality by referendum, the city of Hampton, the incorporated town[image: External link] of Phoebus[image: External link] and Elizabeth City County merged into the independent city of Hampton.[11] It was the first of a series of political consolidations in the Hampton Roads[image: External link] region during the third quarter of the 20th century.
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 Fort Monroe




Fort Monroe is the largest stone fort in the United States. It is now a national park area.[12]
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 Modern military history




Hampton has a rich and extensive 20th-century military history — home of Langley Air Force Base, the nation's first military installation dedicated solely to airpower and the home of the U.S. Air Force's 633d Air Base Wing and 1st and 192nd Fighter Wings. Hampton has been a center of military aviation training, research and development for nearly a hundred years, from early prop planes and Zeppelins to rocket parts and advanced fighters. Its proximity to Norfolk means that Hampton has long been home to many Navy families. Together, many Air Force and Navy families in the Hampton area experienced significant losses in war and peacetime due to family members in combat and peacetime military accidents.
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 Langley AFB during the Vietnam War




In particular, during the Vietnam War, Langley Air Force Base was a designated 'waiting base' and thousands of Air Force families were transferred to Hampton from all over the world to wait while their husbands and fathers served in Vietnam. Thousands of Navy families associated with Naval bases in Norfolk next door also waited in Hampton during this era. Vietnam was a very high casualty war for Air Force and Navy pilots (some types of planes experienced a 50% casualty rate), and Naval "river rats" who fought on the rivers of the Mekong Delta experienced high casualties as well. There accumulated over time, in the Hampton area, a high concentration of families of unnaccounted for wartime casualties.[13] In many cases Hampton-stationed military families of "Missing in Action" or "Prisoner of War" pilots and sailors spent many years in the area waiting to find out what had happened to their missing or captured airmen and sailors. The service and, in some cases, sacrifice of these pilots, airmen, sailors and their families, despite not having lifelong connections to the area, are a poignant and inspiring part of Hampton's history.[13][14]
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 Geography




According to the United States Census Bureau[image: External link], the city has a total area of 136 square miles (350 km2), of which 51 square miles (130 km2) is land and 85 square miles (220 km2) (62.3%) is water.[15]
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 Adjacent counties and cities





	
York County, Virginia[image: External link] (north)

	
Poquoson, Virginia[image: External link] (northeast)

	
Norfolk, Virginia[image: External link] (south)

	
Newport News, Virginia (south and west)

	
Portsmouth, Virginia[image: External link] (south)

	
Northampton County, Virginia[image: External link] - (east)
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 Climate




Hampton's mild four season climate means outdoor activities can be enjoyed year round. The weather in Hampton is temperate and seasonal. Summers are hot and humid with cool evenings.[citation needed[image: External link]] The mean annual temperature is 70 °F (21 °C), with an average annual snowfall of 6 inches (150 mm) and an average annual rainfall of 47 inches (1,200 mm). No measurable snow fell in 1999. The wettest seasons are the spring and summer, although rainfall is fairly constant all year round. The highest recorded temperature was 105.0 °F (40.6 °C) in 1980. The lowest recorded temperature was −7.0 °F (−21.7 °C) on January 21, 1985[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Additionally, the geographic location of the city, with respect to the principal storm tracks, is especially favorable, as it is south of the average path of storms originating in the higher latitudes, and north of the usual tracks of hurricanes and other major tropical storms, with the exception of Hurricane Isabel[image: External link] in 2003.[16]



	Climate data for Norfolk International Airport[image: External link], Virginia (1981–2010 normals,[a] extremes 1874–present[b])



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	84

(29)
	82

(28)
	92

(33)
	97

(36)
	100

(38)
	102

(39)
	105

(41)
	105

(41)
	100

(38)
	95

(35)
	86

(30)
	82

(28)
	105

(41)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	71.1

(21.7)
	73.2

(22.9)
	80.2

(26.8)
	86.4

(30.2)
	91.4

(33)
	95.5

(35.3)
	97.8

(36.6)
	95.8

(35.4)
	92.1

(33.4)
	85.6

(29.8)
	78.7

(25.9)
	72.5

(22.5)
	98.8

(37.1)



	Average high °F (°C)
	48.1

(8.9)
	50.9

(10.5)
	58.2

(14.6)
	67.6

(19.8)
	75.4

(24.1)
	83.5

(28.6)
	87.4

(30.8)
	85.1

(29.5)
	79.3

(26.3)
	70.1

(21.2)
	61.1

(16.2)
	52.1

(11.2)
	68.3

(20.2)



	Average low °F (°C)
	32.7

(0.4)
	34.4

(1.3)
	40.5

(4.7)
	48.9

(9.4)
	57.9

(14.4)
	67.1

(19.5)
	71.9

(22.2)
	70.7

(21.5)
	65.3

(18.5)
	54.0

(12.2)
	44.6

(7)
	36.1

(2.3)
	52.1

(11.2)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	17.6

(−8)
	21.2

(−6)
	27.2

(−2.7)
	35.7

(2.1)
	45.7

(7.6)
	55.5

(13.1)
	63.1

(17.3)
	61.6

(16.4)
	53.7

(12.1)
	39.7

(4.3)
	30.5

(−0.8)
	21.7

(−5.7)
	15.2

(−9.3)



	Record low °F (°C)
	−3

(−19)
	2

(−17)
	14

(−10)
	23

(−5)
	36

(2)
	45

(7)
	54

(12)
	49

(9)
	40

(4)
	27

(−3)
	17

(−8)
	5

(−15)
	−3

(−19)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] inches (mm)
	3.40

(86.4)
	3.12

(79.2)
	3.68

(93.5)
	3.41

(86.6)
	3.41

(86.6)
	4.26

(108.2)
	5.14

(130.6)
	5.52

(140.2)
	4.76

(120.9)
	3.42

(86.9)
	3.15

(80)
	3.26

(82.8)
	46.53

(1,181.9)



	Average snowfall inches (cm)
	2.4

(6.1)
	2.0

(5.1)
	0.2

(0.5)
	trace
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	trace
	1.2

(3)
	5.8

(14.7)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.01 in)
	10.4
	9.5
	10.6
	10.1
	10.6
	9.9
	11.1
	10.1
	8.8
	7.6
	8.5
	9.8
	117.0



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.1 in)
	1.6
	1.3
	0.4
	0.1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0.6
	4.0



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%)
	66.3
	65.6
	64.6
	62.8
	68.8
	70.6
	73.3
	75.2
	74.4
	72.1
	68.5
	67.0
	69.1



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	171.5
	175.2
	229.3
	252.8
	271.7
	280.1
	278.3
	260.4
	231.4
	208.3
	175.7
	160.4
	2,695.1



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	56
	58
	62
	64
	62
	64
	62
	62
	62
	60
	57
	53
	61



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity and sun 1961–1990)[17][18][19]
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	787
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	1,848
	
	134.8%



	1870[image: External link]
	2,300
	
	24.5%



	1880[image: External link]
	2,684
	
	16.7%



	1890[image: External link]
	2,513
	
	−6.4%



	1900[image: External link]
	2,764
	
	10.0%



	1910[image: External link]
	5,505
	
	99.2%



	1920[image: External link]
	6,138
	
	11.5%



	1930[image: External link]
	6,382
	
	4.0%



	1940[image: External link]
	5,898
	
	−7.6%



	1950[image: External link]
	5,966
	
	1.2%



	1960[image: External link]
	89,258
	
	1,396.1%



	1970[image: External link]
	120,779
	
	35.3%



	1980[image: External link]
	122,617
	
	1.5%



	1990[image: External link]
	133,811
	
	9.1%



	2000[image: External link]
	146,437
	
	9.4%



	2010[image: External link]
	137,436
	
	−6.1%



	Est. 2016
	135,410
	[20]
	−1.5%



	U.S. Decennial Census[21]

1790-1960[22] 1900-1990[23]

1990-2000[24] 2010-2013[6]




As of the census[image: External link][25] of 2010, there were 137,436 people, 53,887 households, and 35,888 families residing in the city. The population density[image: External link] was 2,828.0 people per square mile (1,091.9/km²). There were 57,311 housing units at an average density of 1,106.8 per square mile (427.3/km²). The racial makeup of the city was 49.6% Black[image: External link] or African American[image: External link], 2.2% Asian[image: External link], 0.4% Native American[image: External link], 0.1% Pacific Islander[image: External link], 42.7% White[image: External link],1.3% from other races[image: External link], and 3.7% from two or more races. 4.5% of the population were Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race.

There were 53,887 households out of which 32.5% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 46.2% were married couples living together, 16.4% had a female householder with no husband present, and 33.4% were non-families. 26.6% of all households were made up of individuals and 7.9% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.49 and the average family size was 3.02.

The age distribution is 24.2% under the age of 18, 12.6% from 18 to 24, 32.5% from 25 to 44, 20.4% from 45 to 64, and 10.3% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 34 years. For every 100 females there were 98.3 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 96.6 males.

Population update: estimated population in July 2002: 145,921 (-0.4% change) Males: 72,579 (49.6%), Females: 73,858 (50.4%) Source[image: External link]

The Census estimate for 2005 shows that the city's population was down slightly to more, 145,579.[26]

The median income for a household in the city was $39,532, and the median income for a family was $46,110. Males had a median income of $31,666 versus $24,578 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the city was $19,774. About 8.8% of families and 11.3% of the population were below the poverty line[image: External link], including 15.9% of those under age 18 and 8.6% of those age 65 or over.
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 Media




Hampton's daily newspaper is the Newport News-based Daily Press[image: External link]. Other papers include Norfolk's The Virginian-Pilot[image: External link], Port Folio Weekly[image: External link], the New Journal and Guide[image: External link], and the Hampton Roads Business Journal[image: External link].[27] Hampton Roads Magazine serves as a bi-monthly regional magazine for Hampton and the Hampton Roads[image: External link] area.[28] Hampton Roads Times serves as an online magazine for all the Hampton Roads cities and counties. Hampton is served by a variety of radio stations on the AM and FM dials, with towers located around the Hampton Roads[image: External link] area.[29]

Hampton is also served by several television stations. The Hampton Roads designated market area[image: External link] (DMA) is the 42nd largest in the U.S. with 712,790 homes (0.64% of the total U.S.).[30] The major network television affiliates are WTKR-TV[image: External link] 3 ( CBS[image: External link]), WAVY[image: External link] 10 ( NBC[image: External link]), WVEC-TV[image: External link] 13 ( ABC[image: External link]), WGNT[image: External link] 27 ( CW[image: External link]), WTVZ[image: External link] 33 ( MyNetworkTV[image: External link]), WVBT[image: External link] 43 ( Fox[image: External link]), and WPXV[image: External link] 49 (ION Television[image: External link]). The Public Broadcasting Service[image: External link] station is WHRO-TV[image: External link] 15. Hampton residents also can receive independent stations, such as WSKY[image: External link] broadcasting on channel 4 from the Outer Banks of North Carolina and WGBS-LD[image: External link] broadcasting on channel 11. Hampton is served by Verizon FiOS[image: External link] and Cox Cable[image: External link].
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 Culture
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 Sports




Hampton is home to the Peninsula Pilots[image: External link] of the Coastal Plain League[image: External link], a collegiate summer baseball league[image: External link]. The Pilots play at War Memorial Stadium[image: External link] in Hampton. The team began playing in Hampton in the 1980s.
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 Colleges and universities





	Hampton University[image: External link]

	Thomas Nelson Community College[image: External link]

	
Bryant and Stratton College[image: External link] has a branch campus at the Peninsula Town Center.



Public universities that are outside but near Hampton include Christopher Newport University[image: External link], Old Dominion University[image: External link], Norfolk State University[image: External link], and The College of William and Mary[image: External link].[31][32][33][34][35][36]
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 Major neighborhoods





	Aberdeen Gardens[image: External link]

	Buckroe Beach[image: External link]

	Farmington[image: External link]

	Fox Hill[image: External link]

	Hampton Woods[image: External link]

	Northampton[image: External link]

	Newmarket[image: External link]

	Phoebus[image: External link]

	Victoria Boulevard Historic District[image: External link]

	Wythe[image: External link]
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 Points of interest





	Air Power Park[image: External link]

	Bluebird Gap Farm[image: External link]

	Buckroe Beach[image: External link]

	Downtown Hampton Historic District[image: External link]

	Emancipation Oak[image: External link]

	
Fort Monroe[image: External link]

	Chapel of the Centurion[image: External link]





	Fort Wool[image: External link]

	Hampton Coliseum[image: External link]

	Hampton National Cemetery[image: External link]

	Langley Air Force Base[image: External link]

	Langley Speedway[image: External link]

	
NASA[image: External link]–Langley Research Center[image: External link]


	National Institute of Aerospace[image: External link]

	Old Point Comfort[image: External link]

	Peninsula Town Center[image: External link]

	Strawberry Banks[image: External link]

	St. John's Church[image: External link]

	Veterans Affairs Medical Center[image: External link]

	Virginia Air and Space Center[image: External link]

	War Memorial Stadium[image: External link]
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in Hampton Roads[image: External link]
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 Roads and Highways




In the Hampton Roads region, water crossings are a major issue for land-based transportation. The city is fortunate to have a good network of local streets and bridges to cross the various rivers and creeks. Many smaller bridges, especially those along Mercury Boulevard[image: External link], were named to honor the original NASA astronauts, who had trained extensively at NASA's Langley facilities.

The city is located contiguously to the neighboring independent cities of both Newport News and Poquoson. Many roads and streets are available to travel between them. Likewise, Williamsburg, Yorktown and the counties of James City and York are also located nearby in the Peninsula subregion, and many roads lead to them.

To reach most of its other neighbors in the South Hampton Roads[image: External link] subregion, it is necessary to cross the harbor and/or the mouth of the James River[image: External link]. There are 3 major motor vehicle crossings. Among these are the Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel[image: External link] (HRBT) and the Monitor-Merrimac Memorial Bridge-Tunnel[image: External link] (MMMBT), each forming part of the Hampton Roads Beltway[image: External link]. The HRBT is located on Interstate 64[image: External link] near downtown Hampton and the MMMBT is a few miles away on Interstate 664[image: External link] near downtown Newport News. (These two major interstates converge in Hampton near the Hampton Coliseum[image: External link]). The third crossing option is the James River Bridge[image: External link], also in Newport News, which connects to Isle of Wight County[image: External link] and the town of Smithfield[image: External link].

Hampton is also served by several major primary and secondary highways. These notably include U.S. Routes 17[image: External link], 60[image: External link] and 258[image: External link], and Virginia State Routes 134[image: External link] and 143[image: External link].
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 Local and regional public transportation




The Hampton Transit Center, located 2 West Pembroke Boulevard, at the intersection of King Street, close to the downtown area, offers a hub for local and intercity public transportation. It hosts HRT buses, Greyhound/Trailways services and taxicabs.

Hampton Roads Transit[image: External link] (HRT) is the local provider of transit service within the city, as well offering a regional bus system with routes to and from seven other cities in Hampton Roads[image: External link].[37]
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 Intercity bus service




Intercity bus service[image: External link] is provided by Greyhound Lines[image: External link] and its Carolina Trailways affiliate. The buses serve the Hampton Transit Center. Low cost curbside intercity bus service is also provided by Megabus[image: External link], with service to Richmond, Washington, D.C., Baltimore, and Philadelphia.
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 Amtrak




Hampton is served by several Amtrak[image: External link] trains a day, with direct service from a station in nearby Newport News (on Warwick Boulevard[image: External link] just west of Mercury Boulevard) through Williamsburg and Richmond[image: External link] to points along the Northeast Corridor[image: External link] from Washington DC through Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York City all the way to Boston. At Richmond, connections can be made for other Amtrak destinations nationwide.
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 Air




Hampton is served by two commercial airports. Newport News/Williamsburg International Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: PHF) is located in Newport News, and Norfolk International Airport[image: External link] ( IATA[image: External link]: ORF,  ICAO[image: External link]: KORF,  FAA[image: External link] LID[image: External link]: ORF), is located across the harbor in Norfolk. Both are located along portions of Interstate 64[image: External link].

The primary airport for the Virginia Peninsula is the Newport News/Williamsburg International Airport located nearby in Newport News. Originally known as Patrick Henry Field (hence its airline code letters "PHF"), it was built on the site of Camp Patrick Henry, formerly a World War II facility. It is one of the fastest growing airports in the country, and it reported having served 1,058,839 passengers in 2005. The airport recently added a fourth airline carrier, Frontier Airlines, becoming the first new airline to come to the region in over eight years, despite the economic recession conditions. 2010 will likely be the busiest year by passenger count in the airport's history.[38]

The larger Norfolk International Airport[image: External link] (often known locally by its code letters "ORF") also serves the region. The ORF airport is located near the Chesapeake Bay, along the city limits between Norfolk[image: External link] and Virginia Beach[image: External link].[39] Seven airlines provide nonstop services to twenty five destinations. During a recent year, ORF had 3,703,664 passengers take off or land at its facility and 68,778,934 pounds of cargo were processed through its facilities.[40]

The Chesapeake Regional Airport[image: External link] provides general aviation[image: External link] services. It is located in South Hampton Roads in the independent city of Chesapeake.[41]
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 Notable people





	American history




	
James Armistead[image: External link], America's first African American spy, provided the information to the Continental Army that Cornwallis was headed to Yorktown in 1781. This led to the forced surrender of Cornwallis.

	
Samuel Chapman Armstrong[image: External link], Union general in American Civil War[image: External link]; founder of Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute[image: External link], later Hampton University[image: External link]


	
James Barron[image: External link], U.S. Navy commodore[image: External link], captain of frigate USS  Chesapeake[image: External link].

	
Jefferson Davis[image: External link], president of the Confederate States of America[image: External link], imprisoned in a casemate at Fort Monroe[image: External link] after the American Civil War[image: External link]


	
Evelyn Grubb[image: External link], POW[image: External link] wife, author, co-founder and National President of the National League of Families[image: External link] [13][42]


	
Booker Taliaferro Washington[image: External link] (commonly known as Booker T Washington), founder of Tuskegee Institute[image: External link], educator, author, African-American statesman

	
George Robert Watkins[image: External link], politician, member of Pennsylvania State Senate[image: External link] and United States Congress[image: External link]


	
George Wythe[image: External link], classical scholar, first law professor in U.S., mayor of Williamsburg[image: External link], attorney general of Virginia Colony[image: External link], Continental Congress[image: External link] member, speaker of the state assembly, a framer of the federal Constitution[image: External link]





	Music




	
Robert Nathaniel Dett[image: External link], notable composer, pianist, choir director, educator, administrator at Hampton Institute[image: External link]; a founder of United Service Organization[image: External link]


	
Steve Earle[image: External link], popular country-rock musician and songwriter

	
Jeff Parker[image: External link], experimental jazz and rock guitarist in the Chicago-based post-rock group Tortoise

	
Jerry Roush[image: External link], vocalist known for his time in Sky Eats Airplane[image: External link], Of Mice and Men[image: External link], and Glass Cloud[image: External link]


	
DeVante Swing[image: External link] and Mr. Dalvin[image: External link], of the R&B group Jodeci[image: External link]


	
Victor Wooten[image: External link], bassist[image: External link] for the Grammy Award[image: External link] winning "Blu-Bop" group Béla Fleck and the Flecktones[image: External link]


	
Weldon Irvine[image: External link], composer, pianist

	
D.R.A.M.[image: External link], rapper, artist




	Science




	
Roy F. Brissenden[image: External link], World War II pilot, physicist, aeronautical engineer, mechanical engineer, teacher, inventor, project leader at Hampton, Langley Research Center NACA[image: External link]/ NASA[image: External link]


	
Mary Jackson[image: External link], engineer and mathematician who contributed to America's aeronautics and space programs

	
Katherine Johnson[image: External link], physicist, space scientist, and mathematician who contributed to America's aeronautics and space programs

	
Christopher C. Kraft, Jr.[image: External link], aeronautical engineer; administrator at Hampton, Langley Research Center NACA[image: External link] / NASA[image: External link]; flight director of the space program

	
Anne Rudloe[image: External link], U.S. marine biologist




	Sports




	
Robert Banks[image: External link], Linebacker[image: External link]/defensive end[image: External link]; national high school player of the year by the Columbus, Ohio[image: External link] Touchdown Club in 1982

	
Tajh Boyd[image: External link], professional football player

	
Elton Brown[image: External link], offensive lineman[image: External link] of the Arizona Cardinals[image: External link]


	
Jim Burrow[image: External link], defensive back[image: External link] for the Green Bay Packers[image: External link]


	
Steve Cardenas[image: External link], Brazilian jiu-jitsu[image: External link] martial artist[image: External link] & actor[image: External link] who starred as Rocky DeSantos[image: External link]; Red Ape Ninja Ranger and Zeo Ranger III Blue.

	
Ronald Curry[image: External link], professional football player for the Oakland Raiders[image: External link], former Hampton High School[image: External link] star football quarterback[image: External link]


	
La'Keshia Frett[image: External link], former WNBA[image: External link] basketball player; led Phoebus High School[image: External link] to state championship in 1992

	
Shaun Gayle[image: External link], special teams captain of the 1985 Super Bowl[image: External link] champion Chicago Bears[image: External link] football team, and played with the San Diego Chargers[image: External link]


	
Marques Hagans[image: External link], quarterback/wide receiver[image: External link] with the St. Louis Rams[image: External link]


	
Chris Hanburger[image: External link], popular Washington Redskins[image: External link] player in the 1970s and member of the Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link]


	
Michael Husted[image: External link], former professional football player for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link], former Hampton High School[image: External link] placekicker[image: External link]


	
Allen Iverson, all-star basketball player for the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]


	
Jerod Mayo[image: External link], NFL[image: External link] linebacker[image: External link] for the New England Patriots[image: External link]


	
Art Price[image: External link], professional football player for the Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]


	
Dwight Stephenson[image: External link], professional football player for the Miami Dolphins[image: External link] and member of the Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link]


	
John Sturdivant[image: External link], professional football player

	
Tyrod Taylor[image: External link], professional football quarterback for the Buffalo Bills[image: External link]


	
Mike Tomlin[image: External link], professional football coach for the Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]


	
Michael Vick[image: External link], professional football player for the Atlanta Falcons[image: External link] 2001-2006, Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link] 2009-2013, New York Jets[image: External link] 2014, Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link] 2015–present

	
Jimmy F. Williams[image: External link], professional football player for the Atlanta Falcons[image: External link]


	
Xavier Adibi[image: External link], former professional football linebacker[image: External link]





	Other




	
David Funderburk[image: External link], U.S. Ambassador to Romania, U.S. Congressman

	
Oz Scott[image: External link], director

	
Jean Yokum[image: External link], president of Langley Federal Credit Union[image: External link]
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 Sister cities




Hampton has four sister cities[image: External link]:[43][44]


	
Southampton[image: External link], England, United Kingdom

	
Vendôme[image: External link], Loir-et-Cher[image: External link], France

	
Pietermaritzburg[image: External link], South Africa

	
Anyang, Gyeonggi[image: External link], South Korea
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 See also





	List of Mayors of Hampton, Virginia[image: External link]

	List of famous people from Hampton Roads[image: External link]

	List of athletes from Hampton Roads[image: External link]

	Buckroe Beach[image: External link]

	Bluebird Gap Farm[image: External link]

	
Hampton Roads[image: External link] (many regional aspects covered)

	Old Point Comfort[image: External link]

	National Register of Historic Places listings in Hampton, Virginia[image: External link]

	Virginia Peninsula[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Mean monthly maxima and minima (i.e. the expected highest and lowest temperature readings at any point during the year or given month) calculated based on data at said location from 1981 to 2010.


	
^ Official records for Norfolk kept January 1874 to December 1945 at the Weather Bureau Office in downtown, and at Norfolk Int'l since January 1946. For more information, see Threadex[image: External link]
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Bethel High School (Virginia)






Bethel High School is a public[image: External link] high school[image: External link] located in the northeastern section of Hampton, Virginia[image: External link], United States[image: External link]. Bethel is the third of four public high schools in Hampton along with Kecoughtan[image: External link], Hampton[image: External link], and Phoebus[image: External link].



TOP
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 History




Bethel High School was built in 1968 to handle the overflow of Hampton High School and Kecoughtan High School students. Since the school board liked the Kecoughtan High School floor plan, Bethel's floor plan was designed similarly, with only a couple of differences (e.g., the courtyard and the 900 hallways). Bethel was named after the area of Bethel and also after the Civil War battle of Big Bethel. Since the school was in a rural location at the time, Bethel had the biggest school zone in the city. Most residents from Langley Field[image: External link] heading west toward the city of Newport News were all zoned for Bethel. Today the school is still considered the highest-populated school and still has the biggest zone in the city of Hampton.


	In 2009 Bethel became the first high school in America to ever have its own arena racing[image: External link] team. The school partnered with Hampton Roads Racing in an effort to raise student involvement, provide mentorship opportunities, and improve graduation rates.

	In 2010, Phenix School (K-8) opened behind Bethel High, making Phenix and Bethel a shared campus.

	In late 2010, during winter break, the school began a remodeling project. Promethean boards were installed in all classrooms. The gym got a complete make over with a new finish and logo on the floor. In June 2011, new light fixtures were installed and the ceiling was lowered. Many of the classrooms have been repainted, and the awnings in the courtyard and main entrance/bus loading zone have been replaced.
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 Feeder pattern





	Aberdeen Elementary School

	Burbank Elementary

	Forest Elementary

	Kraft Elementary

	Machen Elementary

	Phenix PreK-8 (Attached to the Bethel High campus)

	Philips Elementary

	Tarrant elementary school

	Tucker-Capps Fundamental School

	Davis Middle School

	Eaton Fundamental Middle School

	Jones Magnet Middle School

	Spratley Gifted Center

	Phoenix Middle School
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 Demographics




Student Ethnicity Source: VA Dept. of Education, 2004-2005 Ethnicity This School State Average


	Black 64% 60%

	White, non-Hispanic 12% 27%

	Hispanic 2% 7%

	Asian/Pacific Islander 2% 5%

	American Indian/Alaska Native <1% <1%
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 Athletics




Bethel's athletic teams are nicknamed "Bruins" after UCLA[image: External link], and the school colors of green and gold are adopted from the Green Bay Packers[image: External link].

The school won three football state championships in 1974, 1976 and 1993.

Former NBA superstar Allen Iverson led Bethel to state championships in both basketball and football. He was drafted first overall by the Philadelphia 76ers in the 1996 NBA Draft. Iverson is a four-time NBA scoring champion, an 11-time NBA All-Star, and the 2001 NBA MVP. In 2003, Bethel honored the former Bruin by retiring his high school basketball jersey.

Mike London[image: External link], former head football coach at the University of Virginia[image: External link], is a 1979 Bethel High School graduate. London won the NCAA I-AA National Championship as head coach at University of Richmond in 2008.

In the 2005-2006 basketball season the Bethel varsity basketball team enjoyed an undefeated regular season (27-0), number two ranking in the state and was led by Coach Craig Brehon and power forwards Duke Crews (All-American) and Jamel McLean[image: External link]. Crews attended the University of Tennessee[image: External link] where he had some health issues. McLean attended Xavier University[image: External link] in Ohio. He went undrafted in 2011 and eventually signed with the Leuven Bears[image: External link] of Belgium for the 2011–12 season. He now plays for the Italian club Emporio Armani Milano[image: External link].

It also has a successful track team who captured back to back state titles in 2005 and 2006. The boys track team attained a national championship in the 4x200 and 4x400 meter relays in 2007 and defended its 4x400 title in 2008. Individually its Francena Mccorory who broke the national 400 meter record indoor as well as the 300 meters and Ja-Vell Bullard who won two state titles in the 500 and 300 and also 400 meters in indoor and outdoor nationals. Both have graduated with McCorory going to Hampton University[image: External link] and Bullard to George Mason University[image: External link]

Nathan Schy also won the 1998 AAA wrestling state championship.

Bethel Football enjoyed a Cinderella story for the 2007 season. Under 1st year coach Jeff Nelson and led by the performances of RB Jontel Evans, DB Marcus Cooperwood, and QB Aris Mcglone-English, the Bruins stunned the Peninsula District by enjoying a 9-1 regular season, which its only loss came courtesy of crosstown rival and defending state champion Phoebus High School[image: External link]. They also beat Hampton High School[image: External link] for the first time since 1992. They defeated Ocean Lakes High School[image: External link] in the quarterfinals of the regional playoffs 23-6. The next week at national powerhouse Oscar Smith High School, The Bruins magical season came to an end with 39-3 defeat.

In the 2007-2008 school year, the Varsity basketball team welcomed Mbai Goto Olivier, David Keyba Baroum, and Ali Abdou Djim from the war-torn nation of Chad[image: External link]. Before the VHSL season began, all three had committed to Division 1-A[image: External link] schools, with Olivier headed to Clemson[image: External link], Djim to attend Duquesne University[image: External link], and Baroum to play for La Salle[image: External link].

The Varsity Basketball team (30-2),coached by Bethel's Dean of Boys Craig Brehon, came up just short of the VHSL state championship title against T.C. Williams High School[image: External link] on March 14.

The Bruins also have the most competitive Varsity baseball team in the peninsula district, who made it to the state finals for the first time in team history in 2008. For football's amazing success, to basketball's triumph all the way to the state game, and baseball massive run to a state finals berth, to also the great run from the boys track team each led by senior leaders Marcus Cooperwood, Bill Weaver, Kizuku Scott, and Javell Bullard, the 40th anniversary was indeed a great one for Bethel in 2008.

The Varsity Cheerleading team also captured titles during their 2007-2008, 2008–2009, and 09-10 seasons. They were named the back to back Peninsula District Champions, Eastern Region Champions, and placed third in the AAA State Competition during the 2008-2009 season. They have worked for another Eastern Region title, and placed first for a "threepeat" at the Peninsula District Competition held on October 17, 2009.

The Bethel Lady Bruin Tennis Team of 2009/2010 became the first team in the history of the school to win the Eastern District Championship.
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 Extracurriculars
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 Army JROTC




As well as excelling in basketball and football, Bethel is also home to the largest and most accomplished Junior ROTC[image: External link] unit in Virginia. The Army JROTC Bruin Brigade has for the past decade fielded the top Marksmanship Team and Raiders Team at any level, and consistently one of the best Drill Teams and Honor guards of Southeast Virginia. As well, the Brigade has achieved some of the highest scores possible during Regional Formal Inspections. These three year inspections test an Army JROTC unit in all areas, and gauge its overall proficiency as a unit.

The Bruin Brigade Marksmanship Team (known locally as "The Rifle Team"), with assistance from Lafayette Gun Club in adjacent York County[image: External link], has dominated the local Old Dominion Junior Rifle League, and has been invited to compete nationally twice. The Bethel Bruin Marksmanship Team was denied the opportunity to compete, however, due to administrative decision.[citation needed[image: External link]] The team has sent at least one marksman to a Division 1 NCAA School (Air Force[image: External link]), and at least one more shooter likely to gain a scholarship in the near future.

The Raiders Team has seen both rough and good times, but as of 2005, it officially became the top Army team in Southeast Virginia. It has seen a chain of consistently strong leadership, and has produced several United States Air Force Academy[image: External link], Virginia Military Institute[image: External link], and Virginia Tech[image: External link] officer candidates, as well as a large number of enlisted in all branches. Those who have graduated from the aforementioned military schools have been awarded pilot, infantry, and special forces assignments.
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 Professional education




Bethel's AJROTC and athletic achievements are supported by a number of programs specifically tailored by the administration toward education in commercial activities. Projects like the FIRM, a large base of business classes, Governor's School opportunities offering college credit, fashion programs, and other such university style programs allow students to pursue a course in high school similar to their expected college major.
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 Bruin Band




In January 2006, the Bethel High School Marching Band was selected to march in the Governor's Inaugural in Williamsburg[image: External link], the only band in the district to receive that honor. In addition, the marching band was selected to participate in the 2008 Konica Minolta Gator Bowl[image: External link] halftime show in Jacksonville, Florida[image: External link], as well as in the 2007 Chick-fil-A Bowl[image: External link] in Atlanta, Georgia[image: External link]. At the 2007 District Band Festival, the Concert Band earned their first Superior rating in over thirty years, and the Symphonic Band earned an Excellent rating, their first in a decade. In May 2007, the Concert and Jazz Bands swept the "Music in the Parks" competition in Cleveland, Ohio[image: External link], with addition of the best solo played by Becky Paul on Flugelhorn. The 2007 marching band season gave spectators flashbacks of Elvis Presley[image: External link], Dean Martin[image: External link], Minnie Riperton[image: External link], and Tom Jones[image: External link] with a "Las Vegas" themed show. In November 2008, the Superior rated Jazz Combo was hand picked and performed at The Williamsburg Lodge for the Virginia Department of Education. The Bruin Concert Band earned a Superior rating for the second straight year on Wednesday, March 12, 2008. In the year of 2008-09, the Bethel Bruin Band has gone through another season of marching with the theme of Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory[image: External link]. The band was successful at getting first place overall for class III in the Granby "Comet Classic" Competition at Old Dominion University[image: External link], as well as the Landstown High School Marching Competition. The Concert Band participated in the District VIII Band Festival at Woodside High School[image: External link] in Newport News, Virginia on March 12, 2009 and received an 'Excellent' rating. From August 2005 until April 2009, the Bruin Band was under the direction of Mr. Chris Murray. It is now under the direction of Mr. Jerry Lancaster, who has been teaching at Bethel from 2009–present.

In the 2012-2013 school year, the band was awarded its first ever Virginia State Honor Band award, meaning that the band scored a Superior rating in both VBODA State Marching Assessment and District Band Festival with their highest group, the first time ever in school history. In the 2013-2014 school year, they received a Superior rating at VBODA State Marching Assessment with their show, a tribute to "Little Shop of Horrors," and the symphonic band received straight 'Superior' ratings at the District VIII Band Festival, marking the second time in school history that it has received Virginia Honor Band.
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 Notable alumni





	
Chris Ellis[image: External link], practice team member for the Pittsburgh Steelers[image: External link]


	
James Gayle[image: External link], former Virginia Tech football player.

	
Shaun Gayle[image: External link], captain of the 1985 Super Bowl Champion Chicago Bears[image: External link] football team.

	
Jerry Holmes[image: External link], Former Head Football Coach at Hampton University[image: External link]


	
Brian Hubble[image: External link], Artist

	
Allen Iverson (transferred, class of 1993), former NBA player, class of 2016 Basketball Hall of Fame

	
Todd Kelly[image: External link], Former NFL football player

	
Mike London[image: External link], former Head Football Coach at the University of Virginia[image: External link]


	
Francena McCorory[image: External link], Olympic Gold Medal Winner in the 4 × 400 m relay at the 2012 Summer Olympics in London, and again in Rio de Janeiro during the 2016 Summer Olympics.

	
Jimmy Williams[image: External link], NFL player
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NBA Draft






The NBA draft is an annual event dating back to 1947 in which the thirty teams from the National Basketball Association (NBA) can draft[image: External link] players who are eligible[image: External link] and wish to join the league. These are typically college basketball[image: External link] players, but international players are also eligible to be drafted. College players who have finished their four-year college eligibility are automatically eligible for selection, while the underclassmen[image: External link] have to declare their eligibility and give up their remaining college eligibility. International players who are at least 23 years old are automatically eligible for selection, while the players younger than 22 have to declare their eligibility. Players who are not automatically eligible but have declared their eligibility are often called "early-entrants" or "early-entry candidates". The draft usually takes place at the end of June, during the NBA offseason. Since 1989, the draft has consisted of two rounds; this is much shorter than the entry drafts of the other major professional sports leagues in the United States and Canada[image: External link], all of which run at least seven rounds. Sixty players are selected in each draft. No player may sign with the NBA until he has been eligible for at least one draft.[1]

In the past, high school players were also eligible to be selected[image: External link]. However, starting in the 2006 draft, high school players were not eligible to enter the draft directly after graduating from high school. The rules now state that high school players will gain eligibility for draft selection one year after their high school graduation, and they must also be at least 19 years old as of the end of the calendar year of the draft. Some players have chosen to use that year to play professionally overseas for example, such as Brandon Jennings[image: External link] (Italy) or Emmanuel Mudiay[image: External link] (China). Thon Maker[image: External link] was eligible despite not going to college because he chose to undertake a postgraduate year, so he was technically one year removed from graduation.
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 Draft selection process




Main article: Eligibility for the NBA draft[image: External link]


Some players must be at least 19 years of age during the calendar year of the draft, and a player who completed basketball eligibility at an American high school must also be at least one year removed from the graduation of his high school class. Restrictions exist on players signing with sports agents[image: External link] and on declaring for, then withdrawing, from drafts—although most of them are enforced by the NCAA[image: External link] rather than the NBA. There had been only 44 draftees from high school to college to play in the NBA[image: External link] throughout this process. Any players who are not an "international player", must be at least one year out of the graduation of his high school class in order for them to qualify for the upcoming draft. Not many high school players went directly to the NBA draft for almost 20 years after Darryl Dawkins[image: External link] in 1975 because of the exposure of the college games.

In the early years of the draft, teams would select players until they ran out of prospects. The 1960 and 1968 drafts went 21 rounds. By 1974, it had stabilized to 10 rounds, which held up until 1985[image: External link], when the draft was shortened to seven rounds. By agreement with the National Basketball Players Association[image: External link], the drafts from 1989 onward have been limited to two rounds, which gives undrafted players the chance to try out for any team.[2]

From 2009 through 2015, the college underclassmen had until the day before the April signing period to withdraw their name from the draft and retain NCAA eligibility. Beginning in 2016, players could enter the draft and participate in the NBA Draft Combine[image: External link] multiple times and retain NCAA eligibility by withdrawing from the draft within 10 days after the end of the mid-May NBA draft combine.[3]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Globalization of the draft




The NBA draft has been dominated by collegiate players since the draft was put in place in 1950. In more recent years high school seniors have also had a large impact on the draft. These include players like Kobe Bryant, Lebron James[image: External link], Kevin Garnett, Dwight Howard[image: External link], Tracy Mcgrady[image: External link] and Amar'e Stoudemire. However, because of the new age requirement put in place in 2005, high school seniors are no longer eligible for the draft, unless they were declared as postgraduates by the NBA, which would not happen until 2015 with Indian[image: External link] prospect Satnam Singh Bhamara[image: External link] in the second round and again in 2016 with South Sudanese–Australian prospect Thon Maker[image: External link] in the first round.
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 Selecting foreign players




Foreign players have made a large impact on how teams are now drafting. When the draft began, foreign players were not selected. As the years progressed, things began to change and a few international players were selected. The first foreign player, in the sense of being a national of a country other than the U.S., to be chosen first overall in the draft was Bahamian[image: External link] Mychal Thompson in 1978. However, Thompson's selection was not a true harbinger of the game's globalization, as he had spent much of his childhood in Florida[image: External link], and had played college basketball at Minnesota[image: External link]. One of the first foreign players selected in the draft to play in the NBA was Manute Bol[image: External link] out of the Sudan in 1983 in the 5th round by the San Diego Clippers. Bol's selection was later deemed ineligible by the NBA. Two years later Bol was drafted again by the NBA this time out of Division II University of Bridgeport[image: External link] in 1985 as the 31st pick overall in the second round. Although Bol did not have a stellar career, he is known for being one of the tallest players ever to play the game at 7 feet and 7 inches. He holds the record for being the tallest player ever to hit a 3-point field goal. The following two years saw two players born outside the U.S. selected first overall— Nigerian[image: External link] Hakeem Olajuwon in 1984 and Jamaica[image: External link]-born American Patrick Ewing[image: External link] in 1985. However, like Thompson before them, both had played U.S. college basketball—Olajuwon at Houston[image: External link] and Ewing at Georgetown[image: External link]—and Ewing had also played high school basketball in the U.S.

By the 1999 draft, the number of foreign players being drafted dramatically increased. The top pick in the 1997 NBA draft, Tim Duncan, became the third international player picked number 1 overall—although his designation as "international" is a matter of semantics, as he is a native of the United States Virgin Islands[image: External link] and, like all USVI natives, is a U.S. citizen by birth. He also had played U.S. college basketball at Wake Forest[image: External link]. Including Duncan, 12 international players were selected in the two rounds of the draft—although half of them, including Duncan and the next two such players picked, had played college basketball. The 1998 draft saw another foreign player picked first overall, Nigerian[image: External link] Michael Olowokandi, but like Duncan he had played college basketball, in his case at Pacific[image: External link]. In 2001 the highest drafted foreign player, Pau Gasol, was selected 3rd overall by the Atlanta Hawks. That would all change the following season when Yao Ming became the first foreign player without U.S. college experience to be selected number 1 overall. Not only was the first overall pick an international player, but five more picks in the first round alone were also from overseas. In total, the 2002 draft produced 17 international players, with only three of them (all second-round picks) having U.S. college experience.
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 International players selected number 1 overall




As noted earlier, four international players had gone first overall before 2002, although all had played college basketball in the U.S., and one of them was in fact a U.S. citizen by birth. It was not until 2002 that an international player without college experience went first overall—Yao Ming. His selection was not only a watershed moment for the NBA, but it also had a large impact in Yao's homeland of China. Hannah Beech[image: External link] (2003) wrote "Yao has single-handedly transformed his countrymen from nameless, faceless millions into mighty men who can jam with the very best".[4] Yao has helped the NBA grow into a worldwide product. Beech (2003) goes on to write "Ratings for NBA games broadcast on Chinese TV have never been higher than this year as the nation keeps track of its new favorite team, Yao's Houston Rockets".[4] For his career Yao averaged a solid 19.0 points per game, 9.2 rebounds per game, 1.89 blocks per game, and shot 82.6 percent from the free throw line. It has later gotten to a point where the last four drafts from 2013–2016 all held international prospects as #1 selections in their respective drafts before ending the run in 2017.

The 2002[image: External link], 2005[image: External link], 2006[image: External link], 2013[image: External link], 2014[image: External link], 2015[image: External link] and 2016[image: External link] NBA drafts saw international players picked first overall. In 2002, the Houston Rockets[image: External link] selected Yao Ming from China[image: External link] first in the draft. In 2005, the Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link] picked Andrew Bogut, from Australia[image: External link] by way of the University of Utah[image: External link], #1. The next year, the Toronto Raptors[image: External link] drafted Andrea Bargnani from Italy[image: External link], making him the second foreign player without U.S. college experience and the first European[image: External link] to be selected number 1 overall. In 2013, the Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] selected Anthony Bennett, who played at UNLV[image: External link], first overall and making Bennett the first Canadian[image: External link] to be drafted at #1. In the 2014 NBA draft, the Cleveland Cavaliers, again picking #1, selected Canadian shooting guard/small forward[image: External link] Andrew Wiggins[image: External link]. During the 2015 NBA draft, the Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link] selected American / Dominican Center Karl-Anthony Towns[image: External link] as the first player from the Dominican Republic[image: External link] to become the #1 selection, teaming up with Andrew Wiggins[image: External link] in the process. During the 2016 NBA Draft[image: External link], the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] selected Australian Forward Ben Simmons to be the #1 selection, the first time the franchise got in 20 years since the 1996 NBA Draft[image: External link] when they selected the first overall pick Allen Iverson, a sophomore from Georgetown[image: External link].
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 Other notable past NBA drafts




Some of the most noted NBA draft years are 1984, 1996, and 2003. Each of those is often referred to as one of, if not the, best NBA draft ever. The 2003 NBA draft is now considered the best draft in the last 15 years, with superstars such as LeBron James, Dwyane Wade, Carmelo Anthony and Chris Bosh[image: External link] headlined. The 2000 NBA draft has been regarded as the worst in history, with Sports Illustrated[image: External link] calling its first round "a horrible group of players".[5] The 1986 Draft was notable for the number of solid and even outstanding players selected in later rounds, partly because of drug problems that claimed the life of second overall pick Len Bias[image: External link] and affected the careers of several other first-round picks.[6][7]
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 NBA Draft on television




The NBA draft has been televised since 1980, the same year the NFL[image: External link] and NHL[image: External link] televised (or publicized) theirs. USA Network[image: External link] broadcast the draft as part of its contract[image: External link] with the NBA until 1984; starting in 1985, TBS[image: External link] did so as part of its NBA on TBS[image: External link] package. From 1990 to 2002, TNT[image: External link] took over the draft as more NBA properties moved to the network (the NBA on TNT[image: External link]). When ESPN acquired the rights to the NBA from NBC[image: External link] in 2002, ESPN began broadcasting the draft (starting in 2003) with the NBA on ESPN[image: External link], which it continues to do today.
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1996 NBA Draft






The 1996 NBA draft was the 50th draft[image: External link] in the National Basketball Association (NBA). It was held on June 26, 1996 in East Rutherford, New Jersey[image: External link]. The draft was broadcast in the United States on the Turner Network Television[image: External link].[1] In this draft, NBA teams took turns selecting college basketball players and other first-time eligible players, such as players from high schools and non-North American leagues. The Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link] had the highest probability to win the NBA draft lottery[image: External link], but since they were an expansion team along with the Toronto Raptors[image: External link], they were not allowed to select first in this draft.[2] The team with the second highest probability, the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link], won the lottery and obtained the first selection. The Toronto Raptors and the Vancouver Grizzlies were second and third respectively.

Allen Iverson, a sophomore[image: External link] from Georgetown[image: External link], was selected first overall by the Philadelphia 76ers.

It is widely considered to be one of the deepest and most talented NBA drafts in history, with one-third of the first round picks later becoming NBA All-Stars[image: External link]. The draft class produced three players who won NBA MVP awards (Kobe Bryant, Allen Iverson, Steve Nash[image: External link]), seven other drafted players who became All-Stars (Shareef Abdur-Rahim, Ray Allen, Žydrūnas Ilgauskas[image: External link], Stephon Marbury, Jermaine O'Neal, Peja Stojaković, Antoine Walker), and one undrafted All-Star (Ben Wallace[image: External link]), for a grand total of 11 All-Stars. Moreover, eight players from this draft class have been named to at least one All-NBA Team, the most among any draft. The draft class also produced 3 players who have been named to the NBA's all-defensive first team: Bryant, Marcus Camby, and Wallace. Camby won the Defensive Player of the Year Award[image: External link] in 2007, while Wallace earned the same award in 2002, 2003, 2005, and 2006. Eventual 5-time NBA champion Derek Fisher[image: External link] was also included in the draft.

On April 13, 2016, Bryant played his final NBA game against the Utah Jazz[image: External link], scoring 60 points, making him the last player from this draft to play in the NBA.

Most experts rate it along with the 1984 NBA draft and 2003 NBA draft as one of the best drafts in history. Sports Illustrated[image: External link] named it the second-best, behind the 1984 draft, which included a draft class of Hakeem Olajuwon, Michael Jordan[image: External link], Charles Barkley, and John Stockton[image: External link].[3]
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	PG
	Point guard
	SG
	Shooting guard
	SF
	Small forward[image: External link]
	PF
	Power forward[image: External link]
	C
	Center[image: External link]






	^
	Denotes player who has been inducted to the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame




	*
	Denotes player who has been selected for at least one All-Star Game and All-NBA Team




	+
	Denotes player who has been selected for at least one All-Star Game




	x
	Denotes player who has been selected for at least one All-NBA Team




	#
	Denotes player who never played in the NBA regular season or playoffs
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 Draft Selections






	Round
	Pick
	Player
	Pos.
	Nationality[n 1]
	NBA team
	School/Club team



	1
	1
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson^
	G
	 United States
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Georgetown[image: External link] ( So.[image: External link])



	1
	2
	Camby, MarcusMarcus Camby
	C
	 United States
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	Massachusetts ( Jr.[image: External link])



	1
	3
	Abdur-Rahim, ShareefShareef Abdur-Rahim+
	F
	 United States
	Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link]
	California[image: External link] ( Fr.[image: External link])



	1
	4
	Marbury, StephonStephon Marbury*
	G
	 United States
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link] (traded to Minnesota[image: External link])[4]
	Georgia Tech[image: External link] ( Fr.[image: External link])



	1
	5
	Allen, RayRay Allen*
	G
	 United States
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link] (traded to Milwaukee[image: External link])[4]
	Connecticut[image: External link] ( Jr.[image: External link])



	1
	6
	Walker, AntoineAntoine Walker+
	F
	 United States
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (from Dallas[image: External link])[5]
	Kentucky[image: External link] ( So.[image: External link])



	1
	7
	Wright, LorenzenLorenzen Wright
	C
	 United States
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Memphis[image: External link] ( So.[image: External link])



	1
	8
	Kittles, KerryKerry Kittles[image: External link]
	G
	 United States
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	Villanova[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	1
	9
	Walker, SamakiSamaki Walker
	F
	 United States
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] (from Boston[image: External link])[5]
	Louisville[image: External link] ( So.[image: External link])



	1
	10
	Dampier, ErickErick Dampier
	C
	 United States
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link] (from Denver[image: External link])[6]
	Mississippi State[image: External link] ( Jr.[image: External link])



	1
	11
	Fuller, ToddTodd Fuller
	C
	 United States
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link] (from Golden State[image: External link] via Orlando[image: External link][7] and Washington[image: External link])[8]
	NC State[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	1
	12
	Potapenko, VitalyVitaly Potapenko
	C
	 Ukraine
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] (from Washington[image: External link])[9]
	Wright State[image: External link] ( So.[image: External link])



	1
	13
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant*
	G
	 United States
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link] (traded to L.A. Lakers[image: External link])[10]
	Lower Merion HS[image: External link] (Lower Merion, Pennsylvania[image: External link])



	1
	14
	Stojaković, PejaPeja Stojaković*
	F
	 FR Yugoslavia

 Greece
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	PAOK[image: External link] ( Greece[image: External link])



	1
	15
	Nash, SteveSteve Nash[image: External link]*
	G
	 Canada
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Santa Clara[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	1
	16
	Delk, TonyTony Delk
	G
	 United States
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link] (from Miami[image: External link])[11]
	Kentucky[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	1
	17
	O'Neal, JermaineJermaine O'Neal*
	F/C
	 United States
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	Eau Claire HS (Columbia, South Carolina[image: External link])



	1
	18
	Wallace, JohnJohn Wallace
	F
	 United States
	New York Knicks[image: External link] (from Detroit[image: External link][12] via San Antonio[image: External link])[13]
	Syracuse[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	1
	19
	McCarty, WalterWalter McCarty
	F
	 United States
	New York Knicks[image: External link] (from Atlanta[image: External link][14] via Miami[image: External link])[15]
	Kentucky[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	1
	20
	Ilgauskas, ŽydrūnasŽydrūnas Ilgauskas+
	C
	 Lithuania
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Atletas Kaunas[image: External link] ( Lithuania[image: External link])



	1
	21
	Jones, DontaeDontae Jones[image: External link]
	F
	 United States
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Mississippi State[image: External link] ( Jr.[image: External link])



	1
	22
	Rogers, RoyRoy Rogers
	F
	 United States
	Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link] (from Houston[image: External link])[16]
	Alabama[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	1
	23
	Rentzias, EfthimiosEfthimios Rentzias
	C
	 Greece
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link] (from Indiana[image: External link])[6]
	PAOK[image: External link] ( Greece[image: External link])



	1
	24
	Fisher, DerekDerek Fisher[image: External link]
	G
	 United States
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Arkansas-Little Rock[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	1
	25
	Müürsepp, MartinMartin Müürsepp
	F
	 Estonia
	Utah Jazz[image: External link] (traded to Miami[image: External link])[17]
	Tallinna Kalev[image: External link] ( Estonia[image: External link])



	1
	26
	Williams, JeromeJerome Williams[image: External link]
	F
	 United States
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link] (from San Antonio[image: External link])[12]
	Georgetown[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	1
	27
	Evans, BrianBrian Evans
	F
	 United States
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Indiana[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	1
	28
	Lauderdale, PriestPriest Lauderdale
	C
	 United States
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link] (from Seattle[image: External link])[18]
	Peristeri[image: External link] ( Greece[image: External link])



	1
	29
	Knight, TravisTravis Knight
	C
	 United States
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link][19]
	Connecticut[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	30
	Harrington, OthellaOthella Harrington
	F/C
	 United States
	Houston Rockets[image: External link] (from Vancouver[image: External link])[16]
	Georgetown[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	31
	Hendrickson, MarkMark Hendrickson
	G
	 United States
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Washington State[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	32
	Minor, RyanRyan Minor#
	G
	 United States
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] (from Toronto[image: External link])[20]
	Oklahoma[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	33
	Norris, MoochieMoochie Norris
	G
	 United States
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	West Florida[image: External link] ( So.[image: External link])



	2
	34
	Harvey, ShawnShawn Harvey#
	G
	 United States
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	West Virginia State[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	35
	Blair, JosephJoseph Blair#
	C
	 United States
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] (from Minnesota[image: External link])[21]
	Arizona[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	36
	Sheffer, DoronDoron Sheffer#
	G
	 Israel
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Connecticut[image: External link] ( Jr.[image: External link])



	2
	37
	McInnis, JeffJeff McInnis
	G
	 United States
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link] (from New Jersey[image: External link][22] via Sacramento[image: External link])[23]
	North Carolina[image: External link] ( Jr.[image: External link])



	2
	38
	Hamer, SteveSteve Hamer
	C
	 United States
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Tennessee[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	39
	Millard, RussRuss Millard#
	F
	 United States
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link] (from Denver[image: External link],[24] via L.A. Clippers[image: External link][25] and Detroit[image: External link])[26]
	Iowa[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	40
	Mann, MarcusMarcus Mann#
	F
	 United States
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Mississippi Valley State[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	41
	Sasser, JasonJason Sasser
	F
	 United States
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Texas Tech[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	42
	Livingston, RandyRandy Livingston
	G
	 United States
	Houston Rockets[image: External link] (from Vancouver[image: External link][16] via Washington[image: External link][7] and Orlando[image: External link])[27]
	LSU[image: External link] ( So.[image: External link])



	2
	43
	Davis, BenBen Davis
	F
	 United States
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Arizona[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	44
	Rose, MalikMalik Rose
	F
	 United States
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	Drexel[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	45
	Vogel, JoeJoe Vogel#
	C
	 United States
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] (from Miami[image: External link][14] via Atlanta[image: External link])[18]
	Colorado State[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	46
	Brown, MarcusMarcus Brown
	G
	 United States
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	Murray State[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	47
	Riley, RonRon Riley#
	G/F
	 United States
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] (from Atlanta[image: External link])[18]
	Arizona State[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	48
	Feick, JamieJamie Feick
	F
	 United States
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] (from Detroit[image: External link])[28]
	Michigan State[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	49
	McCaskill, AmalAmal McCaskill
	C
	 United States
	Orlando Magic[image: External link] (from New York[image: External link] via Minnesota[image: External link] and Vancouver[image: External link])
	Marquette[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	50
	Bell, TerrellTerrell Bell#
	C
	 United States
	Houston Rockets[image: External link] (from Cleveland[image: External link])[29]
	Georgia[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	51
	Robinson, ChrisChris Robinson
	G
	 United States
	Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link] (from Houston[image: External link])[16]
	Western Kentucky[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	52
	Pope, MarkMark Pope
	F
	 United States
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	Kentucky[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	53
	Nordgaard, JeffJeff Nordgaard[image: External link]
	F
	 Poland[30]
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link] (from L.A. Lakers[image: External link][31] via Seattle[image: External link])[32]
	Wisconsin–Green Bay[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	54
	Anderson, ShandonShandon Anderson
	F
	 United States
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Georgia[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	55
	Henderson, RonnieRonnie Henderson[image: External link]#
	G
	 United States
	Washington Bullets[image: External link] (from San Antonio[image: External link][33] via Charlotte[image: External link])[34]
	LSU[image: External link] ( Jr.[image: External link])



	2
	56
	Geary, ReggieReggie Geary
	G
	 United States
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] (from Orlando[image: External link])[35]
	Arizona[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	57
	Barry, DrewDrew Barry
	G
	 United States
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	Georgia Tech[image: External link] ( Sr.[image: External link])



	2
	58
	Robinson, DarnellDarnell Robinson#
	F
	 United States
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] (from Chicago[image: External link])[36]
	Arkansas[image: External link] ( Jr.[image: External link])






	
^ Nationality indicates the player's national team or representative nationality. If a player has not competed at the international level, then the nationality indicates the national team which the player is eligible to represent according to FIBA[image: External link] rules.
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 Notable undrafted players




The following players went undrafted[image: External link] in the 1996 NBA Draft but later played in the NBA.



	Player
	Pos.
	Nationality
	School/Club team



	Atkins, ChuckyChucky Atkins[image: External link]
	G
	 United States
	South Florida[image: External link] (Sr.)



	Griffin, AdrianAdrian Griffin[image: External link]
	G
	 United States
	Seton Hall[image: External link] (Sr.)



	Ham, DarvinDarvin Ham[image: External link]
	F
	 United States
	Texas Tech[image: External link] (Sr.)



	Llamas, HoracioHoracio Llamas[image: External link]
	C
	 Mexico
	Grand Canyon[image: External link] (Sr.)



	Strickland, ErickErick Strickland[image: External link]
	G
	 United States
	Nebraska[image: External link] (Sr.)



	Wallace, BenBen Wallace[image: External link]*
	C
	 United States
	Virginia Union[image: External link] (Sr.)





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ Martzke, Rudy (June 25, 2002). "Sager recounts top moments of NBA draft on TNT"[image: External link]. USA TODAY. Gannett Company. Retrieved April 19, 2011.


	
^ "Year-by-Year Lottery Probabilities"[image: External link]. Turner Sports & Entertainment Digital Network. NBA. Retrieved April 15, 2011.


	
^ "NBA's Best Draft Classes"[image: External link]. Turner Sports & Entertainment Digital Network. Retrieved April 15, 2011.


	
^ a b The Bucks traded the draft rights of Stephon Marbury to the Timberwolves for Ray Allen and a future first-round pick on June 26, 1996.

O'Connor, Ian (June 27, 1996). "Marbury Learns Like A Pro". New York Daily News. p. 88.


	
^ a b The Mavericks traded the No. 6 pick and a future pick (#6 pick in 1997 NBA draft) to the Celtics for Eric Montross[image: External link] and a No. 9 pick on June 21, 1996.

May, Peter (June 22, 1996). "Montross shipped to Dallas for the No. 6 pick". The Boston Globe. p. 67.


	
^ a b The Pacers traded No. 23 pick along with Mark Jackson and Ricky Pierce[image: External link] to the Nuggets for No. 10 pick along with Jalen Rose[image: External link] and Reggie Williams[image: External link] on June 13, 1996.

Boeck, Greg (June 14, 1996). "Nuggets begin overhaul, make two trades". USA Today. p. 12C.


	
^ a b The Magic traded No. 11 pick and Scott Skiles[image: External link] to the Bullets for No. 42 pick on July 29, 1994.

Hubbuch, Bart (July 30, 1994). "Bullets make point, get Skiles". The Washington Times. p. C1.


	
^ The Bullets traded No. 11 pick along with Tom Gugliotta[image: External link], No. 13 pick in the 1998 NBA draft, and No. 7 pick in the 2000 NBA draft to the Warriors for Chris Webber[image: External link] on November 17, 1994.

Brown, Clifton (November 18, 1994). "Sign Him, Trade Him: Webber Becomes Bullet"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved February 25, 2008.


	
^ The Cavaliers traded Mark Price[image: External link] to the Wizards(then Bullets) for No. 12 pick on September 27, 1995.

Hughes, Frank (September 28, 1995). "Bullets on the Mark with Price ; Club trades No. 1 pick to Cavs; Wallace signs". The Washington Times. p. B1.


	
^ The Hornets traded the draft rights of Kobe Bryant to the Lakers for center Vlade Divac[image: External link] on July 1, 1996.

Macenka, Joe (July 1, 1996). "Divac Agrees to Charlotte Trade". Associated Press.


	
^ The Heat traded No. 16 pick along with Glen Rice, Khalid Reeves[image: External link], and Matt Geiger for Alonzo Mourning[image: External link], Pete Myers[image: External link] and LeRon Ellis[image: External link] on November 3, 1995.

Nielsen, David (November 4, 1995). "Heat get Mourning from the Hornets". The Washington Times. p. D1.


	
^ a b The Pistons traded the No. 18 pick along with Dennis Rodman to the Spurs for the No. 26 pick along with Sean Elliott[image: External link] and David Wood[image: External link] on October 1, 1993.Adler, Alan L. (October 2, 1993). "Sports News". Associated Press.


	
^ The Spurs traded No. 18 pick along with J.R. Reid[image: External link] and Brad Lohaus[image: External link] to the Knicks for Charles Smith[image: External link] and Monty Williams[image: External link] on February 8, 1996.

Daniels, Graig (February 9, 1996). "Spurs put boots to deal". Financial Post[image: External link]. p. 43.


	
^ a b The Hawks traded No. 19 pick along with Kevin Willis[image: External link] to the Heat for No. 45 pick along with Steve Smith[image: External link] and Grant Long[image: External link] on November 7, 1994."Atlanta trades Willis to Heat". Financial Post. November 8, 1994. p. 53.


	
^ The Heat sent No. 19 pick and $1 million to the Knicks for a right to pursue hiring Pat Riley on September 1, 1995.

"Knicks, Heat arrange deal in Riley case". Toronto Star. September 2, 1995. p. F8.


	
^ a b c d The Rockets traded No. 22 and No. 51 picks along with Pete Chilcutt[image: External link], Tim Breaux[image: External link] and the No. 53 pick in the 1997 NBA draft to the Grizzlies for No. 30 and No. 42 picks along with No. 30 pick in the 1997 NBA Draft on June 19, 1996.

Harris, Bill (June 20, 1996). "Grizzlies Deal For Another First-round Pick". The Toronto Sun. p. 115.


	
^ The Jazz traded the draft rights of Martin Müürsepp to the Heat for a future draft pick (#23 in 2000 NBA draft) on June 26, 1996.

Jackson, Barry (June 27, 1996). "Riley Finds New Forward in Estonia". The Miami Herald[image: External link].


	
^ a b c The Hawks traded No. 45 and No. 47 picks to the Supersonics for No. 28 pick on June 25, 1996.

"Hawks Regain First-Round Draft Pick in Sonics Trade". Associated Press. June 25, 1996. p. D1.


	
^ The Chicago Bulls renounced the draft rights to Travis Knight on July 12, 1996.


	
^ The Raptors traded No. 32 pick along with No. 37 pick in the 1997 NBA Draft, Tony Massenburg[image: External link] and Ed Pinckney[image: External link] to the 76ers for Sharone Wright[image: External link] on February 22, 1996.

"Raptors swing deal with Philly". Financial Post[image: External link]. February 23, 1996. p. 64.


	
^ The Timberwolves traded No. 35 pick to the SuperSonics for Željko Rebrača[image: External link] on June 29, 1994.

Cour, Jim (June 30, 1994). "The Associated Press report". Associated Press.


	
^ The Nets traded No. 37 pick along with No. 31 pick in the 1991 NBA draft to the Kings for Mike McGee[image: External link] on October 31, 1988.

"Nets Acquire Kings' McGee". The New York Times. November 1, 1988. p. D30.


	
^ The Kings traded No. 37 pick along with Šarūnas Marčiulionis to the Nuggets for Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf[image: External link] on June 13, 1996.

Farine, Michael (June 14, 1996). "Nuggets trade Abdul-Rauf to Kings". The Washington Times. p. B3.


	
^ The Nuggets traded No. 39 pick to the Clippers for Winston Garland[image: External link] on June 26, 1991.

"Clippers pull off two trades". St. Petersburg Times[image: External link]. June 27, 1991. p. 3C.


	
^ The Clippers traded No. 39 pick along with No. 41 pick in the 1997 NBA draft and Olden Polynice[image: External link] to the Pistons for William Bedford[image: External link] and draft rights to Don MacLean[image: External link] on June 24, 1992.

"Knicks get Blackman in top NBA trade". The Washington Times. June 25, 1992. p. D3.


	
^ The Pistons traded No. 39 pick along with a No. 49 pick in the 1999 NBA draft to the Suns for Mark West[image: External link] on August 1, 1994.

"SPORTS PEOPLE: BASKETBALL". The New York Times. August 2, 1994. p. B8.


	
^ The Magic traded No. 42 pick along with Kenny Gattison[image: External link] to the Grizzlies for Jeff Turner[image: External link] on February 22, 1996.

"Gattison, Turner Swapped". Associated Press. February 22, 1996.


	
^ The Pistons traded No. 48 pick to the 76ers for Eric Leckner[image: External link] on July 25, 1994.

"TRANSACTIONS". The New York Times. July 26, 1994. p. B12.


	
^ The Cavaliers traded No. 50 pick to the Rockets for Keith Hughes[image: External link] on June 26, 1991.

"PICKS BY TEAM". The Washington Post. June 27, 1991. p. B6.


	
^ Nordgaard was born in the United States, but represents Poland in international competitions.


	
^ The Lakers traded No. 53 pick along with No. 37 pick in the 1994 NBA draft and No. 50 pick in the 1995 NBA draft to the SuperSonics for Sedale Threatt[image: External link] on October 2, 1991.

"Lakers Get Threatt From Seattle". The New York Times. October 3, 1991. p. B10.


	
^ The SuperSonics traded No. 53 pick along with Eurelijus Žukauskas[image: External link] to the Bucks for Eric Snow on June 28, 1995.

"Wednesday's Sports Transactions". Associated Press. June 29, 1995.


	
^ The Hornets traded J.R. Reid to the Spurs for Sidney Green, a 1993 first-round pick (#20 overall), and a 1996 second-round pick (#55 overall) on December 9, 1992.

"2007–08 Media Guide: All-time Transactions"[image: External link] (PDF). New Orleans Hornets. NBA. p. 129. Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on December 25, 2008. Retrieved April 11, 2011.


	
^ The Hornets traded a 1996 second-round pick (#55 overall), and a 1997 second-round pick (#48 overall) to the Wizards for Michael Adams[image: External link] on August 2, 1994.

"Predrag Drobnjak"[image: External link]. basketball-reference.com. Retrieved April 11, 2011.


	
^ The Magic traded No. 56 pick to the Cavaliers for Steve Kerr[image: External link] on December 3, 1992.

"PEOPLE TRANSACTIONS". The Gazette[image: External link]. December 4, 1992. p. C4.


	
^ The Mavericks traded Rodney McCray[image: External link] in a 3-team trade with the Bulls and the Warriors for a No. 19 pick in the 1994 draft, No. 58 pick in the 1996 draft on September 18, 1992.

"Byron Houston"[image: External link]. basketball-reference.com. Retrieved April 13, 2011.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	"Official site"[image: External link]. Archived from the original on October 26, 1996. Retrieved 2013-12-13.

	
1996 NBA Draft[image: External link] at Basketball-reference.com





Categories[image: External link]:

	1996–97 NBA season[image: External link]

	National Basketball Association draft[image: External link]

	National Basketball Association lists[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 16 June 2017, at 13:30.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article 1996 NBA Draft: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1996_NBA_draft [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=1996_NBA_draft [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Key

	2 List of first overall picks

	3 See also

	4 Notes

	5 References





List of first overall NBA draft Picks






The National Basketball Association's first overall pick is the player who is selected first among all eligible draftees by a team during the annual National Basketball Association (NBA) draft. The first pick is awarded to the team that wins the NBA draft lottery[image: External link]; in most cases, that team had a losing record in the previous season[image: External link]. The team with the first pick attracts significant media attention,[2] as does the player who is selected with that pick.

Eleven first picks have won the NBA Most Valuable Player Award[image: External link]: Oscar Robertson, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link] (record six-time winner), Bill Walton, Magic Johnson[image: External link] (three-time winner), Hakeem Olajuwon, David Robinson, Shaquille O'Neal, Allen Iverson, Tim Duncan (two-time winner), LeBron James (four-time winner), and Derrick Rose (youngest winner).

Since the advent of the draft lottery in 1985, only seven number one overall picks have won an NBA title. They are David Robinson, Shaquille O'Neal, Glenn Robinson[image: External link], Tim Duncan, LeBron James, Andrew Bogut, and Kyrie Irving[image: External link].

China's Yao Ming (2002) and Italy's Andrea Bargnani (2006) are the only two players without competitive experience in the United States to be drafted first overall. Nine other international players[image: External link] with U.S. college[image: External link] experience have been drafted first overall—Mychal Thompson ( Bahamas[image: External link]) in 1978, Hakeem Olajuwon ( Nigeria[image: External link]) in 1984, Patrick Ewing[image: External link] ( Jamaica[image: External link]) in 1985, Tim Duncan (U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link]) in 1997, Michael Olowokandi (Nigeria) in 1998, Andrew Bogut (Australia) in 2005, Kyrie Irving (Australia) in 2011, Anthony Bennett (Canada) in 2013, Andrew Wiggins[image: External link] (Canada) in 2014, and Ben Simmons (Australia) in 2016. Duncan is an American citizen, but is considered an "international" player by the NBA because he was not born in one of the fifty states[image: External link] or the District of Columbia[image: External link].[3] Ewing[4] had dual Jamaican-American citizenship[image: External link] when he was drafted and Irving[5] and Simmons[6] had dual Australian-American citizenship when they were drafted.

Note that the drafts between 1947 and 1949 were held by the Basketball Association of America[image: External link] (BAA). The Basketball Association of America became the National Basketball Association after absorbing teams from the National Basketball League[image: External link] in the fall of 1949. Official NBA publications include the BAA Drafts as part of the NBA's draft history.

Key



	^
	Denotes players who have been selected to the All-Star Game[image: External link] or All-NBA Team




	^*
	Denotes Hall of Famers




	PPG
	Points per game[a]




	APG
	Assists per game[a]




	RPG
	Rebounds per game[a]




	
Player

(in italic text)

	Rookie of the Year




List of first overall picks



	Draft
	Selected by
	Player
	Nationality
	Position
	College/high school/former club
	NBA rookie statistics
	Ref.



	PPG
	RPG
	APG



	1947
	Pittsburgh Ironmen[image: External link]
	McNeely, CliftonClifton McNeely[b]
	  USA[image: External link]
	—
	Texas Wesleyan[image: External link]
	—
	—
	—
	[b]



	1948
	Providence Steamrollers[image: External link]
	Tonkovich, AndyAndy Tonkovich
	 USA
	Guard[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	Marshall[image: External link]
	2.6
	—
	0.6
	[9]



	1949
	Providence Steamrollers[image: External link]
	Shannon, HowieHowie Shannon[c]
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]
	Kansas State[image: External link]
	13.4
	—
	2.3
	[11]



	1950
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Share, CharlieCharlie Share[d]
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]
	Bowling Green[image: External link]
	3.9
	5.3
	1.0
	[12]



	1951
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]
	Melchiorre, GeneGene Melchiorre[e]
	 USA
	Guard[image: External link]
	Bradley[image: External link]
	—
	—
	—
	[e]



	1952
	Milwaukee Hawks[image: External link]
	Workman, MarkMark Workman[f]
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]
	West Virginia[image: External link]
	5.1
	3.0
	0.6
	[17]



	1953
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]
	Felix, RayRay Felix^[g]
	 USA
	Guard[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	Long Island[image: External link]
	17.6
	13.3
	1.1
	[19]



	1954
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]
	Selvy, FrankFrank Selvy^
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	Furman[image: External link]
	19.0
	5.5
	3.5
	[20]



	1955
	Milwaukee Hawks[image: External link]
	Ricketts, DickDick Ricketts[h]
	 USA
	Guard[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	Duquesne[image: External link]
	8.9
	7.2
	3.0
	[22]



	1956
	Rochester Royals[image: External link]
	Green, SihugoSihugo Green[image: External link][i]
	 USA
	Guard[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	Duquesne[image: External link]
	11.5
	5.2
	3.6
	[24]



	1957
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	Hundley, RodRod Hundley[image: External link]^
	 USA
	Guard[image: External link]
	West Virginia[image: External link]
	7.0
	2.9
	1.9
	[25]



	1958
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]
	Baylor, ElginElgin Baylor^*[j]
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]
	Seattle[image: External link]
	24.9
	15.0
	4.1
	[27]



	1959
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	Boozer, BobBob Boozer^[k]
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]
	Kansas State[image: External link]
	8.4
	6.2
	1.4
	[29]



	1960
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	Robertson, OscarOscar Robertson^*[l]
	 USA
	Guard[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	Cincinnati[image: External link]
	30.5
	10.1
	9.7
	[32]



	1961
	Chicago Packers[image: External link]
	Bellamy, WaltWalt Bellamy^*
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]
	Indiana[image: External link]
	31.6
	19.0
	2.7
	[33]



	1962
	Chicago Zephyrs[image: External link]
	McGill, BillBill McGill[m]
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	Utah[image: External link]
	7.4
	2.7
	0.6
	[35]



	1963
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Heyman, ArtArt Heyman[n]
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]/ Guard[image: External link]
	Duke[image: External link]
	15.4
	4.0
	3.4
	[37]



	1964
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Barnes, JimJim Barnes[o]
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	Texas Western[image: External link]
	15.5
	9.7
	1.2
	[39]



	1965
	San Francisco Warriors[image: External link]
	Hetzel, FredFred Hetzel[p]
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	Davidson[image: External link]
	6.8
	5.2
	0.5
	[41]



	1966
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Russell, CazzieCazzie Russell[image: External link]^
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]/ Guard[image: External link]
	Michigan[image: External link]
	11.3
	3.3
	2.4
	[42]



	1967
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Walker, JimmyJimmy Walker^
	 USA
	Guard[image: External link]
	Providence[image: External link]
	8.8
	1.7
	2.8
	[43]



	1968
	San Diego Rockets[image: External link]
	Hayes, ElvinElvin Hayes^*
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	Houston[image: External link]
	28.4
	17.1
	1.4
	[44]



	1969
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	Alcindor, LewLew Alcindor[image: External link]^*[q]
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]
	UCLA[image: External link]
	28.8
	14.5
	4.1
	[46]



	1970
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Lanier, BobBob Lanier[image: External link]^*
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]
	St. Bonaventure[image: External link]
	15.6
	8.1
	1.8
	[47]



	1971
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Carr, AustinAustin Carr^
	 USA
	Guard[image: External link]
	Notre Dame[image: External link]
	21.2
	3.5
	3.4
	[48]



	1972
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	Martin, LaRueLaRue Martin
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]
	Loyola (Illinois)[image: External link]
	4.4
	4.6
	0.5
	[49]



	1973
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Collins, DougDoug Collins^
	 USA
	Guard[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	Illinois State[image: External link]
	8.0
	1.8
	1.6
	[50]



	1974
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	Walton, BillBill Walton^*
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]
	UCLA[image: External link]
	12.8
	12.6
	4.8
	[51]



	1975
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	Thompson, DavidDavid Thompson^*[r]
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]/ Guard[image: External link]
	NC State[image: External link]
	26.0
	6.3
	3.7
	[52]



	1976
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Lucas, JohnJohn Lucas
	 USA
	Guard[image: External link]
	Maryland[image: External link]
	11.1
	2.7
	5.6
	[53]



	1977
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	Benson, KentKent Benson
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]
	Indiana[image: External link]
	7.7
	4.3
	1.4
	[54]



	1978
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	Thompson, MychalMychal Thompson
	  BHS[image: External link]
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	Minnesota[image: External link]
	14.7
	8.3
	2.4
	[55]



	1979
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Johnson, MagicMagic Johnson[image: External link]^*
	 USA
	Guard[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	Michigan State[image: External link]
	18.0
	7.7
	7.3
	[56]



	1980
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Carroll, Joe BarryJoe Barry Carroll^
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]
	Purdue[image: External link]
	18.9
	9.3
	1.4
	[57]



	1981
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	Aguirre, MarkMark Aguirre^
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]
	DePaul[image: External link]
	18.7
	4.9
	3.2
	[58]



	1982
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Worthy, JamesJames Worthy^*
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]
	North Carolina[image: External link]
	13.4
	5.2
	1.7
	[59]



	1983
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Sampson, RalphRalph Sampson^*
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]
	Virginia[image: External link]
	21.0
	11.1
	2.0
	[60]



	1984
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Olajuwon, HakeemHakeem Olajuwon^*[s]
	  NGA[image: External link][s]
	Center[image: External link]
	Houston[image: External link]
	20.6
	11.9
	1.4
	[63]



	1985
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Ewing, PatrickPatrick Ewing[image: External link]^*
	 USA[t]
	Center[image: External link]
	Georgetown[image: External link]
	20.0
	9.0
	2.0
	[66]



	1986
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Daugherty, BradBrad Daugherty^
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]
	North Carolina[image: External link]
	15.7
	8.1
	3.8
	[67]



	1987
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Robinson, DavidDavid Robinson^*[u]
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]
	Navy[image: External link]
	24.3
	12.0
	2.0
	[69]



	1988
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Manning, DannyDanny Manning^
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]
	Kansas[image: External link]
	16.7
	6.6
	3.1
	[70]



	1989
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Ellison, PervisPervis Ellison
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]
	Louisville[image: External link]
	8.0
	5.8
	1.9
	[71]



	1990
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	Coleman, DerrickDerrick Coleman^
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	Syracuse[image: External link]
	18.4
	10.3
	2.2
	[72]



	1991
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	Johnson, LarryLarry Johnson[image: External link]^
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]
	UNLV[image: External link]
	19.2
	11.0
	3.6
	[73]



	1992
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Oneal, ShaquilleShaquille O'Neal^*
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]
	LSU[image: External link]
	23.4
	13.9
	1.9
	[74]



	1993
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Webber, ChrisChris Webber[image: External link]^
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]
	Michigan[image: External link]
	17.5
	9.1
	3.6
	[75]



	1994
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	Robinson, GlennGlenn Robinson[image: External link]^
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]
	Purdue[image: External link]
	21.9
	6.4
	2.5
	[76]



	1995
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Smith, JoeJoe Smith
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]
	Maryland[image: External link]
	15.3
	8.7
	1.0
	[77]



	1996
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson^*
	 USA
	Guard[image: External link]
	Georgetown[image: External link]
	23.5
	4.1
	7.5
	[78]



	1997
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Duncan, TimTim Duncan^
	 USA[v]
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	Wake Forest[image: External link]
	21.1
	11.9
	2.7
	[80]



	1998
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Olowokandi, MichaelMichael Olowokandi
	 NGA
	Center[image: External link]
	Pacific[image: External link]
	8.9
	7.9
	0.6
	[81]



	1999
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Brand, EltonElton Brand^[w]
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]
	Duke[image: External link]
	20.1
	10.0
	1.9
	[83]



	2000
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	Martin, KenyonKenyon Martin^
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]
	Cincinnati[image: External link]
	12.0
	7.4
	1.9
	[84]



	2001
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	Brown, KwameKwame Brown
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]
	Glynn Academy HS[image: External link] (Brunswick, Georgia[image: External link])
	4.5
	3.5
	0.8
	[85]



	2002
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Yao Ming, Yao Ming^*
	  CHN[image: External link]
	Center[image: External link]
	Shanghai Sharks[image: External link] ( China[image: External link])
	13.5
	8.2
	1.7
	[86]



	2003
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	LeBron James, LeBron James^
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]
	St. Vincent-St. Mary HS[image: External link] (Akron, Ohio[image: External link])
	20.9
	5.5
	5.9
	[87]



	2004
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Howard, DwightDwight Howard[image: External link]^
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]
	SACA[image: External link] ( Atlanta[image: External link])
	12.0
	10.0
	0.9
	[88]



	2005
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	Bogut, AndrewAndrew Bogut^
	  AUS[image: External link]
	Center[image: External link]
	Utah[image: External link]
	9.4
	7.0
	2.3
	[89]



	2006
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	Bargnani, AndreaAndrea Bargnani
	  ITA[image: External link]
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	Benetton Treviso[image: External link] ( Italy[image: External link])
	11.6
	3.9
	0.8
	[90]



	2007
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	Oden, GregGreg Oden[x]
	 USA
	Center[image: External link]
	Ohio State[image: External link]
	8.9
	7.0
	0.5
	[92]



	2008
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Rose, DerrickDerrick Rose^
	 USA
	Guard[image: External link]
	Memphis[image: External link]
	16.8
	3.9
	6.3
	[93]



	2009
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Griffin, BlakeBlake Griffin^[y]
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]
	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	22.5
	12.1
	3.8
	[95]



	2010
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	Wall, JohnJohn Wall[image: External link]^
	 USA
	Guard[image: External link]
	Kentucky[image: External link]
	16.4
	4.6
	8.3
	[96]



	2011
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Irving, KyrieKyrie Irving[image: External link]^
	 USA[z]
	Guard[image: External link]
	Duke[image: External link]
	18.5
	3.7
	5.4
	[99]



	2012
	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	Davis, AnthonyAnthony Davis[image: External link]^
	 USA
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	Kentucky[image: External link]
	13.5
	8.2
	1.0
	[100]



	2013
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Bennett, AnthonyAnthony Bennett
	  CAN[image: External link]
	Forward[image: External link]
	UNLV[image: External link]
	4.2
	3.0
	0.3
	[101]



	2014
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Wiggins, AndrewAndrew Wiggins[image: External link]
	 CAN
	Forward[image: External link]/ Guard[image: External link]
	Kansas[image: External link]
	16.9
	4.6
	2.1
	[102]



	2015
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	Towns, Karl-AnthonyKarl-Anthony Towns[image: External link]
	 DOM[aa]
	Center[image: External link]
	Kentucky[image: External link]
	18.3
	10.4
	2.0
	[103]



	2016
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Simmons, BenBen Simmons
	 AUS[ab]
	Forward[image: External link]
	LSU[image: External link]
	—
	—
	—
	[104]



	2017[image: External link]
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	TBA
	
	
	
	—
	—
	—
	




See also


	List of first overall NBA Development League draft picks[image: External link]

	List of first overall WNBA draft picks[image: External link]



Notes



	
^ a b c All statistics are taken from the players' respective rookie season unless otherwise noted.


	
^ a b Clifton McNeely never played professional basketball. Instead, he became a basketball coach for Pampa High School[image: External link] in Texas.[7][8]


	
^ Howie Shannon was the first overall pick, although Ed Macauley and Vern Mikkelsen had been taken before the draft as their teams' territorial picks[image: External link].[10]


	
^ Charlie Share did not play in the 1950–51 season[image: External link]. His rookie statistics are from the 1951–52 season[image: External link].[12] Share was the first overall pick, although Paul Arizin had been taken before the draft as the Philadelphia Warriors' territorial pick.[13]


	
^ a b Gene Melchiorre never played in the NBA. He was banned for life from the NBA due to his involvement in the CCNY Point Shaving Scandal[image: External link].[14] Melchiorre was the first overall pick, although Myer Skoog[image: External link] had been taken before the draft as the Minneapolis Lakers' territorial pick.[15]


	
^ Mark Workman was the first overall pick, although Bill Mlkvy[image: External link] had been taken before the draft as the Philadelphia Warriors' territorial pick.[16]


	
^ Ray Felix was the first overall pick, although Ernie Beck[image: External link] and Walter Dukes[image: External link] had been taken before the draft as their teams' territorial picks.[18]


	
^ Dick Ricketts was the first overall pick, although Dick Garmaker[image: External link] and Tom Gola had been taken before the draft as their teams' territorial picks.[21]


	
^ Sihugo Green was the first overall pick, although Tom Heinsohn had been taken before the draft as the Boston Celtics' territorial pick.[23]


	
^ Elgin Baylor was the first overall pick, although Guy Rodgers had been taken before the draft as the Philadelphia Warriors' territorial pick.[26]


	
^ Bob Boozer was the first overall pick, although Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link] and Bob Ferry[image: External link] had been taken before the draft as their teams' territorial picks.[28]


	
^ Although Oscar Robertson was drafted as a territorial pick by the Cincinnati Royals[image: External link], he was also recognized as the first pick in the first round of the draft as the Royals also held the first overall draft pick.[30][31]


	
^ Bill McGill was the first overall pick, although Dave DeBusschere and Jerry Lucas[image: External link] had been taken before the draft as their teams' territorial picks.[34]


	
^ Art Heyman was the first overall pick, although Tom Thacker[image: External link] had been taken before the draft as the Cincinnati Royals' territorial pick.[36]


	
^ Jim Barnes was the first overall pick, although Walt Hazzard[image: External link] and George Wilson[image: External link] had been taken before the draft as their teams' territorial picks.[38]


	
^ Fred Hetzel was the first overall pick, although Bill Bradley, Bill Buntin[image: External link] and Gail Goodrich had been taken before the draft as their teams' territorial picks.[40]


	
^ Before the 1971–72 season, Lew Alcindor changed his name to Kareem Abdul-Jabbar.[45]


	
^ David Thompson played in the American Basketball Association[image: External link] (ABA) in the 1975–76 season and did not play in the NBA until 1976. His rookie statistics are from the 1976–77 season[image: External link].[52]


	
^ a b Hakeem Olajuwon was born in Nigeria[image: External link], but became a naturalized United States citizen in 1993. When he arrived in the United States, the University of Houston incorrectly spelled his first name "Akeem". Olajuwon used that spelling until March 9, 1991, when he announced that he would add an H, saying, "I'm not changing the spelling of my name, I'm correcting it."[61][62]


	
^ Patrick Ewing was born in Jamaica[image: External link], but had become a naturalized United States citizen while at Georgetown.[64] He represented the United States at the 1984 Summer Olympics[image: External link].[65]


	
^ David Robinson did not play in the NBA until 1989 due to commitments to the United States Navy[image: External link].[68] His rookie statistics are from the 1989–90 season[image: External link].[69]


	
^ Tim Duncan is a United States citizen by birth, as are all natives of the U.S. Virgin Islands. Because of this citizenship arrangement, Duncan has played for the U.S. internationally.[79]


	
^ Elton Brand shared Rookie of the Year honors with Steve Francis of the Houston Rockets[image: External link].[82]


	
^ Greg Oden underwent microfracture surgery[image: External link] on his right knee before the 2007–08 season, and missed the entire season. His rookie statistics are from the 2008–09 season.[91]


	
^ Blake Griffin injured his left kneecap in a pre-season game before the 2009–10 season. He underwent a surgery in January 2010 and missed the entire season. His rookie statistics are from the 2010–11 season[image: External link].[94]


	
^ Kyrie Irving was born in Australia to American parents who returned to the U.S. when he was two years old. He has played for the U.S. internationally at both youth and senior level.[97][98]


	
^ Karl-Anthony Towns was born and raised in the United States, his mother is Dominican. He has chosen to represent the Dominican Republic[image: External link] at the international level


	
^ Ben Simmons was born and raised in Australia to an American father[image: External link] and Australian mother.
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Point Guard






The point guard (PG), also called the one or point, is one of the five positions[image: External link] in a regulation basketball game. A point guard has perhaps the most specialized role of any position. Point guards are expected to run the team's offense by controlling the ball and making sure that it gets to the right players at the right time. Above all, the point guard must totally understand and accept their coach's game plan; in this way, the position can be compared to a quarterback[image: External link] in American football or a playmaker[image: External link] in association football[image: External link] (soccer). While the guard must understand and accept the coach's gameplan, he must also be able to adapt to what the defense is allowing, and he also must control the pace of the game.

A point guard, like other player positions in basketball, specializes in certain skills. A point guard's primary job is to facilitate scoring opportunities for his/her team, or sometimes for themselves. Lee Rose[image: External link] has described a point guard as a coach on the floor, who can handle and distribute the ball to teammates. This involves setting up plays on the court, getting the ball to the teammate in the best position to score, and controlling the tempo of the game. A point guard should know when and how to instigate a fast break[image: External link] and when and how to initiate the more deliberate sets. Point guards are expected to be vocal floor leaders. A point guard needs always to have in mind the times on the shot clock[image: External link] and the game clock, the score, the numbers of remaining timeouts for both teams, etc.

Among the taller players who have enjoyed success at the position is Magic Johnson[image: External link], who was 6' 9" (2.06 m) and won the National Basketball Association Most Valuable Player Award[image: External link] three times in his career. Other point guards who have been named NBA MVP include Bob Cousy, Oscar Robertson, Derrick Rose and two-time winners Stephen Curry[image: External link] and Steve Nash[image: External link]. In the NBA[image: External link], point guards are usually about 6' 5" (1.96 m) or shorter, and average about 6' 2.75" (1.90 m) whereas in the WNBA[image: External link], point guards are usually 5' 9" (1.75 m) or shorter. Having above-average size (height, muscle) is considered advantageous, although size is secondary to situational awareness, speed, quickness, and ball handling skills. Shorter players tend to be better dribblers since they are closer to the floor, and thus have better control of the ball while dribbling.

After an opponent scores, it is typically the point guard who brings the ball down court to begin an offensive play. Passing skills, ball handling, and court vision are crucial. Speed is important; a speedy point guard is better able to create separation and space off the dribble, giving him/herself room to work. Point guards are often valued more for their assist totals than for their scoring. Another major evaluation factor is Assist-to- Turnover[image: External link] ratio, which reflects the decision-making skills of the player. Still, a first-rate point guard should also have a reasonably effective jump shot[image: External link].
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The point guard is positioned on the perimeter of the play, so as to have the best view of the action. This is a necessity because of the point guard's many leadership obligations. Many times, the point guard is referred to by announcers as a "coach on the floor" or a "floor general". In the past, this was particularly true, as several point guards such as Lenny Wilkens served their teams as player-coaches. This is not so common anymore, as most coaches are now solely specialized in coaching and are non-players. Some point guards are still given a great deal of leeway in the offense, such as Chris Paul[image: External link] of the Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link], Jason Kidd (current coach of the Milwaukee Bucks), Rajon Rondo of the Chicago Bulls[image: External link], John Wall[image: External link] of the Washington Wizards[image: External link] or Ricky Rubio[image: External link] of the Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]. Former Suns head coach Mike D'Antoni[image: External link] had often allowed Steve Nash to freelance when leading the Suns' offense, even letting him call his own plays at times. Even point guards who are not given this much freedom, however, are still extensions of their coach on the floor and must display good leadership skills. John Stockton[image: External link] is widely considered to be the ideal point guard, having amassed the most assists in NBA history. He also used the pick and roll maneuvre with Karl Malone.

Along with leadership and a general basketball acumen, ball-handling is a skill of great importance to a point guard. Generally speaking, the point guard is the player in possession of the ball for the most time during a game and is responsible for maintaining possession of the ball for his team in the face of any pressure from the opponents. Point guards must be able to maintain possession of the ball in crowded spaces and in traffic and be able to advance the ball quickly. A point guard that has enough ball-handling skill and quickness to be able to drive to the basket in a half-court set is also very valuable and considered by some to be a must for a successful offense.

After ball-handling, passing and scoring are the most important areas of the game for a point guard. As the primary decision-maker for a team, a point guard's passing ability determines how well a point guard is able to put his decision into play. It is one thing to be able to recognize the player that is in a tactically advantageous position, but it is another thing entirely to be able to deliver the ball to that player. For this reason, a point guard is usually, but not always, more skilled and focused on passing than shooting. However, a good jump shot and the ability to score off a drive to the basket are still valuable skills. A point guard will often use his ability to score in order to augment his effectiveness as a decision maker and play maker.

In addition to the traditional role of the point guard, modern teams have found new ways to utilize the position. Notably, several modern point guards have used a successful style of post play, a tactic usually practiced by much larger centers and forwards. Working off of the fact that the opposing point guard is in all probability an undersized player with limited strength, several modern point guards have developed games close to the basket that include being able to utilize the drop step, spin move, and fade away jump shot. Former Knick[image: External link] and Pacer[image: External link] Mark Jackson, and Detroit Pistons[image: External link] Chauncey Billups are notable examples of players who frequently use this style of play.

In recent years, the sport's shift from a fundamental style of play to a more athletic, scoring-oriented game resulted in the proliferation of so-called combo guards[image: External link] at the point guard position. More explosive and athletic point guards (e.g. Stephen Curry[image: External link], Derrick Rose, Russell Westbrook[image: External link], Kyrie Irving[image: External link], Isaiah Thomas[image: External link], Damian Lillard[image: External link], Kyle Lowry[image: External link], Mike Conley[image: External link], and Kemba Walker[image: External link]) focus on scoring as opposed to play-making, forgoing assists and ball-movement, and often defense, for higher scoring numbers. Young players who are relatively short are now developing the scoring aspects of their skill-sets, whereas previously these players would find it difficult to enter the NBA without true point guard skills. These combo[image: External link] point guards can surprise defenses. Instead of passing after bringing up the ball they quickly drive to the basket or step back for an outside shot. There are some disadvantages to this style of play. A point guard is the only position that has the ability to take the ball from one end of the court to the other causing teammates to never touch the ball. This can cause other players to become dis-involved in the offense. Even so, combo guards still require above-average passing skill, but not as much as possessed by "pure" point guards (which is what those in the traditional mold of a point guard are referred to).

A point guard primarily defends on the perimeter, just as he primarily plays on the perimeter on offense. On defense, the point guard is tasked with making the opposing point guard as ineffective as possible. A defensive point guard will try to accomplish this with constant pressure on the ball, making it difficult to maintain possession. A defensive point guard will also pressure opponents in passing lanes in an attempt to generate steals and scoring opportunities for his own team.
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Bob Cousy Award[image: External link] – An annual award given to the nation's top NCAA[image: External link] male point guard

	
Nancy Lieberman Award[image: External link] – The counterpart to the Cousy Award; given to the top NCAA female point guard




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
The Basketball Handbook (pg 14) (2004). Lee H. Rose ISBN 0-7360-4906-1[image: External link]









[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
FOXSports.com - Best all-time point guards[image: External link] at the Wayback Machine[image: External link] (archived July 12, 2005), accessed 2008-02-09





Categories[image: External link]:

	Point guards[image: External link]

	Basketball positions[image: External link]

	Basketball terminology[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 1 June 2017, at 11:10.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Point Guard: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Point_guard [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Point_guard [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Characteristics and styles of play

	2 Notes

	3 References

	4 External links





Shooting Guard






The shooting guard (SG), also known as the two or off guard,[1] is one of the five positions[image: External link] in a regulation basketball game. A shooting guard's main objective is to score points for his team.[1] Some teams ask their shooting guards to bring up the ball as well; these players are known colloquially as combo guards[image: External link]. Kobe Bryant, for example, as a shooting guard was as good a playmaker as he was a scorer; other examples of combo guards are Dwyane Wade, Allen Iverson, James Harden[image: External link], Jamal Crawford[image: External link], Randy Foye[image: External link] and Jason Terry[image: External link]. A player who can switch between playing shooting guard and small forward[image: External link] is known as a swingman[image: External link]. Notable swing men (also known as wing players) include Jimmy Butler[image: External link], Tracy McGrady, Vince Carter, Joe Johnson[image: External link], Andre Iguodala, Andrew Wiggins[image: External link], Evan Turner[image: External link] and Tyreke Evans. In the NBA[image: External link], shooting guards usually range from 6' 4" (1.93 m) to 6' 7" (2.01 m) and 5' 9" (1.75 m) to 6' 0" (1.83 m) in the WNBA[image: External link].
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The Basketball Handbook by Lee Rose[image: External link] describes a shooting guard as someone whose primary role is to score points. As the name suggests, most shooting guards are good long-range shooters, typically averaging 35–40 percent from three-point range (Ray Allen, Reggie Miller, Kyle Korver[image: External link], Klay Thompson[image: External link], and Dell Curry[image: External link] are good examples of elite shooters). Many shooting guards are also strong and athletic, and have the ability to get inside the paint[image: External link] and drive to the basket, five extraordinary examples are the players Michael Jordan[image: External link], Kobe Bryant, Dwyane Wade, Allen Iverson, and Vince Carter.

Typically, shooting guards are taller than point guards. Height at the position varies; many bigger shooting guards also play small forward[image: External link]. Shooting guards should be good ball handlers and be able to pass reasonably well, though passing is not their main priority. Since good shooting guards may attract double-teams, they are frequently the team's back-up ball handlers to the point guard and typically get a fair number of assists.

Shooting guards must be able to score in various ways, especially late in a close game when defenses are tighter. They need to have a good free throw percentage too, to be reliable in close games and to discourage opposing players from fouling. Because of the high level of offensive skills shooting guards need, they are often a team's primary scoring option, and sometimes the offense is built around them.

Good shooting guards can usually play point guard to a certain extent. It is usually accepted that point guards should have the ball in their hands at most times in the game, but sometimes the shooting guard has a significant enough influence on the team where he or she handles the ball extremely often, to the point where the point guard may be reduced to a backup ball handler or spot-up shooter.
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^ a b Shooting guards are 6'3"–6'7". BBC Sports academy[image: External link]. URL last accessed 2006-09-09.
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1996–97 NBA Season






The 1996–97 NBA season was the 51st season of the National Basketball Association (NBA). The league used this season to mark its 50th anniversary, which included the unveiling of the league's list of its 50 greatest players[image: External link]. This particular season featured what has since been acknowledged as one of the most talented rookie-classes, featuring the debuts of Allen Iverson, Ray Allen, Kobe Bryant, Steve Nash[image: External link], Jermaine O'Neal, Ben Wallace[image: External link] and Stephon Marbury. The season ended with the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] defeating the Utah Jazz[image: External link] 4 games to 2 in the NBA Finals[image: External link] to win the franchise's 5th championship.
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 1996 NBA lockout




The 1996 NBA lockout was the second lockout[image: External link] of four in the history[image: External link] of the NBA. It lasted for a couple of hours on July 10, 1996. The lockout was imposed after the league and the player's union could not reach an agreement involving $50 million in profit sharing from the television revenue. The league requested 50 percent of those profits to be applied toward player salaries while the union wanted more money to be included. After a few hours of talks, the league agreed to allocate an additional $14 million per season in television revenue toward the salary cap during the last four years of the six-year agreement. The lockout was ended only a few hours after it was announced and the agreement was reached.[1][2][3]
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	Coaching changes



	Offseason



	Team
	1995–96 coach
	1996–97 coach



	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	Allan Bristow[image: External link]
	Dave Cowens



	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	Dick Motta[image: External link]
	Jim Cleamons[image: External link]



	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	Mike Dunleavy, Sr.[image: External link]
	Chris Ford



	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	Butch Beard[image: External link]
	John Calipari



	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	John Lucas
	Johnny Davis[image: External link]



	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Cotton Fitzsimmons[image: External link]
	Danny Ainge[image: External link]



	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	Brendan Malone[image: External link]
	Darrell Walker[image: External link]



	In-season



	Team
	Outgoing coach
	Incoming coach



	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	Bernie Bickerstaff[image: External link]
	Dick Motta[image: External link]



	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Brian Hill[image: External link]
	Richie Adubato[image: External link]



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Garry St. Jean[image: External link]
	Eddie Jordan[image: External link]



	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Bob Hill[image: External link]
	Gregg Popovich[image: External link]



	Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link]
	Brian Winters[image: External link]
	Stu Jackson[image: External link]



	Washington Bullets[image: External link]
	Jim Lynam
	Bob Staak[image: External link]



	Bob Staak[image: External link]
	Bernie Bickerstaff[image: External link]





	The Chicago Bulls[image: External link] narrowly missed back-to-back 70 win seasons, going 69–13, tying the second best all-time record (with the 1971–72 Los Angeles Lakers season[image: External link]). With four games to play, the Bulls’ record stood at 68–10, only needing a 2–2 split; however, they went 1–3 in those games. In the final game of the regular season, the Bulls lost to the Knicks 103-101 as Scottie Pippen missed a three-pointer that would have given the Bulls back-to-back 70 win seasons. This loss also prevented the Bulls from tying the best home record of 40–1, set by the 1985–86 Boston Celtics[image: External link], finishing 39–2 at the United Center[image: External link].

	The 1997 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link] was played at Gund Arena[image: External link] in Cleveland, Ohio[image: External link], with the East defeating the West 132-120. Glen Rice of the Charlotte Hornets[image: External link] was named the game's MVP after scoring a record 20 points in the third quarter, and 24 in the second half. Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link] forward Kevin Garnett became the youngest player to play in the All-Star Game.

	The New Jersey Nets[image: External link] and Orlando Magic[image: External link] both played two games against each other in Tokyo, Japan[image: External link] early into the season.

	The Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] played their first game at the Core States Center (later First Union and Wachovia Center, now Wells Fargo Center).

	The Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] signed free-agent center Shaquille O'Neal. Along with the addition of Kobe Bryant, the duo would become a fixture on the team for eight years, winning three championships together. However, a media created feud[image: External link] would eventually lead to O'Neal being traded to Miami in 2004.

	
Allen Iverson set a rookie record scoring with forty points or more in five successive games.

	Due to extensive renovations at Oakland Coliseum Arena[image: External link], the Golden State Warriors[image: External link] played their home games at the San Jose Arena (later the HP Pavilion at San Jose, now known as the SAP Center at San Jose[image: External link]), home of the NHL[image: External link]'s San Jose Sharks[image: External link]). Following the season, the renovated arena became known as The Arena in Oakland, and was later renamed after the Oracle[image: External link] software company.

	
Dennis Rodman was suspended for 11 games after kicking a cameraman in a road game against the Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link] after tripping over him.

	In the last game of the regular season for both teams, the Washington Bullets[image: External link] defeated the Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] to obtain the eighth and final playoff spot in the Eastern Conference. Had Cleveland won, the Cavaliers would have qualified instead. As for the Bullets, this was their final playoff appearance until 2005 where the team was renamed the "Wizards". This is the last time thus far that a regular-season game has served as a direct play-in game to the postseason.

	Following a last-second three-point shot by John Stockton[image: External link] in Game 6 of the Western Conference Finals, the Utah Jazz[image: External link] made their first ever NBA Finals appearance.

	The rivalry between the New York Knicks and the Miami Heat[image: External link] got underway in Game 5 of the Conference Semifinals with a brawl at Miami Arena[image: External link]. In that brawl, P. J. Brown[image: External link] flipped Charlie Ward[image: External link] on the hardwood, inciting a bench brawl between the two. As a result, Brown was handed a two-game suspension, while Ward was suspended for Game 6. Meanwhile, as a result of leaving the bench during the brawl, Patrick Ewing[image: External link] and Allan Houston[image: External link] were suspended for Game 6, while Larry Johnson[image: External link] and John Starks[image: External link] were suspended for Game 7. The Heat eventually won the series in seven games.

	In Game 4 of the Western Conference Semifinals against the Lakers, Karl Malone hit all 18 of his free-throw attempts, setting a playoff record for most attempts without a miss, since broken by Paul Pierce[image: External link] and Dirk Nowitzki.

	After seven seasons of futility, the Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link] finally made a postseason appearance, becoming the last of the late-1980s expansion teams to do so. In addition, their expansion counterparts (Miami, Orlando, and Charlotte) also made the playoffs. It would be seven years, however, before they could win their first playoff series.

	The Atlanta Hawks[image: External link] played their final season at The Omni Coliseum[image: External link]. The site of The Omni was demolished to make way for Philips Arena[image: External link], forcing the Hawks to play most of their home games at the Georgia Dome[image: External link] and, in games featuring lesser-profile opponents, the Alexander Memorial Coliseum[image: External link] for the next two seasons.

	The season marked the fiftieth anniversary of the NBA. To commemorate the occasion, some NBA teams wore throwback uniforms[image: External link], the NBA logo was decorated in gold for all uniforms, and the 50th anniversary logo patch was featured in the warmups. The ‘NBA 50’ logo also adorned all 29 NBA courts for the first month of the season, decorated in the respective team colors. In addition, the NBA also unveiled the 50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link] during halftime of the 1997 NBA All-Star Game. One team, the Toronto Raptors[image: External link], honored the Toronto Huskies[image: External link] BAA[image: External link] team by wearing the Huskies' throwback uniforms, and even played the New York Knicks[image: External link] at the SkyDome[image: External link] on the 50th anniversary of the first ever BAA/NBA game on November 1, 1996.

	The Boston Celtics not only set a record for the worst winning percentage and number of wins in franchise history, but also become the only NBA team to win only once in 24 games against other teams in its division, in its last game therein versus the Philadelphia 76ers.[4] Several other teams, previously the 1970–71 Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] and latterly the 2005–06 Houston Rockets[image: External link], won only one divisional game in a shorter schedule.

	For the first time in NBA history, multiple teams – the above-mentioned Celtics and the second-year Vancouver Grizzlies – finished with a winning percentage below .200.[5] This was to be repeated in 1997–98 (the Nuggets[image: External link] and the Raptors[image: External link]) and again during 1998–99 (the Grizzlies[image: External link] again and the Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]) but has never occurred in any season since 1999–2000.

	After the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] got off to a poor 3-15 start, general manager Gregg Popovich[image: External link] fired head coach Bob Hill[image: External link]. Popovich immediately took over as the head coach, beginning (as of the 2016-17[image: External link] season) the NBA's longest active coaching tenure. The Spurs, after finishing the previous season with 59 victories, plunged to a 20-62 record while dealing with a myriad of injuries, especially to David Robinson and Sean Elliott[image: External link]. The 39-game decline was the worst regular-season turnaround in NBA history, surpassed 14 seasons later by the Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link], who lost 42 more games than the previous year.
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	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	61
	21
	.744
	–
	29–12
	32–9
	16–8



	x-New York Knicks[image: External link]
	57
	25
	.695
	4
	31–10
	26–15
	19–6



	x-Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	16
	26–15
	19–22
	13–11



	x-Washington Bullets[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	17
	25–16
	19–22
	14–10



	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	26
	56
	.317
	35
	16–25
	10–31
	11–13



	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	22
	60
	.268
	39
	11–30
	11–30
	11–14



	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	15
	67
	.183
	46
	11–30
	4–37
	1–23






	
Central Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	69
	13
	.841
	–
	39–2
	30–11
	24–4



	x-Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	56
	26
	.683
	13
	36–5
	20–21
	17–11



	x-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	15
	30–11
	24–17
	17–11



	x-Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	15
	30–11
	24–17
	14–14



	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	27
	25–16
	17–24
	13–15



	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	39
	43
	.476
	30
	21–20
	18–23
	11–17



	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	36
	20–21
	13–28
	10–18



	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	30
	52
	.366
	39
	18–23
	12–29
	6–22






	
Midwest Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	64
	18
	.780
	–
	38–3
	26–15
	19–5



	x-Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	57
	25
	.695
	7
	30–11
	27–14
	19–5



	x-Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	24
	25–16
	15–26
	16–8



	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	24
	58
	.293
	40
	14–27
	10–31
	9–15



	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	21
	61
	.256
	43
	12–29
	9–32
	7–17



	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	20
	62
	.244
	44
	12–29
	8–33
	8–16



	Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link]
	14
	68
	.171
	50
	8–33
	6–35
	6–18






	
Pacific Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	57
	25
	.695
	–
	31–10
	26–15
	16–8



	x-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	56
	26
	.683
	1
	31–10
	25–16
	18–6



	x-Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	8
	29–12
	20–21
	15–9



	x-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	17
	25–16
	15–26
	13–11



	x-Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	36
	46
	.439
	21
	21–20
	15–26
	10–14



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	34
	48
	.415
	23
	22–19
	12–29
	8–16



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	30
	52
	.366
	27
	18–23
	12–29
	4–20
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 By conference






	#
	
Eastern Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	69
	13
	.841
	–



	2
	y-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	61
	21
	.744
	8



	3
	x-New York Knicks[image: External link]
	57
	25
	.695
	12



	4
	x-Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	56
	26
	.683
	13



	5
	x-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	15



	6
	x-Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	15



	7
	x-Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	24



	8
	x-Washington Bullets[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	25



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	27



	10
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	39
	43
	.476
	30



	11
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	36



	12
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	30
	52
	.366
	39



	13
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	26
	56
	.317
	43



	14
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	22
	60
	.268
	47



	15
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	15
	67
	.183
	54






	#
	
Western Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	c-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	64
	18
	.780
	–



	2
	y-Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	57
	25
	.695
	7



	3
	x-Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	57
	25
	.695
	7



	4
	x-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	56
	26
	.683
	8



	5
	x-Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	15



	6
	x-Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	24



	7
	x-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	24



	8
	x-Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	36
	46
	.439
	28



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	34
	48
	.415
	30



	10
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	30
	52
	.366
	34



	11
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	24
	58
	.293
	40



	12
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	21
	61
	.256
	43



	13
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	20
	62
	.244
	44



	14
	Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link]
	14
	68
	.171
	50




Notes


	
z – Clinched home court advantage for the entire playoffs

	
c – Clinched home court advantage for the conference playoffs

	
y – Clinched division title

	
x – Clinched playoff spot
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 Playoffs




Teams in bold advanced to the next round. The numbers to the left of each team indicate the team's seeding in its conference, and the numbers to the right indicate the number of games the team won in that round. The division champions are marked by an asterisk. Home court advantage[image: External link] does not necessarily belong to the higher-seeded team, but instead the team with the better regular season record; teams enjoying the home advantage are shown in italics.

Main article: 1997 NBA Playoffs[image: External link]




	
	First Round
	
	
	Conference Semifinals
	
	
	Conference Finals
	
	
	NBA Finals
	



	
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	



	
	
	
	



	
	1
	Utah
	3
	



	



	
	8
	L.A. Clippers
	0
	



	
	
	1
	Utah
	4
	



	
	



	
	
	4
	L.A. Lakers
	1
	



	
	4
	L.A. Lakers
	3
	



	
	



	
	5
	Portland
	1
	



	
	
	1
	Utah
	4
	



	
	Western Conference



	
	
	3
	Houston
	2
	



	
	3
	Houston
	3
	
	



	
	



	
	6
	Minnesota
	0
	



	
	
	3
	Houston
	4
	



	
	



	
	
	2
	Seattle
	3
	



	
	2
	Seattle
	3
	



	
	



	
	7
	Phoenix
	2
	



	
	
	W1
	Utah
	2
	



	
	



	
	
	E1
	Chicago
	4
	



	
	1
	Chicago
	3
	
	
	



	
	



	
	8
	Washington
	0
	



	
	
	1
	Chicago
	4
	



	
	



	
	
	4
	Atlanta
	1
	



	
	4
	Atlanta
	3
	



	
	



	
	5
	Detroit
	2
	



	
	
	1
	Chicago
	4
	



	
	Eastern Conference



	
	
	2
	Miami
	1
	



	
	3
	New York
	3
	
	



	
	



	
	6
	Charlotte
	0
	



	
	
	3
	New York
	3
	



	
	



	
	
	2
	Miami
	4
	



	
	2
	Miami
	3
	



	
	



	
	7
	Orlando
	2
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 Statistics leaders






	Category
	Player
	Team
	Stat



	Points per game
	Michael Jordan[image: External link]
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	29.6



	Rebounds per game
	Dennis Rodman
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	16.1



	Assists per game
	Mark Jackson
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	11.4



	Steals per game
	Mookie Blaylock
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	2.72



	Blocks per game
	Shawn Bradley[image: External link]
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	3.40



	FG%
	Gheorghe Mureșan[image: External link]
	Washington Bullets[image: External link]
	.604



	FT%
	Mark Price[image: External link]
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	.906



	3FG%
	Glen Rice
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	.470
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 NBA awards
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 Yearly awards





	
Most Valuable Player: Karl Malone, Utah Jazz[image: External link]


	
Rookie of the Year: Allen Iverson, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]


	
Defensive Player of the Year: Dikembe Mutombo, Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]


	
Sixth Man of the Year: John Starks[image: External link], New York Knicks[image: External link]


	
Most Improved Player: Isaac Austin[image: External link], Miami Heat[image: External link]


	
Coach of the Year: Pat Riley, Miami Heat[image: External link]


	
All-NBA First Team:

	F – Karl Malone, Utah Jazz[image: External link]


	F – Grant Hill[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	C – Hakeem Olajuwon, Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	G – Michael Jordan[image: External link], Chicago Bulls[image: External link]


	G – Tim Hardaway[image: External link], Miami Heat[image: External link]






	
All-NBA Second Team:

	F Scottie Pippen[image: External link], Chicago Bulls[image: External link]


	F Glen Rice, Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]


	C Patrick Ewing[image: External link], New York Knicks[image: External link]


	G Gary Payton, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]


	G Mitch Richmond, Sacramento Kings[image: External link]






	
All-NBA Third Team:

	F Anthony Mason[image: External link], Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]


	F Vin Baker[image: External link], Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]


	C Shaquille O'Neal, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G John Stockton[image: External link], Utah Jazz[image: External link]


	G Anfernee Hardaway[image: External link], Orlando Magic[image: External link]






	
NBA All-Defensive First Team:

	F Scottie Pippen[image: External link], Chicago Bulls[image: External link]


	F Karl Malone, Utah Jazz[image: External link]


	C Dikembe Mutombo, Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]


	G Michael Jordan[image: External link], Chicago Bulls[image: External link]


	G Gary Payton, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]






	
NBA All-Defensive Second Team:

	F Anthony Mason[image: External link], Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]


	F P.J. Brown[image: External link], Miami Heat[image: External link]


	C Hakeem Olajuwon, Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	G Mookie Blaylock, Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]


	G John Stockton[image: External link], Utah Jazz[image: External link]






	
All-NBA Rookie First Team:

	
Shareef Abdur-Rahim, Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link]


	
Allen Iverson, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]


	
Stephon Marbury, Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	
Marcus Camby, Toronto Raptors[image: External link]


	
Antoine Walker, Boston Celtics[image: External link]






	
All-NBA Rookie Second Team:

	
Kerry Kittles[image: External link], New Jersey Nets[image: External link]


	
Ray Allen, Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]


	
Travis Knight, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	
Kobe Bryant, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	
Matt Maloney[image: External link], Houston Rockets[image: External link]








Note: All information on this page was obtained from the History section of NBA.com[image: External link]
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 Player of the week




The following players were named NBA Player of the Week.



