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            History of the Ghurids and their Ghulams in India: Timeline

         

         The dates refer to the Islamic and Christian calendars.

         
            
               

	AH
            
                        
                        	AD
            
                        
                        	Event





	511?–52
            
                        
                        	1117–57
            
                        
                        	Reign of Ghaznavid sultan Bahram Shah, vassal of Seljuk sultan Sanjar.



	543
            
                        
                        	1148
            
                        
                        	Barham Shah allegedly poisoned the Ghurid chieftain Qutb al-Din Muhammad b. Husain of Warshad, his son-in-law. This led to the Ghurids seeking revenge. Shansabani family primacy is established among the Ghurid factions. The Ghurids were primarily foot soldiers and begin to recruit/purchase free Turkish mamluks/ghulams particularly from among the Ghuzz and to a lesser extent Seljuks to compensate for their lack of cavalry.



	543
            
                        
                        	Sept/oct 1148
            
                        
                        	Ghazna is captured by Saif al-din Suri and his younger brothers Baha ‘al-Din Sam of Sanga and ‘Ala’ al-Din Husain of Wajiristan. First major Ghurid success.



	544
            
                        
                        	1149
            
                        
                        	Bahram Shah returns to Ghazna and defeats the Ghurids. Saif al-Din Suri and his vizier Majd al-Din Musawi are captured and crucified by Ghaznavids.



	545–5
            
                        
                        	1150
            
                        
                        	‘Ala’ al-Din jahan-suz leads expedition to Ghazna to avenge his brother. Battle with the Ghaznavids at Tiginabad. Bahram Shah is defeated. A seven-day plundering of Ghazna follows. ‘Ala al-Din Husain earns sobriquet of ‘the world incendiary’ jahan-suz.



	547
            
                        
                        	1152
            
                        
                        	‘Ala’ al-Din jahan-suz defeated at Nab in Hari Rud valley by Seljuk sultan Sanjar and held prisoner for two years. xvii




	552?
            
                        
                        	1157–8
            
                        
                        	Death of sultan Bahram Shah, who is succeeded by his son Khusrau Shah (552–5/1157–60?) who, isolated in Ghazna with no possibility of Seljuk support, retreats to his Indian possessions in the Punjab.



	552
            
                        
                        	1157–8
            
                        
                        	Capture by Ghuzz and death of Seljuk sultan Sanjar.

                Collapse of Seljuk Empire in Khurasan.



	556
            
                        
                        	April 1161
            
                        
                        	Death of Ala al-Din jahan-suz succeeded by his son, Saif al-Din (1161–3).



	555–82
            
                        
                        	1160–86
            
                        
                        	Khusrau Malik, last Ghaznavid sultan, succeeds his father in Lahore.



	558–600
            
                        
                        	1163–1203
            
                        
                        	Ghiyath al-Din Muhammad succeeds his cousin Saif al-Din, and is proclaimed sultan.



	569–600
            
                        
                        	1173–1203
            
                        
                        	Mu’izz al-Din Mahmud rules with elder brother as joint sultan. Sole ruler (1203–06).



	569–70
            
                        
                        	1173–4
            
                        
                        	A band of Ghuzz who had seized Ghazna (c. 1157) are driven out by the Ghurid sultan, securing eastern Afghanistan and opening the way for Ghurid expansion into India. Ghiyath al-Din Muhammad appoints his brother as sultan in Ghazna under his supreme rule.



	569
            
                        
                        	1173
            
                        
                        	Mu’izz al-Din drives Ghaznavids out of Zabulistan, obliging them to take refuge in Lahore.



	569–601
            
                        
                        	1173–1204
            
                        
                        	Ghurid expansion westwards under Ghiyath al-Din against the Khwarzmshahs for control of Khurasan.



	571
            
                        
                        	1175
            
                        
                        	Ghiyath al-Din seizes Herat from its Seljuk governor. Rulers of Sistan and Kerman acknowledge Ghurid suzerainity. Mu’izz al-Din captures Multan.



