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    Chapter 1: Editorial

    Dear reader,

    there are plenty of application possibilities for active loudspeakers. For example, an entire apartment can be easily, conveniently and optimally filled with sound. No matter if multi-room HiFi or studio atmosphere: In this book you will find information about five outstanding active loudspeakers.
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    Author: Tobias Runge

    1hourbook: eBooks that are getting straight to the point!

    With this 1hourbook, you'll have an extensive overview of the selected topic in almost no time. This is the basic idea of the 1hourbook series. 1hourbook is only available as an eBook and it is optimized for eBook readers.

    Further offerings of the publisher

    All You Can Read - The magazine flat rate! www.allyoucanread.de or as an app

  
    Chapter 2: Epoz AktiMate Micro

    The Small Friends

    The AktiMate series of the Australian manufacturer Epoz already convinced me long time ago. They surprised me with a good build quality and electronics from the well-known high-end manufacturer Creek. The smaller Micro model also has these virtues – and offers even more.
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    Features

    The AktiMate Micro are most convenient for desktop use only because of their size. The small beautiful boxes are also suitable for more, because they can also play back music without being connected to a PC. Almost everyone who seriously deals with music from the PC has an iPod or an iPhone today on which a part of the music collection is saved. And if it isn’t an iPhone, it is for sure another smartphone with Android or Windows operating system. Apple phones are plugged in on the top of the two Epoz speakers via the docking station; the other smartphones and portable players are connected via jack connection.

    Master/Slave

    One of the two boxes hosts all electronics. This includes of course the Class-D amplifier designed by Creek, that - according to the manufacturer - has 40 W and is very compact in order to leave enough volume for the box. The second box is passive and is connected to the other one via a simple speaker cable, which of course minimizes cable work. The front of the active master speaker looks a bit different because of the integrated electronics - here the infrared eye for the remote control, the volume control bar and the source switches had to be mounted. An analog 3.5 mm jack input, an iPod interface and a USB port are available. The USB connection works adaptively up to 48 kHz and allows for a driver-free and carefree connection with any computer. Highres recordings are sampled down by the operating system to be able to send them via this connection. But owners of an AktiMate Micro can get over this for sure. The advantage is undoubtedly that you can just plug this speaker in and get started without long configuration times and driver installations.
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    Haptics

    The integrated chassis makes a very good impression. The 13mm bass/midrange speaker has an easygoing, embossed polypropylene cone and a pointed dust cap that almost looks like a phase plug. It is suspended relatively softly and has a decent drive; this results in parameters that allow for achieving quite remarkable bass results in very small housings. The available diaphragm surface of course limits the maximum level, but no one needs more on the desk or for a discreet acoustic irradiation of the office. The high tones are played back by a 25mm fabric dome tweeter that is protected by a grid and framed by a decorative ring. In the case of small boxes, the distance to the bass device is automatically quite low, which is good for a conclusive representation of the spatial reproduction. Both chassis make a very good impression; this is one thing from which alone you can deduce the serious playback quality. Furthermore, the solid housing provides a perfect base for both chassis to be able to work undisturbed. This attention to detail results in a very clear and fresh playback that especially accommodates younger music friends. The bass is sufficiently deep; especially on the desk, where the speakers also receive support from the table surface and the adjoining back wall, the need for a subwoofer is totally forgotten. Both boxes have a good, very detailed spatial reproduction and present themselves as excellent partners for sophisticated desktop sound. In the listening room, freestanding on pedestals, there is of course less bass, but they can assert themselves very well even under difficult conditions and show that they have some real HiFi virtues. For sure, the high-end person usually has larger speakers in the living room, but for a high-quality computer sound, the small Epoz Micros can be recommended without a doubt. Those are really good speakers for a very good price.
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