	Week
	Player



	Nov. 1 – Nov. 10
	
Hakeem Olajuwon (Houston Rockets[image: External link])



	Nov. 11 – Nov. 17
	
Dale Ellis[image: External link] (Denver Nuggets[image: External link])



	Nov. 18 – Nov. 24 (tie)
	
Charles Barkley (Houston Rockets[image: External link])



	Nov. 18 – Nov. 24 (tie)
	
Karl Malone (Utah Jazz[image: External link])



	Nov. 25 – Dec. 1
	
Dikembe Mutombo (Atlanta Hawks[image: External link])



	Dec. 2 – Dec. 8
	
Terry Mills[image: External link] (Detroit Pistons[image: External link])



	Dec. 9 – Dec. 15
	
Shaquille O'Neal (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link])



	Dec. 16 – Dec. 22
	
Terrell Brandon[image: External link] (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link])



	Dec. 23 – Dec. 29
	
Tim Hardaway[image: External link] (Miami Heat[image: External link])



	Dec. 30 – Jan. 5
	
Glen Rice (Charlotte Hornets[image: External link])



	Jan. 6 – Jan. 12
	
Glenn Robinson[image: External link] (Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link])



	Jan. 13 – Jan. 19
	
Grant Hill[image: External link] (Detroit Pistons[image: External link])



	Jan. 20 – Jan. 26
	
Mitch Richmond (Sacramento Kings[image: External link])



	Jan. 27 – Feb. 2
	
Glen Rice (Charlotte Hornets[image: External link])



	Feb. 11 – Feb. 16
	
Alonzo Mourning[image: External link] (Miami Heat[image: External link])



	Feb. 17 – Feb. 23
	
Scottie Pippen[image: External link] (Chicago Bulls[image: External link])



	Feb. 24 – Mar. 2
	
Loy Vaught[image: External link] (Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link])



	Mar. 3 – Mar. 9
	
Patrick Ewing[image: External link] (New York Knicks[image: External link])



	Mar. 10 – Mar. 16
	
Karl Malone (Utah Jazz[image: External link])



	Mar. 17 – Mar. 23
	
Karl Malone (Utah Jazz[image: External link])



	Mar. 24 – Mar. 30
	
Kevin Johnson[image: External link] (Phoenix Suns[image: External link])



	Apr. 1 – Apr. 6
	
Grant Hill[image: External link] (Detroit Pistons[image: External link])



	Apr. 7 – Apr. 13
	
Allen Iverson (Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link])



	Apr. 14 – Apr. 20
	
Chris Webber[image: External link] (Washington Bullets[image: External link])
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 Player of the month




The following players were named NBA Player of the Month.



	Month
	Player



	November
	
Michael Jordan[image: External link] (Chicago Bulls[image: External link])



	December
	
Shaquille O'Neal (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link])



	January
	
Grant Hill[image: External link] (Detroit Pistons[image: External link])



	February
	
Glen Rice (Charlotte Hornets[image: External link])



	March
	
Karl Malone (Utah Jazz[image: External link])



	April
	
Kevin Johnson[image: External link] (Phoenix Suns[image: External link])
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 Rookie of the month




The following players were named NBA Rookie of the Month.



	Month
	Rookie



	November
	
Allen Iverson (Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link])



	December (tie)
	
Shareef Abdur-Rahim (Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link])



	December (tie)
	
Kerry Kittles[image: External link] (New Jersey Nets[image: External link])



	January
	
Stephon Marbury (Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link])



	February
	
Shareef Abdur-Rahim (Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link])



	March
	
Marcus Camby (Toronto Raptors[image: External link])



	April
	
Allen Iverson (Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link])
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 Coach of the month




The following coaches were named NBA Coach of the Month.



	Month
	Coach



	November
	
Rudy Tomjanovich[image: External link] (Houston Rockets[image: External link])



	December
	
Pat Riley (Miami Heat[image: External link])



	January
	
Lenny Wilkens (Atlanta Hawks[image: External link])



	February
	
Doug Collins (Detroit Pistons[image: External link])



	March
	
Jerry Sloan (Utah Jazz[image: External link])



	April
	
Dave Cowens (Charlotte Hornets[image: External link])
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2006–07 NBA Season






The 2006–07 NBA season was the 61st season of the National Basketball Association. The regular season[image: External link] began on October 31, 2006 and ran through April 18, 2007. The league fielded 30 teams, each playing an 82-game regular season schedule. The top eight seeds from each conference reached the NBA Playoffs[image: External link], which began on April 21, 2007 and ended on June 14, 2007. The San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] were crowned the champions after sweeping the Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] in the NBA Finals[image: External link].



TOP
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 Notable occurrences





	The first NBA draft under the new CBA rules was conducted, where draftees must be at least a year removed from high school graduation and are at least 19 years old to be eligible. Andrea Bargnani of Italy was selected by the Toronto Raptors[image: External link] as the No. 1 pick, becoming the second foreign player without U.S. collegiate basketball background to be selected No. 1. Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link] guard Brandon Roy was named Rookie of the Year.

	A new design for the official NBA game ball was revealed on June 28, 2006, at the NBA draft. Amid complaints by players and coaches, the league switched back to the previous ball on January 1, 2007.

	The 2007 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link] was played on February 18, 2007, at the Thomas & Mack Center[image: External link] in Las Vegas, Nevada[image: External link], the first time the event was held in a non-NBA city. The West defeated the East 153-132, with Kobe Bryant winning the game's MVP award.[1]


	For the second straight year, the Hornets[image: External link] played a split home schedule between New Orleans, Louisiana[image: External link] and Oklahoma City, Oklahoma[image: External link], due to Hurricane Katrina[image: External link].

	The Denver Nuggets[image: External link] and the New York Knicks[image: External link] entered into a brawl[image: External link] near the end of a December 16 match up. All ten players on the court at the time, including Nuggets star Carmelo Anthony (the league's leading scorer at the time), were ejected. Seven players were suspended as a result of the incident, the most notable of which was Carmelo Anthony's 15 game suspension.

	After 11 seasons with the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link], All-Star guard Allen Iverson was traded to the Denver Nuggets[image: External link] with rookie Ivan McFarlin for Andre Miller and Joe Smith.[2]


	After the 2006 Playoff controversy[image: External link], the format of team seeds[image: External link] changed. Each division winner may be seeded no lower than 4th, but the top non-division-winning playoff team may seed higher than a divisional champ if they have a better win-loss record. Home court advantage is given to the team with the better record, regardless of seeding.

	The Phoenix Suns[image: External link] and the Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] notched multiple 12+ game win-streaks during the course of the regular season. The Suns rattled off streaks of 15 and 17 games straight (tied for fifth longest in NBA history), while the Mavericks' streaks stretched to 12, 13, and 17 games straight.[3] The San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] joined these two teams by notching a 13-game winning streak.

	
Kobe Bryant notched four consecutive 50+ point games against the Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link], Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link], Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] and New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]; his streak ranks fourth behind streaks by Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link].[4]


	
Jason Kidd and Vince Carter of the New Jersey Nets become only the tenth pair of teammates in NBA history to record triple doubles[image: External link] in the same game. Nearly 20 years had passed since the last tandem, Michael Jordan[image: External link] and Scottie Pippen[image: External link], performed this feat.

	The Toronto Raptors[image: External link] won their first division title in the franchise's twelve-year history. It also marked the first time a Canadian-based NBA team had won a division title.[5]


	The Golden State Warriors[image: External link], who had not qualified for the playoffs since 1994[image: External link], became the first 8 seed to defeat a 1 seed in a best-of-seven playoff series, defeating the 67-win Dallas Mavericks in 6 games.[6]


	
Dirk Nowitzki won the NBA MVP[image: External link] Award and Tony Parker[image: External link] won the NBA Finals MVP[image: External link] Award,[7] the first time either award was won by a European-born player.

	Long-time Boston Celtics[image: External link] coach and executive Red Auerbach died on October 28 of heart attack[image: External link] at age 89. Reeling with the loss of their patriarch, and being down two key contributors in Paul Pierce[image: External link] and Tony Allen[image: External link], the Celtics finished the season with the second-worst record in the NBA, at 24-58, which included a franchise record 18-game losing streak. Another Celtics legend, Dennis Johnson, died on February 22, 2007 of the same ailment at age 52.

	The 2007 NBA Finals[image: External link], won by the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] 4-0 over the Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link], was the least-watched Finals series in NBA History, with a rating of 6.2.
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 Coaching changes






	Offseason



	Team
	2005–06 coach
	2006–07 coach



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Mike Montgomery[image: External link]
	Don Nelson



	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Larry Brown
	Isiah Thomas



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Rick Adelman[image: External link]
	Eric Musselman[image: External link]



	In-season



	Team
	Outgoing coach
	Incoming coach



	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	Mike Fratello[image: External link]
	Tony Barone[image: External link]



	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	Terry Stotts[image: External link]
	Larry Krystkowiak[image: External link]



	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	Dwane Casey[image: External link]
	Randy Wittman[image: External link]
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 Final standings
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 By division







	

	Eastern Conference[image: External link]





	
Atlantic Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	-
	30–11
	17–24
	11–5



	x-New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	6
	24–17
	17–24
	10–6



	Philadelphia 76ers
	35
	47
	.427
	12
	21–20
	14–27
	9–7



	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	14
	19–22
	14–27
	3–13



	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	24
	58
	.293
	23
	12–29
	12–29
	7–9






	
Central Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	-
	26–15
	27–14
	9–7



	x-Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	3
	30–11
	20–21
	10–6



	x-Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	4
	31–10
	18–23
	12–4



	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	35
	47
	.427
	18
	22–19
	13–28
	8–8



	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	28
	54
	.341
	25
	18–23
	10–31
	1–15






	
Southeast Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	-
	27–14
	17–24
	9–7



	x-Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	3
	26–15
	15–26
	8–8



	x-Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	4
	25–16
	15–26
	9–7



	Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	11
	20–21
	13–28
	9–7



	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	30
	52
	.366
	14
	18–23
	12–29
	5–11





	

	Western Conference[image: External link]





	
Northwest Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	51
	31
	.622
	-
	31–10
	20–21
	10–6



	x-Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	6
	23–18
	22–19
	9–7



	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	19
	18–23
	14–27
	7–9



	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	19
	20–21
	12–29
	6–10



	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	31
	51
	.378
	20
	20–21
	11–30
	8–8






	
Pacific Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	61
	21
	.744
	-
	33–8
	28–13
	11–5



	x-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	19
	25–16
	17–24
	10–6



	x-Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	19
	30–11
	12–29
	6–10



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	21
	25–16
	15–26
	8–8



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	28
	20–21
	13–28
	5–11






	
Southwest Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	67
	15
	.817
	-
	36–5
	31–10
	14–2



	x-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	58
	24
	.707
	9
	31–10
	27–14
	10–6



	x-Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	52
	30
	.634
	15
	28–13
	24–17
	8–8



	New Orleans/Oklahoma City Hornets[image: External link]
	39
	43
	.476
	28
	24–17
	15–26
	6–10



	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	22
	60
	.268
	45
	14–27
	8–33
	2–14
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 By conference







	


	#
	
Eastern Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	c-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	–



	2
	x-Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	3



	3
	y-Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	6



	4
	y-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	9



	5
	x-Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	4



	6
	x-New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	12



	7
	x-Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	12



	8
	x-Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	13



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Philadelphia 76ers
	35
	47
	.427
	18



	10
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	35
	47
	.427
	18



	11
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	20



	12
	Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	20



	13
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	30
	52
	.366
	23



	14
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	28
	54
	.341
	25



	15
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	24
	58
	.293
	29





	


	#
	
Western Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	67
	15
	.817
	-



	2
	y-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	61
	21
	.744
	6



	3
	x-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	58
	24
	.707
	9



	4
	y-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	51
	31
	.622
	16



	5
	x-Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	52
	30
	.634
	15



	6
	x-Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	22



	7
	x-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	25



	8
	x-Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	25



	



	9
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	27



	10
	New Orleans/Oklahoma City Hornets[image: External link]
	39
	43
	.476
	28



	11
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	34



	12
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	35



	13
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	35



	14
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	31
	51
	.378
	36



	15
	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	22
	60
	.268
	45












[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Playoffs




Teams in bold advanced to the next round. The numbers to the left of each team indicate the team's seeding in its conference, and the numbers to the right indicate the number of games the team won in that round. The division champions are marked by an asterisk. Home court advantage[image: External link] does not necessarily belong to the higher-seeded team, but instead the team with the better regular season record; teams enjoying the home advantage are shown in italics.

Main article: 2007 NBA Playoffs




	 
	First Round
	
	Conference Semifinals
	
	Conference Finals
	
	NBA Finals[image: External link]



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	
	E1
	Detroit[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E8
	Orlando[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	 
	E1
	Detroit[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	



	
	 
	E5
	Chicago[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	E4
	Miami[image: External link]*
	0



	



	
	E5
	Chicago[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	
	 
	E1
	Detroit[image: External link]*
	2
	 



	
	Eastern Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	E2
	Cleveland[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	E3
	Toronto[image: External link]*
	2
	 



	



	
	E6
	New Jersey[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	 
	E6
	New Jersey[image: External link]
	2



	
	



	
	 
	E2
	Cleveland[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	E2
	Cleveland[image: External link]
	4



	



	
	E7
	Washington[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	
	 
	E2
	Cleveland[image: External link]
	0



	
	
	



	
	 
	W3
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	4



	
	W1
	Dallas[image: External link]*
	2
	 



	



	
	W8
	Golden State[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	 
	W8
	Golden State[image: External link]
	1



	
	



	
	 
	W4
	Utah[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	W4
	Utah[image: External link]*
	4



	



	
	W5
	Houston[image: External link]
	3
	 



	
	
	 
	W4
	Utah[image: External link]*
	1



	
	Western Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	W3
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	W3
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	4
	 



	



	
	W6
	Denver[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	 
	W3
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	4



	
	



	
	 
	W2
	Phoenix[image: External link]*
	2
	 



	
	W2
	Phoenix[image: External link]*
	4



	



	
	W7
	LA Lakers[image: External link]
	1
	 






* Division winner

Bold Series winner

Italic Team with home-court advantage



This bracket:

	view[image: External link]

	talk[image: External link]

	edit[image: External link]
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 Statistics leaders






	Category
	Player
	Team
	Stat



	Points per game
	Kobe Bryant
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	31.2



	Rebounds per game
	Kevin Garnett
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	12.8



	Assists per game
	Steve Nash[image: External link]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	11.6



	Steals per game
	Baron Davis
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	2.14



	Blocks per game
	Marcus Camby
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	3.30



	Field goal percentage
	Mikki Moore[image: External link]
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	.608



	Free throw percentage
	Kyle Korver[image: External link]
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	.914



	Three-point field goal percentage
	Jason Kapono[image: External link]
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	.514
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 Awards
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 Yearly awards





	
Most Valuable Player[image: External link]: Dirk Nowitzki, Dallas Mavericks[image: External link][8]


	
Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link]: Marcus Camby, Denver Nuggets[image: External link][9]


	
Rookie of the Year: Brandon Roy, Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link][10]


	
Sixth Man of the Year[image: External link]: Leandro Barbosa[image: External link], Phoenix Suns[image: External link][11]


	
Most Improved Player[image: External link]: Monta Ellis[image: External link], Golden State Warriors[image: External link][12]


	
Coach of the Year[image: External link]: Sam Mitchell[image: External link], Toronto Raptors[image: External link][13]


	
Executive of the Year[image: External link]: Bryan Colangelo, Toronto Raptors[image: External link][14]


	
Sportsmanship Award[image: External link]: Luol Deng[image: External link], Chicago Bulls[image: External link][15]







	

	
All-NBA First Team[image: External link]:[16]

	F Dirk Nowitzki – Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]


	F Tim Duncan – San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	C Amar'e Stoudemire – Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	G Steve Nash[image: External link] – Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	G Kobe Bryant – Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]






	
NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link]:[17]

	F Tim Duncan – San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	F Bruce Bowen[image: External link] – San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	C Marcus Camby – Denver Nuggets[image: External link]


	G Kobe Bryant – Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G Raja Bell[image: External link] – Phoenix Suns[image: External link]






	
NBA All-Rookie First Team[image: External link]:[10]

	
Brandon Roy – Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]


	
Andrea Bargnani – Toronto Raptors[image: External link]


	
Randy Foye[image: External link] – Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	
Rudy Gay[image: External link] – Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]


	
Jorge Garbajosa[image: External link] – Toronto Raptors[image: External link] (tie)

	
LaMarcus Aldridge[image: External link] – Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link] (tie)








	

	
All-NBA Second Team:[16]

	F LeBron James – Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]


	F Chris Bosh[image: External link] – Toronto Raptors[image: External link]


	C Yao Ming – Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	G Gilbert Arenas[image: External link] – Washington Wizards[image: External link]


	G Tracy McGrady – Houston Rockets[image: External link]






	
NBA All-Defensive Second Team:[17]

	F Kevin Garnett – Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	F Tayshaun Prince[image: External link] – Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	C Ben Wallace[image: External link] – Chicago Bulls[image: External link]


	G Kirk Hinrich[image: External link] – Chicago Bulls[image: External link]


	G Jason Kidd – New Jersey Nets[image: External link][17]






	
All-NBA Rookie Second Team:[10]

	
Paul Millsap[image: External link] – Utah Jazz[image: External link]


	
Adam Morrison[image: External link] – Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]


	
Tyrus Thomas[image: External link] – Chicago Bulls[image: External link]


	
Craig Smith[image: External link] – Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	
Rajon Rondo – Boston Celtics[image: External link] (tie)

	
Walter Herrmann[image: External link] – Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link] (tie)

	
Marcus Williams[image: External link] – New Jersey Nets[image: External link] (tie)








	

	
All-NBA Third Team:[16]

	F Kevin Garnett – Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	F Carmelo Anthony – Denver Nuggets[image: External link]


	C Dwight Howard[image: External link] – Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	G Dwyane Wade – Miami Heat[image: External link]


	G Chauncey Billups – Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
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 Players of the month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Players of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	1October – November
	Howard, DwightDwight Howard[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Ming, YaoYao Ming (Houston Rockets[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	2December
	Arenas, GilbertGilbert Arenas[image: External link] (Washington Wizards[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/3)
	



	3January
	Bosh, ChrisChris Bosh[image: External link] (Toronto Raptors[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Nash, SteveSteve Nash[image: External link] (Phoenix Suns[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	4February
	Billups, ChaunceyChauncey Billups (Detroit Pistons[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Nowitzki, DirkDirk Nowitzki (Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	4March
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (2/3)
	



	5April
	Carter, VinceVince Carter (New Jersey Nets[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (3/3)
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 Rookies of the month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Rookies of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	01October – November
	Morrison, AdamAdam Morrison[image: External link] (Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Gay, RudyRudy Gay[image: External link] (Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[18]



	02December
	Garbajosa, JorgeJorge Garbajosa[image: External link] (Toronto Raptors[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Foye, RandyRandy Foye[image: External link] (Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[19]



	03January
	Bargnani, AndreaAndrea Bargnani (Toronto Raptors[image: External link]) (1/2)
	Roy, BrandonBrandon Roy (Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]) (1/3)
	[20]



	04February
	Bargnani, AndreaAndrea Bargnani (Toronto Raptors[image: External link]) (2/2)
	Roy, BrandonBrandon Roy (Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]) (2/3)
	[21]



	05March
	Herrmann, WálterWálter Herrmann[image: External link] (Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Roy, BrandonBrandon Roy (Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]) (3/3)
	[22]



	06April
	Williams, SheldenShelden Williams[image: External link] (Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Kinsey, TarenceTarence Kinsey[image: External link] (Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[23]
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 See also





	2007 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link]

	2007 NBA Playoffs

	2007 NBA Finals[image: External link]
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2008–09 NBA Season






The 2008–09 NBA season was the 63rd season of the National Basketball Association (NBA). The 1,230-game regular season (82 games for each of the 30 teams) began on Tuesday, October 28, 2008, and ended on Wednesday, April 15, 2009. The 2009 NBA Playoffs started on Saturday, April 18, 2009 and ran until Sunday, June 14 when the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] defeated the Orlando Magic[image: External link] 99–86 to win the 2009 NBA Finals[image: External link], four games to one.

The 2008 NBA draft was held on June 28, 2008, and Derrick Rose was selected first overall by the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] and eventually awarded the 2009 NBA Rookie of the Year Award. The 2009 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link] was hosted at the US Airways Center[image: External link] in Phoenix. The Western Conference All-Stars defeated the Eastern Conference All-Stars 146–119. The All-Star Game co-MVPs were Shaquille O'Neal and Kobe Bryant.[1]

This was the first NBA season since 1966–67[image: External link] without a Seattle[image: External link] franchise, as the SuperSonics[image: External link] moved[image: External link] to Oklahoma City[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link] in July 2008 and became the Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link].
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 Transactions




Main article: List of 2008–09 NBA season transactions[image: External link]
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 Coaching changes






	Offseason



	Team
	2007–08 coach
	2008–09 coach



	Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	Sam Vincent[image: External link]
	Larry Brown



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Jim Boylan[image: External link]
	Vinny Del Negro[image: External link]



	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	Larry Krystkowiak[image: External link]
	Scott Skiles[image: External link]



	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Pat Riley
	Erik Spoelstra[image: External link]



	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Isiah Thomas
	Mike D'Antoni[image: External link]



	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	Avery Johnson[image: External link]
	Rick Carlisle[image: External link]



	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Flip Saunders[image: External link]
	Michael Curry



	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Mike D'Antoni[image: External link]
	Terry Porter[image: External link]



	In-season



	Team
	Outgoing coach
	New coach



	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	P. J. Carlesimo[image: External link]
	
Scott Brooks[image: External link] (interim)




	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	Eddie Jordan[image: External link]
	
Ed Tapscott[image: External link] (interim)




	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	Sam Mitchell[image: External link]
	
Jay Triano[image: External link] (interim)




	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	Randy Wittman[image: External link]
	
Kevin McHale (interim)




	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Maurice Cheeks[image: External link]
	
Tony DiLeo (interim)




	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Reggie Theus[image: External link]
	
Kenny Natt[image: External link] (interim)




	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	Marc Iavaroni[image: External link]
	Lionel Hollins[image: External link]



	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Terry Porter[image: External link]
	
Alvin Gentry[image: External link] (interim)






	On November 21, 2008, the Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link] fired head coach P. J. Carlesimo[image: External link] and assistant coach Paul Westhead[image: External link] after a 1–12 start. Scott Brooks[image: External link] was named interim head coach for the rest of the season.[2]


	On November 24, 2008, the Washington Wizards[image: External link] fired head coach Eddie Jordan[image: External link] after a 1–10 start. Ed Tapscott[image: External link] took over for the remainder of the season.[3]


	On December 3, 2008, the Toronto Raptors[image: External link] fired head coach Sam Mitchell[image: External link], one day after the team lost by 39 points against the Denver Nuggets[image: External link]. Jay Triano[image: External link] was named the team's interim head coach.[4]


	On December 8, 2008, the Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link] fired head coach Randy Wittman[image: External link] after a 4–15 start to the season. Kevin McHale was announced as his replacement.[5]


	On December 13, 2008, the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] fired head coach Maurice Cheeks[image: External link] after a 9–14 start. Assistant general manager Tony DiLeo was appointed interim head coach for the rest of the season.[6]


	On December 15, 2008, the Sacramento Kings[image: External link] fired head coach Reggie Theus[image: External link] after a 6–18 start to the season. Assistant coach Kenny Natt[image: External link] was appointed interim head coach.[7]


	On January 22, 2009, the Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] fired head coach Marc Iavaroni[image: External link]. Assistant coach Johnny Davis[image: External link] was appointed interim head coach, and three days later, Lionel Hollins[image: External link] took over as head coach.

	On February 16, 2009, the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] fired head coach Terry Porter[image: External link]. He was replaced by Alvin Gentry[image: External link].
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 Notable occurrences




July


	On July 2, 2008, the city of Seattle[image: External link] and the Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] (owned by the Oklahoma City[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link]-based Professional Basketball Club LLC[image: External link]) reached a settlement where the defendants agreed to pay $45 million to relocate the team to Oklahoma City, retain the SuperSonics' players, coaches, and contracts, and "share" the SuperSonics' franchise history with a hypothetical future Seattle team. However, the SuperSonics name, colors, and logo will remain reserved for a future Seattle club.[8] The team was named the Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link] on September 3, 2008.

	On July 23, 2008, restricted free agent Josh Childress[image: External link] signed with Euroleague club Olympiacos[image: External link] for three years and $20 million net (the biggest signing in Euroleague history), marking the first departure of an American-born player to Europe in the prime of his career.[9]




October


	On October 11, 2008, the NBA's first outdoor game in more than three decades was held on the Indian Wells Tennis Garden[image: External link] in Indian Wells, California[image: External link]. The game was played between the Denver Nuggets[image: External link] and Phoenix Suns[image: External link], who played the last outdoor game against the Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link] in 1972.[10][11]


	On October 23, 2008, the NBA Board of Governors (owners) approved expanded use of instant replays for this season to determine if made baskets would be worth two or three points, and to award either two or three free throws on shooting fouls.[12]




December


	On December 10, 2008, Carmelo Anthony scored 33 of his season-high 45 points in the third quarter in a win against the Minnesota Timberwolves, breaking the franchise record and equaling the league record for most points in a quarter.[13]


	On December 11, 2008, Cuttino Mobley[image: External link] retired from the NBA because of a severe case of hypertrophic cardiomyopathy[image: External link], a heart disease.[14]


	On December 25, 2008, the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] broke the Boston Celtics[image: External link]' 19-game winning streak in a rematch of the previous season's NBA Finals.[15]




January


	On January 22, 2009, Alonzo Mourning[image: External link] retired from the NBA after 15 seasons.[16]




February


	On February 5, 2009, the Los Angeles Lakers broke another Celtic winning streak, joining a short list of teams to break two 12+ game win streaks in a season.[17]


	On February 7, 2009, LeBron James's 52-point triple-double[image: External link] against the New York Knicks[image: External link] on February 4 was negated by subtracting a rebound from his total. The negated rebound was given to Ben Wallace[image: External link]. James would have been the first player since Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link] in 1975 to have a 50-point triple-double.[18]


	On February 8, 2009, the Los Angeles Lakers broke the Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]' 23-game home-winning streak. In doing so, the Lakers became the first team in NBA history to win back-to-back games on the road (Boston and Cleveland) against teams with .800-plus win percentages at least 40 games into the season.[19]






NBA All-Star Break[image: External link]

The 2009 NBA All-Star Game was played at the US Airways Center, home of the Phoenix Suns, on February 15, 2009, with the West winning 146–119 and the Phoenix Suns' Shaquille O'Neal and Los Angeles Lakers' Kobe Bryant being named the Co-MVPs. During the NBA All-Star Weekend, Nate Robinson[image: External link] of the New York Knicks[image: External link] won the Sprite Slam Dunk competition; Kevin Durant, who won the Rookie Challenge MVP, also won the inaugural H.O.R.S.E Competition[image: External link] and Miami's Daequan Cook[image: External link] beat Rashard Lewis[image: External link] in a tiebreaker to win the Foot Locker Three-Point Shootout.




	On February 20, 2009, Utah Jazz[image: External link] owner Larry H. Miller[image: External link] died from complications of diabetes[image: External link] at the age of 64.[20]


	On February 20, 2009, the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] became the first team since the 1990 Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link] to have three consecutive games of scoring 140 points or more.[21]


	On February 22, 2009, Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link] point guard Steve Blake[image: External link] tied an NBA record by recording 14 assists in the first quarter in a game against the Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link].[22]


	On February 26, 2009, Chicago Bulls[image: External link] legends Norm Van Lier[image: External link] and Johnny "Red" Kerr[image: External link] died at the ages of 61 and 76, respectively.[23]




March


	On March 3, 2009, in the NBA's third annual Noche Latina event, a program that recognizes the NBA's fans and players from across Latin America and U.S. Hispanic communities, the Los Angeles Lakers wore celebratory jerseys (with the wording Los Lakers) in their 99–89 win over the Memphis Grizzlies.[24] Noche Latina celebrations took place in eight of the top ten American Hispanic markets in the NBA this season (up from four in 2007–08): Los Angeles, Miami, Phoenix, San Antonio, Dallas, Chicago, Houston and New York.

	On March 10, 2009, the Utah Jazz[image: External link] won their 12th game in a row. That was the fourth-longest win streak in franchise history and the longest since 1999. It was later broken by a loss to the Atlanta Hawks[image: External link].[25][26]


	On March 13, 2009, Detroit Pistons[image: External link] owner William Davidson died at the age of 86.[27]


	On March 13, 2009, the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] hosted the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] at their former home, the Wachovia Spectrum[image: External link], instead of their regular home, the Wachovia Center[image: External link]. The Sixers left the Spectrum following the 1995–96 season[image: External link] to move to the former John F. Kennedy Stadium[image: External link] site.[28]


	On March 15, 2009, the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] scored the third-highest number of points in a regulation game—without overtime—in a 154–130 win against the Golden State Warriors[image: External link]. They also scored 56 fast-break points, the highest recorded since the league began tracking the stat in 1997.[29] The win also included two 40+ point quarters, 42 in the first and 46 in the third.

	On March 21, 2009, Shaquille O'Neal moved from sixth all-time leading scorer to fifth, surpassing Moses Malone.[30]




April


	On April 2, 2009, the NBA teamed up with NRDC[image: External link] for the first-ever NBA Green Week 2009 in an effort to generate awareness and funds for protecting the environment. The week featured special on-court apparel, auctions to support environmental protection organizations, hands-on community service projects and the launch of a PSA featuring Hollywood icon and NRDC Trustee Robert Redford[image: External link]. The Denver Nuggets, the Charlotte Bobcats, and the Chicago Bulls wore green-colored uniforms and socks made from 45 percent organic cotton during select home games throughout the week to raise additional environmental awareness. NBA partner adidas outfitted all players with 100 percent organic cotton adidas shooting shirts featuring the NBA Green logo, which were worn during every game that week.[31]


	On April 10, 2009, Kobe Bryant moved from the 18th all-time leading scorer to 17th, surpassing Charles Barkley.

	On April 15, 2009, the Cleveland Cavaliers finished the season with a home record of 39–2, just one game shy of matching the all-time record.[32]


	On April 15, 2009, Shaquille O'Neal led the league in field goal percentage for an NBA-record tenth time.

	On April 23, 2009, Dikembe Mutombo retired after 18 seasons in the NBA, at age 42.[33]


	On April 27, 2009, the Denver Nuggets[image: External link] matched the largest margin of victory in an NBA playoff game by beating the New Orleans Hornets[image: External link] 121–63, in Game 4 of the 2009 NBA Playoffs[image: External link]. The record is shared with the Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link] 133–75 victory over the St. Louis Hawks[image: External link] in 1956[image: External link].[34]


	On April 30, 2009, the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] and the Boston Celtics[image: External link] played in a record fourth overtime game in a single playoff series.[35]




May


	On May 9, 2009, Hall of Fame head coach Chuck Daly died of pancreatic cancer[image: External link] at the age of 78.[36] For the entire NBA Playoffs, all NBA coaches and commentators wore pins with the initials "CD" on their suits to honor the Hall of Fame coach.[37]


	On May 21, 2009, Sam Cassell[image: External link] retired after 15 seasons in the NBA, at age 39.[38]


	On May 22, 2009, World Wrestling Entertainment[image: External link] and the Denver Nuggets[image: External link] were involved in a double-booking controversy, where WWE's WWE Raw[image: External link] was supposed to be held at the Pepsi Center[image: External link] on May 25. But Game 4 of the Western Conference Finals was also booked in the same venue on the same date. As a result, WWE decided to move the show, ironically, to the Staples Center[image: External link], the home of the Nuggets' conference finals opponents, the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link].[39][40]




June


	On June 14, 2009, the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] captured their 15th NBA title in franchise history with a 99–86 victory over the Orlando Magic[image: External link] in Game 5 of the 2009 NBA Finals[image: External link]. This also marked the tenth NBA Title for head coach Phil Jackson. In winning his tenth title, he passed Red Auerbach to obtain the crown of most titles for an NBA head coach.
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 Records broken





	On December 17, 2008, Chris Paul[image: External link] of the New Orleans Hornets[image: External link] broke the 22-year-old record for consecutive games with a steal (105), previously held by Alvin Robertson, in a game against Robertson's former team, the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]. The streak reached 108 games before ending on the December 25 against the Orlando Magic[image: External link].

	On December 23, 2008, the Boston Celtics[image: External link] recorded the best two-loss start in NBA history (27–2), in a 110–91 victory over the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]. They also broke a franchise record for the longest winning streak (18) with their 19th consecutive win. Their winning streak came to an end after a loss to the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link].

	On January 13, 2009, the Orlando Magic[image: External link] made an NBA record 23 three-pointers against the Sacramento Kings[image: External link]. Nine of the twelve Magic players who played in the game made at least one three-pointer.

	On February 2, 2009, Kobe Bryant set a record for most points scored in a game at the modern Madison Square Garden[image: External link] (61), besting the 60 points set by Bernard King. That was until Carmelo Anthony broke the record (62) in January 2014 against the Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link].

	On March 15, 2009, the Phoenix Suns scored 56 fast-break points against the Golden State Warriors, the most recorded in a single game since the league began tracking the stat in 1997.[29]


	On April 15, 2009, the Raptors' José Calderón[image: External link] topped the 1980–81 Rockets' Calvin Murphy for the NBA record for free-throw percentage. Calderón made 98.1% of his free throws in the season, missing only 3 of the 154 he took, taking the record from Murphy's mark of 95.8%.

	On April 15, 2009, Rudy Fernández[image: External link] of the Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link] set the rookie record for three-point field goals made in a season with 159.
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 By division







	

	Eastern Conference[image: External link]





	Atlantic Division[image: External link]
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	62
	20
	.756
	—
	35–6
	27–14
	15–1



	x-Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	21
	24–17
	17–24
	6–10



	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	34
	48
	.415
	28
	19–22
	15–26
	8–8



	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	29
	18–23
	15–26
	6–10



	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	30
	20–21
	12–29
	5–11






	Central Division[image: External link]
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div
	GP



	z-Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	66
	16
	.805
	—
	39–2
	27–14
	13–3
	82



	x-Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	25
	28–13
	13–28
	9–7
	82



	x-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	39
	43
	.476
	27
	21–20
	18–23
	7–9
	82



	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	36
	46
	.439
	30
	25–16
	11–30
	7–9
	82



	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	34
	48
	.415
	32
	22–19
	12–29
	4–12
	82






	Southeast Division[image: External link]
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div
	GP



	y-Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	59
	23
	.720
	—
	32–9
	27–14
	14–2
	82



	x-Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	12
	31–10
	16–25
	11–5
	82



	x-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	16
	28–13
	15–26
	9–7
	82



	Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	35
	47
	.427
	24
	23–18
	12–29
	5–11
	82



	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	19
	63
	.232
	40
	13–28
	6–35
	1–15
	82





	

	Western Conference[image: External link]





	Northwest Division[image: External link]
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div
	GP



	y–Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	—
	33–8
	21–20
	12–4
	82



	x–Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	—
	34–7
	20–21
	11–5
	82



	x–Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	48
	34
	.585
	6
	33–8
	15–26
	10–6
	82



	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	24
	58
	.293
	30
	11–30
	13–28
	3–13
	82



	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	23
	59
	.280
	31
	15–26
	8–33
	4–12
	82






	Pacific Division[image: External link]
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div
	GP



	c-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	65
	17
	.793
	—
	36–5
	29–12
	14–2
	82



	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	46
	36
	.561
	19
	28–13
	18–23
	11–5
	82



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	29
	53
	.354
	36
	21–20
	8–33
	6–10
	82



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	19
	63
	.232
	46
	11–30
	8–33
	2–14
	82



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	17
	65
	.207
	48
	11–30
	6–39
	7–9
	82






	Southwest Division[image: External link]
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	—
	28–13
	26–15
	10–6



	x-Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	1
	33–8
	20–21
	9–7



	x-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	4
	32–9
	18–23
	7–9



	x-New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	5
	28–13
	21–20
	9–7



	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	24
	58
	.284
	30
	16–25
	8–33
	5–11
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 By conference







	


	#
	
Eastern Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	66
	16
	.805
	—



	2
	y-Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	62
	20
	.756
	4



	3
	y-Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	59
	23
	.720
	7



	4
	x-Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	19



	5
	x-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	23



	6
	x-Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	25



	7
	x-Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	25



	8
	x-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	39
	43
	.476
	27



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	36
	46
	.439
	30



	10
	Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	35
	47
	.427
	31



	11
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	34
	48
	.415
	32



	12
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	34
	48
	.415
	32



	13
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	33



	14
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	34



	15
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	19
	63
	.232
	47





	


	#
	
Western Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	c-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	65
	17
	.793
	—



	2
	y-Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	11



	3
	y-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	11



	4
	x-Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	11



	5
	x-Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	12



	6
	x-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	15



	7
	x-New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	16



	8
	x-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	48
	34
	.585
	17



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	46
	36
	.561
	19



	10
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	29
	53
	.354
	36



	11
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	24
	58
	.293
	41



	12
	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	24
	58
	.293
	41



	13
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	23
	59
	.280
	42



	14
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	19
	63
	.232
	46



	15
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	17
	65
	.207
	48











x- clinched playoff berth

y- clinched division title

c- clinched home court advantage for the conference playoffs

z- clinched home court advantage for the entire playoffs
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 Tiebreakers




Main article: NBA playoffs § Format[image: External link]
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 Eastern Conference





	Philadelphia finished ahead of Chicago based on conference record (the 76ers' 25-27 to the Bulls' 24-28).
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 Western Conference





	Denver finished ahead of San Antonio based on head-to-head record (2-1) and Portland based on divisional record (the Nuggets' 12-4 to the Trail Blazers' 11-5), while San Antonio finished ahead of Portland upon winning the Southwest Division.
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 Playoffs




Teams in bold advanced to the next round. The numbers to the left of each team indicate the team's seeding in its conference, and the numbers to the right indicate the number of games the team won in that round. The division champions are marked by an asterisk. Home court advantage[image: External link] does not necessarily belong to the higher-seeded team, but instead the team with the better regular season record; teams enjoying the home advantage are shown in italics.

Main article: 2009 NBA Playoffs[image: External link]




	 
	First Round
	
	Conference Semifinals
	
	Conference Finals
	
	NBA Finals[image: External link]



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	
	E1
	Cleveland[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E8
	Detroit[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	 
	E1
	Cleveland[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	



	
	 
	E4
	Atlanta[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	E4
	Atlanta[image: External link]
	4



	



	
	E5
	Miami[image: External link]
	3
	 



	
	
	 
	E1
	Cleveland[image: External link]*
	2
	 



	
	Eastern Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	E3
	Orlando[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E3
	Orlando[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	



	
	E6
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	 
	E3
	Orlando[image: External link]*
	4



	
	



	
	 
	E2
	Boston[image: External link]*
	3
	 



	
	E2
	Boston[image: External link]*
	4



	



	
	E7
	Chicago[image: External link]
	3
	 



	
	
	 
	E3
	Orlando[image: External link]*
	1



	
	
	



	
	 
	W1
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4



	
	W1
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	



	
	W8
	Utah[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	 
	W1
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4



	
	



	
	 
	W5
	Houston[image: External link]
	3
	 



	
	W4
	Portland[image: External link]
	2



	



	
	W5
	Houston[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	
	 
	W1
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4



	
	Western Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	W2
	Denver[image: External link]*
	2
	 



	
	W3
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	1
	 



	



	
	W6
	Dallas[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	 
	W6
	Dallas[image: External link]
	1



	
	



	
	 
	W2
	Denver[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	W2
	Denver[image: External link]*
	4



	



	
	W7
	New Orleans[image: External link]
	1
	 






* Division winner

Bold Series winner

Italic Team with home-court advantage



This bracket:
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 Statistics leaders






	Category
	Player
	Team
	Stat



	Points per game
	Dwyane Wade
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	30.2



	Rebounds per game
	Dwight Howard[image: External link]
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	13.8



	Assists per game
	Chris Paul[image: External link]
	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	11.0



	Steals per game
	Chris Paul[image: External link]
	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	2.77



	Blocks per game
	Dwight Howard[image: External link]
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	2.92



	Field goal percentage
	Shaquille O'Neal
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	.609



	Three-point field goal percentage
	Anthony Morrow[image: External link]
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	.467



	Free throw percentage
	José Calderón[image: External link]
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	.981
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 Yearly awards





	
Most Valuable Player[image: External link]: Lebron James[image: External link], Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link][41][42]


	
Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link]: Dwight Howard[image: External link], Orlando Magic[image: External link][43]


	
Rookie of the Year: Derrick Rose, Chicago Bulls[image: External link][44]


	
Sixth Man of the Year[image: External link]: Jason Terry[image: External link], Dallas Mavericks[image: External link][45]


	
Most Improved Player[image: External link]: Danny Granger[image: External link], Indiana Pacers[image: External link][46]


	
Coach of the Year[image: External link]: Mike Brown[image: External link], Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link][47]


	
Executive of the Year[image: External link]: Mark Warkentien[image: External link], Denver Nuggets[image: External link][48]


	
Sportsmanship Award[image: External link]: Chauncey Billups, Denver Nuggets[image: External link][49]


	
J. Walter Kennedy Citizenship Award[image: External link]: Dikembe Mutombo, Houston Rockets[image: External link][50]







	

	
All-NBA First Team[image: External link]:[51]

	F LeBron James – Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]


	F Dirk Nowitzki – Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]


	C Dwight Howard[image: External link] – Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	G Kobe Bryant – Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G Dwyane Wade – Miami Heat[image: External link]






	
NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link]:[52]

	
Dwight Howard[image: External link] – Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	
Kobe Bryant – Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	
LeBron James – Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]


	
Chris Paul[image: External link] – New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]


	
Kevin Garnett – Boston Celtics[image: External link]






	
NBA All-Rookie First Team[image: External link]:[53]

	
Derrick Rose – Chicago Bulls[image: External link]


	
O. J. Mayo[image: External link] – Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]


	
Russell Westbrook[image: External link] – Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]


	
Brook Lopez[image: External link] – New Jersey Nets[image: External link]


	
Michael Beasley[image: External link] – Miami Heat[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Second Team:[51]

	F Tim Duncan – San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	F Paul Pierce[image: External link] – Boston Celtics[image: External link]


	C Yao Ming – Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	G Chris Paul[image: External link] – New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]


	G Brandon Roy – Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]






	
NBA All-Defensive Second Team:[52]

	
Tim Duncan – San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	
Dwyane Wade – Miami Heat[image: External link]


	
Rajon Rondo – Boston Celtics[image: External link]


	
Shane Battier[image: External link] – Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	
Ron Artest[image: External link] – Houston Rockets[image: External link]






	
NBA All-Rookie Second Team:[53]

	
Eric Gordon[image: External link] – Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]


	
Kevin Love[image: External link] – Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	
Mario Chalmers[image: External link] – Miami Heat[image: External link]


	
Marc Gasol[image: External link] – Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]


	
D. J. Augustin[image: External link] – Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link] (tie)

	
Rudy Fernández[image: External link] – Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link] (tie)








	

	
All-NBA Third Team:[51]

	F Carmelo Anthony – Denver Nuggets[image: External link]


	F Pau Gasol – Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	C Shaquille O'Neal – Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	G Tony Parker[image: External link] – San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	G Chauncey Billups – Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
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 Players of the week




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Players of the Week.



	Week
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	01Oct. 28 – Nov. 2
	Bosh, ChrisChris Bosh[image: External link] (Toronto Raptors[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (1/4)
	



	02Nov. 3 – Nov. 9
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (1/7)
	Stoudemire, Amar'eAmar'e Stoudemire (Phoenix Suns[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	03Nov. 10 – Nov. 16
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (2/7)
	Billups, ChaunceyChauncey Billups (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	04Nov. 17 – Nov. 23
	Wade, DwyaneDwyane Wade (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (1/3)
	Nowitzki, DirkDirk Nowitzki (Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]) (1/2)
	



	05Nov. 24 – Nov. 30
	Harris, DevinDevin Harris[image: External link] (New Jersey Nets[image: External link]) (1/2)
	Roy, BrandonBrandon Roy (Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]) (1/2)
	



	06Dec. 1 – Dec. 7
	Wade, DwyaneDwyane Wade (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (2/3)
	Nowitzki, DirkDirk Nowitzki (Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]) (2/2)
	



	07Dec. 8 – Dec. 14
	Harrington, AlAl Harrington[image: External link] (New York Knicks[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Duncan, TimTim Duncan (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	08Dec. 15 – Dec. 21
	Nelson, JameerJameer Nelson[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (1/2)
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (2/4)
	



	09Dec. 22 – Dec. 28
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (3/7)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/3)
	



	10Dec. 29 – Jan. 4
	Stuckey, RodneyRodney Stuckey (Detroit Pistons[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Jefferson, AlAl Jefferson[image: External link] (Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	11Jan. 5 – Jan. 11
	Howard, DwightDwight Howard[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (1/4)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (2/3)
	



	12Jan. 12 – Jan. 18
	Nelson, JameerJameer Nelson[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (2/2)
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (3/4)
	



	13Jan. 19 – Jan. 25
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (4/7)
	Bynum, AndrewAndrew Bynum[image: External link] (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	14Jan. 26 – Feb. 1
	Lee, DavidDavid Lee[image: External link] (New York Knicks[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Parker, TonyTony Parker[image: External link] (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]) (1/2)
	



	15Feb. 2 – Feb. 8
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (5/7)
	Gasol, PauPau Gasol (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/2)
	



	16Feb. 18 – Feb. 23
	Howard, DwightDwight Howard[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (2/4)
	Gasol, PauPau Gasol (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (2/2)
	



	17Feb. 24 – Mar. 1
	Harris, DevinDevin Harris[image: External link] (New Jersey Nets[image: External link]) (2/2)
	West, DavidDavid West[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	18Mar. 2 – Mar. 8
	Wade, DwyaneDwyane Wade (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (3/3)
	Williams, DeronDeron Williams[image: External link] (Utah Jazz[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	19Mar. 9 – Mar. 15
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (6/7)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (3/3)
	



	20Mar. 16 – Mar. 22
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (7/7)
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (4/4)
	



	21Mar. 23 – Mar. 29
	Howard, DwightDwight Howard[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (3/4)
	Parker, TonyTony Parker[image: External link] (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]) (2/2)
	



	22Mar. 30 – Apr. 5
	Howard, DwightDwight Howard[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (4/4)
	Kidd, JasonJason Kidd (Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	23Apr. 6 – Apr. 12
	Gordon, BenBen Gordon[image: External link] (Chicago Bulls[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Roy, BrandonBrandon Roy (Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]) (2/2)
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 Players of the month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Players of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	01October – November
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (1/4)
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (1/2)
	



	02December
	Wade, DwyaneDwyane Wade (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (1/2)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/2)
	



	03January
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (2/4)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (2/2)
	



	04February
	Wade, DwyaneDwyane Wade (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (2/2)
	Gasol, PauPau Gasol (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	05March
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (3/4)
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (2/2)
	



	06April
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (4/4)
	Nowitzki, DirkDirk Nowitzki (Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]) (1/1)
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 Rookies of the month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Rookies of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	01October – November
	Rose, DerrickDerrick Rose (Chicago Bulls[image: External link]) (1/3)
	Mayo, O. J.O. J. Mayo[image: External link] (Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]) (1/2)
	[54]



	02December
	Rose, DerrickDerrick Rose (Chicago Bulls[image: External link]) (2/3)
	Westbrook, RussellRussell Westbrook[image: External link] (Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]) (1/2)
	[55]



	03January
	Lopez, BrookBrook Lopez[image: External link] (New Jersey Nets[image: External link]) (1/2)
	Gordon, EricEric Gordon[image: External link] (Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[56]



	04February
	Lopez, BrookBrook Lopez[image: External link] (New Jersey Nets[image: External link]) (2/2)
	Westbrook, RussellRussell Westbrook[image: External link] (Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]) (2/2)
	[57]



	05March
	Rose, DerrickDerrick Rose (Chicago Bulls[image: External link]) (3/3)
	Love, KevinKevin Love[image: External link] (Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[58]



	06April
	Beasley, MichaelMichael Beasley[image: External link] (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Mayo, O. J.O. J. Mayo[image: External link] (Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]) (2/2)
	[59][60]
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 Coaches of the month




The following coaches were named the Eastern and Western Conference Coaches of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	01October – November
	Rivers, DocDoc Rivers[image: External link] (Boston Celtics[image: External link]) (1/2)
	Jackson, PhilPhil Jackson (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	02December
	Brown, MikeMike Brown[image: External link] (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (1/3)
	Scott, ByronByron Scott[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	03January
	Van Gundy, StanStan Van Gundy[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (1/1)
	McHale, KevinKevin McHale (Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	04February
	Brown, MikeMike Brown[image: External link] (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (2/3)
	Sloan, JerryJerry Sloan (Utah Jazz[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	05March
	Brown, MikeMike Brown[image: External link] (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (3/3)
	Adelman, RickRick Adelman[image: External link] (Houston Rockets[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	06April
	Rivers, DocDoc Rivers[image: External link] (Boston Celtics[image: External link]) (2/2)
	McMillan, NateNate McMillan (Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]) (1/1)
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 Salary cap




The NBA announced that the salary cap[image: External link] for the season would be $58.680 million, immediately going into effect on July 9 as the league's "moratorium period" had ended and teams could begin signing free agents[image: External link] and making trades.[61]

The tax[image: External link] level for the season was set at $71.150 million, with each team paying a $1 tax for each $1 by which it exceeds $71.150 million. The mid-level exception[image: External link] was $5.585 million for the season and the minimum team salary, which was set at 75% of the salary cap, was $44.010 million.[61]

For the 2007–08 season, the salary cap was set at $55.630 million ($3.05 million), the tax level was $67.865 million ($3.285 million) and the mid-level exception was $5.356 million ($229,000).[61]
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2009–10 NBA Season






The 2009–10 NBA season was the 64th season of the National Basketball Association (NBA). The 1,230-game regular season (82 games for each of the 30 teams) began on Tuesday, October 27, 2009, and ended on Wednesday, April 14, 2010.

The 2009 NBA draft was held on June 25, 2009, and Blake Griffin was selected first overall by the Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link].[1] The Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] hosted the 59th Annual All-Star Game at Cowboys Stadium[image: External link] in Arlington, Texas[image: External link], on February 14, 2010.[2]

For the second time in NBA history, all eight Western Conference playoff teams won at least 50 games, and only 7 wins separated the Western Conference #1 seed from #8 seed. Both of these events first occurred in 2008.

Cleveland's league-leading 61 wins was the lowest win total to lead the league since the Indiana Pacers[image: External link] won 61 games in 2003–04.[3]

The New Jersey Nets[image: External link] (Now the Brooklyn Nets) became the fifth team in NBA history to lose 70 games in a season
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 Transactions




Main article: List of 2009–10 NBA season transactions[image: External link]
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	Coaching changes



	Off-season



	Team
	2008–09 coach
	2009–10 coach



	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	Ed Tapscott[image: External link]
	Flip Saunders[image: External link]



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Kenny Natt[image: External link]
	Paul Westphal[image: External link]



	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Tony DiLeo
	Eddie Jordan[image: External link]



	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	Kevin McHale
	Kurt Rambis[image: External link]



	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Michael Curry
	John Kuester[image: External link]



	In-season



	Team
	Outgoing coach
	New coach



	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	Byron Scott[image: External link]
	Jeff Bower[image: External link]



	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	Lawrence Frank[image: External link]
	Tom Barrise[image: External link]



	Tom Barrise[image: External link]
	Kiki Vandeweghe[image: External link]



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Mike Dunleavy[image: External link]
	Kim Hughes[image: External link]
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 Off-season





	On April 22, the Washington Wizards[image: External link] hired Flip Saunders[image: External link] as head coach, replacing interim head coach Ed Tapscott[image: External link].[4]


	On April 23, the Sacramento Kings[image: External link] fired interim head coach Kenny Natt[image: External link] and four assistant coaches after the Kings finished with a season-low 17 wins.[5]


	On May 11, the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]' interim head coach Tony DiLeo decided to withdraw his name from consideration as head coach for the 2009–10 season, citing family concerns. DiLeo retains his old position as the Assistant General Manager and Senior Vice President.[6]


	On June 1, the Philadelphia 76ers hired Eddie Jordan[image: External link] as head coach.[7]


	On June 9, the Sacramento Kings[image: External link] hired Paul Westphal[image: External link] as head coach.[8]


	On June 17, the Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link] fired interim head coach Kevin McHale, ending McHale's 15-year association with the franchise.[9]


	On June 30, the Detroit Pistons[image: External link] fired head coach Michael Curry, after only one season at the position.[10]


	On July 9, the Detroit Pistons hired Cavaliers[image: External link] assistant coach John Kuester[image: External link] as head coach.[11]


	On August 10, the Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link] hired Lakers[image: External link] assistant coach Kurt Rambis[image: External link] as head coach.[12]
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 In-season





	On November 12, the New Orleans Hornets[image: External link] fired Byron Scott[image: External link] as head coach, replacing him on an interim basis with general manager Jeff Bower[image: External link].[13]


	On November 29, the New Jersey Nets[image: External link] fired Lawrence Frank[image: External link] as head coach, replacing him on an interim basis with assistant coach Tom Barrise[image: External link].[14]


	On December 1, the New Jersey Nets appointed general manager Kiki Vandeweghe[image: External link] as an interim head coach, replacing Tom Barrise who coached the team for two games after Lawrence Frank was fired.[15]


	On February 4, Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link] head coach Mike Dunleavy[image: External link] stepped down from coaching duties. He retained his position as the team's general manager (he was fired on March 9). Assistant coach Kim Hughes[image: External link] replaced him as head coach on interim basis.[16]
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June


	On June 10, 2009, one-time All-Star Game MVP Randy Smith died at the age of 60.[17]


	On June 25, 2009, the 2009 NBA draft was held at the Madison Square Garden[image: External link], New York City. Blake Griffin was selected first overall by the Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link].[1]




July


	On July 7, 2009, the NBA announced that the salary cap[image: External link] for the 2009–10 season would be $57.70 million and would go into effect on July 8.[18]




September


	On September 1, 2009, the five-year contract between the NBA and its referees expired. Both parties had failed to negotiate a new contract by the start of the pre-season, resulting in a lockout by the National Basketball Referees Association (NBRA) starting on September 18.[19][20]


	On September 5, 2009, three-time NBA Champion Bruce Bowen[image: External link] retired after 12 seasons in the NBA, at the age of 38.[21]


	On September 11, 2009, Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link] co-owner William Beck[image: External link] died in a plane crash, at the age of 49.[22]


	On September 11, 2009, NBA legends Michael Jordan[image: External link], John Stockton[image: External link] and David Robinson along with Utah Jazz[image: External link] coach Jerry Sloan were inducted to the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame.[23]


	On September 16, 2009, Indiana Pacers[image: External link] co-owner Melvin Simon died at the age of 82.[24]


	On September 24, 2009, Mikhail Prokhorov[image: External link], who at the time was Russia's richest man according to Forbes[image: External link] magazine, reached a deal to become the majority owner of the New Jersey Nets[image: External link] and to fund nearly half the cost of building the Nets' new arena.[25]


	On September 30, 2009, the NBA issued a policy regarding Twitter and other social media sites, banning players, coaches and other team basketball operations personnel from using them during games.[26]




October


	On October 1, the pre-season games started and were refereed by replacement referees from the Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA) and the NBA D-League[image: External link] due to the lockout of referees.[27] This marked the first time that replacement referees were used in the NBA since the 1995–96 season[image: External link].[28]


	On October 2, the NBA Board of Governors approved the expanded use of instant replay starting this season to determine whether a 24-second shot clock[image: External link] violation occurred during a play, and to determine during the last two minutes of regulation play or any overtime period which player last touched the ball prior to it going out-of-bounds.[29]


	On October 8, the NBA played its first-ever game in Taipei[image: External link]. A pre-season game between the Indiana Pacers[image: External link] and the Denver Nuggets[image: External link] was played at Taipei Arena[image: External link]. Taipei became the seventh Asian city to host an NBA game, after Beijing, Guangzhou[image: External link], Macau[image: External link], Shanghai, Tokyo and Yokohama[image: External link].[30][31]


	On October 9, Marvin Fishman, one of the original owners of the Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link], died at the age of 84.[32]


	On October 23, the NBA and its referees announced that they have agreed on a new labor agreement for the next two seasons, thus ending the lockout of referees.[33][34]





	On October 27, the regular season opened with a record of 83 international players on the opening night rosters, tying the records set in the 2006–07 season. Israeli[image: External link] Omri Casspi[image: External link], Swede[image: External link] Jonas Jerebko[image: External link] and Tanzanian[image: External link] Hasheem Thabeet[image: External link] were representing their countries for the first time in the NBA.[35] The opening night rosters also featured a record number of former D-League[image: External link] players with 63 players on 29 NBA teams.[36]




November


	On November 10, Hall of Famer coach Al Cervi died at the age of 92.[37]


	On November 24, Washington Wizards[image: External link] owner Abe Pollin[image: External link] died at the age of 85.[38]


	On November 25, ten-time All-Star Allen Iverson announced his retirement from the NBA. He was waived by the Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] on November 19 after playing three games.[39][40]




December


	On December 2, Allen Iverson came out of retirement and agreed to sign for the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link], the team in which he made his NBA debut 13 years previously.[41]




January


	On January 6, Washington Wizards[image: External link] guard Gilbert Arenas[image: External link] was suspended indefinitely, pending further investigation of his admission of bringing guns to the Wizards' locker room. Reports said that Arenas brought his gun because of a dispute with teammate Javaris Crittenton[image: External link] over a gambling debt.[42] Arenas was later charged with carrying a gun without a license and pleaded guilty to the charge.[43][44]


	On January 9, Detroit Pistons[image: External link] guard Ben Gordon[image: External link] scored the 10 millionth point in NBA regular season history.[45]


	On January 27, the NBA suspended Washington Wizards guards Gilbert Arenas and Javaris Crittenton for the rest of the season. Both Arenas and Crittenton brought guns into the team's locker room at Verizon Center[image: External link], a violation of both the league's constitution and of the city's laws requiring any guns in the city be licensed in Washington and kept in the home. A few days earlier, Crittenton was also charged with, and pleaded guilty to, a misdemeanor count of possession of an unregistered firearm.[46]




February


	On February 3, Hall of Famer Dick McGuire died of natural causes at age 84.[47]






NBA All-Star Break


The 2010 NBA All-Star Game was played at Cowboys Stadium[image: External link], in Texas, on February 14, 2010, with the East winning in a closely contested game, 141–139, and the Miami Heat[image: External link]'s Dwyane Wade being named the MVP. The game had record-breaking attendance, with 108,713. In the Rookie Challenge[image: External link] game, the Rookies defeated the Sophomores. Tyreke Evans was named the game's MVP. This is the first time the Rookies won the Rookie Challenge since 2002. During the NBA All-Star Weekend, Nate Robinson[image: External link] of the New York Knicks[image: External link] won the Sprite Slam Dunk Contest[image: External link] for the third time in his career; Kevin Durant, who also won the inaugural event, won this year's H.O.R.S.E Competition[image: External link] and Boston's Paul Pierce[image: External link] beat rookie Stephen Curry[image: External link] to win the Three-Point Shootout[image: External link]. Steve Nash[image: External link] won the Skills Challenge[image: External link] for the second time in his career. Team Texas, which represented Dallas, Houston and San Antonio, won the Shooting Stars Competition[image: External link]. In a miscellaneous note, Dwight Howard[image: External link] of the Orlando Magic[image: External link] set a Guinness World Record[image: External link] for the longest basketball shot while sitting down, at 52 ft 6 in, during Jam Session.




	On February 25, the second overall draft pick in the 2009 draft, Hasheem Thabeet, was assigned to NBA D-League[image: External link] team Dakota Wizards[image: External link], becoming the highest drafted player to play in the D-League.[48]


	On February 27, Five-time All-Star Carl Braun[image: External link] died of natural causes at the age of 82.[49]


	On February 27, Michael Jordan[image: External link] reached a deal to become the majority owner of the Bobcats. Jordan has been a part-owner of the Bobcats with the final say on all basketball decisions since 2006.[50]




March


	On March 9, Mike Dunleavy[image: External link] was fired as Clippers General Manager.[51]


	On March 13, the Washington Wizards become the first team in 10 years to play 3 games on 3 consecutive nights. The scheduling was caused by a February blizzard that postponed a game.[52]




April


	On April 5, the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame announced the members of the Class of 2010 inductees. Four former NBA players, Dennis Johnson, Gus Johnson, Karl Malone and Scottie Pippen[image: External link] were named among the players to be inducted[image: External link] in the Enshrinement Ceremony on August 13. Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] owner Jerry Buss was named among the contributors to be inducted[image: External link]. The United States national basketball team[image: External link] that won the gold medal[image: External link] in the 1992 Olympic Games[image: External link] was named among the teams to be inducted[image: External link]. The team, dubbed "The Dream Team[image: External link]", was the first team made up primarily of NBA players. Prior to the FIBA rules change in 1989, NBA players were not eligible to compete in international basketball.[53]


	On April 12, the New Jersey Nets played their final game at the Izod Center[image: External link], a 105–95 loss to the Charlotte Bobcats. The Nets, who have played at the Izod Center since 1981, would move to the Prudential Center[image: External link] for the next two seasons before finally moving to the Barclays Center[image: External link] in Brooklyn[image: External link], New York, in 2012.[54]


	On April 14, the Orlando Magic[image: External link] played their final regular season game at the Amway Arena[image: External link], a 125–111 win over the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]. The Magic, who have played at the Amway Arena since their inaugural season in 1989, will move to the Amway Center[image: External link] next season.[55]
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	October 27: League record. Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] forward LeBron James became the youngest player to record 13,000 career points.[56]


	November 6: League record. Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] guard Kobe Bryant became the youngest player to record 24,000 career points.[57]


	November 14: Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link] franchise record. Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link] rookie Brandon Jennings[image: External link] scored 55 points bettering the Bucks rookie scoring record previously set by Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link] on February 21, 1970, by four points. He also became the youngest player in NBA history to score more than 50 points in a game. He fell just two points short of the franchise scoring record set by Michael Redd[image: External link] on November 11, 2006. He also fell just three points short of the NBA record for points by a rookie set twice in 1960 by Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link].[58][59]


	November 25: League record. Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] guard Jason Kidd moved into second place on NBA's career assists list. Kidd recorded seven assists on the night to bring his career assists total to 10,337 assists, overtaking Mark Jackson who recorded 10,334 assists.[60]


	December 2: Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] franchise record. Center Žydrūnas Ilgauskas[image: External link] played his 724th game with the Cavaliers to set the franchise record for most games played. He broke the old record of 723 games held by Danny Ferry[image: External link].[61]


	January 2: Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link] franchise record. Forward Kevin Durant scored more than 30 points in his seventh consecutive game, breaking the franchise record set by Spencer Haywood in January 1972.[62][63]


	January 2: League record. Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron James became the youngest player to score 14,000 career points.[64]


	January 3: Toronto Raptors[image: External link] franchise record. Forward Chris Bosh[image: External link] became the leading scorer in Raptors' franchise history, surpassing Vince Carter's previous franchise record of 9,420 points. Bosh scored 22 points on the night to bring his franchise point total to 9,428 points.[65]


	January 13: League record. Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] forward Dirk Nowitzki became the first European-born player to score 20,000 career points.[66][67]


	January 13: Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link] franchise record. Center Al Jefferson[image: External link] set a single-game franchise record with 26 rebounds in a triple overtime loss to the Houston Rockets.[68]


	January 16: Miami Heat[image: External link] franchise record. Guard Dwyane Wade became the Heat's career leader in assists, surpassing Tim Hardaway[image: External link]'s previous franchise record of 2,867 assists.[69]


	January 21: League record. Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant became the youngest player to score 25,000 career points.[70]


	February 1: Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] franchise record. Guard Kobe Bryant became the leading scorer in Lakers' franchise history, surpassing Jerry West's previous franchise record of 25,192 points.[71] Bryant scored 44 points on the night to bring his franchise point total to 25,208 points, 14th on the NBA's all-time scoring list.[72]


	February 2: League record. Atlanta Hawks[image: External link] forward Josh Smith[image: External link] became the youngest player to record 1,000 career blocks.[73]


	February 20: Chicago Bulls[image: External link] franchise record. Guard Kirk Hinrich[image: External link] recorded his 771st three-point field goal. Breaking the franchise record of 770 by Ben Gordon[image: External link]


	February 26: Orlando Magic[image: External link] franchise record. Center Dwight Howard[image: External link] recorded his 20th straight double-double[image: External link], breaking the franchise record of 19 straight double-double set by Shaquille O'Neal.[74][75]


	March 5: Cleveland Cavaliers franchise record. Forward LeBron James became the franchise's all-time leader in minutes played with 21,573 in the Cavaliers' game against the Detroit Pistons[image: External link], surpassing previous franchise leader Žydrūnas Ilgauskas.[76]


	March 12: Oklahoma City Thunder franchise record. Forward Kevin Durant had his 36th game with 30 or more points this season, breaking the franchise record set by Spencer Haywood in the 1972–73 season[image: External link].[77]


	March 17: Toronto Raptors franchise record. Forward Chris Bosh becomes the first Raptor to score 10,000 points.[78]


	March 19: League record. Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] forward LeBron James became the youngest player to record 15,000 career points.[79]


	March 26: Boston Celtics franchise record. Guard Rajon Rondo set the Celtics single-season steals record, passing Rick Fox[image: External link]. Paul Pierce[image: External link] set the all-time franchise record for free throws made, passing John Havlicek[image: External link].[80]


	April 7: League record. Golden State Warriors[image: External link] head coach Don Nelson became the NBA's all-time winningest coach, passing Lenny Wilkens' previous record of 1,332 wins.[81]


	April 14: League record. Kevin Durant became the youngest scoring leader[image: External link] at the age of 21. Durant, who averaged 30.1 points per game, surpassed Max Zaslofsky who was the scoring leader in the 1947–48 BAA[image: External link] at the age of 22.[82]


	April 14: League record. Dwight Howard led the league in both rebounding[image: External link] and blocked shots[image: External link]. He became the only player to lead the league in blocks and rebounding in the same season twice, which he did consecutively.[83]


	April 14: League record. Utah Jazz[image: External link] guard-forward Kyle Korver[image: External link] set the record for the highest three-point field goal percentage in a season when he shot 53.6%, breaking Steve Kerr[image: External link]'s record of 52.4% in the 1994–95 season[image: External link].[84]
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	December 2: Worst winless start of season. The New Jersey Nets[image: External link] lost to extend their losing streak to 18 since the start of the season. This set the record for the NBA's all-time worst winless start. The Nets broke the old record of 17 games, previously held by both the 1988–89 Miami Heat[image: External link], who were in their first season, and the 1998–99 Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link], who were resuming play after a league-wide lockout.[85]


	December 17: Most three-point field goal attempts in a half. The New York Knicks[image: External link] attempted 29 three-point shots in the first half of a game at the Chicago Bulls[image: External link], setting the NBA record for three-point attempts in a half.[86]


	December 21: Largest deficit overcome. The Sacramento Kings[image: External link] overcame a 35-point deficit to defeat the Chicago Bulls. This was the second largest deficit overcome in NBA history. The score was Sacramento 44, Chicago 79 with 8:50 remaining in the third quarter, whereupon the Kings rallied with a 58–19 run for the remainder of the game to win in regulation time. The final score was Sacramento 102, Chicago 98. The NBA record for this feat took place on November 27, 1996, when the Utah Jazz[image: External link] overcame a 36-point deficit to defeat the Denver Nuggets[image: External link] in regulation by a final score of Utah 107, Denver 103. The Jazz achieved this feat as the home team, while the Kings achieved it as the visiting team.[87]


	December 23: Fewest points scored in overtime. The Sacramento Kings failed to score in the overtime period in a game against the Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link], becoming the ninth team in NBA history to score zero points in overtime.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	December 26: Worst 30-game start of season. The New Jersey Nets became the sixth team in NBA history to lose 28 of its first 30 games, joining the 1970–71 Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link], 1992–93 Dallas Mavericks[image: External link], 1993–94 Dallas Mavericks[image: External link], 1997–98 Denver Nuggets[image: External link], and 2004–05 New Orleans Hornets[image: External link].[88]


	January 13: First franchise to 3,000 wins. The Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] defeated the Dallas Mavericks at Dallas to record the three thousandth regular season victory in franchise history. In the process, the Lakers became the first franchise in NBA history to win three thousand games.[89]


	January 23: Worst 3-win start of season. The New Jersey Nets became the third team in NBA history to lose 40 of its first 43 games, tying the 1993–94 Dallas Mavericks and 1997–98 Denver Nuggets for the worst start to a season with three wins.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	January 24: Largest win in franchise history. The Dallas Mavericks defeated the New York Knicks 128–78 at New York. The 50-point deficit is the Mavericks largest win in franchise history. For the Knicks, it was the worst home loss and the second worst loss in franchise history.[90][91]


	January 29: First team to win five consecutive games over opponents over .500 on the road. The Chicago Bulls became the first team in NBA history to win five consecutive games over opponents over .500 on the road.

	January 31: Most three-point field goals in a quarter. The Cleveland Cavaliers made eleven three-point shots in the first quarter of a game against the Los Angeles Clippers. This tied the NBA record set by the Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link] against the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] on March 28, 2006.[92][93]


	February 6: Worst 50-game start of season. The New Jersey Nets became the third team in NBA history to lose 46 of its first 50 games, joining the 1972–73[image: External link] Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] and 1992–93 Dallas Mavericks.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	March 6: Most three-point field goal attempt without making one. The New York Knicks[image: External link] attempted 18 three-point shots without making one in a game against the New Jersey Nets. This surpassed the previous league record of 16 set by the Washington Wizards[image: External link] on November 2, 2007.[94]


	March 22: Worst 70-game start of season. The New Jersey Nets became the second team in NBA history to lose 63 of its first 70 games, joining the 1992–93 Dallas Mavericks.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	April 14: Most three-point field goal made in a season. The Orlando Magic[image: External link] broke the record for most three-point field goals made in a season when Vince Carter scored the Magic's eight three-pointer in the game against the Philadelphia 76ers to surpass the previous record of 837 three-point field goals held by the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] in 2005–06.[95] The Magic scored 11 three-point field goal in the game to bring their season total to 841.[96]
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	Eastern Conference[image: External link]





	
Atlantic Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	–
	24–17
	26–15
	13–3



	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	10
	25–16
	15–26
	11–5



	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	29
	53
	.354
	21
	18–23
	11–30
	6–10



	Philadelphia 76ers
	27
	55
	.329
	23
	12–29
	15–26
	7–9



	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	12
	70
	.146
	38
	8–33
	4–37
	3–13






	
Central Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	z-Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	61
	21
	.744
	–
	35–6
	26–15
	12–4



	x-Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	46
	36
	.561
	17
	28–13
	18–23
	10–6



	x-Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	22
	24–17
	17–24
	10–6



	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	29
	23–18
	9–32
	6–10



	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	27
	55
	.329
	34
	17–24
	10–31
	2–14






	
Southeast Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	59
	23
	.720
	–
	34–7
	25–16
	10–6



	x-Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	6
	34–7
	19–22
	8–8



	x-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	12
	24–17
	23–18
	9–7



	x-Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	15
	31–10
	13–28
	10–6



	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	26
	56
	.317
	33
	15–26
	11–30
	3–13





	

	Western Conference[image: External link]





	
Northwest Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	–
	34–7
	19–22
	12–4



	x-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	–
	32–9
	21–20
	8–8



	x-Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	3
	26–15
	24–17
	8–8



	x-Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	3
	27–14
	23–18
	9–7



	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	15
	67
	.183
	38
	10–31
	5–36
	3–13






	
Pacific Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	c-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	57
	25
	.695
	–
	34–7
	23–18
	13–3



	x-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	3
	32–9
	22–19
	12–4



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	29
	53
	.354
	28
	21–20
	8–33
	5–11



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	26
	56
	.317
	31
	18–23
	8–33
	5–11



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	25
	57
	.305
	32
	18–23
	7–34
	5–11






	
Southwest Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	55
	27
	.671
	–
	28–13
	27–14
	10–6



	x-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	5
	29–12
	21–20
	9–7



	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	13
	23–18
	19–22
	9–7



	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	15
	23–18
	17–24
	5–11



	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	37
	45
	.451
	18
	24–17
	13–28
	7–9
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	#
	
Eastern Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	61
	21
	.744
	–



	2
	y-Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	59
	23
	.720
	2



	3
	x-Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	8



	4
	y-Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	11



	5
	x-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	14



	6
	x-Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	46
	36
	.561
	15



	7
	x-Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	17



	8
	x-Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	20



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	21



	10
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	29



	11
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	29
	53
	.354
	32



	12
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	27
	55
	.329
	34



	13
	Philadelphia 76ers
	27
	55
	.329
	34



	14
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	26
	56
	.317
	35



	15
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	12
	70
	.146
	49




Tiebreakers


	Detroit finished ahead of Philadelphia by virtue of winning their regular season series 3–1.




	


	#
	
Western Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	c-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	57
	25
	.695
	–



	2
	y-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	55
	27
	.671
	2



	3
	x-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	3



	4
	y-Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	4



	5
	x-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	4



	6
	x-Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	7



	7
	x-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	7



	8
	x-Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	7



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	15



	10
	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	17



	11
	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	37
	45
	.451
	20



	12
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	29
	53
	.354
	28



	13
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	26
	56
	.317
	31



	14
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	25
	57
	.305
	32



	15
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	15
	67
	.183
	42




Tiebreakers


	Denver finished ahead of Utah and became the Northwest Division winner by virtue of winning their regular season series 3–1.

	Portland finished ahead of San Antonio and Oklahoma City while San Antonio finished ahead of Oklahoma City by virtue of better winning records among the teams tied (Portland had a 6–1 record against the tied teams, San Antonio had a 3–4 record and Oklahoma City had a 2–6 record).










Notes


	
z – clinched home court advantage for the entire playoffs

	
c – clinched home court advantage for the conference playoffs

	
y – clinched division title

	
x – clinched playoff spot
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 Playoffs




Teams in bold advanced to the next round. The numbers to the left of each team indicate the team's seeding in its conference, and the numbers to the right indicate the number of games the team won in that round. The division champions are marked by an asterisk. Home court advantage[image: External link] does not necessarily belong to the higher-seeded team, but instead the team with the better regular season record; teams enjoying the home advantage are shown in italics.

Main article: 2010 NBA Playoffs[image: External link]




	 
	First Round
	
	Conference Semifinals
	
	Conference Finals
	
	NBA Finals[image: External link]



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	
	E1
	Cleveland[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E8
	Chicago[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	 
	E1
	Cleveland[image: External link]*
	2
	 



	
	



	
	 
	E4
	Boston[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E4
	Boston[image: External link]*
	4



	



	
	E5
	Miami[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	
	 
	E4
	Boston[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	Eastern Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	E2
	Orlando[image: External link]*
	2
	 



	
	E3
	Atlanta[image: External link]
	4
	 



	



	
	E6
	Milwaukee[image: External link]
	3
	 



	
	 
	E3
	Atlanta[image: External link]
	0



	
	



	
	 
	E2
	Orlando[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E2
	Orlando[image: External link]*
	4



	



	
	E7
	Charlotte[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	
	 
	E4
	Boston[image: External link]*
	3



	
	
	



	
	 
	W1
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4



	
	W1
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	



	
	W8
	Oklahoma City[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	 
	W1
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4



	
	



	
	 
	W5
	Utah[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	W4
	Denver[image: External link]*
	2



	



	
	W5
	Utah[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	
	 
	W1
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4



	
	Western Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	W3
	Phoenix[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	W3
	Phoenix[image: External link]
	4
	 



	



	
	W6
	Portland[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	 
	W3
	Phoenix[image: External link]
	4



	
	



	
	 
	W7
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	W2
	Dallas[image: External link]*
	2



	



	
	W7
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	4
	 






* Division winner

Bold Series winner

Italic Team with home-court advantage



This bracket:

	view[image: External link]

	talk[image: External link]

	edit[image: External link]
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 Statistics leaders






	Category
	Player
	Games

played
	Totals
	Average



	Points per game[image: External link]
	Kevin Durant (Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link])
	82
	2,472
	30.1



	Rebounds per game[image: External link]
	Dwight Howard[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link])
	82
	1,082
	13.2



	Assists per game[image: External link]
	Steve Nash[image: External link] (Phoenix Suns[image: External link])
	81
	892
	11.0



	Steals per game
	Rajon Rondo (Boston Celtics[image: External link])
	81
	189
	2.33



	Blocks per game[image: External link]
	Dwight Howard (Orlando Magic)
	82
	228
	2.78



	Field goal percentage
	Dwight Howard (Orlando Magic)
	82
	510–834
	.612



	3-point field goal percentage
	Kyle Korver[image: External link] (Utah Jazz[image: External link])
	52
	59–110
	.536



	Free throw percentage
	Steve Nash (Phoenix Suns)
	81
	211–225
	.938
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 Yearly awards





	
Most Valuable Player[image: External link]: LeBron James, Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link][97]


	
Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link]: Dwight Howard[image: External link], Orlando Magic[image: External link][83]


	
Rookie of the Year: Tyreke Evans, Sacramento Kings[image: External link][98]


	
Sixth Man of the Year[image: External link]: Jamal Crawford[image: External link], Atlanta Hawks[image: External link][99]


	
Most Improved Player[image: External link]: Aaron Brooks[image: External link], Houston Rockets[image: External link][100]


	
Coach of the Year[image: External link]: Scott Brooks[image: External link], Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link][101]


	
Executive of the Year[image: External link]: John Hammond[image: External link], Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link][102]


	
Sportsmanship Award[image: External link]: Grant Hill[image: External link], Phoenix Suns[image: External link][103]


	
J. Walter Kennedy Citizenship Award[image: External link]: Samuel Dalembert[image: External link], Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link][104]







	

	
All-NBA First Team[image: External link]:[105]

	F Kevin Durant, Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]


	F LeBron James, Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]


	C Dwight Howard[image: External link], Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	G Kobe Bryant, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G Dwyane Wade, Miami Heat[image: External link]






	
NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link]:[106]

	
Dwight Howard[image: External link], Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	
Rajon Rondo, Boston Celtics[image: External link]


	
LeBron James, Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]


	
Kobe Bryant, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	
Gerald Wallace, Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]






	
NBA All-Rookie First Team[image: External link]:[107]

	
Tyreke Evans, Sacramento Kings[image: External link]


	
Brandon Jennings[image: External link], Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]


	
Stephen Curry[image: External link], Golden State Warriors[image: External link]


	
Darren Collison[image: External link], New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]


	
Taj Gibson[image: External link], Chicago Bulls[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Second Team:[105]

	F Carmelo Anthony, Denver Nuggets[image: External link]


	F Dirk Nowitzki, Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]


	C Amar'e Stoudemire, Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	G Deron Williams[image: External link], Utah Jazz[image: External link]


	G Steve Nash[image: External link], Phoenix Suns[image: External link]






	
NBA All-Defensive Second Team:[106]

	
Tim Duncan, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	
Dwyane Wade, Miami Heat[image: External link]


	
Josh Smith[image: External link], Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]


	
Anderson Varejão[image: External link], Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]


	
Thabo Sefolosha[image: External link], Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]






	
NBA All-Rookie Second Team:[107]

	
Marcus Thornton[image: External link], New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]


	
DeJuan Blair[image: External link], San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	
James Harden[image: External link], Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]


	
Jonny Flynn[image: External link], Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	
Jonas Jerebko[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Third Team:[105]

	F Pau Gasol, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	F Tim Duncan, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	C Andrew Bogut, Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]


	G Joe Johnson[image: External link], Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]


	G Brandon Roy, Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
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 Players of the week




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Players of the Week.



	Week
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	01Oct. 27 – Nov. 1
	Howard, DwightDwight Howard[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (1/4)
	Anthony, CarmeloCarmelo Anthony (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (1/2)
	[108]



	02Nov. 2 – Nov. 8
	Johnson, JoeJoe Johnson[image: External link] (Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Kaman, ChrisChris Kaman[image: External link] (Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]) (1/2)
	[109]



	03Nov. 9 – Nov. 15
	Jennings, BrandonBrandon Jennings[image: External link] (Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/4)
	[110]



	04Nov. 16 – Nov. 22
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (1/6)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (2/4)
	[111]



	05Nov. 23 – Nov. 29
	Wallace, GeraldGerald Wallace (Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Duncan, TimTim Duncan (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[112]



	06Nov. 30 – Dec. 6
	Garnett, KevinKevin Garnett (Boston Celtics[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Boozer, CarlosCarlos Boozer (Utah Jazz[image: External link]) (1/2)
	[113]



	07Dec. 7 – Dec. 13
	Stuckey, RodneyRodney Stuckey (Detroit Pistons[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Williams, DeronDeron Williams[image: External link] (Utah Jazz[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[114]



	08Dec. 14 – Dec. 20
	Howard, DwightDwight Howard[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (2/4)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (3/4)
	[115]



	09Dec. 21 – Dec. 27
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (2/6)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (4/4)
	[116]



	10Dec. 28 – Jan. 3
	Rose, DerrickDerrick Rose (Chicago Bulls[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Durant, KevinKevin Durant (Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]) (1/3)
	[117]



	11Jan. 4 – Jan. 10
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (3/6)
	Kaman, ChrisChris Kaman[image: External link] (Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]) (2/2)
	[118]



	12Jan. 11 – Jan. 17
	Jackson, StephenStephen Jackson[image: External link] (Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Anthony, CarmeloCarmelo Anthony (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (2/2)
	[119]



	13Jan. 18 – Jan. 24
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (4/6)
	Billups, ChaunceyChauncey Billups (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[120]



	14Jan. 25 – Jan. 31
	Bosh, ChrisChris Bosh[image: External link] (Toronto Raptors[image: External link]) (1/2)
	Durant, KevinKevin Durant (Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]) (2/3)
	[121]



	15Feb. 1 – Feb. 7
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (5/6)
	Westbrook, RussellRussell Westbrook[image: External link] (Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[122]



	16Feb. 15 – Feb. 21
	Howard, DwightDwight Howard[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (3/4)
	Boozer, CarlosCarlos Boozer (Utah Jazz[image: External link]) (2/2)
	[123]



	17Feb. 22 – Feb. 28
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (6/6)
	Nowitzki, DirkDirk Nowitzki (Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]) (1/3)
	[124]



	18Mar. 1 – Mar. 7
	Wade, DwyaneDwyane Wade (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (1/2)
	Nowitzki, DirkDirk Nowitzki (Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]) (2/3)
	[125]



	19Mar. 8 – Mar. 14
	Bogut, AndrewAndrew Bogut (Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Roy, BrandonBrandon Roy (Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[126]



	20Mar. 15 – Mar. 21
	Pierce, PaulPaul Pierce[image: External link] (Boston Celtics[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Gasol, PauPau Gasol (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[127]



	21Mar. 22 – Mar. 28
	Wade, DwyaneDwyane Wade (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (2/2)
	Ginóbili, ManuManu Ginóbili[image: External link] (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[128]



	22Mar. 29 – Apr. 4
	Bosh, ChrisChris Bosh[image: External link] (Toronto Raptors[image: External link]) (2/2)
	Durant, KevinKevin Durant (Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]) (3/3)
	[129]



	23Apr. 5 – Apr. 11
	Howard, DwightDwight Howard[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (4/4)
	Nowitzki, DirkDirk Nowitzki (Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]) (3/3)
	[130]
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 Players of the month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Players of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	1October – November
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (1/4)
	Anthony, CarmeloCarmelo Anthony (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[131]



	2December
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (2/4)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[132]



	3January
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (3/4)
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[133]



	4February
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (4/4)
	Boozer, CarlosCarlos Boozer (Utah Jazz[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[134]



	5March
	Wade, DwyaneDwyane Wade (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Stoudemire, Amar'eAmar'e Stoudemire (Phoenix Suns[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[135]



	6April
	Rose, DerrickDerrick Rose (Chicago Bulls[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Durant, KevinKevin Durant (Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[136]
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 Rookies of the month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Rookies of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	1October – November
	Jennings, BrandonBrandon Jennings[image: External link] (Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]) (1/4)
	Evans, TyrekeTyreke Evans (Sacramento Kings[image: External link]) (1/2)
	[137]



	2December
	Jennings, BrandonBrandon Jennings[image: External link] (Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]) (2/4)
	Evans, TyrekeTyreke Evans (Sacramento Kings[image: External link]) (2/2)
	[138]



	3January
	Jennings, BrandonBrandon Jennings[image: External link] (Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]) (3/4)
	Curry, StephenStephen Curry[image: External link] (Golden State Warriors[image: External link]) (1/3)
	[139]



	4February
	Jerebko, JonasJonas Jerebko[image: External link] (Detroit Pistons[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Collison, DarrenDarren Collison[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[140]



	5March
	Jennings, BrandonBrandon Jennings[image: External link] (Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]) (4/4)
	Curry, StephenStephen Curry[image: External link] (Golden State Warriors[image: External link]) (2/3)
	[141]



	6April
	Williams, TerrenceTerrence Williams[image: External link] (New Jersey Nets[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Curry, StephenStephen Curry[image: External link] (Golden State Warriors[image: External link]) (3/3)
	[142]
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 Coaches of the month




The following coaches were named the Eastern and Western Conference Coaches of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	1October – November
	Van Gundy, StanStan Van Gundy[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (1/2)
	Gentry, AlvinAlvin Gentry[image: External link] (Phoenix Suns[image: External link]) (1/2)
	[143]



	2December
	Brown, MikeMike Brown[image: External link] (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Hollins, LionelLionel Hollins[image: External link] (Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[144]



	3January
	Brown, LarryLarry Brown (Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Karl, GeorgeGeorge Karl[image: External link] (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[145]



	4February
	Skiles, ScottScott Skiles[image: External link] (Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Brooks, ScottScott Brooks[image: External link] (Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[146]



	5March
	Spoelstra, ErikErik Spoelstra[image: External link] (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Gentry, AlvinAlvin Gentry[image: External link] (Phoenix Suns[image: External link]) (2/2)
	[147]



	6April
	Van Gundy, StanStan Van Gundy[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (2/2)
	Carlisle, RickRick Carlisle[image: External link] (Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[148]
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 Salary cap




Main article: NBA Salary Cap[image: External link]


On July 7, 2009, the NBA announced that the salary cap[image: External link] for the 2009–10 season would be $57.70 million and would go into effect on July 8 as the league's "moratorium period" had ended and teams could begin signing free agents[image: External link] and making trades. The tax[image: External link] level for the season was set at $69.92 million, with each team paying a $1 tax for each $1 by which it exceeds $69.92 million. The mid-level exception[image: External link] was $5.854 million for the season and the minimum team salary, which was set at 75% of the salary cap, was $43.275 million.[18]

For the 2008–09 season, the salary cap was set at $58.68 million ($0.98 million), while the tax level was $71.15 million ($1.23 million). Although the league-wide revenue increased by 2.5% in the previous season, the decrease in the salary cap and tax level was the result of the formula used to set the cap and tax under the terms of the collective bargaining agreement.[18]
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 Broadcast




See also: List of current National Basketball Association broadcasters[image: External link]


The 2009–10 NBA season was broadcast in the United States by ABC[image: External link], ESPN[image: External link], TNT[image: External link] and NBA TV[image: External link]. A number of games were nationally televised by ABC, ESPN and TNT, while some games were televised by NBA TV. Four teams, the Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link], Houston Rockets[image: External link], New Jersey Nets[image: External link] and Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link] had not have any national TV appearances on ABC, ESPN and TNT. ABC had air several Sunday games and a double-header on Christmas[image: External link] day. ESPN has mainly televised the regular season games on Wednesdays and Fridays, while TNT has mainly televised the Thursday games. TNT has also broadcast the 2010 NBA All-Star Game and the NBA All-Star Saturday Night Events in February.[149][150][151]
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2010–11 Turkish Basketball League






The 2010-11 Turkish Basketball League[image: External link] was the 45th season of the top professional basketball league in Turkey[image: External link].In the 2010–2011 season Fenerbahçe Ülker[image: External link] had won the Turkish Basketball League .



TOP
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 Clubs and arenas




The league consists of the following member clubs:



	Club
	City
	Founded
	Arena
	Capacity
	Titles
	Last season



	Aliağa Petkim[image: External link]
	İzmir[image: External link]
	
1963


	Enka Sport Hall[image: External link]
	
2,500


	
--


	13th(RS)



	Antalya BŞB[image: External link]
	Antalya[image: External link]
	
1995


	Dilek Sabancı Sport Hall[image: External link]
	
2,500


	
--


	11th(RS)



	Bandırma Banvit[image: External link]
	Balıkesir[image: External link]
	
1994


	Kara Ali Acar Sport Hall[image: External link]
	
2,500


	
--


	3rd(RS), SF(Play-off)



	Bornova Belediye[image: External link]
	İzmir[image: External link]
	
1986


	İzmir Halkapınar Sport Hall[image: External link]
	
10,000


	
--


	7th(RS), QF(Play-off)



	Beşiktaş Cola Turka[image: External link]
	Istanbul[image: External link]
	
1903


	BJK Akatlar Arena[image: External link]
	
3,500


	
1


	4th(RS), SF(Play-off)



	Efes Pilsen[image: External link]
	Istanbul[image: External link]
	
1976


	Sinan Erdem Dome[image: External link]
	
16,500


	
13


	1st(RS), RU(Play-off)



	Erdemirspor[image: External link]
	Zonguldak[image: External link]
	
1966


	Erdemir Sport Hall[image: External link]
	
2,250


	
--


	8th(RS), QF(Play-off)



	Fenerbahçe Ülker[image: External link]
	Istanbul[image: External link]
	
1913


	Sinan Erdem Dome[image: External link]
	
16,500


	
4


	2nd(RS), Winner(Play-off)



	Galatasaray Café Crown[image: External link]
	Istanbul[image: External link]
	
1905


	Abdi İpekçi Arena[image: External link]
	
12,500


	
4


	9th(RS)



	Medical Park Trabzonspor[image: External link]
	Trabzon[image: External link]
	
2008


	Hayri Gür Spor Salonu[image: External link]
	
7,500


	
--


	Winner ( TB2L[image: External link])



	Mersin Büyükşehir Belediyespor[image: External link]
	Mersin[image: External link]
	
1993


	Edip Buran Sport Hall[image: External link]
	
2,500


	
--


	12th(RS)



	Olin Edirne[image: External link]
	Edirne[image: External link]
	
2006


	Mimar Sinan Sport Hall[image: External link]
	
2,100


	
--


	2nd ( TB2L[image: External link])



	Oyak Renault[image: External link]
	Bursa[image: External link]
	
1974


	Bursa Atatürk Sport Hall[image: External link]
	
2,900


	
--


	14th(RS)



	Pınar Karşıyaka[image: External link]
	İzmir[image: External link]
	
1966


	Karşıyaka Pınar Arena[image: External link]
	
5,000


	
1


	6th(RS), QF(Play-off)



	Tofaş[image: External link]
	Bursa[image: External link]
	
1974


	Bursa Atatürk Sport Hall[image: External link]
	
2,900


	
2


	10th(RS)



	Türk Telekom[image: External link]
	Ankara[image: External link]
	
1980


	Ankara Atatürk Sport Hall[image: External link]
	
4,550


	
--


	5th(RS), QF(Play-off)




RS = Regular season / QF = Quarter-finals / SF = Semi-finals / RU = Runners-up
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 Regular season standings






	
Pos


	
Club


	
Pld


	
W


	
L


	
PF


	
PA


	
Pts





	1
	Fenerbahçe Ülker[image: External link]
	
30


	
27


	
3


	
2523


	
2188


	
57





	2
	Banvitspor[image: External link]
	
30


	
23


	
7


	
2383


	
2161


	
53





	3
	Galatasaray Cafe Crown[image: External link]
	
30


	
22


	
8


	
2381


	
2078


	
52





	4
	Efes Pilsen[image: External link]
	
30


	
22


	
8


	
2493


	
2106


	
52





	5
	Pınar Karşıyaka[image: External link]
	
30


	
21


	
9


	
2555


	
2357


	
51





	6
	Beşiktaş Cola Turka[image: External link]
	
30


	
19


	
11


	
2515


	
2380


	
49





	7
	Olin Edirne[image: External link]
	
30


	
17


	
13


	
2225


	
2155


	
47





	8
	Antalya Büyükşehir Belediyesi[image: External link]
	
30


	
14


	
16


	
2308


	
2391


	
44





	9
	Tofaş S.K.[image: External link]
	
30


	
13


	
17


	
2190


	
2247


	
43





	10
	Türk Telekomspor[image: External link]
	
30


	
12


	
18


	
2326


	
2425


	
42





	11
	Medical Park Trabzonspor[image: External link]
	
30


	
10


	
20


	
2315


	
2506


	
40





	12
	Erdemirspor[image: External link]
	
30


	
10


	
20


	
2293


	
2382


	
40





	13
	Mersin BB[image: External link]
	
30


	
10


	
20


	
2243


	
2326


	
40





	14
	Aliağa Petkim[image: External link]
	
30


	
9


	
21


	
2268


	
2615


	
39





	15
	Bornova Belediye[image: External link]
	
30


	
8


	
22


	
2198


	
2461


	
38





	16
	Oyak Renault[image: External link]
	
30


	
3


	
27


	
2065


	
2503


	
33
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 Play-offs







	


	
	Quarter Finals
	
	
	SemiFinals
	
	
	Finals
	



	
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	



	
	
	



	
	1
	Fenerbahçe Ülker[image: External link]
	3
	



	



	
	8
	Antalya Büyükşehir Belediyesi[image: External link]
	0
	



	
	
	1
	Fenerbahçe Ülker[image: External link]
	3
	



	
	



	
	
	4
	Efes Pilsen[image: External link]
	0
	



	
	4
	Efes Pilsen[image: External link]
	3
	



	
	



	
	5
	Pınar Karşıyaka[image: External link]
	0
	



	
	
	1
	Fenerbahçe Ülker[image: External link]
	4
	



	
	



	
	
	3
	Galatasaray Café Crown[image: External link]
	2
	



	
	2
	Bandırma Banvit[image: External link]
	3
	
	



	
	



	
	7
	Olin Edirne[image: External link]
	2
	



	
	
	2
	Bandırma Banvit[image: External link]
	1
	



	
	



	
	
	3
	Galatasaray Café Crown[image: External link]
	3
	



	
	3
	Galatasaray Café Crown[image: External link]
	3
	



	
	



	
	6
	Beşiktaş Cola Turka[image: External link]
	0
	



	



	





	


	Turkish Basketball League

2010-11 Champion



	
Fenerbahçe Ülker[image: External link]

Fifth Title












Source: tbl.org.tr[image: External link]
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	Official Site[image: External link]

	TBLStat.net History Page[image: External link]
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2000–01 NBA Season






The 2000–01 NBA season was the 55th season of the National Basketball Association. The season ended with the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] winning their second straight championship, beating the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] 4 games to 1 in the 2001 NBA Finals.



TOP
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 Notable occurrences






	Coaching changes



	Offseason



	Team
	1999–2000 coach
	2000–01 coach



	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	Lenny Wilkens
	Lon Kruger[image: External link]



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Garry St. Jean[image: External link]
	Dave Cowens



	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	Larry Bird[image: External link]
	Isiah Thomas



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Jim Todd[image: External link]
	Alvin Gentry[image: External link]



	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	Don Casey[image: External link]
	Byron Scott[image: External link]



	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	Butch Carter[image: External link]
	Lenny Wilkens



	Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link]
	Lionel Hollins[image: External link]
	Sidney Lowe[image: External link]



	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	Darrell Walker[image: External link]
	Leonard Hamilton[image: External link]



	In-season



	Team
	Outgoing coach
	Incoming coach



	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Rick Pitino
	Jim O'Brien



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Tim Floyd[image: External link]
	Bill Berry[image: External link]



	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	Paul Westphal[image: External link]
	Nate McMillan





	The NBA All-Star Game was held at the MCI Center[image: External link] in Washington, D.C.. The East won 111-110, with Philadelphia's Allen Iverson being named the game's Most Valuable Player. The game is noted for the Eastern Conference's 21-point comeback in the fourth quarter.

	The Grizzlies[image: External link] play their final season in Vancouver[image: External link] before relocating to Memphis, Tennessee[image: External link] for the following season leaving the Toronto Raptors[image: External link] being the only Canadian team left in the NBA.

	
Rick Pitino resigned as head coach and president of the Boston Celtics[image: External link], ending a three-plus year tenure filled with turmoil, disappointment and three consecutive below .500, non-playoff seasons.

	The Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] played their final season at Reunion Arena[image: External link]. They also made the playoffs for the first time since the 1989–90 season[image: External link].

	The Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] win their second straight title by going 15-1 in the playoffs, the best playoff winning percentage in NBA history.

	The Toronto Raptors[image: External link] made the second round of the playoffs for the first time in franchise history, winning over New York 3-2. They lost in the second round to Philadelphia 4-3.

	Prior to the season, Miami Heat[image: External link] center Alonzo Mourning[image: External link] announced that he suffered a kidney disorder[image: External link] and missed the first five months of the season. Mourning would receive a kidney transplant two years later.

	To date, this was the last time a team with the best regular season record did not win 60 or more games in a full 82-game season. Though the 2011–12 Chicago Bulls[image: External link] and the 2011–12 San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] each won 50 games and the top conference seeds, they did so during a 66-game lockout-shortened[image: External link] regular season[image: External link].

	Effective of this season, the league now permitted players to wear knee length shorts by default, although players like John Stockton[image: External link] opted to continue wearing short shorts during the season. This would be the case for other players in the future as players like Chris Douglas-Roberts[image: External link] in the 2014–15 season[image: External link] and LeBron James for some of the 2015–16 season[image: External link] would opt to wear short shorts.

	Three teams in the Western Conference who missed the playoffs won 40 or more games. The ninth-placed Houston Rockets[image: External link] finished the season with a 45–37 record. The tenth-placed Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] finished with a 44–38 record. And the eleventh-placed Denver Nuggets[image: External link] ended the season with a 40–42 record.
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 Standings
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 By division







	

	Eastern Conference[image: External link]





	
Atlantic Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	56
	26
	.683
	–
	29–12
	27–14
	18–6



	x-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	6
	29–12
	21–20
	15–10



	x-New York Knicks[image: External link]
	48
	34
	.585
	8
	30–11
	18–23
	16–9



	x-Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	13
	26–15
	17–24
	14–10



	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	36
	46
	.439
	20
	20–21
	16–25
	11–13



	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	26
	56
	.317
	30
	18–23
	8–33
	8–16



	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	19
	63
	.232
	37
	12–29
	7–34
	3–21






	
Central Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	52
	30
	.634
	–
	31–10
	21–20
	19–9



	x-Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	5
	27–14
	20–21
	18–10



	x-Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	46
	36
	.561
	6
	28–13
	18–23
	20–8



	x-Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	11
	26–15
	15–26
	15–13



	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	20
	18–23
	14–27
	16–12



	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	30
	52
	.366
	22
	20–21
	10–31
	11–17



	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	25
	57
	.305
	27
	18–23
	7–34
	9–19



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	15
	67
	.183
	37
	10–31
	5–36
	4–24





	

	Western Conference[image: External link]





	
Midwest Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	58
	24
	.707
	–
	33–8
	25–16
	19–5



	x-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	5
	28–13
	25–16
	14–10



	x-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	5
	28–13
	25–16
	14–10



	x-Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	11
	30–11
	17–24
	11–13



	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	13
	24–17
	21–20
	11–13



	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	18
	29–12
	11–30
	13–11



	Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link]
	23
	59
	.280
	35
	15–26
	8–33
	2–22






	
Pacific Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	56
	26
	.683
	–
	31–10
	25–16
	14–10



	x-Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	55
	27
	.671
	1
	33–8
	22–19
	16–8



	x-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	51
	31
	.622
	5
	31–10
	20–21
	12–12



	x-Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	6
	28–13
	22–19
	12–12



	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	12
	26–15
	18–23
	17–7



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	31
	51
	378
	25
	22–19
	9–32
	9–15



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	17
	65
	.207
	39
	11–30
	6–35
	4–20
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 By conference







	


	
Eastern Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	#
	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	c-Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	56
	26
	.683
	–



	2
	y-Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	52
	30
	.634
	4



	3
	x-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	6



	4
	x-New York Knicks[image: External link]
	48
	34
	.585
	8



	5
	x-Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	9



	6
	x-Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	46
	36
	.561
	10



	7
	x-Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	13



	8
	x-Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	15



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	36
	46
	.439
	20



	10
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	24



	11
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	30
	52
	.366
	26



	12
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	26
	56
	.317
	30



	13
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	25
	57
	.305
	31



	14
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	19
	63
	.232
	37



	15
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	15
	67
	.183
	42








	


	
Western Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	#
	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	58
	24
	.707
	–



	2
	y-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	56
	26
	.683
	2



	3
	x-Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	55
	27
	.671
	3



	4
	x-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	5



	5
	x-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	5



	6
	x-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	51
	31
	.622
	7



	7
	x-Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	8



	8
	x-Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	11



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	13



	10
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	14



	11
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	18



	12
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	31
	51
	.378
	27



	13
	Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link]
	23
	59
	.280
	35



	14
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	17
	65
	.207
	41














Notes


	
z – Clinched home court advantage for the entire playoffs

	
c – Clinched home court advantage for the conference playoffs

	
y – Clinched division title

	
x – Clinched playoff spot
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 Playoffs




Teams in bold advanced to the next round. The numbers to the left of each team indicate the team's seeding in its conference, and the numbers to the right indicate the number of games the team won in that round. The division champions are marked by an asterisk. Home court advantage[image: External link] does not necessarily belong to the higher-seeded team, but instead the team with the better regular season record; teams enjoying the home advantage are shown in italics.

Main article: 2001 NBA Playoffs




	 
	First Round
	
	Conference Semifinals
	
	Conference Finals
	
	NBA Finals



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	
	E1
	Philadelphia[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E8
	Indiana[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	 
	E1
	Philadelphia[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	



	
	 
	E5
	Toronto[image: External link]
	3
	 



	
	E4
	New York[image: External link]
	2



	



	
	E5
	Toronto[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	
	 
	E1
	Philadelphia[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	Eastern Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	E2
	Milwaukee[image: External link]*
	3
	 



	
	E3
	Miami[image: External link]
	0
	 



	



	
	E6
	Charlotte[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	 
	E6
	Charlotte[image: External link]
	3



	
	



	
	 
	E2
	Milwaukee[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E2
	Milwaukee[image: External link]*
	4



	



	
	E7
	Orlando[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	
	 
	E1
	Philadelphia[image: External link]*
	1



	
	
	



	
	 
	W2
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4



	
	W1
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	



	
	W8
	Minnesota[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	 
	W1
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	4



	
	



	
	 
	W5
	Dallas[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	W4
	Utah[image: External link]
	2



	



	
	W5
	Dallas[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	
	 
	W1
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	0



	
	Western Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	W2
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	W3
	Sacramento[image: External link]
	4
	 



	



	
	W6
	Phoenix[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	 
	W3
	Sacramento[image: External link]
	0



	
	



	
	 
	W2
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	W2
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4



	



	
	W7
	Portland[image: External link]
	0
	 






* Division winner

Bold Series winner

Italic Team with home-court advantage



This bracket:

	view[image: External link]

	talk[image: External link]

	edit[image: External link]
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 Statistics leaders






	Category
	Player
	Team
	Stat



	Points per game
	Allen Iverson
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	31.1



	Rebounds per game
	Dikembe Mutombo
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]

Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	13.5



	Assists per game
	Jason Kidd
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	9.8



	Steals per game
	Allen Iverson
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	2.51



	Blocks per game
	Theo Ratliff
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	3.74



	FG%
	Shaquille O'Neal
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	.572



	FT%
	Reggie Miller
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	.928



	3FG%
	Brent Barry[image: External link]
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	.472
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 Yearly awards





	
Most Valuable Player[image: External link]: Allen Iverson, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]


	
Rookie of the Year: Mike Miller, Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	
Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link]: Dikembe Mutombo, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]/Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]


	
Sixth Man of the Year[image: External link]: Aaron McKie, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]


	
Most Improved Player[image: External link]: Tracy McGrady, Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	
Coach of the Year[image: External link]: Larry Brown, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]


	
Executive of the Year[image: External link]: Geoff Petrie, Sacramento Kings[image: External link]


	
Sportsmanship Award[image: External link]: David Robinson, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]







	

	
All-NBA First Team[image: External link]:

	F – Tim Duncan, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	F – Chris Webber[image: External link], Sacramento Kings[image: External link]


	C – Shaquille O'Neal, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G – Allen Iverson, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]


	G – Jason Kidd, Phoenix Suns[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Second Team:

	F – Kevin Garnett, Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	F – Vince Carter, Toronto Raptors[image: External link]


	C – Dikembe Mutombo, Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]


	G – Kobe Bryant, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G – Tracy McGrady, Orlando Magic[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Third Team:

	F – Karl Malone, Utah Jazz[image: External link]


	F – Dirk Nowitzki, Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]


	C – David Robinson, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	G – Gary Payton, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]


	G – Ray Allen, Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]


















	

	
NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link]:

	
Tim Duncan, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	
Kevin Garnett, Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	
Dikembe Mutombo, Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]


	
Gary Payton, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]


	
Jason Kidd, Phoenix Suns[image: External link]









	

	
All-Defensive Second Team:

	
Bruce Bowen[image: External link], Miami Heat[image: External link]


	
P. J. Brown[image: External link], Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]


	
Shaquille O'Neal, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	
Kobe Bryant, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	
Doug Christie[image: External link], Sacramento Kings[image: External link]


















	

	
NBA All-Rookie First Team[image: External link]:

	
Mike Miller, Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	
Kenyon Martin, New Jersey Nets[image: External link]


	
Marc Jackson[image: External link], Golden State Warriors[image: External link]


	
Morris Peterson[image: External link], Toronto Raptors[image: External link]


	
Darius Miles[image: External link], Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]









	

	
All-Rookie Second Team:

	
Hedo Türkoğlu[image: External link], Sacramento Kings[image: External link]


	
Desmond Mason[image: External link], Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]


	
Courtney Alexander[image: External link], Washington Wizards[image: External link]


	
Marcus Fizer[image: External link], Chicago Bulls[image: External link]


	
Chris Mihm[image: External link], Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
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 Players of the month




The following players were named the Players of the Month.



	Month
	Player



	
1October – November
	
Malone, KarlKarl Malone (Utah Jazz[image: External link])



	
2December
	
Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link])



	
3January
	
Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson (Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link])



	
4February
	
McGrady, TracyTracy McGrady (Orlando Magic[image: External link])



	
5March
	
Pierce, PaulPaul Pierce[image: External link] (Boston Celtics[image: External link])



	
6April
	
O'Neal, ShaquilleShaquille O'Neal (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link])
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 Rookies of the month




The following players were named the Rookies of the Month.



	Month
	Player



	
1October – November
	
Martin, KenyonKenyon Martin (New Jersey Nets[image: External link])



	
2December
	
Jackson, MarcMarc Jackson[image: External link] (Golden State Warriors[image: External link])



	
3January
	
Jackson, MarcMarc Jackson[image: External link] (Golden State Warriors[image: External link])



	
4February
	
Miller, MikeMike Miller (Orlando Magic[image: External link])



	
5March
	
Martin, KenyonKenyon Martin (New Jersey Nets[image: External link])

Miller, MikeMike Miller (Orlando Magic[image: External link])



	
6April
	
Alexander, CourtneyCourtney Alexander[image: External link] (Dallas Mavericks[image: External link])
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 Coaches of the month




The following coaches were named Coaches of the Month.



	Month
	Coach



	
1October – November
	
Brown, LarryLarry Brown (Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link])



	
2December
	
Riley, PatPat Riley (Miami Heat[image: External link])



	
3January
	
Saunders, FlipFlip Saunders[image: External link] (Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link])



	
4February
	
Sloan, JerryJerry Sloan (Utah Jazz[image: External link])



	
5March
	
Popovich, GreggGregg Popovich[image: External link] (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link])



	
5April
	
Thomas, IsiahIsiah Thomas (Indiana Pacers[image: External link])





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 References








Categories[image: External link]:

	2000–01 NBA season[image: External link]

	2000–01 in American basketball by league[image: External link]

	2000–01 in Canadian basketball[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 17 April 2017, at 02:16.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article 2000–01 NBA Season: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2000%E2%80%9301_NBA_season [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=2000%E2%80%9301_NBA_season [image: External link]












Back to main article 

List of NBA All-Stars






The National Basketball Association (NBA) All-Star Game[image: External link] is an annual exhibition basketball game played between the Eastern-Conference[image: External link] and the Western-Conference[image: External link] All-Stars[image: External link]. It is the main event of the NBA All-Star Weekend[image: External link]. Twelve players—five starters[image: External link] and seven reserves[image: External link]—from each conference are chosen from a pool of 120 players—60 players from each conference with 24 guards[image: External link] and 24 frontcourts (forwards and centers[image: External link])—listed on the ballots by a panel of sport writers and broadcasters. The starters are chosen by a combination of fans, media, and current players. Fans may vote using a variety of online platforms, and account for 50% of the vote, with the media and current players each accounting for 25%.[1] The reserves are chosen by voting among the head coaches[image: External link] of each team's particular conference. Coaches are not allowed to vote for their own players, and can select two guards, three big men, and two players regardless of positions.[2] If a player is unable to participate due to injury, the NBA commissioner[image: External link] will select a replacement.[3] The 1999 All-Star Game was canceled due to the league's lockout.[4]

The following is a list of NBA All-Stars, players who have been selected for the NBA All-Star Game at least once in their career.[5] Note that the number indicates the player's number of selections—not the number of games played. For instance, Michael Jordan[image: External link] was named to the All-Star Game roster 14 times, but missed the 1986 game due to injury.[6] As of the 2017 All-Star Game[image: External link], 411 players have been selected to an All-Star Game roster at least once. However, only 283 of them have earned multiple selections to the game.