	571–2
            
                        
                        	1175–6
            
                        
                        	Mu’izz al-Din invades India via Multan and the Thar Desert and is beaten by Chaulukya ruler Mularaja II of Nahrawala at Mount Abu, Gujerat.



	575
            
                        
                        	1179–80
            
                        
                        	Mu’izz al-Din captures Peshawar.



	577
            
                        
                        	1181–2
            
                        
                        	First Ghurid moves towards taking Lahore from Ghaznavids. xviii




	582
            
                        
                        	1186
            
                        
                        	Mu’izz al-Din, with the assistance of Vijaydeva son of Chakradeva, king of Jammu, captures Lahore. ‘Ali Karmakh appointed governor.



	582
            
                        
                        	1186
            
                        
                        	Ghurids under Mu’izz al-Din seize Punjab. Khusrau Malik and his son Bahram Shah sent to Ghiyath al-Din in Ghur and were never seen again.



	586
            
                        
                        	1190
            
                        
                        	Ghurids defeat Khwarazmian ruler and his allies, the Qara-Khitai at Marv al-Rudh, annexing most of the Khwarazamshahs’ territories in Khurasan.



	587
            
                        
                        	119I
            
                        
                        	War with Khawarazmshahs Tekish and his brother Sultan Shah, supported by the Qarakhanids and their Qara-khitan overlords who invade Guzgan. Defeated by Ghiyath al-Din.



	 
            
                        
                        	1191
            
                        
                        	First battle of Tara’in. Mu’izz al-Din defeated by coalition of Indian rulers and is seriously wounded.



	 
            
                        
                        	1192
            
                        
                        	Second battle of Tara’in. Mu’izz al-Din defeats a major alliance of Hindu princes, kills Chauhan monarch Pritviraja III and establishes permanent Muslim presence at Indraprastha (Indrapat) near Delhi. This leads to Ghurid armies raiding into the Ganges Plain as far as eastern Bengal.



	587–600
            
                        
                        	1193–1203
            
                        
                        	Mu’izz al-Din moves down from Ghazna to campaign in the cool season in India.



	597
            
                        
                        	1200
            
                        
                        	Ghiyath al-Din and Mu’izz al-Din respond to succession of Khwarazamshah ‘Ala-al-Din Muhammad b. Tekish by moving their armies westwards into Khurasan.

                Mu’izz al-Din sent on expedition to Ray. But he allows his troops to run amok and manages little further than Gurgan, earning rare admonishment from his brother. Taj al-Din Zangi appointed governor of Sarakhs, and another Ghurid, Nasir al-Din Muhammad Kharnak, appointed governor of Merv.



	600
            
                        
                        	1203
            
                        
                        	Death of Ghiyath al-Din. xix




	601
            
                        
                        	1204
            
                        
                        	Mu’izz al-Din invades Khwarazm. Suffers defeat by the Khwarazamshah’s Qara-Khitan overlords at Andkhud – now Andkhoy.



	601
            
                        
                        	1204
            
                        
                        	Ghurid sultan increasingly relies on his Turkish mamluk lieutenants in India – principally Qutb al-Din Aybak and his ghulam Shams al-Din Iltutmish.



	601
            
                        
                        	1204
            
                        
                        	Mu’izz al-Din’s defeat incentivises one of his lieutenants, Nasir al-Din Qubacha, to seize Multan. A more serious revolt occurs involving the Hindu Khokhars and the people of the Salt Range in the Punjab.



	602
            
                        
                        	1206
            
                        
                        	Sultan Mu’izz al-Din is murdered probably by Isama’ilis from Khurasan, leaving no heir. His empire disintegrates and is split among Ghurid princes, his Turkish ghulams and the Khwarazmshah, ‘Ala’ al-Din Muhammad b. Tekish



	601–02
            
                        
                        	1206
            
                        
                        	Sultan’s senior ghulam Tajir al-Din yildiz occupies Ghazna, ignoring the new Ghurid sultan Ghiyath al-Din Mahmud (601–02–609/1206–10).



