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Wallace D. Wattles' book, 'The Science of Being Great', is a profound exploration of personal development and the power of positive thinking. Written in a clear and straightforward style, Wattles delves into the principles of success, ambition, and self-improvement. Drawing from both philosophical and practical insights, Wattles presents a comprehensive guide to achieving greatness in all aspects of life, from career to relationships. The book is a timeless classic that continues to inspire readers seeking to unleash their full potential. In the literary context, Wattles' work can be seen as a precursor to the self-help genre, as it focuses on empowering individuals to take control of their destinies through a combination of mindset and action. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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Henley's Formulas, Recipes and Processes (Applied Chemistry) is an essential reference guide for anyone looking to delve into the world of chemistry. This comprehensive book is a collection of various formulas, recipes, and processes that can be applied in a practical setting. Written in a clear and concise manner, the book provides readers with a valuable resource for understanding and implementing chemical concepts. Whether you are a student, researcher, or industry professional, this book offers a wealth of information to enhance your knowledge in the field of chemistry. With its detailed explanations and examples, Henley's Formulas, Recipes and Processes will prove to be a valuable asset for anyone interested in applied chemistry. The author, Various, has compiled a wealth of knowledge from various experts in the field of chemistry to create this comprehensive guide. Their collective expertise and experience have culminated in a valuable resource that is both informative and practical. Various's dedication to providing accurate and relevant information shines through in this meticulously curated collection of formulas and processes. I highly recommend Henley's Formulas, Recipes and Processes (Applied Chemistry) to anyone seeking a comprehensive guide to applied chemistry. Whether you are a beginner or an experienced chemist, this book will prove to be an invaluable resource for understanding and implementing chemical concepts in a practical setting. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - An Introduction draws the threads together, discussing why these diverse authors and texts belong in one collection. - Historical Context explores the cultural and intellectual currents that shaped these works, offering insight into the shared (or contrasting) eras that influenced each writer. - A combined Synopsis (Selection) briefly outlines the key plots or arguments of the included pieces, helping readers grasp the anthology's overall scope without giving away essential twists. - A collective Analysis highlights common themes, stylistic variations, and significant crossovers in tone and technique, tying together writers from different backgrounds. - Reflection questions encourage readers to compare the different voices and perspectives within the collection, fostering a richer understanding of the overarching conversation.
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Thorstein Veblen's 'The Complete Works of Thorstein Veblen: Economics Books, Business Essays & Political Articles' is a comprehensive collection of the author's most significant writings, showcasing his influential contributions to socio-economic theory. Known for his critical examination of capitalist society, Veblen's satirical and incisive style challenges traditional economic beliefs and exposes the role of conspicuous consumption in shaping social hierarchies. This collection offers readers a deep dive into Veblen's groundbreaking ideas on class distinctions, consumerism, and the power dynamics of the business world, making it an essential read for anyone interested in understanding the complexities of modern capitalism. Veblen's unique blend of social commentary and economic analysis sets his work apart and continues to resonate with contemporary readers seeking to unpack the intricacies of wealth and power in society. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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In 'Prosperity & How to Attract It' by Orison Swett Marden, the author delves into the concept of prosperity and provides readers with insights on how to manifest abundance in their lives. Written in a clear and practical style, Marden explores the power of positive thinking and the law of attraction as tools for achieving success and prosperity. This book not only serves as a guide for personal development but also reflects the optimism and self-help movement of the early 20th century. Marden's uplifting and motivating words resonate with readers, urging them to take control of their destinies and create a life of abundance. Orison Swett Marden, a pioneer in the self-help genre, draws upon his own experiences and observations to offer timeless wisdom in 'Prosperity & How to Attract It'. As a successful author and founder of SUCCESS magazine, Marden's dedication to empowering individuals shines through in this influential work. His genuine desire to help others unlock their full potential is evident in every page, making this book a valuable resource for those seeking personal growth and prosperity. I highly recommend 'Prosperity & How to Attract It' to readers interested in harnessing the power of positive thinking and attracting abundance into their lives. Marden's timeless advice and inspirational teachings provide practical strategies for achieving success and fulfillment, making this book a must-read for those on a journey towards prosperity. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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Immanuel Kant's 'The Critique of Judgment' is a seminal work in the realm of philosophy, exploring the nature of aesthetic and teleological judgments. Kant delves into the realms of art, beauty, and nature, examining how the mind processes ideas of taste and purposiveness. Written in a clear and precise manner, the book combines elements of metaphysics, epistemology, and ethics, making it a profound and comprehensive read for students of philosophy. Kant's analysis of the subjective and universal aspects of judgment offers valuable insights into the human experience of art and the natural world. Immanuel Kant, a prominent figure in the Enlightenment era, was a German philosopher known for his groundbreaking theories on metaphysics, ethics, and epistemology. His background in theology and philosophy influenced his critical approach to understanding the principles of human thought and perception, leading to the creation of 'The Critique of Judgment.' Kant's meticulous reasoning and intellectual rigor are apparent in this work, demonstrating his commitment to exploring the complexities of human cognition. For readers interested in delving into the profound insights of one of the most influential philosophers in history, 'The Critique of Judgment' by Immanuel Kant is a must-read. This book not only sheds light on the nature of aesthetic and teleological judgments but also offers a glimpse into Kant's philosophical legacy, making it a valuable addition to any scholarly collection. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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    Between those who design and maintain the machinery of modern industry and those who direct investment to uphold prices, Thorstein Veblen locates a persistent struggle over whether production should serve community use or financial gain, and he threads this tension through an uncompromising inquiry into how the habits, incentives, and authorities of a price-governed order elevate business control over industrial know-how while leaving the technicians who make the system workable to buffer waste, crisis, and delay that are not technical necessities but institutional outcomes of a regime that prizes calculable returns more than the steady, cooperative functioning of its own equipment and skills.