Hall of Famer Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link] holds the record for most All-Star Game selections and most All-Star Games played. He was selected 19 times and played in 18 All-Star games.[a] Dirk Nowitzki and LeBron James both hold the record for most All-Star Game selections among active players, with 13 selections. Bob Cousy, John Havlicek[image: External link], and LeBron James are tied for the most consecutive games actually played, appearing in 13 straight All-Star Games. Tim Duncan also played in 13 straight All-Star Games if the lockout-cancelled 1999 game is excluded. Several players were named to All-Star Game rosters, but never actually played in the game due to injury.



	#
	The number of times the player have been selected to play in the All-Star Game



	^
	Denotes player who is still active as of the 2016–17 season[image: External link]




	*
	Elected to the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame as player



	†
	Not yet eligible for Hall of Fame consideration[7]




	§
	1st time eligible for Hall of Fame in 2017 [8]





Note: Statistics are correct as of the conclusion of the 2017 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link].



	Player
	#
	Selections[c]
	Notes
	Reference



	Abdul-Jabbar, KareemKareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*[a]
	19
	1970[image: External link]– 1977[image: External link]; 1979[image: External link]– 1989[image: External link]
	Missed 1973[9] game
	[10]



	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant†
	18
	1998[image: External link]; 2000– 2016[image: External link]
	Missed 2010,[11] 2014,[12] and 2015[13] games
	[14]



	Duncan, TimTim Duncan†
	15
	1998[image: External link]; 2000– 2011[image: External link]; 2013[image: External link]; 2015[image: External link]
	
	[15]



	Garnett, KevinKevin Garnett†
	15
	1997[image: External link]– 1998[image: External link]; 2000– 2011[image: External link]; 2013[image: External link]
	Missed 2008[16] game
	[17]



	O'Neal, ShaquilleShaquille O'Neal*
	15
	1993[image: External link]– 1998[image: External link]; 2000– 2007[image: External link]; 2009[image: External link]
	Missed 1997,[18] 2001,[19] and 2002[20] games
	[21]



	Jordan, MichaelMichael Jordan[image: External link]*
	14
	1985[image: External link]– 1993[image: External link]; 1996[image: External link]– 1998[image: External link]; 2002[image: External link]– 2003[image: External link]
	Missed 1986[22] game
	[23]



	Malone, KarlKarl Malone*
	14
	1988[image: External link]– 1998[image: External link]; 2000– 2002[image: External link]
	Missed 1990[24] and 2002[20] games
	[25]



	West, JerryJerry West*
	14
	1961[image: External link]– 1974[image: External link]
	Missed 1969[26] and 1974[27] games
	[28]



	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain[image: External link]*
	13
	1960[image: External link]– 1969[image: External link]; 1971[image: External link]– 1973[image: External link]
	
	[29]



	Cousy, BobBob Cousy*
	13
	1951[image: External link]– 1963[image: External link]
	
	[30]



	Havlicek, JohnJohn Havlicek[image: External link]*
	13
	1966[image: External link]– 1978[image: External link]
	
	[31]



	James, LeBronLeBron James^
	13
	2005– 2017[image: External link]
	
	[32]



	Nowitzki, DirkDirk Nowitzki^
	13
	2002[image: External link]– 2012[image: External link]; 2014[image: External link]– 2015[image: External link]
	
	[33]



	Bird, LarryLarry Bird[image: External link]*
	12
	1980[image: External link]– 1988[image: External link]; 1990[image: External link]– 1992[image: External link],
	Missed 1991[34] and 1992[35] games
	[36]



	Hayes, ElvinElvin Hayes*
	12
	1969[image: External link]– 1980[image: External link]
	
	[37]



	Johnson, MagicMagic Johnson[image: External link]*
	12
	1980[image: External link]; 1982[image: External link]– 1992[image: External link]
	Missed 1989[38] game
	[39]



	Malone, MosesMoses Malone*
	12
	1978[image: External link]– 1989[image: External link]
	Missed 1984[40] game; also a one-time ABA[image: External link] All-Star
	[41]



	Olajuwon, HakeemHakeem Olajuwon*[b]
	12
	1985[image: External link]– 1990[image: External link]; 1992[image: External link]– 1997[image: External link]
	
	[42]



	Robertson, OscarOscar Robertson*
	12
	1961[image: External link]– 1972[image: External link]
	
	[43]



	Russell, BillBill Russell[image: External link]*
	12
	1958[image: External link]– 1969[image: External link]
	
	[44]



	Schayes, DolphDolph Schayes*
	12
	1951[image: External link]– 1962[image: External link]
	Missed 1952[45] game
	[46]



	Thomas, IsiahIsiah Thomas*
	12
	1982[image: External link]– 1993[image: External link]
	Missed 1991[34] game
	[47]



	Wade, DwyaneDwyane Wade^
	12
	2005– 2016[image: External link]
	Missed 2015[13] game
	[48]



	Barkley, CharlesCharles Barkley*
	11
	1987[image: External link]– 1997[image: External link]
	Missed 1994[49] and 1997[18] games
	[50]



	Baylor, ElginElgin Baylor*
	11
	1959[image: External link]– 1965[image: External link]; 1967[image: External link]– 1970[image: External link]
	
	[51]



	Bosh, ChrisChris Bosh[image: External link]^
	11
	2006[image: External link]– 2016[image: External link]
	Missed 2009[52] game
	[53]



	Erving, JuliusJulius Erving[image: External link]*
	11
	1977[image: External link]– 1987[image: External link]
	Also a five-time ABA[image: External link] All-Star
	[54]



	Ewing, PatrickPatrick Ewing[image: External link]*
	11
	1986[image: External link]; 1988[image: External link]– 1997[image: External link]
	Missed 1986[22] and 1997[18] games
	[55]



	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson*
	11
	2000–2010
	Missed 2007[56] and 2010[11] games
	[57]



	Pettit, BobBob Pettit*
	11
	1955[image: External link]– 1965[image: External link]
	
	[58]



	Allen, RayRay Allen†
	10
	2000– 2002[image: External link]; 2004[image: External link]– 2009[image: External link]; 2011[image: External link]
	
	[59]



	Anthony, CarmeloCarmelo Anthony^
	10
	2007[image: External link]– 2008[image: External link]; 2010– 2017[image: External link]
	
	[60]



	Arizin, PaulPaul Arizin*
	10
	1951[image: External link]– 1952[image: External link]; 1955[image: External link]– 1962[image: External link]
	Missed 1960[61] game
	[62]



	Drexler, ClydeClyde Drexler*
	10
	1986[image: External link]; 1988[image: External link]– 1994[image: External link]; 1996[image: External link]– 1997[image: External link]
	Missed 1997[18] game
	[63]



	Greer, HalHal Greer*
	10
	1961[image: External link]– 1970[image: External link]
	
	[64]



	Kidd, JasonJason Kidd†
	10
	1996[image: External link]; 1998[image: External link]; 2000– 2004[image: External link]; 2007[image: External link]– 2008[image: External link]; 2010
	Missed 2007[56] game
	[65]



	Pierce, PaulPaul Pierce[image: External link]^
	10
	2002[image: External link]– 2006[image: External link]; 2008[image: External link]– 2012[image: External link]
	
	[66]



	Robinson, DavidDavid Robinson*
	10
	1990[image: External link]– 1996[image: External link]; 1998[image: External link]; 2000–2001
	
	[67]



	Stockton, JohnJohn Stockton[image: External link]*
	10
	1989[image: External link]– 1997[image: External link]; 2000
	
	[68]



	Gervin, GeorgeGeorge Gervin[image: External link]*
	9
	1977[image: External link]– 1985[image: External link]
	Also a three-time ABA[image: External link] All-Star
	[69]



	Parish, RobertRobert Parish[image: External link]*
	9
	1981[image: External link]– 1987[image: External link]; 1990[image: External link]– 1991[image: External link]
	
	[70]



	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link]^
	9
	2008[image: External link]– 2016[image: External link]
	Missed 2010[11] game
	[71]



	Payton, GaryGary Payton*
	9
	1994[image: External link]– 1998[image: External link]; 2000– 2003[image: External link]
	
	[72]



	Wilkens, LennyLenny Wilkens*
	9
	1963[image: External link]– 1965[image: External link]; 1967[image: External link]– 1971[image: External link]; 1973[image: External link]
	
	[73]



	Wilkins, DominiqueDominique Wilkins*
	9
	1986[image: External link]– 1994[image: External link]
	Missed 1992[35] game
	[74]



	Barry, RickRick Barry*
	8
	1966[image: External link]– 1967[image: External link]; 1973[image: External link]– 1978[image: External link]
	Missed 1973[9] game; also a four-time ABA[image: External link] All-Star
	[75]



	Carter, VinceVince Carter^
	8
	2000– 2007[image: External link]
	Missed 2002[20] game
	[76]



	Cowens, DaveDave Cowens*
	8
	1972[image: External link]– 1978[image: External link]; 1980[image: External link]
	Missed 1977[77] and 1980[78] games
	[79]



	DeBusschere, DaveDave DeBusschere*
	8
	1966[image: External link]– 1968[image: External link]; 1970[image: External link]– 1974[image: External link]
	
	[80]



	Durant, KevinKevin Durant^
	8
	2010– 2017[image: External link]
	
	[81]



	English, AlexAlex English*
	8
	1982[image: External link]– 1989[image: External link]
	
	[82]



	Foust, LarryLarry Foust[image: External link]
	8
	1951[image: External link]– 1956[image: External link]; 1958[image: External link]– 1959[image: External link]
	Missed 1952[45] game
	[83]



	Howard, DwightDwight Howard[image: External link]^
	8
	2007[image: External link]– 2014[image: External link]
	
	[84]



	Lanier, BobBob Lanier[image: External link]*
	8
	1972[image: External link]– 1975[image: External link]; 1977[image: External link]– 1979[image: External link]; 1982[image: External link]
	
	[85]



	Mutombo, DikembeDikembe Mutombo*
	8
	1992[image: External link]; 1995[image: External link]– 1998[image: External link]; 2000– 2002[image: External link]
	
	[86]



	Nash, SteveSteve Nash[image: External link]†
	8
	2002[image: External link]– 2003[image: External link]; 2005– 2008[image: External link]; 2010; 2012[image: External link]
	Missed 2007[56] game
	[87]



	Sharman, BillBill Sharman*
	8
	1953[image: External link]– 1960[image: External link]
	
	[88]



	Yao Ming*
	8
	2003[image: External link]– 2009[image: External link]; 2011[image: External link]
	Missed 2007[56] and 2011[89] games
	[90]



	Bing, DaveDave Bing*
	7
	1968[image: External link]– 1969[image: External link]; 1971[image: External link]; 1973[image: External link]– 1976[image: External link]
	
	[91]



	Frazier, WaltWalt Frazier[image: External link]*
	7
	1970[image: External link]– 1976[image: External link]
	
	[92]



	Gallatin, HarryHarry Gallatin*
	7
	1951[image: External link]– 1957[image: External link]
	
	[93]



	Hill, GrantGrant Hill[image: External link]†
	7
	1995[image: External link]– 1998[image: External link]; 2000–2001; 2005
	Missed 2001[19] game
	[94]



	Johnson, JoeJoe Johnson[image: External link]^
	7
	2007[image: External link]– 2012[image: External link]; 2014[image: External link]
	Missed 2012[95] game
	[96]



	Lucas, JerryJerry Lucas[image: External link]*
	7
	1964[image: External link]– 1969[image: External link]; 1971[image: External link]
	
	[97]



	Macauley, EdEd Macauley*
	7
	1951[image: External link]– 1957[image: External link]
	
	[98]



	Martin, SlaterSlater Martin*
	7
	1953[image: External link]– 1959[image: External link]
	
	[99]



	McGrady, TracyTracy McGrady*
	7
	2001– 2007[image: External link]
	
	[100]



	McGuire, DickDick McGuire*
	7
	1951[image: External link]– 1952[image: External link]; 1954[image: External link]– 1956[image: External link]; 1958[image: External link]– 1959[image: External link]
	
	[101]



	McHale, KevinKevin McHale*
	7
	1984[image: External link]; 1986[image: External link]– 1991[image: External link]
	
	[102]



	Mourning, AlonzoAlonzo Mourning[image: External link]*
	7
	1994[image: External link]– 1997[image: External link]; 2000– 2002[image: External link]
	Missed 1994,[49] 1997,[18] and 2001[19] games
	[103]



	Pippen, ScottieScottie Pippen[image: External link]*
	7
	1990[image: External link]; 1992[image: External link]– 1997[image: External link]
	
	[104]



	Reed, WillisWillis Reed[image: External link]*
	7
	1965[image: External link]– 1971[image: External link]
	
	[105]



	Sikma, JackJack Sikma[image: External link]
	7
	1979[image: External link]– 1985[image: External link]
	
	[106]



	Thurmond, NateNate Thurmond*
	7
	1965[image: External link]– 1968[image: External link]; 1970[image: External link]; 1973[image: External link]– 1974[image: External link]
	Missed 1968[107] and 1970[108] games
	[109]



	Walker, ChetChet Walker[image: External link]*
	7
	1964[image: External link]; 1966[image: External link]– 1967[image: External link]; 1970[image: External link]– 1971[image: External link]; 1973[image: External link]– 1974[image: External link]
	
	[110]



	White, Jo JoJo Jo White*
	7
	1971[image: External link]– 1977[image: External link]
	
	[111]



	Worthy, JamesJames Worthy*
	7
	1986[image: External link]– 1992[image: External link]
	
	[112]



	Archibald, NateNate Archibald*
	6
	1973[image: External link]; 1975[image: External link]– 1976[image: External link]; 1980[image: External link]– 1982[image: External link]
	
	[113]



	Costello, LarryLarry Costello[image: External link]
	6
	1958[image: External link]– 1962[image: External link]; 1965[image: External link]
	Missed 1962[114] game
	[115]



	Dantley, AdrianAdrian Dantley*
	6
	1980[image: External link]– 1982[image: External link]; 1984[image: External link]– 1986[image: External link]
	
	[116]



	Davis, WalterWalter Davis
	6
	1978[image: External link]– 1981[image: External link]; 1984[image: External link]; 1987[image: External link]
	
	[117]



	Dumars, JoeJoe Dumars[image: External link]*
	6
	1990[image: External link]– 1993[image: External link]; 1995[image: External link]; 1997[image: External link]
	
	[118]



	Gasol, PauPau Gasol^
	6
	2006[image: External link]; 2009[image: External link]– 2011[image: External link]; 2015[image: External link]– 2016[image: External link]
	
	[119]



	Gilmore, ArtisArtis Gilmore*
	6
	1978[image: External link]– 1979[image: External link]; 1981[image: External link]– 1983[image: External link]; 1986[image: External link]
	Also a five-time ABA[image: External link] All-Star
	[120]



	Guerin, RichieRichie Guerin*
	6
	1958[image: External link]– 1963[image: External link]
	
	[121]



	Heinsohn, TomTom Heinsohn*
	6
	1957[image: External link]; 1961[image: External link]– 1965[image: External link]
	Missed 1965[122] game
	[123]



	Howell, BaileyBailey Howell[image: External link]*
	6
	1961[image: External link]– 1964[image: External link]; 1966[image: External link]– 1967[image: External link]
	
	[124]



	Hudson, LouLou Hudson[image: External link]
	6
	1969[image: External link]– 1974[image: External link]
	
	[125]



	Johnston, NeilNeil Johnston*
	6
	1953[image: External link]– 1958[image: External link]
	
	[126]



	Kemp, ShawnShawn Kemp[image: External link]
	6
	1993[image: External link]– 1998[image: External link]
	
	[127]



	Mikkelsen, VernVern Mikkelsen*
	6
	1951[image: External link]– 1953[image: External link]; 1955[image: External link]– 1957[image: External link]
	
	[128]



	O'Neal, JermaineJermaine O'Neal†
	6
	2002[image: External link]– 2007[image: External link]
	Missed 2006[129] game
	[130]



	Parker, TonyTony Parker[image: External link]^
	6
	2006[image: External link]– 2007[image: External link]; 2009[image: External link]; 2012[image: External link]– 2014[image: External link]
	
	[131]



	Richmond, MitchMitch Richmond*
	6
	1993[image: External link]– 1998[image: External link]
	Missed 1993[132] game
	[133]



	Stoudemire, Amar'eAmar'e Stoudemire†
	6
	2005; 2007[image: External link]– 2011[image: External link]
	
	[134]



	Twyman, JackJack Twyman*
	6
	1957[image: External link]– 1960[image: External link]; 1962[image: External link]– 1963[image: External link]
	
	[135]



	Westbrook, RussellRussell Westbrook[image: External link]^
	6
	2011[image: External link]– 2013[image: External link]; 2015[image: External link]– 2017[image: External link]
	
	[136]



	Yardley, GeorgeGeorge Yardley*
	6
	1955[image: External link]– 1960[image: External link]
	
	[137]



	Aldridge, LaMarcusLaMarcus Aldridge[image: External link]^
	5
	2012[image: External link]– 2016[image: External link]
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2000 NBA All-Star Game






The 2000 NBA All-Star Game was an exhibition[image: External link] basketball game which was played on February 13, 2000 at the Oakland Arena[image: External link] in Oakland, California[image: External link], home of the Golden State Warriors[image: External link]. This game was the 49th edition of the North American[image: External link] National Basketball Association (NBA) All-Star Game[image: External link] and was played during the 1999-2000 NBA season[image: External link].

The Western Conference[image: External link] won the game with the score of 137-126 while Shaquille O'Neal and Tim Duncan were both named MVP[image: External link] of the game. O'Neal took the All Star MVP trophy saying to Duncan, "you already have one of those rings (referring to the championship ring Duncan received due to him being a member of the 1998-99 Championship team with David Robinson and Gregg Popovich), so I'm taking the trophy." Allen Iverson was the leading scorer of the game with 26 points.
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The coach for the Western Conference[image: External link] team was Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] head coach Phil Jackson. The Lakers had a 37–11 record on February 13. The coach for the Eastern Conference[image: External link] team was New York Knicks[image: External link] head coach Jeff Van Gundy[image: External link]. The Knicks had a 29-18 record on February 13.
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The rosters for the All-Star Game were chosen in two ways. The starters were chosen via a fan ballot. Two guards, two forwards and one center who received the highest vote were named the All-Star starters. The reserves were chosen by votes among the NBA head coaches in their respective conferences. The coaches were not permitted to vote for their own players. The reserves consist of two guards, two forwards, one center and two players regardless of position. If a player is unable to participate due to injury, the commissioner will select a replacement.

Vince Carter of the Toronto Raptors[image: External link] topped the ballots with 1,911,973 votes, which earned him a starting position as a forward in the Eastern Conference[image: External link] team. Allen Iverson, Eddie Jones[image: External link], Grant Hill[image: External link], and Alonzo Mourning[image: External link] completed the Eastern Conference starting position. This was the first All-Star appearance by Carter and Iverson, and Hill's fifth consecutive start as an All-Star. The Eastern Conference reserves included five first-time selections, Allan Houston[image: External link], Ray Allen, Glenn Robinson[image: External link], Jerry Stackhouse[image: External link], and Dale Davis[image: External link]. Reggie Miller, and Dikembe Mutombo rounded out the team with their fifth and sixth respective appearances. Three teams, Indiana Pacers[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link], and Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link], had two representations at the All-Star Game with Miller/Davis, Hill/Stackhouse, and Allen/Robinson.

The Western Conference's leading vote-getter was Shaquille O'Neal, who earned his seventh consecutive All-Star Game selection with 1,807,609 votes. Jason Kidd, Kobe Bryant, Kevin Garnett, and Tim Duncan completed the Western Conference starting positions. Bryant, Garnett, and O'Neal were starters for the previous year's Western Conference team. Duncan became an All-Star Game starter for the first time after he was selected as a reserve in last year's game. The Western Conference[image: External link] reserves include two first-time selections, Rasheed Wallace[image: External link] and Michael Finley[image: External link]. The team is rounded out by Gary Payton, Chris Webber[image: External link], John Stockton[image: External link], Karl Malone, and David Robinson. Three teams, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link], Utah Jazz[image: External link], and San Antonio Spurs[image: External link], had two representations at the All-Star Game with Bryant/O'Neal, Malone/Stockton, and Duncan/Robinson.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Roster







	Western Conference All-Stars



	


	Pos
	Player
	Team
	No. of selections
	Votes



	Starters



	G
	Jason Kidd
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	3rd
	1,061,031



	G
	Kobe Bryant
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	2nd
	1,022,897



	F
	Kevin Garnett
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	3rd
	1,550,976



	F
	Tim Duncan
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	2nd
	1,321,436



	C
	Shaquille O'Neal
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	7th
	1,807,609



	Reserves



	G
	Michael Finley[image: External link]
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	1st
	197,431



	G
	Gary Payton
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	6th
	898,601



	G
	John Stockton[image: External link]
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	10th
	259,563



	F
	Karl Malone
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	12th
	327,599



	F
	Rasheed Wallace[image: External link]
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	1st
	177,022



	F
	Chris Webber[image: External link]
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	2nd
	661,865



	C
	David Robinson
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	9th
	595,451



	Head coach: Phil Jackson (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link])





	


	Pos
	Player
	Team
	No. of selections
	Votes



	Starters



	G
	Allen Iverson
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	1st
	1,843,011



	G
	Eddie Jones[image: External link]
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	3rd
	734,940



	F
	Vince Carter
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	1st
	1,911,973



	F
	Grant Hill[image: External link]
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	5th
	1,371,304



	C
	Alonzo Mourning[image: External link]
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	5th
	1,878,588



	Reserves



	G
	Ray Allen
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	1st
	443,295



	G
	Allan Houston[image: External link]
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	1st
	600,876



	G
	Reggie Miller
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	5th
	366,137



	G
	Jerry Stackhouse[image: External link]
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	1st
	—



	F
	Dale Davis[image: External link]
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	1st
	—



	F
	Glenn Robinson[image: External link]
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	1st
	184,230



	C
	Dikembe Mutombo
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	6th
	277,768



	Head coach: Jeff Van Gundy[image: External link] (New York Knicks[image: External link])
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 Game







	
February 13, 2000








	






	
Western Conference[image: External link] 137, Eastern Conference[image: External link] 126



	
Scoring by quarter: 33–26, 31–33, 35–38, 38–29



	
Pts: Kevin Garnett, Tim Duncan 24 each

Rebs: Tim Duncan 14

Asts: Jason Kidd 14
	
	
Pts: Allen Iverson 26

Rebs: Dikembe Mutombo 8

Asts: Allen Iverson 9






	

Oakland Arena[image: External link], Oakland[image: External link], California

Attendance: 18,325

Referees:


	Joe Crawford[image: External link]

	Terry Durham[image: External link]

	Joe Forte[image: External link]














The Eastern Conference led in the first three minutes of the game but then the Western Conference took advantage and finished the first quarter leading 33-26.

The East tried to come back in the second quarter but the score at halftime the West was still ahead of five points, 64-59. The Eastern Conference tied the game at 91 with two minutes and eight seconds remaining in the third quarter.

Chris Webber[image: External link] made a buzzer-beater at the end of the quarter and the Western Conference took the lead 99-97. The West started the fourth quarter with an 8-0 run that determined the win.

The co-MVPs of the game (Shaquille O'Neal and Tim Duncan) combined for 46 points and 23 rebounds. It was the third time in All-Star Game history that two players won the MVP award. It also happened in 1959 (Bob Pettit and Elgin Baylor) and in 1993 (John Stockton[image: External link] and Karl Malone). O'Neal would later share an All-Star MVP award nine years later[image: External link], this time with former Laker teammate Kobe Bryant, making him the only player to share All-Star MVP honors with another player twice.

The American anthem was sung by Martina McBride[image: External link]. The Canadian anthem was sung by The Moffatts[image: External link].
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 Eastern Conference






	Player
	Min
	Fg
	3pt
	Ft
	Off
	Def
	Tot
	Ast
	Pf
	St
	To
	Bs
	Pts



	Vince Carter*, Tor
	28
	6-11
	0-2
	0-0
	2
	2
	4
	2
	0
	2
	2
	0
	12



	Grant Hill[image: External link]*, Det
	19
	3-7
	0-1
	1-1
	0
	3
	3
	5
	0
	1
	3
	0
	7



	Alonzo Mourning[image: External link]*, Mia
	27
	7-11
	0-0
	1-2
	2
	5
	7
	1
	4
	3
	1
	5
	15



	Eddie Jones[image: External link]*, Cha
	21
	4-7
	2-3
	0-0
	1
	3
	4
	3
	1
	1
	1
	0
	10



	Allen Iverson*, Phi
	28
	10-18
	2-2
	4-5
	2
	0
	2
	9
	0
	2
	5
	0
	26



	Allan Houston[image: External link], NY
	18
	3-10
	1-3
	4-4
	0
	0
	0
	2
	1
	1
	1
	0
	11



	Glenn Robinson[image: External link], Mil
	17
	5-10
	0-0
	0-0
	2
	4
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	10



	Ray Allen, Mil
	17
	4-13
	1-6
	5-6
	1
	0
	1
	2
	2
	3
	3
	1
	14



	Dikembe Mutombo, Atl
	16
	2-4
	0-0
	0-0
	2
	6
	8
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	4



	Dale Davis[image: External link], Ind
	14
	2-3
	0-0
	0-0
	3
	5
	8
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4



	Jerry Stackhouse[image: External link], Det
	14
	4-7
	0-0
	0-0
	0
	1
	1
	2
	2
	0
	1
	0
	8



	Reggie Miller, Ind
	21
	1-7
	1-6
	2-2
	0
	2
	2
	3
	1
	1
	1
	0
	5



	TOTAL
	240
	51-108
	7-23
	17-20
	15
	31
	46
	30
	11
	14
	20
	6
	126
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	Player
	Min
	Fg
	3pt
	Ft
	Off
	Def
	Tot
	Ast
	Pf
	St
	To
	Bs
	Pts



	Kevin Garnett*, Min
	35
	10-19
	0-1
	4-4
	3
	7
	10
	5
	1
	1
	0
	1
	24



	Tim Duncan*, San
	33
	12-14
	0-0
	0-0
	7
	7
	14
	4
	3
	1
	2
	1
	24



	Shaquille O'Neal*, Lal
	25
	11-20
	0-0
	0-2
	4
	5
	9
	3
	2
	0
	4
	3
	22



	Kobe Bryant*, Lal
	28
	7-16
	1-4
	0-0
	1
	0
	1
	3
	3
	2
	1
	0
	15



	Jason Kidd*, Pho
	34
	4-9
	3-6
	0-0
	0
	5
	5
	14
	0
	4
	6
	0
	11



	Gary Payton, Sea
	20
	1-8
	0-4
	3-3
	0
	4
	4
	8
	1
	2
	2
	0
	5



	Chris Webber[image: External link], Sac
	13
	3-10
	0-0
	0-0
	3
	5
	8
	3
	2
	1
	2
	0
	6



	Rasheed Wallace[image: External link], Por
	21
	3-6
	0-0
	3-4
	2
	2
	4
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	9



	Michael Finley[image: External link], Dal
	10
	5-6
	1-2
	0-0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	11



	David Robinson, Sas
	7
	0-1
	0-0
	0-0
	1
	1
	2
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0



	John Stockton[image: External link], Uta
	11
	5-5
	0-0
	0-0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	2
	1
	0
	0
	10



	Karl Malone, Uta
	3
	0-1
	0-0
	0-0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0



	TOTAL
	240
	61-115
	5-17
	10-13
	21
	37
	58
	42
	15
	13
	19
	6
	137




* starters
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Main article: NBA All-Star Weekend Rising Stars Challenge[image: External link]


The Rising Stars Challenge[image: External link] featured the best first-year players (' Rookies[image: External link]') against the best second-year players (' Sophomores[image: External link]'). Al Attles[image: External link] and Bill Russell[image: External link] served as head coaches for the rookies and sophomores respectively.




	Rookies



	


	Pos.
	Player
	Team



	G
	Andre Miller
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]



	F/C
	Elton Brand
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]



	F
	Lamar Odom
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]



	G
	Steve Francis
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]



	F
	James Posey[image: External link]
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]



	G/F
	Adrian Griffin[image: External link]
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	C
	Todd MacCulloch[image: External link]
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]



	F
	Wally Szczerbiak[image: External link]
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]



	
Head coach: Al Attles[image: External link]




	
Assistant coach: Nate Thurmond






	


	Pos.
	Player
	Team



	F
	Dirk Nowitzki
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]



	F
	Paul Pierce[image: External link]
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	F/C
	Raef LaFrentz[image: External link]
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]



	G
	Cuttino Mobley[image: External link]
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]



	G
	Jason Williams[image: External link]
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]



	G
	Mike Bibby
	Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link]



	G
	Michael Dickerson[image: External link]
	Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link]



	C
	Michael Olowokandi
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]



	F
	
Antawn Jamison[image: External link]INJ

	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]



	
Head coach: Bill Russell[image: External link]




	
Assistant coach: KC Jones[image: External link]













^INJ Antawn Jamison was unable to participate due to injury.
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Main article: NBA All-Star Weekend Slam Dunk Contest[image: External link]




	Contestants



	Pos.
	Player
	Team
	Height
	Weight
	Pct



	G/F
	Vince Carter
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	6–6
	220
	



	G/F
	Ricky Davis[image: External link]
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	6-7
	195
	



	G
	Steve Francis
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	6–3
	210
	



	G/F
	Larry Hughes
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	6–5
	185
	



	G/F
	Tracy McGrady
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	6–8
	225
	



	G/F
	Jerry Stackhouse[image: External link]
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	6–6
	218
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Main article: NBA All-Star Weekend Three-Point Shootout[image: External link]




	Contestants



	Pos.
	Player
	Team
	Height
	Weight
	First round
	Final round



	G
	Jeff Hornacek[image: External link]
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	6–4
	190
	17
	13



	F
	Dirk Nowitzki
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	7–0
	245
	18
	11



	G
	Ray Allen
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	6–5
	205
	16
	10



	G
	Mike Bibby
	Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link]
	6–2
	195
	15
	—



	G
	Terry Porter[image: External link]
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	6–3
	195
	15
	—



	G
	Hubert Davis[image: External link]
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	6–5
	183
	14
	—



	G
	Allen Iverson
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	6–0
	165
	10
	—



	G
	Bob Sura[image: External link]
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	6–5
	200
	9
	—
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2010 NBA All-Star Game






The 2010 NBA All-Star Game was an exhibition[image: External link] basketball game between players selected from the National Basketball Association (NBA)'s Western Conference[image: External link] and the Eastern Conference[image: External link] that was played on February 14, 2010 at Cowboys Stadium[image: External link] in Arlington, Texas[image: External link] United States. This game was the 59th edition of the NBA All-Star Game[image: External link] and was played during the 2009–10 NBA season. This was the second time that the Dallas/Fort Worth metropolitan area[image: External link] had hosted the All-Star Game; the area had previously hosted the event in 1986[image: External link]. Dallas was awarded the All-Star Game in an announcement by commissioner David Stern on October 30, 2008.

The All-Star Weekend[image: External link] began on Friday, February 12, 2010 with the Celebrity Game[image: External link] and the Rookie Challenge[image: External link], a game between the league's best rookies and second-year players. On Saturday, the event continued with the All-Star Saturday Night, which featured the Shooting Stars Competition[image: External link], Skills Challenge[image: External link], Three-Point Shootout[image: External link], Slam Dunk Contest[image: External link] and H–O–R–S–E Competition[image: External link]. The D-League[image: External link] All-Star Game and the second D-League Dream Factory Friday Night, the latter of which was modeled after the NBA All-Star Saturday Night, also took place during the All-Star Weekend. The D-League Dream Factory Friday Night was held on Friday and the D-League All-Star Game was held on Saturday.

The Eastern Conference[image: External link] All-Star team defeated the Western Conference[image: External link] All-Star team 141–139. The East's Dwyane Wade, who recorded 28 points on 75% shooting, 11 assists, 6 rebounds and 5 steals was named as the game's MVP. In the Rookie Challenge, the Rookies defeated the Sophomores for the first time since 2002, with Rookies' Tyreke Evans named as the game MVP. In the All-Star Saturday Night events, Nate Robinson[image: External link] won his third Slam Dunk Contest while Paul Pierce[image: External link] and Steve Nash[image: External link] won the Three-Point Shootout and Skills Challenge respectively. Team Texas, the home team, won the Shootings Stars Competition. Kevin Durant repeated as champion in the H–O–R–S–E Competition.

The announced attendance for the game was 108,713, the all-time attendance record for the sport.[3] The previous verified record for attendance at a basketball game was 78,129, set in a December 13, 2003 game[image: External link] between Kentucky[image: External link] and Michigan State[image: External link] at Ford Field[image: External link] in Detroit.[4] The final of the 1968 European Cup Winners' Cup between AEK Athens[image: External link] and Slavia Prague[image: External link] at Panathinaiko Stadium[image: External link] in Athens[image: External link] is believed to have had an attendance of 80,000, but that total was not verified at the time.[5] The previous record attendance for an NBA All-Star Game[image: External link] was 44,735, set at the Houston Astrodome[image: External link] for the 1989 All-Star Game[image: External link].[6] This event also broke the record for the single largest attendance for an indoor event, previously held by WrestleMania III[image: External link] in 1987.

This marked the first All-Star game where neither team wore a white uniform. The East wore blue uniforms with silver trim, while the West wore red uniforms with gold trim.



TOP
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The Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] served as host of an All-Star Game for the second time in franchise history; they previously hosted the 1986 All-Star Game[image: External link] at their former home court, the Reunion Arena[image: External link] in Dallas, Texas[image: External link].

The venue for the game on February 14 was Cowboys Stadium, home of the National Football League[image: External link]'s Dallas Cowboys[image: External link], while the Rookie Challenge[image: External link] and NBA All-Star Saturday Night events were held on February 12 and February 13, 2010, respectively, at American Airlines Center[image: External link], home of the Mavericks. This marked the first time the All-Star events were split between two venues since 1989[image: External link].

The Mavericks were awarded the All-Star Game in an announcement by NBA commissioner David Stern, Dallas Mavericks owner Mark Cuban[image: External link], and Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones[image: External link] on October 30, 2008.[7] This was the first All-Star Game to be played in a football stadium since 1996[image: External link] when San Antonio[image: External link]'s Alamodome[image: External link] hosted the event.[8]
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The coaches for the All-Star Game are the head coaches of the teams with the best winning percentage in each conference through the games of January 31, two weeks before the All-Star Game. However, an NBA rule also prohibits a coach from being selected for consecutive All-Star Games. Because Phil Jackson and Mike Brown[image: External link] coached in the 2009 All-Star Game[image: External link], they were not eligible for selection, even though their teams (respectively the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] and Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) had the best winning percentages in their respective conferences at the January 31 cutoff date.[9]

The coach for the Western Conference[image: External link] team was Denver Nuggets[image: External link] head coach George Karl[image: External link]. This is the fourth time Karl was selected to be an All-Star coach, after previous selections in 1994[image: External link], 1996[image: External link] and 1998[image: External link].[10] At January 31, the Nuggets had 32–15 record, the second best winning percentage in the Western Conference, behind Phil Jackson's Lakers.[11] The coach for the Eastern Conference[image: External link] team was Orlando Magic[image: External link] head coach Stan Van Gundy[image: External link]. This is the second time Van Gundy was selected to be an All-Star coach, after previously being selected in 2005. At January 31, the Magic had 32–16 record, the second best winning percentage in the Eastern Conference, behind Mike Brown's Cavaliers.[12]
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The rosters for the All-Star Game are chosen in two ways. The starters were chosen via a fan ballot. Two guards, two forwards and one center who receive the highest vote were named the All-Star starters.[9] The reserves were chosen by votes among the NBA head coaches in their respective conferences. The coaches were not permitted to vote for their own players. The reserves consists of two guards, two forwards, one center and two players regardless of position. If a player is unable to participate due to injury, the commissioner will select a replacement.[13]

LeBron James of the Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] topped the All-Star Ballots with 2,549,693 votes, which earned him a starting position in the Eastern Conference[image: External link] team. Allen Iverson, who retired briefly before returning to play for the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link], earned his eleventh straight selection to the All-Star roster. Dwyane Wade, Kevin Garnett and Dwight Howard[image: External link] completed the Eastern Conference starting position. These five starters also started in the previous year[image: External link]'s Eastern Conference team.[14] The Eastern Conference reserves includes 4 first-time selections, Rajon Rondo, Derrick Rose, Gerald Wallace and Al Horford[image: External link].[13] Wallace became the first player to represent the Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link] in the All-Star game, while Rose became the first All-Star for the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] since Michael Jordan[image: External link].[15]

The Western Conference[image: External link] leading vote-getter is Kobe Bryant with 2,456,224 votes. Two-time MVP[image: External link] Steve Nash[image: External link] returned after missing out on the All-Star roster the previous year. Carmelo Anthony, Tim Duncan and Amar'e Stoudemire completed the Western Conference starting position. Bryant, Duncan and Stoudemire all started in last year's game, although Stoudemire was listed as a forward then.[9] Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]' Dirk Nowitzki represented the home town after being selected as a reserve. The Western Conference reserves includes 3 first-time selections, Kevin Durant, Zach Randolph[image: External link] and Deron Williams[image: External link], who grew up and starred in high school in the Dallas area.[13][16]

Four players missed the game: Kobe Bryant, Chris Paul[image: External link] and Brandon Roy due to injury; Allen Iverson due to personal reasons. As a result, four more were named to the roster as replacements: Chauncey Billups for Paul, Chris Kaman[image: External link] for Roy, Jason Kidd for Bryant and David Lee[image: External link] for Iverson. Both Kaman and Lee are first-time selections.[17][18][19] Eastern Conference coach Stan Van Gundy selected Joe Johnson[image: External link] to replace Iverson in the starting lineup, while Western Conference coach George Karl selected Dirk Nowitzki to replace Bryant in the starting lineup.[20][21]
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	Eastern Conference All-Stars



	


	Pos.
	Player
	Team
	# of selections
	Total votes



	Starters[9]



	G
	Allen IversonDNP 1
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	11th
	1,269,568



	G
	Dwyane Wade
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	6th
	2,327,550



	F
	LeBron James
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	6th
	2,549,693



	F
	Kevin Garnett
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	13th
	1,978,116



	C
	Dwight Howard[image: External link]
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	4th
	2,360,096



	Reserves[13]



	G
	Joe Johnson[image: External link]1
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	4th
	—



	G
	Rajon Rondo
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	1st
	—



	G
	Derrick Rose
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	1st
	—



	F
	Paul Pierce[image: External link]
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	8th
	—



	F
	Gerald Wallace
	Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	1st
	—



	F
	Chris Bosh[image: External link]
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	5th
	—



	F/C
	Al Horford[image: External link]
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	1st
	—



	C
	David Lee[image: External link]REP
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	1st
	—



	Head coach: Stan Van Gundy[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link])[12]





	


	Pos.
	Player
	Team
	# of selections
	Total votes



	Starters[9]



	G
	Steve Nash[image: External link]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	7th
	1,222,235



	G
	Kobe BryantINJ 2
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	12th
	2,456,224



	F
	Carmelo Anthony
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	3rd
	2,137,560



	C
	Tim Duncan
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	12th
	1,156,696



	C
	Amar'e Stoudemire
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	5th
	1,824,093



	Reserves[13]



	G
	Chauncey BillupsREP
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	5th
	—



	G
	Jason KiddREP
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	10th
	—



	G
	Chris Paul[image: External link]INJ
	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	3rd
	—



	G
	Brandon RoyINJ
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	3rd
	—



	G
	Deron Williams[image: External link]
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	1st
	—



	F
	Kevin Durant
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	1st
	—



	F
	Dirk Nowitzki2
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	9th
	—



	F
	Zach Randolph[image: External link]
	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	1st
	—



	F/C3
	Pau Gasol
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	3rd
	—



	C
	Chris Kaman[image: External link]REP
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	1st
	—



	Head coach: George Karl[image: External link] (Denver Nuggets[image: External link])[10]












^INJ Kobe Bryant, Chris Paul and Brandon Roy did not participate due to injury.[17][22][23]

^DNP Allen Iverson did not play due to personal reasons.[17]

^REP Chauncey Billups was named as a replacement for Chris Paul,[18] Chris Kaman was named as a replacement for Brandon Roy,[19] Jason Kidd was named as a replacement for Kobe Bryant,[17] and David Lee was named as a replacement for Allen Iverson.[17]

^1 Joe Johnson started in place of Allen Iverson.[20]

^2 Dirk Nowitzki started in place of Kobe Bryant.[21]

^3 Although the NBA listed Pau Gasol as a forward in the All-Star ballot,[9] he was selected as a reserve center by the head coaches.[16]
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 Game







	
TNT[image: External link]








	
February 14

7:50 p.m. CT[image: External link]









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Eastern Conference All-Stars[image: External link] 141, Western Conference All-Stars[image: External link] 139



	
Scoring by quarter: 37–34, 39–35, 42–40, 23–30



	
Pts: Dwyane Wade 28

Rebs: Chris Bosh[image: External link] 10

Asts: Dwyane Wade 11
	
	
Pts: Carmelo Anthony 27

Rebs: Anthony, Stoudemire 10 each

Asts: Steve Nash[image: External link] 13






	

Cowboys Stadium[image: External link], Arlington, Texas[image: External link]

Attendance: 108,713

Referees:

	#48 Scott Foster

	#19 James Capers

	#63 Derek Richardson
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Main article: NBA All-Star Weekend Rookie Challenge[image: External link]


The T-Mobile[image: External link] Rookie Challenge[image: External link] featured a team of standout first-year players (' Rookies[image: External link]') against a team of standout second-year players ('Sophomores'). The game was divided into two twenty-minute halves, similar to college basketball[image: External link]. The participating players were chosen by voting among the league's assistant coaches. The Rookie team included five of the top ten picks from the 2009 NBA draft: Stephen Curry[image: External link], Tyreke Evans, Jonny Flynn[image: External link], James Harden[image: External link] and Brandon Jennings[image: External link]. The Sophomores team featured seven players from the previous Rookie Challenge game[image: External link]: Michael Beasley[image: External link], Marc Gasol[image: External link], Eric Gordon[image: External link], Brook Lopez[image: External link], O. J. Mayo[image: External link], Derrick Rose and Russell Westbrook[image: External link].[24] However, Rose was later replaced by Anthony Morrow[image: External link] due to Rose's selection to the Skills Challenge and the All-Star Game.[25]

The head coaches for the Rookies and Sophomores teams were the lead assistants from the All-Star Game coaching staffs, Adrian Dantley from the Denver Nuggets[image: External link] and Patrick Ewing[image: External link] from the Orlando Magic[image: External link]. They were assisted by two All-Stars who served as assistant coach, Kevin Durant and Chris Bosh[image: External link]. Durant participated in his third successive Rookie Challenge game, after playing as a rookie and sophomore in the last two years. Bosh, a Dallas native, returned to his hometown where he grew up and starred in high school basketball. Dantley and Durant coached the Rookie team while Ewing and Bosh coached the Sophomore team.[26]

At halftime, sophomore Eric Gordon and rookie DeMar DeRozan[image: External link] competed in the inaugural NBA All-Star Slam Dunk-In, a single-round slam dunk competition to determine the fourth participant of the Slam Dunk Contest on Saturday.[27] DeRozan, who was not part of the Rookie team, earned 61% of the fans vote to defeat Eric Gordon and won a spot to compete in the Slam Dunk Contest.[28]




	Rookies



	


	Pos.
	Player
	Team



	F/C
	DeJuan Blair[image: External link]
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]



	F
	Omri Casspi[image: External link]
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]



	G
	Stephen Curry[image: External link]
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]



	G
	Tyreke Evans
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]



	G
	Jonny Flynn[image: External link]
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]



	F
	Taj Gibson[image: External link]
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]



	G
	James Harden[image: External link]
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]



	G
	Brandon Jennings[image: External link]
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]



	F
	Jonas Jerebko[image: External link]
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]



	
Head coach: Adrian Dantley (Denver Nuggets[image: External link])[26]




	
Assistant coach: Kevin Durant (Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link])[26]






	


	Pos.
	Player
	Team



	F
	Michael Beasley[image: External link]
	Miami Heat[image: External link]



	C
	Marc Gasol[image: External link]
	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]



	F
	Danilo Gallinari[image: External link]
	New York Knicks[image: External link]



	G
	Eric Gordon[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]



	C
	Brook Lopez[image: External link]
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]



	F/C
	Kevin Love[image: External link]
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]



	G
	O. J. Mayo[image: External link]
	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]



	G
	
Anthony Morrow[image: External link]REP

	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]



	G
	
Derrick RoseDNP

	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]



	G
	Russell Westbrook[image: External link]
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]



	
Head coach: Patrick Ewing[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link])[26]




	
Assistant coach: Chris Bosh[image: External link] (Toronto Raptors[image: External link])[26]













^DNP Derrick Rose was excused from the Rookie Challenge in consideration of being named to the All-Star Game and his participation in the Skills Challenge.[25]

^REP Anthony Morrow was named as a replacement for Derrick Rose.[25]









	
TNT[image: External link]








	
February 12

9:00 p.m. ET[image: External link]









	
Boxscore[image: External link]








	
Rookies 140, Sophomores 128



	
Scoring by half: 67–55, 73–73



	
Pts: Tyreke Evans 26

Rebs: DeJuan Blair[image: External link] 23

Asts: Brandon Jennings[image: External link] 8
	
	
Pts: Russell Westbrook[image: External link] 40

Rebs: Beasley[image: External link], Lopez[image: External link] 7 each

Asts: O. J. Mayo[image: External link] 10






	

American Airlines Center[image: External link], Dallas[image: External link]

Attendance: 19,200

Referees:

	#67 John Goble

	#65 Sean Wright

	#60 David Guthrie














The Rookies won the game 140–128, ending the Sophomores' seven games win streak and winning the Rookie Challenge for the first time since 2002. Rookie's Tyreke Evans was named MVP[image: External link]; he had 26 points, 6 rebounds and 5 assists. DeJuan Blair[image: External link] scored 22 points and notched a record 23 rebounds, becoming the first player to have a 20–20 game in the Rookie Challenge. Sophomore's Russell Westbrook[image: External link] had a game-high 40 points in a losing effort. It was the second time a player has reached the 40-point mark, since Kevin Durant had 46 points last year. The Rookies were up by 12 at halftime, the largest lead of the game. Westbrook, who had 11 points at halftime, took over and scored 29 points in the second half. But strong plays enabled the Rookies to keep the lead for the rest of the game.[29][30]
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Main article: NBA All-Star Weekend Slam Dunk Contest[image: External link]


The Sprite[image: External link] Slam Dunk Contest[image: External link] was contested by defending champion Nate Robinson[image: External link], All-Star Gerald Wallace, Shannon Brown[image: External link] and DeMar DeRozan[image: External link].[27] The fourth contestant was determined through the first ever NBA All-Star Dunk-In, a single-round slam dunk competition that was held at halftime of the Rookie Challenge game. The opening matchup between DeRozan and Eric Gordon[image: External link] ended with DeRozan winning 61% of the online fan vote and the final spot in the Saturday competition.[28]

The Slam Dunk Contest was held the following night. Each of the four contestants performed two slam dunks in the first round. A panel of five judges, including former champion Dominique Wilkins and Spud Webb[image: External link],[31][32] then scored the dunks to determine the final round pairing.[27] DeRozan's scored 92 points in the first round, including a 50-point dunk to advance to the finals. Robinson scored 89 points and also advanced to the finals, in which he was narrowly victorious in his effort to repeat. Robinson incorporated the Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders[image: External link] his final round dunks, which earned him 51% of the fan vote, thus making him the first three-time dunk contest winner. After accepting the trophy, Robinson announced his retirement from any future dunk contests.[33]



	Contestants



	Pos.
	Player
	Team
	Height
	Weight
	First round
	Final round



	1st dunk
	2nd dunk
	Total
	Votes



	G
	Nate Robinson[image: External link]
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	5–8
	180
	44
	45
	89
	51%



	G
	DeMar DeRozan[image: External link]
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	6–7
	220
	42
	50
	92
	49%



	G
	Shannon Brown[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	6–4
	205
	37
	41
	78
	—



	F
	Gerald Wallace
	Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	6–7
	220
	38
	40
	78
	—






	Dunk-In contestants



	Pos.
	Player
	Team
	Height
	Weight
	Votes



	G
	DeMar DeRozan[image: External link]
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	6–7
	220
	61%



	G
	Eric Gordon[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	6–3
	222
	39%
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 Three-Point Shootout




Main article: NBA All-Star Weekend Three-Point Shootout[image: External link]


The Foot Locker[image: External link] Three-Point Shootout[image: External link] featured six players: defending champion Daequan Cook[image: External link] returned to defend his title, competing against Chauncey Billups, Paul Pierce[image: External link], Channing Frye[image: External link], Danilo Gallinari[image: External link] and rookie Stephen Curry[image: External link].[34] Frye was the first center to participate in the three-point shootout since Sam Perkins[image: External link] in 1997.[35] In this contest, contestants attempt to make as many three-point field goals as possible from five shooting stations behind the three-point arc[image: External link] in one minute. Players begin shooting from one corner of the court, and move from station to station along the three point arc until they reach the other corner. Each station has four standard balls, worth one point each, plus one specially colored "money ball", worth two points.[36]

Curry led the first round with 18 points as he advanced to the final round along with Billups and Pierce, who both scored 17 points. Cook failed to advance, finishing with 15 points along with Frye and Gallinari. In the second round, Pierce set the tone early by scoring 20 points, and both Billups and Curry were unable to match his score. Pierce, who could only manage to score 8 points in his first participation in 2002[image: External link], became the first Celtic to win the contest since Larry Bird[image: External link] won it back-to-back in 1986[image: External link] and 1987[image: External link].[31][36][37]



	Contestants



	Pos.
	Player
	Team
	Height
	Weight
	First round
	Final round



	F
	Paul Pierce[image: External link]
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	6–7
	235
	17
	20



	G
	Stephen Curry[image: External link]
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	6–3
	185
	18
	17



	G
	Chauncey Billups
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	6–3
	202
	17
	14



	G
	Daequan Cook[image: External link]
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	6–5
	210
	15
	—



	C
	Channing Frye[image: External link]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	6–11
	245
	15
	—



	F
	Danilo Gallinari[image: External link]
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	6–10
	225
	15
	—
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 Skills Challenge




Main article: NBA All-Star Weekend Skills Challenge[image: External link]


The Taco Bell[image: External link] Skills Challenge[image: External link] was contested by four players. Derrick Rose, the defending champion, was supposed to participate in the contest but he suffered an injury before the All-Star Break. He was replaced by Russell Westbrook[image: External link] of the Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link].[38][39] 2008 champion Deron Williams[image: External link], 2005 champion Steve Nash[image: External link] and rookie Brandon Jennings[image: External link] also competed. In this contest, the contestants have to complete an "obstacle course" consisting of dribbling, passing and shooting stations. The contestant who finishes the course with the fastest time wins the contest. All contestants must comply with basic NBA ball-handling rules while completing the course.[40]

The two former champions, Nash and Williams advanced to the second round with the 35.0 and 34.1 seconds respectively. Jennings missed the cut for the final round with just 35.7 seconds, 0.7 second slower than Nash. In the final round, Nash went quicker than his first round attempt to record 29.9 seconds, while Williams could only record 37.9 seconds. Nash became the second two-time winner of the event, joining Dwyane Wade who won it back-to-back in 2006[image: External link] and 2007[image: External link].[31][40]



	Contestants



	Pos.
	Player
	Team
	Height
	Weight
	First round
	Final round



	G
	Steve Nash[image: External link]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	6–3
	195
	35.0
	29.9



	G
	Deron Williams[image: External link]
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	6–3
	207
	34.1
	37.9



	G
	Brandon Jennings[image: External link]
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	6–1
	169
	35.7
	—



	G
	Russell Westbrook[image: External link]REP
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	6–3
	187
	44.1
	—



	G
	Derrick RoseINJ
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	6–3
	190
	—
	—





^INJ Derrick Rose was not able to participate due to injury.[39]

^REP Russell Westbrook was named as a replacement for Derrick Rose.[39]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Shooting Stars Competition




Main article: NBA All-Star Weekend Shooting Stars Competition[image: External link]


The Haier[image: External link] Shooting Stars Competition[image: External link] was contested by four teams of three players, with each team representing a city which has both NBA and WNBA[image: External link] teams (or in the case of Sacramento[image: External link], had one during the 2009 season[image: External link]). Each team consisted of one current NBA player, one current WNBA player, and one NBA legend. In this competition, each team must make six shots from six shooting locations of increasing difficulties. The team who makes all six shots with the fastest time wins the competition. For the first time in the event's history, the TNT[image: External link] and NBA TV[image: External link] analysts participated in the event, as the NBA legend. Defending champion Team Detroit did not return to defend their title. A home team from Texas[image: External link] competed in the competition, representing Dallas[image: External link], Houston[image: External link] and San Antonio[image: External link], the three cities in Texas that have NBA franchises. Other participants in the event included Team Atlanta[image: External link], Team Los Angeles and Team Sacramento.[41]

In the first round, Team Texas and Los Angeles both had the two best times and advanced to the final round. In the final round, Team Texas finished the course in just 34.3 seconds, defeating team Los Angeles who recorded 55.2 seconds. Team Texas only missed two shots in their first five shooting locations before hometown player Dirk Nowitzki scored the half-court shot in the team's sixth attempt. WNBA player Becky Hammon[image: External link], who won the competition as part of Team San Antonio in 2008[image: External link], became the second two-time winner, after Bill Laimbeer[image: External link].[42]



	Contestants



	City/State
	Members
	Team
	First round
	Final round



	Texas
	Dirk Nowitzki
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	1:28
	34.3



	Becky Hammon[image: External link]1
	San Antonio Silver Stars[image: External link]



	Kenny Smith[image: External link]
	Houston Rockets[image: External link] (retired)



	Los Angeles
	Pau Gasol
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	1:00
	55.2



	Marie Ferdinand-Harris[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Sparks[image: External link]



	Brent Barry[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link] (retired)



	Sacramento
	Tyreke Evans
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	1:46
	—



	Nicole Powell[image: External link]
	Sacramento Monarchs[image: External link]



	Chris Webber[image: External link]
	Sacramento Kings (retired)



	Atlanta
	Joe Johnson[image: External link]
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	1:47
	—



	Angel McCoughtry[image: External link]
	Atlanta Dream[image: External link]



	Steve Smith[image: External link]
	Atlanta Hawks (retired)





^1 Becky Hammon is a U.S. citizen by birth. She became a naturalized citizen of Russia in 2007 and has represented Russia[image: External link] in international competitions.[43]
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 H–O–R–S–E Competition




Main article: NBA All-Star Weekend H–O–R–S–E Competition[image: External link]


A H–O–R–S–E Competition, which was contested for the first time last year as an exhibition event before the All-Star Saturday Night, is now part of the All-Star Saturday Night events. The objective of this competition is to accrue as few of the five letters as possible. Players are given a "letter" every time they fail to duplicate a shot of another player. Each player is given 24 seconds to make or duplicate a shot—dunking is prohibited. Each player who fails to duplicate five shots is eliminated from the competition. An NBA referee is assigned to rule whether the shot is performed properly.[44] Defending champion Kevin Durant returned to defend his title, competing against Rajon Rondo and rookie Omri Casspi[image: External link].[45] All players started slow in the contest early on after failing to make most shots. Casspi was soon eliminated when he accumulated the five letters. Due to time constraint, the competition turned into a three-point contest. Durant made most of his shots, eliminating Rondo who missed two three-pointers.[44]



	Contestants



	Pos.
	Player
	Team
	Height
	Weight
	Results



	F
	Kevin Durant
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	6–9
	230
	H-O-R



	G
	Rajon Rondo
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	6–1
	171
	H-O-R-S-E



	F
	Omri Casspi[image: External link]
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	6–9
	225
	H-O-R-S-E
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 Celebrity Game




Main article: NBA All-Star Weekend Celebrity Game[image: External link]


The NBA All-Star Celebrity Game[image: External link] was played on Friday, February 12 at the Dallas Convention Center[image: External link]. A total of 20 celebrities took part in the game, including several former basketball players. Basketball Hall of Famer[image: External link] Magic Johnson[image: External link] and five-time NBA All-Star Alonzo Mourning[image: External link], served as coaches for the celebrity teams. Three former NBA players, Robert Horry[image: External link], Rick Fox[image: External link] and Chris Mullin, along with Hall of Famer Nancy Lieberman and Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] owner Mark Cuban[image: External link], participated in the game.[46] The West team won 41–37 over the East. "Special K" Daley[image: External link], one of the four Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link] player that participated in the game, scored game-high 18 points for the West. Actor Michael Rapaport[image: External link], who scored 4 points, was named as the Celebrity Game MVP for his defense on football player Terrell Owens[image: External link], the MVP of the last two Celebrity Games. Owens, who played both college basketball and football in Chattanooga[image: External link], led the East with 10 points.[46] The Globetrotters, joined by "Curly" Neal[image: External link] and "Bucket" Blakes, entertained the crowd during the timeouts with their signature ball-handling tricks.[47]




	East



	


	Player
	Background



	Doctor Oz[image: External link]
	Doctor/TV host



	Chris Tucker[image: External link]
	Actor/comedian



	Joel Moore[image: External link]
	Actor



	Pitbull[image: External link]
	Musician



	Terrell Owens[image: External link]
	
Football player



	"Flight Time" Lang[image: External link]
	Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link]



	"Big Easy" Lofton
	Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link]



	Angel McCoughtry[image: External link]
	WNBA player



	Nancy Lieberman
	Basketball Hall of Famer[image: External link]



	Rick Fox[image: External link]
	NBA player



	
Head coach: Alonzo Mourning[image: External link]




	
Assistant coach: Mario Lopez[image: External link] (Actor)





	


	Player
	Background



	Anthony Kim[image: External link]
	Golfer[image: External link]



	Terrence J[image: External link]
	TV host



	Mark Cuban[image: External link]
	
Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] owner



	Common[image: External link]
	Actor/musician



	Michael Rapaport[image: External link]
	Actor



	"Scooter" Christensen
	Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link]



	"Special K" Daley[image: External link]
	Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link]



	Becky Hammon[image: External link]
	WNBA player



	Chris Mullin
	Basketball Hall of Famer[image: External link]



	Robert Horry[image: External link]
	NBA player



	
Head coach: Magic Johnson[image: External link]




	
Assistant coach: Drake[image: External link] (Musician)
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 D-League All-Star




Main article: NBA Development League All-Star Game[image: External link]
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 D-League All-Star Game




Twenty of the NBA Development League[image: External link]'s top players were selected to the D-League All-Star Game rosters by a combination of fan balloting on the official D-League website and voting by the 16 head coaches of D-League teams. Players who have been selected by coaches and fans must be on an active roster of a D-League team. Iowa Energy[image: External link] head coach Nick Nurse[image: External link] and Rio Grande Valley Vipers[image: External link] head coach Chris Finch[image: External link] were selected as the coach for the Red Team and the Blue Team respectively. Both coaches earned the honor by securing the best records in the D-League through January 26.[48]




	Eastern Conference



	


	Pos.
	Player
	Team



	C
	
Alexis Ajinça[image: External link]INJ

	Maine Red Claws[image: External link]



	F
	Morris Almond[image: External link]
	Springfield Armor[image: External link]



	F
	Alade Aminu[image: External link]
	Erie BayHawks[image: External link]



	C
	Earl Barron[image: External link]
	Iowa Energy[image: External link]



	F
	
Romel Beck[image: External link]REP

	Dakota Wizards[image: External link]



	F
	Trey Gilder[image: External link]
	Maine Red Claws[image: External link]



	F
	Ron Howard[image: External link]
	Fort Wayne Mad Ants[image: External link]



	F
	Rob Kurz[image: External link]
	Fort Wayne Mad Ants[image: External link]



	G/F
	Cartier Martin[image: External link]
	Iowa Energy[image: External link]



	G
	Curtis Stinson[image: External link]
	Iowa Energy[image: External link]



	F
	Reggie Williams[image: External link]
	Sioux Falls Skyforce[image: External link]



	
Head coach: Nick Nurse[image: External link] (Iowa Energy[image: External link])





	


	Pos.
	Player
	Team



	G
	
Antonio Anderson[image: External link]INJ

	Rio Grande Valley Vipers[image: External link]



	C
	
Brian Butch[image: External link]REP

	Bakersfield Jam[image: External link]



	G
	
Joe Crawford[image: External link]REP

	Los Angeles D-Fenders[image: External link]



	C
	
Joey Dorsey[image: External link]DNP

	Rio Grande Valley Vipers[image: External link]



	G
	
Desmon Farmer[image: External link]REP

	Reno Bighorns[image: External link]



	G
	
Sundiata Gaines[image: External link]DNP

	Idaho Stampede[image: External link]



	G
	Alonzo Gee[image: External link]
	Austin Toros[image: External link]



	F
	Mike Harris[image: External link]
	Rio Grande Valley Vipers[image: External link]



	G
	
Dontell Jefferson[image: External link]INJ

	Utah Flash[image: External link]



	G
	
Curtis Jerrells[image: External link]REP

	Austin Toros[image: External link]



	F
	Dwayne Jones[image: External link]
	Austin Toros[image: External link]



	F
	Carlos Powell[image: External link]
	Albuquerque Thunderbirds[image: External link]



	G
	Mustafa Shakur[image: External link]
	Tulsa 66ers[image: External link]



	F
	
Diamon Simpson[image: External link]REP

	Los Angeles D-Fenders[image: External link]



	F
	
Anthony Tolliver[image: External link]DNP

	Idaho Stampede[image: External link]



	
Head coach: Chris Finch[image: External link] (Rio Grande Valley Vipers[image: External link])












^INJ Alexis Ajinca, Dontell Jefferson and Antonio Anderson did not participate due to injury.[49]

^DNP Joey Dorsey did not participate due to a recall by the Houston Rockets[image: External link], while Sundiata Gaines and Anthony Tolliver did not participate due to call-ups to the Utah Jazz[image: External link] and Golden State Warriors[image: External link] respectively.[49]

^REP Romel Beck, Brian Butch, Joe Crawford, Desmon Farmer, Curtis Jerrells and Diamon Simpson was named as replacements for the unavailable players.[49]









	
NBA TV[image: External link]








	
February 13

3:00 p.m. ET[image: External link]









	

Recap[image: External link]

Boxscore[image: External link]









	Eastern Conference 81, Western Conference 98




	
Scoring by half: 41–48, 40–50



	
Pts: Earl Barron[image: External link] 20

Rebs: Rob Kurz[image: External link] 10

Asts: Curtis Stinson[image: External link] 11
	
	
Pts: Brian Butch[image: External link] 18

Rebs: Brian Butch 13

Asts: Curtis Jerrells[image: External link] 6






	

Dallas Convention Center[image: External link], Dallas[image: External link]

Attendance: 3500

Referees:

	#12 Scott Bolnick

	#14 Nick Buchert

	#52 James Williams














In the fourth annual D-League All-Star Game, the Western Conference team defeated the Eastern Conference Team 98–81. Bakersfield Jam[image: External link] center Brian Butch[image: External link], who scored 18 points and grabbed 13 rebounds, was named as the MVP of the game. Iowa Energy[image: External link] center Earl Barron[image: External link] scored the game-high 20 points, while Curtis Stinson[image: External link] recorded the game-high 11 assists for the East.[50]
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 D-League Dream Factory Friday Night
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 Slam Dunk Contest




Dar Tucker[image: External link] won the third annual D-League Slam Dunk Contest, beating Alonzo Gee[image: External link] in the final round. Tucker scored four 50-point dunk, finishing with perfect score in both the first and final round. In his final dunk, Tucker jumped over his teammate Brian Butch[image: External link], who is seven feet tall.[51][52]



	Contestants



	Pos.
	Player
	Team
	Height
	Weight



	G
	Dar Tucker[image: External link]
	Los Angeles D-Fenders[image: External link]
	6–4
	205



	G/F
	Anthony Danridge
	Albuquerque Thunderbirds[image: External link]
	6–5
	215



	G
	Alonzo Gee[image: External link]REP
	Austin Toros[image: External link]
	6–6
	220



	F
	Trey Gilder[image: External link]REP
	Maine Red Claws[image: External link]
	6–9
	185



	F
	Bill Walker[image: External link]DNP
	Maine Red Claws[image: External link]
	6–5
	220



	F
	Deron Washington[image: External link]INJ
	Tulsa 66ers[image: External link]
	6–8
	215





^INJ Deron Washington did not participate due to injury.[54]

^DNP Bill Walker did not participate due to a recall by the Boston Celtics[image: External link].[54]

^REP Alonzo Gee and Trey Gilder was named as replacements for the unavailable players.[54]
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 Three-Point Shootout




Andre Ingram[image: External link] won the third annual D-League Three-Point Shootout, beating defending champion Blake Ahearn[image: External link] in the final round by a score of 39–37. Ingram advanced to the finals having scored 18 points, while Ahearn scored 20 points in the first round. Morris Almond[image: External link] and Rob Kurz[image: External link] were eliminated in the first round.[51][52]



	Contestants



	Pos.
	Player
	Team
	Height
	Weight



	G
	Andre Ingram[image: External link]
	Utah Flash[image: External link]
	6–3
	190



	G
	Blake Ahearn[image: External link]
	Bakersfield Jam[image: External link]
	6–2
	190



	G
	Morris Almond[image: External link]
	Springfield Armor[image: External link]
	6–5
	210



	F
	Rob Kurz[image: External link]
	Fort Wayne Mad Ants[image: External link]
	6–9
	230
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 Shooting Stars Competition




The Haier[image: External link] Shooting Stars Competition was held for the first time in the D-League Dream Factory Friday Night events. A team of Pat Carroll[image: External link], Trey Gilder[image: External link] and Carlos Powell[image: External link] won the inaugural competition by defeating of a team of Brian Butch[image: External link], Desmon Farmer[image: External link] and Donell Taylor[image: External link] in the final round. Carroll, Gilder and Powell finished the course with a time of 15.6 seconds, with Powell made a half-court shot on their first attempt.[51][52]



	Contestants



	Pos.
	Player
	Team
	Height
	Weight



	G
	Pat Carroll[image: External link]
	Iowa Energy[image: External link]
	6–5
	190



	F
	Trey Gilder[image: External link]
	Maine Red Claws[image: External link]
	6–9
	185



	F
	Carlos Powell[image: External link]
	Albuquerque Thunderbirds[image: External link]
	6–7
	225



	F
	Romel Beck[image: External link]
	Dakota Wizards[image: External link]
	6–8
	195



	F
	Brian Butch[image: External link]
	Bakersfield Jam[image: External link]
	6–11
	240



	F
	Desmon Farmer[image: External link]
	Reno Bighorns[image: External link]
	6–5
	210



	F
	Mike Harris[image: External link]
	Rio Grande Valley Vipers[image: External link]
	6–6
	235



	G
	Donell Taylor[image: External link]REP
	Idaho Stampede[image: External link]
	6–5
	215



	G
	Curtis Jerrells[image: External link]
	Austin Toros[image: External link]
	6–1
	195



	G
	Mustafa Shakur[image: External link]
	Tulsa 66ers[image: External link]
	6–3
	190



	F
	Diamon Simpson[image: External link]
	Los Angeles D-Fenders[image: External link]
	6–7
	230



	F
	Reggie Williams[image: External link]
	Sioux Falls Skyforce[image: External link]
	6–6
	210



	G
	Dontell Jefferson[image: External link]INJ
	Utah Flash[image: External link]
	6–5
	190





^INJ Dontell Jefferson did not participate due to injury.[54]

^REP Donell Taylor was named as replacements for Dontell Jefferson.[54]
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NBA All-Star Game Most Valuable Player Award






The National Basketball Association All-Star Game Most Valuable Player (MVP) is an annual National Basketball Association (NBA) award given to the player(s) voted best of the annual All-Star Game[image: External link]. The award was established in 1953[image: External link] when NBA officials decided to designate an MVP for each year's game. The league also re-honored players from the previous two All-Star Games. Ed Macauley and Paul Arizin were selected as the 1951[image: External link] and 1952[image: External link] MVP winners respectively.[1] The voting is conducted by a panel of media members, who cast their vote after the conclusion of the game. The player(s) with the most votes or ties for the most votes wins the award.[2] No All-Star Game MVP was named in 1999 since the game was canceled due to the league's lockout.[3] As of 2017, the most recent recipient is New Orleans Pelicans[image: External link] forward Anthony Davis[image: External link].

Bob Pettit and Kobe Bryant are the only two players to win the All-Star Game MVP four times. Oscar Robertson, Michael Jordan[image: External link], and Shaquille O'Neal have each won the award three times, while Bob Cousy, Julius Erving[image: External link], Isiah Thomas, Magic Johnson[image: External link], Karl Malone, Allen Iverson, LeBron James and Russell Westbrook[image: External link] have all won the award twice. James' first All-Star MVP in 2006 made him the youngest to have ever won the award at the age of 21 years, 1 month. Kyrie Irving[image: External link], winner of the 2014 All-Star Game[image: External link] MVP, is the second-youngest at 21 years, 10 months. They're notable as being the two youngest to win the award, both as Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link].[4][5] Four of the games had joint winners—Elgin Baylor and Pettit in 1959[image: External link], John Stockton[image: External link] and Malone in 1993[image: External link], O'Neal and Tim Duncan in 2000, and O'Neal and Bryant in 2009[image: External link]. O'Neal became the first player in All-Star history to share two MVP awards. The Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] have had eleven winners while the Boston Celtics[image: External link] have had eight. Duncan of the U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link] and Irving of Australia are the only winners not born in the United States. Both Duncan and Irving[a] are American citizens, but are considered "international" players by the NBA because they were not born in one of the fifty states[image: External link] or Washington, D.C.[6] No player trained entirely outside the U.S. has won the award; Irving lived in the U.S. since age two, and Duncan played U.S. college basketball[image: External link] at Wake Forest[image: External link].

Bob Pettit (1958, 1959) and Russell Westbrook[image: External link] (2015, 2016) are the only players to win consecutive awards. Pettit (1956), Bob Cousy (1957), Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link] (1960), Bill Russell[image: External link] (1963), Oscar Robertson (1964), Willis Reed[image: External link] (1970), Dave Cowens (1973), Michael Jordan (1988, 1996, 1998), Magic Johnson (1990), Shaquille O'Neal (2000), and Allen Iverson (2001) all won the All-Star Game MVP and the NBA Most Valuable Player Award[image: External link] in the same season; Jordan is the only player to do this multiple times.[7] 14 players have won the award playing for the team that hosted the All-Star Game: Macauley (1951), Cousy (1957), Pettit (1958, 1962), Chamberlain (1960), Adrian Smith (1966), Rick Barry (1967), Jerry West (1972), Tom Chambers[image: External link] (1987), Jordan (1988), Karl Malone (1993), John Stockton[image: External link] (1993), O'Neal (2004, 2009), Bryant (2011) and Davis (2017); Pettit and O'Neal did this multiple times. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link] has the distinction of playing in the most All-Star Games (18) without winning the All-Star Game MVP, while Adrian Smith won the MVP in his only All-Star Game.
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	^
	Denotes player who is still active in the NBA



	*
	Elected to the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame




	Player (X)
	Denotes the number of times the player has been awarded the MVP award



	Team (X)
	Denotes the number of times a player from this team has won






	Season
	Player
	Position
	Nationality
	Team



	1951[image: External link]
	Macauley, EdEd Macauley*
	Center[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	1952[image: External link]
	Arizin, PaulPaul Arizin*
	Forward[image: External link]/ Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]



	1953[image: External link]
	Mikan, GeorgeGeorge Mikan*
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]



	1954[image: External link]
	Cousy, BobBob Cousy*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (2)



	1955[image: External link]
	Sharman, BillBill Sharman*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (3)



	1956[image: External link]
	Pettit, BobBob Pettit*
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link]



	1957[image: External link]
	Cousy, BobBob Cousy* (2)
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (4)



	1958[image: External link]
	Pettit, BobBob Pettit* (2)
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link] (2)



	1959[image: External link][b]
	Baylor, ElginElgin Baylor*
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link] (2)



	Pettit, BobBob Pettit* (3)
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link] (3)



	1960[image: External link]
	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain[image: External link]*
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link] (2)



	1961[image: External link]
	Robertson, OscarOscar Robertson*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]



	1962[image: External link]
	Pettit, BobBob Pettit* (4)
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link] (4)



	1963[image: External link]
	Russell, BillBill Russell[image: External link]*
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (5)



	1964[image: External link]
	Robertson, OscarOscar Robertson* (2)
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link] (2)



	1965[image: External link]
	Lucas, JerryJerry Lucas[image: External link]*
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link] (3)



	1966[image: External link]
	Smith, AdrianAdrian Smith
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link] (4)



	1967[image: External link]
	Barry, RickRick Barry*
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	San Francisco Warriors[image: External link] (3)



	1968[image: External link]
	Greer, HalHal Greer*
	Guard[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]



	1969[image: External link]
	Robertson, OscarOscar Robertson* (3)
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link] (5)



	1970[image: External link]
	Reed, WillisWillis Reed[image: External link]*
	Center[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	New York Knicks[image: External link]



	1971[image: External link]
	Wilkens, LennyLenny Wilkens*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]



	1972[image: External link]
	West, JerryJerry West*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (3)



	1973[image: External link]
	Cowens, DaveDave Cowens*
	Center[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (6)



	1974[image: External link]
	Lanier, BobBob Lanier[image: External link]*
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]



	1975[image: External link]
	Frazier, WaltWalt Frazier[image: External link]*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	New York Knicks[image: External link] (2)



	1976[image: External link]
	Bing, DaveDave Bing*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Washington Bullets[image: External link]



	1977[image: External link]
	Erving, JuliusJulius Erving[image: External link]*
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] (2)



	1978[image: External link]
	Smith, RandyRandy Smith
	Guard[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Buffalo Braves[image: External link]



	1979[image: External link]
	Thompson, DavidDavid Thompson*
	Guard[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]



	1980[image: External link]
	Gervin, GeorgeGeorge Gervin[image: External link]*
	Guard[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]



	1981[image: External link]
	Archibald, NateNate Archibald*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (7)



	1982[image: External link]
	Bird, LarryLarry Bird[image: External link]*
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Boston Celtics[image: External link] (8)



	1983[image: External link]
	Erving, JuliusJulius Erving[image: External link]* (2)
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] (3)



	1984[image: External link]
	Thomas, IsiahIsiah Thomas*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link] (2)



	1985[image: External link]
	Sampson, RalphRalph Sampson*
	Center[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]



	1986[image: External link]
	Thomas, IsiahIsiah Thomas* (2)
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link] (3)



	1987[image: External link]
	Chambers, TomTom Chambers[image: External link]
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] (2)



	1988[image: External link]
	Jordan, MichaelMichael Jordan[image: External link]*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]



	1989[image: External link]
	Malone, KarlKarl Malone*
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]



	1990[image: External link]
	Johnson, MagicMagic Johnson[image: External link]*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (4)



	1991[image: External link]
	Barkley, CharlesCharles Barkley*
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] (4)



	1992[image: External link]
	Johnson, MagicMagic Johnson[image: External link]* (2)
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (5)



	1993[image: External link][b]
	Stockton, JohnJohn Stockton[image: External link]*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Utah Jazz[image: External link] (2)



	Malone, KarlKarl Malone* (2)
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Utah Jazz[image: External link] (3)



	1994[image: External link]
	Pippen, ScottieScottie Pippen[image: External link]*
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link] (2)



	1995[image: External link]
	Richmond, MitchMitch Richmond*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link] (6)



	1996[image: External link]
	Jordan, MichaelMichael Jordan[image: External link]* (2)
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link] (3)



	1997[image: External link]
	Rice, GlenGlen Rice
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]



	1998[image: External link]
	Jordan, MichaelMichael Jordan[image: External link]* (3)
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link] (4)



	1999[image: External link]
	Not awarded as the game was canceled due to the league's lockout.[3]



	2000[b]
	O'Neal, ShaquilleShaquille O'Neal*
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (6)



	Duncan, TimTim Duncan
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States[c]
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] (2)



	2001
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] (5)



	2002[image: External link]
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (7)



	2003[image: External link]
	Garnett, KevinKevin Garnett
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]



	2004[image: External link]
	O'Neal, ShaquilleShaquille O'Neal* (2)
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (8)



	2005
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson* (2)
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] (6)



	2006[image: External link]
	James, LeBronLeBron James^
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]



	2007[image: External link]
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (2)
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (9)



	2008[image: External link]
	James, LeBronLeBron James^ (2)
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] (2)



	2009[image: External link][b]
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (3)
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (10)



	O'Neal, ShaquilleShaquille O'Neal* (3) [d]
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]



	2010
	Wade, DwyaneDwyane Wade^
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Miami Heat[image: External link]



	2011[image: External link]
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (4)
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (11)



	2012[image: External link]
	Durant, KevinKevin Durant^
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link] (3)



	2013[image: External link]
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link]^
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link] (2)



	2014[image: External link]
	Irving, KyrieKyrie Irving[image: External link]^
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States[a]
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] (3)



	2015[image: External link]
	Westbrook, RussellRussell Westbrook[image: External link]^
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link] (4)



	2016[image: External link]
	Westbrook, RussellRussell Westbrook[image: External link]^ (2)
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link] (5)



	2017[image: External link]
	Davis, AnthonyAnthony Davis[image: External link]^
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	New Orleans Pelicans[image: External link]
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 Multiple-time winners






	Player
	Team
	No.
	Years



	Pettit, BobBob Pettit
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link]
	4
	1956, 1958, 1959, 1962



	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	2002, 2007, 2009, 2011



	Robertson, OscarOscar Robertson
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	3
	1961, 1964, 1969



	Jordan, MichaelMichael Jordan[image: External link]
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	1988, 1996, 1998



	O'Neal, ShaquilleShaquille O'Neal
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]

Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	2000, 2004, 2009



	Cousy, BobBob Cousy
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	2
	1954, 1957



	Erving, JuliusJulius Erving[image: External link]
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	1977, 1983



	Thomas, IsiahIsiah Thomas
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	1984, 1986



	Malone, KarlKarl Malone
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	1989, 1993



	Johnson, MagicMagic Johnson[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	1990, 1992



	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	2001, 2005



	James, LeBronLeBron James
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	2006, 2008



	Westbrook, RussellRussell Westbrook[image: External link]
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	2015, 2016
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	NBA Most Valuable Player Award[image: External link]

	Bill Russell NBA Finals Most Valuable Player Award[image: External link]

	List of NBA All-Stars
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 Notes






	
^ a b Kyrie Irving was born in Australia to American parents who returned to the U.S. when he was two years old. He has dual U.S. and Australian citizenship, but has represented the United States[image: External link] internationally.[11]


	
^ a b c d Denotes All-Star Games in which joint winners were named


	
^ Because Tim Duncan is a United States citizen by birth, as are all natives of the U.S. Virgin Islands,[9] he was able to play for the U.S. internationally.[10]


	
^ O'Neal, at 36 years and 346 days old, is the oldest All-Star Game MVP in NBA history.
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2001 NBA All-Star Game






The 2001 NBA All-Star Game was an exhibition[image: External link] basketball game which was played on February 11, 2001 at the MCI Center[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., home of the Washington Wizards[image: External link]. This game was the 50th edition of the North American National Basketball Association (NBA) All-Star Game[image: External link] and was played during the 2000–01 NBA season.

Allen Iverson was named the game's Most Valuable Player[image: External link] after he rallied the East to garner an improbable 111–110 comeback victory over the West. The East trailed 95–74 with nine minutes left after the West dominated the first 39 minutes behind its superior size. Iverson sparked the comeback scoring 15 of his 25 points in the final nine minutes of the game. Stephon Marbury also helped the East by hitting two three-pointers in the final 53 seconds, including one with 28 seconds left, which proved to be the game-winner.

Kobe Bryant scored the most points for the West squad (19 points), which led by as much as twenty-one points before the team squandered the lead. Bryant, the NBA's leading scorer at the time, could have taken the last shot; instead, he threw a pass that resulted in a last-second miss by Tim Duncan.[1]
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The coach for the Western Conference[image: External link] team was Sacramento Kings[image: External link] head coach Rick Adelman[image: External link]. The Kings had a 31-15 record on February 11. The coach for the Eastern Conference[image: External link] team was Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] head coach Larry Brown. The 76ers had a 36-14 record on February 11.
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The rosters for the All-Star Game were chosen in two ways. The starters were chosen via a fan ballot. Two guards, two forwards and one center who received the highest vote were named the All-Star starters. The reserves were chosen by votes among the NBA head coaches in their respective conferences. The coaches were not permitted to vote for their own players. The reserves consist of two guards, two forwards, one center and two players regardless of position. If a player is unable to participate due to injury, the commissioner will select a replacement.

For the second consecutive year, Vince Carter of the Toronto Raptors[image: External link] was the lead vote-getter with 1,717,687. He was closely followed by Allen Iverson, who earned his second consecutive All-Star appearances. Tracy McGrady, Grant Hill[image: External link], and Alonzo Mourning[image: External link] completed the Eastern Conference starting position. This was the first All-Star appearance by McGrady. Iverson, Hill, and Mourning were all starters the previous year. The Eastern Conference reserves included two first-time selections, Theo Ratliff and Stephon Marbury. The other reserves were Dikembe Mutombo, Ray Allen, Allan Houston[image: External link], Glenn Robinson[image: External link], Latrell Sprewell[image: External link], and Jerry Stackhouse[image: External link]. Because of injuries to Mourning and Hill, Antonio Davis[image: External link] and Anthony Mason[image: External link] were selected as replacements.

The Western Conference's leading vote-getter was Shaquille O'Neal, who earned his eight consecutive All-Star Game selection with 1,541,298 votes. Jason Kidd, Kobe Bryant, Chris Webber[image: External link], and Tim Duncan completed the Western Conference starting positions. Kidd, Bryant, Duncan, and O'Neal were starters for the previous year's Western Conference team, while Webber was a reserve. The Western Conference[image: External link] reserves include two first-time selections, Vlade Divac[image: External link] and Antonio McDyess. The team was rounded out by Gary Payton, Michael Finley[image: External link], Rasheed Wallace[image: External link], Karl Malone, and David Robinson. Because of an injury to O'Neal, Kevin Garnett, who had started the previous year, was selected as his replacement.
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	Eastern Conference All-Stars



	


	Pos
	Player
	Team
	No. of selections
	Votes



	Starters



	G
	Allen Iverson
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	2nd
	1,508,142



	G
	Tracy McGrady
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	1st
	827,122



	F
	Vince Carter
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	2nd
	1,717,687



	F
	Grant Hill[image: External link]INJ
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	6th
	904,885



	C
	Alonzo Mourning[image: External link]INJ
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	6th
	917,866



	Reserves



	G
	Ray Allen
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	2nd
	409,654



	G
	Allan Houston[image: External link]
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	2nd
	476,380



	G
	Stephon Marbury
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	1st
	512,645



	G
	Jerry Stackhouse[image: External link]
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	2nd
	459,575



	F
	Anthony Mason[image: External link]1
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	1st
	322,696



	F
	Glenn Robinson[image: External link]
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	2nd
	—



	F
	Latrell Sprewell[image: External link]REP
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	4th
	817,855



	C
	Antonio Davis[image: External link]REP 1
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	1st
	220,917



	C
	Dikembe MutomboREP
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	7th
	627,148



	C
	Theo RatliffINJ
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	1st
	637,585



	Head coach: Larry Brown (Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link])





	


	Pos
	Player
	Team
	No. of selections
	Votes



	Starters



	G
	Jason Kidd
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	4th
	1,062,837



	G
	Kobe Bryant
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	3rd
	1,433,747



	F
	Chris Webber[image: External link]
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	3rd
	1,306,243



	F
	Tim Duncan
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	3rd
	1,096,522



	C
	Shaquille O'NealINJ
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	8th
	1,541,298



	Reserves



	G
	Michael Finley[image: External link]
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	2nd
	279,250



	G
	Gary Payton
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	7th
	732,671



	F
	Kevin Garnett1
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	4th
	1,003,336



	F
	Karl Malone
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	13th
	479,624



	F
	Antonio McDyess
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	1st
	—



	F
	Rasheed Wallace[image: External link]
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	2nd
	510,543



	C
	David Robinson
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	10th
	716,228



	C
	Vlade Divac[image: External link]REP
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	1st
	715,687



	Head coach: Rick Adelman[image: External link] (Sacramento Kings[image: External link])











^INJ Grant Hill, Alonzo Mourning, Theo Ratliff, and Shaquille O'Neal were unable to participate due to injury.

^REP Lattrell Sprewell, Dikembe Mutombo, Antonio Davis, and Vlade Divac were named as Hill, Mourning, Ratliff, and O'Neal's replacements respectively.[2]

^1 Anthony Mason, Davis, and Kevin Garnett were named as starters, replacing Hill, Mourning, and O'Neal respectively.
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 Game







	
February 11, 2001








	






	
Western Conference[image: External link] 110, Eastern Conference[image: External link] 111




	
Scoring by quarter: 30-17, 31–33, 28-20, 21-41



	
Pts: Kobe Bryant 19

Rebs: Tim Duncan 14

Asts: Kobe Bryant 7
	
	
Pts: Allen Iverson 25

Rebs: Dikembe Mutombo 22

Asts: Allen Iverson 5






	

MCI Center[image: External link], Washington, D.C.

Attendance: 18,325

Referees:
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Main article: Rising Stars Challenge[image: External link]


The Rising Stars Challenge[image: External link] featured the best first-year players (' Rookies[image: External link]') against the best second-year players (' Sophomores[image: External link]'). Kevin Loughery[image: External link] and Elvin Hayes served as head coaches for the rookies and sophomores respectively.




	Rookies



	


	Pos.
	Player
	Team



	G
	Mateen Cleaves[image: External link]
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]



	F/G
	Stephen Jackson[image: External link]
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]



	F
	Kenyon Martin
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]



	G
	Khalid El-Amin[image: External link]
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]



	F
	Quentin Richardson[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]



	G/F
	Morris Peterson[image: External link]
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]



	C
	Marc Jackson[image: External link]
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]



	F
	Darius Miles[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]



	G/F
	Mike Miller
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]



	
Head coach: Kevin Loughery[image: External link]




	
Assistant coach: Jack Marin[image: External link]






	


	Pos.
	Player
	Team



	G
	Andre Miller
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]



	F/C
	Elton Brand
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]



	F
	Lamar Odom
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]



	G
	Steve Francis
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]



	F
	Shawn Marion
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]



	G
	Richard Hamilton[image: External link]
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]



	G
	Jason Terry[image: External link]
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]



	F
	Wally Szczerbiak[image: External link]
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]



	G
	Baron Davis
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]



	
Head coach: Elvin Hayes




	
Assistant coach: Phil Chenier[image: External link]
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Main article: NBA All-Star Weekend Slam Dunk Contest[image: External link]




	Contestants



	Pos.
	Player
	Team
	Height
	Weight
	Pct



	G/F
	Desmond Mason[image: External link]
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	6–5
	222
	



	G/F
	DeShawn Stevenson[image: External link]
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	6-5
	218
	



	G
	Baron Davis
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	6–3
	212
	



	F/C
	Stromile Swift[image: External link]
	Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link]
	6–10
	220
	



	F
	Jonathan Bender[image: External link]
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	7-0
	230
	



	G/F
	Corey Maggette[image: External link]
	L.A. Clippers[image: External link]
	6–6
	225
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Main article: NBA All-Star Weekend Three-Point Shootout[image: External link]




	Contestants



	Pos.
	Player
	Team
	Height
	Weight
	First round
	Final round



	G
	Ray Allen
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	6–5
	205
	20
	19



	F
	Peja Stojaković
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	6–10
	229
	19
	17



	F
	Dirk Nowitzki
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	7–0
	245
	17
	10



	F
	Pat Garrity[image: External link]
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	6–9
	238
	15
	—



	G
	Allan Houston[image: External link]
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	6–6
	205
	11
	—



	F
	Rashard Lewis[image: External link]
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	6–10
	230
	12
	—



	G
	Steve Nash[image: External link]
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	6–3
	178
	14
	—



	F
	Bryon Russell[image: External link]
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	6–7
	225
	10
	—
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2005 NBA All-Star Game






The 2005 NBA All-Star Game was an exhibition[image: External link] basketball game which was played on February 20, 2005 at Pepsi Center[image: External link] in Denver, Colorado[image: External link], home of the Denver Nuggets[image: External link]. This game was the 54th edition of the North American[image: External link] National Basketball Association (NBA) All-Star Game[image: External link] and was played during the 2004–05 NBA season.

For the second time in the last six years, the East defeated the West 125-115, with Allen Iverson of the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] named the Most Valuable Player. Iverson scored 15 points, handed out 10 assists, and had 5 steals. Ray Allen led the West with 17, and 5-for-11 from three-point range.
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The coaches for the All-Star game were the head coaches who led the teams with the best winning percentages in their conference through the games of February 6, 2005. The coach for the Western Conference[image: External link] team was San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] head coach Gregg Popovich[image: External link]. The Spurs had a 41-12 record on February 20. The coach for the Eastern Conference[image: External link] team was Miami Heat[image: External link] head coach Stan Van Gundy[image: External link]. The Heat had a 40-14 record on February 20.[1]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
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The rosters for the All-Star Game were chosen in two ways. The starters were chosen via a fan ballot. Two guards, two forwards and one center who received the highest vote were named the All-Star starters. The reserves were chosen by votes among the NBA head coaches in their respective conferences. The coaches were not permitted to vote for their own players. The reserves consist of two guards, two forwards, one center and two players regardless of position. If a player is unable to participate due to injury, the commissioner will select a replacement.

The 2005 NBA All-Star introduced international players who have become today’s superstars. Amongst the players selected were: Žydrūnas Ilgauskas[image: External link] ( Lithuania[image: External link]), Manu Ginobili[image: External link] ( Argentina[image: External link]), Steve Nash[image: External link] ( Canada[image: External link]), Dirk Nowitzki (Germany) along with voted-starters Tim Duncan (U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link]) and Yao Ming (China). This game tied the 2003 and 2004 All-Star Game record for the most international All-Stars in one year.[2]

Yao Ming of the Houston Rockets[image: External link] led the ballots with 2,558,578 votes, which earned him a starting position in the Western Conference[image: External link] team for the third year in a row. Tracy McGrady, Kobe Bryant, Kevin Garnett, and Duncan completed the Western Conference starting positions. This was also the same starting line-up as the previous year, with the exception that McGrady started for the East. The Western Conference[image: External link] reserves included three first-time selections, Ginobili of the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link], Amar'e Stoudemire of the Phoenix Suns[image: External link], and Rashard Lewis[image: External link] of the Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]. The team is rounded out by Nash, Nowitzki, Ray Allen, and Shawn Marion. The Phoenix Suns had three representations at the All-Star Game (Marion, Stoudemire, Nash), while two other teams, Houston Rockets[image: External link], and San Antonio Spurs[image: External link], had two representations with McGrady/Yao, and Duncan/Ginobili.[3]

After being traded to the Eastern Conference's Miami Heat[image: External link], Shaquille O'Neal led the East ballots with 2,488,089 votes. This would be O'Neal's twelfth appearance as an All-Star. Allen Iverson, Vince Carter, LeBron James, and Grant Hill[image: External link] completed the Eastern Conference starting position. This was James' first All-Star appearance. The Eastern Conference reserves included three first-time selections, Dwyane Wade, Gilbert Arenas[image: External link], and Antawn Jamison[image: External link]. Ilgauskas, Ben Wallace[image: External link], Jermaine O'Neal, and Paul Pierce[image: External link] rounded out the team. Three teams, Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link], Miami Heat[image: External link], and Washington Wizards[image: External link], had two representations at the All-Star Game with James/Ilgauskas, O'Neal/Wade, and Arenas/Jamison.
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	Western Conference All-Stars



	


	Pos
	Player
	Team
	No. of selections
	Votes



	Starters



	G
	Tracy McGrady
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	5
	1,993,687



	G
	Kobe Bryant
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	7
	1,815,952



	F
	Kevin Garnett
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	8
	2,087,200



	F
	Tim Duncan
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	7
	1,812,522



	C
	Yao Ming
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	3
	2,558,578



	Reserves



	G
	Ray Allen
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	5
	—



	G
	Manu Ginobili[image: External link]
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	1
	—



	G
	Steve Nash[image: External link]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	3
	—



	F
	Rashard Lewis[image: External link]
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	1
	—



	F
	Shawn Marion
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	2
	—



	F
	Dirk Nowitzki
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	4
	—



	F
	Amar'e Stoudemire
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	1
	—



	Head coach: Gregg Popovich[image: External link] (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link])





	


	Pos
	Player
	Team
	No. of selections
	Votes



	Starters



	G
	Allen Iverson
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	6
	1,590,400



	G
	Vince Carter
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	6
	1,803,529



	F
	LeBron James
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	1
	1,661,204



	F
	Grant Hill[image: External link]
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	7
	1,497,489



	C
	Shaquille O'Neal
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	12
	2,488,089



	Reserves



	G
	Gilbert Arenas[image: External link]
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	1
	—



	G
	Paul Pierce[image: External link]
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	4
	—



	G
	Dwyane Wade
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	1
	—



	F
	Antawn Jamison[image: External link]
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	1
	—



	F
	Jermaine O'Neal
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	4
	—



	C
	Zydrunas Ilgauskas
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	2
	—



	C
	Ben Wallace[image: External link]
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	3
	—



	Head coach: Stan Van Gundy[image: External link] (Miami Heat[image: External link])
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 Game







	
TNT[image: External link]








	
February 20, 2005








	






	
Western Conference[image: External link] 115, Eastern Conference[image: External link] 125




	
Scoring by quarter: 33-27, 26-34, 30-34, 26-30



	
Pts: Ray Allen 17

Rebs: Amar'e Stoudemire and Tim Duncan 9

Asts: Kobe Bryant 7
	
	
Pts: Allen Iverson and Jermaine O'Neal 15

Rebs: LeBron James 8

Asts: Allen Iverson 10






	

Pepsi Center[image: External link], Denver, CO

Attendance: 18,227

Referees:


	Bill Spooner[image: External link]

	Jack Nies[image: External link]

	Ken Mauer[image: External link]
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Main article: NBA All-Star Weekend Slam Dunk Contest[image: External link]
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Main article: NBA All-Star Weekend Three-Point Shootout[image: External link]
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All-NBA Team






The All-NBA Team is an annual National Basketball Association (NBA) honor bestowed on the best players in the league following every NBA season. The voting is conducted by a panel of sportswriters and broadcasters throughout the United States and Canada.[1] The team has been selected in every season of the league's existence, dating back to its inaugural season in 1946[image: External link].[2] The All-NBA Team originally had two teams, but since 1988[image: External link] it is composed of three five-man lineups—a first, second, and third team, typically comprising a total of 15 roster spots.

Players receive five points for a first team vote, three points for a second team vote, and one point for a third team vote. The five players with the highest point totals make the first team, with the next five making the second team and so forth. In the case of a tie at the fifth position of any team, the roster is expanded. If the first team consists of six players due to a tie, the second team will still consist of five players with the potential for more expansion in the event of additional ties. A tie has occurred only once, in 1952, when Bob Davies and Dolph Schayes tied in votes received.[1] From 1946[image: External link] to 1955[image: External link], players were selected without regard to position[image: External link]; however, since 1956[image: External link], each team has consisted of two guards[image: External link], two forwards[image: External link], and one center[image: External link].[2]

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link], Kobe Bryant and Tim Duncan hold the record for the most total selections with fifteen.[3] Karl Malone and Shaquille O'Neal follow with fourteen total honors,[3], LeBron James has thirteen selections, while Schayes, Bob Cousy, Jerry West, Hakeem Olajuwon, Dirk Nowitzki have twelve selections.[3] Malone, Bryant and James are tied for the most All-NBA first team honors with eleven, while Cousy, Bob Pettit, Elgin Baylor, West, Abdul-Jabbar, Tim Duncan, and Michael Jordan[image: External link] are all tied for second-most with ten.[3]
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 Selections






	^
	Denotes players who are still active in the NBA



	*
	Elected to the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame




	Player (X)
	Denotes the number of times the player has been selected



	Player

(in bold text)
	Indicates the player who won the NBA Most Valuable Player[image: External link] in the same year[a]
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 1946–47 to 1954–55




From the 1946–47 season[image: External link] to 1954–55 season[image: External link], the All-NBA Team was composed of two teams, each with five roster spots, except when there were ties. During this period, players were selected without regard to position.



	Season
	First team
	Second team



	Players
	Teams
	Players
	Teams



	1946–47[image: External link]
	Joe Fulks*
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	Ernie Calverley[image: External link]
	Providence Steamrollers[image: External link]



	Bob Feerick[image: External link]
	Washington Capitols[image: External link]
	Frank Baumholtz[image: External link]
	Cleveland Rebels[image: External link]



	Stan Miasek[image: External link]
	Detroit Falcons[image: External link]
	Johnny Logan[image: External link]
	St. Louis Bombers[image: External link]



	Bones McKinney[image: External link]
	Washington Capitols[image: External link]
	Chick Halbert[image: External link]
	Chicago Stags[image: External link]



	Max Zaslofsky
	Chicago Stags[image: External link]
	Fred Scolari[image: External link]
	Washington Capitols[image: External link]



	1947–48[image: External link]
	Joe Fulks* (2)
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	Johnny Logan[image: External link] (2)
	St. Louis Bombers[image: External link]



	Max Zaslofsky (2)
	Chicago Stags[image: External link]
	Carl Braun[image: External link]
	New York Knicks[image: External link]



	Ed Sadowski[image: External link]
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Stan Miasek[image: External link] (2)
	Chicago Stags[image: External link]



	Howie Dallmar[image: External link]
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	Fred Scolari[image: External link] (2)
	Washington Capitols[image: External link]



	Bob Feerick[image: External link] (2)
	Washington Capitols[image: External link]
	Buddy Jeannette*
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]



	1948–49[image: External link]
	George Mikan*
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]
	Arnie Risen*
	Rochester Royals[image: External link]



	Joe Fulks* (3)
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	Bob Feerick[image: External link] (3)
	Washington Capitols[image: External link]



	Bob Davies*
	Rochester Royals[image: External link]
	Bones McKinney[image: External link] (2)
	Washington Capitols[image: External link]



	Max Zaslofsky (3)
	Chicago Stags[image: External link]
	Ken Sailors[image: External link]
	Providence Steamrollers[image: External link]



	Jim Pollard*
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]
	Johnny Logan[image: External link] (3)
	St. Louis Bombers[image: External link]



	1949–50[image: External link]
	George Mikan* (2)
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]
	Frank Brian[image: External link]
	Anderson Packers[image: External link]



	Jim Pollard* (2)
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]
	Fred Schaus[image: External link]
	Fort Wayne Pistons[image: External link]



	Alex Groza[image: External link]
	Indianapolis Olympians[image: External link]
	Dolph Schayes*
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]



	Bob Davies* (2)
	Rochester Royals[image: External link]
	Al Cervi*
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]



	Max Zaslofsky (4)
	Chicago Stags[image: External link]
	Ralph Beard[image: External link]
	Indianapolis Olympians[image: External link]



	1950–51[image: External link]
	George Mikan* (3)
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]
	Dolph Schayes* (2)
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]



	Alex Groza[image: External link] (2)
	Indianapolis Olympians[image: External link]
	Frank Brian[image: External link] (2)
	Tri-Cities Blackhawks[image: External link]



	Ed Macauley*
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Vern Mikkelsen*
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]



	Bob Davies* (3)
	Rochester Royals[image: External link]
	Joe Fulks* (4)
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]



	Ralph Beard[image: External link] (2)
	Indianapolis Olympians[image: External link]
	Dick McGuire*
	New York Knicks[image: External link]



	1951–52[image: External link]
	George Mikan* (4)
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]
	Larry Foust[image: External link]
	Fort Wayne Pistons[image: External link]



	Ed Macauley* (2)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Vern Mikkelsen* (2)
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]



	Paul Arizin*
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	Jim Pollard* (3)
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]



	Bob Cousy*
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Bobby Wanzer*
	Rochester Royals[image: External link]



	Bob Davies* (4) (tie)
	Rochester Royals[image: External link]
	Andy Phillip*
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]



	Dolph Schayes* (3) (tie)
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]



	1952–53[image: External link]
	George Mikan* (5)
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]
	Bill Sharman*
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Bob Cousy* (2)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Vern Mikkelsen* (3)
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]



	Neil Johnston*
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	Bobby Wanzer* (2)
	Rochester Royals[image: External link]



	Ed Macauley* (3)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Bob Davies* (5)
	Rochester Royals[image: External link]



	Dolph Schayes* (4)
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]
	Andy Phillip* (2)
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]



	1953–54[image: External link]
	Bob Cousy* (3)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Ed Macauley* (4)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Neil Johnston* (2)
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	Jim Pollard* (4)
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]



	George Mikan* (6)
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]
	Carl Braun[image: External link] (2)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]



	Dolph Schayes* (5)
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]
	Bobby Wanzer* (3)
	Rochester Royals[image: External link]



	Harry Gallatin*
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Paul Seymour[image: External link]
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]



	1954–55[image: External link]
	Neil Johnston* (3)
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	Vern Mikkelsen* (4)
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]



	Bob Cousy* (4)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Harry Gallatin* (2)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]



	Dolph Schayes *(6)
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]
	Paul Seymour[image: External link] (2)
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]



	Bob Pettit*
	Milwaukee Hawks[image: External link]
	Slater Martin*
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]



	Larry Foust[image: External link] (2)
	Fort Wayne Pistons[image: External link]
	Bill Sharman* (2)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
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 1955–56 to 1987–88




From the 1955–56 season[image: External link] to 1987–88 season[image: External link], the All-NBA Team was composed of two teams, each with five roster spots, except when there were ties. During this time, players were selected with regard to position; they are listed according to position in the following descending order: two forwards, one center and two guards.



	Season
	First team
	Second team



	Players
	Teams
	Players
	Teams



	1955–56[image: External link]
	Bob Pettit* (2)
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link]
	Dolph Schayes* (7)
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]



	Paul Arizin* (2)
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	Maurice Stokes*
	Rochester Royals[image: External link]



	Neil Johnston* (4)
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	Clyde Lovellette*
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]



	Bob Cousy* (5)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Slater Martin* (2)
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]



	Bill Sharman* (3)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Jack George[image: External link]
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]



	1956–57[image: External link]
	Paul Arizin* (3)
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	George Yardley*
	Fort Wayne Pistons[image: External link]



	Dolph Schayes* (8)
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]
	Maurice Stokes* (2)
	Rochester Royals[image: External link]



	Bob Pettit* (3)
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link]
	Neil Johnston* (5)
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]



	Bob Cousy* (6)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Dick Garmaker[image: External link]
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]



	Bill Sharman* (4)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Slater Martin* (3)
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link]



	1957–58[image: External link]
	Dolph Schayes* (9)
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]
	Cliff Hagan[image: External link]*
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link]



	George Yardley* (2)
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Maurice Stokes* (3)
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]



	Bob Pettit* (4)
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link]
	Bill Russell[image: External link]*
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Bob Cousy* (7)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Tom Gola*
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]



	Bill Sharman* (5)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Slater Martin* (4)
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link]



	1958–59[image: External link]
	Bob Pettit* (5)
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link]
	Paul Arizin (4)
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]



	Elgin Baylor*
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]
	Cliff Hagan[image: External link]* (2)
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link]



	Bill Russell[image: External link]* (2)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Dolph Schayes* (10)
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]



	Bob Cousy* (8)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Slater Martin* (5)
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link]



	Bill Sharman* (6)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Richie Guerin*
	New York Knicks[image: External link]



	1959–60[image: External link]
	Bob Pettit* (6)
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link]
	Jack Twyman*
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]



	Elgin Baylor* (2)
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]
	Dolph Schayes* (11)
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]



	Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link]*
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	Bill Russell[image: External link]* (3)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Bob Cousy* (9)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Richie Guerin* (2)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]



	Gene Shue
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Bill Sharman* (7)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	1960–61[image: External link]
	Elgin Baylor* (3)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Dolph Schayes* (12)
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]



	Bob Pettit* (7)
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link]
	Tom Heinsohn*
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link]* (2)
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	Bill Russell[image: External link]* (4)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Bob Cousy* (10)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Larry Costello[image: External link]
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]



	Oscar Robertson*
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	Gene Shue (2)
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]



	1961–62[image: External link]
	Bob Pettit* (8)
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link]
	Tom Heinsohn* (2)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Elgin Baylor* (4)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Jack Twyman* (2)
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]



	Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link]* (3)
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	Bill Russell[image: External link]* (5)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Jerry West*
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Richie Guerin* (3)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]



	Oscar Robertson* (2)
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	Bob Cousy* (11)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	1962–63[image: External link]
	Elgin Baylor* (5)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Tom Heinsohn* (3)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Bob Pettit* (9)
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link]
	Bailey Howell[image: External link]*
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]



	Bill Russell[image: External link]* (6)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link]* (4)
	San Francisco Warriors[image: External link]



	Oscar Robertson* (3)
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	Bob Cousy* (12)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Jerry West* (2)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Hal Greer*
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]



	1963–64[image: External link]
	Elgin Baylor* (6)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Tom Heinsohn* (4)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Bob Pettit* (10)
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link]
	Jerry Lucas[image: External link]*
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]



	Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link]* (5)
	San Francisco Warriors[image: External link]
	Bill Russell[image: External link]* (7)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Oscar Robertson* (4)
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	John Havlicek[image: External link]*
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Jerry West* (3)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Hal Greer* (2)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]



	1964–65[image: External link]
	Elgin Baylor* (7)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Bob Pettit* (11)
	St. Louis Hawks[image: External link]



	Jerry Lucas[image: External link]* (2)
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	Gus Johnson*
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]



	Bill Russell[image: External link]* (8)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link]* (6)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]



	Oscar Robertson* (5)
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	Sam Jones[image: External link]*
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Jerry West* (4)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Hal Greer* (3)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]



	1965–66[image: External link]
	Rick Barry*
	San Francisco Warriors[image: External link]
	John Havlicek[image: External link]* (2)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Jerry Lucas[image: External link]* (3)
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	Gus Johnson* (2)
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]



	Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link]* (7)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Bill Russell[image: External link]* (9)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Oscar Robertson* (6)
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	Sam Jones[image: External link]* (2)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Jerry West* (5)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Hal Greer* (4)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]



	1966–67[image: External link]
	Rick Barry* (2)
	San Francisco Warriors[image: External link]
	Willis Reed[image: External link]*
	New York Knicks[image: External link]



	Elgin Baylor* (8)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Jerry Lucas[image: External link]* (4)
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]



	Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link]* (8)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Bill Russell[image: External link]* (10)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Jerry West* (6)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Hal Greer* (5)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]



	Oscar Robertson* (7)
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	Sam Jones[image: External link]* (3)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	1967–68[image: External link]
	Elgin Baylor* (9)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Willis Reed[image: External link]* (2)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]



	Jerry Lucas[image: External link]* (5)
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	John Havlicek[image: External link]* (3)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link]* (9)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Bill Russell[image: External link]* (11)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Dave Bing*
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Hal Greer* (6)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]



	Oscar Robertson* (8)
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	Jerry West* (7)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]



	1968–69[image: External link]
	Billy Cunningham*
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	John Havlicek[image: External link]* (4)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Elgin Baylor* (10)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Dave DeBusschere*
	New York Knicks[image: External link]



	Wes Unseld*
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]
	Willis Reed[image: External link]* (3)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]



	Earl Monroe*
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]
	Hal Greer* (7)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]



	Oscar Robertson* (9)
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	Jerry West* (8)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]



	1969–70[image: External link]
	Billy Cunningham* (2)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	John Havlicek[image: External link]* (5)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Connie Hawkins*
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Gus Johnson* (3)
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]



	Willis Reed[image: External link]* (4)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Lew Alcindor[image: External link]*[b]
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]



	Jerry West* (9)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Lou Hudson[image: External link]
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]



	Walt Frazier[image: External link]*
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Oscar Robertson* (10)
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]



	1970–71[image: External link]
	John Havlicek[image: External link]* (6)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Gus Johnson* (4)
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]



	Billy Cunningham* (3)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Bob Love[image: External link]
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]



	Lew Alcindor[image: External link]*[b] (2)
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	Willis Reed[image: External link]* (5)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]



	Jerry West* (10)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Walt Frazier[image: External link]* (2)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]



	Dave Bing* (2)
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Oscar Robertson* (11)
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]



	1971–72[image: External link]
	John Havlicek[image: External link]* (7)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Bob Love[image: External link] (2)
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]



	Spencer Haywood*
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	Billy Cunningham* (4)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]



	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*[b] (3)
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link]* (10)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]



	Jerry West* (11)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Nate Archibald*
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]



	Walt Frazier[image: External link]* (3)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Archie Clark[image: External link]
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]



	1972–73[image: External link]
	John Havlicek[image: External link]* (8)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Elvin Hayes*
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]



	Spencer Haywood* (2)
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	Rick Barry* (3)
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]



	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*[b] (4)
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	Dave Cowens*
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Nate Archibald* (2)
	Kansas City-Omaha Kings[image: External link]
	Walt Frazier[image: External link]* (4)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]



	Jerry West* (12)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Pete Maravich*
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]



	1973–74[image: External link]
	John Havlicek[image: External link]* (9)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Elvin Hayes* (2)
	Capital Bullets[image: External link]



	Rick Barry* (4)
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Spencer Haywood* (3)
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]



	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*[b] (5)
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	Bob McAdoo*
	Buffalo Braves[image: External link]



	Walt Frazier[image: External link]* (5)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Dave Bing* (3)
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]



	Gail Goodrich*
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Norm Van Lier[image: External link]
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]



	1974–75[image: External link]
	Rick Barry* (5)
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	John Havlicek[image: External link]* (10)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Elvin Hayes* (3)
	Washington Bullets[image: External link]
	Spencer Haywood* (4)
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]



	Bob McAdoo* (2)
	Buffalo Braves[image: External link]
	Dave Cowens* (2)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Nate Archibald* (3)
	Kansas City-Omaha Kings[image: External link]
	Phil Chenier[image: External link]
	Washington Bullets[image: External link]



	Walt Frazier[image: External link]* (6)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Jo Jo White*
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	1975–76[image: External link]
	Rick Barry* (6)
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Elvin Hayes* (4)
	Washington Bullets[image: External link]



	George McGinnis[image: External link]*
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	John Havlicek[image: External link]* (11)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*[b] (6)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Dave Cowens* (3)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Nate Archibald* (4)
	Kansas City Kings[image: External link]
	Randy Smith
	Buffalo Braves[image: External link]



	Pete Maravich* (2)
	New Orleans Jazz[image: External link]
	Phil Smith[image: External link]
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]



	1976–77[image: External link]
	Elvin Hayes* (5)
	Washington Bullets[image: External link]
	Julius Erving[image: External link]*
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]



	David Thompson*
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	George McGinnis[image: External link]* (2)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]



	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*[b] (7)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Bill Walton*
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]



	Pete Maravich* (3)
	New Orleans Jazz[image: External link]
	George Gervin[image: External link]*
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]



	Paul Westphal[image: External link]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Jo Jo White* (2)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	1977–78[image: External link]
	Truck Robinson[image: External link]
	New Orleans Jazz[image: External link]
	Walter Davis
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]



	Julius Erving[image: External link]* (2)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Maurice Lucas[image: External link]
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]



	Bill Walton* (2)
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*[b] (8)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]



	George Gervin[image: External link]* (2)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Paul Westphal[image: External link] (2)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]



	David Thompson* (2)
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	Pete Maravich* (4)
	New Orleans Jazz[image: External link]



	1978–79[image: External link]
	Marques Johnson[image: External link]
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	Walter Davis (2)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]



	Elvin Hayes* (6)
	Washington Bullets[image: External link]
	Bob Dandridge[image: External link]
	Washington Bullets[image: External link]



	Moses Malone*
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*[b] (9)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]



	George Gervin[image: External link]* (3)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Lloyd Free[image: External link]
	San Diego Clippers[image: External link]



	Paul Westphal[image: External link] (3)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Phil Ford
	Kansas City Kings[image: External link]



	1979–80[image: External link]
	Julius Erving[image: External link]* (3)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Dan Roundfield[image: External link]
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]



	Larry Bird[image: External link]*
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Marques Johnson[image: External link] (2)
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]



	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*[b] (10)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Moses Malone* (2)
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]



	George Gervin[image: External link]* (4)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Dennis Johnson*
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]



	Paul Westphal[image: External link] (4)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Gus Williams[image: External link]
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]



	1980–81[image: External link]
	Julius Erving[image: External link]* (4)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Marques Johnson[image: External link] (3)
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]



	Larry Bird[image: External link]* (2)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Adrian Dantley*
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]



	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*[b] (11)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Moses Malone* (3)
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]



	George Gervin[image: External link]* (5)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Otis Birdsong[image: External link]
	Kansas City Kings[image: External link]



	Dennis Johnson* (2)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Nate Archibald* (5)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	1981–82[image: External link]
	Larry Bird[image: External link]* (3)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Alex English*
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]



	Julius Erving[image: External link]* (5)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Bernard King*
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]



	Moses Malone* (4)
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Robert Parish[image: External link]*
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	George Gervin[image: External link]* (6)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Magic Johnson[image: External link]*
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]



	Gus Williams[image: External link] (2)
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	Sidney Moncrief[image: External link]
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]



	1982–83[image: External link]
	Larry Bird[image: External link]* (4)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Alex English* (2)
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]



	Julius Erving[image: External link]* (6)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Buck Williams
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]



	Moses Malone* (5)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*[b] (12)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]



	Magic Johnson[image: External link]* (2)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	George Gervin[image: External link]* (7)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]



	Sidney Moncrief[image: External link] (2)
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	Isiah Thomas*
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]



	1983–84[image: External link]
	Larry Bird[image: External link]* (5)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Adrian Dantley* (2)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]



	Bernard King* (2)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Julius Erving[image: External link]* (7)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]



	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*[b] (13)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Moses Malone* (6)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]



	Magic Johnson[image: External link]* (3)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Sidney Moncrief[image: External link] (3)
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]



	Isiah Thomas* (2)
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Jim Paxson[image: External link]
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]



	1984–85[image: External link]
	Larry Bird[image: External link]* (6)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Terry Cummings
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]



	Bernard King* (3)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Ralph Sampson*
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]



	Moses Malone* (7)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*[b] (14)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]



	Magic Johnson[image: External link]* (4)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Michael Jordan[image: External link]*
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]



	Isiah Thomas* (3)
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Sidney Moncrief[image: External link] (4)
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]



	1985–86[image: External link]
	Larry Bird[image: External link]* (7)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Charles Barkley*
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]



	Dominique Wilkins*
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	Alex English* (3)
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]



	Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*[b] (15)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Hakeem Olajuwon*[c]
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]



	Magic Johnson[image: External link]* (5)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Sidney Moncrief[image: External link] (5)
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]



	Isiah Thomas* (4)
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Alvin Robertson
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]



	1986–87[image: External link]
	Larry Bird[image: External link]* (8)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Dominique Wilkins* (2)
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]



	Kevin McHale*
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Charles Barkley* (2)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]



	Hakeem Olajuwon* (2)[c]
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Moses Malone* (8)
	Washington Bullets[image: External link]



	Magic Johnson[image: External link]* (6)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Isiah Thomas* (5)
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]



	Michael Jordan[image: External link]* (2)
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Lafayette Lever[image: External link]
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]



	1987–88[image: External link]
	Larry Bird[image: External link]* (9)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Karl Malone*
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]



	Charles Barkley* (3)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Dominique Wilkins* (3)
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]



	Hakeem Olajuwon* (3)[c]
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Patrick Ewing[image: External link]*
	New York Knicks[image: External link]



	Michael Jordan[image: External link]* (3)
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Clyde Drexler*
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]



	Magic Johnson[image: External link]* (7)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	John Stockton[image: External link]*
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
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 1988–89 to present




Since the 1988–89 season[image: External link], the All-NBA Team has been composed of three teams, each with five roster spots, except when there are ties. Players are selected with regard to position; they are listed according to position in the following descending order: two forwards, one center and two guards.