	601–02
            
                        
                        	1206
            
                        
                        	Aybak moves from Delhi to take up residence in Lahore, the former seat of the viceroy for Ghurid territories in India. He continues to maintain the khutba for the sultan Ghiyath al-Din Mahmud (1206–10) and issues coins in his name. He had been promoted to the status of viceroy ‘from the gates of Peshawar to the furthest parts of India’ a few weeks prior to Mu’izz al-Din’s death.



	605
            
                        
                        	1208–8–09
            
                        
                        	Aybak is presented by the caliph with a ceremonial parasol (chatr) with the style of sultan. His authority is recognised in Bengal after assassination of the Khalaj Muhammad b. Bakhtiar.



	607
            
                        
                        	1210–11
            
                        
                        	Aybak dies in a polo accident. His former ghulam and son-in-law Shams al-Din Iltutmish is invited to Delhi and sets himself up as ruler and Delhi sultan.



	607
            
                        
                        	1210–11
            
                        
                        	Aram Shah, a rival claimant and possibly another son-in-law of Aybak, marches from Lahore to Delhi and is defeated and killed by Iltutmish. xx




	607
            
                        
                        	1210–11
            
                        
                        	In Bengal, ‘Ali-yi Mardan, a former client of Aybak, entitles himself as Sultan ‘Ala’ al-Din.



	607
            
                        
                        	1210–11
            
                        
                        	Nasir al-din Qubacha, a former ghulam of Mu’izz al-Din, consolidates himself at Multan. Assassination of Ghurid sultan Ghiyath al-Din Mahmud. Firuzkuh falls to Khwarazmshah.



	609
            
                        
                        	1212–13
            
                        
                        	The increasing insanity and sanguinary behaviour of the ruler in Bengal, Ali yi Mardan, ends with his murder and the succession of Husam al-Din ‘Iwad, a more balanced individual who takes the title of Sultan Ghiyath al-Din ‘Iwad.



	611
            
                        
                        	1214–16
            
                        
                        	The Khwarazmshah ‘Ala’ al-Din Muhammad overwhelms Ghurid princes and protégés alike.



	612
            
                        
                        	January 1216
            
                        
                        	Taj al-Din yildiz, late sultan Mu’izz al-Din’s senior ghulam, is forced out of Ghazna by the Khwarazmshah and is subsequently defeated by Iltutmish near Tara’in, imprisoned at Bada’un and later put to death.



	618–20
            
                        
                        	1221–3
            
                        
                        	Khwarazmian Empire is destroyed by advancing Mongols.



	620
            
                        
                        	1223
            
                        
                        	Nasir al-Din Bakr b. Sari, one of a small number of the Ghurid dynasty to have survived, abandons Ghur to the Mongols, flees to India and becomes a malik of Iltutmish and later dies in Delhi.



	622
            
                        
                        	1225
            
                        
                        	Ghiyath al-Din ‘Iwad – possibly ruling with his son styled Mu’izz al-Din ‘Ali-yi ‘Iwad from (616/1219) – resists invasion of Bengal by Iltutmish.



	623
            
                        
                        	1226
            
                        
                        	Ghur is finally overrun by the Mongols.



	624
            
                        
                        	1227
            
                        
                        	Iltutmish’s elder son and heir Nasir al-Din Mahmud, taking advantage of ‘Iwad’s’ absence campaigning in Assam (Kamrup), seizes Lakhnawti, executing ‘Iwad’ on his return. xxi




	625
            
                        
                        	Early May 1228
            
                        
                        	Having weathered and been weakened by the Khwarazmshah Jal al-Din’s attacks and Mongol predations, Qubacha is finally defeated and forced by Iltutmish to seek refuge on the island stronghold of Bhakkar on the Indus whence he throws himself into the river to avoid being taken alive.