First published in 1921, The Engineers & the Price System belongs to the tradition of economic sociology and institutional economics, written in the wake of World War I and the brief postwar slump in the United States. Veblen analyzes the industrial order that had emerged from decades of rapid mechanization and corporate consolidation, focusing on American conditions while drawing general conclusions about modern capitalism. The book originated as essays, but reads as a unified argument: a work of social analysis rather than technical economics, attentive to how organizations, professions, and business practices shape production, employment, and the everyday rhythms of machine-age life.

Readers encounter a voice that is cool, exacting, and mordantly humorous, written in a prose that mixes careful definition with controlled irony. The style is argumentative and cumulative: examples of factory routines, market behavior, and administrative decisions accrete until a pattern of incentives becomes visible. Veblen prefers analytical distinctions to narrative case studies, so the experience is less anecdotal than diagnostic. His tone remains clinical even when the implications are unsettling. The result is a concentrated read that rewards patience, one that offers conceptual tools for parsing the motives behind business decisions without relying on moral drama or personal testimony.

In Veblen’s account, industry—the coordinated application of knowledge, labor, and equipment to produce goods—does not naturally align with the interests of business, which is organized around profit through prices, ownership, and strategic control. He argues that commercial advantage often depends on limiting throughput, timing shipments, and orchestrating scarcity, strategies that can impede technical efficiency. The price system, in other words, rewards the management of exchange rather than the optimization of production. This friction explains why breakdowns and slowdowns can arise from deliberate policy as much as from mechanical limits, and why technical competence alone cannot secure reliable, broadly beneficial output.

Within this framework, Veblen considers the strategic position of engineers, foremen, and technical managers whose daily work binds complex systems together. Because they oversee processes rather than prices, they possess knowledge that could, in principle, coordinate production on criteria of workmanship, throughput, and serviceability. The wartime mobilization had shown that large-scale planning and logistical synchronization were technically feasible when industrial aims were defined outside normal business routines. Veblen explores, in a deliberately provocative register, what might follow if technical personnel organized around their professional responsibilities, not as a romantic revolt, but as an experiment in directing industry by benchmarks of process and capacity.