	Season
	First team
	Second team
	Third team



	Players
	Teams
	Players
	Teams
	Players
	Teams



	1988–89[image: External link]
	Karl Malone* (2)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Tom Chambers[image: External link]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Dominique Wilkins* (4)
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]



	Charles Barkley* (4)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Chris Mullin*
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Terry Cummings (2)
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]



	Hakeem Olajuwon* (4)[c]
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Patrick Ewing[image: External link]* (2)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Robert Parish[image: External link]* (2)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Michael Jordan[image: External link]* (4)
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	John Stockton[image: External link]* (2)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Dale Ellis[image: External link]
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]



	Magic Johnson[image: External link]* (8)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Kevin Johnson[image: External link]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Mark Price[image: External link]
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]



	1989–90[image: External link]
	Karl Malone* (3)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Larry Bird[image: External link]* (10)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	James Worthy*
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]



	Charles Barkley* (5)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Tom Chambers[image: External link](2)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Chris Mullin* (2)
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]



	Patrick Ewing[image: External link]* (3)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Hakeem Olajuwon* (5)[c]
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	David Robinson*
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]



	Magic Johnson[image: External link]* (9)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	John Stockton[image: External link]* (3)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Clyde Drexler* (2)
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]



	Michael Jordan[image: External link]* (5)
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Kevin Johnson[image: External link] (2)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Joe Dumars[image: External link]*
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]



	1990–91[image: External link]
	Karl Malone* (4)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Dominique Wilkins* (5)
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	James Worthy* (2)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]



	Charles Barkley* (6)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Chris Mullin* (3)
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Bernard King* (4)
	Washington Bullets[image: External link]



	David Robinson* (2)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Patrick Ewing[image: External link]* (4)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Hakeem Olajuwon* (6)[c]
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]



	Michael Jordan[image: External link]* (6)
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Kevin Johnson[image: External link] (3)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	John Stockton[image: External link]* (4)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]



	Magic Johnson[image: External link]* (10)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Clyde Drexler* (3)
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	Joe Dumars[image: External link]* (2)
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]



	1991–92[image: External link]
	Karl Malone* (5)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Scottie Pippen[image: External link]*
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Dennis Rodman*
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]



	Chris Mullin* (4)
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Charles Barkley* (7)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Kevin Willis[image: External link]
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]



	David Robinson* (3)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Patrick Ewing[image: External link]* (5)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Brad Daugherty
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]



	Michael Jordan[image: External link]* (7)
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Tim Hardaway[image: External link]
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Mark Price[image: External link] (2)
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]



	Clyde Drexler* (4)
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	John Stockton[image: External link]* (5)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Kevin Johnson[image: External link] (4)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]



	1992–93[image: External link]
	Charles Barkley* (8)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Dominique Wilkins* (6)
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	Scottie Pippen[image: External link]* (2)
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]



	Karl Malone* (6)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Larry Johnson[image: External link]
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	Derrick Coleman
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]



	Hakeem Olajuwon* (7)[c]
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Patrick Ewing[image: External link]* (6)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	David Robinson* (4)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]



	Michael Jordan[image: External link]* (8)
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	John Stockton[image: External link]* (6)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Tim Hardaway[image: External link] (2)
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]



	Mark Price[image: External link] (3)
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Joe Dumars[image: External link]* (3)
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Dražen Petrović*
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]



	1993–94[image: External link]
	Scottie Pippen[image: External link]* (3)
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Shawn Kemp[image: External link]
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	Derrick Coleman (2)
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]



	Karl Malone* (7)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Charles Barkley* (9)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Dominique Wilkins* (7)
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]



	Hakeem Olajuwon* (8)[c]
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	David Robinson* (5)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Shaquille O'Neal*
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]



	John Stockton[image: External link]* (7)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Mitch Richmond*
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Mark Price[image: External link] (4)
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]



	Latrell Sprewell[image: External link]
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Kevin Johnson[image: External link] (5)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Gary Payton*
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]



	1994–95[image: External link]
	Karl Malone* (8)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Charles Barkley* (10)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Detlef Schrempf[image: External link]
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]



	Scottie Pippen[image: External link]* (4)
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Shawn Kemp[image: External link] (2)
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	Dennis Rodman* (2)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]



	David Robinson* (6)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Shaquille O'Neal* (2)
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Hakeem Olajuwon* (9)[c]
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]



	John Stockton[image: External link]* (8)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Gary Payton* (2)
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	Reggie Miller*
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]



	Penny Hardaway[image: External link]
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Mitch Richmond* (2)
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Clyde Drexler* (5)
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]



	1995–96[image: External link]
	Scottie Pippen[image: External link]* (5)
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Shawn Kemp[image: External link] (3)
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	Charles Barkley* (11)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]



	Karl Malone* (9)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Grant Hill[image: External link]
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Juwan Howard[image: External link]
	Washington Bullets[image: External link]



	David Robinson* (7)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Hakeem Olajuwon* (10)[c]
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Shaquille O'Neal* (3)
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]



	Michael Jordan[image: External link]* (9)
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Gary Payton* (3)
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	Mitch Richmond* (3)
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]



	Penny Hardaway[image: External link] (2)
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	John Stockton[image: External link]* (9)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Reggie Miller* (2)
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]



	1996–97
	Karl Malone* (10)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Scottie Pippen[image: External link]* (6)
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Anthony Mason[image: External link]
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]



	Grant Hill[image: External link] (2)
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Glen Rice
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	Vin Baker[image: External link]
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]



	Hakeem Olajuwon* (11)[c]
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Patrick Ewing[image: External link]* (7)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Shaquille O'Neal* (4)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]



	Michael Jordan[image: External link]* (10)
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Gary Payton* (4)
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	John Stockton[image: External link]* (10)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]



	Tim Hardaway[image: External link] (3)
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Mitch Richmond* (4)
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Penny Hardaway[image: External link] (3)
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]



	1997–98
	Karl Malone* (11)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Grant Hill[image: External link] (3)
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Scottie Pippen[image: External link]* (7)
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]



	Tim Duncan
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Vin Baker[image: External link] (2)
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	Glen Rice (2)
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]



	Shaquille O'Neal* (5)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	David Robinson* (8)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Dikembe Mutombo*
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]



	Michael Jordan[image: External link]* (11)
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Tim Hardaway[image: External link] (4)
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Mitch Richmond* (5)
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]



	Gary Payton* (5)
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	Rod Strickland[image: External link]
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	Reggie Miller* (3)
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]



	1998–99
	Karl Malone* (12)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Chris Webber[image: External link]
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Kevin Garnett
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]



	Tim Duncan (2)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Grant Hill[image: External link] (4)
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Antonio McDyess
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]



	Alonzo Mourning[image: External link]*
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Shaquille O'Neal* (6)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Hakeem Olajuwon* (12)[c]
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]



	Allen Iverson*
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Gary Payton* (6)
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	Kobe Bryant
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]



	Jason Kidd
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Tim Hardaway[image: External link] (5)
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	John Stockton[image: External link]* (11)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]



	1999–00
	Tim Duncan (3)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Karl Malone* (13)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Chris Webber[image: External link] (2)
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]



	Kevin Garnett (2)
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	Grant Hill[image: External link] (5)
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Vince Carter^
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]



	Shaquille O'Neal* (7)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Alonzo Mourning[image: External link]* (2)
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	David Robinson* (9)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]



	Jason Kidd (2)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Allen Iverson* (2)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Eddie Jones[image: External link]
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]



	Gary Payton* (7)
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	Kobe Bryant (2)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Stephon Marbury
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]



	2000–01
	Tim Duncan (4)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Kevin Garnett (3)
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	Karl Malone* (14)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]



	Chris Webber[image: External link] (3)
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Vince Carter^ (2)
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	Dirk Nowitzki^
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]



	Shaquille O'Neal* (8)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Dikembe Mutombo* (2)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	David Robinson* (10)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]



	Allen Iverson* (3)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Kobe Bryant (3)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Gary Payton* (8)
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]



	Jason Kidd (3)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Tracy McGrady*
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Ray Allen
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]



	2001–02
	Tim Duncan (5)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Kevin Garnett (4)
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	Ben Wallace[image: External link]
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]



	Tracy McGrady* (2)
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Chris Webber[image: External link] (4)
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Jermaine O'Neal
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]



	Shaquille O'Neal* (9)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Dirk Nowitzki^ (2)
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	Dikembe Mutombo* (3)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]



	Jason Kidd (4)
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	Gary Payton* (9)
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	Paul Pierce[image: External link]
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Kobe Bryant (4)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Allen Iverson* (4)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Steve Nash[image: External link]
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]



	2002–03
	Tim Duncan (6)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Dirk Nowitzki^ (3)
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	Paul Pierce[image: External link] (2)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Kevin Garnett (5)
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	Chris Webber[image: External link] (5)
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Jamal Mashburn[image: External link]
	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]



	Shaquille O'Neal* (10)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Ben Wallace[image: External link] (2)
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Jermaine O'Neal (2)
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]



	Kobe Bryant (5)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Jason Kidd (5)
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	Stephon Marbury (2)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]



	Tracy McGrady* (3)
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Allen Iverson* (5)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Steve Nash[image: External link] (2)
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]



	2003–04
	Kevin Garnett (6)
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	Jermaine O'Neal (3)
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	Dirk Nowitzki^ (4)
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]



	Tim Duncan (7)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Peja Stojaković
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Ron Artest[image: External link]^[d]
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]



	Shaquille O'Neal* (11)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Ben Wallace[image: External link] (3)
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Yao Ming*
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]



	Kobe Bryant (6)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Sam Cassell[image: External link]
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	Michael Redd[image: External link]
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]



	Jason Kidd (6)
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	Tracy McGrady* (4)
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Baron Davis
	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]



	2004–05
	Tim Duncan (8)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	LeBron James^
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Tracy McGrady* (5)
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]



	Dirk Nowitzki^ (5)
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	Kevin Garnett (7)
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	Shawn Marion
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]



	Shaquille O'Neal* (12)
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Amare Stoudemire[e]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Ben Wallace[image: External link] (4)
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]



	Allen Iverson* (6)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Dwyane Wade^
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Kobe Bryant (7)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]



	Steve Nash[image: External link] (3)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Ray Allen (2)
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	Gilbert Arenas[image: External link]
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]



	2005–06
	LeBron James^ (2)
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Elton Brand
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Shawn Marion (2)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]



	Dirk Nowitzki^ (6)
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	Tim Duncan (9)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Carmelo Anthony^
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]



	Shaquille O'Neal* (13)
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Ben Wallace[image: External link] (5)
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Yao Ming* (2)
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]



	Kobe Bryant (8)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Chauncey Billups
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Allen Iverson* (7)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]



	Steve Nash[image: External link] (4)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Dwyane Wade^ (2)
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Gilbert Arenas[image: External link] (2)
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]



	2006–07
	Dirk Nowitzki^ (7)
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	LeBron James^ (3)
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Kevin Garnett (8)
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]



	Tim Duncan (10)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Chris Bosh[image: External link]
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	Carmelo Anthony^ (2)
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]



	Amare Stoudemire (2)[e]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Yao Ming* (3)
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Dwight Howard[image: External link]^
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]



	Steve Nash[image: External link] (5)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Gilbert Arenas[image: External link] (3)
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	Dwyane Wade^ (3)
	Miami Heat[image: External link]



	Kobe Bryant (9)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Tracy McGrady* (6)
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Chauncey Billups (2)
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]



	2007–08
	Kevin Garnett (9)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Dirk Nowitzki^ (8)
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	Carlos Boozer^
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]



	LeBron James^ (4)
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Tim Duncan (11)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Paul Pierce[image: External link] (3)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	Dwight Howard[image: External link]^ (2)
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Amare Stoudemire (3)[e]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Yao Ming* (4)
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]



	Kobe Bryant (10)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Steve Nash[image: External link] (6)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Tracy McGrady* (7)
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]



	Chris Paul[image: External link]^
	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	Deron Williams[image: External link]^
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Manu Ginóbili[image: External link]^
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]



	2008–09
	Dirk Nowitzki^ (9)
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	Paul Pierce[image: External link] (4)
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Pau Gasol^
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]



	LeBron James^ (5)
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Tim Duncan (12)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Carmelo Anthony^ (3)
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]



	Dwight Howard[image: External link]^ (3)
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Yao Ming* (5)
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Shaquille O'Neal* (14)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]



	Kobe Bryant (11)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Brandon Roy
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	Chauncey Billups (3)
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]



	Dwyane Wade (4)^
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Chris Paul[image: External link] (2)^
	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	Tony Parker[image: External link]^
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]



	2009–10
	Kevin Durant^
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	Carmelo Anthony^ (4)
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	Pau Gasol^ (2)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]



	LeBron James^ (6)
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Dirk Nowitzki^ (10)
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	Tim Duncan (13)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]



	Dwight Howard[image: External link]^ (4)
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Amar'e Stoudemire (4)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Andrew Bogut^
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]



	Kobe Bryant (12)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Deron Williams[image: External link]^ (2)
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Joe Johnson[image: External link]^
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]



	Dwyane Wade^ (5)
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Steve Nash[image: External link] (7)
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Brandon Roy (2)
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]



	2010–11[image: External link]
	Kevin Durant^ (2)
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	Pau Gasol^ (3)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	LaMarcus Aldridge[image: External link]^
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]



	LeBron James^ (7)
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Dirk Nowitzki^ (11)
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	Zach Randolph[image: External link]^
	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]



	Dwight Howard[image: External link]^ (5)
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Amar'e Stoudemire (5)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Al Horford[image: External link]^
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]



	Kobe Bryant (13)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Dwyane Wade^ (6)
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Manu Ginóbili[image: External link]^ (2)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]



	Derrick Rose^
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Russell Westbrook[image: External link]^
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	Chris Paul[image: External link]^ (3)
	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]



	2011–12[image: External link]
	LeBron James^ (8)
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Kevin Love[image: External link]^
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	Carmelo Anthony^ (5)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]



	Kevin Durant^ (3)
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	Blake Griffin^
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Dirk Nowitzki^ (12)
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]



	Dwight Howard[image: External link]^ (6)
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Andrew Bynum[image: External link]
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Tyson Chandler[image: External link]^
	New York Knicks[image: External link]



	Kobe Bryant (14)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Tony Parker[image: External link]^ (2)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Dwyane Wade^ (7)
	Miami Heat[image: External link]



	Chris Paul[image: External link]^ (4)
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Russell Westbrook[image: External link]^ (2)
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	Rajon Rondo^
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]



	2012–13[image: External link]
	LeBron James^ (9)
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Carmelo Anthony^ (6)
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	David Lee[image: External link]^
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]



	Kevin Durant^ (4)
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	Blake Griffin^ (2)
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Paul George[image: External link]^
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]



	Tim Duncan (14)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Marc Gasol[image: External link]^
	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	Dwight Howard[image: External link]^ (7)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]



	Kobe Bryant (15)
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Tony Parker[image: External link]^ (3)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Dwyane Wade^ (8)
	Miami Heat[image: External link]



	Chris Paul[image: External link]^ (5)
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Russell Westbrook[image: External link]^ (3)
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	James Harden[image: External link]^
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]



	2013–14[image: External link]
	Kevin Durant^ (5)
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	Blake Griffin^ (3)
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Paul George[image: External link]^ (2)
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]



	LeBron James^ (10)
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Kevin Love[image: External link]^ (2)
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	LaMarcus Aldridge[image: External link]^ (2)
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]



	Joakim Noah[image: External link]^
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Dwight Howard[image: External link]^ (8)
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Al Jefferson[image: External link]^
	Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]



	James Harden[image: External link]^ (2)
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Stephen Curry[image: External link]^
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Goran Dragić[image: External link]^
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]



	Chris Paul[image: External link]^ (6)
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Tony Parker[image: External link]^ (4)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Damian Lillard[image: External link]^
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]



	2014–15[image: External link]
	LeBron James^ (11)
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	LaMarcus Aldridge[image: External link]^ (3)
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	Blake Griffin^ (4)
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]



	Anthony Davis[image: External link]^
	New Orleans Pelicans[image: External link]
	Pau Gasol^ (4)
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Tim Duncan (15)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]



	Marc Gasol[image: External link]^ (2)
	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	DeMarcus Cousins[image: External link]^
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	DeAndre Jordan[image: External link]^
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]



	James Harden[image: External link]^ (3)
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Russell Westbrook[image: External link]^ (4)
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	Klay Thompson[image: External link]^
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]



	Stephen Curry[image: External link]^ (2)
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Chris Paul[image: External link]^ (7)
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Kyrie Irving[image: External link]^
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]



	2015–16[image: External link]
	Kawhi Leonard^
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Kevin Durant^ (6)
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	Paul George[image: External link]^ (3)
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]



	LeBron James^ (12)
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Draymond Green[image: External link]^
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	LaMarcus Aldridge[image: External link]^ (4)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]



	DeAndre Jordan[image: External link]^ (2)
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	DeMarcus Cousins[image: External link]^ (2)
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Andre Drummond[image: External link]^
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]



	Stephen Curry[image: External link]^ (3)
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Damian Lillard[image: External link]^ (2)
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	Klay Thompson[image: External link]^ (2)
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]



	Russell Westbrook[image: External link]^ (5)
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	Chris Paul[image: External link]^ (8)
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Kyle Lowry[image: External link]^
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]



	2016–17[image: External link]
	Kawhi Leonard^ (2)
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	Kevin Durant^ (7)
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Jimmy Butler[image: External link]^
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]



	LeBron James^ (13)
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Giannis Antetokounmpo[image: External link]^
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	Draymond Green[image: External link]^ (2)
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]



	Anthony Davis[image: External link] ^ (2)
	New Orleans Pelicans[image: External link]
	Rudy Gobert[image: External link]^
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	DeAndre Jordan[image: External link]^ (3)
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]



	James Harden[image: External link]^ (4)
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Stephen Curry[image: External link]^ (4)
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	John Wall[image: External link]^
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]



	Russell Westbrook[image: External link]^ (6)
	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	Isaiah Thomas[image: External link]^
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	DeMar DeRozan[image: External link]^
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
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 Most selections




The following table only lists players with at least ten total selections.



	*
	Denotes players inducted to the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame




	^
	Denotes players who are still active






	Player
	Total
	First

Team
	Second

Team
	Third

Team
	MVP[image: External link]



	Abdul-Jabbar, KareemKareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]*
	15
	10
	5
	0
	6



	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant
	15
	11
	2
	2
	1



	Duncan, TimTim Duncan
	15
	10
	3
	2
	2



	Malone, KarlKarl Malone*
	14
	11
	2
	1
	2



	O'Neal, ShaquilleShaquille O'Neal*
	14
	8
	2
	4
	1



	James, LeBronLeBron James^
	13
	11
	2
	0
	4



	Cousy, BobBob Cousy*
	12
	10
	2
	0
	1



	Nowitzki, DirkDirk Nowitzki^
	12
	4
	5
	3
	1



	Olajuwon, HakeemHakeem Olajuwon*
	12
	6
	3
	3
	1



	Schayes, DolphDolph Schayes*
	12
	6
	6
	0
	0



	West, JerryJerry West*
	12
	10
	2
	0
	0



	Barkley, CharlesCharles Barkley*
	11
	5
	5
	1
	1



	Havlicek, JohnJohn Havlicek[image: External link]*
	11
	4
	7
	0
	0



	Jordan, MichaelMichael Jordan[image: External link]*
	11
	10
	1
	0
	5



	Pettit, BobBob Pettit*
	11
	10
	1
	0
	2



	Robertson, OscarOscar Robertson*
	11
	9
	2
	0
	1



	Russell, BillBill Russell[image: External link]*
	11
	3
	8
	0
	5



	Stockton, JohnJohn Stockton[image: External link]*
	11
	2
	6
	3
	0



	Baylor, ElginElgin Baylor*
	10
	10
	0
	0
	0



	Bird, LarryLarry Bird[image: External link]*
	10
	9
	1
	0
	3



	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain[image: External link]*
	10
	7
	3
	0
	4



	Johnson, MagicMagic Johnson[image: External link]*
	10
	9
	1
	0
	3



	Robinson, DavidDavid Robinson*
	10
	4
	2
	4
	1
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 See also





	All-NBA Development League Team[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
a The Most Valuable Player award was first established in 1956.

	
b Before the 1971–72 season, Lew Alcindor changed his name to Kareem Abdul-Jabbar.[4]


	
c When Olajuwon arrived in the United States, the University of Houston incorrectly spelled his first name "Akeem". He used that spelling until March 9, 1991, when he announced that he would add an H.[5][6]


	
d Ron Artest changed his name into Metta World Peace on September 16, 2011.[7]


	
e Amar'e Stoudemire's first name had previously been spelled incorrectly as "Amaré" or "Amare" since joining the NBA, but was changed to "Amar'e" in October 2008.[8][9]
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1998–99 NBA Season






The 1999 NBA season was the 53rd season of the National Basketball Association (NBA). Due to a lockout, the season did not start until February 5, 1999, after a new six-year Collective Bargaining Agreement[image: External link] was reached between the NBA and the National Basketball Players Association. All 29 teams played a shortened 50-game regular season schedule- 61% of the regular 82 games- and the 16 teams who qualified for the playoffs played a full post-season schedule. That season's All-Star Game[image: External link] was also canceled. The season ended with the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] winning the franchise's first NBA championship, beating the New York Knicks[image: External link] 4 games to 1 in the 1999 NBA Finals[image: External link].
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 Lockout




Main article: 1998–99 NBA lockout


The second lockout[image: External link] in the history of the NBA lasted from July 1, 1998, to January 20, 1999. NBA owners were seeking changes to the league's salary cap[image: External link] system and a ceiling on individual player salaries. The National Basketball Players Association[image: External link] opposed the owners' plans and wanted raises for players who earned the league's minimum salary.

As the labor dispute continued into September, the preseason was shortened to just two games instead of the normal eight, and training camps were postponed indefinitely.[1] By October, it became the first time in NBA history that games were canceled due to a labor dispute.[2] Further games were canceled by November and December, including the All-Star Game[image: External link], which had been scheduled to be played on February 14, 1999. The preseason was canceled as well.

An agreement between the owners and players was eventually reached on January 18, 1999. When play resumed, the regular season was shortened to 50 games per team, as opposed to the normal 82. As a result, some teams did not meet each other at all during the course of the shortened season. In addition, to preserve games between teams in the same conference, much of the time missed was made up for by skipping well over half of the games played between teams in the opposite conference.
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	Coaching changes



	Offseason



	Team
	1997–98 coach
	1998–99 coach



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Phil Jackson
	Tim Floyd[image: External link]



	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	Bill Hanzlik[image: External link]
	Mike D'Antoni[image: External link]



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Bill Fitch[image: External link]
	Chris Ford



	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	Chris Ford
	George Karl[image: External link]



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Eddie Jordan[image: External link]
	Rick Adelman[image: External link]



	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	George Karl[image: External link]
	Paul Westphal[image: External link]



	In-season



	Team
	Outgoing coach
	Incoming coach



	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	Dave Cowens
	Paul Silas[image: External link]



	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Del Harris[image: External link]
	Bill Bertka[image: External link]



	Bill Bertka[image: External link]
	Kurt Rambis[image: External link]



	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	John Calipari
	Don Casey[image: External link]



	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	Bernie Bickerstaff[image: External link]
	Jim Brovelli[image: External link]





	
Michael Jordan[image: External link] announced his retirement for the second time on January 13, 1999, while the lockout was still ongoing. He would later return to play two more seasons for the Washington Wizards from 2001–2003.

	The New York Knicks[image: External link] became only the second #8 seed to advance in the playoffs[image: External link] by defeating a #1 seed. As of 2017, they remain the only #8 seed to have advanced to the NBA Finals.

	The Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] played their final season at the Great Western Forum[image: External link]. Because the Great Western Bank[image: External link] ceased to exist two seasons prior, the arena name was replaced by the team name on center court, in anticipation of the move to the Staples Center[image: External link].

	The Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link] played their final season at the Los Angeles Sports Arena[image: External link].

	The Indiana Pacers[image: External link] played their final season at the Market Square Arena[image: External link].

	The Denver Nuggets[image: External link] played their final season at the McNichols Sports Arena[image: External link].

	The Miami Heat[image: External link] played their final full season at the Miami Arena[image: External link], although they still played the first two months of the following season at this arena before moving to the American Airlines Arena[image: External link] in January 2000.

	The Toronto Raptors[image: External link] played their first game in Air Canada Centre[image: External link] on February 21.

	The San Antonio Spurs became the first former ABA[image: External link] team to win a championship. (As of June 2016, they are still the only ABA franchise with a title; the Nets[image: External link] and Pacers[image: External link] have not won a title, and the Nuggets[image: External link] have never played a NBA Finals game.)

	The Atlanta Hawks[image: External link] played another season in the Georgia Dome[image: External link] while Philips Arena[image: External link] was constructed for the 1999–2000 season. This season would be the Hawks' last playoff appearance until the 2007–08 season.

	The Clippers tied the 1988–89 Miami Heat for the longest losing streak to start the season (17) from February 5 until March 11 when they defeated the Sacramento Kings[image: External link]. In December 2009, this record was broken by the New Jersey Nets[image: External link] who lost the first eighteen games of the season.

	
Hall of Fame coach Red Holzman died on November 13, 1998, at age 78.

	For the first time in 15 seasons, the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] missed the playoffs. They would also become the second defending champion in NBA history that failed to make the playoffs, joining the 1969–70 Boston Celtics[image: External link].
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 Final standings
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 By division






	
Atlantic Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	33
	17
	.660
	–
	18–7
	15–10
	12–8



	x-Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	33
	17
	.660
	–
	21–4
	12–13
	12–6



	x-Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	28
	22
	.560
	5
	17–8
	11–14
	9–10



	x-New York Knicks[image: External link]
	27
	23
	.540
	6
	19–6
	8–17
	12–8



	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	19
	31
	.380
	14
	10–15
	9–16
	10–9



	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	18
	32
	.360
	15
	13–12
	5–20
	6–13



	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	16
	34
	.320
	17
	12–13
	4–21
	6–13









	
Central Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	33
	17
	.660
	–
	18–7
	15–10
	15–7



	x-Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	31
	19
	.620
	2
	16–9
	15–10
	15–8



	x-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	29
	21
	.580
	4
	17–8
	12–13
	13–8



	x-Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	28
	22
	.560
	5
	17–8
	11–14
	13–11



	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	26
	24
	.520
	7
	16–9
	10–15
	12–10



	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	23
	27
	.460
	10
	14–11
	9–16
	9–14



	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	22
	28
	.440
	11
	15–10
	7–18
	9–13



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	13
	37
	.260
	20
	8–17
	5–20
	4–19









	
Midwest Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	37
	13
	.740
	–
	21–4
	16–9
	17–4



	x-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	37
	13
	.740
	–
	22–3
	15–10
	15–3



	x-Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	31
	19
	.620
	6
	19–6
	12–13
	12–9



	x-Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	25
	25
	.500
	12
	18–7
	7–18
	11–9



	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	19
	31
	.380
	18
	15–10
	4–21
	8–12



	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	14
	36
	.280
	23
	12–13
	2–23
	5–16



	Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link]
	8
	42
	.160
	29
	7–18
	1–24
	3–18









	
Pacific Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	35
	15
	.700
	–
	22–3
	13–12
	15–7



	x-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	31
	19
	.620
	4
	18–7
	13–12
	14–8



	x-Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	27
	23
	.540
	8
	16–9
	11–14
	11–9



	x-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	27
	23
	.540
	8
	15–10
	12–13
	9–10



	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	25
	25
	.500
	10
	17–8
	8–17
	11–10



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	21
	29
	.420
	14
	13–12
	8–17
	8–11



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	9
	41
	.180
	26
	6–19
	3–22
	3–16
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 By conference






	#
	
Eastern Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	c-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	33
	17
	.660
	–



	2
	y-Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	33
	17
	.660
	–



	3
	x-Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	33
	17
	.660
	–



	4
	x-Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	31
	19
	.620
	2



	5
	x-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	29
	21
	.580
	4



	6
	x-Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	28
	22
	.560
	5



	7
	x-Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	28
	22
	.560
	5



	8
	x-New York Knicks[image: External link]
	27
	23
	.540
	6



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	26
	24
	.520
	7



	10
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	23
	27
	.460
	10



	11
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	22
	28
	.440
	11



	12
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	19
	31
	.380
	14



	13
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	18
	32
	.360
	15



	14
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	16
	34
	.320
	17



	15
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	13
	37
	.260
	20









	#
	
Western Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	37
	13
	.740
	–



	2
	y-Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	35
	15
	.700
	2



	3
	x-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	37
	13
	.740
	–



	4
	x-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	31
	19
	.620
	6



	5
	x-Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	31
	19
	.620
	6



	6
	x-Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	27
	23
	.540
	10



	7
	x-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	27
	23
	.540
	10



	8
	x-Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	25
	25
	.500
	12



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	25
	25
	.500
	12



	10
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	21
	29
	.420
	16



	11
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	19
	31
	.380
	18



	12
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	14
	36
	.280
	23



	13
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	9
	41
	.180
	28



	14
	Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link]
	8
	42
	.160
	29







Notes


	
z – Clinched home court advantage for the entire playoffs

	
c – Clinched home court advantage for the conference playoffs

	
y – Clinched division title

	
x – Clinched playoff spot
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 Playoffs




Teams in bold advanced to the next round. The numbers to the left of each team indicate the team's seeding in its conference, and the numbers to the right indicate the number of games the team won in that round. The division champions are marked by an asterisk. Home court advantage[image: External link] does not necessarily belong to the higher-seeded team, but instead the team with the better regular season record; teams enjoying the home advantage are shown in italics.

Main article: 1999 NBA Playoffs




	 
	First Round
	
	Conference Semifinals
	
	Conference Finals
	
	NBA Finals[image: External link]



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	
	E1
	Miami[image: External link]*
	2
	 



	
	E8
	New York[image: External link]
	3
	 



	
	 
	E8
	New York[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	



	
	 
	E4
	Atlanta[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	E4
	Atlanta[image: External link]
	3



	



	
	E5
	Detroit[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	
	 
	E8
	New York[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	Eastern Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	E2
	Indiana[image: External link]*
	2
	 



	
	E3
	Orlando[image: External link]
	1
	 



	



	
	E6
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	3
	 



	
	 
	E6
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	0



	
	



	
	 
	E2
	Indiana[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E2
	Indiana[image: External link]*
	3



	



	
	E7
	Milwaukee[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	
	 
	E8
	New York[image: External link]
	1



	
	
	



	
	 
	W1
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	4



	
	W1
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	3
	 



	



	
	W8
	Minnesota[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	 
	W1
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	4



	
	



	
	 
	W4
	LA Lakers[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	W4
	LA Lakers[image: External link]
	3



	



	
	W5
	Houston[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	
	 
	W1
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	4



	
	Western Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	W2
	Portland[image: External link]*
	0
	 



	
	W3
	Utah[image: External link]
	3
	 



	



	
	W6
	Sacramento[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	 
	W3
	Utah[image: External link]
	2



	
	



	
	 
	W2
	Portland[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	W2
	Portland[image: External link]*
	3



	



	
	W7
	Phoenix[image: External link]
	0
	 






* Division winner

Bold Series winner

Italic Team with home-court advantage



This bracket:

	view[image: External link]

	talk[image: External link]

	edit[image: External link]
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 Statistics leaders






	Category
	Player
	Team
	Stat



	Points per game
	Allen Iverson
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	26.8



	Rebounds per game
	Chris Webber[image: External link]
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	13.0



	Assists per game
	Jason Kidd
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	10.8



	Steals per game
	Kendall Gill
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	2.68



	Blocks per game
	Alonzo Mourning[image: External link]
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	3.91



	FG%
	Shaquille O'Neal
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	.576



	FT%
	Reggie Miller
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	.915



	3FG%
	Dell Curry[image: External link]
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	.476
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 NBA awards





	
Most Valuable Player[image: External link]: Karl Malone, Utah Jazz[image: External link]


	
Rookie of the Year: Vince Carter, Toronto Raptors[image: External link]


	
Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link]: Alonzo Mourning[image: External link], Miami Heat[image: External link]


	
Sixth Man of the Year[image: External link]: Darrell Armstrong[image: External link], Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	
Most Improved Player[image: External link]: Darrell Armstrong[image: External link], Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	
Coach of the Year[image: External link]: Mike Dunleavy[image: External link], Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]


	
Executive of the Year[image: External link]: Geoff Petrie, Sacramento Kings[image: External link]


	
Sportsmanship Award[image: External link]: Hersey Hawkins[image: External link], Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]







	

	
All-NBA First Team[image: External link]:

	F – Tim Duncan, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	F – Karl Malone, Utah Jazz[image: External link]


	C – Alonzo Mourning[image: External link], Miami Heat[image: External link]


	G – Allen Iverson, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]


	G – Jason Kidd, Phoenix Suns[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Second Team:

	F – Chris Webber[image: External link], Sacramento Kings[image: External link]


	F – Grant Hill[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	C – Shaquille O'Neal, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G – Gary Payton, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]


	G – Tim Hardaway[image: External link], Miami Heat[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Third Team:

	F – Kevin Garnett, Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	F – Antonio McDyess, Denver Nuggets[image: External link]


	C – Hakeem Olajuwon, Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	G – Kobe Bryant, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G – John Stockton[image: External link], Utah Jazz[image: External link]


















	

	
NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link]:

	F – Tim Duncan, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	F – Karl Malone, Utah Jazz[image: External link]


	F – Scottie Pippen[image: External link], Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	C – Alonzo Mourning[image: External link], Miami Heat[image: External link]


	G – Gary Payton, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]


	G – Jason Kidd, Phoenix Suns[image: External link]









	

	
NBA All-Defensive Second Team:

	F – P.J. Brown[image: External link], Miami Heat[image: External link]


	F – Theo Ratliff, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]


	C – Dikembe Mutombo, Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]


	G – Eddie Jones[image: External link], Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]/Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]


	G – Mookie Blaylock, Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]


















	

	
NBA All-Rookie First Team[image: External link]:

	
Vince Carter, Toronto Raptors[image: External link]


	
Paul Pierce[image: External link], Boston Celtics[image: External link]


	
Jason Williams[image: External link], Sacramento Kings[image: External link]


	
Mike Bibby, Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link]


	
Matt Harpring[image: External link], Orlando Magic[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Rookie Second Team:

	
Antawn Jamison[image: External link], Golden State Warriors[image: External link]


	
Michael Doleac[image: External link], Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	
Michael Olowokandi, Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]


	
Michael Dickerson[image: External link], Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	
Cuttino Mobley[image: External link], Houston Rockets[image: External link]
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 Players of the month




The following players were named the Players of the Month.



	Month
	Player



	
4February
	
Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson (Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link])



	
5March
	
Duncan, TimTim Duncan (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link])



	
6April
	
Kidd, JasonJason Kidd (Phoenix Suns[image: External link])
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 Rookies of the month




The following players were named the Rookies of the Month.



	Month
	Player



	
4February
	
Pierce, PaulPaul Pierce[image: External link] (Boston Celtics[image: External link])



	
5March
	
Carter, VinceVince Carter (Toronto Raptors[image: External link])



	
6April
	
Carter, VinceVince Carter (Toronto Raptors[image: External link])
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 Coaches of the month




The following coaches were named Coaches of the Month.



	Month
	Coach



	
4February
	
Sloan, JerryJerry Sloan (Utah Jazz[image: External link])



	
5March
	
Dunleavy, Sr., MikeMike Dunleavy, Sr.[image: External link] (Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link])



	
5April
	
Popovich, GreggGregg Popovich[image: External link] (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link])
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2004–05 NBA Season






The 2004–05 NBA season was the 59th season of the National Basketball Association (NBA). It began on November 2, 2004 and ended June 23, 2005. The season ended with the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] defeating the defending-champion Detroit Pistons[image: External link] 4–3 in the NBA Finals.



TOP
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 Notable occurrences





	The NBA made its return to Charlotte[image: External link] as the Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link] became the league's 30th franchise at the time. Ten years later, the Bobcats and the departed New Orleans Hornets would strike a deal upon the New Orleans franchise renaming themselves the Pelicans, thereby restoring the Hornets' Charlotte history and name back with the Charlotte franchise. The Bobcats played their first season at the Charlotte Coliseum[image: External link].

	This season also was the first year of the NBA's new divisional alignments, separating the league into six divisions of five teams instead of the previous four divisions of varying numbers of teams. As part of this realignment, the New Orleans Hornets[image: External link] moved from the Eastern Conference[image: External link] to the Western Conference[image: External link].[1]


	The current schedule format also debuted this season:

	16 games against teams in the same division (four against each team)

	24 games against six of the remaining conference teams combined, three from each division (four against each team)

	12 games against the remaining four conference teams, two from each division (three against each team)

	30 games against teams in the other conference (two against each team)

	Over five seasons, each team will play each of the other conference teams outside its division a total of 18 times – 9 at home and 9 on the road.





	In February, Chris Webber[image: External link] was traded from the Sacramento Kings along with Michael Bradley[image: External link] to the Philadelphia 76ers for three forwards (Corliss Williamson, Kenny Thomas, and Brian Skinner). The Kings lost in the first round of the playoffs to the Seattle SuperSonics 4–1 and failed to make the playoffs after 2006.

	The 2005 NBA All-Star Game was played on February 20, 2005 at the Pepsi Center[image: External link] in Denver[image: External link], Colorado[image: External link], with the East winning 125–115. Philadelphia's Allen Iverson was named the MVP of the game.

	During All-Star Weekend[image: External link], Quentin Richardson[image: External link] won the Three-point Shootout[image: External link], Steve Nash[image: External link] won the Skills Challenge[image: External link], and Diana Taurasi[image: External link], Dan Majerle[image: External link] and Shawn Marion won the Shooting Stars Competition[image: External link]—all Phoenix Suns victories. Amar'e Stoudemire made it to the final round of the Slam Dunk Contest[image: External link] but failed to complete the sweep for the Suns.

	Prior to the start of this season, Shaquille O'Neal was traded to the Miami Heat[image: External link] after his reported fallout with former Lakers[image: External link] teammate Kobe Bryant. Fans[ who?[image: External link]] sensed this, along with the Pistons[image: External link] championship[image: External link], as a possible end of dominance by the Western Conference. The Lakers also witnessed the loss of head coach Phil Jackson and replacement Rudy Tomjanovich[image: External link] as the Lakers missed out on the NBA playoffs for the fifth time in their history. However, the Western Conference has continued its domination in the regular season; since then, all playoff-bound teams in the West have either won 50 or more games, or were above .500 at the end of the season, in contrast to the Eastern Conference, where on average, three teams have had sub-.500 records.

	During the off-season, the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] signed unrestricted free agent Steve Nash[image: External link]. With the addition of coach Mike D'Antoni[image: External link] and his offensive-minded strategy combined with Nash's play-making skills, Phoenix went on to win 33 games more than the year before. The Suns had the best overall record in the NBA, Nash won the MVP Award[image: External link] and D'Antoni won the Coach of the Year Award[image: External link].

	The Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] played their first game at FedExForum[image: External link]. The Grizzlies were also the first NBA team to install see-through shot clocks[image: External link]. As of the 2011–12 NBA season[image: External link], all 30 teams have see-through shot clocks.

	An early regular-season game between Detroit and Indiana[image: External link] at The Palace of Auburn Hills[image: External link] was disrupted with 45.9 seconds to go as a major altercation[image: External link] broke out between players and fans. This resulted in record-breaking suspensions, most notable of which was Ron Artest[image: External link] who received the longest suspension in NBA history (73 games plus the playoffs). The NBA also overhauled its league-wide security policy.

	The Bulls[image: External link] made their first appearance in the playoffs since their 1998 championship season. The Bulls postseason berth followed an 0–9 start to the season with the Bulls having one of the youngest rosters in NBA history.

	The Washington Wizards[image: External link] made their first appearance in the playoffs since the team name was changed for the 1997–98 season.

	The Phoenix Suns started an unofficial league tradition of a mostly exposed hardwood floor, with a darker varnish on the outside of the three-point area. They also put their team's website name on the sideline, which other teams followed suit in the coming seasons. Through the 2010–11 NBA season[image: External link], all of the teams, save the Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link], had placed their team websites on the sidelines.

	The Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] made the playoffs for the last time as a team from Seattle.

	
Ben Gordon[image: External link] won the Sixth Man Award[image: External link], making him the first rookie to ever win the award.

	The NBA Finals reached seven games for the first time since 1994[image: External link], when the Houston Rockets faced the New York Knicks.

	On Dec. 18, the Toronto Raptors traded 5 time all-star Vince Carter to the New Jersey Nets for Eric Williams, Aaron Williams, Alonzo Mourning and a pair of first-round draft picks. Mourning was bought out of his contract on February 11 and re-signed with the Miami Heat, being paid a second salary, the veteran's minimum.

	
Orlando Magic[image: External link] rookie Dwight Howard[image: External link] became the first and only player straight out of high school to start all 82 games in his rookie season. He also became the youngest to average a double-double[image: External link], the youngest to average 10 rebounds in a season, and the youngest to record at least 20 rebounds in a game. However, Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link] rookie Emeka Okafor won Rookie of the Year that season. While Okafor's career was respectable, injuries have derailed his progress. Meanwhile, Howard's career gradually skyrocketed into eight All-Star[image: External link] appearances, three Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link] awards, and five All-NBA Team selections.

	This was the final season for Reggie Miller, who spent his entire NBA career with the Pacers.
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 Coaching changes






	Offseason



	Team
	2003–04 coach
	2004–05 coach



	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	Terry Stotts[image: External link]
	Mike Woodson[image: External link]



	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	John Carroll[image: External link]
	Doc Rivers[image: External link]



	Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	Expansion
	Bernie Bickerstaff[image: External link]



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Eric Musselman[image: External link]
	Mike Montgomery[image: External link]



	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Phil Jackson
	Rudy Tomjanovich[image: External link]



	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	Tim Floyd[image: External link]
	Byron Scott[image: External link]



	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Chris Ford
	Jim O'Brien



	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	Kevin O'Neill[image: External link]
	Sam Mitchell[image: External link]



	In-season



	Team
	Outgoing coach
	Incoming coach



	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Paul Silas[image: External link]
	Brendan Malone[image: External link]



	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	Don Nelson
	Avery Johnson[image: External link]



	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	Jeff Bzdelik[image: External link]
	Michael Cooper[image: External link]



	Michael Cooper[image: External link]
	George Karl[image: External link]



	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Rudy Tomjanovich[image: External link]
	Frank Hamblen[image: External link]



	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	Hubie Brown[image: External link]
	Lionel Hollins[image: External link]



	Lionel Hollins[image: External link]
	Mike Fratello[image: External link]



	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	Flip Saunders[image: External link]
	Kevin McHale



	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Lenny Wilkens
	Herb Williams[image: External link]



	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Johnny Davis[image: External link]
	Chris Jent[image: External link]



	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	Maurice Cheeks[image: External link]
	Kevin Pritchard[image: External link]
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 Final standings
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 By division







	

	Eastern Conference[image: External link]





	
Atlantic Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	–
	27–14
	18–23
	8–8



	x-Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	2
	25–16
	18–23
	8–8



	x-New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	3
	24–17
	18–23
	11–5



	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	12
	22–19
	11–30
	6–10



	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	12
	22–19
	11–30
	7–9






	
Central Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	–
	32–9
	22–19
	8–8



	x-Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	7
	27–14
	20–21
	8–8



	x-Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	10
	25–16
	19–22
	9–7



	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	12
	29–12
	13–28
	7–9



	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	30
	52
	.366
	24
	23–18
	7–34
	8–8






	
Southeast Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	59
	23
	.720
	–
	35–6
	24–17
	15–1



	x-Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	14
	29–12
	16–25
	10–6



	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	36
	46
	.439
	23
	24–17
	12–29
	6–10



	Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	18
	64
	.220
	41
	14–27
	4–37
	7–9



	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	13
	69
	.159
	46
	9–32
	4–37
	2–14





	

	Western Conference[image: External link]





	
Northwest Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	52
	30
	.634
	–
	26–15
	26–15
	11–5



	x-Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	3
	31–10
	18–23
	9–7



	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	8
	24–17
	20–21
	10–6



	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	27
	55
	.329
	25
	18–23
	9–32
	4–12



	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	26
	56
	.317
	26
	18–23
	8–33
	6–10






	
Pacific Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	62
	20
	.756
	–
	31–10
	31–10
	12–4



	x-Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	12
	30–11
	20–21
	10–6



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	37
	45
	.451
	25
	27–14
	10–31
	6–10



	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	34
	48
	.415
	28
	22–19
	12–29
	6–10



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	34
	48
	.415
	28
	20–21
	14–27
	6–10






	
Southwest Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	59
	23
	.720
	–
	38–3
	21–20
	10–6



	x-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	58
	24
	.707
	1
	29–12
	29–12
	11–5



	x-Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	51
	31
	.622
	8
	26–15
	25–16
	10–6



	x-Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	14
	26–15
	19–22
	7–9



	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	18
	64
	.220
	41
	11–30
	7–34
	2–14
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 By conference







	


	
Eastern Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	#
	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	c-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	59
	23
	.720
	–



	2
	y-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	5



	3
	y-Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	14



	4
	x-Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	12



	5
	x-Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	14



	6
	x-Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	15



	7
	x-Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	16



	8
	x-New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	17



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	17



	10
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	36
	46
	.439
	23



	11
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	26



	12
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	26



	13
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	30
	52
	.366
	29



	14
	Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	18
	64
	.220
	41



	15
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	13
	69
	.159
	46





	


	#
	
Western Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	62
	20
	.756
	—



	2
	y-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	59
	23
	.720
	3



	3
	y-Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	52
	30
	.634
	10



	4
	x-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	58
	24
	.707
	4



	5
	x-Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	51
	31
	.622
	11



	6
	x-Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	12



	7
	x-Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	13



	8
	x-Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	17



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	18



	10
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	37
	45
	.451
	25



	11
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	34
	48
	.415
	28



	12
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	34
	48
	.415
	28



	13
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	27
	55
	.329
	35



	14
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	26
	56
	.317
	36



	15
	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	18
	64
	.220
	44











Notes


	
z – Clinched home court advantage for the entire playoffs

	
c – Clinched home court advantage for the conference playoffs

	
x – Clinched playoff spot

	
y – Clinched division title
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 Playoffs




Teams in bold advanced to the next round. The numbers to the left of each team indicate the team's seeding in its conference, and the numbers to the right indicate the number of games the team won in that round. The division champions are marked by an asterisk. Home court advantage[image: External link] does not necessarily belong to the higher-seeded team, but instead the team with the better regular season record; teams enjoying the home advantage are shown in italics.

Main article: 2005 NBA Playoffs




	 
	First Round
	
	Conference Semifinals
	
	Conference Finals
	
	NBA Finals[image: External link]



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	
	E1
	Miami[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E8
	New Jersey[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	 
	E1
	Miami[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	



	
	 
	E5
	Washington[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	E4
	Chicago[image: External link]
	2



	



	
	E5
	Washington[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	
	 
	E1
	Miami[image: External link]*
	3
	 



	
	Eastern Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	E2
	Detroit[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E3
	Boston[image: External link]*
	3
	 



	



	
	E6
	Indiana[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	 
	E6
	Indiana[image: External link]
	2



	
	



	
	 
	E2
	Detroit[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E2
	Detroit[image: External link]*
	4



	



	
	E7
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	
	 
	E2
	Detroit[image: External link]*
	3



	
	
	



	
	 
	W2
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	4



	
	W1
	Phoenix[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	



	
	W8
	Memphis[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	 
	W1
	Phoenix[image: External link]*
	4



	
	



	
	 
	W4
	Dallas[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	W4
	Dallas[image: External link]
	4



	



	
	W5
	Houston[image: External link]
	3
	 



	
	
	 
	W1
	Phoenix[image: External link]*
	1



	
	Western Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	W2
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	W3
	Seattle[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	



	
	W6
	Sacramento[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	 
	W3
	Seattle[image: External link]*
	2



	
	



	
	 
	W2
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	W2
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	4



	



	
	W7
	Denver[image: External link]
	1
	 






* Division winner

Bold Series winner

Italic Team with home-court advantage



This bracket:

	view[image: External link]

	talk[image: External link]

	edit[image: External link]
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 Statistics leaders






	Category
	Player
	Team
	Stat



	Points per game
	Allen Iverson
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	30.7



	Rebounds per game
	Kevin Garnett
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	13.5



	Assists per game
	Steve Nash[image: External link]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	11.5



	Steals per game
	Larry Hughes
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	2.89



	Blocks per game
	Andrei Kirilenko[image: External link]
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	3.32



	FG%
	Shaquille O'Neal
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	.600



	FT%
	Reggie Miller
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	.933



	3FG%
	Fred Hoiberg[image: External link]
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	.483
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 Awards
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 Yearly awards





	
Most Valuable Player[image: External link]: Steve Nash[image: External link], Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	
Rookie of the Year: Emeka Okafor, Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]


	
Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link]: Ben Wallace[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	
Sixth Man of the Year[image: External link]: Ben Gordon[image: External link], Chicago Bulls[image: External link]


	
Most Improved Player[image: External link]: Bobby Simmons[image: External link], Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]


	
Coach of the Year[image: External link]: Mike D'Antoni[image: External link], Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	
Executive of the Year[image: External link]: Bryan Colangelo, Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	
Sportsmanship Award[image: External link]: Grant Hill[image: External link], Orlando Magic[image: External link]







	

	
All-NBA First Team[image: External link]:

	F – Tim Duncan, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	F – Dirk Nowitzki, Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]


	C – Shaquille O'Neal, Miami Heat[image: External link]


	G – Allen Iverson, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]


	G – Steve Nash[image: External link], Phoenix Suns[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Second Team:

	F – LeBron James, Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]


	F – Kevin Garnett, Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	C – Amar'e Stoudemire, Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	G – Dwyane Wade, Miami Heat[image: External link]


	G – Ray Allen, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Third Team

	F – Tracy McGrady, Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	F – Shawn Marion, Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	C – Ben Wallace[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	G – Kobe Bryant, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G – Gilbert Arenas[image: External link], Washington Wizards[image: External link]


















	

	
NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link]

	F – Kevin Garnett, Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	F – Tim Duncan, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	C – Ben Wallace[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	G – Bruce Bowen[image: External link], San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	G – Larry Hughes, Washington Wizards[image: External link]









	

	
NBA All-Defensive Second Team

	F – Tayshaun Prince[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	F – Andrei Kirilenko[image: External link], Utah Jazz[image: External link]


	C – Marcus Camby, Denver Nuggets[image: External link]


	G – Jason Kidd, New Jersey Nets[image: External link]


	G – Dwyane Wade, Miami Heat[image: External link]


	G – Chauncey Billups, Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


















	

	
NBA All-Rookie First Team[image: External link]

	
Emeka Okafor, Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]


	
Dwight Howard[image: External link], Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	
Ben Gordon[image: External link], Chicago Bulls[image: External link]


	
Andre Iguodala, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]


	
Luol Deng[image: External link], Chicago Bulls[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Rookie Second Team

	
Nenad Krstić[image: External link], New Jersey Nets[image: External link]


	
Josh Smith[image: External link], Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]


	
Josh Childress[image: External link], Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]


	
Jameer Nelson[image: External link], Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	
Al Jefferson[image: External link], Boston Celtics[image: External link]
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 Players of the month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Players of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference



	
1October – November
	
James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (1/2)

	
Nash, SteveSteve Nash[image: External link] (Phoenix Suns[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
2December
	
Wade, DwyaneDwyane Wade (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Nowitzki, DirkDirk Nowitzki (Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]) (1/2)




	
3January
	
James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (2/2)

	
Webber, ChrisChris Webber[image: External link] (Sacramento Kings[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
4February
	
Carter, VinceVince Carter (New Jersey Nets[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Nowitzki, DirkDirk Nowitzki (Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]) (2/2)




	
5March
	
O'Neal, ShaquilleShaquille O'Neal (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Garnett, KevinKevin Garnett (Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
6April
	
Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson (Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Stoudemire, Amar'eAmar'e Stoudemire (Phoenix Suns[image: External link]) (1/1)
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 Rookies of the month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Rookies of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference



	
1October – November
	
Okafor, EmekaEmeka Okafor (Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]) (1/3)

	
Harris, DevinDevin Harris[image: External link] (Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
2December
	
Okafor, EmekaEmeka Okafor (Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]) (2/3)

	
Udrih, BenoBeno Udrih[image: External link] (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
3January
	
Gordon, BenBen Gordon[image: External link] (Chicago Bulls[image: External link]) (1/3)

	
Smith, J. R.J. R. Smith[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (1/3)




	
4February
	
Gordon, BenBen Gordon[image: External link] (Chicago Bulls[image: External link]) (2/3)

	
Smith, J. R.J. R. Smith[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (2/3)




	
5March
	
Gordon, BenBen Gordon[image: External link] (Chicago Bulls[image: External link]) (3/3)

	
Smith, J. R.J. R. Smith[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (3/3)




	
6April
	
Okafor, EmekaEmeka Okafor (Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]) (3/3)

	
Livingston, ShaunShaun Livingston[image: External link] (Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]) (1/1)
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 Coaches of the month




The following coaches were named the Eastern and Western Conference Coaches of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference



	
1October – November
	
Davis, JohnnyJohnny Davis[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
McMillan, NateNate McMillan (Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
2December
	
Van Gundy, StanStan Van Gundy[image: External link] (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (1/2)

	
D'Antoni, MikeMike D'Antoni[image: External link] (Phoenix Suns[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
3January
	
Skiles, ScottScott Skiles[image: External link] (Chicago Bulls[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Fratello, MikeMike Fratello[image: External link] (Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
4February
	
Brown, LarryLarry Brown (Detroit Pistons[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Karl, GeorgeGeorge Karl[image: External link] (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (1/2)




	
5March
	
Van Gundy, StanStan Van Gundy[image: External link] (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (2/2)

	
Karl, GeorgeGeorge Karl[image: External link] (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (2/2)




	
5April
	
Frank, LawrenceLawrence Frank[image: External link] (New Jersey Nets[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Johnson, AveryAvery Johnson[image: External link] (Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]) (1/1)
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1999–2000 NBA Season






The 1999–2000 NBA season was the 54th season of the National Basketball Association. The season ended with the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] winning the NBA championship, beating the Indiana Pacers[image: External link] 4 games to 2 in the 2000 NBA Finals[image: External link].



TOP
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 Notable occurrences






	Coaching changes



	Offseason



	Team
	1998–99 coach
	1999–2000 coach



	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Mike Fratello[image: External link]
	Randy Wittman[image: External link]



	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	Mike D'Antoni[image: External link]
	Dan Issel[image: External link]



	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Kurt Rambis[image: External link]
	Phil Jackson



	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Chuck Daly
	Doc Rivers[image: External link]



	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	Jim Brovelli[image: External link]
	Gar Heard[image: External link]



	In-season



	Team
	Outgoing coach
	Incoming coach



	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Alvin Gentry[image: External link]
	George Irvine[image: External link]



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	P.J. Carlesimo[image: External link]
	Garry St. Jean[image: External link]



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Chris Ford
	Jim Todd[image: External link]



	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Danny Ainge[image: External link]
	Scott Skiles[image: External link]



	Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link]
	Brian Hill[image: External link]
	Lionel Hollins[image: External link]



	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	Gar Heard[image: External link]
	Darrell Walker[image: External link]





	Effective this season, the first game of the NBA regular season begins on either the first Tuesday of November or the last Tuesday of October, and the last game on the third Wednesday of April. The NBA playoffs begin on the third Saturday of April.

	The 2000 NBA All-Star Game held in Oakland, California[image: External link]. The West won 137–126. Tim Duncan from the San Antonio Spurs and Shaquille O'Neal from the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] shared the game's MVP honors. The Slam Dunk Contest[image: External link] returned after a two-year absence, with Vince Carter winning the title.

	Both the Los Angeles Lakers and the Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link] played their first games at the Staples Center[image: External link]. The Lakers would also go on to win 19 consecutive games between February 4, 2000, and March 16, 2000, the sixth-longest winning streak in NBA history[image: External link].

	Staples Center's first season saw its tenants at two opposite ends of the league: the Lakers finished with a best regular season record of 67–15 and the NBA title, while the Clippers finished 15–67, the worst of the season.

	The Denver Nuggets[image: External link] played their first game at the Pepsi Center[image: External link].

	The Indiana Pacers[image: External link] played their first game at the Conseco Fieldhouse (now Bankers Life Fieldhouse[image: External link]).

	The Indiana Pacers advanced to the NBA Finals for the first time in franchise history.

	The Atlanta Hawks[image: External link] played their first game at the Philips Arena[image: External link].

	The Miami Heat[image: External link] started the season playing their home games at Miami Arena[image: External link]. In January, they played their first game at the AmericanAirlines Arena[image: External link].

	The Toronto Raptors[image: External link] played their first full season at the Air Canada Centre[image: External link]. They also made the playoffs for the first time becoming the first Canadian team to do so.

	During Game 7 of the Western Conference Finals, the Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link] held a 75-60 lead over the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] with 10:28 left to play. During the fourth quarter, the Blazers would miss thirteen consecutive shots, allowing the Lakers to claw back and take the game, 89–84. The game was capped off with a famous alley-oop[image: External link] to Shaquille O'Neal from Kobe Bryant.

	Two players were killed in automobile accidents within four months of each other. On January 12, Bobby Phills[image: External link] of the Charlotte Hornets[image: External link] was killed in reckless driving while racing against teammate David Wesley[image: External link]. On May 20, Malik Sealy[image: External link] of the Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link] was driving home from a birthday party being held for Kevin Garnett, when a drunk-driver driving on the wrong side, struck his SUV. Phills would have his jersey retired during the season after news of his unexpected death was announced, while Sealy would have his jersey retired after this season concluded.

	
San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] forward Sean Elliott[image: External link] was sidelined for most of the season while undergoing kidney transplant operations. He successfully returned on March 13, becoming the first player to return following kidney transplant.

	The Boston Celtics[image: External link] officially retired their trademark parquet floor[image: External link] on December 22, 1999, after 54 years. The floor would be replaced by a replica combining elements of the old floor and new wooden sections.

	Doc Rivers became the first recipient of the NBA Coach of the Year Award[image: External link] to have not led his team to the playoffs. He coached the Orlando Magic[image: External link] to a respectable 41-41 (.500) record, good enough for the 9th seed in the East

	The season marked Patrick Ewing[image: External link]'s last in a New York Knicks[image: External link] uniform. He was traded during the 2000 offseason to the Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] in a three-team deal.

	
Hall of Famer Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link] died on October 12, 1999, at 63. Wilt's former teams, the Lakers, Sixers, and Warriors honored him by sporting black patches for the rest of the season.

	
Kevin Johnson[image: External link] returned from retirement to replace the injured Jason Kidd of Phoenix Suns[image: External link] in this season's playoffs, but the Suns fell to the Lakers in the second round and Johnson would retire again.

	36-year-old Houston Rockets[image: External link] forward Charles Barkley suffered a devastating injury early in the season but returned for a final game before retiring.
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 Final standings
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 By division






	
Atlantic Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	52
	30
	.634
	–
	33–8
	19–22
	18–6



	x-New York Knicks[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	2
	33–8
	17–24
	14–10



	x-Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	3
	29–12
	20–21
	13–11



	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	11
	26–15
	15–26
	12–13



	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	35
	47
	.427
	17
	26–15
	9–32
	12–12



	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	31
	51
	.378
	21
	22–19
	9–32
	9–16



	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	29
	53
	.354
	23
	17–24
	12–29
	7–17









	
Central Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	56
	26
	.683
	–
	36–5
	20–21
	20–8



	x-Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	7
	30–11
	19–22
	20–8



	x-Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	11
	26–15
	19–22
	16–12



	x-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	14
	27–14
	15–26
	16–12



	x-Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	14
	23–18
	19–22
	16–12



	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	24
	22–19
	10–31
	8–20



	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	28
	54
	.341
	28
	21–20
	7–34
	11–17



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	17
	65
	.207
	39
	12–29
	5–36
	5–23









	
Midwest Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	55
	27
	.671
	–
	31–10
	24–17
	14–10



	x-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	2
	31–10
	22–19
	16–8



	x-Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	5
	26–15
	24–17
	18–6



	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	15
	22–19
	18–23
	12–12



	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	35
	47
	.427
	20
	25–16
	10–31
	10–14



	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	34
	48
	.415
	21
	22–19
	12–29
	8–16



	Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link]
	22
	60
	.268
	33
	12–29
	10–31
	6–18









	
Pacific Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	67
	15
	.817
	–
	36–5
	31–10
	20–4



	x-Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	59
	23
	.720
	8
	30–11
	29–12
	21–3



	x-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	14
	32–9
	21–20
	15–9



	x-Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	22
	24–17
	21–20
	12–12



	x-Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	23
	30–11
	14–27
	9–15



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	19
	63
	.232
	48
	12–29
	7–34
	2–22



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	15
	67
	.183
	52
	10–31
	5–36
	5–19
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 By conference






	#
	
Eastern Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	c-Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	56
	26
	.683
	–



	2
	y-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	52
	30
	.634
	4



	3
	x-New York Knicks[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	6



	4
	x-Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	7



	5
	x-Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	7



	6
	x-Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	11



	7
	x-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	14



	8
	x-Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	14



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	15



	10
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	35
	47
	.427
	21



	11
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	24



	12
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	31
	51
	.378
	25



	13
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	29
	53
	.354
	27



	14
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	28
	54
	.341
	28



	15
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	17
	65
	.207
	39






	#
	
Western Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	67
	15
	.817
	–



	2
	y-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	55
	27
	.671
	12



	3
	x-Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	59
	23
	.720
	8



	4
	x-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	14



	5
	x-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	14



	6
	x-Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	17



	7
	x-Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	22



	8
	x-Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	23



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	27



	10
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	35
	47
	.427
	32



	11
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	34
	48
	.415
	33



	12
	Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link]
	22
	60
	.268
	45



	13
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	19
	63
	.232
	48



	14
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	15
	67
	.183
	52







Notes


	
z – Clinched home court advantage for the entire playoffs

	
c – Clinched home court advantage for the conference playoffs

	
y – Clinched division title

	
x – Clinched playoff spot
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 Playoffs




Teams in bold advanced to the next round. The numbers to the left of each team indicate the team's seeding in its conference, and the numbers to the right indicate the number of games the team won in that round. The division champions are marked by an asterisk. Home court advantage[image: External link] does not necessarily belong to the higher-seeded team, but instead the team with the better regular season record; teams enjoying the home advantage are shown in italics.

Main article: 2000 NBA Playoffs




	 
	First Round
	
	Conference Semifinals
	
	Conference Finals
	
	NBA Finals[image: External link]



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	
	E1
	Indiana[image: External link]*
	3
	 



	
	E8
	Milwaukee[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	 
	E1
	Indiana[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	



	
	 
	E5
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	E4
	Charlotte[image: External link]
	1



	



	
	E5
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	3
	 



	
	
	 
	E1
	Indiana[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	Eastern Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	E3
	New York[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	E3
	New York[image: External link]
	3
	 



	



	
	E6
	Toronto[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	 
	E3
	New York[image: External link]
	4



	
	



	
	 
	E2
	Miami[image: External link]*
	3
	 



	
	E2
	Miami[image: External link]*
	3



	



	
	E7
	Detroit[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	
	 
	E1
	Indiana[image: External link]*
	2



	
	
	



	
	 
	W1
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4



	
	W1
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	3
	 



	



	
	W8
	Sacramento[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	 
	W1
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4



	
	



	
	 
	W5
	Phoenix[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	W4
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	1



	



	
	W5
	Phoenix[image: External link]
	3
	 



	
	
	 
	W1
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4



	
	Western Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	W3
	Portland[image: External link]
	3
	 



	
	W3
	Portland[image: External link]
	3
	 



	



	
	W6
	Minnesota[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	 
	W3
	Portland[image: External link]
	4



	
	



	
	 
	W2
	Utah[image: External link]*
	1
	 



	
	W2
	Utah[image: External link]*
	3



	



	
	W7
	Seattle[image: External link]
	2
	 






* Division winner

Bold Series winner

Italic Team with home-court advantage



This bracket:

	view[image: External link]

	talk[image: External link]

	edit[image: External link]
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 Statistics leaders






	Category
	Player
	Team
	Stat



	Points per game
	Shaquille O'Neal
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	29.7



	Rebounds per game
	Dikembe Mutombo
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	14.1



	Assists per game
	Jason Kidd
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	10.1



	Steals per game
	Eddie Jones[image: External link]
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	2.67



	Blocks per game
	Alonzo Mourning[image: External link]
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	3.72



	FG%
	Shaquille O'Neal
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	.574



	FT%
	Jeff Hornacek[image: External link]
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	.950



	3FG%
	Hubert Davis[image: External link]
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	.491
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 NBA awards





	
Most Valuable Player[image: External link]: Shaquille O'Neal, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	
Co-Rookies of the Year: Elton Brand, Chicago Bulls[image: External link]; Steve Francis, Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	
Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link]: Alonzo Mourning[image: External link], Miami Heat[image: External link]


	
Sixth Man of the Year[image: External link]: Rodney Rogers[image: External link], Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	
Most Improved Player[image: External link]: Jalen Rose[image: External link], Indiana Pacers[image: External link]


	
Coach of the Year[image: External link]: Doc Rivers[image: External link], Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	
Executive of the Year[image: External link]: John Gabriel[image: External link], Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	
Sportsmanship Award[image: External link]: Eric Snow, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]







	

	
All-NBA First Team[image: External link]:

	F – Tim Duncan, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	F – Kevin Garnett, Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	C – Shaquille O'Neal, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G – Gary Payton, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]


	G – Jason Kidd, Phoenix Suns[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Second Team:

	F – Karl Malone, Utah Jazz[image: External link]


	F – Grant Hill[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	C – Alonzo Mourning[image: External link], Miami Heat[image: External link]


	G – Allen Iverson, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]


	G – Kobe Bryant, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Third Team:

	F – Chris Webber[image: External link], Sacramento Kings[image: External link]


	F – Vince Carter, Toronto Raptors[image: External link]


	C – David Robinson, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	G – Eddie Jones[image: External link], Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]


	G – Stephon Marbury, New Jersey Nets[image: External link]


















	

	
NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link]:

	
Tim Duncan, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	
Kevin Garnett, Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	
Alonzo Mourning[image: External link], Miami Heat[image: External link]


	
Gary Payton, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]


	
Kobe Bryant, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]









	

	
All-Defensive Second Team:

	
Scottie Pippen[image: External link], Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]


	
Clifford Robinson[image: External link], Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	
Shaquille O'Neal, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	
Eddie Jones[image: External link], Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]


	
Jason Kidd, Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


















	

	
NBA All-Rookie First Team[image: External link]:

	
Elton Brand, Chicago Bulls[image: External link]


	
Steve Francis, Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	
Lamar Odom, Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]


	
Wally Szczerbiak[image: External link], Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	
Andre Miller, Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]









	

	
All-Rookie Second Team:

	
Shawn Marion, Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	
Ron Artest[image: External link], Chicago Bulls[image: External link]


	
James Posey[image: External link], Denver Nuggets[image: External link]


	
Jason Terry[image: External link], Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]


	
Chucky Atkins[image: External link], Orlando Magic[image: External link]
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 Players of the month




The following players were named the Players of the Month.



	Month
	Player



	
1October – November
	
O'Neal, ShaquilleShaquille O'Neal (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link])



	
2December
	
Mourning, AlonzoAlonzo Mourning[image: External link] (Miami Heat[image: External link])



	
3January
	
Garnett, KevinKevin Garnett (Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link])



	
4February
	
O'Neal, ShaquilleShaquille O'Neal (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link])



	
5March
	
O'Neal, ShaquilleShaquille O'Neal (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link])



	
6April
	
Payton, GaryGary Payton (Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link])
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 Rookies of the month




The following players were named the Rookies of the Month.



	Month
	Player



	
1October – November
	
Griffin, AdrianAdrian Griffin[image: External link] (Boston Celtics[image: External link])

Odom, LamarLamar Odom (Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link])



	
2December
	
Francis, SteveSteve Francis (Houston Rockets[image: External link])



	
3January
	
Brand, EltonElton Brand (Chicago Bulls[image: External link])



	
4February
	
Brand, EltonElton Brand (Chicago Bulls[image: External link])



	
5March
	
Francis, SteveSteve Francis (Houston Rockets[image: External link])



	
6April
	
Brand, EltonElton Brand (Chicago Bulls[image: External link])

Francis, SteveSteve Francis (Houston Rockets[image: External link])
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 Coaches of the month




The following coaches were named Coaches of the Month.



	Month
	Coach



	
1October – November
	
Dunleavy, MikeMike Dunleavy[image: External link] (Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link])



	
2December
	
Jackson, PhilPhil Jackson (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link])



	
3January
	
Saunders, FlipFlip Saunders[image: External link] (Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link])



	
4February
	
Jackson, PhilPhil Jackson (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link])



	
5March
	
Sloan, JerryJerry Sloan (Utah Jazz[image: External link])



	
5April
	
Silas, PaulPaul Silas[image: External link] (Charlotte Hornets[image: External link])
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2001–02 NBA Season






The 2001–02 NBA season was the 56th season of the National Basketball Association. The season ended with the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] winning their third straight championship, beating the New Jersey Nets[image: External link] 4–0 in the 2002 NBA Finals[image: External link].



TOP
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 Notable occurrences






	Coaching changes



	Offseason



	Team
	2000–01 coach
	2001–02 coach



	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Randy Wittman[image: External link]
	John Lucas



	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	George Irvine[image: External link]
	Rick Carlisle[image: External link]



	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	Mike Dunleavy, Sr.[image: External link]
	Maurice Cheeks[image: External link]



	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	Leonard Hamilton[image: External link]
	Doug Collins



	In-season



	Team
	Outgoing coach
	Incoming coach



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Tim Floyd[image: External link]
	Bill Cartwright[image: External link]



	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	Dan Issel[image: External link]
	Mike Evans[image: External link]



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Dave Cowens
	Brian Winters[image: External link]



	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Jeff Van Gundy[image: External link]
	Don Chaney[image: External link]



	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Scott Skiles[image: External link]
	Frank Johnson[image: External link]





	
Kwame Brown became the first high school player[image: External link] drafted first overall when the Washington Wizards[image: External link] drafted him in the 2001 NBA draft.

	The Grizzlies[image: External link] relocated from Vancouver, British Columbia[image: External link] to Memphis, Tennessee[image: External link]. They played their first three seasons at The Pyramid[image: External link] in Memphis.

	This was the final season for the Charlotte Hornets[image: External link] in Charlotte[image: External link], as they would relocate to New Orleans[image: External link] for the following season. However, the NBA added an expansion team to Charlotte in time for the 2004–05 NBA season. In 2013, the now New Orleans Pelicans announced they would relinquished their name and history to the new Charlotte team beginning in the 2014–15 season. Therefore, the official NBA record now states that the Charlotte NBA franchise suspended operations for two years at the conclusion of this season.

	The San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] played their final home game at the Alamodome[image: External link].

	The 2002 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link] was held at First Union Center[image: External link] in Philadelphia. Kobe Bryant of the Lakers[image: External link] took MVP honors amidst boos from the Philadelphia fans following a 135–120 victory by the West. Philadelphia was originally slated to host the 1999 All-Star Game, but was awarded the 2002 game instead due to the 1998 lockout.

	Prior to the start of the season, NBA and Chicago Bulls[image: External link] legend Michael Jordan[image: External link], then part-owner of the Washington Wizards[image: External link], announced his second comeback to the NBA, this time with the Wizards.

	The Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] played their first game at the American Airlines Center[image: External link], not to be confused with the American Airlines Arena[image: External link] in Miami, Florida[image: External link].

	This was the last season that both NBC[image: External link] and TBS[image: External link] televised NBA games.

	NBA teams wore patches on their jerseys with the American flag[image: External link] and a red-white-and-blue ribbon, in honor of the victims of the September 11 attacks[image: External link]. The Raptors wore the American and Canadian flags on theirs.

	The only Canadian team left in the NBA, the Toronto Raptors[image: External link], after losing seventeen of eighteen to drop to 30–38, win twelve of their last fourteen to finish at 42–40 and go to the NBA playoffs as the seventh seed in the East.

	The New Jersey Nets[image: External link], who had never won fifty games in a season and had only been to the second round of the playoffs once, won 52 games to reach the Finals. With the Nets appearing in the Finals, the Denver Nuggets[image: External link] remain as of 2016–17 only former ABA team to have never reached the NBA Finals.

	2001–02 is one of the most memorable in the history of the Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]. The team got off to a division-leading 26–13 start, and were 10 games over .500 as late as March 6. However, the Bucks would proceed to lose 16 of their last 22 games and miss the playoffs, one of the biggest late-season collapses for a team that was contending for a division title in March.

	For the first time since 1985–86, no team won fewer than twenty games. The Chicago Bulls[image: External link] and Golden State Warriors[image: External link] both shared the league's worst record at 21–61. This had however previous occurred every season from 1973–74 to 1978–79 and from 1983–84 to 1985–86.[1]


	Former All-Star Jayson Williams[image: External link] was charged with the murder of his limo driver on February 14. He was immediately fired from his spot on NBC's Verizon Wireless at the Half shortly after appearing on TV during the All-Star Game the previous week.

	
Marv Albert[image: External link] and Mike Fratello[image: External link] were involved in a limousine crash prior to the start of the 2002 Playoffs and were unable to announce for NBC. Albert returned to announce the 2002 Western Conference Finals and NBA Finals.

	The 2002 NBA Playoffs featured several controversial last-second shots. During Game 4 of the series between the Charlotte Hornets[image: External link] and Orlando Magic[image: External link], Baron Davis hit a three-pointer at the buzzer that should have counted, but was waved off. Later, Reggie Miller of the Indiana Pacers[image: External link] was awarded a game-tying three-pointer from half-court against the New Jersey Nets[image: External link] that should not have counted, but was. In the Western Conference Finals between the Sacramento Kings[image: External link] and Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link], Lakers forward Samaki Walker hit a three-pointer to end the half that should not have counted (the three points would later haunt the Kings as Robert Horry won the game on a last second shot). After the playoffs ended, it was decided that instant replay was needed in the NBA. In addition, the NBA installed red light beams on the backboard to determine the end of the shot clock and/or the game clock.

	This season marked the first time the league's scoring leader (in this case Allen Iverson) failed to make the All-NBA First Team.

	This was the last season the NBA Playoffs first round format was a best of five game series, it was changed in the 2003 NBA Playoffs to a best of seven game series.

	Zone Defense was allowed.

	Defensive three-second violation was introduced.
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 By division







	

	Eastern Conference[image: External link]





	
Atlantic Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	52
	30
	.634
	–
	33–8
	19–22
	16–8



	x-Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	3
	27–14
	22–19
	17–7



	x-Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	8
	27–14
	17–24
	12–12



	x-Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	9
	22–19
	21–20
	14–11



	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	37
	45
	.451
	15
	22–19
	15–26
	12–13



	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	36
	46
	.439
	16
	18–23
	18–23
	10–14



	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	30
	52
	.366
	22
	19–22
	11–30
	4–20






	
Central Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	–
	26–15
	24–17
	20–8



	x-Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	6
	21–20
	23–18
	17–11



	x-Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	8
	24–17
	18–23
	17–11



	x-Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	8
	25–16
	17–24
	13–15



	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	9
	25–16
	16–25
	17–11



	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	17
	23–18
	10–31
	11–17



	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	29
	53
	.354
	21
	20–21
	9–32
	12–16



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	21
	61
	.256
	29
	14–27
	7–34
	5–23





	

	Western Conference[image: External link]





	
Midwest Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	58
	24
	.707
	–
	32–9
	26–15
	21–3



	x-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	57
	25
	.695
	1
	30–11
	27–14
	16–8



	x-Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	8
	29–12
	21–20
	15–9



	x-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	14
	25–16
	19–22
	8–16



	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	28
	54
	.341
	30
	18–23
	10–31
	9–15



	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	27
	55
	.329
	31
	20–21
	7–34
	8–16



	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	23
	59
	.280
	35
	15–26
	8–33
	7–17






	
Pacific Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	61
	21
	.744
	–
	36–5
	25–16
	15–9



	x-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	58
	24
	.707
	3
	34–7
	24–17
	16–8



	x-Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	12
	30–11
	19–22
	14–10



	x-Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	16
	26–15
	19–22
	13–11



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	39
	43
	.476
	22
	25–16
	14–27
	9–15



	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	36
	46
	.439
	25
	23–18
	13–28
	12–12



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	21
	61
	.256
	40
	14–27
	7–34
	5–19












[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 By conference







	


	#
	
Eastern Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	c-New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	52
	30
	.634
	–



	2
	y- Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	2



	3
	x-Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	3



	4
	x-Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	8



	5
	x-Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	8



	6
	x- Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	9



	7
	x-Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	10



	8
	x-Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	10



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	11



	10
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	37
	45
	.451
	15



	11
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	36
	46
	.439
	16



	12
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	19



	13
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	30
	52
	.366
	22



	14
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	29
	53
	.354
	23



	15
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	21
	61
	.256
	31





	


	#
	
Western Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	61
	21
	.744
	–



	2
	y-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	58
	24
	.707
	3



	3
	x-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	58
	24
	.707
	3



	4
	x-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	57
	25
	.695
	4



	5
	x-Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	11



	6
	x-Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	12



	7
	x-Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	16



	8
	x-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	17



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	39
	43
	.476
	22



	10
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	36
	46
	.439
	25



	11
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	28
	54
	.341
	33



	12
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	27
	55
	.329
	34



	13
	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	23
	59
	.280
	38



	14
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	21
	61
	.256
	40

















Notes


	
z – Clinched home court advantage for the entire playoffs

	
c – Clinched home court advantage for the conference playoffs

	
y – Clinched division title

	
x – Clinched playoff spot
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 Playoffs




Teams in bold advanced to the next round. The numbers to the left of each team indicate the team's seeding in its conference, and the numbers to the right indicate the number of games the team won in that round. The division champions are marked by an asterisk. Home court advantage[image: External link] does not necessarily belong to the higher-seeded team, but instead the team with the better regular season record; teams enjoying the home advantage are shown in italics.

Main article: 2002 NBA Playoffs




	 
	First Round
	
	Conference Semifinals
	
	Conference Finals
	
	NBA Finals[image: External link]



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	
	E1
	New Jersey[image: External link]*
	3
	 



	
	E8
	Indiana[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	 
	E1
	New Jersey[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	



	
	 
	E4
	Charlotte[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	E4
	Charlotte[image: External link]
	3



	



	
	E5
	Orlando[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	
	 
	E1
	New Jersey[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	Eastern Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	E3
	Boston[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	E3
	Boston[image: External link]
	3
	 



	



	
	E6
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	 
	E3
	Boston[image: External link]
	4



	
	



	
	 
	E2
	Detroit[image: External link]*
	1
	 



	
	E2
	Detroit[image: External link]*
	3



	



	
	E7
	Toronto[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	
	 
	E1
	New Jersey[image: External link]*
	0



	
	
	



	
	 
	W3
	LA Lakers[image: External link]
	4



	
	W1
	Sacramento[image: External link]*
	3
	 



	



	
	W8
	Utah[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	 
	W1
	Sacramento[image: External link]*
	4



	
	



	
	 
	W4
	Dallas[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	W4
	Dallas[image: External link]
	3



	



	
	W5
	Minnesota[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	
	 
	W1
	Sacramento[image: External link]*
	3



	
	Western Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	W3
	LA Lakers[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	W3
	LA Lakers[image: External link]
	3
	 



	



	
	W6
	Portland[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	 
	W3
	LA Lakers[image: External link]
	4



	
	



	
	 
	W2
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	1
	 



	
	W2
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	3



	



	
	W7
	Seattle[image: External link]
	2
	 






* Division winner

Bold Series winner

Italic Team with home-court advantage



This bracket:

	view[image: External link]

	talk[image: External link]

	edit[image: External link]
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 Statistics leaders






	Category
	Player
	Team
	Stat



	Points per game
	Allen Iverson
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	31.4



	Rebounds per game
	Ben Wallace[image: External link]
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	13.0



	Assists per game
	Andre Miller
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	10.9



	Steals per game
	Allen Iverson
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	2.80



	Blocks per game
	Ben Wallace[image: External link]
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	3.48



	FG%
	Shaquille O'Neal
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	.579



	FT%
	Reggie Miller
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	.911



	3FG%
	Steve Smith[image: External link]
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	.472
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 Awards
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 Yearly awards





	
Most Valuable Player[image: External link]: Tim Duncan, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	
Rookie of the Year: Pau Gasol, Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]


	
Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link]: Ben Wallace[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	
Sixth Man of the Year[image: External link]: Corliss Williamson[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	
Most Improved Player[image: External link]: Jermaine O'Neal, Indiana Pacers[image: External link]


	
Coach of the Year[image: External link]: Rick Carlisle[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	
Executive of the Year[image: External link]: Rod Thorn[image: External link], New Jersey Nets[image: External link]


	
Sportsmanship Award[image: External link]: Steve Smith[image: External link], San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]







	

	
All-NBA First Team[image: External link]:

	F – Tracy McGrady, Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	F – Tim Duncan, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	C – Shaquille O'Neal, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G – Kobe Bryant, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G – Jason Kidd, New Jersey Nets[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Second Team:

	F – Kevin Garnett, Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	F – Dirk Nowitzki, Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]


	F – Chris Webber[image: External link], Sacramento Kings[image: External link]


	G – Gary Payton, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]


	G – Allen Iverson, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Third Team

	F – Jermaine O'Neal, Indiana Pacers[image: External link]


	F – Ben Wallace[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	C – Dikembe Mutombo, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]


	G – Paul Pierce[image: External link], Boston Celtics[image: External link]


	G – Steve Nash[image: External link], Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]


















	

	
NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link]:

	F – Tim Duncan, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	F – Kevin Garnett, Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	C – Ben Wallace[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	G – Gary Payton, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]


	G – Jason Kidd, New Jersey Nets[image: External link]









	

	
NBA All-Defensive Second Team

	F – Cliff Robinson[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	F – Bruce Bowen[image: External link], San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	C – Dikembe Mutombo, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]


	G – Doug Christie[image: External link], Sacramento Kings[image: External link]


	G – Kobe Bryant, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


















	

	
NBA All-Rookie First Team[image: External link]:

	
Shane Battier[image: External link], Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]


	
Pau Gasol, Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]


	
Andrei Kirilenko[image: External link], Utah Jazz[image: External link]


	
Tony Parker[image: External link], San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	
Jason Richardson[image: External link], Golden State Warriors[image: External link]









	

	
All-Rookie Second Team:

	
Eddie Griffin[image: External link], Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	
Richard Jefferson, New Jersey Nets[image: External link]


	
Joe Johnson[image: External link], Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	
Vladimir Radmanović[image: External link], Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]


	
Željko Rebrača[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	
Jamaal Tinsley[image: External link], Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
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 Players of the month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Players of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference



	
1October – November
	
Kidd, JasonJason Kidd (New Jersey Nets[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
2December
	
Pierce, PaulPaul Pierce[image: External link] (Boston Celtics[image: External link]) (1/2)

Walker, AntoineAntoine Walker (Boston Celtics[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Duncan, TimTim Duncan (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]) (1/2)




	
3January
	
Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson (Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Webber, ChrisChris Webber[image: External link] (Sacramento Kings[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
4February
	
McGrady, TracyTracy McGrady (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Garnett, KevinKevin Garnett (Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
5March
	
Wallace, BenBen Wallace[image: External link] (Detroit Pistons[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Marion, ShawnShawn Marion (Phoenix Suns[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
6April
	
Pierce, PaulPaul Pierce[image: External link] (Boston Celtics[image: External link]) (2/2)

	
Duncan, TimTim Duncan (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]) (2/2)
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 Rookies of the month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Rookies of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference



	
1October – November
	
Tinsley, JamaalJamaal Tinsley[image: External link] (Indiana Pacers[image: External link]) (1/2)

	
Gasol, PauPau Gasol (Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]) (1/3)




	
2December
	
Haywood, BrendanBrendan Haywood[image: External link] (Washington Wizards[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Battier, ShaneShane Battier[image: External link] (Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
3January
	
Jefferson, RichardRichard Jefferson (New Jersey Nets[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Gasol, PauPau Gasol (Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]) (2/3)




	
4February
	
Hassell, TrentonTrenton Hassell[image: External link] (Chicago Bulls[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Richardson, JasonJason Richardson[image: External link] (Golden State Warriors[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
5March
	
Tinsley, JamaalJamaal Tinsley[image: External link] (Indiana Pacers[image: External link]) (2/2)

	
Gasol, PauPau Gasol (Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]) (3/3)




	
6April
	
Rebrača, ŽeljkoŽeljko Rebrača[image: External link] (Detroit Pistons[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Arenas, GilbertGilbert Arenas[image: External link] (Golden State Warriors[image: External link]) (1/1)
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 Coaches of the month




The following coaches were named Coaches of the Month.



	Month
	Coach



	
1October – November
	
Brown, LarryLarry Brown (Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
2December
	
Collins, DougDoug Collins (Washington Wizards[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
3January
	
Adelman, RickRick Adelman[image: External link] (Sacramento Kings[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
4February
	
Carlisle, RickRick Carlisle[image: External link] (Detroit Pistons[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
5March
	
Popovich, GreggGregg Popovich[image: External link] (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
5April
	
Wilkens, LennyLenny Wilkens (Toronto Raptors[image: External link]) (1/1)
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2002–03 NBA Season






The 2002–03 NBA season was the 57th season of the National Basketball Association. The season ended with the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] beating[image: External link] the New Jersey Nets[image: External link] 4-2 in the 2003 NBA Finals[image: External link]. This would be Michael Jordan's last season in the NBA[image: External link] (National Basketball Association). This was also LeBron James first season in the NBA.
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 Notable occurrences






	Coaching changes



	Offseason



	Team
	2001–02 coach
	2002–03 coach



	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	Mike Evans[image: External link]
	Jeff Bzdelik[image: External link]



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Brian Winters[image: External link]
	Eric Musselman[image: External link]



	In-season



	Team
	Outgoing coach
	Incoming coach



	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	Lon Kruger[image: External link]
	Terry Stotts[image: External link]



	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	John Lucas
	Keith Smart[image: External link]



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Alvin Gentry[image: External link]
	Dennis Johnson



	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	Sidney Lowe[image: External link]
	Hubie Brown[image: External link]





	The Hornets[image: External link] relocate from Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link] to New Orleans, Louisiana[image: External link], leaving Charlotte without an NBA team until the Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link] (who would rename themselves the Hornets in 2014 following the New Orleans franchise's rebrand as the Pelicans the year before) were formed in 2004. They also play their first game at New Orleans Arena[image: External link]. As a result, the NBA prohibits NBA games (except national games) from being broadcast in the Carolinas for two seasons. Twelve years later, revised records between the two teams suggest that the Charlotte NBA franchise suspended operations following the original team's relocation to New Orleans, thereby theating the 2002-03 season as an establishing year for the New Orleans franchise.

	In their New Orleans debut (Oct. 30, 2002) against the city's former occupants, the Utah Jazz[image: External link], the Hornets posthumously retired Pete Maravich's No. 7, even though he never played for the team, but was honored for his basketball contributions to the city.

	The San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] played their first game at the SBC Center (now the AT&T Center[image: External link]).

	The Houston Rockets[image: External link] played their final game at the Compaq Center[image: External link] (formerly The Summit).

	The 2003 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link] was held at the Philips Arena[image: External link] in Atlanta[image: External link]. The West won 155-145 in double overtime, the longest All-Star game in NBA history. Minnesota's Kevin Garnett took the game's MVP honors. It was also the last time an Eastern Conference city hosted an All-Star Game (until 2012[image: External link]), and the last time a rookie played (until 2011[image: External link]) and started an All-Star game, with Yao Ming making his all-star debut.

	
Michael Jordan[image: External link] announces his third and final retirement. He plays his last game on April 16, 2003 in Philadelphia.

	
The NBA on ABC[image: External link] begins (replacing NBA on NBC[image: External link]) again after a 29-year hiatus when the NBA signs new television deals with TNT[image: External link] and the consortium of ABC[image: External link] and ESPN[image: External link]. This agreement significantly decreased the amount of games on network television, including the playoffs, in which very few games are shown on ABC, with the exception of the NBA Finals[image: External link], which are shown entirely on ABC. Also, both conference finals are shown live on cable for the first time.

	For the first time in NBA history, two former ABA teams contest each other in the NBA Finals[image: External link], the New Jersey Nets[image: External link] versus the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]. The Nets became the only team in NBA Finals history to wear a throwback uniform in a Finals game, wearing their 1976 home uniforms in Game 5.

	A new instant replay rule is in effect to help officials in determining close calls. Bright red lights are installed on the backboards and scoring tables to make the shot easier to figure out.

	The NBA changes the first round format from a best of five game series to a best of seven game series for the 2003 NBA Playoffs.

	A new low in television ratings for the NBA Finals is reached, replacing the 1981 series as the least watched Finals (later surpassed by the 2007 finals).

	On January 7, Kobe Bryant of the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] scored 45 points against the Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]. Kobe made nine consecutive three-pointers[image: External link] and finished with 12 overall, a new NBA record for most "3's" in a game, later tied by Donyell Marshall[image: External link] and broken by Stephen Curry[image: External link].

	Eight NBA teams (the Denver Nuggets[image: External link], Houston Rockets[image: External link], Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link], New Jersey Nets[image: External link], Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link], Phoenix Suns[image: External link], Sacramento Kings[image: External link], and Washington Wizards[image: External link]) wore throwback uniforms to celebrate the first ever NBA Hardwood Classics Nights, commemorating either a player milestone, team anniversary or championship anniversary. The NBA All-Star Game[image: External link] in Atlanta[image: External link] featured NBA players wearing the 1987 All-Star uniforms as an extension.

	The Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] debuted their white and gold alternate jerseys in a loss against the Sacramento Kings[image: External link] on December 25, 2002, at Staples Center. The jerseys were designed as a tribute to long-time announcer Chick Hearn, who died on August 5 from a head injury caused by a fall. The Lakers also sport a black patch in his honor.

	
Lenny Wilkens becomes the all-time leader in losses surpassing Bill Fitch.

	
Reebok[image: External link] became the official outfitter for NBA teams, except those still under contract with Nike[image: External link]. Reebok would later become the endorser for all NBA teams in 2004 until its merger and subsequent transfer to Adidas[image: External link] in 2006.

	
David Robinson announced his retirement. He would eventually go on to win the championship with the Spurs.

	The elimination of Utah Jazz in the first round of the playoffs marks the end of 18 year Karl Malone–John Stockton[image: External link] tandem. Stockton would go on to retire, while Malone would play with the Lakers next season before retiring in mid-2004.
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 Standings
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 By division







	

	Eastern Conference[image: External link]





	
Atlantic Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	–
	33–8
	16–25
	16–8



	x-Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	48
	34
	.585
	1
	25–16
	23–18
	17–7



	x-Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	5
	25–16
	19–22
	13–12



	x-Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	7
	26–15
	16–25
	14–11



	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	37
	45
	.451
	12
	23–18
	14–27
	11–13



	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	37
	45
	.451
	12
	24–17
	13–28
	9–15



	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	25
	57
	.305
	24
	16–25
	9–32
	5–19






	
Central Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	–
	30–11
	20–21
	19–9



	x-Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	48
	34
	.585
	2
	32–9
	16–25
	19–9



	x-New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	3
	29–12
	18–23
	17–11



	x-Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	8
	25–16
	17–24
	16–12



	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	35
	47
	.427
	15
	26–15
	9–32
	14–14



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	30
	52
	.366
	20
	27–14
	3–38
	12–16



	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	24
	58
	.293
	26
	15–26
	9–32
	10–18



	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	17
	65
	.207
	33
	14–27
	3–38
	5–23





	

	Western Conference[image: External link]





	
Midwest Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	60
	22
	.732
	–
	33–8
	27–14
	17–7



	x-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	60
	22
	.732
	–
	33–8
	27–14
	18–6



	x-Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	51
	31
	.622
	9
	33–8
	18–23
	15–9



	x-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	13
	29–12
	18–23
	15–9



	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	17
	28–13
	15–26
	11–13



	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	28
	54
	.341
	32
	20–21
	8–33
	5–17



	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	17
	65
	.207
	43
	13–28
	4–37
	3–21






	
Pacific Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	59
	23
	.720
	–
	35–6
	24–17
	17–7



	x-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	9
	31–10
	19–22
	15–9



	x-Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	9
	27–14
	23–18
	15–9



	x-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	15
	30–11
	14–27
	12–12



	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	19
	25–16
	15–26
	11–13



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	38
	44
	.463
	21
	24–17
	14–27
	8–16



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	27
	55
	.329
	32
	16–25
	11–30
	6–18
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 By conference







	


	#
	
Eastern Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	c-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	–



	2
	y-New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	1



	3
	x-Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	48
	34
	.585
	2



	4
	x-Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	48
	34
	.585
	2



	5
	x-New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	3



	6
	x-Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	6



	7
	x-Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	8



	8
	x-Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	8



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	37
	45
	.451
	13



	9
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	37
	45
	.451
	13



	11
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	35
	47
	.427
	15



	12
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	30
	52
	.366
	20



	13
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	25
	57
	.305
	25



	14
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	24
	58
	.293
	26



	15
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	17
	65
	.207
	33








	


	#
	
Western Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	60
	22
	.732
	–



	2
	y-Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	59
	23
	.720
	1



	3
	x-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	60
	22
	.732
	–



	4
	x-Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	51
	31
	.622
	9



	5
	x-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	10



	6
	x-Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	10



	7
	x-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	13



	8
	x-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	16



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	17



	10
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	20



	11
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	38
	44
	.463
	22



	12
	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	28
	54
	.341
	32



	13
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	27
	55
	.329
	33



	14
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	17
	65
	.207
	43














Notes


	
z – Clinched home court advantage for the entire playoffs

	
c – Clinched home court advantage for the conference playoffs

	
y – Clinched division title

	
x – Clinched playoff spot
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 Playoffs




Teams in bold advanced to the next round. The numbers to the left of each team indicate the team's seeding in its conference, and the numbers to the right indicate the number of games the team won in that round. The division champions are marked by an asterisk. Home court advantage[image: External link] does not necessarily belong to the higher-seeded team, but instead the team with the better regular season record; teams enjoying the home advantage are shown in italics.

Main article: 2003 NBA Playoffs




	 
	First Round
	
	Conference Semifinals
	
	Conference Finals
	
	NBA Finals[image: External link]



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	
	E1
	Detroit[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E8
	Orlando[image: External link]
	3
	 



	
	 
	E1
	Detroit[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	



	
	 
	E4
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	E4
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	4



	



	
	E5
	New Orleans[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	
	 
	E1
	Detroit[image: External link]*
	0
	 



	
	Eastern Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	E2
	New Jersey[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E3
	Indiana[image: External link]
	2
	 



	



	
	E6
	Boston[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	 
	E6
	Boston[image: External link]
	0



	
	



	
	 
	E2
	New Jersey[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E2
	New Jersey[image: External link]*
	4



	



	
	E7
	Milwaukee[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	
	 
	E2
	New Jersey[image: External link]*
	2



	
	
	



	
	 
	W1
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	4



	
	W1
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	



	
	W8
	Phoenix[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	 
	W1
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	4



	
	



	
	 
	W5
	LA Lakers[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	W4
	Minnesota[image: External link]
	2



	



	
	W5
	LA Lakers[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	
	 
	W1
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	4



	
	Western Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	W3
	Dallas[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	W3
	Dallas[image: External link]
	4
	 



	



	
	W6
	Portland[image: External link]
	3
	 



	
	 
	W3
	Dallas[image: External link]
	4



	
	



	
	 
	W2
	Sacramento[image: External link]*
	3
	 



	
	W2
	Sacramento[image: External link]*
	4



	



	
	W7
	Utah[image: External link]
	1
	 






* Division winner

Bold Series winner

Italic Team with home-court advantage



This bracket:

	view[image: External link]

	talk[image: External link]

	edit[image: External link]
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 Statistics leaders






	Category
	Player
	Team
	Stat



	Points per game
	Tracy McGrady
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	32.1



	Rebounds per game
	Ben Wallace[image: External link]
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	15.5



	Assists per game
	Jason Kidd
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	9.0



	Steals per game
	Allen Iverson
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	2.74



	Blocks per game
	Theo Ratliff
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	3.23



	FG%
	Eddy Curry[image: External link]
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	.585



	FT%
	Allan Houston[image: External link]
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	.919



	3FG%
	Bruce Bowen[image: External link]
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	.441
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 Awards
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 Yearly awards





	
Most Valuable Player[image: External link]: Tim Duncan, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	
Rookie of the Year: Amar'e Stoudemire, Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	
Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link]: Ben Wallace[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	
Sixth Man of the Year[image: External link]: Bobby Jackson[image: External link], Sacramento Kings[image: External link]


	
Most Improved Player[image: External link]: Gilbert Arenas[image: External link], Golden State Warriors[image: External link]


	
Coach of the Year[image: External link]: Gregg Popovich[image: External link], San Antonio Spurs

	
Executive of the Year[image: External link]: Joe Dumars[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	
Sportsmanship Award[image: External link]: Ray Allen, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]







	

	
All-NBA First Team[image: External link]:

	F – Kevin Garnett, Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	F – Tim Duncan, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	C – Shaquille O'Neal, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G – Kobe Bryant, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G – Tracy McGrady, Orlando Magic[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Second Team:

	F – Dirk Nowitzki, Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]


	F – Chris Webber[image: External link], Sacramento Kings[image: External link]


	C – Ben Wallace[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	G – Jason Kidd, New Jersey Nets[image: External link]


	G – Allen Iverson, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Third Team:

	F – Paul Pierce[image: External link], Boston Celtics[image: External link]


	F – Jamal Mashburn[image: External link], New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]


	C – Jermaine O'Neal, Indiana Pacers[image: External link]


	G – Stephon Marbury, Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	G – Steve Nash[image: External link], Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]


















	

	
NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link]

	F – Tim Duncan, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	F – Kevin Garnett, Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	C – Ben Wallace[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	G – Doug Christie[image: External link], Sacramento Kings[image: External link]


	G – Kobe Bryant, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]









	

	
All-Defensive Second Team:

	F – Ron Artest[image: External link], Indiana Pacers[image: External link]


	F – Bruce Bowen[image: External link], San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	C – Shaquille O'Neal, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G – Jason Kidd, New Jersey Nets[image: External link]


	G – Eric Snow, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]


















	

	
NBA All-Rookie First Team[image: External link]:

	
Yao Ming, Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	
Amar'e Stoudemire, Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	
Caron Butler[image: External link], Miami Heat[image: External link]


	
Drew Gooden[image: External link], Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	
Nenê Hilario[image: External link], Denver Nuggets[image: External link]









	

	
All-Rookie Second Team:

	G – Manu Ginóbili[image: External link], San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	G – Gordan Giricek[image: External link], Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	F – Carlos Boozer, Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]


	G – Jay Williams[image: External link], Chicago Bulls[image: External link]


	G – J. R. Bremer[image: External link], Boston Celtics[image: External link]
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 Players of the month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Players of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference



	
1October – November
	
McGrady, TracyTracy McGrady (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (1/2)

	
Finley, MichaelMichael Finley[image: External link] (Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]) (1/1)

Nash, SteveSteve Nash[image: External link] (Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]) (1/1)

Nowitzki, DirkDirk Nowitzki (Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
2December
	
Kidd, JasonJason Kidd (New Jersey Nets[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Webber, ChrisChris Webber[image: External link] (Sacramento Kings[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
3January
	
O'Neal, JermaineJermaine O'Neal (Indiana Pacers[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
4February
	
Mashburn, JamalJamal Mashburn[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Garnett, KevinKevin Garnett (Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]) (1/2)




	
5March
	
McGrady, TracyTracy McGrady (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (2/2)

	
O'Neal, ShaquilleShaquille O'Neal (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
6April
	
Magloire, JamaalJamaal Magloire[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Garnett, KevinKevin Garnett (Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]) (2/2)
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 Rookies of the month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Rookies of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference



	
1October – November
	
Butler, CaronCaron Butler[image: External link] (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (1/4)

	
Gooden, DrewDrew Gooden[image: External link] (Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
2December
	
Williams, JayJay Williams[image: External link] (Chicago Bulls[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Yao Ming (Houston Rockets[image: External link]) (1/2)




	
3January
	
Butler, CaronCaron Butler[image: External link] (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (2/4)

	
Stoudemire, Amar'eAmar'e Stoudemire (Phoenix Suns[image: External link]) (1/2)




	
4February
	
Butler, CaronCaron Butler[image: External link] (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (3/4)

	
Yao Ming (Houston Rockets[image: External link]) (2/2)




	
5March
	
Butler, CaronCaron Butler[image: External link] (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (4/4)

	
Ginóbili, ManuManu Ginóbili[image: External link] (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
6April
	
Boozer, CarlosCarlos Boozer (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Stoudemire, Amar'eAmar'e Stoudemire (Phoenix Suns[image: External link]) (2/2)
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 Coaches of the month




The following coaches were named the Eastern and Western Conference Coaches of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference



	
1October – November
	
Thomas, IsiahIsiah Thomas (Indiana Pacers[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Nelson, DonDon Nelson (Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
2December
	
Scott, ByronByron Scott[image: External link] (New Jersey Nets[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Johnson, FrankFrank Johnson[image: External link] (Phoenix Suns[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
3January
	
Karl, GeorgeGeorge Karl[image: External link] (Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Popovich, GreggGregg Popovich[image: External link] (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]) (1/2)




	
4February
	
Brown, LarryLarry Brown (Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]) (1/2)

	
Saunders, FlipFlip Saunders[image: External link] (Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
5March
	
Brown, LarryLarry Brown (Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]) (2/2)

	
Popovich, GreggGregg Popovich[image: External link] (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]) (2/2)




	
5April
	
Silas, PaulPaul Silas[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Jackson, PhilPhil Jackson (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/1)






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 References








Categories[image: External link]:

	2002–03 NBA season[image: External link]

	2002–03 in American basketball by league[image: External link]

	2002–03 in Canadian basketball[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 15 June 2017, at 03:12.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article 2002–03 NBA Season: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2002%E2%80%9303_NBA_season [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=2002%E2%80%9303_NBA_season [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Notable occurrences

	2 Final standings

	3 Playoffs

	4 Statistics leaders

	5 Awards

	6 References





2005–06 NBA Season






The 2005–06 NBA season was the 60th season of the National Basketball Association. It began on November 1, 2005 and ran through April 19, 2006. The Miami Heat[image: External link] were crowned NBA champions, defeating the Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] in the NBA Finals[image: External link], 4–2.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notable occurrences





	A new league dress code[image: External link] was put into effect at the beginning of the year by commissioner David Stern.

	The Miami Heat[image: External link] win their first NBA championship in franchise history. They become the third franchise (joining the 1969 Boston Celtics[image: External link], 1977 Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link], and 2016 Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) to win the NBA Finals after losing the first two games. They are also the first of the four 1988/89 expansion franchises to win a championship.

	The All-Star Game[image: External link] was played on February 19, 2006 at the Toyota Center[image: External link] in Houston[image: External link] with the East beating the West 122–120. LeBron James of the Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] won the game's MVP honors.

	This season marked the first season of the Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link] in their new arena[image: External link] in downtown Charlotte[image: External link].

	Due to the damages caused by Hurricane Katrina[image: External link], the New Orleans Hornets[image: External link] played 32 regular season games in the Ford Center[image: External link] in Oklahoma City[image: External link], 6 games at LSU[image: External link]'s Pete Maravich Assembly Center[image: External link], and just 3 games at the New Orleans Arena[image: External link] in New Orleans[image: External link] in March.[1] Due to the split, the team was officially referred to as the New Orleans/Oklahoma City Hornets[image: External link].

	This season marked the first under the NBA's new Collective Bargaining Agreement[image: External link], agreed upon by the owners and the player union on June 21.

	The season was marked by the 30th anniversary of the absorption of four American Basketball Association[image: External link] members into the league: The Indiana Pacers[image: External link], the New Jersey Nets[image: External link], the Denver Nuggets[image: External link] and the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] all joined in 1976.

	On January 22, 2006, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] guard Kobe Bryant scored 81 points in a game against the Toronto Raptors[image: External link]. This was the second-highest single game scoring total in league history, second only to Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link]'s 100-point game[image: External link] in 1962.

	
Scottie Pippen[image: External link] ( Bulls[image: External link]), Karl Malone ( Jazz[image: External link]), and Reggie Miller ( Pacers[image: External link]) had their numbers retired by their respective franchises.

	The NBA held the Hardwood Classics program for the fifth straight season. The Bulls[image: External link], Rockets[image: External link], Clippers[image: External link], Grizzlies[image: External link], Heat[image: External link], Nets[image: External link], Knicks[image: External link], Magic[image: External link], Suns[image: External link], Sonics[image: External link], and Wizards[image: External link] all took part by wearing throwback jerseys for select games.

	On the last day of the regular season, Ray Allen broke the single season record for most three-pointers, at 269.[2]


	The NBA Finals was jokingly referred to as the "American Airlines" series since both competing teams played in an arena sponsored by the same airline. The Miami Heat[image: External link] play their games at American Airlines Arena[image: External link] while the Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] reside in the American Airlines Center[image: External link].

	All five teams in the Central Division[image: External link] made the playoffs, marking the first time all teams in a division made the playoffs since the entire Midwest Division[image: External link] made it 20 years before[image: External link].

	The Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link] made it back to the playoffs for the first time since 1997 and won their first playoff series since 1976 when they were still known as the Buffalo Braves[image: External link].