	626
            
                        
                        	Winter 1228–9
            
                        
                        	Nasir al-Din Mahmud, Iltutmish’s son and viceroy in Bengal, dies.



	626
            
                        
                        	February 1229
            
                        
                        	Embassy from Caliph al-Mustanir (623–40/1226–42) arrives in Delhi, bringing Iltutmish robes of honour and a diploma confirming his authority over all the territories he has conquered.



	627
            
                        
                        	1229–30
            
                        
                        	Iltutmish’s forces move against Khwarazamshah Jalal al-Din’s legate in the northwest forcing him to flee to Iraq.



	628
            
                        
                        	1230–01
            
                        
                        	Iltutmish invades Bengal overthrowing the usurper Ikhtiyar al-Din Dawlat Shah also known as Bilge Malik. Iltutmish is now the supreme Muslim ruler in India.



	633
            
                        
                        	29 April 1236
            
                        
                        	Death of former Ghurid mamluk and later sultan Shams al-Din Iltutmish.



	633–4
            
                        
                        	1236–66
            
                        
                        	Iltutmish’s heirs are plagued by faction fighting among powerful mamluks often pursuing their own interests to the detriment of the ruler in Delhi.







         

      

   


   
      
         
xxii
            Glossary of Names and Terms

         

         
            al-sultan al-azam: the greatest sultan

            al-sultan al-muazzam: the great sultan

            amir: prince, ruler or military commander

            amir-i-akhur: head/lord of the stables

            amir-i-dad: military justiciar

            amir-i-hajib: military chamberlain

            amir-i-shikar: chief huntsman

            chawgan: polo

            dar: abode

            dar al-harb: land of war/unbelievers

            dar al-islam: Muslim world

            dhimmi: non-Muslims protected under Islamic law

            diwan: government ministry

            royal attendant/carpet-spreader

            farsang: approximately six kilometres

            durbash: ceremonial baton

            ghulam: military slave; Arabic equivalent of mamluk

            habashi: Abyssinian

            hajib: chamberlain

            iqta: land grant on varied scale; could encompass an entire province or region

            khasadar: falconer

            khutba; sermon at Friday prayers mentioning the ruler’s name, signifying his legitimacy to rule

            Khwaja: lord or master

            lak: one hundred thousand

            madhhab: legal school; partic one of hanafi, hanbali, maliki and shafi’i of Sunni Islam

            malik: prince, especially of royal house

            malika: feminine

            malik al-muazzam: king

            mamluk: military slave; Persian terminology

            muqta: holder of an iqta

            na’ib: viceroy

            naubat: band playing outside royal or princely residence as a mark of status

            qadi al-quddat: grand qadi of the empire; a position occupied by Juzjani qadi meaning judge xxiii

            qaghan: Turkic royal ruler’s title

            sar-i jandar, chief armour bearer sayyid: descendant of the Prophet Muhammad

            shahnah: superintendent of rivers and vessels

            sharabdari: head of liquor supply/store; not necessarily alchoholic

            shihna: Mongol resident at the court of a subject ruler

            sipah-salar: commander of the army wazir: chief minister or vizier

            yaghantut: hunter of elephants

            yuzban: keeper of the hunting leopards, that is, cheetahs

            
                

            

            Glossary largely based on H.G. Raverty’s translation of Tabakat-i-Nasiri; A.C.S. Peacock, The Great Seljuk Empire (Edinburgh, 2015); and p. Jackson, The Delhi Sultanate: A Political and Military History (Cambridge, 2003).