Running through the analysis is a study of institutions: how habits of ownership, legal arrangements, and managerial customs stabilize expectations and channel effort. Veblen probes the professional ethos of technicians, asking how training and responsibility might orient them toward standards of workmanship and service when these standards conflict with financial directives. He is equally concerned with legitimacy, since any alternative way of coordinating production must persuade a public accustomed to market signals. The book therefore operates at the intersection of economics, sociology, and political thought, mapping the conditions that enable technical competence to become a form of collective governance.

Contemporary readers will recognize the relevance: debates about algorithmic logistics, critical infrastructure, and climate-sensitive investment reprise Veblen’s question of who sets industrial priorities and by what criteria. When disruptions expose dependencies and underused capacity, his distinction between technological possibility and business prudence clarifies why remedies that seem straightforward on the shop floor can stall in boardrooms or markets. The book matters as a toolbox for thinking about professional responsibility, public coordination, and the politics of expertise. It invites readers to weigh how technical knowledge might serve collective aims without romanticizing either spontaneous markets or centralized command.
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    Thorstein Veblen’s The Engineers & the Price System, first published in 1921, examines the friction between modern industry’s technical capacities and the business institutions that govern them. Framed as a set of essays, the book asks how a society organized for profit copes with the machine process’s demand for continuous, maximally efficient production. Veblen situates engineers at the center of this tension: they coordinate complex industrial processes yet operate under the directives of owners and financiers. The core question is whether production guided by prices and earnings can reliably align with the scientific standards and cooperative routines that large-scale industry requires.

Veblen distinguishes two governing logics. On one side stands the price system, where decisions rest on pecuniary calculations, margins, and capitalization. On the other stands the machine process, a regime of measurable causation, standardization, and interlocking routines that rewards continuity and throughput. Engineers, trained in factual control of processes, tend to prefer stability and coordination. Business enterprise, by contrast, treats equipment and labor as instruments for securing returns. The book tracks how these divergent habits of thought shape investment, scheduling, and output, often producing compromises that meet financial goals while undercutting technical possibilities.

A central theme is Veblen’s use of the term sabotage to describe output restriction built into business strategy. He does not mean wanton destruction, but the routine curtailment of capacity to defend prices and profits. Under absentee ownership, plant and equipment become assets to be managed for earnings, making idleness and selective bottlenecks rational from a financial standpoint. Veblen links this to recurring instability: inventories swell or shrink not because technology demands it, but because valuations and expectations swing. The outcome is chronic waste, unemployment, and a dampening of the industrial system’s capacity for steady, full utilization.

The wartime economy provides Veblen with a contrasting case. During emergency mobilization, authorities reorganized production around output targets rather than market returns, and engineers played key roles in coordinating flows, standardization, and scheduling. This experience, he argues, revealed how technical administration could raise throughput and cut frictions when profit considerations were temporarily subordinated. With peace, however, control reverted to owners and financiers, restoring incentives that favor earnings management over continuous operation. The reversal highlights Veblen’s claim that organizational purpose—pecuniary gain or industrial efficiency—decisively conditions how plant, labor, and materials are combined.

Veblen assesses the engineers’ collective position. They are strategically placed to understand and run the industrial system, yet they are salaried employees bound by business control. He entertains the prospect that engineers might organize to advocate production for serviceable output, potentially coordinating industry on technical lines. Still, he emphasizes the obstacles: professional loyalties, dependence on management, public skepticism, and the absence of a widely accepted mandate. He offers no detailed institutional blueprint; rather, he probes whether the technical community could become a counterweight to the dictates of investment and market valuation.

The analysis extends to the financial architecture that steers enterprise. Capitalization, credit, and earnings expectations impose a schedule on industry that rewards scarcity over abundance, shaping pricing, mergers, and the deployment of equipment. Veblen traces how these pecuniary pressures intersect with labor relations, consumer demand, and regulatory measures. Policy remedies that leave the price system intact tend, in his view, to finesse symptoms while preserving the incentives that produce underutilization. The result is a pattern of episodic adjustment rather than structural alignment between what technology can deliver and what business rules permit.
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