	The Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] and Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link] sport a patch in their warmups in memory of Hall of Fame player George Mikan, who died June 1, 2005 at the age of 80.

	On June 20, 2006, the Miami Heat clinched the NBA Finals, with Wade being the Finals MVP, averaging the third highest points per game in finals history, at 34.7, the highest points per a four-game stretch in finals history, at 39.3, and the highest PER in finals history, at 33.8.
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 Coaching changes






	Offseason



	Team
	2004–05 coach
	2005–06 coach



	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Brendan Malone[image: External link]
	Mike Brown[image: External link]



	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Larry Brown
	Flip Saunders[image: External link]



	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Frank Hamblen[image: External link]
	Phil Jackson



	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	Terry Porter[image: External link]
	Terry Stotts[image: External link]



	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	Kevin McHale
	Dwane Casey[image: External link]



	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Herb Williams[image: External link]
	Larry Brown



	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Chris Jent[image: External link]
	Brian Hill[image: External link]



	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Jim O'Brien
	Maurice Cheeks[image: External link]



	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	Kevin Pritchard[image: External link]
	Nate McMillan



	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	Nate McMillan
	Bob Weiss[image: External link]



	In-season



	Team
	Outgoing coach
	Incoming coach



	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Stan Van Gundy[image: External link]
	Pat Riley



	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	Bob Weiss[image: External link]
	Bob Hill[image: External link]
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 Final standings
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 By division







	

	Eastern Conference[image: External link]





	
Atlantic Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	-
	29–12
	20–21
	10–6



	Philadelphia 76ers
	38
	44
	.463
	6
	23–18
	15–26
	10–6



	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	12
	21–20
	12–29
	10–6



	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	27
	55
	.329
	14
	15–26
	12–29
	6–10



	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	23
	59
	.280
	23
	15–26
	8–33
	4–12






	
Central Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	64
	18
	.780
	-
	37–4
	27–14
	13–3



	x-Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	14
	31–10
	19–22
	11–5



	x-Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	23
	27–14
	14–27
	6–10



	x-Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	23
	21–20
	20–21
	4–12



	x-Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	24
	25–16
	15–26
	6–10






	
Southeast Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	52
	30
	.634
	-
	31–10
	21–20
	13–3



	x-Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	10
	27–14
	15–26
	8–8



	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	36
	46
	.439
	16
	26–15
	10–31
	9–7



	Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	26
	56
	.317
	26
	17–24
	9–32
	5–11



	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	26
	56
	.317
	26
	18–23
	8–33
	5–11





	

	Western Conference[image: External link]





	
Northwest Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	-
	26–15
	18–23
	10–6



	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	3
	22–19
	19–22
	11–5



	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	35
	47
	.427
	9
	22–19
	13–28
	10–6



	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	11
	24–17
	9–32
	6–10



	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	21
	61
	.256
	23
	15–26
	6–35
	3–13






	
Pacific Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	-
	31–10
	23–18
	10–6



	x-Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	7
	27–14
	20–21
	7–9



	x-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	9
	27–14
	18–23
	9–7



	x-Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	10
	27–14
	17–24
	10–6



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	34
	48
	.415
	20
	21–20
	13–28
	4–12






	
Southwest Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	63
	19
	.768
	-
	34–7
	29–12
	13–3



	x-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	60
	22
	.732
	3
	34–7
	26–15
	13–3



	x-Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	14
	30–11
	19–22
	6–10



	New Orleans/Oklahoma City Hornets[image: External link]
	38
	44
	.463
	25
	24–17
	14–27
	7–9



	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	34
	48
	.415
	29
	15–26
	19–22
	1–15
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 By conference







	


	
Eastern Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	#
	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	64
	18
	.780
	-



	2
	y-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	52
	30
	.634
	12



	3
	y-New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	15



	4
	x-Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	14



	5
	x-Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	22



	6
	x-Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	23



	7
	x-Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	23



	8
	x-Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	24



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Philadelphia 76ers
	38
	44
	.463
	26



	10
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	36
	46
	.439
	28



	11
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	31



	12
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	27
	55
	.329
	37



	13
	Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	26
	56
	.317
	38



	14
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	26
	56
	.317
	38



	15
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	23
	59
	.280
	41





	


	#
	
Western Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	c-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	63
	19
	.768
	-



	2
	y-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	9



	3
	y-Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	19



	4
	x-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	60
	22
	.732
	3



	5
	x-Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	49
	33
	.598
	14



	6
	x-Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	16



	7
	x-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	18



	8
	x-Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	19



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	22



	10
	New Orleans/Oklahoma City Hornets[image: External link]
	38
	44
	.463
	25



	11
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	35
	47
	.427
	28



	12
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	34
	48
	.415
	29



	13
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	34
	48
	.415
	29



	14
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	30



	15
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	21
	61
	.256
	42











Notes


	
z – Clinched home court advantage for the entire playoffs

	
c – Clinched home court advantage for the conference playoffs

	
x – Clinched playoff spot

	
y – Clinched division title




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Playoffs




Teams in bold advanced to the next round. The numbers to the left of each team indicate the team's seeding in its conference, and the numbers to the right indicate the number of games the team won in that round. The division champions are marked by an asterisk. Home court advantage[image: External link] does not necessarily belong to the higher-seeded team, but instead the team with the better regular season record; teams enjoying the home advantage are shown in italics.

Main article: 2006 NBA Playoffs[image: External link]




	 
	First Round
	
	Conference Semifinals
	
	Conference Finals
	
	NBA Finals[image: External link]



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	
	E1
	Detroit[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E8
	Milwaukee[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	 
	E1
	Detroit[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	



	
	 
	E4
	Cleveland[image: External link]
	3
	 



	
	E4
	Cleveland[image: External link]
	4



	



	
	E5
	Washington[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	
	 
	E1
	Detroit[image: External link]*
	2
	 



	
	Eastern Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	E2
	Miami[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E3
	New Jersey[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	



	
	E6
	Indiana[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	 
	E3
	New Jersey[image: External link]*
	1



	
	



	
	 
	E2
	Miami[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E2
	Miami[image: External link]*
	4



	



	
	E7
	Chicago[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	
	 
	E2
	Miami[image: External link]*
	4



	
	
	



	
	 
	W4
	Dallas[image: External link]
	2



	
	W1
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	



	
	W8
	Sacramento[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	 
	W1
	San Antonio[image: External link]*
	3



	
	



	
	 
	W4
	Dallas[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	W4
	Dallas[image: External link]
	4



	



	
	W5
	Memphis[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	
	 
	W4
	Dallas[image: External link]
	4



	
	Western Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	W2
	Phoenix[image: External link]*
	2
	 



	
	W3
	Denver[image: External link]*
	1
	 



	



	
	W6
	LA Clippers[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	 
	W6
	LA Clippers[image: External link]
	3



	
	



	
	 
	W2
	Phoenix[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	W2
	Phoenix[image: External link]*
	4



	



	
	W7
	LA Lakers[image: External link]
	3
	 






* Division winner

Bold Series winner

Italic Team with home-court advantage



This bracket:

	view[image: External link]

	talk[image: External link]

	edit[image: External link]
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 Statistics leaders






	Category
	Player
	Team
	Stat



	Points per game
	Kobe Bryant
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	35.4



	Rebounds per game
	Kevin Garnett
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	12.7



	Assists per game
	Steve Nash[image: External link]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	10.5



	Steals per game
	Gerald Wallace
	Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	2.51



	Blocks per game
	Marcus Camby
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	3.29



	FG%
	Shaquille O'Neal
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	.600



	FT%
	Steve Nash[image: External link]
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	.921



	3FG%
	Richard Hamilton[image: External link]
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	.458
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 Awards
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 Yearly awards





	
Most Valuable Player[image: External link]: Steve Nash[image: External link], Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	
Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link]: Ben Wallace[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	
Rookie of the Year: Chris Paul[image: External link], New Orleans/Oklahoma City Hornets[image: External link]


	
Sixth Man of the Year[image: External link]: Mike Miller, Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]


	
Most Improved Player[image: External link]: Boris Diaw[image: External link], Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	
Coach of the Year[image: External link]: Avery Johnson[image: External link], Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]


	
Executive of the Year[image: External link]: Elgin Baylor, Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]


	
Sportsmanship Award[image: External link]: Elton Brand, Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]







	

	
All-NBA First Team[image: External link]:

	F LeBron James – Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]


	F Dirk Nowitzki – Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]


	C Shaquille O'Neal – Miami Heat[image: External link]


	G Kobe Bryant – Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G Steve Nash[image: External link] – Phoenix Suns[image: External link]






	
NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link]:

	
Bruce Bowen[image: External link] – San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	
Ben Wallace[image: External link] – Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	
Andrei Kirilenko[image: External link] – Utah Jazz[image: External link]


	
Ron Artest[image: External link] – Sacramento Kings[image: External link]


	
Kobe Bryant – Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	
Jason Kidd – New Jersey Nets[image: External link]






	
NBA All-Rookie First Team[image: External link]:

	
Chris Paul[image: External link] – New Orleans/Oklahoma City Hornets[image: External link]


	
Charlie Villanueva[image: External link] – Toronto Raptors[image: External link]


	
Andrew Bogut – Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]


	
Deron Williams[image: External link] – Utah Jazz[image: External link]


	
Channing Frye[image: External link] – New York Knicks[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Second Team:

	F Elton Brand – Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]


	F Tim Duncan – San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	C Ben Wallace[image: External link] – Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	G Dwyane Wade – Miami Heat[image: External link]


	G Chauncey Billups – Detroit Pistons[image: External link]






	
NBA All-Defensive Second Team:

	
Tim Duncan – San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	
Chauncey Billups – Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	
Kevin Garnett – Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	
Marcus Camby – Denver Nuggets[image: External link]


	
Tayshaun Prince[image: External link] – Detroit Pistons[image: External link]






	
NBA All-Rookie Second Team:

	
Danny Granger[image: External link] – Indiana Pacers[image: External link]


	
Raymond Felton[image: External link] – Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]


	
Luther Head[image: External link] – Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	
Marvin Williams[image: External link] – Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]


	
Ryan Gomes[image: External link] – Boston Celtics[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Third Team:

	F Shawn Marion – Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	F Carmelo Anthony – Denver Nuggets[image: External link]


	C Yao Ming – Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	G Allen Iverson – Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]


	G Gilbert Arenas[image: External link] – Washington Wizards[image: External link]
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 Players of the month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Players of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	1October – November
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (1/2)
	Brand, EltonElton Brand (Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	2December
	Carter, VinceVince Carter (New Jersey Nets[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Nowitzki, DirkDirk Nowitzki (Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	3January
	Billups, ChaunceyChauncey Billups (Detroit Pistons[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/2)
	



	4February
	Wade, DwyaneDwyane Wade (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Marion, ShawnShawn Marion (Phoenix Suns[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	4March
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (2/2)
	Anthony, CarmeloCarmelo Anthony (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	5April
	Howard, DwightDwight Howard[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (2/2)
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 Rookies of the month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Rookies of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	01October – November
	Frye, ChanningChanning Frye[image: External link] (New York Knicks[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link] (New Orleans / Oklahoma City Hornets[image: External link]) (1/6)
	



	02December
	Villanueva, CharlieCharlie Villanueva[image: External link] (Toronto Raptors[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link] (New Orleans / Oklahoma City Hornets[image: External link]) (2/6)
	



	03January
	Bogut, AndrewAndrew Bogut (Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link] (New Orleans / Oklahoma City Hornets[image: External link]) (3/6)
	



	04February
	Felton, RaymondRaymond Felton[image: External link] (Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]) (1/3)
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link] (New Orleans / Oklahoma City Hornets[image: External link]) (4/6)
	



	05March
	Felton, RaymondRaymond Felton[image: External link] (Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]) (2/3)
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link] (New Orleans / Oklahoma City Hornets[image: External link]) (5/6)
	



	06April
	Felton, RaymondRaymond Felton[image: External link] (Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]) (3/3)
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link] (New Orleans / Oklahoma City Hornets[image: External link]) (6/6)
	





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 References






	
^ ESPN – Hornets will play three March games in New Orleans – NBA[image: External link]


	
^ NBA.com[image: External link]








Categories[image: External link]:
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NBA Rookie of the Year Award






The National Basketball Association's Rookie of the Year Award is an annual National Basketball Association (NBA) award given to the top rookie(s)[image: External link] of the regular season. Initiated following the 1952–53 NBA season[image: External link], it confers the Eddie Gottlieb[image: External link] Trophy, named after the former Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link] head coach.

The winner is selected by a panel of United States and Canadian sportswriters and broadcasters,[1] each casting first, second, and third place votes (worth five points, three points, and one point respectively). The player(s) with the highest point total, regardless of the number of first-place votes, wins the award.[2]

The most recent Rookie of the Year winner is Karl-Anthony Towns[image: External link]. Twenty-one winners were drafted first overall. Fourteen winners have also won the NBA Most Valuable Player[image: External link] (MVP) award in their careers; Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link] and Wes Unseld earning both honors the same season. Nineteen of the forty two non-active winners have been elected to the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame. Three seasons had joint winners—Dave Cowens and Geoff Petrie in the 1970–71 season[image: External link], Grant Hill[image: External link] and Jason Kidd in the 1994–95 season[image: External link], and Elton Brand and Steve Francis in the 1999–2000 season.[3] Five players won the award unanimously (by capturing all of the first-place votes) – Ralph Sampson, David Robinson, Blake Griffin, Damian Lillard[image: External link], and Karl-Anthony Towns[image: External link].[4]

Patrick Ewing[image: External link] of Jamaica,[5] Pau Gasol of Spain, Kyrie Irving[image: External link] of Australia and Andrew Wiggins[image: External link] of Canada are the only winners not born in the United States. Ewing immigrated to the Boston area[image: External link] at age 11, Irving moved to the United States at age 2, and Wiggins moved to the U.S. as a junior in high school; Gasol is the only winner trained totally outside the U.S..



TOP
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 Winners






	Key



	^
	Denotes player who is still active in the NBA



	*
	Elected to the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame




	
	Denotes unanimous winners



	DP #
	Draft pick number



	DY
	Draft year



	T
	Territorial pick[image: External link]






	Rookie of the Year



	Season
	Player
	Position
	Nationality
	Team
	DP #
	DY



	1952–53[image: External link]
	Meineke, DonDon Meineke
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Fort Wayne Pistons[image: External link]
	12
	1952



	1953–54[image: External link]
	Felix, RayRay Felix
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]
	1
	1953



	1954–55[image: External link]
	Pettit, BobBob Pettit*
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Milwaukee Hawks[image: External link]
	2
	1954



	1955–56[image: External link]
	Stokes, MauriceMaurice Stokes*
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Rochester Royals[image: External link]
	2
	1955



	1956–57[image: External link]
	Heinsohn, TomTom Heinsohn*
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	T[image: External link]
	1956



	1957–58[image: External link]
	Sauldsberry, WoodyWoody Sauldsberry
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	60
	1957



	1958–59[image: External link]
	Baylor, ElginElgin Baylor*
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link]
	1
	1958



	1959–60[image: External link]
	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain[image: External link]*[a]
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	T[image: External link]
	1959



	1960–61[image: External link]
	Robertson, OscarOscar Robertson*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	1/ T[image: External link]
	1960



	1961–62[image: External link]
	Bellamy, WaltWalt Bellamy*
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Chicago Packers[image: External link]
	1
	1961



	1962–63[image: External link]
	Dischinger, TerryTerry Dischinger
	Forward[image: External link]/ Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Chicago Zephyrs[image: External link]
	8
	1962



	1963–64[image: External link]
	Lucas, JerryJerry Lucas[image: External link]*[b]
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	T[image: External link]
	1962[b]



	1964–65[image: External link]
	Reed, WillisWillis Reed[image: External link]*
	Center[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	8
	1964



	1965–66[image: External link]
	Barry, RickRick Barry*
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	San Francisco Warriors[image: External link]
	2
	1965



	1966–67[image: External link]
	Bing, DaveDave Bing*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	2
	1966



	1967–68[image: External link]
	Monroe, EarlEarl Monroe*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]
	2
	1967



	1968–69[image: External link]
	Unseld, WesWes Unseld*[a]
	Center[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]
	2
	1968



	1969–70[image: External link]
	Alcindor, LewLew Alcindor[image: External link]*
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	1
	1969



	1970–71[image: External link][c]
	Cowens, DaveDave Cowens*
	Center[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	4
	1970



	1970–71[image: External link][c]
	Petrie, GeoffGeoff Petrie
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	8
	1970



	1971–72[image: External link]
	Wicks, SidneySidney Wicks
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	2
	1971



	1972–73[image: External link]
	McAdoo, BobBob McAdoo*
	Center[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Buffalo Braves[image: External link]
	2
	1972



	1973–74[image: External link]
	DiGregorio, ErnieErnie DiGregorio
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Buffalo Braves[image: External link]
	3
	1973



	1974–75[image: External link]
	Wilkes, JamaalJamaal Wilkes*
	Forward[image: External link]/ Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	11
	1974



	1975–76[image: External link]
	Adams, AlvanAlvan Adams
	Center[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	4
	1975



	1976–77[image: External link]
	Dantley, AdrianAdrian Dantley*
	Forward[image: External link]/ Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Buffalo Braves[image: External link]
	6
	1976



	1977–78[image: External link]
	Davis, WalterWalter Davis
	Guard[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	5
	1977



	1978–79[image: External link]
	Ford, PhilPhil Ford
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Kansas City Kings[image: External link]
	2
	1978



	1979–80[image: External link]
	Bird, LarryLarry Bird[image: External link]*[d]
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	6
	1978[d]



	1980–81[image: External link]
	Griffith, DarrellDarrell Griffith
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	2
	1980



	1981–82[image: External link]
	Williams, BuckBuck Williams
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	3
	1981



	1982–83[image: External link]
	Cummings, TerryTerry Cummings
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	San Diego Clippers[image: External link]
	2
	1982



	1983–84[image: External link]
	Sampson, RalphRalph Sampson*
	Center[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	1
	1983



	1984–85[image: External link]
	Jordan, MichaelMichael Jordan[image: External link]*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	3
	1984



	1985–86[image: External link]
	Ewing, PatrickPatrick Ewing[image: External link]*
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States[e]
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	1
	1985



	1986–87[image: External link]
	Person, ChuckChuck Person
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	4
	1986



	1987–88[image: External link]
	Jackson, MarkMark Jackson
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	18
	1987



	1988–89[image: External link]
	Richmond, MitchMitch Richmond*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	5
	1988



	1989–90[image: External link]
	Robinson, DavidDavid Robinson*[f]
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	1
	1987[f]



	1990–91[image: External link]
	Coleman, DerrickDerrick Coleman
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	1
	1990



	1991–92[image: External link]
	Johnson, LarryLarry Johnson[image: External link]
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	1
	1991



	1992–93[image: External link]
	O'Neal, ShaquilleShaquille O'Neal*
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	1
	1992



	1993–94[image: External link]
	Webber, ChrisChris Webber[image: External link]
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	1
	1993



	1994–95[image: External link][c]
	Hill, GrantGrant Hill[image: External link]
	Forward[image: External link]/ Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	3
	1994



	1994–95[image: External link][c]
	Kidd, JasonJason Kidd
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	2
	1994



	1995–96[image: External link]
	Stoudamire, DamonDamon Stoudamire
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	7
	1995



	1996–97
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson*
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	1
	1996



	1997–98
	Duncan, TimTim Duncan
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States[g]
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	1
	1997



	1998–99
	Carter, VinceVince Carter^
	Guard[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	5
	1998



	1999–00[c]
	Brand, EltonElton Brand
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	1
	1999



	1999–00[c]
	Francis, SteveSteve Francis
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	2
	1999



	2000–01
	Miller, MikeMike Miller^
	Forward[image: External link]/ Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	5
	2000



	2001–02
	Gasol, PauPau Gasol^
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 Spain
	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	3
	2001



	2002–03
	Stoudemire, Amar'eAmar'e Stoudemire
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	9
	2002



	2003–04
	James, LeBronLeBron James^
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	1
	2003



	2004–05
	Okafor, EmekaEmeka Okafor
	Center[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	2
	2004



	2005–06
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link]^
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	New Orleans/Oklahoma City Hornets[image: External link]
	4
	2005



	2006–07
	Roy, BrandonBrandon Roy
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	6
	2006



	2007–08
	Durant, KevinKevin Durant^
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	2
	2007



	2008–09
	Rose, DerrickDerrick Rose^
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	1
	2008



	2009–10
	Evans, TyrekeTyreke Evans^
	Guard[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	4
	2009



	2010–11[image: External link]
	Griffin, BlakeBlake Griffin^[h]
	Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	1
	2009[h]



	2011–12[image: External link]
	Irving, KyrieKyrie Irving[image: External link]^
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	1
	2011



	2012–13[image: External link]
	Lillard, DamianDamian Lillard[image: External link]^
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	6
	2012



	2013–14[image: External link]
	Carter-Williams, MichaelMichael Carter-Williams[image: External link]^
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	11
	2013



	2014–15[image: External link]
	Wiggins, AndrewAndrew Wiggins[image: External link]^
	Forward[image: External link]/ Guard[image: External link]
	 Canada
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	1
	2014



	2015–16[image: External link]
	Towns, Karl-AnthonyKarl-Anthony Towns[image: External link]^
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States[i]
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	1
	2015
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 Unofficial winners




Prior to the 1952–53[image: External link] season, the Rookie of the Year was selected by newspaper writers;[17] however, the NBA does not officially recognize those players as winners. The league did publish the pre-1953 winners in their 1994–95 edition of the Official NBA Guide and the 1994 Official NBA Basketball Encyclopedia, but those winners have not been listed in subsequent publications.[17][18][19]



	Season
	Player
	Position
	Nationality
	Team
	DP #
	DY



	1947–48[image: External link]
	Hoffman, PaulPaul Hoffman[image: External link]
	Guard[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Baltimore Bullets[image: External link]
	
	1947[image: External link]



	1948–49[image: External link]
	Shannon, HowieHowie Shannon
	Guard[image: External link]/ Forward[image: External link]
	 United States
	Providence Steamrollers[image: External link]
	1
	1949[image: External link][ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]]



	1949–50[image: External link]
	Groza, AlexAlex Groza[image: External link]
	Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Indianapolis Olympians[image: External link]
	2
	1949[image: External link]



	1950–51[image: External link]
	Arizin, PaulPaul Arizin*
	Forward[image: External link]/ Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	T[image: External link]
	1950



	1951–52[image: External link][c]
	Tosheff, BillBill Tosheff[image: External link]
	Guard[image: External link]
	 United States
	Indianapolis Olympians[image: External link]
	32
	1951



	1951–52[image: External link][c]
	Hutchins, MelMel Hutchins[image: External link]
	Forward[image: External link]/ Center[image: External link]
	 United States
	Milwaukee Hawks[image: External link]
	2
	1951





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	NBA Development League Rookie of the Year Award[image: External link]

	NBA Rookie of the Month Award[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ a b Won the NBA Most Valuable Player Award[image: External link] in same year.


	
^ a b Though drafted in 1962 by the Cincinnati Royals, Jerry Lucas did not sign with the team until 1963 when he tried to sign with the Cleveland Pipers[image: External link] of the American Basketball League[image: External link] instead. He ended up sitting out the year when the deal fell through. His rookie season with the Royals began in the 1963–64 season[image: External link].[6]


	
^ a b c d e f g h Denotes seasons in which joint winners were named


	
^ a b Though drafted in 1978 by the Boston Celtics, Larry Bird, opted to stay in college for his senior year, did not play in the NBA until 1979. His rookie season with the Celtics began in the 1979–80 season[image: External link].[7]


	
^ Patrick Ewing was born in Jamaica[image: External link], but had become a naturalized United States citizen while playing college basketball[image: External link] at Georgetown.[8] He represented the United States[image: External link] at the 1984 Summer Olympics[image: External link].[9]


	
^ a b Though drafted in 1987 by the San Antonio Spurs, David Robinson did not play in the NBA until 1989 due to commitments to the United States Navy[image: External link].[10] His rookie season with the Spurs began in the 1989–90 season[image: External link].[11]


	
^ Because Tim Duncan is a United States citizen by birth, as are all natives of the U.S. Virgin Islands,[12] he was able to play for the U.S. internationally. He represented the United States at the 2004 Summer Olympics[image: External link][13]


	
^ a b Though drafted in 2009 by the Los Angeles Clippers, Blake Griffin missed the entire 2009–10 season due to a knee injury. His rookie season with the Clippers was the 2010–11 season[image: External link].[14]


	
^ Karl-Anthony Towns was born and raised in the United States to an American father and a Dominican mother.[15] He has represented the Dominican Republic[image: External link] internationally since 2012.[16]
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List of National Basketball Association annual steals Leaders






In basketball, a steal is a "defensive action" that causes the opponent to turn the ball over[image: External link].[1] The National Basketball Association's (NBA) steal title is awarded to the player with the highest steals per game average in a given season. The steal title was first recognized in the 1973–74 season[image: External link] when statistics on steals were first compiled.[2] To qualify for the steal title, the player must appear in at least 70 games (out of 82) or have at least 125 steals. This has been the entry criteria since the 1974–75 season[image: External link].[3]

Alvin Robertson holds the all-time records for total steals (301) and steals per game (3.67) in a season; achieved in the 1985–86 season[image: External link]. Among active players, Chris Paul[image: External link] had the highest season steal total (217) in the 2007–08 season and the highest season steal average (2.77) in the 2008–09 season.

Paul has won the most steal titles, with six. Micheal Ray Richardson, Robertson, Michael Jordan[image: External link] and Allen Iverson all follow with three. Magic Johnson[image: External link], Mookie Blaylock, Baron Davis and John Stockton[image: External link] are the only other players to win more than one steal title, with two. Paul has won the most consecutive steal titles, with four.[2] Three players have won both the steal title and the NBA championship[image: External link] in the same season: Rick Barry in 1975[image: External link] with the Golden State Warriors[image: External link], Magic Johnson[image: External link] in 1982 with the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] and Michael Jordan[image: External link] in 1993[image: External link] with the Chicago Bulls[image: External link].

Key



	^
	Denotes player who is still active in the NBA



	*
	Inducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame



	Player (X)
	Denotes the number of times the player had been the

steals leader up to and including that season



	G
	Guard[image: External link]
	F
	Forward[image: External link]
	C
	Center[image: External link]




Steal leaders



	Season
	Player
	Position[image: External link][a]
	Team
	Games

played
	Total steals
	Steals per game
	References



	1973–74[image: External link]
	Steele, LarryLarry Steele
	G/F
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	81
	217
	2.68
	[4][5]



	1974–75[image: External link]
	Barry, RickRick Barry*
	F
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	80
	228
	2.85
	[6][7]



	1975–76[image: External link]
	Watts, Don "Slick"Don "Slick" Watts
	G
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	82
	261
	3.18
	[8][9]



	1976–77[image: External link]
	Buse, DonDon Buse
	G
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	81
	281
	3.47
	[10][11]



	1977–78[image: External link]
	Lee, RonRon Lee
	G
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	82
	225
	2.74
	[12][13]



	1978–79[image: External link]
	Carr, M. L.M. L. Carr[b]
	G
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	80
	197
	2.46
	[14][15]



	1979–80[image: External link]
	Richardson, Micheal RayMicheal Ray Richardson
	G/F
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	82
	265
	3.23
	[16][17]



	1980–81[image: External link]
	Johnson, MagicMagic Johnson[image: External link]*[c]
	G/F
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	37
	127
	3.43
	[18][19]



	1981–82[image: External link]
	Johnson, MagicMagic Johnson[image: External link]* (2)[d]
	G/F
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	78
	208
	2.67
	[19][20]



	1982–83[image: External link]
	Richardson, Micheal RayMicheal Ray Richardson (2)[e]
	G/F
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]

New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	64
	182
	2.84
	[17][21]



	1983–84[image: External link]
	Green, RickeyRickey Green
	G
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	81
	215
	2.65
	[22][23]



	1984–85[image: External link]
	Richardson, Micheal RayMicheal Ray Richardson (3)
	G/F
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	82
	243
	2.96
	[17][24]



	1985–86[image: External link]
	Robertson, AlvinAlvin Robertson
	G
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	82
	301
	3.67
	[25][26]



	1986–87[image: External link]
	Robertson, AlvinAlvin Robertson (2)
	G
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	81
	260
	3.21
	[26][27]



	1987–88[image: External link]
	Jordan, MichaelMichael Jordan[image: External link]*
	G
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	82
	259
	3.16
	[28][29]



	1988–89[image: External link]
	Stockton, JohnJohn Stockton[image: External link]*
	G
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	82
	263
	3.21
	[30][31]



	1989–90[image: External link]
	Jordan, MichaelMichael Jordan[image: External link]* (2)
	G
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	82
	227
	2.77
	[29][32]



	1990–91[image: External link]
	Robertson, AlvinAlvin Robertson (3)
	G
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	81
	246
	3.04
	[26][33]



	1991–92[image: External link]
	Stockton, JohnJohn Stockton[image: External link]* (2)
	G
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	82
	244
	2.98
	[31][34]



	1992–93[image: External link]
	Jordan, MichaelMichael Jordan[image: External link]* (3)
	G
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	78
	221
	2.83
	[29][35]



	1993–94[image: External link]
	McMillan, NateNate McMillan
	G
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	73
	216
	2.96
	[36][37]



	1994–95[image: External link]
	Pippen, ScottieScottie Pippen[image: External link]*
	F
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	79
	232
	2.94
	[38][39]



	1995–96[image: External link]
	Payton, GaryGary Payton*
	G
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	81
	231
	2.85
	[40][41]



	1996–97
	Blaylock, MookieMookie Blaylock
	G
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	78
	212
	2.72
	[42][43]



	1997–98
	Blaylock, MookieMookie Blaylock (2)[f]
	G
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	70
	183
	2.61
	[43][44]



	1998–99[g]
	Gill, KendallKendall Gill
	G
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	50
	134
	2.68
	[46][47]



	1999–00
	Jones, EddieEddie Jones[image: External link]
	G/F
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	72
	192
	2.67
	[48][49]



	2000–01
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson*[h]
	G
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	71
	178
	2.51
	[50][51]



	2001–02
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson* (2)[i]
	G
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	60
	168
	2.80
	[51][52]



	2002–03
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson* (3)
	G
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	82
	225
	2.74
	[51][53]



	2003–04
	Davis, BaronBaron Davis[j]
	G
	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	67
	158
	2.36
	[54][55]



	2004–05
	Hughes, LarryLarry Hughes[k]
	G
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	61
	176
	2.89
	[56][57]



	2005–06
	Wallace, GeraldGerald Wallace^[l]
	F
	Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	55
	138
	2.51
	[58][59]



	2006–07
	Davis, BaronBaron Davis (2)[m]
	G
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	63
	135
	2.14
	[55][60]



	2007–08
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link]^
	G
	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	80
	217
	2.71
	[61][62]



	2008–09
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link]^ (2)
	G
	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	78
	216
	2.77
	[62]



	2009–10
	Rondo, RajonRajon Rondo^
	G
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	81
	189
	2.33
	[63]



	2010–11[image: External link]
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link]^ (3)
	G
	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	80
	188
	2.35
	[62]



	2011–12[image: External link][n]
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link]^ (4)
	G
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	60
	152
	2.53
	[62]



	2012–13[image: External link]
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link]^ (5)[o]
	G
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	70
	169
	2.41
	[62]



	2013–14[image: External link]
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link]^ (6)[p]
	G
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	62
	154
	2.48
	[62]



	2014–15[image: External link]
	Leonard, KawhiKawhi Leonard^ [q]
	F
	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	64
	148
	2.31
	[67]



	2015–16[image: External link]
	Curry, StephenStephen Curry[image: External link]^
	G
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	79
	169
	2.14
	[68]



	2016–17[image: External link]
	Green, DraymondDraymond Green[image: External link]^
	F
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	76
	154
	2.03
	[69]




Multiple-time leaders



	Ranking
	Player
	Team
	Times leader
	Years



	1
	Chris Paul[image: External link]
	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link] (3) / Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link] (3)
	6
	2008, 2009, 2011[image: External link], 2012[image: External link], 2013[image: External link], 2014[image: External link]



	2
	Allen Iverson

Michael Jordan[image: External link]

Micheal Ray Richardson

Alvin Robertson
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]

Chicago Bulls[image: External link]

New York Knicks[image: External link] (1) / Golden State Warriors[image: External link] / New Jersey Nets[image: External link] (1) / New Jersey Nets (1)

San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] (2) / Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link] (1)

	3
	2001, 2002, 2003

1988[image: External link], 1990[image: External link], 1993[image: External link]

1980[image: External link], 1983[image: External link], 1985[image: External link]

1986[image: External link], 1987[image: External link], 1991[image: External link]



	3
	Mookie Blaylock

Baron Davis

Magic Johnson[image: External link]

John Stockton[image: External link]
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]

New Orleans Hornets (1) / Golden State Warriors (1)

Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]

Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	2
	1997, 1998

2004, 2007

1981[image: External link], 1982[image: External link]

1989[image: External link], 1992[image: External link]




Notes



	
^ The player's primary position is listed first.


	
^ In the 1978–79 season, Eddie Jordan[image: External link] and Norm Nixon[image: External link] both had the highest steal total (201) but they were tied for second in steal average (2.45).[14]


	
^ In the 1980–81 season, Magic Johnson had only played in 37 games and ranked seventeenth in steal total. Micheal Ray Richardson had the highest total (232).[18]


	
^ In the 1981–82 season, Maurice Cheeks[image: External link] had the highest steal total (209) but was second in steal average (2.65).[20]


	
^ In the 1982–83 season, Micheal Ray Richardson had only played in 64 games and ranked sixth in steal total. Rickey Green had the highest total (220).[21]


	
^ In the 1997–98 season, Mookie Blaylock had only played in 70 games and ranked fourth in steal total. Brevin Knight[image: External link] had the highest total (196).[44]


	
^ The 1998–99 season was shortened to 50 games due to the league's lockout.[45] The qualification of this season's steal title is to appear in at least 43 games (out of 50) or to have at least 76 steals.[3]


	
^ In the 2000–01 season, Doug Christie[image: External link] had the highest steal total (183) but was third in steal average (2.26).[50]


	
^ In the 2001–02 season, Jason Kidd had the highest steal total (175) but was third in steal average (2.13).[52]


	
^ In the 2003–04 season, Shawn Marion had the highest steal total (167) but was second in steal average (2.11).[54]


	
^ In the 2004–05 season, Allen Iverson had the highest steal total (180) but was second in steal average (2.40).[56]


	
^ In the 2005–06 season, Gerald Wallace had only played in 55 games and ranked tenth in steal total. Chris Paul[image: External link] had the highest total (175).[58]


	
^ In the 2006–07 season, Baron Davis had only played in 63 games and ranked sixth in steal total. Shawn Marion had the highest total (156).[60]


	
^ The 2011–12 season was shortened to 66 games due to the league's lockout[image: External link].[64] The qualification of this season's scoring title is to appear in at least 57 games (out of 66) or to have at least 101 steals.[3]


	
^ In the 2012–13 season, Mike Conley, Jr.[image: External link] had the highest steal total (174) but was third in steal average (2.2).[65]


	
^ In the 2013–14 season, Ricky Rubio[image: External link] and Thaddeus Young[image: External link] both had higher steal totals (190 and 167 respectively) but they were second and third in steal average (2.3 and 2.1), respectively.[66]


	
^ In the 2014–15 season, Stephen Curry[image: External link] had the highest steal total (163) but was third in steal average tied with Tony Allen[image: External link] (2.0).
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List of National Basketball Association annual minutes Leaders






In basketball, minutes of game time during which a player is on the court are recorded. The minutes played statistics are recorded as far back as the 1951–52 season[image: External link] when statistics on minutes were first compiled by the National Basketball Association (NBA). Nine times the average leader has played fewer than 40 minutes per game and eight times the leader has played more than 46 minutes per game. Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link] has the seven highest leading totals, while Nate "Tiny" Archibald[image: External link] is the only other single-season leader to average over 46 minutes per game. In one season, Chamberlain averaged over 48 minutes per game (meaning that he rested fewer minutes during the season than he played in overtime[image: External link] during the season).

Chamberlain led the league in minutes played per game nine times, followed by Allen Iverson (7) and Michael Finley[image: External link] (3) times. Twelve other players have led the league in minutes per game twice, eight of them in consecutive years. Chamberlain holds the record for consecutive titles with five, followed by Iverson with three (two times). Fifteen times a member of the San Francisco/Philadelphia/Golden State Warriors[image: External link] has led the league in average minutes. Nine full seasons and parts of another the average leader played for the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]. Seventeen seasons and parts of another the leader played for either the Philadelphia Warriors or the Philadelphia 76ers.

In 16 of the 61 seasons since the statistic has been kept, the minutes per game leader was not the total minutes played leader. Larry Bird[image: External link] and Iverson are the only multiple leaders in average who were surpassed in total minutes multiple times. Five of Iverson's seven times and both of Bird's times as the average leader they were surpassed in total minutes. Kevin Durant is the only player to lead the league in total minutes without finishing in the top three in average minutes during the same season. He is also the only player to never lead in average minutes, but lead in total minutes multiple times. The first four times and five of the first seven times that the leader in average did not lead in total minutes, he finished second in total minutes. However, the last six times that the average leader did not lead the league in total minutes, he was outside of the top 10 and the last nine times, he was outside of the top 5.

Key



	^
	Denotes player who is still active in the NBA



	*
	Inducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame



	Player (X)
	Denotes the number of times the player had been the

minutes leader up to and including that season



	G
	Guard[image: External link]
	F
	Forward[image: External link]
	C
	Center[image: External link]




Season leaders



	Season
	Player
	Position[image: External link][a]
	Team
	Games

played
	Total minutes
	Minutes per game[1]
	References



	1951–52[image: External link]
	Arizin, PaulPaul Arizin*
	F/G
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	66
	2939
	44.53
	[2]



	1952–53[image: External link]
	Johnston, NeilNeil Johnston*
	C
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	70
	3166
	45.23
	[3]



	1953–54[image: External link]
	Johnston, NeilNeil Johnston* (2)
	C
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	72
	3296
	45.78
	[3]



	1954–55[image: External link]
	Arizin, PaulPaul Arizin* (2)
	F/G
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	72
	2953
	41.01
	[2]



	1955–56[image: External link]
	George, JackJack George[image: External link]
	G
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	72
	2840
	39.44
	[4]



	1956–57[image: External link]
	Schayes, DolphDolph Schayes*
	F/C
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]
	72
	2851
	39.60
	[5]



	1957–58[image: External link]
	Schayes, DolphDolph Schayes* (2)
	F/C
	Syracuse Nationals[image: External link]
	72
	2918
	40.53
	[5]



	1958–59[image: External link]
	Russell, BillBill Russell[image: External link]*
	C
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	70
	2979
	42.56
	[6]



	1959–60[image: External link]
	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain[image: External link]*[b]
	C
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	72
	3338
	46.36
	[9]



	1960–61[image: External link]
	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain[image: External link]* (2)
	C
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	79
	3773
	47.76
	[9]



	1961–62[image: External link]
	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain[image: External link]* (3)
	C
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]
	80
	3882
	48.52
	[9]



	1962–63[image: External link]
	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain[image: External link]* (4)
	C
	San Francisco Warriors[image: External link]
	80
	3806
	47.58
	[9]



	1963–64[image: External link]
	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain[image: External link]* (5)
	C
	San Francisco Warriors[image: External link]
	80
	3689
	46.11
	[9]



	1964–65[image: External link]
	Robertson, OscarOscar Robertson*[c]
	G
	Cincinnati Royals[image: External link]
	75
	3421
	45.61
	[11]



	1965–66[image: External link]
	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain[image: External link]* (6)
	C
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	79
	3737
	47.30
	[9]



	1966–67[image: External link]
	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain[image: External link]* (7)
	C
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	81
	3682
	45.46
	[9]



	1967–68[image: External link]
	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain[image: External link]* (8)
	C
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	82
	3836
	46.78
	[9]



	1968–69[image: External link]
	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain[image: External link]* (9)[d]
	C
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	81
	3669
	45.30
	[9]



	1969–70[image: External link]
	Hayes, ElvinElvin Hayes*
	F/C
	San Diego Rockets[image: External link]
	82
	3665
	44.70
	[12]



	1970–71[image: External link]
	Havlicek, JohnJohn Havlicek[image: External link]*
	F/G
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	81
	3678
	45.41
	[13]



	1971–72[image: External link]
	Havlicek, JohnJohn Havlicek[image: External link]* (2)
	F/G
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	82
	3698
	45.10
	[13]



	1972–73[image: External link]
	Archibald, Nate "Tiny"Nate "Tiny" Archibald[image: External link]*
	G
	Kansas City–Omaha Kings[image: External link]
	80
	3681
	46.01
	[14]



	1973–74[image: External link]
	Hayes, ElvinElvin Hayes* (2)
	F/C
	Capital Bullets[image: External link]
	82
	3665
	44.47
	[12]



	1974–75[image: External link]
	McAdoo, BobBob McAdoo*
	C/F
	Buffalo Braves[image: External link]
	82
	3539
	43.16
	[15]



	1975–76[image: External link]
	McAdoo, BobBob McAdoo* (2)[e]
	C/F
	Buffalo Braves[image: External link]
	78
	3328
	42.67
	[15]



	1976–77[image: External link]
	Maravich, PetePete Maravich*[f]
	G
	New Orleans Jazz[image: External link]
	73
	3041
	41.66
	[16]



	1977–78[image: External link]
	Robinson, TruckTruck Robinson[image: External link]
	F/C
	New Orleans Jazz[image: External link]
	82
	3638
	44.37
	[17]



	1978–79[image: External link]
	Malone, MosesMoses Malone*
	C/F
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	82
	3390
	41.34
	[18]



	1979–80[image: External link]
	Nixon, NormNorm Nixon[image: External link]
	G
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	82
	3226
	39.34
	[19]



	1980–81[image: External link]
	Dantley, AdrianAdrian Dantley*
	F/C
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	80
	3417
	42.71
	[20]



	1981–82[image: External link]
	Malone, MosesMoses Malone* (2)
	C/F
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	81
	3398
	41.95
	[18]



	1982–83[image: External link]
	Tripucka, KellyKelly Tripucka[image: External link][g]
	F/G
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	58
	2252
	38.83
	[21]



	1983–84[image: External link]
	Ruland, JeffJeff Ruland[image: External link]
	C/F
	Washington Bullets[image: External link]
	75
	3082
	41.09
	[22]



	1984–85[image: External link]
	Bird, LarryLarry Bird[image: External link]*[h]
	F
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	80
	3161
	39.51
	[23]



	1985–86[image: External link]
	Cheeks, MauriceMaurice Cheeks[image: External link]
	G
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	82
	3270
	39.88
	[24]



	1986–87[image: External link]
	Bird, LarryLarry Bird[image: External link]* (2)[i]
	F
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	74
	3005
	40.61
	[23]



	1987–88[image: External link]
	Jordan, MichaelMichael Jordan[image: External link]*
	G
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	82
	3311
	40.38
	[25]



	1988–89[image: External link]
	Jordan, MichaelMichael Jordan[image: External link]* (2)
	G
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	81
	3255
	40.19
	[25]



	1989–90[image: External link]
	McCray, RodneyRodney McCray[image: External link]
	F/G
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	82
	3238
	39.49
	[26]



	1990–91[image: External link]
	Mullin, ChrisChris Mullin*
	F/G
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	82
	3315
	40.43
	[27]



	1991–92[image: External link]
	Mullin, ChrisChris Mullin* (2)
	F/G
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	81
	3346
	41.31
	[27]



	1992–93[image: External link]
	Johnson, LarryLarry Johnson[image: External link]
	F
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	82
	3323
	40.52
	[28]



	1993–94[image: External link]
	Sprewell, LatrellLatrell Sprewell[image: External link]
	G
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	82
	3533
	43.09
	[29]



	1994–95[image: External link]
	Baker, VinVin Baker[image: External link]
	F
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	82
	3361
	40.99
	[30]



	1995–96[image: External link]
	Mason, AnthonyAnthony Mason[image: External link]
	F
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	82
	3457
	42.16
	[31]



	1996–97
	Mason, AnthonyAnthony Mason[image: External link] (2)[j]
	F
	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	73
	3143
	43.05
	[31]



	1997–98
	Finley, MichaelMichael Finley[image: External link]
	G/F
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	82
	3394
	41.39
	[32]



	1998–99[k]
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson*[l]
	G
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	48
	1990
	41.46
	[34]



	1999–00
	Finley, MichaelMichael Finley[image: External link] (2)
	G/F
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	82
	3464
	42.24
	[32]



	2000–01
	Finley, MichaelMichael Finley[image: External link] (3)
	G/F
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	82
	3443
	41.99
	[32]



	2001–02
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson* (2)[m]
	G
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	60
	2622
	43.70
	[34]



	2002–03
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson* (3)
	G
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	82
	3485
	42.50
	[34]



	2003–04
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson* (4)[n]
	G
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	48
	2040
	42.50
	[34]



	2004–05
	James, LeBronLeBron James^
	F
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	80
	3388
	42.35
	[35]



	2005–06
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson* (5)[o]
	G
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	72
	3103
	43.10
	[34]



	2006–07
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson* (6)[p]
	G
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]/Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	65
	2761
	42.48
	[34]



	2007–08
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson* (7)
	G
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	82
	3424
	41.76
	[34]



	2008–09
	Iguodala, AndreAndre Iguodala^
	F/G
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	82
	3269
	39.87
	[36]



	2009–10
	Ellis, MontaMonta Ellis[image: External link]^[q]
	G
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	64
	2647
	41.36
	[37]



	2010–11[image: External link]
	Ellis, MontaMonta Ellis[image: External link]^ (2)
	G
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	80
	3227
	40.34
	[37]



	2011–12[image: External link][r]
	Deng, LuolLuol Deng[image: External link]^[s]
	F
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	54
	2129
	39.43
	[39]



	2012–13[image: External link]
	Deng, LuolLuol Deng[image: External link]^ (2)[t]
	F
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	75
	2903
	38.71
	[39]



	2013–14[image: External link]
	Anthony, CarmeloCarmelo Anthony^ [u]
	F
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	77
	2982
	38.73
	[40]



	2014–15[image: External link]
	Butler, JimmyJimmy Butler[image: External link]^ [v]
	G/F
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	65
	2513
	38.66
	[41]



	2015–16[image: External link]
	Harden, JamesJames Harden[image: External link]^
	G
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	82
	3125
	38.11
	[42]



	2016–17[image: External link]
	James, LeBronLeBron James^ (2)[w]
	F
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	74
	2794
	37.76
	[35]




Multiple-time leaders



	Ranking
	Player
	Team
	Timeas leader
	Years



	1
	Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link]
	Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link]/San Francisco Warriors (5), Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] (3), Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (1)
	9
	1960[image: External link], 1961[image: External link], 1962[image: External link], 1963[image: External link], 1964[image: External link], 1966[image: External link], 1966–67[image: External link], 1968[image: External link], 1969[image: External link]



	2
	Allen Iverson
	Philadelphia 76ers (5) / Philadelphia 76ers/Denver Nuggets[image: External link] (1) / Denver Nuggets (1)
	7
	1999, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2006, 2007, 2008



	3
	Michael Finley[image: External link]
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	3
	1998, 2000, 2001



	4
	Paul Arizin

Larry Bird[image: External link]

Luol Deng[image: External link]

Monta Ellis[image: External link]

John Havlicek[image: External link]

Elvin Hayes

LeBron James

Neil Johnston

Michael Jordan[image: External link]

Moses Malone

Anthony Mason[image: External link]

Bob McAdoo

Chris Mullin[image: External link]

Dolph Schayes
	Philadelphia Warriors

Boston Celtics[image: External link]

Chicago Bulls[image: External link]

Golden State Warriors

Boston Celtics

San Diego Rockets[image: External link] (1) / Capital Bullets[image: External link] (1)

Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]

Philadelphia Warriors

Chicago Bulls

Houston Rockets

New York Knicks[image: External link] (1) / Charlotte Hornets[image: External link] (1)

Buffalo Braves[image: External link]

Golden State Warriors

Syracus Nationals
	2
	1952[image: External link], 1955[image: External link]

1985[image: External link], 1987[image: External link]

2012[image: External link], 2013[image: External link]

2010, 2011[image: External link]

1971[image: External link], 1972[image: External link]

1970[image: External link], 1974[image: External link]

2005, 2017[image: External link]

1953[image: External link], 1954[image: External link]

1988[image: External link], 1989[image: External link]

1979[image: External link], 1982[image: External link]

1996[image: External link], 1997

1975[image: External link], 1976[image: External link]

1991[image: External link], 1992[image: External link]

1957[image: External link], 1958[image: External link]




Notes



	
^ The player's primary position is listed first.


	
^ In the 1959–60 season, Gene Shue tied Chamberlain for the highest minute total (3338)[7] but was second in minute average (44.51).[8]


	
^ In the 1964–65 season, Bill Russell[image: External link] had the highest minute total (3466)[7] but was third in minute average (44.44) behind Robertson and Chamberlain (45.22).[8] Robertson was second in total minutes (3421).[10]


	
^ In the 1968–69 season, Elvin Hayes had the highest minute total (3695)[7] but was third in minute average (45.06) behind Chamberlain and Nate Thurmond (45.18).[8] Chamberlain was second in total minutes (3669).[10]


	
^ In the 1975–76 season, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link] had the highest minute total (3379)[7] but was second in minute average (41.21).[8] McAdoo was second in total minutes (3328).[10]


	
^ In the 1976–77 season, Elvin Hayes had the highest minute total (3364)[7] but was second in minute average (41.02).[8] Maravich was seventh in total minutes (3041) behind Hayes, Jo Jo White (3333), Rudy Tomjanovich[image: External link] (3130), Billy Knight[image: External link] (3117), Norm Van Lier[image: External link] (3097) and Randy Smith (3094).[10]


	
^ In the 1982–83 season, Isiah Thomas had the highest minute total (3093)[7] but was second in minute average (38.19).[8] Tripucka was not among the top ten in total minutes.[10]


	
^ In the 1984–85 season, Buck Williams had the highest minute total (3182)[7] but was third in minute average (38.80) behind Bird and Purvis Short[image: External link] (39.50).[8] Bird was second in total minutes (3161).[10]


	
^ In the 1986–87 season, Michael Jordan[image: External link] had the highest minute total (3281)[7] but was third in minute average (40.01) behind Bird and Charles Barkley (40.29).[8] Bird was not among the top ten in total minutes.[10]


	
^ In the 1996–97 season, Glen Rice had the highest minute total (3362)[7] but was second in minute average (42.56).[8] Mason was not among the top ten in total minutes.[10]


	
^ The 1998–99 season was shortened to 50 games due to the league's lockout.[33]


	
^ In the 1998–99 season, Jason Kidd had the highest minute total (2060)[7] but was second in minute average (41.20).[8] Iverson (1990) was sixth in total minutes behind Kidd, Michael Finley[image: External link] (2051), Shareef Abdur-Rahim (2021), Scottie Pippen[image: External link] (2011) and Gary Payton (2008).[10]


	
^ In the 2001–02 season, Antoine Walker had the highest minute total (3406)[7] but was third in minute average (42.05) behind Iverson and Cuttino Mobley[image: External link] (42.11).[8] Iverson was not among the top ten in total minutes.[10]


	
^ In the 2003–04 season, Joe Johnson[image: External link] had the highest minute total (3331)[7] but was third in minute average (40.62) behind Iverson and Shawn Marion (40.72).[8] Iverson was not among the top ten in total minutes.[10]


	
^ In the 2005–06 season, Gilbert Arenas[image: External link] had the highest minute total (3384)[7] but was third in minute average (42.30) behind Iverson and LeBron James (42.54).[8] Iverson was not among the top ten in total minutes.[10]


	
^ In the 2006–07 season, LeBron James had the highest minute total (3190)[7] but was third in minute average (40.90) behind Iverson and Joe Johnson[image: External link] (41.39).[8] Iverson was not among the top ten in total minutes.[10]


	
^ In the 2009–10 season, Kevin Durant had the highest minute total (3239)[7] but was fourth in minute average (39.50) behind Ellis, Gerald Wallace (41.04) and Rudy Gay[image: External link] (39.69).[8] Ellis was not among the top ten in total minutes.[10]


	
^ The 2011–12 season was shortened to 66 games due to the league's lockout[image: External link].[38]


	
^ In the 2011–12 season, Kevin Durant had the highest minute total (2546)[7] but was third in minute average (38.58) behind Deng and Kevin Love[image: External link] (39.00).[8] Deng was not among the top ten in total minutes.[10]


	
^ In the 2012–13 season, Damian Lillard[image: External link] had the highest minute total (3166)[7] but was third in minute average (38.61) behind Deng and Kobe Bryant (38.63).[8] Deng was not among the top ten in total minutes.[10]


	
^ In the 2013–14 season, Kevin Durant had the highest minute total (3122)[7] but was third in minute average (38.54) behind Anthony and Jimmy Butler[image: External link] (38.67).[8] Anthony was fourth in total minutes (2982) behind Durant, Monta Ellis[image: External link] (3023) and DeMar DeRozan[image: External link] (3017).[10]


	
^ In the 2014–15 season, James Harden[image: External link] had the highest minute total (2981)[7] but was second in minute average (36.80).[8] Butler was not among the top ten in total minutes.[10]


	
^ In the 2016–17 season, Andrew Wiggins[image: External link] had the highest minute total (3048)[7] but was third in minute average (37.17) behind James and Kyle Lowry[image: External link] (37.40).[8] James was tenth in total minutes (2794) behind Wiggins, Karl-Anthony Towns[image: External link] (3030), James Harden[image: External link] (2947), Giannis Antetokounmpo[image: External link] (2845), John Wall[image: External link] (2836), Jimmy Butler[image: External link] (2809), Harrison Barnes[image: External link] (2803), Russell Westbrook[image: External link] (2802) and C. J. McCollum[image: External link] (2796).[10]
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2003–04 NBA Season






The 2003–04 NBA season was the 58th season of the National Basketball Association. The season ended with the Detroit Pistons[image: External link] defeating the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] 4-1 in the 2004 NBA Finals[image: External link].
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This was the final season for the original two-division format in both the Eastern and Western Conferences, before each of the conferences added a third division the following season. As a result, this would also be the final season for the NBA Midwest Division[image: External link], as the Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link] were that division's last champion.

The All-Star Game[image: External link] was held at the Staples Center[image: External link] in Los Angeles[image: External link]. The West[image: External link] won 136-132; Lakers center Shaquille O'Neal was named Most Valuable Player.

For the first time in 21 years the Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link] did not make the playoffs, ending the second longest streak in NBA history. For the first time in 20 years the Utah Jazz[image: External link] did not make the playoffs, ending the third longest streak in NBA history.

Prior to the start of the season, Karl Malone and Gary Payton took major paycuts to leave their teams and join Kobe Bryant and Shaquille O'Neal on the Lakers for a chance at a possible NBA title. However, that title chase came to an end in the NBA Finals, as the Detroit Pistons won 4-1. Behind their "Big Three" of Kevin Garnett, Latrell Sprewell[image: External link], and Sam Cassell[image: External link], the Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link] amassed the best record in the Western Conference, and were expected to finally win a first round playoff series. They won two and advanced to the Western Conference Finals, which they lost to the Lakers. It would be their last playoff appearance, beginning a playoff drought that as of 2016 has lasted for twelve years.

LeBron James (1st overall to Cleveland), Carmelo Anthony (3rd overall to Denver), Chris Bosh[image: External link] (4th overall to Toronto), and Dwyane Wade (5th overall to Miami), among others, formed one of the strongest drafts in NBA history. Among the highly touted rookies, Anthony and Wade led their teams to the playoffs, and Wade's play pushed the Heat into the second round. James went on to win NBA Rookie of the Year. Anthony became the first NBA rookie to lead a playoff team in scoring since David Robinson of the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] during the 1989–90 season[image: External link].

Tracy McGrady was the first scoring leader[image: External link] since Bernard King in 1984–85[image: External link] whose team did not make the playoffs.
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	Coaching changes



	Offseason



	Team
	2002–03 coach
	2003–04 coach



	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Keith Smart[image: External link]
	Paul Silas[image: External link]



	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Rick Carlisle[image: External link]
	Larry Brown



	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Rudy Tomjanovich[image: External link]
	Jeff Van Gundy[image: External link]



	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	Isiah Thomas
	Rick Carlisle[image: External link]



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Dennis Johnson
	Mike Dunleavy, Sr.[image: External link]



	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Pat Riley
	Stan Van Gundy[image: External link]



	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	George Karl[image: External link]
	Terry Porter[image: External link]



	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	Paul Silas[image: External link]
	Tim Floyd[image: External link]



	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Larry Brown
	Randy Ayers



	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	Lenny Wilkens
	Kevin O'Neill[image: External link]



	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	Doug Collins
	Eddie Jordan[image: External link]



	In-season



	Team
	Outgoing coach
	Incoming coach



	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Jim O'Brien
	John Carroll[image: External link]



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Bill Cartwright[image: External link]
	Pete Myers[image: External link]



	Pete Myers[image: External link]
	Scott Skiles[image: External link]



	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	Byron Scott[image: External link]
	Lawrence Frank[image: External link]



	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	Don Chaney[image: External link]
	Herb Williams[image: External link]



	Herb Williams[image: External link]
	Lenny Wilkens



	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Doc Rivers[image: External link]
	Johnny Davis[image: External link]



	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Randy Ayers
	Chris Ford



	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Frank Johnson[image: External link]
	Mike D'Antoni[image: External link]
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 By division







	

	Eastern Conference[image: External link]





	
Atlantic Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	–
	28–13
	19–22
	18–7



	x-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	5
	29–12
	13–28
	15–10



	x-New York Knicks[image: External link]
	39
	43
	.476
	8
	23–18
	16–25
	15–7



	x-Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	36
	46
	.439
	11
	19–22
	17–24
	14–10



	Philadelphia 76ers
	33
	49
	.402
	14
	21–20
	12–29
	10–14



	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	25
	57
	.305
	22
	17–24
	8–33
	3–21



	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	21
	61
	.256
	26
	11–30
	10–31
	8–16






	
Central Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	61
	21
	.744
	–
	34–7
	27–14
	20–8



	x-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	7
	31–10
	23–18
	17–11



	x-New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	20
	25–16
	16–25
	14–14



	x-Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	20
	27–14
	14–27
	15–13



	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	35
	47
	.427
	26
	23–18
	12–29
	14–14



	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	28
	18–23
	15–26
	11–17



	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	28
	54
	.341
	33
	18–23
	10–31
	10–18



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	23
	59
	.280
	38
	14–27
	9–32
	11–17





	

	Western Conference[image: External link]





	
Midwest Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	58
	24
	.707
	–
	31–10
	27–14
	14–10



	x-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	57
	25
	.695
	1
	33–8
	24–17
	15–9



	x-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	52
	30
	.634
	6
	36–5
	16–25
	14–10



	x-Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	8
	31–10
	19–22
	12–12



	x-Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	13
	27–14
	18–23
	8–16



	x-Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	15
	29–12
	14–27
	11–13



	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	16
	28–13
	14–27
	10–14






	
Pacific Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	56
	26
	.683
	–
	34–7
	22–19
	15–9



	x-Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	55
	27
	.671
	1
	34–7
	21–20
	16–8



	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	15
	25–16
	16–25
	13–11



	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	37
	45
	.451
	19
	21–20
	16–25
	11–13



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	37
	45
	.451
	19
	27–14
	10–31
	12–12



	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	29
	53
	.354
	27
	18–23
	11–30
	9–15



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	28
	54
	.341
	28
	18–23
	10–31
	8–16
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 By conference







	


	#
	
Eastern Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	61
	21
	.744
	–



	2
	y-New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	14



	3
	x-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	7



	4
	x-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	19



	5
	x-New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	20



	6
	x-Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	20



	7
	x-New York Knicks[image: External link]
	39
	43
	.476
	22



	8
	x-Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	36
	46
	.439
	25



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	35
	47
	.427
	26



	10
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	28



	10
	Philadelphia 76ers
	33
	49
	.402
	28



	12
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	28
	54
	.341
	33



	13
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	25
	57
	.305
	36



	14
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	23
	59
	.280
	37



	15
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	21
	61
	.256
	39








	


	#
	
Western Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	c-Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	58
	24
	.707
	–



	2
	y-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	56
	26
	.683
	2



	3
	x-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	57
	25
	.695
	1



	4
	x-Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	55
	27
	.671
	3



	5
	x-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	52
	30
	.634
	6



	6
	x-Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	8



	7
	x-Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	13



	8
	x-Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	15



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	42
	40
	.512
	16



	10
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	17



	11
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	37
	45
	.451
	21



	12
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	37
	45
	.451
	21



	13
	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	29
	53
	.354
	29



	14
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	28
	54
	.341
	30














Notes


	
z – Clinched home court advantage for the entire playoffs

	
c – Clinched home court advantage for the conference playoffs

	
y – Clinched division title

	
x – Clinched playoff spot
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 Playoffs




Teams in bold advanced to the next round. The numbers to the left of each team indicate the team's seeding in its conference, and the numbers to the right indicate the number of games the team won in that round. The division champions are marked by an asterisk. Home court advantage[image: External link] does not necessarily belong to the higher-seeded team, but instead the team with the better regular season record; teams enjoying the home advantage are shown in italics.

Main article: 2004 NBA Playoffs[image: External link]




	 
	First Round
	
	Conference Semifinals
	
	Conference Finals
	
	NBA Finals[image: External link]



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	
	E1
	Origin[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E8
	Boston[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	 
	E1
	Indiana[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	



	
	 
	E4
	Miami[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	E4
	Miami[image: External link]
	4



	



	
	E5
	New Orleans[image: External link]
	3
	 



	
	
	 
	E1
	Indiana[image: External link]*
	2
	 



	
	Eastern Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	E3
	Detroit[image: External link]
	4
	 



	
	E3
	Detroit[image: External link]
	4
	 



	



	
	E6
	Milwaukee[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	 
	E3
	Detroit[image: External link]
	4



	
	



	
	 
	E2
	New Jersey[image: External link]*
	3
	 



	
	E2
	New Jersey[image: External link]*
	4



	



	
	E7
	New York[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	
	 
	E3
	Detroit[image: External link]
	4



	
	
	



	
	 
	W2
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	1



	
	W1
	Minnesota[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	



	
	W8
	Denver[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	 
	W1
	Minnesota[image: External link]*
	4



	
	



	
	 
	W4
	Sacramento[image: External link]
	3
	 



	
	W4
	Sacramento[image: External link]
	4



	



	
	W5
	Dallas[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	
	 
	W1
	Minnesota[image: External link]*
	2



	
	Western Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	W2
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	W3
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	4
	 



	



	
	W6
	Memphis[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	 
	W3
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	2



	
	



	
	 
	W2
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	W2
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4



	



	
	W7
	Houston[image: External link]
	1
	 






* Division winner

Bold Series winner

Italic Team with home-court advantage



This bracket:

	view[image: External link]

	talk[image: External link]

	edit[image: External link]
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 Statistics leaders






	Category
	Player
	Team
	Stat



	Points per game
	Tracy McGrady
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	28.0



	Rebounds per game
	Kevin Garnett
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	13.9



	Assists per game
	Jason Kidd
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	9.2



	Steals per game
	Baron Davis
	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	2.36



	Blocks per game
	Theo Ratliff
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	3.61



	FG%
	Shaquille O'Neal
	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	.584



	FT%
	Peja Stojaković
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	.927



	3FG%
	Anthony Peeler[image: External link]
	Sacramento Kings
	.482
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 Awards
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 Yearly awards





	
Most Valuable Player[image: External link]: Kevin Garnett, Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	
Rookie of the Year: LeBron James, Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]


	
Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link]: Ron Artest[image: External link], Indiana Pacers[image: External link]


	
Sixth Man of the Year[image: External link]: Antawn Jamison[image: External link], Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]


	
Most Improved Player[image: External link]: Zach Randolph[image: External link], Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]


	
Coach of the Year[image: External link]: Hubie Brown[image: External link], Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]


	
Executive of the Year[image: External link]: Jerry West, Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]


	
Sportsmanship Award[image: External link]: P. J. Brown[image: External link], New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]


	
J. Walter Kennedy Citizenship Award[image: External link]: Reggie Miller, Indiana Pacers[image: External link]







	

	
All-NBA First Team[image: External link]:

	F – Kevin Garnett, Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	F – Tim Duncan, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	C – Shaquille O'Neal, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G – Kobe Bryant, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G – Jason Kidd, New Jersey Nets[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Second Team:

	F – Peja Stojaković[image: External link], Sacramento Kings[image: External link]


	F – Jermaine O'Neal, Indiana Pacers[image: External link]


	C – Ben Wallace[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	G – Tracy McGrady, Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	G – Sam Cassell[image: External link], Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]









	

	
All-NBA Third Team

	F – Ron Artest[image: External link], Indiana Pacers[image: External link]


	F – Dirk Nowitzki, Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]


	C – Yao Ming, Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	G – Michael Redd[image: External link], Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]


	G – Baron Davis, New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]


















	

	
NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link]:

	F – Ron Artest[image: External link], Indiana Pacers[image: External link]


	F – Kevin Garnett, Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]


	C – Ben Wallace[image: External link], Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	G – Bruce Bowen[image: External link], San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	G – Kobe Bryant, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]









	

	
NBA All-Defensive Second Team

	F – Andrei Kirilenko[image: External link], Utah Jazz[image: External link]


	F – Tim Duncan, San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	C – Theo Ratliff, Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]


	G – Doug Christie[image: External link], Sacramento Kings[image: External link]


	G – Jason Kidd, New Jersey Nets[image: External link]


















	

	
NBA All-Rookie First Team[image: External link]:

	
LeBron James, Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]


	
Carmelo Anthony, Denver Nuggets[image: External link]


	
Dwyane Wade, Miami Heat[image: External link]


	
Chris Bosh[image: External link], Toronto Raptors[image: External link]


	
Kirk Hinrich[image: External link], Chicago Bulls[image: External link]









	

	
All-Rookie Second Team:

	
Udonis Haslem[image: External link], Miami Heat[image: External link]


	
Marquis Daniels[image: External link], Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]


	
Jarvis Hayes[image: External link], Washington Wizards[image: External link]


	
Josh Howard[image: External link], Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]


	
T. J. Ford[image: External link], Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
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 Players of the month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Players of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference



	
1October – November
	
Davis, BaronBaron Davis (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Stojaković, PejaPeja Stojaković (Sacramento Kings[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
2December
	
O'Neal, JermaineJermaine O'Neal (Indiana Pacers[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Garnett, KevinKevin Garnett (Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]) (1/4)




	
3January
	
Redd, MichaelMichael Redd[image: External link] (Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Garnett, KevinKevin Garnett (Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]) (2/4)




	
4February
	
Martin, KenyonKenyon Martin (New Jersey Nets[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Garnett, KevinKevin Garnett (Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]) (3/4)




	
5March
	
Odom, LamarLamar Odom (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
6April
	
Magloire, JamaalJamaal Magloire[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Garnett, KevinKevin Garnett (Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]) (4/4)
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 Rookies of the month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Rookies of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference



	
1October – November
	
James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (1/6)

	
Anthony, CarmeloCarmelo Anthony (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (1/6)




	
2December
	
James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (2/6)

	
Anthony, CarmeloCarmelo Anthony (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (2/6)




	
3January
	
James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (3/6)

	
Anthony, CarmeloCarmelo Anthony (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (3/6)




	
4February
	
James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (4/6)

	
Anthony, CarmeloCarmelo Anthony (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (4/6)




	
5March
	
James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (5/6)

	
Anthony, CarmeloCarmelo Anthony (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (5/6)




	
6April
	
James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (6/6)

	
Anthony, CarmeloCarmelo Anthony (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (6/6)






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Coaches of the month




The following coaches were named the Eastern and Western Conference Coaches of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference



	
1October – November
	
Carlisle, RickRick Carlisle[image: External link] (Indiana Pacers[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Jackson, PhilPhil Jackson (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
2December
	
Scott, ByronByron Scott[image: External link] (New Jersey Nets[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Popovich, GreggGregg Popovich[image: External link] (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
3January
	
Brown, LarryLarry Brown (Detroit Pistons[image: External link]) (1/2)

	
Adelman, RickRick Adelman[image: External link] (Sacramento Kings[image: External link]) (1/1)




	
4February
	
Frank, LawrenceLawrence Frank[image: External link] (New Jersey Nets[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Brown, HubieHubie Brown[image: External link] (Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]) (1/2)




	
5March
	
Van Gundy, StanStan Van Gundy[image: External link] (Miami Heat[image: External link]) (1/1)

	
Brown, HubieHubie Brown[image: External link] (Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]) (2/2)




	
5April
	
Brown, LarryLarry Brown (Detroit Pistons[image: External link]) (2/2)

	
Saunders, FlipFlip Saunders[image: External link] (Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]) (1/1)
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2007–08 NBA Season






The 2007–08 NBA season was the 62nd season of the National Basketball Association. The 1,230-game regular season (82 games for each of the 30 teams) began on Tuesday, October 30, 2007, and ended on Wednesday, April 16, 2008. The 2008 NBA Playoffs started on Saturday, April 19, 2008 and ran until Tuesday, June 17 when the Boston Celtics[image: External link] defeated the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] 131–92 to win the 2008 NBA Finals[image: External link], four games to two. The 2007 NBA draft was held on June 28, 2007 and Greg Oden was selected first overall by the Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]. However, he missed the entire season due to knee surgery.[1]

This season was notable for being one of the most competitive Western Conference playoff races in NBA history. Up until April 4, 2008, not a single Western Conference team had secured a playoff spot, and the 8th-seeded team was a mere 6.5 games behind the 1st seed. Additionally, the quality of the teams ensured that the Golden State Warriors[image: External link] finished with the highest winning percentage of any non-playoff team in NBA history since the switch to the eight-team playoff format, beating out the 2000–2001 Houston Rockets. The all-time record is held by the 1971–1972 Phoenix Suns (49–33), which was during the four-team playoff era.



TOP
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 Notable occurrences





	The 2008 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link] was played at the New Orleans Arena[image: External link], home of the New Orleans Hornets[image: External link], on February 17, 2008 with the East winning 134-128 and Cleveland's[image: External link] LeBron James being named the MVP. Every single All-Star Game participant would end up in the NBA playoffs, with the exception of Brandon Roy of the Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link] and Dwyane Wade of the Miami Heat[image: External link].

	The Hornets returned to New Orleans, Louisiana[image: External link] full-time, after splitting home games during the previous two seasons with New Orleans and Oklahoma City[image: External link] due to damage caused by Hurricane Katrina[image: External link].

	The NBA extended its six-year television contract with Time Warner[image: External link]'s TNT[image: External link] and The Walt Disney Company[image: External link]'s ABC[image: External link] and ESPN through 2016.

	
Sacramento Kings[image: External link] small forward Ron Artest[image: External link] and Golden State Warriors[image: External link] shooting guard Stephen Jackson[image: External link] were suspended for the first seven games of the season.[2]


	The Orlando Magic[image: External link] got approvals in the last week of July for a new arena[image: External link], which was ready for the 2010–11 season.[3]


	After spending 12 seasons with the Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link], Kevin Garnett was traded to the Boston Celtics in exchange for seven different players, the largest trade in NBA history for one player.

	On November 2, 2007, the Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] made their plans to move to Oklahoma City[image: External link] official.[4]


	On December 23, 2007, Kobe Bryant became the youngest player to score 20,000 points at age 29 years, 122 days old, surpassing Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link]'s previous record of 29 years, 134 days old.[5]


	On December 24, 2007, the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] fired head coach Scott Skiles[image: External link] after a 9–16 start. Jim Boylan[image: External link] was named the interim head coach for the remaining games in the season three days later.[6]


	On January 11, 2008, NBA commissioner David Stern granted the Miami Heat a 51.9-second replay on their overtime game on December 19, 2007 versus the Atlanta Hawks[image: External link] because the official scorer ruled incorrectly that Shaquille O'Neal was fouled out, when he was on his fifth foul. The Hawks were fined $50,000 for their "gross negligence". The replay was held on March 8, 2008, before the teams' next meeting. This was the first replay since December 1982 when then-NBA commissioner Larry O'Brien granted a replay on a double overtime game between the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] and the Los Angeles Lakers.[7] This replay was continued despite O'Neal having been traded to the Phoenix Suns[image: External link].[8] The Hawks went on to win the replay.

	February 2008 was marked by several major trades by some the league's top teams. Some of the more notable trades include:

	
Pau Gasol going from the Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] to the Los Angeles Lakers for Kwame Brown, Javaris Crittenton[image: External link], Aaron McKie, draft rights to his brother Marc Gasol[image: External link], and two first-round draft picks in 2008 and 2010.[9]


	
Shaquille O'Neal going from the Miami Heat to the Phoenix Suns in return for Shawn Marion and Marcus Banks[image: External link].[10]


	
Mike Bibby going from the Sacramento Kings[image: External link] to the Atlanta Hawks in exchange for Anthony Johnson[image: External link], Tyronn Lue, Shelden Williams[image: External link], Lorenzen Wright, and a second-round 2008 draft pick.[11]


	
Jason Kidd, along with Malik Allen[image: External link] and Antoine Wright[image: External link] going from the New Jersey Nets[image: External link] to the Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] in exchange for Devin Harris[image: External link], DeSagana Diop[image: External link], Maurice Ager[image: External link], Trenton Hassell[image: External link], retired Keith Van Horn, two first-round draft picks and three million dollars.[12]


	
Kurt Thomas[image: External link] going from the Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] to the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] in exchange for Brent Barry[image: External link], Francisco Elson[image: External link] and a 2009 first-round draft pick. Brent Barry was immediately waived by the Sonics, and later re-signed by the Spurs.[13]


	A three-team deal between Cleveland[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link], and Seattle that saw Ben Wallace[image: External link] and Joe Smith, a 2009 second-round pick, Sonics forward Wally Szczerbiak[image: External link] and guard Delonte West[image: External link] all go to Cleveland, Cavs forwards Drew Gooden[image: External link] and Cedric Simmons[image: External link], guards Larry Hughes and Shannon Brown[image: External link] go to Chicago, Cavs forwards Ira Newble[image: External link] and Donyell Marshall[image: External link], and Bulls forward Adrian Griffin[image: External link] go to Seattle.[14]


	
Bonzi Wells[image: External link] and Mike James[image: External link] going from the Houston Rockets[image: External link] to the New Orleans Hornets[image: External link] for point guard Bobby Jackson[image: External link].[15]






	On February 28, 2008, Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]' LeBron James became the youngest player to score 10,000 points at age 23 years, 59 days old, surpassing Kobe Bryant's previous record of 24 years, 193 days old.[16]


	From January 29, 2008 to March 18, 2008, the Houston Rockets[image: External link] won 22 consecutive games, notching the fourth longest winning streak[image: External link] in NBA history.

	The Boston Celtics broke the record for the best single-season turnaround in NBA history by improving from 24 wins in 2006–07 to 66 wins this season, a total of 42 games.[17] The previous record of 36 games was held by the 1997–98 San Antonio Spurs[image: External link], who improved from 20 to 56 wins.[18][19]


	The Atlanta Hawks made the playoffs for the first time since 1999, ending the league's longest playoff drought[image: External link].[20]


	The Golden State Warriors[image: External link] missed the playoffs despite finishing the regular season with a 48-34 record.

	On April 28, 2008, Pat Riley announced that he would step down as the Miami Heat head coach after leading the team to a 15-67 record. Former Heat assistant coach Erik Spoelstra[image: External link] was announced as his replacement. Riley remained as team president.[21]


	The New Orleans Hornets[image: External link] (now the Pelicans) won their team's first (and as of 2016, only) playoff series in franchise history defeating the Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] 4-1. They lost a seven-game series to the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] in the conference semifinals.

	After losing in the first round of the playoffs, Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] coach Avery Johnson[image: External link] was fired as head coach. Former Pacers coach Rick Carlisle[image: External link] was named as Johnson's replacement.

	
Mike D'Antoni[image: External link] agreed to a four-year, $24 million contract with the New York Knicks[image: External link]. The team D'Antoni left, the Phoenix Suns, replaced him with Terry Porter[image: External link].

	The 2008 NBA Finals[image: External link] featured No. 1 seeds from both conferences for the first time since 2000[image: External link]. The Boston Celtics, who earned their first finals appearance since 1987[image: External link], faced the Los Angeles Lakers, reviving a classic rivalry not seen since the Lakers beat the Celtics 4-2 in 1987. This time the Celtics prevailed 4–2 over the Lakers.

	
Flip Saunders[image: External link] was dismissed as Detroit Pistons[image: External link] head coach, four days after the Celtics beat the Pistons in the Eastern Conference Finals.[22]


	On June 17, 2008, after a rough 26-game journey, the Boston Celtics won their record 17th NBA Championship with a six-game NBA Finals triumph over the Los Angeles Lakers.

	Beginning with this season, all NBA broadcasts on ESPN[image: External link], ABC[image: External link] and TNT[image: External link] include interviews with the head coaches by the courtside reporter prior to the second and fourth quarter of games. The visiting team's coach is interviewed before the second, the host team's coach is interviewed before the fourth quarter.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Coaching changes






	Offseason



	Team
	2006–07 coach
	2007–08 coach



	Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	Bernie Bickerstaff[image: External link]
	Sam Vincent[image: External link]



	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Jeff Van Gundy[image: External link]
	Rick Adelman[image: External link]



	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	Rick Carlisle[image: External link]
	Jim O'Brien



	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	Tony Barone[image: External link]
	Marc Iavaroni[image: External link]



	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Brian Hill[image: External link]
	Stan Van Gundy[image: External link]



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Eric Musselman[image: External link]
	Reggie Theus[image: External link]



	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	Bob Hill[image: External link]
	P.J. Carlesimo[image: External link]



	In-season



	Team
	Outgoing coach
	Incoming coach



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Scott Skiles[image: External link]
	Pete Myers[image: External link]



	Pete Myers[image: External link]
	Jim Boylan[image: External link]
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 Final standings
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 By division







	

	Eastern Conference[image: External link]





	
Atlantic Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	66
	16
	.805
	–
	35–6
	31–10
	14–2



	x-Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	25
	25–16
	16–25
	10–6



	x-Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	26
	22–19
	18–23
	7–9



	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	34
	48
	.415
	32
	21–20
	13–28
	4–12



	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	23
	59
	.280
	43
	15–26
	8–33
	5–11






	
Central Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	59
	23
	.720
	–
	34–7
	25–16
	11–5



	x-Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	14
	27–14
	18–23
	7–9



	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	36
	46
	.439
	23
	21–20
	15–26
	5–11



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	26
	20–21
	13–28
	11–5



	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	26
	56
	.317
	33
	19–22
	7–34
	6–10






	
Southeast Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	52
	30
	.634
	–
	25–16
	27–14
	12–4



	x-Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	9
	25–16
	18–23
	10–6



	x-Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	37
	45
	.451
	15
	25–16
	12–29
	9–7



	Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	20
	21–20
	11–30
	7–9



	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	15
	67
	.183
	37
	9–32
	6–35
	2–14





	

	Western Conference[image: External link]





	
Northwest Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	–
	37–4
	17–24
	13–3



	x-Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	4
	33–8
	17–24
	10–6



	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	13
	28–13
	13–28
	10–6



	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	22
	60
	.268
	32
	15–26
	7–34
	3–13



	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	20
	62
	.244
	34
	13–28
	7–34
	6–10






	
Pacific Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	57
	25
	.695
	–
	30–11
	27–14
	12–4



	x-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	55
	27
	.671
	2
	30–11
	25–16
	10–6



	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	48
	34
	.585
	9
	27–14
	21–20
	10–6



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	38
	44
	.463
	19
	26–15
	12–29
	3–13



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	23
	59
	.284
	34
	13–28
	10–31
	5–11






	
Southwest Division[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]






	W
	L
	PCT
	GB
	Home
	Road
	Div



	y-New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	56
	26
	.683
	–
	30–11
	26–15
	10–6



	x-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	56
	26
	.683
	–
	34–7
	22–19
	10–6



	x-Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	55
	27
	.671
	1
	31–10
	24–17
	8–8



	x-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	51
	31
	.622
	5
	34–7
	17–24
	10–6



	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	22
	60
	.268
	34
	14–27
	8–33
	2–14
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 By conference







	


	
Eastern Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	#
	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	66
	16
	.805
	–



	2
	y-Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	59
	23
	.720
	7



	3
	y-Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	52
	30
	.634
	14



	4
	x-Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	21



	5
	x-Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	23



	6
	x-Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	25



	7
	x-Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	26



	8
	x-Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	37
	45
	.451
	29



	



	9
	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	36
	46
	.439
	30



	10
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	34
	48
	.415
	32



	11
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	33
	49
	.402
	33



	12
	Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	34



	13
	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	26
	56
	.317
	40



	14
	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	23
	59
	.280
	43



	15
	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	15
	67
	.183
	51





	


	#
	
Western Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	c-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	57
	25
	.695
	–



	2
	y-New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	56
	26
	.683
	1



	3
	x-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	56
	26
	.683
	1



	4
	y-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	54
	28
	.659
	3



	5
	x-Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	55
	27
	.671
	2



	6
	x-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	55
	27
	.671
	2



	7
	x-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	51
	31
	.622
	6



	8
	x-Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	7



	



	9
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	48
	34
	.585
	9



	10
	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	16



	11
	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	38
	44
	.463
	19



	12
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	23
	59
	.280
	34



	13
	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	22
	60
	.268
	35



	14
	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	22
	60
	.268
	35



	15
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	20
	62
	.244
	37











Notes


	
z – Clinched home court advantage for the entire playoffs

	
c – Clinched home court advantage for the conference playoffs

	
x – Clinched playoff spot

	
y – Clinched division title
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 Playoffs




Teams in bold advanced to the next round. The numbers to the left of each team indicate the team's seeding in its conference, and the numbers to the right indicate the number of games the team won in that round. The division champions are marked by an asterisk. Home court advantage[image: External link] does not necessarily belong to the higher-seeded team, but instead the team with the better regular season record; teams enjoying the home advantage are shown in italics.

Main article: 2008 NBA Playoffs




	 
	First Round
	
	Conference Semifinals
	
	Conference Finals
	
	NBA Finals[image: External link]



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	
	E1
	Boston[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E8
	Atlanta[image: External link]
	3
	 



	
	 
	E1
	Boston[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	



	
	 
	E4
	Cleveland[image: External link]
	3
	 



	
	E4
	Cleveland[image: External link]
	4



	



	
	E5
	Washington[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	
	 
	E1
	Boston[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	Eastern Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	E2
	Detroit[image: External link]*
	2
	 



	
	E3
	Orlando[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	



	
	E6
	Toronto[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	 
	E3
	Orlando[image: External link]*
	1



	
	



	
	 
	E2
	Detroit[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	
	E2
	Detroit[image: External link]*
	4



	



	
	E7
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	
	 
	E1
	Boston[image: External link]*
	4



	
	
	



	
	 
	W1
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	2



	
	W1
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4
	 



	



	
	W8
	Denver[image: External link]
	0
	 



	
	 
	W1
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4



	
	



	
	 
	W4
	Utah[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	W4
	Utah[image: External link]*
	4



	



	
	W5
	Houston[image: External link]
	2
	 



	
	
	 
	W1
	LA Lakers[image: External link]*
	4



	
	Western Conference[image: External link]



	
	 
	W3
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	W3
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	4
	 



	



	
	W6
	Phoenix[image: External link]
	1
	 



	
	 
	W3
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	4



	
	



	
	 
	W2
	New Orleans[image: External link]*
	3
	 



	
	W2
	New Orleans[image: External link]*
	4



	



	
	W7
	Dallas[image: External link]
	1
	 






* Division winner

Bold Series winner

Italic Team with home-court advantage



This bracket:

	view[image: External link]

	talk[image: External link]

	edit[image: External link]
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 Statistics leaders






	Category
	Player
	Team
	Stat



	Points per game
	LeBron James
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	30.0



	Rebounds per game
	Dwight Howard[image: External link]
	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	14.2



	Assists per game
	Chris Paul[image: External link]
	New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]
	11.6



	Steals per game
	Chris Paul
	New Orleans Hornets
	2.71



	Blocks per game
	Marcus Camby
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	3.61



	Field goal percentage
	Andris Biedriņš[image: External link]
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	.626



	Free throw percentage
	Peja Stojaković
	New Orleans Hornets
	.929



	Three-point field goal percentage
	Jason Kapono[image: External link]
	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	.483
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 NBA awards
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 Yearly awards





	
Most Valuable Player[image: External link]: Kobe Bryant, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link][23]


	
Rookie of the Year: Kevin Durant, Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link][24]


	
Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link]: Kevin Garnett, Boston Celtics[image: External link][25]


	
Sixth Man of the Year[image: External link]: Manu Ginóbili[image: External link], San Antonio Spurs[image: External link][26]


	
Most Improved Player[image: External link]: Hedo Türkoğlu[image: External link], Orlando Magic[image: External link][27]


	
Coach of the Year[image: External link]: Byron Scott[image: External link], New Orleans Hornets[image: External link][28]


	
Executive of the Year[image: External link]: Danny Ainge[image: External link], Boston Celtics[29]


	
Sportsmanship Award[image: External link]: Grant Hill[image: External link], Phoenix Suns[image: External link][30]







	

	
All-NBA First Team[image: External link]:

	F Kevin Garnett – Boston Celtics[image: External link]


	F LeBron James – Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]


	C Dwight Howard[image: External link] – Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	G Kobe Bryant – Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G Chris Paul[image: External link] – New Orleans Hornets[image: External link][31]






	
NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link]:

	F Kevin Garnett – Boston Celtics[image: External link]


	F Tim Duncan – San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	C Marcus Camby – Denver Nuggets[image: External link]


	G Kobe Bryant – Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]


	G Bruce Bowen[image: External link] – San Antonio Spurs[image: External link][32]






	
NBA All-Rookie First Team[image: External link]:

	
Al Horford[image: External link] – Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]


	
Kevin Durant – Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]


	
Luis Scola[image: External link] – Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	
Al Thornton[image: External link] – Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]


	
Jeff Green[image: External link] – Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link][33]









	

	
All-NBA Second Team:

	F Tim Duncan – San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]


	F Dirk Nowitzki – Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]


	C Amar'e Stoudemire – Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	G Steve Nash[image: External link] – Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	G Deron Williams[image: External link] – Utah Jazz[image: External link][31]






	
NBA All-Defensive Second Team:

	F Tayshaun Prince[image: External link] – Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	F Shane Battier[image: External link] – Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	C Dwight Howard[image: External link] – Orlando Magic[image: External link]


	G Raja Bell[image: External link] – Phoenix Suns[image: External link]


	G Chris Paul[image: External link] – New Orleans Hornets[image: External link][32]






	
NBA All-Rookie Second Team:

	
Jamario Moon[image: External link] – Toronto Raptors[image: External link]


	
Juan Carlos Navarro[image: External link] – Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]


	
Thaddeus Young[image: External link] – Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]


	
Rodney Stuckey – Detroit Pistons[image: External link]


	
Carl Landry[image: External link] – Houston Rockets[image: External link][33]









	

	
All-NBA Third Team:

	F Carlos Boozer – Utah Jazz[image: External link]


	F Paul Pierce[image: External link] – Boston Celtics[image: External link]


	C Yao Ming – Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	G Tracy McGrady – Houston Rockets[image: External link]


	G Manu Ginóbili[image: External link] – San Antonio Spurs[image: External link][31]
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 Players of the week




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Players of the Week.



	Week
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	01Oct. 30 – Nov. 4
	Granger, DannyDanny Granger[image: External link] (Indiana Pacers[image: External link]) (1/1)
	McGrady, TracyTracy McGrady (Houston Rockets[image: External link]) (1/2)
	



	02Nov. 5 – Nov. 11
	Garnett, KevinKevin Garnett (Boston Celtics[image: External link]) (1/3)
	Ming, YaoYao Ming (Houston Rockets[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	03Nov. 12 – Nov. 18
	Howard, DwightDwight Howard[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (1/2)
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (1/3)
	



	04Nov. 19 – Nov. 25
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (1/3)
	Parker, TonyTony Parker[image: External link] (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	05Nov. 26 – Dec. 2
	Howard, DwightDwight Howard[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (2/2)
	Jackson, StephenStephen Jackson[image: External link] (Golden State Warriors[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	06Dec. 3 – Dec. 9
	Smith, JoshJosh Smith[image: External link] (Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Roy, BrandonBrandon Roy (Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]) (1/2)
	



	07Dec. 10 – Dec. 16
	Pierce, PaulPaul Pierce[image: External link] (Boston Celtics[image: External link]) (1/2)
	Roy, BrandonBrandon Roy (Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]) (2/2)
	



	08Dec. 17 – Dec. 23
	Johnson, JoeJoe Johnson[image: External link] (Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]) (1/2)
	Anthony, CarmeloCarmelo Anthony (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (1/2)
	



	09Dec. 24 – Dec. 30
	Pierce, PaulPaul Pierce[image: External link] (Boston Celtics[image: External link]) (2/2)
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (1/2)
	



	10Dec. 31 – Jan. 6
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (2/3)
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (2/3)
	



	11Jan. 7 – Jan. 13
	Bosh, ChrisChris Bosh[image: External link] (Toronto Raptors[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/3)
	



	12Jan. 14 – Jan. 20
	Wallace, GeraldGerald Wallace (Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Davis, BaronBaron Davis (Golden State Warriors[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	13Jan. 21 – Jan. 27
	Türkoğlu, HedoHedo Türkoğlu[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (1/2)
	Jefferson, AlAl Jefferson[image: External link] (Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	14Jan. 28 – Feb. 3
	Türkoğlu, HedoHedo Türkoğlu[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (2/2)
	Miller, BradBrad Miller[image: External link] (Sacramento Kings[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	15Feb. 4 – Feb. 10
	Miller, AndreAndre Miller (Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]) (1/2)
	Stoudemire, Amar'eAmar'e Stoudemire (Phoenix Suns[image: External link]) (1/2)
	



	16Feb. 19 – Feb. 24
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (3/3)
	Ginobili, ManuManu Ginobili[image: External link] (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	17Feb. 25 – Mar. 2
	Miller, AndreAndre Miller (Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]) (2/2)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (2/3)
	



	18Mar. 3 – Mar. 9
	Richardson, JasonJason Richardson[image: External link] (Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]) (1/2)
	McGrady, TracyTracy McGrady (Houston Rockets[image: External link]) (2/2)
	



	19Mar. 10 – Mar. 16
	Jamison, AntawnAntawn Jamison[image: External link] (Washington Wizards[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Stoudemire, Amar'eAmar'e Stoudemire (Phoenix Suns[image: External link]) (2/2)
	



	20Mar. 17 – Mar. 23
	Garnett, KevinKevin Garnett (Boston Celtics[image: External link]) (2/3)
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (2/2)
	



	21Mar. 24 – Mar. 30
	Richardson, JasonJason Richardson[image: External link] (Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link]) (2/2)
	Anthony, CarmeloCarmelo Anthony (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (2/2)
	



	22Mar. 31 – Apr. 6
	Johnson, JoeJoe Johnson[image: External link] (Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]) (2/2)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (3/3)
	



	23Apr. 7 – Apr. 13
	Garnett, KevinKevin Garnett (Boston Celtics[image: External link]) (3/3)
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson (Denver Nuggets[image: External link]) (3/3)
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 Players of the month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Players of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	01October – November
	Howard, DwightDwight Howard[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (1/2)
	Boozer, CarlosCarlos Boozer (Utah Jazz[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	02December
	Howard, DwightDwight Howard[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (2/2)
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (1/2)
	



	03January
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (1/2)
	Ming, YaoYao Ming (Houston Rockets[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	04February
	James, LeBronLeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (2/2)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/2)
	



	05March
	Johnson, JoeJoe Johnson[image: External link] (Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Paul, ChrisChris Paul[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (2/2)
	



	06April
	Türkoğlu, HedoHedo Türkoğlu[image: External link] (Orlando Magic[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (2/2)
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 Rookies of the month




The following players were named the Eastern and Western Conference Rookies of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	01October – November
	Horford, AlAl Horford[image: External link] (Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]) (1/3)
	Durant, KevinKevin Durant (Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]) (1/5)
	[34]



	02December
	Jianlian, YiYi Jianlian[image: External link] (Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Durant, KevinKevin Durant (Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]) (2/5)
	[35]



	03January
	Moon, JamarioJamario Moon[image: External link] (Toronto Raptors[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Durant, KevinKevin Durant (Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]) (3/5)
	[36]



	04February
	Horford, AlAl Horford[image: External link] (Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]) (2/3)
	Scola, LuisLuis Scola[image: External link] (Houston Rockets[image: External link]) (1/1)
	[37]



	05March
	Horford, AlAl Horford[image: External link] (Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]) (3/3)
	Durant, KevinKevin Durant (Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]) (4/5)
	[38]



	06April
	Sessions, RamonRamon Sessions[image: External link] (Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Durant, KevinKevin Durant (Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]) (5/5)
	[39]
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 Coaches of the month




The following coaches were named the Eastern and Western Conference Coaches of the Month.



	Month
	Eastern Conference
	Western Conference
	Ref.



	01October – November
	Rivers, DocDoc Rivers[image: External link] (Boston Celtics[image: External link]) (1/3)
	Popovich, GreggGregg Popovich[image: External link] (San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	02December
	Saunders, FlipFlip Saunders[image: External link] (Detroit Pistons[image: External link]) (1/2)
	McMillan, NateNate McMillan (Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	03January
	Brown, MikeMike Brown[image: External link] (Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]) (1/1)
	Scott, ByronByron Scott[image: External link] (New Orleans Hornets[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	04February
	Saunders, FlipFlip Saunders[image: External link] (Detroit Pistons[image: External link]) (2/2)
	Adelman, RickRick Adelman[image: External link] (Houston Rockets[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	05March
	Rivers, DocDoc Rivers[image: External link] (Boston Celtics[image: External link]) (2/3)
	Sloan, JerryJerry Sloan (Utah Jazz[image: External link]) (1/1)
	



	06April
	Rivers, DocDoc Rivers[image: External link] (Boston Celtics[image: External link]) (3/3)
	Jackson, PhilPhil Jackson (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]) (1/1)
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NCAA Men's Basketball All-Americans






The NCAA Men's Basketball All-American teams are teams made up of National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (NCAA) basketball players voted the best in the country by a variety of organizations.
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 History




College basketball All-American teams were first named by both College Humor[image: External link] magazine and the Christy Walsh Syndicate in 1929. In 1932, the Converse[image: External link] shoe company began publishing All-American teams in their yearly "Converse Basketball Yearbook," and continued doing so until they ceased publication of the yearbook in 1983. The Helms Athletic Foundation[image: External link], created in 1936, retroactively named All-American teams for years 1905–35, and also continued naming teams until 1983.[1] The Associated Press began naming its team selections in 1948.[1]
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 Consensus teams




While an increasing number of media outlets select All-America teams, the NCAA recognizes consensus All-America teams back to 1905.[2] These teams have drawn from two to six major media sources over the years, and are intended to reflect the opinions of most college basketball experts. Today the four teams used to select consensus teams are: the Associated Press, The National Association of Basketball Coaches[image: External link], the United States Basketball Writers Association[image: External link] and Sporting News[image: External link] magazine. Since 1984, the NCAA has applied a standardized point system to those teams designated as "major" All-American teams to determine consensus teams. The point system consists of three points for first team, two points for second team and one point for third team. No honorable mention or fourth team or lower are used in the computation. The top five totals plus ties are first team and the next five plus ties are second team.[3]
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 Teams used to determine consensus selections




Through the years, the following media outlets have been recognized and have been used to determine consensus teams. From 1905 to 1928, the Helms Athletic Foundation All-America teams are considered the "official" teams of those years by the NCAA.[4]



	Granting Institution
	Years



	Helms Athletic Foundation[image: External link]
	
1929[image: External link]– 1948[image: External link]




	College Humor magazine[image: External link]
	
1929[image: External link]– 1933[image: External link]; 1936[image: External link]




	Christy Walsh Syndicate
	
1929[image: External link]– 1930[image: External link]




	Converse Yearbook[image: External link]
	
1932[image: External link]– 1948[image: External link]




	Literary Digest magazine[image: External link]
	1934[image: External link]



	Madison Square Garden[image: External link]
	1937[image: External link]



	Omaha World[image: External link]
	
1937[image: External link]– 1942[image: External link]




	Newspaper Enterprise Association (NEA)[image: External link]
	
1938[image: External link]; 1953[image: External link]– 1963[image: External link]




	Collyer's News Bureau
	
1942[image: External link]– 1944[image: External link]




	Pic magazine
	1939[image: External link]



	Sporting News[image: External link]
	
1943[image: External link]– 1946[image: External link]; 1960[image: External link]– 1962[image: External link]; 1998[image: External link]–present



	Argosy magazine[image: External link]
	1945[image: External link]



	True magazine[image: External link]
	
1946[image: External link]– 1947[image: External link]




	
Associated Press (AP)
	
1948[image: External link]–present



	
United Press International[image: External link] (UPI)
	
1949[image: External link]–1996




	Look magazine[image: External link]
	
1949[image: External link]– 1962[image: External link]




	Collier's magazine[image: External link]
	
1949[image: External link]– 1956[image: External link]




	International News Service[image: External link]
	
1950[image: External link]– 1958[image: External link]




	
National Association of Basketball Coaches[image: External link] (NABC)
	
1957[image: External link]–present



	National Collegiate Association Bureau
	1961[image: External link]



	
United States Basketball Writers Association[image: External link] (USBWA)
	
1963[image: External link]–present
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 Team leaders




The top ten schools with the most consensus first-team All-Americans are listed below, ranked by total number of selections. For a complete list, please see the official NCAA records[image: External link].



	School
	Selections
	Players
	Most Recent



	Kansas[image: External link]
	29
	22
	2017 (Frank Mason III[image: External link])



	North Carolina[image: External link]
	27
	18
	2017 (Justin Jackson[image: External link])



	Kentucky[image: External link]
	26
	20
	2016 (Tyler Ulis[image: External link])



	Purdue[image: External link]
	26
	18
	2017 (Caleb Swanigan[image: External link])



	Penn[image: External link]
	24
	14
	1953 (Ernie Beck[image: External link])



	Notre Dame[image: External link]
	23
	14
	2015 (Jerian Grant[image: External link])



	UCLA[image: External link]
	22
	15
	2017 (Lonzo Ball[image: External link])



	Duke[image: External link]
	21
	18
	2015 (Jahlil Okafor[image: External link])



	Wisconsin[image: External link]
	21
	18
	2015 (Frank Kaminsky[image: External link])



	Columbia[image: External link]
	19
	13
	1957 (Chet Forte[image: External link])
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 Academic All-Americans




Main article: Academic All-America[image: External link]


In 1963, the first Academic All-American[image: External link] basketball team was named. The first team, selected by the College Sports Information Directors of America[image: External link] (CoSIDA), consisted of: Rod Thorn[image: External link] of West Virginia[image: External link], Ken Charlton[image: External link] of Colorado[image: External link], Gerry Ward[image: External link] of Boston College[image: External link], Art Becker[image: External link] of Arizona State[image: External link] and Ray Flynn[image: External link] of Providence[image: External link].[5] CoSIDA has named Academic All-America teams continuously each year since.
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 Preseason All-Americans




In 1986, the Associated Press named the first preseason All-America team for the 1986–87 NCAA Division I men's basketball season. Navy's[image: External link] David Robinson was the leading vote-getter that year. He was joined on the team by Steve Alford[image: External link] of Indiana[image: External link], Danny Manning of Kansas[image: External link], Kenny Smith[image: External link] of North Carolina[image: External link] and Pervis Ellison of Louisville[image: External link].[6] In 2011, Harrison Barnes[image: External link] of North Carolina became the first freshman voted a preseason All-American by the AP.[7]
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 See also





	All-America[image: External link]

	College basketball[image: External link]

	
AAU Men's Basketball All-Americans[image: External link] – similar honor presented to men's basketball players in the Amateur Athletic Union[image: External link] between 1920–21 and 1967–68
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1996 NCAA Men's Basketball All-Americans






The Consensus 1996 College Basketball All-American team, as determined by aggregating the results of four major All-American teams.[1] To earn "consensus" status, a player must win honors from a majority of the following teams: the Associated Press, the USBWA[image: External link], The United Press International[image: External link] and the National Association of Basketball Coaches[image: External link].

1996 was the last year that the UPI teams were named. After being considered a part of consensus selections since 1949, they would be replaced in 1998 by the Sporting News[image: External link] All-American team.

1996 Consensus All-America team



	Consensus First Team



	Player
	Position
	Class
	Team



	Ray Allen
	G
	Junior
	Connecticut[image: External link]



	Marcus Camby
	C
	Junior
	Massachusetts[image: External link]



	Tony Delk
	G
	Senior
	Kentucky[image: External link]



	Tim Duncan
	C
	Junior
	Wake Forest[image: External link]



	Allen Iverson
	G
	Sophomore
	Georgetown[image: External link]



	Kerry Kittles[image: External link]
	G
	Senior
	Villanova[image: External link]









	Consensus Second Team



	Player
	Position
	Class
	Team



	Danny Fortson[image: External link]
	F
	Sophomore
	Cincinnati[image: External link]



	Keith Van Horn
	F
	Junior
	Utah[image: External link]



	Jacque Vaughn
	G
	Junior
	Kansas[image: External link]



	John Wallace
	F
	Senior
	Syracuse[image: External link]



	Lorenzen Wright
	F/C
	Sophomore
	Memphis[image: External link]




Individual All-America teams



	All-America Team



	First team
	Second team
	Third team



	Player
	School
	Player
	School
	Player
	School



	
Associated Press[2]

	Ray Allen
	Connecticut[image: External link]
	Tony Delk
	Kentucky[image: External link]
	Shareef Abdur-Rahim
	California[image: External link]



	Marcus Camby
	Massachusetts
	Danny Fortson[image: External link]
	Cincinnati[image: External link]
	Brian Evans
	Indiana[image: External link]



	Tim Duncan
	Wake Forest[image: External link]
	Keith Van Horn
	Utah[image: External link]
	Stephon Marbury
	Georgia Tech[image: External link]



	Allen Iverson
	Georgetown[image: External link]
	Jacque Vaughn
	Kansas[image: External link]
	Jason Sasser
	Texas Tech[image: External link]



	Kerry Kittles[image: External link]
	Villanova[image: External link]
	John Wallace
	Syracuse[image: External link]
	Lorenzen Wright
	Memphis[image: External link]



	
USBWA[image: External link][3]

	Ray Allen
	Connecticut
	Danny Fortson
	Cincinnati
	No third team



	Marcus Camby
	Massachusetts
	Kerry Kittles
	Villanova



	Tony Delk
	Kentucky
	Keith Van Horn
	Utah



	Tim Duncan
	Wake Forest
	Jacque Vaughn
	Kansas



	Allen Iverson
	Georgetown
	John Wallace
	Syracuse



	
NABC[image: External link][4]

	Ray Allen
	Connecticut
	Tony Delk
	Kentucky
	Shareef Abdur-Rahim
	California



	Marcus Camby
	Massachusetts
	Danny Fortson
	Cincinnati
	Brian Evans
	Indiana



	Tim Duncan
	Wake Forest
	Keith Van Horn
	Utah
	Stephon Marbury
	Georgia Tech



	Allen Iverson
	Georgetown
	Jacque Vaughn
	Kansas
	Ryan Minor
	Oklahoma[image: External link]



	Kerry Kittles
	Villanova
	John Wallace
	Syracuse
	Lorenzen Wright
	Memphis



	
UPI[image: External link][5]

	Ray Allen
	Connecticut
	Danny Fortson
	Cincinnati
	Brian Evans
	Indiana



	Marcus Camby
	Massachusetts
	Kerry Kittles
	Villanova
	Malik Rose
	Drexel[image: External link]



	Tony Delk
	Kentucky
	Keith Van Horn
	Utah
	Jason Sasser
	Texas Tech



	Tim Duncan
	Wake Forest
	Jacque Vaughn
	Kansas
	Doron Sheffer
	Connecticut



	Allen Iverson
	Georgetown
	Lorenzen Wright
	Memphis
	John Wallace
	Syracuse




AP Honorable Mention[6]




	

	Drew Barry, Georgia Tech

	Marcus Brown, Murray State[image: External link]

	
Ace Custis[image: External link], Virginia Tech[image: External link]


	
Erick Dampier, Mississippi State[image: External link]


	
Adonal Foyle[image: External link], Colgate[image: External link]


	
Todd Fuller, NC State[image: External link]





	

	Matt Harpring[image: External link], Georgia Tech

	
Ronnie Henderson[image: External link], LSU[image: External link]


	
Brevin Knight[image: External link], Stanford[image: External link]


	
Pete Lisicky[image: External link], Penn State[image: External link]


	
Marcus Mann, Mississippi Valley State[image: External link]


	
Anquell McCollum[image: External link], Western Carolina[image: External link]





	

	Ryan Minor, Oklahoma

	Steve Nash[image: External link], Santa Clara[image: External link]

	
Jeff Nordgaard[image: External link], Wisconsin–Green Bay[image: External link]


	
Charles O'Bannon[image: External link], UCLA[image: External link]


	
Edgar Padilla, Massachusetts

	Malik Rose, Drexel




	

	Shea Seals[image: External link], Tulsa[image: External link]

	
Jess Settles, Iowa[image: External link]


	
Antoine Walker, Kentucky

	
Bonzi Wells[image: External link], Ball State[image: External link]


	
Dedric Willoughby[image: External link], Iowa State[image: External link]
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Point (basketball)






For other uses, see Point (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Points in basketball are used to keep track of the score in a game. Points can be accumulated by making field goals (two or three points) or free throws (one point). If a player makes a field goal from within the three-point line, the player scores two points. If the player makes a field goal from beyond the three-point line, the player scores three points. The team that has recorded the most points at the end of a game is declared that game's winner.
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 NBA
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 Regular season





	Most career points: Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link] (38,387 pts)[1]


	Highest career scoring average: Michael Jordan[image: External link] (30.12 ppg)[2]


	Most points scored in a season: 4,029 by Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link] (1961–62)[3]


	Highest seasonal scoring average: 50.4 by Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link] (1961–62)[3]


	Most points in one game: 100[image: External link] by Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link] (3/2/1962 vs. New York Knicks[image: External link])[3]


	Most points in one half, Regular Season: 59 by Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link][3]


	Most points in one quarter, Regular Season: 37 by Klay Thompson[image: External link][3]


	Most points in one overtime period, Regular Season: 17 by Stephen Curry[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Playoffs





	Most career points, Playoffs: LeBron James (5,995)

	Highest career scoring average, Playoffs: Michael Jordan[image: External link] (33.4)

	Most points in one game, Playoffs: Michael Jordan[image: External link] (63, 4/20/1986 vs. Boston Celtics[image: External link] [2OT])

	Most points in one half, Playoffs: Sleepy Floyd[image: External link] (39, Golden State Warriors[image: External link] vs. L.A. Lakers[image: External link])

	Most points in one quarter, Playoffs: Sleepy Floyd[image: External link] (29, Golden State Warriors[image: External link] vs. L.A. Lakers[image: External link])

	Most points in one overtime period, Playoffs: 17 by Stephen Curry[image: External link]


	Most points in one game, Finals: Elgin Baylor (61, 4/14/1962 vs. Boston Celtics[image: External link])

	Most points in one half, Finals: Michael Jordan[image: External link] (35, 6/3/1992 vs. Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link])
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 U.S. College





	Most points in one game: 138 points by Grinnell's[image: External link] Jack Taylor[image: External link] on November 20, 2012
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	List of National Basketball Association top individual scoring season averages[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association top rookie scoring averages[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association career rebounding leaders[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association career assists leaders
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Rebound (basketball)






In basketball, a rebound, colloquially referred to as a board,[1] is a statistic awarded to a player who retrieves the ball[image: External link] after a missed field goal or free throw.[2] Rebounds[image: External link] are also given to a player who tips in a missed shot on his team's offensive end. Rebounds[image: External link] in basketball are a routine part in the game, as all possessions change after a shot is successfully made, or the rebound allows the defensive team to take possession. A rebound can be grabbed by either an offensive player or a defensive player.
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 Types of rebounds




Rebounds are divided into two main categories: "offensive rebounds", in which the ball is recovered by the offensive side and does not change possession, and "defensive rebounds", in which the defending team gains possession. The majority of rebounds are defensive because the team on defense tends to be in better position (i.e., closer to the basket) to recover missed shots. Offensive rebounds give the offensive team another opportunity to score whether right away or by resetting the offense. A block is not considered a rebound.

A ball does not need to actually "rebound" off the rim or backboard for a rebound to be credited. Rebounds are credited after any missed shot, including air balls[image: External link].

If a player takes a shot and misses and the ball bounces on the ground before someone picks it up, then the person who picks up the ball is credited for a rebound.

Rebounds are credited to the first player that gains clear possession of the ball or to the player that successfully deflects the ball into the basket for a score. A rebound is credited to a team when it gains possession of the ball after any missed shot that is not cleared by a single player (e.g., deflected out of bounds after the shot, blocked out of bounds, bounced directly off the rim out of bounds). A team rebound is never credited to any player, and is generally considered to be a formality as according to the rules of basketball, every missed shot must be rebounded whether a single player controls the ball or not.

Great rebounders tend to be tall and strong. Because height is so important, most rebounds are made by centers[image: External link] and power forwards[image: External link], who are often positioned closer to the basket. The lack of height can sometimes be compensated by the strength to box out[image: External link] taller players away from the ball to capture the rebound. For example, Charles Barkley once led the league in rebounding despite usually being much shorter than his counterparts. Also, some shorter guards can be excellent rebounders as well such as point guard Jason Kidd who led the New Jersey Nets in rebounding for several years. Great rebounders must also have a keen sense of timing and positioning. Great leaping ability is an important asset, but not absolutely necessary. Players such as Larry Bird[image: External link] and Moses Malone were excellent rebounders, but were never known for their leaping ability. Bird has stated, "Most rebounds are taken below the rim. That's where I get mine").[3]
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 Boxing out




Players position themselves in the best spot to get the rebound by "boxing out"—i.e., by positioning themselves between an opponent and the basket, and maintaining body contact with the player he is guarding. The action can also be called "blocking out". A team can be boxed out by several players using this technique to stop the other team from rebounding.

Because fighting for a rebound can be very physical, rebounding is often regarded as "grunt work" or a "hustle" play. Overly aggressive boxing out or preventing being boxed out can lead to personal fouls[image: External link].
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 Statistics




Statistics of a player's "rebounds per game" or "rebounding average" measure a player's rebounding effectiveness by dividing the number of rebounds by the number of games played. Rebound rates[image: External link] go beyond raw rebound totals by taking into account external factors, such as the number of shots taken in games and the percentage of those shots that are made (the total number of rebounds available).

Rebounds were first officially recorded in the NBA during the 1950–51 season[image: External link]. Both offensive and defensive rebounds were first officially recorded in the NBA during the 1973–74 season[image: External link] and ABA during the 1967–68 season[image: External link].