         

      

   


   
      
         
xxiv
            Preface

         

         This book has had a long gestation and is the result of my earliest interest in the eastern Iranian lands. My curiosity was sparked during my A levels through reading Claude Cahen’s work on the Seljuk Turks within Setton and Baldwin’s History of the Crusades, known to us consumers at the time as ‘solid and boring’ – which I hasten to add was not the case.1 I subsequently bought volume 5 of the Cambridge History of Iran, which reinforced the interest.2 At university, I enjoyed researching the Ummayad Caliphate, its ultimate decline and Abu Muslim’s revolt in Khurasan. My PhD, an ongoing project, is on the Mediterranean policy of Ferdinand II of Aragon (1452–1516), husband of Queen Isabella I of Castile; this touches the western Islamic world, namely Ottoman incursions into the western Mediterranean and the relations of the ‘Catholic monarchs’ with the North African states and the Mamluk dynasty in Egypt in particular. More recently, my rediscovery of Clifford Bosworth’s The Later Ghaznavids: Splendour and Decay – The Dynasty in Afghanistan and Northern India 1040–1186 (Edinburgh, 1977) and The Delhi Sultanate by Peter Jackson prior to a visit to northern India drew my attention towards the Ghurids.3,4

         The study is designed primarily to be a political and military history of the Ghurid world, that is, the eastern Iranian territories and northern India during the latter half of the twelfth century and the beginning of the thirteenth, a period of approximately eighty-five years (1150–1236). It is first and foremost a book of évènements but it tries to place the narrative in a wider context. The Ghurids were instrumental in spreading a Persian court culture, not just an Islamic one, into the Indian subcontinent. This was something they had inherited from the Ghaznavids. They in their turn had acquired it from the Iranian Samanid amirs. The Samanids were the first indigenous dynasty to rule in Iranian lands following the Arab invasions and collapse of the Sassanian dynasty in the early seventh century. xxv

         The Ghurids are sometimes described as an ephemeral dynasty, something one could say of many nomadic societies; Bosworth, for example, mentions the “Ghurid Interlude”.5 However, I believe they were more significant and exerted a far greater influence on northern India than being a mere interlude. Without the determined incursions of the Ghurids and their ghulams there would arguably not have been a permanent Muslim presence in India beyond the Punjab and small communities in Sindh, in what is now southeastern Pakistan, in the late twelfth century. Ghulam in Arabic and mamluk in Persian means ‘slave’. The Ghurids bought Turkic slaves in the slave markets of the Central Asian steppes, Iran and modern Afganistan. Many of these Turkic slaves were expert horsemen, specialising in mounted archery and shock cavalry tactics. The Ghurid sultan Mu’izz al-Din created a succession structure that resulted in a number of mamluks establishing themselves as independent rulers by dint of their abilities. Among the most successful was Shams al-Din Iltutmish who established his own dynasty. Later in India this period would be known and studied as the ‘slave dynasty’.

         Ghurid rule gave rise to the foundation of the Delhi Sultanate, the first independent Muslim power in India, which led to the Muslim political domination of India until the arrival of the Europeans and most notably the British East India Company. It is true the Ghurids lost their western territories, including Balkh, Merv, Sarakhs, Nisa, Abivard, Tus, Nishapur and lands west towards the Caspian, within a few years of acquiring them. They were extinguished shortly afterwards – sultan Ghiyath al-Din Mahmud was forced to accept the Khwarazmshah ‘Ala’ al-Din Muhammad as his overlord by 604/1207–08. They faced pressure from more powerful and better resourced political entities – first, the Khwarazmshahs and their Qara-khitai overlords and ultimately the Mongols. However, in India they were the first Muslim invader to establish themselves with the intention to stay. This was unlike their predecessors the Ghaznavids 977/1186, a Turco-Iranian dynasty founded by Sebuktegin who limited themselves mainly to the northwestern Punjab. The Ghaznavids were content to continue the modus operandi of Mahmud, their greatest sultan, who had raided as far as the great temple of Shiva at Somnath in Gujerat. Bactrian camels that had been brought from northern Afganistan carried back hundreds of treasure chests laden with precious stones just from this one raid. The fabulous riches of India that came from this and other penetrative raids enabled the early Ghaznavids to fund their armies for campaigns of conquest in Central Asia and Iran. The later Ghaznavid sultans only campaigned irregularly into the upper Ganges plain against the Hindu rulers, supplementing their wealth with gold, xxvispecie and gems, while acquiring recruits to bolster their armies, but never with the intention of establishing suzerainty and ruling northern India. 