New camera technology has been able to shed much more light on where missed shots will likely land.[4]
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 Notable rebounders in the NBA





	
Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link] – led the NBA[image: External link] in rebounds in 11 different seasons, has the most career rebounds in the regular season (23,924), the highest career average (22.9 rpg), the single season rebounding records in total (2,149) and average (27.2 rpg), most rebounds in a regular season game (55) and playoff game (41) in the NBA, and has the most career All-Star Game rebounds (197).[2]


	
Bill Russell[image: External link] – first player to average over 20 rebounds per game in the regular season, ranks second to Chamberlain in regular season total (21,620) and average (22.5) rebounds, averaged more than 20 rebounds per game in 10 of 13 seasons played, grabbed 51 rebounds in a single game (second best ever), grabbed record 32 rebounds in one half, grabbed 40 rebounds in the NBA Finals twice, and is the all-time playoff leader in total (4,104) and average (24.9 rpg) rebounds.

	
Bob Pettit – averaged 20.3 rebounds per game in the 1960-61 season, his career average of 16.2 rebounds per game is third all-time, and holds the top two performances for rebounds in an NBA All-Star Game with 26 (in 1958) and 27 (in 1962).

	
Nate Thurmond – averaged more than 20 rebounds per game in two seasons (including 22.0 rpg in the 1967-68 season), career average of 15.0 rpg, and holds the all-time NBA record for rebounds in a single quarter with 18. He is also the only player besides Bill Russell, Wilt Chamberlain and Jerry Lucas to record more than 40 rebounds in a single game.

	
Jerry Lucas[image: External link] – averaged more than 20 rebounds per game in two seasons (including 21.1 rpg in the 1965-66 season), and had a career average of 15.6 rpg. Along with Russell, Chamberlain and Thurmond is one of only four players to grab at least 40 rebounds in a single game.

	
Moses Malone – led the NBA in rebounds per game in six different seasons including a high of 17.6 rpg in the 1978-79 season, ranks first in career offensive rebounds in the regular season (offensive and defensive rebounds were not recorded separately until the 1973-74 season), and ranks fifth all-time in total regular season rebounds in the NBA (third if ABA[image: External link] rebounds are also included).

	
Dennis Rodman – led the league in rebounds per game an NBA record 7 consecutive seasons, including a high of 18.7 rpg in the 1991-92 season. Rodman holds the top seven rebound rate[image: External link] seasons since the 1970-71 season. Rodman has the highest career rebounding average of any player since the NBA began recording offensive and defensive rebounds in 1973–74[image: External link].

	
Dwight Howard[image: External link] – only player to lead the NBA in rebounding three times before turning 25 years old. Howard has led the league in rebounding five times.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	List of National Basketball Association career rebounding leaders[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association season rebounding leaders[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association players with most rebounds in a game[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association top individual rebounding season averages[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association top rookie rebounding averages[image: External link]

	Rebound (sports)[image: External link]

	The Gun (basketball)[image: External link]

	List of Philippine Basketball Association career rebounding leaders[image: External link]
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Assist (basketball)






In basketball, an assist is attributed to a player who passes the ball to a teammate in a way that leads to a score by field goal, meaning that he or she was "assisting" in the basket. There is some judgment involved in deciding whether a passer should be credited with an assist. An assist can be scored for the passer even if the player who receives the pass makes a basket after dribbling the ball. However, the original definition of an assist did not include such situations,[1] so the comparison of assist statistics across eras is a complex matter.

Only the pass directly before the score may be counted as an assist, so no more than one assist can be recorded per field goal (unlike in other sports, such as ice hockey[image: External link]). A pass that leads to a shooting foul and scoring by free throws[image: External link] does not count as an assist in the NBA, but does in FIBA play (only one assist is awarded per set of free throws in which at least one free throw is made).

Point guards tend to get the most assists per game (apg), as their role is primarily that of a passer and ballhandler. Centers[image: External link] tend to get fewer assists, but centers with good floor presence and court vision can dominate a team by assisting. Being inside the key, the center often has the best angles and the best position for "dishes" and other short passes in the scoring area. Center Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link] led the NBA in assists in 1968. A strong center with inside-scoring prowess, such as former NBA center Hakeem Olajuwon, can also be an effective assistor because the defense's double-teaming[image: External link] tends to open up offense in the form of shooters.

The NBA single-game assist team record is 53, held by the Milwaukee Bucks, on December 26, 1978.[2] The NBA single-game assist individual record is 30, held by Scott Skiles of the Orlando Magic on December 30, 1990.

The NBA record for most career assists is held by John Stockton[image: External link], with 15,806, Stockton also holds the NBA single season assist per game record with 14.5 during the 1989-1990 regular season. The highest career assist per game average in NBA history is held by Magic Johnson[image: External link], with 11.2 assist per game.

See also


	List of National Basketball Association career assists leaders

	List of National Basketball Association season assists leaders[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association players with most assists in a game[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association career playoff assists leaders[image: External link]
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Basketball






This article is about the sport. For the ball used in the sport, see Basketball (ball)[image: External link]. For other uses, see Basketball (disambiguation)[image: External link].



	Basketball



	Highest governing body[image: External link]

	FIBA[image: External link]



	First played
	December 21, 1891; 125 years ago. Springfield[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link], U.S.



	Characteristics



	Contact
	No



	Team members
	5 per side



	Mixed gender
	Yes, separate competitions



	Type
	Indoor



	Equipment
	Basketball[image: External link]



	Venue
	Indoor court (mainly) or outdoor court ( Streetball[image: External link])



	Presence



	Country or region
	Worldwide



	Olympic[image: External link]
	Yes, Demonstrated in the 1904 and 1924 Summer Olympics

Part of the Summer Olympic program since 1936



	Paralympic[image: External link]
	Yes




Basketball is a non-contact sport played on a rectangular court[image: External link]. While most often played as a team sport[image: External link] with five players on each side, three-on-three, two-on-two, and one-on-one competitions are also common. The objective is to shoot a ball[image: External link] through a hoop 18 inches (46 cm) in diameter and 10 feet (3.048 m) high that is mounted to a backboard[image: External link] at each end of the court. The game was invented in 1891 by Dr. James Naismith[image: External link], who would be the first basketball coach of the Kansas Jayhawks[image: External link], one of the most successful programs in the game's history.

A team can score a field goal by shooting the ball through the basket being defended by the opposition team during regular play. A field goal scores three points for the shooting team if the player shoots from behind the three-point line[image: External link], and two points if shot from in front of the line. A team can also score via free throws, which are worth one point, after the other team is assessed with certain fouls. The team with the most points at the end of the game wins, but additional time (overtime) is mandated when the score is tied at the end of regulation. The ball can be advanced on the court by passing it to a teammate, or by bouncing it while walking or running (dribbling). It is a violation to lift, or drag, one's pivot foot without dribbling the ball[image: External link], to carry[image: External link] it, or to hold the ball with both hands then resume dribbling[image: External link].

The game has many individual techniques for displaying skill—ball-handling, shooting, passing, dribbling, dunking, shot-blocking, and rebounding. Basketball teams generally have player positions[image: External link], the tallest and strongest members of a team are called a center[image: External link] or power forward[image: External link], while slightly shorter and more agile players are called small forward[image: External link], and the shortest players or those who possess the best ball handling skills are called a point guard or shooting guard. The point guard directs the on court action of the team, implementing the coach's game plan, and managing the execution of offensive and defensive plays (player positioning).

Basketball is one of the world's most popular and widely viewed sports.[1] The National Basketball Association (NBA) is the most popular and widely considered to be the highest level of professional basketball[image: External link] in the world and NBA players are the world's best paid athletes by average annual salary per player.[2][3] Outside North America, the top clubs from national leagues qualify to continental championships such as the Euroleague[image: External link] and FIBA Americas League[image: External link]. The FIBA Basketball World Cup[image: External link] attracts the top national teams from around the world. Each continent hosts regional competitions for national teams, like EuroBasket[image: External link] and FIBA Americas Championship[image: External link].

The FIBA Women's Basketball World Cup[image: External link] features the top national women's basketball[image: External link] teams from continental championships. The main North American league is the WNBA[image: External link], whereas the EuroLeague Women[image: External link] has been dominated by teams from the Russian Women's Basketball Premier League[image: External link].
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 History




Main article: History of basketball[image: External link]
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 Creation




In early December 1891, Canadian[image: External link] Dr. James Naismith,[4] a physical education professor and instructor at the International Young Men's Christian Association Training School[5] ( YMCA[image: External link]) (today, Springfield College[image: External link]) in Springfield[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link], was trying to keep his gym class active on a rainy day. He sought a vigorous indoor game to keep his students occupied and at proper levels of fitness during the long New England[image: External link] winters. After rejecting other ideas as either too rough or poorly suited to walled-in gymnasiums[image: External link], he wrote the basic rules[image: External link] and nailed a peach[image: External link] basket onto a 10-foot (3.0 m) elevated track. In contrast with modern basketball nets, this peach basket retained its bottom, and balls had to be retrieved manually after each "basket" or point scored; this proved inefficient, however, so the bottom of the basket was removed,[6] allowing the balls to be poked out with a long dowel[image: External link] each time.

Basketball was originally played with a soccer ball[image: External link]. These round balls from "association football" were made, at the time, with a set of laces to close off the hole needed for inserting the inflatable bladder after the other sewn-together segments of the ball's cover had been flipped outside-in.[7][8] These laces could cause bounce passes and dribbling to be unpredictable.[9] Eventually a lace-free ball construction method was invented, and this change to the game was endorsed by Naismith. (Whereas in American football, the lace construction proved to be advantageous for gripping and remains to this day.) The first balls made specifically for basketball were brown, and it was only in the late 1950s that Tony Hinkle[image: External link], searching for a ball that would be more visible to players and spectators alike, introduced the orange ball that is now in common use. Dribbling was not part of the original game except for the "bounce pass" to teammates. Passing the ball was the primary means of ball movement. Dribbling was eventually introduced but limited by the asymmetric shape of early balls. Dribbling only became a major part of the game around the 1950s[citation needed[image: External link]], as manufacturing improved the ball shape.

The peach baskets were used until 1906 when they were finally replaced by metal hoops with backboards. A further change was soon made, so the ball merely passed through. Whenever a person got the ball in the basket, his team would gain a point. Whichever team got the most points won the game.[10] The baskets were originally nailed to the mezzanine balcony of the playing court, but this proved impractical when spectators in the balcony began to interfere with shots. The backboard was introduced to prevent this interference; it had the additional effect of allowing rebound shots.[11] Naismith's handwritten diaries, discovered by his granddaughter in early 2006, indicate that he was nervous about the new game he had invented, which incorporated rules from a children's game called "Duck on a Rock[image: External link]", as many had failed before it.

Frank Mahan, one of the players from the original first game, approached Naismith after the Christmas break, in early 1892, asking him what he intended to call his new game. Naismith replied that he hadn't thought of it because he had been focused on just getting the game started. Mahan suggested that it be called "Naismith ball", at which he laughed, saying that a name like that would kill any game. Mahan then said, "Why not call it basketball?" Naismith replied, "We have a basket and a ball, and it seems to me that would be a good name for it."[12][13] The first official game was played in the YMCA gymnasium in Albany, New York[image: External link], on January 20, 1892, with nine players. The game ended at 1–0; the shot was made from 25 feet (7.6 m), on a court just half the size of a present-day Streetball[image: External link] or National Basketball Association (NBA) court.

At the time, football was being played with 10 to a team (which was increased to 11). When winter weather got too icy to play football, teams were taken indoors, and it was convenient to have them split in half and play basketball with five on each side. By 1897–1898 teams of five became standard.
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 College basketball




See also: College basketball[image: External link]


Basketball's early adherents were dispatched to YMCAs throughout the United States, and it quickly spread through the USA and Canada. By 1895, it was well established at several women's high schools. While the YMCA was responsible for initially developing and spreading the game, within a decade it discouraged the new sport, as rough play and rowdy crowds began to detract from the YMCA's primary mission. However, other amateur sports clubs, colleges, and professional clubs quickly filled the void. In the years before World War I[image: External link], the Amateur Athletic Union[image: External link] and the Intercollegiate Athletic Association of the United States[image: External link] (forerunner of the NCAA[image: External link]) vied for control over the rules for the game. The first pro league, the National Basketball League, was formed in 1898 to protect players from exploitation and to promote a less rough game. This league only lasted five years.

Dr. James Naismith was instrumental in establishing college basketball[image: External link]. His colleague C.O. Beamis fielded the first college basketball team just a year after the Springfield YMCA game at the suburban Pittsburgh[image: External link] Geneva College[image: External link].[14] Naismith himself later coached at the University of Kansas[image: External link] for six years, before handing the reins to renowned coach Forrest "Phog" Allen. Naismith's disciple Amos Alonzo Stagg brought basketball to the University of Chicago[image: External link], while Adolph Rupp, a student of Naismith's at Kansas, enjoyed great success as coach at the University of Kentucky[image: External link]. On February 9, 1895, the first intercollegiate 5-on-5 game was played at Hamline University[image: External link] between Hamline and the School of Agriculture, which was affiliated with the University of Minnesota[image: External link].[15][16][17] The School of Agriculture won in a 9–3 game.

In 1901, colleges, including the University of Chicago[image: External link], Columbia University[image: External link], Cornell University[image: External link], Dartmouth College[image: External link], the University of Minnesota[image: External link], the U.S. Naval Academy[image: External link], the University of Colorado[image: External link] and Yale University[image: External link] began sponsoring men's games. In 1905, frequent injuries on the football[image: External link] field prompted President[image: External link] Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] to suggest that colleges form a governing body, resulting in the creation of the Intercollegiate Athletic Association of the United States (IAAUS). In 1910, that body would change its name to the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (NCAA). The first Canadian interuniversity basketball game was played at the YMCA[image: External link] in Kingston, Ontario[image: External link] on February 6, 1904, when McGill University[image: External link] visited Queen's University[image: External link]. McGill won 9–7 in overtime; the score was 7–7 at the end of regulation play, and a ten-minute overtime period settled the outcome. A good turnout of spectators watched the game.[18]

The first men's national championship tournament, the National Association of Intercollegiate Basketball tournament, which still exists as the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics[image: External link] (NAIA) tournament[image: External link], was organized in 1937. The first national championship for NCAA teams, the National Invitation Tournament[image: External link] (NIT) in New York, was organized in 1938; the NCAA national tournament[image: External link] would begin one year later. College basketball was rocked by gambling scandals from 1948 to 1951, when dozens of players from top teams were implicated in match fixing[image: External link] and point shaving[image: External link]. Partially spurred by an association with cheating, the NIT lost support to the NCAA tournament.
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 High school basketball




See also: List of U.S. high school basketball national player of the year awards[image: External link]


Before widespread school district[image: External link] consolidation, most American high schools were far smaller than their present-day counterparts. During the first decades of the 20th century, basketball quickly became the ideal interscholastic sport due to its modest equipment and personnel requirements. In the days before widespread television coverage of professional and college sports, the popularity of high school basketball was unrivaled in many parts of America. Perhaps the most legendary of high school teams was Indiana's Franklin Wonder Five[image: External link], which took the nation by storm during the 1920s, dominating Indiana basketball and earning national recognition.

Today virtually every high school in the United States fields a basketball team in varsity[image: External link] competition.[19] Basketball's popularity remains high, both in rural areas where they carry the identification of the entire community, as well as at some larger schools known for their basketball teams where many players go on to participate at higher levels of competition after graduation. In the 2003–04 season, 1,002,797 boys and girls represented their schools in interscholastic basketball competition, according to the National Federation of State High School Associations[image: External link]. The states of Illinois[image: External link], Indiana[image: External link] and Kentucky[image: External link] are particularly well known for their residents' devotion to high school basketball, commonly called Hoosier Hysteria[image: External link] in Indiana; the critically acclaimed film Hoosiers[image: External link] shows high school basketball's depth of meaning to these communities.

There is currently no tournament to determine a national high school champion. The most serious effort was the National Interscholastic Basketball Tournament at the University of Chicago[image: External link] from 1917 to 1930. The event was organized by Amos Alonzo Stagg and sent invitations to state champion teams. The tournament started out as a mostly Midwest affair but grew. In 1929 it had 29 state champions. Faced with opposition from the National Federation of State High School Associations[image: External link] and North Central Association of Colleges and Schools[image: External link] that bore a threat of the schools losing their accreditation the last tournament was in 1930. The organizations said they were concerned that the tournament was being used to recruit professional players from the prep ranks.[20] The tournament did not invite minority schools or private/parochial schools.

The National Catholic Interscholastic Basketball Tournament ran from 1924 to 1941 at Loyola University[image: External link].[21] The National Catholic Invitational Basketball Tournament from 1954 to 1978 played at a series of venues, including Catholic University[image: External link], Georgetown and George Mason[image: External link].[22] The National Interscholastic Basketball Tournament for Black High Schools was held from 1929 to 1942 at Hampton Institute[image: External link].[23] The National Invitational Interscholastic Basketball Tournament was held from 1941 to 1967 starting out at Tuskegee Institute[image: External link]. Following a pause during World War II[image: External link] it resumed at Tennessee State College[image: External link] in Nashville. The basis for the champion dwindled after 1954 when Brown v. Board of Education[image: External link] began an integration of schools. The last tournaments were held at Alabama State College[image: External link] from 1964 to 1967.[24]
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 Professional basketball




Teams abounded throughout the 1920s. There were hundreds of men's professional basketball[image: External link] teams in towns and cities all over the United States, and little organization of the professional game. Players jumped from team to team and teams played in armories and smoky dance halls. Leagues came and went. Barnstorming[image: External link] squads such as the Original Celtics and two all-African American teams, the New York Renaissance Five ("Rens") and the (still existing) Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link] played up to two hundred games a year on their national tours.

In 1946, the Basketball Association of America[image: External link] (BAA) was formed. The first game was played in Toronto[image: External link], Ontario, Canada between the Toronto Huskies[image: External link] and New York Knickerbockers[image: External link] on November 1, 1946. Three seasons later, in 1949, the BAA merged with the National Basketball League[image: External link] to form the National Basketball Association (NBA). By the 1950s, basketball had become a major college sport, thus paving the way for a growth of interest in professional basketball. In 1959, a basketball hall of fame was founded in Springfield[image: External link], Massachusetts, site of the first game. Its rosters include the names of great players, coaches, referees and people who have contributed significantly to the development of the game. The hall of fame has people who have accomplished many goals in their career in basketball. An upstart organization, the American Basketball Association[image: External link], emerged in 1967 and briefly threatened the NBA's dominance until the ABA-NBA merger[image: External link] in 1976. Today the NBA is the top professional basketball league in the world in terms of popularity, salaries, talent, and level of competition.

The NBA has featured many famous players, including George Mikan, the first dominating "big man"; ball-handling wizard Bob Cousy and defensive genius Bill Russell[image: External link] of the Boston Celtics[image: External link]; charismatic center Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link], who originally played for the barnstorming Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link]; all-around stars Oscar Robertson and Jerry West; more recent big men Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link], Shaquille O'Neal, Hakeem Olajuwon and Karl Malone; playmakers John Stockton[image: External link], Isiah Thomas and Steve Nash[image: External link]; crowd-pleasing forwards Julius Erving[image: External link] and Charles Barkley; European stars Dirk Nowitzki, Pau Gasol and Tony Parker[image: External link]; more recent superstars LeBron James, Allen Iverson and Kobe Bryant; and the three players who many credit with ushering the professional game to its highest level of popularity during the 1980s and 1990s: Larry Bird[image: External link], Earvin "Magic" Johnson[image: External link], and Michael Jordan[image: External link].

In 2001, the NBA formed a developmental league, the NBA Development League[image: External link] (also known as the D-League). As of the 2016–17 season, the D-League has 22 teams.
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 International basketball




FIBA[image: External link] (International Basketball Federation) was formed in 1932 by eight founding nations: Argentina, Czechoslovakia[image: External link], Greece, Italy, Latvia, Portugal, Romania and Switzerland. At this time, the organization only oversaw amateur players. Its acronym, derived from the French Fédération Internationale de Basket-ball Amateur, was thus "FIBA". Men's basketball was first included[image: External link] at the Berlin 1936 Summer Olympics[image: External link], although a demonstration tournament was held in 1904. The United States defeated Canada in the first final, played outdoors. This competition has usually been dominated by the United States, whose team has won all but three titles. The first of these came in a controversial final game in Munich[image: External link] in 1972[image: External link] against the Soviet Union, in which the ending of the game was replayed three times until the Soviet Union finally came out on top.[25] In 1950 the first FIBA World Championship for men, now known as the FIBA Basketball World Cup[image: External link], was held in Argentina. Three years later, the first FIBA World Championship for Women, now known as the FIBA Women's Basketball World Cup[image: External link], was held in Chile. Women's basketball was added to the Olympics in 1976, which were held in Montreal, Quebec[image: External link], Canada with teams such as the Soviet Union[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link] and Australia[image: External link] rivaling the American[image: External link] squads.

FIBA[image: External link] dropped the distinction between amateur and professional players in 1989, and in 1992, professional players played for the first time in the Olympic Games. The United States' dominance continued with the introduction of their Dream Team. In the 2004 Athens Olympics[image: External link], the United States suffered its first Olympic loss while using professional players, falling to Puerto Rico[image: External link] (in a 19-point loss) and Lithuania[image: External link] in group games, and being eliminated in the semifinals by Argentina[image: External link]. It eventually won the bronze medal defeating Lithuania, finishing behind Argentina and Italy[image: External link]. The "Redeem Team[image: External link]", won gold at the 2008 Olympics[image: External link], and the so-called "B-Team", won gold at the 2010 FIBA World Championship[image: External link] in Turkey despite featuring no players from the 2008 squad. The United States continued its dominance as they won gold at the 2012 Olympics[image: External link], 2014 FIBA World Cup[image: External link] and the 2016 Olympics[image: External link].

Worldwide, basketball tournaments are held for boys and girls of all age levels. The global popularity of the sport is reflected in the nationalities represented in the NBA. Players from all six inhabited continents currently play in the NBA. Top international players began coming into the NBA in the mid-1990s, including Croatians Dražen Petrović and Toni Kukoč[image: External link], Serbian Vlade Divac[image: External link], Lithuanians Arvydas Sabonis and Šarūnas Marčiulionis, Dutchman Rik Smits[image: External link] and German Detlef Schrempf[image: External link].

In the Philippines, the Philippine Basketball Association[image: External link]'s first game was played on April 9, 1975 at the Araneta Coliseum[image: External link] in Cubao[image: External link], Quezon City[image: External link]. Philippines. It was founded as a "rebellion" of several teams from the now-defunct Manila Industrial and Commercial Athletic Association, which was tightly controlled by the Basketball Association of the Philippines (now defunct), the then-FIBA recognized national association. Nine teams from the MICAA participated in the league's first season that opened on April 9, 1975. The NBL[image: External link] is Australia's pre-eminent men's professional basketball league. The league commenced in 1979[image: External link], playing a winter season (April–September) and did so until the completion of the 20th season in 1998[image: External link]. The 1998–99[image: External link] season, which commenced only months later, was the first season after the shift to the current summer season format (October–April). This shift was an attempt to avoid competing directly against Australia's various football codes[image: External link]. It features 8 teams from around Australia and one in New Zealand. A few players including Luc Longley[image: External link], Andrew Gaze[image: External link], Shane Heal[image: External link], Chris Anstey[image: External link] and Andrew Bogut made it big internationally, becoming poster figures for the sport in Australia. The Women's National Basketball League[image: External link] began in 1981.
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 Women's basketball




See also: Women's basketball[image: External link]


Women's basketball began in 1892 at Smith College[image: External link] when Senda Berenson[image: External link], a physical education teacher, modified Naismith's rules for women. Shortly after she was hired at Smith, she went to Naismith to learn more about the game.[26] Fascinated by the new sport and the values it could teach, she organized the first women's collegiate basketball game on March 21, 1893, when her Smith freshmen and sophomores played against one another.[27] However, the first women's interinstitutional game was played in 1892 between the University of California[image: External link] and Miss Head's School.[28] Berenson's rules were first published in 1899, and two years later she became the editor of A. G. Spalding[image: External link]'s first Women's Basketball Guide.[27] Berenson's freshmen played the sophomore class in the first women's intercollegiate basketball game at Smith College[image: External link], March 21, 1893.[29] The same year, Mount Holyoke[image: External link] and Sophie Newcomb College[image: External link] (coached by Clara Gregory Baer[image: External link]) women began playing basketball. By 1895, the game had spread to colleges across the country, including Wellesley[image: External link], Vassar[image: External link], and Bryn Mawr[image: External link]. The first intercollegiate women's game was on April 4, 1896. Stanford[image: External link] women played Berkeley[image: External link], 9-on-9, ending in a 2–1 Stanford victory.

Women's basketball development was more structured than that for men in the early years. In 1905, the Executive Committee on Basket Ball Rules (National Women's Basketball Committee) was created by the American Physical Education Association[image: External link].[30] These rules called for six to nine players per team and 11 officials. The International Women's Sports Federation[image: External link] (1924) included a women's basketball competition. 37 women's high school varsity basketball or state tournaments were held by 1925. And in 1926, the Amateur Athletic Union backed the first national women's basketball championship[image: External link], complete with men's rules.[30] The Edmonton Grads[image: External link], a touring Canadian women's team based in Edmonton, Alberta[image: External link], operated between 1915 and 1940. The Grads toured all over North America, and were exceptionally successful. They posted a record of 522 wins and only 20 losses over that span, as they met any team that wanted to challenge them, funding their tours from gate receipts.[31] The Grads also shone on several exhibition trips to Europe, and won four consecutive exhibition Olympics tournaments, in 1924, 1928, 1932, and 1936; however, women's basketball was not an official Olympic sport until 1976. The Grads' players were unpaid, and had to remain single. The Grads' style focused on team play, without overly emphasizing skills of individual players. The first women's AAU[image: External link] All-America team was chosen in 1929.[30] Women's industrial leagues sprang up throughout the United States, producing famous athletes, including Babe Didrikson[image: External link] of the Golden Cyclones[image: External link], and the All American Red Heads Team[image: External link], which competed against men's teams, using men's rules. By 1938, the women's national championship changed from a three-court game to two-court game with six players per team[image: External link].[30]

The NBA-backed Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA) began in 1997. Though it had shaky attendance figures, several marquee players (Lisa Leslie, Diana Taurasi[image: External link], and Candace Parker[image: External link] among others) have helped the league's popularity and level of competition. Other professional women's basketball[image: External link] leagues in the United States, such as the American Basketball League (1996–98)[image: External link], have folded in part because of the popularity of the WNBA. The WNBA has been looked at by many as a niche league. However, the league has recently taken steps forward. In June 2007, the WNBA signed a contract extension with ESPN. The new television deal ran from 2009 to 2016. Along with this deal, came the first ever rights fees to be paid to a women's professional sports league. Over the eight years of the contract, "millions and millions of dollars" were "dispersed to the league's teams." In a March 12, 2009 article, NBA[image: External link] commissioner David Stern said that in the bad economy, "the NBA is far less profitable than the WNBA. We're losing a lot of money among a large number of teams. We're budgeting the WNBA to break even this year."[32]
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 Rules and regulations




Main article: Rules of basketball[image: External link]


Measurements and time limits discussed in this section often vary among tournaments and organizations; international and NBA rules are used in this section.

The object of the game is to outscore one's opponents by throwing the ball through the opponents' basket from above while preventing the opponents from doing so on their own. An attempt to score in this way is called a shot. A successful shot is worth two points, or three points if it is taken from beyond the three-point arc 6.75 metres (22 ft 2 in) from the basket in international games and 23 feet 9 inches (7.24 m) in NBA games. A one-point shot can be earned when shooting from the foul line after a foul is made.
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 Playing regulations




Games are played in four quarters of 10 ( FIBA[image: External link])[33] or 12 minutes (NBA).[34] College men's games use two 20-minute halves,[35] college women's games use 10-minute quarters,[36] and United States high school varsity games use 8 minute quarters.[37] 15 minutes are allowed for a half-time break under FIBA, NBA, and NCAA rules[35][38][39] and 10 minutes in United States high schools.[37] Overtime[image: External link] periods are five minutes in length[35][40][41] except for high school, which is four minutes in length.[37] Teams exchange baskets for the second half. The time allowed is actual playing time; the clock is stopped while the play is not active. Therefore, games generally take much longer to complete than the allotted game time, typically about two hours.

Five players from each team may be on the court at one time.[42][43][44][45] Substitutions[image: External link] are unlimited but can only be done when play is stopped. Teams also have a coach, who oversees the development and strategies of the team, and other team personnel such as assistant coaches, managers, statisticians, doctors and trainers.

For both men's and women's teams, a standard uniform consists of a pair of shorts and a jersey[image: External link] with a clearly visible number, unique within the team, printed on both the front and back. Players wear high-top[image: External link] sneakers that provide extra ankle support. Typically, team names, players' names and, outside of North America, sponsors are printed on the uniforms.

A limited number of time-outs, clock stoppages requested by a coach (or sometimes mandated in the NBA) for a short meeting with the players, are allowed. They generally last no longer than one minute (100 seconds in the NBA) unless, for televised games, a commercial break is needed.

The game is controlled by the officials[image: External link] consisting of the referee (referred to as crew chief in the NBA), one or two umpires (referred to as referees in the NBA) and the table officials. For college, the NBA, and many high schools, there are a total of three referees on the court. The table officials are responsible for keeping track of each teams scoring, timekeeping, individual and team fouls[image: External link], player substitutions, team possession arrow[image: External link], and the shot clock[image: External link].
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 Equipment




Main articles: Basketball (ball)[image: External link], Basketball court[image: External link], and Backboard (basketball)[image: External link]


The only essential equipment in a basketball game is the ball and the court: a flat, rectangular surface with baskets at opposite ends. Competitive levels require the use of more equipment such as clocks, score sheets, scoreboard(s), alternating possession arrows, and whistle-operated stop-clock systems.

A regulation basketball court[image: External link] in international games is 91.9 feet (28.0 meters) long and 49.2 feet (15 meters) wide. In the NBA[image: External link] and NCAA[image: External link] the court is 94 by 50 feet (29 by 15 meters). Most courts have wood flooring[image: External link], usually constructed from maple[image: External link] planks running in the same direction as the longer court dimension.[46][47] The name and logo of the home team is usually painted on or around the center circle.

The basket is a steel rim 18 inches (46 cm) diameter with an attached net affixed to a backboard that measures 6 by 3.5 feet (1.8 by 1.1 meters) and one basket is at each end of the court. The white outlined box on the backboard is 18 inches (46 cm) high and 2 feet (61 cm) wide. At almost all levels of competition, the top of the rim is exactly 10 feet (3.05 meters) above the court and 4 feet (1.22 meters) inside the baseline. While variation is possible in the dimensions of the court and backboard, it is considered important for the basket to be of the correct height – a rim that is off by just a few inches can have an adverse effect on shooting.

The size of the basketball is also regulated. For men, the official ball is 29.5 inches (75 cm) in circumference (size 7, or a "295 ball") and weighs 22 oz (623.69 grams). If women are playing, the official basketball size is 28.5 inches (72 cm) in circumference (size 6, or a "285 ball") with a weight of 20 oz (567 grams). In 3x3[image: External link], a formalized version of the halfcourt 3-on-3 game, a dedicated ball with the circumference of a size 6 ball but the weight of a size 7 ball is used in all competitions (men's, women's, and mixed teams).[48]
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 Violations




The ball may be advanced toward the basket by being shot, passed between players, thrown, tapped, rolled or dribbled (bouncing the ball while running).

The ball must stay within the court; the last team to touch the ball before it travels out of bounds forfeits possession. The ball is out of bounds if it touches a boundary line, or touches any player or object that is out of bounds.

There are limits placed on the steps a player may take without dribbling, which commonly results in an infraction known as traveling[image: External link]. Nor may a player stop his dribble and then resume dribbling. A dribble that touches both hands is considered stopping the dribble, giving this infraction the name double dribble[image: External link]. Within a dribble, the player cannot carry the ball by placing his hand on the bottom of the ball; doing so is known as carrying the ball[image: External link]. A team, once having established ball control in the front half of their court, may not return the ball to the backcourt and be the first to touch it. A violation of these rules results in loss of possession.

The ball may not be kicked, nor be struck with the fist. For the offense, a violation of these rules results in loss of possession; for the defense, most leagues reset the shot clock and the offensive team is given possession of the ball out of bounds.

There are limits imposed on the time taken before progressing the ball past halfway (8 seconds in FIBA and the NBA; 10 seconds in NCAA and high school for both sexes), before attempting a shot (24 seconds in FIBA, the NBA, and U Sports[image: External link] (Canadian universities) play for both sexes, and 30 seconds in NCAA play for both sexes), holding the ball while closely guarded (5 seconds), and remaining in the restricted area known as the free-throw lane, (or the " key[image: External link]") (3 seconds). These rules are designed to promote more offense.

Basket interference, or goaltending is a violation charged when a player illegally interferes with a shot. This violation is incurred when a player touches the ball on its downward trajectory to the basket, unless it is obvious that the ball has no chance of entering the basket, if a player touches the ball while it is in the rim, or in the area extended upwards from the basket, or if a player reaches through the basket to interfere with the shot. When a defensive player is charged with goaltending, the basket is awarded. If an offensive player commits the infraction, the basket is cancelled. In either case possession of the ball is turned over to the defensive team.
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 Fouls




Main articles: Personal foul (basketball)[image: External link] and Technical foul[image: External link]


An attempt to unfairly disadvantage an opponent through certain types of physical contact is illegal and is called a personal foul. These are most commonly committed by defensive players; however, they can be committed by offensive players as well. Players who are fouled either receive the ball to pass inbounds again, or receive one or more free throws if they are fouled in the act of shooting, depending on whether the shot was successful. One point is awarded for making a free throw, which is attempted from a line 15 feet (4.6 m) from the basket.

The referee is responsible for judging whether contact is illegal, sometimes resulting in controversy. The calling of fouls can vary between games, leagues and referees.

There is a second category of fouls called technical fouls[image: External link], which may be charged for various rules violations including failure to properly record a player in the scorebook, or for unsportsmanlike conduct. These infractions result in one or two free throws, which may be taken by any of the five players on the court at the time. Repeated incidents can result in disqualification[image: External link]. A blatant foul involving physical contact that is either excessive or unnecessary is called an intentional foul (flagrant foul in the NBA). In FIBA, a foul resulting in ejection is called a disqualifying foul, while in leagues other than the NBA, such a foul is referred to as flagrant.

If a team exceeds a certain limit of team fouls in a given period (quarter or half) – four for NBA, NCAA women's, and international games – the opposing team is awarded one or two free throws on all subsequent non-shooting fouls for that period, the number depending on the league. In the US college men's game and high school games for both sexes, if a team reaches 7 fouls in a half, the opposing team is awarded one free throw, along with a second shot if the first is made. This is called shooting "one-and-one". If a team exceeds 10 fouls in the half, the opposing team is awarded two free throws on all subsequent fouls for the half.

When a team shoots foul shots, the opponents may not interfere with the shooter, nor may they try to regain possession until the last or potentially last free throw is in the air.

After a team has committed a specified number of fouls, the other team is said to be "in the bonus". On scoreboards, this is usually signified with an indicator light reading "Bonus" or "Penalty" with an illuminated directional arrow or dot indicating that team is to receive free throws when fouled by the opposing team. (Some scoreboards also indicate the number of fouls committed.)

If a team misses the first shot of a two-shot situation, the opposing team must wait for the completion of the second shot before attempting to reclaim possession of the ball and continuing play.

If a player is fouled while attempting a shot and the shot is unsuccessful, the player is awarded a number of free throws equal to the value of the attempted shot. A player fouled while attempting a regular two-point shot thus receives two shots, and a player fouled while attempting a three-point shot receives three shots.

If a player is fouled while attempting a shot and the shot is successful, typically the player will be awarded one additional free throw for one point. In combination with a regular shot, this is called a "three-point play" or "four-point play" (or more colloquially, an "and one") because of the basket made at the time of the foul (2 or 3 points) and the additional free throw (1 point).
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 Common techniques and practices





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Positions




Main article: Basketball position[image: External link]


Although the rules do not specify any positions whatsoever, they have evolved as part of basketball. During the early years of basketball's evolution, two guards, two forwards, and one center were used. In more recent times specific positions evolved, but the current trend, advocated by many top coaches including Mike Krzyzewski is towards positionless basketball, where big guys are free to shoot from outside and dribble if their skill allows it.[49] Popular descriptions of positions include:

Point guard (often called the "1") : usually the fastest player on the team, organizes the team's offense by controlling the ball and making sure that it gets to the right player at the right time.

Shooting guard (the "2") : creates a high volume of shots on offense, mainly long-ranged; and guards the opponent's best perimeter player on defense.

Small forward[image: External link] (the "3") : often primarily responsible for scoring points via cuts to the basket and dribble penetration; on defense seeks rebounds and steals, but sometimes plays more actively.

Power forward[image: External link] (the "4"): plays offensively often with their back to the basket; on defense, plays under the basket (in a zone defense) or against the opposing power forward (in man-to-man defense[image: External link]).

Center[image: External link] (the "5"): uses height and size to score (on offense), to protect the basket closely (on defense), or to rebound.

The above descriptions are flexible. For most teams today, the shooting guard and small forward have very similar responsibilities and are often called the wings, as do the power forward and center, who are often called post players. While most teams describe two players as guards, two as forwards, and one as a center, on some occasions teams choose to call them by different designations.
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 Strategy




Main article: Basketball playbook[image: External link]


There are two main defensive strategies: zone defense and man-to-man defense. In a zone defense[image: External link], each player is assigned to guard a specific area of the court. Zone defenses often allow the defense to double team the ball, a manoeuver known as a trap. In a man-to-man defense[image: External link], each defensive player guards a specific opponent.

Offensive plays are more varied, normally involving planned passes and movement by players without the ball. A quick movement by an offensive player without the ball to gain an advantageous position is known as a cut. A legal attempt by an offensive player to stop an opponent from guarding a teammate, by standing in the defender's way such that the teammate cuts next to him, is a screen[image: External link] or pick. The two plays are combined in the pick and roll[image: External link], in which a player sets a pick and then "rolls" away from the pick towards the basket. Screens and cuts are very important in offensive plays; these allow the quick passes and teamwork, which can lead to a successful basket. Teams almost always have several offensive plays planned to ensure their movement is not predictable. On court, the point guard is usually responsible for indicating which play will occur.
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 Shooting




Shooting is the act of attempting to score points by throwing the ball through the basket, methods varying with players and situations.

Typically, a player faces the basket with both feet facing the basket. A player will rest the ball on the fingertips of the dominant hand (the shooting arm) slightly above the head, with the other hand supporting the side of the ball. The ball is usually shot by jumping (though not always) and extending the shooting arm. The shooting arm, fully extended with the wrist fully bent, is held stationary for a moment following the release of the ball, known as a follow-through. Players often try to put a steady backspin on the ball to absorb its impact with the rim. The ideal trajectory of the shot is somewhat controversial, but generally a proper arc is recommended. Players may shoot directly into the basket or may use the backboard to redirect the ball into the basket.

The two most common shots that use the above described setup are the set shot[image: External link] and the jump shot[image: External link]. The set shot is taken from a standing position, with neither foot leaving the floor, typically used for free throws, and in other circumstances while the jump shot is taken in mid-air, the ball released near the top of the jump. This provides much greater power and range, and it also allows the player to elevate over the defender. Failure to release the ball before the feet return to the floor is considered a traveling violation.

Another common shot is called the lay-up[image: External link]. This shot requires the player to be in motion toward the basket, and to "lay" the ball "up" and into the basket, typically off the backboard (the backboard-free, underhand version is called a finger roll[image: External link]). The most crowd-pleasing and typically highest-percentage accuracy shot is the slam dunk[image: External link], in which the player jumps very high and throws the ball downward, through the basket while touching it.

Another shot that is becoming common[citation needed[image: External link]] is the "circus shot". The circus shot is a low-percentage shot that is flipped, heaved, scooped, or flung toward the hoop while the shooter is off-balance, airborne, falling down, and/or facing away from the basket. A back-shot is a shot taken when the player is facing away from the basket, and may be shot with the dominant hand, or both; but there is a very low chance that the shot will be successful.

A shot that misses both the rim and the backboard completely is referred to as an air ball[image: External link]. A particularly bad shot, or one that only hits the backboard, is jocularly called a brick[image: External link]. The hang time is the length of time a player stays in the air after jumping, either to make a slam dunk, lay-up or jump shot.
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 Rebounding




Main article: Rebound (basketball)


The objective of rebounding is to successfully gain possession of the basketball after a missed field goal or free throw, as it rebounds from the hoop or backboard. This plays a major role in the game, as most possessions end when a team misses a shot. There are two categories of rebounds: offensive rebounds, in which the ball is recovered by the offensive side and does not change possession, and defensive rebounds, in which the defending team gains possession of the loose ball. The majority of rebounds are defensive, as the team on defense tends to be in better position to recover missed shots.
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 Passing




See also: Assist (basketball)


A pass is a method of moving the ball between players. Most passes are accompanied by a step forward to increase power and are followed through with the hands to ensure accuracy.

A staple pass is the chest pass. The ball is passed directly from the passer's chest to the receiver's chest. A proper chest pass involves an outward snap of the thumbs to add velocity and leaves the defence little time to react.

Another type of pass is the bounce pass. Here, the passer bounces the ball crisply about two-thirds of the way from his own chest to the receiver. The ball strikes the court and bounces up toward the receiver. The bounce pass takes longer to complete than the chest pass, but it is also harder for the opposing team to intercept (kicking the ball deliberately is a violation). Thus, players often use the bounce pass in crowded moments, or to pass around a defender.

The overhead pass is used to pass the ball over a defender. The ball is released while over the passer's head.

The outlet pass occurs after a team gets a defensive rebound. The next pass after the rebound is the outlet pass.

The crucial aspect of any good pass is it being difficult to intercept. Good passers can pass the ball with great accuracy and they know exactly where each of their other teammates prefers to receive the ball. A special way of doing this is passing the ball without looking at the receiving teammate. This is called a no-look pass.

Another advanced style of passing is the behind-the-back pass, which, as the description implies, involves throwing the ball behind the passer's back to a teammate. Although some players can perform such a pass effectively, many coaches discourage no-look or behind-the-back passes, believing them to be difficult to control and more likely to result in turnovers or violations.
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 Dribbling




Main article: Dribble[image: External link]


Dribbling is the act of bouncing the ball continuously with one hand, and is a requirement for a player to take steps with the ball. To dribble, a player pushes the ball down towards the ground with the fingertips rather than patting it; this ensures greater control.

When dribbling past an opponent, the dribbler should dribble with the hand farthest from the opponent, making it more difficult for the defensive player to get to the ball. It is therefore important for a player to be able to dribble competently with both hands.

Good dribblers (or "ball handlers") tend to bounce the ball low to the ground, reducing the distance of travel of the ball from the floor to the hand, making it more difficult for the defender to "steal" the ball. Good ball handlers frequently dribble behind their backs, between their legs, and switch directions suddenly, making a less predictable dribbling pattern that is more difficult to defend against. This is called a crossover, which is the most effective way to move past defenders while dribbling.

A skilled player can dribble without watching the ball, using the dribbling motion or peripheral vision[image: External link] to keep track of the ball's location. By not having to focus on the ball, a player can look for teammates or scoring opportunities, as well as avoid the danger of having someone steal the ball away from him/her.
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 Blocking




Main article: Block (basketball)


A block is performed when, after a shot is attempted, a defender succeeds in altering the shot by touching the ball. In almost all variants of play, it is illegal to touch the ball after it is in the downward path of its arc; this is known as goaltending[image: External link]. It is also illegal under NBA and Men's NCAA basketball to block a shot after it has touched the backboard, or when any part of the ball is directly above the rim. Under international rules it is illegal to block a shot that is in the downward path of its arc or one that has touched the backboard until the ball has hit the rim. After the ball hits the rim, it is again legal to touch it even though it is no longer considered as a block performed.

To block a shot, a player has to be able to reach a point higher than where the shot is released. Thus, height can be an advantage in blocking. Players who are taller and playing the power forward or center positions generally record more blocks than players who are shorter and playing the guard positions. However, with good timing and a sufficiently high vertical leap, even shorter players can be effective shot blockers.
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 Height




At the professional level, most male players are above 6 feet 3 inches (1.91 m) and most women above 5 feet 7 inches (1.70 m). Guards, for whom physical coordination and ball-handling skills are crucial, tend to be the smallest players. Almost all forwards in the top men's pro leagues are 6 feet 6 inches (1.98 m) or taller. Most centers are over 6 feet 10 inches (2.08 m) tall. According to a survey given to all NBA teams,[ when?[image: External link]] the average height of all NBA players is just under 6 feet 7 inches (2.01 m), with the average weight being close to 222 pounds (101 kg). The tallest players ever in the NBA were Manute Bol[image: External link] and Gheorghe Mureșan[image: External link], who were both 7 feet 7 inches (2.31 m) tall. The tallest current NBA player is Sim Bhullar[image: External link], who stands at 7 feet 5 inches (2.26 m). At 7 feet 2 inches (2.18 m), Margo Dydek[image: External link] was the tallest player in the history of the WNBA.

The shortest player ever to play in the NBA is Muggsy Bogues[image: External link] at 5 feet 3 inches (1.60 m).[50] Other short players have thrived at the pro level. Anthony "Spud" Webb[image: External link] was just 5 feet 7 inches (1.70 m) tall, but had a 42-inch (1.1 m) vertical leap, giving him significant height when jumping. While shorter players are often at a disadvantage in certain aspects of the game, their ability to navigate quickly through crowded areas of the court and steal the ball by reaching low are strengths.
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 Race and ethnicity




Main article: Race and ethnicity in the NBA[image: External link]


The composition of race[image: External link] and ethnicity[image: External link] in the National Basketball Association (NBA) has changed throughout the league's history. The first non-white[image: External link] player entered the league in 1947.[51] According to racial equality[image: External link] activist Richard Lapchick[image: External link], the NBA in 2011 was composed of 78 percent black[image: External link] players, 17 percent white[image: External link] players, four percent Latinos[image: External link] (of any race), and one percent Asian[image: External link].[52]

Hall of Fame player Larry Bird[image: External link], who is white[image: External link], stated in 2004 that the league needed more white players since the league's fans are mostly white. "And if you just had a couple of white guys in there, you might get them [the fans, not the guys] a little excited. But it is a black man's game, and it will be forever. I mean, the greatest athletes in the world are African-American," said Bird.[53][54]
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 Variations and similar games




Main article: Variations of basketball[image: External link]


Variations of basketball are activities based on the game of basketball, using common basketball skills and equipment (primarily the ball and basket). Some variations are only superficial rules changes, while others are distinct games with varying degrees of basketball influences. Other variations include children's games, contests or activities meant to help players reinforce skills.

There are principal basketball sports with variations on basketball including Wheelchair basketball[image: External link], Water basketball[image: External link], Beach basketball[image: External link], Slamball[image: External link], Streetball[image: External link] and Unicycle[image: External link] basketball. An earlier version of basketball, played primarily by women and girls, was Six-on-six basketball[image: External link]. Horseball[image: External link] is a game played on horseback where a ball is handled and points are scored by shooting it through a high net (approximately 1.5m×1.5m). The sport is like a combination of polo[image: External link], rugby[image: External link], and basketball. There is even a form played on donkeys known as Donkey basketball[image: External link], but that version has come under attack from animal rights groups.


	Half-court

	Perhaps the single most common variation of basketball is the half-court game, played in informal settings without referees or strict rules. Only one basket is used, and the ball must be "taken back" or "cleared" – passed or dribbled outside the three-point line each time possession of the ball changes from one team to the other. Half-court games require less cardiovascular[image: External link] stamina, since players need not run back and forth a full court. Half-court raises the number of players that can use a court or, conversely, can be played if there is an insufficient number to form full 5-on-5 teams.




	Half-court basketball is usually played 1-on-1, 2-on-2 or 3-on-3. The latter variation is gradually gaining official recognition as 3x3[image: External link], originally known as FIBA 33. It was first tested at the 2007 Asian Indoor Games[image: External link] in Macau[image: External link] and the first official tournaments were held at the 2009 Asian Youth Games[image: External link] and the 2010 Youth Olympics[image: External link], both in Singapore. The first FIBA 3x3 Youth World Championships[55] were held in Rimini[image: External link], Italy in 2011, with the first FIBA 3x3 World Championships[image: External link] for senior teams following a year later[image: External link] in Athens[image: External link]. The sport is highly tipped to become an Olympic sport[image: External link] as early as 2016[image: External link].[56]




There are also other basketball sports, such as:



	
21[image: External link] (also known as American, cutthroat and roughhouse)[57]


	42[image: External link]

	Around the world[image: External link]

	Bounce[image: External link]

	Firing Squad[image: External link]

	Fives[image: External link]

	H-O-R-S-E[image: External link]

	Hotshot[image: External link]

	Knockout[image: External link]

	One-shot conquer[image: External link]

	Steal The Bacon[image: External link]

	Tip-it[image: External link]

	Tips[image: External link]

	"The One"[image: External link]

	
Basketball War[image: External link].

	
One-on-One, a variation in which two players will use only a small section of the court (often no more than a half of a court) and compete to play the ball into a single hoop. Such games tend to emphasize individual dribbling and ball stealing skills over shooting and team play.






	Wheelchair basketball

	Wheelchair basketball, created by disabled World War II[image: External link] veterans,[58] is played on specially designed wheelchairs for the physically impaired. The world governing body of wheelchair basketball is the International Wheelchair Basketball Federation[image: External link][59] (IWBF), and is a full medal sport in the Summer Paralympic Games[image: External link].




	Water basketball

	Water basketball, played in a swimming pool, merges basketball and water polo[image: External link] rules.




	Beach basketball

	A modified version of basketball, played on beaches, was invented by Philip Bryant.[60] Beach basketball is played in a circular court with no backboard on the goal, no out-of-bounds rule with the ball movement to be done via passes or 2½ steps, as dribbling is next to impossible on a soft surface.[61]




Beach basketball has grown to a very popular, widespread competitive sport. 15 Annual World Championships have been organized.


	Dunk Hoops

	Dunk Hoops (a.k.a. Dunk Ball) is a variation of the game of basketball, played on basketball hoops with lowered (under basketball regulation 10 feet) rims. It originated when the popularity of the slam dunk grew and was developed to create better chances for dunks with lowered rims and using altered goaltending[image: External link] rules.




	Slamball

	Slamball is full-contact basketball, with trampolines[image: External link]. Points are scored by playing the ball through the net, as in basketball, though the point-scoring rules are modified. The main differences from the parent sport is the court; below the padded basketball rim and backboard[image: External link] are four trampolines set into the floor, which serve to propel players to great heights for slam dunks[image: External link]. The rules also permit some physical contact between the members of the four-player teams.




	Streetball

	Streetball is a less formal variant of basketball, played on playgrounds[image: External link] and in gymnasiums across the world. Often only one half of the court is used, but otherwise the rules of the game are very similar to those of basketball. The number of participants in a game, or a run, may range from one defender and one person on offense (known as one on one) to two full teams of five each. Streetball is a very popular game worldwide, and some cities in the United States have organized streetball programs, such as midnight basketball[image: External link]. Many cities also host their own weekend-long streetball tournaments.




	Unicycle Basketball

	Unicycle basketball is played using a regulation basketball on a regular basketball court with the same rules, for example, one must dribble the ball while riding. There are a number of rules that are particular to unicycle basketball as well, for example, a player must have at least one foot on a pedal when in-bounding the ball. Unicycle basketball is usually played using 24" or smaller unicycles, and using plastic pedals, both to preserve the court and the players' shins. In North America, popular unicycle basketball games are organized.[62]




Spin-offs from basketball[image: External link] that are now separate sports include:


	
Ringball[image: External link], a traditional South African sport that stems from basketball, has been played since 1907. The sport is now promoted in South Africa, Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho, India, and Mauritius to establish Ringball as an international sport.

	
Korfball[image: External link] (Dutch: Korfbal, korf meaning 'basket') started in the Netherlands and is now played worldwide as a mixed gender team ball game, similar to mixed netball and basketball

	
Netball[image: External link] (formerly known as Women basketball but now played by both males and females), a limited-contact team sport in which two teams of seven try to score points against one another by placing a ball through a high hoop. Australia New Zealand champions (so called ANZ Championship) is very famous in Australia and New Zealand as the premier netball league.
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 Social forms of basketball




Basketball has been adopted by various social groups, which have established their own environments and sometimes their own rules. Such socialized forms of basketball include the following.


	
Recreational basketball, where fun, entertainment and camaraderie rule rather than winning a game;

	
Basketball Schools and Academies, where students are trained in developing basketball fundamentals, undergo fitness and endurance exercises and learn various basketball skills. Basketball students learn proper ways of passing, ball handling, dribbling, shooting from various distances, rebounding, offensive moves, defense, layups[image: External link], screens, basketball rules and basketball ethics. Also popular are the basketball camps organized for various occasions, often to get prepared for basketball events, and basketball clinics for improving skills.

	
College and University basketball played in educational institutions of higher learning.

	This includes National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (NCAA) intercollegiate basketball.





	
Disabled basketball played by various disabled groups, such as

	
Bankshot basketball,[63]


	
Deaf basketball[image: External link],

	
Wheelchair basketball[image: External link], a sport based on basketball but designed for disabled[image: External link] people in wheelchairs[image: External link] and considered one of the major disabled sports[image: External link] practiced.





	
Ethnic and Religion-based basketball: Examples of ethnic basketball include Indo-Pak or Russian or Armenian leagues in the United States or Canada, for example, or Filipino expatriate basketball leagues in the Gulf or the United States. Religion-based basketball includes, most notably, church-related Christian basketball leagues, Jewish, Muslim and Hindu basketball leagues, and so on. or denominational leagues like Coptic, Syriac/Assyrian basketball leagues in the United States or Canada.

	
Gay basketball played in gay, lesbian, bisexual[image: External link] and transgender[image: External link] communities in gay basketball leagues. The sport of basketball is a major part of events during the Gay Games[image: External link], World Outgames[image: External link] and EuroGames[image: External link].

	
Midnight basketball[image: External link], a basketball initiative to curb inner-city crime in the United States and elsewhere by keeping urban youth off the streets and engaging them with sports alternatives to drugs and crime.

	
Mini basketball played by underage children.

	
Maxi Basketball played by more elderly individuals.

	
Prison basketball, practiced in prisons and penitentiary institutions. Active religious basketball missionary groups also play basketball with prisoners. Some prisons have developed their own prison basketball leagues. At times, non-prisoners may play in such leagues, provided all home and away games are played within prison courts. Film director Jason Moriarty[image: External link] has released a documentary relating to the sport, entitled Prison Ball[image: External link].

	
Rezball[image: External link], short for reservation ball, is the avid Native American[image: External link] following of basketball, particularly a style of play particular to Native American teams of some areas.

	
School or High school basketball, the sport of basketball being one of the most frequently exercised and popular sports in all school systems.

	
Show basketball as performed by entertainment basketball show teams, the prime example being the Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link]. There are even specialized entertainment teams, including

	
Celebrity basketball teams made of celebrities (actors, singers, and so on.) playing in their own leagues or in public, often for entertainment and charity events;

	
Midget basketball teams made up of athletes of short stature[image: External link] offering shows using basketball;

	
Slamball[image: External link] offered as entertainment events.
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 Fantasy basketball




Main article: Fantasy basketball[image: External link]


Fantasy basketball was popularized during the 1990s after the advent of the Internet. Those who play this game are sometimes referred to as General Managers, who draft actual NBA players and compute their basketball statistics[image: External link]. The game was popularized by ESPN Fantasy Sports, NBA.com[image: External link], and Yahoo![image: External link] Fantasy Sports. Other sports websites provided the same format keeping the game interesting with participants actually owning specific players.
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 See also




Main article: Outline of basketball[image: External link]




	Basketball at the Summer Olympics[image: External link]

	Basketball in Africa[image: External link]

	Basketball in the United States[image: External link]

	Basketball moves[image: External link]

	Basketball National League[image: External link]

	Continental Basketball Association[image: External link]

	Hot hand fallacy[image: External link]

	National Basketball Association

	Timeline of women's basketball[image: External link]

	
ULEB[image: External link] Union des Ligues Européennes de Basket, in English Union of European Leagues of Basketball
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1995 Summer Universiade






The 1995 Summer Universiade, also known as the XVIII Summer Universiade[image: External link], took place in Fukuoka[image: External link], Japan[image: External link].
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 Emblem




The symbol mark is a motif of "U", expressing passion and energy in the flickering flames of a burning torch. In the flames one sees both the profile of a youth and an "F", the first letter of Fukuoka.
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 Mascot




The mascot character for the Fukuoka Games, "Kapapoo", is a motif of a unicorn, a mythical European creature. A horse-like animal with a single horn growing from its forehead,it is said to be invincible and unrivaled for its energy. The unicorn symbolizes courage, dignity, wisdom, nobility, justice and represents the sun and heroes.
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 Venues





	
Fukuoka Dome[image: External link] — ceremonies, baseball

	
Hakatanomori Athletic Stadium[image: External link] — athletics, football

	
Marine Messe[image: External link] — volleyball, gymnastics

	
Fukuoka Prefectural Pool[image: External link] — swimming, diving, water polo (final)

	
Hakatonomori Tennis Club Courts — tennis, water polo

	
Sun Marine Stadium[image: External link] — baseball

	
Fukuoka Kokusai Center[image: External link] — judo, basketball

	Accion Fukuoka — volleyball
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 Sports





	
Athletics[image: External link] ( details[image: External link])

	
Baseball[image: External link] ( details[image: External link])

	
Basketball ( details[image: External link])

	
Diving[image: External link] ( details[image: External link])

	
Fencing[image: External link] ( details[image: External link])

	
Football[image: External link] ( details[image: External link])

	
Gymnastics[image: External link] (details)

	
Judo[image: External link] ( details[image: External link])

	
Swimming[image: External link] ( details[image: External link])

	
Tennis[image: External link] ( details[image: External link])

	
Volleyball[image: External link] ( details[image: External link])

	
Water polo[image: External link] ( details[image: External link])
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 Participants







	

	  Albania[image: External link]

	
  Algeria[image: External link]


	
 American Samoa[image: External link]


	
  Angola[image: External link]


	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]


	
  Argentina[image: External link]


	
  Armenia[image: External link]


	
  Australia[image: External link]


	
  Austria[image: External link]


	
  Azerbaijan[image: External link]


	
  Bangladesh[image: External link]


	
  Barbados[image: External link]


	
  Belarus[image: External link]


	
  Belgium[image: External link]


	
  Benin[image: External link]


	
  Bhutan[image: External link]


	
  Bolivia[image: External link]


	
  Botswana[image: External link]


	
  Brazil[image: External link]


	
 British Virgin Islands[image: External link]


	
  Bulgaria[image: External link]


	
 Burkina Faso[image: External link]


	
  Burundi[image: External link]


	
  Cambodia[image: External link]


	
  Cameroon[image: External link]


	
  Canada[image: External link]


	
 Cape Verde[image: External link]


	
 Central African Republic[image: External link]


	
  Chad[image: External link]


	
  Chile[image: External link]


	
  China[image: External link]


	
 Chinese Taipei[image: External link]


	
  Comoros[image: External link]


	
  Congo[image: External link]


	
 Costa Rica[image: External link]


	
 Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]


	
  Croatia[image: External link]


	
  Cuba[image: External link]


	
  Cyprus[image: External link]


	
 Czech Republic[image: External link]





	

	  Dominica[image: External link]

	
 Dominican Republic[image: External link]


	
  Ecuador[image: External link]


	
 El Salvador[image: External link]


	
 Equatorial Guinea[image: External link]


	
  Estonia[image: External link]


	
  Fiji[image: External link]


	
  Finland[image: External link]


	
  France[image: External link]


	
  Gambia[image: External link]


	
  Georgia[image: External link]


	
  Germany[image: External link]


	
  Ghana[image: External link]


	
 Great Britain[image: External link]


	
  Greece[image: External link]


	
  Grenada[image: External link]


	
  Guatemala[image: External link]


	
  Guyana[image: External link]


	
  Haiti[image: External link]


	
  Honduras[image: External link]


	
 Hong Kong[image: External link]


	
  Hungary[image: External link]


	
  India[image: External link]


	
  Indonesia[image: External link]


	
  Iran[image: External link]


	
  Iraq[image: External link]


	
  Ireland[image: External link]


	
  Israel[image: External link]


	
  Italy[image: External link]


	
  Jamaica[image: External link]


	
  Japan[image: External link] (host)


	
  Jordan[image: External link]


	
  Kazakhstan[image: External link]


	
  Kenya[image: External link]


	
 South Korea[image: External link]


	
  Kyrgyzstan[image: External link]


	
  Laos[image: External link]


	
  Latvia[image: External link]


	
  Lebanon[image: External link]


	
  Lesotho[image: External link]





	

	  Liberia[image: External link]

	
  Libya[image: External link]


	
  Lithuania[image: External link]


	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]


	
  Macau[image: External link]


	
  Madagascar[image: External link]


	
  Malawi[image: External link]


	
  Malaysia[image: External link]


	
  Maldives[image: External link]


	
  Mali[image: External link]


	
  Malta[image: External link]


	
  Mauritania[image: External link]


	
  Mauritius[image: External link]


	
  Mexico[image: External link]


	
  Moldova[image: External link]


	
  Mongolia[image: External link]


	
  Morocco[image: External link]


	
  Mozambique[image: External link]


	
  Myanmar[image: External link]


	
  Namibia[image: External link]


	
  Nauru[image: External link]


	
    Nepal[image: External link]


	
  Netherlands[image: External link]


	
 Netherlands Antilles[image: External link]


	
 New Zealand[image: External link]


	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]


	
  Niger[image: External link]


	
  Nigeria[image: External link]


	
  Norway[image: External link]


	
  Pakistan[image: External link]


	
  Panama[image: External link]


	
 Papua New Guinea[image: External link]


	
  Paraguay[image: External link]


	
  Peru[image: External link]


	
  Philippines[image: External link]


	
  Poland[image: External link]


	
  Portugal[image: External link]


	
 Puerto Rico[image: External link]


	
  Romania[image: External link]


	
  Russia[image: External link]





	

	 Saint Lucia[image: External link]

	
 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines[image: External link]


	
 San Marino[image: External link]


	
 São Tomé and Príncipe[image: External link]


	
  Senegal[image: External link]


	
  Seychelles[image: External link]


	
 Sierra Leone[image: External link]


	
  Singapore[image: External link]


	
  Slovakia[image: External link]


	
  Slovenia[image: External link]


	
 South Africa[image: External link]


	
  Spain[image: External link]


	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]


	
  Sudan[image: External link]


	
  Suriname[image: External link]


	
  Swaziland[image: External link]


	
  Sweden[image: External link]


	
   Switzerland[image: External link]


	
  Syria[image: External link]


	
  Tajikistan[image: External link]


	
  Tanzania[image: External link]


	
  Thailand[image: External link]


	
  Togo[image: External link]


	
  Tonga[image: External link]


	
 Trinidad and Tobago[image: External link]


	
  Tunisia[image: External link]


	
  Turkey[image: External link]


	
  Turkmenistan[image: External link]


	
  Uganda[image: External link]


	
  Ukraine[image: External link]


	
 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]


	
 United States[image: External link]


	
  Uruguay[image: External link]


	
  Uzbekistan[image: External link]


	
  Vanuatu[image: External link]


	
  Vietnam[image: External link]


	
 United States Virgin Islands[image: External link]


	
 Western Samoa[image: External link]


	
  Yemen[image: External link]


	
  Yugoslavia[image: External link]


	
  Zambia[image: External link]


	
  Zimbabwe[image: External link]
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 Medal table






	Rank
	Nation
	Gold
	Silver
	Bronze
	Total



	1
	 United States[image: External link]
	24
	27
	18
	69



	2
	  Japan[image: External link]
	24
	16
	24
	64



	3
	  Russia[image: External link]
	15
	12
	23
	50



	4
	  China[image: External link]
	13
	10
	16
	39



	5
	 South Korea[image: External link]
	10
	7
	10
	27



	6
	  Hungary[image: External link]
	8
	4
	2
	14



	7
	  Germany[image: External link]
	6
	6
	8
	20



	8
	  Bulgaria[image: External link]
	5
	4
	2
	11



	9
	  Ukraine[image: External link]
	4
	5
	6
	15



	10
	  Romania[image: External link]
	4
	5
	2
	11



	11
	  Cuba[image: External link]
	4
	3
	3
	10



	12
	  Italy[image: External link]
	3
	7
	11
	21



	13
	 South Africa[image: External link]
	3
	1
	0
	4



	14
	  France[image: External link]
	2
	6
	7
	15



	15
	  Brazil[image: External link]
	2
	5
	2
	9



	16
	  Belarus[image: External link]
	2
	3
	3
	8



	17
	  Mexico[image: External link]
	2
	1
	2
	5



	18
	  Yugoslavia[image: External link]
	2
	1
	0
	3



	19
	  Australia[image: External link]
	1
	2
	3
	6



	20
	  Netherlands[image: External link]
	1
	2
	2
	5



	21
	  Kenya[image: External link]
	1
	2
	0
	3



	22
	 Chinese Taipei[image: External link]
	1
	1
	2
	4



	22
	  Nigeria[image: External link]
	1
	1
	2
	4



	24
	 Czech Republic[image: External link]
	1
	1
	1
	3



	24
	  Slovakia[image: External link]
	1
	1
	1
	3



	26
	  Belgium[image: External link]
	1
	0
	1
	2



	27
	  Croatia[image: External link]
	1
	0
	0
	1



	27
	  Madagascar[image: External link]
	1
	0
	0
	1



	27
	 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines[image: External link]
	1
	0
	0
	1



	30
	 Great Britain[image: External link]
	0
	3
	7
	10



	31
	  Poland[image: External link]
	0
	3
	4
	7



	32
	  Spain[image: External link]
	0
	2
	1
	3



	33
	  Kazakhstan[image: External link]
	0
	2
	0
	2



	34
	  Canada[image: External link]
	0
	1
	2
	3



	35
	  Greece[image: External link]
	0
	1
	1
	2



	35
	  Morocco[image: External link]
	0
	1
	1
	2



	37
	  Armenia[image: External link]
	0
	1
	0
	1



	37
	  Austria[image: External link]
	0
	1
	0
	1



	37
	  Barbados[image: External link]
	0
	1
	0
	1



	40
	  Algeria[image: External link]
	0
	0
	1
	1



	40
	  Finland[image: External link]
	0
	0
	1
	1



	40
	  Portugal[image: External link]
	0
	0
	1
	1



	40
	  Slovenia[image: External link]
	0
	0
	1
	1



	40
	   Switzerland[image: External link]
	0
	0
	1
	1



	Total
	144
	149
	172
	465
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	Official Website of the 18th Summer Universiade[image: External link]
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National Basketball Association






"NBA" redirects here. For other uses, see NBA (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The National Basketball Association (NBA) is the major men's professional basketball[image: External link] league[image: External link] in North America[image: External link], and is widely considered to be the premier men's professional basketball league in the world. It has 30 teams (29 in the United States and 1 in Canada), and is an active member of USA Basketball[image: External link] (USAB),[2] which is recognized by FIBA[image: External link] (also known as the International Basketball Federation) as the national governing body[image: External link] for basketball in the United States. The NBA is one of the four major professional sports leagues in the United States and Canada[image: External link]. NBA players are the world's best paid athletes by average annual salary per player.[3][4]

The league was founded in New York City on June 6, 1946, as the Basketball Association of America[image: External link] (BAA).[1][5] The league adopted the name National Basketball Association on August 3, 1949, after merging with its rival National Basketball League[image: External link] (NBL). The league's several international as well as individual team offices are directed out of its head offices located in the Olympic Tower[image: External link] at 645 Fifth Avenue[image: External link] in New York City. NBA Entertainment[image: External link] and NBA TV[image: External link] studios are directed out of offices located in Secaucus, New Jersey[image: External link].
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 Creation and merger




Main article: Basketball Association of America[image: External link]


The Basketball Association of America was founded in 1946 by owners of the major ice hockey[image: External link] arenas in the Northeastern[image: External link] and Midwestern United States[image: External link] and Canada. On November 1, 1946, in Toronto[image: External link], Ontario, Canada, the Toronto Huskies[image: External link] hosted the New York Knickerbockers[image: External link] at Maple Leaf Gardens[image: External link], in a game the NBA now regards as the first played in its history.[6] The first basket was made by Ossie Schectman[image: External link] of the Knickerbockers. Although there had been earlier attempts at professional basketball leagues, including the American Basketball League[image: External link] and the NBL, the BAA was the first league to attempt to play primarily in large arenas in major cities. During its early years, the quality of play in the BAA was not significantly better than in competing leagues or among leading independent clubs such as the Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link]. For instance, the 1948 ABL finalist Baltimore Bullets[image: External link] moved to the BAA and won that league's 1948 title, and the 1948 NBL champion Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link] won the 1949 BAA title. Prior to the 1948–49 season, however, NBL teams from Fort Wayne, Indianapolis, Minneapolis, and Rochester jumped to the BAA, which established the BAA as the league of choice for collegians looking to turn professional.[7]

Following the 1948–49 season, the BAA took in the remainder of the NBL: Syracuse, Anderson, Tri-Cities, Sheboygan, Denver, and Waterloo. In deference to the merger and to avoid possible legal complications, the league name was changed from the BAA to the National Basketball Association in spite of having the same BAA governing body including Podoloff.[7] The new league had seventeen franchises located in a mix of large and small cities,[8] as well as large arenas and smaller gymnasiums and armories. In 1950, the NBA consolidated to eleven franchises, a process that continued until 1953–54, when the league reached its smallest size of eight franchises: the New York Knicks[image: External link], Boston Celtics[image: External link], Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link], Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link], Rochester Royals[image: External link], Fort Wayne Pistons[image: External link], Tri-Cities Blackhawks[image: External link], and Syracuse Nationals[image: External link], all of which remain in the league today. The process of contraction saw the league's smaller-city franchises move to larger cities. The Hawks shifted from the Tri-Cities[image: External link] to Milwaukee[image: External link] in 1951, and then to St. Louis[image: External link] in 1955. The Rochester Royals moved from Rochester, New York[image: External link], to Cincinnati[image: External link] in 1957 and the Pistons relocated from Fort Wayne, Indiana[image: External link], to Detroit in 1957.

Japanese-American[image: External link] Wataru Misaka[image: External link] broke the NBA color barrier[image: External link] in the 1947–48 season[image: External link] when he played for the New York Knicks[image: External link]. He remained the only non-white player in league history prior to the first African-American, Harold Hunter[image: External link], signing with the Washington Capitols[image: External link] in 1950.[9][10] Hunter was cut from the team during training camp,[9][11] but several African-American players did play in the league later that year, including Chuck Cooper[image: External link] with the Celtics, Nathaniel "Sweetwater" Clifton[image: External link] with the Knicks, and Earl Lloyd[image: External link] with the Washington Capitols[image: External link]. During this period, the Minneapolis Lakers, led by center George Mikan, won five NBA Championships[image: External link] and established themselves as the league's first dynasty[image: External link].[12] To encourage shooting and discourage stalling, the league introduced the 24-second shot clock[image: External link] in 1954.[13] If a team does not attempt to score a field goal (or the ball fails to make contact with the rim) within 24 seconds of obtaining the ball, play is stopped and the ball given to its opponent.
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 Celtics' dominance, league expansion and competition




In 1957, rookie center Bill Russell[image: External link] joined the Boston Celtics[image: External link], who already featured guard Bob Cousy and coach Red Auerbach, and went on to lead the club to eleven NBA titles in thirteen seasons. Center Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link] entered the league with the Warriors in 1959 and became a dominant individual star of the 1960s, setting new single game records in scoring ( 100[image: External link]) and rebounding (55). Russell's rivalry with Chamberlain[image: External link] became one of the greatest rivalries in the history of American team sports.

The 1960s were dominated by the Celtics. Led by Russell, Bob Cousy and coach Red Auerbach, Boston won eight straight championships in the NBA from 1959 to 1966. This championship streak is the longest in NBA history. They did not win the title in 1966–67[image: External link], but regained it in the 1967–68 season[image: External link] and repeated in 1969[image: External link]. The domination totaled nine of the ten championship banners of the 1960s.[14]

Through this period, the NBA continued to strengthen with the shift of the Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link] to Los Angeles, the Philadelphia Warriors[image: External link] to San Francisco, the Syracuse Nationals[image: External link] to Philadelphia to become the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link], and the St. Louis Hawks[image: External link] moving to Atlanta[image: External link], as well as the addition of its first expansion franchises. The Chicago Packers (now Washington Wizards[image: External link]) became the ninth NBA team in 1961. From 1966 to 1968, the league expanded from 9 to 14 teams, introducing the Chicago Bulls[image: External link], Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] (now Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]), San Diego Rockets[image: External link] (who relocated to Houston[image: External link] four years later), Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link], and Phoenix Suns[image: External link].

In 1967, the league faced a new external threat with the formation of the American Basketball Association[image: External link] (ABA). The leagues engaged in a bidding war. The NBA landed the most important college star of the era, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link] (then known as Lew Alcindor). However, the NBA's leading scorer, Rick Barry, jumped to the ABA, as did four veteran referees—Norm Drucker[image: External link], Earl Strom, John Vanak, and Joe Gushue.[15]

In 1969, Alan Siegel[image: External link], who oversaw the design of Jerry Dior's Major League Baseball logo[image: External link] a year prior, created the modern NBA logo inspired by the MLB's. It incorporates the silhouette of the legendary Jerry West based on a photo by Wen Roberts, although NBA officials denied a particular player as being its influence because, according to Siegel, "They want to institutionalize it rather than individualize it. It's become such a ubiquitous, classic symbol and focal point of their identity and their licensing program that they don't necessarily want to identify it with one player." The iconic logo debuted in 1971 and would remain a fixture of the NBA brand.[16][17]

The ABA succeeded in signing a number of major stars in the 1970s, including Julius Erving[image: External link] of the Virginia Squires[image: External link], in part because it allowed teams to sign college undergraduates. The NBA expanded rapidly during this period, one purpose being to tie up the most viable cities. From 1966 to 1974, the NBA grew from nine franchises to 18. In 1970, the Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link], Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link], and Buffalo Braves (now the Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]) all made their debuts expanding the league to 17.[18] The New Orleans Jazz (now in Utah[image: External link]) came aboard in 1974 bringing the total to 18. Following the 1976 season, the leagues reached a settlement[image: External link] that provided for the addition of four ABA franchises to the NBA, raising the number of franchises in the league at that time to 22. The franchises added were the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link], Denver Nuggets[image: External link], Indiana Pacers[image: External link], and New York Nets[image: External link] (now the Brooklyn Nets). Some of the biggest stars of this era were Kareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link], Rick Barry, Dave Cowens, Julius Erving[image: External link], Elvin Hayes, Walt Frazier[image: External link], Moses Malone, Artis Gilmore, George Gervin[image: External link], Dan Issel[image: External link], and Pete Maravich. The end of the decade, however, saw declining TV ratings, low attendance and drug-related player issues – both perceived and real – that threatened to derail the NBA.
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 Surging popularity




The league added the ABA's innovative three-point field goal beginning in 1979 to open up the game. That same year, rookies Larry Bird[image: External link] and Magic Johnson[image: External link] joined the Boston Celtics[image: External link] and Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] respectively, initiating a period of significant growth in fan interest in the NBA throughout the country and the world. In 1984, they played against each other for the first time in the NBA Finals. Johnson went on to lead the Lakers to five titles, and Bird went on to lead the Celtics to three. Also in the early 1980s, the NBA added one more expansion franchise, the Dallas Mavericks[image: External link], bringing the total to 23 teams. Later on, Larry Bird won the first three three-point shooting contests. Former league commissioner David Stern who took office on February 1, 1984 before retiring February 1, 2014, oversaw the expansion and growth of the NBA to a global commodity.

Michael Jordan[image: External link] entered the league in 1984 with the Chicago Bulls[image: External link], providing an even more popular star to support growing interest in the league. This resulted in more cities demanding teams of their own. In 1988 and 1989, four cities got their wishes as the Charlotte Hornets[image: External link], Miami Heat[image: External link], Orlando Magic[image: External link], and Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link] made their NBA debuts, bringing the total to 27 teams. In the first year of the 1990s, the Detroit Pistons[image: External link] would win the second of their back-to-back titles, led by coach Chuck Daly and guard Isiah Thomas. Jordan and Scottie Pippen[image: External link] would lead the Bulls to two three-peats in eight years during the 1991–98 seasons. Hakeem Olajuwon won back-to-back titles with the Houston Rockets[image: External link] in 1994 and 1995.

The 1992 Olympic[image: External link] basketball Dream Team, the first to use current NBA stars, featured Michael Jordan as the anchor, along with Bird, Johnson, David Robinson, Patrick Ewing[image: External link], Scottie Pippen, Clyde Drexler, Karl Malone, John Stockton[image: External link], Chris Mullin, Charles Barkley, and Christian Laettner[image: External link]. Eleven players on the Dream Team have been inducted individually into the Basketball Hall of Fame.

In 1995, the NBA expanded to Canada with the addition of the Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link] and the Toronto Raptors[image: External link]. In 2001, the Vancouver Grizzlies relocated[image: External link] to Memphis[image: External link], which left the Raptors as the only Canadian team in the NBA.

In 1996, the NBA created a women's league, the Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA).

In 1998, the NBA owners began a lockout which lasted 191 days and was settled on January 18, 1999. As a result of this lockout the 1998–99 NBA season was reduced from 82 to 50 games (61% of a normal season), and the All-Star Game was cancelled. The San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] won their first championship, and first by a former ABA team, by beating the New York Knicks[image: External link], who were the first, and are the only, eighth seed to ever make it to the NBA Finals.
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 Modern era




Since the breakup of the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] championship roster in the summer of 1998, the Western Conference[image: External link] has dominated, with the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] and San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] combining to win the title nine out of fourteen seasons. Tim Duncan and David Robinson won the 1999 championship[image: External link] with the Spurs[image: External link], and Shaquille O'Neal and Kobe Bryant started the 2000s with three consecutive championships for the Lakers. The Spurs reclaimed the title in 2003[image: External link] against the Nets[image: External link]. In 2004, the Lakers returned to the Finals[image: External link], only to fall in five games to the Detroit Pistons[image: External link].

After the Spurs took home the Larry O'Brien Championship Trophy[image: External link] in 2005[image: External link], the 2006 Finals[image: External link] featured two franchises making their inaugural Finals appearances. The Miami Heat[image: External link], led by their star shooting guard, Dwyane Wade, and Shaquille O'Neal, who had been traded from the Lakers during the 2004 summer, won the series over the Dallas Mavericks[image: External link] in six after losing the first two games. The Lakers/Spurs dominance continued in 2007 with a four-game sweep by the Spurs over the Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link], who were led by LeBron James. The 2008 Finals[image: External link] saw a rematch of the league's highest profile rivalry[image: External link], the Boston Celtics[image: External link] and Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link], with the Celtics winning, for their 17th championship, thanks to their new big three of Paul Pierce[image: External link], Ray Allen, and Kevin Garnett.

In 2009, Kobe Bryant and the Lakers returned to the Finals[image: External link], this time defeating the Dwight Howard[image: External link]-led Orlando Magic[image: External link].[19] Bryant won his first Bill Russell NBA Finals Most Valuable Player Award[image: External link] in his 13th season after leading the Lakers to their first NBA championship since the departure of Shaquille O'Neal.[20]

The 2010 NBA All-Star Game was held at Cowboys Stadium[image: External link] in front of the largest crowd ever, 108,713.[21] At the end of that season, the Celtics and the Lakers renewed their rivalry from 2008[image: External link] when they met again in the NBA Finals for a record 12th time. The Lakers won the title by winning Game 7, 83–79.[22] Before the start of the 2010–11 season the NBA had an exciting summer with one of the most anticipated free agent classes of all time. Two of which signed, and one resigned, with the Miami Heat, leading to a season that was heavily centered on their eventual success or failure at taking home the championship. The Heat, led by LeBron James, Dwyane Wade, and Chris Bosh[image: External link], did in fact make the Finals against the Dallas Mavericks, in a rematch for the franchises of the 2006 Finals. The Mavericks, led by Dirk Nowitzki (the eventual NBA Finals MVP), took the series in six games. This was the Mavericks' first title. Veterans Shawn Marion, Jason Kidd, Jason Terry[image: External link], and Peja Stojaković celebrated their first NBA championship.

On July 1, 2011, at 12:01 am, the NBA announced another lockout[image: External link].[23] After the first few weeks of the season were canceled, the players and owners ratified a new collective bargaining agreement on December 8, 2011, setting up a shortened 66-game season.[24] Following the shortened season, the Miami Heat made a return to the Finals with the trio of Dwyane Wade, LeBron James, and Chris Bosh against Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]'s Kevin Durant, Russell Westbrook[image: External link], and James Harden[image: External link]. The Heat went on to defeat the Thunder in five games, capturing their second NBA title in six years. Their success would continue into the following season, which concluded with their victory over the San Antonio Spurs in the 2013 NBA Finals[image: External link]. The two teams would meet for a rematch in the following year's Finals, where the Spurs defeated the Heat in five games. Following that series, LeBron James announced that he would return to the Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]. James led the Cavaliers to their second Finals appearance, where they fell to the Golden State Warriors[image: External link] in six games. The following year, in a rematch, the 2016 NBA Finals[image: External link] concluded with the Cavaliers defeating the Warriors in seven games to win their first NBA Championship. The dominance of those two teams continued in 2017, when the Warriors, having signed Durant as a free agent, took the third straight Finals matchup between the clubs in five games, with Durant named Finals MVP.
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 International influence




Further information: List of foreign NBA players[image: External link]


Following pioneers like Vlade Divac[image: External link] ( Serbia[image: External link]) and Dražen Petrović ( Croatia[image: External link]) who joined the NBA in the late 1980s, an increasing number of international players have moved directly from playing elsewhere in the world to starring in the NBA. Since 2006, the NBA has faced EuroLeague[image: External link] teams in exhibition matches[image: External link] in the NBA Europe Live Tour[image: External link], and since 2009, in the EuroLeague American Tour[image: External link]. The 2013–14 season[image: External link] opened with a record 92 international players on the opening night rosters, representing 39 countries and comprising over 20% of the league[25]
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 Other developments




In 2001, an affiliated minor league[image: External link], the National Basketball Development League, now called the NBA Development League[image: External link] (or D-League) was created.[26] Before the league was started, there were strong rumors that the NBA would purchase the Continental Basketball Association[image: External link], and call it its developmental league.

Two years after the Hornets' relocation to New Orleans[image: External link], the NBA returned to North Carolina, as the Charlotte Bobcats[image: External link] were formed as an expansion team[image: External link] in 2004.

The Hornets temporarily relocated[image: External link] to Oklahoma City[image: External link] in 2005 for two seasons because of damage caused by Hurricane Katrina[image: External link]. The team returned to New Orleans in 2007.

A new official game ball was introduced on June 28, 2006, for the 2006–07 season, marking the first change to the ball in over 35 years and only the second ball in 60 seasons.[27] Manufactured by Spalding[image: External link], the new ball featured a new design and new synthetic material that Spalding claimed offered a better grip, feel, and consistency than the original ball. However, many players were vocal in their disdain for the new ball, saying that it was too sticky when dry, and too slippery when wet.

Commissioner Stern announced on December 11, 2006, that beginning January 1, 2007, the NBA would return to the traditional leather basketball in use prior to the 2006–07 season. The change was influenced by frequent player complaints and confirmed hand injuries (cuts) caused by the microfiber ball.[28] The Players' Association[image: External link] had filed a suit in behalf of the players against the NBA over the new ball.[29] As of 2006, the NBA team jerseys are manufactured by Adidas[image: External link], which purchased the previous supplier, Reebok[image: External link].

The Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link] (FBI) began an investigation on July 19, 2007, over allegations that veteran NBA referee Tim Donaghy bet on basketball games he officiated over the past two seasons and that he made calls affecting the point spread[image: External link] in those games.[30] On August 15, 2007, Donaghy pleaded guilty to two federal charges related to the investigation. However, he could face additional charges if it is determined that he deliberately miscalled individual games. Donaghy claimed in 2008 that certain refs were friendly with players and "company men" for the NBA. Donaghy alleged that refs influenced the outcome of certain playoff and finals games in 2002 and 2005. NBA commissioner David Stern denied the allegations and said Donaghy was a convicted felon and a "singing, cooperating witness".[31] Donaghy served 15 months in prison and was released in November 2009.[32] According to an independent study by Ronald Beech of Game 6 of the 2002 Western Conference Finals between the Los Angeles Lakers and Sacramento Kings, although the refs increased the Lakers' chances of winning through foul calls during the game, there was no collusion[image: External link] to fix the game. On alleged "star treatment" during Game 6 by the refs toward certain players, Beech claimed, "there does seem to be issues with different standards and allowances for different players." [33]

The NBA Board of Governors approved the request of the Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link] to relocate[image: External link] to Oklahoma City on April 18, 2008.[34] The team, however, could not move until it had settled a lawsuit filed by the city of Seattle[image: External link], which was intended to keep the SuperSonics in Seattle for the remaining two seasons of the team's lease at KeyArena[image: External link]. Following a court case, the city of Seattle settled with the ownership group[image: External link] of the SuperSonics on July 2, 2008, allowing the team to move to Oklahoma City immediately in exchange for terminating the final two seasons of the team's lease at KeyArena.[35] The Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link] began playing in the 2008–09 season.

The first outdoor game in the modern era of the league was played at the Indian Wells Tennis Garden[image: External link] on October 11, 2008, between the Phoenix Suns[image: External link] and the Denver Nuggets[image: External link].[36]

A referee lockout began on September 1, 2009, when the contract between the NBA and its referees expired. The first preseason games were played on October 1, 2009, and replacement referees from the WNBA[image: External link] and NBA Development League[image: External link] were used, the first time replacement referees had been used since the beginning of the 1995–96 season. The NBA and the regular referees reached a deal on October 23, 2009.[37][38]

The first official NBA league games on European ground took place in 2011. In two matchups, the New Jersey Nets[image: External link] faced the Toronto Raptors[image: External link] at the O2 Arena[image: External link] in London in front of over 20,000 fans.

The NBA laid off around 114 league employees—about 11 percent of all the league office workforce—in July 2011 to save money.[39]

The 2011–12 NBA season[image: External link], scheduled to begin November 1, 2011, with a matchup between the defending champion Dallas Mavericks and the Chicago Bulls, was postponed due to a labor dispute[image: External link]. The lockout officially ended on December 8, 2011, when players and owners ratified a new collective bargaining agreement, and the season began on Christmas Day.

The New Jersey Nets officially changed their name to the Brooklyn Nets[image: External link] on April 30, 2012.[40] They began playing in the New York City borough[image: External link] of Brooklyn[image: External link] in the 2012–13 season.

The NBA announced in October 2012 that it would begin fining players for flopping[image: External link].[41][42]

After the 2012–13 season, the New Orleans Hornets renamed themselves the Pelicans[image: External link].[43] During the 2013–14 season, Stern retired as commissioner after 30 years, and deputy commissioner Adam Silver[image: External link] ascended to the position of commissioner. During that season's playoffs, the Bobcats officially reclaimed the Hornets name, and by agreement with the league and the Pelicans, also received sole ownership of all history, records, and statistics from the Pelicans' time in Charlotte. As a result, the Hornets are now officially considered to have been founded in 1988, suspended operations in 2002, and resumed in 2004 as the Bobcats, while the Pelicans are officially treated as a 2002 expansion team.[44] (This is somewhat similar to the relationship between the Cleveland Browns[image: External link] and Baltimore Ravens[image: External link] in the NFL[image: External link].)

Donald Sterling[image: External link], who was then-owner of the Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link], received a lifetime ban from the NBA on April 29, 2014, after racist remarks he made became public. Sterling was also fined US$2.5 million, the maximum allowed under the NBA Constitution.[45]

Becky Hammon[image: External link] was hired by the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] on August 5, 2014, as an assistant coach, becoming the second female coach in NBA history but the first full-time coach.[46][47] This also makes her the first full-time female coach in any of the four major professional sports[image: External link] in North America.[47]

The NBA announced on April 15, 2016, that it would allow all 30 of its member clubs to sell corporate sponsor advertisement patches on official game uniforms, beginning with the 2017–18 season. The sponsorship advertisement patches would appear on the left front of jerseys, opposite Nike[image: External link]'s logo, and would measure approximately 2.5 by 2.5 inches. The NBA will become the first major North American professional sports league[image: External link] to allow corporate sponsorship logos on official team uniforms.[48] The first team to announce a jersey sponsorship was the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link], who agreed to a deal with StubHub[image: External link].[49]
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 Teams




See also: List of defunct National Basketball Association teams[image: External link], List of relocated National Basketball Association teams[image: External link], Timeline of the National Basketball Association[image: External link], and Expansion of National Basketball Association[image: External link]


The NBA originated in 1946 with 11 teams, and through a sequence of team expansions, reductions, and relocations currently consists of 30 teams. The United States is home to 29 teams and one is located in Canada.

The current league organization divides thirty teams into two conferences of three divisions with five teams each. The current divisional alignment was introduced in the 2004–05 season. Reflecting the population distribution of the United States and Canada as a whole, most teams are in the eastern half of the country: thirteen teams are in the Eastern Time Zone[image: External link], nine in the Central[image: External link], three in the Mountain[image: External link], and five in the Pacific[image: External link].



	Division
	Team
	City
	Arena
	Capacity
	Coordinates
	Founded
	Joined
	Head Coach



	Eastern Conference[image: External link]



	Atlantic[image: External link]
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	Boston[image: External link], MA[image: External link]
	TD Garden[image: External link]
	18,624
	42.366303°N 71.062228°W[image: External link]
	1946
	Brad Stevens[image: External link]



	Brooklyn Nets[image: External link]
	New York City[image: External link], NY[image: External link]
	Barclays Center[image: External link]
	17,732
	40.68265°N 73.974689°W[image: External link]
	1967*
	1976
	Kenny Atkinson[image: External link]



	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	New York City[image: External link], NY[image: External link]
	Madison Square Garden[image: External link]
	19,812
	40.750556°N 73.993611°W[image: External link]
	1946
	Jeff Hornacek[image: External link]



	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	Philadelphia, PA[image: External link]
	Wells Fargo Center
	21,600
	39.901111°N 75.171944°W[image: External link]
	1946*
	1949
	Brett Brown



	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	Toronto[image: External link], ON[image: External link]
	Air Canada Centre[image: External link]
	19,800
	43.643333°N 79.379167°W[image: External link]
	1995
	Dwane Casey[image: External link]



	Central[image: External link]
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	Chicago[image: External link], IL[image: External link]
	United Center[image: External link]
	20,917
	41.880556°N 87.674167°W[image: External link]
	1966
	Fred Hoiberg[image: External link]



	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	Cleveland[image: External link], OH[image: External link]
	Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link]
	20,562
	41.496389°N 81.688056°W[image: External link]
	1970
	Tyronn Lue



	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	Detroit, MI[image: External link]
	Little Caesars Arena[image: External link]
	19,971
	42.696944°N 83.245556°W[image: External link]
	1941*
	1948
	Stan Van Gundy[image: External link]



	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	Indianapolis[image: External link], IN[image: External link]
	Bankers Life Fieldhouse[image: External link]
	18,165
	39.763889°N 86.155556°W[image: External link]
	1967
	1976
	Nate McMillan



	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	Milwaukee[image: External link], WI[image: External link]
	BMO Harris Bradley Center[image: External link]
	18,717
	43.043611°N 87.916944°W[image: External link]
	1968
	Jason Kidd



	Southeast[image: External link]
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	Atlanta[image: External link], GA[image: External link]
	Philips Arena[image: External link]
	18,047
	33.757222°N 84.396389°W[image: External link]
	1946*
	1949
	Mike Budenholzer[image: External link]



	Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	Charlotte[image: External link], NC[image: External link]
	Spectrum Center[image: External link]
	19,077
	35.225°N 80.839167°W[image: External link]
	1988*
	Steve Clifford[image: External link]



	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	Miami[image: External link], FL[image: External link]
	American Airlines Arena[image: External link]
	19,600
	25.781389°N 80.188056°W[image: External link]
	1988
	Erik Spoelstra[image: External link]



	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	Orlando[image: External link], FL[image: External link]
	Amway Center[image: External link]
	18,846
	28.539167°N 81.383611°W[image: External link]
	1989
	Frank Vogel[image: External link]



	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	Washington, D.C.[image: External link]
	Verizon Center[image: External link]
	20,356
	38.898056°N 77.020833°W[image: External link]
	1961*
	Scott Brooks[image: External link]



	Western Conference[image: External link]



	Northwest[image: External link]
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	Denver[image: External link], CO[image: External link]
	Pepsi Center[image: External link]
	19,155
	39.748611°N 105.0075°W[image: External link]
	1967
	1976
	Michael Malone[image: External link]



	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	Minneapolis[image: External link], MN[image: External link]
	Target Center[image: External link]
	19,356
	44.979444°N 93.276111°W[image: External link]
	1989
	Tom Thibodeau[image: External link]



	Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	Oklahoma City[image: External link], OK[image: External link]
	Chesapeake Energy Arena[image: External link]
	18,203
	35.463333°N 97.515°W[image: External link]
	1967*
	Billy Donovan[image: External link]



	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	Portland[image: External link], OR[image: External link]
	Moda Center[image: External link]
	19,441
	45.531667°N 122.666667°W[image: External link]
	1970
	Terry Stotts[image: External link]



	Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	Salt Lake City[image: External link], UT[image: External link]
	Vivint Smart Home Arena[image: External link]
	19,911
	40.768333°N 111.901111°W[image: External link]
	1974*
	Quin Snyder[image: External link]



	Pacific[image: External link]
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	Oakland[image: External link], CA[image: External link]
	Oracle Arena[image: External link]
	19,596
	37.750278°N 122.203056°W[image: External link]
	1946*
	Steve Kerr[image: External link]



	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	Los Angeles[image: External link], CA[image: External link]
	Staples Center[image: External link]
	19,060
	34.043056°N 118.267222°W[image: External link]
	1970*
	Doc Rivers[image: External link]



	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	Los Angeles[image: External link], CA[image: External link]
	Staples Center[image: External link]
	18,997
	34.043056°N 118.267222°W[image: External link]
	1947*
	1948
	Luke Walton[image: External link]



	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	Phoenix[image: External link], AZ[image: External link]
	Talking Stick Resort Arena[image: External link]
	18,055
	33.445833°N 112.071389°W[image: External link]
	1968
	Earl Watson[image: External link]



	Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	Sacramento[image: External link], CA[image: External link]
	Golden 1 Center[image: External link]
	17,500
	38.649167°N 121.518056°W[image: External link]
	1923*
	1948
	Dave Joerger[image: External link]



	Southwest[image: External link]
	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	Dallas[image: External link], TX[image: External link]
	American Airlines Center[image: External link]
	19,200
	32.790556°N 96.810278°W[image: External link]
	1980
	Rick Carlisle[image: External link]



	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	Houston[image: External link], TX[image: External link]
	Toyota Center[image: External link]
	18,055
	29.750833°N 95.362222°W[image: External link]
	1967*
	Mike D'Antoni[image: External link]



	Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link]
	Memphis[image: External link], TN[image: External link]
	FedExForum[image: External link]
	18,119
	35.138333°N 90.050556°W[image: External link]
	1995*
	David Fizdale[image: External link]



	New Orleans Pelicans[image: External link]
	New Orleans[image: External link], LA[image: External link]
	Smoothie King Center[image: External link]
	16,867
	29.948889°N 90.081944°W[image: External link]
	2002*
	Alvin Gentry[image: External link]



	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	San Antonio[image: External link], TX[image: External link]
	AT&T Center[image: External link]
	18,418
	29.426944°N 98.4375°W[image: External link]
	1967*
	1976
	Gregg Popovich[image: External link]





	Notes





	An asterisk (*) denotes a franchise move. See the respective team articles for more information.

	The Fort Wayne Pistons[image: External link], Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link] and Rochester Royals[image: External link] all joined the NBA ( BAA[image: External link]) in 1948 from the NBL[image: External link].

	The Syracuse Nationals[image: External link] and Tri-Cities Blackhawks[image: External link] joined the NBA in 1949 as part of the BAA-NBL absorption.

	The Indiana Pacers, New York Nets[image: External link], San Antonio Spurs, and Denver Nuggets all joined the NBA in 1976 as part of the NBA- ABA[image: External link] merger[image: External link].

	The Charlotte Hornets[image: External link] are regarded as a continuation of the original Charlotte franchise. Because of this, the New Orleans Pelicans are no longer the same franchise as the original Charlotte Hornets. The Hornets were known as the Bobcats from 2004–2014. The New Orleans Pelicans were established in 2002. The Charlotte Hornets rejoined the league in 2004.
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 Regular season




Following the summer break, teams begin training camps in late September. Training camps allow the coaching staff to evaluate players (especially rookies), scout the team's strengths and weaknesses, prepare the players for the rigorous regular season, and determine the 12-man active roster (and a 3-man inactive list) with which they will begin the regular season. Teams have the ability to assign players with less than two years of experience to the NBA development league. After training camp, a series of preseason exhibition games are held. Preseason matches are sometimes held in non-NBA cities, both in the United States and overseas. The NBA regular season begins in the last week of October.

During the regular season, each team plays 82 games, 41 each home and away. A team faces opponents in its own division four times a year (16 games). Each team plays six of the teams from the other two divisions in its conference four times (24 games), and the remaining four teams three times (12 games). Finally, each team plays all the teams in the other conference twice apiece (30 games). This asymmetrical structure means the strength of schedule[image: External link] will vary between teams (but not as significantly as the NFL[image: External link] or MLB[image: External link]). Over five seasons, each team will have played 80 games against their division (20 games against each opponent, 10 at home, 10 on the road), 180 games against the rest of their conference (18 games against each opponent, 9 at home, 9 on the road), and 150 games against the other conference (10 games against each team, 5 at home, 5 on the road).

The NBA is one of only two of the four major professional sports leagues in the United States and Canada[image: External link] in which teams play every other team during the regular season (the other being the National Hockey League[image: External link]). Each team hosts and visits every other team at least once every season. From 2005 to 2008, the NBA had the distinction of being the only one of the four major leagues in which all teams play every other team.

The NBA is also the only league that regularly schedules games on Christmas[image: External link] Day.[50] The league has been playing games[image: External link] regularly on the holiday since 1947,[51] though the first Christmas Day games were not televised until 1983–84[image: External link].[52] Games played on this day have featured some of the best teams and players.[50][51][52] Christmas is also notable for NBA on television, as the holiday is when the first NBA games air on network television each season.[51][52] Games played on this day have been some of the highest-rated games during a particular season.

In February, the regular season pauses to celebrate the annual NBA All-Star Game[image: External link]. Fans vote throughout the United States, Canada, and on the Internet[image: External link], and the top vote-getters at each position in each conference are given a starting spot on their conference's All-Star team. Coaches vote to choose the remaining 14 All-Stars. Then, Eastern conference players face the Western conference players in the All-Star game. The player with the best performance during the game is rewarded with a Game MVP award. Other attractions of the All-Star break include the Rising Stars Challenge[image: External link] (originally Rookie Challenge), where the top rookies and second-year players in the NBA play in a 5-on-5 basketball game, with the current format pitting U.S. players against those from the rest of the world; the Skills Challenge[image: External link], where players compete to finish an obstacle course consisting of shooting, passing, and dribbling in the fastest time; the Three Point Contest[image: External link], where players compete to score the most amount of three-point field goals in a given time; and the NBA Slam Dunk Contest[image: External link], where players compete to dunk the ball in the most entertaining way according to the judges. These other attractions have varying names which include the names of the various sponsors who have paid for naming rights.

Shortly after the All-Star break is the trade deadline[image: External link], which is set to fall on the 16th Thursday of the season (usually in February) at 3pm Eastern Time[image: External link].[53][54] After this date, teams are not allowed to exchange players with each other for the remainder of the season, although they may still sign and release players. Major trades are often completed right before the trading deadline, making that day a hectic time for general managers.

Around the middle of April, the regular season ends. It is during this time that voting begins for individual awards, as well as the selection of the honorary, league-wide, post-season teams. The Sixth Man of the Year Award[image: External link] is given to the best player coming off the bench (must have more games coming off the bench than actual games started). The Rookie of the Year Award is awarded to the most outstanding first-year player. The Most Improved Player Award[image: External link] is awarded to the player who is deemed to have shown the most improvement from the previous season. The Defensive Player of the Year Award[image: External link] is awarded to the league's best defender. The Coach of the Year Award[image: External link] is awarded to the coach that has made the most positive difference to a team. The Most Valuable Player Award[image: External link] is given to the player deemed the most valuable for (his team) that season. Additionally, Sporting News[image: External link] awards an unofficial (but widely recognized) Executive of the Year Award[image: External link] to the general manager who is adjudged to have performed the best job for the benefit of his franchise.

The post-season teams are the All-NBA Team, the All-Defensive Team[image: External link], and the All-Rookie Team[image: External link]; each consists of five players. There are three All-NBA teams, consisting of the top players at each position, with first-team status being the most desirable. There are two All-Defensive teams, consisting of the top defenders at each position. There are also two All-Rookie teams, consisting of the top first-year players regardless of position.
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 Playoffs




Main article: NBA Playoffs[image: External link]


NBA Playoffs begin in late April, with eight teams in each conference competing for the Championship. The three division winners, along with the team with the next best record from the conference are given the top four seeds. The next four teams in terms of record are given the lower four seeds.

Having a higher seed offers several advantages. Since the first seed begins the playoffs playing against the eighth seed, the second seed plays the seventh seed, the third seed plays the sixth seed, and the fourth seed plays the fifth seed, having a higher seed means a team faces a weaker team in the first round. The team in each series with the better record has home court advantage, including the First Round. This means that, for example, if the team who receives the 6 seed has a better record than the team with the 3 seed (by virtue of a divisional championship), the 6 seed would have home court advantage, even though the other team has a higher seed. Therefore, the team with the best regular season record in the league is guaranteed home court advantage in every series it plays. For example, in 2006, the Denver Nuggets[image: External link] won 44 games and captured the Northwest Division and the #3 seed. Their opponent was the #6 seed Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link], who won 47 games and finished second in the Pacific Division. Although Denver won its much weaker division, the Clippers had home-court advantage and won the series in 5.

The playoffs follow a tournament format. Each team plays an opponent in a best-of-seven series, with the first team to win four games advancing into the next round, while the other team is eliminated from the playoffs. In the next round, the successful team plays against another advancing team of the same conference. All but one team in each conference are eliminated from the playoffs. Since the NBA does not re-seed teams, the playoff bracket in each conference uses a traditional design, with the winner of the series matching the 1st and 8th seeded teams playing the winner of the series matching the 4th and 5th seeded teams, and the winner of the series matching the 2nd and 7th seeded teams playing the winner of the series matching the 3rd and 6th seeded teams. In every round, the best-of-7 series follows a 2–2–1–1–1 home-court pattern, meaning that one team will have home court in games 1, 2, 5, and 7, while the other plays at home in games 3, 4, and 6. From 1985 to 2013, the NBA Finals[image: External link] followed a 2–3–2 pattern, meaning that one team had home court in games 1, 2, 6, and 7, while the other played at home in games 3, 4, and 5.[55]

The final playoff round, a best-of-seven series between the victors of both conferences, is known as the NBA Finals[image: External link], and is held annually in June. The victor in the NBA Finals wins the Larry O'Brien Championship Trophy[image: External link]. Each player and major contributor—including coaches and the general manager—on the winning team receive a championship ring. In addition, the league awards the Bill Russell NBA Finals Most Valuable Player Award[image: External link] to the best performing player of the series.

On August 2, 2006, the NBA announced the new playoff format. The new format takes the three division winners and the second-place team with the best record and rank them 1–4 by record. The other 4 slots are filled by best record other than those other 4 teams.[56] Previously, the top three seeds went to the division winners.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 League championships




Main article: List of NBA champions[image: External link]


The Boston Celtics[image: External link] have won the most championships with 17 NBA Finals[image: External link] wins. The second most successful franchise is the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link], who have 16 overall championships (11 in Los Angeles, 5 in Minneapolis). Following the Lakers, are the Chicago Bulls[image: External link] with six championships, all won over an 8-year span during the 1990s, and the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] with five championships, all since 1999.



	Teams
	Win
	Loss
	Total
	Year(s) won
	Year(s) lost



	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	17
	4
	21
	1957[image: External link], 1959[image: External link], 1960[image: External link], 1961[image: External link], 1962[image: External link], 1963[image: External link], 1964[image: External link], 1965[image: External link], 1966[image: External link], 1968[image: External link], 1969[image: External link], 1974[image: External link], 1976[image: External link], 1981[image: External link], 1984[image: External link], 1986[image: External link], 2008[image: External link]
	1958[image: External link], 1985[image: External link], 1987[image: External link], 2010[image: External link]



	Minneapolis/Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	16
	15
	31
	1949[image: External link], 1950, 1952[image: External link], 1953[image: External link], 1954, 1972[image: External link], 1980, 1982, 1985[image: External link], 1987[image: External link], 1988[image: External link], 2000[image: External link], 2001, 2002[image: External link], 2009[image: External link], 2010[image: External link]
	1959[image: External link], 1962[image: External link], 1963[image: External link], 1965[image: External link], 1966[image: External link], 1968[image: External link], 1969[image: External link], 1970[image: External link], 1973[image: External link], 1983, 1984[image: External link], 1989[image: External link], 1991[image: External link], 2004[image: External link], 2008[image: External link]



	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	6
	0
	6
	1991[image: External link], 1992[image: External link], 1993[image: External link], 1996[image: External link], 1997[image: External link], 1998[image: External link]
	—



	San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	5
	1
	6
	1999[image: External link], 2003[image: External link], 2005[image: External link], 2007[image: External link], 2014[image: External link]
	2013[image: External link]



	Philadelphia/San Francisco/Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	5
	4
	9
	1947[image: External link], 1956[image: External link], 1975[image: External link], 2015[image: External link], 2017[image: External link]
	1948[image: External link], 1964[image: External link], 1967, 2016[image: External link]



	Syracuse Nationals/Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	3
	6
	9
	1955, 1967, 1983
	1950, 1954, 1977, 1980, 1982, 2001



	Fort Wayne/Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	3
	4
	7
	1989[image: External link], 1990[image: External link], 2004[image: External link]
	1955, 1956[image: External link], 1988[image: External link], 2005[image: External link]



	Miami Heat[image: External link]
	3
	2
	5
	2006[image: External link], 2012[image: External link], 2013[image: External link]
	2011[image: External link], 2014[image: External link]



	New York Knicks[image: External link]
	2
	6
	8
	1970[image: External link], 1973[image: External link]
	1951[image: External link], 1952[image: External link], 1953[image: External link], 1972[image: External link], 1994[image: External link], 1999[image: External link]



	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	2
	2
	4
	1994[image: External link], 1995[image: External link]
	1981[image: External link], 1986[image: External link]



	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]/Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link]
	1
	3
	4
	1979[image: External link]
	1978[image: External link], 1996[image: External link], 2012[image: External link]



	Baltimore/Washington Bullets[image: External link] (now Washington Wizards)
	1
	3
	4
	1978[image: External link]
	1971[image: External link], 1975[image: External link], 1979[image: External link]



	St. Louis/Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	1
	3
	4
	1958[image: External link]
	1957[image: External link], 1960[image: External link], 1961[image: External link]



	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	1
	3
	4
	2016[image: External link]
	2007[image: External link], 2015[image: External link], 2017[image: External link]



	Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	1
	2
	3
	1977
	1990[image: External link], 1992[image: External link]



	Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	1
	1
	2
	2011[image: External link]
	2006[image: External link]



	Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	1
	1
	2
	1971[image: External link]
	1974[image: External link]



	Rochester Royals[image: External link] (now Sacramento Kings)
	1
	0
	1
	1951[image: External link]
	—



	Baltimore Bullets (original)[image: External link] ( folded[image: External link] in 1954)
	1
	0
	1
	1948[image: External link]
	—



	New Jersey Nets[image: External link] (now Brooklyn Nets)
	0
	2
	2
	—
	2002[image: External link], 2003[image: External link]



	Utah Jazz[image: External link] (formerly New Orleans Jazz)
	0
	2
	2
	—
	1997[image: External link], 1998[image: External link]



	Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	0
	2
	2
	—
	1995[image: External link], 2009[image: External link]



	Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	0
	2
	2
	—
	1976[image: External link], 1993[image: External link]



	Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	0
	1
	1
	—
	2000[image: External link]



	Washington Capitols[image: External link] ( folded[image: External link] in 1951)
	0
	1
	1
	—
	1949[image: External link]



	Chicago Stags[image: External link] ( folded[image: External link] in 1950)
	0
	1
	1
	—
	1947[image: External link]




Current teams that have no NBA Finals[image: External link] appearances:


	
Charlotte Hornets[image: External link] (formerly Charlotte Bobcats)


	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]

	
Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link] (formerly Buffalo Braves[image: External link], San Diego Clippers)


	
Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link] (formerly Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link])


	Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]

	
New Orleans Pelicans[image: External link] (formerly New Orleans Hornets, New Orleans/Oklahoma City Hornets[image: External link])


	Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
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 Media coverage




Main article: National Basketball Association on television[image: External link]


See also: List of current National Basketball Association broadcasters[image: External link]


As one of the major sports leagues in North America, the National Basketball Association has a long history of partnership with television networks in the United States. The League signed a contract with DuMont in its 8th season (1953–54), marking the first year the NBA had a national television broadcaster. Similar to NFL, the lack of television stations leads to NBC taking over the rights beginning the very next season until April 7, 1962 - NBC's first tenure with the NBA. Currently in the U.S., the NBA has a contract with ESPN and TNT through the 2024–25 season. Games that are not broadcast nationally are usually aired over regional sports network specific to the area where the teams are located.
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 International competitions




The National Basketball Association has sporadically participated in international club competitions. From 1987 to 1999 the NBA champions played against the continental champions of the Fédération Internationale de Basketball (FIBA)[image: External link] in the McDonald's Championship[image: External link]. This tournament was won by the NBA invitee every year it was held.[57]
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 Ticket prices and viewership demographics




In 2012, a ticket cost from $10 to $3,000 apiece, depending on the location of the seat and the success of the teams that were playing.[58]
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 Viewership demographics




According to Nielsen's survey, the NBA has the youngest audience, with 45 percent of its viewers under 35, but the least likely, along with Major League Baseball[image: External link], to be watched by women, who make up only 30% of the viewership. It also has the highest share of black[image: External link] viewers with 45 percent of its viewers being black and only about 40 percent of viewers being white[image: External link], making it the only top North American sport that doesn't have a white majority audience.[59]
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 Notable people




Further information: Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame
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 Presidents and commissioners




Further information: Commissioner of the NBA[image: External link]



	
Maurice Podoloff, President from 1946 to 1963

	
Walter Kennedy[image: External link], President from 1963 to 1967 and Commissioner from 1967 to 1975

	
Larry O'Brien, Commissioner from 1975 to 1984

	
David Stern, Commissioner from 1984 to 2014

	
Adam Silver[image: External link], Commissioner from 2014 to present




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Players





	50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link]

	
Lists of National Basketball Association players[image: External link]

	
List of foreign NBA players[image: External link], a list that is exclusively for players who are not from the United States
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 Foreign players
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 International influence




Further information: List of foreign NBA players[image: External link]


Following pioneers like Vlade Divac[image: External link] ( Serbia[image: External link]) and Dražen Petrović ( Croatia[image: External link]) who joined the NBA in the late 1980s, an increasing number of international players have moved directly from playing elsewhere in the world to starring in the NBA. Below is a short list of foreign players who have won NBA awards or have been otherwise recognized for their contributions to basketball, either currently or formerly active in the league:


	
Šarūnas Marčiulionis, Lithuania[image: External link] – 2014 inductee into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame. First Soviet Union and one of the very first Europeans to sign contract with NBA club and to play solidly in the league, helping to lead the way for the internationalization of the league in the late 1990s.

	
Toni Kukoč[image: External link], Croatia[image: External link] – 3-time NBA Champion with Chicago Bulls (1996, 1997, 1998), named in 2008 as one of the 50 Greatest EuroLeague Contributors[image: External link]


	
Vlade Divac[image: External link], Serbia[image: External link] – 2-time Olympic silver medalist, 2001 NBA All-Star, 2-time World Champion, 3-time European Champion, 50 Greatest EuroLeague Contributors

	
Arvydas Sabonis, Lithuania[image: External link] – 2011 inductee into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame, 1984, 1985, 1988, 1995, 1999 Euroscar Player of the Year, 1985, 1997 Mr. Europa Player of the Year, Olympic gold medalist in 1988[image: External link] with the Soviet Union[image: External link] and bronze medalist in 1992[image: External link] and 1996[image: External link] with Lithuania[image: External link], 1996 NBA All-Rookie First Team, 50 Greatest EuroLeague Contributors

	
Dirk Nowitzki, Germany – NBA Champion with Dallas Mavericks (2011), MVP of the 2002 FIBA World Championship[image: External link] and EuroBasket 2005[image: External link], member of the all-tournament team in the 2002 FIBA World Championship[image: External link], 2002–2006 and 2011 Euroscar[image: External link] winner, 2005 Mr. Europa[image: External link], 2005 and 2011 FIBA Europe Player of the Year[image: External link], 2007 NBA MVP[image: External link], 2011 Bill Russell NBA Finals Most Valuable Player Award[image: External link], 2006 NBA Three-Point Shootout champion[image: External link] and 11-time NBA All-Star (entered the NBA in 1998)

	
Hedo Türkoğlu[image: External link], Turkey – 2008 Most Improved Player Award[image: External link] winner, member of the all-tournament team in the 2010 FIBA World Championship[image: External link] (entered the NBA in 2000)

	
Pau Gasol, Spain – 2-time NBA Champion with Los Angeles Lakers (2009 & 2010), Three time NBA All-Star, 2002 NBA Rookie of the Year, 2004 and 2009 Mr. Europa, 2006 FIBA World Championship[image: External link] MVP, 2008 and 2009 Euroscar[image: External link] and FIBA Europe Player of the Year[image: External link], EuroBasket 2009[image: External link] MVP, winner of the NBA Citizenship Award[image: External link] in 2012 (entered the NBA in 2001)

	
Andrei Kirilenko[image: External link], Russia – EuroBasket 2007[image: External link] MVP, 2007 FIBA Europe Player of the Year (drafted in 1999, played in the NBA from 2001 to 2011 before returning to Russia due to the lockout, returned in 2012 as a member of the Minnesota Timberwolves.)

	
Tony Parker[image: External link], France – 4-time NBA Champion with the Spurs, 2007 NBA Finals[image: External link] MVP and 2007 Euroscar winner (entered the NBA in 2001)

	
Manu Ginóbili[image: External link], Argentina[image: External link] – 4-time NBA Champion with San Antonio Spurs, 2008 Sixth Man Award[image: External link] winner, 50 Greatest EuroLeague Contributors, gold medal in the 2004 Summer Olympics[image: External link] with Argentina[image: External link] (drafted in 1999, entered the NBA in 2002)

	
Yao Ming, China – First pick in the 2002 NBA draft and 7-time NBA All-Star (played in the NBA from 2002 to 2011)

	
Leandro Barbosa[image: External link], Brazil – NBA Champion with Golden State Warriors (2015),[60] 2007 Sixth Man Award[image: External link] winner (entered the NBA in 2003)

	
Andrea Bargnani, Italy – First pick in the 2006 NBA draft by the Toronto Raptors[image: External link] (entered the NBA in 2006)



On some occasions, young players, most but not all from the English-speaking world, have attended U.S. colleges before playing in the NBA. Notable examples are:


	Nigerian Hakeem Olajuwon (top draft pick in 1984, 2-time champion, 12-time All-Star, 1994 MVP, 1994 and 1995 Finals MVP, 1994 and 1995 Defensive Player of the Year, only player to receive the MVP Award, Defensive Player of the Year Award, and Finals MVP award in the same season, and Hall of Famer)

	Congolese Dikembe Mutombo (Four time NBA Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link], selected fourth overall by the Denver Nuggets in the 1991 NBA Draft and 8-time NBA All-Star)

	Dutchman Rik Smits[image: External link] (1988 second overall pick, 1998 NBA All-Star, played 12 years for the Indiana Pacers)

	German Detlef Schrempf[image: External link] (Sixth Man Award winner in 1991 and 1992, 3-time All-Star)

	Canadian Steve Nash[image: External link] (2005 and 2006 MVP)

	Australians Luc Longley[image: External link] (3-time champion with the Bulls in the 1990s) and Andrew Bogut, (top draft pick in 2005).

	Sudanese-born Englishman Luol Deng[image: External link] (2007 winner of the NBA Sportsmanship Award[image: External link])



Since 2006, the NBA has faced EuroLeague[image: External link] teams in exhibition matches[image: External link] in the NBA Europe Live Tour[image: External link], and since 2009 in the EuroLeague American Tour[image: External link].

The 2013–14 season[image: External link] opened with a record 92 international players on the opening night rosters, representing 39 countries and comprising over 20% of the league[25] The NBA defines "international" players as those born outside the 50 United States and Washington, D.C. This means that:


	Players born in U.S. possessions such as Puerto Rico[image: External link] and the U.S., Virgin Islands[image: External link], most notably USVI native Tim Duncan, are counted as "international" even though they are U.S. citizens by birth, and may even have represented the U.S. in international competition (like Duncan).

	U.S.-born players are not counted as "international" even if they were born with citizenship in another country and represent that country internationally, such as Joakim Noah[image: External link], and Kosta Koufos[image: External link].
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 Coaches





	List of current National Basketball Association head coaches[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association head coaches[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association player-coaches[image: External link]

	List of NBA championship head coaches[image: External link]

	List of foreign NBA coaches[image: External link]

	Top 10 Coaches in NBA History[image: External link]
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 See also





	List of American and Canadian cities by number of major professional sports franchises[image: External link]

	List of attendance figures at domestic professional sports leagues[image: External link]

	List of NBA champions[image: External link]

	List of National Basketball Association awards[image: External link]

	List of professional sports teams in the United States and Canada[image: External link]

	List of TV markets and major sports teams in the United States[image: External link]

	Major professional sports leagues in the United States and Canada[image: External link]

	National Basketball Association Cheerleading[image: External link]

	National Basketball Association Nielsen ratings[image: External link]

	National Basketball Association rivalries[image: External link]

	NBA Salary Cap[image: External link]

	List of NBA Playoffs Series[image: External link]

	NBA Summer League[image: External link]





	Affiliates




	
National Basketball Association Development League[image: External link] (NBA D-League)

	
Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA)




	Miscellaneous




	Criticisms and controversies[image: External link]

	Music[image: External link]

	Nielsen ratings[image: External link]




	Mobile Applications




	ESPN MVP[image: External link]

	Mobilecdn




	Mozilla Firefox Addons




	NBA Scoreboard




	Notable statistics




	List of NBA franchise post-season droughts[image: External link]

	List of NBA franchise post-season streaks[image: External link]




	Store




	NBA Store[image: External link]




	Television partners




	ABC[image: External link]

	CBS[image: External link]

	ESPN[image: External link]

	Kwesé Sports[image: External link]

	NBA TV[image: External link]

	NBC[image: External link]

	TNT[image: External link]




	Video games




	NBA 06[image: External link]

	NBA 07[image: External link]

	NBA 08[image: External link]

	NBA 09: The Inside[image: External link]

	NBA 2K[image: External link]

	NBA Ballers[image: External link]

	NBA Ballers: Chosen One[image: External link]

	NBA Ballers: Phenom[image: External link]

	NBA Ballers: Rebound[image: External link]

	NBA Hangtime[image: External link]

	NBA Hoopz[image: External link]

	NBA Jam[image: External link]

	NBA Live[image: External link]

	NBA Showtime: NBA on NBC[image: External link]

	NBA Street[image: External link]
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American Football






This article is about the American variation of gridiron football. For a broader usage of the name, see American football (disambiguation)[image: External link].

American football, referred to as football in the United States and Canada, and also known as "gridiron football[image: External link]" or simply "gridiron", is a sport[image: External link] played by two teams of eleven players on a rectangular field with goalposts at each end. The offense[image: External link], the team with control of the oval-shaped football[image: External link], attempts to advance down the field by running[image: External link] with or passing[image: External link] the ball, while the team without control of the ball, the defense, aims to stop their advance and take control of the ball for themselves. The offense must advance at least ten yards in four downs[image: External link], or plays, or else they turn over[image: External link] the football to the opposing team; if they succeed, they are given a new set of four downs. Points are primarily scored by advancing the ball into the opposing team's end zone for a touchdown[image: External link] or kicking the ball through the opponent's goalposts for a field goal[image: External link]. The team with the most points at the end of a game wins.

American football evolved in the United States, originating from the sports of association football[image: External link] and rugby football[image: External link]. The first game of American football was played on November 6, 1869[image: External link], between two college teams, Rutgers[image: External link] and Princeton[image: External link], under rules based on the association football rules of the time.[2] During the latter half of the 1870s, colleges playing association football switched to the Rugby Union code[image: External link], which allowed carrying the ball. A set of rule changes drawn up from 1880[image: External link] onward by Walter Camp[image: External link], the "Father of American Football", established the snap[image: External link], eleven-player teams, and the concept of downs; later rule changes legalized the forward pass[image: External link], created the neutral zone[image: External link], and specified the size and shape of the football.

American football as a whole is the most popular sport in the United States[image: External link]. Professional football and college football[image: External link] are the most popular forms of the game, with the other major levels being high school[image: External link] and youth football. As of 2012, nearly 1.1 million high school athletes and 70,000 college athletes play the sport in the United States annually, almost all of them men, with a few exceptions[image: External link]. The National Football League[image: External link], the most popular American football league, has the highest average attendance of any professional sports league in the world[image: External link]; its championship game, the Super Bowl[image: External link], ranks among the most-watched club sporting events in the world, and the league has an annual revenue of around US$10 billion.



TOP
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 Etymology and names




In the United States, American football is referred to as "football".[3] The term "football" was officially established in the rulebook for the 1876 college football season[image: External link], when the sport first shifted from soccer-style rules to rugby-style rules. Harvard was one of the primary proponents of the rugby-style game, and it could easily have been called "rugby" at this point; however, Harvard compromised and did not request that the name be changed to "rugby".[4] The terms "gridiron" or "American football" are favored in English-speaking countries where other codes of football[image: External link] are popular, such as the United Kingdom, Ireland, New Zealand, and Australia.[5][6]
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 History




Main article: History of American football[image: External link]
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 Early history




American football evolved from the sports of association football[image: External link] (soccer) and rugby football[image: External link]. Rugby football, like American football, is a sport where two competing teams vie for control of a ball, which can be kicked through a set of goalposts or run into the opponent's goal area to score points.[7]

What is considered to be the first American football game was played on November 6, 1869[image: External link] between Rutgers[image: External link] and Princeton[image: External link], two college[image: External link] teams. The game was played between two teams of 25 players each and used a round ball that could not be picked up or carried. It could, however, be kicked or batted with the feet, hands, head or sides, with the ultimate goal being to advance it into the opponent's goal. Rutgers won the game 6 goals to 4.[8][9] Collegiate play continued for several years in which matches were played using the rules of the host school. Representatives of Yale, Columbia[image: External link], Princeton and Rutgers met on October 19, 1873 to create a standard set of rules for all schools to adhere to. Teams were set at 20 players each, and fields of 400 by 250 feet (122 m × 76 m) were specified. Harvard abstained from the conference, as they favored a rugby-style game that allowed running with the ball.[9]

An 1875 Harvard-Yale game played under rugby-style rules was observed by two impressed Princeton athletes. These players introduced the sport to Princeton, a feat the Professional Football Researchers Association[image: External link] compared to "selling refrigerators[image: External link] to Eskimos[image: External link]."[9] Princeton, Harvard, Yale and Columbia then agreed to intercollegiate play using a form of rugby union[image: External link] rules with a modified scoring system.[10] These schools formed the Intercollegiate Football Association, although Yale did not join until 1879. Yale player Walter Camp[image: External link], now regarded as the "Father of American Football",[10][11] secured rule changes in 1880 that reduced the size of each team from 15 to 11 players and instituted the snap[image: External link] to replace the chaotic and inconsistent scrum[image: External link].[10]
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 Evolution of the game




The introduction of the snap resulted in unexpected consequences. Prior to the snap, the strategy had been to punt if a scrum resulted in bad field position. However, a group of Princeton players realized that, as the snap was uncontested, they now could hold the ball indefinitely to prevent their opponent from scoring. In 1881, both teams in a game between Yale-Princeton used this strategy to maintain their undefeated records. Each team held the ball, gaining no ground, for an entire half, resulting in a 0-0 tie. This "block game" proved extremely unpopular with the spectators and fans of both teams.[10]

A rule change was necessary to prevent this strategy from taking hold, and a reversion to the scrum was considered. However, Camp successfully proposed a rule in 1882 that limited each team to three downs[image: External link], or tackles, to advance the ball five yards. Failure to advance the ball the required distance within those three downs would result in control of the ball being forfeited to the other team. This change effectively made American football a separate sport from rugby, and the resulting five-yard lines added to the field to measure distances made it resemble a gridiron[image: External link] in appearance. Other major rule changes included a reduction of the field size to 110 by 53.333 yards (100.584 m × 48.768 m), and the adoption of a scoring system that awarded four points for a touchdown, two for a safety and a goal following a touchdown[image: External link], and five for a goal from field[image: External link]; additionally, tackling below the waist was legalized.[10] The last, and arguably most important innovation, which would at last make American football uniquely "American", was the legalization of interference, or blocking[image: External link], a tactic which was highly illegal under the rugby-style rules.

Despite these new rules, football remained a violent sport. Dangerous mass-formations, which involved interlocking interference, like the flying wedge[image: External link] resulted in serious injuries and deaths.[12] A 1905 peak of 19 fatalities nationwide resulted in a threat by President Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] to abolish the game unless major changes were made.[13] In response, sixty-two colleges and universities met in New York City to discuss rule changes on December 28, 1905, and these proceedings resulted in the formation of the Intercollegiate Athletic Association of the United States, later named the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (NCAA).[14]

The legal forward pass[image: External link] was introduced in 1906, although its impact was initially limited due to the restrictions placed on its use. Other rule changes introduced that year included the reduction of the time of play from 70 to 60 minutes and the increase of the distance required for a first down from 5 to 10 yards (9.1 m). To reduce infighting and dirty play between teams, the neutral zone[image: External link] was created along the width of the football.[15] Scoring was also adjusted: field goals were lowered to three points in 1909[11] and touchdowns were raised to six points in 1912.[16] The field was also reduced to 100 yards (91 m) long, but two 10-yard-long end zones were created, and teams were given four downs instead of three to advance the ball 10 yards (9.1 m).[17] The roughing-the-passer penalty was implemented in 1914, and eligible players were first allowed to catch the ball anywhere on the field in 1918.[18]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 The professional era




On November 12, 1892, when William "Pudge" Heffelfinger[image: External link] was paid $500 to play a game for the Allegheny Athletic Association[image: External link] in a match against the Pittsburgh Athletic Club[image: External link]. This is the first recorded instance of a player being paid to participate in a game of American football[image: External link], although many athletic clubs in the 1880s offered indirect benefits, such as helping players attain employment, giving out trophies or watches that players could pawn for money, or paying double in expense money. Despite these extra benefits, the game had a strict sense of amateurism at the time, and direct payment to players was frowned upon, if not outright prohibited.[19]

Over time, professional play became increasingly common, and with it came rising salaries and unpredictable player movement, as well as the illegal payment of college players who were still in school. The National Football League[image: External link] (NFL), a group of professional teams that was originally established in 1920 as the American Professional Football Association, aimed to solve these problems. This new league's stated goals included an end to bidding wars over players, prevention of the use of college players, and abolition of the practice of paying players to leave another team.[20] By 1922, the NFL had established itself as the premier professional football league.[21]

The dominant form of football at the time was played at the collegiate level[image: External link], but the upstart NFL received a boost to its legitimacy in 1925 when an NFL team, the Pottsville Maroons[image: External link], defeated a team of Notre Dame[image: External link] all-stars in an exhibition game[image: External link].[22] A greater emphasis on the passing game helped professional football to further distinguish itself from the college game during the late 1930s.[20] Football in general became increasingly popular following the 1958 NFL Championship game[image: External link], a match between the Baltimore Colts[image: External link] and the New York Giants[image: External link] that is still referred to as the "Greatest Game Ever Played". The game, a 23–17 overtime victory by the Colts, was seen by millions of television viewers and had a major impact on the popularity of the sport. This, along with the innovations introduced by the new American Football League[image: External link] (AFL) in the early 1960s, helped football to become the most popular sport in the United States by the mid-1960s.[23]

The rival American Football League arose in 1960 and challenged the NFL's dominance. The AFL began in relative obscurity but eventually thrived, with an initial television contract with the ABC[image: External link] network. The AFL's existence forced the conservative NFL to expand to Dallas and Minnesota in an attempt to destroy the new league. Meanwhile, the AFL introduced many new features to Professional Football in the United States: official time on the scoreboard clock, rather than on a watch in the referee's pocket, as the NFL did; optional two-point conversions by pass or run after touchdowns; names on the jerseys of players; and several others, including expansion of the role of minority players, actively recruited by the league in contrast to the NFL. The AFL also signed several star college players that had also been drafted by NFL teams. Competition for players heated up in 1965, when the AFL New York Jets[image: External link] signed rookie Joe Namath[image: External link] to a then-record US $437,000 contract. A five-year, $40 million NBC[image: External link] television contract followed, which helped to sustain the young league. The bidding war for players ended in 1966, when NFL owners approached the AFL regarding a merger, and the two leagues agreed on one[image: External link] that would take full effect in 1970. This agreement provided for a common draft that would take place each year, and it instituted an annual World Championship game to be played between the champions of each league. That game began play at the end of the 1966 season. Once the merger was completed, it was no longer a championship game between two leagues, and reverted to the NFL championship game, which came to be known as the Super Bowl[image: External link].[24]

College football maintained a tradition of postseason bowl games[image: External link]. Each bowl game would be associated with a particular conference, and earning a spot in a bowl game was the reward for winning a conference. This arrangement was profitable, but it tended to prevent the two top-ranked teams from meeting in a true national championship game, as they would normally be committed to the bowl games of their respective conferences. Several systems have been used since 1992 to determine a national champion of college football. The first was the Bowl Coalition[image: External link], in place from 1992 to 1994. This was replaced in 1995 by the Bowl Alliance[image: External link], which gave way in 1997 to the Bowl Championship Series[image: External link] (BCS).[25] The BCS arrangement proved to be controversial[image: External link], and was replaced in 2014 by the College Football Playoff[image: External link] (CFP).[26][27]
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 Teams and positions




Main article: American football positions[image: External link]


A football game is played between two teams of 11 players each.[28][29][30] Playing with more on the field is punishable by a penalty.[28][31][32] Teams may substitute any number of their players[image: External link] between downs;[33][34][35] this "platoon" system replaced the original system, which featured limited substitution rules, and has resulted in teams utilizing specialized offensive, defensive and special teams[image: External link] squads.[36]

Individual players in a football game must be designated with a uniform number[image: External link] between 1 and 99. NFL teams are required to number their players by a league-approved numbering system, and any exceptions must be approved by the Commissioner[image: External link].[28] NCAA and NFHS teams are "strongly advised" to number their offensive players according to a league-suggested numbering scheme.[37][38]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Offensive unit




The role of the offensive unit is to advance the football down the field with the ultimate goal of scoring a touchdown[image: External link].[39]

The offensive team must line up in a legal formation[image: External link] before they can snap the ball. An offensive formation is considered illegal if there are more than four players in the backfield[image: External link] or fewer than five players numbered 50-79 on the offensive line.[29][40][41] Players can temporarily line up in a position whose eligibility is different from what their number permits as long as they immediately report the change to the referee, who then informs the defensive team of the change.[42] Neither team's players, with the exception of the snapper, are allowed to line up in or cross the neutral zone until the ball is snapped. Interior offensive linemen are not allowed to move until the snap of the ball.[43]

The main backfield positions are the quarterback[image: External link] (QB), halfback/tailback[image: External link] (HB/TB) and fullback[image: External link] (FB). The quarterback is the leader of the offense. Either he or a coach calls the plays. Quarterbacks typically inform the rest of the offense of the play in the huddle[image: External link] before the team lines up. The quarterback lines up behind the center to take the snap and then hands the ball off, throws it or runs with it.[39]

The primary role of the halfback, also known as the tailback, is to carry the ball on running plays. Halfbacks may also serve as receivers. Fullbacks tend to be larger than halfbacks and function primarily as blockers, but they are sometimes used as runners in short-yardage situations[44] and are seldom used in passing situations.[45]

The offensive line[image: External link] (OL) consists of several players whose primary function is to block[image: External link] members of the defensive line from tackling the ball carrier on running plays or sacking[image: External link] the quarterback on passing plays.[44] The leader of the offensive line is the center[image: External link] (C), who is responsible for snapping the ball to the quarterback, blocking,[44] and for making sure that the other linemen do their jobs during the play.[46] On either side of the center are the guards[image: External link] (G), while tackles[image: External link] (T) line up outside of the guards.

The principal receivers are the wide receivers[image: External link] (WR) and the tight ends[image: External link] (TE).[47] Wide receivers line up on or near the line of scrimmage, split outside of the line. The main goal of the wide receiver is to catch passes thrown by the quarterback,[44] but they may also function as decoys or as blockers during running plays. Tight ends line up outside of the tackles and function both as receivers and as blockers.[44]
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 Defensive unit




The role of the defense is to prevent the offense from scoring by tackling[image: External link] the ball carrier or by forcing turnovers[image: External link] ( interceptions[image: External link] or fumbles[image: External link]).[39]

The defensive line[image: External link] (DL) consists of defensive ends[image: External link] (DE) and defensive tackles[image: External link] (DT). Defensive ends line up on the ends of the line, while defensive tackles line up inside, between the defensive ends. The primary responsibilities of defensive ends and defensive tackles is to stop running plays on the outside and inside, respectively, to pressure the quarterback on passing plays, and to occupy the line so that the linebackers[image: External link] can break through.[44]

Linebackers line up behind the defensive line but in front of the defensive backfield. They are divided into two types: middle linebackers (MLB) and outside linebackers (OLB). Linebackers are the defensive leaders and call the defensive plays. Their diverse roles include defending the run, pressuring the quarterback, and guarding backs, wide receivers and tight ends in the passing game.[48]

The defensive backfield[image: External link], often called the secondary, consists of cornerbacks[image: External link] (CB) and safeties[image: External link] (S). Safeties are themselves divided into free safeties (FS) and strong safeties (SS).[44] Cornerbacks line up outside the defensive formation, typically opposite of a receiver so as to be able to cover him, while safeties line up between the cornerbacks but farther back in the secondary. Safeties are the last line of defense, and are responsible for stopping deep passing plays as well as running plays.[44]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Special teams unit




The special teams unit is responsible for all kicking plays. The special teams unit of the team in control of the ball will try and execute field goal[image: External link] (FG) attempts, punts[image: External link] and kickoffs[image: External link], while the opposing team's unit will aim to block or return them.[39]

Three positions are specific to the field goal and PAT (point-after-touchdown)[image: External link] unit: the placekicker[image: External link] (K or PK), holder[image: External link] (H) and long snapper[image: External link] (LS). The long snapper's job is to snap the football to the holder, who will catch and position it for the placekicker. There is not usually a holder on kickoffs, because the ball is kicked off of a tee; however, a holder may be used in certain situations, such as if wind is preventing the ball from remaining upright on the tee. The player on the receiving team who catches the ball is known as the kickoff returner[image: External link] (KR).[49]

The positions specific to punt plays are the punter[image: External link] (P), long snapper, and gunner[image: External link]. The long snapper snaps the football directly to the punter, who then drops and kicks it before it hits the ground. Gunners line up split outside of the line and race down the field, aiming to tackle the punt returner[image: External link] (PR) – the player that catches the punt.[50]
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 Rules




Main article: American football rules[image: External link]
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 Scoring




In American football, the winner is the team that has scored the most points at the end of the game. There are multiple ways to score in a football game.

The touchdown[image: External link] (TD), worth six points, is the most valuable scoring play in American football. A touchdown is scored when a live ball is advanced into, caught in, or recovered in the end zone of the opposing team.[39] The scoring team then attempts a try[image: External link] or conversion[image: External link], more commonly known as the point(s)-after-touchdown (PAT), which is a single scoring opportunity. A PAT is most commonly attempted from the two- or three-yard line, depending on the level of play. If scored by a placekick or dropkick through the goal posts, it is worth one point, and is typically called the extra point.[51] If it is scored by what would normally be a touchdown, it is called the two-point conversion[image: External link][51] and is worth two points. For the 2015 season, the NFL adopted a rules on PATs that stated during an extra point the placekick must be kicked at the 15 yard line and on extra points if the kick is blocked and the opposing team returns it into the end zone or if during a two-point conversion the ball is fumbled or intercepted and returned to the end zone the opposing team will score two points. No points are awarded on a failed extra point or two-point conversion attempt.[52][53][54] In general, the extra point is almost always successful in professional play and is only slightly less successful at amateur levels, while the two-point conversion is a much riskier play with a higher probability of failure; accordingly, extra point attempts are far more common than two-point conversion attempts.[51]

A field goal[image: External link] (FG), worth three points, is scored when the ball is placekicked or dropkicked through the uprights and over the crossbars of the defense's goalposts.[55][56][57] After a PAT attempt or successful field goal the scoring team must kick the ball off to the other team.[58] A safety[image: External link] is scored when the ball carrier is tackled in his own end zone. Safeties are worth two points, which are awarded to the defense.[39] In addition, the team that conceded the safety must kick the ball to the scoring team via a free kick[image: External link].[59]
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 Field and equipment




Football games are played on a rectangular field[image: External link] that measures 120 yards (110 m) long and 53.33 yards (48.76 m) wide. Lines marked along the ends and sides of the field are known respectively as the end lines and sidelines[image: External link], and goal lines[image: External link] are marked 10 yards (9.1 m) inward from each end line. Weighted pylons are placed on the inside corner of the intersections of the goal lines and end lines.

White markings on the field identify the distance from the end zone. Inbound lines, or hash marks[image: External link], are short parallel lines that mark off 1 yard (0.91 m) increments. Yard lines[image: External link], which can run the width of the field, are marked every 5 yards (4.6 m). A one yard wide is placed at each end of the field; this line is marked at the center of the two-yard line in professional play and at the three-yard line in college play. Numerals that display the distance from the closest goal line in multiples of ten are placed on both sides of the field every ten yards.[60][61][62]

Goalposts[image: External link] are located at the center of the plane of each of the two end lines. The crossbar of these posts is ten feet (3 meters) above the ground, with vertical uprights at the end of the crossbar 18 feet 6 inches (5.64 m) apart for professional and collegiate play and 23 feet 4 inches (7.11 m) apart for high school play.[63][64][65] The uprights extend vertically 35 feet on professional fields, a minimum of 10 yards on college fields, and a minimum of ten feet on high school fields. Goal posts are padded at the base, and orange ribbons are normally placed at the tip of each upright.[63][64][65]

The football[image: External link] itself is an oval ball, similar to the balls used in rugby or Australian rules football[image: External link].[66] At all levels of play, the football is inflated to  12 1⁄2 to  13 1⁄2 pounds per square inch[image: External link] (psi) and weighs 14 to 15 ounces (397 to 425 grams[image: External link]);[65][67][68] beyond that, the exact dimensions vary slightly. In professional play the ball has a long axis of 11 to  11 1⁄4 inches, a long circumference of 28 to  28 1⁄2 inches, and a short circumference of 21 to  21 1⁄4 inches,[69] while in college and high school play the ball has a long axis of  10 7⁄8 to  11 7⁄16 inches, a long circumference of  27 3⁄4 to  28 1⁄2 inches, and a short circumference of  20 3⁄4 to  21 1⁄4 inches.[65][67]
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 Duration and time stoppages




Football games last for a total of 60 minutes in professional and college play and are divided into two halves of 30 minutes and four quarters of 15 minutes.[70][71] High school football games are 48 minutes in length with two halves of 24 minutes and four quarters of 12 minutes.[72] The two halves are separated by a halftime[image: External link] period, and the first and third quarters are also followed by a short break.[70][71][73] Prior to the start of the game, the referee and team captains[image: External link] for each team meet at midfield for a coin toss[image: External link]. The visiting team is allowed to call 'heads' or 'tails'; the winner of the toss is allowed to decide from between choosing whether to receive or kick off the ball or choosing which goal they want to defend, but they can also defer their choice until the second half. The losing team, unless the winning team decides to defer, is allowed to choose the option the winning team did not select, and receives the option to receive, kick, or select a goal to defend to begin the second half. Most teams choose to receive or defer, because choosing to kick the ball to start the game would allow the other team to choose which goal to defend.[74] Teams switch goals following the first and third quarters.[75] If a down is in progress when a quarter ends, play continues until the down is completed.[76][77][78]

Games last longer than their defined length due to play stoppages – the average NFL game lasts slightly over three hours.[79] Time in a football game is measured by the game clock. An operator is responsible for starting, stopping and operating the game clock based on the direction of the appropriate official[image: External link].[70][80] A separate clock, the play clock[image: External link], is used to determine if a delay of game[image: External link] infraction has been committed. If the play clock expires before the ball has been snapped or free-kicked, a delay of game foul is called on the offense. The play clock is set to 40 seconds in professional and college football and to 25 seconds in high school play or following certain administrative stoppages in the former levels of play.[76][81][82]
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 Advancing the ball and downs




There are two main ways that the offense can advance the ball: running[image: External link] and passing[image: External link]. In a typical play, the quarterback calls the play, and the center passes the ball backwards and under his legs to the quarterback in a process known as the snap[image: External link]. The quarterback then either hands the ball off to a back, throws the ball or runs with it himself. The play ends when the player with the ball is tackled or goes out of bounds, or a pass hits the ground without a player having caught it. A forward pass can only be legally attempted if the passer is behind the line of scrimmage.[58] In the NFL, a down also ends if the runner's helmet comes off.[83]

The offense is given a series of four plays, known as downs[image: External link]. If the offense advances ten or more yards in the four downs, they are awarded a new set of four downs. If they fail to advance ten yards, possession of the football is turned over to the defense. In most situations, if the offense reaches their fourth down they will punt[image: External link] the ball to the other team, which forces them to begin their drive from further down the field; if they are in field goal range[image: External link], they might also attempt to score a field goal.[58] A group of officials, the chain crew, keeps track of both the downs and the distance measurements.[84] On television, a yellow line is electronically superimposed on the field to show the first down line to the viewing audience.[85]
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 Kicking




There are two categories of kicks in football: scrimmage kicks, which can be executed by the offensive team on any down from behind or on the line of scrimmage,[88][89][90] and free kicks.[91][92][93] The free kicks are the kickoff[image: External link], which starts the first and third quarters and overtime and follows a try attempt or a successful field goal, and the safety kick[image: External link], which follows a safety.[89][94][95]

On a kickoff, the ball is placed at the 35-yard line of the kicking team in professional and college play and at the 40-yard line in high school play. The ball may be drop-kicked or place-kicked. If a place kick is chosen, the ball can be placed on the ground or on a tee, and a holder may be used in either case. On a safety kick, the kicking team kicks the ball from their own 20-yard line. They can punt, drop-kick or place-kick the ball, but a tee may not be used in professional play. Any member of the receiving team may catch or advance the ball, and the ball may be recovered by the kicking team once it has gone at least ten yards and has touched the ground or has been touched by any member of the receiving team.[96][97][98]

The three types of scrimmage kicks are place kicks, drop kicks, and punts. Only place kicks and drop kicks can score points.[55][56][57] The place kick is the standard method used to score points,[86] because the pointy shape of the football makes it difficult to reliably drop kick.[86][87] Once the ball has been kicked from a scrimmage kick, it can be advanced by the kicking team only if it is caught or recovered behind the line of scrimmage. If it is touched or recovered by the kicking team beyond this line, it becomes dead at the spot where it was touched.[99][100][101] The kicking team is prohibited from interfering with the receiver's opportunity to catch the ball, and the receiving team has the option of signaling for a fair catch[image: External link]. This prohibits the defense from blocking into or tackling the receiver, but the play ends as soon as the ball is caught and the ball may not be advanced.[102][103][104]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Officials and fouls




See also: Official (American football)[image: External link], Chain crew[image: External link], and Penalty (gridiron football)[image: External link]


Officials are responsible for enforcing game rules and monitoring the clock. All officials carry a whistle[image: External link] and wear black-and-white striped shirts and black hats except for the referee, whose hat is white. Each carries a weighted yellow flag[image: External link] that is thrown to the ground to signal that a foul[image: External link] has been called. An official who spots multiple fouls will throw his hat as a secondary signal.[105] The seven officials on the field are each tasked with a different set of responsibilities:[105]


	The referee is positioned behind and to the side of the offensive backs. He is charged with oversight and control of the game and is the authority on the score, the down number, and any and all rule interpretations in discussions between the other officials. He announces all penalties and discusses the infraction with the offending team's captain, monitors for illegal hits against the quarterback, makes requests for first-down measurements, and notifies the head coach whenever a player is ejected. He positions himself to the passing arm side of the quarterback. In most games, the referee is responsible for spotting the football prior to a play from scrimmage.

	The umpire is positioned in the defensive backfield, except in the NFL, where he is positioned lateral to the referee on the opposite side of the formation. He watches play along the line of scrimmage to make sure that no more than 11 offensive players are on the field prior to the snap and that no offensive linemen are illegally downfield[image: External link] on pass plays. He monitors the contact between offensive and defensive linemen and calls most of the holding[image: External link] penalties. The umpire records the number of timeouts taken and the winner of the coin toss and the game score, assists the referee in situations involving possession of the ball close to the line of scrimmage, determines whether player equipment is legal, and dries wet balls prior to the snap if a game is played in rain.

	The back judge is positioned deep in the defensive backfield, behind the umpire. He ensures that the defensive team has no more than 11 players on the field and determines whether catches are legal, whether field goal or extra point attempts are good, and whether a pass interference[image: External link] violation occurred. The back judge is also responsible for the play clock, the time between each play, when a visible play clock is not used.

	The head linesman is positioned on one end of the line of scrimmage. He watches for any line-of-scrimmage and illegal use-of-hands violations and assists the line judge with illegal shift or illegal motion calls. The head linesman also rules on out-of-bounds calls that happen on his side of the field, oversees the chain crew and marks the forward progress of a runner when a play has been whistled dead.




	The side judge is positioned twenty yards downfield of the head linesman. He mainly duplicates the functions of the field judge. On field goal and extra point attempts, he is positioned lateral to the umpire.

	The line judge is positioned on the end of the line of scrimmage, opposite the head linesman. He or she supervises player substitutions, the line of scrimmage during punts, and game timing. He notifies the referee when time has expired at the end of a quarter and notifies the head coach of the home team when five minutes remain for halftime. In the NFL, the line judge also alerts the referee when two minutes remain in the half[image: External link]. If the clock malfunctions or becomes inoperable, the line judge becomes the official timekeeper.

	The field judge is positioned twenty yards downfield from the line judge. He monitors and controls the play clock[image: External link], counts the number of defensive players on the field, and watches for offensive pass interference and illegal use-of-hands violations by offensive players. He also makes decisions regarding catches, recoveries, the ball spot when a player goes out of bounds, and illegal touching of fumbled balls that have crossed the line of scrimmage. On field goal and extra point attempts, the field judge is stationed under the upright opposite the back judge.

	The center judge is an eighth official used in the top level of college football. He stands lateral to the referee, the same way the umpire does in the NFL. The center judge is responsible for spotting the football after each play, and has many of the same responsibilities as the referee, except announcing penalties.



Another set of officials, the chain crew[image: External link], are responsible for moving the chains. The chains, consisting of two large sticks with a 10-yard-long chain between them, are used to measure for a first down. The chain crew stays on the sidelines during the game, but if requested by the officials they will briefly bring the chains on to the field to measure. A typical chain crew will have at least three people – two members of the chain crew will hold either of the two sticks, while a third will hold the down marker. The down marker, a large stick with a dial on it, is flipped after each play to indicate the current down, and is typically moved to the approximate spot of the ball. The chain crew system has been used for over 100 years and is considered to be an accurate measure of distance, rarely subject to criticism from either side.[84]
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 Safety




See also: American football protective equipment[image: External link] and Health issues in American football[image: External link]


Football is a full-contact sport, and injuries are relatively common. Most injuries occur during training sessions, particularly ones that involve contact between players.[106] To try to prevent injuries, players are required to wear a set of equipment. At a minimum players must wear a football helmet[image: External link] and a set of shoulder pads[image: External link], but individual leagues may require additional padding such as thigh pads and guards, knee pads, chest protectors, and mouthguards[image: External link].[107][108][109] Most injuries occur in the lower extremities, particularly in the knee, but a significant number also affect the upper extremities. The most common types of injuries are strains[image: External link], sprains[image: External link], bruises[image: External link], fractures, dislocations[image: External link], and concussions[image: External link].[106] Repeated concussions can increase a person's risk in later life for chronic traumatic encephalopathy[image: External link] and mental health issues such as dementia[image: External link], Parkinson's disease[image: External link], and depression[image: External link].[110] Concussions are often caused by helmet-to-helmet or upper-body contact between opposing players, although helmets have prevented more serious injuries such as skull fractures[image: External link].[111] Various programs are aiming to reduce concussions by reducing the frequency of helmet-to-helmet hits; USA Football[image: External link]'s "Heads Up Football" program is aiming to reduce concussions in youth football by teaching coaches and players about the signs of a concussion, the proper way to wear football equipment and ensure it fits, and proper tackling methods that avoid helmet-to-helmet contact.[112] However, a study in the Orthopaedic Journal of Sports Medicine found that Heads Up Football was ineffective; the same study did note that more extensive reforms implemented by Pop Warner Little Scholars[image: External link] and its member teams were effective in significantly reducing concussion rates.[113]
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 Leagues and tournaments




The National Football League[image: External link] (NFL) and the National Collegiate Athletic Association[image: External link] (NCAA) are the most popular football leagues in the United States.[114] The National Football League was founded in 1920[115] and has since become the largest and most popular sport in the United States.[116] The NFL has the highest average attendance of any sporting league in the world, with an average attendance of 66,960 during the 2011 NFL Season[image: External link].[117] The NFL championship game is called the Super Bowl, and is among the biggest events in club sports worldwide.[118] It is played between the champions of the National Football Conference[image: External link] (NFC) and the American Football Conference[image: External link] (AFC), and its winner is awarded the Vince Lombardi Trophy[image: External link].[119]

College football[image: External link] is the third-most popular sport in the United States, behind professional baseball and professional football.[120] The NCAA, the largest collegiate organization, is divided into three Divisions: Division I[image: External link], Division II[image: External link] and Division III[image: External link].[121] Division I football is further divided into two subdivisions: the Football Bowl Subdivision[image: External link] (FBS) and the Football Championship Subdivision[image: External link] (FCS).[122] The champions of each level of play are determined through NCAA-sanctioned playoff systems; while the champion of Division I-FBS was historically determined by various polls and ranking systems, the subdivision adopted a four-team playoff system in 2014.[123]

High school football[image: External link] is the most popular sport in the United States played by boys; over 1.1 million boys participated in the sport from 2007 to 2008 according to a survey by the National Federation of State High School Associations[image: External link] (NFHS). The NFHS is the largest organization for high school football, with member associations in all 50 states[image: External link] as well as the District of Columbia[image: External link]. USA Football is the governing body for youth and amateur football,[124] and Pop Warner Little Scholars[image: External link] is the largest organization for youth football.[125]
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 Rival professional leagues




Several professional football leagues have been formed as rival leagues to the NFL. The most successful rival league was the American Football League (AFL), which existed from 1960 to 1969. The AFL became a significant rival in 1964[image: External link] before signing a five-year, US$36 million television deal with NBC. AFL teams began to sign NFL players to contracts, and the league's popularity grew to challenge that of the NFL. The two leagues merged in the 1970 season[image: External link], and all AFL teams joined the NFL. An earlier league, the All-America Football Conference[image: External link], was in play from 1946 to 1949. After the league dissolved, two AAFC teams, the Cleveland Browns[image: External link] and the San Francisco 49ers[image: External link], became members of the NFL; another member, the Baltimore Colts[image: External link] joined the league, but folded after just a year in the NFL.[126]

Other attempts to start rival leagues have been far less successful. The World Football League[image: External link] (WFL) played for two seasons, in 1974 and 1975, but faced monetary issues so severe that the league could not pay its players. In its second and final season the WFL attempted to establish a stable credit rating, but the league disbanded before its second season could be completed.[127] The United States Football League[image: External link] (USFL) operated for three seasons from 1983 to 1985 but collapsed due to poor business decisions and monetary problems. A subsequent USD $1.5 billion antitrust lawsuit against the NFL was successful in court, but the league was awarded only three dollars in damages.[128] The XFL[image: External link] was created in 2001 by Vince McMahon[image: External link] and lasted for only one season. Despite television contracts with NBC and UPN[image: External link] and high expectations, the XFL suffered from poor television ratings and a low quality of play.[129] The United Football League[image: External link] (UFL) began in 2009, but folded after suspending its 2012 season[image: External link], due to financial issues.[130]
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 International play




American football leagues exist throughout the world, but the game has yet to achieve the international success and popularity of baseball and basketball.[131] NFL Europa[image: External link], the developmental league[image: External link] of the NFL, operated from 1991 to 1992 and then from 1995 to 2007. At the time of its closure, NFL Europa had five teams based in Germany and one in the Netherlands.[132]

The European Football League[image: External link] (EFL), run by the European Federation of American Football[image: External link] (EFAF), is an annual invitational tournament between the champions or co-champions of competitions run by EFAF members. The league's championship game is the Eurobowl[image: External link].[133] Other EFAF tournaments include the EFAF Cup[image: External link], played between the top teams from national leagues in a similar manner to the UEFA Cup[image: External link],[134] the Atlantic Cup, played between teams from the Atlantic region of Europe[image: External link],[135] and the Challenge Cup[image: External link], played between teams from newer federations that are not eligible to play in the EFL or EFAF Cup.[136] American football federations are also present in Asia[image: External link], Oceania[image: External link], and Pan America[image: External link], and a total of 64 national football federations exist as of July 2012.[137] The International Federation of American Football[image: External link] (IFAF), an international body composed of American football federations, runs tournaments such as the IFAF World Championship[image: External link], which is held every four years since 1999, the IFAF Women's World Championship[image: External link], the IFAF U-19 World Championship[image: External link] and the Flag Football World Championship[image: External link]. The IFAF also organizes the annual International Bowl game.[138] At the international level, Canada, Mexico, and Japan are considered to be second-tier, while Austria, Germany, and France would rank among a third tier. All of these countries rank far below the United States, which is dominant at the international level.[137]

Football is not an Olympic sport[image: External link], but it was a demonstration sport[image: External link] at the 1932 Summer Olympics[image: External link].[1] The IFAF has received provisional recognition from the International Olympic Committee[image: External link] (IOC), and a vote on making it an Olympic sport could be held as early as 2017.[139] Several major obstacles hinder the IFAF goal of achieving status as an Olympic sport, such as the predominant participation of men in international play and the short three-week Olympic schedule. Large team sizes are an additional difficulty, due to the Olympics' set limit of 10,500 athletes and coaches. American football also has the issue of global visibility. Nigel Melville[image: External link], the CEO of USA Rugby[image: External link], noted that "American football is recognized globally as a sport, but it's not played globally." In order to solve these concerns, major effort has been put into promoting flag football[image: External link], a modified version of American football, at the international level.[137]
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 Popularity and cultural impact
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 United States




Main article: American football in the United States[image: External link]


"Baseball is still called the national pastime, but football is by far the more popular sport in American society", according to ESPN.com's Sean McAdam.[140] In a 2014 poll conducted by Harris Interactive[image: External link], professional football ranked as the most popular sport, and college football ranked third behind only professional football and baseball; 46% of participants ranked some form of the game as their favorite sport. Professional football has ranked as the most popular sport in the poll since 1985, when it surpassed baseball for the first time.[141] Professional football is most popular among those who live in the eastern United States[image: External link] and rural areas, while college football is most popular in the southern United States[image: External link] and among people with graduate and post-graduate degrees.[142] Football is also the most-played sport by high school and college athletes in the United States. In a 2012 study, the NCAA estimated there were around 1.1 million high school football players and nearly 70,000 college football players in the United States; in comparison, the second-most played sport, basketball, had around 1 million participants in high school and 34,000 in college.[143] The Super Bowl is the most popular single-day sporting event in the United States,[24] and is among the biggest club sporting events in the world in terms of TV viewership.[118] The NFL makes approximately $10 billion annually.[144] Super Bowl games account for seven of the top eight most-watched broadcasts in American history; Super Bowl XLIX[image: External link] was watched by a record 114.4 million Americans.[145]

American football also plays a significant role in American culture. The Super Bowl is considered a de facto national holiday,[146] and in parts of the country like Texas[image: External link], the sport has been compared to a religion.[147][148] Football is also linked to other holidays; New Year's Day[image: External link] is traditionally the date for several college football bowl games, including the Rose Bowl[image: External link]. However, if New Year's Day is on a Sunday, the bowl games are moved to another date to not conflict with the typical NFL Sunday schedule.[149] Thanksgiving[image: External link] football[image: External link] is an American tradition,[150] hosting many high school, college, and professional games.[151] Steve Deace of USA Today wrote that Americans are passionate about football "because it embodies everything we love about American exceptionalism[image: External link]. Merit is rewarded, not punished. Masculinity is celebrated, not feminized. People of various beliefs and backgrounds – a melting pot, if you will – must unify for a common goal for the team to be successful".[152] Implicit rules such as playing through pain and sacrificing for the better of the team are promoted in football culture.[153]
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 Other countries




In Canada, the game has a significant following — according to a 2013 poll, 21% of respondents said they followed the NFL "very closely" or "fairly closely", making it the third-most followed league behind the National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL) and Canadian Football League[image: External link] (CFL).[154] American football also has a long history in Mexico, which was introduced to the sport in 1896. American football was the second-most popular sport in Mexico in the 1950s, with the game being particularly popular in colleges.[155] The Los Angeles Times[image: External link] notes that the NFL claims over 16 million fans in Mexico, which places the country third behind the US and Canada.[156] American football is played in Mexico both professionally and as part of the college sports system.[157]. The top American football competition in Mexico is the recently created Liga de Fútbol Americano Profesional[image: External link] (Professional American Football League). At the collegiate level there is the Liga Mayor of the ONEFA, a college championship founded in 1930. There is also the CONADEIP Premier Conference, another college competition founded in 2010. American football is the fifth most popular sport in Mexico and the country have the highest raiting of the NFL outside the United States.

Japan was introduced to the sport in 1934 by Paul Rusch[image: External link], a teacher and Christian missionary who helped establish football teams at three universities in Tokyo. Play was halted during World War II, but began to grow in popularity again after the war. As of 2010, there are more than 400 high school football teams in Japan, with over 15,000 participants, and over 100 teams play in the Kantoh Collegiate Football Association (KCFA).[158] The college champion plays the champion of the X-League[image: External link] (a semi-pro league where teams are financed by corporations) in the Rice Bowl[image: External link] to determine Japan's national champion.[159]

Europe is a major target for expansion of the game by football organizers. In the United Kingdom in the 1980s, the sport was fairly popular, with the 1986 Super Bowl being watched by over 4 million people (about 1 out of every 14 Britons). The sport's popularity faded over the 1990s, coinciding with the establishment of the Premier League[image: External link]. According to BBC America[image: External link], there is a "social stigma" surrounding American football in the UK, with many Brits feeling the sport has no right to call itself 'football' due to the small emphasis on kicking.[160] Nonetheless, the sport has retained a following in the United Kingdom; the NFL operates a media network in the country, and since 2007 has hosted the NFL International Series[image: External link] in London. Super Bowl viewership has also rebounded, with over 4.4 million Britons watching Super Bowl XLVI[image: External link].[161]

The sport is played in European countries such as Switzerland, which has American football clubs in every major city,[162] and Germany, where the sport has around 45,000 registered amateur players.[157] In Europe, almost all nations have their own leagues, highlighting its importance those of Austria[image: External link] (Austrian Football League[image: External link]), Germany[image: External link] (German Football League[image: External link]), France[image: External link] (Ligue Élite de Football Américain[image: External link]) and Italy[image: External link] (Italian Football League[image: External link]). But in these countries American football has not yet reached the same level of popularity it has, for example, in North America[image: External link]. There are national teams of Austria[image: External link], Finland[image: External link], France[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], Great Britain[image: External link], Hungary[image: External link], Israel[image: External link], Italy[image: External link], Netherlands[image: External link], Poland[image: External link], Romania[image: External link], Russia[image: External link], Serbia[image: External link], Spain[image: External link] and Sweden[image: External link].

In Brazil, American football audience increased 800% between 2013 and 2016, according to ESPN, which is, along to Esporte Interativo[image: External link], the responsible to the transmission in the country. Brazil's audience is the 3rd of the world, behind only Mexico and United States. NFL leaders visited Maracanã Stadium[image: External link], in Rio de Janeiro[image: External link], to verify the field. Rumors were that a Pro Bowl[image: External link] edition could be held there. One of the reasons of that boom in audience is the placekicker[image: External link] of Kansas City Chiefs[image: External link], Cairo Santos[image: External link], the first Brazilian player to reach some worldwide success in the sport.[163] Also, the sport is already one of the most played around the country, with approximately 130 teams. The Superliga Nacional de Futebol Americano[image: External link] (National American Football Superleague) is a recently created Brazilian American football league, created and organized by the Confederação Brasileira de Futebol Americano[image: External link] ( pt[image: External link]) (Brazilian Confederation of American Football).
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 Variations and related sports




See also: Canadian football[image: External link], Arena football[image: External link], and Flag football[image: External link]


Canadian football[image: External link], the predominant form of football in Canada, is closely related to American football – both sports developed from rugby, and the two sports are considered to be the chief variants of gridiron football[image: External link].[164] Although the two games share a similar set of rules[image: External link], there are several key rule differences: for example, in Canadian football the field measures 150 by 65 yards (137 by 59 m), including two 20-yard end zones (for a distance between goal lines of 110 yards),[165] teams have three downs instead of four, there are twelve players on each side instead of eleven,[166] fair catches are not allowed, and a rouge[image: External link], worth a single point is scored if the offensive team kicks the ball out of the defense's end zone.[167] The Canadian Football League[image: External link] (CFL) is the major Canadian league and is the second-most popular sporting league in Canada, behind only the National Hockey League[image: External link].[167]

A major variant of football is arena football[image: External link], played by the Arena Football League[image: External link] (AFL).[168] Arena football has eight-player teams and uses an indoor field 50 yards (46 m) in length, excluding end zones, and 28.3 yards (25.9 m) wide. Punting is illegal, and kickoffs are attempted from the goal line. Large overhead nets deflect forward passes and kicks that hit them, and deflected kicks are live balls that may be recovered by either team.[169]

Below the Arena Football League are what New York Times[image: External link] writer Mike Tanier described as the "most minor of minor leagues:" indoor football[image: External link] leagues. Like in arena football, teams in indoor football leagues play in arenas, but games are only attended by a small number of fans, and most players are semi-professional[image: External link] athletes. Indoor football leagues are unstable, with franchises regularly moving from one league to another or merging with other teams, and teams or entire leagues dissolving entirely. The Indoor Football League[image: External link], National Arena League[image: External link], Champions Indoor Football[image: External link] and American Arena League[image: External link] are examples of prominent indoor leagues that are active as of 2017.[170]

There are several non-contact variants of American football, such as flag football[image: External link].[171] In flag football the ballcarrier is not tackled; instead, defenders aim to pull a flag tied around his waist.[172] Another variant, touch football[image: External link], simply requires the ballcarrier to be touched to be considered downed. A game of touch football may require that the player be touched with either one or two hands to be considered down, depending on the rules used.[173]
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Georgetown University






Georgetown University is a private[image: External link] research university[image: External link] in the Georgetown[image: External link] neighborhood of Washington, D.C.[image: External link], the capital[image: External link] of the United States[image: External link]. Founded in 1789 as Georgetown College[image: External link], the university has since grown to comprise nine undergraduate and graduate schools, including the School of Foreign Service[image: External link], School of Business[image: External link], a Medical Center[image: External link], and a Law School[image: External link]. Georgetown's main campus is located on a hill above the Potomac River[image: External link]. Georgetown offers degree programs in forty-eight disciplines, enrolling an average of 7,500 undergraduate[image: External link] and 10,000 post-graduate[image: External link] students from more than 130 countries.[9] The campus is identifiable by its flagship Healy Hall[image: External link], which is a National Historic Landmark[image: External link].

The university is especially known for preparing leaders for careers in government and international affairs. Georgetown's notable alumni[image: External link] include U.S. President Bill Clinton[image: External link], U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] Associate Justice Antonin Scalia[image: External link], CIA[image: External link] Director George Tenet[image: External link], and King Felipe VI of Spain[image: External link], as well as the royalty[image: External link] and heads of state[image: External link] of more than a dozen countries[image: External link]. In 2015, Georgetown had 1190 active-duty alumni working for the U.S. Foreign Service[image: External link], more than any other school in the country.[10] Also, Georgetown ranked second in 2014 by the average number of graduates serving in the U.S. Congress[image: External link], with 20 members of Congress counted as alumni.[11]

Georgetown is the oldest Catholic[image: External link] and Jesuit[image: External link]-affiliated institution of higher education in the United States. The Jesuits have participated in the university's academic life, both as scholars and as administrators, since 1805; however, the university has always been governed independently of the church. At present, the majority of Georgetown students are not Catholic.[12][13]

Georgetown is home to the country's largest student-run business[image: External link], as well as the largest student-run financial institution[image: External link]. The school’s athletic teams, nicknamed the Hoyas, include a men's basketball team[image: External link] that has won a record-tying seven Big East championships[image: External link], appeared in five Final Fours[image: External link], and won a national championship in 1984[image: External link], as well as a co-ed sailing team that holds nine national championship and one world championship title.
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Jesuit[image: External link] settlers from England founded the Province of Maryland[image: External link] in 1634.[14] However, the 1646 defeat of the Royalists[image: External link] in the English Civil War[image: External link] led to stringent laws against Roman Catholic education and the extradition of known Jesuits from the colony, including missionary Andrew White[image: External link], and the destruction of their school at Calverton Manor.[1] During most of the remainder of Maryland's colonial period, Jesuits conducted Catholic schools clandestinely. It was not until after the end of the American Revolution[image: External link] that plans to establish a permanent Catholic institution for education in the United States were realized.[15]

Because of Benjamin Franklin[image: External link]'s recommendation, Pope Pius VI[image: External link] appointed former Jesuit John Carroll[image: External link] as the first head of the Roman Catholic Church in the United States[image: External link], even though the papal suppression of the Jesuit order[image: External link] was still in effect. Carroll began meetings of local clergy in 1783 near Annapolis, Maryland[image: External link], where they orchestrated the development of a new university.[16] On January 23, 1789, Carroll finalized the purchase of the property in Georgetown on which Dahlgren Quadrangle was later built.[17] Future Congressman William Gaston[image: External link] was enrolled as the school's first student on November 22, 1791, and instruction began on January 2, 1792.[16]

During its early years, Georgetown College suffered from considerable financial strain.[18] The Maryland Society of Jesus began its restoration in 1805, and Jesuit affiliation, in the form of teachers and administrators, bolstered confidence in the college.[19] The school relied on private sources of funding and the limited profits from local lands which had been donated to the Jesuits. To raise money for Georgetown and other schools in 1838, Maryland Jesuits conducted a mass sale of some 272 slaves to two Deep South plantations in Maringouin, Louisiana[image: External link] from their six in Maryland, ending their slaveholding.[20][21]

President James Madison[image: External link] signed into law Georgetown's congressional charter[image: External link] on March 1, 1815, creating the first federal university charter[image: External link], which allowed it to confer degrees, with the first bachelor's degrees being awarded two years later.[22][23] In 1844, the school received a corporate[image: External link] charter, under the name "The President and Directors of Georgetown College[image: External link]", affording the growing school additional legal rights. In response to the demand for a local option for Roman Catholic students, the Medical School[image: External link] was founded in 1851.[24]
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 Civil War




The U.S. Civil War[image: External link] greatly affected Georgetown as 1,141 students and alumni enlisted in one army or the other, and the Union Army[image: External link] commandeered university buildings.[15] By the time of President Abraham Lincoln[image: External link]'s May 1861 visit to campus, 1,400 troops were living in temporary quarters there. Due to the number of lives lost in the war, enrollment levels remained low until well after the war. Only seven students graduated in 1869, down from over 300 in the previous decade.[25] When the Georgetown College Boat Club was founded in 1876, the school's rowing[image: External link] team, it adopted blue, used for Union uniforms[image: External link], and gray, used for Confederate uniforms[image: External link], as its colors to signify the peaceful unity among students.[26] Subsequently, the school adopted these as its official colors.

Enrollment did not recover until during the presidency of Patrick Francis Healy[image: External link] from 1873 to 1881. Born in Georgia as a slave by law and mixed-race[image: External link] by ancestry, Healy was the first head of a predominantly white American university of acknowledged African descent[image: External link].[b] He identified as Irish Catholic, like his father, and was educated in Catholic schools in the United States and France. He is credited with reforming the undergraduate curriculum[image: External link], lengthening the medical and law programs, and creating the Alumni Association[image: External link]. One of his largest undertakings was the construction of a major new building, subsequently named Healy Hall[image: External link] in his honor. For his work, Healy is known as the school's "second founder."[27]
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 Expansion




After the founding of the Law Department in 1870, Healy and his successors hoped to bind the professional schools into a university, and focus on higher education[image: External link].[19] The School of Medicine added a dental school in 1901 and the undergraduate School of Nursing[image: External link] in 1903.[28] Georgetown Preparatory School[image: External link] relocated from campus in 1919 and fully separated from the university in 1927.[29] The School of Foreign Service[image: External link] (SFS) was founded in 1919 by Edmund A. Walsh[image: External link], to prepare students for leadership in diplomacy and foreign commerce.[19] The School of Dentistry[image: External link] became independent of the School of Medicine in 1956.[30] The School of Business was separated from the SFS in 1957. In 1998 it was renamed the McDonough School of Business[image: External link] in honor of alumnus Robert E. McDonough.[31]

Besides expansion of the university, Georgetown also aimed to expand its resources and student body. The School of Nursing has admitted female students since its founding, and most of the university classes were made available to them on a limited basis by 1952.[32] With the College of Arts and Sciences welcoming its first female students in the 1969–1970 academic year[image: External link], Georgetown became fully coeducational[image: External link].[33]

Georgetown ended its bicentennial year of 1989 by electing Leo J. O'Donovan[image: External link] as president. He subsequently launched the Third Century Campaign to build the school's endowment.[34] In December 2003, Georgetown completed the campaign after raising over $1 billion for financial aid, academic chair endowment, and new capital projects.[35] John J. DeGioia[image: External link], Georgetown's first lay president, has led the school since 2001, and has continued its financial modernization and sought to "expand opportunities for intercultural and interreligious dialogue." He opened a campus in Qatar[image: External link].[36]
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 Jesuit tradition




Georgetown University was founded by former Jesuits in the tradition of Ignatius of Loyola[image: External link]; it is a member of the Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities[image: External link].[17][37] Georgetown is not a pontifical university[image: External link], though seven Jesuits serve on the thirty-six member Board of Directors[image: External link], the school's highest governance.[38] Catholic spaces at the university fall within the territorial jurisdiction of the Archdiocese of Washington[image: External link].[39] Fifty-two members of the Society of Jesus[image: External link] live on campus, and are employed by Georgetown mostly as professors or administrators.[40] Jesuit Heritage Week has been held every year since 2001 to celebrate the contributions of Jesuits to the Georgetown tradition.[41]

The role that Georgetown's Catholic heritage has played in its policies has been controversial at times, even as its influence is relatively limited.[42] Stores in University-owned buildings are not allowed to sell or distribute birth control[image: External link] products.[43] Georgetown University Medical Center[image: External link] and Georgetown University Hospital[image: External link], operated by MedStar Health[image: External link], are prohibited from performing abortions.[44] As recently as 2004, the hospital did perform research using embryonic stem cells[image: External link].[45] Georgetown has been criticized by religious groups such as the Cardinal Newman Society[image: External link] for hosting speakers such as John Kerry[image: External link] and Barack Obama[image: External link], prominent pro-choice[image: External link] politicians.[46][47] Washington's Archbishop, Donald Wuerl[image: External link], criticized the university for inviting Kathleen Sebelius[image: External link] to be a commencement speaker.[48] The university hosts the Cardinal O'Connor[image: External link] Conference on Life every January to discuss the pro-life[image: External link] movement.[49]

Between 1996 and 1999, the administration added crucifixes[image: External link] to many classroom walls, a change that attracted national attention.[50] Before 1996, crucifixes had hung only in hospital rooms and historic classrooms.[51] Some of these crucifixes are historic works of art, and are noted as such.[52] According to Imam Yahya Hendi[image: External link], the school's on-campus Muslim cleric, pressure to remove the crucifixes comes from within the Catholic community, while he and other campus faith leaders have defended their placement.[53] The Intercultural Center[image: External link] is an exception to this controversy, rotating displays of various faith and culture symbols in the lobby.[54] In 2009, Georgetown's religious symbols were brought back to national attention after the university administration concealed the name of Jesus[image: External link] in preparation for President Barack Obama[image: External link]'s speech on campus.[55]
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 Academics






	School
	
Year founded





	Georgetown College[image: External link]
	
1789





	Graduate School of Arts and Sciences[image: External link]
	
1820





	School of Medicine[image: External link]
	
1851





	Law Center[image: External link]
	
1870





	School of Nursing and Health Studies[image: External link]
	
1903





	Walsh School of Foreign Service[image: External link]
	
1919





	
School of Dentistry[image: External link] (defunct)
	
1951





	School of Continuing Studies[image: External link]
	
1956





	McDonough School of Business[image: External link]
	
1957





	McCourt School of Public Policy[image: External link]
	
2013






As of 2014, the university has 7,636 undergraduate students, and 10,213 graduate students.[4] Bachelor's[image: External link] programs are offered through Georgetown College[image: External link], the School of Nursing and Health Studies[image: External link], the Robert Emmett McDonough School of Business[image: External link], the School of Continuing Studies[image: External link], and the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service[image: External link], which includes the Qatar campus[image: External link]. The School of Dentistry[image: External link] closed in 1990 after 89 years in operation.[56] Some high school students from Georgetown Visitation[image: External link] are permitted to attend classes for Advanced Placement[image: External link] credit.[57]

Georgetown University offers undergraduate degrees in forty-eight majors[image: External link] in the four undergraduate schools, as well as the opportunity for students to design their courses of study.[58] All majors in the College are open as minors to students in the College, the School of Nursing and Health Studies, and the School of Business. Students in the School of Foreign Service can complete select certificates which complement the school's focus on foreign affairs and attain a minor in one of twelve languages but do not have access to the same minor selection as the other three schools. All courses are on a credit hour[image: External link] system.[19] Georgetown offers many opportunities to study abroad[image: External link], and about 50% of the undergraduate student body spends time at an institution overseas.[59]

Master's[image: External link] and doctoral[image: External link] programs are offered through the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences[image: External link], the Law Center, the School of Medicine, the McCourt School of Public Policy[image: External link], and the School of Continuing Studies. Masters students occasionally share some advanced seminars[image: External link] with undergraduates, and most undergraduate schools offer abbreviated bachelors and masters programs following completion of the undergraduate degree. The McDonough School of Business and the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service both offer masters programs. The School of Foreign Service is renowned for its academic programs in international affairs. Its graduate program was ranked first in the world by Foreign Policy[image: External link] and its undergraduate program was ranked fourth.[60] The Center for Contemporary Arab Studies[image: External link] also offer a Master's of Arab Studies, as well as certificates.[61]

Each graduate school offers at least one double degree[image: External link] with another graduate school.[62] Additionally, the Law Center offers a joint degree with the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health[image: External link].[63] The School of Continuing Studies includes the Center for Continuing and Professional Education, and operates four types of degree programs, over thirty professional certificates and non-degree courses, undergraduate and graduate degrees in Liberal Studies[image: External link], as well as summer courses for graduates, undergraduates, and high school students.[64]
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 Faculty




Main article: List of Georgetown University faculty[image: External link]


As of 2012, Georgetown University employed 1,354 full-time and 880 part-time faculty members across its three Washington, D.C. campuses,[4] with additional staff at SFS-Qatar[image: External link].[65] The faculty comprises leading academics and notable political and business leaders, and are predominantly male by a two-to-one margin.[66] Politically, Georgetown University's faculty members give more support to liberal candidates, and while their donation patterns are generally consistent with those of other American university faculties, they gave more than average to Barack Obama's presidential campaign[image: External link].[67][68]

The faculty includes scholars such as the former President of the American Philological Association[image: External link] James J. O'Donnell[image: External link], theologian John Haught[image: External link], social activists Sam Marullo and Chai Feldblum[image: External link], Nobel laureate[image: External link] George Akerlof[image: External link], and preeminent hip-hop scholar Michael Eric Dyson[image: External link].[69][70][71] Many former politicians choose to teach at Georgetown, including the former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright[image: External link], former U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Jeane Kirkpatrick[image: External link], U.S. Agency for International Development[image: External link] administrator Andrew Natsios[image: External link], National Security Advisor Anthony Lake[image: External link], and CIA director George Tenet[image: External link]. Internationally, the school attracts numerous former ambassadors[image: External link] and heads of state[image: External link], such as Prime Minister of Spain José María Aznar[image: External link], Saudi Ambassador Prince Turki bin Faisal Al Saud[image: External link], and President of Colombia Álvaro Uribe[image: External link].[72][73][74]
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 Research




Georgetown University is a self-described "student-centered research university"[75] considered by the Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher Education[image: External link] to have "very high research activity."[76] As of 2014, Georgetown's libraries held over 3.5 million printed items, including 1.25 million e-books, in seven buildings, with most in Lauinger Library[image: External link].[77] The Blommer Science Library in the Reiss Science Building on campus, houses most of the Science collection. Additionally, the Law School campus includes the nation's fifth largest law library[image: External link].[78] Georgetown faculty conduct research in hundreds of subjects, but have priorities in the fields of religion, ethics, science, public policy, and cancer medicine.[79] Cross-institutional research is performed with Columbia University[image: External link] and Virginia Tech[image: External link].

In 2014, Georgetown received $172 million in external research grants, ranking #113 amongst all universities in the United States[image: External link], for research.[80] In 2012, Georgetown spent $180 million on research, ranking it 108th nationwide.[81] In 2007, it received about $14.8 million in federal funds for research, with 64% from the National Science Foundation[image: External link], National Institutes of Health[image: External link], the United States Department of Energy[image: External link], and the Department of Defense[image: External link].[82] In 2010, the school received $5.6 million from the Department of Education[image: External link] to fund fellowships in several international studies fields.[83] Georgetown's Vincent Lombardi Cancer Center is one of 41 research-intensive comprehensive cancer centers in the United States, and developed the breakthrough HPV vaccine[image: External link] for cervical cancer[84] and Conditionally Reprogrammed Cells (CRC)[image: External link] technology.[85]

Centers which conduct and sponsor research at Georgetown include the Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World Affairs[image: External link], the Prince Alwaleed Center for Muslim–Christian Understanding[image: External link] and the Woodstock Theological Center[image: External link]. Regular publications include the Georgetown Journal on Poverty Law and Policy[image: External link], the Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal[image: External link], the Georgetown Law Journal[image: External link], the Georgetown Journal of International Affairs[image: External link], and the Georgetown Public Policy Review[image: External link].
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 Admissions






	Applicant Statistics



	 
	2013[94]
	2014[95]
	2015[96]
	2016[97]
	2017[98]



	Applicants
	19,885
	19,505
	19,478
	20,002
	21,465



	Admits
	3,398
	3,384
	3,358
	3,276
	3,313



	Admit rate
	17.1%
	17.3%
	17.2%
	16.4%
	15.4%



	Enrolled
	1,594
	1,578
	1,567
	1,579
	N/A



	SAT range
	1320–1500
	1320–1520
	1320–1500
	1350–1520
	1370–1540



	ACT range
	29–33
	30–33
	30–34
	31–34
	31–34




Admission to Georgetown has been deemed "most selective" by U.S. News & World Report[image: External link],[99] with the university receiving nearly 20,000 applications and admitting 16.4% of those that applied during the 2014–2015 admissions cycle.[100] The Fiske Guide to Colleges states that "only Stanford[image: External link] and a handful of Ivy League[image: External link] schools are tougher to get into than Georgetown."[101] As of 2011, Georgetown's graduate schools have acceptance rates of 3.6% to the School of Medicine[image: External link],[102] 19% to the Law Center[image: External link],[103] 25% to the MSFS[image: External link],[104] and 34.9% to the MBA program[image: External link].[105] In 2004, a National Bureau of Economic Research[image: External link] study on revealed preference of U.S. colleges showed Georgetown was the 16th most-preferred choice.[106]

The undergraduate schools maintain a restrictive Early Action[image: External link] admissions program, as students who have applied through an Early Decision[image: External link] process at another school are not permitted to apply early to Georgetown.[4] 94% of students accepted for the class of 2014 were in the top 10% of their class and the interquartile range[image: External link] of SAT[image: External link] scores was 660–760 in Critical Reading and 670–770 in Math.[107] Georgetown accepts the SAT and ACT[image: External link], though it does not consider the writing portion of either test.[108] Over 55% of undergraduates receive financial aid, and the university meets 100% of demonstrated need, with an average financial aid package of $23,500 and about 70% of aid distributed in the form of grants or scholarships.[109]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Campuses




Main articles: Campuses of Georgetown University[image: External link] and List of Georgetown University buildings[image: External link]


Georgetown University has four campuses in Washington, D.C.: the undergraduate campus, the Medical Center[image: External link], the School of Continuing Studies (in Chinatown) and the Law Center. The undergraduate campus and Medical Center are together in the Georgetown neighborhood[image: External link] and form the main campus. Other centers are located around Washington, D.C., including the Center for Continuing and Professional Education at Clarendon[image: External link] in Arlington, Virginia[image: External link]. Transit between these locations and the Washington Metro[image: External link] is supplied by a system of shuttles, known as GUTS buses.[110] Georgetown also operates a facility in Doha[image: External link], Qatar[image: External link], and villas in Alanya[image: External link], Turkey and Fiesole[image: External link], Italy. In their campus layout, Georgetown's administrators consistently used the traditional quadrangle[image: External link] design.[111]
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 Main campus




Georgetown's undergraduate and medical school campuses are situated on an elevated site above the Potomac River[image: External link] overlooking Northern Virginia[image: External link]. Because of this, Georgetown University is often referred to as "The Hilltop." The main gates, known as the Healy Gates, are located at the intersection of 37th and O Streets NW, and lead directly to the heart of campus. The main campus is relatively compact, being 104 acres (0.4 km2) in area, but includes fifty-four buildings, student residences and apartments capable of accommodating 80% of undergraduates, and various athletic facilities.[112] Most buildings employ collegiate Gothic[image: External link] architecture and Georgian brick architecture[image: External link]. Campus green areas include fountains, a cemetery, large clusters of flowers, groves of trees, and open quadrangles.[113] Georgetown received a B grade on the 2011 College Sustainability Report Card, and new buildings and major renovations are required to meet LEED[image: External link] Silver criteria.[114]

Healy Hall[image: External link], designed by Paul J. Pelz[image: External link] in Neo-Medieval style and built from 1877 to 1879, is the architectural gem of Georgetown's campus, and is a National Historic Landmark[image: External link].[115] Within Healy Hall are a number of notable rooms including Gaston Hall[image: External link], Riggs Library[image: External link], and the Bioethics Library Hirst Reading Room.[116] Both Healy Hall and the Georgetown University Astronomical Observatory[image: External link], built in 1844, are listed on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link].[117] In front of the Healy and Copley Hall buildings is the large front lawn area, which is crossed by walkways and paths that center on the statue of John Carroll. In addition to the front lawn, the main campus has traditionally centered on Dahlgren Quadrangle behind Healy Hall, which is home to Dahlgren Chapel[image: External link]; however, in recent decades, Red Square has replaced the Dahlgren Quadrangle as the focus of student life.[118] North of Red Square is an extended pathway that is home to buildings such as the Intercultural Center (ICC), the Reiss Science building, and the large Leavey Student Center. The northern terminus of the undergraduate campus is marked by St. Mary's Hall adjacent to Reservoir Road, home to the School of Nursing and Health Sciences. Across Reservoir Road is the Burleith neighborhood, where some upperclassmen rent houses off-campus. The medical school is located in the northwestern part of the main campus on Reservoir Road, and is integrated with Georgetown University Hospital[image: External link].[119] The Medical campus includes the historic Medical-Dental Building, the Dahlgren Memorial Library, and other research and classroom facilities.

In the last decade, the West side of the Hilltop has emerged as a new developing area of the main campus. The university completed the Southwest Quadrangle Project in late 2003, and brought a new 907-bed upperclassmen residence hall, the Leo J. O'Donovan dining hall, a large underground parking facility, and a new Jesuit Residence to the campus.[120] The school's first performing arts center[image: External link], named for Royden B. Davis[image: External link], was completed in November 2005. The new business school headquarters, named for Rafik Hariri[image: External link], opened in Fall 2009, and Regents Hall, the new science building, opened in the Fall of 2012. These two large buildings, along with the adjacent Leavey Student Center, have become popular study spaces, and overlook a newly developed scenic lawn space.[121] Additionally, in the fall of 2014, the university opened a new student center, the Healey Family Student Center (HFSC) to complement the longstanding Leavey Center. The Healey Family Student Center is located on the 1st floor of New South Hall[image: External link], a space which had functioned as the university's main dining facility until the opening of the Leo J. O'Donovan dining hall in 2003. It features over 43,000 square feet including a number of study spaces, conference rooms, dance and music studios, as well as a pub called "Bulldog Tavern" and a salad store "Hilltoss," which is operated by The Corp[image: External link].[122] The university owns many of the buildings in the Georgetown neighborhood east of the main campus and west of 35th Street NW, including all buildings west of 36th Street. This area is known as "East Campus" and is used for upperclassmen housing, classroom space, along with specific institutions, offices, and alumni facilities. Additionally, the Walsh School of Foreign Service[image: External link] and the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences[image: External link] both have classroom buildings in this area.[119] Georgetown Visitation[image: External link], a private Roman Catholic girls high school[image: External link], is located on the northeast side of campus, on land adjoining the undergraduate campus.[123]

As a location, Georgetown[image: External link] is ranked nationally as the second best college town[image: External link] by the Princeton Review[image: External link].[124] The Georgetown neighborhood west of Wisconsin Avenue NW, is dominated by the presence of university students. Students have easy access to the M Street commercial area, the Georgetown Waterfront, and numerous trails that lead to the National Mall and other parks. Despite this, "town and gown[image: External link]" relations between the university communities and other Georgetown residents are often strained by facilities construction, enlargement of the student body, as well as noise and alcohol violations.[125] More recently, several groups of neighborhood residents have attempted to slow University growth in Georgetown, creating friction between students and the surrounding neighborhood. Despite the relative safety of the neighborhood, crime is nonetheless a persistent issue, with campus security responding to 257 crimes in 2008.[126]
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 Law Center campus




The Law Center campus[image: External link] is located in the Capitol Hill neighborhood[image: External link] on New Jersey Avenue, near Union Station[image: External link] and consists of five buildings. First-year students at the Law Center can live in the single on-campus dormitory, the Gewirz Student Center.[127] Most second- and third-year students, as well as some first-year students, live off-campus. As there is little housing near the Law Center, most are spread throughout the Washington metropolitan area.[128] The "Campus Completion Project", finished in 2005, saw the addition of the Hotung International Building and the Sport and Fitness Center. G Street and F Street are closed off between 1st and 2nd Streets to create open lawns flanking McDonough Hall, the main building on the campus.[129]
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 Facilities abroad




In December 1979, the Marquesa Margaret Rockefeller de Larrain[image: External link], granddaughter of John D. Rockefeller[image: External link], gave the Villa Le Balze[image: External link] to Georgetown University.[130] The Villa is in Fiesole[image: External link], Italy, on a hill above the city of Florence[image: External link]. The Villa is used year-round for study abroad programs focused on specialized interdisciplinary[image: External link] study of Italian culture[image: External link] and civilization.[131] The main facility for the McGhee Center for Eastern Mediterranean Studies[image: External link] was donated to Georgetown in 1989 by alumnus and former United States Ambassador to Turkey[image: External link] George C. McGhee[image: External link].[132] The school is in the town of Alanya[image: External link], Turkey within the Seljuq[image: External link]-era Alanya Castle[image: External link], on the Mediterranean. The Center operates study abroad programs one semester each year, concentrating on Turkish language[image: External link], architectural history[image: External link], and Islamic studies[image: External link].[133]

In 2002, the Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development[image: External link] presented the School of Foreign Service[image: External link] with the resources and space to open a facility in the new Education City[image: External link] in Doha[image: External link], Qatar[image: External link].[134] SFS-Qatar[image: External link] opened in 2005 as a liberal arts and international affairs undergraduate school for regional students.[135] In December 2007, Georgetown opened a liaison office in Shanghai[image: External link], China to coordinate with Fudan University[image: External link] and others.[136] In 2008, the Georgetown University Law Center[image: External link] in conjunction with an international consortium of law schools established the Center for Transnational Legal Studies[image: External link] in London, England.[137]
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 Student life




See also: Housing at Georgetown University[image: External link]


The Georgetown undergraduate student body, at 7,636 as of 2014, is composed primarily of students from outside the District of Columbia[image: External link] area, with 34% of new 2010 students coming from Mid-Atlantic states[image: External link], 11% being international students and the remainder coming from other areas of the US.[138] The student body also represented 129 different countries, with 11% being international[image: External link],[139] including over 330 undergraduate and 1,050 graduate students who chose to come to Georgetown as a study abroad[image: External link] destination in 2009–10.[140] In 2014–2015, the racial diversity of the undergraduate student body was 57.0% white[image: External link], 8.8% Asian[image: External link], 6.2% black[image: External link], and 7.5% Hispanic[image: External link]; Additionally, 55.1% of undergraduates are female.[141]

Although it is a Jesuit university, only 41% of the student body identify as Roman Catholic[image: External link], while 22% identify as Protestant[image: External link] as of 2009.[12] Georgetown employs a full-time rabbi[image: External link], as 6.5% of undergraduates are Jewish[image: External link].[12] It was the first U.S. college to have a full-time imam[image: External link], to serve the over four-hundred Muslims[image: External link] on campus,[142] and in 2014, they appointed their first Hindu priest to serve a weekly community of around one hundred.[143] Georgetown also sponsors student groups for Bahá'i[image: External link], Buddhist[image: External link], and Mormon[image: External link] traditions.[144] The student body consists of both religious and non-religious students, and more than four-hundred freshmen[image: External link] and transfer students attend a nonreligious Ignatian[image: External link] retreat[image: External link] annually, called ESCAPE.[145][146]

A 2007 survey of undergraduates also suggests that 62.8% are sexually active, while 6.2% identify as LGBTQ[image: External link].[12][147] Discrimination can be an issue on campus, and three-fourths of a 2009 survey considered homophobia[image: External link] a campus problem.[148] Newsweek[image: External link], however, rated Georgetown among its top "Gay-Friendly Schools" in 2010.[149] A survey by the school in 2016 showed that 31% of females undergraduates reported experiencing unwanted sexual contact, and 86% of LGBTQ students reported some form of sexual harassment at the college.[150] In 2011, College Magazine[image: External link] ranked Georgetown as the tenth most hipster[image: External link] U.S. college,[151] while People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals[image: External link] considered it the third most vegan[image: External link] friendly small U.S. school.[152]

Almost all undergraduates attend full-time.[153] A majority of undergraduates, 76%, live on-campus in several dormitories and apartment complexes, including all underclassmen.[154] As of 2011, 1255 undergraduates and 339 graduate students live off-campus, mostly in the Georgetown[image: External link], Glover Park[image: External link], Burleith[image: External link], and Foxhall[image: External link] neighborhoods.[155] Although many of the university's hall directors and area coordinators attend graduate level courses, on-campus housing is not available for main campus graduate students.[156] The school hopes to build such housing by 2020.[157] All students in the Medical School live off-campus, most in the surrounding neighborhoods, with some in Northern Virginia[image: External link] and elsewhere through the region.[158]
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 Student groups




As of 2012, 92.89% of Georgetown University undergraduates are involved in at least one of the 179 registered student organizations which cover a variety of interests: student government, club sports, media and publications, performing arts, religion, and volunteer and service.[159] Students also operate campus stores, banks, and medical services. Students often find their interests at the Student Activities Commission Club Fair, where both official and unofficial organizations set up tables.[160] The Georgetown University Student Association[image: External link] is the student government organization for undergraduates. There are also student representatives within the schools, to the Board of Directors, and, since 1996, to the Georgetown Advisory Neighborhood Commission[image: External link].[161]

Georgetown's student organizations include one of the nation's oldest debating clubs, the Philodemic Society[image: External link], founded in 1830,[162] and the oldest university theater group, the Mask and Bauble Dramatic Society[image: External link].[163] Nomadic Theatre[image: External link], founded in 1982 as an alternative troupe without an on-campus home, produces "plays which educate and challenge all members of the university community through thought-provoking theatre."[164] The Georgetown Improv Association, founded in 1995, performs monthly long-form improvisational[image: External link] shows on-campus at Bulldog Alley in addition to hosting "Improvfest", one of the oldest improv festivals in the country[image: External link].[165] The Model United Nations[image: External link] team that is run by the Georgetown International Relations Club, the largest club on campus, and its affiliate, Georgetown International Relations Association[image: External link], has attained the status of best in the world on several occasions.[166]

There are a total of seven a cappella[image: External link] groups on campus, including The Georgetown Saxatones, The Georgetown Chimes[image: External link], the Phantoms, Superfood, The GraceNotes, the Chamber Singers, Essence, Harmony, and the Capitol G's.[167] These groups perform annually at the "D.C. A Cappella Festival", held since 1991, and the "Cherry Tree Massacre" concert series, held since 1974.[168][169] The Georgetown University Band is composed of the Georgetown Pep Band and the Georgetown Wind Ensemble, and performs on campus, in Washington, D.C., and at post-season basketball tournaments.[170]

In addition to student organizations and clubs, Georgetown University is home to the nation's largest entirely student-owned and -operated corporation, Students of Georgetown, Inc.[image: External link] Founded in 1972, "The Corp" operates three coffee shops[image: External link], two grocery stores[image: External link], a salad and health food service, catering and printing services, as well as running seasonal storage and airport shuttles for students.[171] The business has annual revenues of about $2 million,[172] and surpluses are directly re-invested into the Georgetown student body through Corp Philanthropy, which gave out over $85,000 in scholarships and donations to Georgetown groups in 2014–2015.[173] Georgetown University Alumni & Student Federal Credit Union[image: External link] is the oldest and largest all student-run financial institution, with over $17 million in assets and 12,000 members.[174] The Georgetown University Student Investment Fund is one of a few undergraduate-run investment funds[image: External link] in the United States, and hosted CNBC's Jim Cramer[image: External link] to tape Mad Money[image: External link] in September 2006.[175]

Another student-run group, the Georgetown Emergency Response Medical Service, "GERMS", is an all-volunteer ambulance service founded in 1982 that serves campus and the surrounding communities. Georgetown's Army[image: External link] Reserve Officer Training Corps[image: External link] (ROTC) unit, the Hoya Battalion, is the oldest military unit native to the District of Columbia,[176] and was awarded the top ranking among ROTC programs in 2012.[177] The proportion of ROTC students at Georgetown was the 79th highest among universities in the United States as of 2010.[178] GUGS, the Georgetown University Grilling Society, has been a Georgetown tradition since 2002, selling half-pound hamburgers in Red Square on most Fridays.[179]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Activism




Georgetown University student organizations include a diverse array of groups focused on social justice issues, including organizations run through both Student Affairs and the Center for Social Justice[image: External link]. Oriented against gender violence, Take Back the Night[image: External link] coordinates an annual rally and march to protest against rape and other forms of violence against women.[180] Georgetown Solidarity Committee is a workers' rights organization whose successes include ending use of sweatshops in producing Georgetown-logoed apparel, and garnering pay raises for both university cleaning staff and police.[181] Georgetown Students for Fair Trade[image: External link] successfully advocated for all coffee in campus cafeterias to be Fair Trade Certified[image: External link].[182]

Georgetown has many additional groups representing national, ethnic, and linguistic interests. Georgetown's has the second most politically active student body in the United States according to the Princeton Review[image: External link].[124] Groups based on local, national, and international issues are popular, and political speech is protected on campus. Student political organizations are active on campus and engage their many members in local and national politics. The Georgetown University College Republicans represent their party, while the Georgetown University College Democrats, the largest student organization on campus in 2008, represent theirs.[183]

The reproductive rights[image: External link] organization H*yas for Choice is not officially recognized by the university as its positions on abortion[image: External link] are in opposition to university policy, prompting the asterisk in "Hoyas."[184] While not financially supported by the school, the organization is permitted to meet and table in university spaces.[185] The issue contributes to Georgetown's 'red light' status on free speech under the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education[image: External link] rating system.[186] In 2010, the "Plan A: Hoyas for Reproductive Justice" campaign led several protests against the school policy against the sale of birth control on campus,[187] and in 2007, Georgetown University Law Center[image: External link] students protested the university's decision to cease funding for a student's internship at Planned Parenthood[image: External link]'s litigation department despite funding it previous years.[188] Law Center student Sandra Fluke[image: External link] petitioned the university to change its health insurance policy to include coverage for contraception for three years prior to addressing the issue before the House Democratic Steering and Policy Committee[image: External link] in 2012. Though the remarks[image: External link] Rush Limbaugh[image: External link] subsequently directed at Fluke were criticized by Georgetown administrators as both misogynist and vitriolic,[189] the school remains opposed to the coverage of contraception.[190]
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Georgetown University has several student-run newspapers. The Hoya[image: External link] is the university's oldest newspaper. It has been in print since 1920, and since 1987, has been published twice weekly.[191] The Georgetown Voice[image: External link], known for its weekly cover stories, is a newsmagazine[image: External link] that was founded in March 1969 to focus more attention on citywide and national issues.[192] The Georgetown Independent is a monthly journal of news, commentary and the arts.[193] Founded in 1966, the Georgetown Law Weekly[image: External link] is the student-run paper on the Law Center[image: External link] campus, and is a three-time winner of the American Bar Association[image: External link]'s Best Newspaper award.[194] The Georgetown Journal of International Affairs[image: External link], established in 2000, is a student-managed, semi-annual publication on current affairs and international relations.[195] The Hoya and The Georgetown Voice both run online blogs, and there are other popular blogs written about the school and its sports teams.

The Georgetown Academy, restarted in 2008 after a hiatus, targets traditionalist Catholic[image: External link] readers, and the Georgetown Review, founded in 2016, aims to bring a conservative[image: External link] and libertarian[image: External link] viewpoint to campus.[196][197] Other political publications include the Georgetown Progressive, an online publication run by the Georgetown University College Democrats, and Counterpoint Magazine, a liberal monthly founded in the spring of 2011.[198] The Fire This Time is Georgetown's minority newssource.[199] The Georgetown Heckler[image: External link] is a humor magazine founded on the Internet in 2003 by Georgetown students, releasing its first print issue in 2007.[200] The Gonzo[image: External link] was a former student humor magazine, published from 1993 to 1998.

The university has a campus-wide television station, GUTV, which began broadcasting in 1999. The station hosts an annual student film festival[image: External link] in April for campus filmmakers.[201] WGTB[image: External link], Georgetown's radio station, is available as a webcast[image: External link] and on 92.3 FM in certain dormitories. The station was founded in 1946, and broadcast on 90.1 FM from 1960 to 1979, when university president Timothy S. Healy[image: External link] gave away the frequency and broadcast capabilities to the University of the District of Columbia[image: External link] because of WGTB's far left[image: External link] political orientation. The station now broadcasts through the Internet in its headquarters in the Leavey Center.[202]
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Although Jesuit schools are not obliged to disassociate from Greek systems, many do, and Georgetown University officially recognizes and funds only one of the many Greek organizations on campus, Alpha Phi Omega[image: External link], the national co-ed community service fraternity. Despite this, other Greek organizations exist on campus, however, none require members to live in fraternal housing.[203] Additionally, Georgetown University students are affiliated, in some cases, with fraternities at other nearby universities and colleges.[204]

Active fraternities at Georgetown include Delta Phi Epsilon[image: External link], a professional foreign service fraternity and sorority; Alpha Kappa Psi[image: External link], a professional co-ed business fraternity; Alpha Phi Omega[image: External link], a national co-ed community service fraternity; Alpha Epsilon Pi[image: External link], a Jewish social fraternity; and social fraternities Sigma Phi Epsilon[image: External link], Zeta Psi[image: External link], and Sigma Alpha Epsilon[image: External link]. Delta Phi Epsilon was founded at Georgetown in 1920, and members of their Alpha Chapter include Jesuits and several deans of the School of Foreign Service[image: External link].[205] The Delta Phi Epsilon foreign service sorority, founded in 1973, is the only professional sorority active at Georgetown.[206] In October 2013 the first social Greek sorority came to the Georgetown campus with the Eta Tau chapter of Kappa Kappa Gamma[image: External link], followed by the Theta Iota chapter of Kappa Alpha Theta[image: External link] in the spring of 2014.[207][208] Georgetown's chapter of Alpha Epsilon Pi,was established in 2002.[209] Sigma Phi Epsilon chartered its chapter as a general social fraternity in 2007.[210] The Omega Lambda chapter of professional business fraternity Alpha Kappa Psi replaced Delta Sigma Pi[image: External link], which lost its charter in 2006.[211] The Zeta Psi chapter, named Gamma Epsilon, was chartered in March 2009 after a year as a colony.[212]
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Annual events on campus celebrate Georgetown traditions, culture, alumni, sports, and politics. In late April, Georgetown University celebrates Georgetown Day.[213] Besides the full-day carnival, the day rewards the best professor of the year with the Dorothy Brown Award, as voted by students. Halloween[image: External link] is celebrated with public viewings of alumnus William Peter Blatty[image: External link]'s film The Exorcist[image: External link], which takes place in the neighborhood surrounding the university.[214]

Homecoming[image: External link] coincides with a home football game, and festivities such as tailgating and a formal dance are sponsored by the Alumni Association to draw past graduates back to campus.[215] The largest planned sports related celebration is the first basketball practice of the season. Dubbed Midnight Madness, this event introduces the men's and women's basketball teams shortly after midnight on the first day the teams are allowed by NCAA rules to formally practice together.[216] In 2013, Georgetown hosted the east regional finals round of the NCAA Men's Basketball Tournament[image: External link].[217]

Georgetown University hosts notable speakers each year, largely because of the success of the Georgetown Lecture Fund and the Office of Communications.[218] These are frequently important heads of state[image: External link] who visit Georgetown while in the capital, as well as scholars, authors, U.S. politicians, and religious leaders. Many prominent alumni are known to frequent the main campus. The Office of the President hosts numerous symposia on religious topics, such as Nostra aetate[image: External link], Pacem in terris[image: External link], and the Building Bridges Seminar.[219]
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Main article: Georgetown Hoyas


Georgetown fields 23 varsity teams and the Club Sports Board supports an additional 23 club teams. The varsity teams participate in the NCAA[image: External link]'s Division I[image: External link]. The school generally competes in the Big East Conference[image: External link], although the football team[image: External link] competes in the Division I FCS[image: External link] Patriot League[image: External link], the sailing team in Middle Atlantic Intercollegiate Sailing Association[image: External link], and the rowing teams in the Eastern Association of Rowing Colleges[image: External link]. U.S. News & World Report[image: External link] listed Georgetown's athletics program among the 20 best in the nation.[220] Georgetown's student athletes have a 94% graduation success rate,[221] and over one-hundred have gone on to play professionally.[222] Georgetown has won two NCAA Division 1 team national championships and 23 NCAA Division 1 individual national championships.

The school's teams are called "Hoyas", a name whose origin is uncertain. Sometime before 1893, students well versed in classical languages invented the mixed Greek[image: External link] and Latin[image: External link] chant of "Hoya Saxa[image: External link]", translating roughly as "what (or such) rocks." The school's baseball team[image: External link], then called the Stonewalls, began in 1870, and football in 1874, and the chant likely refers to one of these teams.[223] By the 1920s, the term "Hoyas" was used to describe groups on campus, and by 1928, campus sports writers started using it instead of the older team name, the "Hilltoppers."[224][225] The name was picked up in the local publications, and became official shortly after. Jack the Bulldog[image: External link] has been the mascot of Georgetown athletics programs since 1962, and the school fight song[image: External link] is There Goes Old Georgetown[image: External link].

The men's basketball[image: External link] team is particularly noteworthy as it won the NCAA championship[image: External link] in 1984[image: External link] under coach John Thompson. The current coach is Georgetown alumnus Patrick Ewing[image: External link], who played in three Final Fours[image: External link] under coach Thompson from 1982[image: External link] to 1985[image: External link]. The team is tied for the most Big East conference tournament[image: External link] titles with seven, and has made twenty-seven NCAA tournament appearances[image: External link].[226][227] Well-known team alumni include Ewing, Sleepy Floyd[image: External link], Dikembe Mutombo, Alonzo Mourning[image: External link], Allen Iverson, Jeff Green[image: External link], and Roy Hibbert[image: External link].[228] Georgetown's NBA[image: External link] alumni are collectively among the highest earners from a single program.[229] Ewing was selected by the NBA as one of the 50 greatest players in the league's history[image: External link].

The sailing team has won fourteen national championships since 2001,[230] as well as one World Championship in match racing.[231] Over that time they have graduated 79 All-Americans and 6 College Sailors of the year. Georgetown has been nationally successful in both cross country and track and field,[232] and in 2011, the women's cross country team won Georgetown's only other team NCAA Championship.[233] The rowing teams are perennial contenders as well for national titles.[234] The men's[image: External link] and women's lacrosse teams[image: External link] have both been ranked in the top ten nationally,[235][236] as have both soccer teams, with the men making the national championship game in 2012,[237] and the women making the national quarterfinals in 2010.[238] The rugby club team[image: External link] also made it to the Division II Final Four in 2005 and 2009.[239]
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Main article: List of Georgetown University alumni[image: External link]


Georgetown graduates have found success in a wide variety of fields, and have served at the heads of diverse institutions both in the public and private sector. Immediately after graduation, about 54–61% of undergraduates enter the workforce, while others go on to additional education.[240] Georgetown graduates have been recipients of 23 Rhodes Scholarships[image: External link],[241] 21 Marshall Scholarships[image: External link],[242] 26 Truman Scholarships[image: External link],[243] and 14 Mitchell Scholarships[image: External link].[244] Georgetown is also one of the top-ten yearly producers of Peace Corps[image: External link] volunteers as of 2010,[245] with 35 active and 866 total volunteers since 1961.[246] Georgetown alumni have a median starting salary of $55,000 with a median mid-career salary of $110,000, according to Payscale.com[image: External link].[240] NNDB[image: External link], the Notable Names Database, lists 493 notable alumni as of 2015.[247]

Eight former heads of state are alumni. Former President of the United States[image: External link] Bill Clinton[image: External link] is a 1968 graduate of the School of Foreign Service, and other former world leaders include Laura Chinchilla[image: External link] of Costa Rica[image: External link],[248] Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo[image: External link] of the Philippines[image: External link],[249] Saad Hariri[image: External link] of Lebanon[image: External link],[250] and Alfredo Cristiani[image: External link] of El Salvador[image: External link]. Two SFS graduates are also currently elected presidents, Dalia Grybauskaitė[image: External link] of Lithuania[image: External link], who completed a six-month program in 1992,[251] and Željko Komšić[image: External link], one of the tripartite Presidents of Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link].[252] Seven alumni serve in the United States Senate[image: External link], and twenty-one in the House of Representatives[image: External link]. Current congressional alumni include Dick Durbin[image: External link], Senate minority whip[image: External link], and Steny Hoyer[image: External link], House minority whip[image: External link].[253] Governor Pat Quinn[image: External link] of Illinois[image: External link] graduated from the SFS in 1971 while Governor Terry McAuliffe[image: External link] of Virginia[image: External link] received his J.D. from the Law Center in 1984.[254][255] On the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link], alumni include former Associate Justice Antonin Scalia[image: External link] and former Chief Justice Edward Douglass White[image: External link].[247] Members of the current Trump Administration[image: External link] cabinet include Secretary of Homeland Security[image: External link] John F. Kelly[image: External link] who received his master's degree in 1984. Members of the former Obama Administration[image: External link] cabinet include Treasury Secretary[image: External link] Jack Lew[image: External link] who graduated from the law school in 1983 and White House Chief of Staff[image: External link] Denis McDonough[image: External link] who received his master's degree in 1996.

King Felipe VI of Spain[image: External link], King Abdullah II of Jordan[image: External link], Prince Guillaume of Luxembourg[image: External link], Prince Turki bin Faisal Al Saud[image: External link] of the Saudi Arabia royal family[image: External link], and Prince Pavlos of Greece and Denmark[image: External link] are among the royals[image: External link] who attended Georgetown.[256] Besides numerous members of the senior diplomatic corps, graduates have also headed military organizations on both the domestic and international level, such as former Secretary of Defense[image: External link] Robert Gates[image: External link] and former National Security Advisor[image: External link] General James L. Jones[image: External link].[257] Notable alumni in business include Mary Callahan Erdoes[image: External link], CEO of J.P. Morgan Asset Management[image: External link], Patricia Russo[image: External link], former Alcatel-Lucent[image: External link] CEO, William J. Doyle[image: External link] of the Potash Corporation of Saskatchewan[image: External link], and Ted Leonsis[image: External link], owner of the Washington Capitals[image: External link], Wizards[image: External link], and Mystics[image: External link] franchises and former America Online[image: External link] executive.[258][259] Leonsis is among four other undergraduate alumni who own professional sports teams, making Georgetown the most popular undergraduate university for major North American sports franchise owners.[260] Actor Bradley Cooper[image: External link], People Magazine[image: External link]'s Sexiest Man Alive 2011, is also a graduate of Georgetown and its English program.[261] Actors/comedians Nick Kroll[image: External link], John Mulaney[image: External link], Jim Gaffigan[image: External link], and Mike Birbiglia[image: External link] are also graduates of Georgetown.[262]
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 Notes





a Utraque Unum is Latin[image: External link] from Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians[image: External link] 2:14. See official explanation[image: External link]. Other translations available[image: External link].

b While Patrick Francis Healy[image: External link] inherited African ancestry from his mother and was consequently classified as racially black according to the "one-drop rule[image: External link]" of 19th-century American society, he self-identified racially as white and ethnically as Irish American.

c The undergraduate class of 2016 are students who begin school in August 2012, as the expected matriculation is four years.

d The total undergraduate enrollment numbers 7,636 students. However, the Traditional Undergraduate Student Population, (which is defined as undergraduate students taking at least one course at Georgetown's main campus, excluding non-degree students and students returning for a second degree in nursing but including students studying abroad, required by the 2010 Campus Plan not to exceed 6,675 students) numbered 6,684 students in Fall 2013. See 2013–2014 Compliance Report for the 2010 Campus Plan (page 14)[image: External link]
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Points per Game






Points per game, often abbreviated PPG, is the average[image: External link] number of points scored by a player per game played in a sport, over the course of a series of games, a whole season[image: External link], or a career. It is calculated by dividing the total number of points by number of games. The terminology is often used in basketball and hockey[image: External link]. For description of sports points see points[image: External link] for hockey or points for basketball.

In games divided into fixed time periods, especially those in which a player may exit and re-enter[image: External link] the game multiple or an unlimited number of times, a player may receive the same credit (in this context, a liability) for participation in a game regardless of how long (i.e., for what portion of the game clock's elapsing) s/he was actually on the field or court. For this reason, the points-per-game statistic may understate the contribution of players who are highly effective but used only in certain specific "pinch" or "clutch" scenarios, such that a points-per-unit-time figure (e.g., "points per 48 minutes" in the case of professional basketball) may better represent their effectiveness within the context in which a coach or manager plays them. Although the points-per-game statistic has the advantage of factoring in the breadth of scenarios in which the player is effective, in that a player effective in many different scenarios will play more minutes per game and therefore contribute more to the team's overall performance, it still fails to distinguish between an ineffective player, an effective "pinch"/"clutch" offensive player, and a player assuming a primarily defensive role in a position whose title does not necessarily make the nature of his/her role obvious (e.g., basketball forward[image: External link] and star rebounder Dennis Rodman).
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2001 NBA Finals






The 2001 NBA Finals was the championship round[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association (NBA)'s 2000–01 season. The Western Conference[image: External link] champion Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] took on the Eastern Conference[image: External link] champion Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] for the championship, with the Lakers holding home-court advantage[image: External link] in a best-of-seven format[image: External link].

The Lakers won the series 4 games to 1. Lakers center[image: External link] Shaquille O'Neal was named the Most Valuable Player[image: External link] of the series.

Allen Iverson scored 48 points in his only NBA Finals victory, as the 76ers took Game 1 107–101 in overtime, handing the Lakers their only loss of the playoffs. However, the Lakers went on to win the next four games, despite being out-shot and out-rebounded in the series. Los Angeles punished Philadelphia with their three-point shooting, which was the key to this series. In Game 3 Robert Horry[image: External link] hit a three-point shot in the last minute, and in the next two games the Lakers used hot 3-point shooting to build big leads and hold off late 76ers comeback attempts in games 4 and 5, pulling away for double-digit wins to capture the title.
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Main article: 2001 NBA Playoffs


The Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] entered the 2000–01 NBA season as the defending NBA champions. The club lost a few players to free agency, but they signed veteran players like Isaiah Rider[image: External link] and Horace Grant[image: External link]. The Lakers began the season struggling on and off the court, as they were losing games at the beginning with the Shaq–Kobe feud[image: External link]. Injuries also riddled the team as they struggled through the season. But by April 1, 2001, the Lakers last loss was to the New York Knicks[image: External link] and they never looked back as the team closed out the season on an eight-game winning streak, thus finishing the season 56-26 and closing out as the number 2 seed in the West behind the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link].

The Lakers began the 2001 NBA Playoffs versus the team against whom they played the previous year in the Western Conference[image: External link] finals, the Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]. The Trail Blazers were a team that struggled throughout the season but battled back to claim the 7th seed. The series wasn't close, as the Lakers swept the Trail Blazers by double digits in all three games. In the semifinals the Lakers took on the Sacramento Kings[image: External link], a team who had also given the Lakers a tough series the previous season, but the Lakers took two close games at home and went to Sacramento to finish the Kings off with a 4–0 sweep as well. In the conference finals the Lakers went up against the number 1 seed San Antonio Spurs, who were expected to be more competitive than the Lakers' previous opponents. But the Lakers took games 1 and 2 in San Antonio, and then blew them out in games 3 and 4 in Los Angeles in another complete sweep as they became the second team in NBA history to sweep the conference playoffs at 11–0, the 1988-1989 Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] being the first.

But the Lakers met a snag on their quest to the first NBA sweep in playoff history as they went up against Allen Iverson and the Philadelphia 76ers. The 76ers, seeded number 1 in the Eastern Conference[image: External link], had just come out of two straight seven-game series against the Toronto Raptors[image: External link] and Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]. During the first game, the trio of Iverson, Dikembe Mutombo and Eric Snow, coming hot off a long Eastern Conference championship road, beat the Lakers in overtime, showcasing their endurance.

The Lakers then took Game 2. Afterwards, Kobe Bryant was quoted as saying he was coming to Philadelphia to cut their hearts out.[1] The Sixers dropped all three games in Philadelphia, giving the Lakers their second straight championship.
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 Road to the Finals




Main article: 2001 NBA Playoffs




	Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] (Western Conference[image: External link] Champion)
	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] (Eastern Conference[image: External link] Champion)



	


	
Western Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	#
	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	z-San Antonio Spurs[image: External link]
	58
	24
	.707
	–



	2
	y-Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]
	56
	26
	.683
	2



	3
	x-Sacramento Kings[image: External link]
	55
	27
	.671
	3



	4
	x-Utah Jazz[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	5



	5
	x-Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]
	53
	29
	.646
	5



	6
	x-Phoenix Suns[image: External link]
	51
	31
	.622
	7



	7
	x-Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	8



	8
	x-Minnesota Timberwolves[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	11



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Houston Rockets[image: External link]
	45
	37
	.549
	13



	10
	Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link]
	44
	38
	.537
	14



	11
	Denver Nuggets[image: External link]
	40
	42
	.488
	18



	12
	Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link]
	31
	51
	.378
	27



	13
	Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link]
	23
	59
	.280
	35



	14
	Golden State Warriors[image: External link]
	17
	65
	.207
	41




2nd seed in the West, 2nd-best league record


	Regular season
	


	
Eastern Conference[image: External link]


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]









	#
	Team
	W
	L
	PCT
	GB



	1
	c-Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	56
	26
	.683
	–



	2
	y-Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link]
	52
	30
	.634
	4



	3
	x-Miami Heat[image: External link]
	50
	32
	.610
	6



	4
	x-New York Knicks[image: External link]
	48
	34
	.585
	8



	5
	x-Toronto Raptors[image: External link]
	47
	35
	.573
	9



	6
	x-Charlotte Hornets[image: External link]
	46
	36
	.561
	10



	7
	x-Orlando Magic[image: External link]
	43
	39
	.524
	13



	8
	x-Indiana Pacers[image: External link]
	41
	41
	.500
	15



	
	
	
	
	
	



	9
	Boston Celtics[image: External link]
	36
	46
	.439
	20



	10
	Detroit Pistons[image: External link]
	32
	50
	.390
	24



	11
	Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link]
	30
	52
	.366
	26



	12
	New Jersey Nets[image: External link]
	26
	56
	.317
	30



	13
	Atlanta Hawks[image: External link]
	25
	57
	.305
	31



	14
	Washington Wizards[image: External link]
	19
	63
	.232
	37



	15
	Chicago Bulls[image: External link]
	15
	67
	.183
	42




1st seed in the East, 3rd-best league record





	Defeated the (7) Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link], 3-0[image: External link]
	First Round
	Defeated the (8) Indiana Pacers[image: External link], 3–1[image: External link]



	Defeated the (3) Sacramento Kings[image: External link], 4–0[image: External link]
	Conference Semifinals
	Defeated the (5) Toronto Raptors[image: External link], 4–3[image: External link]



	Defeated the (1) San Antonio Spurs[image: External link], 4–0[image: External link]
	Conference Finals
	Defeated the (2) Milwaukee Bucks[image: External link], 4–3[image: External link]
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 Regular season series




Both teams split the two meetings, each won by the home team:




	
December 5, 2000








	






	
Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] 85, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] 96







	

Staples Center[image: External link], Los Angeles[image: External link], California[image: External link]














	
February 14, 2001








	






	
Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] 97, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] 112







	

First Union Center, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania[image: External link]
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 Los Angeles Lakers






	2001 Los Angeles Lakers Finals roster



	Players
	Coaches



	


	Pos.
	#
	Nat.
	Name
	Ht.
	Wt.
	From



	G/F[image: External link]
	8
	
	Bryant, Kobe
	6 ft 6 in (1.98 m)
	220 lb (100 kg)
	
	Lower Merion HS (PA)[image: External link]



	G[image: External link]
	2
	
	Fisher, Derek[image: External link]
	6 ft 1 in (1.85 m)
	205 lb (93 kg)
	
	Arkansas-Little Rock[image: External link]



	F/C[image: External link]
	44
	
	Foster, Greg[image: External link]
	6 ft 11 in (2.11 m)
	240 lb (109 kg)
	
	Texas–El Paso[image: External link]



	F[image: External link]
	17
	
	Fox, Rick[image: External link]
	6 ft 7 in (2.01 m)
	235 lb (107 kg)
	
	North Carolina[image: External link]



	F[image: External link]
	3
	
	George, Devean[image: External link]
	6 ft 8 in (2.03 m)
	240 lb (109 kg)
	
	Augsburg[image: External link]



	F/C[image: External link]
	54
	
	Grant, Horace[image: External link]
	6 ft 10 in (2.08 m)
	245 lb (111 kg)
	
	Clemson[image: External link]



	G[image: External link]
	4
	
	Harper, Ron[image: External link]
	6 ft 6 in (1.98 m)
	185 lb (84 kg)
	
	Miami (OH)[image: External link]



	F[image: External link]
	5
	
	Horry, Robert[image: External link]
	6 ft 10 in (2.08 m)
	240 lb (109 kg)
	
	Alabama[image: External link]



	G[image: External link]
	10
	
	Lue, Tyronn
	6 ft 0 in (1.83 m)
	175 lb (79 kg)
	
	Nebraska[image: External link]



	F[image: External link]
	35
	
	Madsen, Mark[image: External link]
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	245 lb (111 kg)
	
	Stanford[image: External link]



	F[image: External link]
	14
	
	Medvedenko, Slava[image: External link] (IN)
	6 ft 10 in (2.08 m)
	253 lb (115 kg)
	
	Ukraine[image: External link]



	C[image: External link]
	34
	
	O'Neal, Shaquille
	7 ft 1 in (2.16 m)
	338 lb (153 kg)
	
	Louisiana State[image: External link]



	G[image: External link]
	12
	
	Penberthy, Mike[image: External link] (IN)
	6 ft 3 in (1.91 m)
	180 lb (82 kg)
	
	The Master's College[image: External link]



	G/F[image: External link]
	7
	
	Rider, Isaiah[image: External link] (IN)
	6 ft 5 in (1.96 m)
	215 lb (98 kg)
	
	UNLV[image: External link]



	G[image: External link]
	20
	
	Shaw, Brian[image: External link]
	6 ft 6 in (1.98 m)
	205 lb (93 kg)
	
	UC Santa Barbara[image: External link]





	

	Head coach




	
Phil Jackson (North Dakota[image: External link])




	Assistant coach(es)




	
Tex Winter (Southern California[image: External link])

	
Jim Cleamons[image: External link] (Ohio State[image: External link])

	
Frank Hamblen[image: External link] ( Syracuse[image: External link])






	Legend





	
(C) Team captain

	
(DP) Unsigned draft pick

	
(FA) Free agent

	
(S) Suspended

	Injured







Roster[image: External link] • Transactions[image: External link]

Last transaction: 2001-02-21
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 Philadelphia 76ers






	2001 Philadelphia 76ers Finals roster



	Players
	Coaches



	


	Pos.
	#
	Nat.
	Name
	Ht.
	Wt.
	From



	G[image: External link]
	19
	
	Bell, Raja[image: External link]
	6 ft 5 in (1.96 m)
	204 lb (93 kg)
	
	Florida International[image: External link]



	G/F[image: External link]
	23
	
	Buford, Rodney[image: External link]
	6 ft 5 in (1.96 m)
	189 lb (86 kg)
	
	Creighton[image: External link]



	G[image: External link]
	—
	
	Claxton, Speedy[image: External link] 
	5 ft 11 in (1.80 m)
	166 lb (75 kg)
	
	Hofstra[image: External link]



	C[image: External link]
	52
	
	Geiger, Matt
	7 ft 0 in (2.13 m)
	243 lb (110 kg)
	
	Georgia Tech[image: External link]



	F/C[image: External link]
	40
	
	Hill, Tyrone[image: External link]
	6 ft 9 in (2.06 m)
	240 lb (109 kg)
	
	Xavier[image: External link]



	G[image: External link]
	3
	
	Iverson, Allen
	6 ft 0 in (1.83 m)
	165 lb (75 kg)
	
	Georgetown



	F[image: External link]
	33
	
	Jones, Jumaine[image: External link]
	6 ft 8 in (2.03 m)
	218 lb (99 kg)
	
	Georgia[image: External link]



	F[image: External link]
	9
	
	Lynch, George[image: External link]
	6 ft 8 in (2.03 m)
	218 lb (99 kg)
	
	North Carolina[image: External link]



	C[image: External link]
	50
	
	MacCulloch, Todd[image: External link]
	7 ft 0 in (2.13 m)
	280 lb (127 kg)
	
	Washington[image: External link]



	G[image: External link]
	8
	
	McKie, Aaron
	6 ft 5 in (1.96 m)
	209 lb (95 kg)
	
	Temple[image: External link]



	F[image: External link]
	7
	
	McLeod, Roshown[image: External link]
	6 ft 8 in (2.03 m)
	221 lb (100 kg)
	
	Duke[image: External link]



	C[image: External link]
	55
	
	Mutombo, Dikembe
	7 ft 2 in (2.18 m)
	245 lb (111 kg)
	
	Georgetown



	G[image: External link]
	5
	
	Ollie, Kevin[image: External link]
	6 ft 4 in (1.93 m)
	195 lb (88 kg)
	
	Connecticut[image: External link]



	G[image: External link]
	4
	
	Sánchez, Pepe[image: External link]
	6 ft 4 in (1.93 m)
	195 lb (88 kg)
	
	Temple[image: External link]



	G[image: External link]
	20
	
	Snow, Eric
	6 ft 3 in (1.91 m)
	190 lb (86 kg)
	
	Michigan State[image: External link]





	

	Head coach




	
Larry Brown (North Carolina[image: External link])




	Assistant coach(es)




	
Randy Ayers (Miami (OH)[image: External link])

	
John Kuester[image: External link] (North Carolina[image: External link])






	Legend





	
(C) Team captain

	
(DP) Unsigned draft pick

	
(FA) Free agent

	
(S) Suspended

	Injured







Roster[image: External link] • Transactions[image: External link]
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 Series summary






	Game
	Date
	Home Team
	Result
	Road Team



	Game 1
	Wednesday, June 6
	Los Angeles Lakers
	101–107 (OT) (0–1)
	Philadelphia 76ers



	Game 2
	Friday, June 8
	Los Angeles Lakers
	98–89 (1–1)
	Philadelphia 76ers



	Game 3
	Sunday, June 10
	Philadelphia 76ers
	91–96 (1–2)
	Los Angeles Lakers



	Game 4
	Wednesday, June 13
	Philadelphia 76ers
	86–100 (1–3)
	Los Angeles Lakers



	Game 5
	Friday, June 15
	Philadelphia 76ers
	96–108 (1–4)
	Los Angeles Lakers




The Finals were played using a 2-3-2 site format, where the first two and last two games are held at the team with home court advantage[image: External link]. The NBA, after experimenting in the early years, restored this original format for the Finals in 1985.
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 Game summaries
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 Game 1







	
NBC[image: External link]








	
June 6








	

Recap[image: External link] at the Wayback Machine[image: External link] (archived May 9, 2009)








	
Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] 107, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] 101 (OT)



	
Scoring by quarter: 22–23, 34–27, 23–27, 15–17, Overtime: 13–7



	
Pts: Allen Iverson 48

Rebs: Dikembe Mutombo 16

Asts: Aaron McKie 9
	
	
Pts: Shaquille O'Neal 44

Rebs: Shaquille O'Neal 20

Asts: Kobe Bryant, Rick Fox[image: External link], Shaquille O'Neal 5 each



	Philadelphia leads the series, 1–0






	

Staples Center[image: External link], Los Angeles[image: External link], California[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,997

Referees:


	No. 27 Dick Bavetta

	No. 10 Ron Garretson

	No. 17 Joe Crawford














The Lakers dominated early, in what looked like to be their fourth series sweep. Scoring 16 straight points, the Lakers took a 21-9 lead over the Allen Iverson-led 76ers. Despite this major lead, Allen Iverson began dominating at the half of the 2nd quarter scoring 30 first half points. The 76ers turned the game around and even went up by 15 points during the third quarter before the Lakers started a comeback. Shaquille O'Neal was a major factor in the comeback, scoring 18 points in the quarter.