         Of the great medieval Muslim rulers Mahmud of Ghazna, Alp Arslan, Malik Shah, Saladin and perhaps Baibars are well known. But the name of a man who rose from the rugged mountains of Afganistan and went on to lay the foundations of dominant Muslim rule in northern India is lost to obscurity. Sometime in 588/1163 Ghiyath al-Din Muhammad b. Sam established himself as the supreme ruler of the Shansabanids, a dynastic grouping, among petty chieftains in central Afghanistan. He hailed from the remote mountainous region forming part of a western strand of the Hindu Kush between Herat and Kabul – Ghur or Ghor as it is known today. From his capital in the fortress of Firuzkuh – which meant Turquoise Mountain – he was recognised as one of the great powers of the eastern Islamic world. He proceeded to create, within a forty-year reign 1163–1203, broadly contemporaneous to the Angevin Empire, a polity that at its height stretched from Bastam and Gurgan in the west, almost from the Caspian Sea to the shores of the Bay of Bengal. The area concerned encompassed most of Khurasan, Kuhistan, Sistan or Sind west of the Indus, the Punjab east of the Indus and the Gangetic plain as far as Gaur/Lakhnawti. Ghiyath al-Din’s dynasty took its name from the place it sprang from – they would be known as the Ghurids. In time, the Ghurids and their ghulams raided into what has come to be known as Rajputana, to the cities of Ajmer, Anhilwara and Ujjain as far as River Narmada on the borders of the Deccan and as far east as the Brahmaputra and the jungles of Assam. Ultimately, two Ghurid ghulams of sultan Mu’izz al-Din, younger brother of Ghiyath al-Din, namely Aybak and his former ghulam and his former slave Shams al-Din Iltutmish, created the Ghurid successor state, the Delhi Sultanate.

         The aim of this work is to study the Ghurid Empire in its territorial entirety highlighting their conquests in India as an integral part of their story as much as the eastern Iranian lands to the west of the Indus. The historic Ghurid polity in modern Afghanistan is often treated under Iranian studies and the Indian conquests of Mu’izz al-Din and his slave generals tend to be included as part of the emergence of the Delhi Sultanate and the history of the subcontinent. It is important to remember that the campaigns in the Indian subcontinent were sanctioned by the supreme Ghurid sultan Ghiyath al-Din, elder brother of Mu’izz al-Din, as part of an organised expansion from the core Ghurid territories, with the aim of permanent possession and occupation. The two brothers seem to have enjoyed an amicable and productive relationship, something that was rare in medieval society. It is also true that Mu’izz al-Din may have sought to conquer new territories where he held sole sway rather than as his brother’s appointee. One xxviiof the differences of the two men was that Ghiyath al-Din appointed relatives or Ghurid amirs to rule and govern his conquests in the west whereas his younger brother chose to rule his conquests through his Turkish mamluks. These slave soldiers were completely reliant on their owner for preferment and were entirely at his disposal. They were recruited primarily from Turkic tribes beyond the Oxus for their military abilities and ruthlessness. In turn, the opportunities for advancement, for those with ability, were almost limitless – from the command of armies to the governorship of provinces and ultimately ruling in their own right. While the Indus itself forms a logical and physical geographical barrier it did not constitute a hindrance to the success of the emerging Ghurid state created by the ghulams and their conquests either under the initial personal leadership of sultan Mu’izz al-din himself or, as was to happen more frequently, through delegation to his paramount mamluk general Qutb-al-din Aybak or his own leading slave commander and son-in-law Shams-al-Din Iltutmish. The latter two became the first two Delhi sultans – ignoring Aram Shah’s very brief attempt to take the Delhi throne – but they were first and foremost Ghurid servants in name and outlook. Even to some extent post manumission. Despite the collapse of the Ghurid dynasty in the west, in (1204), before the onslaught of the Khwarazmshahs and the Qara-Khitai, Aybak continued to acknowledge the last ruling Ghurid sultan, as his overlord until his own death in (1210). However, the death of Mu’izz al-Din (1206) had given rise to drawn out conflict between Aybak and other manumitted slaves for control of former lands held directly from or in the name of Mu’izz al-Din. In his turn Iltutmish, (1210–36) had to overcome these former Ghurid mamluks who had by this stage created their own substantial rival states: Sultan Nasir al-Din Qubacha in Multan, Sultan Taj al-Din Yildiz in Ghazna and later Lahore and the commander Muhammad b. Bakhtiyar Khalji’s successors in Bengal.6 Iltutmish’s ultimate success in unifying the Ghurid conquests east of the Indus under his sole rule could be viewed as the final chapter of the Ghurid imperial project. He was the last Ghurid protégée to rule and attracted refugees to his court from their former lands west of the Indus. Delhi was to become the most important city in the eastern Islamic world – a place of refuge for those displaced by the Mongol onslaught. However, the dynasty he founded was his own, too much time had elapsed and the conquests by the Khwarzmshahs and subsequently the Mongols had put an end to any vestiges of Ghurid authority in Ghur and their original heartland. xxviii