The Lakers played fantastically during the 4th quarter, and Tyronn Lue came off the bench and limited Allen Iverson to merely 3 points and had 3 assists and 2 steals of his own. The game was eventually tied at 94, and when Dikembe Mutombo missed two free throws and Eric Snow's desperation three-pointer at the buzzer bounced off the rim, the game went to overtime.

The Lakers dominated for the first half of the overtime, scoring 5 points, but Allen Iverson scored 7 points, and Raja Bell[image: External link] came off the bench to score a crucial lay-up and Iverson hit a step back 2-pointer over Tyronn Lue which gave the 76ers a permanent lead.
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 Game 2







	
NBC[image: External link]








	
June 8








	

Recap[image: External link] at the Wayback Machine[image: External link] (archived April 1, 2009)








	
Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] 89, Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] 98




	
Scoring by quarter: 24–25, 23–24, 20–28, 22–21



	
Pts: Allen Iverson 23

Rebs: Dikembe Mutombo 13

Asts: Aaron McKie 6
	
	
Pts: Kobe Bryant 31

Rebs: Shaquille O'Neal 20

Asts: Shaquille O'Neal 9



	Series tied, 1–1






	

Staples Center[image: External link], Los Angeles[image: External link], California[image: External link]

Attendance: 18,997

Referees:


	No. 29 Steve Javie

	No. 7 Bernie Fryer

	No. 34 Ronnie Nunn














Kobe Bryant started off the game with 12 points in the first quarter, while Shaq scored 12 points in the second quarter. Despite their points, the 76ers kept a close lead as Larry Brown ran over 10 plays searching for the right quartet, and the fact that all the Lakers besides Bryant and O'Neal were shooting only at 27%. The Sixers were down by 13 in the fourth quarter, and were making a comeback due to Shaq sitting out with 5 fouls, which helped the 76ers to score 7 straight. Even though the 76ers were within 3 points of the Lakers, the 6 of 16 foul shooting in the fourth quarter put them behind permanently. O'Neal finished with 28 points, 20 rebounds, nine assists, and eight blocks, coming close to a quadruple double[image: External link]. Before the game, Lakers coach Phil Jackson had growled at O'Neal, "Don't be afraid to block a shot!" after O'Neal failed to block a shot in Game 1.[2]
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 Game 3







	
NBC[image: External link]








	
June 10








	
"Recap"[image: External link]. Archived from the original on 2009-04-01. Retrieved 2011-07-02.








	
Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] 96, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] 91



	
Scoring by quarter: 25–25, 30–20, 18–21, 23–25



	
Pts: Kobe Bryant 32

Rebs: Shaquille O'Neal 12

Asts: Bryant, Horry[image: External link],

O'Neal, Shaw[image: External link] 3 each
	
	
Pts: Allen Iverson 35

Rebs: Iverson, Mutombo 12 each

Asts: Aaron McKie 8



	Los Angeles leads the series, 2–1






	

First Union Center, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,900

Referees:


	No. 15 Bennett Salvatore

	No. 26 Bob Delaney

	No. 43 Dan Crawford
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 Game 4







	
NBC[image: External link]








	
June 13








	
"Recap"[image: External link]. Archived from the original on 2009-04-01. Retrieved 2011-07-02.








	
Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] 100, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] 86



	
Scoring by quarter: 22–14, 29–23, 26–22, 23–27



	
Pts: Shaquille O'Neal 34

Rebs: Shaquille O'Neal 14

Asts: Kobe Bryant 9
	
	
Pts: Allen Iverson 35

Rebs: Dikembe Mutombo 9

Asts: Iverson, Snow 4 each



	Los Angeles leads the series, 3–1






	

First Union Center, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,900

Referees:


	No. 25 Hugh Evans

	No. 35 Jack Nies

	No. 32 Eddie F. Rush
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 Game 5







	
NBC[image: External link]








	
June 15








	
"Recap"[image: External link]. Archived from the original on 2009-04-01. Retrieved 2011-07-02.








	
Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link] 108, Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] 96



	
Scoring by quarter: 24–27, 28–21, 31–20, 25–28



	
Pts: Shaquille O'Neal 29

Rebs: Shaquille O'Neal 13

Asts: Bryant, Fox[image: External link] 6 each
	
	
Pts: Allen Iverson 37

Rebs: Tyrone Hill[image: External link] 13

Asts: Eric Snow 12



	Los Angeles wins the series, 4–1






	

First Union Center, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania[image: External link]

Attendance: 20,900

Referees:


	No. 27 Dick Bavetta

	No. 7 Bernie Fryer

	No. 17 Joe Crawford
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 Player statistics






	Legend



	  GP
	Games played
	  GS 
	Games started
	 MPG 
	Minutes[image: External link] per game



	 FG% 
	Field-goal percentage
	 3P% 
	3-point field-goal percentage
	 FT% 
	Free-throw percentage



	 RPG 
	Rebounds per game
	 APG 
	Assists per game
	 SPG 
	Steals per game



	 BPG 
	Blocks per game
	 PPG 
	Points per game
	
	





	Los Angeles Lakers





	Player
	GP
	GS
	MPG
	FG%
	3FG%
	FT%
	RPG
	APG
	SPG
	BPG
	PPG



	Bryant, KobeKobe Bryant
	5
	5
	46.8
	.415
	.333
	.842
	7.8
	5.8
	1.4
	1.4
	24.6



	Fisher, DerekDerek Fisher[image: External link]
	5
	5
	31.6
	.436
	.526
	.833
	1.2
	2.0
	1.6
	0.2
	9.8



	Fox, RickRick Fox[image: External link]
	5
	5
	32.8
	.441
	.467
	.923
	4.6
	3.8
	1.2
	0.4
	9.8



	Grant, HoraceHorace Grant[image: External link]
	5
	5
	24.6
	.294
	.000
	.750
	5.6
	0.6
	0.4
	1.4
	5.2



	Harper, RonRon Harper[image: External link]
	3
	0
	8.3
	.625
	.333
	.667
	1.7
	1.0
	0.3
	0.3
	4.3



	Horry, RobertRobert Horry[image: External link]
	5
	0
	25.4
	.560
	.615
	1.000
	5.0
	1.2
	0.8
	1.4
	8.4



	Lue, TyronnTyronn Lue
	5
	0
	14.6
	.583
	.667
	.000
	0.8
	1.4
	1.4
	0.2
	3.6



	Madsen, MarkMark Madsen[image: External link]
	2
	0
	1.5
	.000
	.000
	.000
	0.5
	0.0
	0.0
	0.5
	0.0



	O'Neal, ShaquilleShaquille O'Neal
	5
	5
	45.0
	.573
	.000
	.513
	15.8
	4.8
	0.4
	3.4
	33.0



	Shaw, BrianBrian Shaw[image: External link]
	5
	0
	18.6
	.300
	.300
	.600
	3.2
	2.8
	0.8
	0.0
	3.6





	Philadelphia 76ers





	Player
	GP
	GS
	MPG
	FG%
	3FG%
	FT%
	RPG
	APG
	SPG
	BPG
	PPG



	Bell, RajaRaja Bell[image: External link]
	5
	0
	15.8
	.308
	.000
	.500
	1.8
	0.8
	2.0
	0.0
	2.6



	Buford, RodneyRodney Buford[image: External link]
	3
	0
	4.3
	.167
	.000
	.000
	2.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.7



	Geiger, MattMatt Geiger
	5
	0
	10.8
	.667
	.000
	1.000
	1.0
	0.4
	0.2
	0.0
	5.2



	Hill, TyroneTyrone Hill[image: External link]
	5
	5
	28.2
	.394
	.000
	.778
	6.6
	0.4
	0.0
	1.2
	6.6



	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson
	5
	5
	47.4
	.407
	.282
	.729
	5.6
	3.8
	1.8
	0.2
	35.6



	Jones, JumaineJumaine Jones[image: External link]
	5
	4
	12.4
	.400
	.500
	.000
	2.0
	0.2
	0.2
	0.4
	2.0



	Lynch, GeorgeGeorge Lynch[image: External link]
	2
	0
	7.0
	.333
	.000
	.000
	2.5
	0.5
	1.0
	0.0
	1.0



	MacCulloch, ToddTodd MacCulloch[image: External link]
	5
	0
	6.2
	.417
	.000
	.750
	1.4
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	2.6



	McKie, AaronAaron McKie
	5
	5
	41.4
	.313
	.444
	.667
	5.4
	6.0
	1.2
	0.6
	8.0



	Mutombo, DikembeDikembe Mutombo
	5
	5
	41.6
	.600
	.000
	.692
	12.2
	0.4
	0.4
	2.2
	16.8



	Ollie, KevinKevin Ollie[image: External link]
	5
	0
	3.0
	.333
	.000
	1.000
	0.2
	0.2
	0.0
	0.0
	1.0



	Snow, EricEric Snow
	5
	1
	32.8
	.407
	.000
	.731
	4.4
	6.0
	1.6
	0.2
	12.6
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 Aftermath




The Lakers won their third straight championship in a four-game sweep of the New Jersey Nets[image: External link] the following year[image: External link]. The Lakers won 58 games in the season, then defeated the Portland Trail Blazers[image: External link] in three games, the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link] in five games, and the Sacramento Kings[image: External link] in seven games before sweeping the Nets in the Finals.

The Sixers would win only 43 games in the 2001-02 NBA season[image: External link], as injuries were the story of their season. Nevertheless, they made the playoffs as the sixth seed, but were defeated by the Boston Celtics[image: External link] in five games. The Celtics themselves came within two games of returning to the NBA Finals for the first time since 1987[image: External link], but were ousted by the upstart Nets, who made the NBA Finals for the first time, denying a possible Celtics-Lakers final[image: External link]. As for the Sixers, they would never challenge for the title again in the Allen Iverson era, with the team reaching the playoffs only twice for the next four years, winning only one series.

Larry Brown later coached the Detroit Pistons[image: External link] to their third championship in the 2004 NBA Finals[image: External link], defeating the Lakers 4–1.
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Bronze Medal






Not to be confused with Bronze Star[image: External link], Bronze Award[image: External link], bronze metal[image: External link], or Bronze Medallion[image: External link].

A bronze medal in sports and other similar areas involving competition is a medal[image: External link] made of bronze[image: External link] awarded to the third-place finisher of contests or competitions such as the Olympic Games[image: External link], Commonwealth Games[image: External link], etc. The outright winner receives a gold medal[image: External link] and the second place a silver medal[image: External link]. More generally, bronze is traditionally the most common metal used for all types of high-quality medals, including artistic ones. The practice of awarding bronze[image: External link] third place medals[image: External link] began at the 1904 Olympic Games[image: External link] in St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link], prior to which only first and second places were awarded.
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 Olympic Games




Main article: Olympic medal[image: External link]


Minting[image: External link] Olympic medals is the responsibility of the host city. From 1928[image: External link]– 1968[image: External link] the design was always the same: the obverse showed a generic design by Florentine[image: External link] artist Giuseppe Cassioli[image: External link] with text giving the host city; the reverse showed another generic design of an Olympic champion. From 1972[image: External link]– 2000[image: External link], Cassioli's design (or a slight reworking) remained on the obverse with a custom design by the host city on the reverse. Noting that Cassioli's design showed a Roman amphitheatre for what was originally a Greek game, a new obverse design was commissioned for the Athens 2004[image: External link] Games. Winter Olympics[image: External link] medals have been of more varied design.

In a few tournament sports, such as boxing[image: External link], judo[image: External link], taekwondo[image: External link] and wrestling[image: External link], two bronze medals are awarded in each event – one for each eliminated semi-finalist or for the winners of the repechage[image: External link] brackets.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Psychological study




In 1995, a study was carried out by social psychologists[image: External link] Victoria Medvec, Scott Madey and Thomas Gilovich[image: External link] on the effects of counterfactual thinking[image: External link] on the Olympics. The study showed that athletes who won the bronze medal were significantly happier with their winning than those athletes who won the silver medal[image: External link]. The silver medalists were more frustrated because they had missed the gold medal[image: External link], while the bronze medalists were simply happy to have received any honors at all (instead of no medal for fourth place).[1] This is more pronounced in knockout competitions[image: External link], where the bronze medals are achieved by winning a playoff, whereas silver medals are awarded after a defeat in the final. This psychological phenomenon was parodied in the Jerry Seinfeld[image: External link] special I'm Telling You for the Last Time[image: External link].
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	Bronze and brass ornamental work[image: External link]

	Third place playoff[image: External link]
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 External links





	Medal Designs for all Olympic Games[image: External link]
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ESPN






This article is about the U.S. television channel. For ESPN channels in other countries, see ESPN International[image: External link]. For the company and other channels of the same name, see ESPN Inc[image: External link]. For the railroad, see East Penn Railroad[image: External link].

ESPN (originally an initialism for Entertainment and Sports Programming Networks) is a U.S.-based global cable[image: External link] and satellite[image: External link] sports[image: External link] television channel[image: External link] owned by ESPN Inc.[image: External link], a joint venture[image: External link] between The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] (which operates the network) and the Hearst Corporation[image: External link] (which owns a 20% minority share).

ESPN broadcasts primarily from studio facilities located in Bristol, Connecticut[image: External link]. The network also operates offices in Miami[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], Seattle[image: External link], Charlotte[image: External link], and Los Angeles[image: External link]. John Skipper[image: External link] currently serves as president of ESPN, a position he has held since January 1, 2012. While ESPN is one of the most successful sports networks, there has been much criticism of ESPN[image: External link], which includes accusations of biased coverage,[1] conflict of interest[image: External link], and controversies with individual broadcasters and analysts.

As of February 2015, ESPN is available to approximately 94,396,000 paid television households (81.1% of households with at least one television set) in the United States.[2] Nielsen has reported a much lower number in 2017, below 90,000,000 subscribers, losing more than 10,000 a day. In addition to the flagship channel and its seven related channels in the United States, ESPN broadcasts in more than 200 countries,[3] operating regional channels in Australia[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link], Latin America[image: External link] and the United Kingdom[image: External link], and owning a 20% interest in The Sports Network (TSN) as well as its five sister networks in Canada[image: External link].

In 2011, ESPN's history and rise was chronicled by These Guys Have All the Fun, a nonfiction book written by James Andrew Miller and Tom Shales and published by Little, Brown and Company[image: External link].[4]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




Main article: History of ESPN[image: External link]


Bill Rasmussen[image: External link] conceived the concept of ESPN in late May 1978, after he was fired from his job with the World Hockey Association[image: External link]'s New England Whalers[image: External link]. One of the first steps in Bill and his son Scott[image: External link]'s (who had also been let go by the Whalers) process was finding land to build the channel's broadcasting facilities. The Rasmussens first rented office space in Plainville, Connecticut[image: External link]. However, the plan to base ESPN there was put on hold because a local ordinance prohibiting buildings from bearing rooftop satellite dishes[image: External link]. Available land area was quickly found in Bristol, Connecticut (where the channel remains headquartered to this day), with funding to buy the property provided by Getty Oil[image: External link], which purchased 85% of the company from Bill Rasmussen on February 22, 1979, in an attempt to diversify the company's holdings. This helped the credibility of the fledgling company, however there were still many doubters to the viability of their sports channel concept. Another event that helped build ESPN's credibility was securing an advertising agreement with Anheuser-Busch[image: External link] in the spring of 1979; the company invested $1 million to be the "exclusive beer advertised on the network."[5]

ESPN launched on September 7, 1979, beginning with the first telecast of what would become the channel's flagship program, SportsCenter[image: External link]. Taped in front of a small live audience inside the Bristol studios, it was broadcast to 1.4 million cable subscribers throughout the United States.[5]

ESPN's next big break came when the channel acquired the rights to broadcast coverage of the early rounds of the NCAA Men's Division I Basketball Tournament[image: External link]. It first aired the NCAA tournament in March 1980, creating the modern day television event known as "March Madness[image: External link]." The channel's tournament coverage also launched the broadcasting career of Dick Vitale, who at the time he joined ESPN, had just been fired as head coach of the Detroit Pistons[image: External link].

In April of that year, ESPN created another made-for-TV spectacle, when it began televising the NFL Draft[image: External link]. It provided complete coverage of the event that allowed rookie players from the college ranks to begin their professional careers in front of a national television audience in ways they were not able to previously.

The next major stepping stone for ESPN came over the course of a couple of months in 1984. During this time period, the American Broadcasting Company[image: External link] (ABC) purchased 100% of ESPN from the Rasmussens and Getty Oil.[5] Under Getty ownership, the channel was unable to compete for the television rights to major sports events contracts as its majority corporate parent would not provide the funding, leading ESPN to lose out for broadcast deals with the National Hockey League[image: External link] (to USA Network[image: External link]) and NCAA Division I college football[image: External link] (to TBS[image: External link]). For years, the NFL[image: External link], NBA and Major League Baseball[image: External link] refused to consider cable as a means of broadcasting some of their games.[6] However, with the backing of ABC, ESPN's ability to compete for major sports contracts greatly increased, and gave it credibility within the sports broadcasting industry.

Later in 1984, the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] ruled that the NCAA[image: External link] could no longer monopolize the rights to negotiate the contracts for college football games, allowing each individual school to negotiate broadcast deals of their choice. ESPN took full advantage and began to broadcast a large number of NCAA football games, creating an opportunity for fans to be able to view multiple games each weekend (instead of just one), the same deal that the NCAA had previously negotiated with TBS.[6] ESPN's breakthrough moment occurred in 1987, when it secured a contract with the NFL to broadcast eight games during that year's regular season[image: External link] – all of which aired on Sunday nights, marking the first broadcasts of Sunday NFL primetime games. ESPN's Sunday Night Football[image: External link] games would become the highest-rated NFL telecasts for the next 17 years (before losing the rights to NBC[image: External link] in 2006).[7] The channel's decision to broadcast NFL games on Sunday evenings actually resulted in a decline in viewership for the daytime games shown on the major broadcast networks, marking the first time that ESPN had been a legitimate competitor to NBC and CBS, which had long dominated the sports television market.

In 1992, ESPN launched ESPN Radio[image: External link], a national sports talk radio[image: External link] network providing analysis and commentary programs (including shows such as Mike and Mike in the Morning[image: External link] and The Herd[image: External link]) as well as audio play-by-play of sporting events (including some simulcasted with the ESPN television channel).[5]

On October 10, 1993, ESPN2[image: External link] – a secondary channel that originally was programmed with a separate lineup of niche sports popular with males 18–49 years old (with snowboarding[image: External link] and the World Series of Poker[image: External link] as its headliners) as well as serving as an overflow channel for ESPN – launched on cable systems reaching to 10 million subscribers.[5] It became the fastest growing cable channel in the U.S. during the 1990s, eventually expanding its national reach to 75 million subscribers.[5]

Ownership of ABC, and in effect control of ESPN, was acquired first by Capital Cities Communications[image: External link] in 1985, and then by The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] in 1996. In 2012, ESPN generated more revenue for Disney than any of its other properties combined.[8]

On April 26, 2017, approximately 100 ESPN employees were notified that their position with the sports network had been terminated, among them athletes-turned-analysts Trent Dilfer[image: External link] and Danny Kanell[image: External link], and noted journalists like NFL[image: External link] beat reporter Ed Werder[image: External link] and Major League Baseball[image: External link] expert Jayson Stark[image: External link].[9] The layoffs come as ESPN continues to shed viewers, more than 10 million over a period of several years, while forking over big money for the broadcast rights to such properties as the NFL, NBA[image: External link] and College Football Playoff[image: External link].[10] Further cost-cutting measures taken include moving the studio operations of ESPNU to Bristol from Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link],[11] reducing its longtime MLB studio show Baseball Tonight[image: External link] to Sundays as a lead-in to the primetime game[image: External link] and adding the MLB Network[image: External link]-produced Intentional Talk[image: External link] to ESPN2[image: External link]'s daily lineup.[12]
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 Programming




See also: List of programs broadcast by ESPN[image: External link] and List of ESPN sports properties[image: External link]


Alongside its live sports broadcasts, ESPN also airs a variety of sports highlight, talk, and documentary-styled shows. These include:


	
Around the Horn[image: External link] – Competitive debating between four sports writers across the country

	
Baseball Tonight[image: External link] – A daily recap of the day's Major League Baseball[image: External link] stories and games that airs throughout the baseball season

	
College GameDay[image: External link] (basketball) – Weekly college basketball[image: External link] show airing from the Saturday Primetime[image: External link] game of the week site

	
College GameDay[image: External link] (football) – Weekly college football preview show airing from the site of a major college football game

	
E:60[image: External link] – An investigative[image: External link] newsmagazine[image: External link] program focusing on American and international sports

	
First Take[image: External link] – Monday-Friday with Stephen A. Smith[image: External link], Max Kellerman[image: External link] and Molly Qerim[image: External link] (moved from ESPN2 on January 3, 2017)

	
Mike and Mike in the Morning[image: External link] – A simulcast of the ESPN Radio[image: External link] morning show, focusing on current sports stories

	
Monday Night Countdown[image: External link] – Weekly recap show aired on Monday evenings during the NFL[image: External link] season, also serves as the pre-game show for Monday Night Football[image: External link]


	
Outside the Lines[image: External link] – Talk and debate show that examines critical sports issues on and off the field of play

	
Pardon the Interruption[image: External link] – Tony Kornheiser[image: External link] and Michael Wilbon[image: External link] debate an array of sports topics

	
SportsCenter[image: External link] – The flagship program of ESPN, a daily sports news program delivering the latest sports news and highlights

	
SportsNation[image: External link] – Poll-driven show based on audience participation, including material generated or suggested by viewers

	
Sunday NFL Countdown[image: External link] – Weekly preview show that airs on Sunday mornings during the NFL season



Many of ESPN's documentary programs (such as 30 for 30[image: External link] and Nine for IX[image: External link]) are produced by ESPN Films[image: External link], a film division created in March 2008 as a restructuring of ESPN Original Entertainment, a programming division that was originally formed in 2001. 30 for 30 started airing in 2009 and continues airing to this day. Each episode is through the eyes of a well known filmmaker and has featured some of the biggest directors in Hollywood.[13] The 30 for 30 film O.J.: Made in America[image: External link] won the Academy Award for Best Documentary Feature[image: External link] in 2017[image: External link], the first such Oscar for ESPN.[14]

Since September 2006, ESPN has been integrated with the sports division of sister broadcast network ABC[image: External link], with sports events televised on that network airing under the banner ESPN on ABC[image: External link];[15][16] much of ABC's sports coverage since the rebranding has become increasingly limited to secondary coverage of sporting events whose broadcast rights are held by ESPN (such as NBA games, The Open Championship[image: External link], and the X Games[image: External link] and its related qualifying events) as well as a limited array of event coverage not broadcast on ESPN (most notably, the NBA Finals[image: External link]).
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 Executives





	
John Skipper[image: External link] – President, ESPN, Inc.[17]


	Sean Bratches – Executive Vice President, Sales and Marketing[18]


	Christine Driessen – Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer[19]


	Ed Durso – Executive Vice President, Administration[20]


	Aaron LaBerge – Executive Vice President and Chief Technology Officer[21]


	
Norby Williamson[image: External link] – Executive Vice President, Programming[22]


	Russell Wolff – Executive Vice President and Managing Director, ESPN International[23]
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 Related channels
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 ESPN2




Main article: ESPN2[image: External link]


ESPN2 launched on October 1, 1993, originally formatted as a more informal and youth-oriented channel than ESPN aimed at adults between 18 and 34 years of age, carrying a broad mix of event coverage from conventional sports (such as auto racing, college basketball[image: External link] and NHL[image: External link] hockey) to extreme sports[image: External link] (such as BMX[image: External link], skateboarding[image: External link] and motocross[image: External link]).[24] The "ESPN BottomLine[image: External link]," a ticker[image: External link] displaying sports news and scores during all programming that is now used by all of ESPN's networks, originated on ESPN2 in 1995.[25] In the late 1990s, ESPN2 was gradually reformatted to serve as a secondary outlet for ESPN's mainstream sports programming.[26]
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 ESPN Classic




Main article: ESPN Classic[image: External link]


ESPN Classic is a digital cable[image: External link] and satellite television network that launched in 1995 as Classic Sports Network, founded by Brian Bedol[image: External link] and Steve Greenberg. ESPN Inc. purchased Classic Sports Network in 1997 for $175 million,[27] rebranding the channel to its current name the following year. The channel broadcasts notable archived sporting events (originally including events from past decades, but now focusing mainly on events from the 1990s and later), sports documentaries and sports-themed movies.
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 ESPNews




Main article: ESPNews[image: External link]


ESPNews is a digital cable and satellite television network that was launched on November 1, 1996, originally focusing solely on sports news, highlights and press conferences[image: External link]. Since August 2010, the network has gradually incorporated encores of ESPN's various sports debate and entertainment shows and video simulcasts[image: External link] of ESPN Radio[image: External link] shows, in addition to sports news programming (which since the 2013 cancellation of Highlight Express,[28] consists mainly of additional runs of SportsCenter); ESPNews also serves as an overflow feed due to programming conflicts caused by sporting events on the other ESPN networks.
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 ESPN+




Main article: ESPN+[image: External link]


ESPN+ is a digital cable[image: External link] and satellite television network that launched in 2002; this signal is seen in Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Chile, Bolivia, Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay and from November 21, 2013, also in Venezuela. ESPN+ signal displays events in these sports: Football, Tennis, Rugby, Cycling, Baseball, Horse Riding, Hockey and sports programs about: Football, Tennis, Rugby, Polo, Hockey, Motor, etc. It is divided into two signals: Atlantic and Pacific.
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 ESPN Deportes




Main article: ESPN Deportes[image: External link]


ESPN Deportes (Spanish pronunciation: [i.es.piˈen deˈportes][image: External link], "ESPN Sports") is a digital cable and satellite television network that was originally launched in July 2001 to provide Spanish language[image: External link] simulcasts of certain Major League Baseball telecasts from ESPN. It became a 24-hour sports channel in January 2004.
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 ESPNU




Main article: ESPNU[image: External link]


ESPNU is a digital cable and satellite television network that launched on March 4, 2005, and focuses on college athletics[image: External link] including basketball, football, baseball[image: External link] college swimming, and hockey[image: External link].
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 Longhorn Network




Main article: Longhorn Network[image: External link]


The Longhorn Network is a digital cable and satellite television network that was launched on August 26, 2011, focusing on events from the Texas Longhorns[image: External link] varsity sports teams of the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link].[29] It features events from the 20 sports sanctioned by the Texas Longhorns athletics department, along with original programming (including historical, academic and cultural content).
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 SEC Network




Main article: SEC Network[image: External link]


SEC Network is a digital cable and satellite television network that launched on August 14, 2014, focusing on the coverage of sporting events sanctioned by the Southeastern Conference[image: External link]. Created as a result of a 20-year broadcast partnership between the two entities, the network is a joint venture[image: External link] between the conference and ESPN Inc. (which operates the network).[30][31]
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 Other services






	Service
	Description



	ESPNHD
	ESPN launched its high definition[image: External link] simulcast[image: External link] feed, originally branded as ESPNHD, on March 20, 2001. All studio shows based in Bristol and at L.A. Live, along with most live event telecasts on ESPN, are broadcast in high definition. ESPN is one of the few television networks with an all-digital infrastructure. Footage from non-HD sources is presented in 4:3[image: External link] standard definition[image: External link] with stylized pillarboxing[image: External link]. Pardon the Interruption and Around the Horn began airing in HD on September 27, 2010, with the relocation of the production of both shows into the facility housing the Washington, D.C.[image: External link] bureau for ABC News[image: External link].[32]
ESPN, as with Disney/ABC's other broadcast and cable networks, transmits HD programming in the 720p[image: External link] resolution format; this is due to the fact that ABC executives had proposed a progressive scan[image: External link] signal that resolves fluid and high-speed motion in sports better, particularly during slow-motion replays.[33] In 2011, ESPNHD began to downplay its distinct promotional logo in preparation for the conversion of its standard definition feed from a 4:3[image: External link] full-screen to a letterboxed[image: External link] format (via the application of the AFD[image: External link] #10 display flag), which occurred on June 1 of that year.





	WatchESPN[image: External link]
	WatchESPN is a website for desktop computers[image: External link], as well as an application[image: External link] for smartphones[image: External link] and tablet computers[image: External link] that allows subscribers of participating cable and satellite providers to watch live streams of programming from ESPN and its sister networks (with the exception of ESPN Classic), including most sporting events, on computers, mobile devices, Apple TV[image: External link], Roku[image: External link] and Xbox Live[image: External link] via their TV Everywhere[image: External link] login provided by their cable provider. The service originally launched on October 25, 2010 as ESPN Networks, a streaming service which provided a live stream of ESPN exclusive to Time Warner Cable[image: External link] subscribers.[34] ESPN3[image: External link], an online streaming service providing live streams and replays of global sports events that launched in 2005 as a separate website,[35] was incorporated into the WatchESPN platform on August 31, 2011.[36]




	ESPN Events[image: External link]
	ESPN Regional Television (formerly branded as ESPN Plus) is the network's syndication[image: External link] arm, which produces collegiate sporting events for broadcast television stations throughout the United States (primarily those affiliated with networks such as The CW[image: External link] and MyNetworkTV[image: External link] or independent stations[image: External link]). ESPN Plus syndicates college football and basketball games from the American Athletic Conference[image: External link], Big 12 Conference[image: External link],[37] Mid-American Conference[image: External link], Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference[image: External link], Sun Belt Conference[image: External link] and the Western Athletic Conference[image: External link].
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 International channels




Main article: ESPN International[image: External link]


ESPN owns and operates regional channels in Australia[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link], and Latin America[image: External link]. In Canada, ESPN is a minority owner of The Sports Network (TSN) and the French-language Réseau des sports[image: External link] (RDS). ESPN also has a minority stake in J Sports[image: External link] in Japan[image: External link]. In the United Kingdom, BT Group[image: External link] operates the channel BT Sport ESPN[image: External link].
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 In popular culture




ESPN has been a part of popular culture[image: External link] since its inception. Many movies with a general sports theme will include ESPN announcers and programming into their storylines such as in the 2004 comedy DodgeBall: A True Underdog Story[image: External link], which gently lampoons the channel's multiple outlets by referencing the fictional ESPN8, "The Ocho",[38] a reference to a nickname formerly used by ESPN2, "the Deuce".

Many jokes have been made by comedians about fake obscure sports that are shown on ESPN. Dennis Miller[image: External link] mentioned watching " sumo[image: External link] rodeo[image: External link]", while George Carlin[image: External link] stated that ESPN showed "Australian dick[image: External link] wrestling[image: External link]". One of several Saturday Night Live[image: External link] sketches poking fun at the network features a fictional ESPN2 program called Scottish Soccer Hooligan Weekly, which includes a fake advertisement for "Senior Women's Beach Lacrosse". SNL also parodies ESPN Classic[image: External link] with fake archived obscure women's sports event telecasts from the 1980s (such as bowling, weightlifting[image: External link] and curling[image: External link]), with announcers who know nothing about the sport, and instead focus on the sponsors, which were always for feminine hygiene products. In the early years of ESPN, Late Night with David Letterman[image: External link] even featured a "Top Ten List" segment poking fun at some of the obscure sports seen on ESPN at the time. One of the more memorable sports on the list was "Amish Rake Fighting". A recurring skit on Late Night with Jimmy Fallon[image: External link] named Sports Freak-Out![image: External link] is a parody of SportsCenter's overexcited anchors.

An occasional joke used in comedic television and film involves people getting ESP (the common abbreviation for extrasensory perception[image: External link], that was coincidentally the working abbreviation[image: External link] for the channel prior to its launch) confused with ESPN, often including someone saying a sentence along the lines of "I know these kind of things, I've got ESPN". Sports video game releases by Electronic Arts[image: External link] in the early 1990s featured a logo for a fictional sports network, EASN (Electronic Arts Sports Network); this was soon changed to EA Sports[image: External link] after ESPN requested that the company stop using the similar name. There are also at least 22 children that are named after the network.[39][40]
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 Criticism




Main article: Criticism of ESPN[image: External link]


Throughout its history, ESPN has received accusations of biased coverage, conflicts of interest, and controversies with individual broadcasters and analysts.[by whom?[image: External link]] ESPN has been criticized for focusing too much on men's college and professional sports, and very little on women's sports. Other criticism has focused on ethnicity in ESPN's varying mediated forms, as well as carriage fees and issues regarding the exportation of ESPN content.[41] Some critics argue that ESPN's success is their ability to provide other enterprise and investigative sports news while competing with other hard sports-news-producing outlets such as Yahoo! Sports and Fox Sports[image: External link]. Some scholars have challenged ESPN's journalistic integrity calling for an expanded standard of professionalism to prevent biased coverage and conflicts of interest.[42]
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 See also





	List of ESPN personalities[image: External link]

	List of past ESPN personalities[image: External link]

	2espn[image: External link]

	ESPN 3D[image: External link]

	Wieden+Kennedy[image: External link]
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Main article: List of members of the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame


The Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame, located in Springfield, Massachusetts[image: External link], honors players who have shown exceptional skill at basketball, all-time great coaches, referees, and other major contributors to the sport. It is named after Dr. James Naismith, who conceived the sport in 1891; he was inducted into the Hall as a contributor in 1959.[1] The Player category has existed since the beginning of the Hall of Fame. For a person to be inducted to the Naismith Hall as a player, he or she must be "fully retired for five years". If a player retired for a short period, then "his/her case and eligibility is reviewed on an individual basis".

As part of the inaugural class of 1959, four players were inducted; over 150 more individuals have been inducted as players since then. Four players have also been inducted as coaches: John Wooden in 1973, Lenny Wilkens in 1998, Bill Sharman in 2004, and Tom Heinsohn in 2015.

Of the inducted players, 25 were also members of teams that have been inducted into the Hall as units[image: External link].


	
Henry "Dutch" Dehnert, Nat Holman, and Joe Lapchick were members of the Original Celtics.

	
William "Pop" Gates and John Isaacs were members of the New York Renaissance. The induction category of another former player for the team, Nathaniel "Sweetwater" Clifton, is subject to dispute; he was originally announced as a contributor, but is now listed with player inductees by the Hall.

	
Marques Haynes and Reece "Goose" Tatum[image: External link] were two of the most famous players of the Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link]. Three other players who made their greatest contributions with other teams—Wilt Chamberlain[image: External link], Connie Hawkins, and Lynette Woodard—were members of the Globetrotters at some point in their professional careers. Furthermore, longtime member Meadowlark Lemon has been inducted as a contributor, and the aforementioned Clifton, who briefly played for the team, is (depending on definitions) a member as either a player or contributor.

	
Walt Bellamy, Jerry Lucas[image: External link], Oscar Robertson, and Jerry West were members of the 1960 United States Olympic Team.

	
Charles Barkley, Larry Bird[image: External link], Clyde Drexler, Patrick Ewing[image: External link], Magic Johnson[image: External link], Michael Jordan[image: External link], Karl Malone, Chris Mullin, Scottie Pippen[image: External link], David Robinson, and John Stockton[image: External link] were members of the 1992 United States Olympic Team, better known as the "Dream Team". In fact, all but one of the players on the "Dream Team" roster (Christian Laettner[image: External link]) have been inducted in the Hall of Fame as individuals.



Players



	Year
	Inductees
	Pos.
	Achievements
	Ref.



	1959
	Hyatt, ChuckChuck Hyatt[image: External link]
	G
	National championship ( Pittsburgh[image: External link], 1928, 1930); College All-America (1929, 1930); Helms Foundation Player of the Year (1930)
	[2]



	1959
	Luisetti, HankHank Luisetti
	F
	3 Pacific Coast Conference championships (Stanford, 1936–38); National championship ( Stanford[image: External link], 1937); Helm's Foundation Player of the Year (1937–38); 2-time All-America (1937–38)
	[3]



	1959
	Mikan, GeorgeGeorge Mikan
	C
	All-America ( DePaul[image: External link], 1944–45); All-NBA First-Team (1950–54); 4-time NBA All-Star (1951–54); NBL/NBA Championships (Chicago Gears[image: External link], 1947; Minneapolis Lakers[image: External link], 1948–50, 1952–54)
	[4]



	1959
	Schommer, JohnJohn Schommer
	G
	Big Ten Championships ( Chicago[image: External link], 1907–09); All-America (1907–09); Mythical U.S. championship (Chicago, 1908); officiated Big Ten games (1911–40)
	[5]



	1960
	Hanson, VicVic Hanson
	G
	Helms Foundation Championship ( Syracuse[image: External link], 1926); Helms Foundation Player of the Year (1927); Grantland Rice[image: External link]'s All-Time, All-America Team (1952); played with ABL's Cleveland Rosenblums[image: External link] (1927–30)
	[6]



	1960
	Macauley, EdEd Macauley
	C-F
	All-America (Saint Louis[image: External link], 1948–49); Associated Press College Player of the Year (1949); MVP, NIT championship team (1949); All-NBA First-Team (1951–53)
	[7]



	1960
	McCracken, BranchBranch McCracken
	F
	Led Indiana in scoring (1928–30); All-Big Ten First Team (1928–30); set the Big Ten record for points (147) as a senior (1930); Helms Foundation All-America (1930); Coach of the Year (1940, 1953)
	[8]



	1960
	Murphy, CharlesCharles Murphy
	C
	Big Ten co-championships ( Purdue[image: External link], 1928–29); Helms Foundation All-America (1929–30); set Big Ten scoring record of 143 points (1929); Big Ten Championship (1930)
	[9]



	1960
	Wooden, JohnJohn Wooden
	G
	Helms Foundation All-America ( Purdue[image: External link], 1930–32); Helms Foundation Player of the Year (1932); National championship (Purdue, 1932); All-NBL First Team (1938)
	[10]



	1961
	Borgmann, BennieBennie Borgmann
	G
	#1 scorer in the 1920s; earned fifteen scoring titles with various leagues (1922–35); led the Patterson Legionnaires and Kingston Colonials[image: External link] to league titles (1923); played in nearly 3,000 basketball games
	[11]



	1961
	DeBernardi, ForrestForrest DeBernardi
	C
	AAU championships (Kansas City Athletic Club[image: External link], 1921, Hillyard Shine Alls[image: External link], 1926–27, Cook Paint Company[image: External link], 1928–29); 7-time AAU All-America
	[12]



	1961
	Kurland, BobBob Kurland
	C
	All-America (1944–46); NCAA Championships (Oklahoma A&M[image: External link], 1945–46); Helms Foundation Player of the Year (1946); first 2-time Olympic Gold Medal winner (1948, 1952)
	[13]



	1961
	Phillip, AndyAndy Phillip
	G-F
	Consensus two-time All-America (1943, 1947); National College Player of the Year ( Illinois[image: External link], 1943); 5 championship finals (1947, 1955–58); 5-time BAA/NBA All-Star (1951–55)
	[14]



	1961
	Roosma, JohnJohn Roosma
	G
	3-time All-American selection at Army; 3-time All-Eastern selection at Army[image: External link]; led the Cadets to a 73–13 record and 33 consecutive wins; led Passaic High School[image: External link] to New Jersey State championships (1919–21)
	[15]



	1961
	Steinmetz, ChrisChris Steinmetz
	G
	Led Wisconsin National Championship Game (1905); Western championship (1905); charter member of Helms Foundation Hall of Fame; enshrined in Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame[image: External link]
	[16]



	1961
	Wachter, EdEd Wachter
	C
	Played 8 different leagues and with independent teams (1899–1924); Member Troy championship team in Hudson River (1910–11) and New York State Leagues (1912–13, 1915); credited by many with inventing the bounce pass[image: External link]; chosen All-America basketball center by leading basketball authorities of the era
	[17]



	1962
	McCracken, JackJack McCracken
	F
	Second place in National High School Tournament in Chicago (Classen High School, 1929); 8-time AAU All-America (1932, 1935, 1937–39, 1940, 1942, 1945); 3 AAU national titles (1937, 1939, 1942)
	[18]



	1962
	Page, PatPat Page
	G
	1 National AAU title (University of Chicago, 1907); 3 National championships (1908, 1909, 1910); Helms Foundation All-America (1908–10); Helms Foundation National Player of the Year (1910)
	[19]



	1962
	Sedran, BarneyBarney Sedran
	G
	Shortest player to be inducted in the Hall of Fame; 1 Hudson Valley League championship ( Newburgh[image: External link], 1912); Pennsylvania League championship and 35 straight wins with Carbondale (1917); 1 New York State League championship (Albany, 1921)
	[20]



	1962
	Thompson, JohnJohn Thompson[image: External link]
	F
	All-America (Montana State[image: External link], 1928–30); All-Rocky Mountain Conference (1928–30); led Montana State to Helms National Championship with 35–2 record (1929); Helms Foundation National Player of the Year (1930)
	[21]



	1963
	Gruenig, RobertRobert Gruenig[image: External link]
	C
	AAU All-America First-Team (1937–40, 1942–46, 1948); AAU championship (Denver Safeway, 1937; Denver Nuggets, 1939; Denver American Legion, 1942)
	[22]



	1964
	Foster, BudBud Foster
	F
	All-America (1930); Big Ten Conference titles (1935, 1941, 1947); NCAA Championship ( Wisconsin[image: External link], 1941)
	[23]



	1964
	Holman, NatNat Holman
	G
	Eastern League championships (1921–22); player-coach of the Original Celtics (1926–29); American Basketball League titles (Original Celtics, 1927–28); NCAA and NIT championships as coach of City College of New York[image: External link] (CCNY) (1950)
	[24]



	1964
	Russell, JohnJohn Russell
	G
	ABL championship as a player-coach (Cleveland Rosenblums[image: External link], 1926); Eastern League championship (Trenton Moose[image: External link], 1933); ABL championship (New York Jewels[image: External link], 1939); played in the Interstate, New York State, Pennsylvania State, Metropolitan, and American Basketball Leagues
	[25]



	1966
	Lapchick, JoeJoe Lapchick
	C
	Interstate League championship (Holyoke Reds, 1922); ABL championships (Original Celtics, 1927–28); American Basketball League titles (Cleveland Rosenblums, 1929–30); NIT championships as coach (St. John's[image: External link], 1943–44, 1959, 1965)
	[26]



	1969
	Dehnert, DutchDutch Dehnert
	F
	Famed member of the Original Celtics of New York in the 1920s, also a successful pro coach.
	[27]



	1970
	Davies, BobBob Davies
	G-F
	'The Harrisburg Houdini ', star ballhandling guard of the late 1940s and early 1950s. NBA All-Star for the Rochester Royals multiple times.
	[28]



	1971
	Cousy, BobBob Cousy
	G
	Major NBA star in the 1950s, ballhandling and passing wiz. Leader of the fast-breaking Boston Celtics, NBA champions multiple times. Later also a coach.
	[29]



	1971
	Pettit, BobBob Pettit
	F
	Star NBA big man of the late 1950s and early 1960s, NBA Most Valuable Player, led 1958 Hawks to NBA title. The first NBA player to net 20,000 career points.
	[30]



	1972
	Endacott, PaulPaul Endacott
	F
	Helms Athletic Foundation Championship with Kansas, 1923

Helms Athletic Foundation Player of the Year, 1923

All-Missouri Valley Conference First-Team, 1922, 1923

All-Missouri Valley Conference Second-Team, 1921
	[31]



	1972
	Friedman, MartyMarty Friedman
	G
	Hudson River Valley League championship with Newburgh Tenths, 1911–12

World Championship with Utica Utes, 1914

Pennsylvania Inter-County championship with Carbondale, 1915

New York State League championship with Albany Senators, 1919
	[32]



	1973
	Beckman, JohnJohn Beckman
	G
	"Iron Man" and "Babe Ruth[image: External link]" of basketball in the 1920s. Member of the Original Celtics. Won Interstate League championships with Patterson, Bridgeport Blue Ribbons and Nanticoke Nans
	[33]



	1973
	Schayes, DolphDolph Schayes
	F-C
	1950s NBA star for the Syracuse Nationals, led them to 1955 NBA title.
	[34]



	1974
	Schmidt, ErnestErnest Schmidt
	F
	Central Conference leading scorer, 1931, 1932, 1933

All-America by College Humor Magazine,1932

AAU star with Reno Creameries and the Denver Piggly Wiggly team

Second-Team AAU All-America, 1932
	[35]



	1975
	Brennan, JoeJoe Brennan
	G
	Metropolitan Basketball League championship with Brooklyn, 1922, 1924, 1925

National League championship with Brooklyn Visitations, 1927

Led Metropolitan Basketball League in scoring, 1922, 1927

Played in Eastern, New York State, Pennsylvania State, Interstate, Metropolitan, and American Basketball Leagues
	[36]



	1975
	Russell, BillBill Russell[image: External link]
	C
	Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1956[image: External link]

11× NBA Champion (1957, 1959–1966, 1968, 1969)

12× NBA All-Star(1958–1969)

5× NBA MVP (1958, '61, '62, '63, '65)

3× All-NBA First Team Selection (1959, 1963, 1965)

8× All-NBA Second Team Selection (1958, 1960–1962, 1964, 1966–1968)

1× NBA All-Defensive First Team Selection (1969)

50 Greatest Players in NBA History (1996)

NBA 35th Anniversary Team[image: External link] (1980)

NBA 25th Anniversary Team[image: External link] (1971)

FIBA Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2007)

	[37]



	1975
	Vandivier, RobertRobert Vandivier
	G
	State championships with Franklin High School, 1920–22

All-State at Franklin High School, 1920, 1921, 1922

Captain of The Wonder Five, Indiana's legendary high school team

All Mid-West at Franklin College, 1926
	[38]



	1976
	Gola, TomTom Gola
	G-F
	major college basketball star at LaSalle in the 1950s, then star 6' 6 guard -forward for the Philadelphia Warriors in late 1950s, early 1960s.
	[39]



	1976
	Krause, EdEd Krause
	C
	Helms Foundation All-America at Notre Dame, 1932

Consensus Collegiate All-America, 1932, 1933, 1934

All-Western Conference, 1932, 1933, 1934

One of the first college players in history to average over ten points a game in a season, 1932–33
	[40]



	1976
	Sharman, BillBill Sharman
	G
	Star 6' 2 shooter / scorer, played in California pro leagues, then for Boston Celtics in the 1950s. Later a successful coach, led Cleveland Pipers ( ABL ), and 1972 Los Angeles Lakers ( NBA ) to pro championships.
	[41]



	1977
	Baylor, ElginElgin Baylor
	F
	Gravity-defying star for the Minneapolis-Los Angeles Lakers in the 1960s. Singlehandedly carried the U. of Seattle to NCAA title game in 1958. Overcame racism in the playgrounds of Washington, D.C.
	[42]



	1977
	Gale, LaurenLauren Gale[image: External link]
	F
	All Pacific Coast Conference First-Team, 1938, 1939

Led Pacific Coast Conference in scoring, 1938, 1939

Helms Athletic Foundation All-America, 1939

NCAA Championship with Oregon, 1939
	[43]



	1977
	Johnson, WilliamWilliam Johnson
	C
	First Team Big Six Conference at Kansas, 1932, 1933

Second Team Big Six Conference, 1931

College Humor All-America, 1933

Second Team AAU All-America, 1934
	[44]



	1978
	Arizin, PaulPaul Arizin
	F
	Line drive shooter, scoring star at Villanova, then for the Philadelphia Warriors in the 1950s, 'Pitchin Paul'.
	[45]



	1978
	Fulks, JoeJoe Fulks
	F
	The first Philadelphia Warriors NBA star, high scoring 6' 5 forward of the 1940s, the first major star of The Basketball Association Of America, the league that became the NBA in 1949.
	[46]



	1978
	Hagan, CliffCliff Hagan[image: External link]
	F
	' Lil Abner ', remarkably tough 6' 5 forward, played college ball at Kentucky, star for the St. Louis Hawks, helped them win 1958 NBA title. Remarkable athlete, was player /coach for years, later played in the ABA in the late 1960s as well.
	[47]



	1978
	Pollard, JimJim Pollard
	F
	' Jumping Jim ', college star at Stanford, high leaping star forward for the Minneapolis Lakers in the 1950s, helped them win multiple championships.
	[48]



	1979
	Chamberlain, WiltWilt Chamberlain[image: External link]
	C
	4× NBA Most Valuable Player[image: External link] ( 1960[image: External link], 1966[image: External link]– 1968[image: External link])

2× NBA champion[image: External link] (1967, 1972[image: External link])

NBA Finals MVP[image: External link] ( 1972[image: External link])

13× NBA All-Star ( 1960[image: External link]– 1969[image: External link], 1971[image: External link]– 1973[image: External link])

NBA All-Star Game MVP ( 1960[image: External link])

7× All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1960– 1962[image: External link], 1964[image: External link], 1965–1968)

3× All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] ( 1963[image: External link], 1966, 1972[image: External link])

2× NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link] ( 1972[image: External link]– 1973[image: External link])

7× NBA scoring champion[image: External link] (1960–1966)

11× NBA rebounding champion[image: External link] (1960–1963, 1966– 1969[image: External link], 1971[image: External link]– 1973[image: External link])

NBA assists leader[image: External link] ( 1968[image: External link])
	[49]



	1980
	Lucas, JerryJerry Lucas[image: External link]
	F-C
	high school Ohio phenom, then led Ohio State to three NCAA Finals, star of 1960's USA Olympic team, all-pro big man for the Cincinnati Royals.
	[50]



	1980
	Robertson, OscarOscar Robertson
	PG
	NBA Champion (1971)

NBA Most Valuable Player[image: External link] (1964)

12× NBA All-Star (1961–1972)

9× All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1961–1969)

2× All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (1970–1971)

NBA Rookie of the Year(1961)

NBA 35th Anniversary Team[image: External link] (1980)

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link] (1996)

FIBA Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2009)

First and one of two NBA players to average a triple double in one full season (1962)
	[51]



	1980
	West, JerryJerry West
	G
	
College: Holder of 12 West Virginia University basketball[image: External link] all-time records; 2-time NCAA All-American; 1959 NCAA Championship[image: External link] appearance; 1959 NCAA Basketball Tournament Most Outstanding Player[image: External link].
NBA: One of the 50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link] (1996); NBA Champion[image: External link] (1972); NBA Finals MVP[image: External link] (1969), the only player in history to receive the honor while playing on the losing team; 10-times selected to the All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1962–'67, '70–'73); Twice voted to the All-NBA Second Team (1968, '69); 4-times voted to the NBA All-Defensive Team[image: External link] (1970–73); 14-time NBA All-Star (1961–'74); Selected an All-Star every year of his career; NBA All-Star MVP[image: External link] (1972); NBA 35th Anniversary Team[image: External link] (1980); Appeared in the NBA Finals nine times; Played his entire NBA career with the Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]; 3rd player in history to reach 25,000 points; 29.1 points per game career playoffs scoring average is second best behind Michael Jordan[image: External link].

Coaching: Never missed the playoffs as the coach of the Lakers; as general manager he is credited with creating the 1980s-era Lakers dynasty[image: External link] that won 4 NBA Championships and compiling the team that won 3 NBA Championships from 2000 to 2002; recipient of 1995 and 2004 NBA Executive of the Year Awards[image: External link].

Other: Olympic gold medalist[image: External link] (1960); The NBA league logo is modeled after West's silhouette.


	[52]



	1981
	Barlow, TomTom Barlow
	C
	Defeated Original Celtics and New York Rens as a member of Philadelphia SPHAS, 1926

Played in first professional game at the old Madison Square Garden

Played under Hall of Fame coach Eddie Gottlieb with Philadelphia SPHAS and Warriors

Known as basketball's first enforcer
	[53]



	1982
	Greer, HalHal Greer
	G
	consistent star scorer for the Philadelphia 76ers, NBA all-star
	[54]



	1982
	Martin, SlaterSlater Martin
	G
	star ball handler for the title-winning Minneapolis Lakers of the 1950s, then also the 1958 St. Louis Hawks.
	[55]



	1982
	Ramsey, FrankFrank Ramsey
	F-G
	star forward at Kentucky then for the Boston Celtics in the 1950s and 1960s.The first of Red Auerbach's ' Sixth Man ' stars.
	[56]



	1982
	Reed, WillisWillis Reed[image: External link]
	C
	star big man who starred at Grambling, then for the New York Knickerbockers. Led Knicks to 1970 NBA title. Later also a pro coach.
	[57]



	1983
	Bradley, BillBill Bradley
	F-G
	Three-time All-American at Princeton[image: External link] (1963–65); Olympic gold medal ( 1964[image: External link]); USBWA College Player of the Year[image: External link] (1965); NCAA Tournament MOP[image: External link] (1965); Sullivan Award[image: External link] as top amateur athlete in the U.S. (1965); Rhodes Scholar[image: External link]; European Champions Cup (now EuroLeague)[image: External link] title with Simmenthal Milan[image: External link] ( 1966[image: External link]); two NBA titles[image: External link] (New York Knicks[image: External link], 1970[image: External link], 1973[image: External link]); first player ever to win Olympic gold medal, EuroLeague title, and NBA title
	[58]



	1983
	DeBusschere, DaveDave DeBusschere
	F
	' Defensive Dave ', All-American for U. Of Detroit, then a NBA star for the Detroit Pistons and New York Knickerbockers. The youngest player / coach in NBA history for Detroit, age 24. Later, also commissioner of the ABA.
	[59]



	1983
	Twyman, JackJack Twyman
	F
	All-America at Cincinnati[image: External link] (1955); six-time NBA All-Star (1957–60, 1962–63); twice Second Team All-NBA (1960, 1962); among the NBA's top 15 scorers for eight seasons. Also known for serving as guardian of former teammate Maurice Stokes from his crippling head injury in 1958 until his death in 1970.
	[60]



	1984
	Havlicek, JohnJohn Havlicek[image: External link]
	F
	' Hondo ', legendary basketball athlete, ' Sixth Man ' star for the title-winning Boston Celtics, then star forward as starter. Played 17 years, scored over 25,000 NBA points.
	[61]



	1984
	Jones, SamSam Jones[image: External link]
	G
	Star shooting guard from small college in North Carolina

10× NBA champion (1959, 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964, 1965, 1966, 1968, 1969).
	[62]



	1985
	Cervi, AlAl Cervi
	G-F
	tough star guard for the Rochester Royals in the 1940s, then player / coach of Syracuse Nationals. Won championships with both teams.
	[63]



	1985
	Thurmond, NateNate Thurmond
	C-F
	' Great Nate ' star center for the San Francisco Warriors in the 1960s, known for his defensive intensity. Finished career with the Cleveland Cavaliers.
	[64]



	1986
	Cunningham, BillyBilly Cunningham
	F
	Star forward for the Philadelphia 76s, NBA All-Star ( 1969[image: External link], 1970[image: External link], 1971[image: External link], 1972[image: External link])

ABA All-Star ( 1973[image: External link])

NBA Champion (1967, 1983)

ABA MVP[image: External link] ( 1973[image: External link])
	[65]



	1986
	Heinsohn, TomTom Heinsohn
	F
	Star big forward at Holy Cross as collegian, then for Boston Celtics late 1950s, early 1960s. Also noted as President of NBA's player union.
	[66]



	1987
	Barry, RickRick Barry
	F
	NBA Champion (1975)

8× NBA All-Star (1966–1967, 1973–1978)

5× All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1966–1967, 1974–1976)

NBA Rookie of the Year (1966)

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link] (1996)
	[67]



	1987
	Frazier, WaltWalt Frazier[image: External link]
	G
	' Clyde ', legendary quick-handed star guard for the New York Knickerbockers in the 1970s.
	[68]



	1987
	Houbregs, BobBob Houbregs
	C-F
	Helms Foundation Player of the Year, 1953

All-America, 1953

All-Pacific Coast Conference[image: External link], 1951–1953

Led Washington to PCC titles, 1951–1953
	[69]



	1987
	Maravich, PetePete Maravich
	G
	' Pistol Pete ', Legendary scoring guard raised for early age to star in basketball. Scored 40 points per game at LSU as collegian, then starred for the Atlanta Hawks and New Orleans Jazz.
	[70]



	1987
	Wanzer, BobbyBobby Wanzer
	G
	NBA championship with Rochester Royals, 1951

Led the league in free-throw percentage, 90.4 in 1952

NBA All-Star, 1952–56

NBA Most Valuable Player, 1953
	[71]



	1988
	Lovellette, ClydeClyde Lovellette
	C-F
	Star big man of the 1950s, for Kansas as collegian, Phillips 66ers in the NIBL, then for four NBA teams.
	[72]



	1988
	McDermott, BobbyBobby McDermott
	G
	star scoring guard and player coach for the Fort Wayne Zollner Pistons during The Wars Years of the 1940s.
	[73]



	1988
	Unseld, WesWes Unseld
	C-F
	' Wide Wes ', star big man for the Baltimore Bullets in the late 1960s, early 1970s. Led them from last to first in his famed rookie season.
	[74]



	1989
	Gates, WilliamWilliam Gates
	F
	Two-time World Professional Tournament championship with New York Rens (1939) and Washington Bears (1943)

Played under Hall of Fame coach Bob Douglas

Only player to have appeared in all ten World Professional Tournaments.

First African-American player-coach in major leagues with the 1948–49 Dayton Rens of the NBL
	[75]



	1989
	Jones, K.C.K.C. Jones
	G
	NCAA championship with USF, 1955, 1956

U.S. Olympic Gold Medal, 1956[image: External link]

AAU All-America, 1957–58

NBA championships with Boston Celtics, 1959–66
	[76]



	1989
	Wilkens, LennyLenny Wilkens
	G
	Called ' Lefty ' as star passing /scoring guard player for St. Louis Hawks, Seattle SuperSonics and Cleveland Cavaliers. Then became outstanding pro coach for two of those teams. Had two Hall Of Fame careers, one as player, one as coach.
	[77]



	1990
	Bing, DaveDave Bing
	G
	All-America at Syracuse University, 1966

NBA All-Star, 1968–69, 1971–76

All-NBA First-Team, 1968, 1971

NBA 50th Anniversary All-Time Team, 1996
	[78]



	1990
	Hayes, ElvinElvin Hayes
	F-C
	' The Big E ', high leaping, scoring big man at U. Of Houston, then for San Diego-Houston Rockets. Later also starred for title-winning Washington Bullets in lengthy NBA career.
	[79]



	1990
	Johnston, NeilNeil Johnston
	C
	high scoring center at Ohio State as collegian, then for Philadelphia Warriors in the 1950s. Led the Warriors to 1955 NBA title.
	[80]



	1990
	Monroe, EarlEarl Monroe
	G
	' Earl The Pearl ', playground legend from Philadelphia, then crowd pleasing / scoring star for Baltimore Bullets and New York Knickerbockers.
	[81]



	1991
	Archibald, NateNate Archibald
	G
	NBA Champion (1981)

6× NBA All-Star (1973, 1975–1976, 1980–1982)

3× All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1973, 1975–1976 )

2× All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (1972, 1981)

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link] (1996)
	[82]



	1991
	Cowens, DaveDave Cowens
	C-F
	high intensity big man / center for the Boston Celtics, helped lead team to two NBA titles.
	[83]



	1991
	Gallatin, HarryHarry Gallatin
	F-C
	NBA All-Star, 1951–57

All-NBA First-Team, 1954

All-NBA Second-Team, 1955

NBA Coach of the Year with St. Louis, 1963
	[84]



	1992
	Belov, SergeiSergei Belov
	G
	First international player to be inducted

With the Soviet national team[image: External link];

4x EuroBasket[image: External link]  Gold: 1967[image: External link], 1969[image: External link], 1971[image: External link], 1979[image: External link]

EuroBasket MVP[image: External link] 1969

2x FIBA World Championship[image: External link]  Gold: 1967[image: External link], 1974[image: External link]

FIBA World Championship MVP[image: External link] 1970

Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1972[image: External link]

With CSKA Moscow[image: External link]; 11x USSR League[image: External link] champion: 1969, 1970, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1974, 1976, 1977, 1978, 1979, 1980

2x USSR Cup[image: External link] winner: 1972, 1973

2 EuroLeague[image: External link] champion 1969[image: External link], 1971[image: External link]

FIBA's 50 Greatest Players[image: External link] 1991

FIBA Hall of Fame[image: External link] 2007

50 Greatest EuroLeague Contributors[image: External link] 2008
	[85]



	1992
	Harris-Stewart, LusiaLusia Harris-Stewart
	C
	AIAW National Championship with Delta State, 1975–77

All-America at Delta State, 1975–77

Pan American Gold Medal, 1975

Olympic Silver Medal, 1976
	[86]



	1992
	Hawkins, ConnieConnie Hawkins
	F-C
	' The Hawk ' playground legend, high-gliding star big man from Brooklyn. Career marred by alleged point-shaving scandal. Nonetheless starred for Harlem Globetrotters, ABL-ABA Pittsburgh Pipers, which he led to the first ABA title in 1968.
	[87]



	1992
	Lanier, BobBob Lanier[image: External link]
	C
	All-America at St. Bonaventure University, 1968, 1969, 1970

NCAA Final Four, 1970

Eight-time NBA All-Star, 1972–75, 1977–79, 1982

NBA's Walter J. Kennedy Citizenship Award, 1978
	[88]



	1992
	White, NeraNera White
	F
	Led Nashville Business College to ten national AAU championships

Named Outstanding Player in national AAU tournaments ten times

MVP, World Championship, 1957–58

Led U.S. to World Championship, 1957–58
	[89]



	1993
	Bellamy, WaltWalt Bellamy
	C
	 Gold: 1960 United States men's Olympic basketball team

4x NBA-All Star (1962–1965)

NBA Rookie of the Year (1962)
	[90]



	1993
	Erving, JuliusJulius Erving[image: External link]
	F
	NBA Champion (1983)

2× ABA Champion (1974, 1976)

NBA MVP (1981)

3× ABA MVP (1974–1976)

11× NBA All-Star (1977–1987)

5× ABA All-Star (1972–1976)

5× All-NBA First Team (1978, 1980–1983)

50 Greatest Players in NBA History (1996)

	[91]



	1993
	Issel, DanDan Issel[image: External link]
	C-F
	Odds-defying star big man at Kentucky, then for ABA Kentucky Colonels, then for ABA/NBA Denver Nuggets in lengthy playing career. Later also coached Denver. Netted over 25,000 pro points.
	[92]



	1993
	McGuire, DickDick McGuire
	G
	NIT championship at St. John's, 1944

Helms Foundation All-America at St. John's, 1944

NCAA Final Four at Dartmouth, 1944

NBA All-Star, 1951, 1952, 1954–56, 1958–59
	[93]



	1993
	Meyers, AnnAnn Meyers
	G
	Olympic Silver Medal, 1976

All-America at UCLA, 1976–78

AIAW National Championship, 1978

Broderick Cup, symbolic of nation's outstanding female player, 1978
	[94]



	1993
	Murphy, CalvinCalvin Murphy
	G
	NBA All-Star (1979)

NBA All-Rookie First Team (1971)

J. Walter Kennedy Citizenship Award (1979)

2× Consensus NCAA All-American First Team (1969–1970)

Consensus NCAA All-American Second Team (1968)
	[95]



	1993
	Semjonova, UļjanaUļjana Semjonova[image: External link]
	C
	Unbeaten in international team competition in her 18-year career; two Olympic gold medals (1976, 1980); three World Championship[image: External link] gold medals (1971, 1975, 1983); 11 European Women's Championships[image: External link]; 16 European women's club championships; 15 Soviet club championships; member of the inaugural class of inductees to the Women's Basketball Hall of Fame[image: External link] in 1999; inducted into the FIBA Hall of Fame[image: External link] in 2007
	[96]



	1993
	Walton, BillBill Walton
	C-F
	2× NBA Champion (1977, 1986)

NBA Most Valuable Player[image: External link] (1978)

2× NBA All-Star (1977–1978)

NBA Finals MVP[image: External link] (1977 )

All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1977)

All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (1978 )

2× NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link] (1977–1978)

NBA Sixth Man of the Year[image: External link] (1986)

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link] (1996)
	[97]



	1994
	Blazejowski, CarolCarol Blazejowski
	G
	All-America at Montclair State, 1976–78

Led Montclair State to AIAW Final Four, 1976

Converse Women's Player of the Year, 1977

Gold medal, World University team, 1979
	[98]



	1994
	Jeannette, BuddyBuddy Jeannette
	G
	World Professional Tournament Championship with Detroit Eagles, 1941

World Professional Tournament MVP, 1941, 1945

All-NBL First-Team, 1941, 1944–46

All-BAA Second-Team, 1942
	[99]



	1995
	Abdul-Jabbar, KareemKareem Abdul-Jabbar[image: External link]
	C
	6× NBA Champion (1971, 1980, 1982, 1985, 1987–1988)

6× NBA Most Valuable Player[image: External link] (1971–1972, 1974, 1976–1977, 1980)

19× NBA All-Star (1970–1977, 1979–1989)

2× NBA Finals MVP[image: External link] (1971, 1985)

10× All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1971–1974, 1976–1977, 1980–1981, 1984, 1986)

5× All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (1970, 1978–1979, 1983, 1985)

5× NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link] (1974–1975, 1979–1981)

6× NBA All-Defensive Second Team[image: External link] (1970–1971, 1976–1978, 1984)

NBA Rookie of the Year (1970)

NBA All-Rookie Team[image: External link] (1970)

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link] (1996)

3× NCAA Men's Basketball Champion (1967–1969)

3× NCAA Basketball Tournament Most Outstanding Player (1967–1969)

Naismith College Player of the Year[image: External link] (1969)

2× USBWA College Player of the Year[image: External link] (1967–1968)
	[100] Leads NBA in All-Time Scoring



	1995
	Donovan, AnneAnne Donovan
	C
	AIAW Championship with Old Dominion University, 1979

All-America, 1981–83

NCAA Final Four with Old Dominion University, 1983

Naismith Player of the Year, 1983

Olympic Gold Medal (1984, 1988)
	[101]



	1995
	Mikkelsen, VernVern Mikkelsen
	F-C
	NAIA national championship at Hamline, 1949

All-America, 1949

Six-time NBA All-Star, 1951–53, 1955–57

NBA championships with Minneapolis Lakers, 1951–53, 1955
	[102]



	1995
	Miller, CherylCheryl Miller
	F
	NCAA Championship with Southern California, 1983, 1984

NCAA tournament MVP, 1983

Naismith Player of the Year, 1984–86

Olympic Gold Medal, 1984
	[103]



	1996
	Cosic, KresimirKrešimir Ćosić
	C
	2x EuroBasket MVP[image: External link]: 1971[image: External link], 1975[image: External link]

2x FIBA World Championship[image: External link]  Gold: 1970[image: External link], 1978[image: External link]

3x EuroBasket[image: External link]  Gold: 1973[image: External link], 1975[image: External link], 1977[image: External link]

Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1980[image: External link]

Croatian Sportsman of the Year[image: External link] 1980

FIBA's 50 Greatest Players[image: External link] 1991

National Collegiate Basketball Hall of Fame[image: External link] 2006

FIBA Hall of Fame[image: External link] 2007

50 Greatest EuroLeague Contributors[image: External link] 2008
	[104]



	1996
	Gervin, GeorgeGeorge Gervin[image: External link]
	G
	9x NBA All-Star (1977–1985)

NBA All-Star Game MVP (1980)

5x All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1978–1982)

2x All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (1977, 1983)

3x ABA All-Star (1974–1976)

2x All-ABA Second Team (1975–1976)

ABA All-Rookie Team (1973)

ABA All-Time Team[image: External link]

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link] (1996)
	[105]



	1996
	Goodrich, GailGail Goodrich
	G
	NBA Champion (1972)

5x NBA All-Star (1969, 1972–1975)
	[106]



	1996
	Lieberman, NancyNancy Lieberman
	G
	All-America at Old Dominion, 1978, 1979, 1980

Olympic Silver Medal, 1976

Pan American Gold Medal, 1975

Became first female player in history to play in a men's league with the USBL Springfield Fame, 1986
	[107]



	1996
	Thompson, DavidDavid Thompson
	G-F
	4× NBA All-Star (1977–1979, 1983)

ABA All-Star (1976)

2× All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1977, 1978)

NBA All-Star Game MVP (1979)

ABA All-Star Game MVP (1976)

All-ABA Second Team (1976)

ABA Rookie of the Year (1976)

ABA All-Rookie First Team (1976)

Naismith College Player of the Year (1975)

Adolph Rupp Trophy (1975)

ABA All-Time Team[image: External link]
	[108]



	1996
	Yardley, GeorgeGeorge Yardley
	F-G
	' Jumping George ', high-leaping star scoring forward at Stanford as collegian, then for the Fort Wayne – Detroit Pistons in the 1950s.
	[109]



	1997
	Crawford, JoanJoan Crawford
	C
	Gold Medals in 1957 FIBA World Championship and 1959 & 1963 Pan American Games for Women's Basketball. 2x AAU Most Valuable Player. AAU Hall of Fame in 1961. Helms Hall of Fame in 1967. Women's Basketball Hall of Fame[image: External link] in 1999.
	[110]



	1997
	Curry, DeniseDenise Curry
	F
	Gold Medals in 1979 & 1983 FIBA World Championship, 1983 Pan American Games and 1984 Olympics for Women's Basketball. UCLA Athletics Hall of Fame in 1994. Women's Basketball Hall of Fame[image: External link] in 1999.
	[111]



	1997
	English, AlexAlex English
	F
	8× NBA All-Star (1982–1989)

3x All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (1982–1983, 1986)

J. Walter Kennedy Citizenship Award[image: External link] (1988)

NBA Scoring Champion[image: External link] (1983)
	[112]



	1997
	Howell, BaileyBailey Howell[image: External link]
	F
	2× NBA Champion (1968–1969)

6× NBA All-Star (1961–1964, 1966–1967)

All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (1963)
	[113]



	1998
	Bird, LarryLarry Bird[image: External link]
	F
	Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1992[image: External link]

3× NBA Champion (1981, 1984, 1986)

3× NBA Most Valuable Player[image: External link] (1984–1986)

12× NBA All-Star (1980–1988, 1990–1992)

2× NBA Finals MVP[image: External link] (1984, 1986)

9× All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1980–1988)

All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (1990)

3× NBA All-Defensive Second Team[image: External link] (1982–1984)

NBA Rookie of the Year (1980)

NBA All-Rookie Team[image: External link] (1980)

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link] (1996)

Member of the "Dream Team" inducted as a unit in 2010
	[114]



	1998
	Haynes, MarquesMarques Haynes
	G
	Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link]' premiere ball handler
	[115]



	1998
	Risen, ArnieArnie Risen
	C
	2× NBA Champion (1951, 1957)

4× NBA All-Star (1952–55)

9× All-BAA Second Team[image: External link] (1949)
	[116]



	1999
	McHale, KevinKevin McHale
	F
	3× NBA Champion (1981, 1984, 1986)

7× NBA All-Star (1984, 1986–1991)

2× NBA Sixth Man of the Year[image: External link] (1984–1985)

All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1987)

3× NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link] (1986–1988)

3× NBA All-Defensive Second Team[image: External link] (1983, 1990–1991)

NBA All-Rookie Team[image: External link] (1981)

Pan American Games[image: External link]  Gold: 1979[image: External link]

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link] (1996)
	[117]



	2000
	McAdoo, BobBob McAdoo
	C-F
	2× NBA Champion (1982, 1985)

NBA Most Valuable Player[image: External link] ( 1975[image: External link])

2x FIBA European Champions Cup[image: External link] (EuroLeague) champion ( 1987[image: External link], 1988[image: External link])

EuroLeague Final Four MVP[image: External link] ( 1988[image: External link])

5× NBA All-Star (1974–1978)

All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1975)

All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (1974)

NBA Rookie of the Year (1973)

NBA All-Rookie Team[image: External link] (1973)
	[118]



	2000
	Thomas, IsiahIsiah Thomas
	G
	2× NBA Champion (1989–1990)

12× NBA All-Star (1982–1993)

NBA Finals MVP[image: External link] (1990)

3× All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1984–1986)

2× All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (1983, 1987)

3× NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link] (1986–1988)

NBA All-Rookie Team[image: External link] (1982)

USA Basketball Male Athlete of the Year (1980)

Pan American Games[image: External link]  Gold: 1979[image: External link]

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link] (1996)
	[119]



	2001
	Malone, MosesMoses Malone
	C
	NBA Champion (1983)

3× NBA Most Valuable Player[image: External link] (1979, 1982–1983)

13× NBA All-Star (1975, 1978–1989)

NBA Finals MVP[image: External link] (1983)

4× All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1979, 1982–1983, 1985)

4× All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (1980–1981, 1984, 1987)

NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link] (1983)

NBA All-Defensive Second Team[image: External link] (1979)

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link] (1996)
	[120]



	2002
	Johnson, MagicMagic Johnson[image: External link]
	G
	Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1992[image: External link]

NCAA Champion[image: External link] (Michigan State[image: External link], 1979[image: External link])

NCAA Tournament Most Outstanding Player[image: External link]

12× NBA All-Star[121] (1979)

5× NBA Champion (1980,1982,1985,1987,1988)

3× NBA Finals MVP (1980, 1982, 1987)

3× NBA MVP (1987,1989,1990)

9× All-NBA First Team[image: External link]

Member of the "Dream Team" inducted as a unit in 2010

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link] (1996)
	[122]



	2002
	Petrović, DraženDražen Petrović
	G
	FIBA World Championship[image: External link]  Gold: 1990[image: External link]

EuroBasket[image: External link]  Gold: 1989[image: External link]

3× Olympic Medalist ( Silver silver, SFR Yugoslavia[image: External link], 1988[image: External link], Croatia[image: External link], 1992[image: External link];  Bronze bronze, SFR Yugoslavia, 1984[image: External link])

2× EuroLeague[image: External link] champion ( 1985[image: External link], 1986[image: External link])

2× European Cup Winners Cup[image: External link] Winner ( 1987[image: External link], 1989[image: External link])

FIBA World Championship MVP[image: External link] (1986)

EuroBasket MVP[image: External link] (1989)

4× Euroscar[image: External link] (1986, 1989, 1992, 1993)

2× Mr. Europa[image: External link] (1986, 1993)

FIBA's 50 Greatest Players[image: External link] in 1991

All-NBA Third Team[image: External link] (1993)

FIBA Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2007)
	[123]



	2003
	Meneghin, DinoDino Meneghin
	C
	EuroBasket[image: External link]  Gold: 1983[image: External link]

Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Silver: 1980[image: External link]

7× EuroLeague[image: External link] champion ( 1970[image: External link], 1972[image: External link], 1973[image: External link], 1975[image: External link], 1976[image: External link], 1987[image: External link], 1988[image: External link])

2× European Cup Winners' Cup[image: External link] Winner ( 1967[image: External link], 1980[image: External link])

Korać Cup[image: External link] Winner ( 1985[image: External link])

Euroscar[image: External link] (1983)

2× Mr. Europa[image: External link] (1980, 1983)

12x Italian League[image: External link] Champion (1969, 1970, 1971, 1973, 1974, 1977, 1978, 1982, 1985, 1986, 1987, 1989)

6x Italian Cup[image: External link] Winner (1969, 1970, 1971, 1973, 1986, 1987)

FIBA's 50 Greatest Players[image: External link] in 1991

Italian Basketball Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2006)

50 Greatest EuroLeague Contributors[image: External link] (2008)

FIBA Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2010)
	[124]



	2003
	Parish, RobertRobert Parish[image: External link]
	C
	4× NBA Champion (1981, 1984, 1986, 1997)

9× NBA All-Star (1981–1987, 1990–1991)

All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (1982)

All-NBA Third Team[image: External link] (1987)

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link] (1996)
	[125]



	2003
	Worthy, JamesJames Worthy
	F
	3× NBA Champion (1985, 1987–1988)

9× NBA All-Star (1986–1992)

NBA Finals MVP[image: External link] (1988)

2× All-NBA Third Team[image: External link] (1990–1991)

NBA All-Rookie Team[image: External link] (1983)

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link] (1996)
	[126]



	2004
	Dalipagić, DraženDražen Dalipagić
	F
	FIBA World Championship[image: External link]  Gold: 1978[image: External link]

3× EuroBasket[image: External link]  Gold: 1973[image: External link], 1975[image: External link], 1977[image: External link]

Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1980[image: External link]

FIBA Korać Cup[image: External link] Winner ( 1978[image: External link])

FIBA World Cup MVP[image: External link] ( 1978[image: External link])

EuroBasket MVP[image: External link] ( 1977[image: External link])

2× Mr. Europa[image: External link] (1977, 1978)

The Best Athlete of Yugoslavia[image: External link] (1978)

Yugoslav Sportsman of the Year[image: External link] (1978)

Euroscar[image: External link] (1980)

FIBA's 50 Greatest Players[image: External link] in 1991

FIBA Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2007)
	[127]



	2004
	Drexler, ClydeClyde Drexler
	G
	1× NBA Champion (Houston Rockets, 1995)

Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1992[image: External link]

10× NBA All-Star (1986, 1988–1993, 1994, 1996, 1997)

1× All-NBA First Team Selection (1992)

2× All-NBA Second Team Selection (1988, 1991)

2× All-NBA Third Team Selection (1990, 1995)

member of the "Dream Team" inducted as a unit in 2010

50 Greatest Players in NBA History (1996)
	[128]



	2004
	Stokes, MauriceMaurice Stokes
	F-C
	3× NBA All-Star(1956–58)

3× All-NBA Second Team Selection (1956–58)

NBA Rookie of the Year (1956)
	[129]



	2004
	Woodard, LynetteLynette Woodard
	G
	Gold Medalist in 1984 Olympics and 1990 FIBA World Championship for Women. Inducted to Women's Basketball Hall of Fame[image: External link] in 2005.
	[130]



	2005
	Marcari, Hortencia de FatimaHortencia de Fatima Marcari
	G
	First played on the Brazil national team[image: External link] at age 15; gold medals at the 1991 Pan American Games and 1994 FIBA World Championship for Women; silver medal at the 1996 Olympics; four wins in the South American Championships; inducted into the Women's Basketball Hall of Fame[image: External link] in 2002 and the FIBA Hall of Fame[image: External link] in 2007
	[131]



	2006
	Barkley, CharlesCharles Barkley
	F
	2x Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1992[image: External link], 1996[image: External link]

NBA Most Valuable Player[image: External link] (1993)

FIBA Americas Championship[image: External link]  Gold: 1992[image: External link]

11× NBA All-Star (1987–1997)

5× All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1988–1991, 1993)

5× All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (1986–1987, 1992, 1994–1995)

All-NBA Third Team[image: External link] (1996)

NBA All-Rookie Team[image: External link] (1985)

NBA All-Star Game MVP (1991)

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link] (1996)

member of the "Dream Team" inducted as a unit in 2010
	[132]



	2006
	Dumars, JoeJoe Dumars[image: External link]
	G
	2× NBA Champion[image: External link] (1989–1990)

NBA Finals MVP[image: External link] (1989)

6× NBA All-Star (1990–1993, 1995, 1997)

All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (1993)

2× All-NBA Third Team[image: External link] (1990–1991)

4× NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link] (1989–1990, 1992–1993)

NBA All-Defensive Second Team[image: External link] (1991)

NBA All-Rookie Team[image: External link] (1986)

FIBA Basketball World Cup[image: External link]  Gold: ( 1994[image: External link])
	[133]



	2006
	Wilkins, DominiqueDominique Wilkins
	F
	EuroLeague[image: External link] Champion ( 1996[image: External link])

9× NBA All Star[image: External link] (1986–1994)

NBA scoring champion[image: External link] (1986)

All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1986)

4× All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (1987–1988, 1991, 1993)

2× All-NBA Third Team[image: External link] (1989, 1994)

Greek Cup[image: External link] Winner (1996)

Greek Cup MVP[image: External link] (1996)

EuroLeague Final Four MVP[image: External link] ( 1996[image: External link])

NBA All-Rookie Team[image: External link] (1983)

FIBA Basketball World Cup[image: External link]  Gold: ( 1994[image: External link])
	[134]



	2008
	Dantley, AdrianAdrian Dantley
	F
	6× NBA All-Star (1980–1982, 1984–1986)

2× All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (1981,1984)

NBA Rookie of the Year (1977)

NBA All-Rookie First Team[image: External link] (1977)
	[135]



	2008
	Ewing, PatrickPatrick Ewing[image: External link]
	C
	2× Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1984[image: External link], 1992[image: External link]

FIBA Americas Championship[image: External link]  Gold: 1992[image: External link]

11× NBA All-Star (1986, 1988–1997)

All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1990)

6× All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (1988–1989, 1991–1993, 1997)

3× NBA All-Defensive Second Team[image: External link] (1988–1989, 1992)

NBA Rookie of the Year (1986)

NBA All-Rookie First Team[image: External link] (1986)

NCAA Men's Basketball[image: External link] Champion (1984)

NCAA Basketball Tournament Most Outstanding Player[image: External link] (1984)

Naismith College Player of the Year[image: External link] (1985)

Adolph Rupp Trophy[image: External link] (1985)

Member of the "Dream Team" inducted as a unit in 2010

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link]
	[136]



	2008
	Olajuwon, HakeemHakeem Olajuwon
	C
	2× NBA Champion[image: External link] (1994, 1995)

Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1996[image: External link]

NBA MVP[image: External link] (1994)

12× NBA All-Star (1985–1990, 1992–1997)

2× NBA Finals MVP[image: External link] (1994, 1995)

2× NBA Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link] (1993–1994)

6× All-NBA First Team[image: External link] Selection (1987–1989, 1993–1994, 1997)

3× All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] Selection (1986, 1990, 1996)

3× All-NBA Third Team[image: External link] Selection (1991, 1995, 1999)

5× NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link] Selection (1987–1988, 1990, 1993–1994)

4× NBA All-Defensive Second Team[image: External link] Selection (1985, 1991, 1996–1997)

2x NBA rebounding leader[image: External link] ( 1989[image: External link], 1990[image: External link])

3× NBA blocks leader[image: External link] ( 1990[image: External link], 1991[image: External link], 1993[image: External link])

NBA All-Rookie Team[image: External link] (1985)

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link]

FIBA Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2016)
	[137]



	2009
	Jordan, MichaelMichael Jordan[image: External link]
	G
	6× NBA Champion (1991–1993, 1996–1998)

5× NBA MVP[image: External link] (1988, 1991–92, 1996, 1998)

14× NBA All-Star (1985–1993, 1996–1998, 2002–2003)

6× NBA Finals MVP[image: External link] (all-time record)(1991–93, 1996–98)

10× All-NBA First Team[image: External link] Selection (1987–1993, 1996–1998)

9× NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link] Selection (1988–1993, 1996–1998)

1× NBA Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link] (1988)

NBA All-Rookie First Team (1985)

NBA Rookie of the Year (1985)

10× NBA Season Scoring Title (all-time record)(1987–1993, 1996–1998)

3× NBA Season Steals Leader (1988, 1990, 1993)

NCAA Men's Basketball[image: External link] Champion (1982)

Naismith Award (1984)

2× Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1984[image: External link], 1992[image: External link]

FIBA Americas Championship[image: External link]  Gold: 1992[image: External link]

Pan American Games[image: External link]  Gold: 1983[image: External link]

2× USA Basketball Male Athlete of the Year (1983, 1984)

Member of the "Dream Team" inducted as a unit in 2010

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link]

FIBA Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2015)
	[138]



	2009
	Robinson, DavidDavid Robinson
	C
	2× NBA Champion (1999, 2003)

1× NBA MVP[image: External link] (1995)

10× NBA All-Star (1990–96, 1998, 2000–01)

4× All-NBA First Team[image: External link] Selection (1991–92, 1995–96)

2× All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] Selection (1994, 1998)

4× All-NBA Third Team[image: External link] Selection (1990, 1993, 2000–01)

1× NBA Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link] (1992)

4× NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link] Selection (1991–92, 1995–96)

4× NBA All-Defensive Second Team[image: External link] Selection (1990, 1993–94, 1998)

NBA Rookie of the Year (1990)

NBA All-Rookie First Team[image: External link] (1990)

3× Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1992[image: External link], 1996[image: External link]  Bronze: 1988[image: External link]

FIBA Basketball World Cup[image: External link]  Gold: ( 1986[image: External link])

Pan American Games[image: External link]  Silver: 1987[image: External link]

USA Basketball Male Athlete of the Year (1986)

Member of the "Dream Team" inducted as a unit in 2010

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link] (1996)

FIBA Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2013)
	[139]



	2009
	Stockton, JohnJohn Stockton[image: External link]
	G
	10× NBA All-Star (1989–1997, 2000)

2× All-NBA First Team[image: External link] Selection

6× All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] Selection

3× All-NBA Third Team[image: External link] Selection

5× NBA All-Defensive Second Team[image: External link] Selection

2× Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1992[image: External link], 1996[image: External link]

Member of the "Dream Team" inducted as a unit in 2010

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link]

All-time leader in assists

All-time leader in steals
	[140]



	2010
	Cooper-Dyke, CynthiaCynthia Cooper-Dyke
	G
	2× NCAA Champion[image: External link] ( USC[image: External link], 1983[image: External link], 1984[image: External link])

Olympic gold medal ( 1988[image: External link])

4× WNBA Champion (Houston Comets[image: External link], 1997–2000)

2× WNBA MVP[image: External link] (1997, 1998)

3× WNBA All-Star (1999, 2000, 2003)

3× WNBA Scoring Leader (1997–1999)
	[141]



	2010
	Johnson, DennisDennis Johnson
	G
	5× NBA All-Star (1979–82, 1985)

All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1979), NBA Finals MVP[image: External link] (1979)

6× NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link] (1979–83, 1987)

3× NBA Champion (Seattle SuperSonics[image: External link], 1979; Boston Celtics[image: External link], 1984, 1986)
	[142]



	2010
	Johnson, GusGus Johnson
	F
	5× NBA All-Star (1965, 1968–71)

4× All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (1965–66, 1970–71)

2× NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link] (1970–71)

NBA All-Rookie First Team[image: External link] (1964)

ABA Champion (Indiana Pacers[image: External link], 1973)
	[143]



	2010
	Malone, KarlKarl Malone
	F
	14× NBA All-Star (1988–1998, 2000–2002)

2× NBA MVP[image: External link] (1997, 1999)

11× All-NBA First Team[image: External link] Selection (1989–1999)

2× All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] Selection (1988, 2000)

1× All-NBA Third Team[image: External link] Selection (2001)

3× NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link] Selection (1997–1999)

1× NBA All-Defensive Second Team[image: External link] Selection (1988)

NBA All-Rookie Team[image: External link] (1986)

2× NBA All-Star MVP[image: External link] (1989, 1993)

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link] (1996)

2× Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1992[image: External link], 1996[image: External link]

Member of the "Dream Team" inducted as a unit in 2010
	[144]

[145]



	2010
	Maciel, Ubiratan PereiraUbiratan Pereira Maciel
	C
	Known as O Rei (The King) in his homeland of Brazil; represented Brazil[image: External link] in four Summer Olympics[image: External link], winning a bronze medal in 1964[image: External link]; gold medalist at 1963 FIBA World Championship[image: External link] and 1971 Pan American Games[image: External link]; 5-time gold medalist at the South American Championship[image: External link] ( 1963[image: External link], 1968[image: External link], 1971[image: External link], 1973[image: External link], 1977[image: External link]);

5x Brazilian League[image: External link] champion (1965, 1966, 1969, 1977, 1981)

FIBA Order of Merit[image: External link] (1994)

FIBA's 50 Greatest Players[image: External link] in 1991

FIBA Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2009)
	[146]



	2010
	Pippen, ScottieScottie Pippen[image: External link]
	F
	6× NBA Champion (1991–1993, 1996–1998)

7× NBA All-Star (1990, 1992–1997)

1× NBA All-Star Game MVP (1994)

3× All-NBA First Team[image: External link] Selection (1994–1996)

2× All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] Selection (1992, 1997)

2× All-NBA Third Team[image: External link] Selection (1993, 1998)

8× NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link] Selection (1992–1999)

2× NBA All-Defensive Second Team[image: External link] Selection (1991, 2000)

50 Greatest Players in NBA History[image: External link] (1996)

2× Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1992[image: External link], 1996[image: External link]

USA Basketball Male Athlete of the Year (1996)

Member of the "Dream Team" inducted as a unit in 2010
	[147]



	2011
	Rodman, DennisDennis Rodman
	F
	5× NBA Champion (1989–1990, 1996–1998)

2× NBA Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link] (1990–1991)

2× NBA All-Star (1990, 1992)

2× All-NBA Third Team[image: External link] (1992, 1995)

7× NBA All-Defensive First Team[image: External link] (1989–1993, 1995–1996)

NBA All-Defensive Second Team[image: External link] (1994)

7× NBA Rebounding Champion[image: External link] (1991–98)
	[148]



	2011
	Mullin, ChrisChris Mullin
	F
	5× NBA All-Star (1989–1993)

All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1992)

2× All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (1989, 1991)

All-NBA Third Team[image: External link] (1990)

2× Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1984[image: External link], 1992[image: External link]

Pan American Games[image: External link]  Gold: 1983[image: External link]

Member of the "Dream Team" inducted as a unit in 2010

1x USBWA College Player of the Year[image: External link] (1985)

John R. Wooden Award[image: External link] (1985)
	[149]



	2011
	Sabonis, ArvydasArvydas Sabonis
	C
	3× Summer Olympic[image: External link] Medalist ( Gold, USSR[image: External link], 1988[image: External link];  Bronze, Lithuania[image: External link], 1992[image: External link] and 1996[image: External link])

2x FIBA Basketball World Cup[image: External link] medalist  Gold: 1982[image: External link]  Silver: 1986[image: External link]

4x EuroBasket[image: External link] medalist  Gold: 1985[image: External link]  Silver: 1995[image: External link],  Bronze: 1983[image: External link], 1989[image: External link]

EuroBasket MVP[image: External link] (1985)

2× Spanish ACB League MVP[image: External link] (1994, 1995)

2× Spanish ACB League Finals MVP[image: External link] (1993, 1994)

EuroLeague Final Four MVP[image: External link] ( 1995[image: External link])

NBA All-Rookie First Team[image: External link] (1996)

EuroLeague Regular Season and Top 16 MVP[image: External link] (regular season and Top 16 phases, 2004[image: External link])

6× Euroscar[image: External link] (1984, 1985, 1988, 1995, 1997, 1999)

2× Mr. Europa[image: External link] (1985, 1997)

FIBA's 50 Greatest Players[image: External link] in 1991

50 Greatest EuroLeague Contributors[image: External link] (2008)

FIBA Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2010)
	[150]



	2011
	Gilmore, ArtisArtis Gilmore
	C
	ABA All-Time Team (1997)

ABA MVP (1972)

ABA Rookie of the Year (1972)

5× ABA All-Star (1972–76)

5× All-ABA First Team (1972–76)

5× ABA All-Defensive First Team (1972–76)

ABA All-Star Game MVP (1974)

ABA Playoff MVP (1975)

6× NBA All-Star (1978, 1979, 1981–83, 1986)

NBA All-Defensive Second Team[image: External link] (1978)

NBA career leader in field goal percentage
	[151]



	2011
	Edwards, TeresaTeresa Edwards
	G
	5× Olympic Medalist (gold, 1984, 1988, 1996, 2000; bronze, 1992)

Inductee, Women's Basketball Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2010)

NCAA Silver Anniversary Award[image: External link] (2011)
	[152]



	2011
	Tatum, GooseGoose Tatum[image: External link]
	F
	Member of the Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link] inducted as a unit in 2002
	[153]



	2012
	Daniels, MelMel Daniels
	C
	ABA Rookie of the Year[image: External link] (1968)

2× ABA Most Valuable Player (1969, 1971)

3× ABA champion (Indiana Pacers[image: External link], 1970, 1972, 1973)

7× ABA All-Star
	[154]



	2012
	McClain, KatrinaKatrina McClain
	F
	2× Kodak All-America ( Georgia[image: External link], 1986, 1987)

WBCA[image: External link] Player of the Year (1987)

2× Olympic gold medalist with Team USA[image: External link] ( 1988[image: External link], 1996[image: External link])

2× World Championship[image: External link] gold medalist ( 1986[image: External link], 1990[image: External link])

2× USA Basketball[image: External link] Female Athlete of the Year
	[154]



	2012
	Miller, ReggieReggie Miller
	G
	Retired with the most three-point field goals in NBA history (2,560)

5× NBA All-Star

3× All-NBA Third Team

J. Walter Kennedy Citizenship Award[image: External link] (2004)

FIBA Basketball World Cup[image: External link]  Gold: 1994[image: External link]

Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1996[image: External link]

USA Basketball Male Athlete of the Year (2002)
	[155]



	2012
	Sampson, RalphRalph Sampson
	C
	3× Naismith Award[image: External link] ( Virginia[image: External link], 1981, 1982, 1983)

2× Wooden Award[image: External link] (1982, 1983)

3× consensus first-team All-American (1981–1983)

4x NBA All-Star

NBA All-Star Game MVP (1985)
	[156]



	2012
	Walker, ChetChet Walker[image: External link]
	F
	Consensus first-team All-America ( Bradley[image: External link], 1962)

NBA All-Rookie Team ( 1963[image: External link])

7× NBA All-Star

NBA champion (Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link], 1967[image: External link])
	[157]



	2012
	Wilkes, JamaalJamaal Wilkes
	F
	3× Academic All-America ( UCLA[image: External link], 1972, 1973, 1974)

Consensus first-team All-American (1974)

NBA Rookie of the Year ( 1975[image: External link])

3× NBA All-Star

4× NBA champion (Golden State Warriors[image: External link], 1975[image: External link]; Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link], 1980[image: External link], 1982[image: External link], 1985[image: External link])
	[158]



	2013
	Brown, RogerRoger Brown
	G-F
	ABA Playoffs MVP ( 1970[image: External link])

4× ABA All-Star

All-ABA First Team ( 1971[image: External link])

3× ABA champion (Indiana Pacers[image: External link], 1970[image: External link], 1972[image: External link], 1973[image: External link])
	[159]



	2013
	King, BernardBernard King
	F
	4× NBA All Star

2× All-NBA First Team

NBA top scorer (1985)

NBA All-Rookie Team
	[160]



	2013
	Payton, GaryGary Payton
	G
	NBA champion (Miami Heat[image: External link], 2006[image: External link])

9× NBA All-Star

2× All-NBA First Team

NBA Defensive Player of the Year

9× NBA All-Defensive First Team

NBA steals leader

2× Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1996[image: External link], 2000[image: External link]

2x FIBA Americas Championship[image: External link]  Gold (1999),  Silver (1989)
	[160]



	2013
	Guerin, RichieRichie Guerin
	G
	6× NBA All-Star

3× All-NBA Second Team
	[160]



	2013
	Staley, DawnDawn Staley
	G
	2× Naismith Award[image: External link] ( Virginia[image: External link], 1991, 1992)

6× WNBA All-Star

2× ABL[image: External link] All-Star

3x Olympic Gold Medalist (1996, 2000, 2004)
	[160]



	2013
	Schmidt, OscarOscar Schmidt
	F
	All-time Top Scorer in FIBA World Cup basketball history[image: External link]

All-time Top Scorer in Summer Olympic Games history[image: External link]

3× Summer Olympic Games[image: External link] Top Scorer ( 1988[image: External link], 1992[image: External link], 1996[image: External link])

1× FIBA World Cup Top Scorer[image: External link] ( 1990[image: External link])

16× Top Scorer in national domestic leagues (8x in Brazil[image: External link], 7x in Italy[image: External link], 1x in Spain[image: External link])

Gold Medalist at the Pan American Games[image: External link] ( 1987[image: External link])

Longest professional career for a basketball player (29 years)

FIBA's 50 Greatest Players[image: External link] (1991)

FIBA Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2010)

Italian Basketball Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2017)
	[160]



	2014
	Marčiulionis, ŠarūnasŠarūnas Marčiulionis
	G
	3× Summer Olympics[image: External link] medalist ( Gold with the Soviet Union[image: External link] in 1988[image: External link],  Bronze with Lithuania[image: External link] in 1992[image: External link] and 1996[image: External link])

3x EuroBasket[image: External link] medalist  Silver: 1987[image: External link], 1995[image: External link],  Bronze: 1989[image: External link]

EuroBasket MVP[image: External link] ( 1995[image: External link])

Mr. Europa[image: External link] (1988)

4× Lithuanian Sportsman of the Year[image: External link] (1987, 1989, 1990, 1991)

FIBA's 50 Greatest Players[image: External link] (1991)

Pioneer of European players in the NBA[image: External link]

Resurrected the Lithuania national team[image: External link] after Lithuania's return to independence in 1990[image: External link]

Founder of the top-tier level Lithuanian League, the LKL[image: External link]

FIBA Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2015)
	[161]



	2014
	Mourning, AlonzoAlonzo Mourning[image: External link]
	C
	Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 2000[image: External link]

2x FIBA Basketball World Cup[image: External link] medalist  Gold: 1994[image: External link]  Bronze: 1990[image: External link]

Consensus First Team All-American ( Georgetown[image: External link], 1992)

Consensus Second Team All-American (1990)

Third-team All-American – NABC (1991)

7× NBA All-Star (1994–1997, 2000–2002)

All-NBA First Team (1999)

All-NBA Second Team (2000)

2× NBA Defensive Player of the Year[image: External link] (1999, 2000)

2× NBA All-Defensive First Team (1999–2000)

2× NBA blocks leader (1999–2000)

NBA All-Rookie First Team (1993)

J. Walter Kennedy Citizenship Award (2002)

NBA champion (Miami Heat[image: External link], 2006[image: External link])
	[162]



	2014
	Richmond, MitchMitch Richmond
	G
	6× NBA All-Star

NBA Rookie of the Year (1988)

3× All-NBA second team

NBA Champion (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link], 2002[image: External link])

2× Olympic medalist with Team USA ( Bronze in 1988[image: External link],  Gold in 1996[image: External link])
	[163]



	2014
	Rodgers, GuyGuy Rodgers
	G
	3× MVP in the Philadelphia Big 5[image: External link]

Consensus First Team All-American ( Temple[image: External link], 1958)

Consensus Second Team All-American (1957)

NCAA All-Tournament Team (1958)

4× NBA All-Star

2× NBA assists leader
	[164]



	2015
	Dampier, LouieLouie Dampier
	G
	ABA All-Time Team (1997)

ABA All-Rookie First Team (1968)

7× ABA All-Star

4× All-ABA Second Team

ABA Champion(Kentucky Colonels, 1975)

AP First Team All-America, 1966

2x Consensus Second Team All-American (1966, 1967)
	[165]



	2015
	Haywood, SpencerSpencer Haywood
	F
	Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1968[image: External link]

ABA All-Time Team[image: External link] (1997)

ABA All-Rookie First Team (1970)

ABA Rookie of the Year (1970)

ABA MVP (1970)

ABA All-Star Game MVP (1970)

ABA All-Star

All-ABA First Team

NBA Champion (Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link], 1980[image: External link])

4× NBA All-Star (1972–1975)

2× All-NBA First Team

2× All-NBA Second Team
	[166]



	2015
	Isaacs, JohnJohn Isaacs
	G
	World Professional Basketball Tournament Championships (1939, 1943)

World Professional Basketball Tournament Second Team (1943)

Utica Pics MVP (1947)

New York City Basketball Hall of Fame Inductee (1992)
	[167]



	2015
	Leslie, LisaLisa Leslie
	C
	Naismith Award[image: External link] ( USC[image: External link], 1994)

Kodak All-America (1994)

8× WNBA All-Star

3× WNBA All-Star Game MVP

4x Olympic Gold Medalist (1996, 2000, 2004, 2008)

3× WNBA MVP (2001, 2004, 2006)

2× WNBA Champions (Los Angeles Sparks[image: External link], 2001, 2002)

2× WNBA Finals MVP

8× First Team All-WNBA

4x Second Team All-WNBA

2× WNBA Defensive Player of the Year

2× All-Defensive First Team

2× All-Defensive Second Team

First player to dunk in a WNBA game
	[168]



	2015
	Mutombo, DikembeDikembe Mutombo
	C
	8× NBA All-Star (1992, 1995–1998, 2000–2002)

All-NBA Second Team (2001)

2× All-NBA Third Team (1998, 2002)

4× NBA Defensive Player of the Year (1995, 1997, 1998, 2001)

3× All-NBA Defensive First Team (1997–1998, 2001)

3× NBA All-Defensive Second Team (1995, 1999, 2002)

NBA All-Rookie First Team (1992)

2× NBA rebounding leader

3× NBA blocks leader

2× J. Walter Kennedy Citizenship Award (2001, 2009)

Third-team All-American – AP, UPI (1991)
	[169]



	2015
	White, Jo JoJo Jo White
	G
	Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1968[image: External link]

2× NBA Champion (1974, 1976)

7× NBA All Star

NBA Finals MVP (1976)

2× All-NBA Second Team

NBA All-Rookie First Team (1970)

2× Consensus Second Team All-American (1968, 1969)

The Sporting News First Team All-America (1968, 1969)
	[170]



	2016
	Yao Ming, Yao Ming
	C
	8x NBA All-Star

2x All-NBA Second Team[image: External link]

3x All-NBA Third Team[image: External link]

NBA All-Rookie First Team[image: External link] (2003)

CBA[image: External link] champion ( 2002[image: External link])

CBA MVP[image: External link] ( 2001[image: External link])

CBA Finals MVP[image: External link] ( 2002[image: External link])

3× FIBA Asian Championship[image: External link] MVP ( 2001[image: External link], 2003[image: External link], 2005[image: External link])

FIBA World Cup Top Scorer[image: External link] ( 2006[image: External link])
	[171]



	2016
	Posey, CumberlandCumberland Posey
	G
	Known as the "best basketball player" of the 1900s-1920s.

Formed, operated, and played for the Loendi Big Five, which became the most dominant basketball team of the Black Fives Era through the mid-1920s, winning four straight Colored Basketball World Championship titles.
	[171]



	2016
	Swoopes, SherylSheryl Swoopes
	G
	First player to be signed to the WNBA.

3x WNBA MVP

4x WNBA Champion

3x Olympic Gold Medalist
	[171]



	2016
	Beaty, ZelmoZelmo Beaty
	C
	2x NBA All-Star

NBA All-Rookie First Team (1963)

3x ABA All-Star

ABA All-Time Team
	[171]



	2016
	O'Neal, ShaquilleShaquille O'Neal
	C
	4× NBA champion[image: External link] ( 2000[image: External link], 2001, 2002[image: External link], 2006[image: External link])

3× NBA Finals MVP[image: External link] ( 2000[image: External link]– 2002[image: External link])

NBA Most Valuable Player[image: External link] (2000)

FIBA Basketball World Cup MVP[image: External link] ( 1994[image: External link])

15× NBA All-Star ( 1993[image: External link]– 1998[image: External link], 2000– 2007[image: External link], 2009[image: External link])

3× NBA All-Star Game MVP (2000, 2004[image: External link], 2009[image: External link])

8× All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (1998, 2000–2006)

NBA Rookie of the Year ( 1993[image: External link])

NBA 50th Anniversary Team

Summer Olympics[image: External link]  Gold: 1996[image: External link]

FIBA Basketball World Cup[image: External link]  Gold: 1994[image: External link]
	[171]



	2016
	Iverson, AllenAllen Iverson
	G
	NBA Most Valuable Player[image: External link] (2001)

11x NBA All-Star (2000–2010)

3x All-NBA First Team (1999, 2001, 2005)

NBA Rookie of the Year (1997)

4x NBA scoring champion (1999, 2001, 2002, 2005)

3x NBA Steals Leader (2001–2003)

Olympic[image: External link] medalist with Team USA[image: External link]  Bronze in 2004[image: External link]

FIBA Americas Championship[image: External link]  Gold ( 2003[image: External link])
	[171]



	2017
	McGrady, TracyTracy McGrady
	G-F
	7× NBA All-Star (2001– 2007[image: External link])

2× NBA scoring champion[image: External link] (2003, 2004)

2× All-NBA First Team[image: External link] (2002, 2003)

3× All-NBA Second Team[image: External link] (2001, 2004, 2007)

NBA Most Improved Player[image: External link] (2001)

Mr. Basketball USA[image: External link] (1997)

FIBA Americas Championship[image: External link]  Gold ( 2003[image: External link])
	[172]



	2017
	Galis, NikosNikos Galis
	G
	2x EuroBasket[image: External link] medalist  Gold: 1987[image: External link],  Silver: 1989[image: External link]

EuroBasket MVP[image: External link] ( 1987[image: External link])

4× EuroBasket Top Scorer[image: External link] ( 1983[image: External link], 1987[image: External link], 1989[image: External link], 1991[image: External link])

FIBA World Cup Top Scorer[image: External link] ( 1986[image: External link])

8× EuroLeague Top Scorer[image: External link] (1986–1992, 1994)

5× Greek League MVP[image: External link] (1988–1992)

5x Greek League Finals MVP[image: External link] (1987–1991)

5× Greek Cup Finals Top Scorer[image: External link] (1987, 1989, 1990, 1992, 1993)

11× Greek League Top Scorer[image: External link] (1981–1991)

Euroscar[image: External link] (1987)

Mr. Europa[image: External link] (1987)

FIBA's 50 Greatest Players[image: External link] in 1991

FIBA Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2007)

50 Greatest EuroLeague Contributors[image: External link] (2008)
	[172]
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