         PRIMARY SOURCES

         This book has been written partly when there has been no direct access to libraries. The major source on the Ghurids, their times and empire, is Major H.G. Raverty’s translation, first published in 1881, of the Tabakat–i-Nasiri by Maulana Minhaj-ud-Din Umar-i-Usman or al-Juznani as he is usually referred to, completed in Delhi in 658/1260. It was probably begun around 638/1240 and therefore describes events that would have occurred, for our purposes, up to ninety years prior to this date. This is not always an easy source to work with and there are gaps, particularly regarding early Ghurid incursions into the eastern Punjab and Gangetic plain. However, it is the most accessible. Raverty also mentions and acknowledges in the preface of volume I ‘many rare and excellent works have been used; and some of them extensively drawn upon’.7 However, the work has shortcomings regarding Indian affairs until Juzjani settled there in 623/1226.

         The author hailed from the region of Guzgan and hence Juzjani. The exact location of this area is not certain, but it was probably one of the small districts in the northwest of Ghur, north of Herat. Raverty tells us that his ancestors on both sides had been noted as men of learning and religious scholars. Juzjani can be considered the official historian of the Ghurid dynasty. He could also claim Ghaznavid ancestry through the marriage of a daughter of sultan Ibrahim b. Masud to one of his forbears.8 Following the Ghurid capture of Lahore in 582/1184Juzjani’s father, Saraj-al-Din Muhammad, was appointed qadi and judge of the army stationed in Lahore. Juzjani was born in 589/1191 and his father later entered the service of Sultan Baha-al-Din, ruler of Bamiyan and Tukharistan, at which time Juzjani would have been three years old. He was born in a residence at Firuzkuh, the Ghurid summer capital. His mother was the foster sister of princess Mah. malika, the daughter of the sultan of Ghur, Ghiyath al-Din Muhammad. His youth was spent in the haram of her household. During the revolt of the Khwarazmshah, Sultan Tekish and his war with Al Nasir the Abbasid caliph emissaries were sent from Baghdad seeking assistance from the sultan in Ghur, and a return embassy was despatched to Baghdad that included Juzjani’s father. Somewhere en route they were attacked, by bandits, and Saraj-al-Din Muhammad was killed. Juzjani was certainly well connected with the upper echelons of Ghurid society. He clearly felt a great affinity with and gratitude to xxixthe Ghurid sultans and his history reflects this. Consequently, these loyalties need to be considered when analysing the narrative. One of his cousins on his mother’s side was Ziyad-al-Din Muhammad, who was given command of the fortress of Tabarindh when the sultan Mu’izz al-Din retired from India at the end of the campaigning season in 587/1189. 

         By 607/1210–11, Juzjani had reached the age of eighteen and was living in the Ghurid capital, Firuzkuh. He left in 611/1212–13, the year before the surrender of the city to the Khwarazmshah Jalal-al-Din. Two years later we find him in southern Afghanistan, at Zaranj, and there he remained. By this stage the former Ghurid territories up to and beyond the Indus as far as River Jhelum had fallen to the Khwarazmshah. The years 617–20/1220–24 saw him at the fortified town of Tulak in the Tulak district of modern Ghor, which he helped to defend against the Mongols. Chingiz Khan had crossed the Oxus in the spring of 1222 to attack the great cities of Khurasan, Samarkand, Bukhara, Balkh, Nishapur and Merv. By 623/1226 Juzjani had decided to leave for India and in 625/1227–8 he finally reached the territories of Sultan Nasir al-Din Qubacha, a former Ghurid ghulam in the Indus valley, at Uch. There he was made qadi-yi lashgar of the forces of his son ‘Ala-al-Din, Bahram Shah. However, shortly after this event, Qubacha’s rival, the sultan Iltutmish, arrived before Uch. At this point Juzjani switched camps. He was well received by the Delhi sultan Iltutmish and reached that city in Ramadan of 625/1227–28 where he spent the remainder of his life in the service of the Delhi Sultanate. He was 70 in 658/1260/61. The year of his death is unknown.

         Other useful information concerning Ghurid affairs can be gleaned from Ibn al-Athir’s al-kamil fi’l-ta’rikh written around 628/1231. This great chronicle is one of the pre-eminent sources for the medieval Islamic world and plots the course of Islamic history from the earliest times. The period that concerns us is covered in the following volumes: The Chronicle of Ibn al-Athir for the Crusading Period from al-Kamil fi’l-Ta’rikh. Part 2, the years 541–589/1146–93: The age of Nur al-Din and Saladin and Part 3, the years 589–629/1193–1231: The Ayyubids after Saladin and the Mongol Menace, translated by D.S. Richards.9 In this general history, although written in Mosul, the author sought to cover the Islamic world in its widest perspective. The scope is perhaps more understandable if northern Syria is viewed as centrally located in an Islamic world imagined as a lateral construct stretching from Morocco/southern Spain to the Indus and beyond, and the lands bordering the Oxus. However, the eastern periphery was not necessarily the work’s primary aim. It concentrates on the Crusaders and their states in the Levant and xxxthe Islamic responses to them. Even so, the sweep of the work is impressive given the difficulties that must have been faced by Ibn al-Athir 555–631/1160–1233 in reconciling accounts from disparate sources, chronicling Muslim military successes in distant eastern Islamic territories and beyond. The author himself came from an established family with close connections to the Zangid dynasty of Mosul 1127–1234, which for a time also ruled much of northern Syria. 

         SECONDARY SOURCES

         Other works used for this research include Peter Jackson, The Delhi Sultanate: A Political and Military History (Cambridge, 2003); and his The Mongols and the Islamic World: From Conquest to Conversion (New Haven and London, 2017); H.C. Ray, The Dynastic History of Northern India, Early Medieval Period, foreword by L.D. Barnett, first published 1931–6 (New Delhi, 2017, 2 vols); and David C. Thomas’s The Ebb and Flow of the Ghurid Empire (Sydney, 2018) – an archaeologically led study of the Ghurid heartland, focusing on their summer capital at Firuzkuh/Jam with its iconic minaret only rediscovered in 1957, and one of the most recent and relevant works.
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